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REPORTED  DEBATES,  BY  JOHN  C.  RIVES. 


BY 

THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  THIRTY  YEARS'  VIEW. 
VOL.   XIII. 


NEW  YOEK: 

D.  APPLETON  &  COMPANY,  346  &  348  BKOADWAY. 

1860. 


H-']5'-5-6- 
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'  Eoteked,  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1859,  ty 

'  D.  APPLETON  &  COMPAISry, 

In  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  Pistrict  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of 

New  York. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  COIGRESS -FIRST  SESSION 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE    OF   KEPRESENTATIVES.* 


SESSION  CONTINUED   FEOM    VOL.  XIL 


MoNDAT,  December  T,  1835. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  the  House  was  called 
to  order  by  Mr.  Teanxlut,  the  Clerk  of  the  last 
Congress, 

Ulection  of  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beaedslet,  the  House 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 

Messrs.  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Everett  of 
Vermont,  and  Anthony  of  Pennsylvania,  were 

*  LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 

Maine. — Jeremiah  Bailey,  George  Evans,  John  Fairfield, 
Joseph  Hall,  Leonard  Jarvis,  Moses  Mason,  Gorham  Parks, 
Francis  0.  J.  Smith, 

New  Eampshire. — Benning  M.  Bean,  Eobert  Burns,  Sam- 
uel Cushman,  Franklin  Pierce,  Joseph  Weeks. 

Maasachuaetts. — John  Quincy  Adams,  Nathaniel  B.  Bor- 
den, George  N.  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Caleb  Gushing, 
George  Grenncll,  jr.,  Samuel  Hoar,  William  Jackson,  Abbot 
Lawrence,  Levi  Lincoln,  Stephen  C.  Phillips,  John  Eeed. 

Jihode  Island. — Dutee  J.  Pearce,  W.  Bprague. 

Connecticut.—EUahQ,  Haley,  Samuel  Ingham,  Andrew  T. 
Judson,  Lancelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toucey,  Zalmon  Wildman. 

Vermont. — Heman  Allen,  Horace  Everett,  Hiland  Hall, 
Henry  F.  Janes,  William  Slade. 

2^610  For*.— Samuel  Barton,  Samuel  Beardsley,  Abraham 
Bockee,  Matthias  J.  Bovee,  John  "W.  Brown,  C.  C.  Cambre- 
leng,  Graham  H.  Chapin,  Timothy  Childs,  John  Cramer, 
Ulysses  F.  Doubleday,  Valentine  Efher,  Dudley  Farlin, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  "William  K.  Fuller,  Ransom  H.  Gillet, 
Francis  Granger,  Gideon  Hard,  Abner  Hazeltine,  Hiram  P. 
Hunt,  Abel  Huntington,  Gerrit  T.  Lansing,  George  W^.  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Stephen  B.  Leonard,  Thomas  C. 
Love,  Ab^ah  Mann,  jr.,  William  Masofl,  John  McKeon,  Ely 
Moore,  Sherman  Page,  Joseph  Reynolds,  David  Russell, 
■William  Seymour,  Nicholas  Sickles,  William  Taylor,  Joel 
Turrill,  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  Wardwell. 

New  Jerset/. — Philemon  Dickerson,  Samuel  Fowler,  Thos. 
Lee,  James  Parker,  Ferdinand  S.  Schenck,  William  N. 
Shinn. 


appointed  tellers ;  and,  on  counting  the  ballots, 
it  appeared  that  225  had  been  given,  as  foUows : 

Tor  James  K.  Polk,  -  132 

John  Bell,  -        -        -        -  84 

Scattering  and  blanks,  9 

The  honorable  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee, 
having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
given,  was  declared  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the 
24th  Congress ;  and  returned  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred,  in  the  following  address : 


Pennsylvania.— J osQph  B.  Anthony,  Michael  W.  Ash, 
John  Banks,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Andrew  Buchanan,  George 
Chambers,  William  P.  Clark,  Edward  Darlington,  Harmar 
Denny,  Jacob  Fry,  jr.,  John  Galbraith,  James  Harper,  Sam- 
uel S.  Harrison,  Joseph  Henderson,  William  Heister,  Ed- 
ward B.  Hubley,  Joseph  E.  IngersoU,  John  Klingensmith, 
jr.,  John  Laporte,  Henry  Logan,  Job  Mann,  Thomas  M.  T. 
McKcnnan,  Jesse  Miller,  Matthias  Morris,  Henry  A.  Muh- 
lenberg, David  Potts,  jr.,  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  David  D. 
Wagoner. 

Delaware. — John  J.  Milligan. 

Maryland. — Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Isaac 
McKim,  James  A.  Pearce,  John  N.  Steele,  Francis  Thomas, 
James  Turner,  George  C.  Washington. 

Virginia. — James  M.  H.  Beale,  James  W.  Bouldin,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles,  Eobert  Craig,  Gcorgo 
C.  Dromgoole,  James  Garland,  G.  W.  Hopkins,  Joseph 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  George  Loyall,  Edward  Lucas, 
John  T.  Mason,  William  McComas,  Charles  F.  Mercer, 
William  S.  Morgan,  Jolm  M.  Patton,  John  Roane,  John 
Robertson,  John  Taliaferro,  Henry  A.  "Wise. 

North  Carolina. — Jesse  A.  Bynum,  Henfy  W.  Connor, 
Edmund  Deberry,  Jamea  Graham,  Micajah  T.  Hawkins, 
James  J.  McKay,  William  Montgomery,  Ebenezer  Petti- 
grew,  Abraham  Eencher,  ■William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Jesse  Speight,  Lewis  Williams. 

South  Carolina. — Eobert  B.  Campbell,  William  J.  Gray- 
son, John  K.  Griffin,  James  H.  Hammond,  Richard  J.  Man- 
ning, Francis  W.  Pickens,  Henry  L.  Finckney,  Jamea 
Rogers,  Waddy  Thompson,  jr. 

Georgia. — Jesse    F.  Cleveland,    John   Cofifee,   Thomas 
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[December,  1835. 


Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  accepting  the  high  station  to  which  I  am 
called  by  the  voice  of  the  assembled  representatives 
of  the  people,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  high 
distinction  which  is  always  conferred  upon  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  this  House,  and  with  the  weight  of 
the  responsibility  which  devolves  upon  him.  With- 
out experience  in  this  place,  called  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  House,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
to  invoke,  in  advance,  the  indulgent  forbearance 
of  its  members,  for  any  errors  of  judgment  which 
may  occur  in  the  discharge  of  the  severe  duties 
which  will  devolve  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  pleas- 
ure to  endeavor  to  administer  the  laws  which 
may  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  House 
justly  and  impartially  towards  its  members,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  that  order  which 
is  indispensable  to  our  character  as  a  body,  and  to 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interests.  To  preserve 
the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  its  high  character 
before  the  country,  so  far  as  shall  depend  upon  its 
presiding  officer,  will  be  objects  of  my  deepest  so- 
licitude ;  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  the  co-opera- 
tion and  support  of  all  its  members,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

I  return  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  sincere  acknowl- 
edgments for  this  manifestation  of  your  confidence, 
in  electing  me  to  this  high  station ;  and  my  ardent 
hope  is,  that  our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive 
the  approbation  of  our  constituents,  and  result  in 
the  advancement  of  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  ITortli  Carolina,  (the  oldest 
member  in  the  House,)  administered  the  usual 
oath  to  the  Speaker,  when  the  latter  qualified 
the  members  by  States,  as  also  the  territorial 
delegates  from  Arkansas,  Florida,  and  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Bkaedsley  submitted  a  resolution  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Walter  S.  Feakklot  Clerk  of  the 
House ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  that  that  body,  having  assembled 
and  formed  a  quorum,  were  ready  to  proceed 
with  legislative  business ;  and  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  meet  such  committee  as  might  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
Congress,  having  assembled,  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  he  may  choose 
to  make. 

Glascock,  Seatou  Grantlanil,  Charles  E.  Haynos,  Hopkins 
Holsey,  Jabez  Jackson,  Georgo  "W.  Owens,  Georgo  "W.  B. 
Towns. 

Alabama.~~T.e\Lben  Chapman,  Joab  Lawler,  Dixon  H. 
Lewis,  Francis  8.  Lyon,  Joshua  L.  Martin. 

Mississippi.— Dn.viS.  Dickson,  J,  F.  H.  Claiborne. 

Zouisiana. — Ilice  Garland,  Henry  Johnson.  Eleazer  "W. 
Eipley. 

Tennessee.— Jnhn  Bell,  Samuel  Bunch,  William  B.  Car- 
ter, William  C.  Dunlap,  John  B.  Forester,  Adam  Huntsman, 
Cave  Johnson,  Luke  Lea,  Abram  P.  Maury,  Balio  Peyton, 
James  K.  Polk,  E.  J.  Shields,  James  Standefer. 

Kentucky. — Chilton  Allan,  Lynn  Boyd,  John  Calhoon, 
John  Chambers,  Eichard  French,  William  J.  Graves,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  James  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  Eichard  M. 
Johnson,  Joseph  E.  Underwood,  John  White,  Sherrod 
■  Williams. 


Election  of  Printer. 

Mr.  Coffee,  submitted  a  resolution,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  printer  for  the  24th  Congress ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  nominated  Messrs. 
Blaik  &  EivES ; 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  nominated 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  ;  and 

Mr.  Peyton,  ot  Tennessee,  nominated  Messrs. 
Bbadfoed  &  Leaened. 

Whole  number  of  votes  223  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice  112. 

For  Messrs.  Blair  &  Kives,  -        -  133 

"         Gales  &  Seaton,         -  59 

"         Bradford  &  Learned,  -  -      26 

Scattering,                             -  -        7 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Blair  &  Eives  were  de- 
clared duly  elected  printers  to  the  twenty-fourth 
Congress. 


Tuesday,  December  8. 

Messrs.  Jackson  of  Massachusetts,  Galbeaith 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Tueneb  of  Maryland,  ap- 
peared, and  were  qnalified. 

President's  Message. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his 
private  secretary ;  which  was  read.  (See  Sen- 
ate proceedings  of  this  date.) 

Mr.  Beaedslet  submitted  a  resolution,  com- 
mitting the  Message  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  that 
10,000  copies,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  be  jjrinted  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Death  of  Mr.  Smith. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  death  of  the  honorable  Nathan 
Smith,  a  member  of  that  body,  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take 
place  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Touoby,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a  res- 
olution that  the  members  of  the  House  would 


Missouri.— 'Wima.m  H.  Ashley,  Albert  G.  Harrison. 

HUnois.—Zaiodi.  Casey,  William  L.  May,  John  Eeynolds. 

Indiana. — Eatliff  Boon,  John  Carr,  John  "W.  Davis,  Ed- 
ward A.  Hannegan,  Georgo  L.  Kinnard,  Amos  Lane,  Jona- 
than McCarty. 

0/ko.— William  K.  Bond,  John  Chancy,  Thomas  Corwin, 
Joseph  H.  Crane,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Ellas  Howell,  Benja- 
min Jones,  William  Kennon,  Daniel  Kilgore,  Sampson  Ma- 
son, Jeremiah  McLone,  William  Patterson,  Jonathan  Sloane, 
David  Spangler,  Bellamy  Storer,  John  Thompson,  Samuel 
F.  Tinton,  Taylor  Webster,  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

DELEGATES. 

Arkwnsas  rerWtory.— Ambrose  H.  Sevier. 
Morida  Territory.— Joseph  M.  White. 
Michigan  Territory.— Geoige  W.  Jones. 
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attend  tlie  funeral  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  -would 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  monrning  for  the  space 
of  thirty  days ;  -which  -was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  December  14. 

Messrs.  Geaves  of  Kentucky,  and  Gaeland 
of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Death  of  Mr.  Wildman. 

Mr.  Halet,  of  Connecticut,  announced  the 
death  of  his  colleague,  the  Hon.  Zalmon  Wild- 
man,  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
in  eulogy  of  tlie  deceased,  submitted  a  motion 
for  the  usual  demonstrations  of  respect  for  his 
memory ;  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Death  of  Mr.  Kane. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  deatli  of  the  Hon.  Elias  K. 
Kane,  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
informing  the  House  that  the  funeral  will  take 
place  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  half-past  12 
o'clock.     "Whereupon, " 

Mr.  Casey,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That,  in  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elias  K.  Kane, 
late  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Illinois, 
the  members  of  this  House  -wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Wednesday,  December  16. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
EiPLBY  of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columhia. 

Mr.  Faiefield,  understanding,  he  said,  that 
by  a  presentation  of  a  petition,  a  member  was 
not  made  responsible  for  its  propositions,  pre- 
sented a  petition  signed  by  173  females,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Ceamee  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Faiefield  then  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  said,  as  it  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  have  an  expression  of 
sentiment  on  this  subject,  by  the  House,  he 
would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial.   After  it  was  read, 

Mr.  EvEEETT  rose  to  ask  whether  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  member 
who  presented  the  petition. 

Mr.  Faiefield  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Slade  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the 
division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  yeas  ana 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bookee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  iSovee,  Boyd, 
Bro-wn,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  J.  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Claiborne,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner, 
Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
James  Garland,  Kice  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hammond,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvia, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mercer,  MiUigan, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Reed,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Seymour,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoelyVinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise 
—180. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clark,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Evans,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hubley,  William.  Jackson, 
Janes,  Laporte,  Love,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague, 
Wardwell,  Whittlesey— 31. 


Feiday,  December  18. 

Mr.  McKennan  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columlia. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Hammond  moved  that  the  petition  be 
not  received.  The  large  majority  by  which  the 
House  had  rejected  a  similar  petition  a  few  days 
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ago,  liad  been  very  gratifying  to  him,  and  no 
doubt  would  be  very  gratifying  to  tlie  whole 
South.  He  h_ad  hoped  it  would  satisfy  gentle- 
men charged  with  such  petitions,  of  the  impro- 
priety of  introducing  them  here.  Since,  how- 
ever, it  had  not  had  that  effect,  and  they  per- 
sisted still  in  urging  them  upon  the  House  and 
upon  the  country,  he  thought  it  was  not  requir- 
ing too  much  of  the  House,  to  ask  it  to  put  a 
more  decided  seal  of  reprobation  on  them,  by 
peremptorily  rejecting  this. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  surprised  to  discover 
that  there  are  gentlemen  who  are  not  content 
with  the  evidence  which  has  already  been  given 
that  a  very  large  majority  of  this  House  are  op- 
posed to  any  interference  whatever,  not  only 
with  the  rights  of  slaveholders  in  the  Southern 
States,  but  with  the  existence  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  We  have  already  laid 
on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one, 
two  memorials  similar  to  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  But  gentlemen  say  those  votes 
are  equivocal ;  they  wish  to  have  direct  proof 
that  the  rights  cf  slaveholders  are  not  in  danger 
from  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
Mr.  T.  said  that  he  did  not  concur  in  this  opin- 
ion. The  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been 
given  to  signify  a  decided  opposition  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  nevertheless,  he 
would  make  a  motion  which  would,  he  thought, 
place  this  subject  before  the  House  in  a  position 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  misap- 
prehension which  really  existed,  and  deprive 
every  man  everywhere  of  all  pretext  for  main- 
taining that  southern  property  and  southern 
rights  are  in  danger. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
given  by  the  House  in  favor  of  considering  this 
petition,  and  said,  if  this  motion  is  adopted, we 
shall  then  have  this  petition  before  us  in  the 
position  in  which  it  was  placed  when  first 
presented  to  the  House.  In  the  vote  given  in 
favor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many 
members  had  been  undoubtedly  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Some  members  who  are  in  favor  of 
rejecting  this,  and  other  similar  memorials,  and 
others  who  are  in  favor  of  receiving  and  then 
laying  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like 
import,  united  in  the  vote  which  he  had  moved 
to  reconsider.  Tiiis  strange  combination  could 
not  have  been  created  without  a  mistake  some- 
where. Gentlemen  must  have  supposed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider  this 
memorial,  the  difiBculty  which  has  arisen  by 
reason  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  would  alone 
be  removed;  and  that,  instead  of  postponing 
until  to-morrow  all  action  on  this  subject,  we 
would  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it,  either  by  a 
vote  to  reject  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peyton  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  again,  but  for  the  po- 
sition assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  That  gentleman  contended  that  the  right 
of  petition  was  a  sacred  right,  guaranteed  to 
every  American  citizen  under  the  constitution ; 


and  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  deprive 
them  of  the  exercise  of  that  right.  Mr.  P.  said 
they  had  the  right  to  petition,  and  to  think  and 
to  say  what  they  pleased ;  and,  further,  they 
had  the  right  to  send  any  matter  they  choose 
throughout  all  the  country,  without  regard  to 
consequences,  and  that  House  had  no  power  to 
resist  it.  But,  then,  he  claimed  that,  when  it 
came  to  that  House,  the  representatives  had 
the  right  to  treat  it  and  dispose  of  it  in  such 
manner  as  they  thought  best.  Was  the  sacred 
right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many  other 
sacred  rights — the  right  to  property,  to  liberty, 
and  to  life  ? 

Ml-.  Ripley  said  that  in  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  care  should  be  taken 
rather  to  allay  the  public  feeling  than  to  add 
to  the  existing  excitement.  The  right  of  peti- 
tion was  a  solemn  one,  and  had  been  guaranteed 
from  the  time  of  magna  charta  to  the  present 
moment.  Our  citizens  have  a  right  to  petition 
for  a  change  of  their  constitution,  and,  indeed, 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  government. 
Every  decorous  memorial  should  be  received ; 
but,  when  received,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  dispose  of  it  &»  it  may  deem  proper. 
The  motion  to  reject  this  petition  was  an  inci- 
pient question,  and,  in  his  opinion,  should  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  Wise  was  for  sustaining  the  motion  to 
reconsider ;  and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he 
had  voted  under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting 
for  the  motion  to  consider  the  petition,  he 
thought  he  was  voting  to  have  a  direct  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  He  was  intending  to 
bring  the  House  also  to  a  direct  decision  of  the 
question,  and  had  no  idea  after  the  House  had 
decided  it  would  consider  the  petition,  that  the 
consideration  itself  would  be  evaded. 

Mr.  W.  had  misapprehended  in  another  par- 
ticular. He  had  not  understood  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  be  to  con- 
sider the  petition  to-day,  but  to  consider  his  mo- 
tion to  reject  the  petition,  which  was  what  Mr. 
W.  wished  to  consider.  So  help  him  God,  he 
never  wished  to  consider  the  petition  of  an  in- 
cendiary, but  he  would  consider  the  motion  to 
reject  the  petition,  and  he  warned  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  that  these  were  the 
means  of  evading  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hammond  said  it  had  been  far  from  his 
intention,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to 
throw  a  firebrand  into  that  House.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  hoped  by  it  to  exclude  one 
from  the  House.  He  thought  the  motion  a  very 
simple  and  direct  one ;  and,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  no  idea  that 
the  House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its 
own  dignity,  and  the  feelings  of  its  members, 
by  rejecting  instanter  any  thing  calculated  to 
affect  either  the  one  or  the  oth-er.  If  the  House 
had  no  such  rule,  the  rule  of  common  sense 
ought  to  govern  it. 

Mr.  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
no  disposition  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
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deeply  exciting  question  at  any  time,  and  his 
respect  for  tlte  rules  of  the  House  would  pre- 
vent his  attempting  to  do  so,  under  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Thomas) 
to  reconsider ;  which  motion  he  hoped  would 
he  withdrawn,  and  then  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bbaedslet,) 
so  far  modified  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  who  are  most  sensitiye  upon  this  agitating 
question ;  and  he  rose  to  add  his  request  to  the 
suggestion  made  by  his  friend  (he  hoped  he 
might  so  call  him)  from  Virginia.  This  was 
not  the  last  memorial  of  the  same  character 
which  would  be  sent  here.  It  was  perfectly 
apparent  that  the  question  must  be  met  now, 
or  at  some  futm-e  time,  fully  and  explicitly,  and 
such  an  expression  of  this  House  given  as  could 
leave  po  possible  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  entertained  by  its  members. 
He,  (Mr.  P.,)  indeed,  considered  the  overwhelm- 
ing vote  of  the  House  the  other  day,  laying  a 
memorial  of  similar  tenor,  and,  he  believed, 
the  same  in  terms,  upon  the  table,  as  fixing 
upon  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.  He  supposed 
that  all  sections  of  the  country  would  be  satis- 
fied with  that  expression ;  but  gentlemen  seem- 
ed now  to  consider  the  vote  as  equivocal  and 
evasive.  He  was  unwilling  that  any  imputation 
should  rest  upon  the  North,  in  consequence  of 
the  misguided  and  fanatical  zeal  of  a  few — 
comparatively  very  few — who,  however  honest 
might  have  been  their  purposes,  he  believed 
had  done  incalculable  mischief,  and  whose 
movements  he  knew  received  no  more  sanction 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
North,  th*  they  did  at  the  South.  For  one, 
he,  (Mr.  P.,)  whUe  he  would  be  the  last  to  in- 
fringe upon  any  of  the  sacred  reserved  rights 
of  the  people,  was  prepared  to  stamp  with  dis- 
approbation, in  the  most  express  and  unequivo- 
cal terms,  the  whole  movement  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  PioKBNS  said  he  would  confine  himself  to 
what  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  That  gentleman  had  asked, 
why  was  it  that  discussion  was  desired  upon 
that  floor  ?  and  intimated  that  certain  fanatics, 
as  well  in  the  South  as  in  the  North,  desired  to 
agitate  this  question.  Mr.  P.  desired  to  take 
that  opportunity  to  throw  back  the  insinuation 
with  scorn  and  contempt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we 
do  desire  to  agitate  this  question.  'We  desire 
it,  because  we  believe  we  have  been  foully 
slandered  before  the  world ;  and  I  stand  here 
prepared,  at  any  time  when  the  question  shall 
come  up,  to  vindicate  the  institutions  of  the 
people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
from  the  foul  aspersion  and  calumny  thrown 
upon  them.  These  are  the  motives  which 
prompt  us  to  desire  discussion.  He  had  heard 
some  insinuations  thrown  out  from  higher 
quarters  than  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
that  certain  gentlemen  of  the  South,  belonging 
to  a  certain  party,  desired  the  discussion  of  this 
question  to  advance  the  interests  of  a  particular 
individual ;  and  he  would  again  repeat  that  it 


was  a  foul  and  infamous  calumny,  and  those 
who  uttered  it  knew  it  to  be  such  when  they 
uttered  it. 

Mr.  Howard  said,  in  order  to  check  even 
himself  in  debate,  and  with  a  view,  if  he  could, 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether 
in  the  outset  he  was  right  or  not,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  motion  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, (Mr.  Thomas,)  from  whom  it  gave  him 
great  pain  to  differ,  on  the  table. 

The  question  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  was  decided  in  the  aflarmative — 
ayes  119,  noes  72. 


MoifiiAT,  December  21. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  OolumMa. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wrentham,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  to  reject  the  petition  still  pend- 
ing, 

Mr.  OwEsrs  rose  to  address  the  House ;  hut, 

Mr.  PiKOKNEY  expressed  a  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  suspended,  in  order  to  present 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  Owens  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  reconcile  the  confiioting  opinions 
of  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  and  to  submit  certain 
propositions,  which,  he  trusted,  if  the  House 
would  accept,  would  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate,  and  dangerous  question.  It  was  use- 
less for  him'  to  regret  that  this  question  had 
been  brought  before  the  House.  It  was  useless 
to  regret  that  this  question  had  been  the  subject 
of  discussion.  The  apple  of  discord  had  been 
thrown  into  the  House. 

Mr.  O.  then  sent  the  following  resolutions  to 
the  Chair,  which  were  read : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Con- 
gress. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  in  case  any  pe- 
titions, praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  reading. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  relating  to 
it,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative 
— yeas  140,  nays  76. 

So  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depend- 
ing thereon,  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Patton  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  House,  by  which  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District,  presented  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Beiggs,)  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  motion  having  been  taken  up, 
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Mr.  Patton"  said  that  the  vote  which  had 
heen  just  taken  against  suspending  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taldng  up  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Owens,)  must  have  convinced  the  House,  and 
especially  those  gentlemen  from  the  South  who 
had  voted  for  laying  the  former  petition  on  the 
table,  inconsistently  with  their  vote  on  Friday 
last  upon  the  same  proposition,  of  the  futility 
of  any  such  scheme  as  had  heen  proposed  for 
procuring  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  upon  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petitions  that  had 
been  oilered,  and  would  continue  to  be  offered, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Those  with  whom  he  felt  and 
acted  on  this  question  gave  this  apparently 
inconsistent  vote  under  the  belief  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  suspending  the  rules 
to  take  up  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  They  so  calculated,  and  were 
deceived  or  mistaken.  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  had  no 
confidence  in  such  calculation,  and  was  not 
mistaken.  That  vote,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  think,  has 
further  demonstrated  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt 
to  avoid  this  subject  by  any  parliamentary 
manoeuvre,  and  that  the  only  way  of  obtaining 
a  direct  vote  upon  the  great  and  interesting 
questions  embraced  by  them,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  presenting  the  question  growing 
out  of  the  petitions  in  connection  with  the  peti- 
tions themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  necessary  that  this  House 
should  be  apprised  and  fully  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  quieting  the  anxiety,  the  agita- 
tion, and  the  alarm  for  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  which  are  abroad  in  the  land;  and 
that  as  the  means,  perhaps  the  only  means,  of 
doing  so,  it  should  meet  those  questions  direct- 
ly, and  dispose  of  them  decisively  and  perma- 
nently. I  am  ready  to  meet. these  questions; 
and  I  believe  I  express  the  universal  sentiment 
of  the  representation  from  the  South,  in  saying 
they  are  ready  to  meet  it;  and  while  we  do 
not  desire  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do 
nothing  to  provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will 
not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  shrink  from  it,  if 
it  he  forced  upon  us  from  other  quarters.  I 
prefer  voting  upon  the  questions  at  once,  and 
without  discussion,  if  possible.  If  this  subject 
must  be  discussed,  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  be  discussed,  in  the  spirit 
which  ought  to  characterize  members  of  the 
same  political  family,  and  alike  imbued  with 
the  patriotic  purpose  of  rendering  permanent 
this  great  and  glorious  Union. 

Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  recon- 
sidered, a  reference  made  by  inadvertence,  and 
then  the  petition  will  be  open  again, for  con- 
sideration ;  and,  in  connection  with  it,  let  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petition  be  presented 
for  the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  House 
in  some  form,  which  will  show  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  that  a  majority  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  North,  as  well 
as  of  the  South,  are  opposed  to  the  schemes  of 
the  abolitionists,  and  also  to  the  efforts  which 


are  making  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Let  it  be 
shown,  if  it  be  so,  that  there  is  such  a  majority 
opposed  to  an  interference  with  slavery  in  this 
District,  not  upon  considerations  merely  tempo- 
rary, and  influenced  by  existing  political  cir- 
cumstances, but  upon  those  high  and  paramount 
considerations  which  belong  to  the  great  rights 
of  property,  as  well  as  individual  and  political 
safety,  which  are  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  re- 
consider this  vote  would  not  prevail ;  and  he 
expressed  this  hope  for  the  very  reason  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Patton)  had 
assigned  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion.  It 
appears  to  me  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  the  only  way 
of  getting  this  question  from  the  view  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  of  all 
petitions  on  the  subject  in  the  same  way.  This 
is  not  a  new  opinion ;  I  assumed  this  position 
in  my  very  first  act  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
from  the  very  time  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  22d  Congress.  At  that 
time  fifteen  petitions  were  transmitted  to  me, 
not  from  my  own  constituents,  but  from  citizens 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  so  in  homage  to 
the  sacred  right  of  petition — a  right  which,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  treated  by  other 
members  of  this  House,  shall  never  be  treated 
by  me  other  than  with  respect. 

But,  not  being  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the 
petitions,  I  then  gave  notice  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country,  that  upon  the  supposition  that 
these  petitions  had  been  transmilied  to  me 
under  the  expectation  that  I  should  present 
them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  I  should  not  sup- 
port them.  And,  sir,  the  reason  which  I  gave 
at  that  time  for  declining  to  support  them  was 
precisely  the  same  reason  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  now  gives  for  reconsidering  this 
motion — namely,  to  keep  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  out  of  the  House.  I  said,  sir,  that  I 
believed  this  discussion  would  be  altogether 
unprofitable  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  ; 
but,  in  deference  to  the  sacred  right  of  petition, 
I  moved  that  these  fifteen  petitions,  aU  of  which 
were  numerously  signed,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  at 
the  head  of  which  was,  at  that  time,  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Virginia,  now,  I  regret  to  say 
—and  the  whole  country  has  occasion  to  regret 
— no  more.  These  petitions  were  thus  referred, 
and,  after  a  short  period  of  time,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
made  a  report  to  this  House,  which  report  was 
read,  and  unanimously  accepted ;  and  nothing 
more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions  from 
that  day  to  this.  In  taking  the  course  I  then 
took,  I  was  not  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  my  own  constituents;  there  were 
many  among  them,  persons  as  respectable,  and 
as  entitled  to  consideration  as  any  others,  who 
disapproved  of  the  course  I  pursued  on  that 
occasion. 
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Attemptg  were  made  withia  the  district  I 
then  represented,  to  get  np  meetings  of  the 
people  to  instruct  me  to  pursue  a  different 
course,  or  to  multiply  petitions  of  the  same 
character.  These  efforts  were  continued  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  long  session  of  Congress  ; 
hut,  I  am  gratified  to  add,  without  any  other 
result  than  that,  from  one  single  town  of  the 
district  which  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  a 
solitary  petition  was  forwarded  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  with  a  request  that  I 
would  present  it  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  pre- 
sent it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  I 
believe  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  it 
since.  From  the  experience  of  this  session,  I 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  true  and  only 
method  of  keeping  this  subject  out  of  discussion 
was,  to  take  that  course ;  to  refer  all  petitions 
of  this  kind  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  some  other  Committee  of  the 
House,  to  receive  their  report,  and  to  accept  it 
unanimously.  This  does  equal  justice  to  all 
parties  in  the  country ;  it  avoids  the  discussion 
of  this  agitating  question  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  other,  it  pays  a  due  respect  to  the  right 
of  the  constituent  to  petition. 

Two  years  afterwards,  similar  petitions  were 
presented,  and  at  that  time,  an  effort  made, 
without  success,  to  do  that  which  has  now  been 
done  successfully  in  one  instance.  An  effort 
was  made  to  lay  these  petitions  on  the  table ; 
the  House  did  not  accede  to  the  proposition : 
they  referred  the  petitions  as  they  had  been  be- 
fore referred,  and  with  the  same  result.  For, 
from  the  moment  that  these  petitions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, they  go  to  the  family  vault  "  of  all  the 
Capulets,"  and  you  will  never  hear  of  them 
afterwards 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a 
gentleman  from  the  State  of  New  York,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  this  House,  now  no  longer 
here,  which  I  regret  to  say,  although  I  do  not 
doubt  that  his  place  is  well  supplied,  presented 
one  or  more  petitions  to  this  effect,  and  deliv- 
ered a  long  and  eloquent  speech  of  two  hours 
in  support  of  them.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
He  was  not  answered  :  not  a  word  was  said, 
but  the  vote  of  the  House  was  taken  ;  the  peti- 
tions were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District,  and  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of 
them  since.  At  the  same  session,  or  probably 
at  the  very  last  session,  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  the  same 
effect,  and  declared  in  his  place  that  he  himself 
concurred  in  all  the  opinions  expressed.  Did 
this  declaration  light  up  the  flame  of  discord  in 
this  House  ?  Sir,  he  was  heard  with'  patience 
and  complacency.  He  moved  the  reference  of 
the  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the 
sleep  of  death.  Mr.  Adams  speaking  from  re- 
collection, was  [the  Reporter  is  requested  by  him 
to  state]  mistaken  with  respect  to  the  reference 


of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  to  the  committee.  They  were  then 
for  the  first  time  laid  on  the  table,  as  was  the 
motion  to  print  one  of  them.  At  the  preceding 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  as  at  all  former 
times,  all  such  petitions  had  been  referred  to 
committees  and  printed  when  so  desired.  Why 
not  adopt  the  same  course  now  ?  Here  is  a  pe- 
tition which  has  been  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Leave 
it  there,  and  my  word  for  it,  sir,  you  wiU  have 
just  such  a  result  as  has  taken  place  time  after 
time  before.  Tour  Committee  on  the  District 
certainly  is  not  an  abolition  committee.  You 
will  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  report  from 
them ;  the  House,  sub  silentio,  will  adopt  it,  and 
you  will  hear  no  more  about  it.  But  if  you  are 
to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table  ;  if  you  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion that  this  House  will  not  receive  any  more 
petitions,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  In  a 
large  portion  of  this  country  every  individual 
member  who  votes  with  you  will  be  left  at 
home  at  the  next  election,  and  some  one  will 
be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table. 

What  will  be  the  next  consequence?  Sir, 
you  will  have  discussion ;  and,  to  my  regret  I 
say  it,  discussion  has  been  called  for  and  chal- 
lenged upon  this  floor.  It  has  been  challenged. 
And  what  will  the  discussion  amount  to  ?  A 
discussion  upon  the  merits  of  slavery.  Sir,  on 
such  a  discussion  every  speech  made  by  a  Eep- 
resentative  from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  in  this  House,  will  be  an  incendiary  pam- 
phlet, and  what  will  you  do  with  them  ?  The 
speeches  of  my  colleagues,  probably  of  myself, 
will  be  incendiary ;  because,  if  discussion  is 
thrust  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
speech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  upon 
which  such  torrents  of  denunciation  have  been 
poured  upon  us.  If  I  were  capable  of  the  craven 
and  recreant  spirit  of  shrinking  from  expressing, 
not  probably  so  much  my  own  sentiments  as 
those  of  my  constituents,  I  should  go  home  to 
their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  mail 
who  would  represent  them  more  faithfully. 

Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  these  incendiary 
pamphlets,  the  speeches  in  this  House,  if  they 
go  to  the  public?  What  will  be  done  with 
them  by  the  public  press?  The  newspapers 
report  these  speeches ;  every  speech  is  circu- 
lated through  your  whole  country ;  and  how 
can  you  arrest  it  ?  Will  you  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  members  of  this  House  shall  not 
speak  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  sublime  mer- 
its of  slavery  ?  You  must  have  a  resolution  of 
this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid  upon  your  table 
this  morniog — a  resolution  that  no  member  of 
this  House  shall  dare  to  utter  an  incendiary 
sentiment  ?  And  what  is  that  incendiary  sen- 
timent ?  Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  contents 
of  these  pamphlets.  Well,  sir,  you  begin  with 
suppressing  the  right  of  petition ;  you  must 
next  suppress  the  right  of  speech  in  this  House ; 
for  you  must  offer  a  resolution  that  every  mem- 
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■faer  wlio  dares  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this 
kind  shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speeches  shall 
not  go  forth  to  the  public— shall  not  be  circu- 
lated. "What  will  be  the  consequence  then? 
You  suppress  the  right  of  petition ;  you  sup- 
press the  freedom  of  speech ;  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  and  the  freedom  of  religion ;  for,  in  the 
minds  of  many  worthy,  hones-t,  and  honorable 
men,  fanatics,  if  you  please  so  to  call  them,  this 
is  a  religious  question,  in  which  they  act  under 
what  they  believe  to  be  a  sense  of  duty  to  their 
God ;  and,  however  erroneous  may  be  their 
conclusions,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  House, 
to  judge  them.  Therefore,  sir,  in  deference  to 
what  has  been  heretofore  the  usage  of  this 
House,  in  deference  to  the  respect  which  is  due 
to  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  respect  which 
is  due  to  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  free- 
dom of  the  press,  and  freedom  of  religion,  I 
hope  that  this  petition  will  be  left  where  it  has 
been  placed  by  the  House,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  it. 

Mr.  Thompsojt  said:  As  to  discussing  this 
subject  before  any  human  tribunal,  I  will  not. 
I  will  not  condescend  to  vindicate  to  this  House 
or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  our  domestic 
institutions.  It  is  no  affair  of  yours ;  you  have 
no  right  to  touch  it,  still  less  to  demand  a  rea- 
son of  us  for  its  continuance.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Pieecb,  and  I  must 
say  that  his  voice  -sounded  in  my  ear  as  the 
voice  of  a  friend,  said  that  we  of  the  South, 
could  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  the 
North ;  that  in  his  district  there  was  not  one 
abolitionist  in  five  hundred.  If  I  did  not  know 
it  before,  I  do  now,  sir,  because  he  has  said  so. 
Let  me  say,  in  my  turn,  that  he  does  not  know 
the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South,  and  I  do,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  my  responsibilities, 
declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  will  satisfy 
the  excited,  the  almost  frenzied  South,  but  an 
indignant  rejection  of  these  petitions;  such  a 
rejection  as  will,  at  the  same  time  that  it  re- 
spects the  right  of  petitioning,  express  the 
pre-determination,  the  foregone  conclusion,  of 
the  House  on  the  subject — a  rejection,  sir, 
that  will  satisfy  the  South,  and  serve  as  an  in- 
dignant rebuke  to  the  fanatics  of  the  North. 
But  we  are  told  that  such  a  course,  whilst  it 
would  satisfy  the  South,  would  offend  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North.  How  so,  sir?  I  had  thought 
that  it  was  the  South,  that  was  interfered  with, 
the  South  that  was  injured,  that  it  was  the 
South  that  was  to  be  satisfied.  "Who  is  it  at 
the  North  that  we  are  to  conciliate?  The 
fanatics  ?  Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir  ?  Never  be- 
fore was  so  vile  a  band  dignified  with  that  name. 
They  are  murderers,  foul  murderers,  accessories 
before  the  fact,  and  they  know  it,  of  murder, 
robbery,  rape,  infanticide.  Sir,  this  question 
must  be  settled ;  if  I  may  so  speak,  it  must  be 
killed ;  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
the  South,  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
great  repulalic,  the  permanency  of  our  institu- 
tions, demand  it ;  in  short,  sir,  every  considera- 


tion which  can  address  itself  to  a  patriot 
demands  it.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the 
powerful  elements  both  on  this  and  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  already  in  incipient  com- 
motion, already  rumbling  in  their  deep  crater, 
he  is  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  see  that  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  union,  concert,  all  the 
patriotism,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  wisdom  of  our 
whole  country,  will  be  demanded.  Shall  we, 
sir,  continue  to  stir  this  most  prolific  source  of 
discord,  aye,  of  hatred,  or  shall  we  settle  it,  and 
forever  ? 


Ttjesdat,  December  22. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columtia. 

The  question  being  that  depending  from  yes- 
terday, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pattojt,  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  a  memorial 
praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District — 

Mr.  Geangee,  of  New  York,  said : 

Sir,  who  are  these  petitioners?  They  are 
persons  who,  looking  to  the  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution of  their  country,  and  finding  there  that 
Congress  has  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation 
for  this  District,  and  not  looking  beyond  that, 
to  the  grants  of  session  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  to  see  under  what  reser- 
vations those  grants  were  made  and  accepted ; 
and  without  stopping  to  ask  the  still  more 
important  question,  whether  the  residents  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  require  any  interfer- 
ence, suppose  that  Congress  have  the  right  to 
legislate  upon  this  subject.  Starting  upon  this 
abstract  proposition,  they  have  supposed  they 
had  a  right  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  House, 
and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of  Government  of  a 
free  nation  should  be  inhabited  by  those  only 
who  are  free. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petition- 
ers ;  and  I  can  never  consent  that  they  should 
be  designated  as  murderers,  or  that  their 
names  should  be  mingled  with  those  of  the 
abolitionists. 


"Wednesday,  December  23. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columlia. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  by 
a  vote  of  104  to  79,  and  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Owens  said,  in  consequence  of  the  wide 
range  which  the  debate  had  taken,  he  had 
determined  to  move  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  discussion  upon  the  motion  to  commit. 
The  same  course  he  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
every  similar  petition  which  might  be  pre- 
sented. His  resolutions  on  the  subject,  which 
he  had  indicated  to  the  House,  he  would  offer 
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when  the  States  were  called  for  resolntions. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  petition  and  the  motion 
to  commit  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  made  a  point  of  order.  Had  not 
the  motion  to  reject  precedence  of  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  ? 

The  Ohaik  said  no  motion  to  reject  was  be- 
fore the  House,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  "Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Teas! — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crane,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Philo  0.  Fuller,  William 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hannogan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S. 
Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Kianard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  -Thomas  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Augustine  H.  Shepherd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams — 144. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Hcman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon,  William  B, 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Gushing,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hammond,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Lyon,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan, 
Milligan,  Morris,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rob- 
ertson, Rogers,  Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Slade, 
Sprague,  Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  White,  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise — G7. 

So  the  petition  and  the  motion  to  commit 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WEDjrasDAT,  December  30. 

Hepresentative  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Beaedslet  said  it  was  within  the  recol- 
ection  of  the  House  that,  a  few  days  since,  he 


had  moved  that  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
sented himself  there  as  a  representative  from 
what  is  called  the  State  of  Michigan,  be  per- 
mitted to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  floor  during 
the  sittings  of  the  House.  It  seemed  due 
from  himself  that  he  should  ask  the  House  to 
consider  that  motion ;  but,  before  doing  so,  ho 
wished  to  suggest  that  he  designed  to  modify 
his  proposition,  by  merely  asking  the  House  to 
permit  that  gentleman  to  come  within  the  hall 
during  the  sitings  of  the  House  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  spectator;  that,  he  trusted,  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  whole  House;  and  he  had 
done  it  with  reference  to  former  precedents, 
particularly  that  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the 
Chair,  to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  table,  for  tlie 
information  of  the  House,  and  was  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  claims  to  have 
been  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  spectator  within  the  hall  during  the  sit- 
tings of  this  House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  Beaedslet  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Beaedslet  then  moved  the  foregoing 
resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned. 


TxTESDAT,  December  31. 

Messrs.  Claieoknb  and  Diokson,  Eepresent- 
atives  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  appeared, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Wednesdat,  January  6,  1836. 

Seminole  Hostilities. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambbeleng,  the  House 

resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Connob  in  the 

chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambkeleng,  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  following  bill : 

.4  hill  making  an  appropriation  for  repressing  hos- 
tilities commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  the  sum  of  $80,000  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  expenses  attending  the  repression  of  hos- 
tilities commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  subject  was  read ;  when 

Mr.  Cambreleng  briefly  adverted  to  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  Seminoles,  their 
having  laid  waste  and  desolated  the  country 
for  eighty  miles,  &c. 

Mr.  VixTON  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  in  possession  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  this  war,  or  who 
commenced  it  ? 

Mr.  Oambeeleug  said  he  had  in  his  posses- 
sion a  package   of  documents  containing   the 
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desired  information.  The  disturbance  had 
grown  out  of  a  treaty  with  the  Seminoles,  the 
execution  of  which  had  been  postponed  from 
time  to  time  by  them ;  and  when  a  portion  of 
these  Indians  had  determined  to  remove,  two 
of  their  own  chiefs  had  been  murdered  by  them- 
selves, &c.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  could 
examine  the  correspondence  in  his  possession, 
and  he  would  be  able  to  satisfy  himself  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Vinton  inquired  when  the  treaty  alluded 
to  was  made  ?  He  did  not  wi?h  to  delay  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  treaty  of 
1823,  or  1824,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to 
amend  it  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  United 
States  to  carry  that  treaty  into  effect. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng-  adverted  to  the  necessity 
of  speedy  action  upon  this  subject.  The  war 
was  progressing.  Fifteen  hundred  Indians 
were  in  the  field,  and  they  were  opposed  by 
only  about  two  hundred  troops.  Unless  speedily 
repressed,  they  would  probably  make  inroads 
upon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  desired  to  raise  a  question  or  a 
debate  upon  the  treaty,  he  could  select  another 
opportunity,,  without  embarrassing  the  present 
measure. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introducing,  after  the  word 
"  to  be  expended,"  the  words  "  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to 
law."  My  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  now 
stands  is,  that  it  is  an  appropriation  rather  too 
indefinite ;  and  I  make  this  motion  now,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticipate  what  I  presume  will 
be  an  amendment  proposed  in  another  place, 
than  for  any  other  consideration.  And  I  make 
it  now  the  more  readily,  because  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  case  of  a 
similar  appropriation,  not  only  the  appropria- 
tion itself  failed,  but  the  whole  biU  to  which  it 
was  annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  one 
it  was)  failed  entirely,  as  I  understood,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indefinite  nature  of  the  appro- 
priation. 

I  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore^  to  assent  to 
the  introduction  of  something  like  these  terms  : 
"  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  law." 

Mr.  Oambbelbno  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
laid  aside. 


Wedjstesdat,  January  13. 

Slmery  in  the  District  of  Oolunibia. 

The  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Jaevis,  came  up  in  order : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  deliberate 


opinion  of  the  House  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table  without  being  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  pending  was  the  following 
amendment,  oflfered  by  Mr.  Wise  : 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  power  of  legislation 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  ;  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  will  be  not 
only  unauthorized  but  dangerous  to  the  union  of 
the  States. 

Mr.  Jaevis  modified  his  resolution  as  follows : 

Whereas  any  attempt  in  this  House  to  agitate  the 
question  of  slavery  is  calculated  to  disturb  the 
compromises  of  the  constitution,  to  endanger  the 
Union,  and,  if  persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  delib- 
erate opinion  of  the  House  that  the  same  ought  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  referred  or 
printed. 

Mr.  Allan,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  as  modified,  and  the  amendment,  on 
the  table. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  sub- 
ject on  the  "table  was  decided — yeas  58,  nays 
156. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 


Monday,  February  8. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  oifer  the  resolution,  heretofore  indica- 
ted by  him  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  objections  being  made,  he  moved 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
offer  the  resolution.  Decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  138,  nays  65. 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  then  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this 
House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered 
by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine,  (IVIr.  Jarvis,) 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  an  honor- 
able member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and  every 
other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  submitted 
in  relation  to  that  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy ;  and  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
puMic  faith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Union ;  assigning  such  reasons  for  these  con- 
clusions as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may 
be  best  calculated  to  enUghten  the  pubUo  mind,  to 
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repress  agitation,  to  allay  excitement,  to  sustain 
and  preserve  the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholding 
States  and  of  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  re- 
establish harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  ra- 
rious  sections  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BoTD  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
it  was  decided  ia  the  affirmative — yeas  118, 
nays  4'r.  So  the  main  question  -was  ordered 
to  be  put. 

Mr.  VraTON  called  for  the  division  of  the 
resolution  into  three  several  parts ;  so  that  the 
question  should  be  taken  on  the  following 
clauses  separately : 

1.  "  Resolved,  That  all  the  memorials  which 
have  been  offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented, 
to  this  House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  also  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Jarvis,)  Tvith  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed by  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise,)  and  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that 
may  be  submitted  in  relation  to  that  subject,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee." 

2.  "With  instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy." 

3.  "And  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia,  because  it  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Union." 

The  OnAiK  stated  the  division  indicated  was 
in  order,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
affirmed  by  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  first  member 
of  the  proposition,  as  above  divided,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  first  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  member  of  the  proposition  was 
determined  by — yeas  201,  nays  7. 

So  the  second  clause  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wise,  when  his  name  was  called,  rose 
and  said :  I  refuse  to  vote  at  all  upon  such  a  prop- 
osition; because  to  affirm  any  proposition  by 
declaratory  resolution  is  to  admit  it  needs 
affirmation ;  and  because  Congress  has  no  con- 
stitutional power  either  to  affirm  or  deny  any 
proposition  whatever,  in  relation  to  slavery  in 
the  States. 

Mr.  Pru-CKNET  moved  that  the  gentleman  be 
excused  from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  taken  on  the 
third  branch  of  the  proposition — ■ 

Mr.  Underwood  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  this  branch,  so  as  to  take  the  ques- 
tion on  the  clause  declaring  that  Congress 
"  ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  omitting  the 
reasons  therefor. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  division  was  in 
order,  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the 
first  clause  of  the  third  branch  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Under- 
wood,) it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleiig,  Carr, 
Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairiield, 
Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet, 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin 
Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney,  Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Weeks, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams — 163. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
George  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  DarUngton,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo 
C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Hard,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Vin- 
ton, Webster,  Whittlesey — il. 

So  the  first  member  of  the  third  clause,  as 
above  stated,,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  remaining  part  of  the 
third  clause,  was  decided  by — yeas  127,  nays 
75. 

So  the  remainder  of  the  third  clause  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  read  as  follows  : 

■'Aligning  such  reasons  for  these  conclusions 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  euUghten  the  public  mind,  to  repress 
agitation,  to  allay  excitement,  to  sustain  and  pre- 
serve the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States  and 
of  the  people  of  this  district,  and  to  re-establish 
harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  Union." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
this  residue  of  the  resolution,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  167,  nays  6. 

So  the  whole  resolution  was  carried,  and  the 
committee  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

Mr.  GarlaisT),  of  Louisiana,  asked  the  con- 
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sent  of  the  House  to  permit  him,  and  also  the 
gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  Virginia,  (Messrs. 
Glascock  and  Robeetson,)  to  enter  their  rea- 
sons on  the  journal  for  the  vote  given  by  them 
on  the  resolution  just  adopted. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Glascock  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  that  purpose ;  which 
was  disagreed  to. 

United  States  and  France. 
The  Speaker    laid  before    the  House    the 
following  Message  from  the   President  of  the 
United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  offered  its 
mediation  for  the  adjustment  of  the  dispute  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  Carefully  guarding 
that  point  in  the  controversy,  which,  as  it  involves 
our  honor  and  independence,  admits  of  no  compro- 
mise, I  have  cheerfully  accepted  the  offer.  It  will 
be  obviously  improper  to  resort  even  to  the  mildest 
measure  of  a  compulsory  character,  until  it  is  ascer- 
tained whether  France  has  declined  or  accepted  the 
mediation.  I  therefore  recommend  a  suspension  of 
all  proceedings  on  that  part  of  my  special  Message 
of  the  15th  of  January  last,  which  proposes  a  partial 
non-intercourse  with  France.  While  we  cannot  too 
highly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  disinterested 
motives  of  the  offer  of  Great  Britain,  and  have  a 
just  reliance  upon  the  great  influence  of  that  power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  ancient  friendship  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  know,  too, 
that  our  own  pacific  policy  will  be  strictly  adhered 
to,  until  the  national  honor  compels  us  to  depart 
from  it,  we  should  be  insensible  to  the  exposed 
condition  of  our  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of 
experience,  if  we  did  not  efficiently  and  sedulously 
prepare  for  an  adverse  result.  The  peace  of  a 
nation  does  not  depend  exclusively  upon  its  own 
will,  nor  upon  the  beneficent  policy  of  neighboring 
powers  ;  and  that  nation  which  is  found  totally 
unprepared  for  the  exigencies  and  dangers  of  war, 
although  it  come  without  having  given  warning  of 
its  approach,  is  criminally  negligent  of  its  honor 
and  its  duty.  I  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the 
recommendation  already  made  to  place  the  seaboard 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide the  means  for  amply  protecting  our  commerce. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  February  8,  183G. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Feidat,  February  12. 

The  Late  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 

Mr.  Ingbesoll,  with  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be 
instructed  to  cause  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  to  be  prepared  by  an  artist  of 
merit  and  reputation,  and  to  be  placed  in  the 
chamber  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  position  corresponding  with  that  of  the  bust  of 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay. 


Mr.  Iktgehsoll  said :  I  am  not  about  to  pro- 
nounce an  eulogium  on  the  character  of  John 
Marshall.  His  merits  are  already  recorded  in 
the  hearts  and  judgments  of  his  countrymen. 
A  recollection  of  them  will  be  cherished  as 
long  as  a  just  estimate  can  be  formed  of  brilliant 
talents  and  unspotted  integrity,  as  long  as 
gratitude  shall  continue  to  be  a  virtue.  Few 
men  since  the  formation  of  the  Government 
have  served  it  so  well,  and  none  more  faith- 
fully. In  the  administration  of  the  laws,  under  a 
Government  of  laws,  he  was  for  nearly  five-and- 
thirty  years  supreme  in  station,  in  abilities,  and 
in  usefulness.  It  has  been  the  peculiar  fortune 
of  this  republic  that  it  has  found  on  different 
occasions,  when  it  has  called  its  eminent  citi- 
zens to  posts  of  public  duty,  a  happy  fitness 
in  the  individual  to  his  station,  a  devotion  of 
purpose  in  the,  man,  and  a  confidence  in  his 
designs  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  a  union  and 
an  aptitude  from  which  nothing  but  lasting 
benefits  can  arise.  Many  shining  properties 
were  centered  in  the  eminent  person  to  whom 
it  is  the  object  of  this  resolution  to  offer  a 
feeble  tribute  of  respect  and  gratitude — prop- 
erties which  justify  the  feeling  universally 
entertained  for  him  as  the  pride  and  the  boast 
of  his  countrymen.  When  this  and  much  more 
shall  be  done  by  them,  the  nation  and  posterity 
will  continue  to  be  immeasurably  his  debtors. 
I  submit  the  resolution  as  a  cheerful  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  debt  we  owe,  and  as  the 
pledge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  in  the  emulation 
of  his  virtues. 

Mr.  Stoker  remarked  that  some  weeks  ago 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram 
Powers,  requesting  Congress  to  employ  him 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  work  i>roposed 
in  this  resolution.  The  memorial  was  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  who  would 
report  upon  it  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  MoKeon  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  the  expediency  of  modify- 
ing the  resolution  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  In&eesoll  so  modified  the  resolution 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dis. 


TifESDAT,  March  8. 

Mr.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


Monday,  March  14. 
Suppression  of  Indian  hostilities. 

The  bill  making  a  fm-ther  appropriation 
for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Stoeee  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill, 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  the  sub- 
ject._  If  it  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  for 
ten  times  the  amount  asked  for,  but  he  could 
not  do  so  unless  it  was  actually  necessary.    He 
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said  they  had  already  voted  half  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities 
in  Florida,  and  to  feed  all  the  suffering  inhabi- 
tants thereof;  and  he  asked  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  if  he  could 
show  any  reasons  why  they  should  vote  more 
money.  He  said  it  was  the  practice  with  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  S.  was  a  member  to 
give  the  reasons,  when  they  reported  a  bill, 
for  so  doing ;  but  there  the  committee  which 
had  the  whole  management  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  House  introduced  bills  without  a 
solitary  reason  to  sustain  them.  He  wished  to 
know  what  were  the  grounds  for  the  appropria- 
tion at  present  asked  for. 

Mr.  Cambeelbno  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  "War,  which,  he 
remarked,  would  probably  be  satisfactory  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  the  bOl  passed. 


Wednesday,  April  6. 

PurcTiase  of  BooTcs. 

Mr.  Beiggs  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  author- 
ized and  required  to  furnish  the  new  members  of 
the  twenty-fourth  Congress  with  the  same  books 
furnished  to  the  members  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress. 

It  being  suggested  that  a  similar  resolution 
was  on  the  Speaker's  table,  Mr.  Beiggs  varied 
his  motion  so  as  to  take  up  that  resolution; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  and  felt  it  his  duty 
to  make  a  statement  to  the  House  of  the  ex- 
penditures which  would  arise  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution.  He  had  examined  into  the 
subject,  iind  caused  a  statement  to  be  made, 
showing  the  books  that  would  be  printed  and 
purchased  under  the  resolution,  and  he  found 
it  would  cause  a  reprint  of  eighty-four  volumes, 
which  would  cost  the  sum  of  $35,041  16  ;  and 
under  it  the  Clerk  of  the  House  would  purchase 
fifty-four  volumes,  now  in  print,  or  preparing 
for  the  press,  costing  the  sum  of  $63,938 ; 
making  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  making  over  one 
thousand  dollars  in  books  to  each  of  the  new 
members  of  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  read  a  catalogue  of  the  books,  and  the 
cost,  as  estimated  by  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
House,  as  follows  : 

Ingebsoll's  resolution  will  cause  a  reprint 
of— 

Cost  estimated. 

1  vols.  DoM.  of  2d  session,  22d  Cong.     $3,118  50 
4  do.   Elliot's  Debates,      -        -        -      1,237  50 

2  do.   Manufacturing  Documents,      -         891  00 
27  do.   Docs,  and  Jour.  1st  Sess.  23d 

Cong.  -   .     -        -        -        -    12,476  10 
19  do.   Diplomatic  Correspondence,    -      4,845  06 


Cost  estimated. 

9  vols 

Journal  to  1815,               -              |4,455  00 

1  do. 

Land  Laws,     -         -         -        -          693  00 

2  do. 

Docs,  and  Jour.  2d  Sess.   2Sd 

Cong.           -         -                  -       5,346  00 

4  do. 

Journals  to  1778,             -                1,9B0  00 

85  $35,041  16 

Works  in  Print. 
1  vol.  Doc.  His.  of  U.  S.  Bank,  at  4  50 

each,      -        -         -  §445  50 

9  do.  Register  of  Debates,  at    65  each,  7,425  00 

1  do.  Livingston's  Code,    at      5      "  495  00 

1  do.  Com.  Regulations,    at      5      "  495  00 

1  do.  Peek's  Trial,              at      5      "  495  00 

1  do.  Cobb's  Manual,         at      1      "  390  00 

20  do.  Amer.  State  Papers,  at  227  40  "  22,512  60 

20  do.  Doc.  His.  TJ.  S.,         at  320       "  31,680  00 


54 
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Mr.  J.  said  many  of  the  books  which  would 
necessarily  be  reprinted,  if  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  were  wholly  useless,  and  would  never 
be  read.  He  referred  to  the  volumes  of  the 
documents  of  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, containing  the  panic  memorials  and  the 
names  of  the  memorialists,  and  also  those 
containing  the  names  of  the  pensioners.  He 
thought  the  thousand  dollars  could  bo  as  well, 
much  better  expended,  for  the  benefit  of  new 
members  in  purchasing  other  books  of  a 
different  character.  Mr.  J.  regretted  placing 
himself  in  a  position  in  which  he  might  have 
the  appearance  of  acting  unkindly  to  the  new 
members  of  the  present  Congress.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  resist  such  an  application  of  the 
publication  heretofore  as  well  as  now ;  he  had 
uniformly  opposed  all  such  propositions,  from 
the  time  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  and  he  expected  to  do  so.  If  Congress 
should  purchase  and  present  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  they  should  be  returned  to 
the  public  library  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
respective  terms,  for  the  use  of  their  succes- 
sors. The  resolution  seemed  plausible,  in 
placing  the  new  members  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  the  members  of  the  last  Congress ; 
it  was  apparent,  however,  that  they  could, 
with  the  same  propriety,  claim  as  many  books 
as  the  members  of  the  present  Congress  who 
had  served  fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  and  all  our 
successors  upon  this  floor  might,  with  the  same 
propriety,  make  the  same  claim.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  make  these  statements  to  the 
House,  and  he  should  ask  the  privilege  of 
recording  his  vote  in  opposition. 

Mr.  luGERSOLL  (who  originally  offered  the 
resolution)  said :  I  introduced  this  resolution, 
not  so  much  from  any  impluses  of  my  own,  as 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  others,  who, 
like  myself,  are  without  the  advantage  of 
personal  experience  here.  I  do  not  desire  to 
urge  it  beyond  a  point  which  may  be  consid- 
ered perfectly  reasonable  and  just.  The 
resolution,  it  will  be  perceived,  merely  adopts 
the  precedent  which  has  been  set  by  those 
members  of  the  present  Congress  who  were  also 
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members  of  the  last.  All  of  them,  I  presume, 
have  either  supported  the  measure  by  their 
votes,  or  availed  themselves  of  its  fruits.  The 
gentlemau  from  Tennessee  has,  as  he  says, 
received  the  books,  and  he  manifests  the  utility 
of  them  in  the  information  vi^hioh  he  habitually 
communicates  to  the  House.  Those  who  are 
entirely  without  the  benefit  derived  from  a 
participation  in  the  past  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, are  obliged  to  recur  to  the  volumes  in 
question,  in'  order  that  they  may  reach  the  in- 
formation, necessary  to  enable  them  to  give  a 
conscientious  vote  upon  almost  any  subject 
that  occurs.  For  myself,  I  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  an  honorable  friend  for  the  nse 
of  the  books  which  have  been  furnished  to  him 
under  former  resolutions  of  a  similar  character. 
The  State  Papers,  which  are  especially  object- 
ed to,  are  of  peculiar  value,  and  of  constant 
use  as  a  work  of  reference. 

This  resolution,  however,  is  more  important 
in  a  public  than  a  private  sense.  Besides  the 
immediate  communication  of  intelligence  to 
members  of  Congress,  it  contemplates  a  broader 
diffusion  of  interesting  knowledge  throughout 
the  nation,  and  throughout  the  world.  Every 
element  of  the  present  elevation  of  the  country 
in  power  and  in  happiness  is  to  be  found  in  the 
works  which  it  is  proposed  to  distribute. 

You  cannot  better  serve  the  cause  of  uni- 
versal freedom  and  sound  political  wisdom, 
than  by  exhibiting,  everywhere,  the  measures 
which  this  nation  has  resorted  to  and  adopted 
in  the  course  of  its  bi-ief  but  comprehensive 
history.  After  the  books  have  been  used  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  will  become  the  property  of  the  people 
themselves.  They  will  be  cherished  as  the 
true,  and,  before  long,  the  only  evidence 
accessible  to  every  citizen  of  the  wisdom  and 
the  errors  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 
They  will  teach  lessons  of  equal  practical 
utility,  whether  they  reflect  a  record  of  pro- 
ceedings which  are  wise  enough  to  be  imitated, 
or  erroneous  enough  to  be  avoided. 

The  example  of  another  Government  is 
worthy  of  recollection.  Your  library  has 
recently  been  enriched  by  a  gift  of  the  valu- 
able and  extensive  publication  of  the  almost 
by-gone  monuments  of  British  history  and 
British  law.  That  politic  and  liberal  nation 
has  endeavored  to  spread  as  widely  as  the 
empire  of  civilized  man  extends,  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  those  costly  volumes.  Not 
only  are  the  especial  libraries  of  sister  Govern- 
ments in  possession  of  them,  but  the  existence 
of  them  is  perpetuated  by  finding  them  a  place 
in  the  halls  of  all  the  celebrated  seminaries  of 
learning  throughout  Christendom.  It  appears 
to  me  that  we  owe  at  least  as  much  to  our 
fathers  and  to  ourselves. 

At  a  moment  -when  the  national  Treasury  is 
filled  to  repletion,  what  better  use  can  be  made 
of   a    comparative    modicum    of   its    surplus 


one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  which  is 
complained  of  is  insignificant,  whether  it  be 
compared  with  the  good  efiects  that  are  likely 
to  be  the  consequence,  or  with  the  ordinary 
profusion  which  is  manifested,  in  the  printing 
of  public  documents  by  the  House. 

With  respect  to  one  of  the  works  called  for, 
it  is  cot  easy  to  understand  upon  what  princi- 
ple a  preference  is  to  be  given  to  our  more 
experienced  brethren  over  ourselves.  Where 
publications  have  been  made  heretofore,  and 
are  now  exhausted  by  distribution,  there  may 
be  plausibility  in  the  argument  which  objects  to 
a  renewed  expense.  But  the  "  Documentary 
History  of  the  United  States"  is  yet  in  embryo. 
Not  a  member  has  been  furnished  with  it. 
When  it  shall  have  issued  from  the  press,  and 
comes  fresh  and  new  for  the  information  of  the  ' 
people,  with  the  whole  expense  which-  it  calls 
for  yet  to  be  incurred,  I  claim  for  all  the  repre- 
sentatives an  equal  right  to  partake  of  the 
benefits  which  it  confers. 

After   some    remarks  from    Messrs.   Eked, 
JuDsosr,  and  Speight, 

Mr.  Speight  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


Feidat,  April  8. 
WiaeoTisin  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mat,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Wisconsin.  After  a 
debate  upon  details,  and  various  amendments 
adopted. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


wealth  than  that  which  the  resolution  contem- 
plates?   Not  an  interest  can  suffer.     Every 


Monday,  April  11. 
Deposit  Banks. 
Mr.  Wise  oifered  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  the  agency  or  mode  of  selecting  the 
banks  of  deposit  for  the  public  money,  and  into 
the  contracts  with  the  Treasury  Department,  by 
which  they  are  regulated,  and  into  the  manner  in 
which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  such  contracts 
are  made  ;  and  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial, 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  a  certain  Keuben 
M.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States,  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of 
deposit  of  the  public  money,  and  into  the  extent 
of  his  agency  generally,  in  keeping  and  controlling 
the  public  money,  and  into  the  amount  of  his  com- 
pensation, whether  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  or  by  the  deposit  banks ;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made, 
Mr.  Wise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  •  and 
The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
rejected— yeas  85,  nays  82— tot  two-thirds. 
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Satuedat,  April  16. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Documentary 
History. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  was  reported  at  a  late  hour  last 
night,  from  the  Committee  of  the  "WTiole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments, and  the  question  was  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  in  their  report. 

The  committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause : 

"For  the  Documentary  History  of  the  American 
Revolution,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  $20,000." 

Mr.  Everett  excepted  to  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  of  its  rejecting  a  provision  to  carry 
into  effect  a  valid  and  binding  contract. 

Mr.  Phillips  produced  the  contract  made  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Livingston  with  Clarke  and 
Force,  and  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Forsyth ;  which  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Chambees,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  favor  of  the  clause,  and  by  Mr. 
Cave  Johnson  against  it. 

Mr.  Oaktee  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify 
Clarke  and  Force  to  discontinue  the  said  work, 
and  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  damages 
that  would  be  incurred  by  rescinding  the  con- 
tract, and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Speight  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  to  permit  the 
question  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Adams  spoke  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  said  all  the  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the"  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee  appear  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  holding  the  House  to  the 
strict  letter  of  the  contract  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Livingston,)  with  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
They  maintain  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is 
involved  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  construction 
now  put  upon  that  contract.  I  am  in  favor, 
said  Mr.  S.,  of  looking  into  the  letter  of  it, 
but  desire  that  the  spirit  also  of  the  instrument, 
by  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  said  to  be 
thus  deeply  pledged,  may  also  be  examined.  I 
think,  sir,  that  it  will  be  found,  upon  critical 
examination,  that  there  is  evidence  enough  in 
the  documents  connected  with  this  contract, 
that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
$20,000  now  under  consideration,  and  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  will  be  in  no  degree  vio- 
lated by  following  out  hereafter  the  course  in- 
dicated by  the  resolution  of  the  House  adopted 
this  morning,  referring  the  whole  subject  of 
Vol.  Xni.— 2 


these  books  to  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and 
Means  for  final  investigation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
remarked  that  this  contract,  if  not  a  fraud  in  its 
inception  upon  the  Congress  of  1888,  is,  in  the 
shape  which  it  is  now  made  to  assume,  a  great 
imposition  upon  this  House,  and  that  the  House 
is  not  bound  to  sustain  it.  I  am,  sir,  also  of  this 
opinion,  and  I  think  there  is  evidence  to  sub- 
stantiate this  opinion  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
impartial  jury  of  twelve  men  that  might  be  em- 
pannelled  in  any  part  of  the  country.  Let  me 
invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  feat- 
ures of  the  contract,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or 
by  the  Congress  of  1833,  to  be  of  th6  character 
and  magnitude  now  represented  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,) 
and  by  other  gentlemen  who  preceded  him  on 
the  same  side. 

By  turning  to  the  contract  of  Clarke  and 
Force  with  Mr.  Livingston,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  I  find  the  following  language  made  use 
of,  descriptive  of  the  work  then  contemplated  : 

"The  said  Edward  Livingston,  &c.,  doth  hereby 
authorize  and  direct  the  said  Clarke  and  Force, 
jointly  and  severally,  to  prepare  and  publish  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  said  '  Documentary  History  of 
the  American  Eevolution,'  according  to  the  plan 
laid  down  in  their  memorial  and  accompanying 
documents  presented  to  Congress,  and  upon  which 
said  act  has  been  passed." 

Now,  turn  to  the  memorial  here  alluded  to, 
for  "  the  plan  "  of  the  work.  That  memorial, 
the  original  proposition  of  Clarke  and  Force, 
reads  thus,  in  part : 

"  The  memorial  of  the  subscribers  respectfully 
represents,  that  as  early  as  the  11th  day  of  July, 
IMS,  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to  the 
importance  of  'a  Collection  of  American  State 
Papers.'  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  certain 
resolutions  were  passed,  approving  of  the  object, 
and  granting  such  patronage  and  fatalities  as  he 
desired.     (See  copies  herewith.  A.") 

"  Shortly  after  Mr.  Hazard  was  appointed  Post- 
master General,  two  volumes  were  published  by 
him ;  but  the  object  of  Congress  was  not  attained, 
inasmuch  as  not  a  single  document  relating  '  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain,'  referred  to  by  the  committee,  was  pub- 
lished by  him.  He  gave  up  the  work  in  conse- 
quence of  his  other  engagements ;  and  no  one  has 
since  ventured  to  complete  it. 

"  Tour  memorialists  present  themselves  to  Con- 
gress, willing  and  partially  prepared  to  undertake 
this  interesting  and  laborious  collection,"  &c. 

Such  is  the  language  that  is  descriptive  of  the 
work  to  which  the  Congress  of  1833  was  in- 
duced to  extend  its  patronage,  by  the  act  of 
March  3d,  of  that  year.  And  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  to  which  that  act  has  reference, 
and  upon  which  it  was  based.  It  was,  substan- 
tially, to  aid  in  the  particular  work  which 
Hazard  had  projected  and  commenced,  and 
in  none  other.    What  evidence  have  we  further 
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of  the  chai-aoter  of  Hazard's  plan,  and  of  the 
magnitude  of  it  ?  Why,  sir,  we  have  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  but  be  of  the  most 
satisfactory  character ;  evidence  by  which  we 
can  accurately  judge  of  the  view  entertained 
by  the  Congress  of  1833  upon  this  subject.  We 
have  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  1778, 
respecting  Hazard's  proposed  work ;  and  these 
resolutions  are  referred  to  by  Clarke  and  Force 
in  their  contract  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  con- 
stitute a  part  of  their  memorial  to  the  Congress 
of  1833,  for  the  purpose  of  describing  "the 
,  plan  "  of  their  work.  One  of  these  resolutions 
of  1778  reads  thus,  after  setting  forth  "  that  Mr. 
Hazard  must  necessarily  be  put  to  expense  of 
vai'ious  kinds  in  procuring  the  extensive  collec- 
tion of  materials  he  proposes  to  make :  " 

'^Resolved,  That  to  enable  Mr.  Hazard  to  sustain 
such  expense,  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
him  upon  account,  returns  being  made  to  Congress 
of  his  expenses  in  this  business." 

Such,  sir,  is  the  indication  furnished  in  the 
papers  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  the  memori- 
alists, of  the  views  entertained  by  the  Congress 
of  1778  relative  to  Mr.  Hazard's  work,  which 
these  memorialists  described  to  the  Congress 
of  1833  as  the  plan  of  their  work ;  they  having 
transferred  the  title  of  Hazard's  work,  "J.  Col- 
lection of  American  State  Papers"  into  the 
title  of  "  A  Documentary  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sewlution."  WUl  it  be  pretended,  sir, 
hereafter,  upon  this  floor,  that  the  Congress  of 
1778  contemplated,  in  Mr.  Hazard  's  work,  an 
enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thing  with 
the  work  now  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon 
Congress  under  Clarke  and  Force's  contract? 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  latter  work 
is  to  cost  from  four  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  as  the  least  estimate. 
And  will  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams,)  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  so 
severely  upon  the  Congress  of  1778  as  to  charge 
them  with  having  in  view  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude, or  any  thing  like  it,  when  they  con- 
tributed the  trifling,  pitiful  sum,  in  comparison, 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  Hazard  in  his 
work  ?  Sir,  we  are  told  by  these  memorialists 
themselves,  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to 
Hazard's  work,  whatever  it  was — and  it  is  al- 
luded to  by  them  as  giving  the  outline  of  their 
own  plan— that  the  Congress  of  1778  granted 
to  Hazard  "  such  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired."  This  is  their  own  language,  and 
their  own  showing ;  for  I  do  not  go  out  of  the 
case  they  have  given  in  their  original  docu- 
ments, presented  to  the  Congress  of  1883,  for 
my  proofs  that  the  contract  which  they  now 
claim  to  have  made  is  not  the  contract,  and 
their  present  work  is  not  the  work,  had  in 
view  either  by  themselves  or  the  Congress  of 
1833.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  believe 
that  Hazard,  had  he  in  contemplation  an  enter- 
prise involving  an  expense  of  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  at  the  lowest  estimate, 
would  have  desired, ''  patronage  and  facilities  " 


of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  only  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  inasmuch  as  they  were  willing  to 
grant  all  that  he  desired  ?     Sir,  I  maintain  that 
here  is  proof  enough  to  insure  the  verdict  of  any 
jury  in  the  country,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor 
the  Congress  of  1778,  nor  the  Congress  of  1883, 
for  an  instant  conceived  of  such  a  stupendous 
enterprise  as  is  now  set  up  under  the  contract 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  which  has  been  read,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  the  memorialists  themselves 
contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.     I  believe,  sir,  that  here  is  evidence  in 
abundance,  in  their  reference  to  Hazard's  plan, 
as  a  description  substantially  of  their  own  plan, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  resolution  of  1778 
respecting  Hazard's  plan,  to  sustain  the  positions 
taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  Congress  has  been  outrageously 
hnposed  upon  under  this  Clarke  and  Force  con- 
tract, and  that  Congress  is  not  bound  now,  in 
neither  honor  nor  equity,  to  fulfil  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it.    Sir,  we 
ought  to  stop,  before  contributing  an  additional 
sum  of  120,000  to  the  sum  of  $20,000  already 
appropriated,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  subject  has  been  made  by  th^  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman,  adopted  on  this 
morning  by  the  House. 

We  are  told,  further,  by  these  memorialists, 
that  Mr.  Hazard  pursued  his  plan  through  two 
volumes,  and  then  abandoned  it.  Why  did  he 
abandon  it?  Because  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  m'eans,  and  be- 
cause Congress  refused  to  aid  him  sufficiently 
in  comparison  to  his  enterprise?  No  such 
thing.  Congress  contributed  one  thousand 
dollars  towards  it.  It  does  not  appear  that 
more  was  needed.  But  he  abandoned  it ;  we 
are  told  "  he  gave  up  the  work  in  consequence 
of  his  other  engagements,  and  no  one  has  since 
ventured  to  complete  it."  Such  is  the  history 
of  the  work  he  planned,  and  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  presented  to  the  Congress  of  1888, 
to  induce  them  to  pass  the  act;  under  which  the 
present  enormous  claim  of  Clarke  and  Force  is 
set  up. 


MoiJDAT,  AprU  18. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Documentary- 
History. 

_  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the 
year  1836. 

The  bill  had  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  immediately 
pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing clause :  "  For  the  Documentary  History  of 
the  American  Revolution,  per  act  of  2d  of 
March,  1838,  $20,000  ;  "  and 

Mr.  Carter  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
directing  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  notify  Clai-ke 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


19 


Apeil,  1836.] 


Deposit  Banks, 


[H.  OF  E. 


and  Force  to  discontinue  the  said  work,  and  to 
ascertain  the  protable  amount  of  damages  that 
would  be  incurred  by  rescinding  the  contract, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Pbaeoe,  of  Rhode  Island,  addressed  tlie 
House  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  in  favor  of  retaining  the  clause. 
Messrs.  Vandeepoel,  Glascock,  Thompson  of 
South  Carolina,  Toucet,  Ohambees  of  Penn- 
sylvania, EvEEETT  and  Adams,  followed  on  the 
same  side. 

Mr.  Habdin  and  Mr.  Eenohee  spoke  in  op- 
position. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  in  their  report, 
being  to  strike  out  the  clause ;  and  it  was  fur- 
ther debated  by  Mr.  Patton  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Gate  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Totjoet. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  85,  nays  93. 


Tuesday,  April  19. 

Deposit  Banks. 

By  general  consent,  the  House  proceeded  to 
consider  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
submitted  by  Mr.  Deomgoole. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  full  infor- 
matioa  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  selecting  banks 
in  the  several  States  or  Territories  for  the  deposit 
of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States ;  of  all 
contracts,  agreements,  or  stipulations,  entered  into 
■with  said  b^nka  for  the  safe  keeping  of  said  moneys  ; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  state  what 
agents  have  been  employed,  the  nature  and  extent 
of  their  agency,  and  the  compensation  which  such 
agents  have  received  in  any  way  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  also  state 
what  officers  or  agents  on  the  part  of  said  banks 
have  in  any  way  participated  or  been  instrumental 
in  the  formation  of  any  such  contracts,  agreements, 
or  stipulations,  concerning  the  deposit  and  safe 
keeping  of  said  moneys  in  said  banks^ 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wise  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  inserting  the 
following : 

That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into  the 
mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposit 
for  the  public  money  ;  the  contracts  with  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  they  are  regulated  ; 
the  manner  in  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
such  contracts  are  or  have  been  made ;  into  all 
correspondence  whatsoever  touching  contracts  for 
the  deposit  of  the  public  money  ;  and  into  all 
connection  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial,  which 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
sons and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between 
them  and  the  deposit  banks,  or  any  individuals  or 
banks,  touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and 
deposit  of  the  public  money  ;  or  between  any  de- 
partment of  the  Executive,  and  any  individual  or 


individuals  or  banks,  touching  the  disbursements  of 
the  public  money,  appropriated  or  unappropriated 
by  law  ;  and  into  the  amount  of  compensation  of 
any  or  aU  agents  whatsoever,  official  or  unofficial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  said  banks, 
touching  the  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  de- 
posit, of  the  public  money ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  "Wise  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion, 

"When  Mr.  Wise  had  concluded,  Mr.  Peyton 
and  Mr.  Deomgoole  both  rising  nearly  at  the 
same  time,  the  Speakee  gave  the  floor  to  Mr. 
Peyton,  who  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Deomgoole  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs. 
"Wise  and  Peyton.)  He  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  opposition  this  resolution  had  met  with, 
as  it  was  a  mere  ordinary  resolution  of  inquiry, 
such  as  were  almost  daily  presented,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  question.  The  question 
was  this :  was  the  information  called  for  in  it 
desirable  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the 
House  ?  He  maintained. that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  for  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the 
bill  regulating  the  public  deposits.  Mr.  D. 
then  contended  that  the  information  called  for 
was  full  and  ample ;  but  that,  if  the  response 
turned  out  to  be  unsatisfactory,  his  colleague 
might  then  extend  the  inquiry.  He  denied 
most  unequivocally,  in  reply  to  his  colleague, 
that  the  effect  of  this  resolution  would  be  to 
smother  inquiry  or  to  suppress  the  truth ;  and 
he  repelled  the  idea  that  he  had  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  draughting  the 
resolution ;  but  he  was  unwiUing  to  condemn 
him,  or  any  other  officer,  unheard,  or  without 
investigation.  Again  :  he  was  not  disposed  to 
go  into  the  private  inquiry  enibraced  in  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague.  He  could  not 
consent  that  a  resolution  asking  for  informa- 
tion from  the  head  of  a  Department  should  be 
supplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an  inquisi- 
torial committee ;  founded,  too,  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  guilt  on  the  part  of  that  officer. 
It  would  be  prejudging  the  case,  and  no  good 
could  result  from  it.  But  Mr.  D.'s  resolution 
in  no  way  embarrassed  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague,  and  the  gentleman  might  continue 
to  urge  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  either 
before  or  after  obtaining  the  required  informa- 
tion. Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  length  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  concluded  by  hoping  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  submitted  would  be  adopted ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  practicable,  they  would  act  on 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks ;  to  do  which  the 
information  called  for  by  this  resolution  was 
essentially  necessary. 

Mr.  Peyton,  rose  merely  to  add  a  few  words, 
by  way  of  making  himself  perfectly  under- 
stood by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Deomgoole.)  He  would  regret  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  leave  his  seat  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  cast  the  slighest  shade 
of  imputation  on  his  motives.    Far,  very  far, 
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from  it,  Mr.  Speaker.    ITothing  could  be  more 
conclusive  as  to  the  confiding  innocency  with 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  acted  than 
the  resolution  which  he  has  submitted  on  this 
subject,   by  which  he,  in  effect,  says  to  the 
Secretary    of  the    Treasury,    "If  you    have 
recorded  your  crimes,   if  you  have  enrolled 
your  infamy,  in  the  Departments,  do  send  it 
to  us,  if  you  please."    This  is  the  extent  of  his 
inquiry ;  no  more.     Why,  sir,  the  gentleman 
is  not  only  honest  himself,  but  thinks  all  other 
men  equally  honest ;   and  I  must  ■  think  the 
gentleman  considers  them  a  little  silly  into  the 
bargain,  to  expect  confidently,  as  he  surely  does, 
that  they  would  record  any  thing  leading  to  their 
own  crimination,or  communicate  it,  from  honor, 
if  they  had  done  so.    To  the  same  cause — the 
same  unsuspecting  simplicity  of  mind — must 
be  attributed  the  fatal  motions  which  he  made 
with  regard  to  the  executive  patronage  bill, 
and  that  for  the  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.     Mr.   Speaker,  I  am  grieved 
thus  to  see  an    honest,   credulous,  confiding 
man,  unversed  in  the   ways  of  this  wicked 
world,  thrown  into  this  House  and  this  party, 
to  be  used,  innocently  and  ignorantly  used, 
for  such  purposes.     But,  sir,  if  any  thing  is 
wanting  to  establish  the  gentleman's  claim  to 
full  and  complete    innocency  in  this    whole 
transaction,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
he  attributed  to  me  a  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious that  I  offered  a  resolution  fixing  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  consideration  of  that  bill.     I  have 
moved  it — made  a  breakfast  spell  of  it — every 
morning  for  si?  weeks !  No,  not  every  morning  ; 
about,  upon  an  average,  every  other  morning ;  as 
often  as  my  modesty  (for  I  have  a  great  regard 
for  modesty)  would  allow.    "Whereas  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends,  "  the  party,"  have  voted 
every  morning  against  fixing  any  day  ;  for,  sir, 
I  was  willing  that  they  should  name  the  day 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposits.     Yes,  sir,  these  are  the  facts;   and 
yet  that  gentleman  honestly  and  innocently 
believes  that  I,  and  not  he  and  his  friends, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart  that  measure! 
This  is  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  much  so  as  that 
of  the  Indian.     His  companion  had  been  shot, 
climbing  a  tree,  by  a  white  man.     They  had 
an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian 
asked  the  white  man  "  why  he  shot  his  friend." 
"  I  took  him  for  a  bear,"  was  the  reply.     Says 
the    Indian,   with    a    stern,    inquiring    look, 
"  "White  man  shoot  an  Indian  up  a  tree,  with 
red  leggins  on,  for  a  bear  ? "     "  Yes."     "  "Well 
I'm  done."    I  am  done,  sir.  ' 

Mr.  OAMBKEiaKG  Called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 


Thuesdat,  April  21. 
General  Appropriation  Bill. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Governments  for  tlie  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Meeoek  moved  to  recommit  the  biU  to 
the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priations for  the  custom-house  at  New  York 
from  $.300,000  to  $100,000,  and  providing  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  $500,000 ; 
and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  biU, 
enacting  that,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  received  in  the  years 
1832,  1833,  1834,  and  1835,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $23,861,972,  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  federal  or  representative 
numbers,  and  to  be  paid,  in  four  equal  quar- 
terly instalments,  to  the  treasurer  or  other 
proper  ofiicer  of  each  State,  raspectively ;  the 
first  instalment  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,  and  the  others  on  the  1st  of  October, 
January,  and  April,  following ;  with  a  provis- 
ion that  each  of  the  seven  new  States  should 
receive  10  per  cent,  in  addition  to  their  allot- 
ment. 

Mr.  OAjVtBEELEN&  remarked  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentleman  to  discuss  this  whole 
subject ;  but  he  hoped  the  appropriation  bill 
would  not  be  delayed  by  a  debate  on  the  sub- 
ject whicff  would  occupy  weeks,  or  perhaps 
months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that 
when  the  army  bill  came  up,  it  would  pre- 
sent an  opportunity  to  bring  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Meeoee  inquired  what  possible  connec- 
tion had  his  proposition  with  appropriations 
for  the  army  ? 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  replied  by  referring  to  the 
proposed  appropriations  for  the  public  defences 
of  the  country,  which  would  open  the  whole 
discussion  wn  the  surplus  revenue.  He  would 
merely  remark  that  there  was  every  probability 
that  in  1838,  '39,  and  '40,  the  public  revenue 
would  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Febnoh  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
distributing  among  the  States  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  surplus  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands.  His  constituents  were  in- 
telligent and  patriotic,  and  knew  as  well  as  he 
did  that  the  Congress  was  under  paramount 
obligations,  first  to  apply  to  all  national  objects 
as  much  of  the  public  money  as  the  public 
mterest  and  service  required.  That  being  done, 
the  balance  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Congress. 
He  held  himself  incapable  of  deceiving  his  con- 
stituents ;  and  every  pledge  made  should  be, 
on  his  part,  honestly  redeemed.  They  would 
not   expect,  however,  much   less  require  of 
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him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here,  to 
depart  from  the  established  usages  of  legisla- 
tion, and  jeopard  the  passage  of  the  hUl  under 
consideration,  by  an  amendment  which,  if 
added  to  the  bill,  might  and  probably  would 
defeat  it. 

He  could  not  concur  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  incorporating  in  this  biU  the 
amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Speight  said  he  could  not  say,  as  his 
friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Fsknoh)  had  said, 
that  if  this  proposition  were  to  come  forward  in 
a  proper  maimer  he  would  vote  for  it ;  for  Mr. 
S.  could  not  vote  for  it  in  any  form,  much  less 
could  he  do  so  when  it  was  attached  to  the 
civil  list  hill,  which,  if  passed  with  such  an 
amendment,  as  every  gentleman  knew,  would 
jeopard  its  passage.  Mr.  S.  said  he  looked 
upon  the  principle  contained  in  the  proposition 
as  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  ever  presented 
to  the  American  Congress ;  and,  as  it  was  a 
subject  which  had  somewhat  agitated  the 
public  mind  in  his  State,  he  should,  when  it 
came  up  in  due  form,  ask  permission  of 
the  House  to  give  his  views  on  it.  For  the 
present  he  forbore,  because  he  deemed  it  im- 
proper; and  he  therefore  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question. 

•  The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
88,  noes  64. 

The  Chaie  remarked,  that  if  the  House 
ordered  the  main  question  to  be  put,  it  would 
be  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Meboer.  If  the  Chair  so  decide,  I  appeal 
from  the  decision.  I  contend  that  the  main 
question  will  be  on  the  commitment  of  the 
bill. 

The  Ohaik  stated  the  question.  The  bill  had 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  certain  instruc- 
tions. The  previous  question  was  moved  and 
seconded ;  and  there  could  be  but  one  main 
question,  and  that  would  be  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  The  previous  question  cut  off  all 
amendment,  all  debate.  The  only  motions 
which  could  be  entertained  after  the  previous 
question  was  ordered,  was  to  adjourn,  or  to 
lay  on  the  table.  The  rule  and  the  practice  of 
the  House  were  plain  and  explicit  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  STorth  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  previous  question; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Diekerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  k! 
Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson  E. 
If.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benja- 
min Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klin"- 
ensmith,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 


Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pearce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  John 
Reynolds,  Eipley,  Eoane,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Thom- 
as, John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster — 108. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Bailey,  Bell, Bond,  John  Calhoon, William  B.Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  George  Chambers,  Childs,  Nathaniel 
H.  Claiborne,  .Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Gran- 
ger, Grayson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Morris,  James  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Keed,  Eencher,  Eobertson,  Eussell,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams — 
16. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  be  now  put,  which  the  Chaik  stated 
would  be  on  the  passage  of  the  bUl. 

Mr.  Mbeoee  then  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  and  contended  that  the  main 
question  was  on  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Speight  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Meeoee,  and  in  favor  of  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  Meeoee  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  stating 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  was  correct  in  his 
views  on  this  subject. 

The"  bill  was  then  passed. 


Monday,  April  25. 
Proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Kentucky,  to  refer  the  resolutions 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  aforesaid  among  the  several 
States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements 
and  education. 

Mr.  Hawes  addressed  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  from  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolutions,  in  order  to  answer 
other  gentlemen ;  and  I  shall  now  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  them.  The  one  proposi- 
tion is  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
education  and  internal  improvement ;  and  the 
other,  which  stands  in  opposition,  is  the  pro- 
ject of  the  able  and  indefatigable  representa- 
tive from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Casey,)  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  his 
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constituents,  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  lands, 
and  thus  open  a  door  to  their  actual  settlement 
by  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the  land.  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  the  first  proposition  will 
prostrate  the  interests  of  the  "West,  make  that 
portion  of  the  Union  tributary  and  subservient 
to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States,  and  para- 
lyze the  arm  of  exertion  and  industryj  Tvithout 
corresponding  benefits,  I  am  forced  to  vote 
against  it.  I  am  a  Western  man.  I  represent 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and 
(though  there  are  no  public  lands  in  Kentucky) 
I  cannot  be  instrumental  in  prostrating  the  in- 
terests of  our  sister  States ;  to  bind,  manacle, 
sell,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  balance  of 
the  Union.  Let  the  other  States  but  once 
revel  in  the  spoils  wrested  from  the  "West, 
and  where  is  the  remedy  in  case  we  should 
wish  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  ? 
Shall  we  act  on  the  principles  of  the  monarchies 
of  Europe,  keep  large  forests  and  hunting- 
grounds,  to  be  the  abode  of  beasts  of  prey  ? 
or  shall  we,  for  a  small  consideration,  open 
them  to  the  actual  occupation  of  the  honest 
farmer  and  his  family  ? 

This  is  the  true  question  to  be  decided ;  and, 
for  myself,  I  would  prefer  to  see  the  land  occu- 
]ried  by  a  prosperous  and  industrious  popula- 
tion, surrounded  by  peace,  plenty,  and  happi- 
ness, with  the  glorious  privilege  to  say  this 
is  my  own,  and  no  one  can  wrest  it  from  me, 
than  draw  from  them  and  their  little  ones 
their  hard-earned  dollars,  to  be  lavished  in 
wild  and  reckless  profusion  among  the  States 
of  this  confederacy.  The  people  should  never 
be  taxed  to  a  greater  amount  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  an  economical  Government;  and 
whenever  the  receipts  exceed  the  expenditures, 
the  burdens  ought  to  be  removed  to  that  extent. 
I  will  not,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  ask  the  people 
to  look  up  to  the  General  Government  as 
superior  to  themselves ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
will  not  recognize  the  claim  of  the  Government 
to  collect  more  from  the  people  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  authorized  and  constitutional 
purposes.  I  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  States  what  they  shall  and 
what  they  shall  not  do  with  the  dividends. 
They  shall  not  say  to  us— do  this,  and  do  that ; 
spend  this  amount  in  internal  improvement, 
and  that  in  education.  Sir,  this  education  is 
another  scheme  of  the  aristocracy  to  appro- 
priate the  whole  to  their  own  benefit.  The 
schools  will  be  established  in  the  towns  alone, 
and  no  provision  made  for  the  country ;  and 
hence  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  re- 
ceive no  benefit,  while  the  wealthiest  portion 
of  the  community  reap  the  whole.  I  need 
dwell  no  longer  on  this  subject,  for  the  weakest 
mind  can  discover  its  operation  at  the  first 
glance,  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  throw 
abundance  into  the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take 
away  the  hard-earned  and  scanty  subsist- 
ence of  poverty ;  the  amount  of  all  which  is, 
that  the  many  become  dependent  on  the  few. 


and  thus  destroys  equality  of  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  drives  liberty  from  our  happy  and 
prosperous  land.  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  last 
foothold  and  resting-place  of  liberty  in  this 
world;  it  is  the  only  land  where  men  enjoy 
rights  and  privileges  on  equality ;  it  is  the 
home  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  climes, 
and  countries ;  and,  for  myself,  I  wiU  not  aid 
in  the  subversion  of  this  glorious  fabric,  so 
nobly  sustained  by  our  ancestors,  and  so  gener- 
ously handed  down  to  us  for  preservation. 


Eeidat,  AprU  29. 

The  Eon.  Thomas  T.  WmrrLESEy,  of  Con- 
necticut, elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Zaimon 
"WiLDMAW,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 


TuESDAT,  May  3. 
Death  of  Mr.  Richard  J.  Manning. 

Mr.  PiNCKKTET  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker:  Often  as  Death  has  already 
been  amongst  us  this  session,  he  has  again  entered 
within  these  walls,  and  taken  another,  and  one- 
of  the  most  excellent  members  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Yes,  sir,  Death  has  again  been 
amongst  us ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  one 
of  those  sudden  and  awful  dispensations  of 
Divine  Providence,  to  which,  however  painfully 
we  may  feel  them,  it  is  our  duty  to  submit, 
that  I  now  rise  to  announce  to  this  House  the 
decease  of  my  late  honored  and  lamented  col- 
league, KiOHAED  J.  MAmnsa.  He  left  this  city 
on  Friday  last,  on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  and 
died,  as  I  am  informed,  at  that  place,  on  Sun- 
day evening,  of  a  hemorrhage,  produced  by  the 
rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  in  his  lungs.  Surely, 
if  ever  there  was  an  event  which  could  teach 
us  "what  poor  shadows  we  are,  and  what 
shadows  we  pursue,"  this  is  one  which  should 
impress  that  lesson  deeply  on  our  minds.  But 
a  few  days  ago  he  was  here,  in  his  place  upon 
this  fioor,  in  the  pride  of  intellect  and  vigor  of 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  his  fellow-mem- 
bers, partaking  the  cares  and  honors  of  legis- 
lation, and  discharging  the  high  duties  of  a 
representative  of  the  people  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation.  No  w  he  is  numbered  with  the  sOent 
dead.  I  know  that  it  is  customary,  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  deliver  eulogies  upon  the 
characters  of  departed  members.  But  I  shall 
rnake  no  such  attempt  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  could  not  do  justice  to  such  a  character 
as  his.  To  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  extensive  information— a  gentle- 
man, in  the  strictest  signification  of  the  term — 
a  man  of  sterling  honor  and  integrity — a  de- 
voted husband  and  most  tender  parent — pure 
and  irreproachable  in  all  the  relations  of  life — 
all  this  is  true,  perfectly  true,  and  yet  it  con- 
veys but  a  poor  idea  of  the  beautiful  cluster 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


23 


Mat,  1836.] 


Belief  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


[H.  OF  R. 


of  noble  and  estimable  qualities  that  were  con- 
centrated in  him.  He  was  more  than  all  this. 
He  was,  emphatically,  a  patriot,  who  discharged 
aU  his  duties  to  his  country  with  ardor  and 
fidelity ;  and  he  was  a  sincere  and  consistent 
Christian,  who  adorned  the  doctrine  of  his 
Lord  and  Saviour.  He  died,  like  a  patriot,  in 
tlie  service  of  his  country;  and  his  life  as  a 
Christian  assures  me  that  he  is  now  reposing 
in  the  bosom  of  his  God. 

As  an  evidence  of  the'  high  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  his  native 
State,  it  will  suffice  to  observe  that  he  was 
repeatedly  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  once  unanimously  chosen  Governor 
of  that  State,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in 
Congress.  In  times  of  the  bitterest  party 
contention  in  South  Carolina,  he  retained  the 
unqualified  respect  of  his  political  opponents, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  had  a  personal  enemy. 
But  all  his  talents,  all  his  virtues,  all  his  noble 
qualities  of  head  and  heart,  could  not  save 
him  from  the  grasp  of  the  destroyer.  He  is 
gone — gone  from  me,  whom  he  honored  with 
his  friendship — gone  from  this  House,  which 
he  adorned  by  his  virtues.  His  place  here  wiU. 
know  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen  to  the 
poor  tribute  I  throw  upon  his  tomb.  He  can- 
not witness  the  deep  and  respectful  sympathy 
manifested  by  this  honorable  body.  No,  sir, 
he  is  gone ;  and  all  that  we  can  do  is,  to  lament 
his  loss,  and  imitate  his  virtues,  and  pay  to  his 
memory  the  unavailable  honors  of  the  dead. 
_  I  now  beg  leave  to  ofier  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  adoption  by  the  House : 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  has 
received  with  deep  regret  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Eichaed  J.  Manning,  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

2.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  tender 
the  expression  of  their  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased,  upon  this  mournful  event ;  and,  in 
testimony  of  regret  for  his  loss  and  respect  for  his 
memory,  the  members  ■mil  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  having  been  unanimously 
adopted, 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  moved  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  that  body  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Eichaed  J.  Manotng. 

The  Speakee  said  that  such  a  message  would 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  as  a  matter  of  course. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinoknet, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Feiday,  May  6. 
Belief  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  House  proceeded,  in  further  execution 
of  the  special  order  of  the  1st  of  April,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  "  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  the  Committee 
of  the  "Whole  were  concurred  in. 


The  question  was  taken  on  orderiug  the 
amendments  of  the  House  to  the  Senate's  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  71. 

The  bin  was  re'ad  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  May  10. 
Message  from  the  President —  United  States  and 
France — Payment  of  the  delayed  Instalmentg. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Washington,  May  10,  1836. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  that  the  four  instalments  under  our  treaty 
with  France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  of  the 
United  States.  In  communicating  this  satisfactory 
termination  of  our  controversy  with  France,  I  feel 
assured  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  will  unite 
with  me  in  desiring  and  believing  that  the  anticipa- 
tions of  a  restoration  of  the  ancient  cordial  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  expressed  in  my  former 
messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  speedily  realized. 
No  proper  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to 
efface  the  remembrance  of  those  misconceptions  that 
have  temporarily  interrupted  the  accustomed  inter- 
course between  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON.      " 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howaed,  the  Message  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


MoiiTOAT,  May  16. 
Belief  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shbpaed  hoped  the  House  would 
take  up  and  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  th^  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  Maktst,  of  New 
York,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  said  bill ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr,  W.  B.  Shepaed  moved  that  the  House 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

[The  Senate's  amendment  provided  that  the 
stock  of  the  corporations  should  be  placed  in 
the  hand's  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
a  pledge  of  the  assumption  by  the  Government 
of  the  HoUaftl  loan ;  and  that  officer  is  author- 
ized, at  any  time  deemed  most  favorable  within 
ten  years,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  advanced ;  and  if 
the  stock  thus  sold  should  yield  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to  the  Government, 
that  the  excess  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  several 
corporations  of  the  District.] 

Mr.  Wise  said:   In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  House,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bUl  and- 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ;    which  were 
ordered  and  were — yeas  75,  nays  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bOl  on  th^ 
table,  and  the  amendment  was  subsequently  con- 
curred in. 
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TuBSDAT,  May  17. 
Mexican  Affairs. 
Mr,  Adams  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  TTnited  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  any 
overture  made  since  tlie  3d  of  March,  1829,  by  his 
authority,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  for  the  acquisition  by  the  United  States  of 
any  portion  of  the  territories  of  Mexico  ;  and  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments 
relatmg  thereto,  and  upon  any  question  of  boundary 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  thfe  public  interest,  a  copy  and 
translations  of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  abolishing  slavery  within  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
executive  department  of  the  United  States. 


Wednesdat,  May  18. 

Abolition  Petitions — Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Pinckney  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  PraoKNET,  on  leave,  presented  a  report 
from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  Upon  making  this  report, 
Mr.  P.  remarked  that  it  had  received  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  committee,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  meet  the  unanimous  approba- 
tion of  the  House.  By  their  instruction  of  the 
committee,  he  moved  that  it  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.MBKCEB  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table,  without  reading,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Claiboenb,  of  Mississippi,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  report ;  which  was"  accordingly 
done. 

The  reading  occupied  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  The  report  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitu- 
tional authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
iu  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

And  whereas  it  is  extremely  imporl^t  and  desir- 
able that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  addi- 
tional resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatsoever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  bein" 
either  printed  or  referred,  belaid  upon  the  table,  and 
that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  PmoENBY  was  instructed  to  move  that 
5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

•Mr.  Wise  said  that  this  report  had  at  length 
come;  he  never  expected  it  would  have  come; 


anticipated ;   and  his  protest,  for  one,   went 
much  further  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Haedin .)    He  saw  every  thing 
in  it  to  arouse  the  feelings  against  it  even  more 
than  against  the    abolition  memorials  them- 
selves.    If  Southern  men  adopted  this  report  to 
sustain  their  principles,  they  would  be  much 
mistaken.    There  was  not  one  ground  in  the 
whole  report,  long  as  it  was,  for  Southern  men 
to  rest  a  foot  upon.    But  he  had  been  most 
disappointed  in  this  report,  because  its  author 
had  not  kept  his  faith  with  Mr.   W.     There 
had  been  an  express  pledge  given  to  him,  that 
the  ground  would  be  taken  in  the  report,  that 
Congress  had  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.     He  repeated  that 
this  pledge  had  been  distinctly  made  to  him, 
that  no  report  should  be  made,  unless  that 
ground  should  be  taken ;  and  he  saw  no  such 
ground    taken    in    the    report.     The    whole 
amount  of  what  was  contained  in  the  report 
was,  that  it  was  not  expedient  now  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District.    Mr.   "W.   said  there 
were  petitions  and  resolutions  laid  before  the 
committee,  of  which  no  notice  had  been  taken ; 
and  the  committee  had  only  announced,   in 
relation  to  the  States,  what  every  one  knew, 
that  these  States  had  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.     He  did  not  consider  the  report 
as  a  defence  of  Southern  interest,  nor  as  an  ex- 
pression of  Southern  feeling. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Cardina,  would  not 
allow  one  moment  to  pass  without  his  un- 
measured denunciation  of  the  report  just  read. 
He  felt  called  upon  to  do  so,  that  it  should  not 
go  to  the  world  with  the   authority  of   the 
name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  but)   of   the   State  from  which  he  came. 
He  had  listened  in  vain  for  one  South  Carolina 
argument,  or  one  honest  bursting  out  of  the 
feelings  of.  a  South  Carolinian  ;  not  of  a  South 
Carolinian  from  geography  only,  but  one  who 
has  a  head  to  see  the  dangers  that  await  tis 
and  a  heart  that  does  not  shrink  from  meeting 
them.     Instead  of  a  cool,  firm,  and  fixed  pur- 
pose to  stand  upon  the  rights,  the   chartered 
rights,   of   the  South,   what   have  we?     An 
abandonment  of  those  rights;    stale  homUies 
about  union  and  fanaticism  ;    puerile  rhetoric, 
and  Jesuitical  sophistry.      "When    the   report 
squints  even  at  the  constitutional  argument, 
it  shrinks  back  from  declaring  it  unconstitu- 
tional, and  mollifies  with  the  phrase  "violation 
of  the  public  faith."    Why  not  speak  out? 
The  chairman  of  that  committee  assured  me 
and  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  "Wise,)  and 
others  who  were  known  to  stand  on  the  third 
parallel  on  this  question,  that  he   would  not 
l-eport  at  all  unless  with  the  distinct  assertion 
of  the  principle  that  Congress  had  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  legislate  upon  slavery  in  this 
District.    And  how  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
deemed?   Pulmg  declai-ation  of  "  violation  of 
public  faith."    Mr.  T.  desired  to  hear  less  of 


and  it  was  precisely  such  a  document  as  he  |  the  public  faith  from  one  so  regardless  of  private 
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faith.  Mr.  T.  ■would  not,  if  he  could  fairly 
avoid  it,  send  the  report  to  the  printer;  he 
would  rather  commit  it  to  the  flames  or  to  the 
hangman. 

Mr.  Owens  said  the  document  must  speak 
for  itself.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  have  the  document  printed,  so  that  it 
might  he  fairly  understood,  and  might  be  a 
subject  of  deliberation  hereafter ;  but  no  one 
had  anticipated  a  debate  on  it  at  this  stage. 
Mr.  O.  concluded  by  moving  to  print  thirty 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Hawes  was  convinced,  from  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen,  that  this  report  ought  to 
be  printed.  No  sooner  was  tliis  very  long 
report  read,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
committee  had  been  engaged  weeks  upon  weeks, 
than  one  gentleman  from  the  South  rose  in  his 
place  and  said  he  could  not  vote  for  it,  because 
it  contained  such  and  such  matters.  Another 
from  the  South  rose  and  said  that  he  would  go 
for  printing  the  document,  because  he  consid- 
ered it  as  going  to  allay  the  excitement  at  the 
South ;  and  this  difference  of  opinion  he  con- 
sidered as  the  strongest  reason  why  the  docu- 
ment should  be  printed.  His  constituents 
would  not  permit  him  to  form  an  opinion  for 
them  in  this  matter ;  they  would  require  the 
report  itself  to  be  submitted  to  them ;  and  he 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  gone 
rather  far  in  speaking  for  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Patton  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for 
voting  to  print  this  document.  He  shoidd  not 
only  vote  to  print  the  usual  number,  but  he 
would  vote  to  print  any  reasonable  extra 
number.  The  report  was  presented  to  him 
as  the  result  of  the  labors  of  a  committee 
which  had  been  raised  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  most  interesting  and  exciting  subject. 
He  had  not  concurred  with  the  House  in  the 
course  it  thought  proper  to  pursue  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  he  was  not  of  opinion  that  it 
was  the  most  prudent  and  judicious  course,  and 
he  had  not  changed  in  opinion.  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  expectations  of  gentle- 
men would  be  frustrated  and  disappointed. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  would  be  in  favor  of 
having  the  report  take  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  EoBEETSoir  contended  that  the  report 
yielded  to  Congress  the  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  and  yielded  every  thing  which 
the  abolitionists  could  have  expected  when 
they  sent  their  petitions  there.  He  had  heard 
the  report  read,  he  would  not  say  with  surprise, 
but  with  deep  mortification  and  regret ;  because 
it  was  not  calculated  to  put  the  South  upon 
the  ground  which  she  ought  to  .occupy ;  and 
the  resolutions  did  not  go  to  the  extent  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
country.  Mr.  E.  contended  that  the  printing 
of  a  document  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
House,  and  he  thought  in  the  present  instance 
they  should  not  print.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
moving  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  select 
committee,  with  Instructions  to  report  a  resolu- 
tion that  Congress  does  not  possess  the  consti- 


tutional power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss the  question.  It  had  already  been  too 
much  discussed.  He  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  PiH-OKNET  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment.  He  desired 
merely  to  say  that  the  report  did  not,  as  had 
been  stated,  yield  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District. 
All  assertions  of  the  kind  were  grossly  incorrect. 
'■  The  debate  was  here  arrested  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  rule  had  been 
suspended. 


TmnjsDAT,  May  19. 
Mr.  Pi7ickney''s  Report  on  Abolition  Petitions. 

The  House  resumed,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  the  consideration  of  the 
report  and  resolutions  from  the  select  commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
EoBEETSON  to  recommit  the  report,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolution  declaring  that 
Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
fere with  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia — 

Mr.  Btnum,  who  was  entitjed  to  the  floor, 
spoke  at  considerable  length.  He  observed 
that  it  had  been  said  by  certain  gentlemen  that 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  report ;  that  it 
was  just  such  a  report  as  had  been  anticipated 
by  them.  In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B.  said  that 
the  opposition  to  this  report  was  just  such 
identical  opposition  as  he  had  anticipated.  He 
was  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  would 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  certain  gentlemen 
in  that  House,  and  he  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  this  opposition.  It  was  surprising  that  gen- 
tlemen were  prepared,  as  by  intuition,  to  i;on- 
demn  a  report  of  immense  length ;  and  ih&t 
these  gentlemen  perfectly  understood  the  re- 
port without  having  it  printed  for  examination. 
If,  however,  the  statements  of  gentlemen  who 
had  opposed  the  printing  of  the  report  were 
to  be  taken  as  good  for  any  thing,  it  was  tho 
strongest  evidence  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  for  the  consideration  of  that  body  and 
of  the  nation.  It  was  due  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had  made 
that  report,  that  it  should  be  printed,  because 
his  motives  and  his  reasons  had  been  denounced 
on  that  floor,  and  this  document  should  be 
printed  as  his  defence.  He  ought  to  have  it 
laid  before  the  people,  who  were  to  judge  him. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  of  the  most 
crying  kind  to  refuse  to  print  this  document ; 
that  gentleman  had  a  right  to  be  heard  before 
that  House  and  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would 
sanction  every  sentiment  and  every  principle 
laid  down  in  this  report ;  but  he  was  prepared 
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to  say  that  he  would  look  into  it,  and  give  it 
his  impartial  consideration,  and  he  felt  himself 
free  to  act  after  reading  it.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eobektson)  had  stated  that 
the  report  surrendered  every  thing  to  the  aholi- 
tionists.  It  was  a  mistake.  Neither  the  House 
nor  the  report,  so  far  as  met  his  observation,  sur- 
rendered every  thing  to  the  abolitionists.  The 
very  object  which  the  abolitionists  contended 
for  had  been  met  by  the  House,  and  refused 
them.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  cast  impu- 
tations on  the  party  with  whom  he  acted  in 
•relation  to  this  subject;  and,  if  it  was  not  out 
of  order,  he  would  call  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  who  had  made  this  report,  to 
say  what  party  had  generally  introduced  these 
abolition  memorials,  and  what  number  of  those 
that  belonged  to  the  party  with  which  he  acted 
had  signed  them. 

Mr.  PiNOKNSY,  in  reply  to  this  call  upon 
him,  declined  giving  an  explanation.  He  could 
not  do  so,  consistently  with  a  sense  of  pro- 
priety, upon  the  call  of  an  individual  member. 
If  the  House  required  it,  he  would  state  all 
that  he' knew  respecting  the  memorials,  but  not 
otherwise.  He  had  examined  them  very  care- 
fully, and  had  made  a  schedule  of  the  places 
and  States  they  came  from,  and  of  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  memorials  and  signatures.  He 
had  nothing  to  do  with  party,  in  reference  to 
slavery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any  thing 
that  might  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
excite  any  party  feeling  on  the  subject.  It 
was  not  amiss,  however,  he  thought,  to  state 
that  the  whole  number  of  memorials  presented 
to  Congress  this  session  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six ;  that  they  came  from  ten 
States,  embracing  an  aggregate  population  of 
nearly  eight  millions ;  that  the  whole  number 
of  signatures  was  about  thirty-four  thousand ; 
and  that,  of  those,  more  than  two-fifths  were 
females.  He  thought  these  facts  ought  to  be 
known.  The  people  of  the  South  ought  to 
know  every  thing  respecting  these  memorials. 
They  could  see  the  immense  disproportion 
between  the  millions  of  freemen  who  are 
determined  to  maintain  their  constitutional 
obligations  to  their  Southern  brethren,  and  tlie 
band  of  incendiary  agitators  who  would  tram- 
ple on  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  in  the  relent- 
less prosecution  of  their  diabolical  designs. 
He  believed  that  there  never  was  a  healthier 
tone  of  sentiment  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  in  reference  to  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  South,  than  at  this  moment.  There 
was,  unquestionably,  abundant  reason  for  vigi- 
lance and  caution  in  relation  to  the  fanatics ; 
but  there  was  also  abundant  reason  to  rely  on 
the  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  There  are  great  moral  causes 
at  work  in  favor  of  the  South.  "We  should 
trust  their  efficacy,  and  watch  their  progress. 
The  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  are 
alive  to  the  dangers  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  are  generously  fighting  the  battle 
of  the  South.    They  should  be  encouraged  by 


confidence  and  gratitude ;  not  repelled  by 
vituperation  and  suspicion.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
deeply  regretted  that  inflammatory  discussion 
had  again  arisen  upon  this  matter.  He  should 
do  nothing  to  continue  it.  He  had  always 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  slavery  in  the 
halls  of  Congress.  He  hoped  the  subject 
would  soon  be  disposed  of,  and  that  peace 
might  be  restored  to  the  South  and  to  the 
country.  "While  he  was  up,  however,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House,  he  would  inquire 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  whether 
it  was  his  desire  to  press  his  amendment  to  a 
vote. 

[Mr.  EoBEETSON  replied,  unquestionably  it 
was.] 

Mr.  PnfCENET  then  said,  if  that  was  his 
object,  and  a  vote  should  be  taken,  he  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment.  Mr.  P.  held, 
and  always  had  held,  that  OoBgress  possesses 
no  constitutional  authority  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  it 
susceptible  of  demonstration.  It  had  been  his 
opinion,  long  before  it  was  ever  talked  of  by 
many  who  now  ride  upon  it  as  a  hobby.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  report  gave  up  the 
constitutional  question.  It  does  no  such  thing. 
It  asserts  distinctly  the  contrary,  considering 
Congress  as  the  National  Legislature  of  the 
Union.  As  regards  its  power  as  a  local  Legis- 
lature, no  opinion  is  expressed.  Congress 
remains  uncommitted  upon  that  point.  No 
decision  has  ever  been  made  upon  it  by  either 
House ;  and  why  should  a  decision  be  called 
for  now?  What  would  be  thought  of  any 
Southern  man  who  should  move  the  resolution 
declaring  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  House  were 
pressed  to  vote  upon  a  resolution  denying  such 
power,  it  would  be  rejected,  and  most  probably 
by  a  large  majority.  He  did  not  know  the  fact, 
of  course,  as  no  man  can  know  any  thing  that 
has  not  actually  taken  place.  But  it  was  his 
decided  conviction  that  such  would  be  the 
result.  The  South  would  be  beaten,  as  it  had 
been  in  the  Senate  on  the  question  of  reception. 
One  defeat  was  enough.  He  did  not  desire 
another.  That  was  the  reason  he  had  avoided 
pressing  the  House  upon  the  abstract  questions 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  actual  author- 
ity of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District. 

As  matters  now  stand,  every  thing  is  operat- 
ing favorably  to  the  South.  The  Senate,  by  a 
large  majority,  has  rejected  the  prayer  of  the 
abolition  memorials.  This  House  has  adopted 
resolutions  pledging  'the  national  faith  not  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. The  tone  of  public  sentiment  is  sound  and 
patriotic  in  all  the  non-slaveholding  States. 
The  South,  so  far,  is  victorious,  and  every 
thing  goes  well  for  her  advantage  and  security  I 
Why,  then,  press  this  abstract  question  now? 
Why  force  a  battle  upon  a  ground  no  way 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  South,  and  with 
a  moral  certainty  of  being  driven  from  it  ?    Is 
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it  for  the  purpose  of  party  agitation  ?  Is  it  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  the  South,  with  no 
shadow  of  necessity  for  such  excitement  ?  He 
could  not  believe  it.  What  then  ?  The  gentle- 
man says  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  signifies 
nothing.  Indeed !  "What,  then,  would  a  reso- 
lution of  disclaimer  signify  ?  If  the  House  can 
rescind  the  one,  so  it  can  rescind  the  other. 
But  the  House  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
rescind  a  mere  disclaimer  of  authority,  which 
is  nothing  more  than  an  expression  of  opinion 
upon  an  abstract  point,  than  it  would  be  to 
violate  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  national  faith, 
which  it  could  not  do  without  shocking  the 
moral  sense  of  every  well-regulated  mind,  and 
degrading  itself  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  by  the  palpable  commission  of 
an  act  of  perfidy.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  no  fear 
of  any  such  atrocity.  He  considered  the  ques- 
tion settled.  The  Government  had  made  a 
solemn  covenant  upon  this  subject  with  the 
slaveholding  States ;  Congress  might  violate 
the  constitution ;  it  could  not,  would  not, 
violate  the  public  faith.  It  was  bound  hand 
and  foot.  The  South  had  nothing  now  to  fear, 
except  from  those  who  are  determined  to  con- 
tinue the  agitation  of  slavery  for  the  purpose 
of  excitement.  Abolitionism  has  attained  its 
height.  It  has  begun  to  go  down,  and  will  soon 
disappear  entirely,  if  we  do  not  fan  the  flame 
ourselves,  and  will  only  allow  our  friends  in 
the  non-slaveholding  States  to  fight  the  fanatics 
in  their  own  way,  and  not  trammel  them  in 
their  operations  by  mixing  up  extraneous  and 
unnecessary  questions  with  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition. 

Mr.  EoBBETSON  rose  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miilbe,  and  by  general 
consent,  the  usual  number  of  the  report  made 
by  Mr.  PmcKNET,  on  the  subject  of  abolition, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


■Wednesdat,  May  25. 
Mr.  Pinckneyh  Report  on  Abolition  Petitions. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  Mr.  Pincknet,  from  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  question  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eobeet- 
eoN,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution 
declaring  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EoBEETSON  continued  his  argument  at 
great  length  in  support  of  his  motion  and  the 
propositions  he  had  laid  down,  and  when  he 
concluded, 

Mr.  Owens  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
discussion  ought  not  to  be  continued,  and 
moved  the  previous  question. 


Mr.  Patton  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Owens  repeated  that  he  would  not  with- 
draw it.  •    . 

Mr.  Pattou  hoped  he  would  not  denounce 
every  man  who  should  not  vote  for  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the 
House — yeas  95,  nays  82. 

Mr.  Wise  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  were  order- 
ed. 

Messrs.  Wise  and  Everett  simultaneously 
moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wise  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood— yeas  97,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Stobee  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table ;  and  that  motion  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

The  question  "  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ? "  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  89. 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put ;  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  the 
main  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  above 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Heistee  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitu- 
tional authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  -with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
confederacy." 

Mr.  Adams  said,  if  the  Souse  would  allow 
him  five  minutes'  time,  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove  that  resolution  false  and  utterly  untrue. 

He  was  here  called  to  ord^r  in  different  parts 
of  the  House,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  first  resolution,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  P.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
field, Farlin,  French,  Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hawea,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  J.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnson,  E.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea, 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A. 
Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan, 
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McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Mulilenberg,  Owens, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Eeed,  Kencher, 
John  Keynotda,  Joseph  Keynolds,  Kipley,  Koane, 
Eogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams— 182. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Clark,  Denny,  Everett,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Phillips,  Potts,  Slade — 9. 


Thubsdat,  May  26. 
Mr.  Pinckney's  Report  on  Abolition  Petitions. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  as  to  what  would 
tecome  of  the  votes  of  those  gentlemen  who 
had  asked  to  be  excused,  if  they  should  here- 
after be  required  to  vote,  the  Ohaib  said  that 
the  failure  of  gentlemen  to  vote  could  not  arrest 
the  decision  of  the  House. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  declared  to  have 
been  adopted — yeas  182,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called,  he 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  Ohaie  said  the  gentleman's  name  would 
be  passed  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Geangee,  also,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose,  and  commenced  reading  from  a  manuscript 
to  this  effect : 

"I  decline  voting  on  the  second  resolution 
reported  by  Mr.  Pinoknet,  from  the  select 
committee  " — ^Mr.  Gr.  was  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  G.  continued.  "  I  do  not  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused, because  " — Mr.  G.  was  again  loudly  call- 
ed to  order  in  every  part  of  the  House. 

The  Chaie  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  make  an  argument  pending  the 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Geangee  then  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Wise  declined  voting,  for  reasons  which 
he  sent  to  the  Chair,  but  which  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  OoFEBE  asked  the  permission  of  the  House 
to  record  his  vote.  He  had  risen  from  a  sick 
bed,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends  and 
physician,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  these 
resolutions.  He  had  been  in  an  adjoining  room, 
and  the  officers  of  the  House  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  his  request  to  be  notified  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  under  these 
peculiar  circumstances  that  he  had  made  the 
request. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  objected. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  declared  to 
be  adopted — yeas  132,  nays  45  ;  as  follows : 


Yeas. — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberry, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  French,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J. 
Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  E. 
M.  Johnson,  0.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Judson,  Kennon,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Eencher,  John  Eeynolds,  Joseph  Eeynolds,  Eipley, 
Eoane,  Eogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill, TJnderwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 132 

Nats. — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  George 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Gushing,  Denny,  Everett, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  B. 
Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Joshua  Lee, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Phillips,  Potts,  Eeed,  Eussell,  Slade,  Sprague, 
Yinton,  Whittlesey — 45. 

The  preamble  and  third  resolution  were  then 
read,  as  follows : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and 
desirable  that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  addi- 
tional resolution,  viz : 

"Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon." 

Mr.  Phulips  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 

third    resolution  on   the  table.    Negatived 

yeas  69,  nays  118. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  preamble  and  third  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  said :  I  hold  the  reso- 
lution to  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  the  rights  of  my  constituents.  Mr. 
A.  resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  cries  of  "  order," 
from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  agreed  to : 

yeas  117,  nays  68,  as  follows ; 
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Teas. — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
K  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doubl.eday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Fairfield,  Farlan,  French,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntingfon,  Huntsman,  Ingham, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal],  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Muhlenburg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  Bencher,  John  Eeynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 1 17. 

Nays. — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  G. 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing, 
Denny,  Everett,  P.  C.  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, 
Granger,  Grennell,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Howell, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Schenck,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer,  John 
Thomson,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  E,  Whittlesey 
—68. 


Wednesday,  June  8. 

Michigan  and  ArJcansas — Admission  into  the 
Union. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  bills : 

"  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

The  first  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  postpone  its  further  con- 
sideration till  Monday,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
the  Arkansas  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  position  of  the  two  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  this 
postponement  is  entirely  unnecessary.  These 
bills  are  from  the  Senate.  By  the  rules  of  this 
House,  two,  I  may  say  three,  questions  will 
arise,  to  be  decided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned.  We 
must  first  order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read 
a  third  time ;  the  next  questioB  then  will  be, 


When  shall  the  biU  be  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
the  last  question  to  be  decided  will  be,  Shall 
the  bill  pass?  Why,  then,  should  Southern 
men  now  make  an  effort  to  give  precedence  to 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union?  If  they  manifest  distrust,  must  we 
not  expect  that  fears  will  be  entertained  by 
Northern  members,  that  unreasonable  opposi- 
tion will  be  made  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan? Let  us  proceed  harmoniously,  until  we 
find  that  our  harmony  must  be  interrupted. 
We  shall  lose  nothing  by  so  doing.  If  a 
majority  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  reading  a 
third  time  the  Michigan  bill,  they  will  order  it 
to  be  done.  After  that  vote  has  been  taken, 
we  can  refuse  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  then  consider  the  Arkansas  bill, 
report  it  to  the  House,  order  it  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read 
them  each  a  third  time,  if  a  majority  of  the 
House  be  in  favor  of  that  proceeding. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  Southern  men  may  be 
taken  by  surprise,  if  the  proceeding  here 
respectfully  recommended  be  adopted.  If  the 
friends  of  Arkansas  are  suflBciently  numerous 
to  carry  now  the  motion  to  postpone,  they  can 
arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  the  House  on 
the  Michigan  bill,  until  clear  indubitable  indica- 
tions have  been  given  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.  Wise  advocated  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  Michigan  bill,  and  the  debate  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  Oushing,  Patton,  Sutherland, 
BoTTLDiN,  Lewis,  Speioht,  Williams  of  Ken- 
tucky, Sevier,  Mann  of  New  York,  Hardin, 
and  Vanderpoel. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  when  the  Arkansas 
bill  came  into  the  House,  if  no  one  else  moved 
t)N  subject  of  the  restriction  of  slavery,  he 
should. 

Mr.  Wise  modified  his  motion  by  moving  to 
refer  both -bills  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to 
that  committee  to  incorporatethe  two  bills  into 
one  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Vinton, 
Merger,  Thomas,  and  Brigqs. 

Mr.  Patton  inquired  the  opinion  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the  necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  Chair  replied  that  the  bm  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas,  as  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  the  judges,  would,  under  the  rules, 
require  being  committed ;  and  that  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  although  it  contain- 
ed no  express  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  came,  though  not  clear- 
ly, within  the  spirit  of  the  rule.  The  Chair 
read  a  former  decision  on  the  point,  made  in 
1832. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Speight,  Van- 
derpoel, Kbed,  Mann  of  New  York,  Beiggs, 
and  Boon, 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  Arkansas  bill 
required  to  be  committed;  and,  if  that  bill 
required  to  be  committed,  so  did  the  other. 
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Mr.  Thomas  said  a  few  words  in  explanation, 
and  renewed  the  motion  (as  requested)  that  the 
committee  rise ;  which  prevailed — yeas  74,  nays 
54. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose  and  reported. 


Thuesdat,  June  9. 

Michigan  and  Arlcamas — Admission  into  the 
Union. 

The  House,  in  further  execution  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Speight  in  the 
Chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  wanted  to  offer  an 
amendment,  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  pre- 
pare, and  he  wished  a  further  opportunity. 
His  desire  was  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan 
by  a  bill  for  that  purpose  alone,  separated  from 
all  questions  of  boundary.  He  believed  the 
people  of  Michigan  had  a  right  to  admission, 
but  he  wanted  the  question  of  disputed  boun- 
dary to  be  left  for  future  adjustment. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  bill  be  reported,  and  offer  it  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  if  the  screws  would 
not  be  applied. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  could  make  no  pledges 
for  the  House ;  but  it  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  question. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  would  make  a  difference ; 
for  in  committee  he  could  argue  the  propriety 
of  the  amendment,  without  being  cut  off  by 
the  previous  question.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise.  • 

Mr.  Etjssell  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  provide  that  none  but  free  white  male  citi- 
zens should  be  voters. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Russell's 
proposed  amendment ;  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
troducing a  clause  "that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress  to 
the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  said  State 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  emancipation  of 
slaves." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Adams, 
CnsHDSTG-,  Haed,  Beiggs,  and  Wise. 

The  question  was  taken  at  about  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  amendment  negatived 
by  a  vote  of  98  to  32. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the 
committee  took  up  the  "  supplementary  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  renewed  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  to 
the  House.    [This  was  about  7  o'clock.] 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  addressed  the  House 


at  length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
majority,  in  pressing  this  question  upon  a 
House,  sleepy,  tired,  and  drunk.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
the  bills,  and  said  he  would  speak  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  House  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  dropping  the  subject,  as  it  was  not 
a  special  order  for  Friday. 

Mr.  Wise  continued  the  thread  of  Ms  re- 
marks upon  the  biU,  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  MoKennan  obtained  the  floor.  The 
members  of  the  House  were,  he  said,  evidently 
all  worn  out  by  this  protracted  sitting ;  many 
had  not  slept,  and  others  had  not  broken  their 
fast.  All  had  need  of  repose.  We  have,  said 
he,  fought  the  bill  manfully,  and  done  our  best 
to  stave  off  the  decision  upon  it.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  (especially)  has  fought  it  hard 
and  long,  and  has,  in  fact,  verified  the  old  adage, 
"  a  lean  dog  for  a  long  chase."  I  hope,  sir,  the 
committee  wDl  rise,  and  report  the  bUls,  and 
that  we  shall  adjourn  over  tiU  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoK.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills,  and  the  House 
then  adjourned  over  to  meet  on  Saturday,  at 
the  usual  hour,  (10  o'clock.) 


Monday,  June  13. 

Michigan  and  ArTcansas — Admission  into  the 
Union. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  bills : 

"  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Micliigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  St^te  of  Arkan- 
sas into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  Trithin  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Michigan  bill. 

Mr.  Cttshman  said  that,  believing  the  pre- 
vious question  to  be  one  of  the  most  salutary 
rules  of  the  House,  and  believing  this  to  be  a 
fit  occasion  for  its  application,  he  now  moved 
it. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  153,  nays  45,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
man,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
James  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grantland,  Grayson, 
Haley,  Jos.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
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A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Heister, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington. 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jos.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones. 
Judson,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  McKeimon,  Mc' 
Kim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhl- 
enburg,  Owenp,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Pinc*iey,-Kenoher,  John  Reynolds,  Bipley,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 153, 
Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Hemau  Allen,  Bailey,  Bell, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  G.  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Everett,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  fiazeltine. 
Hoar,  IngersoU,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love, 
S.  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Reed,  Robertson,  Russell,  Slade,  Steele,  Taliaferro, 
Underwood,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise 
—45. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

Ar'ka'maa. 

The  House  then  took  up  tjie  bill  providing 
for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Briggs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  then  renewed  the  amendment 
submitted  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  relation  to  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Beiqgs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  126,  nays  67. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion, on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading, 
should  then  be  put. 

Mr.  Heisteb  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  147,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  John  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Cham- 
bers, John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  P.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer) 
Cushman,  Deberry,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harri- 
son, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson, 


John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bipley, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Speight,  Stande- 
fer, Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 147. 
Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Childs,  Clark,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  H.  Hall, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  IngersoU,  William  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams — 52. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

The  Michigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  a  test  vote  had 
already  been  taken  upon  this  bill,  and  the  ex- 
pression in  its  favor  was  so  strong  that  no  gen- 
tleman could  doubt  its  passage.  Under  a  firm 
belief  that  the  further  consumption  of  time 
would  not  change  a  vote,  or  alter  the  result,  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HifflTSMAiT  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded — ayes  95,  noes  not  count- 
ed ;  and  the  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Vermont,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  143,  nays  50. 

Mr.  OoNNOE  said,  as  the  House  had  been  de- 
livered of  twins,  he  thought  after  the  operation 
they  might  adjourn ;  and  he  made  that  motion ; 
and, 

The  House  adjourned. 


[The  following  supplementary  report  of  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  on  the  admission  of  Arkansas, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Adams,  is  here  given,  in  order  to 
give  completeness  to  the  history  of  that  proceeding.] 

June  13th  &  14th,  1836. 

Admission  of  Arlcansas — Supplementary 
Report. 

On  Thursday,  the  9th  of  June,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  two  bills ;  one  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  conditional  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union    and  the  other  for  the 
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admission  of  the  State  of  Afkansas  into  tlie 
Union. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  conditional  admis- 
sion of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  was  first  taken 
up  for  consideration,  and  gave  rise  to  debates 
which  continued  till  near  one  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  Friday,  the  10th  of  June :  Repeated 
motions  to  adjourn  had  been  made  and  rejected. 
The  committee  had  twice  found  itself  without 
a  quorum,  and  had  been  thereby  compelled  to 
rise,  and  report  the  fact  to  the  House.  In  the 
first  instance,  there  had  been  found  within 
private  calling  distance  a  suflBcient  number  of 
members,  who,  though  absent  from  their  duty 
of  attendance  upon  the  House,  were  upon  the 
alert  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names  to 
make  a  quorum  to  vote  against  adjourning,  and 
to  retire  again  to  their  amusement  or  repose. 
Upon  the  first  restoration  of  the  quorum  by 
this  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  said 
that  if  the  committee  would  only  take  up  and 
read  the  bill,  he  would  not  urge  any  discussion 
upon  it  then,  and  would  consent  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising,  and  resuming  the  subject  at  the 
next  sitting  of  the  House.  The  biU  was  ac- 
cordingly read ;  a  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  committee  to  rise,  and  rejected;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  was  moved,  on  taking  the 
question  upon  which  there  was  no  quorum. 
The  usual  expedient  of  private  call  to  strag- 
gling members  was  found  ineffectual.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  ordered,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  This  operation,  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  stages,  must  necessarily  consume 
about  three  hours  of  time,  during  which  the 
House  can  do  no  other  business.  Upon  this 
call,  after  the  names  of  all  the  members  had 
been  twice  called  over,  and  all  the  absentees 
for  whom  any  valid  or  plausible  excuse  was 
offered  had  been  excused,  there  remained 
eighty-one  names  of  members,  who,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  should  appear,  or  were  to  be  sent 
for,  and  taken  into  custody  wherever  they 
might  be  found,  by  special  messengers  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose.  At  this  hour  of  the  night 
the  city  of  Washington  was  ransacked  by  these 
special  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
House  were  summoned  from  their  beds  to  be 
brought  in  custody  of  these  special  messengers, 
before  the  House,  to  answer  for  their  absence. 
After  hearing  the  excuses  of  two  of  these  mem- 
bers, and  the  acknowledged  no  good  reason 
of  a  third,  they  were  all  excused  in  a  mass, 
without  payment  of  fees;  which  fees,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  have 
of  course  become  a  charge  upon  the  people, 
and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  operation,  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  of  the  morning,  a  small  quorum  of  the 
House  was  obtained,  and,  without  any  vote  of 
the  House,  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  which 
was  resumed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into 


the  Union  was  again  taken  up ;  the  amendment 
moved  before  the  call  of  the  House  was  renew- 
ed, discussed,  and  rejected ;  other  amendments 
were  proposed,  and  shared  the  same  fate. 

About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  motion 
was  made  that  the  committee  should  rise,  and 
report  the  bills,  when  Mr.  Adams  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas ;  to  understand  the 
import  and  bearing  of  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  quote  the  part  of  the  section  into  which 
he  proposed  its  insertion.  In  the .  following 
citation,  the  words  proposed  by  him  for  inser- 
tion are  those  enclosed  in  brackets. 

"  Sec.  8.  And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  State 
of  Arkansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  the  people  of  the  said  State  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  said  State,  nor  shdl  they  levy  a  tax 
on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  witiiin  the 
said  Statfe  ;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  an  assent  by  Congress  [to  the  article  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  said  State  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the 
emancipation  of  slaves,  or]  to  all  and  any  of  the  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  ordinance  of  the  said  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  nor  to  deprive  the 
said  State  of  Arkansas  of  the  same  grants,  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions,  which  were  made  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  certain  Territories,  approved  the  6th  day  of  March, 
1820." 

When  the  amendment  had  been  read  by  the 
Olerk,  and  the  question  stated,  Mr.  Adams  ad- 
dressed the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
following  effect : 

Mr.  Chairman:  On  Monday  last  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  this  House  twenty-two 
memorials  and  remonstrances,  most  of  them 
numerously  signed,  by  citizens  of  the  ^ates 
of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Massachusetts. 
Twelve  of  these  memorials  were  from  the  con- 
gressional_  district  which  I  represent,  from  my 
own  constituents,  male  and  female ;  for,  in  New 
England  and  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  the  men  is 
the  vote  of  the  women;  and  I  consider  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  men  who  vote  at 
my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  other 
person,  as  much  my  constituents,  for  all  pur- 
poses by  which  I  can,  as  their  representative, 
serve  them  in  this  House,  as  if  every  individual 
had  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  a  vote  in  my 
favor. 

I  was,  then,  bound  in  duty  to  present  these 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  House; 
and  if  that  duty  was  of  perfect  and  irremissible 
obligation,  with  regard  to  those  which  came 
from  my  own  immediate  constituents,  I  felt  it 
as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  those 
which,  proceeding  from  remoter  distances,  and 
from  persons  entirely  unknown  to  me,  carried 
with  them  a  manifestation  of  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  the  memorialists,  which  it  was  not 
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"less  my  sacred  duty  to  justify  by  a  grateful 
return. 

I  felt  it,  therefore,  my  further  duty  to  invite 
the  House  to  listen  to  these  memorials  and  re- 
monstrances, to  examine 'their  complaints,  and, 
so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  duties  of 
the  House  to  their  other  constituents  and  to  the 
nation,  to  relieve  the  complainants,  and  to  re- 
move the  grievances  against  which  they  remon- 
strate. 

In  the  memorials  from  my  own  district  I 
recognized  among  the  signatures  the  names  of 
persons  well  known  to  me  as  citizens,  for  intel- 
ligence, integrity,  and  benevolence,  surpassed 
by  none  others  in  this  Union.  I  had  made  in- 
quiries concerning  the  characters  of  others  of 
the  memorialists,  not  known  to  myself,  and*iad 
received  testimonials  from  sources  entitled  to 
unqualified  credence,  and  from  persons  in  no- 
wise favoring  the  purposes  of  the  memorialists ; 
testimonials  to  their  integrity  and  repectabili- 
ty  which  could  leave  in  that  respect  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing 
somewhat  from  one  another  in  their  language 
and  phraseology,  all  complained  of  one  article 
in  the  newly-formed  constitution  of  Arkansas ; 
and  all  the  remonstrances  were  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave 
State. 

The  obnoxious  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  di- 
vision of  the  ninth  article,  and  is  in  the  words 
following : 

"  Emancipation  of  slaves. 
"  Sec.  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no 
power  to  pass  laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  They  shall  have 
no  power  to  prevent  emigrants  to  this  State  from 
bringing  with  them  such  persons  as  are  deemed 
slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  United  States. 
They  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to  permit 
the  offners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving 
the  rights  of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from 
becoming  a  public  charge.  They  shall  have  power 
to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought  to  this  State 
as  merchandise,  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  of 
slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  bound  by  oath  to  support 
their  constitution,  I  cannot  object  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State ; 
I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a  condi- 
tion of  her  admission,  that  a  convention  of  her 
people  shall  expunge  this  article  from  her  con- 
stitution. She  is  entitled  to  admission  as  a 
slave  State,  as  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  and  Missouri,  have  been  admitted, 
by  virtue  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  for  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  the  origi- 
nal citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  stipulates 
for  their  admission,  conformably  to  that  prin- 
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ciple,  into  the  Union.  Louisiana  was  purchased 
as  a  country  wherein  slavery  was  the  establish- 
ed law  of  the  land.  As  Congress  have  not 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  original  States  of  the  Union,  they  are  equal- 
ly destitute  of  the  power  in  those  parts  of  the 
territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States 
by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  where  slavery  exist- 
ed at  the  time  of  the  acquisition.  Slavery  is 
in  this  Union  the  subject  of  internal  legislation 
in  the  States,  and  in  peace  is  cognizable  by 
Congress  only,  as  it  is  tacitly  tolerated  and 
protected  where  it  exists  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  their 
intercourse  with  other  nations.  Arkansas, 
therefore,  comes,  and  has  the  right  to  come,  in- 
to the  Union  with  her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws. 
It  is  written  in  the  bond,  and,  however  I  may 
lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  I  must  faith- 
fully perform  its  obligations. 

I  could  not,  therefore,  propose  or  support 
the  specific  measure  desired  by  the  memorialists, 
which  was  to  impose  a  restriction  upon  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  requiring 
of  them,  as  a  condition  of  their  admission  into 
the  Union,  that  they  should  expunge  from  their 
constitution  the  article  concerning  slavery.  I 
do  not  think  it  within  the  legitimate  powers  of 
"Congress,  under  the  present  existing  circum- 
stances, to  impose  upon  the  State  of  Arkansas 
any  restriction  whatever,  with  relation  to  slav- 
ery, in  the  formation  of  her  constitution.  Upon 
the  same  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the 
proposal  of  restriction  upon  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, at  the  time  of  the  first  Missouri  question ; 
for  there  were  two  Missouri  questions,  differing 
much  from  each  other,  and  which  were  debated 
at  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress.  The 
second  was  that  finally  adjusted  by  the  com- 
promise. The  first  was  that  in  which  the  re- 
striction was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  had  at 
the  time  been  freely  expressed  against  it. 

But  theni  disapproved,  as  I  now  disapprove, 
of  slavery  M  a  civil  institution.  As  a  citizen, 
and  as  a  man,  therefore,  I  disapprove  of  that 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  perpetuate  slavery.  In 
voting  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitution, 
and  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  approve 
of  all  its  internal  regulations ;  but  doetrines 
have  been  recently  broached,  and  are  now 
countenanced  by  the  transfer  of  the  lawful 
possessions  of  Michigan  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
which  make  it,  in  my  judgment,  proper,  and 
perhaps  necessary,  that  Congress,  the  represent- 
atives of  that  federation,  compounded  partly 
of  slaveholding  and  partly  of  entirely  free 
States,  should  disclaim  all  approbation  of,  or 
assent  to,  that  article  in  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas.  I  propose  no  restriction  upon  her. 
I  am  content  to  receive  her  as  one  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  this  Union  ;  but  I  am  unwill- 
ing that  Congress,  in  accepting  her  constitution, 
should  even  lie  under  the  imputation  of  assent- 
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ing  to  an  article  in  the  constitution  of  a  State 
which  withholds  from  its  Legislature  the  power 
of  giving  freedom  to  the  slave. 

In  this  very  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee,  Congress  refuse  their  assent  to 
propositions,  made  by  the  convention  of  the 
people  of  Arkansas  which  formed  their  consti- 
tution, and  were  transmitted  with  it.  My  pro- 
posed amendment,  very  short  and  simple,  is  in 
perfect  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  section,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee ;  and  although  I  can- 
not flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  satisfactory  to 
those  of  my  constituents  and  fellow-citizens 
who  have  thought  proper  to  commit  their 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at 
least  secure  to  me  the  consciousness  of  having 
discharged  my  duty  to  them,  to  my  country, 
and  to  that  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
which  rejects,  without  reserve,  the  principle 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature  or  of  God,  man  can 
be  the  property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  I  will  not  enlarge.  "Were  I 
disposed  so  to  do,  twenty  hours  of  continuous 
session  have  too  much  exhausted  my  own  phys- 
ical strength,  and  the  faculties,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dulgence of  those  who  might  incline  to  hear  me, 
for  me  to  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience.. 
When  the  bill  shall  be  reported  to  the  House,  I 
may,  perhaps,  again  ask  to  be  heard,  upon  re- 
newing there,  as  I  intend,  the  motion  for  this 
amendment. 

[Mr.  Adams  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Wise 
addressed  the  committee.  The  debate  was  con- 
tinued by  Mr.  Beiggs,  Mr.  Gushing,  Mr.  Hoae, 
and  Mr.  Haed  of  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Wise, 
in  reply,  particularly,  to  Mr.  Gushing.  There 
was  great  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  hall, 
occasioned  chiefly  by  calls  for  order  and  vocif- 
erations of  the  word  "  question."  Personal 
reflections  passed  between  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  an  aifair  of  honor  afterwards  followed 
between  two  Southern  gentlemei^ which  was, 
however,  finally  adjusted  without  bloodshed. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  great 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  far  in 
restoring  order  that  Mr.  Hoab  was  heard  with 
respectful  attention.  After  he  took  his  seat,  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Adams 
addressed  the  committee  to  the  following  im- 
port :J 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  committee  with  another 
word  upon  the  subject  of  my  proposed  amend- 
inent.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  has  been  pleased  to  propound  to  me  a 
number  of  direct  questions,  two  or  three  of 
which  I  heard,  and  to  them  I  am  willing  to 
give  direct  and  explicit  answers.  For,  however 
widely  I  differ  in  opinion  from  him  on  this 
and  most  other  occasions  of  common  delibera- 
tion in  this  hall,  I  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
he  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing 
of  indirection  or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him. 
liis  course  is  straight  forward,  and  you  may 
always  know  where  to  find  him.     And,  sir,  in 


the  intercourse  of  public  or  private  life,  I  hold 
in  higher  esteem  an  adversary  of  such  a  char- 
acter, than  the  political  vane  upon  the  steeple, 
whose  friendship  and  whose  opinions  swing 
round  the  compass  with  every  variation  of  the 
winds,  and  are  steadfast  only  to  the  breath  of 
the  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman's  questions  which  I 
heard  was,  from  whence  this  amendment  came  ? 
I  answer  him  directly  that  it  came  from  me, 
and  from  me  alone,  without  consultation  with 
any  other  human  being.  There  was  no  aboli- 
tion gunpowder  plot  in  it ;  but,  in  claiming  it 
as  all  my  own,  I  shall  not  record  a  specification 
of  it  in  the  Patent  Ofiice  as  for  an  ingenious  in- 
venlion  or  a  profound  discovery.  It  laid  in  my 
way  and  I  took  it  up.  A  respectable  portion 
of  my  constituents,  and  many  others  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the  duty 
of  presenting  their  memorials  against  the  slav- 
ery article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 
Multitudes  of  others  had  entrusted  to  me  their 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Great 
nmnbers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  remon- 
strances, of  the  same  purport,  had  been  present- 
ed by  my  colleagues,  and  by  other  members  of 
the  House.  I  had  been  earnestly  solicited  to 
support,  as  far  as  my  very  slender  influence  in 
this  House  might  extend,  and  as  far  as  my  own 
convictions  of  truth  and  justice  would,  admit, 
the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  purpose 
of  those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  I  could 
not  support  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  could  not  re- 
sist the  admission  of  Arkansas,  notwithstand- 
ing the  slavery  article  in  her  constitution,  into 
the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  conces- 
sion to  the  slaveholding  interests  of  the  South, 
from  the  representatives  of  none  but  free- 
men in  this  House,  where  it  appeared  to  me 
not  only  just,  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
stop. 

Slavery,  taking  advantage  of  political  in- 
fluences, operated  just  at  this  time  at  the  North 
upon  the  prospects  of  the  presidential  election ; 
taking  advantage  (I  must  say  no  very  generous 
advantage)  of  that  kind,  friendly,  and  compas- 
sionate feeling  of  Northern  freeman  for  their 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  the  slaveholders 
of  the  South,  which,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  had  universally  pervaded  the  Northern 
region  of  the  country,  and  urged  our  people 
sometimes  even  to  riotous  excess  against  the 
peaceable,  warm-hearted,  but  honest-hearted 
enthusiasts  of  human  liberty :  slavery,  I  say, 
in  the  confidence  of  her  temporary  reinforce- 
ment from  sources  foreign  to  her  own  character, 
had  changed  her  tone,  and  was  aiming  blows 
of  deadly  intent  at  the  freedom  of  her  North- 
ern associate  itself.  She  had  struck  at  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech  in 
this  House  ;  she  had  struck  at  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  at  the  freedom  of  the  post  oflice, 
both  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  by  the  express  recommendation  of 
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the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union;  she  had 
strack  at  the  liberty  and  the  hfe  of  a  free  citi- 
zen of  a  Northern  State,  by  demanding  that  he 
should  be  delivered  up,  innocent  of  all  offence, 
as  he  was,  against  ■  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  I  had  seen 
the  twenty-two  memorials  and  remonstrances 
which  I  had  presented,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  import,  the  moment  they  had  reached  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  ordered  by  the  Speaker  to 
be  laid  on  the  table,  without  reading,  without 
knowing  what  they  contained,  without  the 
privilege  of  being  considered,  by  a  general 
stigmatizing  interdict,  more  insulting  than 
would  have  been  an  absolute  refusal  to  receive 
them.  The  article  in  the  constitution  of  Ar- 
kansas, cutting  off  the  last  hope  of  emancipa- 
tion to  the  end  of  time,  by  withholding  from 
the  Legislature  even  the  power  of  ordaining  it, 
I  strongly  disapproved.  The  House  had  treated 
all  these  memorials  and  remonstrances  in  be- 
half of  freedom  as  if  they  were  afraid  to  hear 
them  read,  afraid  to  look  them  in  the  face, 
afraid  even  to  squint  at  them.  In  reading  this 
eighth  section  of  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  which 
I  offered  was  so  congenial  to  its  spirit,  that,  if 
inserted  at  the  place  proposed,  it  would  appear 
altogether  as  if  it  had  been  a  part  of  the  sec- 
tion as  originally  drawn  up.  The  amendment 
falls  infinitely  short  of  the  Missouri  restriction, 
and  is  entirely  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  itself  Unable  as  I  was  to  propose 
the  restriction  desired  by  the  memorialists  and 
remonstrant's,  yet,  believing  that  the  occasion 
required  of  me  an  avowal  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  free- 
dom of  my  constituents,  I  was  desirous  of 
manifesting  them  in  the  form  the  least  offensive 
possible  to  the  slaveholding  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. I  wished  to  plant  the  standard  of 
freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  eleva- 
tion, and,  by  conceding  to  slavery  every  thing 
required  by  the  common  compact,  yet  adhering 
to  those  self-evident  truths  proclaimed  in  the 
declaration  of  independence,  to  utter  the  mini- 
mum of  the  sentiments  Which  I  believed  my 
constituents  would  never  resign  but  with  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.  At  every  former 
period  of  our  history,  I  should  have  expected 
that  the  representatives  of  the  slaveholding 
States  in  this  House  would  readily  have  ac- 
cepted this,  as  far  more  favorable  to  them  than 
the  Missouri  compromise.  Now,  my  object  is 
to  fulfil  the  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  my  con- 
stituents, and  to  leave  the  decision  where  it 
properly  belongs.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other 
question  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  which 
requires  an  answer  from  me,  particularly  after 
the  eloquent  address  of  my  colleague  behind 
me  (Mr.  CnsniNs)  has  already  answered  them 
so  much  more  effectually  than  I  could  have 
done  myself. 

Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  inquired  whether  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 


(Mr.  Adams,)  if  his  amendment  should  prevail, 
the  State  of  Arkansas  would,  by  this  bill,  be 
admitted  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly,  sir.  There  is  not  in 
my  amendment  the  shadow  of  a  restriction 
upon  the  State.  It  leaves  the  State,  like  aU 
the  rest,  to  regulate  the  subject  of  slavery 
within  herself  to  her  own  laws ;  and  how  far 
that  comes  short  of  the  concessions  required 
from  the  slaveholding  interest  by  the  Missouri 
compromise,  it  is  easy  to  judge  by  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  that  time ;  for  in  the  act  of 
6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  is 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  territory  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. And  this  was  the  first  Missouri  com- 
promise ;  not  the  abolition,  but  the  prohibition 
by  Congress  forever,  of  slavery  in  that  portion 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory  where  it  had  not 
then  penetrated.  And,  secondly;  when  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  form- 
ed, there  was  an  article  on  the  legislative  power, 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
which,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  was  in  these 
words :  "  It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first, 
to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  this  State,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever." 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the 
16th  Congress  was  consumed  in  debates  wheth- 
er the  State  of  Missouri  should  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  without  requiring  of  her  that  this 
clause  should  be  expunged  from  her  constitu- 
tion, and  the  session  terminated  with  her  con- 
ditional admission,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  March, 
1821,  in  the  following  words : 

"Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
In  all  respects  whatever,  upon  the  fundamental  con- 
ditions that  the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth 
eection  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitution  sub- 
mitted on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to  Congress, 
.shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize  the  passage 
of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed  In  con- 
formity thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to 
which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  pubUc  act,  shall 
declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  tlie  said 
fundamental  conditions,  and  shall  transmit  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Monday  in  November  next,  an  authentic  copy 
of  said  act ;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the  President, 
by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact ;  where- 
upon, and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  the 
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part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  said  State 
into  this  Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete." 

This  was  the  second  Missouri  compromise ; 
and,  conformably  to  this  resolution,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Missouri  did,  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1821,  hy  a  solemn  puhlic  act,  declare 
the  assent  of  the  State  to  this  fundamental  con- 
dition. A  copy  of  this  solemn  act  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who,  after  consultation  with  all  the  memhers 
of  his  administration,  and  after  taking  from 
each  one  of  them  his  opinion  in  writing,  issued, 
on  the  10th  of  August,  1821,  his  proclamation, 
declaring  that  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed hy  me  nothing  comparahle,  as  concession 
from  the  slaveholding  to  the  free  States,  to  this 
Missouri  restriction.  I  propose  no  restriction 
at  all.  I  simply  ask  that  my  constituents,  as 
parties  to  this  compact  of  admission  with  Ar- 
kansas, may  not  he  constructively  held  to  have 
given  their  assent  to  this  perpetuation  of  sla- 
very, placing  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legis- 
lative authority. 

And  this  reservation  is  entirely  conformahle 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  That  instrument,  containing  in  four 
different  places  arrangements  having  reference 
to  slavery,  does  not,  in  any  one  of  them,  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  slavery  or  of  slaves ; 
neither  of  the  words  is  to  he  found  throughout 
the  constitution.  Its  founders  were  unwilling 
that  the  frame  of  Government,  ordained  ex- 
pressly hy  the  people,  to  secure  to  themselves 
and  to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
should  he  polluted  even  hy  the  name  of  slavery. 
Thus,  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders 
should  enjoy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege 
of  representation  of  the  persons  of  their  slaves 
in  this  hall,  they  adopted  a  circumlocution,  and, 
after  enumerating  free  persons,  those  bound  to 
service  ;for  a  term  of  years,  and  Indians  not 
taxed,  including  every  description  of  human 
heings,  slaves  alone  excepted,  then  endowed 
their  masters  with  the  right  of  representation 
for  three-fifths  of  "  all  other  persons." 

Thus,  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
which  denied  to  Congress  the  power,  prior  to 
the  year  1808,  of  prohibiting  the  slave  trade, 
that  detestable  traffic  was  described,  not  by  its 
proper  name,  but  under  the  gentle  denomina- 
tion of  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
think  proper  to  admit." 

Again:  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  which  stipulates  for  the  arrest  and 
delivery  up  of  fugitive  slaves,  does  not  name 
them  as  such.  It  says :  "  No  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  In  one  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be 
discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  hut  shall 
be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 
And,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth 


article,  it  is  provided  that  the  United  States 
shall,  on  the  application  of  the  Legislature  or 
of  the  Executive  of  any  one  of  the  States,  pro- 
tect the  same  against  domestic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  exclusively  confined  to  servile 
insurrection,  undoubtedly  selected  with  special 
and  emphatic  reference  to  it. 

In  no  one  of  these  four  passages  are  slaves 
recognized  as  property.  In  the  first  three, 
where  the  reference  to  them  is  direct,  they  are 
expressly  designated  as  persons — persons  to  be 
represented  in  Congress,  not  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  votes  of  their  masters ;  persons  whom 
the  then  existing  States  might  think  proper  to 
admit ;  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  to  be 
delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Not  only  is 
there  no  recognition  of  slaves  as  property,  not 
only  are  they  constantly  referred  to  as  persons, 
but  in  every  instance  they  are  so  described  that 
the  engagement  contracted  with  relation  to 
them  might  be  applicable  to  classes  of  persons 
other  than  slaves ;  and  this  studious  tmilbrmity 
of  language  throughout  the  whole  constitution 
could  only  arise  from  the  determination  to  ex- 
clude from  it  any  acknowledgment  of  slavery, 
as  forming  a  component  part  of  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and 
conciliation  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  this 
spirit  that  I  offer  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee.  I  will  trespass  no  longer  upon 
their  indulgence,  but  will  submit  a  few  ob- 
servations more  upon  the  subject,  when  the  biU 
shall  be  reported  to  the  House. 


Thuesdat,  June  30. 

Death  of  Ex-President  Madison. 

On  the  Speaker's  resuming  the  chair,  at  4 
o'clock,  he  announced  the  following  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Washington,  June  30,  1836. 
To  the  Senate  and  Rome  of  Represeivtatives : 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  James 
Madison,  ex-President  of  the  United  States.  He 
departed  this  life  at  half-past  six'  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Sth  instant,  full  of  Tears  and  of 
honor. 

I  hasten  this  communication,  in  order  that  Con- 
gress may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to 
testify  their  sense  of  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  one  whose  life  has  contributed  so  essen- 
tially to  the  happiness  and  glory  of  his  country,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind. 

ANDREW  JACKSON". 

The  Message  having  been  read, 
_  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  par- 
ticular relation  in  which  he  stood,  as  his  imme- 
diate representative  and  personal  friend,  to- 
Avards  the  great  public  benefactor  whose  de- 
cease, "  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors,"  had 
just  been  announced  by  the  Message  of  the 
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President  of  the  United  States,  had  indnced  the 
Virginia  delegation  to  devolve  upon  him  the 
mournful  duty  of  proposing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House  the  resolution  he  was  about  to  offer, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  course 
to  be  pursued  for  giving  expression  to  the  na- 
tional sensibility  to  the  great  bereavement  we 
had  suffered. 

I  do  not,  however,  Mr.  Speaker,  feel  it  to  be 
a  suitable  occasion  in  which  to  employ  or  in- 
dulge in  any  studied  phrase  of  panegyric  upon 
the  public  or  private  virtues  of  the  venerable 
man  whose  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that,  early  imbued  with  the 
sincerest  veneration  for  the.  character  of  Mr. 
Madison,  with  the  profoundest  admiration  of 
his  talents,  and  the  warmest  gratitude  for  his 
eminent  and  varied  public  services,  there  is  no 
language  that  I  could  employ  which  would  ex- 
aggerate the  deep  emotion  with  which  I  have 
been  impressed  by  the  melancholy  intelligence 
of  his  death.  And  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be 
equally  impossible  for  me  to  speak  of  him  in 
any  terms  that  would  depict  an  individual  pre- 
eminent in  all  the  virtues  of  social  and  private 
life,  or  one  that  combined  the  merits  of  a  pa- 
triot, statesman,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find 
a  ready  and  full  i-esponse  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  all  who  hear  me.  But  it  is  not  a 
feeble  effort  of  this  kind,  such  as  I  could  make, 
nor  even  by  the  highest  effort  of  human  elo- 
quence, the  lofty  inspiration  of  poetry,  "  the 
storied  urn  or  animated  bust,"  that  can  rear  an 
appropriate  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Madison,  or  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  his 
fame. 

His  appropriate  and  enduring  eulogium  is  to 
be  found  inscribed  in  those  pages  of  his  coun- 
try's history  which  are  identified  with  her 
honor  and  glory.  It  is  engraved  upon  every 
pillar  of  that  splendid  fabric  of  constitutional 
liberty  under  which  we  live.  It  is  identified 
with  the  existence  of  that  glorious  union  of 
confederated  States  which  he  contributed  so 
essentially  to  form,  and  the  maintenance  and 
preservation  of  which,  with  all  its  numerous 
blessings,  were  the  constant  objects  of  his  care 
during  his  long,  laborious,  and  useful  public 
life,  and  of  his  most  earnest  and  anxious  solici- 
tude in  the  shades  of  retirement. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  de- 
cisive and  more  affecting  evidence  of  his  merit 
and  title  to  public  gratitude  will  be  found  in 
the  deep  grief  with  which  his  loss  will  be  de- 
plored by  every  man  in  the  nation  as  a  great 
national  calamity.  I  offer  the  resolution  which 
I  now  send  to  the  Chair : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and  affection 
it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Madison,  just 
announced  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
this  House. 


The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Adams  rose,  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
By  the  general  sense  of  the  House,  said  he, 
it  is  with  perfect  propriety  that  the  delegation 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  have  taken 
the  lead  in  the  melancholy  duty  of  proposing 
the  measures  suitable  to  be  adopted  as  testi- 
monials of  the  veneration  due  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted patriot  andsage,  the  native  of  their  soil, 
and  the  citizen  of  their  community. 

It  is  not  without  some  hesitation,  and  some 
difiidence,  that  I  have  risen  to  offer  in  my  own 
behalf,  and  in  that  of  my  colleagues  upon  this 
floor,  and  of  our  common  constituents,  to  join 
our  voice,  at  once  of  mourning  and  of  exulta- 
tion, at  the  event  announced  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  by  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States — of  mourning  at  the  bereave- 
ment which  has  befallen  our  common  country 
by  the  decease  of  one  of  her  most  illustrious 
sons ;  of  exultation  at  the  spectacle  afforded  to 
the  observation  of  the  civilized  world,  and  for 
the  emulation  of  after  times,  by  the  close  of  a 
life  of  usefulness  and  of  glory,  after  forty  years 
of  service  in  trusts  of  the  highest  dignity  and 
splendor  that  a  confiding  country  could  bestow, 
succeeded  by  twenty  years  of  retirement  and 
private  life,  not  inferior,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise,  to  the  honors 
of  the  highest  station  that  ambition  can  ever 
attain. 

Of  the  public  life  of  James  Madison  what 
could  I  say  that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  memory  and  upon  the  heart  of  every  one 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  ?  Of  his  private 
life,  what  but  must  meet  an  echoing  shout  of 
applause  from  every  voice  within  this  hall  ?  Is 
it  not  in  a  pre-eminent  degree  by  emanations 
from  his  mind  that  we  are  assembled  here  as 
the  Kepresentatives  of  the  people  and  States  of 
this  Union?  Is  it  not  transcendently  by  his 
exertions  that  we  all  address  each  other  here 
by  the  endearing  appellation  of  countrymen  and 
fellow-citizens?  Of  that  band  of  benefactors 
of  the  human  race,  the  founders  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  James  Madison  is 
the  last  who  is  gone  to  his  reward.  Their 
glorious  work  has  survived  them  all.  They 
have  transmitted  the  precious  bond  of  union  to 
us,  now  entirely  a  succeeding  generation  to 
them.  May  it  never  cease  to  be  a  voice  of  ad' 
monition  to  us  of  our  duty  to  transmit  the  in- 
heritance unimpaired  to  our  children  of  the 
rising  age. 

Of  the  personal  relations  with  this  great  man, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  long  career  of  public 
service  in  which  twenty  years  of  my  own  life 
have  been  engaged,  it  becomes  me  not  to  speak. 
The  fulness  of  the  heart  must  be  silent,  even 
to  the  suppression  of  the  overflowings  of  grati- 
tude and  affection. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  that  body : 
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"  In  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

June  30,  1836. 

"  Sesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  conunittee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  tlie  part  of  the  House,  to  con- 
sider and  report  by  what  tol^en  of  respect  and  affec- 
tion it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the 
ITnited  States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the 
nation  to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Madison, 
just  announced  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  EivES,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, Mr.  Gkundt,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Leigh,  and 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  be  the  committee. 

"Attest:  WALTER  LOWKIE,  ^ecV" 


The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution,  and, 
according  to  a  previous  order  of  the  House,  the 
committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  one  from 
each  State  in  the  Union ;  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed : 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia;  Mr.  Masoit,  of 
Maine ;  Mr.  Oushman,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts ;  Mr.  Toucbt,  of  Con- 
necticut ;  Mr.  Peakoe,  of  Ehode  Island ;  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Vermont ;  Mr.  "Ward,  of  New  York ; 
Mr.  Pakkee,  of  New  Jersey ;  Mr.  ANTHOirr,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Milligan,  of  Delaware; 
Mr.  WASHiN-GTOir,  of  Maryland ;  Mr.  Dbbeeet, 
of  North  Carolina;  Mr.  Geiffin,  of  South  Car- 
olina ;  Mr.  Coffee,  of  Georgia ;  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky ;  Mr.  Dunlap,  of  Tennessee ;  Mr. 
MoLene,  of  Ohio ;  Mr.  Eiplet,  of  Louisiana ; 
Mr.  Caee,  of  Indiana ;  Mr.  Claiboenb,  of  Mis- 
sissippi ;  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Illinois ;  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  Alabama;  Mr.  Haeeison,  of  Missouri. 

Gherolcee  Treaty. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 

"Whole  (Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  chair)  on  the  "  bill 

making  further  appropriations  for  carrying  into 

effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  pur- 


Tho  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  strike  out  the  following  clause : 

"  For  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
lands  ceded  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  of  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  deducting 
the  cost  of  the  land  to  be  provided  for  them  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  under  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
$4,500,000."  ■'' 

West  Point  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  commit- 
tee then  took  up  the  "  hill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  Academy  of  the  ITnited 
States,  for  the  year  1836." 

Mr.  Pibece,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman :  An  attempt  was  made  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  to  bring  the  subject  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Military  Academy 
before  the  country,  through  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  same  thing  has  been  done  during 
the  present  session,  again  and  again,  hut  all 
efforts  have  proved  alike  unsuccessful  1  StOl 
you  do  not  cease  to  call  for  appropriations  • 


you  require  the  people's  money  for  the  support 
of  the  institution,  while  you  refuse  them  the 
light  necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  your  annual  requisitions. 

Whether  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  hDl  upon  your  table  is  too  great 
or  too  .small,  or  precisely  suflScient  to  cover  the 
current  expenses  of  the  institution,  is  a  matter 
into  which  I  will  not  at  present  inquire ;  hut  I 
shall  feel  hound  to  oppose  the  hill  in  every 
stage  of  its  progress.    I  cannot  vote  a  single 
dollar  until  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  presented 
by  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawes,)  at 
an  early  day  in  the  session,  shall  be  first  taken 
up  and  disposed  of.    I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it 
will  be  said,  because  I  have  heard  the  same 
declaration  on  a  former  occasion,  that  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
institution ;  that  the  biU  is  to  make  provision 
for  expenses  already  incurred  in  part;   and 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  upon 
the  necessity  of  a  reorganization,  the  appropri- 
ation must  be  made.    I  say  to  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  institution, 
and  to  those  who  helieve  that  abuses  exist, 
which  ought  to  he  exposed  and  corrected,  that 
now  is  their  only  time,  and  this  the  only  op- 
portunity during  the  present  session,  to  attain 
their  object,  and  I  trust  they  will  steadily  resist 
the  bill  until  its  friends  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  take  up  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and  give  it 
its  proper  reference. 

Sir,  why  has  this  investigation  been  resisted? 
Is  it  not  an  institution  which  has  already  cost 
this  country  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars, 
for  which  you  propose,  in  this  very  bill,  an  ap- 
propriation of  more  than  one  huhdred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars,  and  which  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
citizens  in  this  Union,  has  failed,  eminently 
failed,  to  fulfil  the  objects  for  which  it  was  es- 
tablished, of  sufficient  interest  and  importance 
to  claim  the  consideration  of  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  House  itself? 

I  should  have  expected  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  fi-om  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawes,)  mere- 
ly proposing  an  inquiry,  to  pass  without  oppo- 
sition, had  I  not  witnessed  the  strong  sensa- 
tion, nijy,  excitement,  that  was  produced  here, 
at  the  last  session,  by  the  presentation  of  his 
yet  unpublished  report.  Sir,  if  you  would  have 
an  exhibition  of  highly  excited  feeling  it  re- 
quires little  observation  to  learn  that  you  may 
produce  it  at  any  moment  by  attacking  such 
laws  as  confer  exclusive  and  gratuitous  priv- 
ileges. The  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  under  it 
were  made  occasion  of  newspaper  paragraphs, 
which,  in  tone  of  lamentation,  ^nd  direful  pre- 
diction, rivalled  the  most  highly  wrought  spe- 
cimens of  the  panic  era.  One  of  those  ai-ticles 
1  preserved,  and  have  before  me.  It  com- 
mences thus:  '' The  architects  of  ruin.— This 
name  has  been  appropriately  given  to  those  who 
are  leading  on  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  the  im- 
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principled,  in  a  remorseless  war  upon  all  the 
guards  and  defences  of  society." 

I  introduce  it  here  merely  to  show  what  are, 
in  certain  quarters,  considered  the  guards  and 
defences  of  society.  After  various  compliments, 
similar  to  that  just  cited,  the  article  proceeds  : 
"  All  this  is  dangerous  as  novel,  and  the  ulti- 
mate results  cannot  bo  contemplated  without 
anxiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check 
it  ?  ' '  Down  with  the  Bank ;'  '  down  with  the 
Military  Academy  ;'  '  down  with  the  Judici- 
ary ;'  '  down  with  the  Senate ;'  wiU  be  follow- 
ed by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  have  the  United- 
States  Bank  first,  and  then  the  Military  Acade- 
my, as  the  guards  and  defences  of  your  country. 
If  it  be  so,  you  are  indeed  feebly  protected. 
One  of  these  guards  and  defences  is  already 
tottering.  And  who  are  "  the  architects  of 
rain"  that  have  resolved  its  downfall?  Are 
they  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  the  unprin- 
cipled? No,  sir.  The  most  pure  and  patri- 
otic portion  of  your  community ;  the  staid, 
industrious,  intelligent  farmers  and  mechanics, 
through  a  public  servant,  who  has  met  respon- 
sibilities, and  seconded  their  wishes,  with  equal 
intrepidity  and  success,  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
cabinet,  have  accomplished  this  great  work. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  real  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  much-dreaded  levelling 
principle. 

From  the  middling  interest  you  have  derived 
your  most  able  and  efBcient  support  in  the 
most  gloomy  and  trying  periods  of  your  his- 
tory. And  what  have  they  asked  in  return? 
Nothing  but  the  common  advantages  and  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Government,  administered  under 
equal  and  impartial  laws.  They  are  responsi- 
ble for  no  portion  of  your  legislation,  which, 
through  its  partial  and  unjust  operation,  has 
shaken  this  Union  to  its  centre.  That  has  had 
its  origui  in  a  different  quarter,  sustained  by 
wealth,  the  wealth  of  monopolies,  and  the  pow- 
er and  influence  which  wealth,  thus  accumu- 
lated and  disposed,  never  fails  to  control.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  far  from  demanding  at  your 
hands  special  favors  for  themselves,  they  have 
not,  in  my  judgment,  been  sufficiently  jealous 
of  all  legislation  conferring  exclusive  and  gra- 
tuitous privileges. 

That  the  law  creating  the  institution  of 
which  I  am  now  speaking,  and  the  practice 
under  it,  is  strongly  marked  by  both  these  char- 
acteristics, is  apparent  at  a  single  glance.  It 
is  gratuitous,  because  those  who  are  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  obtain  admission  there  receive  their 
education  without  any  obligation,  except  such 
as  a  sense  of  honor  may  impose,  to  return, 
either  by  service  or  otherwise,  the  slightest 
equivalent.  It  is  exclusive,  inasmuch  as  only 
one  youth  out  of  a  population  of  more  than 
47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the 
same  time ;  and  those  who  are  successful  are 
admitted  at  an  age,  when  their  characters  cannot 
have  become  developed,  and  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  their  adaptation,  mentd  or  phys- 


ical, for  military  life.  The  system  disregards 
one  of  those  great  principles  which,  carried  in- 
to practice,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  to  render  the  arms  of  Napoleon  invin- 
cible for  so  many  years.  "Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that  it  destroys  the  very  life  and  spring 
of  military  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  by  utterly 
foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  soldier 
and  non-commissioned  officer  ?  However  mer- 
itorious may  be  his  services,  however  pre-emi- 
nent may  become  his  qualifications  for  com- 
mand, all  is  unavailing.  The  portcullis  is  drop- 
ped between  him  and  preferment ;  the  wisdom 
of  your  laws  having  provided  another  criterion 
than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  of  com- 
mand. They  have  made  an  Academy,  where  a 
certain  number  of  young  gentlemen  are  edu- 
cated annually  at  the  public  expense,  and  to 
which  there  is,  of  consequence,  a  general  rush, 
not  so  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotism  and 
a  taste  for  military  life,  as  from  motives  less 
worthy — the  avenue,  and  the  only  avenue,  to- 
rank  in  your  army.  These  are  truths;  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny  j 
and  I  leave  it  for  this  House  and  the  nation  to 
determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  spirit 
of  exolusiveness,  alike  at  variance  with  the  ge- 
nius of  your  Government  and  the  efficiency 
and  chivalrous  character  of  your  military  force- 
Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  interested 
in  the  army,  or  entertain  a  higher  regard  for- 
it,  than  myself.  My  earliest  recollections  con- 
nect themselves  fondly  and  gratefully  with  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  who,  relinquishing  the 
quiet  and  security  of  civil  life,  were  staking 
their  all  upon  the  defence  of  their  country's 
rights  and  honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed among  that  noble  band  now  occupies  and 
honors  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  indulge  in  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect  and  admiration,  which 
I  am  sure  would  find  a  hearty  response  in  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  this  committee.  I 
allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the  hope  that, 
on  some  occasion,  we  may  have,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tion. And  if  his  opinions  shall  differ  from  my 
own,  I  promise  carefully  to  review  every  step 
by  which  I  have  been  led  to  my  present  con- 
clusions. You  cannot  mistake  me,  sir ;  I  refer 
to  the  hero  of  Erie.  I  have  declared  myself 
the  friend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what 
measures  are  best  calculated  to  render  it  clToo- 
tive,  and  what  all  desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for 
the  proposition  with  my  whole  heart. 

But  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, as  at  present  organized,  is  calculated  to 
accomplish  this  desirable  end.  It  may,  and 
undoubtedly  does,  send  forth  into  the  country 
much  military  knowledge ;  but  the  advantage 
which  your  army,  or  that  which  will  constitute 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is 
by  no  means  commenLarate  with  the  expense 
you  incur.  Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to 
say  that  I  deny,  utterly,  the  expediency,  and 
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the  right  to  educate,  at  the  public  expense,  any 
number  of  young  men  who,  on  the  completion 
of  their  education,  are  not  to  form  a  portion 
of  your  miUtary  force,  but  to  return  to  the 
walks  of  private  life.  Such  was  never  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Military  Academy  until  after  the 
law  of  1812  ;  and  the  doctrine,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  was  first  formally  an- 
nounced by  a  distinguished  individual,  at  this 
time  sufficiently  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  ex- 
ecutive patronage,  and  greatly  alarmed  by  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  tendencies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  and  consolidation.  It 
may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  communicated  to  Congress  in  1819. 

If  it  shall,  upon  due  consideration,  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress  and  the  country,  I 
can  see  no  limit  to  the  exercise  of  power  and 
Government  patronage.  Follow  out  the  prin- 
ciple, and  where  will  it  lead  you  ?  You  confer 
upon  the  National  Government  the  absolute 
guardianship  of  literature  and  science,  military 
and  civil ;  you  need  not  stop  at  military  science ; 
any  one,  in  the  wide  range  of  sciences,  becomes 
at  once  a  legitimate  and  constitutional  object 
of  your  patronage ;  you  are  confined  by  no  lim- 
it but  your  discretion;  you  have  no  check 
but  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  you  may  af- 
ford instruction,  at  the  public  expense,  in  the 
languages,  in  philosophy,  in  chemistry,  and  in 
the  exact  sciences,  to  young  gentlemen  who 
are  under  no  obligation  to  enter  the  service  of 
their  country,  but  are,  in  fact,  destined  for  civil 
life,  why  may  you  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
provide  the  means  of  a  legal,  or  theological,  or 
medical  education,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
cipients of  your  bounty  will  carry  forth  a  fund 
of  useful  knowledge,  that  may,  at  some  time, 
under  some  circumstances,  produce  a  beneficial 
influence,  and  promote  "  the  general  welfare  ?" 
Sir,  I  fear  that  even  some  of  us  may  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  "general  welfare  "  of  your 
constitution  will  leave  us  little  ground  to  boast 
of  a  Government  of  limited  powers.  But  I  did 
not  propose  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  abstract 
question  of  constitutional  right.  I  will  regard 
the  expediency  alone ;  and  whether  the  power 
exist  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  an  institution  like 
this,  is  subversive  of  the  only  principle  upon 
which  a  school,  conducted  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, can  be  made  profitable  to  the  public  ser- 
vice— that  of  making  an  admission  into  your 
school,  and  an  education  there,  secondary  to  an 
appointment  in  the  army.  Sir,  this  distinctive 
feature  characterized  all  your  legislation,  and 
all  executive  recommendations,  down  to  1810. 

I  may  as  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an 
answer  which  has  always  been  ready  when  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  this  institution — 
an  answer  which,  if  it  has  not  proved  quite  sat- 
isfactory to  minds  that  yield  their  assent  more 
readily  to  strong  reasons  than  to  the  authority 
of  great  names,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exer- 
cised a  powerful  influence  upon  the  public 
mind.  It  has  not  gone  forth  upon  the  author- 
ity of  an  individujj  merely,  but  has  been  pub- 


lished to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress.  It  is  this: 
that  the  institution  has  received  at  different  times 
the  sanction  of  such  names  as  Washington, 
Adams,  and  Jefferson ;  and  this  has  been  claim- 
ed with  such  boldness,  and  in  a  form  so  impos- 
ing, as  almost  to  forbid  any  question  of  its  ac- 
curacy. If  this  were  correct,  in  point  of  fact, 
it  would  be  entitled  to  the  most  profound  re- 
spect and  consideration,  and  no  change  should 
be  urged  against  the  weight  of  such  authority, 
without  mature  deliberation,  and  thorough  con- 
viction of  expediency.  Unfortunately  for  the 
advocates  of  the  institution,  and  fortunately  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  this  claim  cannot 
be  sustained  by  reference  to  executive  docu- 
ments, from  the  first  report  of  General  Knox, 
in  1790,  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  admin- 
istration. 

The  error  has  undoubtedly  innocently  oc- 
curred, by  confounding  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  as  it  was,  with  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point  as  it  is.  The  report  of 
Secretary  Knox,  just  referred  to,  is  character- 
ized by  this  distinctive  feature — that  the  corps 
proposed  to  be  organized  were  "  to  serve  as  an 
actual  defence  to  the  community,"  and  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  active  military  force  of  the 
country,  "  to  serve  in  the  field,  or  on  the  fron- 
tier, or  in  the  fortifications  of  the  sea-coast,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  may  direct."  At  a  la- 
ter period,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
(Mr.  McHenry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in 
1800,  although  it  proposed  a  plan  for  military 
schools,  differing  in  many  essential  particulars 
from  those  which  had  preceded  it,  still  retained 
the  distinctive  feature  just  named  as  character- 
izing the  report  of  General  Knox. 

With  regard  to  educating  young  men  gratu- 
itously, which,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
design,  I  am  prepared  to  show  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Academy,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, I  cannot,  perhaps,  exhibit  more  clearly  the 
sentiments  of  the  Executive  at  that  early  day, 
urgent  as  was  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must 
have  been  the  desire,  to  give  strength  and 
efl5ciency  to  the  military  force,  than  by  reading 
one  or  two  paragraphs  from  a  supplementary  re- 
port of  Secretary  McHenry,  addressed  to  the 
chau-man  of  the  Committee  of  Defence,  on  the 
31st  January,  1800. 
The  Secretary  says : 

"  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  Military  Academy, 
the  directors  thereof  are  to  be  officei-s  taken  from  the 
army ;  consequently,  no  expense  will  be  incurred  by 
such  appointments.  The  plan  also  contemplates 
that  officers  of  the  army,  cadets,  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  shall  receive  instruction  in  the 
Academy.  As  the  rations  and  fuel  which  they  are 
entitled  to  in  the  army  will  sufiBce  for  them  m  the 
Academy,  no  additional  expense  will  be  required 
for  objects  of  maintenance  while  there. 

"The  expenses  of  servants  and  certain  incidental 
expenses  relative  to  the  police  and  administration, 
may  be  defrayed  by  those  who  shall  be  admitted, 
out  of  their  pay  and  emoluments." 
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You  will  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  tlie 
phraseology  of  the  report,  that  aU  were  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  your  actual  military  force ; 
and  that  whatever  additional  charges  should  be 
incurred,  were  to  be  defrayed  by  those  who 
might  receive  the  advantages  of  instruction. 
These  were  provisions,  just  as  they  are  im- 
portant. Let  me  call  your  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  report  of  Colonel  Williams,  which 
was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  message, 
communicated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  on 
the  18th  of  March,  1808. 

The  extract  I  propose  to  read,  as  sustaining 
fully  the  views  of  Mr.  McHenry  upon  this 
point,  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  It  might  be  well  to  make  the  plan  upon  such  a 
scale  as  not  only  to  take  in  the  minor  officers  of  the 
navy,  but  also  any  youths  from  any  of  the  States  who 
might  wish'  for  such  an  education,  whether  designed 
for  the  army  or  navy,  or  neither,  and  let  them  be 
assessed  to  the  value  of  their  education,  which  might 
form  a  fund  for  extra  or  contingent  expenses." 

Sir,  these  are  the  true  doctrines  upon  this 
subject:  doctrines  worthy  of  the  administra- 
tion under  which  they  were  promulgated,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  statesmen  in 
the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the  I'epuhlio. 

Give  to  the  officers  of  your  army  the  highest 
advantages  for  perfection  in  all  the  branches 
of  military  science,  and  let  those  advantages  be 
open  to  all,  in  rotation,  and  under  such  terms 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  at  oAce  impartial 
toward  the  ofBcers,  and  advantageous  to  the 
service ;  but  let  all  young  gentlemen  who  have 
a  taste  for  military  life,  .and  desire  to  adopt 
arms  as  a  profession,  prepare  themselves  for 
subordinate  situations  at  their  own  expense,  or 
at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  youth  of  the  country 
are  qualified  for  the  professions  of  civil  life. 
Sir,  while  upon  this  subject  of  gratuitous  edu- 
cation, I  will  read  an  extract  from  "Dupin's 
Military  Force  of  Great  Britain,"  to  show  what 
favor  it  finds  in  another  country,  from  the 
practice  and  experience  of  which  we  may  de- 
rive some  advantages,  however  far  from  ap- 
proving of  its  institutions  generally.  The  ex- 
tract is  from  the  2d  vol.,  7lst  page,  and  relates 
to  the  terms  on  which  young  gentlemen  are 
admitted  to  the  junior  departments  of  the  Eoy- 
al  Military  College  at  Sandhurst. 

"  First.  The  sons  of  officers  of  aU  ranks,  whether 
of  the  land  or  sea  forces,  who  have  died  in  the 
service,  leaving  their  families  in  pecuniary  distress ; 
this  class  are  instructed,  boarded,  and  habited, 
gratuitously  .by  the  State ;  being  required  only  to 
provide  their  equipments  on  admission,  and  to 
maintain  themselves  in  linen. 

"  Secondly.  The  sons  of  all  officers  of  the  army 
above  the  rank  of  subalterns  actually  in  the  service, 
and  who  pay  a  sum  proportioned  to  their  ranks,  ac- 
cording to  a  scale  per  annum  regulated  by  the  supreme 
board.  The  sons  of  living  naval  officers  of  rank  not 
below  that  of  master  and  commander,  are  also  ad- 
mitted on  payment  of  annual  stipends,  similar  to  those 
of  corresponding  ranks  in  the  army.    The  orphan  sons 


of  officers,  who  have  not  left  their  families  in  pecuniary 
difficulties,  are  admitted  into  this  class  on  paying  the 
stipends  required  of  officers  of  the  rank  held  by  their 
parents  at  the  time  of  their  decease. 

"  Thirdly.  The  sons  of  noblemen  and  private 
gentlemen  who  pay  a  yearly  sum  equivalent  to  the 
expenses  of  their  education,  board,  and  clothing, 
according  to  a  rate  regulated  from  time  to  time  by 
the  commissioners." 

Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the 
regulations  of  a  Government  which,  with  all 
its  wealth  and  power,  is,  from  its  structure  and 
practice,  groaning  under  the  accumulated  weight 
of  pensions,  sinecures,  and  gratuities,  and  yet 
you  observe  that  only  one  class,  "  the  sons  of 
officers  of  all  ranks,  whether  of  the  land  or  sea 
forces,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  leaving 
their  families  in  pecuniary  distress,"  are  edu- 
cated gratuitously. 

I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  hut  I  hold  it  up 
in  contrast  with  your  own  principles  and  prac- 
tice. 

If  the  patience  of  the  committee  would  war- 
rapt  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  show,  by  refer- 
ence to  executive  communications,  and  the  con- 
current legislation  of  Congress  in  1794,  1796, 
1802,  and  1808,  that,  prior  to  the  last-mention- 
ed date,  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neither  recommended  nor  contemplated. 
Upon  this  point  I  will  not  detain  you  longer ; 
but  when  hereafter  confronted  by  the  authority 
of  great  names,  I  trust  we  shall  be  told  where 
the  expressions  of  approbation  are  to  be  found. 
We  may  then  judge  of  their  applicability  to  the 
Military  Academy  as  at  present  organized. 

I  am  far  from  desiring  to  see  this  country 
destitute  of  a  Military  Academy ;  but  I  would 
have  it  a  school  of  practice,  and  instructi6n, 
for  officers  actually  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States :  not  an  institution  for  educating,  gratu- 
itously, young  gentlemen,  who,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  their  term,  or  after  a  few  months'  leave 
of  absence,  resign  their  commissions  and  return 
to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

If  any  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  your  present  system,  I  refer  him 
to  the  annual  list  of  resignations,  to  be  found 
in  the  adjutant  general's  office. 

rirmly  as  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  a  reorganization,  I  would  take  no  step  to 
create  an  unjust  prejudice  against  the  institu- 
tion. All  that  I  ask,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  all 
that  any  of  the  opponents  of  the  institution  ask, 
is,  that  after  a  full  and  impartial  investigation, 
it  shall  stand  or  faU  upon  its  merits.  I  know 
there  are  graduates  of  the  institution  who  are 
ornaments  to  the  army,  and  an  honor  to  their 
country ;  but  they,  and  not  the  seminary,  are 
entitled  to  the  credit.  Here  I  would  remark, 
once  for  aU,  that  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
officers  or  pupils  of  the  Academy ;  it  is  to  the 
principles  of  the  institution  itself,  as  at  present 
organized,  that  I  object.  It  is  often  said  that 
the  graduates  leave  the  institution  with  senti- 
ments that  but  iU  accord  with  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that 
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Government  from  which  they  derive  the  means 
of  education,  and  that  many  who  take  commis- 
sions possess  few  qualiiications  for  the  command 
of  men,  either  in  war  or  in  peace.  Most  of  the 
members  of  this  House  have  had  more  or  less 
intercourse  with  these  young  gentlemen,  and  I 
leave  it  for  each  individual  to  form  his  own 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  charges. 
Thus  much  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  I  believe 
that  these  and  greater  evils,  are  the  natural,  if 
not  inevitable,  result  of  the  principles  in  whioh 
this  institution  is  founded ;  and  any  system  of 
education,  established  upon  similar  principles, 
on  Government  patronage  alone,  will  produce 
like  results,  now  and  forever.  Sir,  what  are 
some  of  these  results  ?  By  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  "War,  dated  January,  1831,  we  are 
informed  that,  "  by  an  estimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (preceding  that  date,)  it  appears  that  the 
supply  of  the  army  from  the  corps  of  graduated 
cadets  has  averaged  about  twenty-two  annual- 
ly, while  those  who  graduated  are  about  forty, 
making  in  each  year  an  excess  of  eighteen. 
The  number  received  annually  into  the  Acade- 
my averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit :  forty,  pass  through  the 
prescribed  course  of  education  at  schools,  and 
become  supernumerary  lieutenants  in  the  ar- 
my." By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  "War, 
December,  1830,  we  are  informed  that  "the 
number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this 
corps  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about 
twenty-two  annually,  while  the  number  of  grad- 
uates has  been  at  an  average  of  forty.  This 
excess,  whioh  is  annually  increasing,  has  placed 
eighty-seven  in  waiting  until  vacancies  shall 
take  place ;  and  shows  that,  in  the  next  year, 
probably,  and  in  the  succeeding  one,  certainly, 
there  will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  exist- 
ing law  authorizes  to  be  commissioned.  .There 
wiU  then  be  one  hundred  and  six  supernume- 
rary brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to 
the  army,  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  $80,- 
000."  Sir,  that  results  here  disclosed  were  not 
anticipated  by  Mr.  Madison,  is  apparent  from  a 
recurrence  to  his  messages  of  1810  and  1811. 

In  passing  the  law  of  1812  ,both  Congress  and 
the  President  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
expected  those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act 
in  a  similar  manner.  Their  feelings  of  patriot- 
ism and  resentment  were  aroused,  by  beholding 
the  privileges  of  freemen  wantonly  invaded, 
our  glorious  stars  and  stripes  disregarded,  and 
netional  and  individual  rights  trampled  in  the 
dust.  The  war  was  pending.  The  necessity 
for  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country 
was  obvious  and  pressing,  and  the  urgent  occa- 
sion for  increased  facilities  for  military  instruc- 
tion equally  apparent. 

Sir,  it  was  under  circumstances  like  these, 
when  we  had  not  only  enemies  abroad,  but  I 
blush  to  say,  enemies  at  home,  that  the  institu- 
tion, as  at  present  organized,  had  its  origin.  It 
will  hardly  be  pretended  that  it  was  the  origi- 
nal design  of  the  law  to  augment  the  number 


of  persons  instructed  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
public  service. 

Well,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  shows  that, 
for  five  years  prior  to  1831,  the  Academy  had 
furnished  eighteen  supernumeraries  annually. 
A  practical  operation  of  this  character  has  no 
sanction  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. The  report  demonstrates,  further,  the 
fruitfulness  and  utility  of  this  institution,  by 
showing  the  fact,  that  but  two-fifths  of  those 
who  enter  the  Academy  graduate,  and  that  but 
a  fraction  more  than  one-fifth  enter  the  public 
service. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administration  of 
the  Academy ;  it  is  not  the  fault  of  young  gen- 
tlemen who  are  sent  there ;  on  your  present 
peace  establishment  there  can  be  but  little  to 
stimulate  them,  particularly  in  the  acquisition 
of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  hut 
one  object  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  and  that 
would  be  to  obtain  an  education  for  the  piu-- 
poses  of  civil  life.  The  difficulty  is,  that  the 
institution  has  outlived  both  the  occasion  that 
called  it  into  existence  and  its  original  design. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  the  Academy 
was  manifestly  enlarged  to  correspond  with  the 
army  and  militia  actually  to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice. Look,  then,  for  a  moment,  at  facts,  and 
observe  with  how  much  wisdom,  justice,  and 
sound  policy,  you  retain  the  provisions-of  the 
law  of  1812.  The  total  authorized  force  of 
1813,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  was  58,254 ; 
and  in  October,  1814,  the  military  establish- 
ment amounted  to  62,428.  By  the  act  of  March, 
1815,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited  to 
10,000,  and  now  hardly  exceeds  that  number. 
Thus  you  make  a  reduction  of  more  than 
50,000  in  your  actual  military  force,  to  accom- 
modate the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its 
wants.  And  why  do  you  refuse  to  do  the  same 
with  your  grand  system  of  public  education  ? 
"Why  does  that  remain  unchanged  ?  "Why  not 
reduce  it  at  once,  at  least  to  the  actual  wants 
of  the  service,  and  dispense  with  your  corps  of 
supernumerary  lieutenants  ?  Sir,  there  is,  there 
can  be,  but  one  answer  to  the  question,  and 
that  may  be  found  in  the  war  report  of  1819, 
to  which  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allude. 
The  Secretary  says,  "  the  cadet  who  cannot  be 
provided  for  in  the  army  will  return  to  private 
life ;  but  in  the  event  of  a  war  their  knowl- 
edge will  not  be  lost  to  the  country." 

Indeed,  sir,  these  young  gentlemen,  if  they 
could  be  induced  to  take  the  field,  would,  after 
a  lapse  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  come  up  from 
the  bar,  or  it  may  be  the  pulpit,  fresh  in  mili- 
tary science,  and  admirably  qualified  for  com- 
mand in  the  face  of  an  enemy ! 

The  magazine  of  facts,  to  prove  at  the  same 
glance  the  extravagance  and  unfruitfulness  of 
this  institution,  is  not  easily  exhausted ;  but  I 
am  admonished  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to 
omit  many  considerations  which  I  regard  as 
both  interesting  and  important.  I  will  only 
detain  the  committee  to  make  a  single  state- 
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ment,  placing  side  by  side  some  aggregate  re- 
sults. There  has  already  been  expended  upon 
the  institution  more  than  three  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Between  1815  and 
1821,  thirteen  hundred  and  eighteen  students 
were  admitted  into  the  Academy ;  and  of  all 
the  cadets  who  were  ever  there,  only  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-flve  remained  in  the  service  at 
the  end  of  1830.  Here  are  the  expenses  you 
have  incurred,  and  the  products  you  have 
realized. 

I  leave  them  to  be  balanced  by  the  people. 
But,  for  myself,  believing  as  I  do  that  the  Acad- 
emy stands  forth  as  an  anomaly  among  the 
institutions  of  this  country ;  that  it  is  at  va- 
riance with  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the 
constitution  under  which  we  live ;  so  long  as 
this  House  shall  deny  investigation  into  its 
principles  and  practical  operation,  I,  as  an  in- 
dividual member,  will  refuse  to  anpropriate  the 
first  dollar  for  its  support. 

Mr.  Oambeelei^g  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  "bill  for  the  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities,"  and  lay  the  one  under 
consideration  aside. 

Mr.  Beiggs  objected  to  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  Mr.  Pieeob  concluded  his  remarks. 

The.  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
the  above  bills  to  the  House,  when  the  amend- 
ments to  both  were  se'^raUy  concurred  in,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Death  of  Ex-President  Madison. 
Mr.  Patton,  from  the  select  committee,  made 
the  following  report : 

"  The  President  of  the  TTnited  States  having  com- 
municated to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  illustrious 
and  beloved  fellow-citizen,  James  Madison,  of  Vir- 
ginia, late  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
two  Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  which  this 
distressing  event  must  produce : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  shrouded  in  black  during  the  present 
session;  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
members  and  officers  of  both  Houses,  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm, 
as  mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the 
profound  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for 
her  person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere  con- 
dolence on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence." 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  concurred 
in  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Beiqos, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  July  4. 
Texas  Independence. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  a  report  in  relation 
to  the  affairs  of  Texas,  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  r 

"  I.  Resolved,  That  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States, 
whenever  satisfactory  information  has  been  received 
that  it  has  in  successful  operation  a  civil  Govern- 
ment, capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  fulfilling 
the  obligations  of  an  independent  power. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives 
perceive  with  satisfaction  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  adopted  measures  to  ascertain 
the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of  Texas." 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  re- 
solutions on  the  table.  Negatived — yeas  40, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  Peyton  demanded  the  previous  question 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  thought  it 
not  necessary,  and  he  therefore  begged  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Peyton  refused,  on  the  groimd  that 
there  was  no  time  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
80,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Haedin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adams  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  was — yeas  128,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Ash,  BeU,Bockee,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Boyd,  Bunch,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cushing,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dunlap, 
Forester,  French,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Gar- 
land, R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Griffin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hopliins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  Mau- 
ry, May,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Touoey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams— 128. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Clark,  Crane,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hazeltine,  Jarvis, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Vinton— 20. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  and  was — yeas  113,  nays  23. 

Adjournment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Johitsoij',  the  House 
tools  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  the  usual  message,  and  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  House  was  ordered  to 
consist  of  two. 


Discharge  of  Committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Haedht,  all  the  committees 
of  the  House  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  such  subjects  as  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them  and  had  not  been  acted  on. 

Mr.  E.  M.  JoHirsoir,  from  the  select  joint 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  made  the  usual  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Paekee,  at  2  o'clock, 

The  House  adjourned,  sine  die. 
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TWENTY-FOUHTH  COIGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


PEOCEEDmGS  m  THE  SENATE. 


Monday,  DecemDer  5,  1836. 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  Vice  Peesident  took  the  chair,  and  the 
following  Senators  appeared  in'  their  seats, 
viz. : 

Mr.  Etjggles,  from  Maine ;  Messrs.  Httbbaed 
and  Page,  from  New  Hampshire  ;  Messrs.  Pken"- 
Tiss  and  Swift,  from  Vermont;  Mr.  Davis, 
from  Massachusetts ;  Messrs.  Knight  and  Eob- 
BiNS,  from  Rhode  Island ;  Messrs.  Niles  and 
ToMLiNSON,  from  Connecticut;  Mr.  "Weight, 
from  New  York ;  Messrs.  Southaed  and 
"Wall,  from  New  Jersey ;  Messrs.  Buoiiauam' 
and  MoKbait,  from  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Bataed, 
from  Delaware ;  Mr.  Kent,  from  Maryland ; 
Mr.  EivES,  from  Virginia;  Mr.  King,  from 
Georgia;  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Moekis,  from 
Ohio ;  Messrs.  Clay  and  Ceittendbn,  firom 
Kentucky;  Messrs.  Geundt  and  "White,  from 
Tennessee ;  Messrs.  Eendeicks  and  Tipton, 
from  Indiana;  Messrs.  Eobinson  and  Ewnsro, 
from  Illinois;  Messrs.  King  and  Mooee,  from 
Alabama ;  Mr.  "Waleee,  from  Mississippi ; 
Messrs.  Benton  and  Lynn,  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  credentials  of 
Messrs.  Pulton  and  Seviee,  Senators  elect  from 
the  new  State  of  Arkansas,  and  they  were  quali- 
fied and  took  their  seats. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Benton,  and  adopted : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the  constitution  re- 
quires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  three  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  3. 
Each  of  the  Senatars  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
shall  draw  out  one  paper.  Number  1,  if  drawn, 
shall  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  in  the  class 
of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  the 
8d  day  of  March,  183'7  ;  number  2  in  the  class 
whose  term  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839  ; 
and  number  3  in  the  class  whose  term  will  exijire 
the  8d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  accordingly  so  determined,  by  lot, 


that  Mr.  Settee's  term  should  expire  in  1837, 
and  Mr.  Pulton's  in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundy,  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  are  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive 
from  him  such  communication  as  he  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

Messrs.  Geundy  and  Swift  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  members  of  said  committee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Chaie  presented  the  following  letter  of 
resignation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  : 
"Washington,  December  6,  1836. 

Sir  ;  I  herewith  resign  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  so  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Senate,  and  enjoyed  such  continued  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  its  members,  it  is  with  feelings  of 
deep  and  painful  sensibility  I  now  separate  from 
them ;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  increased, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I  have 
received  from  yourself,  as  the  presiding  oiEcer  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbroken  con- 
fidence and  friendship  which  have  for  so  many 
years  subsisted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or 
change  of  circumstances  will  ever  efface  from  my 
mind  the  recollections  growing  out  of  these  associ- 
ations ;  and  I  shall  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  of  that  of  every 
member  of  the  Senate. 

"WALTER  LO"WKIE. 

Hon.  Martin  Tan  Buren, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States 

and  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate  per- 
form the  duties  of  Secretary  tiU  a  Secretary  shall 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Maohen  accordingly  took  the  usual  req- 
uisite oath. 


Tuesday,  December  6. 
The  annual  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read  by  the 
acting  Secretary : 
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Fellow-citizens  of  the  Seriate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

Addressing  to  you  the  last  annual  Message  I  shall 
ever  present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  a  source  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the  high  state  of 
prosperity  which  our  beloved  country  has  attained. 
"With  no  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence with  which  we  look  to  the  future  for  continu- 
ing proofs  of  the  capacity  of  our  free  institutions  to 
produce  all  the  fruits  of  good  government,  the  general 
condition  of  our  affairs  may  well  excite  our  national 
pride. 

I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  you,  and  my  country 
particularly,  on  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  during 
my  administration  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  conformity  with  the  sincere,  constant,  and  earnest 
desire  of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish 
cordial  relations  with  all  foreign  powers.  Our  grati- 
tude is  due  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
and  I  invite  you  to  unite  with  me  in  offering  to  him 
fervent  supplication,  that  his  providential  care  may 
ever  be  extended  to  those  who  follow  us,  enabling 
them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war, 
consistently  with  a  just  and  indispensable  regard  to 
the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country.  But,  although 
the  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs,  standing 
without  important  change  as  they  did  when  you  sepa- 
rated in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme,  I  regret 
to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  interesting  char- 
acter, at  issue  with  other  powers,  are  yet  unadjusted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
north-eastern  boundary.  With  an  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  to  adjust  that  question,  I  am  not  yet  in 
possession  of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it  pro- 
poses a  satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  France,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been 
resumed,  and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the 
disposition  of  both  Governments  to  preserve  a  mu- 
tually beneficial  intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable 
feelings  which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true 
interest  of  the  two  countries.  With  Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  Naples,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  best  un- 
derstanding exists,  and  our  commercial  intercourse  is 
gradually  expanding  itself  with  them.  It  is  encour- 
aged in  all  these  countries,  except  Naples,  by  their 
mutually  advantageous  and  liberal  treaty  stipulations 
with  us. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted 
to  be  just,  but  provision  for  the  payment  of  them  has 
been  unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political 
changes  in  that  kingdom. 

The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  secured  by 
Spain.  Our  connections  with  that  country  are  on  the 
best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still 
imposed  upon  our  commerce  with  her  possessions 
out  of  Europe. 

The  claims  of  American  citizens  for  losses  sustained 
at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Governments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will 
be  pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settlement. 

With  Brazil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  conti- 
nent, we  continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and 
concord,  extending  our  commerce  with  them  as  far  as 
the  r|pourcea  of  the  people  and  the  policy  of  their 
Governments  will  permit.  The  just  and  long-stand- 
ing claims  of  our  citizens  upon  some  of  them  are 
yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  No 
danger  is  apprehended,  however,  that  they  will  not  be 
peacefully,  although  tardily,  acknowledged  and  paid 


by  all,  unless  the  irritating  effect  of  her  struggle  with 
Texas  should  unfortunately  make  our  immediate 
neighbor,  Mexico,  au  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  communicated  at  your 
last  session,  that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
struggle  is  regulated  by  the  same  principles  that 
governed  us  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
herself;  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  found,  on  the  most 
severe  sprutiny,  that  our  acts  have  strictly  corre- 
sponded with  our  professions.  That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  should  feel  strong  prepossessions 
for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  this  cir- 
cumstance should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  caution, 
lest  it  lead  us  into  the  great  error  of  suffering  public 
policy  to  be  regulated  by  partiality  or  prejudice ;  and 
there  are  considerations  connected  with  the  possible 
result  of  this  contest  between  the  two  parties  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance  to  the  United  States, 
that  our  character  requires  that  we  should  neither 
anticipate  events,  nor  attempt  to  control  them.  The 
known  desire  of  the  Texans  to  become  a  part  of  our 
system,  although  its  gratification  depends  upon  the 
reconcilement  of  various  and  conflicting  interests, 
necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  uncertain  in  itself,  is 
calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to  misconstruction 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  There  are  already  those 
who,  indifferent  to  principle  themselves,  and  prone 
to  suspect  the  want  of  it  in  others,  charge  ns  with 
ambitious  designs  and  insidious  policy.  Tou  will 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the 
extraordinary  mission  from  Mexico  has  been  termi- 
nated, on  the  sole  grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this 
Government  to  itself  and  to  Mexico,  under  treaty 
stipulations,  have  compelled  me  to  trust  a  discre- 
tionary authority  to  a  high  officer  of  our  army,  to 
advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part  of  Texas,  if 
necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  neighboring 
frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Mexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  his  country  will  be  wounded  by  American 
soldiers  entering,  with  the  most  amicable  avowed  pur- 
poses, upon  ground  from  which  the  followers  of  his 
Government  have  been  expelled,  and  over  which 
there  is  at  present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  effort  on 
its  part  being  made  to  re-establish  its  dominion.  The 
departure  of  this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as 
hewaa  apprised  that  the  sufficiency  of  the  causes 
assigned  for  the  advance  of  our  troops  by  the  com- 
manding general  had  been  seriously  doubted  by  me, 
and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  their  commander  having 
had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
information  upon  which  they  had  been  marched  to 
Nacogdoches,  would  be  either  there  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in  his 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexi- 
can minister  himself,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings  their  com- 
manding officer  had  received  from  the  Department 
of  War.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  his  Govern- 
ment will  tal^e  a  more  dispassionate  and  just  view  of 
this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe  a  meas- 
ure of  justifiable  precaution,  made  necessary  by  its 
known  inability  in  execution  of  the  stipulations  of 
our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  frontier,  into  an  eucroadi- 
ment  upon  its  rights  or  stain  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  in- 
justice, made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens,  are  disregarded, 
and  now  causes  of  dissatisfaction  have  arisen  some 
of  them  of  a  character  requiring  prompt  remonstrance, 
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and  ample  and  immediate  redress.  I  trust,  however, 
by  tempering  firmness  with  courtesy,  and  acting  with 
great  forbearance  upon  every  incident  that  has  occur- 
red, or  that  may  happen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice, 
and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  this 
subject  tjthe  view  of  Congress. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  no  provision  has 
b.een  made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Mexico  for 
tracing  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  countries. 
Whatever  may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon 
being  able  to  execute  the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  be,  in  anticipation,  prepared  at 
all  times  to  perform  our  obligations,  without  regard 
to  the  probable  condition  of  those  with  whom  we 
have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared 
Texan  Government,  will  be  communicated  to  you  in 
the  course  of  the  session. 

Commercial  treaties,  promising  great  advantages 
to  our  enterprising  merchants  and  navigators,  have 
been  formed  with  the  distant  Governments  of  Muscat 
and  Siam.  The  ratifications  have  been  exchanged, 
but  have  not  reached  the  Department  of  State. 
Copies  of  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  if 
received  before,  or  published,  if  arriving  after,  the 
close  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
standing that  has  long  existed  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  is  gradually  grow- 
ing up  in  our  intercourse  with  the  dominions  of  the 
Government  of  the  distinguished  chief  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire. 

Information  has  been  received  at  the  Department 
of  State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
has  just  been  negotiated,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  time  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  session. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  financial  means  of  the 
country  continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement 
in  all  other  respects.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  present  year  will  amount  to  about 
$47,691,898  ;  those  from  customs  being  estimated 
at  $22,523,151 ;  those  from  lands  at  about  $24,000,- 
000 ;  and  the  residue  from  miscellaneous  sources. 
The  expenditures  for  all  objects  during  the  year  are 
estimated  not  to  exceed  $32,000,000,  which  will  leave 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes,  on  the 
Istdayof  January  next,  of  about  $41,723,959.  This 
sum,  with  the  exception  of  five  millions,  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  States,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  regulating  the  deposits  of  the 
public  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  are  estimated  at  $14,636,- 
062,  exceeding  by  $9,636,062,  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  subject  to  the  draft  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  after  the  contem- 
plated transfers  to  the  several  States  are  made.  If, 
therefore,  the  future  receipts  should  not  be  sufficient 
to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future  appropriations, 
there  may  be  soon  a  necessity  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
funds  deposited  with  the  States. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  the  deposit 
act  of  the  last  session  received  a  reluctant  approval, 
have  been  measurably  realized.  Though  an  act  merely 
for  the  deposit  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  treasuries  for  safe-keeping,  until 
they  may  be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  General 
Government,  it  has  been  extensively  spoken  of  as  an 


act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and  they 
have  been  advised  to  use  it  as  a  gift,  without  regard 
to  the  means  of  refunding  it  when  called  for.  Such 
a  suggestion  has  doubtless  been  made  without  a  duo 
consideration  of  the  obligation  of  the  deposit  act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  various  prin- 
ciples and  interests  which  are  affected  by  it.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction  such  a 
suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands,  the  States  have 
no  more  authority  to  receive  and  use  these  deposits, 
without  intending  to  return  them,  than  any  deposit 
bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  charged  with  the 
safe-keeping  or  application  of  the  public  money  would 
now  have  for  converting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the 
Goverimient.  But  independently  of  the  violation  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  involved 
in  this  suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  present  deposit  act,  it  is  believed  that  the 
considerations  which  should  govern  the  future  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  conclu- 
sive against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  recognizing 
the  principles  on  wliich  the  suggestion  has  been  made. 

Considering  the  intimate  connection  of  the  subject 
with  the  financial  interests  of  the  country,  and  its 
great  importance  in  whatever  aspect  it  can  be  viewed, 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  reflection, 
and  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  Congress  such 
thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  their  delibera- 
tion in  treating  it  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
conduce  to  the  common  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us  to 
hasten  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt ;  but 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  congratulated  each 
other  upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil,  if  we  do 
not  guard  against  the  equally  great  one  of  promoting 
the  unnecessary  accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No 
political  maxim  is  better  estabUshed  than  that  which 
tells  us  that  an  improvident  expenditure  of  money  is 
the  parent  of  profligacy,  and  that  no  people  can  hope 
to  perpetuate  their  liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a 
poUey  which  taxes  them  for  objects  not  necessary  to 
the  legitimate  and  real  wants  of  their  Government. 
Flattering  as  is  the  condition  of  our  country  at  the 
present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled  advance 
in  all  the  steps  of  social  and  political  improvement, 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  there  is  a  lurking  danger 
already  apparent  in  the  neglect  of  this  warning  truth, 
and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  be  employed  in  devising  some 
more  appropriate  remedy  than  now  exists,  to  avert  it. 

Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ;  and  it  has 
become  our  duty  to  decide  whether  such  a  result  be 
consistent  with  the  true  objects  of  our  Government. 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  against  the 
genius  of  our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults 
the  treasure  of  the  nation.  To  take  from  the  people 
the  right  of  bearing  arms,  and  put  their  weapons  of 
defence  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  army,  would  be 
scarcely  more  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  than  to 
permit  the  Government  to  accumulate  immense 
amounts  of  treasure  beyond  the  supplies  necessary 
to  its  legitimate  wants.  Such  a  treasure  would 
doubtless  be  employed  at  some  time,  as  it  has  been 
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in  other  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  ambi- 
tion. 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribution  to  the  States, 
would  seem  to  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dangerous 
as  the  proposition  to  retain  it  in  the  Treasury.  The 
shortest  reflection  must  satisfy  every  one  that,  to 
require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government 
merely  that  they  may  be  paid  back  again,  is  sporting 
■with  the  substantial  interests  of  the  country,  and  no 
system  which  produces  such  a  result  can  be  expected 
to  receive  the  public  countenance.  Nothing  could 
be  gained  by  it,  even  if  each  individual  who  contrib- 
uted a  portion  of  the  tax  could  receive  back  promptly 
the  same  portion.  But,  it  is  apparent,  that  no  system 
of  the  kind  can  ever  be  enforced,  which  will  not 
absorb  a  considerable  portion  of  the  money  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  salaries  and  commissions  to  the  agents  em- 
ployed in  the  process,  and  in  the  various  losses  and 
depreciations  which  arise  from  other  causes ;  and  the 
practical  effect  of  such  an  attempt  must  ever  be  to 
burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  purposes  bene- 
ficial to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  deposit 
banks,  and  support  a  band  of  useless  public  officers. 

A  distribution  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and 
unjust  in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one 
man's  property,  and  giving  it  to  another.  Such 
would  be  the  unavoidable  result  of  a  rule  of  equality, 
(and  none  otter  is  spoken  of,  or  would  be  likely  to  be 
adopted,)  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the 
amount  of  the  individual  contributions  of  our  citizens 
to  the  public  revenue  can  be  ascertained.  We  know 
that  they  contribute  unequally ;  and  a  rule,  therefore, 
that  would  distribute  to  them  equally,  would  be  liable 
to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the  principle  of 
an  equal  division  of  property.  To  make  the  General 
Government  the  instrument  of  carrying  this  odious 
principle  into  eifect,  would  be  at  once  to  destroy  the 
means  of  its  usefulness  and  change  the  character  de- 
signed for  it  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution. 

But  the  more  extended  and  injurious  consequences 
likely  to  result  from  a  policy  which  would  collect  a 
surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it, 
may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the 
effects  already  produced  by  the  present  deposit  act. 
This  act,  although  certainly  designed  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free 
in  its  tendencies  from  any  of  the  objections  which 
apply  to  this  principle  of  distribution.  The  Govern- 
ment had,  without  necessity,  received  from  the  people 
a  large  surplus,  which,  instead  of  being  employed  as 
heretofore,  and  returned  to  them  by  means  of  the 
public  expenditure,  was  deposited  with  sundry  banks. 
The  banks  proceeded  to  make  loans  upon  this  surplus, 
and  thus  converted  it  into  banking  capital ;  and  in 
this  manner  it  has  tended  to  multiply  bank  charters, 
and  has  had  a  great  agency  in  producing  a  spirit  of 
wild  speculation.  The  possession  and  use  of  the  prop- 
erty out  of  which  this  surplus  was  created  belonged 
to  the  people ;  but  the  Government  has  transferred 
its  possession  to  incorporated  banks,  whose  interest 
and  effort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show  its  injustice 
and  bad  policy. 

And  the  same  observations  apply  to  the  influence 
which  is  produced  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  About  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  city 
of  New  Tork ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  means  to  pay 
those  duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Union.  Every  citizen  in  every  State,  who  purchases 
and  consumes  an  article  which  has  paid  a  duty  at  that 


port,  contributes  to  the  accumulating  mass.  The  sur- 
plus collected  there,  must,  therefore,  be  made  up  of 
moneys  or  property  withdrawn  from  other  points  and 
other  States.  Thus  the  wealth  and  business  of  every 
region  from  which  these  surplus  funds  proceed,  must 
be  to  some  extent  injured,  while  that  of^^he  place 
where  the  funds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed 
in  banking  are  proportionably  extended.  But  both 
in  making  the  transfer  of  the  funds  which  are  first 
necessary  to  pay  the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus, 
and  in  making  the  re-transfer  which  becomes  necessary 
when  the  time  arrives  for  the  distribution  of  that 
surplus,  there  is  a  considerable  period  when  the  funds 
cannot  be  brought  into  use ;  and  it  is  manifest  that, 
besides  the  loss  inevitable  from  such  an  operation, 
its  tendencies  is  to  produce  fluctuations  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  which  are  always  productive  of 
speculation,  and  detrimental  to  the  interests,  of  regu- 
lar trade.  Argument  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to 
show  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ought  not  to 
receive  further  legislative  encouragement. 

By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  the  ratio 
for  distribution  adopted  in  the  deposit  biU  of  the 
last  session,  we  shall  discover  other  features  that  ap- 
pear equally  objectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed,  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  States  have  been  collected  and  belong 
to  them  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population — an  assumption  founded  upon  the  fact 
that  any  deficiencies  in  our  future  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  public  lands  must  be  made  up  by  direct  taxes 
collected  from  the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed 
to  distribute  the  surplus,  say  $30,000,000,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  in  which  it  has  been  collected  and 
belongs  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  in  that  of 
their  votes  in  the  colleges  of  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President.  The  effect  of  a  distribution  of 
that  ratio  is  shown  by  the  annexed  table,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  will  be  perceiv- 
ed that  in  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  ^30,000,000 
upon  that  basis,  there  is  a  great  departure  from  the 
principle  which  regards  representation  as  the  true 
measure  of  taxation ;  and  it  wiU  be  found  that  the 
tendency  of  that  departure  wiU  be  to  increase  what- 
ever inequalities  have  been  supposed  to  attend  the 
operation  of  our  federal  system  in  respect  to  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  different  interests  of  the  Union.  In 
making  the  basis  of  representation  the  basis  of  taxa- 
tion, the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to 
equalize  the  burdens  which  are  necessary  to  support 
the  Government;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  accomplished  this  object,  was  also  the  means 
of  adjusting  other  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  con- 
flicting views  respecting  the  political  equality  of  the 
various  members  of  the  confederacy.  Whatever, 
therefore  disturbs  the  hberal  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mises which  established  a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and 
equitable,  and  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  so 
well  adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people, 
should  be  received  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
distrust. 

A  bare  inspection,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the  dif- 
ferences produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  deposit 
act  compared  with  the  results  of  a  distribution  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy  every 
unprejudiced  mind  that  the  former  ratio  contravenes 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  produces  a  degree 
of  injustice  in  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  fatal  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating 
it.  By  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  for  example,  the 
State  of  Delaware,  in  the  collection  of  |30,000,000 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


49 


Decembee,  1836.] 


The  Presidents  Message. 


[Senate. 


of  revenue,  would  pay  into  the  treasury  ^ISSj'ZlB  ; 
and  in  the  distribution  of  |30,000,000  she  would  re- 
ceive back  from  the  Government,  according  to  the 
ratio  of  the  deposit  bill,  the  sum  of  $306,122  ;  and 
similar  results  would  follow  the  comparison  between 
the  small  and  the  large  States  throughout  the  Union ; 
thus  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advantage  which 
would  be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them  as  a  mo- 
tive for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  system 
which  would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  States. 
It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises  "  shall  "  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,"  to  make  the  burdens  of  taxation  fall  equally 
upon  the  people,  in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  they 
may  reside.  But  what  would  be  the  value  of  such  a 
uniform  rule,  if  the  moneys  raised  by  it  could  be  im- 
mediately returned  by  a  different  one,  which  will  give 
to  the  people  of  some  States  much  more,  and  to  those 
of  others  much  less,  than  their  fair  proportions  ? 
Were  the  Federal  Government  to  exempt,  in  express 
terms,  the  imports,  products,  and  manufactures  of 
some  portions  of  the  country  from  all  duties,  while 
it  imposed  heavy  ones  on  others,  the  injustice  could 
not  be  greater.  It  would  be  easy  to  show  how,  by 
the  operation  of  such  a  principle,  the  large  States  of 
the  Union  would  not  only  have  to  contribute  their 
just  share  towards  the  support  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  also  have  to  bear  in  some  degree  the 
taxes  necessary  to  support  the  Governments  of  their 
smaller  sisters ;  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
state  the  details  where  the  general  principle  is  so  ob- 
vious. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be 
supposed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  framers  of 
tlie  constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress 
the  taxing  power ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  mature 
examination  of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every  one 
that  there  are  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  opera- 
tion of  any  plan  which  can  be  devised,  of  collecting  the 
revenue,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it.  Congress 
is  only  authorized  to  levy  taxes  "  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.''''  There  is  no  such  provis- 
ion as  would  authorize  Congress  to  collect  together 
the  property  of  the  country,  under  the  name  of  rev- 
enue, for  the  purpose  of  dividing  it  equally  or  un- 
equally among  the  States  or  the  people.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  probable  that  such  an  idea  ever  occurred  to  the 
States  when  they  adopted  the  constitution.  But, 
however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe  rule  for  us,  in  inter- 
preting the  powers  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, is  to  regard  the  absence  of  express  authority 
to  touch  a  subject  so  important  and  delicate  as  this  is, 
as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  re- 
spect, as  the  constitution  now  stands,  there  are  consid- 
erations afforded,  by  recent  experience,  which  would 
seem  to  make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  resort  to  such  a 
system. 

All  will  admit  that  the  simplicity  and  economy  of 
the  State  Governments  mainly  depend  on  the  fact  that 
money  has  to  be  supplied  to  support  them  by  the 
same  men  or  their  agents  who  vote  it  away  in  appro- 
priations. Hence,  when  there  are  extravagant  and 
wasteful  appropriations,  there  must  be  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  taxes ;  and  the  people,  becoming 
awakened,  will  necessarily  scrutinize  the  character  of 
measures  which  thus  increase  their  burdens.  By  the 
watchful  eye  of  self-interest,  the  agents  of  the  people 
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in  the  State  Government  are  repressed,  and  kept 
within  the  limit  of  a  just  economy.  But  if  the  ne- 
cessity of  levying  the  taxes  be  taken  from  those  who 
make  the  appropriations,  and  thrown  upon  a  more 
distant  and  less  responsible  set  of  public  agents,  who 
have  power  to  approach  the  people  by  an  indirect  and 
stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  .prodigal- 
ity will  soon  supersede  those  characteristics  which 
have  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and 
confidence  to  the  State  Governments  as  the  mainstay 
of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State  Legislatures, 
instead  of  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expendi- 
tures to  the  smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  profusion,  and  harass  the  General  Government 
for  increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body 
of  men  far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  the 
farming  and  mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be  rep- 
resented. The  States  would  gradually  lose  their 
purity  as  well  as  their  independence ;  they  would  not 
dare  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Government,  lest  they  should  lose  their  supplies ;  all 
would  be  merged  in  a  practical  consolidation,  cement- 
ed by  wide-spread  corruption,  which  could  only  be 
eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revolutions  which 
occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  systems  of  the  old 
world. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I  have  been  able 
to  look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distribu- 
tion upon  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  can  see 
nothing  to  compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to  which 
I  have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  protective  du- 
ties, which  are,  in  a  great  degree,  the  source  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  beneficial  to  one  section  of  the 
Union  and  prejudicial  to  another,  there  is  no  correc- 
tive for  the  evil  in  such  a  plan  of  distribution.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  all  the  com- 
plaints which  have  sprung  from  this  cause  would  be 
aggravated.  Every  one  must  be  sensible  tRat  a 
distribution  of  the  surplus  must  beget  a  disposition 
to  cherish  the  means  which  create  it ;  and  any  system, 
therefore,  into  which  it  enters,  must  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  tariff. 
If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  of  such 
a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
the  Union,  the  reasons  already  so  urgently  calling  for 
a  reduction  of  the  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  lose 
none  of  their  force  ;  for  it  will  always  be  improbable 
that  an  intelligent  and  virtuous  community  can  con- 
sent to  raise  a  surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing 
it,  diminished  as  it  must  inevitably  be  by  the  ex- 
penses of  the  various  machinery  necessary  to  the 
process. 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  collect 
only  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  let  the  people  keep  the  balance  of 
their  property  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their 
own  profit.  Each  State  will  then  support  its  own 
Government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  General  Government.  There 
would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
sources of  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  the 
banks  would  be  left  to  their  ordinary  means.  What- 
ever agitations  and  fluctuations  might  arise  from  our 
unfortunate  paper  system,  they  could  never  be  attrib- 
uted, justly  or  unjustly,  to  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Government.  There  would  be  gome  guaranty  that 
the  spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks  to  convert 
the  surplus  revenue  into  banking  capital,  would  be 
effectually  checked,  and  that  the  scenes  of  demorali- 
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zation  which  are  now  so  prevalent  through  the  land 
Would  disappear. 

Without  desiring  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
and  observation  of  the  last  two  years  hare  operated 
a  partial  change  in  my  views  upon  this  interesting 
subject,  it  is,  nevertheless,  regretted  that  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829 
and  1830,  have  been  greatly  misunderstood.  At 
that  time,  the  great  struggle  was  begun  against  that 
latitudinarian  construction  of  the  constitution  which 
authorizes  the  unlimited  appropriations  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Union  to  internal  improvements  within 
the  States,  tending  to  invest  in  the  hands,  and  place 
under  the  control,  of  the  General  Government,  all 
the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country,  in  vio- 
lation of  State  rights,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
authority.  At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  the 
manfacturing  interest  was  such  as  to  create  an  appre- 
hension that  the  duties  on  imports  could  not,  without 
extensive  mischief,  be  reduced  in  season  ^o  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  a  considerable  surplus  after  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt.  In  view  of  the  dangers 
of  such  a  surplus,  and  in  preference  to  its  application 
to  internal  improvements,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  powers  of  the  States,  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  its  distri- 
bution was  made.  It  was  an  alternative  for  what 
were  deemed  greater  evils — a  temporary  resort  to 
relieve  an  over-burdened  treasury,  until  the  Govern- 
ment could,  without  a  sudden  and  destructive  revulsion 
in  the  business  of  the  country,  gradually  return  to 
the  just  principle  of  raising  no  more  revenue  from 
the  people,  in  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for  its  econom- 
ical support.  Even  that  alternative  was  not  spoken 
of  but  in  connection  with  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution. No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted  by  the  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  con- 
victicfli  that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary 
surplus  of  revenue  is  of  that  character,  that  it  was 
suggested  only  in  connection  with  an  appeal  to  the 
source  of  all  legal  power  in  the  General  Government, 
the  States  which  have  established  it.  No  such  appeal 
has  been  taken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue  by  Congress,  either  to  the  States 
or  the  people.  Is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  pro- 
hibitions of  the  constitution.  As  already  intimated, 
my  views  have  undergone  a  change,  so  far  as  to  be 
convinced  that  no  alteration  of  the  constitution,  in 
this  respect,  is  wise  or  expedient.  The  influence  of 
an  accumulating  surplus  upon  the  legislation  of  the 
General  Government  and  the  States,  its  effect  upon 
the  credit  system  of  the  country,  producing  danger- 
ous extensions  and  ruinous  contractions,  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation,  idleness, 
extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of  morals,  have 
taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any  transient 
mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction  of  our  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  treasury. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  sub- 
ject intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which 
gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  con- 
vention to  establish  a  currency  consisting  of  the 
precious  metals.  These,  from  their  peculiar  proper- 
ties, which  rendered  them  the  standard  of  value  in 
all  other  countries,  were  adopted  in  this,  as  well  to 
establish  its  commercial  standard,  in  reference  to 


foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to  exclude 
the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange,  such  as 
of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  recognized  by 
the  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts, 
or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper 
currency.  The  last,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils 
of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  Kevolution,  had 
become  so  justly  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  suggest 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  forbidding  the  emis- 
sion of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  but  also  to  pro- 
duce that  vote  in  the  convention  which  negatived 
the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Congress  to  char- 
ter corporations ;  a  proposition  well  understood  at 
the  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  the  establishment 
of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some 
extent  out  of  Government  stocks.  Although  this 
proposition  was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  con- 
vention, the  object  was  afterwards  in  effect  obtained, 
by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a  strained  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
Eevolution  were  funded,  at  prices  'which  formed 
no  equivalent,  compared  with  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  stock,  and  under  circumstances  which  ex- 
posed the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was 
well  understood  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  are  well  calculated  to  diminish  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  due  to  the 
action  of  the  Congress  which  created  the  institution. 

On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gold  should 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general 
currency.  A  value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold 
coins,  which  made  their  exportation  to  foreign  coun- 
tries as  a  mercantile  commodity,  more  profitable  < 
than  their  retention  and  use  at  home  as  money.  It 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  designed  by 
those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank  be- 
came, in  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  currency, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks 
incorporated  by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legisla- 
tive means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once 
the  system  which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has 
received  the  acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the 
country,  it  is  certainly  our  duty  to  do  all  that  is  con- 
sistent with  our  constitutional  obligations,  to  pre- 
vent the  mischiefs  which  are  threatened  by  its  un- 
due extension.  That  the  efforts  of  the  fathers  of 
our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a  constitu- 
tional provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject,  has  been  frequently  attested  by 
the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  same 
causes  which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  establishment  of  incorpora- 
tions for  banking  purposes,  now  exist  in  a  much 
stronger  degree  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance in  calling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  ex- 
ercise of  the  power ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
opportunity  of  effecting  this  great  good  will  be  im- 
proved before  the  country  witnesses  new  scenes  of 
embarrassment  and  distress. 
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Variableness  must  ever  be  the  cliaracterestio  of  a 
currency,  of  which  the  precious  metals  are  not  the 
chief  ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  con- 
tracted without  regard  to  the  principles  that  regulate 
the  value  of  those  metals  as  a  standard  in  the  general 
trade  of  the  world.  With  us,  bank  issues  constitute 
such  a  currency,  and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are 
made  dependent  on  those  just  proportions  of  gold 
and  silver,  as  a  circulating  medium,  which  experience 
has  proved  to  be  necessary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all 
other  commercial  countries.  Where  those  propor- 
tions are  not  infused  into  the  circulation,  and  do  not 
control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices  must  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and  the  value  and 
stability  of  property  must  stand  exposed  to  all  the 
uncertainty  which  attends  the  administration  of  in- 
stitutions that  are  constantly  liable  to  the  temptation 
of  an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  community 
in  which  they  are  established. 

The  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  depreci- 
ation of  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues,  is 
always  attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  classes. 
This  portion  of  the  community  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  to  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the 
money  market.  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  their 
useful  toils,  they  do  not  perceive  that,  although  their 
wages  are  nominally  the  same,  or  even  somewhat 
higher,  they  are  greatly  reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rapid 
increase  of  a  spurious  currency ;  which,  as  it  appears 
to  make  money  abound,  they  are  at  first  inclined  to 
consider  a  blessing.  It  is  not  so  with  the  speculator, 
by  whom  this  operation  is  better  understood,  and  is 
made  to  contribute  to  his  advantage.  It  is  not  until 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  become  so  dear 
that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their  wants 
out  of  their  wages,  that  the.  wages  rise  and  gradu- 
ally reach  a  justly  proportioned  rate  to  that  of  the 
products  of  their  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
ciation in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
circulation,  wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbi- 
tant, it  is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the 
adulterations  is  a  tariff  on  our  home  industry  for  the 
benefit  of  the  countries  where  gold  and  silver  circu- 
late and  maintain  uniformity  and  moderation  in 
prices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the  enhancement 
of  the  price  of  land  and  labor  produces  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  price  of  products,  until  these 
products  do  not  sustain  a  competition  with  similar 
ones  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both  manufactured 
and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear  exportation 
from  the  country  of  the  spurious  currency,  because 
they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  the  process  by 
which  specie  is  banished  by  the  paper  of  the  banks. 
Their  vaults  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  foreign 
commodities ;  the  next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie 
payment — a  total  degradation  of  paper  as  a  currency 
— unusual  depression  of  prices,  the  ruin  of  debtors, 
and  the  accumulation  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
creditors  and  cautious  capitalists. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  together  with  the 
dAngerous  power  wielded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that 
I  was  induced  to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  that  institution.  But  although  various  dangers 
to  our  republican  institutions  have  been  obviated  by  the 
failure  of  that  baink  to  extort  from  the  Government 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  is  obvious  that  little  has 
been  accomplished  except  a  salutary  change  of  public 
opinion,  towards  restoring  to  the  country  the  sound 
currency  provided  for  in  the  constitution.    In  the  acts 


of  several  of  the  States  prohibiting  the  circulation 
of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enactments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  forbidding  their  reception 
or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy  of  the 
country  has  been  advanced,  and  a  larger  portion  of 
the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulating 
medium.  These  measures  will  probably  be  followed 
up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State  laws, 
banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  still  higher 
denominations ;  and  the  object  may  be  materially 
promoted  by  further  acts  of  Congress,  forbidding  the 
employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impedunents  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver. 

The  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
over-issues  of  bank  paper  have  been  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  the 
returns  made  by  the  various  Registers  and  Receivers 
in  the  early  part  of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived 
that  the  receipts  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  were  increasing  to  an  unprecedented  amount. 
In  effect,  however,  these  receipts  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  credits  in  bank.  The  banks  let 
out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were  paid  to  the 
Receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the  banks,  to 
be  sent  out  again  and  again,  being  mere  instruments 
to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  valuable  public  land, 
and  pay  the  Government  by  a  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  some 
of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  deposits,  were 
already  greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each 
speculation  furnished  means  for  another ;  for  no 
sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  another 
for  a  like  purpose ;  and  the  banks  were  extending 
their  business  and  their  issues  so  largely,  as  to  alarm 
considerate  men,  and  render  it  doubtful  whether  these 
bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  accumulate,  would  ulti- 
mately be  of  the  least  value  to  the  Government.  The 
spirit  of  expansion  and  speculation  was  not  confined 
to  the  deposit  banks,  but  pervaded  the  whole  mul- 
titude of  banks  throughout  the  Union,  and  was 
giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the  evil. 

The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of 
the  people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  cheeked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  to 
adopt  all  legitimate  and  proper  means  to  produce 
that  salutary  effect.  Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I 
directed  the  issuing  of  the  order  which  will  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requiring 
payment  for  the  pubUc  lands  sold  to  be  made  in  spe- 
cie, with  an  exception  until  the  fifteenth  of  the 
present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settlers.  This 
measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  checked  the  career  of  the  Western  banks,  and 
gave  them  additional  strength  in  anticipation  of  the 
pressure  which  has,  since  pervaded  our  Eastern  as 
well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By  prevent- 
ing the  extension  of  the  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  of  the  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its 
progress  in  monopolizing  the  most  valuable  of  the 
public  lands.  It  has  tended  to  save  the  new  States 
from  a  non-resident  proprietorship,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  a  new  country, 
and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended 
to  keep  open  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emigrants, 
at  Government  prices,  instead  of  their  being  com- 
pelled to  purchase  of  speculators  at  double  or  treble 
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prices.  And  it  is  conveying  into  the  interior  large 
sums  in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  permanently 
into  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a 
firmer  foundation.-  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
the  country  -will  find,  in  the  motives  which  induced 
that  order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which  will 
have  ensued,  much  to  commend,  and  nothing  to  con- 
demn. 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  approve  the  policy 
which  dictated  this  order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  vari- 
ous bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  produced  by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lauds, 
except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of 
price,  and  to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to 
them.  Although  it  is  believed  the  General  Govern- 
ment never  ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  con- 
stitutional currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands, 
that  point  would  be  of  less  importance  if  the  lands 
were  sold  for  immediate  settlement  and  cultivation. 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a  mischief  arising  out  of 
our  present  land  system,  including  the  accumulating 
surplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be  remedied  at 
once  by  a  restriction  on  land  sales  to  actual  settlers ; 
and  it  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  which 
cannot  fail  to  receive  the  most  profound  consideration 
of  Congress. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations 
entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  State  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Govern- 
ment, at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
It  was  alleged  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  State  banks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  could 
not  make  the  transfers  required  by  the  Government, 
or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country. 
It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches, 
were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposit 
banks  for  an  equal  period  of  time  ;  and  if  a  compar- 
ison be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  institutions,  on  the  broader  basis 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  consider  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
still  more  favorable  to  the  deposit  banks. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1832,  was 
$16,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposit  banks  in  the  year  ending  the  first 
of  October  last,  was  $39,319,899  ;  the  amount  trans- 
ferred and  paid  beween  that  period  and  the  6th  No- 
vember, was  $5,899,000  ;  and  the  amount  of  trans- 
fer warrants  outstanding  on  that  day,  was  $14,450,- 
000  ;  making  an  aggregate  of  $59,168,894.  These 
enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have  been 
transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regular- 
ity ;  and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchanges  have  been 
negotiated  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  deposit  act 
were  generally  below  those  charged  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Independently  of  these  services, 
which  are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  branches,  a 
number  of  the  deposit  banks  have,  with  a  commend- 
able zeal  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  currency, 
imported  from  abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  large 
sums  of  the  precious  metals  for  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposits — a  step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent 


the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bank  itself  would  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  It  may  be  thus,  too,  in  some 
degree,  with  the  further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  authorities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous 
performance  of  their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the 
people  in  this  respect. 

In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those 
articles  which  constitute  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
duty  on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt 
continued  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  of 
the  war  debt.  There  is  no  article,  the  release  of 
which  from  taxation,  would  be  felt  so  generally  and 
so  beneficially.  To  this  may  be  added  all  kinds  of 
fuel  and  provisions.  Justice  and  benevolence  unite 
in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  of  our  cities  from 
burdens  which  are  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  our 
Government,  and  tend  only  to  increase  the  wants  of 
the  Restitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  made  no  payment 
on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in 
that  institution,  although  urged  to  pay  any  portion 
which  might  suit  its  convenience,  and  that  it  has 
given  no  information  when  payment  may  be  expected. 
Nor,  although  repeatedly  requested,  has  it  furnished 
the  information  in  relation  to  its  condition,  which 
Congress  authorized  the  Secretary  to  collect  at  their 
last  session.  Such  measures  as  are  within  the  power 
of  the  Executive  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  stock,  and  procure  the  payment  as  early 
as  possible. 

The  conduct  and  present  condition  of  that  bank, 
and  the  great  amount  of  capital  vested  in  it  by  the 
United  States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
charter  expired  on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and 
it  has  now  no  power  but  that  given  in  the  21st  sec- 
tion, "  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and 
liquidation  of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate, 
real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term  of  incorporation."  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter,  the  stockholders  of  the  bank 
obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the  United  States. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up  their  concerns, 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  old  bank  appear  to  have  transferred 
the  books,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  most  or  all 
of  its  property,  to  this  new  corporation,  which  entered 
upon  business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern. 
Amongst  other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the 
notes  of  the  expired  corporation  are  known  to  have  been 
used  as  its  own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That 
the  old  bank  had  no  right  to  issue  or  reissue  its  notes 
after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied ; 
and  that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  sub- 
stitute, any  more  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equally 
plain.  In  law  and  honesty,  the  notes  of  the  bank  in 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  should 
have  been  called  in  by  public  advertisement,  paid  up 
as  presented,  and,  together  with  those  on  hand,  can- 
celled and  destroyed.    Their  reissue  is  sanctioned  by 
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no  law,  and  warranted  by  no  necessity.  If  the  United 
States  be  responsible  in  their  stock  for  the  payment 
of  these  notes,  their  reissue  by  the  new  corporation, 
for  their  own  profit,  is  a  fraud  on  the  Government.  If 
the  United  States  is  not  responsible,  then  there  is  no 
legal  responsibility  in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on 
the  country.  They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a  dis- 
solved partnership,  but,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
retiring  partner,  and  without  his  consent,  are  again 
reissued  and  circulated. 

It  is  the  high  and  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  de- 
cide whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property 
now  held,  and  in  use  by  the  new  bank,  and  for  vindi- 
cating the  rights  of  the  Government,  and  compelling 
a  speedy  and  honest  settlement  with  all  the  creditors 
of  the  old  bank,  public  and  private,  or  whether  the 
subject  shall  be  left  to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Executive  and  Judiciary.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  persons,  who,  as  managers  of  the  old 
bank,  undertook  to  control  the  Government,  retained 
the  public  dividends,  shut  their  doors  upon  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and  filled  the 
country  with  panic  to  accomplish  their  own  sinister 
objects,  may  now,  as  managers  of  a  new  bank,  con- 
tinue with  impunity  to  flood  the  country  with  a  spurious 
currency ;  use  the  seven  millions  of  Government 
stock  for  their  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the  United 
States  all  information  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
their  own  property,  and  the  prospect  of  recovering 
it  into  their  own  possession. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  cannot  well  be  lost  upon  the  American  people. 
They  will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so  tremen- 
dous a  power  in  irresponsible  hands ;  and  it  will  be 
fortunate  if  they  seriously  consider  the  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  result  on  a  smaller  scale  from  the 
facility  with  which  corporate  powers  are  granted  by 
their  State  Governments. 

It  is  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  reg- 
ulating the  deposit  banks,  operates  onerously  and 
unjustly  upon  them  in  many  respects ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Congress,  on  proper  representation,  will  adopt 
the  modifications  which  are  necessary  to  prevent  this 
consequence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are 
herewith  laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  full  view 
of  the  diversified  and  important  operations  of  that 
Department  during  the  past  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  by  the 
aggressions  of  the  hostile  portions  of  the  Seminole 
and  Creek  tribes  of  Indians,  and  by  other  circum- 
stances, have  required  the  active  employment  of 
nearly  our  whole  regular  force,  including  the  marine 
corps,  and  of  large  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers. 
With  all  these  events,  so  far  as  they  were  known 
at  the  seat  of  Government  before  the  termination 
of  your  last  session,  you-  are  already  acquainted ; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  only  needful  in  this  place 
to  lay  before  you  a  brief  summary  of  what  has  since 
occurred. 

The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  during  the  summer, 
was,  on  our  part,  chiefly  conflned  to  the  protection 
of  our  frontier  settlements  from  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  as  a  necessary  and  important  means 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  end,  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  posts  previously  established.  In  the 
course  of  this  duty,  several  actions  took  place,  in 
which  the  bravery  and  discipline  of  both  officers 
and  men  were  conspicuously  displayed,  and  which 


I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice,  in  respect  to  the 
former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet  rank  for  gallant 
services  in  the  field.  But  as  the  force  of  the  Indians 
was  not  so  far  weakened  by  these  partial  successes 
as  to  lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  their  savage  inroads 
were  frequently  repeated,  early  measures  were  taken 
for  placing  at  the  disposal  of  Governor  Call,who,  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  territorial  militia,  had  been 
temporarily  invested  with  the  command,  an  ample 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  offensive  opera- 
tions, in  the  most  efficient  manner,  so  soon  as  the 
season  should  permit.  Major-General  Jesup  was 
also  directed,  on  the  conclusion  of  his  duties  in  the 
Creek  country,  to  repair  to  Florida,  and  assume  the 
command. 

The  result  of  the  first  movement  made  by  the 
forces  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Call,  in 
October  last,  as  detailed  in  the  accompanying  papers, 
excited  much  surprise  and  disappointment.  A  full 
explanation  has  been  required  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  failure  of  that  movement,  but  has  not  yet 
been  received.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  feared 
that  the  health  of  Governor  Call,  who  was  understood 
to  have  suffered  much  from  sickness,  might  not  be 
adequate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  Major-General  Jesup 
was  known  to  have  reached  Florida,  that  officer  was 
directed  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  prosecute 
all  needful  operations  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  disposal,  and  the 
dispositions  he  has  made,  and  is  instructed  to  make, 
and  from  the  very  efiicient  measures  which  it  is  since 
ascertained  have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  enemy  to  subjection.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  you  will  perceive  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
there  is  urgent  necessity  for  further  appropriations 
to  suppress  these  hostiUties. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostili- 
ties with  the  Creeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon 
after  your  adjournment,  without  that  effusion  of  blood 
which  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitable. 
The  unconditional  submission  of  the  hostile  party 
was  followed  by  their  speedy  removal  to  the  country 
assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  inquiry 
as  to  alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  those  Indians,  and  the  cause  of  their  hostili- 
ties, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  1st  of  July  last,  to  be  made 
by  the  President,  is  now  going  on,  through  the 
agency  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
Their  report  may  be  expected  during  your  present 
session. 

The  difficulties  apprehended  in  the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and 
safety  of  that  region  and  its  vicinity  eflectually 
secured  by  the  timely  measures  taken  by  the  War 
Department,  and  still  continued. 

The  discretionary  authority  given  to  General 
Graines  to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a  position 
as  far  west  as  Nacogdoches,  in  case  he  should  deem 
such  a  step  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  our  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  the  movement  sub- 
sequently made  by  that  officer,  have  been  alluded 
to  in  a  former  part  of  this  message.  At  the  date  of 
the  latest  intelligence  from  Nacogdoches  our  troops 
were  yet  at  that  station ;  but  the  officer  who  has 
succeeded  General  Gaines  has  recently  been  advised, 
that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any 
longer  maintaining  that  position ;  and  he  was  accord- 
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ingly  instructed,  in  case  the  troops  were  not  already 
withdrawn  under  the  discretionary  powers  before 
possessed  by  him,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions, 
unless  he  shall  then  have  in  his  possession  such  in- 
formation as  shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenaiice 
of  the  post  is  essential  to  the  protection  of  our 
frontiers,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  treaty 
stipulations,  as  previously  explained  to  him. 

Whilst  the  necessities  existing  during  the  present 
year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers,  have 
furnished  new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  they  have  also  strongly  illustrated  the 
importance  of  an  increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
regular  army.  The  views  of  this  subject,  submitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  report,  meet  my  entire 
concurrence,  and  are  earnestly  commended  to  the 
deliberate  attention  of  Congress.  In  this  connection, 
it  is  also  proper  to  remind  you,  that  the  defects  in 
our  present  militia  system  are  every  day  rendered 
more  apparent.  The  duty  of  making  further  provis- 
ion by  law,  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  so  repeatedly  repre- 
sented to  Congress  by  myself  and  my  predecessors, 
that  I  deem  it  sufficient,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to 
the  last  annual  message  and  to  former  Executive 
communications,  in  which  the  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed. 

It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  charged 
with  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  called 
for  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  that 
more  presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous in  Tennessee,  than  were  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requisition  which  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  was 
occasioned  by  the  omission  of  the  Governor  to  appor- 
tion the  requisition  to  the  different  regiments  of 
militia,  so  as  to  obtain  the  proper  number  of  troops, 
and  no  more.  It  seems  but  just  to  the  patriotic 
citizens  who  repaired  to  the  general  rendezvous, 
under  circumstances  authorizing  them  to  believe  that 
their  services  were  needed,  and  would  be  accepted, 
that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them,  whUe  absent 
from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  accordingly  recommend  that  a  law  to  this 
effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  them  a  com- 
pensation which  will  cover  their  expenses  on  the 
march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
while  there ;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  provision  for  such  other  equitable 
claims,  growing  out  of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as 
may  not  be  embraced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking-  out  of  hostihties  in 
Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary, 
in. some  cases,  to  take  the  property  of  individuals 
for  public  use.  Provision  should  be  made  by  law 
for  indemnifying  the  owners ;  and  I  would  also 
respectfully  suggest  whether  some  provision  may 
not  be  made,  consistently  with  the  principles  of 
our  Government,  f()r  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations  of  our  own 
troops. 

No  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requi- 
site appropriations,  in  resuming  the  great  national 
work  of  completing  the  unfinished  fortifications 
on  our  seaboard,  and  of  placing  them  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
very  late  day  at  which  those  bills  were  passed,  but 
little  progress  could  be  made  during  the  season 
which  has  just  closed.  A  very  large  amount  of 
the  moneys  granted  at  your  last  session  accordingly 


remains  unexpended ;  but  as  the  work  will  be  again 
resumed  at  the  earliest  moment  in  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the 
like  objects  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the 
next  year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engi- 
neer corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topo- 
graphical corps,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarrassments  experienced,  during  the  present 
year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service,  and  under 
which  they  are  now  suffering.  Several  of  the  most 
important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by 
recent  laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  applied  to  the 
ordnance  corps  and  to  the  general  staff,  the  opera- 
tions of  which,  as  they  are  now  organized,  must 
either  be  frequently  interrupted,  or  performed  by 
officers  taken  from  the  line  of  the  army,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  military  service,  not  already  noticed,  as  well  as 
for  fuller  illustrations  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments ;  and  among  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legislative  action,  I  would  particularly 
notice  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
the  revision  of  the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to 
your  favorable  regard. 

The  national  policy,  founded  alike  in  interest 
and  in  humanity,  so  long  and  so  steadily  pursued 
by  this  Government,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  measures  taken  in 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our 
Indian  affairs  generally,. will  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  the  accompanying  papers.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  the  numerous  and  important  topics  embraced 
in  them,  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  providing  a  well-digested  and  compre- 
hensive system  for  the  protection,  supervision,  and 
improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Commissiofler  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced 
by  the  Secretary,  on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  additional  military  posts  in 
the  Indian  country,  are  entitled  to  your  profound 
consideration.  Both  measures  are  necessary,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indians  from 
intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects  complying  with 
our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  our 
Western  frontier  against  incursions  which  other- 
wise will  .assuredly  be  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes 
of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  aboriginal  race,  the 
welfare  of  our  rapidly  extending  settlements,  and 
the  honor  of  the  United  States,  are  all  deeply 
involved  in,  the  relations  existing  between  this 
Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  various  matters  submitted  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  in  respect  to  those 
relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature  delib- 
eration ;  and  that  it  may  issue  in  the  adoption  of 
legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 

You  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Navy  for  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  department  under  his  charge  during 
the  present  year.  In  the  construction  of  vessels 
at  the  different  navy  yards,  and  in  the  employment 
of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that  branch  of 
the  service  has  been  actively  and  usefcUy  employed. 
While  the  situation  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
the  West  Indies  required  a  greater  number  than 
usual  of  armed  vessels  to  be  kept  on  that  station, 
it  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  protection  due 
to  our  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  world 
has  not  proved  insufficient.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
expedition  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
but  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
sail  has  not  yet  been  completed.  Nc  means  will 
be  spared  by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expe- 
dition on  a  scale  corresponding  with  the  hberal 
appropriations  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  ele- 
vated character  of  the  objects  which  are  to  be 
effected  by  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
in  my  last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlist- 
ment of  boys  in  our  naval  service,  and  to  urge 
upon  your  attention  the  necessity  of  further  appro- 
priations to  increase  the  number  of  ships  afloat, 
and  to  enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force  of 
the  navy.  The  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  our 
position  in  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
world,  will  always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to 
cherish  the  great  naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a 
gratifying  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  Its  revenues,  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  June  last,  were  $3,398,455  19, 
showing  an  increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year  of  $404,878  53,  or  more  'than  thir- 
teen per  cent.  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year 
were  $2,755,623  76,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  $642,- 
831  43.  The  Department  has  been  redeemed  from 
embarrassment  and  debt ;  has  accumulated  a  sur- 
plus of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars ;  has 
largely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still  further  to 
extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  reduc- 
tion of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent. 
It  is  practising  upon  the  great  principle  which 
should  control  every  branch  of  our  Government, 
of  rendering  to  the  public  the  greatest  good  pos- 
sible with  the  least  possible  taxation  to  the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Post- 
master General  recommends  itself,  not  only  by  the 
reduction  it  proposes,  but  by  the  simplicity  of  its 
arrangement,  its  conformity  with  the  Federal  cur- 
rency, and  the  improvement  it  will  introduce  into 
the  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its  agents. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  sub- 
ject of  mail  contracts  with  railroad  companies. 
The  present  laws  providing  for  the  making  of  con- 
tracts are  based  upon  the  presumption  that  com- 
petition among  bidders  will  secure  the  service  at  a 
fair  price.  But  on  most  of  the  railroad  lines  there 
is  no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation, 
and  advertising  is  therefore  useless.  No  contract 
can  now  be  made  with  them,  except  such  as  shall 
be  negotiated  before  the  time  of  offering  or  after- 
Wards,  and  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practically,  without 
limitation.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
doubt  would  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to 
prescribe  by  law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which 
such  contracts  shall  rest,  and  restrict  him  by  a 


fixed  rule  of  allowance.  Under  a  liberal  act  of 
that  sort,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  companies, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thus 
advanced. 

The  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  British  islands,  has  become  very 
extensive,  and  requires  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress to  give  it  security.  No  obstacle  is  perceived 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  On  the  contrary  it  prom- 
ises, by  the  security  it  will  afford,  to  facilitate 
commercial  transactions,  and  give  rise  to  an  en- 
larged intercourse  among  the  people  of  different 
nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  happy  effect. 
Through  the  city  of  New  York  most  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now 
carried  on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been 
received  from  the  head  of  the  Provincial  Post 
Office,  asking  the  interposition  of  the  United  States 
to  guard  it  from  the  accidents  and  losses  to  which 
it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legislation  appears  to 
be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing for  the  important  books  and  papers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
In  the  present  condition  of  our  Treasury  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  public 
interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when  they 
can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty 
considerations  in  the  location  of  a  new  building 
for  that  Department,  in  favor  of  placing  it  near  the 
other  Executive  buildings. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast, 
and  the  manufacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  different  custom-houses,  have 
been  in  progress  for  some  years  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Executive,  and  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  a  gentleman  possessing  high 
scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures 
for  eaoli  State  in  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others 
by  a  joint  resolution. 

The  care  and  correspondence  as  to  all  these  sub- 
jects, have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year.  A  special  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  soon  be  commu- 
nicated to  Congress,  which  will  show  what  has 
been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole ;  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made 
during  the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various 
correspondence  deemed  necessary  to  throw  light 
on  the  subject's  which  seem  to  require  additional 
legislation.  Claims  have  been  made  for  retrospec- 
tive allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent  and 
some  of  his  assistants,  which  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  granting  ;  other  claims  have  l^een  made  for  largo 
increases  in  compensation,  which,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  several  cases,  I  declined 
making  without  the  express  sanction  of  Congress. 
In  order  to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  subject  was, 
at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted 
by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives.  But 
no  legislative  action  having  taken  place,  the  early 
attention  of  Congress  is  now  invited  to  the  enact- 
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ment  of  some  expressed  and  detailed  profisions  m 
relation  to  the  Tarious  claims  made  for  the  past,  and 
to  the  compensation  and  allowances  deemed  proper 
for  the  future. 

It  is  further  respectfully  recommended  that,  such 
being  the  inconvenience  of  attention  to  these 
duties  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  such  the  great 
pressure  of  business  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  general  supervision  of  the  coast  survey,  and 
the  completion  of  the  weights  and  measures,  if  the 
works  are  kept  united,  should  be  devolved  on  a 
board  of  ofBcers  organized  specially  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  on  the  Navy  Board  attached  to  the  Kavy 
Department. 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the 
conviction  I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution which  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the 
election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  devolving  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore 
beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
sul^'ect.  There  were  various  other  suggestions  in 
my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed 
worthy  of  your  favorable  consideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  duo  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  pubho  busi- 
ness, and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter  at 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed 
proper,  on  this,  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  an  expression  of 
the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  body  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
have  found  encouragement  and  support,  in  the  many 
diificult  and  trying  scenes  through  which  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  pass  during  my  public  career.  Though 
deeply  sensible  that  my  exertions  have  not  been 
crowned  with  a  success  corresponding  to  the  degree 
of  favor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure  that  they 
will  be  considered  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ; 
and  I  am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever 
errors  have  been  committed  will  find  a  corrective 
in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  who  will 
succeed  us.  All  that  has  occurred  during  my 
administration  is  calculated  to  inspire  me  with 
increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions ;  and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that 
retirement  which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infirm 
health,  and  so  much  desired  by  me  in  other  re- 
spects, I  shall  not  cease  to  invoke  that  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  already  so  sig- 
nally indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his  blessings 
on  our  beloved  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  6ih  December,  1836. 

Five  thousand  copies  of  the  Message  and  the 
accompanying  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Death  of  Mr.  GoUsborougli. 

Mr.  Kent  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Yonder  vacant  seat,  hereto- 
fore so  ably  and  so  faithfully  filled,  but  too  sig- 
nificantly inScates  the  object  of  my  addressing 
you  at  this  time. 

I  rise,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  to 
you  and  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy  inteUi- 
geuce  of  the  death  of  my  very  worthy  and 
excellent  colleague,  the  late  Eobeet  H.  Golds- 
BOEousH.  He  departed  this  life  during  the 
late  recess,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness,  and  at  a  period  when  we 
should  have  been  justifiable  in  allotting  to  him 
many  years  of  vigorous  health. 

But  few  individuals  have  occupied  a  greater 
space  in  public  estimation  in  his  native  State 
than  Mr.  Goldsboeottgh.  He  filled,  from  an 
early  period  of  his  life,  with  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  reputation,  various  public  stations, 
and  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 
Possessing  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
which  had  been  weU  improved,  with  the  most 
polished  address,  he  was  ever  found  a  ready 
and  efficient  debater,  remarkable  for  his  cour- 
tesy and  politeness.  He  was  truly  said  to  have 
been  "  a  man  of  manners  and  of  letters  too." 

Mr.  Goldsboeotjgh's  exertions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  feUow-men  were  not  confined  to  public  ■ 
life.  He  was  prominent  as  an  agricnltnrist, 
making  frequent  and  judicious  expeiiments, 
enforcing  his  views  by  very  able  essays,  there- 
by directing  the  attention  of  the  agriculturist 
to  such  objects  as  were  calculated  to  ameliorate 
and  improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted 
lands.  Truly  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of 
private  life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor,  and  in  the 
domestic  circle,  he  was  unrivalled. 

To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflicting. 
A  severe  hoarseness,  under  which  I  have  la- 
bored for  some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  tlius  brief. 
I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"■Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable 
Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  deceased,  late  a  member 
thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month, 
by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left 
arm." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  7. 
Madison's  Writings. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
To  tlie  Senate  and  ffoase  of  Hepresentatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her 
venerated  husband.  The  occasion  seems  to  be 
appropriate  to  present  a  letter  from  her  on  the 
subject  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of  great 
political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by 
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Mr.  Madison's  own  hand,  under  circumstances  that 
give  it  claims  to  be  considered  as  little  less  than 
ofiScial. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense, 
published,  in  a  variety  of  forma,  the  naked  journals 
of  the  revolutionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conven- 
tions that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  work  of  Mr. 
Madison,  considering  the  author,  the  subject-matter 
of  it,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
prepared — long  withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has 
been  by  those  motives  of  personal  kindness  and 
delicacy  that  gave  tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-men,  until  he  and  all  who  had  been  partici- 
pators with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes,  have 
passed  away — well  deserves  to  become  the  property 
of  the  nation  ;  and  cannot  fail,  if  published  and 
disseminated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the 
most  important  of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and 
every  succeeding  generation — accurate  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  recommended, 
and  embodied  in  the  constitution  for  adoption. 
ANDKEW  JACKSON. 

December  6,  1836. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Eives,  the  reading  of  the 
correspondence  was  dispensed  with,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Expunging  the  Journal. 
Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that  on  tlie  first 
clay  on  which  there  was  a  Senate  sufficiently 
full,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion to  expnnge  from  the  journal  certain  sen- 
tences thereon.  He  would  state,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  resolution  he  should  introduce 
would  he  in  the  same  words  as  the  one  intro- 
duce"d  by  him  at  the  last  session,  and  it  was 
his  wish  that  the  resolution  might  he  disposed 
of  by  the  Senate,  before  the  other  important 
business  of  the  session  commenced. 


Monday,  December  12. 

Mr.  Black,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Tallmadgb,  Senator  from  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Webster,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  appeared 
to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

Statements  of  Commerce  and  Navigation. 

Mr.  Benton  called  up  the  resolution  he  had 
offered,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
printing  the  annual  report  from  the  Treasury 
on  commerce  and  navigation. 

Mr.  Eniqht  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved," 
and  inserting — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives, 
That  the  annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  communicated  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  said  statement  be  printed  in  the 
same  form  and  at  the  same  price  as  the  ordinary 
printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  that  the 
same  number  of  copies  as  are  usually  printed  be 
furnished  for  the  purpose  of  binding  and  distribu- 


tion, and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies  be 
equally  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  on  looking  further 
into  the  existing  law  providing  for  the  printing 
of  this  document,  he  had  become  convinced 
that  some  such  modification  of  the  resolution 
was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed.  The 
only  objection  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  five 
thousand  additional  copies  to  be  printed  for  the 
Senate ;  he  thought  this  number  larger  than 
necessary,  and  proposed  that  it  he  reduced  to 
three  thousand. 

Mr.  Knight  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so 
modified  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Walter  Low- 
EiK,  Esq.,  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Asbdet  Dioe:ins  re- 
ceived 20  votes ;  Hon.  Aenold  Natidain,  late 
of  the  Senate,  18 ;  scattering  3 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  Dickins  received 
21 ;  Mr.  Naudain  18  ;  Mr.  Bryan  1 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Mr.  DioKiNS  was  accordingly  declared  to  he 
duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Memory  of  Mr.  Kinnard. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Resolved,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Eon.  Mr. 
Kinnard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
thirty  days. 


Wednesday,  December  14. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
appeared  to  day  in  his  seat. 

The  Treasury  Circular. 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr. 
EwiNG,  of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, ckc,  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun-- 
dred  and  thirty-six,  designating  the  funds  which 
should  be  receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

"  Resolved,  also.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any 
person,  or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or 
for  the  public  lands  ;  nor  shall  he  make  any  dis- 
crimination in  the  funds  so  receivable,  between 
different  individuals,  or  between  the  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue." 

Mr.  EwiNG,  of  Ohio  spoke  as  follows :  This 
extraordinary  paper  (the  Treasury  Circular) 
was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  11th  of  July  last  in  the  form  of  a  circn- 
lar  to  the  receivers  of  public  money  in  the 
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several  land  offices  in  the  United  States,  direct- 
ing them,  after  the  15th  of  August  then  next, 
to  receive  in  payment  for  public  lands  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  and  certificates  of  deposits, 
signed  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
■with  a  saving  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  and 
bona  fide  residents  in  the  State  in  which  the 
land  happened  to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a 
limited  time,  and  expires,  I  think,  to-morrow. 
The  professed  object  of  this  order  was  to  check 
the  speculations  in  public  lands ;  to  check  ex- 
cessive issues  of  bank  paper  in  the  "West,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  currency  of  the  country ; 
and  the  necessity  of  the  measure  was  supported, 
or  pretended  to  be  supported,  by  the  opinions 
of  members  of  this  body  and  the  other  branch 
of  Congress.  But,  before  I  proceed  to  examine 
in  detail  this  paper,  its  character  and  its  conse- 
quences, I  will  briefly  advert  to  the  state  of 
things  out  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the 
thing  manifest,  that  the  avowed  objects  were 
not  the  only,  nor  even  the  leading  objects  for 
which  this  order  was  framed ;  they  may  have 
influenced  the  minds  of  some  who  advised  it, 
but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last 
virtually  executed  it,  were  governed  by  other 
and  diflferent  motives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
explain. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  tliat  there  would 
be  a  very  large  surplus  of  money  in  the  public 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  country  for 
all  their  reasonable  expenditures.  It  was  also 
well  understood  that  the  land  bill,  or  some  other 
measure  for  the  distribution  of  this  fund,  would 
be  again  presented  to  Congress ;  and,  if  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  Treasury  were 
known  and  understood,  that  its  distribution,  in 
some  form  or  other,  would  be  demanded  by  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  have 
been  determined  by  the  party,  and  some  of 
those  who  act  with  it  thoroughly,  that  the 
money  should  remain  where  it  was,  in  the 
deposit  banks,  so  that  it  could  be  wielded  at 
pleasure  by  the  Executive.  Hence  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1835,  (doc.  2,  page  2,)  makes  the 
aggregate  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
•day  of  January,  1836,  no  more  than  $19,147,- 
000 ;  but  now  the  controversy  is  ended,  he 
shows,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1836,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
$26,749,803,  making  an  error  of  $7,602,803. 
There  enters  into  this,  and  thence  ax-ises  the 
egregious  error,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  then  current  year.  After 
three-quarters  of  that  quarter  had  elapsed ; 
after  this  was  in  the  hands  of  inferior  officers, 
and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  within 
the  knowledge  of  his  several  bureaus  at  Wash- 
ington, receipts  within  that  quarter  of  about 
seven  millions,  he  estimates  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts fbr  the  whole  quarter  at  $4,950,000, 
whereas  the  true  amount,  as  now  reported,  was 


$11,950,000,  making  a  difference  in  the  receipts 
of  that  single  quarter  of  seven  millions.  I  think 
I  am  very  safe  in  saying  that  this  most  extra- 
ordinary error  never  would  have  occurred  in 
this  report  if  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the 
Executive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  very 
prosperous  state  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  a 
large  receipt  for  the  year  1835.  If  nothing  had 
been  feared  about  the  land  bill  or  distribution 
project,  the  estimate  for  that  quarter  would 
probably  have  equalled  the  actual  receipts. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary,  however, 
showed  a  surplus ;  but  he  proceeds  to  calculate 
it  away  in  the  year  1886.  He  conjectures  that 
the  receipts  of  that  year  will  amount  to  $19,- 
750,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public  lands 
to  produce  $4,000,000.  The  whole  receipt 
being  less  by  about  $4,000,000,  than  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year. 
But  in  his  report  of  December  6, 1836,  he  gives 
the  receipts  of  the  same  year  at  $47,691,898 ; 
more,  by  about  $28,000,000,  than  his  estimate; 
and  of  this  the  public  lands  yield  $24,000,000, 
six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  facts  are  striking ;  and  if  the  errors 
originate  in  mere  mistake,  which  I  am  wiUing 
to  believe,  they  indicate  a  most  extraordinary 
degree  of  ignorance  as  to  the  business  of  the 
country,  and  the  direction  of  its  capital,  or  a 
mind  easily  biased  and  led  into  error  by  pre- 
conceived opinions. 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  afterwards  sprung  up  on  the  land  bill, 
went  much  farther  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  denied,  and  most  unequivo- 
cally, that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that  there 
would  be  any :  and,  when  some  of  us  offered 
an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  in  the  current  year,  we  were  told 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  fasten  that 
estimate  upon  us  at  this  session  of  Congress. 
I,  however,  for  one,  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  far 
as  regarded  myself.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
1836,  I  submitted  my  estimate  of  the  revenues 
and  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  in  a 
speech  which  I  caused  to  be  printed  in  pam- 
phlet form.  In  this  I  estimated  the  receipts 
from  customs  for  the  yeai-  at  $19,000,000 

The  public  lands  at  more  than  20,000,000 

And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on 
hand,  and  received  and  receiv- 
able, in  that  year,  in  round  num- 
bers, without  deducting  expen- 
ditures   -        -  77,000,000 
The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  $23,- 
000,000,   which  is  $4,000,000  more  than  my 
estimate.    The  public  lands  $24,000,000— about 
the  sum  which  I  had  supposed.     And  the  foot- 
ing of  the  column  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate 
of  $77,000,000,  is  $74,441,702,  being  two  and 
a  half  millions  less  than  I  conjectured.     More 
than  this  deficit,  however,  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  bank  stock  which  I  had  sup- 
posed would  fall  in,  within  the  current  year. 
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has  not  yet  been  sold,  or  the  avails  of  it  received 
into  the  Treasury. 

When  the  true  state  of  things  heoame  too 
obvious  to  be  any  longer  successfully  contested ; 
when  it  became  apparent  to  every  one  here  and 
to  the  pubhc  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
public  money  lying  in  the  deposit  banks,  and 
likely  to  remain  there  for  years,  an  injury  to 
the  public,  and  beneficial  to  nobody,  except 
bankers  and  brokers ;  and  when  no  other 
means  seemed  to  offer  of  resisting  a  distribu- 
tion of  this  fund,  the  country  became  suddenly 
threatened  with  a  foreign  war — and,  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  our  Capitol  were  actually 
threatened  with  demolition  by  the  great  guns 
of  the  French  navy — we  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $80,000,000  were  called 
for  by  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  o£  economy 
and  reform,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  prepare 
for  defence.  But  this  spectre  vanished.  Then 
we  were  threatened  with  Indian  invasion  and 
Indian  massacre  on  our  whole  North-western 
frontier.  The  squabble  with  a  miserable  horde 
of  naked  savages  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  this  war- 
like administration  for  the  last  year,  was  mag- 
nified into  a  general  and  formidable  rising  of 
all  the  tribes  east  of  the  Eocky  Mountains,  and 
military  preparations  were  called  for  that  we 
might  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  them.  At 
last  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  put  an  end  to  all  this  ab- 
surdity ;  the  deposit  bill  passed,  after  a  des- 
perate struggle,  and  then  came  this  measure — 
the  Treasury  order — intended  to  destroy  its 
effect. 

This  order  grew  out  of  the  contest  to  which 
I  have  referred.  It  was  issued  not  by  the 
advice  of  Congress  or  under  the  sanction  of 
arly  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Congress  was 
fairly  out  of  the  city,  and  all  possibihty  of  inter- 
ference by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then 
came  forth  this  new  and  last  expedient.  It  was 
known  that  these  funds,  received  for  public 
lands,  had  become  a  chief  source  of  revenue, 
and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some  that  the 
passage  of  a  Treasury  order  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  country ;  and 
as  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposits  had 
just  passed,  the  public  might  be  brought  to 
believe  that  all  the  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution  bill. 
It  has,  indeed,  happened,  that  this  scheme  has 
failed ;  the  public  understand  it  rightly,  but 
that  was  not  by  any  means  certain  at  the  time 
the  measure  was  devised.  It  was  not  then 
foreseen  that  the  people  would  as  generally  see 
through  the  contrivance  as  it  has  since  been 
found  that  they  do. 

There  may  have  been  various  other  motives 
which  led  to  the  measure.  Many  minds  werq| 
probably  to  be  consulted,  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  step  like  this  was  taken  without 
consultation,  and  guided  by  the  wOl  of  a  single 
individual  alone.    That   is  not  the   way  in 


which  these  things  are  done.  No  doubt  one 
eifect  hoped  for  by  some  was,  that  a  check 
would  be  given  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  operation  of  the  order  would  naturally  be, 
to  raise  the  price  of  land  by  raising  the  price 
of  the  currency  in  which  it  was  to  be  paid  for. 
But,  while  this  would  be  the  effect  on  small 
buyers,  those  who  purchased  on  a  large  scale 
would  be  enabled  to  sell  at  an  advance  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  over  what  would  have  been 
given  if  the  United  States  lands  had  been  open 
to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Those  who 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  deposit  banks  and 
paid  it  out  for  lands,  would  thus  be  enabled 
to  make  sale  to  advantage,  and  by  means  of 
such  sales  make  payment  to  the  banks  who 
found  it  necessary  to  call  in  their  large  loans, 
in  order  to  meet  the  provisions  of  the  deposit 
bill.  The  order,  therefore,  was  likely  to  operate 
to  the  common  benefit  of  the  deposit  banks 
and  the  great  land  dealers,  while  it  counteracted 
the  efforts  of  the  obnoxious  deposit  bill. 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive 
actuating  some  of  those  who  devised  this  order. 
There  was  danger  that  the  deposit  banks, 
when  called  upon  to  refund  the  public  treasure, 
would  be  unable  to  do  it :  indeed,  it  was  said 
on  this  floor  that  the  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  those  banks. 
Now  this  Treasury  order  would  operate  to 
collect  the  specie  of  the  country  into  the  land 
offices,  whence  it  would  immediately  go  into 
the  deposit  banks,  and  would  prove  an  accept- 
able aid  to  them  while  making  the  transfers 
required  by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have 
been  among  the  real  motives  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Ewing,  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  Message  to  show 
the  reason  for  issuing  the  specie  circular,  and 
that  it  was  to  save  the  public  lands  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  speculators  in  exchange  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  He  also  read  from  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Webstek,  in  1816,  to  show  the 
dangers  of  paper  money  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  collect  its  duties  and  taxes  in 
gold  and  silver  only.  The  following  is  the 
extract  read : 

"  Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  present  the 
resolutions  which  he  had  submitted.  He  had  ■  been 
the  more  inclined  to  do  this,  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  rejection  yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had 
been  introduced,  might  be  construed  into  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  all  hope  of 
remedying  the  existing  evil.  He  had  had,  it  was 
true,  some  objections  against  proceeding  by  way  of 
bill,  because  the  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law 
was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  deficient.  »  *  *  The  situation  of  the 
country,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deplorable.  AVith  a  per- 
fectly sound  legal  currency,  the  national  revenues 
are  not  collected  in  this  currency,  but  in  paper  of 
various  sorts,  and  various  degrees  of  value.  *  *  It 
is  quite  clear  that  by  the  statute  all  duties  and  taxes 
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are  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of  the  United 
States,  .or  in  the  Treasury  notes,  agreeably  to  a  recent 
provision.     It  is  just  as  clear  that  the  law  has  been  dis- 
regarded, and  that  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  a  hundred 
different  descriptions,  and  almost  as  many  different 
values,   have  been  received,  and  are  still  received, 
where  the  statute  requires  legal  money  or  Treasury 
notes  to  be  paid.     *    *    There  are  some  political 
evils  which  are  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dangerous, 
and  which  alarm  at  once  as  well  the  people  as  the 
Government.     Wars  and   invasions,   therefore,   are 
not  always  the  most  certain  destroyers  of  national 
prosperity.     They  come  in  no  questionable  shape. 
They  announce  their  own  approach,  and  the  general 
safety  is  preserved  by  the  general  alarm.     Not  so 
with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  falling  public  credit. 
Not  so  with  the  plausible  and  insidious  mischiefs  of 
a  paper  money  system.     These  insinuate  themselves 
in  the  shape  of  facilities,  accommodation,  and  relief. 
They  hold  out  the  most  fallacious  hope  of  an  easier 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation. 
It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of  the  people  to  imagine  that 
Government  may  properly  continue  to  receive  depre- 
ciated paper,   because  they  have  received  it,  and 
because  it  is  more  convenient  to  obtain  it  than  to 
obtain  other  paper  or  specie.    But  on  these  subjects 
it  is  that  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.     It  is  supposed  to 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more 
of  foresight  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 
It  is  bound  to  foresee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels 
it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  guard 
against  it,  although  they  mayjbe  measures  attended 
with  some  difiSculty,  and  not  without  some  temporary 
inconvenience.     *-**»*    The  only  power 
which  the  Government  possesses  of  restraining  the 
issue  of  the  State  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury.     This  power  it  can  exercise 
now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in 
reasonable  time,  because  the  currency  of  some  part  of 
the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is  not  yet 
universal.     *    *    But  I  have  expressed  my  belief 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
to  the   legal  and    proper  mode   of  collecting  the 
revenue.     *    *    *    it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  influence  of  the  Treasury  could  have  effected  all 
this.     If  not,  it  could  have  withdrawn  the  deposits, 
and    the    countenance    of   the  Government,  from 
institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and  all  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Government  stocks,  and 
making  enormous  profits  from  the  circulation  of  their 
own  dishonored  paper.     That  which  was  most  wanted 
was  the  designation  of  a  time  for  the  corresponding 
operation  of  banks  of  different  places.     They  could 
have  been  made  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury  better 
than  by  anybody,  or  everybody  else.      *      *     *      « 
This  Government  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  to  protect 
its  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  against  defalca- 
tion or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.     It  is  bound,  also, 
to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  poeple  on  a  uniform 
system."     »***«*»»»»»» 

[Having  read  these  passages  from  the  speech  of 


Mr.  Webstek,  Mr.  Benton  thus  concluded  his  own  ^measures  go  on,  gold  and  silver  will  be  gradu- 


justification  of  the  Treasury  special  order;] 

The  Treasury  order  was  a  measure  of  regu- 
lation upon  the  State  banks,  intended  to  save 


the  finances  and  the  currency,  as  well  as  the 
public  lands.     The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
regulated  the  State  banks  by  the  simple  process 
of  excluding  their  paper  from  the  Federal  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures ;  and  this  was  effected 
by  the  24th  and  25th  articles  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  corporation  already  read.    She  excluded 
them  to  make  room  for  her  on  notes ;  and  this 
is  the  extent  of  her  skill  and  of  her  merit  in 
all  this  boasted  regulation  of  local  currencies 
of   which  we  hear  so  much.      The  Federal 
Government  has  only  to  do  the  same,  and  the 
State   bank   issues  are    repelled   upon   their 
sources,  and  become  comparatively  harmless. 
It  is  receivability  for  federal  dues ;  it  is  receiv- 
ability  at  the  land  offices,  custom-houses,  and 
post  offices,  which  gives  them  wings  to  fly  over 
the  continent,  and  enables  them  to  pass,  with- 
out regain  to  the  credit  or  solvency  of  the 
bank  from  which  they  come.     It  is  the  Federal 
Government  endorsement  which  does  the  mis- 
chief;   and  this  endorsement,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  false  credit  and  want  of  responsibility, 
is  given  to  the  whole  issue  of  every  bank  whose 
paper  is  made  receivable  for  public  dues.    The 
experiment  has  been  tried,   and  local  paper 
has  failed  as  a  national  currency,  and  out  of 
that  failure  arose  the  second  United  States 
Bank.   It  will  fail  again,  and  again,  and  forever ! 
There  is  no  safety  for  the  federal  revenues  but 
in  the  total  exclusion  of  local  paper,  and  that 
from  every  branch  of  the  revenue — customs, 
lands,  and  post  office.     There  is  no  safety  for 
the  national  finances  but  in  the  constitutional 
medium  of  gold  and  silver.     After  forty  years 
of  wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  paper  money, 
we  have  approached  the  confines  of  the  consti- 
tutional   medium.      Seventy-five    millions  of 
specie  in  the  country,  with  the  prospect  of 
annual  increase  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  for 
the  next  four  years,  three  branch  mints  to  com- 
mence next  spring,  and  the  complete  restoration 
of  the  gold  currency,  announce  the  success  of 
President  Jackson's   great    measures  for   the 
reform  of  the  currency,  and  vindicate  the  con- 
stitution from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed 
an  impracticable  currency.     The  success  is  com- 
plete ;  and  there  is  no  way  to  thwart  it,  but  to 
put  down  the  Treasury  order,  and  to  reopen 
the  public  lands  to  the  inundation  of  paper 
money.     Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled, 
there  is  great  danger.     Four  deeply  interested 
classes  are  at  work  to  do  it — specidators,  local 
banks,  United  States  Bank,  and  politicians  out 
of  power.     They  may  succeed,  but  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  despair.     The  darkest  hour  of  night 
is  just  before  the  break  of  day ;  and,  through 
the  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  vision  of 
the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  and 
victorious.     Through  regulation  or  explosion, 
success    must    eventually    come.      If   reform 


ally  and  temperately  restored ;  if  reform  meas- 
ures are  stopped,  then  the  paper  system  runs 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  expansion. 
Then  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exult 
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in  the  catastrophe,  and  claim  its  own  re-estah- 
lishment,  as  the  only  adequate  regulator  of  the 
local  banks.  Then  it  will  be  said  the  specie 
experiment  has  failed !  But  no ;  the  contrary 
■will  be  known,  that  the  specie  experiment  has 
not  failed,  but  it  was  put  down  by  the  voice 
and  power  of  the  interested  classes,  and  must 
he  put  up  again  by  the  voice  and  power  of  the 
disinterested  community. 

Statements  of  Commerce  and  Navigation. 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  some  days  ago 
by  Mr.  Bentost,  providing  for  the  earlier  prep- 
aration of  the  annual  report  on  commerce  and 
navigation  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — 

When  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thuesdat,  December  15. 

Mr.  Rives  presented  the  credentials  of  Eicn- 
AED  E.  Paekee,  Senator  elect  from  Virginia ; 
and 

Mr.  Beown  presented  the  credentials  of 
KoBEET  Steangb,  Senator  elect  from  North 
Carolina. 

Messrs.  Steanoe  and  Paekee  appeared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 


Monday,  December  19. 

The  Chaie  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
BuonANAN',  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Clay's  Land  Bill. 
Mr.  Clat,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which 
he  had  given,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
land  bill. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  had  here- 
tofore several  times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once 
the  House,  commenced  on  the  last  of  December, 
1822,  and  was  to  continue  five  years.  It  provid- 
ed for  a  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  during  that  period,  upon  well- 
known  principles.  But  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session  had  disposed  of  so  large  a  part  of 
the  divisible  fund  under  the  land  bill,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  right,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  Treasury,  to  give  the  bill— which  he  was 
about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce— that  re- 
trospective character.  He  had  accordingly,  in 
the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit, 
made  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its 
commencement,  and  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1841  its  termmation.  If  it  should  pass,  there- 
fore, in  this  shape,  the  period  of  its  duration 
will  be  the  same  as  that  prescribed  in  the 
former  bills.  The  Senate  will  readily  compre- 
hend the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year 
1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  that  the  biennial 
reductions  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  existing 
duties  cease,  according  to  the  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise 
act,  and  a  reduction  of  one-half  of  the  excess 
beyond  twenty  per  cent,  of  any  duty  then  re- 


maining is  to  take  effect.  By  that  time,  a  fair 
experiment  of  the  land  bill  will  have  been  made, 
and  Congress  can  then  determine  whether  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domain  shall  continue 
to  be  equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied  to 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government. 


Vednesdat,  December  21. 

Mr.  Etjggles  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Jtjdah  Dana,  elected  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Maine,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Ethee 
Sheplet  ;  after  which,  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  admin- 
istered to  Mr.  Dana  by  the  Vice  President,  and 
he  took  his  seat. 

Further  Public  Deposits  with  the  States. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following  bdl : 

A  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sections 

therein  named  of  the  act  of  the  2Sd  June,  1836, 

regulating  the  deposits  of  the  money  that  may  be 

in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1838. 

Be  it  enacted,  (kc.  That  the  money  which  shall  be 

in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day 

of  January,  1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions 

of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 

on  the  terms  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 

13th,  14th,  and  15th  sections  of  the  act  to  regulate 

the  deposits  of  the  public  money,  approved  the  23d 

day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  C,  in  introducing  the  bill,  observed  that 
he  had  not  asked  leave  to  introduce  this  bill 
without  satisfying  himself  that  there  would  be 
a  large  surplus  of  the  public  revenue  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next 
year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  appropria- 
tions on  all  proper  subjects  of  expenditure. 
Prom  the  calculations  he  had  made,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  amount  of  this  surplus  would 
not  fall  short  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus, the  question  presented  itself  as  to  what 
should  be  done  with  it.  That  question  Mr.  C. 
would  not  now  attempt  to  argue.  The  discus- 
sion of  it  at  this  time  would  be  premature  and 
out  of  place.  He  proposed  to  himself  a  more 
limited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  points 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  established ;  and  to  point  out  what  was 
the  real  issue  at  present.  One  point  was  per- 
fectly established  by  the  proceediiigs  of  the  last 
session — that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
surplus,  it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  deposit  banks,  but  should  be  deposited 
with  the  States.  It  was  not  only  the  most  safe, 
hut  the  tnost  just,  that  the  States  should  have 
the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to  the  banks. 
This,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  princi- 
ple which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of 
last  session — an  act  that  would  forever  distin- 
guish the  24th  Congress — an  act  which  will  go 
down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it  had  obtained 
the  almost  imanimous  approbation  of  the  pres- 
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ent  day.  The  passage  had  inspired  the  coun- 
try with  new  hopes.  It  had  been  beheld  abroad 
as  a  matter  of  wonder,  a  phenomenon  in  the 
fiscal  world,  snoh  as  could  have  sprung  out  of 
no  institutions  but  ours,  and  which  went  in  a 
powerful  and  impressive  manner  to  illustrate 
the  genius  of  our  Government. 

Mr.  "Walker  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  in  support- 
ing his  motion,  observed  that  he  had  been  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  what  was  now 
openly  avowed  to  be  a  distribution  bill.  Since 
the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  the 
largest  States  had  already  come  forward  and 
applied  to  Congress  for  the  repeal  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  which  provided  for  the  refund- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  States,  when  it  should 
be  needed  by  the  General  Government.  He 
would  remind  the  Senate  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstee,) 
who  had  been  one  of  the  authors  and  advocates 
of  this  measure,  did  expressly  tell  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  but  a  single  operation ;  and 
when  the  Senate  were  warned  that  that  bill 
would  be  only  a  precedent  for  the  distribution 
policy  in  future,  the  distinguished  Senator  had 
assured  them  of  the  contrary,  and  had  insisted 
that  it  was  a  single  and  solitary  measure,  in- 
tended only  to  meet  a  contingency.  Yet,  what 
was  the  Senate  now  asked  to  do  ?  To  create  a 
surplus  for  the  purpose  of  futm-e  distribution. 
Mr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a  proposition 
demanded  examination  by  some  committee,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  presented,  as  one 
ground  of  his  opposition  to  letting  the  public 
money  remain  in  the  deposit  banks,  a  desire  to 
prevent  the  public  land  from  passing  into  the 
hands  of  speculators.  But  the  gentleman's 
remedy  had  not  met  the  evil.  The  distribution 
bill  had  not  prevented  the  monopoly  of  the 
public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would  it  ever 
prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  desire 
to  obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommend- 
ing that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
proposed  to  limit  the  sale  of  the  pubKo  laijds  to 
actual  settlers.  '  Should  this  recommendation 
be  adopted,  there  would  remain  no  surplus  to 
be  distributed.  For  how  was  the  surplus  cre- 
ated ?  By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in 
the  first  three-quarters  of  the  last  year,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  public  lands,  ivhich  was  at  the  rate 
of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  this  amount  was  needed  for 
actual  settlers?  Not  more  than  $5,000,000; 
or,  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  not 
over  $8,000,000.  ,  Thus  there  would  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being  double 
the  amount  of  the  surplus  predicted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Let 
liim  then,  adopt  the  President's  recommenda- 
tion' and  the  evil  apprehended  could  not  take 


place.  But  •  should  the  Senate  pass  the  bill 
which  had  now  been  introduced,  they  would 
have  passed  the  Eubicon,  and  the  distribution 
policy  would,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  become 
the  settled  policy  of  the  Government. 
■  Mr.  "W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  were  now  invoked 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  ore- 
ate  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  BuGHAiTAM-,  without  expressing  any  opin- 
ion on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its 
commitment.  The  subject  extended  itself  into 
so  many  ramifications,  was  so  complex  and  so 
extensive,  that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its  previously 
undergoing  the  careful  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. There  were  two  counter  projects  now 
before  the  Senate,  which  were  essentially  in- 
compatible with  each  other.  One  had  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  which  proposed  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on 
certain  conditions ;  the  other  to  deposit  the 
surplus  that  might  accrue,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  biU  of  the  last  session.  Both  these  plans, 
it  was  obvious,  could  not  prevaU;  while  the 
President  had  recommended  the  sale  of  the 
public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On  this 
matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  should 
be  guided  in  a  great  measure  by  the  wishes  and 
opinions  of  gentlemen  coming  from  the  new 
States. 

Should  the  President's  recommendation  be 
adopted,  there  would  probably  be  no  surplns. 
He  should  like  to  see  a  responsible  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  On  the  question 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  surplns 
on  the  1st  of  January  next  he  expressed  no 
opinion. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Yets. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendi-icks,  Hubbai-d,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Niles, 
Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  "Wall — 22. 

Nays. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhomi, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  South- 
ard,,: Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White, 
Wright— 22. 

The  Chair  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  so 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Treasury  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  Ewrtfo's  joint  resolution,  rescind- 
ing the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1836,  and 
prohibiting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
delegate  the  power  to  specify  the  kind  of  funds 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 
The  question  was  on  ordering  the  resolution  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Websteb  said :  I  am  very  glad  that  a 
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resolution  to  rescind  tliis  order  has  "been  thus 
early  introduced ;  and  I  am  glad,  too,  since  the 
resolution  is  to  be  opposed,  that  opposition 
comes  early,  in  a  bold,  unequivocal,  and  de- 
cided form.  The  order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  de- 
fended a§  being  both  legal  and  useful.  Let  its 
defence,  then,  be  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Bextox)  objects  even  to  giving  the  resolution 
to  rescind  a  second  reading.  He  avails  himself 
of  his  right,  though  it  be  not  according  to  gen- 
eral practice,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  least,  is 
open,  bold,  and  manly  warfare. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate 
speech,  founds  his  opposition  to  this  resolution, 
and  his  support  of  the  Treasury  order,  on  those 
general  principles  respecting  currency  which 
he  is  known  to  entertain,  and  which  he  has 
maintained  for  many  years.  His  opinions  some 
of  us  regard  as  altogether  ultra  and  impractica- 
ble ;  looking  to  a  state  of  things  not  desirable 
in  itself,  even  if  it  were  practicable ;  and,  if  it 
were  desirable,  as  being  far  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  bring  about. 

The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much 
perseverance  and  abundant  labor,  most  un- 
doubtedly, in  support  of  his  opinions ;  he  is  un- 
derstood, also,  to  have  had  countenance  from 
high  places ;  and  what  new  hopes  of  success 
the  present  moment  holds  out  to  him,  I  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see. 
It  is  precisely  on  these  general  and  long-known 
opinions  that  he  rests  his  support  of  the  Treas- 
ury order.  A  question,  therefore,  is  at  once 
raised  between  the  gentleman's  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevailed  in  the  country,  and  which  arc,  and 
have  been,  entirely  opposite  to  his.  That  ques- 
tion is  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  In  the  progress  and  by  the  termina- 
tion of  this  discussion,  we  shall  learn  whether 
the  gentleman's  sentiments  are  or  are  not  to 
prevail,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Senate  is  con- 
cerned. The  country  will  rejoice,  I  am  sure, 
to  see  some  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress on  a  subject  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  and  which  is  so  well  calculated,  by 
its  perpetual  agitation,  to  disquiet  and  distm-b 
the  confidence  of  society. 

The  member  from  Missouri  charges  those 
who  wish  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  with 
two  objects :  first,  to  degrade  and  disgrace  the 
President,  and  next,  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denounce  nobody ;  I 
seek  to  degrade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding 
the  order  illegal  and  unwise,  I  shall  certainly 
vote  to  rescind  it ;  and,  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to  shrink  back, 
lest  I  should  do  something  which  might  call  in 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  Secretary,  or  even 
of  the  President.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  of 
independence  as  may  be  manifested  by  free  dis- 
cussion and  an  honest  vote  is  not  to  cause  de- 


nunciation from  any  quarter.  If  it  should,  let 
it  come. 

As  to  an  attempt  to  overthrow,  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country,  if  I  were  now 
to  enter  into  such  a  design,  I  should  be  begin- 
ning, at  rather  a  late  day,  to  wage  war  against 
the  efforts  of  my  whole  political  life.  Prom 
my  very  first  concern  with  public  afiairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  currency  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  interest,  and  hope  I  have  given  sufii- 
oient  proofs  of  a  disposition  at  all  times  to 
maintain  it  sound  and  secure,  against  all  attacks 
and  ah  dangers.  "When  I  first  entered  the  other 
House  of  Congress,  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  the  circulating  medium  had  then 
become,  indeed,  paper  money.  So  soon  as  a 
state  of  peace  enabled  us,  I  took  some  part  in 
an  effort,  with  others,  to  restore  the  currency 
to  a  better  state ;  and  success  followed  that 
efibrt. 

Put  what  is  meant  by  the  "  constitutional 
currency,"  about  which  so  much  is  said  ?  What 
species,  or  forms  of  currency,  does  the  consti- 
tution allow,  and  what  does  it  forbid  ?  It  is 
plain  enougla  that  this  depends  on  what  we 
understand  by  currency.  Currency,  in  a  large, 
and  perhaps,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  only 
gold  and  silver  and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of 
exchange  also.  It  may  include  all  that  adjusts 
exchanges,  and  settles  balances,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  business.  But  if  we  under- 
stand by  currency  the  legal  money  of  the  coun- 
try, that  which  constitutes  a  lawful  tender  for 
debts,  and  is  the  statute  measure  of  value,  then, 
undoubtedly,  nothing  is  included  but  gold  and 
silver.  Most  unquestionably  there  is  no  legal 
tender,  and  there  can  be  no  legal  tender,  in  this 
country,  under  the  authority  of  this  Government 
or  any  other,  but  gold  and  silver,  either  the  coin- 
age of  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rates 
regulated  by  Congress.  This  is  a  constitutional 
principle,  perfectly  plain,  and  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  The  States  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and,  although  no 
such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress, 
yet,  as  Congress  has  no  power  granted  to  it,  in 
this  respect,  but  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate 
the  value  of  foreign  coins,  it  clearly  has  no  power 
to  substitute  paper,  or  any  thing  else,  for  coin,  as 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  in  discharge  of 
contracts.  Congress  has  exercised  this  power, 
fully,  in  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it ;  it  has  regulated  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  still  regulates  their 
value.  The  legal  tender,  therefore,  the  consti- 
tutional standard  of  value,  is  established,  and 
cannot  be  overthrown.  To  overthrow  it,  would 
shake  the  whole  system. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at  the  expense  of  some 
repetition,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  proposition,  that  Congress,  having  by  the 
constitution  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public 
territory,  has  passed  laws  for  the  complete  exer- 
cise of  that  power ;  laws  ^^•hich  not  only  have 


64 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Senate.] 


Treasury  Circular. 


[Decembek,  1836. 


iaxed  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  manner 
of  sales,  and  the  time  of  payment,  but  which 
have  fixed,  also,  with  equal  precision,  the  me- 
dium, or  kinds  of  money,  or  of  other  things, 
which  shall  be  received  in  payment.  It  has 
neglected  no  part  of  this  important  trust ;  it  has 
delegated  no  part  of  it ;  it  has  left  no  ground, 
not  an  inch,  for  executive  interposition. 

The  only  question,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the 
law,  or  what  was  the  law,  when  the  Secretary 
issued  his  order  ? 

The  Secretary  considers  that  that  which  has 
been  uniformly  done  for  twenty  years,  that  is 
to  say,_  the  receiving  of  payment  for  the  public 
lands  in  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  is 
against  law.  He  calls  it  an  "  indulgence,"  and 
this  "indulgence  "  the  order'  proposes  to  con- 
tinue for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  purchasers.  If  this  were  an 
indulgence,  and  against  law,  one  might  well 
ask,  how  has  it  happened  that  it  should  have 
continued  so  long,  especially  through  recent 
years,  marked  by  such  a  spirit  of  thorough  and 
searching  reform  ?  It  might  be  asked  too,  if 
this  be  illegal,  and  an  indulgence  only,  why 
continue  it  longer,  and  especially  why  continue 
it  as  to  some,  and  refuse  to  continue  it  as  to 
others  ? 

But,  sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  statute,  and 
to  see  what  the  legal  provision  is.  On  the  30th 
of  April,  1816,  a  resolution  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  common  form  of  a 
joint  resolution,  and  was  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  no  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic 
and  valid  as  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  pro- 
vides that,  "from  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
February  next,  (1817,)  no  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  pava- 
ble  to  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  in  specie 
on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States." 

_  This  joint  resolution  authoritatively  fixed  the 
rights  of  parties  paying,  and  the  duties  of 
officers  receiving.  So  far  as  respects  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  altered 
by  a  law  of  the  last  session ;  but,  in  all  other 
particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  force,  at 
the  present  moment;  and  as  it  expressly  au- 
thorizes the  receipt  of  such  bank  notes  as  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand,  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  receipt  of  such  notes  is  a  matter 
of  "  indulgence."  "VTe  may  as  well  say  that  to 
be  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  own  gold  and 
silver,  is  an  indulgence,  since  the  act  places  all 
on  the  same  ground. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  has, 
indeed,  himself  furnished  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Secretary's  idea ;  that  is  to  say,  he  de- 
fends the  grder  on  grounds  not  only  differing 
from,  but  totally  inconsistent  with,  those  as- 


sumed by  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider 
the  receipt  of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  up  to  the 
time  of  issuing  the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but 
as  a  lawful  right  while  it  lasted.  How  he 
proves  this  right  to  be  now  terminated,  and 
terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  shall  con- 
sider presently.  I  only  say  now,  that  his  argu- 
ment entirely  deprives  the  Secretary  of  the  only 
ground  assigned  by  himJfor  the  Treasury  order. 
I  am,  therefore,  of  opmion  that  the  Treasury 
order  of  the  11th  of  July  is  against  the  plain 
words  and  meaning  of  the  law  of  1816 ;  against 
the  whole  practice  of  the  Government  under 
that  law ;  against  the  honorable  gentleman's 
own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  23d  of  April ;  and  not  reconcilable  with 
the  necessity  which  was  supposed  to  exist  for 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  last  session. 


Thuesdat,  December  22. 
Treasury  Circular. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Ewnra's  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury- 
order  of  July  11th,  1836,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating  his 
power  to  specify  what  kind  of  funds  shall  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mr.    JSTiLBS    said    there    were    reasons,    he 
thought  weighty  reasons,  which  would  justify 
.Senators  in  voting  against  this  resolution,  with- 
out committing  themselves  in  any  sense,  or  in 
any  degree,  in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of 
currency  and  revenue,  to  which  the  Senator 
had  referred.    "Without  reference  to  what  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment   in   the    collection  of   the    revenue, 
whether  from  the  public  lands  or  the  customs, 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  against  this  resolution. 
To  pass  this  resolution,  would  be  to  censure 
and  condemn  an  act  of  the  Executive  as  being 
wrong,  ab  initio,  or  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
Whether  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  Treasury 
order  be  a  wise  and  just  one,  for  the  settled 
action  of  the  Government,  is  a  question  entirely 
distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been 
expedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  Treasury  order  could 
be  justified,  viewed  as  a  temporary  measure 
only,  intended  to  remedy  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, arising  from  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands ;  and  he  was  not  sure  that  this  was  not 
the  true  light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
watch  over  the  public  revenue,  and  see  that  it 
was  secure.     Was  there  no  hazard  from  the 
extensive  and  gambling  speculations  in  the  pub- 
lic lands  paid  for  only  in  bank  bills,  which  were 
handed  over  by  the  receivers  to  the  deposit 
banks  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  ?    A  large  portion  of  the  purchases  were 
paid  for  in  bills  of  the  deposit  banks,  which, 
after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  were 
returned  and  loaned  out  again,  to  go  through 
the  same  operation.    This  was  virtually  reviv- 
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ing  the  old  credit  system,  as  the  United  States 
received  nothing  hut  credit  for  the  lands.  If 
there  was  no  hazard  to  the  revenue  from  these 
practices,  and  from  the  magnitude  and  extent 
of  the  sales  made  upon  this  kind  of  credit,  then 
gentlemen  over  the  way  had  altered  their  opin- 
ions very  much  within  the  last  six  months. 
During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  we  were 
repeatedly,  and  almost  daily,  told  by  those  who 
now  oppose  the  Treasury  order,  that  the  funds 
of  the  Government  in  the  Western  deposit 
hanks  were  insecure,  and  that  nothing  but  credit 
was  received  for  the  public  lands.  Can  gentle- 
men have  forgotten  their  often-repeated  decla- 
rations on  this  subject  ?  If  so,  they  must  be 
blessed  with  short  memories.  Again  and  again 
did  Senators  refer  to  the  small  amount  of  specie 
in  those  banks,  and  an  impression  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  made,  that  their  specie  funds  were  the 
only  solid  security  for  the  large  sums  due  the 
United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  no  doubt,  has  corrected, 
this  evil.  It  insured  sometliing  valuable  for  the 
lands,  and  that  something  valuable  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  deposit  banks,  and  formed  a  more 
solid  basis  for  the  Government  credits. 

Tlie  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  specu- 
lation in  the  public  lands,  which,  in  itself,  was 
an  evil  of  no  small  magnitude,  transferring  the 
best  part  of  the  national  domain  into  the  hands 
of  heartless  speculators,  to  the  great  injury  of 
actual  settlers,  and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
country.  Public  opinion  was  rising  up  against 
it,  and  required  that  something  should  be  done 
to  arrest  an  evil  of  so  extensive  and  serious  a 
nature.  "What  other  or  better  measure  could 
have  been  adopted,  until  Congress  should  con- 
vene, which  might  adopt  such  farther  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  as  the 
public  interests  may  require  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.   N.,   there  is   another  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate.     A  new  rule  has  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  that  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  time  and  which  has  a 
tendency  to  check  speculation.     I  would  not 
repeal  that  rule,  and  open  again  the  floodgates 
of   speculation;    certainly  not  until  I  know 
whether  Congress  will  pass  any  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.     It  is,  I  think,  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  do  this ;  the  interest  of 
the  country  requires  it;  public  sentiment  de- 
mands it ;  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  by 
the  President.     If  Congress  suffer  the  session 
to  pass  off,  without  attempting  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  check  specula- 
tion, they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try.    Believing  that  there  will  be  additional 
legislation  on  the  subject,  which  may  supersede 
the  Treasury  order,  ho  was  not  at  this  time 
prepared  to  disturb  it.   Changes  in  any  extensive 
business  are  always  attended  with  some  incon- 
venience, and  should  be  avoided  as  much  as 
possible.    When  it  shall  be  settled  that  Con- 
gress will  not  alter  the  system,  it  may  become 
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necessary  to  decide  whether  the  rule  prescribed 
in  the  order  shall  be  maintained,  or  the  old 
practice  restored ;  and  if  we  do  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  our  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive ;  it  should  embrace  the  whole  subject, 
and  be  settled  by  law  what  currency  shall  be 
received  for  the  payment  of  the  revenues,  not 
only  from  the  lands,  but  from  customs,  and  all 
other  dues.  The  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
hangs  over  this  subject  ought  to  be  removed. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  rescinding  the  Treasury  order,  even  if 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  rule  it  prescribes  was 
not  one  which  it  would  be  expedient  and  just 
to  establish  as  a  settled  policy. 


Monday,  December  26. 

The  Expunging  Eesolution. 

Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to 
expunge  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1834,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  the  President  for  removing  tlie  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  &c. ;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [The  resolution  is  in 
the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  same  sub- 
ject introduced  by  Mr.  Benton  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.] 


Ttjesdat,  December  27. 
Admission  of  MicMgan. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  doc- 
uments, stating  that  Michigan  had  complied 
with  the  regulations  of  the  conditional  act  of 
admission. 

Mr.  Geunby  moved  that  the  Message  and 
documents  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked  that,  as  the  President 
had  given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisite  terms  of  admission,  and 
as  he  had  said  that  he  should  have  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly,  had  the  information 
arrived  during  the  recess  of*Congress,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint 
resolution  of  admission  should  forthwith  be 
passed  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Geundt  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and  on  this  account : 
that  the  first  convention  had  not  assented  to  the 
terms  of  admission,  but  another  convention  had 
decided  to  accede  to  the  proposition  made  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
inquiry  now  was,  are  the  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  admission  ?  The  decision 
of  which  question  depends  on  information  which 
ought  to  be  ascertained  before  the  actual  admis- 
sion, though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  all  was  right,  and,  if  the  information 
had  come  during  the  recess,  he  would  have  act- 
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ed  accordingly.  Mr.  G.  had  no  design  to  pro- 
duce any  delay,  by  a  reference  to  a  committee. 
He  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion. 

The  Message  was  referred. 

27ie  Treasury  Circular. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Ewiitg,  of  Ohio,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  or 
substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Eives  to  that  resolu- 
tion ;  which  substitute  proposes  to  refuse  to 
receive  for  the  public  dues  the  bills  of  such 
banks  as  issiied,  after  certain  specified  periods, 
bills  under  certain  specified  denominations ;  the 
substitute  also  leaving  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
posit banks  to  refuse  such  funds  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  PIuBBAED  addressed  the  Chair :  Mr.  Pres- 
ident^The  first  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  the 
Treasury  order — "the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is 
called— of  the  11th  of  July,  1836.  The  second 
is  intended  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  by  his  authorized  agents,  from  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  received  for  customs, 
or  for  the  public  lands,  and  prohibiting  him 
from  making  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  so 
receivable  between  diffetent  individuals,  or  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  the  public  rev- 
enue. The  main  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
rescind  the  order  of  the  Executive,  bearing  date 
on  the  nth  of  July,  1836,  directed  to  "receivers 
of  public  money  and  to  the  deposit  banks." 

Can  this  be  accomplished  ?  Is  this  matter 
within  our  power?  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
these  resolutions  should  pass  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  the  object  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  thereby  be  efifected. 
If  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  was  is- 
sued by  authority  of  law,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law 
upon  which  the  order  is  based,  and  which  gave 
authority  for  issuing  the  order.  If  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  issued 
in  pursuance  of  law,  the  order  itself  is  of  no 
effect ;  and  any  resolution  which  we  could  pass, 
rescinding  such  'ft,n  order,  would  be  alike  inef- 
fectual. 

If  the  Secretary  had  the  legai  power  to  send 
forth  the  order,  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  con- 
trol of  Congress.  If  the  Secretary,  or  the  Pres- 
ident, through  the  Secretary,  had  the  right  to 
promulgate  the  circular,  he  may  be  answerable 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  that  right ; 
but  the  act  cannot  itself  be  repealed  by  any  leg- 
islation of  Congress. 

If  the  Secretary  had  not  the  autnority,  the 
power,  the  right  to  issue  the  order,  then  the 
order  itself  is  perfectly  nugatory. 

The  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of 
the  Government.  The  Senate  can  have  no 
more  power  over  the  rightful  acts  of  that  branch 
of  the  Government,  than  it  has  over  an  order 


of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  an  order  of 
the  Judiciary. 

One  branch  of  the  Government,  exercising 
its  powers  and  its  duties  within  the  constitution 
and  the  law,  cannot  have  its  acts  rescinded  and 
set  at  nought  by  the  action  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  Government. 

If  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law, 
the  mode  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it  is  objection- 
able, and,  in  my  view,  unwari-antable.  If  not 
issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adoption  of  the 
•resolution  would  seem  to  me  equally  objection- 
able and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the 
ofiioer  should  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amena- 
ble for  such  an  assumption  of  power.  It  there- 
fore occurs  to  me,  that  the  object  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be  attained  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  the  last  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to 
prohibit  receivers  from  accepting  the  paper  of  ♦ 
local  banks,  under  any  circumstances,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes,  in  terms, 
to  take  the  power  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable ;  and,  should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect 
shall  be  produced  whatever,  it  will  be  to  ex- 
clude from  the  ofiioes  of  our  receivers  all  local 
bank  paper.  They  would  be  bound  to  take 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  nnless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperative  and 
obligatory ;  and  if  that  be  so,  the  Executive 
had  no  authority  to  restrain  the  legal  operation 
of  that  resolution ;  for,  if  binding,  it  gives  to 
the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  infringed 
or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the 
order  of  July  11,  1836,  was  unauthorized,  the 
resolution  to  rescind  it  would  be  unnecessary. 
Its  adoption  could  not  prevent  the  immediate 
promulgation  of  a  similar  order,  in  case  the  Ex- 
ecutive, charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law.s, 
should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so.  ■  To 
accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  in  view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  it- 
self; we.mnst  go  to  the  law  on  which  that  order 
was  based,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  it  is 
presumed  that  the  order  in  question  was  issued. 
To  render  the  order  of  no  effect,  we  must 
amend  the  law. 

I  propose, -Mr.  President,  first  to  examine  the 
question,  whether  the  Executive  had  a  legal 
authority  to  issue  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1836  ;  and,  if  he  had  the  power,  whether  it  was 
a  matter  of  policy  for  him  to  exercise  it  at  the 
time  and  under  the  circumstances  he  did. 

Had  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  power  to  issue  the  order  of 
the  nth  of  July  last? 

On  this  point  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  bo  clear  and  free  from 
difficulty ;  and  so  far  from  its  being  a  wanton 
assumption  of  power,  so  far  from  its  being  ille- 
gal, it^  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
requisitions  of  existing  laws,  and  which  the 
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President,  cliarged  witli  tlieir  execution,  was 
bound  to  issue  if  Le  considered  tlie  public  inter- 
est demanded  it. 

I  cannot,  tlien,  consider  tlie  order  of  tlie  11th 
July  last  as  illegal — as  against  tlie  material  bind- 
ing provisions  of  tlie  resolution  of  tlie  30tli 
April,  1816.  I  cannot  regard  tbe  issuing  of  that 
order  as  any  assumption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  President.  And,  for  aught  I  see,  the 
order  must  stand,  unless  the  President  shall  see 
fit  himself  to  withdraw  it ;  or  unless  Congress, 
by  its  own  legislation,  shall  take  away  the  foun- 
datioii  upon  which  that  order  rests — shall  pass 
some  law  that  shall  render  the  order  itself  inop- 
erative. 

In  reference  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of 
that  measure,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion  is  entertained  by  different 
portions  of  the  business  community.  The  Pres- 
ident says  that  he  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  witli  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
funds,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people  gener- 
ally. No  man,  unless  familiarly  acquainted 
with  the  state  and  condition  of  the  banks  which 
had  in  deposit  the  juiblic  funds,  the  practices 
of  those  institutions  with  reference  to  the  facil- 
ities furnished  to  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
domain,  the  amount  of  the  actual  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  means  used  in  making 
these  acquisitions  from  time  to  time,  could  de- 
termine the  policy,  expediency,  or  necessity,  sf 
such  an  order  as  that  which  was  issued  on  the 
11th  of  July  last. 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to 
direct  the  issuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are 
given  in  the  circular,  and  in  the  Message,  and 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
It  seems  to  me  they  were  reasons  in  no  way 
conflicting  with  the  constitution  or  the  law. 
Certainly  some  of  the  very  reasons  had  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  To  save  the  pub- 
lic domain  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  spec- 
ulators, to  prevent  an  improper  use  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  in  deposit,  to  check  the  issues  of  over- 
trading banks,  and  to  save  the  property  of  the 
nation,  were  among  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Executive  to  send  forth  the  specie  circular. 
And  these  very  considerations  were  reiterated 
time  and  again  on  this  floor  in  the  course  of  the 
last  session,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  safety 
of  the  money  of  the  nation  then  deposited  in 
the  State  banks. 

The  President,  then,  was  bound,  if  the  rea- 
sons stated  were  founded  in  fact,  to  issue  this 
order,  Avhich  was  to  effect  the  very  objects  so 
much  desired  at  the  last  session — the  safety  of 
the  public  funds,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
public  domain.  The  order  could  never  have 
been  issued  from  any  political  considerations — 
from  any  desire  for  individual  popularity:  every 
man  must  have  known  that  its  political  effect 
would  have  been  precisely  that  which  has  been 
produced.  Higher  considerations  than  a  thirst 
for  personal  popularity,  or  for  political  distinc- 
tion, must  have  prompted  the  President  to  have 


issued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than  a 
settled  conviction  that  the  public  interest  de- 
manded the  measure.  He  designed  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  and  it  remains  now  for 
Congress  to  decide  whether  any  thing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  shall  be  done  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  to 
the  charge  made  against  the  Secretary,  for  the 
course  pursued  by  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bill.  I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks,  had  I  not  wished  to 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  of  that 
measure.  I  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  vote  has 
received  the  decided  sanction  of  the  yeomanry 
of  New  Hampshire.  The  bill  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  unexampled  majorities, 
and  yet  the  minority  in  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  comprise  some 
of  our  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots.  The  bill,  as  it  passed,  was  most  em- 
phatically and  most  truly  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  bill  for  the  regulation,  deposit,  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  whole 
country.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt,  with  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  that  measure.  The 
thirteenth  section  of  that  bill,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  the  States  receiving  their 
proportion  of  the  surplus  shall  pledge  their 
faith  "  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part 
thereof,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  Treasury."  Whatever  may  be  the 
practical  operation  of  this  measure,  it  was  re- 
garded at  the  time  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  local  banks  having  the  public 
money  in  deposit,  and  to  transfer  from  those 
banks  portions  of  the  common  fund  to  places 
of  greater  security,  the  respective  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  I  cannot  believe  that  among 
those  then  belonging  to  the  Senate,  who  gave 
to  this  bill  their  support,  there  was  a  single  in- 
dividual of  the  number,  who  would  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  the  idea  of  taxing,  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing money  to  the  people.  I  never  could 
have  yielded  my  assent  to  any  such  principle ; 
and,  in  voting  for  the  deposit  bill,  no  Senator 
could  believe  that  he  was  thereby  yielding  his 
assent  to  any  such  doctrine.  I  hold  it  to  be  sub- 
versive of  the  very  foundation  upon  which  rests 
our  representative  Government.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple is  opposed  to  the  best  and  purest  feelings 
of  patriotism ;  to  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the  ge- 
nius of  our  free  institutions.  I  never  could  have 
given  my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bill. 
This  character  has  been  most  unjustly  given  to 
this  measure  here  and  elsewhere.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  so  understood  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  States.  The  legislative  act  of  New 
Hampshire  shows  most  clearly  the  sentiments 
of  that  State  with  reference  to  this  measure. 
She  has  voted  to  receive  her  portion  of  the 
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money ;  but  the  legislation  of  that  State  has 
most  sacredly  guarded  the  principal  as  right- 
fully belonging  to  the  United  States ;  that  while 
she  considers  herself  justly  entitled  to  the  beue- 
'ficial  use  of  her  portion  of  the  surplus,  so  long 
as  it  shall  remain  uncalled  for,  she  holds  the 
principal  to  be  of  right  the  property  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  It  is  true  that  New  Hamp- 
shire by  her  act  will  deposit  her  share  of  the 
fund  among  the  several  towns  of  that  State  for 
safe  keeping.  But  the  State  possesses  the  power, 
by  her  distress  warrants,  to  enforce  collection 
at  any  time,  agaipst  any  town  which  should 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  when  demanded ;  and 
the  pending  act  subjects  the  town  to  indict- 
ment, in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the 
money  therein  deposited  should  be  used  for  any 
purpose ;  and  the  court  are  required  to  impose 
on  such  a  town  a  fine  equal  to  the  part  of  the 
principal  thus  appropriated,  and  to  issue  execu- 
tion against  any  such  a  town,  to  he  levied  and 
collected  in  the  usual  mode.  Thus  had  his  own 
State  managed  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and 
gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  whenever  occa- 
sion shall  demand  that  any  portion  of  tliis 
money  should  be  returned  to  the  National 
Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  State  will  promptly  and  properly 
comply  with  such  a  demand. 


Wednesday,  December  28. 

Unexpended  Appropriations. 

Mr.  Bentou-  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the 
document  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which 
had  been  called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had 
come  in  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  a  document 
showing  the  unexpended  balances  of  appropri- 
ations which  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  amount  of 
each  balance,  the  object  to  which  it  was  appli- 
cable, and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  the 
appropriation  was  made.  It  was  the  amplifica- 
tion and  substantiation  of  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  in  which  he  said  that  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,636,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,636,062  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  deposit  banks,  and  which  are 
outstanding  appropriations,  to  be  met  by  re- 
imbursements from  tlie  States,  if  the  revenue 
fall  short  of  meeting  them ;  and  that  this  large 
amount  unexpended  was  the  effect  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  period  at  which  the  appropriations 
had  been  made.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lions has  been  called  a  surplus,  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use;  and  it  would  seem 
that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were  for 
treating  the  deposit  act  as  a  distribution  law, 
and  using  the  money  deposited  with  them,  as 
if  the  Government  in  reality  had  no  use  for  it. 
Nothing,  he  said,  could  be  more  erroneous  than 
tliis  idea.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  millions 
were  not  a  surplus,  but  appropriated  money- 
appropriated  too  late  to  be  used  this  year,  but 


remaining  applicable  to  its  objects,  under  the 
act  of  1795,  for  two  full  years  after  the  year  in 
which  the  appropriation  was  made.     The  doc- 
ument contains  a  detailed  statement  of  each 
object,  and  in  the  list  would  be  found  objects 
belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  every  State  would  find  some  objects 
near  and  dear  to  itself,  and  for  which  the  State 
had  been  long  soliciting.     Among  these  objects 
were  the  branch  mints  in  the  South  and  in  New 
Orleans,  the  custom-houses  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  the  Treasury  and  Patent  Offices  in  this 
city,    many   fortifications,    roads,    and   block- 
houses, w;est  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  half  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  on  which  alone  the  balance  was 
$4,245,000.     This  latter  was  a  good  specimen  of 
the  whole  of  these  delayed  appropriations,  and 
illustrated  the  manner  practised  at  the  last  ses- 
sion to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.    First, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
exertions  made  to  defeat  it ;  then  the  appro- 
priation law  under  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  then  all  possible 
efforts  made  to  defeat  it.     Finally,  on  the  2d 
day  of  July,  the  appropriation  passed ;  and  then 
Mr.  John  Ross,  a  true  coadjutor  of  the  surplns 
party,  went  home  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
receiving  the  money ;  and  succeeded ;  and  so 
silved  this  four  millions  and  a  quarter  for  dis- 
tribution, as  a  part  of  that  unavoidable  surplns 
for  which  the  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
herself  is  told,  the  Federal  Government  has  no 
use !     Now,  there  was  some  use  for  this  fonr 
and  a  quarter   millions.     The  United   States 
would  have  to  raise  it  otherwise  if  she  did  not 
get  it  back  from  the  States  ;  for  the  compact    ' 
with  Georgia,  made  thirty-four  years  ago,  and 
by  which  the  United  States  obtained  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  will  have  to  be   carried  into 
effect.     And  so  of  every  object  mentioned  in 
the  document.     There  were  above  two  hundred 
of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  each  of  them  into  effect ; 
for  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  this  head  of  mine,  (said  Mr.  B.,  putting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead,)  this  head  of  mine,  as 
belonging  to  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, was  now  occupied  with  iiis  subject,  and 
was  considering  how  far  duties  could  be  reduc- 
ed, and  how  fiir  they  would  have  to  be  kept 
up,  and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must 
be  retained  to  supply  the  place  of  these  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions,  if  the  deposit  act  is 
perverted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a  distribu- 
tion law.     Now,  he  wanted  this  fact  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  the  States  in  such  form 
that  it  could  not  bo  disputed.     He  would  there- 
fore move  to  have  this  document  printed,  and 
five  copies  sent  to  the  Governor  of  each  State, 
ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islatures,  and  1,000  extra  copies  be  supplied 
to  the  Senate  for  its  distribution. 

Mr.  CALnouN  rose  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks on  the  vei-y  extraordinm-y  motion  of  the 
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Senator  from  Missouri,  and  to  ask  for  tlae  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question.  The  sending  out 
this  paper  in  the  manner  proposed  would  make 
an  erroneous  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
to  whom  it  would  he  sent,  and  would  he  an 
unusual  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice 
of  the  Senate.  Did  not  every  Senator  know 
that  there  was  a  large  amount  left  in  the  Treas- 
ury, say  five  millions  of  dollars,  hy  the  deposit 
law  of  the  last  session,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing these  halances?  Did  not  every  Senator 
know  that,  hy  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  there  were  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  these  appropriations  that  would  not 
he  wanted,  and  were  therefore  transferred  to 
the  surplus  fund  in  pursuance  of  a  standing 
law  ?  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum 
in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
Government?  He  knew,  Mr.  0.  said,  that 
every  exertion  would  be  made  in  order  to  de- 
feat the  deposit  bill  at  this  session.  He  knew 
well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought — a 
battle  in  whicli  the  people  would  be  on  one 
side,  and  the  office-holders  and  office-seekers  on 
the  other. 

Election  of  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chaplain.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Goodman,  having  re- 
ceived 22  votes,  was  duly  elected. 


Thtjesdat,  December  29. 

Admission  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Gktjndy,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  which  was, 
by  consent,  read  twice. 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive 
its  third  reading ;  it  was  but  short ;  the  facts 
of  the  case  were  well  known. 

Mr.  EwiNG  objected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its 
third  x-eading  at  this  time.  It  was  far  too  im- 
portant in  its  character  to  be  hurried  through 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  OALnouN  joined  in  the  objection.  He 
had  not  looked  mucli  at  the  question  involved 
in  tlie  bill,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case ;  but,  assuming  them  to  be  as 
had  been  stated  in  the  President's  Message,  this 
was  one  of  the  very  gravest  questions  ever  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainly  one 
■which  required  to  be  maturely  considered,  and 
carefully  weighed.  He  wished  moi-e  time  for 
reflection :  first,  that  he  might  more  accurately 
ascertain  what  the  facts  were ;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  might  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with  the 
care  they  demanded.  He  presumed  others  were 
of  like  mind ;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
that  day  week. 

Mr.  Grundy  did  not  object  to  allowing  gen- 
tlemen a  reasonable  time,  but  thought  the  day 


named  too  distant.  There  was  one  good  rea- 
son why  the  bill  should  receive  an  earlier  con- 
sideration :  the  distribution  of  the  deposits  was 
to  take  place  soon  after  the  1st  day  of  January 
next,  and  it  was  desirable,  if  the  hill  was  to  pass 
at  all,  that  it  passed  early  enough  to  admit  the 
State  of  Michigan  to  receive,  with  her  sisters 
of  tlie  confederacy,  her  due  proportion  of  the 
public  moneys;  but  if  the  whole  subject  was 
put  ofi',  as  had  been  moved,  the  passage  of  the 
bill  might  he  so  far  delayed  as  to  render  this 
impossible.  This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  as  early  an  attention  to  the  subject 
as  possible.  As  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  they 
were  detailed  in  the  President's  Message,  and  in 
the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with 
the  bill :  he  was  fuUy  aware  that  they  present- 
ed a  case,  in  regard  to  which  the  judgments  of 
gentlemen  might  widely  differ ;  but  the  facts 
themselves  were  few,  and  might  soon  be  told. 
In  June  last,  Congress  had  passed  a  hill  declar- 
ing that,  on  certain  conditions  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should  be 
received  into  the  Union :  one  of  which  was, 
that  certain  boundary  lines  should  be  assigned 
to  the  State ;  and  another,  that  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the 
express  purpose,  should  express  their  assent  to 
these  conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  tlie 
confederacy  on  the  terms  prescribed.  The  act 
contained  no  directions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  such  convention  should  he  called.  A 
convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  ;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  reject 
the  conditions  of  admission,  and  communicated 
such  dissent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  farther  reflection,  however,  with- 
out any  particular  form  of  legislation,  the  peo- 
ple themselves  had  since  spontaneously  met  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  called  a  second  con- 
vention, hy  which  body  it  had  been  agreed  to 
accept  the  conditions  of  the  law,  and  thus  to 
enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  ascertain- 
ed that  from  5,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  latter 
convention  had  been  cast  for  the  same  mem- 
bers who  had  formerly  decided  to  refuse  the 
terms  of  admission,  and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in 
favor  of  men  of  a  different  opinion.  This,  he 
believed,  was  about  as  correct  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  as  could  be  obtained  by 
greater  delay.  The  question  was  certainly  open 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter  con- 
vention, on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion ;  but  as  to  the  facts  there 
could  be  no  dispute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  although  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  had,  at  the  date  of  the  first 
convention,  been  opposed  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  admission,  yet,  at  the  time  the  last 
was  held,  an  overflowing  majority  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  measure.  When  these  facts  should 
be  found  and  admitted  to  be  as  stated,  Mr.  G. 
should  give  his  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  consequence.  But  he  was  anxious  that  the 
law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to 
get  her  proportion  of  the  pubhc  money.    The 
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Secretary  could  not  make  the  distribution  on 
the  first  of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  would 
not  then  be&n,  but  he  might  probably  be  in 
circumstances  to  do  so  within  ten  days  there- 
after. 

Mr.  Calhotjh  said  that  no  Senator  was  more 
anxious  that  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should 
be  received  into  the  confederacy  than  himself, 
or  could  be  more  willing  that  she  should  obtain 
her  due  proportion  of  the  public  money  placed 
in  deposit  with  the  several  States.  He  desired 
to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  would 
vary  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  that  this  bill 
be  made  the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday, 
he  presumed,  would  scarcely  be  a  business  day, 
and-  many  of  the  members  might  be  absent.) 
According,  however,  to  the  statement  given  by 
the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest,  questions  which  could  be  agitated ;  so 
grave,  indeed,  that  important  as  he  conceived 
the  deposit  act  to  be,  he  could  almost  prefer 
that  their  respective  proportions  of  the  surplus 
fand  should  be  withheld  from  all  the  States, 
than  that  a  bill  like  this  should  rashly  be  pass- 
ed. He  wished,  he  repeated  it,  more  time  for 
reflection. 

Mr.  MoKKis  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  preamble  as  reported.  Ho  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  admission. 
But,  as  the  chairman  had  correctly  stated  the 
act  of  Congress,  providing  for  her  admission, 
made  it  conditional,  and  required  her  previous 
assent  to  the  condition,  that  assent  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Mich- 
igan had  not  yet  reached  the  President  at  the 
date  of  his  last  communication,  and  therefore 
Congress  did  not  officially  know  the  fact.  The 
first  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  was 
competent  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  conven- 
tion a  valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a  con- 
vention should  be  called  for  the  express  object 
of  expressing  assent  or  dissent  to  the  conditions 
of  reception.  Now,  the  Senate  had  learned 
from  the  President's  Message  that  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  assembled  in  a  convention 
called  by  their  own  Legislature,  and  had  declar- 
ed their  dissent,  and  had  communicated  such 
dissent  to  the  President.  But,  after  this  solemn 
act  by  a  convention  legally  called,  it  seemed 
that  there  had  another  convention  been  gotten 
up  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
acts  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  founded. 
It  involved  questions  of  the  highest  magnitude. 
Mr.  M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
doings  of  the  latter  convention  could  be  no 
guide  for  the  legislation  of  Congress,  who  ought 
to  act  just  as  if  no  such  body  had  ever  met. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  third  section  of  the 
admission  law,  which  required  the  previous  as- 
sent of  the  people  of  Michigan  to  conditions 
presented  by  Congress,  was  an  imposition  upon 
that  people ;  but  the  correct  mode  would  now 


be  to  repeal  that  act  and  to  receive  the  State  at 
once.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  the 
hypothesis  that  there  was  an  unsettled  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  the  State  south  of 
her ;  but,  as  one  of  the  Senators  of  that  State, 
he  considered  the  question  of  boundary  as  fuUy 
settled.  He  was  willing  to  admit  Michigan, 
but  not  on  grounds  which  were  unfounded  in 
fact.  He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the 
bill  came  up  for  consideration,  move  to  strike 
out  the  preamble ;  it  was  intended  as  a  key  to 
the  bill ;  but  it  was  calculated  rather  to  mislead 
than  to  guide  to  the  true  principle  on  which 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  possible  that,  on 
further  reflection,  he  might  change  his  mind; 
but  such  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mr.  Getjndy  said  that  the  committee,  when 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  under  con- 
sideration that  view  of  the  subject  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  if,  on  Monday, 
the  Senate  should  concur  in  that  view,  no  re- 
gard would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  late  con- 
vention accepting  the  terms  of  admission,  and 
thus  the  object  of  admission  would  be  attained. 
But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred 
the  preamble  :  that  Michigan  could  then  never 
claim,  as  a  State,  what  Congress  had  thus  de- 
cided against.  And,  as  there  was  an  inveterate 
controversy  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  bind  Michigan,  so 
that  under  no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a  claim 
to  a  section  of  country  belonging  to  Ohio.  If 
the  preamble  should  be  stricken  out,  the  sub- 
ject would  be  more  open  to  controversy  than 
if  it  should  be  retained.  Mr.  G.  believed  that, 
by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  estopped 
from  coming  forward  and  claiming  any  thing. 
It  was  merely  on  this  ground  that  he  was  ia 
favor  of  retaining  the  preamble.  But,  to  ob- 
viate objections,  he  was  willing  that  the  bill 
should  be  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Btjohanas"  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  bill  which  had  been  reported: 
nor  did  he  purpose  to  enter  on  its  discussion ; 
but,  as  other  gentlemen  had  briefly  stated  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  he  should  in  like  man- 
ner state  what  was  his  own  view  of  the  matter. 
He  did  not  consider  the  subject  of  the  biU  as 
peculiarly  grave  or  difficult,  save  as  it  was  al- 
ways a  grave  question  whether  a  new  State 
should  be  received  into  the  Union.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  admission  act,  which  had  passed 
last  year,  was  very  plain  to  him,  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  he  had  expected  the  President 
would  have  issued  his  proclamation  at  once, 
without  referring  the  question  to  Congress  for 
decision.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  ob- 
served that  it  contained  no  provision  requiring 
any  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  Michigan, 
to  authorize  a  convention  of  the  people.  It 
would  have  been  improper  that  it  should.  He 
insisted  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  convention 
spontaneously,  without  any  application  to  the 
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Legislature  about  the  matter ;  and  if  they  had 
done  so,  the  only  question  was  whether  such 
convention  had  decided  to  accept  the  conditions 
of  admission  which  Congress  had  (very  proper- 
ly, in  his  judgment)  required.  He  believed  it 
had:  and  the  case  was  therefore  very  plain. 
He  understood  there  had  been  more  votes,  by 
2,000  on  both  sides,  given  in  this  latter  than  in 
the  first  convention  ;  and  no  tnatter  how  many 
unsuccessful  attempts  had  previously  been  made, 
if  their  consent  had  at  last  been  given,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  they  were  clearly 
entitled  to  admission.  He  should  not  enter  on 
the  argument,  but  merely  threw  out  his  opinion, 
which  he  should  be  ready,  at  the  proper  time, 
to  enforce  with  what  little  power  he  might 
command. 

Mr,  Ewraa  concurred  with  his  colleague  (Mr, 
MouEis)  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention 
held  in  Michigan  was  altogether  illegal  and  un- 
authorized. He  saw  in  it  nothing  which  was 
entitled  to  be  called  a  convention  of  the  people. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  He  had  not  examined  the  hill  itself,  and 
could  not  say  what  might  be  his  opinion  of  it, 
should  the  preamble  be  stricken  out ;  but  how 
much  soever  it  might  operate  as  an  estoppel 
to  the  new  State  of  Michigan  from  ever  here- 
after mooting  again  the  vexed  question  of  her 
boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  having 
that  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a 
mere  fiction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  the  admission  act, 
to  show  the  conditions  of  admission.]  Now, 
did  any  one  suppose  that  it  was  a  fulfilment  of 
this  condition  for  the  people  to  rise  up  in  their 
primary  assemblies,  without  legal  organization 
or  civil  authority,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission  ?  Was  society  thus 
to  be  reduced  to  its  elements,  and  was  it  to  act 
without  social  organization  ?  The  act  of  Con- 
gress had  recognized  no  such  principle ,  it  had 
recognized  the  principle  of  social  organization  ; 
and  to  hold  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  such  an 
assemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the 
name  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  was,  in 
his  judgment,,  so  strange  as  to  amount  almost  to 
an  absurdity.  Interested  or  not,  he  thought,  in 
all  fairness,  the  estoppel  effected  by  such  an 
act  of  assent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and 
held  binding.  It  was  based  upon  an  act  that 
was  wholly  void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  had  voted ;  but  where 
was  the  evidence  of  any  regular  social  organi- 
zation in  the  convention  ?  What  guarantee  did 
Congress  possess  that  it  had  been  convened  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ?  Who 
voted  ?  Who  notified  the  people  at  large  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting  ?  Did  the  people  all 
consent  to  such  time,  and  such  place  ?  It  was, 
at  least,  not  probable  they  did.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
some  regular  and  recognized  authority  in  all 
their  proceedings.  A,  B,  and  0,  in  a  particular 
county,  declaring  that  they  would  meet  to  con- 
sider this  public  question,  did  not  lay  the  basis 
of  a  convention.    How  had  the  election  of 


members  of  the  convention  been  conducted  ? 
Who  had  been  the  judges  of  election  ?  had  they 
been  sworn  ?  if  so,  their  oath  must  have  been 
extrajudicial.  And  who  had  been  permitted  to 
vote  ?  It  had  been  said,  there  were  two  thou- 
sand more  votes  given  on  either  side  than  in 
the  first  convention.  That  that  number  of 
votes  had  been  counted  he  did  not  doubt ;  but 
where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  been 
given  ?  No  warrant,  or  qualifications  of  voters, 
had  been  alluded  to.  Mr.  E.  had  no  objection 
to  the  admission  of  Michigan,  hut  let  it  be  done 
regularly,  and  in  a  proper  manner ;  and  let 
nothing  like  trick  be  practised  upon  the  people 
of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  improperly 
obtained  against  their  claims. 

Mr.  MoKEis  was  very  thankful  for  information 
that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  par- 
ties stood  in  the  discussion.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  BuoHAisrAN)  thus :  that  all  which 
was  required  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
that  they  should  choose  a  convention,  and  that 
such  convention  should  assent  to  the  act  of  ad- 
mission. The  gentleman  even  went  further ;  if 
one  convention  had  failed,  the  people  might 
choose  another,  and  so  go  on  ad  infinitum. 
This  doctrine,  Mr.  M.  thought,  went  directly 
to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  society,  and 
to  destroy  all  tlie  obligations  of  law.  It 
amounted  to  this :  that  if  an  act  of  Congress 
should  he  passed  for  the  punishment  of  an 
offence,  which  act  required  a  judicial  investiga- 
tion, the  people  might,  notwithstanding,  rise 
in  an  original  assembly,  and  themselves  infiict 
the  punishment. 

Again :  if  Michigan  had  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion, it  was  bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution. 
But  this  proposed  act  of  Congress  would  give 
the  people  of  Michigan  the  power  to  amend 
and  add  to  that  constitution.  Mr.  M.  thought 
that  doctrines  of  this  kind  ought  not  to  he  tol- 
erated. And  if  such  an  original  convention 
was  proper,  how  was  it  to  be  created  ?  Was 
one  county  to  notify  another,  or  one  individual 
another  ?  or  how  was  it  to  be  done  ?  If  the 
people  of  Michigan  might  act  in  this  irregular 
way,  then  so  might  the  people  of  any  of  the 
States,  and  all  government  and  law  would  be 
thus  already  dissolved  into  their  original  ele- 
ments, and  the  whole  fabric  of  our  institutions 
Avould  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And  the  fault 
would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Michig.m 
as  in  this  proposed  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  M. 
thought  much  mischief  would  foDow  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  with  such  a  preamble.  It 
would  be  establishing  by  Congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  law,  but  by 
popular  frenzy.  When  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  passed  the  law  authorizing  a  conven- 
tion, was  there  any  objection  made  to  that  law  ? 
But  why  pass  the  law,  if  the  people  might  rise 
in  an  original  convention  ?  It  was  such  a  con- 
vention that  at  least  accepted  the  terras  of  ad- 
mission— a  convention  which,  as  the  President 
had  informed  us,  was  got  up  without  law ;  and 
the  President  had  therefore  not  issued  his  proc- 
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lamation  of  admission.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  M. 
that  all  this  was  a  wide  departure  from  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  ;  and  he 
should,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  move  to 
strikp  out  the  preamble. 

Mr.  BuonAifAN  regretted  that,  in  expressing 
a  mere  general  opinion,  he  had  unintentionally 
given  rise  to  the  present  discussion.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  who  had  just  taken  his  seat, 
had  stated  the  ground  he  had  taken  in  such 
strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  supposed  that  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  should  attempt  to  convince 
him  of  the  contrary,  he  would  labor  in  vain. 
That  honorable  Senator  had.discovered  that  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  a  great  latitudinarian  ;  and  that, 
if  the  principles  he  had  stated  should  once  be 
admitted,  every  thing  would  run  to  confusion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only 
legislate  for  themselves,  but  execute  justice  al- 
so ! — (he  presumed  by  Lynch  law.)  But  he 
denied  the  justice  of  any  such  inferences  from 
his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the  first 
convention  been  held?  Not  from  any  power 
given  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  convention. 
"Why,  then,  had  such  an  act  been  passed? 
Clearly  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Michi- 
gan had  been  acting  as  a  sovereign  State,  and 
Congress  had  been  treating  with  her  touching 
her  admission  into  the  Union.  It  had  been 
very  proper  in  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  a 
law ;  but  the  convention  assembled  under  it 
had  proved  inefiectual.  Congress  had  acted 
wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  give  validity  to  the  convention.  The 
sovereign  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  just  what  they 
should  please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  Legis- 
lature refused  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  conven- 
tion, the  people  would  still  have  possessed  the 
right  to  meet  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and 
make  their  wishes  known  to  the  Legislature. 
He  admitted  that  Congress  should  first  be  satis- 
fied that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  had  actually  concurred  in  the  con- 
ditions of  admission.  But,  when  this  was  pro- 
vided, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to 
receive  the  new  State.  It  was  her  right  to 
come  in.  He  should  not  go  into  the  argument 
at  this  time ;  when  the  bill  came  up,  he  should 
be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senators  from  Ohio 
in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  was  impossible  that  any 
question  could  arise  about  the  admission,  on 
which  every  gentleman  had  not  already  made 
up  his  mind.  The  subject  had  already  been 
four  or  five  years  before  Congress.  Mr.  B.  in- 
sisted that  the  ques,tion  was  a  mere  question  of 
right— a  right  which  existed  four  years  ago, 
but  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fought  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  friends  of  the  admission  had  de- 
termined to  sit  it  out.  The  admission  had  been 
resisted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  histoi-y  of 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  ofl' 
tin  Monday,  when  the  Senate  had  rather  occa- 


sion to  sit  at  night  in  these  short  days ;  and  the 
nights  would  be  necessary  for  the  discussion  of 
this  question.  If  all  the  questions  brought  for- 
ward should  be  discussed,  they  must  begin  with 
Adam,  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  original  conventions. 
There  was  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Mon- 
day. All  the  time  would  be  little  enough  for 
them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  pent  up  within 
them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject.  But 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  should  come, 
Mr.  B.  would  come  and  sit  down  in  his  chair, 
and  would  camp  on  this  ground  till  Michigan 
should  be  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  2,  1837. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  John  MoKinlet,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  Pbeston  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day. 

Land  Bill. 
Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill, 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  the  whole 
bill  save  the  enacting  clause,  and  substituting 
another  which  restricts  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  to  them  in  small 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  guards 
against  its  being  evaded  by  speculators. 

Admission  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Getimdy  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  the  motion ;  the 
documents  accompanying  the  bill  had  but  this 
morning  been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and  no  time 
had  been  allowed  for  even  reading  them  over. 

Mr.  Geundy  insisted  on  his  motion.  Of  one 
point  he  was  fully  satisfied — that  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  be  received  into  the  Union ;  on  this, 
he  presumed  there  would  be  but  little  difference 
of  opinion,  the  chief  difficulty  having  respect 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  done.  There 
seemed  more  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  more  debate,  touching 
the  preamble  concerning  the  bill  itself;  but  he 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  subject. 
Congress  were  daily  passing  laws  the  effect  of 
which  pressed  immediately  upon  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  concerning  which  they  were  en- 
titled to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon  this 
fioor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  admission 
ought  to  receive  the  immediate  action  of  the 
Senate.  As  to  the  documents,  they  were  not 
numerous.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina might  readily  run  his  eye  over  them,  and 
he  would  perceive  that  the  facts  of  the  case 
were  easily  understood.    Indeed,  there  was  but 
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one  of  any  consequence,  respecting  which,  there 
was  any  controversy. 

The  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  hill,  as  follows : 

A  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  tTnion 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a  convention 
of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State 
of  Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their 
assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michi- 
gan, as  described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and 
by  the  said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act :  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  State  of  Michigan 
shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  efieot  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the 
public  money,"  shall  consider  the  State  of  Michigan 
as  being  one  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MoEBis  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions 
to  strike  out  the  preamble. 

Mr.  Oalhoust  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

To  understand  fully  the  objection  to  this 
hill,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  cor- 
rect conception  of  the  facts.  They  are  few, 
and  may  he  briefly  told. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Legislature,  authorized  the  people  to  meet 
in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
State  Government.  They  met  accordingly,  and 
agreed  upon  a  constitution,  which  they  forth- 
with transmitted  to  Congress.  It  was  fully 
discussed  in  this  chamber,  and,  objectionable 
as  the  instrument  was,  an  act  was  finally  passed, 
which  accepted  the  constitution,  and  declared 
Michigan  to  he  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union,  on  the  single  condition,  that  she  should, 
by  a  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act.  Soon  after 
our  adjournment  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ] 
of  Michigan  (for  she  had  been  raised  by  our 
assent  to  the  dignity  of  a  State)  called  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act,  which  met  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed, at  Ann  Harbor.  After  full  discussion,  the 
convention  ^^'ithheld  its  assent,  and  formally 
transmitted  the  result  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  part  of  the 
story.  I  will  now  give  the  sequel.  Since  then, 
during  the  last  month,  a  self-constituted  assem- 
bly met,  professedly  as  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  but  without  the  authority 


of  the  State.  This  unauthorized  and  lawless 
assemblage  assume  the  high  function  of  giving 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the  con- 
dition of  admission,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress.  They  communicated  their  assent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he  to 
the  Senate.  The  Senate  referred  his  Message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  that 
committee,  on  its  own  authority,  reported  this 
present  hill  for  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  the  facts  out  of  which  grows  the 
important  question,  had  this  self-constituted 
assembly  the  authority  to  assent  for  the  State  ? 
Had  they  the  authority  to  do  what  is  implied 
in  giving  assent  to  the  condition  of  admission  ?  ' 
That  assent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  the 
constitutional  compact  which  binds  these  States 
in  one  confederated  body ;  imposes  on  her  all 
its  ohHgations,  and  confers  on  her  all  its  bene- 
fits. Had  this  irregular,  self-constituted  assem- 
blage the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and 
solemn  acts  of  sovereignty  in  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  ?  She  could  only  come  in  as 
a  State,  and  none  could  act  or  speak  for  her 
without  her  express  authority ;  and  to  assume 
the  authority  without  her  sanction  is  nothing 
short  of  treason  against  the  State. 

Again :  the  assent  to  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress  implies  an  authority  in  those  who 
gave  it  to  supersede  in  part  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  Michigan;  for  her  constitution 
fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as  part  of  that 
instrument  which  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  and  to  that  extent  the  assent 
would  supersede  the  constitution ;  and  thus 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-con- 
stituted assembly,  styling  itself  a  convention, 
had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessari- 
ly implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the 
constitution. 

But  further :  The  State  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Legislature,  authorized  a  convention  of  the 
people,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  con- 
dition of  admission  should  he  assented  to  or  not. 
The  convention  met ;  and,  after  mature  deliber- 
ation, it  dissented  to  the  condition  of  admis- 
sion ;  and  thus  again  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called,  self-constituted  assem- 
blage, this  caucus — for  it  is  entitled  to  no  high- 
er name — had  the  authority  to  annul  the 
dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly  given  hy  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  regularly  convoked  un- 
der the  express  authority  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  ? 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  negative — if  the  self-created  assemblage 
of  December  had  no  authority  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Michigan — if  none  to 
supersede  any  portion  of  her  constitution — if 
none  to  annul  her  dissent  to  the  condition  of 
admission  regularly  given  hy  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State,  to  introduce  her  on  its 
authority  would  he  not  only  revolationary  and 
dangerous,  but  utterly  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
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pies  of  our  constitution.  The  question  then 
submitted  to  the  Senate  is,  had  that  assemblage 
the  authority  to  perform  these  high  and  solemn 
acts? 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary holds  that  this  self-constituted  assemblage 
had  the  authority;  and  what  is  Ms  reason? 
Why,  truly,  because  a  greater  number  of  votes 
were  given  for  those  who  constituted  that  as- 
semblage than  for  those  who  constituted  the 
convention  of  the  people  of  the  State,  convened 
under  its  constituted  authorities.  This  argu- 
ment resolves  itself  into  two  questions — the 
first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I 
shall  not  discuss  the  first.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  do  so.  But  if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  never  was  so  important  a  fact  so 
loosely  testified.  There  is  not  one  particle  of 
official  evidence  before  us.  We  had  nothing 
but  the  private  letters  of  individuals,  who  do 
not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion ;  they  know  nothing  of  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were 
received,  nor  by  whom  counted.  Now,  none 
knows  better  than  the  honorable  chairman  him- 
self, that  such  testimony  as  is  submitted  to  us 
to  establish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  would  not 
be  received  in  the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in 
the  land.  But  I  waive  this.  I  come  to  the 
question  of  the  principle  involved ;  and  what 
is  it  ?  The  argument  is,  that  a  greater  number 
of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention  than 
for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last, 
of  right,  abrogated  those  of  the  first ;  in  other 
words,  that  .mere  numbers,  without  regard  to 
the  forms  of  law  or  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, give  authority.  The  authority  of 
numbers,  according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside 
the  authority  of  law  and  the  constitution. 
Need  I  show  that  such  a  principle  goes  to  the 
entire  overthrow  of  our  constitutional  Govern- 
ment, and  would  subvert  all  social  order  ?  It  is 
the  identical  principle  which  prompted  the 
late  revolutionary  and  anarchical  movement  in 
Maryland,  and  which  has  done  more  to  shake 
coniidence  in  our  system  of  government  than 
any  event  since  the  adoption  of  our  constitu- 
tion, but  which  happily  has  been  frowned 
down  by  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  that  State. 

What  was  the  ground  of  this  insurrectionary 
measure,  but  that  the  government  of  Mary- 
land did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  numeri- 
cal majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and 
that  the  authority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  against  that  of  numbers.  Here  we 
find,  on  this  floor,  and  from  the  head  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  the  same  principle  reviv- 
ed, and,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  form ;  for,  in 
Maryland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  they 
were  sustained  by  the  numercial  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary 
movements ;  but  the  utmost  the  chairman  can 
pretend  to  have  is  a  mere  plurality.  The 
largest  numl5er  of  votes  claimed  for  the  self- 
created  assemblage  is  8,000 ;  and  no  man  wiU 


undertake  to  say  that  this  constitutes  any  thing 
like  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Michigan ;  and 
he  claims  the  high  authority  which  he  does  for 
it,  not  because  it  is  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  Michigan,  but  because  it  is  a  greater  number 
than  voted  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the 
people  that  refused  to  agree  to  the  condition  of 
admission.  It  may  be  shown  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, that  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Michigan 
greatly  exceed  8,000.  Mr.  Williams,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  self-created  assemblage,  stated  that 
the  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  nearly 
200,000  persons.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  less 
than  from  25,000  to  30,000  voters,  considering 
how  nearly  universal  the  right  of  suffrage  is 
under  its  constitution ;  and  it  thus  appears  that 
this  irregular,  self-constituted  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one-third  of  the  State ; 
and  yet,  on  a  mere  principle  of  plurality,  we 
are  to  supersede  the  constitution  of  Michigan, 
and  annul  the  act  of  a  convention  of  the  people 
regularly  convened  under  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  the  State. 

But,  says  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BuoHAiTAN",)  this  assembly  was  not  self- 
constituted.  It  met  under  the  authority  of  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  that  act  had  no  reference 
to  the  State,  but  only  to  the  people  ;  and  that 
the  assemblage  in  December  was  just  such  a 
meeting  as  that  act  contemplated.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  question  whether 
the  honorable  Senator  has  given  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  act,  but,  if  it  were,  I  could  very 
easily  show  his  interpretation  to  be  erroneous ; 
for,  if  such  had  been  the  intention  of  Congress, 
the  act  surely  would  have  specified  the  time 
when  the  convention  was  to  be  held,  who  were 
to  be  the  managers,  who  the  voters,  and  would 
not  have  left  it  to  individuals  who  might  choose 
to  assume  the  authority  to  determine  all  these 
important  points.  I  might  also  readily  show 
that  the  word  "  convention ''  of  the  people,  as 
used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  always  means 
a  meeting  of  the  people  regulaidy  convened  by 
the  constituted  authority  of  the  State,  in  their 
high  sovereign  capacity,  and  that  it  never 
means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. But  I  waive  this ;  I  take  higher  ground. 
If  the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  says 
it  is,  then  I  maintain  that  it  is  utterly  opposed 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  federal 
Union.  Congress  has  no  right  whatever  to  call 
a  convention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  but  one 
convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  amend  the  fed- 
eral constitution ;  nor  can  it  call  that,  except 
authorized  by  two-thirds  of  the  States. 

Ours  is  a  federal  republic— a  union  of  States. 
Michigan  is  a  State— a  State  in  the  course  of 
admission— and  differing  only  from  the  other 
States  in  her  federal  relations.  She  is  declared 
to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by 
your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  voluntary  assent, 
given  by  the  people  of  the  State  in  convention, 
called  by  the  constituted  authority  of  the  State. 
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To  admit  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the  author- 
ity of  a  self-created  meeting,  or  one  called  hj 
the  direct  authority  of  Congi'ess,  passing  by 
the  authoiities  of  the  State,  would  he  the  most 
monstrous  proceeding  under  our  constitution 
that  can  he  conceived ;  the  most  repugnant  to 
its  principles,  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences. 
It  would  establish  a  direct  relation  between  the 
individual  citizens  of  a  State  and  the  General 
Government,  in  utter  subversion  of  the  federal 
character  of  our  system.  The  relation  of  the 
citizens  to  this  Government  is  through  the 
States  exclusively.  They  are  subject  to  its  au- 
thority and  laws  only  because  the  State  has 
assented  they  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their 
assent  is  nothing ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
she  assents,  their  dissent  is  nothing.  It  is 
through  the  State,  then,  and  through  the  State 
alone,  that  the  United  States  Government  cm 
have  any  connection  with  the  people  of  a  State ; 
and  does  not,  then,  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania see,  that  if  Congress  can  authorize  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
without  the  authority  of  the  State,  it  matters 
not  what  is  the  object,  it  may  in  like  manner 
authorize  conventions  in  any  other  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper  ? 

Michigan  is  as  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any 
other ;  differing  only,  as  I  have  said,  as  to  her 
federal  relations.  If  we  give  our  sanction  to 
the  assemblage  of  December,  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
has  power  to  call  at  pleasure  conventions  with- 
in the  States.  Is  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  will  assent  to  such  a  doctrine  ?  Is  there 
one,  especially,  who  represents  the  smaller 
States  of  this  Union,  or  the  weaker  section? 
Admit  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State 
rights  would  be  destroyed.  Our  system  would 
be  subverted,  and,  instead  of  a  confederacy  of 
free  and  sovereign  States,  we  would  have  all 
power  concentrated  here,  and  this  would  he- 
come  the  most  odious  despotism.  He,  indeed, 
must  be  blind,  who  does  not  see  that  such  a 
power  would  give  the  Federal  Government  a 
complete  control  of  all  the  States.  I  caill  upon 
Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so  dangerous. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  system, 
bad  precedents  live  forever ;  good  ones  only 
perish.  "We  may  not  feel  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences at  once,  hut  this  precedent,  once  set, 
will  surely  be  received,  and  will  become  the  in- 
strument of  infinite  evil. 

It  will  be  asked,  what  shall  he  done  ?  Will 
you  refuse  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union  ? 
I  answer,  no ;  I  desire  to  admit  her ;  and  if 
the  Senators  from  Indiana  and  Ohio  will  agree, 
I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as  she  stood  at 
the  beginning  of  last  session,  without  giving 
sanction  to  the  unauthorized  assemblage  of  De- 
cember. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there 
is  still  another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted. 
Wo  are  told  that  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature 
and  people  of  Michigan  are  in  favor  of  accept- 


ing the  conditions  of  the  act  of  last  session.  If 
that  he  the  fact,  then  all  that  is  necessary  is, 
that  the  Legislature  should  call  another  conven- 
tion. All  difficulty  will  thus  be  removed,  and 
there  wiU  be  still  abundant  time  for  her  admis- 
sion at  this  session.  And  shall  we,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  a  few  months,  give  our  assent  to  a 
bill  fraught  with  principles  so  monstrous  as 
this? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  is  admit- 
ted immediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  to  re- 
ceive her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenue  un- 
der the  deposit  bill.  I  trust  that  on  so  great  a 
question  a  difficulty  like  this  will  have  no 
weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  full  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her 
admission.  I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave 
a  question  such  motives  assigned  for  her  admis- 
sion, contrary  to  the  law  and  constitution. 
Such  considerations  ought  not  to  be  presented 
when  we  are  settling  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such 
frivolous  motives  on  this  occasion,  and  take 
ground  on  the  great  and  fundamental  principle 
that  an  informal,  irregular,  self-constituted  as- 
sembly, a  mere  caucus,  has  no  authority  to 
speak  for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  case  what- 
ever ;  to  supersede  its  constitution,  or  to  reverse 
its  dissent  deliberately  given  by  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  regularly  convened 
under  its  constituted  authority. 

Mr.  Geundt  confessed  that  he  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated 
to  excite  alarm.  The  Senator  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
had  told  the  Senate  that  a  proceeding  in  Mary- 
land had  excited  more  apprehension  in  regard 
to  our  institutions  than  any  thing  that  had  oc- 
curred since  the  establishment  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Now,  that  was  the  gentleman's  opinion ; 
but  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  seen  the  time  when  there 
was  felt  more  solicitude  with  respect  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union  than  what  had  recently 
happened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  proceedings 
which  had  been  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it 
might  he  as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787  it  was  provided 
that  this  Territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  not 
by  conventions  called  for  the  purpose  of  ratify- 
ing a  proposal  made  by  Congress,  but  upon  the 
fair  condition  that  when  their  population 
should  have  amounted  to  a  certain  number. 
Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  applied  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  possessed  a  population 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  the  or- 
dinance of  1787.  But  he  should  state  that,  be- 
fore asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to 
do,  she  called  a  convention,  and  framed  a  con- 
stitution. The  General  Government  had  at 
that  time  a  riglit  (without  prescribing  the  terms 
to  he  found  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1836) 
to  receive  her  into  the  Union.  But  what  did 
Congress  do  ?    Did  they  comply  with  her  re- 
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quest,  or  witli  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  ?  No. 
Congress  prescribed  different  provisions  from 
any  to  be  found  in  the  ordinance.  Now,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  he  took  of  the  subject,  this 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  having  the 
same  right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor  as 
South  Carolina  or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  long 
time  kept  knocking  at  the  doors  of  Congress,  and 
still  they  were  shut  against  them.  He  would, 
having  said  this  much,  say  nothing  further  on 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

At  the  last  session,  and  for  some  sessions 
previous  to  that,  a  very  serious  controversy  had 
arisen  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan.  What,  he  asked,  did  Con- 
gress do,  in  its  great  desire  to  see  tranquillity 
and  harmony  restored  between  thera  ?  It  pass- 
ed the  act  of  1836.  And  yet  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Ewing)  now  wanted  to  see  no  such 
provision  as  that  contained  in  the  act  of  1836, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  Geundt)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  there  by  the  committee  in  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them. 

[Mr.  Ewijja  explained.  I  contended  for  the 
third  section.  I  thought  it  of  no  importance 
then,  nor  do  I  now.] 

Mr.  Gbundt  resumed.  He  was  speaking  of 
the  Senator's  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill, 
or  other  bills,  which  were  introduced  to  fix  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and 
before  that  was  accomplished  Senators  insisted 
that  Michigan  could  not  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Well,  what  was  the  objection  now  to 
her  admission  ?  None  that  he  could  see.  But 
when  the  Senate  came  to  pass  this  act  of  ad- 
mission, they  put  in  this  section : 

_  "  That,  as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  con- 
dition of  admission  contained  in  the  last  preceding 
■  section  of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State 
of  Michigan,  as  in  that  section  described  declared, 
and  established,  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  said 
State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent 
herein  required,"  &o. 

Now,  that  was  the  provision  to  which  this 
preamble  has  a  reference.  Did  that  section 
say  that  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Michigan 
should  call  a  convention  to  decide  on  the  sub- 
ject ?  Not  a  word  did  it  contain  to  that  effect. 
Did  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize  the 
calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
islature? Not  a  word  did  the  constitution 
contain  on  the  subject  ?  But  the  Legislature 
did  call  a  convention,  and  they  refused  to  assent 
to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

Now,  to  judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend 
putting  a  legal  construction  on  the  section,  that 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
necessary,  let  him  suppose  that  the  Legislature 
should  refuse  to  act,  and  consequently  call  no 
convention,  and  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
risen  up  una  wee,  and  given  their  assent  to  the 
meeting  in  convention,  would  gentlemen  have 
said  "  the  convention  must  be  called  by  the  Leg- 


islature ?"    Now,  this  was  the  consent  of  the 
people  of  Michigan — of  the  population  entitled 
to  vote,  residing  there.    And  shall  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  have  the  power  to  refuse  or 
grant  that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so 
important  a  subject  as  this  ?    It  seemed  to  him 
it  ought  not  to  be  required;   and,  therefore, 
the  conclusion  he  drew  from  the  question  was, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke  their 
assemblies,  the  delegates  from  which  have  a 
right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  they 
deem  proper,  ratify  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress.     If  he  were  right  in  that  conclu- 
sion, then  the  preamble  was  correct;  and  if 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  struck  out.     He  felt  no 
concern  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the  subject 
at  all.     He  was  free  to  admit  that,  without  the 
preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill. 
But  for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1836,  let 
him  tell  the  Senate,  Michigan  would  have  been 
represented  here,  and  in  the  other  House,  long 
ago.     Well,  now  the  people  have  been  called 
upon  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  have  given 
their  assent  to  the  conditions  of  Congress,  why 
should  the  Senate  cause  further  delay  in  ad- 
mitting her  ?    The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have  another 
convention.     He   (Mr.   G.)   admitted   it;   but 
every  moment  did  her  injury.     Senators  were, 
by  delay,  violating  a  greater  principle  than  that 
of  which  the  gentleman  had  spoken.     It  was  a 
greater  infraction  of  principle  than  any  known 
to  free  government. 

He  admitted,  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  testimony  establishing  the 
fact  of  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
of  great  importance,  and  in  this  case  not  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rules  of  legality ;  yet  the 
testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  Legis- 
latures would  not  refuse  to  act  upon  it,  al- 
though courts  of  justice  would  reject  it,  because 
not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses. 
But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon 
testimony  not  on  oath,  but  for  which  the  state- 
ments of  men  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  hon- 
esty, guaranteed  their  truth  ? 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  tes- 
timony produced?  Why,  that  between  five 
and  six  thousand  votes  were  given  at  the  election 
of  members  for  the  convention  in  September  last, 
and  that  from  eight  to  nine  thousand  were  given 
for  the  delegates  who  formed  the  convention  in 
December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling  upon 
the  people  of  Michigan  ?  It  was  to  know  whether 
they  were  willing  to  come  into  the  Union  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  tlie  2d  of 
March,  1836.  They  have  answered,  and  given 
their  assent.  In  one  county  there  was  given  at 
the  first  election  for  tlie  delegates  who  were 
elected,  180  votes  of  a  majority.  These  dele- 
gates constituted  the  majority  in  the  first  con- 
vention ;  and  by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Mich- 
igan was  refused.  At  the  first  election,  about 
1,700  votes  were  cast,  including  both  parties- 
At  the  last  election,  1,900  votes  were  given  in 
favor  of  the  assenting  party  alone.    The  whole 
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thing  was  changed,  and  must  have  been  chang- 
ed by  the  revolution  of  opinion. 

"Without  going  further  into  the  subject,  he 
■wanted  the  Senator  from  Soutli  Carolina  to  in- 
form the  Senate  how  he  would  do  justice  to  the 
people  of  Michigan  ;  and,  further,  how  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  to  be  obtained  in  any  form. 
Would  he  send'the  people  back  again  to  a  con- 
vention ?  The  delay  was  unnecessary,  and  ob- 
jections would  be  made  of  a  similar  character. 
"Why  should  the  Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
the  preamble  being  struck  out.  "What  diiBculty 
was  there  in  it  ?  For  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  nothing  of  a  political  character  in  this 
matter,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  there- 
fore, it  was  fairly  on  principle  that  a  difference 
of  opinion  could  be  said  to  exist.  In  answer  to 
the  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
"  Can  Congress  call  a  convention  in  a  State  ? " 
he  answered,  "  No !  "  nor  did  it  in  this  instance ; 
neither  does  the  preamble  or  bill  give  such  a 
power,  nor  imply  it.  He  would  conclude-  his 
remarks  by  merely  declaring  that,  whether  the 
preamble  should  be  stricken  from  the  bill  or 
not,  he  would  vote  for  it. 


Tuesday,  January  3. 

The  Senate  resumed  the-consideration  of  the 
bill  declaring  the  admission  into  the  "Union  of 

The  State  of  Michigan. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Moekis  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  This  motion  Mr.  M.  now 
varied,  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amble, (recapitulating  the  proceedings  in  Mich- 
igan under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  admission  of  the  State,)  which 
modification  he  was  desirous  of  trying  before 
the  question  should  be  taken  on  striking  out 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  EwiNG,  of  Ohio,  said :  To  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  I  have  no  other  objection 
than  that  which  I  stated  at  the  last  session, 
viz  :  that  I  feel  reluctant  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  the  "Union,  unless  she  come  in  regularly, 
in  accordance  with  a  law  of  Congress  previous- 
ly enacted. 

But  I  waived  this  objection  in  the  case  of 
Arkansas,  because  a  precedent  had  been  set  by 
the  admission  of  Michigan  at  the  last  session. 
Still,  however,  I  think  it  wrong ;  the  practice 
is  loose,  irregular,  and  calculated  to  lead  to  bad 
consequences.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
tliat  in  the  present  question,  in  any  of  its  forms, 
the  State  of  Ohio  has  no  interest  whatever ; 
none  in  the  preamble,  none  in  the  bill  itself, 
save  that  interest  which  she  shares  in  common 
with  all  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy ; 
and,  in  voting  on  this  question,  I  shall  vote  pre- 
cisely as  if  Ohio  were  the  most  distant  State  in 
the  Union  from  Michigan,  instead  of  being  sep- 
arated from  it  only  by  a  boundary  line,  which 
line  was  once  disputed. 


On  this  subject  my  colleague  and  myself  en- 
tirely concur.  Indeed,  we  have  from  the  first 
differed  but  little  in  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
troversy lately  pending  between  our  State  and 
Michigan ;  but  we  here  concur  entirely  as  to 
the  effect  of  this  preamble  upon  her,  and  we 
may  fairly  assume  that  we  speak  the  opinion 
and  feelings  of  the  State  on  that  point.  "We 
hold  this  preamble  untrue  in  fact,  and  of  most 
dangerous  tendency.  Our  State,  for  whose 
benefit  gentlemen  profess  to  have  inserted  it, 
has  no  interest  in  the  thing.  She  does  not  ask 
for  it ;  and  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  how 
deep  and  vital,  she  would  not  consent  that  that 
interest  should  be  subserved  by  stating,  in  a 
solemn  act  of  legislation,  that  which  is  untrue. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at 
this  moment  no  controversy  whatever  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  nor  does  there  exist,  at 
least  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  the 
slightest  feeling  of  enmity  toward  their  neigh- 
boring fellow-citizens.  There  is  no  such  feeling 
there ;  and  I  well  know  there  is  none  here. 
The  controversy  which  once  agitated  and  excit- 
ed them  is  now  settled.  Congress,  by  its  act, 
has  assented  to  the  boundary  claimed  by  Ohio 
in  1803,  before  Michigan  was  erected  into  a 
Territory ;  and  unless  the  act  of  1805  is  irrevo- 
cable, there  can  never  again  be  any  controversy 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  of 
boundary.  If  it  is  pronounced  irrevocable,  then 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  modify  or 
touch  it,  and  the  boundary  therein  specified  will 
be  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the 
true  boundary.  But  if  that  act  is  not  irrevoca- 
ble, we  are  so  affected  by  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  against  Ohio. 

But  I  said  the  preamble  to  this  bill  asserts 
what  is  not  a  fact.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make 
that  position  good.     "What  is  its  language  ? 

"  Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon 
the  conditions  therein  expressed,'  a  convention  of 
delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  their  assent 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as 
described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and  by  the 
said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act :  therefore  " — 

Now,  I  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this 
preamble,  the  Judiciary  Committee  meant  to 
declare  that  the  convention  referred  to  was  a 
legal  convention ;  that  it  was  such  a  convention 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  is 
the  fact  asserted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I 
controvert. 

The  evidence  Is  well  condensed  in  the  recital 
which  my  colleague  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  the  preamble,  and  we  have  it  more  at  large 
from  the  President,  in  his  ofBcial  communioa- 
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tion  now  on  our  tables.     From  this  it  appears 
that  a  convention,  called  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Michigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after 
deliberation,    did  refuse  to   enter  the  Union 
under  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  that  their  dissent  was  forwarded  to  the 
Executive.     Now,  it  is  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mi-.  Bitohanan,) 
this  convention  was  not  held  according  to  the 
act  of  Congress ;    that  Congress  directed  the 
people  to  meet ;  and  that  no  reference  was  had 
in  the  act  to  the  interposition  of  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan ;  but  that  a  subsequent  convention, 
which,  it  is  said,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.     The  question,  then,  is  be- 
tween the  two  conventions.    If  the  first  was 
legal,  the  last  was  not.     If  the  first  was  not  le- 
gal, then  we  may  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
the  second.     Now,  let  me  put  one  question  to 
that  honorable  Senator ;  I  ask  him  whether, 
had  the  first  convention,  instead  of  rejecting, 
accepted  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  would  he,  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  illegal  ?     Would  he  then  have  said 
that  it  was  a  convention  not  held  according  to 
the  act  of  Congress  ?     I  would  almost  venture 
to  say  that  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  the 
convention  would  have  passed  pretty  well.     But 
if  so,  what  has  altered  the  matter?     If  that 
was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  convention  which 
assented,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing  a  convention  which  refused  its   assent? 
But  after  the  convention  assembled  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State  of  Michigan  (for  our  act 
did  recognize  her  as  a  State,  though  I  think 
very  improperly)   had  dissented,   no   attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  State  to  bring  together  another ; 
none  whatever.     But  an  assemblage  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  meetings  which  are  familiai'ly  denominat- 
ed caucuses,  was  held  in  some  of  the  counties, 
and  mutually  agreed  to  call  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  after  consulta- 
tion, publish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  is  to 
assemble.     The  whole  matter  was  utterly  un- 
authorized, save  by  party  organization,  and  was 
the  effect  of  such  organization.     Will  any  man 
dispute  it?     "Will  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  was  the  effect  of  a  simulta- 
neous and  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  ?     Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  being  the  fact  ?     The  convention  orig- 
inated in   county  calls ;   and  all  the  counties 
but  two  joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  delegates.     What  evidence  is  there  of  any 
regularity  in  these  elections  ? 

Lot  us  look  at  the  papers.  Wo  have,  to  be 
sure,  the  act  of  the  convention  itself,  giving  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  the  act  of  admission,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
General  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  But  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  signature  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
either  of  Michigan  or  of  the  United  States ;  not 


the  slightest  proof  of  their  election  or  qualifi- 
cation.    That  paper,  containing  the  assent  of 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  important,  is  not  at  all 
authenticated.     Where  do  you  find  the  law  ac- 
cording to  which  it  was  conducted  ?    There  is 
none.    It  rests  on  nothing.    There  was  a  meet- 
ing of  certain  individuals  held  at  a  place  called, 
I  believe,  Ann  Arbor ;  and  we  have  certain  res- 
olutions of  theirs,  which  are  to  avail  against 
the  doings  of  a  convention  held  in  pursuance 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
fully  and  legally  authenticated.    I  cannot  re- 
cognize such  a  paper.     I  must  do  violence  to  my 
own  judgment,  should  I  receive  it.    Even  the 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  could  not 
do  it.     He  called  upon  the  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admission  here  is  to  follow  the  passage 
of  the  bill)  to  say  that  every  thing  at  this  self- 
styled  convention  was  well  and  duly  conduct- 
ed ;  and  they  do  say  so,  and  give  the  private 
letters  of  certain  individuals  to  that  efiect. 
And  they  give,  further — and  that  I  understand 
to  be  the  evidence  principally  relied  on — an 
article  from  a  Detroit  newspaper,  stating  that 
such  an  election  was  had,  such  convention  held, 
3,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  convention  than  for  those  who  con- 
stituted the  first  convention.     This,  sir,  is  the 
evidence  to  support  an  organic  law  of  a  new 
State  about  to  enter  the  Union !     Yes,  of  an 
organic  law,  the  very  highest  act  a  community 
of  men  can  perform.    Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters !  and  a  scrap  of  a  newspaper ! 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Government  of 
my  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  should 
stand  on  such  a  foundation.  I  am  not  wUling 
that  an  organic  law  of  a  sovereign  State  should 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authenticated. 

But  supposing  that  all  the  counties  of  Michi- 
gan did  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send 
delegates  to  this  last  convention,  and  we  had 
the  returns  of  the  elections;  yet  who,  I  ask, 
presided  at  the  polls  ?  Who  determined  what 
votes  should  be  received  ?  How  many  votes 
was  each  man  who  favored  the  object  permitted 
to  give?  Wlio  voted?  Was  it  the  qualified 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vicinity  ? 

Mr.  BuonANAN  said:  Mr.  President,  judging 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  OAtnouir,)  this  would  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  with  the  fate  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  country.  According  to  him,  the 
adoption  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  admitting 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  as  it  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  would  entail 
upon  us  evils  as  numerous  and  as  deadly  as 
those  contained  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  in 
melancholy  colors  the  cruel  destiny  of  our 
country,  should  this  precedent  he  established, 
he  concludes  by  saying,  that  in  such  an  event 
this  Government  would  become  "one  of  the 
most  odious  and  despotic  Governments  that  ever 
existed  on  the  face  of  the  earth." 
I  presume  it  is  attributable  to  my  colder  tem- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


79 


Jantjaet,  1837.] 


Admission  of  Michigan. 


[Senate. 


pei-ament  that  I  feel  none  of  these  terrors.  In 
my  opinion,  they  spring  altogether  from  the 
Senator's  ardent  imagination  and  creative  ge- 
nius. Since  I  came  into  puhlic  life,  I  have 
known  the  country  to  he  ruined  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen ;  yet  it  would 
seem  that  the  more  we  are  thus  ruined,  the  more 
we  flourish.  Experience  has  taught  me  to  pay 
little  attention  to  these  doleful  predictions. 

The  hest  answer  which  can  he  given  to  the 
Senator  is  to  come  at  once  to  the  question.  To 
state  it  in  its  plain  and  simple  character  will  at 
once  dissipate  every  fear.  Its  decision  will  be 
attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  because  it 
involves  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
portance as  a  precedent,  we  shall  probably 
never  hear  of  it  again,  after  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union. 

"What,  then,  is  the  question  ?  On  this  subject 
our  memories  would  seem  to  be  strangely  in 
fault.  "We  cannot  recollect  from  one  session  to 
the  other.  I  wish  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Senators  to  the  fact.  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  session  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plish this  purpose  was  then  of  so  much  conse- 
quence, in  our  opinion,  that  we  offered  to 
Michigan  a  large  territory  on  her  northern 
boundary,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
should  yield  to  Ohio  on  the  south ;  and  we 
made  her  acceptance  of  this  offer  a  condition 
precedent  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
We  then  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  of  settling  forever  the  dis- 
puted boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
which  has  already  involved  us  in  so  many  diffi- 
culties, threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 
that  frontier.  This  was  then  deemed  the  only 
mode  of  obtaining  an  absolute  relinquishment 
of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan, to  the  territory  in  dispute  with  Ohio.  It 
became  my  duty  at  the  last  session  to  investi- 
gate this  subject  thoroughly ;  and  I  had  many 
conferences  upon  it  with  the  then  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  (Mr.  Clayton) — a 
man  of  as  clear  a  head  and  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  this  chamber.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  although  we  concurred  in  opinion 
that  Michigan  had  no  right  to  this  territory 
under  the  compact  of  1787,  yet  we  also  believed 
that  the  only  mode  of  putting  the  question  at 
rest  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own  solemn 
recognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  For  this 
very  purpose,  the  third  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act  of  the  last  session,  declaring  "  that, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  condition 
of  admission  "  into  the  Union,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
lished them,  "  shall  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
assent  herein  required." 

Shall  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  given  this 
assent  in  the  terms  prescribed,  release  her  from 
this  obligation  ?    Shall  we  now  strike  out  the 


preamble  by  which  we  recognize  the  validity 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
last  convention  of  delegates,  and  thus  throw 
the  boundary  question  again  open  ?  Shall  we 
undo  all  we  have  done  with  so  much  care  at 
the  last  session,  and  admii  Michigan  into  the 
Union  as  though  we  had  never  required  from 
her  any  assent  to  this  condition  ?  1  trust  not. 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonish- 
ment that  the  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
for  them,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  they  are  will- 
ing to  abandon  the  only  security  which  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  which  we 
have  already  witnessed  on  the  frontiers  of  Ohio 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vain,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  question  will  be 
placed,  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble. 
I  think  I  may  assert,  with  perfect  safety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citizens  of  Michigan  out 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
ordinance  of  1787  fixes  irrevocably  the  southern 
bound^iry  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  cor- 
rect construction,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  use  its  own  lan- 
guage, is  a  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory, 
and  must  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent.  Hence  the  vast  importance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the 
proposed  change  in  her  boundary.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims 
the  disputed  territory  is  as  follows :  "  Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  further  understood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  shall  be 
subject  so  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  said  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan."  Mich- 
igan contends  that  Congress  having  deter- 
mined to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  southern 
boundary.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  the  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
ion. Can  any  Senator,  therefore,  believe  for  a 
moment  that,  if  we  now'  leave  this  question 
unsettled,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan  ? 
Can  we  believe  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a 
decision  of  Congress  which  a  vast  majority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  been  unjust?  Re- 
lease her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  given 
to  the  settlement  of  this  question,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point, 
then,  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  ordinance 
does  fix  her  southern  boundary  or  not.  Admit- 
ting it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in 
dispute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
provisions,   and   thus  become  a  dead  letter. 
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Yes,  sir,  the  consent  of  Michigan  is  all-import- 
ant to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Union ;  and 
now,  when  we  have  obtained  it,  shall  we  cast 
it  away  by  rejecting  this  preamble  ?  That  is  the 
question  which  I  shall  now  proceed  to  discuss. 
Why,  then,  should  we  reject  this  preamble, 
which  will  forever  terminate  the  dispute  be- 
tween these  two  States?  Because,  says  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  was  not  authorized  by  a 
previous  act  of  their  State  Legislature,  and 
therefore  their  proceedings  are  a  nullity.  It  is 
revolutionary,  it  is  dangerous  in  itself  to  our 
rights  and  liberties,  and  still  more  dangerous 
as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  If  this  be 
true,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  most  un- 
fortunate position.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, if  we  had  attempted  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  provision  to  make  the  previous  act  of  the 
Legislature  necessary,  it  would  then  have  been 
opposed  as  a  revolutionary  measure.  It  would 
have  been  demonstrated  by  Senators  that  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  was  an  unautborized 
assembly,  possessing  no  legitimate  powers ;  that 
it  was  a  body  which  we  had  never  recognized; 
and,  therefore,  we  could  refer  nothing  to  its 
decision.  In  making  these  assertions,  I  speak 
from  the  record. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  that,  on  the 
26th  of  January  last,  the  Vice  President  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  "  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,"  on  the  subject  of  their  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hendricks,  this  memorial  was  referred, 
accompanied  by  a  declaration  "  that  the  Senate 
regard  the  same  in  no  other  light  than  as  the 
voluntary  act  of  private  individuals."  Mr. 
Euggles  moved  to  strike  out  this  declaration  ; 
and,  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  his  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  30  to  12.  Thus  the  Senate 
then  solemnly  determined  that  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  was  a  mere  assembly  of  private 
individuals ;  and  yet  now  we  are  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
that,  because  this  very  Legislature  did  not  pass  an 
act  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  convention, 
all  its  proceedings  are  void  and  revolutionary. 
How  will  he  reconcile  this  inconsistency? 
Truly,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  deplor- 
able condition.  They  cannot  avoid  the  whirl- 
pool of  Scylla  without  being  engulfed  in  Cha- 
rybdis.  At  the  last  session,  their  Legislature 
was  a  mere  lawless  assembly;  but  now  they 
are  so  omnipotent  tliat  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State  cannot  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
without  their  previous  authority.  Let  us  pro- 
ceed one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  when  first  reported 
by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  assent  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  required  by  the 
third  section,  should  be  given  by  their  Senators 
and  Representative  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State.    I  speak  from  memory. 


but  I  feel  confident  I  am  correct.    It  would 
have  been  a  vain  attempt  to  support  this  pro- 
vision in  the  face  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  to 
which  I  have  referred.     What,  sir,  refer  to  a 
body  whom  we  had   solemnly  declared  was 
composed  merely  of   private  individuals  the 
question  of  assent  to  a  condition  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan! 
This  would  have  been  as  absurd  as  it  was 
inconsistent.    We  should  then  have  been  told 
that  there  was  no  mode  of  escaping  this  difii- 
culty  but  by  at  once  dispensing  with  every  in- 
termediate agency,  and  referring  the  question 
directly  to  the  original  source  of  power,  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
This  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Senate.     On  the  1st  of  April  last, 
Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision 
to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to  insert  in  its 
stead  that  the  assent  required  should  be  given  by 
"  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving 
the  assent  herein  required."    Every  Senator 
then  in  his  place  voted  for  this  amendment,  and 
by  his  vote  decided  that  it  was  proper  to  submit 
the  question  to  delegates  elected  by  the  people 
in  their  primary  capacity.     It  was  thus  unani- 
mously incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  argument  ?  He  cannot  contend  that  the 
act  of  Congress  refers  to  any  action  of  the  State 
Legislature  as  being  necessary  to  the  call  of  this 
convention.  If  he  did,  the  act  itself  would 
stare  him  fuU  in  the  face. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  explained.  He  said  he 
would  not  here  argue  the  question  whether 
Congress  meant  to  make  a  previous  act  of  the 
State  Legislature  necessary ;  but  if  it  did  not, 
the  act  of  Congress  would  itself  be  unconstitu- 
tiona,l,  because  we  had  recognized  Michigan  as 
a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a 
convention  in  a  State.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  resumed.  I  did  not  mis- 
understand the  Senator.  He  contended  that 
the  act  of  Congress  calling  such  a  convention 
was  unconstitutional ;  and  to  establish  his  prop- 
osition he  said  that  Congress,  imder  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  call  a  convention  upon 
the  application  of  the  Legislatures  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  several  States. 

Does  the  Senator  mean  seriously  to  contend 
that  the  mere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  assent  to  a  change  of  boundai-y, 
is  a  convention  called  under  the  authority  of 
Congress  within  a  State  ?  Such  an  argument 
would  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  you  make 
propositions  to  any  foreign  power,  and  suggest 
that  their  willingness  to  accept  them  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  convention  of  delegates  elected 
by  the  people,  how  can  this  be  construed  into 
a  convention  called  by  your  own  sovereiga 
authority  ?  No,  sir ;  this  was  a  mere  oflTer,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  a  bargain  with  the  people  of 
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Micliigan.  It  presupposes  a  perfect  equality,  in 
this  respect,  between  the  parties.  Tliey  bad 
tbe  same  riglit  to  refuse  that  we  bad  to  ofter. 
They  may  voluntarily  consent  to  your  terms, 
as  they  have  done  in  this  case,  and  then  it 
becomes  a  contract  which  cannot  afterwards  be 
violated ;  but  if  they  bad  dissented,  the  nego- 
tiation would  have  been  at  an  end.  This  is 
what  the  Senator  denominates  a  convention 
called  by  Congress  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  Surely  no  further  argument 
on  this  point  of  the  case  can  be  necessary. 

Congress  might  have  proposed  to  Michigan 
that  the  question  should  be  decided  at  the 
polls,  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  better, 
however,  to  submit  it  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, because  they  could  deliberate.  This  was 
emphatically  to  be  the  act  of  tbe  people  in 
their  sovereign  capacity.  It  was  a  question 
whether  they  should  be  received  as  a  member 
into  our  great  family  of  nations  upon  tbe  terms 
which  we  had  proposed.  It  was  to  be  the 
establishment  of  new  political  relations  of  the 
most  important  character,  affecting  them  and 
their  children  for  many  generations.  It  was  a 
question  over  which,  under  their  own  constitu- 
tion, their  servants,  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, had  no  control.  To  what  other  tribunal 
could  we  so  properly  have  referred  this  ques- 
tion, as  to  that  of  a  convention  of  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  ? 

There  can,  then,  be  no  objection  to  the  act 
of  Congress,  unless  it  be  that  the  people  are 
not  competent,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  to 
give  the  assent  required,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  But  this  would  be  to 
condemn  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors.  It 
would  be  at  war  with  tbe  most  glorious  events 
of  our  own  history.  Besides,  the  very  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  upon  this  occasion, 
disproves  the  position.  There  was  no  tumul- 
tuous and  lawless  rising  up  of  the  people 
against  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one 
might  suppose,  judging  from  the  arguments 
xipon  this  floor. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  regularity 
and  order,  according  to  the  established  laws 
and  usages  of  the  State. 

Hear  what  General  Williams,  the  president  of 
the  convention,  says  upon  the  subject,  in  his 
communication  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  "  The  convention,"  says  he,  "  originated 
through  primary  meetings  of  the  citizens  of 
the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to  afford 
notice  to  the  whole  State.  Pursuant  thereto, 
tbe  elections,  kept  open  for  two  days,  on  the 
5th  and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been 
held  in  all  the  counties  except  Monroe  and 
Maoomb.  These  elections  were  fair  and  open, 
and  conducted  in  all  respects  as  our  other 
elections,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  county 
hoards,  and  canvassed  as  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  late  Territory  of  Michigan  in  simi- 
lar cases.  The  result  has  been  a  decided  ex- 
pression of  the  voice  of  a  majority  of,  the 
people,  approbatory  of  the  resolution  enclosed." 
Vol..  XIII.— 6 


Is  there  any  doubt  of  this  "  decided  expres- 
sion of  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  "  Can  any  Senator  upon  this  floor  ques- 
tion it?  Has  there  been  a  single  memorial, 
or  even  a  single  private  letter  produced,  calling 
it  in  question  ?  Nay,  more :  has  a  single  voice 
been  raised  in  Michigan  against  entering  the 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed  ?  Not  one,  to  our 
knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  claims  of 
Michigan  upon  other  grounds,  it  might  be  done 
with  great  force.  Suppose  we  were  to  admit 
that  their  proceedings  had  been  irregular,  ought 
that  to  exclude  her  from  the  Union  ?  On  this 
subject  we  ought  to  act  like  statesmen  acquaint- 
ed with  the  history  of  our  own  country.  "We 
ought  not  to  apply  the  rigid  rules  of  abstract 
political  science  too  rigorously  to  such  cases. 
It  has  been  our  practice  heretofore  to  treat  our 
infant  Territories  with  paternal  care,  to  nurse 
them  with  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  attain- 
ed the  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  into  the 
family  without  requiring  from  them  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  forms.  The  great  questions  to  be 
decided  are,  do  they  contain  a  sufficient  popu- 
lation ?  have  they  adopted  a  republican  consti- 
tution ?  and  are  they  willing  to  enter  the  Union 
upon  the  terms  which  we  propose  ?  If  so,  all 
the  preliminary  proceedings  have  been  consid- 
ered but  mere  forms,  which  we  have  waived 
in  repeated  instances.  They  are  but  the  scaf- 
folding of  the  building,  which  is  of  no  further 
use  after  the  edifice  is  complete.  "We  have 
pursued  this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to 
Arkansas,  and  even  to  Michigan.  ITo  Senator 
will  pretend  that  their  Territorial  Legislatures 
had  any  right  whatever  to  pass  laws  enabling 
the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitution. 
It  was  an  act  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And 
yet  we  have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this 
objection,  and  approved  the  constitution  thus 
formed.  "We  have  admitted  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  notwithstanding  this 
objection ;  and  I  trust  we  shall  pursue  a  similar 
course  towards  Michigan,  especially  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  people  have  as- 
sented to  our  terms  of  admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one. 
Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union 
upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature  should 
substantially  change  a  provision  in  her  consti- 
tution touching  a  very  delicate  subject.  Under 
her  constitution  the  Legislature  had  no  power 
to  make  this  change ;  nor  could  it  have  been 
effected  without  a  long  and  troublesome  process. 
But  Congress  cut  tbe  gordian  knot  at  once,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  engagement  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  the  voice  of  the  people.  "We  have 
never  had  any  occasion  to  regret  this  disregard 
of  forms. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  upon 
subjects  concerning  which  I  should  gladly  be 
silent.  The  internal  concerns  of  the  States 
should  never  be  introduced  upon  this  floor  when 
it  can  be  avoided ;  but  the  Senators  from  Southj 
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Carolina  (Mr.  Oalhotin)  and  Ohio  (Mr.  Moebis) 
have  thought  differently,  and  have  rendered  it 
necessary  for  me  to  make  some  observations  in 
reply. 

First,  then,  I  would  ssk,  what  possible  con- 
nection can  be  imagined  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Senatorial  electors  of  Maryland,  who 
refused  to  execute  a  trust  for  which  they  were 
elected,  and  that  of  the  people  of  Michigan, 
who  chose  delegates  to  a  convention  upon  the 
express  invitation  of  an  act  of  Congress? 
The  Maryland  electors  refused  to  perform  their 
duty  under  the  State  constitution ;  but  the 
people  of  Michigan  did  give  their  assent  to  the 
condition  which  we  had  prescribed  to  them, 
and  upon  which  alone  they  could  enter  the 
Union.  There  is  as  great  a  difference  between 
the  two  cases  as  "  between  a  hawk  and  a  hand- 
saw." Standing  here  as  a  Senator,  I  have  no 
right  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  the  conduct 
of  these  electors.  They  are  responsible  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

The  other  Maryland  question,  to  which  the 
Senator  adverted,  is  one  of  a  very  different 
character.  It  involves  the  decision  of  the  im- 
portant pi'inciple  whether,  under  a  settled  form 
of  constitutional  government,  the  people  have 
a  right  to  change  that  form  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. If  I  were  to  admit  that  they  did  not 
possess  this  power,  still  the  Senator  is  as  much 
of  a  revolutionist  as  myself.  lie  admits  that 
if  th"e  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law 
authorizing  this  convention,  and  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  tlien  its  proceedings 
would  have  been  regular  and  valid.  But  who 
gave  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  this  authority  ? 
Is  it  contained  in  the  constitution  of  the  State? 
That  is  not  pretended.  Whence,  then,  shall  we 
derive  it  ?  How  does  the  Senator  escape  from 
this  difficulty?  Upon  his  own  principles,  it 
would  have  been  a  legislative  usurpation ;  and 
yet,  he  says,  if  the  Legislature  had  acted  first, 
the  convention  would  have  been  held  under 
competent  authority. 

Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have 
objected  to  their  action.  It  might  have  been 
convenient,  it  might  have  been  proper,  for  them 
to  have  recommended  a  particular  day  for  hold- 
ing the  election  of  delegates  and  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  But  it  is  manifest  that, 
as  a,  source  of  power  to  the  convention,  legis- 
lative action  would  have  been  absurd.  The 
constitution  of  Michigan  fixes  the  boundaries 
of  the  State.  For  this  purpose,  it  refers  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1805, 
establishing  the  Territory.  How  could  these 
boundaries  be  changed  ?  If  in  no  other  manner 
than  that  prescribed  in  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  and 
troublesome  process,  and  would  have  delayed, 
for  at  least  two  years,  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  First,  such  an  amend- 
ment must  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
Then  it  must  have  been  published  for  three 


months.     Afterwards  it  must  have  received  the 
approbation  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  a 
Legislature   subsequently  elected.     And,  after 
all  these  prerequisites,  it  must  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people,  for  their  ratifi- 
cation.    It  was  to  avoid  these  very  difficulties 
that  the  Senate,  at  their  last  session,  adopted 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  the  measure  which  the 
Senator  now  calls  revolutionary,  referred  the 
decision  of  the  question  directly  to  the  sover- 
eign people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capac- 
ity.    Then  was  the  appropriate  moment  for 
the  Senator  to  have  objected  to  this  course; 
that  was  the  occasion  on  which  to  convince  ns 
that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  and  lawless 
proceeding.     He  suffered  the  precious  moment 
to  escape,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell  the 
people  of  Michigan  that  they  shall  be  punished 
by  an  exclusion  from  the  Union,  because  they 
thought  proper  to  take  us  at  our  word.    That 
would  have  been  the  time  to  have  inserted  an 
amendment  in  the  bill  requiring  a  previous  act 
of  the  Legislature,  prescribing  the  mode  of 
electing  the  delegates.   But  the  Senator  was  then 
silent  upon  this  subject.     There  had  then  been 
no  proceedings  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now 
calls  revolutionary.     A  word  upon  that  subject. 
"We  are  told  in  that   sacred    and   venerated 
instrument  which  first  proclaimed  the  rights  of 
man  to  the  world,  that  "  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suifer 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they 
are  accustomed."     But  suppose  the  case  of  a 
State  whose  constitution,  originally  good,  had, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  the  changes 
in  the  population  of  different  portions  of  its 
territory,  become  unequal  and  unjust.     Suppose 
this  inequality  and  injustice  to  have  gone  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  vital  principle  of  repre- 
sentative republics  was  destroyed,  and  that  the 
vote  of  a  citizen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
equivalent  to  that  of  six  citizens  in  another 
county.     Suppose  that  an  equal  disproportion 
existed  between  taxation  and  representation, 
and  that,  under  the  organic  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution, a  minority  could  forever  control  the 
majority.     "Why,  sir,  even  under  such  cuxum- 
stances,  I  should  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope 
remained.     I  would  solicit,  I  woiild  ui-ge  the 
minority,  I  would  appeal  to  their  sense  of  jus- 
tice, to  call  a  convention,  under  the  forms  of 
the  constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing 
the  grievances ;  but  if,  at  last,  I  found  they  had 
determined  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entrea- 
ties, I  should  then  invoke  the  peaceable  aid  of 
the    people,   in  their    sovereign   capacity,  to 
remedy  these  evils.     They  are  the  source  of 
all  power ;  they  are  the  rightful  authors  of  all 
constitutions.      They   are  not  forever  to   be 
shackled  by  their  own  servants,  and  compelled 
to  submit  to  evils  such  as  I  have  described,  by 
the  refusal  of  their  own  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  holding  a  convention.     "Whoever  denies 
this  .position,  condemns  the  principles  of  the 
declaration  of  independence  and  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  Eevolution.  There  is  not  one  of  the  old 
thirteen  States  whose  Government  was  not 
called  into  existence  upon  these  very  princi- 
ples. It  is  now  too  late  in  the  day,  in  our 
favored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot 
change  their  forms  of  government  at  pleasure. 
The  glorious  experiment  which  we  are  trying 
in  this  country  would  prove  a  total  failure,  if 
we  should  now  decide  that  the  people,  in  no 
situation,  and  under  no  circumstances,  can  hold 
a  convention  without  the  previous  consent  of 
their  own  Legislature.  It  is  not  my  province 
to  say  whether  the  proper  time  for  this  peaceful 
action  of  the  sovereign  people,  in  their  primary 
capacity,  has  yet  arrived,  or  will  ever  arrive, 
in  Maryland.  That  question  may  safely  be  left 
to  them ;  but  I  feel  no  terrors,  my  fancy  con- 
jures up  no  spectres  from  such  doctrines  as  I 
have  adranced. 

Mr.  Bentou  said :  Nominally,  and  upon  re- 
cord, this  is  a  Michigan  question — a  question  to 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  in 
fact  and  in  substance,  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Maryland  question,  to 
arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  against  the 
United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and 
to  arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  in  favor 
of  a  convention  in  the  latter.  This  is  the  form 
given  to  it  yesterday  by  the  movement  of  the 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Oalhodn  and  Mr.  Moeeis  ;)  so  that  little  Michi- 
gan, which  had  seemed  to  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion before  the  Senate,  was  suddenly  found 
to  be  nothing  but  the  tail  to  the  kite,  dangling 
in  the  air  below,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  imposing  apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic 
States,  rising  and  hovering  above.  In  this  way, 
the  young  Michigan  was  suddenly  eclipsed  and 
lost  sight  of;  and  the  lawless  and  revolutionary 
movement,  as  it  was  styled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  sanctity  of  a  certain  charter,  and 
the  lawless  and  revolutionary  movement,  as  it 
was  stigmatized,  in  Maryland,  in  favor  of  a 
convention  of  the  people,  became  the  engross- 
ing theme  of  denunciation  and  vituperation. 
Greatly  did  Mr.  B.  rejoice  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  BnoHANAN)  had  fol- 
lowed no  part  of  this  unhappy  example ;  that 
he  had  carefully  eschewed  all  animadversion ; 
that  he  had  positively  refused  to  take  any  part, 
or  to  have  any  share,  in  discussing  State  meas- 
ures here ;  and  had  coniined  himself  to  the 
duties  of  defence  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
novel  and  aggressive  course  pursued  by  others. 
That  Senator's  first  care  was  to  defend  a  gentle- 
man of  his  own  State,  Mr.  Dallas,  who  had 
been  assailed  here  by  name ;  and  in  that  he  had 
so  acted  as  tb  effect  what  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
thought  to  be  impossible :  he  had  increased  his 
high  character  for  private  worth,  and  had  added 
to  the  exalted  opinion  entertained  of  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart ;  for  this  generous  defence 
was  volunteered  in  favor  of  one  with  whoni  it 
was  not  his  fortune  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
He  showed  the  injustice  done  to  that  gentleman 
by  attributing  to  his  letter  meanings  which  did 


not  belong  to  it,  and  drawing  inferences  as 
foreign  to  his  character  as  they  were  to  Ms 
writing.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  read  that  letter,  but 
not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion ;  and  it  might  be  that  his  knowledge  of 
the  amiable  character,  purity  of  heart  and  pur- 
pose, and  modesty  of  deportment  of  the  writer, 
had  prevented  him  from  so  scanning  his  words 
as  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mischief  which 
they  concealed ;  for  certainly  he  had  not  seen 
the  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it.  In  many 
things  he  agreed  with  him,  especially  in  that 
which  related  to  vested  rights ;  in  some  things 
he  did  not ;  but  where  he  did  not  agree,  it  was 
stUl  the  disagreement  which  left  unimpeached 
the  high  character  for  public  and  private  worth 
which  Mr.  Dallas  brought  with  him,  as  a  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  to  this  chamber,  and 
carried  back  with  him  from  this  chamber  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.,  with  as  much  reluctance  as  he  had 
felt  in  adverting  to  Pennsylvania  affairs,  must 
now  advert  to  the  Maryland  branch  of  this 
question.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  movement 
in  Maryland  to  organize  a  convention,  by  the 
inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  people, 
and,  without  a  legislative  act,  to  alter  and 
change  the  cdtstitution  of  the  State.  The 
convention  held  in  Michigan  is  one  of  this 
kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recognition  of  an  act 
done  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on  this  floor, 
by  the  friends  of  the  anti-convention  party  in 
Maryland,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of 
the  convention  party  in  that  State.  This  is 
the  way  that  Maryland  politics  are  lugged  into 
this  debate,  and  made  part  of  this  discussion. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  often  seen  gentlemen  argue 
one  question  with  an  eye  to  another,  but  usu- 
ally, with  the  delicacy  of  not  lugging  in,  by 
name,  this  other  question,  which  had  no  place 
upon  the  record.  But  this  delicacy  has  not 
been  observed  upon  this  occasion.  Michigan 
alone  is  in  the  record  before  us ;  yet  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  dragged  in  by  name  ;  Maryland 
has  been  dragged  in  by  name ;  and  not  only 
dragged  in,  but  made  the  principal  subject  of 
debate,  and  the  most  furious  denunciations 
levelled  at  a  portion  of  their  citizens.  The 
advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are,  not 
incidentally  and  by  way  of  innuendo,  lashed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashing  and  scourging  the 
Michigan  convention,  but  they  are  singled  out, 
seized  upon,  and  dragged  forcibly  and  violently 
into  this  chamber ;  and  then  denounced  in  such 
style  that,  no  doubt,  the  question  of  the  Mary- 
land convention  is  considered  as  completely 
crushed  by  the  force  which  assails  it  here. 
Be  it  so,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  people  of  sovereign 
States  are  willing  to  have  their  affairs  governed 
by  denunciation  here.  It  will  certainly  be  a 
one-sided  game  on  this  floor,  for  it  was  mani- 
fest that  there  was  one  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attack  the  impending  measures  of 
any  State,  nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  citizens  of  any  State,  in  acting  as  they 
pleased  on  what  concerned  themselves;  there 
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was  one  party,  at  least,  here,  wlio  would  limit 
themselves  to  the  just  defence  of  the  ahsent 
and  the  assailed.  The  Maryland  convention 
party,  then,  is  arraigned  and  condemned  here 
for  proposing  to  do  what  Michigan  has  done, 
and  the  act  of  Michigan  must  he  stamped  with 
reprobation  by  Congress,  lest  it  become  a  pre- 
cedent, sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  justification  of  the  convention 
party  in  Maryland.  This  is  the  state  of  the 
question  before  us ;  and  Mr..  B.  would  imme- 
diately proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  argument 
of  his  own,  but  by  example,  authority,  and 
precedent,  drawn  from  our  early  history,  and 
from  the  writings  of  the  founders  of  the  republic, 
and  others  which  claimed  respect,  the  act  which 
Michigan  has  done,  and  which  a  party  in  Mary- 
land proposes  to  do.  Mr.  B.  then  read  and 
commented  briefly  upon  several  passages  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of 
Pennsylvania,  General  Hamilton,  and  Judge 
Story,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution. 
Mr:  Madison,  speaking  of  the  alleged  defect  of 
powers  in  the  convention  of  1787,  which  formed 
the  federal  constitution,  says  : 

"  They  (the  members  of  the  convention)  must  have 
reflected  that,  in  all  gr^at  changes  of  established 
Govermnent,  form  sought  to  give  v^y  to  substance ; 
that  a  rigid  adherence,  in  such  eases  to  the  former, 
would  render  nominal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent 
and  precious  right  of  the  people  to  '  abohsh  or  alter 
this  Government,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness,'  since  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  people  spontaneously  and  universally 
to  move  in  concert  towards  their  object,  and  it  is 
therefore  essential  that  such  changes  be  instituted 
by  some  informal  and  unauthorized  propositions, 
made  by  some  patriotic  and  respectable  citizen,  or 
number  of  citizens.  They  must  have  recollected 
that  it  was  by  this  irregular  and  assumed  privilege 
of  proposing  to  the  people  plans  for  their  safety  and 
happiness,  that  the  States  were  first  united  against 
the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  by  their 
ancient  Government,  that  committees  and  Congresses 
were  formed  for  concentrating  their  efforts,  and 
defending  their  rights,  and  that  conventions  were 
elected  in  the  several  States  for  establishing  the 
constitutions  under  which  they  are  now  governed. 
Nor  could  it  have  been  forgotten  that  no  little  ill- 
timed  scruples,  no  zeal  for  adhering  to  ordinary 
forms,  were  anywhere  seen,  except  in  those  who 
wished  to  indulge,  under  these  masks,  their  secret 
enmity  to  the  substance  contended  for." — Federalist 
No.  40.  ' 

Here,_  said  Mr.  B., .  the  authority  of  the 
people,  in  their  original  sovereign  capacity,  to 
abolish,  alter,  and  change,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, is  fully  and  expressly  set  forth.  The 
want  of  legislative  authority  to  guide  or  direct 
them  is  directly  waived ;  and  some  patriotic 
and  respectable  citizen  or  citizens  are  looked 
to,  to  commence  the  informal  and  unauthorized 
propositions  which  are  to  lead  to  a  convention 
and  to  end  in  the  adoption  of  fundamental 
changes. 

Such  citizens  are  not  considered  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son as  anarchists,  disorganizers,  disturbers  of 


the  peace,  despoilers  of  property,  &c.,  but  as 
public  benefactors,  prompted  by  patriotism  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  work  of  public  good  and 
necessity.  Mr.  B.  particularly  noted,  and  read 
twice  over,  the  concluding  sentence  of  this 
extract  from  Mr.  Madison.  He  said  that  Mr. 
M.  was  one  of  the  most  careful  men  in  abstain- 
ing from  personalities  and  the  imputation  of 
motives ;  but  here  was  a  keen  cut,  and  a  home 
thrust,  at  the  old  tories  of  the  Revolution — 
King  George  the  Third's  men,  the  conservatives 
of  fifty  years  ago,  who  were  indulging  their 
secret  enmity  to  the  real  rights  of  the  people, 
under  the  mask  of  zeal  for  adhering  to  forms, 
and  conscientious  scruples  against  acting  with- 
out authority. 

[Mr.  Benton  then  read  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution, that  State  constitutions^  without  authority 
of  law,  were  of  common  occurrence.] 

Mr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  opinions  of 
the  most  eminent  men,  and  from  examples  of 
the  highest  character,  that  conventions  were 
independent  of  State  legislation,  demanded  how 
it  was  that  State  Legislatures  assumed  to  have 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?     He  wished 
to  see  their  grant  for  the  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority?    He  wished  to  see  how  it  was  that 
they  who  were  servants,  and  dressed  up  in  a 
little  brief  authority,  undertook  to  govern  and 
direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  an  inherent 
and  unalienable  right  ?    They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  assumed  a  su- 
premacy over  the  people.     There  was  hut  one 
way  to  deduce  their  title,  and  that  was  through 
divine  right !  and  by  the  grace  of  God !    Any 
thing  short  of  this  acknowledges  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  preten- 
sion ;  so  that  a  Legislature  which  should  now 
assume  to  authorize  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, if  put  to  a  derivation  of  their  own  au- 
thority,  would  have  to  adopt  the  style  of  those 
kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that  God  has  put 
the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed  them 
with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  pres- 
ervation.    A    legislative   advice,    coimsel,    or 
recommendation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, and  an  appropriation  of  money  to  de- 
frayits  expenses,  is  certainly  a  convenience, 
but  it  is  not  a  prerequisite ;  and  conventions  to 
change  the  form  of  Government  may  be  held 
by  the  people  when  they  please;  taking  care 
to  submit  their  work  to  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people   themselves,   or  to   a  new  convention 
elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  appsoval  or 
rejection,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  thns  making 
sure  of  the  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the 
people  before  the  now  constitution  is  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  of  this 
question,  and  would  make  a  brief  application 
of  the  whole  to  the  case  of  Michigan.  The  peo- 
ple there  had  held  a  convention,  by  their  own 
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power,  to  accept  a  fundamental  condition  of 
their  admission  into  the  Union.  They  have 
accepted  the  condition ;  and  the  ohjection  is, 
that  the  convention  was  a  lawless  and  revolu- 
tionary mob,  and  that  law  ought  to  he  made  to 
suppress  and  punish  such  assemblages  in  future. 
Mr.  B.  would  hold  a  proposition  for  such  a  law 
to  be  the  quintessence  not  of  European,  but  of 
Asiatic  despotism ;  and  sure  he  was,  it  would 
receive  no  countenance  by  the  vote  of  this 
chamber.  In  saying  this,  he  spoke  npon  a  re- 
collection of  the  past,  as  well  as  upon  a  view 
of  the  present.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress 
all  this  denunciation  of  lawless  and  revolution- 
ary mobs  had  been  lavished  upon  the  conven- 
tion both  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  because, 
being  Territories,  they  had  held  conventions, 
and  framed  constitutions,  without  the  author- 
ity of  Congress.  Our  answers  to  these  denun- 
ciations were  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely :  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so 
without  our  authority,  and  all  that  we  could  re- 
quire was,  that  they  should  send  us  their  consti- 
tutions, that  we  might  see  they  were  republican ; 
and,  2.  That  these  Territories  had  several  times 
applied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regulate  the 
holding  of  their  conventions,  which  were  always 
refused  by  the  political  party  which  then  held 
the  supremacy  in  this  chamber ;  and  that  to 
refuse  them  an  act  to  regulate  the  holding  of  a 
convention,  when  they  asked  for  it,  and  then 
to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  convention 
without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  contradic- 
tory, and  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach 
both  of  injustice  and  inconsistency.  These 
were  our  answers  then;  and  we  added,  that 
those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas  and  Michi- 
gan conventions  for  lawless  and  revolutionary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  unsupported  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate ;  which  turned  out  to  be 
the  fact,  for  the  negative  vote  was  exceedingly 
small ;  and  Mr.  B.  would  add,  that  the  result 
would  be  the  same  now ;  and  that,  after  all  this 
denunciation  of  the  convention  in  Michigan, 
the  convention  party  in  Maryland,  and  the  dis- 
organizing party  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote 
would  be  about  as  it  was  at  the  last  session, 
exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too  inconsider- 
able to  give  any  countenance  to  their  denuncia- 
tions. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Senate  would  not  adjourn  until  it  finished 
this  question.  It  was  due  to  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  that  we  should  stop  a  debate  in  which 
their  concerns  were  improperly  introduced ;  and 
it  was  due  to  Michigan  herself  that  she  should 
be  relieved  from  this  attendance  At  our  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  for  years ; 
she  is  a  State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  confederacy ; 
she  has  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  is  a  question  of  that  dignity  to 
be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  speedy  decision,  but 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until  it 
was  decided.  He  repeated,  what  he  had  said 
some  days  before,  that  he  had  come  with  his 
cloak  to  camp  on  this  floor  until  the  vote  was 


taken ;  and,  that  being  his  idea  of  what  all 
ought  to  do,  he  would  not  consume  time  by 
speaking. 


Wednesday,  January  4. 
Ad?nusion  of  Michigan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union ;  the  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoKEis  to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bataed  said :  In  my  opinion,  sir,  the 
present  bill  involves  a  monstrous  political  her- 
esy, and  gives  its  sanction  by  implication  to  a 
doctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  gov- 
ernment. It  is  true,  sir,  that  upon  its  face  there 
is  nothing  exceptionable,  but  you  cannot  strip 
it  of  its  contemporaneous  facts,  you  cannot  blot 
from  the  page  of  history  its  concomitant  cir- 
cumstances. The  Message  of  the  President  and 
other  documents  are  now  matters  of  record. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  case  before  us  ?  Not  a 
single  insulated  act,  but  a  matter  which,  in  the 
web  of  human  afiairs,  involves  consequences 
which  cannot  be  trammelled  up.  The  effect, 
sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  cause  of  to-morrow, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  the  princi- 
ples which  we  establish.  The  case  is  simply 
this :  the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, without  waiting  for  a  previous  act  of  Con- 
gress assigning  the  boundaries  of  their  State, 
and  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  undertook,  on  the  11th 
May,  1835,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  applied  for  admission  into  the  Union 
at  the  last  session. .  Congress  passed  an  act  on  the 
15th  June,  1836,  accepting,  ratifying,  and  con- 
firming, the  constitution  and  State  Government, 
but  provided,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad- 
mission, that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, chosen  by  the  people,  should  be  given  to 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  act.  I  say,  sir, 
the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory  un- 
dertook to  do  this,  because,  at  that  time,  Mich- 
igan Territory  embraced  not  only  the  peninsula 
of  Michigan,  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  contained  within  its 
limits  177,000  square  miles,  or  nearly  three 
J;imes  the  area  of  the  great  State  of  Virginia. 
The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  which  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  was 
separated  from  that  Territory  and  established 
as  an  independent  one  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  January,  1805.  Subsequently  to 
this  period,  Indiana  in  the  mean  time  having 
been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed,  (on  the  18th  April,  1818,)  author- 
izing the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State 
Government  for  Illinois,  and  the  7th  section  of 
that  act  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  the 
rest  of  the  North-western  Territory,  comprising 
the  present  Wisconsin  Territory,  which  it  de- 
clared should  be  attached  to,  and  made  part  of, 
Michigan  Territory,  subject,  however,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  Congress  accordiug  to  the  right 
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reserved  in  the  Bth  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
July  13,  1787. 

When  the  immense  territory  on  the  north  of 
the  Ohio  Eiver,  formerly  called  the  North-west- 
ern Territory,  was  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  Virginia,  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  13th  July,  1787,  which  was  declared  to  be 
a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and  States  of  the  said  Territory,  provided 
that  it  should  be  divided  into  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States,  and  proceeded  to 
parcel  it  out  into  three  States,  whose  bounda- 
ries it  fixed,  with  the  express  provision,  how- 
ever, that  those  boundaries  might  be  altered, 
and  that  Congress  should  have  the  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan.     At  first,  this  whole  region 
of  country  passed  under  one  name,  that  of  "  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,"  and 
was  subject  to  a  single  Territorial  Government. 
In  the  year  1800,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
7th  May,  it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  temporary  government,  by  a  line 
beginning  at  the  Ohio,  and  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  Kentucky  Kiver,  and  running  thence  to 
Fort  Eecovery,  and  thence  north  until  it  inter- 
sected the  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.     That  portion  of  it  which 
lay  on  the  east-ern  side  of  the  division  line  re- 
tained the  name  of  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  side  of 
the  hue  was  called  Indiana  Territory.    The  pen- 
insula of  Michigan  was  thus  divided  between 
these  two  Territorial  Governments.   "When,  sub- 
sequently, in  the  year  1802,  the  State  of  Ohio 
was,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  April, 
in  that  year,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of 
that  State  were  established,  the  balance  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is 
to^  say,  the  other  portion  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territory. 
By  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  January,  1805, 
this  Territory  of  Indiana  was  again  divided,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  established  as  a  sep- 
arate Territory.     From  the  year  1805,  then, 
until  the  year  1818,  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Michigan  extended  only  over  the  peninsula 
of  that  name.     When,  however,  in  the  lattep 
year,  by  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  April,  Illi- 
nois was  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  that 
State  were  established  as  they  had  been  of  the 
State  of,  Indiana,  by  the  act  of  April  19,  1816, 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  old  North-western 
Territory  was  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Mich- 
igan, and  the  whole  subjected  to  one  Territorial 
Government.    This  immense  region  of  country, 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles,  was 
subject,  however,  by  the  express  provision  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  to  be 
formed  by  the  authority  of  Congress  into  one 
or  two  States.    Such,  sir,  was  the  state  of  things 
when  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of  Michi- 


gan, disregarding  this  authority  of  Congress, 
undertook  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment for  themselves.    The  preamble  to  their 
constitution  is  in  these  words :  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1805,  do  agree,"  &c. ;  which  description  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  which  had,  as  has  been  stated,  in  the 
first  instance,  been  made  a  separate  Territory 
by  that  act  of  Congress.     In  doing  so,  these 
people  professed  to  act  in  conformity  with  the 
ordinance  of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  their 
authority  from  that  ordinance ;  which,  as  has 
been  seen,  expressly  reserves  to  Congress  the 
right  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the  Territory 
as  it  then  existed.     As  both  Congress  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  peninsula  could  not  have  the 
same  right,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  act  of 
those  people  was  unwarranted  by  any  provision 
of  law,  and  a  mere  nullity.     This  was  the  view- 
taken  of  the  subject  at  the  time  of  their  appli- 
cation to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  hence, 
sir,  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  January,  1836, 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BtroHANAN,)  "  that  the  Senate  regard  the 
memorial  purporting  to  be  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  voluntary 
act  of  private  individuals."     But,  sir,  consent 
takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought  proper, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  15th 
June,  1836,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm,  the 
constitution  and  State  Government  which  had 
been  formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin- 
sula, with  this  proviso,  however,  that  the  limits 
of  the  State  should  embrace  not  merely  the  pen- 
insula, but  likewise  a  region  of  country  lying 
on  the  north-west  of  Lake  Michigan;  thus  adding 
to  the  proposed  new  State  both  territory  and 
population,  and  requiring,  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  her  admission  into  the  Union,  that  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  by 
the  people  should  be  given  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  act.     The  .simple  question, 
then,  would  seem  to  be  whether  this  condition 
has  been  complied  with.     Congress,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  such  assent  would  be  cheerfully 
and  promptly  given,  further  provided  that,  as 
soon  as  such  assent  should  be  given,  the  Presi- 
dent should  announce  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  "that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  further 
proceeding  on  the  pai-t  of  Congress,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Union,  as  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatever,   shall  be  considered  complete,  and 
the   Senators    and    Representative  who  have 
been  elected-  by  the  said  State,  as  its  represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  respectively,  without 
further  delay." 

Itisthusseen,  sir,  thatnotonlythefactof  assent 
is  provided  for,  but  also  the  evidence  by  which 
that  fact  is  to  be  established.  It  is  clear  that 
the  President  is  made  the  judge  of  that  fact,  and 
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that  he  might  have  bound  the  United  States  at 
least  by  his  proclamation.  "We  could  not  have 
controverted  the  fact,  and  the  Senators  from 
Michigan  might  have  taken  their  seats  on  •his 
floor.  •  But,  sir,  although  the  President  might 
have  assumed  this  responsibility,  he  has,  at 
least,  in  this  instance,  vplsely  abstained  from 
trampling  on  the  law  and  constitution.  I  can- 
not see  hovp"  it  was  possible  for  him,  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  to  have  declared  that 
a  convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people 
of  Michigan,  had  given  its  assent  to  the  boun- 
daries prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  motive  for  this  course, 
no  proclamation  has  been  issued,  but  the  whole 
matter  is  referred  to  Congress  by  his  Message 
of  the  ZTth  of  December,  1836.  By  that  Mes- 
sage and  the  accompanying  documents  it  ap- 
pears that  a  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1836,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
in  conformity  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  passed  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1836,  and  resolved  "  that  this  convention 
cannot  give  their  assent  to  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  said  proviso ;  but  the  same  is  hereby 
rejected."  By  the  same  Message  and  docu- 
ments, it  further  appears  that  another  conven- 
tion of  delegates  assembled  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1836,  at  Ann  Arbor,  without  any  pre- 
vious law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  but  which  originated  from  the  reso- 
lutions and  proceedings  of  primary  meetings  of 
the  citizens  in  the  several  counties,  which  as- 
sumed to  be  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen 
by  the  people  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  this  convention  gave  its  assent  to 
the  condition.  As  the  case  stands,  the  simple 
question  is,  whether  the  condition  has  been 
complied  with ;  or,  in  other  words,  has  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  given 
its  assent  ?  The  act  which  we  have  now  under 
consideration,  in  itsyreamble,  declares  that  such 
assent  has  been  given  in  compliance  with  the 
law. 

It  must  be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of 
forming  this  constitution,  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan was  composed,  as  I  have  stated,  of  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  embracing  the  present  state 
of  Michigan  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  square  miles ;  that 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  had  been  subjected 
to  a  separate  Territorial  Government  by  the  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1805,  and  had  so  continued 
up  to  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the  creation  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
western Territory  had  been  incorporated  with 
it.  The  people  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 
wishing  to  form  themselves  into  a  State,  instead 
of  describing  themselves  as  inhabitants  of  the 
peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an  equivalent  form 
of  expression,  namely :  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
of  the  11th  January,  1805,"  which  was  precisely 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan. 

This  is  nothing  more  than  a  description  of  the 


people  who  proposed  to  form  themselves  into  a 
free  and  independent  State,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  then 
existing  Territory  of  Michigan.  It  is  the  nat- 
ural and  proper  mode  of  describing  a  people  or 
nation,  namely,  by  the  place  or  country  of  their 
residence  ;  but  it  does  not  import  any  limitation 
of  boundaries,  any  more  than  the  phrase  "  We, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
limits  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  to 
those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  mo- 
ment to  possess  the  immense  region  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  how  came 
we  to  possess  Florida  ?  It  is  very  unusual  and 
unnecessary  to  settle  boundaries  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  I  question  whether  there  are  more 
than  half  a  dozen  cases  to  be  found  among  the 
different  States  of  this  Union.  In  the  cases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  it  became  necessary 
to  do  so,  because  the  act  of  Congress  which 
authorized  the  formation  of  their  respective 
constitutions,  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  State  has  a  double  meaning :  in  the 
one,  it  indicates  the  people  who  compose  the 
community,  in  the  other  the  territory  inhabited 
by  them.  In  forming  a  constitution  it  is  the 
people  who  form  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
State,  and  their  identity  would  be  the  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  occupy  the  same 
territory  or  not.  The  reference,  by  way  of  de- 
scription, to  the  region  of  country  they  inhabit, 
is  no  more  of  the  essence  of  the  compact  than 
a  description  of  an  individual  in  a  deed,  as  A  B, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  of  the 
essence  of  his  contract,  requiring  that  he  should, 
in  aU  time  to  come,  reside  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  in  order  to  avail  himself  of  its  pro- 
visions. But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  this  objection ;  which  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the  right 
at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  the  same  is  binding 
and  valid  only  so  far  as  it  was  ratified  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  June  15,  1836 ;  and  that  act 
having  refused  to  confine  the  new  State  to  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  but  having  required  that 
it  should  embrace  a  region  of  country  on  the 
north-western  side  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if 
it  were  true  that  the  preamble  estabhshed  the 
boundaries  of  the  State,  it  was  in  that  particu- 
lar vacated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  For  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  ordinance  of  17S7  gave 
to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or  two  States 
in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  remaining  portion  of  the  old 
North-western  Territory.  The  result,  sir,  then, 
is  this :  that  to  call  a  convention  to  express  its 
assent  to  the  boundaries  established  by  Con- 
gress, is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitution,  since  the  constitution, 
neither  in  point  of  fact,  nor  in  point  of  law,  estab- 
lished any  boundaries  ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  enlargement  or  diminution  of  its  territory 
became  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislation,  a  power 
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whicli  is  exercised  every  day  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  respective  States,  in  cessions  made 
by  them  to  the  United  States. 

But  if  it  he  true  that  the  enlargement  or 
diminution  of  the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary legislation  where  the  boundaries  are  not 
fixed  hy  the  constitution,  a  fortiori,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of*  ordinary  legislation  to  call  a  convention 
to  enlarge  or  diminish  the  territory,  where  the 
duty  to  do  so  is  imposed  by  competent  author- 
ity. The  right  of  a  Legislature  to  call  a  con- 
vention at  any  time  must  depend  on  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  ;  and  the  powers  of  the  con- 
vention, when  called,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  under  which  it  is  assembled ; 
because  the  people,  in  voting  for  such  a  conven- 
tion, cannot  be  understood  to  invest  it  with  any 
other  power  than  that  which  they  have  pre- 
viously agreed  it  should  have  in  the  passage  of 
thelaw  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Leg- 
islature, given  either  their  express  or  implied 
consent.  The  people  are  the  source  of  all 
power.  When  assembled  in  a  state  of  nature, 
lege  solutus,  in  th'eir  sovereign  capacity,  their 
power  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
is  the  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustained 
by  its  whole  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet 
en  masse  when  spread  over  a  large  country,  re- 
course is  had  to  the  principle  of  representation ; 
and,  when  the  sovereign  power  is  delegated,  a 
constitution  becomes  necessary  in  order  to  limit 
the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then 
the  Legislature,  who  are  the  depositaries  of 
that  power,  would  possess  it  in  as  absolute  a 
degree  as  that  in  which  it  belonged  to  thfe 
whole  community,  assembled  in  its  sovereign 
capacity ;  that  is,  without  any  practical  limita- 
tion. The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  there- 
fore, generally  a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  par- 
ticular body ;  it  does  not  consist  in  an  enumer- 
ation of  certain  powers  which  are  granted,  but 
vesting  at  once  the  whole  legislative  power  in 
a  particular  body,  it  provides  for  limitations  on 
its  exercise.  Hence  the  necessity  for  bills  of 
rights  and  reservations  in  favor  of  individual 
liberty  and  security ;  hence  the  provisions  in 
relation  to  trial  by  jury,  to  the  power  of  arrest, 
to  the  habeas  corpus,  to  freedom  of  conscience 
in  religious  matters,  and  freedom  from  unrea- 
sonable seizures  and  searches ;  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  guarding  the  existence  of  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers  by  constitutional  provision, 
which  might  otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  leg- 
islative power.  All  this  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  legislative  power,  which,  whether  it 
resides  in  the  whole  community  or  is  delegated 
by  that  community  to  a  particular  body,  is 
without  practical  limitation  other  than  that 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  society. 
And  herein,  sir,  consists  the  great  and  essential 
diiferenoe  between  the  constitution  of  a  State 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  first  has  all  the  powers  that  are 
not  prohibited,  the  latter  has  no  powers  but 
those  which  are  granted.    The  principle  is  all- 


important  in  the  construction  of  the  two  instru- 
ments. The  Federal  Government  is  one  of 
enumerated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele- 
ga#on  of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the 
community,  restrained  merely  by  excsptions 
and  limitations ;  but  the  delegation  is  of  "  all 
legislative  powers  therein  granted."  It  is  true 
that  the  same  language  might  be  used  in  a  State 
constitution,  and,  in  such  case,  would  require 
the  same  construction.  But  when,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  is  de- 
clared that  "the  legislative  power' shall  be 
vested  in  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives," it  is  the  legislative  power  of  the  whole 
community,  and  has  no  practical  limitation  but 
what  is  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution. I  mean,  of  course,  as  a  rule  of  con- 
struction growing  out  of  its  own  provisions. 
There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States  of  this 
Union,  another  limitation,  namely,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  But  the  principle 
is  the  same,  for  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  having  received  the  assent  of  the  same 
people,  may  be  considered  as  incorporated  with, 
and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  construction,  a 
part  of  the  State  constitution,  in  the  limitations 
it  imposes  on  the  exercise  of  State  sovereignty. 
As  it  appears,  then,  that  the  object  of  calling  a 
convention  in  Michigan  was  not  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitution,  but  to  give  its  assent  to 
what  the  legislative  power  might  itself  have 
assented  to,  namely,  the  enlargement  of  its  ter- 
ritory, it  follows  that  the  power  to  call  such 
a  convention  is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, and  the  duty  having  been  imposed  by 
Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the  business  and  right 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  perform  tliat 
duty.  It  was  the  duty  and  right  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  be- 
cause the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed 
their  constitution,  declared  that  the  Legislature 
alone  should  possess  the  right  of  expressing  and 
binding  the  public  will  in  matters  of  ordinary 
legislation.  Upon  the  question  whether  a  con- 
vention should  be  called,  the  time  and  place  of 
its  assembling,  the  mode  of  its  election,  the 
qualification  of  its  electors,  no  portion  of  the 
community  had  the  right  to  dictate  to  any  other 
portion ;  nor  could  the  will  of  the  community 
be  ascertained  on  those  points  in  any  other 
mode  than  that  agreed  upon  in  the  constitution. 
And  why,  sir  ?  Because  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  each 
and  every  other,  when  they  adopted  their  con- 
stitution, that  the  Legislature  should  be  the 
exponents  of  the  public  will  in  such  a  case. 
That  any  portion  of  the  community,  be  it  great 
or  small,  should  call  itself  the  people,  and  affect 
to  express  and  bind  the  public  will,  imder  such 
circumstances,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of 
every  man  in  it,  and  a  gross  and  manifest  infrac- 
tion of  the  social  compact  into  which  he  entered 
when  he  agreed,  with  others,  to  form  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  delegate  the  legislative  power  to 
a  particular  body.  I  say,  then,  sir,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  when  the  people 
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themselves,  wh.o  cannot  act  in  mass,  delegate  to 
their  representatives,  by  their  constitution,  the 
legislative  power  of  the  community,  each  and 
every  man  of  them  parts  with  the  right  to  ex- 
press and  bind  the  public  will  in  any  other 
mode  than  through  their  Legislature,  in  rela- 
tion to  matters  falling  within  the  scope  of  that 
power.  Such  is  the  compact,  and  it  is  they 
themselves  who  establish  it. 

Mr.  Beowh  said :  The  admission  of  Michigan 
as  a  member  of  the  Union  had  been  resisted 
mainly  by  those  who  oppose  it  on  the  ground 
that  she  is,  at  this  time,  a  sovereign  State,  and 
that  the  convention  which  assembled  iu  Decem- 
ber last,  and  gave  its  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
was  not  called  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Michigan,  and  is  therefore  to  be  con- 
sidered as  irregular  and  revolutionary  in  its 
nature,  by  assuming  to  act  without  such  au- 
thority. He  thought  it  required  but  a  very 
slight  examination  of  the  subject  for  them  to 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that,  on  aU  questions 
of  legislation  by  Congress  touching  her  condi- 
tion, she  is  to  be  contemplated  and  regarded  as 
a  Territory  and  not  as  a  State.  Not  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  at  the  last  session  for  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  she  is  not  a  confederate  State.  If 
she  exists,  then,  as  a  State  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
the  character  of  a  foreign  and  independent  sov- 
ereignty. To  maintain  a  doctrine  so  absurd  as 
this  was,  and  so  utterly  subversive  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  General  Government  over  its  tei'- 
ritory,  its  advocates  must,  of  necessity,  be  driven 
to  admit  the  right  of  the  people  of  a  Territory 
to  throw  off  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment without  its  consent,  and  to  establish  an 
Independent  Government  at  their  own  will  and 
pleasure.  Whether  a  State  may  rightfully  se- 
cede from  the  Union  or  not,  is  a  question  about 
which  the  ablest  statesmen  have  differed ;  but 
that  a  Territory,  having  in  itself  no  sovereignty, 
may  rightfully  withdraw  from  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government,  (unless  by  that  right 
acquired  by  successful  revolution,)  is  a  proposi- 
tion so  disorganizing  in  its  tendency  as  to  find 
scarcely  a  single  advocate.  It  is  true  that  Mich- 
igan has,  for  some  time  past,  exercised  the  pow- 
ers of  a  State,  preparatory  to  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  which  were  simply  permissive,  and 
not  by  virtue  of  any  rights  she  had  as  a  State, 
independent  of  the  authority  of  the  General 
Government.  She  is,  then,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  to  be  regarded  in  our  legislation  as 
stiU  remaining  in  her  territorial  condition.  If 
this  opinion  be  correct,  then  the  sanctuary  of 
State  rights,  for  which  so  many  apprehensions 
have  been  expressed,  will  not  be  invaded  by 
our  recognizing  the  acts  of  the  late  convention, 
giving  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had 
argued  to  show  that  the  legislative  branch  of  a 
Government  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  public  will,  and  that  in  the  States 


all  power  not  prohibited  by  their  constitutions 
might  be  exercised  by  then-  Legislatures ;  _  and 
deduces,  as  a  consequence  from  the  principles 
which  he  contended  for,  that  the  assembling  of 
a  convention  in  Michigan,  without  authority 
from  her  Legislature,  was  irregular  and  of  rev- 
olutionary tendency.  This  doctrine,  said  Mr. 
B.,  was,  in  his  opinion,  radically  wrong,  and 
had  led  to  many  of  the  erroneous  conclusions 
which  had  characterized  the  present  discussion. 
The  legislative  branch  of  a  State  Government 
was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for 
certain  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  it  by  the  constitution  under 
which  it  acted.  All  other  powers  resided  in 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  which  exists 
the  ultimate  authority  and  sovereignty  of  a 
State.  The  constituted  authorities  of  a  State, 
no,  not  even  a  convention  itself,  possess  no  in- 
herent power  of  sovereignty,  and  each  are  but 
the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  who  constitute 
the  sovereignty.  It  is  therefore  derogating 
rather  too  much  from  this  power  of  the  people 
of  a  State  to  claim  for<|  their  Legislature  the 
right  to  direct  them  when  and  how  they  shall 
proceed  to  assemble  in  convention.  It  strips 
the  sovereign  power  of  one  of  its  highest  and 
most  powerful  attributes,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when 
it  may  rightfully  exercise  that  power.  In  some 
of  the  States  the  power  is  expressly  given  to 
their  Legislatures  to  decide  when  a  convention 
shall  be  called,  and  to  provide  for  the  manner 
of  calling  the  same.  This,  of  course,  is  a  restric- 
tion by  the  people  of  those  States,  imposed  by 
themselves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble 
in  convention  through  the  instrumentality  of 
primary  assemblies,  and  which  they  are  consti- 
tutionally bound  to  observe.  But  no  such  re- 
striction can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan  to  prevent  her  people  from 
assembling  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  her  willingness  to  come 
into  the  Union  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Con- 
gress. Her  constitution  points  out  the  manner 
in  which  future  amendments  to  that  instrument 
are  to  be  made  ;  but  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to 
assemble  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  As  her 
people  never  have  conferred  on  any  of  her  pub- 
lic functionaries  this  power,  it,  of  course,  re- 
mains among  them,  as  belonging  to  that  class 
of  residuary  powers  with  which  she  has  never 
parted.  If,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  people  of  Michigan  have  rightfully 
exercised  the  power  of  calling  a  convention 
through  their  primary  assemblies — a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  from  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  old- 
est, if  not  the  wisest.  State  constitutions  had 
sprung  into  existence.  In  determining  this 
question,  he  thought  it  their  duty,  as  statesmen, 
to  disencumber  it  of  mere  questions  of  form, 
and  to  ascertain  substantially  what  was  the  wiU 
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of  the  people  of  Michigan  in  reference  to  their 
admission  into  the  Union.    All  the  facts  before 
them  went  to  prove,  most  conclusively,  that  it 
■was  not  only  the  will  of  a  majority  of  them  to 
obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  but  that  there 
was  almost  entire  unanimity  of  sentiment  among 
her  citizens  in  favor  of  it.    Had  a  single  remon- 
strance been  presented  from  any  part  of  that 
Territory  against  the  proceedings  of  her  con- 
vention?    No,  not  a  single  voice  had  been 
heard  from  that  quarter  opposed  to  it.     Her 
citizens,   therefore,   could   not  feel  otherwise 
than  greatly  indebted  to  those  who  had  come 
forward  as  her  guardians  here  to  protect  her 
from  the  dire  calamities  of  being  admitted  to  a 
participation  of  the  benefits  of  onr  happy  Union ! 
For  himself,  he  had  always  been  taught  to  con- 
sider it  as  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  advantage 
to  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  a 
state  of  territorial  dependence  to  the  elevated 
condition  of  a  sovereign  State  of  our  confeder- 
acy.   If  we  were  about  to  do  an  act  which 
might  operate  to  restrain  the  privileges  of  her 
people,  then  it  would  behoove  us  to  construe 
strictly  the  powers  un^r  which  we  act.    Vhile 
the  rule  of  construction  which  he  had  just  laid 
down  was  applicable  to  such  a  case  as  the  one 
adverted  to,  the  opposite  rule  of  giving  a  liberal 
interpretation  to  our  powers  was  equally  obli- 
.gatory  where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the 
privileges  of  the  citizen.    In  other  words,  he 
considered  it  to  be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  prac- 
tice, but  one  demanded  by  our  free  institutions, 
in  deciding  on  questions  in  which  the  rights  of 
the  citizen  are  involved,  whether  in  courts  of 
justice  or  legislative  bodies,  to  give  a  construc- 
tion to  the  power  under  which  they  act  that 
will  rather  favor  than  abridge  the  rights. 

Mr.  Files  said  he  had  witnessed  the  course 
this  debate  had  taken  with  some  surprise; 
great  principles  had  been  drawn  into  discus- 
sion, not  necessarily  belonging  to  the  subject, 
and  sentiments  expressed,  and  doctrines  main- 
tained, which  he  had  heard  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  astonishment  and  regret;  he  could 
hardly  realize  that  he  was  in  the  American 
Senate,  and  at  this  enlightened  period  when 
the  principles  of  free  Governments  were  sup- 
posed to  be  well  understood  and  well  settled. 
In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  this  de- 
bate, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  fact  which, 
whether  agreeable  to  hear  or  not,  he  believed 
ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  N.,  for  some  years  past  the  American  Sen- 
ate, the  most  important  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment, a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  executive  and 
judicial  authority,  has  not  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
he  feared,  greatly  feared,  that  what  had  taken 
place  on  the  bill  before  us  was  not  paloulated  to 
increase  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided 
inconsiderately,  rashly,  and  unjustly?  This 
will  not  do.  Unless  he  was  entirely  mistaken, 
the  principles  *hich  had  been  asserted,  and  the 


doctrines  that  had  been  so  strenuously  main- 
tained, would  be  received  with  some  astonish- 
ment by  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  he  regarded  a 
very  simple  one ;  it  was  really  a  question  of  facts ; 
merely,  whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  last  session,  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  had  been 
complied  with.     In  considering  this  question, 
gentlemen  had  gone  into  the  fii-st  principles  of 
government,  and  made  what  he  regarded  a  bold 
attack  on  popular  power,  on  the  fundamental 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  institutions.    These 
doctrines  were  rather  antiquated ;  they  belong- 
ed to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  England, 
and  the  political  writings  of  Sir  Eobert  Fil- 
more ;  they  were  the  present  doctrines  of  the 
conservatives  in  all  the  Governments  in  Europe, 
of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
existing  abuses,  however  flagrant.     But  in  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so 
far;  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond 
the  memorable  period  of  '98 ;  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  that  day,  of  the  period  in  our  po- 
litical history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terror."    Is  it  supposed 
that  the  principles  and  spirit  of  '98  and  '99  can  be 
revived  ?    Is  it  supposed  that,  instead  of  having 
advanced,  we  have  retrograded  in  political  in- 
telligence, and  in  a  just  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  free  government  ? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day— the 
doctrines  to  which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
and  other  kindred  measxires,  owed  their  origin? 
He  would  refer  gentlemen  to  them,  and  the 
speeches  by  which  they  were  attempted  to  be 
maintained.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  are 
of  the  same  character,  maintaining  the  same 
principles  and  breathing  the  same  spirit ;  bnt 
it  will  be  no  disparagement  to  any  one  who  has 
taken  part  in  this  debate  to  say,  that  the  here- 
sies of  that  day  have  not  been  defended  with 
more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  then. 
Then  their  advocates  were  able,  experienced, 
talented,  distinguished,  and  illustrious  men; 
one  of  them  bearing  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware.  They  put  forth  their 
whole  strength,  and  staked  their  all,  politically 
—the  ascendency  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  of  the  same 
doctrines  we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these 
occasions.  But  they  failed,  and  the  cause  of 
democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doctrines  ?  They  were, 
that  the  people  could  not  be  trusted ;  that  they 
were  their  own  worst  enemies ;  that  all  the 
disorders,  real  or  imaginary,  that  prevailed, 
were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  of  democracy 
— to  popular  frenzy.  An  honest  but  fearless 
expression  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and 
measures,  was  denounced  as  a  spirit  of  insub- 
ordination, disorganization,  and  rank  jacobin- 
ism. A  distinguished  leader  of  that  party,  now 
no  more,  belonging  to  a  neighboring  State  to 
his  own,  a  gifted  son  of  genius,  a  brilliant  star 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


91 


Jantakt,  1837.] 


Admission  of  Michigan. 


[Senate. 


in  the  constellation  of  that  day,  whose  impas- 
sioned, fervid,  and  glowing  eloquence  has  never 
been  surpassed  in  the  LaUs  of  Congress,  declared 
what  were  the  evils  and  the  remedy.  I  allude, 
said  Mr.  K,  to  Fisher  Ames.  He  declared  that 
the  disease  which  threatened  general  and  uni- 
versal ruin  to  our  institutions  and  our  future 
prospects  was  rooted  deep ;  that  it  had  found 
its  way  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people. 
This  disease  was  democracy;  it  was  the  will 
and  sovereignty  of  the  people.  "It  was  not 
that  the  skin  was  blistered,  but  their  very  bones 
were  carious."  Yes,  the  people  were  corrupt, 
even  to  their  bones.  In  his  fertile  and  vivid 
imagination,  he  conjured  up  and  predicted 
greater  evils  for  his  country,  which  were  to 
flow  from  this  wild  spirit  of  democracy,  than 
have  been  portrayed  on  the  present  occasion. 
His  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  French  revolution ;  anarchy,  con- 
fusion, and  bloodshed,  were  to  desolate  the  land ; 
and,  in  the  federal  visions  of  that  day,  the 
ghosts  of  Eobespierre,  Danton,  and  Marat,  were 
seen  flitting  through  our  atmosphere.  The  dis- 
ease of  that  period  was  democracy ;  the  people 
were  said  to  be  rising  up  to  overthrow  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  destroy  those  noble  institutions 
which  they  themselves  had  established.  And 
it  was  the  aim  of  those  in  authority  to  put 
down  that  wild  spirit  of  democracy  by  the 
strong  arm  of  power,  and  to  maintain  their  au- 
thority, not  through  the  public  wiU,  and  as  an 
emanation  from  it,  but  in  opposition  to  it — in 
defiance  of  it.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed.  And  why 
is  it,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  these  laws,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  the  people ;  and  that  for  nearly  forty 
years  they  have  borne  the  stamp  of  universal 
reprobation  upon  their  face — the  deep  and  in- 
delible stamp  of  infamy,  which  will  go  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  there  is  a 
single  spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people  ?  Is  the  execration  in  which 
those  laws  are  held  to  be  charged  to  their  being 
unconstitutional  ?  Far  from  it.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  been 
charged  with  being  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  de- 
clared to  be  constitutional,  not  only  by  Congress, 
but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary.  No ;  the 
infamy  which  has  attached  to  those  obnoxious 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  their  being  unconsti- 
tutional, whether  they  are  so  or  not.  The  peo- 
ple do  not  form  opinion^  so  unreasonably  or 
unjustly.  TVe  must  look  for  the  cause  of  op- 
probrium to  a  different  source — the  true  char- 
acter and  design  of  those  laws.  They  were 
regarded  as  a  premeditated  and  high-handed 
attack  upon  popular  power ;  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  ;  a  bold'  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overthrow  the  public  wiU,  to 
put  down  the  popular  opinion,  and  to  rule  the 
country  regardless  of  it.  They  were  consider- 
ed as  an  attempt  to  change  the  very  element 
of  the  Government,  which  is  founded  on  public 


opinion,  and  convert  it  into  a  Government  of 
force. 

But  that  great  scheme  failed ;  and  are  its  ex- 
ploded, reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived  ? 
Are  we  now  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political 
power  remaining  in  the  people  ?  that,  having 
established  and  put  in  operation  Governments, 
they  have  parted  with  all  political  power  what- 
ever? that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-model 
this  form  of  Government  they  have  themselves 
established,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  or  in  accordance  with  a  law 
of  the  Legislature?  This  is  maintaining  that 
sovereignty  resides  in  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, and  not  in  the  people  at  large ;  it  is  raising 
the  creature  above  his  creator,  the  agent  above 
the  principal.  It  is  exalting  the  Legislature 
above,  and  making  it  independent  of,  the  con- 
stituent body. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  the  States  con- 
tain some  provision  for  altering  or  amending 
them ;  some  through  the  agency  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  some  otherwise.  But  such  constitu- 
tional provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of 
the  people,  acting  in  their  primarily  original 
capacity,  to  change  their  system  of  govern- 
ment. 

This  is  a  right  which  they  have  not  delega- 
ted, and  which,  of  course,  must  abide  with  the 
people  at  large.  Conventions  of  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,  in  pursuance  of  a 
law  of  the  Legislature ;  yet  this  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience.  But  does  the  law  confer 
on  them  their  power?  That  is  the  question. 
If  it  does,  then  a  Legislature  can  grant  to  an- 
other body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  it- 
self; even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy 
those  very  forms  under  which  it  exists ;  a  pow- 
er to  destroy  the  Legislature  itself.  This  is 
preposterous,  and  shows  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for.  If  a  convention  does 
not  derive  its  power  from  the  Legislature,  from 
whence  can  it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people  ? 
What  is  a  convention  ?  Is  it  not  a  body  repre- 
senting the  people  in  their  primary,  elementary 
capacity,  and  wholly  independent  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  constituted  authorities  ?  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people, 
he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  a  conven- 
tion is.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pbeston)  asks,  who  and  what  are  the  people  ? 
He  was  surprised  at  such  an  inquiry  from  any 
quarter,  and  stiU  more  that  it  should  come  from 
one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  conventions, 
and  attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  energies  of 
State  rights  and  popular  power.  He  did  not 
understand  the  Senator's  answer  to  his  own 
question,  further  than  his  declaration  that  he 
himself  (Mr.  P.)  was  one  of  the  people.  The 
inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  easily  an- 
swered. The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  the 
whole  population  of  a  State ;  but  in  a  political 
sense,  the  people  were  that  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  possessed  the  political  power  in 
a  State :  it  did  not  mean  women  or  children, 
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but  the  whole  body  of  citizens  with  whom  the 
political  power  of  a  State  resided. 

Mr.  Oeittendeh  said  that  this  was  the  only 
bill  he  had  seen  in  that  Senate,  during  his  term 
of  service,  which  had  a  preamble  attached  to 
it.  It  was  his  opinion  that  it  was  wholly  un- 
necessary. However,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
by  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  some  argu- 
ment or  elucidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
but  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend. 
Did  this  preamble,  he  asked,  vary  and  alter  the 
construction  of  the  law  ?  Was  it  not  the  same 
with  or  without  it?  Had  he  been  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  would  have  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  because  it 
did  not  tell  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  It 
bore  upon  its  face  what  the  lawyers  call  a  sup- 
pressio  iieri.  Now,  if  the  Senate  were  right 
in  supposing  that  the  convention  of  December 
last  was  a  legitimate  and  constitutional  assem- 
bly, and  that  its  proceedings  were  valid  and 
binding,  did  the  strOdng  out  or  retaining  of 
the  preamble  affect  the  deliberations  of  the 
convention,  one  way  or  the  other  ?  He  thought 
not.  Michigan  had  precluded  herself  from  no 
right  by  it,  and  a  right  would  be  binding  upon 
her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retained 
or  not.  Was  not  that  very  clear  ?  Then,  why 
retain  it  ?  Gentlemen  had  much  better  lay  it 
aside,  and,  by  making  no  allusion  to  it,  they 
would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon  which  they 
had  been  so  long  debating.  If  there  was  to  be 
a  preamble  at  all,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Moeeis)  had  said,  that  it  should 
contain  a  true  and  complete  history  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  He,  Mr.  0.,  would  vote  for  the 
preamble  provided  aU  the  facts  were  introduc- 
ed ;  or,  if  the  question  should  be  made,  he  would 
vote  for  striking  it  out.  He  thought  that  aU 
parties  might  consistently  do  that.  He  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  for  the  speedy  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  and  said  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  trusted 
that  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  preamble. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Moeeis's 
amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  negative  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayai-d,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eobbins,  Sevier 
Southard,  Swift,  White— 18. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Talhnadee,  Tipton, 
Walker,  WaU,  Wrigh1^23. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  bo  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading : 

Yeas. — Messi-s.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Eives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Se- 


vier,  Strange,   Tallmadge,   Tipton,   Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Wright— 27. 
Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Prentiss 


Monday,  January  9. 

The  Chaie  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Samuel  Pebntiss,  re-elected  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Vermont. 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  William  C. 
Peeston,  re-elected  Senator  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

Treasury  Circular. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July, 
1836. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Eives'b  sub- 
stitute, 

Mr.  Seanse  addressed  the  Chair :  I  am  oppos- 
ed to  the  original  resolutions,  because  they 
propose  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  for  I 
suppose  the  honorable  Senator  reaUy  meant 
what  his  resolution  contained,  and  proposes  to 
rescind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by  a  vote 
of  the  National  Legislature  ;  and  this,  with  dne 
deference,  I  conceived  to  be  a  manifest  sole- 
cism. The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
departments  of  this  Government  are  wisely  sep- 
arated by  the  constitution,  and  one  cannot  in- 
terfere with  the  province  of  another.  The  leg- 
islative prescribes  rules  for  the  executive  and 
judiciary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  any  legisla- 
tive or  judicial  function,  except  in  the  special 
cases  set  forth  in  the  constitution.  Congress 
may,  if  it  be  necessary  and  proper,  command 
the  Execiitive  to  repeal  the  Treasury  order,  bnt 
cannot  itself  repeal  it.  Congress  passes  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he 
yields  or  withholds  obedience.  As  weh,  and 
even  with  more  propriety,  might  the  Supreme 
Court  say  it  repeals  an  act  of  Congress,  when 
it  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  and  refuses 
to  enforce  it.  .  And  as  well  might  Congress  say 
it  repeals  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  that  decision,  having  opened  its  eyes  to 
some  defect  in  the  existing  law,  induces  it  to 
prescribe  a  new  rule  for  future  action.  Even 
when  the  decisions  of  the  court  are  palpably 
repugnant  to  the  exjgting  law,  Congress  cannot 
repeal  them.  Congress  may  direct  what  decis- 
ions shall  be  made  in  future,  but  cannot  repeal 
those  already  published.  Neither  can  it  repeal 
the  decisions  of  the  Executive.  The  Legislature 
prescribes  rules  for  the  government  of  both 
these  departments,  and  to  each  of  them  it  must 
be  left  to  apply  them;  and  each  must,  in  the 
first  instance,  judge  how  far  its  own  actions 
square  with  the  rules  prescribed,  upon  its  own 
official  responsibility.  A  direct  declaration  of 
repeal,  therefore,  must  be  altogether  inopera- 
tive, and  of  course  .an  absm-dity.    The  truth  is. 
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thia  Treasury  order  is  altogether  an  executive 
act,  and  can  only  be  undone  by  executive  au- 
thority. Congress  may  command  its  repeal, 
and  doubtless  the  Executive  would  yield  such 
command  respectful  obedience.  But  it  strikes 
me  there  is  something  in  the  mode  of  this  un- 
dertaking to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  Treasury 
order,  not  consistent  with  strict  parliamentary 
propriety ;  at  least,  not  altogether  consistent 
"with  the  professed  pm-pose  of  those  who  desire 
its  repeal.  It  is  laid  down  in  Jefferson's  Man- 
ual, the  highest  authority  acknowledged  by  us 
in  such  nSatters,  that  "  When  the  House  com- 
mands any  thing,  it  is  by  order.  But  facts, 
principles,  their  own  opinions  and  purposes,  are 
expressed  in  the  form  of  resolutions."  Now, 
the  resolutions  before  us,  while  they  assume 
the  name  of  resolutions,  effect  the  ofince  of 
oi'ders,  and  to  perform  more,  as  I  think  I  have 
before  shown,  than  even  an  order  would  be 
competent  to  accomplish. 

But,  again,  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolutions, 
because  they  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unne- 
cessarily, as  I  conceive,  in  a  matter  where,  from 
its  nature,  a  large  discretion  is  desirable,  being 
highly  convenient,  and  in  no  degree  liable  to 
dangerous  use.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  of  the 
day  to  suppose  that  the  executive  authority  is 
the  only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way 
likely  to  threaten  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Among  the  blessings,  Mr.  President,  for  which 
we  of  the  present  day  are  debtors  to  Heaven, 
there  are  none,  politically  speaking,  for  which 
\v  e  have  more  just  reason  tobe  grateful,  than  that 
the  formation  of  our  constitution  has  not  been 
left  to  our  own  hands ;  that  we  have  received 
it  ready  formed,  in  all  its  beautiful  proportions, 
by  men  who  seem  to  have  been  commissioned 
by  Heaven  for  this  very  thing.  Surrounded  by 
an  atmosphere  just  purified  by  the  storms  and 
convulsions  of  the  Revolution,  every  one  feel- 
ing more  strongly  than  any  other  want  that  of 
an  equal,  wise,  and  impartial  Government,  they 
addressed  themselves  to  the  task  with  no  facul- 
ty biased  by  local  or  personal  passions.  They 
sought  for  truth  with  their  visual  organs  purg- 
ed from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  and  they  found 
her.  They  listened  to  her  inspired  instructions, 
and  penned  the  happy  constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  the  envy  of  other  nations,  and  the 
pride  of  our  own.  They  divided  Government 
into  three  departments,  and  prescribed  the 
sphere  in  which  each  should  move.  Harmony 
and  safety  will  ever  attend  its  action,  while 
each  strictly  observes  the  law  of  its  creation. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  say  from  which  the  most 
direful  results  are  to  be  apprehended,  should  it 
with  eccentric  movement  forsake  its  natural 
orbit,  and  invade  those  of  its  sister  planets. 
Viewing  this  matter  in  the  light  of  experience, 
we  should  be  led  to  suppose  that  from  the  leg- 
islative department  there  was  the  greatest  rea- 
son for  jealousy  of  usurpation,  or  invasion  of 
the  province  of  others.  The  most  remarkable 
and  desolating  revolutions  of  which  modern 
history  furnishes  an  account  are  those  of  Eng- 


land and  Prance,  and  the  complete  prostration 
of  the  executive  and  judicial  authorities  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  legislative  marked  those  san- 
guinary events.  But  to  press  this  portion  of 
the  subject  no  farther,  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
true  wisdom  dictates  to  each  department  great 
forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  less 
scrupulous  abstinence  from  infringing  upon 
their  rights,  than  a  jealous  care  of  its  own. 
The  collection  of  the  revenue  is  strictly  an  ex- 
ecutive act.  The  Legislature,  to  be  sure,  can 
alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  the 
mode  of  its  collection ;  but  the  funds,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receiv- 
able, is,  in  the  general,  a  fair  subject  to  be  left 
to  the  Executive,  under  the  constitution,  and 
the  broad  range  of  circumstances  which  may 
from  time  to  time  arise.  The  general  principle, 
certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason 
nor  convenience  will  allow  of  any  wide  depart- 
ure,) is,  that  the  public  revenue  should  be  col- 
lected in  what  is  obviously  equivalent  to  so 
much  gold  and  silver,  the  acknowledged  stand- 
ards of  value  both  by  the  constitution  and  the 
usage  of  trade.  "What  is  so  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatly  upon  circumstances  continually  fluc- 
tuating— the  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
application  for  which  any  given  portion  of  the 
revenue  is  designed.  Sometimes  the  ease  of 
the  citizen  may  be  consulted  to  a  great  extent, 
in  perfect  consistency  with  the  security  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  at  others,  nothing  short  of  the 
precious  metals  themselves  will  serve  the  pui-- 
poses  of  the  public  demands.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  of  dictat- 
ing even  the  funds  in  which  the  revenue  may  be 
paid,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  improper  in  her 
doing  so ;  but  that,  in  general,  the  officer  whose 
business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in  his 
turn  under  the  supervision  of  the  Executive, 
win  be  well  capable  of  judging,  and  much  more 
competent  to  act  to  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
under  sudden  emergencies,  (which  no  human 
sagacity  is  sufficient  to  foresee,)  when  untram- 
melled by  rigid,  inflexible  rules ;  and,  therefore, 
unless  strong  considerations  call  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  rules,  it  is  far  better  to  leave  him 
with  the  responsibility  upon  his  own  shoulders, 
which,  without  such  enactments,  would  rest 
there.  Thus  the  executive  class  of  public  offi- 
cers would  be  stimulated  to  more  activity; 
feeling,  in  addition  to  their  responsibility  to  us, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re- 
sponsibility to  them,  our  common  masters,  for 
the  wisdom  and  fidelity  of  their  action. 

I  am  again  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  be- 
cause, as  I  conceive,  they  are  intended  to  cen- 
sure the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon  the  mere 
perusal  of  the  resolutions  therrlselves,  that 
doubt  must  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  the 
comments  of  their  advocates,  and  the  reasons 
which  urge  them  to  their  support.  Some  of 
the  reasons  upon  which  they  are  avowedly 
supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
President,  in  causing  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
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order  they  are  designed  to  repeal.     He  is,  in 
effect,  charged  with  falsehood ;  for  the  Treas- 
ury order  hears  upon  its  face,  doubtlessly  under 
his  own  authority  and  direction,  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  give  it  existence ;  and  we 
are  here  publicly  told  that  his  true  motives 
were  of  an  altogether  different  kind ;  thus  di- 
rectly charging  him  with  an  attempt  to  deceive 
the  public,  in  placing  before  it  false  motives  for 
his  official  action.     But  this  is  not  all.      He  is 
not  only  charged  with  falsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  motives  imputed  to  him  is  in  itself 
altogether  base  and  dishonorable.     "We  are  told 
that  some  of  the  land  speculators  alluded  to  in 
the   order   were   his  own   particular  friends, 
whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to  promote ; 
that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  public  lands,  and  are  threatened  with 
loss,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an 
inconvenient  length  of  time,  should  the  United 
States  continue  to  be  a  competitor  with  them 
in  unrestricted  sales ;  and  that,  while  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  demanding  specie,  they,  by  selling 
for  paper,  would  acquire  a  preference  in  the 
market,  and  be  enabled  to   command  better 
prices ;  thus  making  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  forgetfulness  of  his  high  station, 
and  his  well-earned  honors,  to  sell  the  latter  for 
trash  to  enrich  his  friends,  and  prostitute  the 
former  to  gratify  their  avarice.     Another  mo- 
tive assigned  is,  that  being  in  heart  opposed  to 
the  deposit  law  of  the  last  session,  he  was  desir- 
ous of  throwing  every  difficidty  in  the  way  of 
its  execution,  to  verify  the  evil  omena  uttered 
by  himself  and  friends  in  relation  to  it,  and  to 
render  it  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.     To 
accomplish  all  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  fram- 
ed, in  the  hope  that  the  pressure  and  embar- 
rassments it  should  produce  might  be  imputed 
to  the  deposit  act.     It  may.be  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  not  well  inclined 
to  the  deposit  act,  and  that  in  truth  it  is  a  mis- 
chievous measure,  some  of  the  evils  of  which 
are  now  demonstrating  themselves ;  that  those 
are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not  in  any 
other  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  their  ex- 
istence ;   that  in  fact  the  connection  between 
present  difficulties  and  the  deposit  act  is  so  in- 
timate as  to  make  it  appear  that  one  was  got 
lip  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the  other. 
But  however  all  this  may  be,  it  is  well  known 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  not  a  man  to  ac- 
complish his  views  by  any  indirection ;  that  a 
bold  and  manly,  and,  as  his  enemies  think,  a 
rash  and  reckless  policy,  is  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics.    Yet  gentlemen  who  advocate  these 
resolutions  ascribe  to  him  conduct  highly  dis- 
ingenuous, and  motives  exceedingly  dishonor- 
able.    It  is  not  my  wish,  in  malice,  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  any  one ;  and  if  I  should  refer 
unfavorably  to  the  motiyes  of  a  party,  I  hope 
no  gentleman  within  or  without  these  walls 
will  consider  it  personal  to  himself,  or  spring- 
ing, in  the-  slightest  degree,  from  individual 
feeling.    We  are  all  men,  and  are  all  liable  to 
have  our  judgment  warped,  however  clear  and 


intuitive  originally,  by  the  allurements  of  per- 
suasion, the  fascination  of  affection,  the  delu- 
sions of  prejudice,  or  the  madness- of  passion, 
and  when  I  find  myself  differing  with  another, 
I  am  always  willing  to  suppose,  and  have  it  sup- 
posed, that  either  he  or  myself  have  fallen 
under  subjection  to  one  of  these  malign  in- 
fluences. 


Tuesday,  January  10. 

Message  from  the  President — Isthmus  o/Barien 
and  of  Nicaragua — Proposals  for  crossing  ly 
Ship-canals. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

Immediately  after  the  passage  by  the  Senate,  at  a 
former  session,  of  the  resolution  requesting  the 
President  to  consider  the  expediency  of  opening 
negotiations  with  the  Governments  of  other  nations, 
and  particularly  with  the  Governments  of  Central 
America  and  New  Granada,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ually protecting,  by  equitable  treaty  stipulations 
with  them,  such  individuals  or  companies  as  might 
undertake  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  which  connects  North 
and  South  America,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  such 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  of 
such  reasonable  tolls  as  ought  to  be  established  to 
compensate  the  capitaUsts  who  might  engage  in  such 
undertaking,  and  complete  the  work,  an  agent  was 
employed  to  obtain  information  in  respect  to  the 
situation  and  character  of  the  country  through  which 
the  line  of  communication,  if  established,  would 
necessarily  pass',  and  the  state  of  the  projects  which 
were  understood  to  be  contemplated  for  opening  such 
communication  by  a  canal  or  a  i-aUroad.  The  agent 
returned  to  the  United  States  in  September  last,  and 
although  the  information  collected  by  him  is  not  as 
full  as  could  have  been  desired,  yet  it  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  probability  of  an  early  execution  of 
any  of  the  projects  which  have  been  set  on  foot  for 
the  construction  of  the  communication  alluded  to  is 
not  so  great  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation at  present  with  any  foreign  Government 
upon  the  subject. 

ANDRE-W  JACESON. 

Washington,  January  9,  1837. 

Treasury  Circular. 

_  The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  joint  resolution  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order  of  July,  1836,  &c.,  together  with 
the  substitute  offered  therefor  by  Mr.  Eives, 
in  the  following  words : 

"  Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  accru- 
ing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
whether  from  customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts, 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  notes 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
the  said  legal  currency  under  the  following  restric- 
tions and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes  :  that  is, 
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from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  notes 
of  no  banlc  which  shall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues ;  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue 
bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars 
shall  be  receivable  ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  of 
July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  less 
denomination  than  twenty  dollars :  Provided,  hovy 
eaer,  That  no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the 
collectors  or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which 
they  are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash." 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  his 
substitute, 

Mr.  EiVBS  said  that,  in  asking  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  it  was  not  his  design  to  abuse 
their  patience  by  rearguing  the  questions  which 
had  already  been  so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed, 
in  relation  to  the  legality  or  the  policy  of  the 
Treasury  circular.  It  was  his  wish  only  to 
state,  somewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing,  the  views  under 
the  influence  of  which  he  had  ofiered  the  propo- 
sition which  is  now  pending  before  the  Senate, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewing.)  In  reference  to 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  Treasury  cir- 
cular, he  regarded  that  measure  as  having  done 
its  office  ;  and  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
now  much  more  concerned  in  the  provision  we 
shall  make  for  the  future,  than  in  any  decision 
we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  When  I  had 
the  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  ad- 
dressing a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  this 
subject,  I  said  what  I  take  great  pleasure  now 
in  repeating,  that,  in  whatever  difflerent  lights 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury  circular  may 
have  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  thorough- 
ly persuaded — that  the  motives  which  had  in- 
duced the  high  functionary  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  to  direct  the  issuing  of  it  were  in 
perfect  consonance  with  that  elevated  and  patri- 
otic spirit  which  had  so  conspicuously  marked 
the  whole  course  of  his  public  life ;  and  that 
no  defect  of  legality,  in  my  estimation,  had 
been  shown  in  the  authority  under  which  it 
was  issued.  I  added,  also,  that  the  measure 
was  properly  to  be  viewed  as  a  temporary  one, 
to  continue  in  operation  until  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  the  whole  subject  could  be  obtained ; 
and  that  the  President  himself,  as  shown  by  the 
evidence  of  his  Message  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  attached  no  importance  to  its 
adoption  as  a  permanent  rule  of  policy. 

One  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  Treasury 
circular,  at  the  time  it  was  issued,  was  to  check 
that  tendency  to  extravagant  bank  issues  and 
bank  credits  which  has  so  signally  marked  the 
history  of  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months. 
But,  so  far  as  that  object  is'concerned,  the  same 
effect  will  now  be  produced  in  a  manner  not 
less  certain,  though  by  a  process  more  gradual, 


and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  community, 
by  the  operation  of  the  deposit  act.  No  one 
can  doubt,  Mr.  President,  that  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  recent  over-action  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country  is  to  be  found  in  the  im- 
mense sums  of  public  moneys  left  in  the  deposit 
bankSj  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  much  to 
their  hanking  capitals.  This  is  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been  eminently  pernicious  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  correction  of  so  great  an  evil 
formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongest  con- 
siderations for  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did 
to  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session ;  a  measure 
which,  however  much  misconceived  or  mis- 
represented in  regard  to  its  true  character,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  upon  the  country  a 
double  benefaction  of  the  highest  value :  first, 
in  putting  out  of  the  way  of  the  Government 
the  temptation,  whose  powerful  influence  we 
were  already  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  ex- 
travagant, and  anti-republican  expenditure ; 
and,  secondly,  in  taking  from  the  deposit  hanks 
that  gratuitous  and  artificial  increment  of  their 
capitals,  which  has  been  a  main  cause  of  the 
unnatural  distention  of  our  paper  currency,  and 
of  that  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation  which  has 
prevailed  through  the  country.  In  gradually 
withdrawing,  as  we  now  are  doing  by  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  these  large  amounts  of  the 
public  treasure  from  the  possession  of  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  I  trust,  by  a 
wise  and  provident  legislation,  we  shall  do,  the 
accumulation  of  any  idle  surplus  in  future,  the 
Government  wUl  take  away  the  stimulus  which 
itself  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues  and 
credits  of  the  banks ;  and  we  may  then  hope 
that,  under  the  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  they  will  return  within  those  safe,  prop- 
er, and  natural  limits  which  the  business  of  the 
community  requires. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Mr. 
President,  I  will  make  one  other  observation. 
However  necessary  or  desirable  the  contraction 
of  our  paper  circulation  may  be,  (if  it  be,  in- 
deed, in  the  large  excess  which  is  supposed  by 
many,)  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is 
no  operation  more  delicate  than  the  reduction 
of  the  currency  of  a  country.  A  decreasing 
circulating  medium,  it  is  agreed  alike  by  theo- 
retical writers  and  by  enlightened  practical 
men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in  the  moneyed 
affairs  of  a  community  which  is  the  most  criti- 
cal and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  from  high 
to  low  prices,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  reward 
of  labor  to  diminished  wages  and  precarious 
employment,  from  active  and  prospering  indus- 
try to  general  languor  and  depression  in  all  the 
operations  of  business.  It  is  a  change  to  which 
society  always  adjusts  itself  slowly  and  painful- 
ly ;  and,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstan- 
ces, must  be  attended  with  distress — often  with 
extensive  ruin.  Great  caution,  therefore,  is 
necessary,  lest  it  be  unduly  precipitated  in  its 
progress,  or  harshly  aggravated  in  its  effects. 
We  have,  in  the  history  of  our  own  country,  at 
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a  period  not  too  remote  for  the  recollection  of 
most  of  us,  a  memorable  example  of  the  dis- 
tressing effects  of  a  rapid  reduction  of  the  cir- 
culating medium.  It  is  strikingly  exhibited,  in 
all  its  details,  in  the  able  report  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
currency,  in  1820.  It  is  there  shown  that  the 
circulation  of  the  country,  in  the  three  years 
from  1816  to  1819,  had  been  brought  down 
from  110  millions  in  the  former,  to  45  millions 
in  the  latter ;  making  the  enormous  reduction 
of  65  millions  within  that  short  period !  The 
scene  of  wide-spread  ruin  and  distress  which 
ensued  is  fresh  in  the  memories  of  aU  who  wit- 
nessed it.  It  inculcates,  at  least,  the  necessity 
of  caution  in  the  action  of  the  Governrnent  on 
this  subject.  It  is  our  duty  to  withdraw  from 
the  banking  operations  of  the  country  that  ar- 
tificial stimulant  which  the  Government  itself 
has  administered ;  but  that  being  done,  a  just 
policy,  in  general,  requires  that  the  concerns  of 
trade  should  be  left  to  regulate  themselves  by 
their  own  natural  and  remedial  laws. 

Regarding,  then,  the  Treasury  circular  as 
having  mainly  done  its  office,  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  establish  some  permanent  and  equal 
rule  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues. 
It  is  a  duty  which  we  cannot  evade  if  we  would. 
In  the  joint  power  which  the  constitution  in- 
vests in  Congress,  to  "  lay  and  collect "  taxes, 
our  duty  is  read  to  us  in  terms  too  significant 
to  be  mistaken.  It  is  as  much  a  part  of  the 
legislative  authority  to  say  in  what  manner  and 
by  what  rule  the  collection  of  the  public  rev- 
enue shall  be  efiTected,  as  to  say  to  what  amount 
and  from  sources  it  shaU  be  raised.  Important 
as  such  a  regulation  is  at  all  times,  it  derives, 
at  the  present  moment,  a  particular  interest 
from  its  close  connection  with  the  subject  of 
the  currency.  It  is  in  that  connection  that  all 
who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  have  dis- 
cussed this  question  before  the  Senate ;  and  it 
is  doubtless  in  that  connection  that  the  public 
attention  is  turned  with  most  anxiety  to  our 
decision  upon  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  all  the 
magnitude  and  all  the  difficulty  of  this  great 
question  of  the  currency.  There  is  none  that 
rises  higher  in  importance,  or  descends  more 
deeply  into  the  interests  of  society.  It  "  comes 
home  to  the  business  and  the  bosoms  of  men." 
It  aifects  alike  the  humblest  laborer  and  the 
wealthiest  capitalist ;  on  it  depend  the  security 
of  property,  the  stability  of  contracts,  the  com- 
fort and  support  of  families,  and,  I  wOl  add,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  public  morals ;  for  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  is  more  calculated  to  unsettle 
the  moral  sense  and  habits  of  a  community  than 
the  dispositions  and  pursuits  fostered  by  the 
lottery  of  a  fluctuating  currency.  In  approach- 
ing such  a  subject,  I  feel  all  the  difficlence  which 
a  just  sense  of  its  difficulty  and  importance 
properly  inspires.  But,  having  submitted  to 
the  Senate  a  proposition  which,  if  adopted, 
would,  I  flatter  myself,  exert  no  small  influence 
on  this  great  interest ;  and  as  the  friends  of  the 
administration  (myself  among  the  number)  have 


been  accused  of  entertaining  visionary,  imprac- 
ticable, and  pernicious  notions  in  regard  to  a  re- 
form of  the  currency,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  while  I  state,  with  as  much  precis- 
ion as  I  may,  the  views  of  that  reform  which  I 
entertain,  and  which  have  determined  the  shape 
of  the  proposition  now  under  their  consideration. 
In  discussing  the  question  of  a  reform  of  the 
currency,  it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  ideas 
clearly  as  to  two  things :  first,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  end  to  be  aimed  at ;  secondly, 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained.    If  I 
am  asked,  what  is  the  end  I  propose,  whether 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  specie  circulation  exclusive- 
ly, and  the  total  suppression  of  bank  paper,  I 
answer,  No.     Even  if  such  an  object  were  de- 
sirable, it  is  plainly  impracticable.     In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  progress  and  refinement 
throughout  the  world,  it  would  probably  be  im- 
practicable anywhere ;  but  in  this  country,  and 
under  our  system  of  government  especially,  it 
is    obviously  wholly  unattainable.     Whether 
right  or  wrong,  we  find  twenty-six  independent 
State  Legislatures  possessed  of  the  power  to 
create  banking  corporations.     'Whatever  specn- 
lative  doubts  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  constitutional  validity  of  this  power,  the 
States  now  actually  possess  and  exercise  it,  as 
they  have  invariably  done  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government,  and  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est probability  that  they  wiU  ever  be  divested 
of  it.     In  every  sober  and  practical  scheme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  assumption 
that  this  independent  State  power  will  remain. 
How,  then,  can  the  banking  system  be  sup- 
pressed by  this  Government  ?     Such  a  notion, 
if  entertained  anywhere,  would  indeed  he  Uto- 
pian and  visionary. 

My  object,  then,  would  be,  not  the  destruction 
of  the  banking  system  and  the  total  suppres- 
sion of  bank  paper,  but  an  efficient  regidation 
of  it,  and  its  restriction  to  safe  and  proper  limits ; 
not  the  exclusive  use  of  specie  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  such  a  substantial  enlargement 
and  general  diffusion  of  it  in  actual  circulation, 
as  would  make  it  the  practical  currency  of  com- 
mon life,  the  universal  medium  of  ordinary 
transactions ;  in  short,  the  money  of  the  farm- 
er, the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  and  the  trades- 
man ;  while  the  merchant  should  be  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  facilities  of  a  sound  and  re- 
stricted paper  currency  for  his  larger  operations. 
Such  a  reformation  in  the  currency  as  this 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  tlie 
most  beneficial  results.  It  would  give  security 
to  the  industrious  classes  of  society  for  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  labor,  against  the  casualties  in- 
cident to  the  paper  system.  The  laborer,  in 
returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  from  his 
weekly  toil,  would  no  longer  find  his  slumbers 
broken  by  the  apprehension  that  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of 
long  years  of  honest  industry,  might  be  dissi- 
pated in  a  moment  by  the  explosion  of  a  bank, 
or  the  bursting  of  some  paper  bubble.  It 
would  give  security,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


97 


Jandary,  1837.] 


Treasury  Circular. 


[Senate. 


whole  body  of  the  community  against  those 
disastrous  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  property 
and  contracts,  which  arise  from  the  ebbs  and 
flows  of  an  unrestricted  paper  currency.  It 
would  give  security  to  the  banks  themselves,  by 
providing  them,  in  the  daily  internal  circulation 
of  the  country,  an  abundant  and  accessible  fund 
for  recruiting  their  resources,  whenever  they 
should  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  pressure. 

This,  sir,  is  the  happy  state  of  things  we 
might  promise  ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  proposition  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  do)  all  bank  bills,  under 
the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars,  with  a 
solid  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there 
any  thing  wild,  any  thing  visionary,  any  thing 
pernicious,  in  such  a  system  of  currency  as 
this?  It  has  the  sanction,  Mr.  President,  of 
the  profoundest  writers  on  questions  of  politi- 
cal economy,  and  has  received  the  practical 
assent  of  the  wisest  nations.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  would  ill  become  me  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  any  scheme  which 
was  not  thus  tested  and  approved.  Of  all  the 
writers  who  have  treated  and  examined  ques- 
tions of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
authority  as  the  author  of  the  "  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions." It  has  been  well  and  justly  said  that 
Adam  Smith  had  done  for  the  science  of  politi- 
cal economy  what  Bacon  and  Newton  had  done 
for  physical  science,  and  Sydney  and  Locke  for 
the  science  of  government  and  the  fundamen- 
tal .principles  of  civil  and  political  liberty.  His 
work,  appearing  contemporaneously  with  the 
American  Revolution,  was  deeply  imbued  with 
the  free  spirit  and  the  large  and  vigorous  thought 
which  so  remarkably  distinguished  that  great 
era.  He  came  forth  as  the  zealous  and  powerful 
champion  of  free  trade,  the  inflexible  opponent  of 
monopoly  and  restriction,  in  all  their  multiplied 
forms,  the  ardent  advocate  of  eveTj  thing  that 
is  liberal,  generous,  and  popular,  in  the  institu- 
tions of  society  and  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
No  work  has  ever  exercised  so  large  an  influ- 
ence for  good  on  the  policy  and  destiny  of  na- 
tions; and  none,  I  am  sure,  considering  the 
stamp  of  liberty  as  well  as  wisdom  impressed 
upon  it,  is  better  entitled  to  the  respect  of  an 
assembly  of  American  legislators.  Adam  Smith, 
by  a  strange  mistake,  has  been  held  up,  rather 
opprobriously,  as  the  advocate  of  a  paper  system 
— as  the  founder,  in  fact,  of  the  paper  school ! 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  this. 
While  he  recognized  the  utility  of  a  judicious 
system  of  banking,  in  liberating  and  putting 
into  productive  employment  capital  which 
would  otherwise  remain  dead  and  inactive,  and 
the  facilities  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
merce, he  yet  insists  that  the  general  circula- 
tion of  the  country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  principles  he  has  laid  down 
on  the  subjects  of  banking  and  currency  con- 
tinue still  to  be  appealed  to  by  the  enlightened 
writers  who  have  followed  him,  as  affording 
the  soundest  exposition  of  those  subjects,  what- 
ever modifications  of  subordinate  points  may 
Vol.  Xm.— 7 


have  been  made  by  subsequent  inquirers,  I  will 
give  to  the  Senate,  and  principally  in  the  words 
of  Adam  Smith  himself,  an  outline  of  his  sys- 
tem of  currency.  After  speaking  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  expected  from  a  judicious  and 
properly  conducted  system  of  banking,  he  says 
expressly,  that  "  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
a  country  are  not  so  secure  when  suspended,  as 
it  were,  on  the  Dffidalian  wings  of  paper  money, 
as  when  they  travel  about  on  the  solid  ground 
of  gold  and  silver."  He  says,  therefore,  it  is 
the  policy  of  wise  Governments  "  to  guard,  not 
only  against  that  excessive  multiplication  of 
paper  money  which  ruins  the  very  banks  which 
issue  it,  but  even  against  that  multiplication  of  it 
which  enables  them  to  flU  the  greater  part  of 
the  circulation  of  the  country  with  it."  He 
then  proceeds  to  show  that  "the  circulation  of 
every  country  may  be  considered  as  divided 
into  two  different  branches :  the  circulation  of 
the  dealers  with  one  another,  and  the  circula- 
tion between  the  dealers  and  consumers."  His 
next  position  is,  "  that  paper  money  may  be  so 
regulated  as  either  to  confine  itself  very  much 
to  the  circulation  between  the  different  dealers, 
or  to  extend  itself  likewise  to  a  great  part  of 
that  between  the  dealers  and  consumers."  The 
regulation  is  effected  by  fixing  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  notes  permitted  to  be  issued.  "  It 
were  better,"  he  adds,  "that  no  bank  notes 
were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  for  a 
smaller  sum  than  five  pounds.  Paper  money 
would  then  confine  itself  to  the  circulation  be- 
tween the  different  dealers ; "  and  where  this 
is  the  case,  he  says,  "  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver."  "  But  where  it  extends  itself 
to  a  considerable  part  of  the  circulation  between 
dealers  and  consumers,  it  banishes  gold  and  sil- 
ver almost  entirely  from  the  country."  The 
system  of  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself 
into  this :  that  the  circulation  between  dealer 
and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but  that  the  circu- 
lation between  dealer  and  consumer  should  be 
of  the  precious  metals ;  that  this  result  ought 
to  be  secured  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of  bank 
notes  for  a  less  sum  than  five  pounds,  and-  that, 
if  such  a  restriction  be  adopted,  there  "  will 
always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  silver  "  in  circu- 
lation, performing  all  the  oflBces  of  exchange  in 
the  "  ordinary  transactions  "  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  paper  would  be  confined  to  com- 
mercial operations  of  a  larger  scale.  Instead 
of  being  the  advocate,  far  less  the  founder,  of 
an  unrestricted  paper  system,  he  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  confining  it  to  commercial  accommoda- 
tion in  the  larger  transactions  between  dealer 
and  dealer.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  suppression 
of  all  bank  notes  under  five  pounds ;  whereby 
gold  and  silver  will  fill  the  ordinary  channels 
of  circulation,  and  become,  in  fact,  the  common 
practical  currency  of  the  country. 

But  this  system  does  not  rest  on  the  authori- 
ty of  Adam  Snyth  alone.  Not  to  mention  the 
illustrious  names  or  the  policy  of  other  enlight- 
ened nations  in  support  of  it,  it  has  received 
the  successive  sanction  of  a  long  line  of  the 
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ablest  practical  statesmen  in  England.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  the  great  work  of  Adam 
Smith  having  appeared  in  1776,  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  very  next  year,  passed 
a  law  prohibiting  all  bankers  from  issuing  notes 
nnder  the  denomination  of  five  pounds.  Tliis 
continued  to  be  the  legislative  policy  of  that 
country  till  the  memorable  year  of  1797,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  exigencies  and  embarrass- 
ments of  that  tremendous  conflict,  growing  out 
of  the  French  revolution,  which  desolated  and 
convulsed  Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Government,  suspended  specie  payments ;  and, 
'at  the  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one- 
pound  and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  country 
was  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  bank,  the  enlighten- 
ed statesmen  of  England  recurred  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  all  notes  under  the  denomination 
of  five  pounds.  This  return  to  a  sound  policy, 
however,  was  not  accomplished,  nor  has  it  been 
maintained,  without  encountering  a  strenuous 
and  persevering  opposition. 

There  is  something  so  instructive  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  reform  of  the  currency  in  England, 
that  it  deserves  to  be  traced  somewhat  more  in 
detail.  In  1819,  a  law  was  passed  directing  a 
complete  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  in  1822;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  was  enacted  that  in  two 
years  after,  to  wit,  in  1824-,  all  small  notes  nn- 
der the  denomination  of  five  pounds  should  be 
prohibited.  The  first  provision  was  carried 
fully  into  effect  at  the  designated  period ;  but 
such  was  the  influence  of  the  country  bankers, 
and  other  associated  interests,  that,  before  the 
appointed  time  for  the  suppression  of  the  small 
notes  arrived,  the  latter  provision  was  repealed, 
and  the  final  suppression  of  the  small  notes 
was  adjourned  to  1833,  the  year  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
But  the  great  commercial  convulsion  of  1825, 
which  swept  banks,  merchants,  farmers,  every 
thing,  before  it,  with  the  destructive  fury  of  a 
tornado,  soon  after  occurred,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monished British  statesmen  of  the  necessity  of 
seeking  a  remedy— in  part,  at  leasl^-in  a  more 
solid  constitution  of  their  currency.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  beginning  of  1826,  Lord  Liverpool 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  the  one  the  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  other  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, introduced  and  carried  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of  all 
small  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
pounds.  This  law  was  stoutly  and  zealously 
opposed  at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  and  re- 
peated attempts  were  subsequently  made  to 
procure  its  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed  for 
its  operation.  But  these  efforts  were  happily 
■nnavailing ;  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith, 
in  regard  to  the  prohibition  of  all  notes  under 
the  denomination  of  five  pounds,  re-establishod 
in  1829,  after  experiencing  the  bitter  fruits  of 
a  temporaj-y  departure  from  it,  may  now  be 


considered  as  the  final  and  settled  policy  of  the 
British  Government.  It  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion and  support  of  her  ablest  statesmen — of 
Liverpool,  of  Peel,  of  Canning,  of  Huskisson,  of 
Brougham,  of  Wellington — all  of  whom,  upon 
the  fullest  experience  and  consideration,  have 
from  time  to  time,  borne  their  testimony  to  the 
value  and  importance  of  this  essential  restric- 
tion upon  a  paper  circulation. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  in  practice? 
Why,  to  give  to  the  people  of  England  virtually 
a  metallic  currency ;   for  gold  and  silver  form 
there  the  daily  habitual  medium  of  all  ordinary 
transactions.    A  bank  note,  except  on  special 
occasions,  is  a  sort  of  phenomenon.     On  this 
point  we  have  precise  information.    It  appears, 
from  statistical  returns  referred  to  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  few  years  ago,  that  the  amount  of  gold 
then  in  circulation  was  twenty-two  millions  of 
pounds  sterling,  -and  of  silver  eight  millions  of 
pounds  sterling.     I  do  not  speak  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  banks;  but 
of  that  which  passes  daily  from  hand  to  hand, 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business.    Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamphlet  on  the 
currency,  published  in  1830,  states  the  metallic 
circulation  of  England  at  precisely  the  same 
amount.     Allowing  nothing  for  any  augmenta- 
tion since,  the  people  of  England  have,  then, 
an  actual  circulating  medium  of  gold  and  silver 
to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions    of   dollars.     The    Secretary  of  {he 
Treasury,  (who,  doubtless,  has   access  to  the 
most  authentic  sources  of  information  on  the 
subject,)  in  his  annual  report  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  states  the  whole  paper 
circulation  of  England,  at  this  time,  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  millions  of  dollars.    We 
may,  therefore,  conclude  that  what  Mr.  Gallatin 
says,  in  the  pamphlet  thus  referred  to,  is  sub- 
stantially correct — that,  "by  the  suppression  of 
all  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £5  sterling, 
the  amount  of  the  circulating  metallic  currency 
in  England  has  become  equal  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."     One-half  of  the 
entire  circulation  consists  of  gold  and  silver, 
constantly  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
performing  all  the  ofiioes  of  exchange  in  the 
ordinary  business  of  life,  and  thus  forming,  in 
fact,  the  practical  currency  of  the  country.    It 
is  this  large  infusion  of  the  precious  metals 
which  has  preserved  the  currency  of  England, 
in  the  main,  in_  a  healthy  condition,  under  a 
system  of  banking  which  her  prime  minister 
himself,  (Lord  Liverpool,)  in  1826,  pronounced 
to  be,  in  other  respects,  "  the  most  insecure, 
the  most  rotten,  the  very  worst,  which  it  is 
possible  to  conceive." 

It  is  this  abundant  supply  of  tbe  precious 
metals,  filling  and  saturating  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation,  which  I  desire  "to  see 
brought  about  in  our  own  country.  That  is 
the  end  to  be  aimed  at.  What  are  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished  ?  We  have 
seen  that  in  England  it  has  been  accomplished 
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by  the  prohibition  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  £5.  Similar  means  will, 
doubtless,  accomplish  the  same  end  here  ;  and, 
I  must  add,  nothing  else  will.  It  is  in  vain  to 
expect  to  bring  gold  and  silver  coins  into  cir- 
culation, without  a  previous  suppression  of  all 
notes  of  corresponding  denominations.  The 
reason  is  obvious.  If  there  exist  in  any  country 
two  distinct  currencies,  both  of  them  answer- 
ing equally  well  the  purposes  of  domestic  cir- 
culation, laut  one  of  them  possessing  only  a 
local  value,  confined  to  the  country  of  its  emis- 
sion, while  the  other  has  a  universal  and 
equal  value  throughout  the  world,  the  latter 
will  necessarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  in  quest  of  the  riches  and  produc- 
tions of  foreign  nations,  leaving  the  former  at 
home  to  penform  an  oflBce  which  it  does  equally 
as  well,  though  it  would  be  Wholly  without  use 
or  value  abroad.  The  total  incompatibility, 
therefore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  denominations,  has  grown  into  an 
axiom.  Edmund  Burke,  (whose  sagacity  in 
questions  of  this  sort  is  well  known,)  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  bill  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1797,  in  a 
letter  written  during  his  last  illness  to  Mr. 
Canning,  which  the  latter  gentleman  brought 
most  touchingly  to  -the  notice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  a  debate  of  gi-eat  interest  and 
instruction,  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
more  recent  period,  (1826,)  used  these  memo- 
rable words :  "  Tell  Mr.  Pitt  that,  if  he  consents 
to  the  issue  of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never 
see  a  guinea  again."  The  prophecy,  sir,  became 
history.  No  one  saw  a  guinea  in  circulation  in 
England  while  the  bank  continued  the  issue  of 
one-pound  notes. 

In  1828,  when  a  great  struggle  again  took 
place  In  the  British  Parliament,  on  the  final 
consummation  of  the  effort  to  restore  a  metallic 
currency,  there  was  not  a  single  distinguished 
man  who  did  not  bear  his  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  on  that  occasion,  "there 
was  a  natural  antipathy  between  the  one-pound 
note  and  the  sovereign.  They  would  not  exist 
together,  for  the  note  soon  drove  the  sovereign 
out  of  circulation."  The  Duke  of  "Wellington, 
who  was  eminently  a  practical  man,  and  spoke 
from  the  teachings  of  experience,  said  "  the 
experience  of  the  last  few  years  had  proved  tlie 
truth  of  the  theory,  that  one-pound  notes  and 
gold  sovereigns  would  not  circulate  at  the  same 
time.  If  you  are  to  have  gold  in  circulation, 
you  cannot  liave  one-pound  notes."  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson,  whose  familiarity  with  questions  of  this 
sort  was  the  result  of  profound  studies,  as  well 
as  matured  experience,  said,  still  more  pointed- 
ly, "  when  tlie  paper  is  let  in,  the  gold  will  dis- 
appear. They  might  vote  the  money,  they 
might  coin  it,  but  how  could  they  retain  it  in 
the  country  ? "  This  remark  applies  most  forci- 
bly to  our  present  situation.  We  have  voted 
tlie  metallic  money,  we  have  coined  it,  but  it 


will  not  circulate.  Since  we  corrected,  by  law, 
the  under- valuation  of  the  gold  coins,  (but  little 
more  than  two  years  ago,)  the  quantity  of  gold 
in  the  country,  according  to  the  late  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has 
increased  fifteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at 
our  own  mint,  within  that  time,  according  to 
the  same  authority,  ten  millions  of  -gold.  But 
where  is  it?  In  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  or 
hoarded  by  individuals !  and  we  shall  never  see 
it  in  circulation  until  we  have  opened  the  way 
for  it  by  a  previous  suppression  of  the  small 
notes.  If  we  mean  to  do  any  thing  practical 
and  efieotual  for  introducing  a  more  general 
circulation  of  specie,  we  must  begin  at  the 
right  end,  by  first  putting  down  the  small-note 
circulation. 


Wednbsdat,  January  11. 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  credentials  of  John 
H.  Spenoe,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  the  death  of  Hon.  R.  H.  Golds- 
BOKOTTGH,  till  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Texas  Independence. 

Mr.  Walkee  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  for  con- 
sideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished and  maintained  an  independent  Government, 
capable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and 
domestic,  which  appertain  to  independent  Govern- 
ments, and  it  appearing  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war  by  Mexico  against  the  said  State,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper,  and  in  perfect  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this  Government 
in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political  existence 
of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States." 


Thttesdat,  January  12. 
Expunging  Resolution. 
[The  resolutiou  and  the  preamble  were  the  same 
which  had  been  presented  at  the  previous  session, 
and  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat.] 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Benton  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  now 
near  three  years  since  the  resolve  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  which  it  is  my  present  motion 
to  expunge  from  the  journal.  At  the  moment 
that  this  resolve  was  adopted,  I  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  it ;  and  then 
expressed  my  confident  belief  that  the  motion 
would  eventually  prevail.  That  expression  of 
confidence  was  not  an  ebullition  of  vanity,  or 
a  presumptuous  calculation,  intended  to  accel- 
erate the  event  it  affected  to  foretell.  It  was 
not  a  vain  boast,  or  an  idle  assumption,  but 
was  the  result  of  a  d'eep  conviction  of  the  in- 
justice done  President  Jackson,  and  a  thorough 
reliance  upon  the  justice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.    I  felt  that  the  President  had  been  wrong- 
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ed;  and  my  heart  told  me  that  thia  wrong 
would  he  redressed.  The  event  proves  that  I 
was  not  mistaken.  The  question  of  expunging 
this  resolution  has  heen  carried  to  the  people, 
and  their  decision  has  heen  had  upon  it.  They 
decide  in  favor  of  the  expurgation ;  and  their 
decision  has  heen  hoth  made  and  manifested, 
and  communicated  to  us  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways.  A  great  number  of  States  have  expressly 
instructed  their  Senators  to  vote  for  this  ex- 
purgation. A  very  great  majority  of  the  States 
have  elected  Senators  and  Representatives^  to 
Congress,  upon  the  express  ground  of  favoring 
this  expurgation.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  President,  and  furnished  the 
.material  and  worked  the  machinery  which  was 
used  against  him,  and  which  was  then  so 
powerful  on  this  floor,  has  hecome  more  and 
more  odious  to  the  public  mind,  and  musters 
now  hut  a  slender  phalanx  of  friends  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  The  late  presidential 
election  furnishes  additional  evidence  of  public 
sentiment.  The  candidate  who  was  the  friend 
of  President  Jackson,  the  supporter  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  the  avowed  advocate  for  the 
expurgation,  has  received  a  large  majority  of 
the  suflrages  of  the  whole  Union,  and  that  after 
an  express  declaration  of  his  sentiments  on 
this  precise  point.  The  evidence  of  the  public 
will,  exhibited  in  all  these  forms,  is  too  mani- 
fest to  be  mistaken,  too  explicit  to  require  illus- 
tration, and  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded. 
Omitting  details  and  specific  enumeration  of 
proofs,  I  refer  to  our  own  files  for  the  instruc- 
tions to  expunge — to  the  complexion  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  temper  of  the  people — to  the 
denationalized  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fate  of  the  imperious 
accuser — and  to  the  issue  of  the  presidential 
election  for  the  answer  of  the  tJnion.  All 
these  are  pregnant  proofs  of  the  public  will ; 
and  the  last  pre-eminently  so — because  both 
the  question  of  the  expurgation  and  the  form 
of  the  process  were  directly  put  in  issue  upon 
it.  A  representative  of  the  people  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky  formally  interrogated  a 
prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on  these 
points,  and  required  from  him  a  public  answer, 
for  the  information  of  the  public  mind.  The 
answer  was  given,  and  published,  and  read  by 
all  the  voters  before  the  election ;  and  I  deem 
it  right  to  refer  to  that  answer  in  this  place, 
not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in  issue, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  doing  more  ample 
justice  to  President  Jackson,  by  incorporating 
into  the  legislative  history  of  this  case  the  high 
and  honorable  testimony  in  his  favor  of  the 
eminent  citizen  who  has  just  been  exalted  to 
the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  presidency : 

"  Tour  last  question  seeks  to  know  'my'  opinion 
as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  or  House 
of  Representatives  to  expiJige  or  obliterate  from 
the  journals  the  proceedings  of  a  previous  session. 

"  You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  satisfied,  upon  further 
consideration,  that  there  are  but  few  questions  of  a 


political  character  less  connected  with  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
that  might  not  with  equal  propriety  be  put  by  an 
elector  to  a  candidate  for  that  station,  than  this. 
With  the  journals  of  neither  House  of  Congress  can 
he  properly  have  any  thing  to  do.  But  as  your 
question  has  doubtless  been  induced  by  the  pendency 
of  Colonel  Benton's  resolutions  to  expunge  from 
the  journals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  resolutions 
touching  the  official  conduct  of  President  Jackson, 
I  prefer  to  say  that  I  regard  the  passage  of  Colonel 
Benton's  preamble  and  resolutions  to  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  a  faithful  and  greatly  injured  public  ser- 
vant, not  only  constitutional  in  itself  but  imperiously 
demanded  by  a  proper  respect  for  the  well-known 
will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  draw  violent,  un- 
warranted, or  strained  inferences.  I  do  not 
assume  to  say  that  the  question  oS  this  expur- 
gation was  a  leading  or  a  controlling  point  in  the 
issue  of  this  election.  I  do  not  assume  to  say, 
or  insinuate,  that  every  individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  his  suffrage  with  reference  to 
this  question.  Doubtless  there  were  many 
exceptions.  Still,  the  triumphant  election  of 
the  candidate  who  had  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  just  quoted,  and  who  was,  besides,  the 
personal  and  political  friend  of  President  Jack- 
son, and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  adminis- 
tration, must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the 
proofs  in  this  case,  and  ranked  among  the  high 
concurring  evidences  of  the  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  the  motion  which  I  make. 

Assuming,  then,  that  we  have  ascertained 
the  will  of  the  people  on  this  great  question, 
the  inquiry  presents  itself,  how  far  the  expres- 
sion of  that  will  ought  to  be  conclusive  of  our 
action  here.  I  hold  that  it  ought  to  be  binding 
and  obligatory  upon  us ;  and  that,  not  only 
upon  the  principles  of  representative  govern- 
ment, which  require  obedience  to  the  known 
will  of  the  people,  but  also  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  upon  which  the  proceeding 
against  President  Jackson  was  conducted,  when 
the  sentence  against  him  was  adopted.  Then, 
every  thing  was  done  with  special  reference  to 
the  will  of  the  people.  Their  impulsion  was 
assumed  to  be  the  sole  motive  to  action,  and 
to  them  the  ultimate  verdict  was  expressly 
referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alarm  and 
prbssure,  every  engine  of  political  and  moneyed 
power,  was  put  in  motion,  and  worked  for 
many  months,  to  excite  the  people  against  the 
President,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  memorials, 
petitions,  travelling  committees,  and  distress 
deputations,  against  him ;  and  each  symptom 
of  popular  discontent  was  hailed  as  an  evidence 
of  public  will,  and  quoted  here  as  prOof  that 
the  people  demanded  the  condemnation  of  the 
President.  Not  only  legislative  assemblies, 
and  memorials  from  large  assemblies,  were  then 
produced  here  as  evidence  of  public  opiniou, 
but  the  petitions  of  boys  under  age,  the  re- 
monstrances of  a  few  signers,  and  the  results  of 
the  most  inconsiderable  elections,  were  osten- 
tatiously paraded  and  magnified  as  the  evidence 
of  the  sovereign  will  of  our  constituents.    Thus, 
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sir,  the  public  voice  was  every  thing,  while  that 
voice  partially  obtained  through  political  and 
pecuniary  machinations,  was  adverse  to  the 
President.  Then,  the  popular  will  was  the 
shrine  at  which  all  worshipped.  Now,  when 
that  will  is  regularly,  soberly,  repeatedly,  and 
almost  universally,  expressed  through  the  ballot- 
boxes,  at  the  various  elections,  and  turns  out 
to  be  in  favor  of  the  President,  certainly  no 
one  can  disregard  it,  nor  otherwise  look  at  it 
than  as  the  solemn  verdict  of  the  competent 
and  ultimate  tribunal,  upon  an  issue  fairly  made 
up,  fully  argued,  and  duly  submitted  for  decis- 
ion. As  such  verdict,  I  receive  it.  As  the 
deliberate  verdict  of  the  sovereign  people,  I  bow 
to  it.  I  am  content.  I  do  not  mean  to  reopen 
the  case,  nor  to  recommence  the  argument.  I 
leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  others  choose 
to  perform  it.  For  myself,  I  am  content ;  and, 
dispensing  with  further  argument,  I  shall  call 
for  judgment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done 
upon  that  unhappy  journal,  which  the  verdict 
of  millions  of  freemen  finds  guilty  of  bearing 
on  its  face  an  untrue,  illegal,  and  unconstitu- 
tional sentence  of  condemnation  against  the 
approved  President  of  the  republic. 

But,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  argument 
of  this  question,  and  refusing  to  tread  over 
again  the  ground  already  traversed,  there  is 
another  and  a  different  task  to  perform ;  one 
which  the  approaching  termination  of  President 
Jackson's  administration  makes  peculiarly  prop- 
er at  this  time,  and  which  it  is  my  privilege, 
and  perhaps  my  duty,  to  execute,  as  being  the 
suitable  conclusion  to  the  arduous  contest  in 
which  we  have  been  so  long  engaged :  I  allude 
to  the  general  tenor  of  his  administration,  and 
to  its  effect,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  his  country.  This  is  the  proper  time  for 
such  a  view  to  be  taken.  The  political  existence 
of  this  great  man  now  draws  to  a  close.  In 
little  more  than  forty  days  he  ceases  to  be  a 
public  character.  In  a  few  brief  weeks  he 
ceases  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any, 
and  should  cease  to  be  an  object  of  political  hate, 
or  envy,  to  all.  Whatever  of  motive  the  servile 
and  time-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted 
station  for  raising  the  altar  of  adulation,  and 
burning  the  incense  of  praise  before  him,  that 
motive  can  no  longer  exist.  The  dispenser 
of  the  patronage  of  an  empire — the  chief  of 
this  great  confederacy  of  States — is  soon  to  be 
a  private  individual,  stripped  of  all  power  to 
reward  or  to  punish.  His  own  thoughts,  as  he 
has  shown  us  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
that  message  which  is  to  be  the  last  of  its  kind 
that  we  shall  ever  receive  from  him,  are  direct- 
ed to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  by  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen, 
and  to  which  he  now  looks  for  that  interval  of 
repose  which  age  and  infirmities  require.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  ceases  to  be  a  subject 
for  the  ebullition  of  the  passions,  and  passes 
into  a  character  for  the  contemplation  of  his- 
tory. Historically,  then,  shall  I  view  him ;  and, 
limiting  this  view  to  his  civil  administration,  I 


demand  where  is  there  a  chief  magistrate  of 
whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  and 
from  whom  so  much  good  has  come  ?  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy 
of  a  country  under  such  appalling  predictions 
of  ruin  and  woe !  never  has  any  one  been  so 
pursued  with  direful  prognostications !  Never 
has  any  one  been  so  beset  and  impeded  by  a 
powerful  combination  of  political  and  moneyed 
confederates !  Never  has  any  one  in  any  coun- 
try, where  the  administration  of  justice  has 
risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-string,  been 
so  lawlessly  and  shamelessly  tried  and  con- 
demned by  rivals  and  enemies,  without  hearing, 
without,  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or 
justice  1  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find 
examples  of  tyrants  sufiiciently  odious  to  illus- 
trate him  by  comparison.  Language  has  been 
tortured  to  iind  epithets  sufiBciently  strong  to 
paint  him  in  description.  Imagination  has 
been  exhausted  in  her  efforts  to  deck  him  with 
revolting  and  inhuman  attributes.  Tyrant, 
despot,  usurper ;  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
his  country  ;  rash,  ignorant,  imbecile ;  endan- 
gering the  public  peace  with  all  foreign  nations ; 
destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  home ;  ruin- 
ing all  industry,  all  commerce,  all  manufacto- 
ries ;  annihilating  confidence  between  man  and 
man ;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populous  cities 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  wharves  of  com- 
mercial towns  to  the  encumbrance  of  decaying 
vessels,  depriving  labor  of  all  reward ;  depriving 
industry  of  all  employment ;  destroying  the  cur- 
rency ;  plunging  an  innocent  and  happy  people 
from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the  depths  of 
misery,  want,  and  despair.  Such  is  the  faint  out- 
line, followed  up  by  actual  condemnation,  of  the 
appalling  denunciations  daily  uttered  against 
this  one  man,  from  the  moment  he  became  an 
object  of  political  competition,  down  to  the 
concluding  moment  of  his  political  existence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us 
that  there  is  a  time  for  all  things.  There  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  time  for  every  evil  that  human 
nature  admits  of  to  be  vaticinated  of  President 
Jackson's  administration;  equally  certain,  the 
time  has  now  come  for  all  rational  and  well- 
disposed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
the  facts,  and  to  ask  themselves  if  these  calami- 
tous prognostications  have  been  verified  by 
events  ?  Have  we  peace,  or  war,  with  foreign 
nations  ?  Certainly,  we  have  peace  I  peace 
with  all  the  world !  peace  with  all  its  benign, 
and  felicitous,  and  beneficent  influences !  Are 
we  respected  or  despised  abroad?  Certainly 
the  American  name  never  was  more  honored 
throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  than 
in  this  very  moment.  Do  we  hear  of  indig- 
nity or  outrage  in  any  quarter  ?  of  merchants 
robbed  in  foreign  ports  ?  of  vessels  searched  on 
the  high  seas  ?  of  American  citizens  impressed 
into  foreign  service?  of  the  national  flag  in- 
sulted anywhere  ?  On  the  contrary,^  we  see 
former  wrongs  repaired ;  no  new  ones  inflicted. 
France  pays  twcnty-flve  millions  of  francs  for 
spoliations  committed  thirty  years  ago ;  Naples 


102 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Expunging  Resolution. 


[Jamuaky,  1837. 


pays  two  millions  one  hundred  thousand  ducats 
for  wrongs  of  the  same  date ;  Denmark  pays 
six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rixdoUars  for 
wrongs  done  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago ;  Spain 
engages  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon 
for  injuries  of  fifteen  years'  date ;  and  Portu- 
gal, the  last  in  the  list  of  former  aggressors, 
admits  her  liability,  and  only  waits  the  adjust- 
ment of  details  to  close  her  account  by  ade- 
quate indemnity.  So  far  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abroad,  this  de- 
nounced administration  has  been  the  season  of 
peace  and  good  wOl,  and  the  auspicious  era  of 
universal  reparation.  So  far  from  suffering 
injury  at  the  hands  of  foreign  powers,  our 
merchants  have  received  indemnities  for  all 
former  injuries.  It  has  been  the  day  of  ac- 
counting, of  settlement,  and  of  retribution. 
The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  through 
four  successive  previous  administrations,  has 
been  closed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done 
to  commerce  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under 
so  many  different  Presidents,  and  indemnities 
withheld  from  all,  have  been  repaired  and  paid 
over  under  the  beneficent  and  glorious  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jackson.  But  one  single 
instance  of  outrage  has  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical 
horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but  the  law  of 
force.  The  Malays  of  Sumatra  committed  a 
robbery  and  massacre  upon  an  American  vessel. 
"Wretches !  they  did  not  then  know  that  Jack- 
son was  President  of  the  United  States !  and 
that  no  distance,  no  thne,  no  idle  ceremonial 
of  treating  with  robbers  a,nd  assassins,  was  to 
hold  back  the  arm  of  justice.  Commodore 
Downes  went  out.  His  cannon  and  his  bayo- 
nets struck  the  outlaws  in  their  den.  They 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  which 
was  committed ;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught 
to  these  distant  pirates — to  our  antipodes  them- 
selves— that  not  even  the  entire  diameter  of 
this  globe  could  protect  them !  and  that  the 
name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Eoman 
citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pass- 
port of  all  that  wore  it  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  habitable  world. 

At  home  the  most  gratifying  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view:  the  public  debt  paid  off; 
taxes  reduced  one-half;  the  completion  of  the 
public  defences  systematically  commenced ;  the 
compact  with  Georgia,  unoomplied  with  since 
1802,  now  carried  into  effect,  and  her  soil  ready 
to  be  freed,  as  her  jurisdiction  has  been  deliv- 
ered from  the  presence  and  incumbrance  of  an 
Indian  population.  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  in  a 
word,  all  the  States  incumbered  with  an  Indian 
population,  have  been  relieved  from  that  in- 
cumbrance ;  and  the  Indians  themselves  have 
been  transferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes, 
every  way  better  adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  existence,  the  preservation  of  their  rights, 
and  the  improvement  of  their  condition. 


The  currency  is  not  ruined !  On  the  con- 
trary, seventy-five  millions  of  specie  in  the 
country  is  a  spectacle  never  seen  before,  and  is 
the  barrier  of  the  people  against  the  designs 
of  any  banks  which  may  attempt  to  suspend 
payments,  and  to  force  a  dishonored  paper  cur- 
rency upon  the  community.  These  seventy-five 
millions  are  the  security  of  the  people  against 
the  dangers  of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible 
paper  money.  Gold,  after  a  disappearance  of 
thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our  country.  All 
Europe  beholds  with  admiration  the  success 
of  our  efforts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  onr- 
selves  with  the  currency  which  our  constitution 
guarantees,  and  which  the  example  of  Prance 
and  Holland  shows  to  be  so  easily  attainable, 
and  of  such  incalculable  value  to  industry, 
morals,  economy,  and  solid  wealth.  The  suc- 
cess of  .these  efforts  is  styled,  in  the  best  Lon- 
don papers,  not  merely  a  reformati6n,  but  a 
revolution,  in  the  currency!  a  revolution  by 
which  our  America  is  now  regaining  from 
Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  she  has  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confi- 
dence is  not  destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped, 
workmen  are  not  mendicants  for  bread  and 
employment,  credit  is  not  extinguished,  prices 
have  not  sunk,  grass  is  not  growing  in  the 
streets  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of 
curses,  rising  irom  the  bosoms  of  a  ruined  and 
agonized  people,  are  not  ascending  to  heaven 
against  the  destroyer  of  a  nation's  felicity  and 
prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  the  reverse  of 
all  this  is  true!  and  true  to  a  degree  that 
astonishes  and  bewilders  the  senses.  I  know 
that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters ;  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  specious  and  a  solid  pros- 
perity. I  know  that  a  pai't  of  the  present  pros- 
perity is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an  increase 
of  fifty  millions  of  paper  money  forced  into 
cu-culation  by  one  thousand  banks ;  but,  after 
making  due  allowance  for  this  fictitious  and 
delusive  excess,  the  real  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  still  unprecedentJy  and  transcend- 
ently  great.  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be 
followed  by  its  ebb,  tliat  every  expansion  must 
be  followed  by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a 
revulsion  in  the  paper  system  is  inevitable ;  but 
I  know,  also,  that  these  seventy-five  millions 
of  gold  and  silver  is  the  bulwark  of  the  coun- 
try, and  will  enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet 
its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  citizen  to  take 
care  of  himself. 

Turning  to  some  points  in  the  civil  adminis- 
tration of  President  Jackson,  and  how  much 
do  we  not  find  to  admire!  The  great  cause 
of  the  constitution  has  been  vindicated  from  an 
imputation  of  more  than  forty  years'  duration. 
Ho  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fact  itself,  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "  necessary  "  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in 
that  demonstration  he  has  upset  the  argument 
of  General  Hamilton,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
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that  ever  has  heea  said  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  national  hank.  All  this  argu- 
ment and  decision  rested  upon  the  single  as- 
sumption of  the  "  necessity  "  of  that  institution 
to  the  Federal  Government.  He  has  shown  it 
is  not  "  necessaiy  ;  "  that  the  currency  of  the 
constitution,  and  especially  a  gold  currency,  is 
all  that  the  Federal  Government  wants,  and 
that  she  can  get  .that  whenever  she  pleases. 
In  this  single  act  he  has  vindicated  tlie  consti- 
tution from  an  unjust  imputation,  and  knocked 
from  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
the  assumed  fact  on  which  it  rested.  He  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reversal  of  that  deci- 
sion ;  and  it  is  a  question  for  lawyers  to  answer, 
whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for  the  application 
of  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  lest  in 
any  case  there  should  be  an  oppressive  defect 
of  justice — the  venerable  wi-it  of  audita  que- 
rela defendentis — to  ascertain  the  truth  of  a 
fact  happening  since  the  judgment,  and  upon 
the  due  finding  of  which  the  judgment  will  be 
vacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bring  their  books, 
and  answer  us  if  there  is  not  a  case  here  pre- 
sented for  the  application  of  that  ancient  and 
most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  country  has 
first  learned  the  true  theory  and  practical  intent 
of  the  constitution,  in  giving  to  the  Executive 
a  qualified  negative  on  the  legislative  power  of 
Congress.  Far  from  being  an  odious,  danger- 
ous, or  kingly  prerogative,  this  power,  as  vested 
in  the  President,  is  nothing  but  a  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes 
of  the  people  among  the  Eomans,  and  intended 
to  suspend  the  passage  of  a  law  until  the  people 
themselves  should  have  time  to  consider  it. 
The  qualified  veto  of  the  President  destroys 
nothing ;  it  only  delays  the  passage  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  considera- 
tion and  decision.  It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,  not  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  of  the 
whole  House,  but  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Union.  It  is  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  people,  for  them  to  examine  and 
consider ;  and  if,  upon  this  examination,  they 
are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next 
session.  The  delay  of  a  few  months  is  the  only 
effect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where  the  people  shall 
ultimately  approve  a  law ;  where  they  do  not 
approve  it,  the  interposition  of  the  veto  is  the 
harrier  which  saves  them  the  infiiction  of  a 
law,  the  repeal  of  which  might  afterwards  be 
almost  impossible.  The  qualified  negative  is, 
therefore,  a  beneficent  power,  intended,  as 
General  Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalist,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
department ;  and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the 
people  from  \\asiy,  dangerous,  or  criminal  legis- 
lation on  the  part  of  their  representatives. 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto 
power;  and  the  fear  expressed  by  General 
Hamilton  was,  that  Presidents,  so  far  from 
exercising  it  too  often,  would  not  exercise  it 


as  often  as  the  safety  of  the  people  required ; 
they  might  lack  the  moral  courage  to  stake 
themselves  in  opposition  to  a  favorite  measure 
of  the  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  thus  deprive  the  people,  in  many 
instances,  of  their  right  to  pass  upon  a  bill 
before  it  becomes  a  final  law.  The  cases  in 
which  President  Jackson  has  exercised  the  veto 
power  has  shown  the  soundness  of  these  obser- 
vations. No  ordinary  President  would  have 
staked  himself  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
1832.  It  required  President  Jackson  to  con- 
front that  power — to  stem  that  torrent — to  stay 
the  progress  of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to 
the  people  for  their  decision.  His  moral  cour- 
age was  equal  to  the  crisis.  He  arrested  the 
charter  until  it  could  go  to  the  people,  and 
they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  not 
done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become  law, 
and  its  repeal  almost  impossible.  The  people 
of  the  whole  Union  would  now  have  been  in 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
bestrode  by  the  monster,  in  daily  conflict  with 
him,  and  maintaining  a  doubtful  contest  for 
supremacy  between  the  Government  of  a  State 
and  the  directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detail  specific  acts  which  adorn  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Jackson,  and  illustrate 
the  intuitive  sagacity  of  his  intellect,  the  firm- 
ness of  his  mind,  his  disregard  of  personal 
popularity,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the  public 
good,  would  be  inconsistent  with  this  rapid 
sketch,  intended  merely  to  present  general 
views,  and  not  to  detail  single  actions,  howso- 
ever worthy  they  may  be  of  a  splendid  page 
in  the  volume  of  history.  But  how  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  1883  ?  that  wise,  heroic, 
and  masterly  measure  of  prevention,  which  has 
rescued  an  empire  from  the  fangs  of  a  merciless, 
revengeful,  greedy,  insatiate,  implacable,  mon- 
eyed power  1  It  is  a  remark  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  philosophic  observation  of  my 
most  esteemed  colleague  and  friend,  (pointing 
to  Dr.  LiNN",)  that,  while  it  requires  far  greater 
talent  to  foresee  an  evil  before  it  happens,  and 
to  arrest  it  by  precautionary  measures,  than  it 
requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  the  applause 
bestowed  by  the  world  is  always  greatest  in  the 
latter  case.  Of  this  the  removal  of  the  public 
moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
an  eminent  instance.  The  veto  of  1832,  which 
arrested  the  charter  which  Congress  had  grant- 
ed, immediately  received  the  applause  and 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  Union;  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  prevented 
the  bank  from  forcing  a  re-charter,  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  majority  of  the  country, 
and  even  of  his  own  friends ;  yet  the  veto 
would  have  been  unavailing,  and  the  bank 
would  inevitably  have  been  reohartered,  if  the 
deposits  had  not  been  removed.  The  immense 
sums  of  public  money  since  accumulated  would 
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have  enabled  the  bank,  if  she  had  retained  the 
possession  of  it,  to  have  coerced  a  recharter. 
Nothing  but  the  removal  could  have  prevented 
her  from  extorting  a  recharter  from  the  suffer- 
ings and  terrors  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  that  measure,  the  previous  veto  would 
have  been  unavailing;  the  bank  would  have 
been  again  installed  in  power,  and  this  entire 
Federal  Government  would  have  been  held  as 
an  appendage  to  that,  bank,  and  administered 
according  to  her  directions,  and  by  her  nomi- 
nees. That  great  measure  of  prevention,  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  though  feebly  and 
faintly  supported  by  friends  at  first,  has  expelled 
the  bank  from  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyance  under  a  State  charter.  She  is  not 
dead,  but,  holding  her  capital  and  stockholders 
together  under  a  State  charter,  she  has  taken 
a  position  to  watch  events,  and  to  profit  by 
them.  The  royal  tiger  has  gone  into  the 
jungle !  and,  crouched  on  his  belly,  he  awaits 
the  favorable  moment  for  emerging  from  his 
cover,  and  springing  on  the  body  of  the  unsus- 
picious traveller ! 

The  Treasury  order  for  excluding  paper  money 
from  the  land  ofiices  is  another  wise  measure, 
originating  in  an  enlightened  forecast,  and  pre- 
venting great  mischiefs.    The  President  foresaw 
the  evils  of  sufifering  a  thousand  streams  of  paper 
money,  issuing  from  a  thousand  different  banks, 
to  discharge  themselves  on  the  national  domain. 
He  foresaw  that,  if  these  currents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  course,  the  public  lands  would 
be  swept  away,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled 
with  irredeemable  paper,  a  vast  number  of 
banks  must  be  broken  by  their  folly,  and  the 
cry  set  up  that  nothing  but  a  national  bank 
could  regulate  the  currency.     He  stopped  the 
course  of  these  streams  of  paper,  and,  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a  great  ca- 
lamity, and  excited  anew  the  machinations  of 
those  whose  schemes  of  gain  and  mischief  have 
been  disappointed,  and  who  had  counted  on   a 
new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again 
saluting  Congress  with  the  old  story  of  confi- 
dence^ destroyed,  currency  ruined,  prosperity 
annihilated,  and  distress  produced,  by  the  tyr- 
anny of  one  man.    They  began  their  lugubrious 
song ;  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
too  strong  for  money  and  insolence;  and  the 
jjanic  letter  of  the  ex- president  of  the  denation- 
alized bank,  after  limping  about  for  a  few  days, 
has  shrunk  from  the  lash  of  public  scorn,  and 
disappeared  from  the  forum  of  public  debate. 

The  difficulty  with  France  :  what  an  instance 
it  presents  of  the  superior  sagacity  of  President 
Jackson  over  all  the  commonplace  politicians 
who  beset  and  impede  his  adTninistration  at 
home!  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and  aggra- 
vated by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portentous  aspect ;  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation 
of  purpose,  and  manly  frankness,  of  the  Presi- 
dent, avoided  the  danger,  accompKshed  the 
object,  commanded  the  admiration  of  Europe, 
and  retained  the  friendship  of  France.  He  con- 
ducted the  delicate  affair  to  a  successful  and 


mutually  honorable  issue.  All  is  amicably  and 
happily  terminated,  leaving  not  a  wound,  nor 
even  a  scar,  behind — leaving  the  Frenchman 
and  American  on  the  ground  on  which  they 
have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and  should  forever 
stand ;  the  ground  of  friendship,  respect,  good 
will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  honor,  happi- 
ness, and  prosperity  of  each  other. 

But  why  this  specification?     So  beneficent 
and  so  glorious  has  been  the  administration  of 
this  President,  that  where  to  begin,  and  where 
to  end,  in  the  enumeration  of  great  measures, 
would  be  the  embarrassment  of  him  who  has 
his  eulogy  to  make.    He  came  into  office  the 
first  of  generals ;  he  goes  out  the  first  of  states- 
men.    His  civil  competitors  have  shared  the 
fate  of  his  military  opponents ;  and  Washing- 
ton city  has  been  to  the  American  politicians 
who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines. 
Repulsed!  driven  back  !  discomfited!  crushed! 
has  been  the  fate  of  all  assaUants,  foreign  and 
domestic,  civil  and  military.     At  home  and 
abroad,  the  impress  of  his  genius  and  of  Ms 
character  is  felt.     He  has  impressed  upon  the 
age  in  which  he  lives  the  stamp  of  his  arms,  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  of  his  domestic  policy.    In 
a  word,  so  transcendent  have  been  the  merits 
of  his  administration,  that  they  have  operated 
a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most  inveterate 
opponents.     He  has  expunged  their  objections 
to  military  chieftains!     He  has  shown  them 
that  they  were  mistaken ;  that  mihtary  men 
were  not  the  dangerous  rulers  they  had  im- 
agined, but  safe  and  prosperous  conductors  of 
the  vessel  of  state.     He  has  changed  their  fear 
into  love.     With  visible  signs  they  admit  their 
error,  and,  instead  of  deprecating,  they  now 
invoke  the  reign  of  chieftains.     They  labored 
hard  to  procure   a  military  successor  to  the 
present  incumbent ;  and  if  their  love  goes  on 
increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  republic  may 
he  put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to 
breed  a  perpetual  succession  of  these  chieftains 
to  rule  over  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  which  the  inconsistency 
of  mad  opponents  has  provoked,  and  to  return 
to  the  plain  delineations  of  historical  painting, 
the  mind  instinctively  dwells  on  the  vast  and 
unprecedented  populai-ity  of  this  President. 
Great  is  the  influence,  great  the  power,  greater 
than  any  man  ever  before  possessed  in  our 
America,  which  he  has  acquired  over  the  pub- 
lic mind.  And  how  has  he  acquired  it  ?  Not 
by  the  arts  of  intrigue,  or  the  juggling  tricks 
of  diplomacy ;  not  by  undermining  rivals,  or 
sacrificing  public  interests  for  the  gratification 
of  classes  or  individuals.  But  he  has  acquired 
it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  sagacity 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeas- 
urable distance  behind,  has  always  enabled  him 
to  adopt  the  right  remedy,  at  the  right  time, 
and  to  conquer  soonest  when  the  men  of  forms 
and  office  thought  him  most  near  to  ruin  and 
despair.  Nest,  by  a  moral  courage  which  knew 
no  fear  when  the  public  good  beckoned  him  to 
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go  on.  Last,  and  chiefest,  he  has  acquired  it 
hy  an  open  honesty  of  purpose,  which  knew  no 
concealments ;  by  a  straight-forwardness  of 
action,  which  disdained  the  forms  of  office  and 
the  arts  of  intrigue ;  by  a  disinterestedness  of 
motive,  which  knew  no  selfish  or  sordid  calcu- 
lation; a  devotedness  of  patriotism,  which 
staked  every  thing  personal  on  the  issue  of 
every  measure  which  the  public  welfare  re- 
quired him  to  adopt.  By  these  qualities,  and 
these  means,  he  has  acquired  his  prodigious 
popularity  and  his  transcendent  influence  over 
the  public  mind;  and  if  there  are  any  who 
envy  that  influence  and  popularity,  let  them 
envy,  also,  and  emulate,  if  they  can,  the  quali- 
ties and  means  by  which  they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  opposition  to  President 
Jackson's  administration ;  greater,  perhaps,  than 
ever  has  been  exhibited  against  any  Govern- 
ment, short  of  actual  insurrection  and  forcible 
resistance.  Eevolution  has  been  proclaimed! 
and  every  thing  has  been  done  that  could  be 
expected  to  produce  revolution.  The  country 
has  been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  From 
the  Senate  chamber  to  the  village  bar-room, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  de- 
nunciation, agitation,  excitement,  has  been  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  eight  years  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  republic  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
vomiting  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  threat- 
ening the  countxy  itself  with  ruin  and  desola- 
tion, if  the  people  did  not  expel  the  usurper, 
despot,  and  tyrant,  as  he  was  called,  from  the 
high  place  to  which  the  suffrages  of  millions  of 
freemen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  confldence  which  he  has  always 
reposed  in  the  discernment  and  equity  of  the 
American  people.  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
see  him  for  many  years,  and  under  many  dis- 
couraging trials ;  but  never  saw  him  doubt,  for 
an  instant,  the  ultimate  support  of  the  people. 
It  was  my  privilege  to  see  him  often,  and  dur- 
ing the  most  gloomy  period  of  the  panic  con- 
spiracy, when  the  whole  earth  seemed  to  be  in 
commotion  against  him,  and  when  many  friends 
were  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  were  quailing 
before  the  raging  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  senatorial  denunciation,  had  conjured 
up  to  overwhelm  him.  I  saw  him  in  the  dark- 
est moments  of  this  gloomy  period ;  and  never 
did  I  see  his  confldence  in  the  ultimate  .support 
of  his  fellow-citizens  forsake  him  for  an  instant. 
He  always  said  the  people  would  stand  by  those 
who  stand  by  them ;  and  nobly  have  they  justi- 
fied that  confidence !  That  verdict,  the  voice 
of  millions,  which  now  demands  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  Senate  and  the 
bank  then  pronounced  upon  him,  is  the  mag- 
nificent response  of  the  people's  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in 
them.  But  it  was  not  in  the  people  only  that  he 
had  confidence ;  there  was  another,  and  a  far 
higher  Power,  to  which  he  constantly  looked 
to  save  the  country,  and  its  defenders,  from 
every  danger ;  and  signal  events  prove  that  he 
did  not  look  to  that  Jiigh  Power  in  vain. 


Sir,  I  think  it  right,  in  approaching  the  ter- 
mination of  this  great  question,  to  present  this 
faint  and  rapid  sketch  of  the  brilliant,  benefi- 
cent, and  glorious  administration  of  President 
Jackson.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  do  it 
justice ;  it  is  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt 
its  history.  His  military  life,  resplendent  with 
dazzling  events,  will  demand  the  pen  of  a  ner- 
vous writer;  his  civil  administration,  replete 
with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity 
so  many  victories  over  practised  politicians, 
will  require  the  profound,  luminous,  and  philo- 
sophical conception  of  a  Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a 
Sallust.  This  history  is  not  to  be  written  in 
our  day.  The  contemporaries  of  such  events 
are  not  the  hands  to  describe  them.  Time  must 
first  do  its  office — must  silence  the  passions,  re- 
move the  actors,  develop  consequences,  and 
canonize  all  that  is  sacred  to  honor,  patriotism, 
and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  historic  genius  of 
our  America  shall  produce  the  writers  which 
the  subject  demands — men  far  removed  from 
the  contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  how  to 
estimate  this  great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire 
an  immortality  for  their  own  names  by  paint- 
ing, with  a  master's  hand,  the  immortal  events 
of  the  patriot  President's  life. 

And  now,  sir,  I  finish  the  task  which,  three 
years  ago,  I  imposed  on  myself.  Solitary  and 
alone,  and  amidst  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  my 
opponents,  I  put  this  ball  in  motion.  The  peo- 
ple have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  it  forward,  and 
I  am  no  longer  any  thing  but  a  unit  in  the  vast 
mass  which  now  propels  it.  In  the  name  of 
that  mass  I  speak.  I  demand  the  execution  of 
the  edict  of  the  people  ;  I  demand  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  voice  of  a  few 
Senators,  and  the  power  of  their  confederate, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  caused  to  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  ordered  to 
be  expunged  from  it. 


Feidat,  January  13. 

The  OnAiE  presented  the  credentials  of 
Thomas  Clayton,  elected  a  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  Jonir  M.  Clay- 
ton, resigned. 

Expunging  Resolution. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Bentoit. 

Mr.  Dana  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President :  Having  so  recently  taken  a 
seat  in  this  chamber,  and  having  neither  incli- 
nation nor  skill  for  public  debate,  I  should  most 
gladly  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  subject ; 
but,  sir,  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
connection  with  my  colleague,  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  question,  and  I  should  be  thought  remiss  in 
my  duty,  and  regardless  of  their  feelings,  were 
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I  to  remain  silent  upon  it.  Maine,  sir,  is  at  one 
extremity  of  the  Union,  in  a  high  latitude  and 
cold  climate ;  but,  sir,  she  has  a  fertile  soil,  im- 
mense forests  of  timber,  with  her  thousand 
streams  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean ;  she  is  a  border 
State,  skirted  by  the  dominion  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty ;  she  has  a  large  territory  (if  she  was 
permitted  to  enjoy  it)  and  a  boundless  seaboard, 
indented  with  numberless  bays  and  harbors, 
filled  with  ship  yards,  ships,  and  commerce ; 
these  lead  her  citizens  to  an  intercourse  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by 
them  we  are  told  that  we  haye  no  Government ; 
that  our  "  King  is  deposed  l"  that  our  Presi- 
dent has  been  tried  and  concHmned  by  our  Sen- 
ate, and  that  soon  we  shall  come  under  the  do- 
minion of  their  king.  However  gratifying  this 
thought  may  be  to  some  in  our  Union,  it  has 
but  few  advocates  with  us.  This  leads  the 
hardy,  industrious,  inquisitive  citizens  of  the 
East  to  inquire,  what  has  our  beloved  President 
done?  Is  it  true  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
demned him  ?  Can  it  be  that  he,  who  has  tri- 
umphantly carried  us  through  so  many  perils, 
and  always  been  the  people's  friend,  has  be- 
trayed us  at  last  ?  Let  us  look  into  it ;  let  us 
examine  the  subject!  With  this  inquiring 
spirit,  so  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  North, 
my  constituents  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
short  of  a  fair  and  full  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  a  just  and  impartial  decision  of  the 
same.  And  that  I  may  the  more  readily  come 
to  the  investigation  of  it,  and  not  wander  from 
it,  I  ask  permission  to  have  the  resolution  of 
March  28,  1834,  read  from  the  desk. 

This  resolution  (in  these  words  :  "  Resohed^ 
That  the  President,  in  the  late  proceeding  in 
relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  on  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both  ") 
holds  up  the  President  to  the  people  as  a  usurp- 
er;  as  a  violator  of  that  constitution  which  he 
has  sworn  to  support. 

My  first  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was 
this  resolution  passed  ?  In  what  capacity  did 
this  honorable  Senate  act  when  they  passed  it  ? 
This  body  has  a  legislative  and  executive  char- 
acter, and,  in  one  instance,  and  in  one  alone,  a 
judicial  character,  viz :  the  trying  of  impeach- 
ments. Although  the  Senate  has  a  legislative 
character,  yet  it  is  presumed  that  this  body 
would  not  act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjects 
of  legislation.  And  this  surely  could  not  be 
such ;  there  is  no  matter  on  which  legislative 
action  could  be  had.  If  the  President  was 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws,  if  he  had  committed  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, no  legislation  would  reach  him ;  he 
must  be  tried  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  his  supposed 
offence.  To  me  it  is  clear  that  this  honorable 
body  had  no  legislative  jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject. Did  they  then  act  in  their  executive  ca- 
pacity ?  No,  sir ;  for  their  records  show  no 
such  proceedings  in  the  executive  business. 
He  must  have  been  tried,  then,  by  this  honor- 


able Senate  in  their  judicial  capacity ;  and  this 
body  has  the  sole  power  to  try  all  indictments 
given  it  by  the  constitution,  and  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  in  their  iudicial  character. 
The  rules  of  procedure,  as  adopted  December 
31,  1804,  in  this  honorable  Senate,  to  be  ob- 
served in  cases  of  impeachment,  require  "  that 
at  12  o'clock  of  the  day  apjJointed  for  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment,  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive business  shall  be  suspended,"  and  the  Sec- 
retary shall  then  administer  the  following  oath 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate :  "  You  solemnly 
swear  (or  aflBrm)  that  in  all  things  appertaining 

to  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of , 

you  wiU  do  impartial  justice,  according  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  President  shall  administer  the  said  oath  to 
each  Senator  present."  This  clearly  shows,  Mr. 
President,  the  views  which  this  honorable  body 
had  heretofore  entertained  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  at  a  time,  too,  when  they  were  cool 
and  dispassionate,  and  about  to  exercise  their 
high  judicial  functions.  Here,  sir,  you  find  an 
important  fact,  that  the  Senate  never  did  exer- 
cise their  legislative  and  judicial  functions  at 
the  same  time ;  they  are  distinct  in  their  na- 
tures, and  have  ever  been  so  considered  by  this 
honorable  body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  until 
the  28th  of  March,  1834,  when,  for  some  pur- 
pose, of  which  I  will  not  now  speak,  for  the 
first  time,  (and  God  grant  that  it  may  be  for 
the. last,)  the  legislative  and  judicial  ftmotions 
of  this  body,  contrary  to  their  own  yules  of 
procedure,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
were  exercised  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  a 
judicial  sentence  is  clothed  in  legislative  lan- 
guage. If  the  object  was,  sir,  to  bring  a  bold 
offender  to  justice,  why  not  pursue  the  legal 
and  constitutional  course?  Why  violate  both? 
But  if  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  President 
as  a  daring  usurper,  and  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  this  scheme,  this  project, 
would  seem  to  have  been  the  most  probable  to 
accomplish  it.     But  it  has  failed,  totally  failed. 

Again,  sir,  another  rule  of  this  body,  adopted 
at  the  same  time  as  the  former,  requires  that  a 
summons  shall  be  issued  to  the  person  accused, 
which  summons  shall  be  signed  by  their  Secre- 
tary, sealed  with  their  seal,  and  served  by  the 
Sergeant-at-arms.  This  rule  also  shows  clearly 
that  this  honorable  body  never  contemplated 
the  exercise  of  their  legislative  and  judicial 
functions  at  the  same  time.  Then,  sir,  if  this 
position  is  correct,  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion contained  in  this  resolution  was  a  judicial 
act,  and  could  only  have  been  done  by  a  judi- 
cial tribunal. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to 
have  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged 
clearly  and  substantially  set  forth,  and  to  be 
duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial ;  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  this  au- 
gust tribunal,  hear  the  allegations  and  proofs 
against  him,  and  confront  his  accusers,  face  to 
face,  and  then  to  make  his  defence.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  let  me  ask,  when  the  Chief  Magis- 
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trate  of  this  nation  was  condemned,  in  the  reso- 
lution proposed  to  be  expunged,  did  this  honor- 
able body  suspend  legislative  and  executive 
business  ?  Did  they  organize  tliemselves  as  a 
judicial  tribunal?  Did  the  President  of  the 
Senate  take  the  above  oath,  prescribed  by  the 
rules  of  this  honorable  body  ?  Did  he  admin- 
ister the  same  to  each  Senator  present  ?  Was 
the  accused  furnished  with  a  full  and  clear  de- 
scription of  the  charges  brought  against  him  ? 
"Was  he  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial  ? 
And  was  he  permitted  to  face  his  accusers? 
If  not,  then,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  he  been 
tried  by  the  rules  presented  by  this  honorable 
body?  No,  sir;  he  has  been  tried  and  con- 
demned for  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  his  country,  which  he  had  sworn  to 
support,  contrary  to  our  own  rules — rules  which 
this  body  had  adopted  for  the  trial  of  such 
offenders  as  he  is  accused  of  being. 

Mr.  President,  having  shown  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  tried  and  condemned  without  form,  I 
will  now  inquire  if  he  has  been  tried  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  our  country.  In  what  cases,  let  me  ask,  can 
this  honorable  Senate  act  in  their  judicial  capa- 
city? Let  the  constitution  answer :  "The  Sen- 
ate shall  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  aU  impeach- 
ments ;  "  and  that  instrument  conveys  to  this 
body  no  authority  to  try  only  in  cases  of  im- 
peachment. Here  is  the  extent  of  our  power, 
and  here  is  our  authority  limited.  Yes,  sir,  we 
can  try  impeachments,  and  impeachments  only ; 
but,  sir,  can  the  Senate  originate  impeachments  ? 
No,  sir,  they  cannot.  The  constitution  has  de- 
clared, in  so  many  woi-ds,  that  "  the  House  of 
Eepi-esentatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment."  Have  they  exercised  that 
power  ?  Have  they  accused  the  President  of 
"  assuming  on  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  in 
derogation  of  both  ?  "  Have  they  impeached 
him  for  so  doing  ?  "Where  is  the  evidence  of 
it  ?  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such  im- 
peachinent?  No,  sir,  they  have  not  done  it. 
The  impeaching  power  has  never  acted  in  this 
case.  They  have  not  accused  tlie  President  of 
any  offence  whatever.  "Where,  then,  sir,  I  ask, 
is  our  jurisdiction?  "We  have  no  power  to  try, 
until  the  House — the  accusing  power — have 
impeached ;  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any 
jurisdiction.  Can  it  be,  sir,  that  without  even 
the  forms  prescribed  by  this  honorable  body, 
without  an  impeachment,  without  an  accusa- 
tion of  any  kind,  we  have  assumed  jurisdiction, 
tried,  and  condemned  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  a  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  his  country  ?  And  shall  this  reso- 
lution remain  on  our  journals,  or  shall  it  be 
expunged  ?  Can  this  be  done  ?  Has  this  Sen- 
ate a  right  to  do  it  ?  There  is  no  rule  of  more 
general  application  than  this.  The  .power  which 
creates  can  destroy — the  power  which  can 
make  can  unmake — the  power  which  puts  up, 
can  put  down — and  why  should  not  this  rule 
apply  as  well  to  records  as  to  all  other  cases  ? 


unless,  sir,  it  should  be  a  record  of  vested  rights, 
about  which  we  have  recently  been  so  highly 
entertained  ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  there 
are  any  vested  rights  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  the  accused  wiU  claim  none  in 
this  case. 

I  apprehend,  sir,  that  every  legislative,  exec- 
utive, and  judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter, 
strike  out,  insert,  erase,  correct,  and  amend, 
their  records.  It  is  an  inherent,  co-ordinate 
power,  without  which  such  bodies  could  not 
exist,  and  transact  their  business.  Is  there  a 
time  limited,  within  which  such  alterations  and 
amendments  should  be  made?  If  so,  what  is 
the  time  ?  A  day  ?  a  month  ?  a  year  ?  In  the 
history  of  records,  no  such  limit  is  fixed.  I 
trust,  then,  sir,  such  alterations  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  most  proper  by  the  body  to 
which  they  belong.  If,  then,  sir,  such  bodies 
have  their  records  under  their  own  control, 
why  may  they  not  erase,  blot  out,  expunge,  at 
pleasure  ?  Is  there  any  particular  form  or  man- 
ner in  which  this  shall  be  done  ?  None.  Then, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  particular  time  limited  for 
doing  this,  nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which 
it  must  be  done,  the  time  when,  and  the  man- 
ner of  doing  it,  are  at  the  pleasure  of  the  bodies 
to  whom  the  records  belong.  If,  then,  sir,  we 
have  the  power  to  expunge  this  resolution,  is  it 
expedient  so  to  do  ? 

Mr.'  Peeston  next  arose  and  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows : 

Nothing,  Mr.  President,  (said  he,)  was  farther 
from  my  intention,  than  to  have  said  a  single 
word  on  this  subject.  Nor  do  I  now  propose 
to  discuss  it.  That  has  been  done  so  fully  and 
elaborately  on  both  sides,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  argument.  I  tliought  I  should  not 
have  said  a  word,  but  I  feel  a  sort  of  impossi- 
bility of  withliolding  the  expression  of  my  utter 
repugnance  to  this  proceeding.  If  we  had  not 
arrived  at  the  very  issue ;  if  the  question  were 
not  ready  to  be  taken,  I  should  have  retained  my 
seat,  for  I  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  school 
and  to  subdue  my  heart  down  to  this  submission. 
During  the  entire  course  of  events  which  has 
gradually  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  resohition  would  at  some  time  pass,  I 
have  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feelings,  to 
curb  and  restrain  them,  and  bring  down  my  mind 
to  the  event,  so  that,  when  at  last  the  sad  mo- 
ment should  arrive,  I  might  meet  it  with  a  be- 
coming resignation ;  and  I  did  suppose  that  I  had 
succeeded.  I  had  long  seen  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  this  measure.  I  was  no  stranger  to 
the  arts  and  the  industry  by  which  the  progress 
of  that  popularity  had  been  stimulated  and 
urged  on  from  day  to  day.  I  well  knew  the 
power  and  the  popularity  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. I  had  heard  of  his  own  personal  exer- 
tions to  promote  this  object.  I  saw  that  it  was 
resolved  upon  as  a  party  measure,  and  I  saw 
the  party  which  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly 
and  triumphantly  succeeding  throughout  a  large 
part  of  the  "Union.  These  things  certainly  are 
sufBcient  to  have  forewarned  me,  and  I  had 
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hoped,  and  till  this  moment  believed,  that  they 
had  forearmed  me  also.  But  there  was  added 
to  all  these  the  stUl  less  equivocal  evidence  aris- 
ing from  the  proceedings  of  several  of  the  State 
Legislatures.  Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a 
State  Legislature  had  instructed  her  Senators 
oa  this  floor  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  thing,  it 
struck  me  with  inexpressible  sorrow  and  dis- 
may. But  when  I  from  time  to  time  beheld 
various  other  State  Legislatures,  acting  under 
the  same  dictation,  or  at  least  misled  into  the 
same  mistake,  sorrow  assumed  in  my  bosom 
the  complexion  of  despair.  But  there  was  still 
one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  cup,  to  ren- 
der the  odious  draught  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  could,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  compara- 
tive degree  of  philosophy,  have  seen  certain 
States  of  this  confederacy  one  after  another  giv- 
ing away,  and  bringing  their  successive  sacrifices 
to  this  altar  of  executive  power.  I  could  have 
borne  to  see  this  and  that  and  the  other  State 
prostrating  herself  and  aiding  in  the  general 
conspiracy  to  prostrate  the  Senate.  Biit  when 
at  length  it  came  to  pass  that  the  ancient  and 
powerful  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  was 
brought  to  bow  her  venerable  locks  before  the 
footstool  of  power,  forgot  her  past  history,  for- 
got who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
been,  and  associated  herself  in  a  combuiation 
like  tihis,  how  shall  I  describe  to  you  my  feel- 
ings !  As  a  politician,  I  might  have  been  mor- 
tified at  such  a  spectacle ;  as  a  statesman,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  I  turned  from  it 
with  shame ;  but  as  a  native  of  Virginia,  I  de- 
plore, I  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
that  she  too  has  joined  the  funeral  procession 
of  the  constitution.  Sir,  I  was  proud  to  re- 
member her  in  her  proud  day ;  to  consider  her 
as  she  once  was,  and  perhaps  still  is — the  mother 
of  great  men ;  to  look  back  to  that  bright,  that 
immortal  period  in  our  history  when  she  recall- 
ed her  children  from  these  haUs  of  national  leg- 
islation into  her  own  Legislature,  there  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  independence  of  the  State, 
and  to  reassert  the  violated  constitution  against 
the  usurpations  of  this  Government.  Then, 
indeed,  Virginia  preserved  that  illustrious  char- 
acter which  had  ascended  with  her  from  the 
Eevolution.  Then  she  put  herself  on  her  State 
rights,  and  on  the  popiilar  doctrines  of  her  free 
Government ;  and  all  who  witnessed  the  ani- 
mating sight  must  have  concluded  that,  through- 
out her  existence,  she  would  ever  continue  to 
vindicate  and  to  perpetuate  the  doctrine  and 
the  spirit  of  liberty.  Sir,  I  could  have  wished 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now  repre- 
sents that  distinguished  State  could  have  found 
ia  his  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a  different 
course  from  that  which  he  has  pursued  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  unques- 
tionably possesses,  with  his  liberal  education, 
and  large  experience,  and  especially  with  the 
good  fortune  of  growing  up  amidst  the  very 
men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  republic, 
I  had  hoped  that  he  would  have  invoked  the 
ancient  spirit  of  his  State,  and  would  have 


added  the  suffrage  of  his  voice  to  save  the 
trembling  constitution,  about  to  be  immolated 
at  the  footstool  of  executive  power.  But  it  was 
my  lot  to  be  disappointed ;  and  I  mourn,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instruction  under 
which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for 
this  extraordinary  resolution.  Where  are  the 
sedateness,  the  gravity,  the  calm  and  cautions 
wisdom  of  Madison?  Where  the  philosophic 
spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and  popular  predileo- 
tions  of  Jefferson  ?  Where  the  sturdy  repub- 
licanism of  John  Taylor  ?  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  history?  They  are 
gone — gone — and  others  control  her  destmy. 
Sir,  I  lament,  I  mourn,  that  my  native  State 
should  have  lent  herself  and  the  remnant  of 
her  glory  to  promote  and  gloss  over  this  pro- 
ceeding. I  take  consolation,  however,  Mr. 
President,  that  there  is  one  State,  one  free  and 
fearless  State,  which  has  kept  herself  aloof  from 
this  combination ;  whose  unbroken  spirit, 
whose  pride  and  honor,  demand  of  me,  her  rep- 
resentative, to  make,  as  I  now  do,  on  behalf  of 
South  Carolina,  her  public  and  solemn  protest 
against  this  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  EivEs  followed,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  great  length  in  support  of  the  resolution. 
This  speech  was  never  reported. 

Mr.  MooEE  said  that  the  appropriate  sugges- 
tion with  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticnt 
(Mr.  NiLEs)  had  closed  his  speech,  brought  to 
his  mind  a  very  important  and  useful  amend- 
ment, the  propriety  of  which  he  had  no  donht 
would  be  evident  and  obvious  to  that  Senator, 
and  he  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  its  adop- 
tion to  the  friends  of  this  black  line  resolution, 
viz :  that  this  record  of  the  Senate's  proceed- 
ings, made  and  preserved  by  the  requirements 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  destroyed  by  fire 
to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  means  of  a  sun- 
glass. For  this  he  believed  they  might  plead 
something  like  a  precedent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Georgia.  He  thought  this  would 
complete  the  farce. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said :  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Rives)  says  that  the  argument  in  fa- 
vor of  this  expunging  resolution  has  not  been 
answered.  Sir,  there  are  some  questions  so 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  argued.  Nothing  can 
make  them  more  plain ;  and  this  is  one.  No 
one,  not  blinded  by  party  zeal,  can  possibly  be 
insensible  that  the  measure  proposed  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  The  constitution  re- 
quires the  Senate  to  keep  a  journal ;  this  reso- 
lution goes  to  expunge  the  journal.  If  yon 
may  expunge  a  part,  you  may  expunge  the 
whole;  and  if  it  is  expunged,  how  is  it  kept? 
The  constitution  says  the  journal  shall  be  kept; 
this  resolution  says  it  shall  be  destroyed.  It 
does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  done.  That  is  the  argument, 
tlie  whole  argument.  There  is  none  other.  Talk 
of  precedents?  and  precedents  drawn  from  a 
foreign  country  3  They  don't  apply.  No,  sir. 
This  is  to  be  done,  not  in  consequence  of  argu- 
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ment,  but  in  spite  of  argument.  I  understand 
the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen 
have  no  liberty  to  vote  otherwise.  They  are 
coerced  by  an  exterior  power.  They  try,  in- 
deed, to  comfort  their  conscience  by  saying 
that  it  is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  voice  of 
the  people.  It  is  no  such  thing.  We  all  know 
how  these  legislative  returns  have  been  obtained. 
It  is  by  dictation  from  the  White  House.  The 
President  himself,  with  that  vast  mass  of  patron- 
age which  he  wields,  and  the  thousand  expecta- 
tions he  is  able  to  hold  up,  has  obtained  these 
votes  of  the  State  Legislatures ;  and  this,  forsooth, 
is  said  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  voice 
of  the  people!  Sir,  can  we  forget  the  scene  which 
was  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that  ex- 
punging resolution  was  first  introduced  here  ? 
Have  we  forgotten  the  universal  giving  way  of 
conscience,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
was  left  alone  ?  I  see  before  me  Senators  who 
could  not  swallow  that  resolution ;  and  has  its 
nature  changed  since  then?  Is  it  any  more 
constitutional  now  than  it  was  then  ?  Not  at 
all.  But  executive  power  has  interposed.  Talk 
to  me  of  the  voice  of  the  people !  No,  sir.  It 
is  the  combination  of  patronage  and  power  to 
coerce  this  body  into  a  gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Some  individuals,  I 
perceive,  think  to  escape  through  the  particular 
form  in  which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
They  tell  us  that  the  resolution  on  your  records 
is  not  to  be  expunged,  but  is  only  to  be  endors- 
ed "  Expunged."  Eeally,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  argue  against  such  contemptible  sophis- 
try. The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for  an  argu- 
ment of  this  sort.  You  are  going  to  violate  the 
constitution,  and  you  get  rid  of  the  infamy  by 
a  falsehood.  You  yourselves  say  that  the  reso- 
lution is  expunged  by  your  order.  Yet  you  say 
it  is  not  expunged.  You  put  your  act  in  ex- 
press words.  You  record  it,  and  then  turn 
round  and  deny  it. 

But  what  is  the  motive  ?  What  is  the  pre- 
text for  this  enormity?  Why,  gentlemen  tell 
us  the  Senate  has  two  distinct  consciences — a 
legislative  conscience,  and  a  judicial  conscience. 
As  a  legislative  body  we  have  deojded  that  the 
President  has  violated  the  constttntion.  But 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  is  an  impeachable 
offence  ;  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in 
our  judicial  capacity,  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
press the  opinion.  I  need  not  show  how  in- 
consistent such  a  position  is  with  the  eternal, 
imprescriptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and 
how  utterly  inconsistent  it  is  with  precedents 
drawn  from  the  history  of  our  British  ancestors, 
where  the  same  liberty  of  speech  has  for  cen- 
turies been  enjoyed.  There  is  a  shorter  and 
more  direct  argument  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  vote  for  this  resolution; 
for  if  it  is  unconstitutional  for  us  to  record  a 
resolution  of  condemnation,  because  we  may 
afterwards  he  called  to  try  the  case  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for 
us  to  record  a  resolution  of  acquittal.    If  it  is 


unconstitutional  for  the  Senate  to  declare  before 
a  trial  that  the  President  has  violated  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  equally  unconstitutional  to  de- 
clare before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  violated  the 
constitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  face  of  this  principle, 
gentlemen  are  here  going  to  condemn  their 
own  act. 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath  ?  I  know  it 
is  all  utterly  vain.  The  day  is  gone ;  night  ap- 
proaches, and  night  is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed 
we  meditate.  There  is  a  sort  of  destiny  in  this 
thing.  The  act  must  be  performed ;  and  it  is 
an  act  which  will  tell  on  the  political  history 
of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been 
many  and  great)  filled  my  bosom  with  indigna- 
tion, but  this  fills  it  only  with  grief.  Otliers 
were  done  in  the  heat  of  party.  Power  was, 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  seiz- 
ing upon  new  instruments  of  influence  and 
patronage ;  and  there  were  ambitious  and  able 
men  to  direct  the  process.  Such  was  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  which  the  President 
seized  upon  by  a  new  and  unprecedented  act 
of  arbitrary  power;  an  act  which  gave  him 
ample  means  of  rewarding  friends  and  punish- 
ing enemies.  Something  may,  perhaps,  be 
pardoned  to  him  in  this  matter,  on  the  old 
apology  of  tyrants — the  plea  of  necessity.  But 
here  there  can  be  no  such  apology.  Here  no 
necessity  can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  This 
act  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idol- 
atry. It  is  the  melancholy  evidence  of  a 
broken  spirit,  ready  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  pow- 
er. The  former  act  was  such  a  one  as  might 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  days  of  Pompey 
or  Caasar ;  but  an  act  like  this  could  never  have 
been  consummated  by  a  Roman  Senate  until  the 
times  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  whether  the  question 
involved  both  the  preamble  and  the  resolution. 

The  Chaie  said  it  embraced  the  whole  subject 
matter. 


Satukdat,  January  14. 
The  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kikg,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands,  except 
to  actual  settlers  and  in  limited  quantities,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walkek  said,  the  great  principle  contain- 
ed in  the  bill  now  under  consideration  was  to 
arrest  monopolies  of  the  public  lands,  and  limit 
the  sales  to  settlers  or  cultivators.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  would  have  a  material 
influence  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  in- 
vestigating the  details  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
proper  to  examine  the  preliminary  question, 
whether  the  great  principle  upon  which  the 
bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  American  Senate. 
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So  long  as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hundreds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  witli  no  limitation 
Upon  the  extent  of  the  purchase,  vast  quantities 
of  these  lands  must  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
capitalists,  thus  authorized  and  invited  by  the 
Government  to  make  tlie  purchase ;  and  when 
these  capitalists  confined  their  operations  to  the 
acquisition  of  lands  nnoccupied  by  any  settler, 
it  wag  clearly  erroneous  to  denounce  such 
speculations  during  the  continuance  of  the  ex- 
isting system.  It  was  the  system  that  was 
wrong ;  and  so  long  as  it  was  continued,  any 
denunciation  of  those  who  purchased  large 
bodies  of  the  unoccupied  public  lands  was  worse 
than  ridiculous.  Such  purchases  had  been 
made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by 
many  respectable  citizens,  in  accordance  with 
the  invitation  of  the  Government ;  and  any 
denunciation  of  such  purchases  would  only 
react  upon  the  Congress  which  adopted  the 
existing  system,  as  well  as  every  succeeding 
Congress  which  refuses  its  repeal  or  modifica- 
tion. But  the  question  recurs,  does  this  system 
best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  American 
people?  and  shall  we  continue  to  invite  and 
encourage  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by 
a  few  individuals,  or  so  amend  the  existing 
system  as  to  sell  the  pnblic  lands  only  in  limit- 
ed quantities,  sufficient  for  farms  or  plantations, 
and  thus  reserve  for  these  great  and  useful  pur- 
poses this  noble  public  domain  ?  "Whether  these 
lands  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only  for 
settlement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  shall 
be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
individuals,  by  townships,  counties,  and  even 
entire  States,  in  a  single  year,  is  the  true 
question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  the  existing  system  were  only 
fully  developed  during  the  past  year  and  that 
which  preceded  it.  By  the  returns  from  the 
Laud  Office,  the  sales,  exclusive  of  those  at 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  past  year,  amounted  to  |20,- 
063,430,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  15,934,- 
430.  Thus,  upon  the  same  ratio,  the  sales  of 
the  year  1886  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  including  the  sales  at  Pontotoc,  to 
more  than  twenty-one  millions  of  acres,  and 
more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In 
a  single  year,  thus,  a  portion  of  the  public 
domain  has  been  sold,  nearly  equal  in  super- 
ficial extent  to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  superficies  of  five  New  England 
States,  containing  more  than  two  milhons  of 
people.  In  this  manner,  entire  States  are  swept 
in  a  single  year  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  may  thus  exercise  a  greater  control  over 
the  destiny  of  these  States,  for  half  a  century 
to  come,  than  the  national  and  State  Legisla- 
tures combined.  Can  any  system  be  devised 
more  destructive  of  equal  rights  and  republican 
principles  ?  In  vain  shall  we  have  struck  down 
the  feudal  system,  with  its  accompanying  re- 
lation of  lord  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and  con- 
tinue here  this  worse  than  feudal  vassalage, 


this  system  of  American,  landlords,  engrossifig 
milhons  of  acres,  and  regulating  the  terms  of 
sale  or  settlement.  In  vain  shall  we  have 
abolished  the  system  of  primogeniture  and  en- 
tailments, as  calculated  to  create  landed  mo- 
nopolies, if  we  sustain  the  existing  policy,  by 
which  a  few  capitalists  may  engross  in  a  single 
year  the  ownership  of  States,  and  control  the 
destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  territory 
equal  to  five  States  passing  in  a  single  year  in- 
to the  hands  of  speculators !  must  not  this 
create  here  a  landed  aristocracy,  without  the 
title,  but  more  wealthy  and  powerful  than  the 
sinking  nobility  of  England  ?  It  wUl  establish 
a  fourth  estate,  more  controlling  than  the  leg- 
islative, executive,  and  judicial  power.  It  will 
control  agriculture  and  its  products,  by  regulat- 
ing the  price  of  landed  property.  It  will  cer- 
tainly introduce  into  the  new  States  the  system 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  occupant 
will  not  be  the  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates, 
but  the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who 
will,  in  the  shape  of  an  animal  rent,  reap  nearly 
all  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It 
will  establish  a  relation  of  abject  dependence 
on  the  one  hand,  and  tyrannical  power  on  the 
other.  It  will  impoverish  the  many,  and  enrich 
the  few.  It  wiU  create  a  war  of  capital  against 
labor,  of  the  producer  against  the  non-producer, 
of  the  cultivator  against  the  speculator ;  a  war 
in  which  this  Government  wiU  be  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  the  speculator,  enlarging  his  do- 
minion, increasing  his  power,  imtil,  in  a  few 
years  more,  he  will  acquire  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly, and  maintain  an  undisputed  empire, 
throughout  the  valley  of  the  "West. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  conn- 
try  than  the  monopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few 
individuals;  thus  keeping  those  lands  out  of 
the  hands  of  settlers  and  cultivators,  and  con- 
demning vast  regions  of  fertile  lands  to  remain 
for  years  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  "West, 
for  many  years,  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtain 
from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands ;  but  the  continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing system  is  worse  than  a  refusal  to  reduce 
the  price ;  it-is  equivalent  to  a  law  raising  the 
price  to  settlors  and  cultivators  from  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  a  price  vary- 
ing from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  is 
well  known  that,  within  the  last  few  years, 
vast  bodies  of  public  lands  have  been  purchased 
by  speculators  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  settlers  or  culti- 
vators at  prices  varying  from  five  to  thirty 
dollars  per  acre.  And  what  must  soon  he  the 
inevitable  result  of  continuing  the  existing 
system?  At  the  rate  of  twenty-one  millions 
of  acres  per  annum,  speculators  in  a  very  few 
years  must  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
in  the  present  now  States  and  organized  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union.  "When  this  monopoly  shall 
be  complete,  and  no  good  land  remains  the 
property  of  the  Government,  will  not  a  still 
higher  price  be  demanded  for  those  lands  by 
those  who  hold  them  ?     If  we  abolish  the  sys- 
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tern  of  sales  to  speculators,  these  millions  of 
acres  of  good  land,  now  owned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, will  pass,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
minimum  price,  into  the  hands  of  settlers  or 
cultivators,  which  otherwise  would  be  pur- 
chased by  speculators,  and  resold  by  them  at 
from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Every 
Senator  who  votes  against  this  bill  votes  for 
continuing  a  system  by  which  this  vast  en- 
hancement to  settlers  and  cultivators,  of  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  must  soon  take  place. 
There  can  be  no  greater  curse  to  any  country, 
no  more  serious  impediment  to  its  prosperity, 
than  the  high  price  of  its  unoccupied  lands.  It 
prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  those 
lands,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and 
population  of  a  State.  It  is  equivalent  to  a 
decree  of  man,  condemning  to  remain  waste  and 
uncultivated  vast  regions  created  by  nature 
inexhaustibly  fertile,  and  inviting  the  hand  of 
improvement.  What  Senator  from  any  new 
State  has  not  seen  whole  townships  of  land  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  speculators,  waste  and 
unoccupied,  where  otherwise  purchases  by  set- 
tlers or  cultivators  would  have  been  made  at 
the  minimum  price  of  the  Government,  and 
where  would  now  be  smiling  farms  and  pros- 
perous villages  ? 

[Mr.  Walker,  after  a  further  exposition  of  the 
principles  of  his  bill,  concluded  with  saying :] 

Such  are  the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  details  are  designed  to  promote  the  great 
object.  Bales  of  the  public  lands  at  public 
auction,  though  not  entirely  abolished,  are  con- 
fined to  those  who  purchase  for  settlement  or 
cultivation.  The  speculator  is  excluded  from 
the  public  sales,  as  he  is  from  private  entries. 
This  is  indispensable ;  for  when  the  speculator 
is  excluded  only  from  private  entries,  but  per- 
mitted to  purchase  at  public  auction,  he  would 
engross  nearly  all  the  lands  ofiered  at  any 
future  land  sales.  And  what  has  the  Govern- 
ment gained  by  the  sales  of  its  lands  at  public 
auction  ?  Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Up- 
on comparing  the  oflScial  records,  the  total 
number  of  acres  sold,  and  the  total  price  re- 
ceived, the  following  have  been  the  results  of 
the  auction  system:  From  the  1st  of  July, 
1820,  to  the  present  period,  we  have  received, 
from  sales  of  the  public  lands,  an  average  of 
three  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimum  price  ; 
from  1796  to  1st  July,  1820,  nearly  three  cents 
per  acre  over  the  minimum  price ;  from  1796 
to  the  present  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  minimum  price ;  for  the  year  1835,  one 
cent  and  a  half  per  acre  over  the  minimum 
price ;  for  the  year  1836,  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  over  the  minimum  price.  Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  nothing  is  gained  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Mr.  AY.  here  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  details  of  the  bill ;  the  clause  confining 
the  sales  to  settlers  or  cultivators ;  the  limita- 
tion to  two  sections ;  the  authority  to  parents 


to  purchase  for  their  children,  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  farms ;  the  pre-emption 
section ;  the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty- 
acre  lots ;  and,  finally,  the  taxing  power  con- 
ceded to  the  States,  by  which  they  might  raise 
a  revenue  from  unoccupied  lands,  whether  held 
by  their  own  or  non-resident  speculators,  and 
thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  repress  speculation. 
And  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  returning  his  thanks 
to  the  Senate  for  the  very  general  and  indulgent 
attention  with  which  they  had  received  his 
remarks.  , 


Monday,  January  16. 
Expunging  Resolution. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  which  was  Mr.  Benton's 
resolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  resolution  of  the  28th  March,  1834:, 
censuring  the  President  for  having  removed  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  that,  considering  that 
he  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834,  and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  majority  of  the  Senate  by  whose 
vote  it  was  adopted,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  something  on  this  expunging  reso- 
lution ;  and  he  had  always  intended  to  do  so 
when  he  should  be  persuaded  that  there  existed 
a  settled  purpose  of  pressing  it  to  a  final  deci- 
sion. But  it  had  been  so  taken  up  and  put 
down  at  the  last  session — taken  up  one  day, 
when  a  speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 
put  down  when  it  was  pronounced — that  he 
had  really  doubted  whether  there  existed  any 
serious  intentions  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  vote. 
At  the  very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  resolution  came  up,  and  in 
several  quarters  of  the  Senate  a  disposition  was 
manifested  to  come  to  a  definitive  decision.  On 
that  occasion  he  had  offered  to  waive  his  right 
to  address  the  Senate,  and  silently  to  vote  upon 
the  resolution ;  but  it  was  again  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  laid  there  forever,  as  the  country 
supposed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is,  however, 
now  revived ;  and,  sundry  changes  having 
taken  place  in  the  members  of  this  body,  it 
would  seem  that  the  present  design  is  to  brhig 
the  resolution  to  an  absolute  conclusion. 

I  have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  to  repeat, 
at  full  length,  the  argument  by  which  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  sus- 
tained it.  That  argument  is  before  the  world, 
was  unanswered  at  the  time,  and  is  unanswer- 
able. And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  the  presence 
of  my  country  and  of  my  God,  after  the  fullest 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my 
mind  is  capable,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  contained  in 
that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it  is  not  my  inteur 
tion  to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon  the  Sen- 
ate as  that  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  occupied,  I  desire 
to  lay  before  it,  at  this  time,  a  brief  and  true 
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state  of  the  case.  Before  the  fatal  step  is  taken 
of  giving  to  the  expunging  resolution  the,  sanc- 
tion of  the  American  Senate,  I  wish,  by  pre- 
senting a  faitliful  outline  of  the  real  questions 
involved  in  the  resolution  of  1834,  to  make  a 
last,  even  if  it  is  to  he  an  ineffectual,  appeal  to 
the  sober  judgments  of  Senators.  I  begin  by 
reasserting  the  truth  of  that  resolution. 

Our  British  ancestors  understood  perfectly 
well  the  immense  importance  of  the  money 
power  in  a  representative  Government.  It  is 
the^reat  lever  by  which  the  crown  is  touched, 
and  made  to  conform  its  administration  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of  the 
people.  Deprive  Parliament  of  the  power  of 
freely  granting  or  withholding  supplies,  and 
surrender  to  the  King  the  purse  of  the  nation, 
he  instantly  becomes  an  absolute  monarch. 
Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  government, 
elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic, 
that  person  who  commands  the  force  of  the 
nation,  and  at  the  same  time  has  uncontrolled 
possession  of  the  purse  of  the  nation,  has  ahso- 
Inte  power,  whatever  may  be  the  ofBcial  name 
by  which  he  is  called. 

Our  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the 
lessons  on  civil  liberty  which  had  been  taught 
in  the  country  from  which  we  sprung,  endeav- 
ored to  encircle  around  the  public  purse,  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  every  possible  security 
against  the  intrusion  of  the  Executive.  With 
this  view.  Congress  alone  is  invested  by  the 
constitution,  with  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a  cent  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among  the  first 
acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  the  legal  and  regular  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  so  collected.  By  that 
act  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  and,  varying  in  this 
respect  from  all  the  other  Departments,  he  is 
to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but  directly  to 
Congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  in- 
formation in  person  before  Congress.  It  is  im- 
possible to  examine  dispassionately  that  act, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  he  is 
emphatically  the  agent  of  Congress,  in  perform- 
ing the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress.  The  act  further  provides  that  a 
Treasurer  shall  be  appointed,  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  money ;  and  none  can  be  drawn 
from  his  custody  but  under  the  authority  of  a 
law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  the- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by 
the  Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  Eegister. 
Only  when  such  a  warrant  is  presented  can  the 
Treasurer  lawfully  pay  one  dollar  from  the 
public  purse.  Why  was  the  concurrence  of 
these  four  ofllcers  required  in  disbursements  of 
the  public  money?  Was  it  not  for  greater 
security  ?  Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  ex- 
ercising a  separate  and  independent  will,  should 
be  a  check  upon  every  other  ?  Was  it  not  the 
purpose  of  the  law  to  consider  each  of  these 


four  officers,  acting  in  his  proper  sphere,  not  as 
a  mere  automaton,  but  as  an  intellectual,  intel- 
ligent, and  responsible  person,  bound  to  observe 
the  law,  and  to  stop  the  warrant,  or  stop  the 
money,  if  the  authority  of  the  law  were  want- 
ing? 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  1816. 
During  that  long  time  no  President  had  ever 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  custody  of  the 
public  purse.  It  remained  where  the  law- 
placed  it,  undisturbed,  and  every  Chief  Magis- 
trate, including  the  Father  of  his  Country,  re- 
spected the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  establish  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  tera_of  ■ 
twenty  years,  and,  by  the  16th  section  of  the 
act,  it  is  enacted  "that  the  deposits  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  th? 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress, 
if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons 
of  such  order  or  direction." 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  from  the  express 
words  of  the  law,  that  the  power  to  make  any 
order  or  direction  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposits  is  confided  to  the  Secretary  alone,  to 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  President,  and  all 
the  world  besides.  And  the  law,  proceeding 
upon  the  established  principle  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  all  that  concerns  the 
public  purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Con- 
gress, requires,  in  the  event  of  his  ordering  or 
directing  a  removal  of  the  deposits,  that  he 
shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  therefor  he- 
fore  whom?  The  President?  No;  before 
Congress. 

So  stood  the  public  Treasury  and  the  pnblio 
deposits  from  the  year  1816  to  September,  1833. 
In  all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  running 
through  or  into  four  several  administrations  of 
the  Government,  the  law  had  its  uninterrupted 
operation,  no  Chief  Magistrate  having  assumed 
upon  himself  the  power  of  diverting  the  pub- 
lic purse  from  its  lawful  custody,  or  of  substi- 
tuting his  will  to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose 
care  it  was  exclusively  intrusted. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1882-'3  an  in- 
quiry had  been  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  If  resulted  in  a  convic- 
tion of  its  entire  safety,  and  a  declaration  by 
the  House,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1833,  that  the  public  deposits  were  perfectly 
secure.  This  declaration  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  suspicions  then  afloat  of  a 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  remove 
the  deposits.  These  suspicions  were  denied  by 
the  press  friendly  to  the  administration.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  members  had  scarcely  reached 
their  respective  homes  before  measures  were 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


113 


January,  1837.] 


Expunging  Resolution. 


[Senate. 


commenced  by  the  Executive  to  effect  a  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  from  that  very  place  of  safety 
which  it  was  among  the  last  acts  of  the  House 
to  declare  existed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  t 

In  prosecution  of  this  design,  Mr.  MoLane, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  decid- 
edly opposed  to  such  a  measure,  was  promoted 
to  the  Department  of  State,  and  Mr.  Duane 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  But  Mr.  Du- 
ane was  equally  convinced  with  his  predeces- 
sor that  he  was  forbidden  by  every  considera- 
tion of  duty  to  execute  the  power  with  which 
the  law  had  intrusted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  refused  to  remove  the  deposits ; 
whereupon  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  appointed,  and, 
in  September,  1833,  by  the  command  of  the 
President,  the  measure  was  finally  accomplish- 
ed. That  it  was  the  President's  act  was  never 
denied,  but  proclaimed,  boasted,  defended.  It 
fell  upon  the  country  like  a  thunderbolt,  agitat- 
ing the  Union  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
The  stoutest  adherents  of  the  administration 
were  alarmed ;  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blind- 
ed by  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  power ;  and  no 
human  sagacity  can  now  foresee  the  tremen- 
dous consequences  which  will  ensue.  The  meas- 
ure was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approach- 
ing session  of  Congress ;  and,  as  the  concurrence 
of  both  branches  might  be  necessary  to  compel 
a  restoration  of  the  deposits,  the  object  was  to 
take  the  chance  of  a  possible  division  between 
them,  and  thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  where  did  the  President  find  the  power 
for  this  most  extraordinary  act  ?  It  has  been 
seen  that  the  constitution,  jealous  of  all  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
tion, has  confided  it  to  tlie  exclusive  care  of 
Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  the  final 
disbursement  of  the  pliblic  money. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the 
16th  section  of  the  law  of  1816  is  express  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  de- 
positary of  the  authority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent have  to  support  it  against  the  positive 
language  of  the  constitution,  against  the  ex- 
plicit words  of  the  statute,  and  against  the 
genius  and  theory  of  all  our  institutions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuper- 
able obstacles  ?  By  a  series  of  far-fetched  im- 
plications, which,  if  every  one  of  them  were 
as  true  as  they  are  believed  to  be  incorrect  or 
perverted,  wonld  stop  far  short  of  maintaining 
tlie  power  which  was  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  of 
dismissal,  which  is  claimed  for  the  President. 
Of  all  the  questioned  powers  ever  excercised 
by  this  Government,  this  is  the  most  question- 
able. From  the  first  Congress  down  to  the 
present  administration,  it  had  never  been  ex- 
amined. It  was  carried  then,  in  the  Senate,  by 
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the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President.  And 
those  who,  at  that  day,  argued  in  behalf  of  the 
power,  contended  for  it  upon  conditions  which 
have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate.  The  power  of  dismissal  is 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  granted,  in  express 
terms,  to  the  President.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
incident  to  any  granted  power ;  and  the  friends 
of  the  power  have  never  been  able  to  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  precise  part  of  the 
constitution  from  which  it  springs. 

But  if  the  power  of  dismissal  was  as  incon- 
testable as  it  is  justly  controvertible,  we  utterly 
deny  the  consequences  deduced  from  it.  The 
argument  is,  that  the  President  has,  by  impli- 
cation, the  power  of  dismissal.  Prom  this  first 
implication  another  is  drawn ;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  has  the  power  to  control  the 
officer,  whom  he  may  dismiss,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  in  all  cases  whatever ;  and  that 
thii  power  of  control  is  so  comprehensive  as  to 
include  even  the  case  of  a  specific  duty  express- 
ly assigned  by  law  to  the  designated  officer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiss- 
ing power.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw 
after  it  only  a  right  of  general  superintendence. 
It  cannot  authorize  the  President  to  substitute 
his  will  to  the  will  of  the  officer  charged  with 
the  performance  of  official  duties.  Above  all, 
it  cannot  justify  such  a  substitution  in  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  the  present  instance,  as- 
signs to  a  designated  officer  exclusively  the 
performance  of  a  particular  duty,  and  com- 
mands him  to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but 
to  Congress,  in  a  case  regarding  the  public  purse 
of  the  nation,  committed  to  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  Congress. 

Such  a  consequence  as  that  which  I  am 
contesting  would  concentrate  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  the  entire  executive  power  of  the  na- 
tion, uncontrolled  and  unchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official 
responsibility.  Instead  of  each  officer  being 
responsible,  in  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  his 
official  acts,  he  would  shelter  himself  behind 
the  orders  of  the  President.  And  what  tribu- 
nal, in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  below,  could 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act, 
however  atrocious,  performed  by  the  express' 
command  of  the  President,  which,  according 
to  the  argument,  he  was  absolutely  bound  to 
obey? 

Whilst  all  official  responsibility  would  be  ut- 
terly annihilated  in  subordinate 'officers,  there 
would  be  no  practical  or  available  responsibili- 
ty in  the  President  himself. 

But  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a  neces- 
sity for  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  a 
refusal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
move them ;  and  it  is  triumphantly  asked  if, 
in  such  a  case,  the  President  may  not  remove 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That 
is  an  extreme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  an- 
other. Suppose  the  President,  without  any 
necessity,  orders  the  removal  from  a  place  of 
safety  to  a  place  of  hazard  ?    If  there  be  dan- 


114 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Expunging  Resolution. 


[Jandart,  1837. 


ger  that  a  Secretary  may  neglect  his  duty,  there 
is  equal  danger  that  a  President  may  abuse  his 
authority.  Infallibility  is  not  a  human  attri- 
bute. And  there  is  more  security  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
stx'iot  performance  of  an  official  duty,  specially 
assigned  to.  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bihty,  than  to  allow  the  President  to  wrest  the 
work  from  his  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
bility, and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsi- 
ble. It  is  far  better  that  millions  should  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Executive 
Government  shall  be  broken  down,  the  whole 
power  absorbed  by  one  man,  and  hia  will  be- 
come the  supreme  rule.  The  argument  which 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  in  vain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  Treasury. 
Assuming  the  a,rgument  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order  from  the 
President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
issue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  pre- 
vious legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
countersign  it,  to  the  Register  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  ?  What  becomes  of 
that  quadruple  security  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided  ?  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive and  independent  wills,  acting  under  legal 
obligations,  all  are  merged  in  the  executive 
vortex. 

But  there  was,  in  point  of  fact,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal 
consideration  (and  no  other  had  the  Secretary 
or  the  President  a  i-ight  to  entertain)  required 
the  deposits  to  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
of  perfect  safety  where  by  law  they  were.  We 
told  you  so  at  the  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
charges  of  insecurity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  without  the  slightest  foundation. 
And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  human  con- 
troversies, has  confirmed  all  that  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  be  able  not  only  to 
return  every  dollar  of  the  stock  held  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  but  an  addition  of  eleven 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
maintain  not  only  that  the  President  may  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,' 
but  that  he  may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  cause,  because  he  refused  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

My  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  different 
conclusion.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  President  "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  in  the 
language  of  the  resolution.  I  believed  then  in 
the  truth  of  the  resolution ;  and  I  now,  in  my 
place,  and  under  all  my  responsibility,  reavow 


my  unshaken  conviction  of  it.    But  it  has  been 
contended  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution of  1834,  that  the  Senate  has  no  right  to 
express  the  truth  on  any  question  w^iioh,  by 
possibility,  may  become  a  subject  of  impeach- 
ment.    It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may 
be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joint  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.    In  no  other  mode  can  the 
collective  sense  of  the  body  be  exjjressed.    But 
Senators  maintain  that  no  matter  what  may  be 
the   executive    encroachment  upon  the  joint 
powers  of  the  two  Houses,  or  the  separate  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  is  bound  to  stand  mute, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  re- 
monstrance.    According  to  the  argument,  the 
greater  the  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the 
law,  the  greater  the  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it !    Further, 
that  this  incompetency  is  not  confined  to  the 
acts  of  the  President  only,  but  extends  to  those 
of  every  ofiicer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  the  constitution.     Is  this  possible  ?    Can 
it  be  true  ?    Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nature, 
is  the  Senate  the  only  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation — ^no  right  to  complain  or  to 
remonstrate  against  attacks  upon  its  very  exist- 
ence? 

The  argument  is,  that  the  Senate,  being  the 
constitutional  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  tlie 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
malfeasance,  except  when  acting  in  its  judicial 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  officers,  and  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postmaster  General  against  the 
resolution,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  he  had  borrowed  money  con- 
trary to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
from  considering  that  Treasury  .order  which  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  dehber- 
ations  during  the  present  session. 

And  how  do  Senators  maintain  this  oWiga- 
tion  of  the  Senate  to  remain  silent  and  behold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitutional 
powers,  without  resistance,  and  without  mur- 
mur ?  Is  it  imposed  by  the  language  of  the 
constitution  ?  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  enjoins  it? 
No,  no,  not  a  syllable.  But  it  is  attempted  to 
be  deduced  by  another  far-fetched  implication. 
Because  the  Senate  is  the  body  which  is  to  try 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  Sen- 
ate can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  which 
may  form  the  subject  of  impeachment.  The 
constitution  docs  not  say  so.  That  is  undenia- 
ble;  but  Senators  think  so. 
_  The  Senate  acts  in  three  characters-— legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial — and  tlieir  import- 
ance is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  of  the  three  is  its  legislative. 
In  that,  almost  every  day  that  it  has  been  in 
session  from  1789  to  the  present  time,  some  leg- 
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islative  business  has  been  transacted  ;  -whilst,  in 
its  judicial  character,  it  has  not  sat  more  than 
three  or  four  times  in  that  whole  period. 

Why  should  the  judicial  function  limit  and 
restrain  the  legislative  function  of  the  Senate, 
more  than  the  legislative  should  the  judicial? 
If  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  should 
decide  which  ought  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
case  of  conflict  between  them,  none  can  doubt 
which  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  perform  its  legislative 
duties  ?  An  act  in  violation  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  sub- 
ordinate executive  officer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  correct  it  by  the  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  question  was 
under  a  law  to  which  the  Senate  had  given  its 
concurrence.  According  to  the  argument,  the 
correcting  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Senate, 
because  it  would  have  to  pass  in  judgment  upon 
that  act.  Nay,  more  :  it  cannot  originate  in 
the  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
same  reason  of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it.  Suppose  the  bill  contained  a  pre- 
amble reciting  the  unconstitutional  or  illegal 
act,  to  which  the  legislative  corrective  is  ap- 
plied: according  to  the  argument,  the  Senate 
must  not  think  of  passing  it.  Pushed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
the  House  of  Representatives  itself  cautiously 
to  abstain  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
upon  an  executive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting 
as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  consid- 
ering articles  of  impeacliment. 

Assuming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded, 
the  Senate  is  equally  restrained  from  expressing 
any  opinion  which  would  imply  the  innocence 
or  the  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  unless  it 
be  maintained  that  it  is  lawful  to  express  praise 
and  approbation,  but  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opinion.  Instances  have  occurred  in  our 
past  history,  (the  case  of  the  British  minister, 
Jackson,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  our  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it  may  be  im- 
portant for  Congress  to  approve  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Executive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  front,  and  to  pledge  the  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  that  ?  If 
the  Senate  dare  not  entertain  and  express  any 
opinion  upon  an  executive  measure,  how  do 
those  who  support  this  expunging  resolution 
justify  the  acquittal  of  the  President  which  it 
proclaims  ? 

No  Senator  believed,  in  1834,  that,  whether 
the  President  merited  impeachment  or  not,  he 
over  would  be  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  never  will  bo,  impeached.  "Was 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
believed  the  constitution  and  laws  to  have  been 
violated,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  remain  silent,  and  to  refrain 
from  proclaiming  the  truth,  because,  against  all 
human  probability,  the  President  might  be  im- 


peached by  a  majority  of  his  political  friends  in 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  ? 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted 
by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  constitution  which  enjoins  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  such  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  question  on 
the  supposition  that  the  resolution  of  March; 
1834,  implied  such  guilt  in  the  President  that 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  resolution,  in  fact,  im- 
ported no  such  guilt.  It  simply  aflRrmed  that 
he  had  "  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  It  imputed 
no  criminal  motives.  It  did  not  profess  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  President.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  the 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  the  purest  and  most  patriotic  intention. 
The  resolution  neither  affirmed  his  innocence, 
nor  pronounced  his  guilt.  It  amounts,  then, 
says  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Not 
so.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled  upon,  and 
the  laws  be  violated,  the  injury  may  be  equally 
great,  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
bad  intentions.  There  may  be  a  difference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country, 
as  all  experience  demonstrates,  has  most  reason 
to  apprehend  those  encroachments  which  take 
place  on  plausible  pretexts,  and  with  good  in- 
tentions. 

I  put  it,  Mr.  President,  to  the  calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  face 
of  this  enlightened  community,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  dare  not,  in  language  the 
most  inoffensive  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
against  any  executive  usarpationf  whatever  may 
be  its  degree  or  danger  ? 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot.  I  believe  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  to  have  been  true ; 
and  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro- 
claim the  truth.  And  I  solemnly  believe  that 
the  Senate  would  have  been  culpably  neglect- 
ful of  its  duty  to  itself,  to  the  constitution,  and 
to  the  country,  if  it  had  not  announced  the 
truth.  • 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis- 
taken ;  th.it  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  made,  was  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  lan- 
guage of  our  constitution  and  laws ;  and  tli.at, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1834  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  has  the  Senate  of  1837,  a  component  part 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronounce  judgment 
upon  its  predecessor  ?  How  can  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
you  an  unconstitutional  proceeding,  escape  a 
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similar  imputation  ?  What  part  of  the  consti- 
tution communicates  to  you  any  authority  to 
arraign  -and  try  your  predecessors  ?  In  what 
article  is  contained  your  power  to  expunge 
what  they  have  done  ?  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  code  of  defacement 
and  restoration  of  the  transactions  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  consigned  to  the  public  records  ? 

Are  you  not  only  destitute  of  all  authority, 
but  positively  forbidden,  to  do  what  the  ex- 
punging resolution  proposes?  The  injunction 
of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  pro- 
ceedings is  clear,  express,  and  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity ;  no  sophistry  can  per- 
vert the  explicit  language  of  the  instrument,  no 
artful  device  can  elude  the  force  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  it  imposes.  If  it  were  possible  to 
make  mifre  manifest  the  duty  which  it  requires 
to  be  performed,  that  was  done'by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
Senators  from  Yirginia  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs. 
Leigh  and  Poetee,)  and  at  this  of  my  colleague. 
I  shall  not  repeat  the  argument.  But,  I  would 
ask,  if  there  were  no  constitutional  requirement 
to  keep  a  journal,  what  constitutional  right  has 
the  Senate  of  this  Congress  to  pass  in  judgment 
upon  the  Senate  of  another  Congress,  and  to 
expunge  from  its  journal  a  deliberate  act  there 
recorded  ?  Can  an  unconstitutional  act  of  that 
Senate,  supposing  it  to  be  so,  justify  you  in  per- 
forming another  unconstitutional  act  ? 

But  in  lieu  of  any  argument  upon  the  point 
from  me,  I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate  two  precedents :  one  drawn 
from  the  reign  of  the  most  despotic  monarch  in 
modern  Europe,  under  the  most  despotic  min- 
ister that  ever  bore  sway  over  any  people,  and 
the  other  from  the  purest  fountain  of  democracy 
in  this  country.  I  quote  from  the  interesting 
life  of  the  Cardinal  Eiohelieu,  written  by  that 
most  admirable  and  popular  author,  Mr.  James. 
The  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  brother  of  Louis  XIIL, 
had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by  the  wary 
Eiohelieu.  The  king  issued  a  decree  declaring 
all  the  supporters  of  the  duke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register 
it  at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  was  called  xln  arret  de  fartage. 
"  Richelieu,  however,  could  bear  no  contradic- 
tion in  the  course  which  he  had  laid  down  for 
himself;  "  [How  strong  a  resemblance  does  that 
feature  of  his  character  bear  to  one  of  an  illus- 
trious individual  wlwm  I  will  not  further  de- 
scribe!] "and  hurrying  back  to  Paris  with  the 
King,  he  sent,  in  the  monarch's  name,  a  com- 
mand for  the  members  of  the  Parliament  to 
present  themselves  at  the  Louvre,  in  a  body 
and  on  foot.  He  was  obeyed  immediately ;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haughti- 
ness, the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  them  a 
speech  in  which  he  declared  that  they  had  no 
authority  to  deliberate  upon  affairs  of  state; 
that  the  business  of  private  individuals  they 
might  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of  the  monarch 
in  other  matters  they  were  alone  called  upon 


to  register.  The  King  then  tore  with  his  own 
hands  the  page  of  the  register  on  which  the 
arret  de  partage  had  been  inscribed,  and  pun- 
ished with  suspension  from  their  functions  sev- 
eral of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing the  parliament  of  Paris."  How  repeated 
acts  of  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  are 
likely  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  to 
render  callous  the  public  sensibility  and  the 
fate  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
cently unhappily  taught  in  this  country,  we 
may  learn  from  the  same  author.  "The 
finances  of  the  State  were  exhausted,  new  im- 
positions were  devised,  and  a  number  of  new 
offices  created  and  sold.  Against  the  last- 
named  abuse  the  Parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate ;  but  the  Government  of  the  Cardi- 
nal had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with 
exile,  some  with  suspension  of  their  functions. 
All  were  forced  to  comply  with  his  will ;  and 
the  Parliament,  unable  to  resist,  yielded,  step 
by  step,  to  his  exactions." 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  ar- 
chives of  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1816,  when  it  was  genuine  and  mimixed  with 
any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard 
to  the  obligation  to  keep  a  journal,  are  substan- 
tially the  same.  That  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires that  "each  House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lish the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal." 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  "  each  House  shaU 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  require  se- 
crecy ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals."  "What- 
ever inviolability,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a 
journal,  kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  con- 
stitution, must  be  equally  stamped  on  that 
kept  under  the  other.  On"  the  lOfch  February, 
1816,  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, "the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
tliat  a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in 
a  decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to 
expunge  certain  proceedings  from  the  journal, 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  that  decision,  viz :  that  a  majority 
can  expunge  from  the  journal  any  proceedings 
in  which  the  yens  and  nays  have  not  been  caU- 
ed."  Whereupon  Mr.  Holgate  and  Mr.  Smith 
appealed  from  said  decision ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Is  the  Speaker  right  in  his  decision  ?  the 
members  present  voted  as  follows :  yeas  three, 
nays  seventy-eight.  Among  the  latter  are  to 
be  found  the  two  Senators  now  representing  in 
this  body  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the 
same  day  a  motion  was  made  by  one  of  them 
(Mr.  BronANAir)  and  Mr.  Kelly,  and  read,  as 
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follows :  "  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House  no  part  of  the  jonrnals  of  the  House  can 
be  expunged,  even  by  unanimous  consent." 

The  Senate  observes  that  the  question  arose 
in  a  case  where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been 
called.  Even  intsuch  a  case  there  were  but 
four  members  out' of  eighty- two  that  thought  it 
was  competent  to  the  House  to  expunge.  Had 
the  yeas  and  nays  been  called  and  recorded,  as 
they  were  on  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
there  would  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania 
in  support  of  the  power  of  expunging.  And  if 
you  can  expunge  the  resolution,  why  may  you 
not  expunge  also  the  recorded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it  ? 

Hut  if  the  matter  of  expunction  be  contrary 
to  the  truth  of  the  case,  reproachful  for  its  base 
subserviency,  derogatory  from  the  just  and  ne- 
cessary powers  of  the  Senate,  and  repugnant  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this 
dark  deed  is  also  highly  exceptionable.  The 
expunging  resolution,  which  is  to  blot  out  or 
enshroud  the  four  or  five  lines  in  which  the 
resolution  of  1834  stands  recorded,  or  rather 
the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded,  are  spun 
out  into  a  thread  of  enormous  length.  It  runs, 
whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  where- 
as, and  whereas,  &c.,  into  a  formidable  array 
of  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  begin  to  read  them,  una- 
ware of  what  was  to  be  their  determination, 
would  think  that  at  the  end  of  such  a  tremen- 
dous display  he  must  find  the  very  devil.  It  is 
like  a  kite  or  a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of 
nature  is  inverted,  and  the  tail,  instead  of  being 
behind,  is  before  the  body  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pended. 

I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  by  inquir- 
ing into  the  truth  of  all  the  assertions  of  fact 
and  of  principle  contained  in  these  recitals.  It 
would  not  be  difiicult  to  expose  them  all,  and 
to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has  more  than  a 
colorable  foundation.  It  is  asserted  by  one  of 
them  that  the  President  was  put  upon  his  trial, 
and  condemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in 
1834.  "Was  that  true  ?  Was  it  a  trial  ?  Can 
the  majority  now  assert,  upon  their  oaths, 
and  in  their  consciences,  that  there  was  any 
trial  or  condemnation?  During  the  warmth  of 
debate.  Senators  might  endeavor  to  persuade 
themselves  and  the  public  that  the  proceeding 
of  1834  was,  in  its  effects  and  consequences,  a 
trial,  and  would  be  a  condemnation  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  but  now,  after  the  lapse  of  near  three 
years,  when  the  excitement  arising  from  an 
animated  discussion  has  passed  away,  it  is 
marvellous  that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to 
assert  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  character  of  an  executive  act 
was  an  arraignment,  trial,  and  conviction,  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States ! 

Another  fact,  asserted  in  one  of  these  recitals, 
is,  that  the  resolution  of  1804,  in  either  of  the 
forms  in  which  it  was  originally  presented  or 


subsequently  modified,  prior  to  the  final  shape 
which  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would  have 
been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 
"What  evidence  is  there  in  support  of  this  asser- 
tion? None.  It  is,  I  verily  believe,  directly 
contrary  to  the  fact.  In  either  of  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  resolution  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
it  would  have  passed !  They  were  all  made  in 
that  spirit  of  accommodation  by  which  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  a  deliberative  body. 
In  not  one  single  instance  did  he  understand 
from  any  Senator  at  whose  request  he  made  the 
modification  that  without  it  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution.  How,  then,  can  even 
the  Senators  who  were  of  the  minority  of  1884 
undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in  question? 
How  can  the  new  Senators,  who  have  come 
here  since,  pledge  themselves  to  the  fact  asserted 
in  the  recital  of  which  they  could  not  have  had 
any  conusance  ?  But  aU  the  members  of  the 
majority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  recruits — ■ 
the  six  years'  men  and  the  six  weeks'  men — 
are  required  to  concur  in  this  most  unfounded 
assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  I  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Mr.  Dana, 
from  Maine,  here  "by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive)  whether,  instead  of  inun- 
dating the  Senate  with  a  torrent  of  fulsome  and 
revolting  adulation  poured  on  the  President,  it 
would  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  illus- 
trate the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence 
by  some  great  measure  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union  ?  Or,  if  he  will  not 
or  cannot  elevate  himself  to  a  view  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  entire  country,  whether  he  had  not 
better  dedicate  his  time  to  an  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  an  alien  jurisdiction  being  still 
exercised  over  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  State  which  he  represents  ?  And  why  the 
American  carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies, 
in  which  his  State  was  so  deeply  interested,  has 
been  lost  by  a  most  improvident  and  bungling 
arrangement  ? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  expunging  resolution  ? 
"What  new  honor  or  fresh  laurels  will  it  win  for 
our  common  country  ?  Is  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ate so  vast  that  it  ought  be  circumscribed,  and 
that  of  the  President  so  restricted  that  it  ought 
to  be  extended  ?  "What  power  has  the  Senate  ? 
None,  separately.  It  can  only  act  jointly  with 
the  other  House,  or  jointly  with  the  Executive. 
And  although  the  theory  of  the  constitution 
supposes,  when  consulted  by  him,  it  may  freely 
give  an  aflSrmative  or  negative  response,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists,  it  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  negative  mono- 
syllable. "When  the  Senate  expresses  its  delib- 
erate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm 
reason,  and  the  sober  judgment,  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  Senate  has  no  army,  no  nav,  do 
patronage,  no  lucrative  ofiices,  nor  glittering 
honors,   to  bestow.     Around  us  there  is  no 
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swarm  of  greedy  expectants,  rendering  ns  hom- 
age, anticipating  our  -vyislies,  and  ready  to  eie- 
>  cute  our  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  President  ?  Is  he  power- 
less ?  He  is  felt  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other  of  this  vast  republic.  By  means  of  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  introduced,  and  innova- 
tions which  he  has  made  in  our  institutions, 
alas !  hut  too  much  countenanced  by  Congress 
and  a  confiding  people,  he  exercises  uncon- 
trolled the  power  of  the  State.  In  one  hand  he 
holds  the  purse,  and  in  the  other  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of  dependants 
and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  are  ever 
ready  to  sing  hosannas  to  him,  and  to  laud  to 
the  skies  whatever  he  does.  He  has  swept  over 
the  Government,  during  the  last  eight  years, 
like  a  tropical  tornado.  Every  department  ex- 
hibits traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Take 
as  one  example  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
No  institution  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  the  people,  with  Congress,  and  with  State 
Legislatures.  None  ever  better  fulfilled  the 
great  purposes  of  its  establishment.  But  it  un- 
fortunately incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident; he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate. 
And  those  who  were  loudest  in  its  praise  are 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  "What  object 
of  his  ambition  is  unsatisfied  ?  When  disabled 
from  age  any  longer  to  hold  the  sceptre  of 
power,  he  designates  his  successor,  and  trans- 
mits it  to  his  favorite!  What  more  does  he 
want  ?  Must  we  blot,  deface,  and  mutilate  the 
records  of  the  country,  to  punish  the  presnmp- 
tuousness  of  expressing  an  opinion  contrary  to 
his  own  ? 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Can  you  make 
that  not  to  be  which  has  been?  Can  you  erad- 
icate from  memory  and  from  history  the  fact 
that  in  March,  1834,  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  passed  the  resolution  which 
excites  your  enmity?  Is  it  your  vain  and 
wicked  object  to  arrogate  to  yourselves  that 
power  of  annihilating  the  past  which  has  been 
denied  to  Omnipotence  itself?  Do  you  intend 
to  thrust  your  hands  into  our  hearts,  and  to 
pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  convictions  which 
are  there  ?  Or  is  it  your  design  merely  to  stig- 
matize us  ?  You  cannot  stigmatize  us. 
Ne'er  yet  did  base  dishonor  blur  our  name. 

Standing  securely  upon  our  conscious  recti- 
tude, and  bearing  aloft  the  shield  of  the  consti- 
tution of  our  country,  your  puny  efforts  are 
impotent;  and  we  defy  all  your  power.  Put 
the  majority  of  1834  in  one  scale,  and  that  by 
which  this  expunging  resolution  is  to  he  carried 
in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  in  hoaveii 
above  and  on  earth  below,  and  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism, decide  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Is  it  to  appease 
the  wrath  and  to  heal  the  wounded  pride  of  the 


all  mean   condescension,    all   grovelling  syco- 
phancy, all  self-degradation  and  self-abasement. 
He  would  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  as 
unworthy  of  his  fame,  your  black  scratches  and 
your  baby  lines  in  the  fair  records  of  his  coun- 
try.    Black  lines !     Black  lipes !     Sir,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senater  will  preserve  the 
j)en  with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  and  pre- 
sent it  to  that  Senator  of  the  majority  whom 
he  may  select,  as  a  proud  trophy,  to  he  trans- 
mitted to   his   descendants.      And    hereafter, 
when  we  shall  lose  the  forms  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some  future 
American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to  those  by. 
whose  meaM  he  has  been  enabled,  upon  the 
ruins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a  throne,  and  to 
commemorate  especially  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, may  institute  a  new  order  of  knighthood, 
and  confer  on  it  the  appropriate  name  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

But  why  should  I  detain  the  Senate,  or  need- 
lessly waste  my  breath  in  fruitless  exertions. 
The  decree  has  gone  forth.    It  is  one  of  urgency, 
too.     The  deed  is  to  be  done — that  foul  deed 
which,  like  the  blood-stained  hands  of  the  guilty 
Macbeth,   all  ocean's  waters  will  never  wash 
out.     Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work  which 
lies  before  you,  and,  like  other  sldlfnl  execn- 
tioners,  do  it  quickly.     And  when  you  have 
perpetrated  it,  go  home  to  the  people,  and  tell 
them  what  glorious  honors  you  have  achieved 
for  our  common  country.     Tell  them  that  you 
have  extinguished  one  of  the  brightest  and  purest 
lights  that  ever  burnt  .at  the  altar  of  civil  lib- 
erty.    Tell  them  that  you  have  silenced  one  of 
the  noblest  batteries  that  ever  thundered  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution,  and  bravely  spiked 
the  cannon.     Tell  them  that,  henceforward,  no 
matter  what  daring  or  outrageous  act  any  Presi- 
dent may  perform,  you  have  forever  hermeti- 
cally sealed   the  mouth  of  the  Senate.    Tell 
them  that  he  may  fearlessly  assume  what  powers 
he  pleases,  snatch  from  its  lawfiil  custody  the 
public  purse,  command  a  military  detachment 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Capitol,  overawe  Con- 
gress, trample  down  the  constitution,  and  raze 
every  bulwark  of  freedom ;  but  that  the  Senate 
must  stand  mute,  in  silent  submission,  and  not 
dare  to  raise  its  opposing  voice.     That  it  must 
wait  until  a  House  of  Representatives,  humbled 
and  subdued  like  itself,  and  a  majority  of  it 
composed  of  the  partisans  of  the  President,  shall 
prefer   articles   of  impeachment.     Tell  them, 
finally,  that  you  have  restored  the  glorious  doc- 
trine pf  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
And,  if  the  people  do  not  pour  out  their  indig- 
nation and  imprecations,  I  have  yet  to  learn  the 
character  of  American  freemen. 
When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Buchanan  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President:  after  the  able  and  eloquent 
display  of  the   Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  after  hav- 
ing so  long  enchained  the  attention  of  his  au- 


Ohief  Magistrate  ?     If  he  bo  really  the  hero    dilnce,  it  might  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  for 
that  his  friends  represent  him,  he  must  despise  |  me  to  remain  silent.    But  I  feel  too  deeply  my 
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responsibility  as  an  American  Senator,  not  to 
make  tlie  attempt  to  place  before  the  Senate 
and  the  country  the  reasons  wMcli,  in  my  opin- 
ion, will  justify  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give 
this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  question  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  than  the  one  now  under  discus- 
sion. This  Senate  is  now  called  upon  to  review 
its  own  decision,  to  rejudge  its  own  justice,  and 
to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  deliberately  pro- 
nounced against  the  co-ordinate  executive 
branch  of  this  Government.  On  the  28th  of 
March,  1834,  the  American  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  the  American  people,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  by  a  solemn  resolution,  pronounced  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country— of  that  con- 
stitution which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  "  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend."  Whether  we  con- 
sider the  exalted  character  of  the  tribunal  which 
pronounced  this  condemnation,  or  the  illustrious 
object  against  which  it  was  directed,  we  ought 
to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  high  and  last- 
ing importance  of  the  present  proceeding.  It 
is  in  fact,  if  not  in  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate 
for  having  unjustly  and  unconstitutionally  tried 
and  condemned  the  President ;  and  their  ac- 
cusers are  the  American  people.  In  this  cause 
I  am  one  of  the  judges.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
a  painful  position  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain, 
howevei',  to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must, 
and  shall,  iirmly  and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  al- 
though in  the  performance  of  it  I  may  wound 
the  feelings  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect  and 
esteem.  I  shall  proceed  no  further  than  the 
occasion  demands,  and  will,  therefore,  justify. 

"Who  was  the  President  of  the  United  States 
against  whom  this  sentence  has  been  pro- 
nounced? Andrew  Jackson — a  name  which 
every  American  mother,  after  the  party  strife 
which  agitates  us  for  the  present  moment  shall 
have  passed  away,  will,  during  all  the  genera- 
tions which  this  republic  is  destined  to  endure, 
teach  her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  ven- 
erated name  of  "Washington.  The  one  was  the 
founder,  the  other  the  preserver,  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

If  President  Jackson  has  been  guilty  of  vio- 
lating the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  let 
impartial  j\istice  take  its  course.  I  admit  that 
it  is  no  justification  for  such  a  crime  that  his 
long  life  has  been  more  distinguished  by  acts 
of  disinterested  patriotism  than  that  of  any 
American  citizen  now  living.  It  is  no  justifica- 
tion that  the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  the  purity 
of  his  intentions  have  become  proverbial,  even 
amongst  his  political  enemies.  It  is  no  justifi- 
cation that  in  the  hour  of  danger,'  and  in  the 
day  of  battle,  he  has  been  his  country's  shield. 
If  he  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  "  damned 
to  everlasting  fame,"  with  those  of  Csesar  and 
of  Napoleon. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  and  immac- 
ulate from  the  charge,  let  us  be  swift  to  do  him 
justice,  and  to  blot  out  the  foul  stigma  which 


the  Senate  have  placed  upon  his  character.  If 
we  are  not,  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
doubt  as  to  what  may  be  the  final  judgment  of 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  must  soon  retii-e 
to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Shall  we,  then, 
suffer  his  ofiicial  term  to  expire  without  first 
doing  him  justice  ?  It  may  be  said  of  me,  as  it 
has  already  been  said  of  other  Senators,  that  I 
am  one  of  the  gross  adulators  of  the  President. 
But,  sir,  I  have  never  said  thus  much  of  him 
whilst  he  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  power. 
Now  that  his  political  sun  is  nearly  set,  I  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  pour  forth  my  grateful  feel- 
ings, as  an  American  citizen,  to  a  man  who  has 
done  so  much  for  his  country.  I  have  never, 
for  myself,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited 
office  at  his  hands;  and  my  character  must 
greatly  change,  if  I  should  ever  do  so  from  any 
of  his  successors.  If  I  should  bestow  upon  him 
the  meed  of  my  poor  praise,  it  springs  from  an 
impulse  far  different  from  that  which  has  been 
attributed  to  the  majority  on  this  floor.  I  speak 
as  an  independent  freeman  and  American  Sena- 
tor ;  and  I  feel  proud  now  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  raising  my  voice  in  his  defence. 

On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  resolved  "  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  shall  undertake 
to  prove,  first,  that  this  resolution  is  unjust ; 
secondly,  that  it  is  unconstitutional ;  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from 
our  journals,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.) 

First,  then,  it  is  unjust.  On  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  I  had  intended  to  confine  myself  to 
a  bare  expression  of  my  own  decided  opinion. 
This  point  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  cast  any 
new  light  upon  it.  15ut  as  it  is  my  intention  to 
follow  the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clay,)  wherever  they  may  lead,  I 
must  again  tread  the  ground  which  has  been  so 
often  trodden.  As  the  Senator,  however,  has 
confined  himself  to  a  mere  passing  reference  to 
the  topics  which  this  head  presents,  I  shall,  in 
this  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Although  the  resolution  condemning  the 
President  is  vague  and  general  in  its  terms, 
yet  we  all  know  that  it  was  founded  upon  his 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky has  contended  that  this  act  was  a  viola- 
tion of  law.  And  why  ?  Because,  says  he,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  public  money  was  secure 
in  that  institution ;  and  by  its  charter  the  public 
deposits  could  not  be  removed  from  it,  unless 
under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were  in 
danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  remove  these  deposits, 
except  for  the  sole  reason  that  their  safety  was 
in  danger,  the  Senator  has  established  his  posi- 
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tion.  But  what  is  the  fact?  "Was  the  Govern- 
ment thus  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  bank 
charter  ?  I  answer,  no.  Such  a  limitation  is 
nowhere  to  be  found  in  it.  Let  me  read  the 
sixteenth  section,  which  is  the  only  one  relating 
to  the  subject.  It  enacts,  "  that  the  deposits 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may 
be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

Is  not  the  authority,  thus  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  broad  and  as 
ample  as  the  English  language  will  admit? 
Where  is  the  limitation,  where  the  restriction  ? 
One  might  have  supposed,  from  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  removing  the  deposits,  unless  he  believed 
them  to  be  insecure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  language  of  the  law  itself  com- 
pletely refutes  his  argument.  They  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
"  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct." 

The  sole  limitation  upon  the  discretion  of 
that  officer  was  his  immediate  and  direct  re- 
sponsibility to  Congress.  To  us  he  was  bound 
to  render  his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposits. 
We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  the  judges  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  these  reasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the 
authors  of  the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not 
limiting  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  deposits  to  the  single  case  of 
their  apprehended  insecurity.  We  may  imagine 
many  other  reasons  which  would  have  rendered 
their  removal  both  wise  and  expedient.  But  I 
forbear,  especially  as  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate  presents  as  striking  an  illustration  of 
this  proposition  as  I  could  possibly  imagine. 
Upon  what  principle,  then,  do  I  justify  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  ? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  deter- 
mined to  apply  for  a  reeharter  at  the  session 
of  Congress  immediately  preceding  the  last 
presidential  election.  Preparatory  to  this  appli- 
cation, and  whilst  it  was  pending,  in  the  short 
space  of  sixteen  mpnths,  it  had  increased  its 
loans  more  than  $28,000,000.  They  rose  from 
forty-two  millions  to  seventy  millions  between 
the  last  of  December,  1830,  and  the  1st  of 
May,  1833.  Whilst  this  boasted  regulator  of 
the  currency  was  thus  expanding  its  discounts, 
all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
impulse  of  self-interest  urged  them  to  pursue 
this  course.  A  delusive  prosperity  was  thus 
spread  over  the  land.  Money,  everywhere, 
became  plenty.  The  bank  was  regarded  as  the 
beneficent  parent,  who  was  pouring  her  money 
out  into  the  laps  of  her  children.    She  thought 


herself  wise  and  provident  in  thus  rendering 
herself  popular.  The  reeharter  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  triumphant  majorities. 
But  then  came  "  the  frost,  the  killing  frost." 
It  was  not  so  easy  to  propitiate  "  the  Old  Ro- 
man." Although  he  well  knew  the  power  and 
influence  which  the  bank  could  exert  against 
him  at  the  then  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion, he  cast  such  considerations  to  the  winds. 
He  vetoed  the  bill,  and,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  placed  himself  for  trial  upon  this 
question  before  the  American  people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  of  many  of  his 
former  friends  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank 
openly  took  the  field  against  his  re-election. 
It  expended  large  sums  in  subsidizing  editors, 
and  in  circulating  pamphlets,  and  papers,  and 
speeches,  throughout  the  Union,  calculated  to 
inflame  the  public  mind  against  the  President. 
I  merely  glance  at  these  things. 

Let  us  pause,  for  a  single  moment,  to  con- 
sider the  consequences  of  such  conduct.  What 
right  had  the  bank,  as  a  corporation,  to  enter 
the  arena  of  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing itself,  and  attacking  the  President.  Whilst 
I  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stockholder 
possessed  the  same  rights,  in  this  respect,  as 
every  other  American  citizen,  I  pray  you  to 
consider  what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bank 
has  thus  established.  Our  banks  now  number 
nearly  a  thousand,  and  our  other  chartered 
institutions  are  almost  innumerable.  If  all 
these  corporations  are  to  be  justified  in  using 
their  corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing elections,  of  elevating  their  political 
friends,  and  crushing  their  political  foes,  our 
condition  is  truly  deplorable.  We  shall  thus 
introduce  into  the  State  a  new,  a  dangerous, 
and  an  alarming  power,  the  effects  of  which  no 
man  can  anticipate.  Watchful  jealousy  is  the 
price  which  a  free  people  must  ever  pay  for 
their  liberties;  arid  this  jealousy  should  be 
argus-eyed  in  watching  the  political  movements 
of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  it  adopted  a  new  course  of 
policy.  What  it  had  been  unable  to  accompMsh 
by  making  money  plenty,  it  determined  it  would 
wrest  from  the  sufferings  of  the  people  by  mak- 
ing money  scarce.  Pressure  and  panic  then 
became  its  weapons ;  and  with  these  it  was 
determined,  if  possible,  to  extort  a  reeharter 
from  the  American  people.  It  commenced  this 
warfare  upon  the  interests  of  the  country  about 
the  1st  of  August,  1833.  In  two  short  months 
it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four  millions 
of  dollars,  whilst  the  deposits  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  it  had  increased,  during  the  same 
period,  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  speak 
in  round  numbers.  It  was  then  in  the  act  of 
reducing  its  discounts  at  the  rate  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  month. 

The  State  banks  had  expanded  their  loans 
with  the  former  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  now  became  necessary  to 
contract  them.    The  severest  pressure  began 
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to  be  felt  everywhere.  Had  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  been  permitted  a  short  time 
longer  to  proceed  in  this  course,  fortified  as  it 
was  with  the  millions  of  the  Government  which 
it  held  on  deposit,  a  scene  of  almost  universal 
bankruptcy  and  insolvency  must  have  been 
presented  in  our  commercial  cities.  It  thus 
became  absolutely  necessary  for  the  President 
either  to  deprive  the  bank  of  the  public  de- 
posits, as  the  only  means  of  protecting  the 
State  banks,  and,  through  them,  the  people, 
from  these  impending  evils,  or  calmly  to  look 
on  and  see  it  spreading  ruin  throughout  the 
land.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  adopt  this 
policy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  universal 
derangement  of  the  currency,  a  general  sacri- 
fice of  property,  and,  as  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence, the  recharter  of  this  institution. 

By  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  struck  a 
blow  against  the  bank  from  which  it  has  never 
since  recovered.  This  was  the  club  of  Hercules 
with  which  he  slew  the  Hydra.  This  was  the 
master-stroke  by  which  he  prostrated  what  a 
large  majority  of  the  American  people  believe 
to  have  been  a  corrupt  and  a  corrupting  insti- 
tution. For  this  he  is  not  only  justified,  but 
deserves  the  eternal  gratitude  of  his  country. 
For  this  the  Senate  have  condemned  him ;  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  hailed  him 
as  a  deliverer. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  President,  by  removing  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
united  in  his  own  person  the  power  of  the  purse 
of  the  nation  with  that  of  the  sword.  I  think 
it  is  not  dafflcult  to  answer  this  argument. 
What  was  to  become  of  the  public  money,  in 
case  it  had  been  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  its  charter,  for  the  cause 
which  the  Senator  himself  deems  justifiable? 
Why,  sir,  it  would  then  have  been  immediately 
remitted  to  the  guardianship  of  those  laws 
under  which  it  had  been  protected  before  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  called  into  exist- 
ence. Such  was  the  present  case.  In  regard 
to  this  point,  no  matter  whether  the  cause  of 
removal  were  sufficient  or  not,  the  moment  the 
deposits  were  actually  removed,  they  became 
subject  to  the  pre-existing  laws,  and  not  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  President. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  contended 
that  the  President  violated  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  by  dismissing  Mr.  Duane  from  ofiice 
because  ho  would  not  remove  the  deposits,  and 
by  appointing  Mr.  Taney  to  accomphsh  this 
purpose.  I  shall  not  discuss  at  any  length  the 
power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the 
day  to  question  it.  That  the  Executive  pos- 
sesses this  power  was  decided  by  the  first  Con- 
gress. It  has  often  since  been  discussed  and 
decided  in  the  same  manner,  and  it  has  been 
exercised  by  CA-ery  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  is  bound  by  the  consti- 
tution to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed."  If  he  cannot  remove  his  executive 
officers,  it  is  impossible  that  he  can  perform 


this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer  might  set  up 
for  himself;  might  violate  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  put  him  at  defiance,  whilst  he 
would  remain  perfectly  powerless.  He  could 
not  arrest  their  career.  A  foreign  minister 
might  be  betraying  and  disgracing  the  nation 
abroad,  without  any  power  to  recall  him  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  involves  so  many 
dangers,  and  so  many  absurdities,  that  it  could 
not  be  maintained  for  a  moment,  even  if  there 
had  not  been  a  constant  practice  against  it  of 
almost  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  sort  of  inde- 
pendent power  in  the  State,  and  is  released  from 
the  control  of  the  Executive.  And  why? 
Simply  because  he  is  directed  by  law  to  make 
his  annual  report  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the 
President.  If  this  position  be  correct,  then  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  Ex^utive  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  of  taMng  care  that 
the  numerous  and  important  acts  of  Congress 
regulating  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country 
shall  be  faithfully  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  thus  made  independent  of  his 
control.  What  would  be  the  position  of  this 
officer  under  such  a  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
decide.  And  this  wonderful  transformation  of 
his  character  has  arisen  from  the  mer.e  circum- 
stance that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him 
to  make  an  annual  report  to  them !  No,  sir ; 
the  Executive  is  responsible  to  Congress  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  the  pres- 
ent or  any  other  President  should  prove  faith- 
less to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  not- 
withstanding all  which  has  been  said,  would  be 
as  ready  as  their  predecessors  to  inflict  condign 
punishment  upon  him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
the  resolution  pf  March,  1834.  It  is  my  firm 
conviction  that  the  Senate  possesses  no  such 
power ;  and  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  estabUsh 
this  position.  The  decision  on  this  point  must 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  the  question,  does 
this  resolution  contain  any  impeachable  charge 
against  the  President  ?  If  it  does,  I  trust  I 
shall  demonstrate  that  the  Sanate  violated  its 
constitutional  duty  in  proceeding  to  condemn 
him  in  this  manner.  I  shall  again  read  the 
resolution : 

"  Hesohed,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  tlie  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehensive. 
It  comes  at  once  to  the  point.  It  bears  a  strik- 
ing impress  of  the  character  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  Does  it  charge  an  impeach- 
able offence  against  the  President  ? 

The  fom-th  section  of  the  second  article  of 
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the  constitution  declares  that  "  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of,  treason, 
bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors." 

It  has  been  contended  that  this  condemnatory 
resolution  contains  no  impeachable  offence,  be- 
cause it  charges  no  criminal  intention  against 
the  President ;  and  I  admit  that  it  does  not 
attribute  to  him  any  corrupt  motive  in  express 
words.  Is  this  sufiBcient  to  convince  the  judg- 
ment of  any  impartial  man  that  none  such  was 
intended?  Let  us,  foT  a  few  moments,  examine 
this  proposition.  If  it  be  well  founded,  the 
Senate  may  forever  hereafter  usurp  the  power 
of  trying,  condemning,  and  destroying,  any 
officer  of  the  Government,  without  affiarding 
him  the  slightest  opportunity  of  being  heard  in 
Ms  defence.  They  may  thus  abuse  their  power, 
and  prostrate  any  object  of  their  vengeance.  It 
seems  we  hS,ve  now  made  the  discovery  that 
the  Senate  are  authorized  to  exert  this  tre- 
mendous power ;  that  they  may  thus  assume 
to  themselves  the  office  both  of  accusers  and  of 
judge,  provided  the  indictment  contains  no 
express  allegation  of  a  criminal  intention.  The 
President,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government, 
may  be  denounced  by  the  Senate  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  as  derelict 
in  the  performance  of  his  public  duties,  provided 
there  be  no  express  imputation  of  an  improper 
motive.  The  characters  of  men  whose  reputa- 
tion is  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives  may  thus 
be  destroyed.  They  may  be  held  np  to  public 
execration  by  the  omission  of  a  few  formal 
words.  The  condemnation  of  the  Senate  carries 
with  it  such  a  moral  power,  that  perhaps  there 
is  no  man  in  the  United  States,  except  Andrew 
Jackson,  who  could  have  resisted  its  force. 
No,  sir ;  such  an  argument  can  never  command 
conviction.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  directly,  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect 
means.  We  cannot  by  resolution  convict  a  man 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  merely  because  we 
may  omit  the  formal  words  of  an  impeach- 
ment. "We  must  regard  the  substance  of  things, 
and  not  the  mere  form. 

.But  again :  Although  a  criminal  intention  be 
not  charged  in  so  many  words,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, yet  its  language,  even  without  the  attend- 
ant circumstances,  clearly  conveys  this  mean- 
ing. The  President  is  charged  with  having 
"  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but 
in  derogation  of  both."  "Assumed  upon  him- 
self! "  What  is  the  plain,  palpable  meaning 
of  this  phrase,  connected  with  what  precedes 
and  follows  ?  Is  it  not  "  to  arrogate,"  "  to 
claim  or  seize  unjustly  ?  "  These  are  two  of 
the  first  meanings  of  the  word  assume,  accord- 
ing to  the  lexicographers.  To  assume  upon 
one's  self,  is  a  mode  of  expression  which  is 
rarely  taken  in  a  good  sense.  As  it  is  used  here, 
I  ask  if  any  man  of  plain,  common  under- 
standing, after  reading  this  resolution,  would 


ever  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  any  Senator 
voted  for  it  under  the  impression  that  the 
President  was  innocent  of  any  improper  inten- 
tion, and  that  he  violated  the  constitution  from 
mere  mistake,  and  from  pure  motives?  The 
common  sense  of  mankind  revolts  at  the  idea. 
How  can  it  be  contended,  for  a  single  moment, 
that  you  can  denounce  the  President  as  a  man 
who  had  "assumed  upon  himself "  the  power 
of  violating  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  same  breath  declare  that 
you  had  not  the  least  intention  to  criminate 
him,  and  that  your  language  was  altogether 
inoffensive?  The  two  propositions  are  mani- 
festly inconsistent. 

But  I  go  one  step  further.  If  we  were  sitting 
as  a  court  of  impeachment,  and  the  bare  pro- 
position were  established  to  our  satisfaction, 
that  the  President  had,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  withdrawn  the  public  rev- 
enue of  the  country  from  the  depositoiT'  to 
whose  charge  Congress  had  committed  it,  and 
assumed  the  control  over  it  himself,  we  would 
be  bound  to  convict  him  of  a  high  official 
misdemeanor.  Under  such  circumstances,  we 
should  be  bound  to  infer  a  criminal  intention 
from  this  illegal  and  unconstitutional  act. 
Criminal  justice  could  never  be  administered, 
society  could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  should  not  attribute  evil  motives  to 
Ulegal  and  unconstitutional  conduct.  Om- 
niscience alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat, 
he  must  infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused 
from  his  actions.  That  "the  tree  is  known  by 
its  fruits,"  is  an  axiom  which  we  have  derived 
from  the  fountain  of  all  truth.  Does  a  poor, 
naked,  hungry  wretch,  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  infers  a  criminal  intent,  and  he  must  be 
convicted  and  punished  as  a  thief,  though  he 
may  have  been  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  of  saving  his  wife  and  children  from 
starvation.  And  shall  a  different  rule  be 
applied  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ? 
Shall  it  be  said  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  high- 
est station  on  earth,  for  his  wisdom,  his  integ- 
rity, and  his  virtues,  with  all  his  constitutional 
advisers  around  him,  when  he  violates  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  and  usurps  the  control 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  he  may  success- 
fully defend  himself  by  declaring  that  he  had 
done  this  deed  without  any  criminal  intention? 
No,  sir ;  in  such  a  case,  above  aU  others,  the 
criminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from  the 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  high  and  dangerons 
powers.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
never  shield  himself  behind  such  flimsy  pre- 
texts. This  resolution,  therefore,  although  it 
may  not  have  assumed  the  form  of  an  article 
of  impeachment,  possesses  all  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  some  years  ago  to  have 
assisted  as  a  manager,  in  behalf  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  trial  of  an  impeach- 
ment before  this  body.    It  then  became  my 
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duty  to  examine  all  the  precedents  in  such  cases 
■which  had  occurred  under  our  Government 
since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution. 
On  that  occasion  I  found  one  which  has  a  strong 
hearing  upon  this  question.  I  refer  to  the  case 
of  Judge  Pickering.  He  was  tried  and  con- 
demned by  the  Senate  upon  all  the  four  articles 
exhibited  against  him,  although  the  three  first 
contained  no  other  charge  than  that  of  making 
decisions  contrary  to  law,  in  a  cause  involving 
a  mere  question  of  property,  and  then  refusing 
to  grant  the  party  injured  an  appeal  from  his 
decision,  to  which  he  was  entitled.  From  the 
clear  violation  of  the  law,  in  this  case,  the 
Senate  must  have  inferred  an  impure  and  im- 
propei-  motive. 

If  any  thing  further  were  wanting  to  prove 
that  the  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  contained  a 
criminal  and  impeachable  charge  against  the 
President,  it  might  be  demonstrated  from  all 
the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction. 
Whilst  this  resolution  was  in  progress  through 
the  Senate,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
employed  in  producing  panic  and  pressure 
throughout  the  land.  Much  actual  suffering 
was  experienced  by  the  people ;  and  where  that 
did  not  exist,  they  dreaded  unknown  and  awful 
calamities.  Confidence  between  man  and  man 
was  at  an  end.  There  was  a  fearful  pause  in 
the  business  of  the  country.  "We  were  then 
engaged  in  the  most  violent  party  confiict 
recorded  in  our  annals.  To  use  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  revolution.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the 
nation  had  been  usurped  by  the  President ; 
that  in  his  own  person  he  had  united  this 
power  with  that  of  the  sword,  and  that  the 
liberties  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
could  be  arrested  in  his  mad  career.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  President  main- 
tained that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  an  act  of 
stern  justice  to  the  people  ;  that  it  was  strictly 
legal  and  constitutional ;  that  he  was  impelled 
to  it  by  the  highest  and  purest  principles  of 
patriotism ;  and  that  it  was  the  only  means  of 
prostrating  an  institution  which  threatened  the 
destruction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 
During  this  terrific  conflict,  public  indignation 
was  aroused  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  Presi- 
dent received  a  great  number  of  anonymous 
letters,  threatening  him  with  assassination, 
unless  he  should  restore  the  deposits. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of  this  conflict 
throughout  the  country,  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  thought  proper,  on  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1833,  to  present  his  condemnatory  res- 
olution to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
corrupt  connection  between  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
But  it  was  at  this  inauspicious  moment  that 
the  resolution  was  introduced.  How  was  it 
supported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ?  He 
told  us  that  a  revolution  had  already  com- 


menced. He  told  us  that  by  the  3d  of  March, 
1837,  if  the  progress  of  innovation  should  con- 
tinue, there  would  be  scarcely  a  vestige  remain- 
ing of  the  Government  and  policy,  as  they  had 
existed  prior  to  the  8d  of  March,  1829.  That 
in  a  term  of  years,  a  little  more  than  that  which 
was  required  to  establish  our  liberties,  the 
Government  would,  be  transformed  into  an 
elective  monarchy — the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government.  He  compared  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  General  Jackson  with  the  conduct  of  the 
usurping  Cfflsar,  who,  after  he  had  overrun 
Italy  in  sixty  days,  and  conquered  the  liberties 
of  his.  native  country,  terrified  the  tribune 
Metellus,  who  guarded  the  Treasury  of  the 
Roman  people,  and  seized  it  by  open  force. 
He  declared  that  the  President  had  perpetrated 
an  open,  palpable,  and  daring  usurpation.  He 
concluded  by  asserting  that  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  despotism  were  upon  us ;  and  if 
Congress  did  not  apply  an  instantaneous  and 
efieotive  remedy,  the  fatal  collapse  woidd  soon 
come  on,  and  we  should  die — ignobly  die — base, 
mean,  and  abject  slaves,,  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  unpitied,  unwept,  and  un- 
mourned.  What  a  spectacle  was  then  presented 
in  this  chamber !  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  when  he  took  his  seat,  there 
was  repeated  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleries. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  intro- 
ductory speech  of  the  Senator.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  of 
all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing 
the  storm.'  At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  not 
then  in  the  Senate,  it  reminded  me  of  the  able, 
the  vindictive,  and  the  eloquent  appeal  of  Mr. 
Burke  before  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  im- 
peachment of  Warren  Hastings,  in  *hich  he 
denounced  that  Governor  General  as  the  rav- 
ager  and  oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scourge  of 
the  millions  who  had  been  placed  under  his 
authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  resolution 
did  not  intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive 
to  the  President ;  that  he  was  a  good  old  man, 
though  not  a  good  constitutional  lawyer ;  and 
that  he  knew  better  how  to  wield  the  sword 
than  to  construe  the  constitution. 

[Mr.  Clat  here  rose  to  explain.  He  said, 
"  I  never  have  said,  and  never  will  say,  that 
personally  I  acquitted  the  President  of  any  im- 
proper intention.  I  lament  that  I  cannot  say 
it.  But  what  I  did  say  was,  that  the  act  of 
the  Senate  of  1834  is  free  from  the  imputation 
of  any  criminal  motives."] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  avowal  is  in  character 
with  the  frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  no  more  than  what  I 
expected  from  him.  The  imputation  of  any 
improper  motive  to  the  President  has  been 
again  and  again  disclaimed  by  other  Senators 
upon  this  fioor.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  now  boldly  come  out  in  his  true  colors, 
and  avows  the  principles  which  he  held  at  the 
tin«.    He  acknowledges  that  he  did  not  acquit 
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the  President  from  improper  intentions,  when 
charging  him  with  a  violation  of  the  constitution 
of  his  country.  - 

This  trial  of  the  President  before  the  Senate 
continued  for  three  months.  During  this  whole 
period,  instead  of  the  evidence  which  a  judicial 
tribunal  ought  to  receive,  exciting  memorials, 
signed  by  vast  numbers  of  the  people,  and  well 
calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  his  judges, 
were  poured  in  upon  the  Senate.  He  was  de- 
nounced upon  this  floor  by  every  odious  epithet 
which  belongs  to  tyrants.  Finally,  the  obnox- 
ious resolution  was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the 
'Senate,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834. 

After  the  exposition  which  I  have  made,  can 
any  impartial  mind  doubt  but  that  this  resolu- 
tion intended  to  charge  against  the  President  a 
wilful  and  daring  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  ?    I  think  not. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  argued,  with 
his  usual  power,  that  the  functions  of  the 
Senate,  acting  in  a  legislative  capacity,  are  not 
to  be  restricted,  because  it  is  possible  that  the 
same  question,  in  another  form,  may  come 
before  us  judicially.  I  concur  in  the  truth  and 
justice  of  this  position.  "We  must  perform  our 
legislative  duties ;  and  if,  in  the  investigation 
of  facts,  having  legislation  distinctly  in  view, 
we  should  incidentally  be  led  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  criminal  charges,  it  is  a  necessity  im- 
posed upon  us  by  our  condition,  from  which 
we  cannot  escape.  It  results  from  the  vary- 
ing nature  of  our  duties,  and  not  from  our  own 
will.  I  admit  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  mark 
the  precise  line  which  separates  our  "legislative 
from  our  judicial  functions.  I  shall  not  attempt 
it.  In  many  cases,  from  necessity,  they  are  in 
some  degree  intermingled.  The  present  resolu- 
tion, however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  tlais 
line.  It  is  placed  in  bold  relief,  and  is  clear  of 
all  such  difliculties.  It  is  a  mere  naked  resolu- 
tion of  censure.  It  refers  solely  to  the  past 
conduct  of  the  President,  and  condemns  it  in 
the  strongest  terms,  without  even  proposing 
any  act  of  legislation  by  which  the  evil  may  be 
remedied  hereafter.  It  was  judgment  upon 
the  past  alone ;  not  prevention  for  the  future. 
Nay,  more :  the  resolution  is  so  vague  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  from  its  face  the  cause  of  the  Presi- 
dent's condemnation.  The  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  the  Executive  "  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both."  What  is  the  specification  under  this 
charge?  Why,  that  he  has  acted  thus,  "in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  revenue."  What  executive  proceedings  ? 
The  resolution  leaves  us  entirely  in  the  dark 
upon  this  subject.  How  could  any  legislation 
spring  from  such  a  resolution  ?  It  is  impossi- 
ble.    None  such  was  ever  attempted. 

If  the  resolution  had  preserved  its  original 
phraseology ;  if  it  had  condemned  the  Presi- 
dent for  dismissing  one  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
because  he  would  not  remove  the  depositsjiand 


for  appointing  his  successor  to  efifect  this  purpose, 
the  Senator  might  then  have  contended  that  the 
evil  was  distinctly  pointed  out ;  and,  although 
no  legislation  was  proposed,  the  remedy  might 
be  applied  hereafter.     But  he  has  deprived 
himself  even  of  this  feeble  argument.    He  has 
left  us  upon  an  ocean- of  uncertainty,  without 
chart  or  compass.     "  The  late  executive  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  revenue  "  is  a  phrase 
of  the  most  general  and  indefinite  character. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  in  favor  of  this  reso- 
lution may  have  acted  upon  different  principles. 
To  procure  its  passage,  nothing  more  was  neces- 
sary than  that  a  majority  should  unite  in  the 
conclusion  that  the  President  had  violated  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  in  some  one  or  other 
of  his  numerous  acts  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue.     The  views  of  Senators  constituting 
the  majority  may  have  varied  from  each  other 
to  any  conceivable  extent ;  and  yet  they  may 
have  united  in  the  final  vote.    That  this  was 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  have  always 
understood.     It  is  utterly  impossible  either  that 
such  a  proceeding  could  ever  have  been  intend- 
ed to  become  the  basis  of  legislation,  or  that 
legislative  action  could  have  ever  sprung  from 
such  a  source. 

I  flatter  myself,  then,  I  have  succeeded  in 
proving  that  this  resolution  charged  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  high  ofl5cial  misdemeanor,  whoHy 
disconnected  from  legislation,  which,  if  true, 
ought  to  have  subjected  him  to  impeachment. 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  question,  had 
the  Senate  any  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  adopt  such  a  resolution  ?  In  other  words, 
can  the  Senate  condemn  a  public  officer  by 
a  simple  resolution,  for  an  oifence  which 
would  subject  him  to  an  impeachment?  To 
state  the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  question 
in  the  negative.  Dreadful  would  be  the  conse- 
quences, if  we  possess  and  should  exercise  such 
a  power. 

This  body  is  invested  with  high  and  respon- 
sible powers,  of  a  legislative,  and  executive, 
and  a  judicial  character.  No  person  can  enter 
it  until  he  has  attained  a  mature  age.  Our 
term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
elective  functionary.  If  Senators  wUl  have  it 
so,  it  is  the  most  aristocratic  branch  of  our 
Government.  For  what  purpose  did  the  frani- 
ers  of  the  constitution  confer  upon  it  these 
varied  and  important  powers,  and  this  long 
tenure  of  ofiice  ?  The  answer  is  plain.  It  was 
placed  in  this  secure  and  elevated  position 
that  it  might  be  above  the  storms  of  faction 
which  so  often  inflame  the  passions  of  men. 
It  never  was  intended  to  be  an  arena  for  politi- 
cal gladiators.  Until  the  second  session  of  the 
third  Congress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
closed  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when 
the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  was  the  subject  under  discussion.  Of  this 
particular  practice,  however,  I  cannot  approve. 
I  merely  state  it  to  show  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  the  constitution.  I  was  informed 
by  one  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  and 
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Senators  which  this  oountiy  has  ever  produced, 
now  no  more,  (the  late  Mr.  King)  that  for  some' 
years  after  the  Federal  Government  commenced 
its  operation,  the  debates  of  the  Senate  resem- 
bled conversations  rather  than  speeches,  and 
that  it  originated  but  few  legislative  measures. 
Senators  were  then  critics  rather  than  authors 
in  legislation.  Whether  its  gain  in  eloquence, 
since  it  has  become  a  popular  assembly,  and 
since  the  sound  of  thundering  applause  has 
been  heard  in  our  galleries  at  the  denunciation 
of  the  President,  has  been  an  equivalent  for  its 
loss  in  true  dignity,  may  well  be  doubted.  To 
give  this  body  its  just  influence  with  the 
people,  it  ought  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as 
possible  from  angry  political  discussions.  '  In 
the  performance  of  our  executive  duties — in 
the  ratification  of  treaties  and  in  the  confirma- 
tion of  nominations — the  constitution  has  con- 
nected us  with  the  Executive.  The  efiicient 
and  successful  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  requires  that  we  should  move 
on  together  in  as  much  harmony  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  independent  exercise  of  our 
respective  functions. 

But,  above  all,  we  should  be  the  most  cau- 
tious in  guarding  our  judicial  character  from 
suspicion.  "VVe  constitute  the  higli  court  of  im- 
peachment of  this  nation,  before  which  every 
officer  of  the  Government  may  be  arraigned. 
To  this  tribunal  is  committed  the  character  of 
nien,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives.  We  should  be  the  rock,  standing  in 
the  midst  of  the  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording a  shelter  to  the  faithful  officer  from 
unjust  persecution,  against  which  the  billows 
might  dash  themselves  in  vain.  Whilst  we  are 
a  terror  to  evil-doers,  we  should  be  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  well.  We  should  never  volun- 
tarily perform  any  act  which  might  prejudice 
our  judgment,  or  render  us  suspected  as  a  judi- 
cial tribunal.  More  especially,  when  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  the 
bar  of  public  opinion,  for  offences  which  might 
subject  him  to  an  impeachment,  we  should  re- 
main, not  only  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  Better, 
infinitely  better,  would  it  be  for  us  not  to  man- 
ifest our  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which  we 
wcre^morally  certain  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  not  prefer  before  us  articles  of  im- 
peachment, than  to  reach  the  object  of  our  dis- 
approbation by  a  usurpation  of  their  rights.  It 
is  true  that,  when  the  Senate  passed  the  resolu- 
tion condemning  the  President,  a  majority  in 
the  House  were  of  a  different  opinion.  But  the 
next  elections  might  have  changed  that  major- 
ity into  a  minority.  The  House  might  then 
have  voted  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
President.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  pray 
you  to  consider  in  what  a  condition  the  Senate 
would  have  been  placed.  They  had  already 
*  prejudged  the  case.  They  had  already  con- 
victed the  President,  and  denounced  him  to  the 
world  as  a  violator  of  the  constitution.  In  crim- 
inal prosecutions,  even  against  the  greatest  mal- 
efactor, if  a  juror  has  prejudged  the  cause,  he 


cannot  enter  the  jury-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  itself  wholly  incompetent,  in  this  case, 
to  perform  its  highest  judicial  functions.  The 
trial  of  the  President,  had  articles  of  impeach- 
ment been  preferred  against  him,  would  have 
been  but  a  solemn  mockery  of  justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
carefully  provided  against  such  an  enormous 
evil,  by  declaring  that  "the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachment," and  "  the  Senate  shall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments."  Until 
the  accused  is  brought  before  us  by  the  House, 
it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  our  solemn  duty  to 
condemn  him  by  a  resolution. 

If  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  without 
any  indictment  having  been  found  by  a  grand 
jury,  without  having  given  the  defendant  notice 
to  appear,  without  having  afibrded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  cross-examining  the  witnesses 
against  him,  and  making  his  defence,  should 
resolve  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and 
place  this  conviction  upon  their  records,  all 
mankind  would  exclaim  against  the  injustice 
and  unconstitutionality  of  the  act.  Wherein 
consists  the  difference  between  this  case  and 
the  condemnation  of  the  President  ?  In  noth- 
ing, except  that  such  a  conviction  by  the  Sen- 
ate, on  account  of _  its  exalted  character,  would 
fall  with  tenfold  force  upon  its  object.  I  have 
often  been  astonished,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tended and  well-deserved  popularity  of  General 
Jackson,  that  the  moral  influence  of  this  con- 
demnation by  the  Senate  had  not  crushed  him. 
With  what  tremendous  effect  might  this  as- 
sumed power  of  the  Senate  be  used  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fall  under  its 
displeasure.  The  precedent  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous, and  the  American  people  have  wisely 
determined  to  blot  it  out  forever. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  what  might  have  been 
the  condition  of  the  country,  if,  at  the  inauspi- 
cious moment  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
against  the  President,  its  interests  and  its  honor 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  foreign 
war.  The  fearful  consequences  of  such  a  con- 
dition, at  such  a  moment,  must  strike  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  then  have  confided 
to  the  President  the  necessary  power  to  defend 
the  country  ?  Where  could  the  sinews  of  war 
have  been  found  ?  In  what  condition  was  this 
body  at  that  moment  to  act  upon  an  important 
treaty  negotiated  by  the  President,  or  upon  any 
of  his  nominations  ?  But  I  forbear  to  enlarge 
upon  this  topic. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  point  in  this 
discussion.  Do  the  Senate  possess  the  power, 
under  the  constitution,  of  expunging  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1834,  from  their  journals,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri ?  (Mr.  Benton'.)  I  cheerfully  admit  that 
we  must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the 
constitution ;  for  we  can  never  redress  one  vio- 
lation of  that  instrument  by  committing  an- 
other. Before  I  proceed  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  I  shall  put  myself  right  by  a  brief  his- 
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torical  reminiscence.  I  entered  the  Senate  in 
December,  1834,  fresli  from  the  ranl^s  of  the 
people,  without  the  slightest  feeling  of  hostility 
against  any  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  then 
thought  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  ex- 
punge. Although  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in 
strong  terms,  my  entire  disapprobation  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  yet  I  was  willing  to 
accomplish  this  object  without  doing  more  vio- 
lence to  the  feelings  of  my  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  justify 
the  President.  Actuated  by  these  friendly 
motives,  I  exerted  all  my  little  influence  with 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  the  word  expunge,  and  substitute  some 
others  in  its  place.  I  knew  that  this  word  was 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had 
voted  for  the  former  resolution.  Other  friends 
of  his  also  exerted  their  influence ;  and  at  length 
his  kindly  feeling  prevailed,  and  he  consented 
to  abandon  that  word,  although  it  was  .pecu- 
liarly dear  to  him.  I  speak  from  my  own 
knowledge.  "  All  which  I  saw,  and  part  of 
which  I  was." 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
came  before  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1835.  Under  it  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
was  "  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jour- 
nal," for  reasons  appearing  on  its  face,  which  I 
need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  "White)  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  striking 
out  the  order  to  expunge  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  words  "  re- 
scinded, reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to  be 
null  and  void."  Some  difference  of  opinion 
then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion as  to  the  words  which  should  be  substi- 
tuted in  place  of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the 
purpose  of  leaving  this  question  perfectly  open, 
you,  sir,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  in  the 
chair,)  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Benton,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of 
the  Senate."  This  motion  prevailed,  on  the 
ayes  and  noes,  by  a  vote  39  to  7 ;  and  amongst 
the  ayes  the  name  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
is  recorded.  The  resolution  was  thus  left  a 
blank,  in  its  most  essential  feature,  ready  to  be 
filled  up  as  the  Senate  might  direct.  The  era 
of  good  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had 
commenced.  It  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  how- 
ever, by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
"Webster.)  "Whilst  the  resolution  was  still  in 
blank,  he  rose  in  his  place,  and  proclaimed  the 
triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike 
out  the  word  expunge,  and  then  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  declaring  that  he 
would  neither  withdraw  his  motion  for  friend 
nor  foe.  This  motion  precluded  all  amendment 
and  all  debate.  It  prevailed  by  a  party  vote ; 
and  thus  we  were  left  with  our  resolution  a 
blank.  Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
Senators  in  opposition  received  our  advances 
of  courtesy  and  kindness,  in  the  moment  of  their 


strength  and  our  weakness.  Had  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  suffered  us  to  proceed  but 
for  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  have 
assumed  a  distinct  form,  and  they  would  never 
afterwards  have  heard  of  the  word  expunge. 
"Wo  should  have  been  content  with  the  words 
"  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void."  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  that  occasion, 
and  that  of  the  party  with  which  he  acted, 
roused  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  the 
administration  on  this  floor.  "We  then  deter- 
mined that  the  word  expunge  should  never 
again  be  surrendered. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  introduced 
a  precedent  from  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  that  we  have  no  right  to  adopt 
this  resolution.  To  this  I  can  have  no  possible 
objection.  But  I  can  tell  the  Senator,  if  I  were 
convinced  that  I  had  voted  wrong  when  com- 
paratively a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
the  fear  of  being  termed  inconsistent  would  not 
now  deter  me  from  voting  right  upon  the  same 
question.  I  do  not,  however,  repent  of  my 
vote  upon  that  occasion.  I  would  now  vote  in 
the  same  manner,  under  similar  circumstances. 
I  should  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, any  proceeding  from  the  journals, 
by  obliterating  the  record.  If  I  do  not  prove, 
before  I  take  my  seat,  that  the  case  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  was  essentially  different 
from  that  now  before  the  Senate,  I  shall  agree 
to  be  proclaimed  inconsistent  and  time-serving. 

It  was  my  settled  conviction,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  obliterate  their 
journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not  removed, 
by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  Poetee,)  who  confessedly  made  the  ablest 
speech  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  The 
constitution  declares  that  "  each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts 
as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy." 
"What  was  the  position  which  that  Senator  then 
attempted  to  maintain?  In  order  to  prove  that 
we  had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our 
journals,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  corftend 
that  the  word  "  keep,"  as  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, means  both  to  record  and  to  preserve. 
This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  begging  of 
the  question. 

I  shall  attempt  no  definition  of  the  word 
"  keep."  At  least  since  the  days  of  Plato,  we 
know  that  definitions  have  been  dangerous. 
Yet  I  think  that  the  meaning  of  this  word,  as 
applied  to  the  subject-matter,  is  so  plain,  that 
he  who  runs  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  agent 
to  keep  a  journal  of  his  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  ha  • 
shall  write  these  proceedings  down  from  day  to 
day,  and  publish  what  he  has  written,  for  gen- 
eral information.  After  he  has  obeyed  my 
commands,  after  he  has  kept  Ms  journal,  and 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


127 


Jasuaet,  1837.] 


Expunging  Resolution. 


[Senate. 


published  it  to  the  world,  he  has  executed  the 
essential  part  of  the  trust  confided  to  him. 
What  may  become  of  this  .original  manuscript 
journal  afterwards,  is  a  matter  of  total  indiffer- 
ence. So  in  regard  to  the  manuscript  journals 
of  either  House  of  Congress ;  after  more  than  a 
thousand  copies  have  been  printed  and  pub- 
lished, and  distributed  over  the  Union,  it  is 
matter  of  not  the  least  importance  what  dispo- 
sition may  be  made  of  them.  They  have  an- 
swered their  purpose,  and,  in  any  practical 
view,  become  useless.  If  they  were  burnt,  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  an  event 
of  the  slightest  public  consequence.  Such 
indifference  has  prevailed  upon  this  subject,  that 
these  journals  have  been  considered,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  so  much  waste 
paper,  and,  during  a  period  of  thirty-four  years 
after  the  organization  of  the  Government,  they 
were  actually  destroyed.  From  this  circum- 
stance, no  public  or  private  inconvenience  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  sustained;  because  our 
printed  journals  are  received  in  evidence  in  all 
courts  of  justice,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
originals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  discovered 
that  to  "keep"  means  both  "to  record"  and 
"  to  preserve."  But  can  you  give  this,  or  any 
other  word  in  the  English  language,  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  meanings  at  the  same 
time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subject  ? '  I  think 
not.  From  the  imperfection  of  human  lan- 
guage, from  the  impossibility  of  having  appro- 
priate words  to  express  every  idea,  the  same 
word,  as  applied  to  different  subjects,  has  a 
variety  of  significations.  As  applied  to  any 
one  subject,  it  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  convey 
two  distinct  meanings.  In  the  constitution  it 
must  mean  either  "  to  write  down,"  or  "  to  pre- 
serve." It  cannot  have  both  significations.  Let 
Senators,  then,  take  their  choice.  If  it  signifies 
"to  write  down,"  as  it  unquestionably  does, 
what  becomes  of  the  constitutional  injimction 
to  preserve?  The  truth  is,  that  the  constitu- 
tion has  not  provided  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  manuscript  journal,  after  it  has  served  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  called  into  existence. 
When  it  has  been  published  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,,  for  whose  use  it  was  ordered  to 
be  kept,  after  it  has  thus  been  perpetuated,  and 
they  have  been  furnished  with  the  means  of 
judging  of  the  public  conduct  of  their  public 
servants,  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  least 
importance.  Whether  it  be  thrown  into  the 
garret  of  the  Capitol,  with  other  useless  lumber, 
or  be  destroyed,  is  a  matter  of  no  public  inter- 
est. It  has  probably  never  once  been  referred 
to  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  If  it 
should  ever  be  determined  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  to  obliterate  or  destroy  this 
manuscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  different 
principles  from  those  which  have  been  urged  in 
this  debate.  My  own  impression  is,  that,  as  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  have  directed  us  to 
keep  a  journal,  a  constructive  duty  may  be  im- 
plied from  this  command,  which  would  forbid 


us  to  oUiterate  or  destroy  it.  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  should  vote,  as  I  did  twenty  years 
ago,  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  against 
any  proposition  actually  to  expunge  any  part 
of  the  journal.  But,  waiving  this  unprofitable 
discussion,  let  us  proceed  to  the  real  point  in 
controversy. 

Is  any  such  proceeding  as  that  of  actually 
expunging  the  journal  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  ?  I  answer, 
no  such  thing.  If  the  constitution  had,  in  ex- 
press terms,  directed  us  to  record  and  to  pre- 
serve a  journal  of  our  proceedings,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  now  before  us,  which 
would  be  inconsistent  with  such  a  provision. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  black  line  around  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March,  1834,  to 
obliterate  or  to  deface  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicuous — to  place 
it  in  bold  relief — to  give  it  a  prominence  in  the 
public  view  beyond  any  other  proceeding  of 
this  body  in  past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  future 
time  ?  If  the  argument  of  Senators  were,  not 
that  we  have  no  power  to  obliterate,  but  that 
the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  of  the  journal  more  conspicuous  than 
another,  it  would  have  had  much  greater  force. 
Why,  sir,  by  means  of  this  very  proceeding, 
that  portion  of  our  journal  upon  which  it  oper- 
ates will  be  rescued  from  a  slumber  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  eternal,  and  fac 
similes  of  the  original  resolution,  without  a 
word  or  a  letter  defaced,  will  be  circulated  over 
the  whole  Union. 

But,  sir,  this  resolution  also  directs  that 
across  the  face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution 
there  shall  be  written  by  the  Secretary,  "  Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  Senate,  this day 

of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837." 

WiU  this  obliterate  any  part  of  the  original 
resolution  ?  If  it  does,  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary will  be  performed  in  a  very  bungling  man- 
ner. No  such  thing  is  intended.  It  would  be 
easy  to  remove  every  scruple  from  every  mind 
upon  this  subject,  by  amending  the  .resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Secretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  obliterate  any  part  of  the  condemna- 
tory resolution.  Such  a  direction,  however, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  The 
nature  of  the  whole  proceeding  is  very  plain. 
We  now  adopt  a  resolution  expressing  our 
strong  reprobation  of  the  original  resolution ; 
and  for  this  purpose  we  use  the  word  "  ex- 
punged," as  the  strongest  term  which  we  can 
apply.  We  then  direct  our  Secretary  to  draw 
black  lines  around  it,  and  place  such  a  reference 
to  our  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its  face, 
that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect 
this  portion  of  our  journal,  will  be  pointed  at 
once  to  the  record  of  its  condemnation.  What 
lawyer  has  not  observed  upon  the  margin  of 
the  judgment  docket,  if  the  original  judgment 
has  been  removed  to  a  superior  court,  and  there 
reversed,  a  minute  of  such  reversal?  In  our 
editions  of  the  statutes,  have  we  not  all  noted 
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the  repeal  of  any  of  them  -which  may  have 
taken  place  at  a  suhsequent  period  ?  Who  ever 
heard  in  the  one  case  or  in  the  other,  that  this 
■\vas  ohliterating  or  destroying  the  record  or 
the  book  ?  So,  in  this  case,  we  make  a  mere 
reference  to  our  future  proceeding  upon  the 
face  of  the  resolution,  instead  of  the  margin. 
Suppose  we  should  only  repeal  the  obnoxious 
resolution,  and  direct  such  a  reference  to  be 
made  upon  its  face :  would  any  Senator  con- 
tend that  this  would  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
journal  ? 

But  it  has  been  contended  that  the  word 
expunge  is  not  the  appropriate  word ;  and  we 
have  wrested  it  from  its  true  signiiication,  in 
applying  it  to  the  present  case.  Even  if  this 
allegation  were  correct,  the  answer  would  be 
at  hand.  You  might  then  convict  us  of  bad 
taste,  but  not  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
On  the  face  of  the  resolution  we  have  stated 
distinctly  what  we  mean.  We  have  directed 
the  Secretary  in  what  manner  he  shall  under- 
stand it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  idea  that  it 
is  our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  destroy  the 
journal. 

But  I  shall  contend  that  the  word  expunge  is 
the  appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not 
anotlier  in  the  English  language  so  precisely 
adapted  to  convey  our  meaning.  I  shall  show 
from  the  highest  literary  and  parliamentary 
authorities,  that  this  word  has  acquired  a  sig- 
nification entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual 
obliteration.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to 
this  task.  After  citing  my  authorities,  I  shall 
proceed  with  the  argument.  First,  then,  for 
those  of  a  literary  character.  I  read  from 
Orabbe's  Synonymes,  page  140 ;  and  every  Sen- 
ator will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  established 
reputation.  In  speaking  of  the  use  of  the  word 
"  expunge,"  the  author  says :  "  When  the  con- 
tents of  a  book  are  in  part  rejected,  they  are 
aptly  described  as  being  expunged ;  in  this 
manner  the  free-thinking  sects  expunge  every 
thing  from  the  Bible  which  does  not  suit  their 
purpose,  or  they  expunge  from  their  creed  what 
does  not  humor  their  passions."     The  idea  that 


their  former  systems  of  Government."  Al- 
though the  word  "  alter  "  was  afterwards  substi- 
tuted for  expunge,  I  presume  upon  the  ground 
that  this  was  too  strong  a  term,  yet  the  change 
does  not  detract  from  the  literary  authority  of 
the  precedent. — Jejferson^s  Correspondence,  &c. 
1st  vol.,  page  17. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word 
"  expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphori- 
cal meaning  in  our  literature,  which  excludes 
the  idea  of  actual  obliteration.    If  I  should  pro- 
ceed one  step  further,  and  prove  that,  in  legis- 
lative proceedings,  it  has  acquired  the  very 
same  signification,  I  shall  then. have  fully  estab- 
lished my  position.     For  this  purpose  I  cite, 
first,  "  the  Secret  Proceedings  and  Debates  of 
the  Federal  Convention."    In  page  118  we  find 
the  following  entries :  "  On  motion  to  expunge 
the  clause  of  the  qualification  as  to  age,  it  was 
carried — ten  States  against  one."    Again :  "  On 
the  clause  respecting  the  ineligibility  to  any  other 
oflice,  it  was  moved  that  the  words  '  by  any  par- 
ticular State  '  be  expunged — four  States  for,  five 
against,   and  two  divided."     So,   page    119: 
"  The  last  blank  was  filled  up  with  one  yeai-, 
and  carried — eight  ayes,  two  noes,  one  divided." 
"  Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  expunge  the  clause 
— agreed  to,  nem.  con."    Again :  "  Mr.  Butler 
moved  to  expunge  the  clause  of  the  stipends — 
lost;   seven  against,  three  for,   one  divided." 
Again,  in  page  Wl :    "  Mr.  Pinckney  moved 
that  that  part  of  the  clause  which  disqualifies  a 
person  from  holding  an  office  in  the  State  be 
expunged,  because  the  first  and  best  characters 
in  a  State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in 
the  national  council." 

"  Question  put  to  strike  out  the  words  moved 
for,  and  carried — eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  very  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  under  which  we  are  now  governed, 
the  word  '■  expunge  "  was  often  used  in  its  fig- 
urative sense.  It  will  certainly  not  be  asserted, 
or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senator  here,  that 
when  these  motions  to  expunge  prevailed,  the 
words  of  the  original  draught  of  the  constitu- 


an  actual  obliteration  was  intended  in  these    tion  were  actually  obliterated  or  defaced.    The 


cases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In  the  same 
page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Mr.  Burke,  to 
illustrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  "  I  be- 
lieve," says  he,  "that  any  person  who  was  of 
age  to  take  a  part  in  public  concerns  forty 
years  ago  (if  the  intermediate  space  were  ex- 
punged from  his  memory)  could  hardly  credit 
his  senses  when  he  should  hear  that  an  army 
of  two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in 
this  island."  I  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jeflferson  as 
a  literary  authority.  He  has  often  been  re- 
ferred to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  in  politics. 
For  this  high  authority,  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Niooolas.)  In  the 
original  draught  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence he  uses  the  word  "  expunge  "  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  "  Such  has  been  the  patient 
sufferance  of  these  colonies ;  and  such  is  now 
the  necessity  which  constrains  thefu  to  expunge 


meaning  is  palpable.  These  provisions  were 
merely  rejected ;  not  actually  blotted  out.  But 
I  shall  now  produce  a  precedent  precisely  in 
point.  It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  and  refers  to  the 
famous  resolution  of  that  body  adopted  on  the 
15th  day  of  June,  1813,  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessel  Peacock ;  denouncing 
the  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  be- 
coming in  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  ex- 
press any  approbation  of  militai-y  or  naval  ex- 
ploits which  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  our  seaooast.  Some  ten 
years  afterwards,  a  succeeding  Senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1813,  and  the  preamble 
thereof,  bo,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  expunged  from 
the  journals  of  the  Senate." 
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It  is  self-eyident  that,  in  this  case,  not  the 
least  intention  existed  of  defacing  the  old  man- 
uscript journal.  The  word  "  exptinge  "  was 
nsed  in  its  figurative  signification,  just  as  it  is 
in  the  case  before  us,  to  express  the  strongest 
reprobation  of  the  former  proceeding.  That 
proceeding  was  to  he  expunged  solely  by  force 
of  the  subsequent  resolution,  and  not  by  any 
actual  obliteration.  There  never  was  any  actual 
obliteration  of  the  journal. 

Judging,  then,  fifcm  the  highest  English  au- 
thorities, from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors 
and  statesmen,  and  from  the  proceedings  of  leg- 
islative bodies,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  word 
"  expunge "  has  acquired  a  distinct  meaning, 
altogether  inconsistent  with  any  actual  obliter- 
ation ? 

All  that  we  have  heard  about  defacing  and 
destroying  the  journal  are  mere  phantoms, 
which  have  been  conjured  up  to  terrify  the 
timid.  "We  intend  no  such  thing.  "We  only 
mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  resolution  ought  never 
to  have  found  a  place  on  the  journal.  If  more 
authorities  were  wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia.  The  present  expung- 
ing resolution  is  in  exact  conformity  with  their 
instructions  to  their  Senators.  As  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire  their 
plan,  though  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  is 
perfectly  constitutional.  That  State  is  highly 
literary;  and  I  think  I  have  established  that 
Lheir  Legislature,  when  they  used  the  word 
"  expunge,"  without  intending  thereby  to  effect 
an  actual  obliteration  of  the  journal,  justly  ap- 
preciated the  meaning  of  the  language  which 
they  employed. 

The  word  "  expunge"  is,  iu  my  opinion,  the 
only  one  which  we  could  have  used,  clearly  and 
forcibly  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  Even  if  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  practice  as  a  parlia- 
mentary word,  we  ought  ourselves  to  have  first 
established  the  precedent.  It  suits  tlje  case 
precisely.  If  you  rescind,  reverse,  or  repeal,  a 
resolution,  you  thereby  admit  that  it  once  had 
some  constitutional  or  legal  authority.  If  you 
declare  it  to  have  been  null  and  void  from  the 
beginning,  this  is  but  the  expression  of  your 
own  opinion  that  such  was  the  fact.  This  word 
"  expunge  "  acts  upon  the  resolution  itself.  It 
at  once  goes  to  its  origin,  and  destroys  its  legal 
existence,  as  if  it  had  never  been.  It  does  not 
merely  kill,  but  it  annihilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  mean- 
ing of  several  other  words  from  their  primitive 
signification,  in  a  similar  manner  with  that  of  the 
word  "  expunge."  The  original  signification  of 
the  word  "  rescind  "  is  "  to  cut  off."  Usage  has 
made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  law  or  resolu- 
tion, to  abrogate  or  repeal  it.  "We  every  day 
hear  motions  "  to  strike  out."  "What  is  the 
literal  meaning  of  this  expression  ?  The  ques- 
tion may  be  best  answered  by  asking  another. 
If  I  were  to  request  you  to  strike  out  a  line 
from  your  letter,  and  j'ou  were  willing  to  com- 
ply with  my  request,  what  would  be  your  con- 
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duct?  You  would  run  your  pen  through  it 
immediately.  You  would  literally  strike  it  out. 
Yet,  what  use  do  we  make  of  this  phrase  every 
day  in  our  legislative  proceedings  ?  If  I  make 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bUl,  and 
it  prevails,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed 
copy  of  it  in  black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on 
the  margin  that  it  has  been  stricken  out.  The 
original  he  never  touches.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  word  "  expunge,"  without  obliterating 
the  proceeding  to  which  it  is  directed,  signify 
to  destroy,  as  if  it  never  had  existed  ? 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  I  think  I  need 
scarcely  again  recur  to  the  Pennsylvania  pre- 
cedent. It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding,  that  an  actual  expunging  of  the  jour- 
nal was  intended,  if  it  had  not  already  been 
executed.  I  have  no  recollection  whatever  of 
the  circumstances,  but  I  am  under  a  perfect 
conviction,  from  the  face  of  the  journal,  that 
such  was  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  should  vote 
now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  Botli  my  vote,  and  the  motion 
which  I  subsequently  made  upon  that  occasion, 
evidently  proceeded  upon  this  principle.  The 
question  arose  in  this  manner,  as  it  appears 
from  the  journal :  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1816,  "  The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in  a 
decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge certain  proceedings  from  the  journal,  he 
was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  that  decision,"  viz :  "  that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  journal  proceedings  in  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called."  Now, 
as  no  trace  whatever  appears  upon  the  journal 
of  the  preceding  day  of  the  motion  to  which  the 
Spealver  refers,  it  is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is 
almost  certain,  that  the  proceedings  had  been 
actually  expunged  before  he  asked  the  advice 
of  the  House. 

No  man  feels  with  more  sensibility  the  neces- 
sity which  compels  him  to  perform  an  unkind 
act  towards  his  brother  Senators  than  myself; 
but  we  have  now  arrived  at  that  point  when 
imperious  duty  demands  that  we  should  either 
adopt  this  expunging  resolution  or  abandon  it 
forever.  Already  much  precious  time  has  been 
employed  in  its  discussion.  The  moment  has 
arrived  when  we  must  act.  Senators  in  the 
opposition  console  themselves  with  the  belief 
tliat  posterity  will  do  them  justice,  should  it  be 
denied  to  them  by  the  present  generation. 
They  place  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale, 
and  ours  in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  that,  before  that  tribunal,  at 
least,  their  weight  will  preponderate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  to-day,  not  only  by  the  present,  but 
by  future  generations,  should  my  obscure  name 
ever  be  mentioned  in  after  times.  After  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial  historian 
shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  day,  he  will 
say  that  the  distinguished  men  who  passed  the 
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resolution  condemning  the  President  were 
urged  on  to  the  act  by  a  desire  to  occupy  the 
high  places  in  the  Government ;  that  an  ambi- 
tion, noble  in  itself,  but  not  wisely  regulated,  had 
obscured  their  judgment,  and  impelled  them  to 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  unjust,  illegal,  and 
unconstitutional ;  that,  in  order  to  vindicate 
both  the  constitution  and  the  President,  we 
were  justified  in  passing  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, and  thus  stamping  the  former  proceeding 
with  our' strongest  disapprobation. 

I  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  this  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  last  highly  exciting  questions  of  the 
present  day.  During  the  period  of  General 
Jackson's  civil  administration,  what  has  he  not 
done  for  the  American  people?  During  this 
period,  he  has  had  more  difiicult  and  dangerous 
questions  to  settle,  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
questions  which  aroused  more  intensely  the 
passions  of  men — than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
They  are  now  all  happily  ended,  except  the  one 
which  we  shall  this  day.  bring  to  a  close — 

"  And  nil  the  clouds  that  lowered  upon  our  house, 
In  the  deep  bosom  of  the  ocean  buried." 

The  country  now  enjoys  abundant  prosperity 
at  home,  whilst  it  is  respected  and  admired  by 
foreign  nations.  Although  the  waves  may  yet 
be  in  some  agitation  from  the  effect  of  the 
storms  through  which  we  have  passed,  yet  I 
think  I  can  perceive  the  rainbow  of  peace  ex- 
tending itself  across  the  firmament  of  heaven. 

Should  the  next  administration  pursue  the 
same  course  of  policy  with  the  present;  should 
it  dispense  equal  justice  to  all  portions  and  to 
all  interests  of  the  Union,  without  sacrificing 
any ;  should  it  be  conducted  with  prudence  and 
with  firmness,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  this 
wOl  be  the  case,  we  shall  hereafter  enjoy  com- 
parative peace  and  quiet  in  our  day.  This  will 
be  the  precious  fruit  of  the  energy,  the  toils, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  has  conducted 
us  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  tem- 
pestuous administration. 

I  am  now  prepared  for  the  question.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  resolution,  but  not  cheerfully.  I 
regret  the  necessity  which  exists  for  passing 
it;  but  I  believe  that  imperious  duty  demands 
its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  obtain  a  miserable,  petty,  personal  triumph, 
either  for  myself,  or  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  over  my  associates  upon  this 
floor. 

I  am  now  ready  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus, 
in  the  opprobrious  language  of  Senators  in  the 
opposition,  to  become  one  of  the  executioners 
of  the  condemnatory  resolution. 

"When  Mr.  Buchanan  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  Batakd  rose  and  said  that,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  opinion  on  tlie  subject  now 
under  discussion,  yet  he  should  have  been 'un- 
willing at  this  late  hour  to  have  trespassed  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had  he 
not  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to 
himself  and  to  his  immediate  constituents  to 


contend  and  protest  against  a  measure  which 
he  believed  to  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
I  say,  sir,  c^stituents,  for,  in  my  theory  of  this 
Government,  we  are  all  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  though  chosen  after  a  diflerent 
manner.  Every  infraction  of  the  constitution, 
however  unimportant  it  may  appear  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  tends  to  diminish  the 
general  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  general  attachment  to  it; 
and  as  the  people  of  the  Staf*  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  are  devotedly  attached  to 
that  instrument,  and  feel  that  their  political 
existence  is  incorporated  with  it,  that  in  it  they 
live,  and  move,  and  have  their  being  as  a  po- 
litical community,  I  say,  sir,  it  is  a  duty  which 
I  owe  to  them  to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  ability  against  whatever  thus  incidentally 
affects  them.  It  is  a  duty,  too,  which  I  owe  to 
myself,  as  I  have  a  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever affects  the  character  and  honor  of  this 
body,  of  which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  do?  A 
man  may  do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must 
take  care  to  have  a  clear  and  precise  idea  of 
the  act  to  be  done.  In  words,  sir,  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  expunge  from  the  journal  a  certain 
resolution,  but  in  fact  and  in  truth,  to  falsify  a 
record.  The  same  mind  which  might  contem- 
plate the  one  proposition  with  indifference, 
would  regard  the  other  with  horror.  To  a 
mind  reckless  of  consequences,  which  has  no 
future,  which  looks  only  to  the  present,  and 
views  every  act  as  an  insulated  event,  having 
no  relation  to  what  has  preceded,  and  no  influ- 
ence on  what  is  to  follow,  to  expunge  from  a 
journal  may  seem  a  very  harmless  act.  But, 
sir,  even  such  a  mind  might  be  brought  to 
revolt  with  disgust  from  the  same  measure, 
when  it  imported  the  suppression  of  the  truth, 
or  the  assertion  of  a  falsehood.  The  approaches 
of  crime  are  stealthy  and  mysterious ;  the  as- 
sassin wears  his  mask ;  vice  pays  to  virtue  the 
homage  of  assuming  her  form ;  the  knave  puts 
on  the  cloak  of  religion ;  the  demagogue  be- 
comes the  friend  of  the  people.  It  becomes, 
then,  my  purpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from 
the  journal  is  to  falsify  a  record. 

Let  me  now  draw  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  It  professes  to 
set  forth  the  act  to  be  done,  and  the  reasons 
for  doing  it.  And  first,  sir,  as  to  the  act  itself. 
It  is  described  in  those  terms : 

"Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of 
the  session  of  18S3-'4  into  the  Senate,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  draw  black  lines  around  the 
said  resolve,  and  -nTito  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong   letters,  the  following  words:  Expunged  by 

order  of  the  Senate,  this day  of ,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  1836." 

Nothing  can  be  more  explicit  in  its  terms. 
The  act  to  be  done  is  to  expunge.  The  first 
member  of  the  sentence  conveys  the  whole 
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idea ;  and  if  tlie  resolutioa  had  stopped  tliere, 
■witli  tlie  simple  assertion-  tliat  an  expunction 
should  take  place,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that 
the  Secretary  would  have  been  authorized  to 
blot  out  or  erase  from  the  journal  the  objection- 
able passage.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  BuonANAN)  has  gone  into  a  critical  exami- 
nation of  the  meaning  of  the  term  expunge,  and 
has  given  us  various  instances  of  its  use  in  a 
metaphorical  sense,  and  concludes  that,  because 
the  word  may  be  used  metaphorically,  it  is  in 
this  instance  a  harmless  metaphor.  In  all  its 
uses,  whether  literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imports 
destruction;  and  the  beauty  and  force  of  the 
metaphor  in  every  instance  depends  on  the  pre- 
cise meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation.  The 
term  expunge  means  literally  to  wipe  out,  which 
imports  destruction ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  im- 
ports that  something  which  has  an  existence 
shall  cease  to  exist.  Whether  the  term  is  at 
any  time  used  literally  or  metaphorically,  will 
depend  on  the  subject  matter  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied. Thus,  in  some  of  the  instances  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  as  in  the  one 
"  to  expunge  our  sins,"  no  doubt  the  word  is 
used  metaphorically ;  but  does  not  the  whole 
force  and  value  of  the  expression  depend  on  its 
literal  meaning,  and  import  that  those  sins  shall 
cease  to  have  a  moral  existence  as  reasons  for 
the  Divine  vengeance  ?  And  when  used  as  ap- 
plicable to  a  section  of  a  bill,  which  is  another 
instance  given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean 
that  such  section  shall  cease  to  have  existence  ? 
The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  resolution  pass- 
ed that  a  section  of  a  bill  should  be  expunged, 
the  Secretary  would  proceed  to  obliterate  it  ? 
I  answer,  that  from  the  method  of  our  proceed- 
ings it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  erase  every 
word,  because  tlie  purpose  is  efiectually  an- 
swered by  drawing  his  black  lines  across  it,  or 
simplv  writing  upon  its  face  the  word  "  ex- 
punged," for  in  effect  it  becomes  so,  by  ceasing 
to  have  any  legal  existence ;  and  if  such  bill 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, the  section  thus  expunged  would  be  omit- 
ted in  the  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  exist- 
ed. But  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by 
such  a  resolution  is  literally  to  erase  every 
word  of  the  section.  Such,  also,  is  the  case 
when  the  word  is  used  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  journal,  and  becomes  his  duty  to  blot  out 
or  obliterate  from  its  face  the  passage  ordered 
to  be  expunged.  But  it  is  said  that  the  present 
resolution  does  not  contemplate  an  actual  ex- 
punction or  obliteration  of  the  passage,  but 
merely  a  typical  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  tliemselves  to  this  measure  by  such  a 
play  upon  words.  A  typical  expunction !  To 
get  rid  of  the  sophistry  at  once,  let  me  ask 
whether  a  journal  is  not  the  evidence  of  a  fact, 
as,  for  instance,  the  passage  of  a  particular  res- 
olution, and  whether  to  expunge  from  the  jour- 
nal that  resolution  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  such  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  ?  If,  then,  you  have  the  right  to  ex- 
punge, and  do  actually  declare  that  a  passage 


shall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for  all  legal  pur- 
poses suppress  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  manner  of  expunction  may  be, 
whether  by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by 
writing  the  word  "  expunged  "  over  its  face  ? 
Oould  the  Secretary  certify,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  expunging  resolution,  that  such  a  passage 
existed  on  the  journal  ?  If  he  were  called  upon 
to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  journal,  would 
he  have  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged? 
It  is  in  vain  that  the  assertion  is  made  that  the 
printed  volumes  would  be  evidence  of  the  fact. 
The  printed  volumes  are  only  prima  facie  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  for  convenience,  but  could 
never  stand  against  a  sworn  copy  of  the  journal. 
There  is,  then,  for  all  the  purposes  for  which 
a  journal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidence  of  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  no  difference  between  an 
actual  and  a  typical  expunction.  That  in  the 
present  instance  no  grave  and  immediate  conse- 
quences affecting  individual  rights  is  to  follow, 
does  not  alter  the  case.  The  principle  asserted 
in  the  resolution  is,  that  the  right  to  expunge 
exists,  the  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  no  consequence ; 
and  I  will  show  presently  that  the  exercise  of 
such  a  power  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  but 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  important  and 
direct  influence  on  the  personal  rights  of  indi- 
viduals. The  natural  import  and  the  necessary 
legal  effect  of  the  phrase  "  expunge  from  the 
journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  met- 
aphorically. 

Having  thus  ascertained  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  expunge  "  and  the  effect  of  any  mode 
of  expunction,  the  question  arises  whether  the 
Senate  possesses  any  such  power  over  its  jour- 
nal. Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  any  particular  transaction,  for  the  journal  is 
not  only' the  highest  evidence,  but  the  only 
evidence,  of  the  fact?  A  journal  is  a  daily 
record,  as  contradistinguished  from  a  temporary 
memorandum.  But  it  is  contended  that,  though 
a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  one,  being  of 
value  only  until  it  is  published ;  after  which, 
it  becomes  mere  waste  paper.  Is  this  propo- 
sition true  ?  For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  this 
particular  case  is  concerned,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  question.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
is,  "  that  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the 
same."  Resort  has  been  had  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "keep,"  as  importing  preservation, 
to  show  that  the  constitution  contemplated  a 
permanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record.  But 
I  admit  that  the  word  "  keep  "  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  permanent  preservation ;  it  may 
mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose. 
The  word  "  keep,"  like  every  other  word  in  the 
language,  must  depend  for  its  meaning  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  used,  on  the  subject 
matter  to  which  it  is  applied.  "Words  are  but 
signs  of  ideas ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  imperfections 
of  language,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  its  use  consists  in  the 
choice  of  those  terms  which  convey  either  the 
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simple  or  complex  idea  with  precision.  A 
■word,  too,  may  stand  for  a  whole  sentence,  for 
a  class  of  ideas,  as  in  the  familiar  use  of  this 
very  one.  Thus,  to  keep  a  horse  may  not 
merely  mean  that  he  is  fed,  and  curried,  and 
stabled,  but  that  he  is  rode ;  as,  where  the  con- 
versation being  about  the  personal  habit  of  any 
one  in  relation  to  exercise,  it  should  be  remark- 
ed of  him  he  keeps  a  horse,  the  term  imports 
both  preservation  and  use.  So  in  the  phrase 
"keep  a  cow,"  the  use  for  which  she  is  kept 
is  implied,  as  if  a  housekeeper  were  asked  "  Do 
you  buy  your  milk  ?  "  and  should  reply,  "  No, 
I  keep  a  cow,"  it  imports  not  only  that  she  is 
fed  and  taken  care  of,  but  that  she  is  milked, 
and  her  milk  consumed  by  the  family.  So, 
"  keep  a  carriage  "  does  not  merely  mean  that 
a  carriage  is  locked  up  in  the  house,  but  that  it 
is  used.  "  Keep  house  "  imports  the  burden 
of  household  duties ;  as  "  keep  tavern  "  im- 
ports the  duty  of  .receiving  and  attending  to 
guests.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the 
phrase  "  keep  a  journal "  means  to  make  and 
preserve  one.  But  still  the  question  arises'  as 
to  the  length  of  that  preservation ;  and  it  is 
contended  that  the  subsequent  injunction  to 
publish  indicates  at  once  the  purpose  and  length 
of  preservation  Is  this  true  ?  The  words  are, 
"  keep  and  publish,"  not  "  keep  in  order  to 
publish."  But,  waiving  all  verbal  criticism,  let 
me  remark  that  a  constitution  is  merely  a  col- 
lection of  prin(Sples ;  and  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  attend  to  the  object  of  the  provision, 
and  the  principle  connected  with  it.  What, 
then,  sir,  are  the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is 
to  be  kept  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  them  all, 
but  some  of  them,  as  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itself;  and  it  will  then  be  seen  whether 
such  purposes  are  of  a  temporary  or  6f  a  per- 
manent character,  and,  by  consequence,  whether 
the  journal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or 
temporary  record.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  in- 
tended to  record  the  day  on  which  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  the  President  for  his  appro- 
bation, and  the  day  on  which  Congress  adjourn- 
ed ;  for  on  these  two  facts  may  depend  the 
validity  of  a  law.  Thus,  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  pro- 
vided : 

"  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it 
becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if 
not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated,  &c.  If  any  bill  shall 
not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten  days 
(Sunday  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress,  by  their 
adjournment,  prevent  its  return ;  in  which  ease,  it 
shall  not  be  a  law." 

Here  is  one  permanent  purpose,  as  enduring 
as  the  law  itself. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  fact  of  membership  in  this  body,  the  Senate 


being  the  judge,  and  settling  the  question  of 
membership  in  cases  of  contested  election,  by 
the  express  provision  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  constitution.  And  this  was 
done  in  the  case  of  the  venerable  and  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Khode  Island,  (Mr.  Bob- 
bins.) Has  not  he,  and  has  not  his  State,  a 
permanent  interest  in  that  decision,  and  in  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  established?  And  is 
not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evi- 
dence of  that  fact?  Suppose,  sir,  it  should 
become  expedient  at  any  time  to  expunge  such 
a  decision,  what  would  become  of  the  rights 
of  the  Senator  from  Khode  Island,  if  a  compet- 
itor were  to  present  himself  here  for  his  seat, 
with  fresh  credentials  from  his  State. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  presence  of  a  quorum  at  the  opening  of 
each  session  of  Congress,  as  well  as  to  ascertain 
the  fact  that  Congress  did  assemble  on  the  con- 
stitutional day  for  its  meeting.  The  journal 
always  opens  with  a  statement  of  the  names  of 
those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascertain- 
ed that  a  quorum  is  present ;  it  is  afterwards 
taken  for  granted  that  they  perform  their  duty, 
and  are  always  present,  unless  the  contrary  is 
made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  happened  that  no 
quorum  was  present,  or  that  Congress  had  as- 
sembled before  it  had  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  the 
laws  passed  under  such  circumstances  would  be 
merely  void.  This,  certainly,  is  a  matter  of 
permanent  importance. 

In  the  fourtli  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  action  of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its 
members,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  punishment 
of  any  of  them  for  disorderly  behavior.  Sup- 
pose the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  member: 
will  not  the  right  of  the  State  from  which  he 
comes  to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of 
expulsion  ?  And  could  you,  by  expunging  the 
resolution  of  expulsion,  restore  him  to  his  seat? 
And  yet,  if  you  destroy  the  evidence  of  the 
expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  invalidate  his 
rights  as  established  by  his  credentials  when 
he  first  took  his  seat  ?  Suppose  he  was  elected 
for  six  years,  and  you  expel  him  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  second,  and  then  expunge  the  reso- 
lution of  expulsion,  how  would  it  be  possible 
to  contest  his  right  to  a  seat  for  the  remaining 
four  years  ? 

In  the  fifth  place,  it  is  intended  to  ascertain 
the  fact  of  your  organization  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, and  the  judgment  passed  on  the 
ofiender.  That  judgment  may  extend  to  a  re- 
moval from  oflice,  and  a  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  in  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted 
out  of  the  pardoning  power  which  is  given  to 
the  President  in  all  other  cases. 

In  the  sixth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to 
advert  to,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  votes  of 
members  on  matters  of  moment,  that  they  may 
be  held  to  their  responsibility  for  pernicious 
measures.  And  hence  it  is  expressly  provided, 
in  the  fifth  section  of  the  first  article,  "  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  House 
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on  any  question  shall,  at  tlie  desire  of  one-fifth 
of  those  present,  he  entered  on  the  journal." 
Has  not  every  individual  a  personal  and  perma- 
nent interest  in  the  record,  for  good  or  for  evil? 
This  last  purpose  has  reference  to  the  great 
principle  on  which  republican  government  is 
founded — the  responsibility  of  the  representa- 
tive to  his  constituents.  From  a  consideration, 
then,  of  the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is  to 
be  kept,  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  intended  to  be 
a  permanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record. 
None  of  those  purposes  would  be  effectually 
answered  by  the  mere  publication  of  the  jour- 
nal. They  are  matters  of  fact,  of  which  the 
journal,  I  mean  the  manuscript  journal,  is  the 
highest  evidence,  and  the  only  evidence  where 
recourse  is  had  to  it,  for  any  legal  purpose.  To 
expunge  this  record  is  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  a  fact ;  to  falsify  history,  and  verify  the  re- 
mark of  the  satirical  Frenchman,  that  history 
is  nothing  but  conventional  fables.  Let  me 
add,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  that  the  suppres- 
sio  veri  differs  nothing  in  point  of  morality  from 
the  allegatio  falsi,  and  that  it  would  be  as  hard 
to  maintain  that  you  have  a  right  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  had  occurred  in 
your  proceedings,  as  to  maintain  that  you  have 
the  right  to  assert  a  fact  upon  your  journal 
which  never  had  any  existence.  But  it  has 
been  contended  by  some,  that,  because  we  have 
the  custody  of  the  journal,  we  have  the  right 
to  do  with  it  what  we  please.  And  does  cus- 
tody import  the  right  of  destruction  ?  Will  it 
be  contended  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
has  the  custody  of  your  laws  and  treaties,  and 
even  of  the  constitution  itself,  has,  from  that 
circumstance,  the  right  to  blot  out  sections  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  para- 
graphs from  your  constitution ;  that  he  has  the 
right  to  mutilate  and  destroy  the  records  of  the 
nation  ?  In  considering  his  right  of  expunction, 
the  question  is  not  whether  the  substance  of 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  is  true, 
but  whether  such  a  resolution  was  adopted ; 
that  is  the  point  of  history.  The  existence  on 
the  journal  of  the  resolution  is  no  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  its  allegation,  but  simply  of  its 
adoption;  and  the  future  historian,  looking 
to  the  whole  transactions  of  the  time,  would 
decide  upon  t}ie  truth  or  error  of  its  allegation, 
without  giving  to  it  any  greater  weight  than  is 
due  to  the  mere  expression  of  an  opinion. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  for  the  original  reso- 
lution has  a  personal  interest  in  the  record. 

If  it  is  true  that  to  pass  such  a  resolution 
was  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  a  flagrant 
wrong  done  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  then  his  friends  should  not  desire  to 
have  it  expunged,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  pre- 
serve it  as  a  monument  of  reproach  to  those 
who  participated  in  the  measure.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  it  should  be  preserved  as  a  mat- 
ter of  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  of  disgrace  and  shame  on  the  part  of  his 
adversaries.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
right  existed  to  pass  the  resolution,  and  its  al- 


legation was  true  in  point  of  fact,  those  who 
sustained  it  by  their  vote  have  an  interest  in 
the  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while  those  who 
thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis- 
faction of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent. 
In  neither  view  of  the  case  have  the  friends  of 
the  President  any  fair  reason  to  desire  that  the 
evidence  of  the  proceeding  should  be  destroyed. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  may 
glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occasion ;  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  may  do  the 
same ;  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the 
other  of  the  evidence  of  his  course  in  relation 
to  it.  Those  who  voted  for  the  resolution 
alone  hazard  any  thing  in  preserving  that  evi- 
dence. If  they  were  wrong,  then  it  is  for  their 
shame ;  if  they  were  right,  it  is  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  from  which  others  might 
rightfully  and  sincerely  differ.  If  the  allega- 
tions of  the  friends  of  the  President  are  true, 
that  the  adoption  of  that  resolution  was  a  breach 
of  the  constitution,  and  a  most  flagrant  wrong 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olay)  should  come 
here  to  ask  us  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  con- 
ceal his  participation  in  the  matter  ?  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
who  takes  great  credit  to  himself  for  resisting 
the  measure,  should  seek  not  only  to  conceal 
his  own  glory  in  opposing  it,  but  the  shame  of 
his  adversaries  in  supporting  it  ?  What  is  the 
purpose  to  be  answered  by  expunging  the  reso- 
lution? The  fact  that  such  a  resolution  was 
adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed  from  the  eye 
of  history.  The  journal  is  only  evidence  of 
that  fact,  and  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation 
contained  in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then,  fs 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  expunction  ?  I  fear, 
■  sir,  that  the  future  historian,  looking  over  the 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  will  say,  from 
the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice,  a 
peace-offering  at  the  altar  of  executive  power. 
In  this  view,  we  have  all  an  interest  in  the  rec- 
ord of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  for  good  or 
for  evil  report. 

But,  sir,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  reasons 
which  are  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution.  They  are  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  and  I  presume  they  are  the  best  that 
can  be  offered.  They  have  been  well  weighed 
and  considered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  been  taxed  to  the 
uttermost  to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  of  view.  His  reasons  are  eight 
in  number,,  and  the  first  of  them  is  in  these 
words : 

"And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  irregularly, 
illegally,  and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  belong 
to  every  citizen,  and  in  subversion  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  law  and  justice :  because  President 
Jackson  was  thereby  adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  of  an  impeachable  oifence,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upon  him  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office  and  of  the 
laws  and  constitution,  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
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of  an  impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial  or  the  means  of  defence." 

Is  this  true  in  point  of  fact  ?  The  proceed- 
ing of  which  this  reason  professes  to  be  descrip- 
tive -was  this:  On  the  28th  day  of  March, 
1834,  the  Senate,  in  its  usual  course  of  busi- 
ness, adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
of  both." 

Is  this  first  reason,  then,  a  true  description 
of  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  ?  If  the  Sen- 
ate had  organized  itself  into  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment, called  in  the  Chief  Justice  to  preside,  as 
required  by  the  constitution,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  try  the  President  without  hearing  him, 
and  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  him  of  re- 
moval from  office,  more  could  not  have  been 
said ;  no  stronger  language  would  be  required 
to  describe  so  wanton  a  violation  of  constitu- 
tional law.  Is  there  no  difference  between  the 
cases?  Can  a  stronger  case  of  the  perversion 
and  abuse  of  language  he  put  than  this,  which 
would  represent  a  simple  resolution  of  a  delib- 
erative assembly,  expressing  merely  an  opinion, 
which  has  no  legal  effect  whatever  on  the  rights 
of  the  individual,  as  the  judgment  of  a  court 
which  acts  directly  and  immediately  upon  those 
rights  ?  The  proceeding  referred  to  has  neither 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.  Nor  is 
the  slightest  guilt  imputed  in  the  opinion  as 
expressed  by  the  resolution.  It  states  a  fact, 
"  that  the  President  has  assumed  upon  himself 
Suthority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  "  but  is  silent  as  to  the  motives  and 
intention  with  which  that  fact  was  accompa-* 
nied,  the  corrupt  and  wilful  character  of  which 
alone  could  give  to  the  proceeding  the  attribute 
of  guilt.  But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Senate  had,  losing  sight  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  justice,  formed  itself  into  a  court  of 
impeachment,  and  proceeded,  without  a  hearing, 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  individual :  would  that 
be  a  reason  for  expunging  the  record,  for  sup- 
pressing the  evidence  of  so  monstrous  a  pro- 
ceeding ?  On  the  contrary,  sir,  it  should  stand 
as  a  monument  of  disgrace  and  dishonor  to  the 
men  who  participated  in  it.  Its  legal  effect 
would  be  nothing;  its  moral  influence  would 
recoil  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be 
held  to  that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  to 
secure  which  it  was  provided  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  entered  on  the  journal.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  hollowness  and  fallacy 
of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  the  evidence 
are  not  those  who  advocated,  but  those  who 
opposed  the  resolution.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  fate 
of  a  false  position  to  imbody  the  principles  of 
its  own  destruction.  If  this  reason  be  a  true 
description  of  the  resolution  of  28tli  March 
1834,  and  sufficient  for  its  expunction,  is  it  not 
perceived  that  this  very  expunging  resolution 


and  its  preamble  is  open  to  the  same  objection, 
as  pronouncing  judgment  on  those  Senators 
who  supported  the  former,  as  guilty  of  an  im- 
peachable offence,  and  violators  of  their  oaths 
of  ofiice,  without  the  benefit  of  a  trial?  It 
should,  then,  in  its  turn,  be  expunged ;  and  if 
I  were  called  upon  to  draw  up  a  preamble  upon 
the  strength  of  this  precedent,  I  should  use  the 
same  language,  as  being  as  fair  and  legitimate 
a  description  of  the  present  resolution  and  its 
preamble  as  this  reason  is  descriptive  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  28,  1834.  It  is  absolutely 
suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  follows : 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  shapes 
and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in  point.of 
fact,  and,  therefore,  unjust  and  unrighteous,  as  well 
as  irregular  and  unconstitutional ;  because  the  said 
President  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  dismissing 
Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  as 
specified  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve ;  nor  in 
taking  upon  himself  the  removing  of  the  deposits,  as 
specified  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve; 
nor  in  any  act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  specified 
under  the  vague  and  ambiguous  term  of  the  general 
denunciation  contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 

The  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  res- 
olution was  erroneous  in  point  of  fact.  Is  that 
a  reason  for  expunging  it?  It  might  form  a 
very  good  reason  for  a  counter-resolution.  The 
subject  is  one  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  fairly  exist,  and  that  difference  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
journal ;  but  surely  that  difference  of  opinion 
is  no  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence  that 
such  an  opinion  was  expressed. 

The  third  reason  is;  that 

"  The  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  is  uncertain  and 
ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the  laws  and 
constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  power  and 
authority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  without  specifying,"  &c. 

This  reason  conflicts  with  both  the  others, 
implying  that,  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and 
specific,  it  ought  not  to  be  expunged.  If  all 
these  are  reasons  for  the  same  act,  they  should 
not  be  antagonist  to  each  other,  hut  should 
harmoniously  tend  to  the  same  conclusion. 
But  want  of  detail  can  be  no  reason  for  sup- 
pressing the  evidence  that  such  a  resolution 
was  adopted. 

The  fourth  reason  is  merely  an  amplification 
of  the  third. 

The  fifth  reason  is  as  follows : 
_"  And  whereas  tlie  Senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  against 
the  laws  and  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
solve before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House, 
waa  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  House;  a 
violation  of  the  constitution ;  a  subversion  of 
justice ;  n  prejudication  of  a  question  which  might 
legally  come  before  the  Senate,  and  a  disqualification 
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of  that  body  to  perform  itg  constitutional  duty  -with 
fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the  President  should 
thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  for  the  same  offence." 

The  same  answer  may  be  given  to  this  rea- 
son as  is  given  to  tlie  first,  that  it  is  not  a  fair 
and  true  description  of  the  case.  It  treats  the 
resolution  of  1834  as  if  it  were  a  judgment  of 
the  Senate  in  its  judicial  capacity  as  a  court  of 
impeachment,  when,  in  truth,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  its 
character  of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  is  no 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives, since  it  neither  anticipates  nor 
precludes  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prejudica- 
tion of  any  question  which  might  come  before 
the  Senate  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  since 
such  question  must  be  one  of  guilt ;  and  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  is  imputed  in  the  resolution. 
But  again:  if  all  this  were  true,  it  would  be 
no  reason  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
resolution  was  adopted. 

But,  sir,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason, 
which  is  perhaps  the  true  motive,  though  not  a 
justification  for' this  extraordinary  proceeding, 
and  a  gleam  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which  gives  it  color  and  complexion.  The 
substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  President's 
protest  was  rejected,  and  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  upon  the  journal,  while  memorials  and 
petitions  against  him  were  duly  and  honorably 
received.  Here  is  another,  instance  of  that 
conflict  with  other  reasons,  which  was  remark- 
ed upon  in  adverting  to  the  third.  It  implies 
that,  if  the  protest  had  been  received,  then  the 
resolve  should  not  be  expunged.  But  with 
that  confusion  of  ideas  which  seems  to  charac- 
terize the  whole  preamble,  it  places  the  protest 
of  the  President  on  the  same  footing  with  pe- 
titions from  the  people.  The  President  de- 
manded that  his  protest  should  be  spread  upon 
the  journal,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do.  But, 
supposing  for  a  moment  that  he  had,  is  the  re- 
fusal a  reason  for  expunging  the  resolution  to 
which  the  protest  has  reference.  The  people 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  express  their  opin- 
ions and  wishes,  in  the  form  of  petitions  and 
memorials ;  but  the  President,  as  such,  has  no 
right  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  any  other 
branch  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  a 
protest.  It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or  privi- 
leges of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebuke 
the  proceedings  of  the  legislative  or  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government.  The  aspect 
which  the  whole  subject  assumes,  in  contem- 
plating this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation.  It 
looks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  this  body,  by 
way  of  compensating  the  slight  of  executive 
power. 

Tlie  seventh  and  eight  reasons  may  be  classed 
together,  and  resolve  themselves  into  the  gene- 
ral allegation  that  the  said  resolve  was  inoppor- 
tune, of  evil  example,  and  dangerous  prece- 
dent; all  of  which,  being  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion,  about  which  a  fair  difference  might 


arise,  could  furnish  no  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolve,  however  it  might  be  urged  as  a  reason 
for  passing  a  counter-resolution."  We  have  thus, 
sir,  gone  through  them  all,  and  do  not  find  one 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do 
it  collectively.  A  thousand  bad  reasons  have 
no  more  force  than  one.  "We  may  say,  then, 
of  this  preamble,  what  was  said  of  Gratiano's 
reasoning:  "  Gratiano  speaks  an  infinite  deal 
of  nothing ;  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice ; 
his  reasons  are  as  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in 
two  bushels  of  chafif;  you  shall  seek  all  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and  when  you  have  them, 
they  are  not  worth  the  search." 

But  it  is  said  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  pass 
such  a  resolution ;  that  it  cannot  be  justified  as 
the  fair  exercise  of  any  one  of  its  powers. 
Still,  it  may  be  answered,  it  is  a  fact  that  such 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  objection 
involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which 
cannot  be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence 
of  the  fact.  But  as  to  the  right  itself,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  when 
the  subject  is  fully  understood.  The  Senate, 
under  the  constitution,  has  various  powers — 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive.  The  error 
lies  in^ttempting  to  discover  and  explain  the 
right  to  pass  such  a  resolution  in  the  exercise 
of  any  of  these  powers. 

The  object  of  all  these  powers  is  the  modifi- 
cation of  some  social  or  political  right.  But 
the  Senate  is  a  deliberative  body,  and,  as  such, 
must  have  opinions,  and  express  them.  It  is 
the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  and  express  opinions, 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  res- 
olution of  thanks  cannot  be  traced  to  any  one 
of  these  powers ;  neither  can  a  resolution  of 
condolence ;  and  yet  no  one  ever  doubted  the 
right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitution  for 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be 
found  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, which,  in  its  last  paragraph,  supposes 
that  there  are  other  resolutions  than  legislative 
acts,  or  such  as  require  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses.  But  the  very  institution  of  a  deliber- 
ative assembly,  in  the  nature  of  things,  sup- 
poses and  involves  the  existence  of  opinions 
and  the  right  of  expressing  them.  The  powers 
of  such  an  assembly,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
control  which  it  may  exercise  over  the  social 
or  political  rights  of  others,  is  a  very  different 
matter,  and  depends  on  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  which  gives  it  existence.  But  is 
it  not  somewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
make  the  objection,  do  not  perceive  that  this 
very  expunging  resolution  which  they  advocate, 
presupposes  the  right  ?  If  the  Senate  has  no 
right  to  pass  any  resolution  but  such  as  can  be 
traced  to  one  of  those  powers,  what  right  has 
it  to  pass  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Into  such 
absurdities,  sir,  wiU  men  fall  when  they  seek 
to  sustain,  by  reasoning,  a  false  position.    The 
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right,  then,  to  pass  such  a  resolution  I  take  to 
be  unquestionable,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may 
be,  at  times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or 
caution  to  the  wantonness  or  heedlessness  of 
executive  power,  and  as  a  measure  short  of  im- 
peachment. But,  sir,  what  is  impeachment? 
A  farce,  a  nullity !  It  is,  like  the  case  of  the 
electoral  colleges,  an  abortion.  There  is  little 
danger  to  be  apprehended  but  from  a  popular 
President ;  and  the  very  fact  of  his  being  such, 
under  the  party  organization  of  this  country, 
supposes  the  fact  that  he  is  sustained  and  sup- 
ported by  a  majority  of  the  body  in  whom  the 
impeaching  power  resides.  I  might  here,  sir, 
conclude  what  I  wished  to  say  in  relation  to 
the  matter  now  depending  before  the  Senate, 
having,  as  I  think,  established  two  propositions, 
which  cover  the  whole  ground :  first,  that  the 
Senate,  as  a  deliberative  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  March  28,  1834 ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  whether  true  or  not  in 
point  of  fact,  we  have  no  right  to  expunge  it, 
because  the  journal  is,  by  the  constitution,  a 
permanent  record.  I  will  further  incidentally 
remark  that,  if  the  right  of  expunction  exists, 
and  is  to  be  established  by  this  precedent,  then 
a  subsequent  Senate  may  expunge  this  expung- 
ing resolution ;  and  so,  in  all  time  to  come, 
these  successive  expunctions  may  serve  to  indi- 
cate the  triumph  or  defeat  of  the  respective 
political  parties  of  the  counti-y.  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  sustain  this  measure 
by  a  resort  to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are 
of  no  authority  when  opposed  to  a  clear,  ascer- 
tained, settled  principle.  They  are  resorted  to 
in  doubtful  cases,  and  often  to  avoid  the  force 
of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
precedents  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  above  all 
things,  precedents  drawn  from  a  period  of  revo- 
lution, such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  are  of  no  weight 
in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  when  securi- 
ty and  leisure  give  opportunity  for  reflection. 
It  may  be  very  expedient,  in  a  moment  of  un- 
settled government  and  of  violence,  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  particular  proceeding ;  but 
one  could  scarcely  rely  upon  such  authority  for 
a  warrant  to  corrupt  a  constitutional  record  in 
moments  of  security  and  regular  government. 
And  yet  such  is  the  character  of  the  Senator's 
domestic  precedent.  As  to  his  English  prece- 
dents, they  are  of  no  value  on  a  question  like 
this,  which  does  not  depend  on  general  parlia- 
mentary practice,  but  on  the  expx-ess  provisions 
of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed 
the  keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that 
journal  as  a  permanent  record. 
When  Mr.  Bayaed  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Hendeioks  rose  and  said  that,  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  day,  it  would  be  out  of  place 
to  attempt  an  argument  or  a  speech  to  the 
Senate ;  and  such  was  not  his  purpose,  in  the 
few  words  he  had  at  present  to  say.  It  had 
been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have 
troubled  the  Senate  with  his  views  somewhat 
at  large  on  the  subject ;  but  he  would  content 


himself  now  with  saying  a  very  few  words ;  and 
this  was  perhaps  necessary,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar position  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  he  had  voted  against  the  res- 
olution of  1834,  so  much  complained  of — the 
resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  He  did 
so  for  many  of  the  reasons  contained  in  the 
preamble  to  the  resolution  now  on  our  tables. 
In  some  of  the  reasons,  however,  contained  in 
that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur,  and  of  course 
could  not  vote  for  it.  For  some  of  the  reasons 
contained  in  it  he  could  most  cheerfully  vote. 
No  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himself 
(said  Mr.  li.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution. No  one  could  have  been  more  oppos- 
ed to  it.  He  viewed  it  as  an  apple  of  discord 
set  in  motion ;  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the 
community,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  that  eventful 
session ;  and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done 
more  harm  in  exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present 
dangerous  height  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  have  been  proposed.  The  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  constitution  by  this  act  of  ex- 
punging (said  Mr.  H.)  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  measure  of  1834 ;  aa  much  so  as  that  one 
act  of  violence  should  succeed  another.  A 
party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shall  use  that 
power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
retaliation,  as  soon  as  the  opposite  party  shall 
triumph.  Hence,  violent  measures  of  this  kind 
are  as  sure  to  succeed  each  other,  in  the  muta- 
tions of  party  power,  as  effect  is  to  follow 
cause. 

Much,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  of  1834,  he  could  not  vote  to  expunge 
it  from  the  journals.  That  was  a  question,  in 
his  opinion,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  original  proposition. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  was  one  of 
power  to  expunge  the  journal,  no  matter  what 
journal  it  might  be.  He  thought  no  such  power 
existed  in  the  Senate,  nor  anywhere  else ;  and 
his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giving  any  such  vote,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  opinion  of  the  resolution  proposed  to 
be  expunged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  much  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve 
the  journals  of  unconstitutional  proceedings,  if 
such  there  be,  as  of  any  other.  Our  constitu- 
ents have  as  much  right  to  know  our  bad  acts 
as  our  good  ones ;  because  it  is  for  these  they 
win  call  us  to  account ;  and  it  woidd  be  strange 
doctrine,  that  we  could  shield  ourselves  from 
responsibility  by  expunging  the  journals.  The 
argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  resolution  of  1834  was  unconsti- 
tutional, and  therefore  ought  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  un- 
derstood, too,  that  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
votes  of  other  members  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  expunging.  Much  as  he  disapproved  of  the 
resolution  of  1884,  he  believed  that  it  was  coa- 
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stitutional,  and  that  it  was  such  a  proposition 
as  the  Senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He 
saw  nothing  unconstitutional  about  it.  It  might, 
or  it  might  not,  be  considered  an  abstract  prop- 
osition. It  had,  indeed,  remained  as  a  mere  de- 
claratory expression  of  the  Senate,  but  it  might 
have  been  the  basis  of  legislation.  Whether  it 
be  true  or  false  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Those 
who  voted  for  it  unquestionably  believed  its 
affirmations  to  be  true.  They  believed  that  the 
President  had,  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  exer- 
cised authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  that 
the  authority  and  power  exercised  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  in  derogation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws ;  and,  however  much  he  dissented  on 
the  ground  of.  expediency  from  that  which  had 
been  done,  he  never  doubted  the  constitutional 
and  legal  power  of  the  President  to  do  what  he 
did. 

It  had  been  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  the 
resolution  of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter 
against  the  President,  and  that,  on  this  account, 
it  is  not  entitled  to  a  place  on  the  journals  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  it  contained  any 
impeachable  matter.  It  charged  no  evil  or  cor- 
rupt intention,  which  was  the  essential  ingre- 
dient of  impeachable  matter.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and 
stated  that  the  absence  of  proof  of  corrupt  in- 
tention was  the  basis  of  his  acquittal  by  the 
Senate.  This  had  been  the  reason  of  his  own 
vote  of  acquittal ;  and  his,  he  had  good  reason 
to  believe,  was  the  basis  of  votes  of  acquittal 
generally. 

In  voting  against  expunging,  he  did  not  vote 
to  affirm  the  truth  of  the  resolution  of  1834. 
He  had  ah-eady  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed 
that  the  President  had  the  power,  whatever  he 
might  think  of  its  exercise,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  that  case.  But  his  opinion  that  the 
resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  was  and  is 
untrue,  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  duty  in  the 
present  case,  and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  in- 
fluence his  vote.  The  Senate  had  no  power  to 
expunge  the  journals.  He  could,  without  the 
least  difficulty,  vote  upon  the  journals  of  the 
present  session  a  resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1834,  or  to  affirm  a  contrary  proposition.  This, 
while  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  1834, 
would  not  obliterate  the  journals  of  that  day, 
and  would  have  all  the  effect  of  the  mode 
proposed. 

Mr.  Stkangb  said  :  I  am  not  unconscious  of 
tlie  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor,  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  this  late  period ;  but  it 
has  been  properly  remarked,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  wB  are  engaged  in  no  ephem- 
eral transaction ;  that  this  night's  work  is  not 
to  pass  away  with  the  occasion  ;  it  is  not  to  be 
consigned  at  once  "  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capu- 
lets  "  with  things  unworthy  of  remembrance. 
AU  connected  with  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation are  doomed  to  immortality,  for  good  or 


for  evil ;  and  as  it  is  my  destiny  and  my  pur- 
pose to  appropriate  an  humble  leaf  from  this 
fadeless  wreath,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  a  name 
Avhioh  would  otherwise  be  forgotten  when  the 
individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to  breathe, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of 
my  course,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their 
being  as  immortal  as  the  act  they  accompany, 
but  merely  for  the  temporary  satisfaction  of 
my  personal  acquaintances.  I  am  aware  that 
this  subject  has  been  treated  with  singular  abil- 
ity on  both  sides  of  this  hall,  and  may,  perhaps, 
be  thought  exhausted ;  but  as,  in  some  respects, 
my  views  differ  considerably  from  any  I  have 
heretofore  heard  advanced,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
offering  them.  It  is  the  more  proper  I  should 
do  so,  as,  in  a  motion  I  shall  take-  occasion  to 
make  before  I  sit  down,  I  might  otherwise  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of 
friends  and  foes,  (without  meaning,  however, 
to  use  the  latter  term  in  its  most  offensive 
sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  Oaroliua,  who  dis- 
coursed so  eloquently  upon  this  subject  the 
other  "day,  was  pleased  to  say,  facetiously,  that 
those  who  vote  for  this  expunging  resolution 
will  be  placed  on  "  a  bad  eminence,"  damned 
to  a  fame  like  that  of  Eratostratus,  who  de- 
stroyed by  fire  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Ephesian  temple  of  Diana;  and 
doubtless  the  same  wild  fancy  which  led  him 
to  this  conclusion,  has  pictured  for  himself  and 
his  associates  a  classic  reputation  like  that  of 
the  celebrated  Roman  conspirators,  who  slew  a 
Oassar  in  the  Capitol.  Happily,  however,  the 
latter  parallel  fails  in  most  important  particu- 
lars ;  for  the  ancients  actually  wrought  the 
physical  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  moderns 
have  only  attempted  the  moral  death  of  a  pa- 
triot. 

I  regret  that  those  who  framed  the  preamble 
affixed  to  this  resolution  have  thought  proper 
to  make  it  so  long,  not  on  account  of  its  hav- 
ing furnished  a  subject  of  wit  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  but  because  it  has  already 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  is 
still  likely  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
myself,  and  others  friendly  to  the  resolution 
itself.  That  delicate  machine,  the  human  mind, 
formed  by  an  invisible  hand,  is  exceedingly 
subtile  in  its  operations,  and,  like  the  watches 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  that  great  mon- 
arch, Charles  V.  of  Germany,  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  empire,  no  two  will 
operate  precisely  alike.  Many  minds  may 
come  to  a  similar  conclusion ;  but,  in  the  pro- 
cesses by  which  they  arrive  at  it,  will  probably 
all  vary  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  This  is 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  most  simple  and 
familiar  matters,  and  still  more  so  in  those  of 
complication  and  rare  occurrence.  I  wish  some 
reference  could  have  been  had,  in  framing  this 
preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  states- 
man, to  a  judge  then  recently  appointed  to  one 
of  the  British  provinces.  "  Decide,"  said  he, 
"  according  to  your  judgment  of  what  is  right, 
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but  give  no  reasons  for  your  decision.  Thou- 
sands may  approve  the  one,  who  will  not  con- 
cur with  you  in  the  other."  Regardless  of  this 
prudent  counsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in 
this  preamble  for  the  ultimate  conclusion  that 
it  is  right  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  obnoxious  resolution  of  March,  1834 ; 
and  among  them  it  is  stated  that  the  said  reso- 
lution was  unconstitutional.  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concur,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the 
opinion  that  it  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  conscientiously  put  it  forth  ia  this 
formal  manner,  as  constituting  a  portion  of  the 
basis  of  an  important  action  in  which  I  am  de- 
sirous to  unite.  An  act,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, is  unconstitutional,  which  is  pro- 
hibited, in -express  terms,  by  the  constitution, 
or  which  is  done  in  substantial  omission  of 
something  commanded  by  it.  Now,  I  do  not 
find  in  the  constitution  any  prohibition  upon 
the  Senate  from  uttering  an  opinion,  collectively 
or  individually,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 
I  agree  that  the  constitution  only  expressly  au- 
thorizes them  to  perform  certain  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  functions,  and  prescribes 
the  mode,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  they 
shall  perform  them,  and  that  a  performance  of 
these  acts  in  any  substantial  disregard  of  this 
prescription  would  be  unconstitutional,  while 
all  acts  done,'  not  mentioned  or  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  in  the  constitution,  are  done  without 
its  warrant.  But,  then,  the  constitution  has  not 
taken  away,  so  far  as  the  matter  under  consid- 
eration is  concerned,  that  right  which,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  all  men  derived  from  the  God 
who  made  them,  to  utter  their  thoughts,  as  in- 
dividuals or  collectively,  however  assembled, 
upon  things  in  general.  Restrictions  upon  this 
privilege  are  certainly  to  be  found  in  the  Divine 
law  itself,  and  in  the  many  maxims  of  propriety 
which  society  has,  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
various  ways,  laid  down  for  the  government  of 
its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  has  laid  down  any  re- 
striction applicable  to  the  present  case,  and 
would  in  vain  ask  for  its  production.  I  know 
that,  in  disputing  the  soundness  of  this  reason 
set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  encounter  the  opin- 
ions of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have  the 
profoundest  respect.  But,  while  this  furnishes 
me  with  a  strong  and  only  reason  for  doubting 
the  soundness  of  my  own  view,  it  wiU  not  jus- 
tify me  in  asserting  that  as  a  truth  of  which  I 
am  not  convinced ;  and  still  less  that  to  which 
my  own  faculties  altogether  refuse  their  assent. 
When  a  man  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing 
deliberately,  he  must  do  so  upon  his  own  con- 
viction, and  not  upon  the  mere  opinions  of 
others.  Those  who  insist  upon  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  resolution  of  1834,  treat  it  as 
an  actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  with- 
out having  waited  for  the  accusation  constitu- 
tionally preferred  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. If  I  could  admit  or  perceive  the  fact 
that  the  resolution  of  1834  was  an  impeachment 
of  the  President,  in  the  technical  sense  of  that 


word,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  uniting  in 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  constitution.  But  impeachment,  as  used 
in  the  constitution,  is  a  technical  term,  and  all 
that  enters  into  the  technical  ideas  embraced 
in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable. 
A  number  of  unauthorized  persons  may  pro- 
nounce a  man  guilty  of  an  offence,  but  no  one 
for  that  reason  would  say  that  he  had  been 
tried.  If  a  judge  goes  into  court,  and,  without 
the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an 
entry  to  be  made  upon  the  record  that  he  is 
guilty  of  a  certain  offence,  it  could  not  be  said 
that  he  had  been  tried.  The  substantial  part 
of  an  impeachment  or  trial  is  the  punishment 
consequent  upon  being  found  guUty ;  and  no 
matter  by  what  name  a  proceeding  may  be 
called,  it  does  not  meet  the  idea  embraced  in 
these  expressions,  either  in  laws  or  constitu- 
tions, if  conviction  upon  it  does  not  involve 
punishment  as  a  regular  consequence.  In  the 
proceeding  referred  to  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  condemnation,  but  it  was  not  a  condemna- 
tion which  drew  after  it  punishment,  or  in  pur- 
suance of  which  punishment  could  have  been 
inflicted.  In  matters  of  this  sort,  names  are 
things ;  and  whenever  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
drawn  away  from  their  accepted  significations, 
we  cast  ourselves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  uncer- 
tainty, and  our  minds,  like  a  vessel,  however 
richly  freighted,  without  compass  or  polar  star, 
can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching  any 
place  of  security.  To  say  that  the  Senate  im- 
peached the  President  in  the  resolution  of  1834, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  a  pure  assumption ;  and  if 
the  resolution  was  not  an  impeachment,  no  one 
contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was  a  literal  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  But  it  is  insisted 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, the  resolution  of  1834  was  a  violation  of 
its  spirit.  I  belong,  Mr.  President,  to  a  class 
of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  so,  who 
deny  that  the  constitution  has  any  spirit.  Like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  hold  that  whatever  is  not 
found  in  it,  cannot  be  claimed  under  it;  its 
grants  and  its  prohibitions  are  such,  as  that  he 
who  reads  may  perceive  them,  and  no  artful 
constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to  his 
purposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  leaf, 
until  it  covers  the  universe.  Believing,  then, 
that  the  Senate  was  exercising  no  constitutional 
function  in  their  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
President;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all 
their  natural  rights  of  expressing  their  opin- 
ions, in  whatever  way  assembled,  and  upon 
any  subject,  I  cannot  concur  in  the  reason 
assigned  for  expunging  the  resolution  of  1834, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act.  But  in 
thus  differing  with  my  friends,  and  making  this 
concession  to  .the  opposition,  I  think  I  am  very 
far  from  weakening  the  cause  of  the  former, 
and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Trojan 
horse ;  in  admitting  that  their  act  was  not  un- 
constitutional, I  sweep  away  at  a  breath  the 
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whole  superstructure  TaeMnd  whicli  tlie  opposers 
of  expunction  have,  as  they  seem  to  conceive, 
securely  ensconced  themselves.  But  of  this  by 
and  by. 

Although  the  resolution  of  1834  be  not  un- 
constitutional, nor  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  it  may  yet  iuvade  a  spirit  and 
violate  an  authority  even  superior  to  the  con- 
stitution, and  abundant  reasons  may  remain  for 
its  expunction ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  for  its  impro- 
priety, its  dangerous  tendency,  its  injustice, 
and  its  falsehood.  And  here  allow  me  to  apol- 
ogize for  the  strong  language  I  must  occasion- 
ally use,  during  the  progress  of  these  remarks, 
although  feeling,  as  I  do,  great  deference  for 
those  whose  acts  I  am  condemning,  and  con- 
scious that  I  am  myself  as  prone  to  infirmity 
as  any  man.  But  I  must  speak  plainly ;  and 
therefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  1834  was,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated 
by  a  high,  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To 
recur  to  an  illustration  already  used,  suppose 
a  judge  arrives  at  a  certain  place,  where  he  is 
to  hold  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and, 
among  other  things,  .he  learns  that  a  particular 
Individual  is  charged  with  some  capital  offence ; 
he  hears  the  ex  parte  statements  of  rumor,  and 
makes  up  his  opinion  that  the  person  is  guilty. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  when  he  enters  the 
court-house,  he  calls  upon  the  clerk  solemnly 
to  declare  upon  the  record  that  such  a  person 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presiding  judge,  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  such  a  specific  offence.  It  is 
true  the  grand  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the 
alleged  offender  has  not  even  been  apprehended, 
no  voice  has  been  heard  in  his  defence,  and  no 
punishment  could  follow  the  prejudication. 
Yet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  violation  of  judicial  propriety? 
Would  not  public  execration  overwhelm  the 
wretch  who  had  perpetrated  it,  and  hurl  him 
from  the  station  he  had  degraded  ? 

In  the  case  of  the  single  judge,  every  one  is 
struck  at  once  with  the  glaring  impropriety  of 
his  conduct.  And  is  that  impropriety  at  all 
diminished  because  perpetrated  by  numbers? 
Are  there  not,  in  fact,  features  in  the  principal 
case  even  more  oppressive  than  in  the  one  by 
which  I  have  attempted  to  illustrate  it  ?  In  the 
case  of  the  judge,  he  tries  the  culprit  by  a  rigid, 
well-defined  law,  and  can  make  nothing  a  sub- 
ject of  punishment  which  the  law  has  not 
expressly  declared  so ;  and,  in  the  application 
of  facts  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  jury  for 
the  finding  of  those  facts,  and  can  assume 
nothing  which  the  jury  do  not  expressly  find. 
Mental  bias,  therefore,  or  prejudication  on  his 
part,  it  would  seem,  could  not  be  attended  with 
any  great  degree  of  mischief.  And  yet  the 
common  sense,  and,  I  may  add,-  the  common 
principles  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  slightest 
indication  of  such  bias  or  prejudication.  But 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  are  judges  both 
of  law  and  fact ;  nay,  to  a  great  extent,  they 


make  the  law  by  which  the  person  charged  is 
to  be  tried.  What  volume  contains  a  recital 
of  the  acts  for  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  public  oificer,  is 
subject  to  impeachment?  There  is  no  such 
volume.  Any  misdemeanor  in  office  will  war- 
rant impeachment  and  conviction ;  and  what 
is  such  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere  dis- 
cretion of  the  Senate,  and  they  promnlge  the 
law  at  the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce 
the  guilt  of  its  infraction?  It  is  only  necessary 
for  the  House  of  Representatives  to  charge  the 
offence,  and  the  Senate  have  then  the  uncon- 
trolled right  to  decide  the  two  questions,  wheth- 
er the  facts  exist ;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are 
the  subjects  of  punishment.  Surely,  a  tribunal 
so  constituted  ought,  of  all  others,  to  keep  its 
faculties  uniufiuenced  by  rashly  expressed  opin- 
ions. But  the  worst  feature  of  impropriety 
yet  remains  to  be  considered.  It  is  a  general 
principle,  that  no  man  can  be  a  judge  in  a  cause 
where  he  has  an  interest ;  but  some  tribunals 
are  so  constituted  that  this  wholesome  principle 
cannot  always  be  applied.  In  such  a  case,  it 
would  seem  that  a  judge  so  situated  would, 
above  all  others,  feel  most  powerfully  restrained 
from  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in  pre- 
vious expressions  of  opinions  which  might  pre- 
judice the  person  charged,  or  from  prematurely 
evincing  the  strength  of  his  own  bias.  And  yet 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  constitu- 
tional tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President  for 
unconstitutional  acts,  prejudges  him  in  a  matter 
in  which  individual  Senators  have  a  personal 
interest.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  enlisted  by  golden  bribes, 
received  in  the  shape  of  fees,  or  otherwise, 
from  the  United  States  Bank ;  although  such 
things  have  been  said,  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  such  was  the  in- 
terest they  felt  in  the  question.  No ;  a  nobler 
passion  blinded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the 
act  they  were  committing ;  a  passion  which  has 
been  called  the  vice  of  great  minds ;  a  passion 
planted  in  the  human  breast  for  the  wisest 
purposes ;  but  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
desolating,  where  it  gains  unhallowed  mastery. 
A  great  political  strife  had  been  waging  for 
years,  and  talent  and  wealth,  and  every  other 
engine  of  human  power,  had  been  employed  in 
its  progress.  No  machine  had  been  so  power- 
ful as  the  United  States  Bank  in  conducing  to 
the  spread  of  opinions,  upon  whose  success  the 
party  to  which  these  Senators  belonged,  believed 
its  own  triumph,  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
to  depend.  To  these  opinions  Senators  had 
subscribed  in  the  most  decided  and  public 
manner,  and  upon  them  had  staked  their  hopes 
of  renown  and  wordly  distinction.  They  were 
opposed  by  the  administration,  and  a  stern, 
unyielding  front  presented  by  it  to  their  ad- 
vance. For  this  the  President  had  been  strong- 
ly denounced,  and  Senators  themselves  had  not 
been  backward  in  breathing  upon  the  waves  of 
opposition,  and  stirring  them  into  rage ;  and, 
finally,  in  the  tumult  of  this  excitement,  forget- 
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ful  of  the  high,  honorahle,  and  delicate  pro- 
priety which,  as  men  and  individuals,  has  ever 
characterized  them,  and  their  elevated  standing 
as  the  constitutional  triers  of  the  President,  they 
commanded  his  guilt  to  be  recorded  before  any 
legal  accuser  had  come  forward,  and  indignantly 
refused  to  hear  his  defence.  Am  I  not  warrant- 
ed, under  these  circumstances,  in  pronouncing 
the  act  one  of  gross  and  flagrant  impropriety  ? 

But  I  have  said  it  is  an  act  dangerous  in  its 
tendency  as  a  precedent,  and  for  that  reason 
ought  to  be  expunged.  The  constitution  has 
pointed  out  the  mode  in  which  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government  are  mutually  to 
check  and  balance  each  other,  and  nowhere  is 
this  informal  mode  of  expressing  disapprobation 
adverted  to  as  one  of  them.  Crimination  in- 
variably leads  to  recrimination.  The  beginning 
of  strife  has  been  aptly  compared  in  the  scrip- 
tures to  the  letting  out  of  waters ;  the  natural 
result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within  its 
reach  is  carried  away  in  its  desolating  sweep. 
"  One  word,"  in  homely  adage,  "  brings  on 
another ; "  and  whether  the  strife  of  tongues 
begins  between  two  old  wives  at  the  fish  market, 
or  the  President  and  Senate,  anger  quickly  sub- 
dues all  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  mind,  and 
unnatural  and  cruel  warfare  is  the  probable  re- 
sult. A  practical  illustration  of  this  idea  is  fur- 
nishtd  in  the  civil  wars  of  England,  already 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
A  strife,  in  which  all  the  ties  of  family  and  kin- 
dred were  dissolved,  and  the  nearest  and  the 
dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
each  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified 
war  of  words  between  the  King  and  the  Par- 
liament. If  the  principle  be  established  that  it 
is  proper  for  one  branch  of  the  Government, 
assembled  as  such,  (but  in  a  manner  so  informal 
as  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  contest  whether  it  is 
an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts  of 
another,  the  most  fearful  consequences  must  be 
apprehended.  If  the  Senate  may  informally 
condemn  the  President,  so  it  may  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  House  of  Eepresent- 
atives  the  Senate.  Scenes  must  then  originate 
which,  if  carried  out  far  into  practice,  would 
degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
add  much  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  tenure  by 
which  domestic  quiet  is  retained.  The  princi- 
ple is  therefore  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and 
ought  to  be  most  promptly  discountenanced. 

I  urge,  as  a  third  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolution  of  1834,  that  it  is  unjust.  It  is  true 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States  still 
retains  his  office,  and  no  removal  can  take  place 
in  consequence  of  the  condemnation  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  yet  its  obvious  and  designed  tendency 
must  have  been  to  degrade  the  Chief  Magistrate 
in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  AVant  of  principle, 
or  want  of  capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to 
him  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  believe  this 
accusation  to  be  true.  They  must  either  pro- 
nounce him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  or  a  very  incompetent 
judge  of  its  provisions.     "  Surely,"  it  would  be 


said  by  all  whose  knowledge  of  affairs  did  not 
induce  them  to  look  beyond  the  mere  surface 
of  this  transaction,  "  the  Senate  would  not  have 
thus  harshly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
slight  oversight,  for  some  small  misapprehen- 
sion of  duty,  into  which  any  man  might 
have  fallen.  No  !  no !  it  is  some  grave  matter, 
in  which  the  constitution  has  been  so  grossly 
violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  headstrong,  un- 
principled man,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  igno- 
ramus, too  dull  to  perceive,  could  have  been 
the  actor."  This  is  the  natural  conclusion; 
and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  reduced  to 
in  this  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic man  the  breath  of  his  nostrils !  That  the 
Senate,  availing  itself  of  its  usually  just  title  to 
public  confidence,  should  denounce  a  man,  un- 
cited  and  unheard,  as  a  violator  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  country,  whom  the  popular  voice 
had  pronounced  most  worthy,  among  the  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens,  to  fill  the  most  dig- 
nified and  responsible  trust,  is,  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, the  grossest  insult  to  the  public  sense  of 
justice  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Very  few,  but 
the  very  individual  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, who  would  not  have  sunk  beneath  it. 

But  this  objection  to  ^e  resolution  of  1834 
depends  altogether  for  support  npon  another, 
which  I  come  now  to  consider,  embracing,  in 
fact,  the  pith  of  this  controversy ;  and  that  is, 
as  I  have  said,  its  falsehood.  And  here,  again, 
I  must  apologize  for  the  harshness  of  the  term 
used,  from  the  necessity  I  am  under  to  speak 
plainly,  not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it 
to  the  individual  veracity  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  resolution.  There  may  be  falsehood 
in  a  legal  conclusion,  however  sincere  the  man 
who  arrives  at  it ;  and  whenever  one  comes  to 
the  conclusion  that  certain  acts  are  unconstitu- 
tional, all  who  differ  with  him  must  believe  his 
conclusion  false,  whatever  terms  they  may  adopt 
to  express  their  dissent.  About  the  acts  done 
by  the  President,  in  reference  to  which  this  res- 
olution was  adopted,  there  is  no  controversy ; 
but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional  is,  in 
my  judgment,  most  falsely  asserted  by  the  res- 
olution ;  the  position  is  so  false,  so  gross  a 
perversion  of  the  constitution,  that  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken ;  such  a  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
that  it  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  annihi- 
lated, and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been. 
It  is  so  palpably  erroneous,  that  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  any  man  of  common  sense  or 
common  honesty,  whose  mind  was  perfectly 
free  from  previous  bias,  could  for  a  moment 
countenance  it.  But  when,  as  I  believe,  under 
the  impulse  of  excited  feelings,  and  in  the  blind- 
ness of  party  strife,  it  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate,  I  am  unwilling  it  should  remain,' 
to  shed  its  deceptive  light  upon  future  ages,  and 
mislead  othere  to  their  ruin.  At  the  time  this 
resolution  was  adopted,  I  had  not  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  this  body ;  but  I  was  a  lover  of  my 
country,  and  felt  a  deep  solicitude  for  every- 
thing connected  with  its  interests.    I  then  be- 
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lieved,  and  do  still  believe,  its  Senate  a  body- 
surpassed  by  none  on  earth  in  dignity,  and  my 
eye  was  turned  anxiously  upon  its  movements. 
Eumor  had  given  out  that  this  resolution  was 
to  be  brought  forward ;  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
the  obscuring  eifects  of  passion  upon  the  clear- 
est intellect ;  and  yet  I  did  think  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  President's  action  so  obvious 
that  it  was  impossible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
when  I  first  heard  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
announced,  I  was  startled  by  the  boldness  of 
the  measure,  but  I  did  not  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act.  I  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  President  had  so  far  outrun 
public  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  him ; 
and  his  administration,  deprived  of  that  essen- 
tial support,  would  no  longer  be  useful  to  the 
country.  This  was  the  extent  of  my  alarm. 
Contrary  to  my  expectation,  however,  the  Sen- 
ate has  pronounced  the  act  unconstitutional, 
and  it  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  make  a  mere 
negation,  without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little. 
I  am  well* ware,  sir,  that  the  idea  of  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  has  not  been  opposed  only,  but 
has  been  actually  turned  into  ridicule.  But 
the  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was  the  ac- 
knowledged test  of  truth ;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  against  sub- 
jects the  lightest  and  the  gravest — against  the 
phantoms  of  falsehood,  and  the  most  solemn  re- 
alities. Of  the  unity  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  we 
need  look  no  farther  for  evidence  than  the  con- 
stitution itself,  which  declares  "  the  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  He  is  in  fact  the 
only  executive  officer  created  by  the  constitution, 
all  others  owing  their  existence  to  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress. 

In  1800,  but  a  few  years  after  this  constitu- 
tion was  formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  de- 
sign was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  ah,  the  unity 
of  the  Executive  is  distinctly  recognized,  in  a 
paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  delibera- 
tion, for  the  express  purpose  of  staying  the 
waves  of  federal  power.  I  mean  Mr.  Madison's 
celebrated  report,  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Ac- 
cording to  the  particular  organization  of  the 
constitution,  its  legislative  powers  are  vested 
in  the  Congress ;  its  Executive  powers  in  the 
President,  and  its  judicial  powers  in  a  supreme 
and  infei'ior  tribunals.  The  union  of  any  two 
of  these  powers,"  it  proceeds,  "and  still  more, 
of  all  three,  in  any  one  of  these  departments, 
must  consequently  subvert  the  constitutional 
organization  of  them."  The  other  officers  pro- 
vided by  law  are  mere  agents,  through  whom 
ho  is  to  fulfil  the  great  trust  confided  to  him  by 
the  constitution ;  and  whenever  the  duties  pre- 
scribed for  them  from  time  to  time  are  not,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  so  performed  as  best 
to  promote  the  pubhc  good,  it  is  not  only  his 
right,  but  his  duty,  to  change  them.  His  right 
of  removal  being  thus  unquestionable,  no  charge 
of  unconstitutionality  can  rest  upon  him  for 
the  mere  exercise  of  a  discretion'  confided  to 


him  by  the  constitution.  But  it  is  not  denied 
by  the  President  or  his  friends,  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposits  was,  in  fact,  his  own  act ; 
and,  for  whatever  of  unconstitutionality  or  ille- 
gality may  be  in  it,  he  is  responsible.  It  is  true 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  declares 
that  bank  to  be  the  place  of  deposit  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  they  shall  only  be  re- 
moved from  thence  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Whenever,  therefore,  that 
will  is  expressed,  the  condition  is  performed, 
and  the  right  of  the  bank  to  retain  the  moneys 
under  their  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  contract, 
expires,  and  the  law  of  the  land  regulating  the 
disposal  of  the  public  treasure  is  fulfilled.  It 
is  not  denied  that  Mr.  Duane,  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  did  not  choose  so  to  exer- 
cise his  will,  and  refused  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  deposits ;  but  he  was  himself  removed, 
and  another,  quite  as  wise  and  as  honest,  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead,  who,  without  hesitation, 
dissolved  the  spell  by  which  the  bank  retained 
the  public  moneys,  and  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
moved. It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retention  of 
the  public  deposits,  altogether  in  reference  to 
their  security,  and  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
compact  to  remove  them  for  any  other  reason 
than  insecurity.  But  are  those  the  terms  of 
the  condition  ?  Is  any  reference  made  in  that 
condition  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secre- 
tary should  exercise  the  power  intrusted  to  him 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  depository  character 
of  the  bank  ?  No  such  reference,  no  such  inti- 
mation, is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  his  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  treated  the  application  as  an  impertinent 
demand.  But  reasons  he  was  bound  to  give  to 
Congress,  and  he  did  give  them.  These  rea- 
sons could  not  have  been  asked  for  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  bank,  for,  so  far  as  she  is 
concerned,  a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter ;  but  simply 
to  enable  Congress,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  to  exercise  that  supervision  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during 
the  recess,  which  it  ought  of  right  to  do.  A 
disingenuous  clamor  has  been  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  the  true  questions  in  this  in- 
vestigation into  obscurity,  that  the  act  of  remo- . 
val  produced  a  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword ;  but  did  Congress  believe  that  such 
would  be  the  consequence,  when  it  expressly 
authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  the  removal  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
it  should  be  expedient  ?  And  the  matter  has 
been  treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his 
own  hand  made  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
If  such  were  the  fact,  where  was  the  necessity 
of  removing  one  Secretary,  and  putting  in 
another?  If  the  President's  purpose  was,  by 
actual  and  lawless  force,  to  seize  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  he  might  as  well  have  passed  by 
one  Secretary  as  another.  But  the  truth  is,  as 
is  well  known  to  every  intelligent  and  candid 
man,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  was  just  as  in- 
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accessible  to  the  personal  contact  of  the  Pres- 
ident after  the  removal  as  it  was  before ;  all 
the  fiscal  machinery  provided  by  law  for  pre- 
serving the  personal  honesty  of  all  having  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  public  money  operated  in 
the  same  way,  and  precisely  the  same  process 
was  necessary  to  place  a  single  dollar  in  the  ac- 
tual grasp  of  any  person  whatsoever.  But  it 
has  been  urged,  in  reference  to  the  public  as 
well  as  the  bank,  that  the  only  ground  upon 
which  removal  was  proper  was  the  security  of 
the  public  money.  To  this  I  reply,  as  before, 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  clause  which  forms  the  only  re- 
striction in  connection  with  this  subject  upon 
the  general  executive  power  and  duty  to  act  in 
all  things  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  the  Federal  Government.  If,  then,  the 
President  perceived  that  for  any  reason  the 
public  good  required  that  the  public  money 
should  no  longer  remain  in  the  vaults  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his  priv- 
ilege but  his  duty  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to 
remove  it.  Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken 
in  his  notions  of  expediency,  however  repre- 
hensible for  want  of  ability  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  functions,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  the  charge  of  unconstitutionality.  And  here, 
perhaps,  I  have  said  all  that  is  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  1834  was  false  in  asserting  the  act  of 
the  President  to  be  unconstitutional.  But  I  as- 
sume for  the  President  still  higher  ground,  and 
insist  that  his  act  was  not  only  legal  and  con- 
stitutional, but  that  it  was  in  the  highest  degree 
expedient ;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  generalship 
which  causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to 
look  pale  and  withered.  We  have  already  had 
occasion  to  glance  slightly  at  the  history  of  the 
times  connected  with  the  transaction  under 
consideration.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812 
—'15,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
and  the  national  coffers  were  empty ;  ingenuity 
and  patriotism  were  taxed  to  contrive  expe- 
dients for  meeting  the  difficult  exigency ;  our 
recent  foes  abroad,  and  malcontents  at  home, 
were  mocking  at  our  distress,  and  the  political 
party  whose  firmness  and  genius,  aided  by  the 
valor  of  our  army  and  navy,  had  brought  to 
a  glorious  termination  a  most  unequal  war, 
saw  bankruptcy  and  disgrace  ready  to  over- 
whelm them.  Under  these  circumstances,  as 
the  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  the  expedient  of  a 
United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some, 
as  I  am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitu- 
tionality, and  some  even  who  believed  it  uncon- 
stitutional, were  driven  by  the  apparent  neces- 
sity of  the  case  to  give  the  measure  their  sup- 
port. The  bank  was  chartered,  performed  its 
functions,  and  the  term  of  its  existence  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  Application  was  made  for 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  and  having  made  many 
friends  with  "  the  mammon  of  unrighteous- 
ness," a  willing  ear  was  lent  to  its  application. 
Some  believed  the  question  of  unconstitution- 
ality put  to  rest  by  precedent  and  adjudication, 


and  no  longer  open  as  an  available  cause  of  op- 
position. For  various  reasons,  however,  its 
prayer  for  a  continuance  of  its  existence  was 
granted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. But  the  concurrence  of  another  branch 
of  the  Government  was  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  its  hopes,  and  its  application  there 
was  answered  by  a  veto  which  waked  up,  as 
by  a  trumpet-call  sound,  republican  doctrines 
long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  which  they  would  never  awake.  With 
a  force  and  clearness  which  astounded  the  le- 
gions of  federalism,  and  infused  new  vigor  into 
the  republican  ranks,  the  unconstitutionality 
and  inexpediency  of.  rechartering  the  United 
States  Bank  was  demonstrated.  From  that 
hour,  every  political  engine  was  set  to  work  to 
prostrate  the  only  man  who  could  withstand 
the  might  of  this  mammoth  institution,  and  all 
who  entertained  like  opinions.  Presses  were 
subsidized — in  various  ways  the  talents  of  the 
nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf — and  by  violent 
and  sudden  expansions  and  contraction,  now  the 
hopes  and  now  the  fears  of  the  populace  were  ap- 
pealed to.  Here  was  a  new  feature  of  inexpedien- 
cy for  the  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
presented  to  the  startled  consideration  of  every 
lover  of  his  country.  In  our  land,  where  the 
popular  voice  controls  and  directs  every  thing, 
nothing  is  so  important  as  that  that  voice 
should  itself  be  directed  by  the  hearts  of  the 
pure  and  the  free.  The  power  and  the  willing- 
ness of  this  institution  to  corrupt  was  alarm- 
ingly demonstrated ;  and  it  was  seen  that,  imder 
whatever  pretences,  it  would,  if  rechartered, 
get  possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  wield  it 
to  its  own  purposes,  either  for  good  or  for  evil. 
From  the  commanding  elevation  held  by  the 
President,  he  surveyed  the  field  of  combat — he 
beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on — he 
perceived  that  it  was  a  vital  one  to  his  beloved 
country — he  found  that  the  monster's  power  of 
mischief  lay  in  the  deposits,  and  he  determined 
to  remove  them.  Like  a  skilful  surgeon,  he 
saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cancer,  was 
striking  its  fibres  in  every  direction,  untU  it 
would  finally  become  so  incorporated  with  the 
system,  that  it  could  only  be  removed  at  the 
expense  of  the  patient's  life.  Anticipating  this 
horrible  event,  he  determined  with  a  bold  hand 
to  cut  it  off,  while  the  bystanders  looked  on  in 
amazement.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  master  stroke, 
and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  felt  that  it  was 
mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded 
beyond  recovery.  Among  the  many  caricatures 
to  which  a  spirit  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
commend  has  given  rise  in  modern  times,  one 
illustrative  of  this  idea  struck  me  as  being  the 
best.  The  bank  is  represented  as  a  huge  old 
woman,  extended  upon  a  bed,  in  the  throes  of 
an  emetic  opei'ation ;  beside  the  bed  are  various 
vessels,  labelled  with  the  names  of  the  several 
deposit  banks,  into  which  are  falling  the  eject- 
ed contents  of  her  stomach,  consisting  of  va- 
rious gold  and  silver  coins.  At  her  head,  in  a 
kindly  effort  to  sustain  it,  is  seated  the  pres- 
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ident  of  that  institution,  to  wliom  in  her  agony 
she  exclaims :  "  Oh !  dear  Nick,  I  am  very  sick." 
He  promptly  replies,  "  It  is  all  the  effect  of  that 
last  prescription  of  Dr.  Jackson."  Yes,  sir, 
that  last  prescription  was  fatal  to  the  bank,  or 
at  least  as  nearly  so  as  any  thing  has  yet  been ; 
and  for  that  cause  mainly  has  he  who  framed  it 
been  so  strongly  deno^mced  in  the  resolution 
of  1834.  But  it  was  a  measure  adopted  in 
strict  accordance  with  all  the  forms  of  law  and 
constitution,  and  not  in  derogation  of  either ; 
a  measure  for  which,  through  all  time,  the 
patriot  who  reviews  his  country's  history,  will 
revere  the  memory  of  him  who  saved  by  it  the 
perishing  constitution ;  while,  with  the  men  of 
the  present  generation,  he  can  hi^j-dly  determine 
which  most  challenges  his  admiration,  the  wis- 
dom that  planned  or  the  firmness  that  executed 
it.  Having  thus,  as  I  think,  shown  that  this 
resolution  was  grossly  improper,  dangerous  in 
its  tendency,  unjust  in  its  operation,  and  untrue 
in  its  assertion,  I  come  next  to  consider  the 
motives  upon  which  we  are  called  to  ex- 
punge it.  The  fancy  of  gentlemen  has  repre- 
sented us  as  ignobly  bending  at  the  footstool  of 
power,  and  licking  the  dust  beneath  the  mon- 
arch's tread — as  smoothing  the  rough  mane  of 
the  lion,  and  endeavoring  to  quiet  his  frightful 
roar.  Even  the  car  of  Juggernaut  has  been 
made  to  roll  through  this  hall,  and  our  gar- 
ments have  been  sprinkled  with  the  blood,  and 
our  ears  stunned  with  the  cries,  of  the  victims 
crushed  beneath  its  wheels.  But  these  are 
mere  pictures  of  the  fancy,  and  fancy  may  paint 
what  she  pleases ;  she  does  not  confine  her 
sketches  to  the  copies  of  even  things  that  might 
be,  and  still  less  to  things  that  are.  Sober  reason 
must  perceive  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  the  throne,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  from 
him  who  fills  it ;  that  if  the  mane  of  the  lion 
is  rough,  or  his  roar  is  angry,  it  is  not  against 
us  that  his  fury  is  directed — that  reasons 
enough  are  found  for  the  expunction  of  the 
resolution  of  1834,  in  the  opinions  we  have  ex- 
pressed concerning  it.  But  some  of  us  have  a 
strong  and  urgent  reason  to  perfonn  this  act, 
in  a  desire  to  obey  those  whom  we  serve. 
The  voice  of  the  people  has  commanded  it  to 
be  done,  and  that  is  a  voice  which  public  men 
in  our  country  dare  not  disregard.  Even  those 
who  least  regard  it  in  practice,  dare  not  openly 
proclaim  their  contempt.  They  may  speak  of 
it  slightingly  in  the  private  circle,  and  in  their 
hearts  despise  it,  and  endeavor  to  explain  away 
its  unpleasant  requirements ;  hut  when  forced 
to  encounter  its  unequivocal  declarations,  they 
must  tremble  and  obey ;  they  dare  not  disre- 
gai-d  it.  That  voice  has  spoken  in  general  terms 
throughout  the  nation ;  but  it  has  spoken  to 
some  of  us  as  it  were  by  name,  and  through  the 
appropriate  medium,  and  commanded  us  to  act. 
It  has  not  spoken  to  mo  personally,  but  it  has 
spoken  to  my  predecessor ;  and,  standing  in  the 
position  I  now  occupy,  I  hear  the  sound  still 
ringing  in  my  ears.  It  is  a  command  which 
but  seconds  my  own  wishes.    I  came  here  an- 


ticipating the  most  cheerful  compliance ;  and  I 
yet  hope  to  yield  it,  if  my  own  friends  do  not 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  obedience. 
Yet  I  wiU  not  deny  that  there  is  some  personal 
reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him- 
self in  the  act  we  desire  to  perform.  The  period 
is  at  hand  when  he  who  rescued  your  daugh- 
ters from  the  ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  sol- 
diery, and  your  soil  from  the  foot  of  the  inva- 
der, will  be  deaf  to  the  strains  of  gratitude, 
pressed  by  the  earth  he  once  defended.  That 
he  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  battles  of 
his  country  shall  be  hushed  into  ■  silence ;  that 
he  who  now  holds  the  sceptre  of  command 
will  have  passed  away  not  only  from  ofiice,  hut 
from  life  itself,  and  have  joined  the  spirits  of 
men  that  have  been.  Is  not  the  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  to  a  nation  ?  Has  she  no  pleasure  in 
the  glory  of  her  best  and  her  bravest  ?  Has 
she  no  interest  in  preventing  the  mantle  of  in- 
famy from  wrapping  the  remains  of  him  who 
should  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor  ?  In  this  view 
of  the  subject,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  opposition  would  have  united 
with  us  in  this  act  of  retribution.  That  in 
contemplation  of  this  interesting  crisis,  the 
party  crust  which  has  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  flood  of 
tenderness  spontaneously  gushed  forth.  That 
with  one  generous  impulse  they  would  have 
been  the  first  to  rush  forward,  and  pluck  off 
the  disgraceful  stigma  their  own  hands  had 
afiixed,  in  an  hour  of  passionate  excitement. 
But  in  this  we  have  been  disappointed,  and  are 
left  alone,  in  behalf  of  our  country,  to  make 
this  tardy  retribution,  to  wipe  out  this  new  ar- 
gument for  the  ingratitude  of  republics. 

Mr.  Ewrao-  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  Since  the  first  presentation 
of  this  resolution,  it  has  always  been  my  pur- 
pose to  say  something  upon  it,  before  it  should 
be  brought  to  a  final  decision ;  but  I  was  aware, 
from  indications  not  to  be  mistaken,  both  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each 
subsequent  session  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward, that  the  mover  did  not  design  to  bring 
it  then  to  the  issue.  Indeed,  I  well  knew  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary,  as  a  pending  measure, 
to  agitate  and  excite  the  country.  Every  move- 
ment with  reference  to  it  showed  that  such  was 
its  purpose ;  and  hence,  after  several  months' 
discussion  last  year,  when  there  was  a  clear 
administration  majority  in  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  long  session  gave  ample  time  for  de- 
liberation and  decision,  it  was  permitted  to 
expire  on  the  table,  though  a  vote  upon  it  was 
challenged  by  its  opponents.  But  now,  now 
at  this  moment,  its  power  being  expended — 
every  thing  being  effected  by  it  which  can  be 
expected  or  hoped  from  it — now  it  must  come, 
and  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And  gentlemen 
upon  this  side  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
called  upon  to  discuss  it — who,  because  they 
would  not,  heretofore,  when  they  saw  that  it 
was  but  a  farce,  discuss  it — are  denied  a  single 
day — nay,  they  are  not  allowed  one  hour,  of 
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Tvliicli  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fixed  aud  deter- 
mined majority  to  deprive  them.  No  courtesy 
to  individuals,  which  has  heen  usual  with  this 
body,  or,  rather,  a  part  of  its  very  constitution 
and  nature,  can  procure  the  slightest  relaxation 
of  the  iron  rule,  which  seems  to  he  laid  down 
for  us ;  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to  deliberate 
or  a-night  to  rest  is  denied ;  if  we  ask  for  an 
adjournment,  even  at  this  lato  hour,  when  all 
occupation  should  be  suspended,  and  all  labor 
cease,  we  hear  the  cry  of  "No,  no,"  and  "the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and  nays,"  coming  from 
a  quarter  which,  however  it  may  he  respected, 
is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  have  their  rea- 
sons, doubtless.  I  leave  them  to  weigh  the  im- 
portance of  those  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the 
propriety  of  their  com-se.  And,  subject  to  aU 
the  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor — the 
extreme  lateness  of  the  hour,  great  bodily 
fatigue,  and  a  want  of  time  to  arrange  my 
thoughts  and  cast  them  into  form,  and  give 
them  coherence,  I  proceed,  rather  than  sit  by 
in  silence — I  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  this 
deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  fully  into  a  considera- 
tion of  the  reasons  that  sustain  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  expunge  from  the 
journals  of  the  Senate.  At  the  time  when 
those  resolutions  were  under  discussion,  I  gave 
reasons,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned, 
fully,  and  in  detail.  I  have  re-examined  those 
reasons  since,  when  any  excitement  to  which 
the  occasion  may  be  supposed  to  have  given 
rise,  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  retract, 
nothing  to  alter ;  time  has  made  no  change  in 
my  convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  touch  again  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  were  it  not  that  the  arguments  upon 
the  other  side  have,  year  after  year,  been  reite- 
rated and  re-enforced;  the  subject  which  had 
been  thus  considered,  discussed,  decided,  and 
laid  aside,  is  thus  revived  from  time  to  time 
and  the  arguments  upon  the  one  side,  with  a 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  are  again 
and  again  shown  up  before  the  public,  while 
those  which  sustained  that  resolution,  having 
once  been  triumphant,  are  since  permitted  to 
sleep.  I  feel  the  impolicy  of  our  course  in  this, 
for  hence  impressions  have  taken  root,  and  opin- 
ions have  grown  up  in  society,  which  constant 
vigilance  and  constant  efibrt,  and  constantly 
uniting  at  all  times,  and  pressing  the  contest, 
would  have  kept  down ;  but  it  was  a  natural 
course ;  it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which 
we  all  feel  to  turn  to  a  subject  on  which  the 
mind  has  exerted  its  powers,  and  retrace  the 
path  which  we  have  already  trodden,  after  it 
is  divested  of  the  charm  of  novelty  and  the 
freshness  of  original  thought.  But  let  gentle- 
men be  assured,  once  for  all,  and  let  the  coun- 
try be  assured,  that  we  abandon  no  ground 
which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sustain- 
ed. Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  fully  into  the 
subject  now,  I  will  attempt  a  brief  analysis  of 


the  arguments  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
presented  at  large  to  the  Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
say  something  of  the  character  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  1834,  and  to  define  as  nearly  as  possible 
what  we  understood  it  to  import.     Gentlemen 
say  that,  in  its  terms,  it  conveyed  censure  of 
the  act  of  the  President,  and  pains  are  taken  to 
show  that  its  words  imported  censure.    Now, 
sir,  this  argument  was  wholly  unnecessary; 
•  this  declaration  useless ;  a  simple  inquiry  would 
have  settled  the  fact ;  for,  so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  and  in  this  I  believe  I 
difflered  but  little  from  those  with  whom  I  act- 
ed, I  intended  no  praise — no  laudation  of  the 
President  or  ^is  executive  act;  that  was  not 
my  object  in  voting  for  the  resolution.    I  thought 
the  President,  in  that  act,  had  broken  the  laws 
and  violated  the  constitution  of  our  conntry ; 
and  I  intended  to  say  so  :  I  meant  to  speak  the 
language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free 
American  citizen ;  and  the  same  language  which 
I  uttered  then  1  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  a 
like  occasion  again  imbody  it  in  the  form  of  a 
resolution.     It  has  also  been  said  that  this  reso- 
lution attributes  evil  motives  to  the  President, 
in  the  performance  of  this  act ;  and  that  the 
act  charged,  as  against  the  constitution,  joined 
with  the  motive  imputed,  forms  the  subject  of 
impeachment.     This  is  wholly  unfounded  in 
fact.     The    resolution    attributes   no    motive 
whatever.     It  speaks  in  the  decorous,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  dignified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  legislative  branches  of  our  Government 
may  properly  speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
co-ordinate  branch.    We  believed  that  the  legis- 
lative rights  and  powers  of  the  Senate  had  been 
encroached  upon  by  the  President ;  and  that  we, 
who  exercised  those  powers  for  the  time  being, 
as  trustees  of  the  people,  were  called  upon  to 
defend,  or  at  least  to  assert  them.     This  body 
could  speak  in  that  matter  only  by  resolution ; 
and  by  that  means,  and  in  that  way,  we  did 
assert  its  rights  under  the  constitution,  and  we 
declared  that  those  rights  had  been  violated ; 
but  we  charged  no  motive.     Gentlemen  insist 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  charged  in  the 
face  of  this  resolution ;  and,  when  we  deny  it, 
because  no  motive  is  charged,  they  turn,  and 
say  we  have  abandoned  our  ground ;  that  we 
soften  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
our  own  act.     This,  also,  is  putting  a  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matter.     I,  for  one,  personally, 
never  said  and  never  believed  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  actuated  in  this  matter  by  those  high 
motives  of  public  interest  which  ought  to  gov- 
ern the  Executive  of  a  great  nation.    I  never 
tliought  so ;  I  never  said  so ;  and  I  hare  not 
wavered    in  my   opinion ;    but  that  opinion, 
which  was  my  own,  was  never  incorporated 
into  the  resolution,  neither  in  langiiage  nor  in 
substance.     Then,  let  the  resolution  stand  for 
itself,  and  speak  its  own  language ;  and  let  the 
opinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  he 
their  own,  be    they  strong  or  weak,  firm  or 
wavering ;  but  let  those  private  and  individual 
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opinions  be  kept  distinct  from  the  resolution, 
and  let  us  be  met  in  tbe  argument  fairly,  not 
misrepresented. 

I  presume  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  and  the  President,  conjoint- 
ly, by  a  law,  to  place  the  public  treasure  in 
such  a  situation  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  direct 
and  immediate  possession  and  control  of  the 
President.  Perhaps  I  ask  too  much,  by  way 
of  concession,  considering  the  temper  and 
character  of  the  present  times ;  but  the  time 
has  been,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  again,  when  it 
would  strike  any  American  statesman  as  a  self- 
evident  proposition.  The  constitution  declares 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  public 
Treasury  except  upon  appropriations  made  by 
law ;  and  if  the  Executive  be  a  unit,  as  has 
been  sometimes  contended ;  and  if  the  keeping 
of  the  treasure  be  necessarily  an  executive 
oiHce ;  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  be  also  an  executive  office,  the  keep- 
ing of  the  treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the 
Treasury  be  both  done  by  the  same  hand,  then 
have  the  framers  of  our  constitution  failed, 
miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to  adjust  its 
checks  and  balances — in  their  attempt  to  place 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation  in  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  hands.  To  say  that  money 
shall  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  yet  place 
the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive,  who  is,  (according  to  the 
political  creed  of  gentlemen,)  the  disbursing 
officer,  also  would  be  an  excess  of  weakness 
almost  approaching  to  idiocy. 

If,  then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
place  the  public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate 
control  of  the  President,  it  was  done  in  the  law 
chartering  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  public  moneys  were  placed  in  deposit  in 
that  bank  by  law ;  the  bank,  therefore,  became 
the  Treasury ;  for  that  is  the  Treasury  where 
the  public  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The 
constitution  declares  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  from  this  Treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tions made  pursuant  to  law,  and  the  law  pro- 
vides that  the  deposits  (or,  in  other  words,  the 
treasure)  shall  remain  in  that  bank,  unless  re- 
moved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not 
by  the  President,)  and  for  reasons  which  he 
(the  Secretary)  shall  make  known  to  Congress. 
So  stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the  constitution 
and  the  law — as  the  safeguards  of  the  public 
treasure.  Could  the  President  touch,  could  he 
possess  himself  of,  that  treasure,  without  an 
infraction  of  the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution? Could  he,  by  a  straight-forward, 
direct  act,  in  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
power,  unaided  by  any  instrument  which  he 
might  fashion  for  himself,  or  which  the  consti- 
tution had  placed  in  his  hands  for  other  pur- 
poses? If  he  could  not,  is  the  act  the  less 
illegal  or  unconstitutional  when  done  by  indi- 
rection ?  All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from 
the  President  would  not  have  touched  public 
funds,  and  that  the  immediate  keepers  of  those 
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funds  would  not  have  been  bound  to  obey,  or 
even  have  been  justified  in  obeying,  such  order. 
But  the  law  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent an  instrument  with  which  it  could  be 
done,  and  with  which  it  was  done ;  and  I  shall 
now  show  that  it  was  done  by  putting  a  law- 
ful instrument  to  an  unlawful  use. 

The  constitution  places  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  in  Congress ;  and 
the  spii'it  of  that  provision,  coupled  with  the 
other  provision  which  requires  a  latfr  of  Con- 
gress to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  clearly 
fixes  the  custody  of  those  revenues,  when  col- 
lected, in  the  same  hands ;  and  the  several  laws 
passed  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, separating  our  Government  into  Depart- 
ments, and  appointing  their  heads,  recognize 
and  keep  up  this  principle.  In  those  acts  the 
Department  of  state  is  called  an  "  executive 
Department."  So  with  the  Department  of 
War ;  and  both  communicate  directly  with  the 
President,  and  not  with  Congress ;  while  the 
Treasury  Department  is  not  styled  executive, 
and  is  made  to  communicate  directly  with  Con- 
gress. Thus  is  explained  the  intent  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  under- 
standing which  a  contemporaneous  Congress 
had  of  its  provisions. 

But  gentlemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms 
used  in  that  instrument,  and  would  make  them 
overturn  its  most  particular  and  express  pro- 
visions. The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Steange)  says  that,  by  the  express  language  of 
the  constitution,  "  all  executive  power  is  vested 
in  the  President."  The  Senator  has  interpola- 
ted a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  say  "  all ;  "  its  letter  does 
not,  its  spirit  does  not.  The  language  of  the 
constitution  is,  "  the  executive  power,"  &c. ; 
but  gentlemen,  assuming  that  all  executive 
power  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ingenuity 
to  find  how  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Govern- 
ment may  be  called  executive ;  and  all  that  can 
be  included  within  that  sweeping  and  undefin- 
able  term  they  attribute  to  the  President.  But 
the  constitution  does  not  say  "  all ;  "  and  if  it 
did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  limited,  would 
not  justify  their  conclusions.  Another  clause 
in  the  constitution  does  grant  ''  all  the  legisla- 
tive powers  "  to  Congress ;  and  yet  the  same 
instrument,  in  another  of  its  articles,  confers  a 
large  and  important  portion  of  those  powers 
upon  the  President.  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint ;  and  yet  the  same  instru- 
ment vests  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
an  important  portion  of  those  judicial  powers 
— the  trial  of  impeachments.  It  vests  in  the 
President  "  the  executive  power,"  and  in  an- 
other article  gives  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  a  most  important  share  in  that  executive 
power.  Gentlemen  who  contend  that  all  pow- 
er executive  in  its  nature  must  follow  this  gen- 
eral grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separation, 
by  distinct  lines,  of  the  three  great  powers — 
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legislative,  oseoutive,  and  judicial— and  their 
investment  in  three  separate,  uncontrolled,  ir- 
responsible branches,  seem  to  me,  with  all 
deference,  to  understand  little  of  the  nature  of 
government.  If  those  powers  were  exactly 
separated,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  uncheck- 
ed and  alone,  the  executive  power,  heing  the 
stronger — indeed,  the  only  power  capable  of 
action — having  drawn  to  itself,  and,  according 
to  gentlemen,  being  entitled  to,  the  custody  of 
the  treasiire  of  the  nation,  would  be  independ- 
ent of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all 
must  be  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vor- 
tex. 

I  have  said  that  the  executive  act  which  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  condemns,  was,  in 
the  language  of  that  resolution,  in  derogation 
of  both  the  constitution  and  law.  This  I-shall 
attempt  to  establish. 

It  was  against  law.  The  act  of  Congress  incor- 
porating the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  law 
containing  in  itself  a  contract  as  soon  as  accept- 
ed by  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  contract  for  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration ;  this  contract  was 
violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent,  (and  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Steange)  will 
not,  I  presume,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a 
spirit  as  well  as  letter,  if  the  constitution  have 
none.)  It  was  violated  in  its  spirit,  and  so  vio- 
lated that,  as  between  individuals  in  a  parallel 
case,  an  action  of  law  could  have  been  sustained, 
and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  was, 
that  the  public  money  should  be  deposited  in 
the  bank,  and  should  be  continued  there  in 
deposit,  until  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  was  required  to 
lay  before  Congress.  For  this,  among  other 
things,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public 
funds,  wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge ; 
and  it  paid,  in  cash,  a  large  bonus  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. IJnder  this  contract,  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  obvious,  and  even  self-evident,  that 
the  public  deposits  could  not  be  removed,  un- 
less there  were  some  just  financial  cause  for 
removal.  It  could  not  be  done  to  try  experi- 
ments, nor  to  test  its  effect  upon  the  public 
mind,  but  for  some  fiscal  reason,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  official  cogni- 
zance, and  which  he,  as  the  fiscal  agent,  could 
make  known  to  Congress.  The  removal,  too, 
must,  in  order  to  conform  to  this  law,  he  an  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself — his 
own  official  act — his  own  reason  approving,  and 
his  own  will  moving  him  to  its  execution.  It 
must  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  reg- 
ular officer  of  the  Government  appointed  to 
perform  the  general  duties  of  that  office,  and 
to  whose  duties  this  was  but;  incidental  and 
additional ;  not  an  officer  appointed  for  the 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and 
pledged  or  committed  to  the  act  before  his  ap- 
pointment. If  this  were  not  the  case,  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  requirement  of  his  reasons,  were  but  a 
mockery,  a  criminal  evasion  of  right  and  jus- 
tice, which  would  stamp  fraud  upon  any  pri- 


vate contract.  I  have  thus  shown  what  ought 
to  have  been  done  according  to  a  fair  and  just 
construction  of  this  law  and  contract :  I  will 
now  show  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and 
but  a  few  weeks  after  an  inquiry  in  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  and  a  decision  that  the 
public  deposits  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  set  on  foot  negotia- 
tions with  the  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposits ;  this  without  the  con- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  then  Secretry  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  removal,  but  with  his  known 
and  avowed  opinion  against  the  propriety  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  speak  now 
of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  consulted  by 
the  President,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  He 
would  not  lend  himself  to  he  the  instrument 
for  any  such  purpose ;  he  refused,  and  was 
removed  fi-om  that  office,  to  a  higher,  it  is  true, 
but  removed  so  that  he  went  out  of  the  way, 
and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  deposits  could  not  legally 
be  removed  without  a  reason,  and  that  the 
reasons  alleged  as  existing  were  unfounded  or 
insuflficient.  Now,  I  contend  that,  according  to 
any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  McLane,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  that  subject,  and 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  his  judgment 
and  his  volition ;  and  it  was  a  breach,  or, 
worse,  a  dishonest  evasion  of  that  contract,  to 
put  that  Secretary  out  of  the  way,  his  opinion 
having  been  taken,  and  because  Ms  opinion  was 
taken,  and  put  another  in  his  place  in  order  to 
try  the  experiment  upon  and  by  that  other, 
especially  as  the  then  Secretary  was  not  even 
accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety  in  his 
judgment  or  in  his  acts.  His  promotion  to  a 
superior  office  shows  that  he  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  McLane  was 
removed,  and  Mr.  Duane  appointed  specially 
to  perform  the  act.  He  was  approached  on 
the  subject,  immediately  after  his  appointment, 
in  a  manner  which  touched  his  spirit  and 
wounded  his  pride,  and  by  an  individual  from 
whose  communion  he  shrunk  with  disgust. 
He  was  pressed  by  the  President  himself,  but 
at  last  refused,  because  the  reasons  for  the  act 
were  insufficient,  and  he  was  removed ;  and  so 
far  as  executive  disappointment  and  party 
slander  could  do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The 
President  then  called  in  a  third  Secretary,  who 
had  pronounced  an  opinion  before  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  by  the  President,  through  him,  the 
act  was  done.  Now,  I  say  that,  if,  in  a  parallel 
case  between  individuals,  this  course  had  been 
pursued  by  one  party  towards  the  other,  any 
court  or  jury  would  decide,  any  honest  com- 
munity would  declare,  that  the  contract  was 
violated — shamefully  violated. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BiJ- 
OHANAN,)  in  his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  acts  of 
the  President,  and  testify  his  gratitude  to  him, 
has  done  injustice  to  some  of  his  own  constitu- 
ents— to  men,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  social 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


147 


Jaxuaby,  1837.] 


Expunging  Resolution. 


[Senate. 


and  official,  as  correct  and  honorable  as  himself. 
The  gentleman  said  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  political  effect, 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  upon  the  elections, 
and  compelling  a  recharter  of  the  hank,  first 
threw  out  a  large  amount  of  hank  paper,  and 
created  a  delusive  prosperity ;  then  suddenly 
contracted  their  issues,  in  order  to  distress  the 
community,  and  make  them  cry  out  for  a  re- 
charter.  This,  sir,  is  not  true  in  the  connection 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  stated  ;  it  is  not 
true  in  fact,  to  say  nothing  about  motive.  The 
hank  did  not  contract  its  issues  until  it  had 
received  notice — unofficial,  it  is  true,  but  not 
lintil  it  had  received  notice- — that  the  deposits 
would  he  withdrawn,  and  that  the  executive 
power  and  influence  would  be  directed  against 
the  institution,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it.  The 
documents  laid  upon  our  table  during  that  agi- 
tating session  conclusively  show  this  fact.  The 
public  prints  of  the  day,  on  the  side  of  the 
administration,  show  it.  The  speeches  of 
Senators  in  this  body  at  that  time  show  it.  By 
all  these,  the  bank  was  declared  to  be  insolvent, 
and  unworthy'  of  credit.  The  public  deposits 
were  said  to  be  unsafe  in  its  vaults,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  insolvency ;  and  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  settle  the  pre- 
liminaries of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  State 
banks,  declares  that  he  will  bring  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  reptile,  to  the  feet  of 
the  Executive.  Then,  with  all  this  executive 
power  and  executive  influence  directed  against 
it ;  with  this  large  amount  of  public  deposits 
to  be  suddenly  and  capriciously  withdrawn, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  party  press  re- 
sounded through  the  Union  the  approaching 
prostration  and  destruction  of  the  bank ;  while 
the  institution  was  assailed  on  all  sides,  and 
unadvised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack 
was  to  be  made ;  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  every 
candid  man,  whether  the  men  who  managed 
the  affairs  of  that  institution,  whose  public  and 
whose  private  characters  also  were  in  a  high 
degree  involved  in  making  good  its  defence,  I 
ask  whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any 
show  or  color  of  justice,  for  using  all  the  lawful 
means  which  were  placed  in  their  hands  to 
sustain  and  support  the  credit  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

Sir,  not  only  their  duty  to  themselves,  but 
their  duty  to  the  public  at  large,  required  it. 
If  that  bank  had  fallen  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  executive  arm,  it  would  have  dragged  down 
with  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  and  it 
would  have  caused  much  individual  distress, 
bankruptcy,  and  ruin.  Hence  every  principle 
of  self-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriotism 
and  of  duty,  united  to  impel  those  men  to  use 
every  means  so  to  guard  and  fortify  and  defend 
their  institution,  as  that  it  would  stand  the 
shock.  And  they  did  guard  it  and  defend  it  so 
that  it  withstood  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in 
its  most  palmy  days.  Perhaps  they  fortified 
their  fortress  more  strongly  than  actual  neces- 


sity required ;  perhaps  they  overrated  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  and  were  not  fully 
conscious  of  their  own ;  perhaps  they  re- 
mained in  their  intrenchments  after  the  siege 
was  raised,  or  the  power  of  the  assailants  had 
become  exhausted ;  but  if  they  erred,  it  was 
on  the  side  not  of  danger  but  of  duty,  and 
their  success  has  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  on 
the  country.  This  much  I  have  thought  proper 
to  say  in  behalf  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  some  acquaintance,  hut  no  connection 
of  any  kind ;  and  I  say  it  as  an  act  of  common 
justice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on 
this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Steange,)  in  the  abundance  of  his  charity, 
declares  that  he  does  not  accuse  Senators  of 
taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  acquits  them  of  the  foul  charge,  as  he  really 
believes  they  were  not  bribed.  The  Senate 
are  much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member 
for  his  decree  of  acquittal,  especially  as  they 
never  constituted  him  their  judge.  But  what 
right  has  he,  or  what  right  has  any  man  who 
is  not  himself  shameless,  in  the  presence  of  this 
body  or  elsewhere,  to  entertain  the  infamous 
proposition  for  a  moment ;  to  speak  of  it  in 
terms  of  either  denial  or  belief;  to  refer  to  it 
at  all,  except  to  consign  the  base  slanderers 
who  invented  and  who  uttered  it,  to  the  depth 
of  infamy  which  their  atrocious  falsehoods 
have  merited?  But  there  are  bounds  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 
He  thinks,  if  I  have  comprehended  him,  that 
gentlemen  here  who  were  counsel  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  have  been  warped  in 
their  feelings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to 
form  opinions  which  no  unbiassed  and  intelligent 
man  could  form,  and  to  do  acts  which  no  honest 
man  having  an  intellect  much  above  idiocy 
could  do.  The  Senator  has  not  told  us  where, 
or  how,  or  among  whom,  he  has  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  bar,  especially  of  those  who  are 
admitted  to  be  among  its  best  and  most  honor- 
able and  most  enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  Stbange  explained:  did  not  say  that 
gentlemen  who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were 
biassed  from  that  cause,  but  that  they  were 
warped  by  political  excitement.] 

I  am  happy  (said  Mr.  E.)  to  receive  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Senator  from  Korth  Carolina, 
and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  he 
used  the  fact  of  the  employment  of  some 
gentlemen  as  legal  counsel  for  the  bank,  and 
the  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a 
"  but,"  the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked 
bribery.  But  however  these  engagements  may 
have  been  supposed  by  him  or  others  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
were  made,  they  certainly  never  affected  mine, 
as  I  never  was  in  any  case  the  counsel  of  that 
institution.  Still,  I  know  not  but  the  same 
influence  may  be  brought  equally  home  to  me, 
for  I  in  several  cases  profited  by  the  litigation 
of  the  bank,  by  engagements  on  the  opposite 
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side,  whioli  engagements  I  should  never  have 
had,  if  there  had  been  no  bank  to  bring  suits 
against  those  wlio  employed  me  to  defend 
them.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  I  must 
even  share  with  my  friends  here,  whom  I  have 
sometimes  met  in  the  hall  below,  where  justice 
is  still  administered,  and  where  truth  and 
reason  and  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or 
spurned.  I  must  even  content  myself  to  share 
with  them  in  the  imputation  of  that  bias  which 
counsellors  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel  in 
behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they 
obtain  a  cause  in  a.court  of  justice. 

But  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator's  charge, 
as  explained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  truth 
than  that  which  I  had  mistaken  for  it,  and 
which  he  has  just  corrected.  I,  for  one,  was 
not  moved  in  this  matter  by  political  interest 
or  political  excitement.  It  was  a  subject  for 
cool  deliberation  and  sober  judgment,  and  I 
brought  the  powers  of  my  mind  calmly  and 
patiently  to  act  upon  it ;  and  when  full  convic- 
tion followed  investigation,  and  my  opinion  was 
fixed,  I  acted  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement — unless, 
indeed,  a  strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those 
abstractions  called  law  and  right,  which  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  minds,  warms,  and 
kindles,  and  glows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be  called 
by  that  name. 

I  have  said,  and  have  attempted  to  show, 
that  the  act  of  the  President,  in  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  was  illegal.  The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that 
any  man  can  hold  such  an  opinion ;  but  he  tells 
us  that  he  was  himself  startled  at  the  boldness 
of  the  act :  he  feared  the  people  would  not 
sustain  it.  And  permit  me,  with  all  deference, 
to  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  the  people  had 
not  sustained  it,  he  would  then  have  been 
startled  at  its  illegality.  I 'thought  it  illegal; 
so  thought  twenty-eight  out  of  forty-eight 
Senators  in  this  body  ;  so  thought  McLane, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  so  thought  Duane, 
who  was  made  Secretary  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  doing  the  act.  And  when  they  thought  so, 
their  political  feelings  and  their  personal  pre- 
dilections were  all  on  the  side  of  those  doing 
the  act  which  their  judgments  condemned. 
This  same  act,  sir,  which  startled  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  in  his  private  retreat, 
startled  also  the  nation ;  and  the  sensation  did 
not  subside  until  they  and  he  had  become  used 
and  reconciled  to  new  and  extravagant  acts  of 
executive  power.  There  are  other  gentlemen 
now  on  this  floor  who  condemned  this  act  in 
the  strongest  terms,  imtil  they  knew  that  the 
popular  voice  would  sustain  it.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia  nea,r  me,  (Mr.  Kives,)  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  in  a  speech  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  never  found  its  way  into 
the  public  papers,  declared  that  in  this  act  he 
thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  but  that  he  had  not 
overstepped  it.  I  differed  from  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  in  this  only :  I  thought  he  had 


not  only  gone  to  the  verge  of  the  constitutional 
boundary,  but  that  he  had  broken  over  it. 
That  gentleman  and  myself  were  separated  in 
opinion  by  a  mere  mathematical  line — length, 
without  breadth  or  thickness — for  he  thought, 
and  so  said  on  the  occasion  I  have  referred  to, 
that  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  be- 
longed, by  the  constitution,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  of  the  people ;  and  that 
almost  any  sacriiice  ought  to  be  made,  in  order 
to  restore  it  to  their  hands.  But  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina — whose  opinion,  since  he 
has  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  that  the 
executive  act  occasioned,  is,  on  this  subject 
especially,  entitled  to  a  very  great  weight — 
thinks  that  no  man,  possessing  both  honesty 
and  sense,  could  vote  for  the  resolution  which 
passed  the  Senate. 

[Mr.  Steange.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said 
they  could  not,  unless  under  strong  previous 
bias.] 

Mr.  Ewma.  The  explanation  amounts  to  but 
little.  A  bias  which  destroyed  the  honesty  or 
obscured  the  sense,  is  now  introduced  and  at- 
tributed, to  lighten  the  odium  of  the  charge 
which  his  unqualified  language,  as  I  understood 
it,  cast  upon  the  former  majority  of  this  body. 
And  now,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  had  then  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  treasure  which,  by  that 
constitution,  belonged  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  was,  in  private,  "  startled  "  by  the 
boldness  of  the  act,  until  he  found  that  the 
people  sustained  it,  are  ready  to  vote  censure 
and  obloquy  upon  those  Senators  who  ventured 
to  express  an  opinion,  before  they  knew  whether 
that  opinion  would  be  sustained  by  the  popular 
voice  or  not.  Por  one,  I  respect  not  their 
opinions,  so  elicited  and  so  expressed;  and  I 
scorn  their  censure  and  their  reproach.  "When 
men  use  language  harsh  or  vindictive,  or  utter 
degrading  charges  against  others  at  least  as 
honorable  as  themselves,  they  seize  a  two- 
edged  sword,  which  often  wounds  the  hand  that 
wields  it.  I  am  willing  to  stand  in  the  ranks 
in  which  I  then  stood,  and  now  stand,  and 
receive  their  onset,  no  matter  how  fierce  and 
how  furious.  I  am  willing  to  risk  the  character 
of  the  majority  which  passed  that  resolution, 
for  integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence 
of  thought  and  of  action,  against  this  majority, 
which  is  now  the  instrument  of  its  repudiation. 
And  if,  in  connection  with  the  pregnant  inci- 
dents of  the  times,  the  names  of  those  who 
have  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should 
descend,  and  pass  in  review  before  posterity, 
I  feel  that  I  have  well  chosen  the  rank  in 
which  my  humble  name  shall  stand  to  receive 
the  judgment  of  that  august  tribunal. 

I  find  that  I  am  desultory  and  diffuse  in  my 
course  of  discussion,  but  time  was  not  allowed 
me  to  prepare  to  be  connected  and  brief.  I 
have  shown  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
was  in  violation  of  a  contract,  and  against  law. 
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I  shall  now  endeavor  to  make  good  the  position 
that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  constitution.  For 
this,  a  few  words  will  suffice ;  for  it  flows  as  a 
consequence  from  the  illegality  of  the  act  of 
removal,  and  the  conceded  point  that  the  Legis- 
lature, and  not  the  Executive,  is  the  constitu- 
tional keeper  and  guardian  of  the  public  treas- 
ure. The  President,  if  he  had  seized  that 
treasure  by  an  act  of  open  and  direct  violence, 
and  become  himself  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of 
legislative  authority,  would,  by  the  concurrent 
opinion  of  all  here,  have  violated  that  constitu- 
tion which  made  the  Legislature  its  keeper. 
But  if,  through  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
the  law  (not  the  constitution)  placed  in  his 
hands  for  other  purposes,  he  did  by  lawful 
means  effect  this  unconstitutional  object,  does  it 
vary  the  case,  or  make  the  violation  of  the 
constitution  less  certain?  The  President  had 
by  law  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  though  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the 
public  treasure ;  but,  through  the  exercise  of 
that  power  of  removal,  exei-ted  for  that  distinct 
and  avowed  purpose,  and  that  purpose  only,  he 
did  seize  upon  the  public  treasure,  and  dispose 
of  it  according  to  his  will.  He  used  a  lawful 
weapon  to  do  an  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
act.  This  is  not  difficult  to  be  comprehended. 
A  man  has  a  legal  right  to  use  his  own  walking- 
stick  ;  yet  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  he  may 
use  it  illegally.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
admits  that  the  President  almost  violated  the 
constitution.  "  He  marched  to  its  verge."  I 
say  he  overstepped  it. 

These  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for 
voting  that  the  executive  act  of  the  President 
in  the  case  referred  to,  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  and  law,  but  in  violation 
of  both ;  and  I  care  not  how  lightly  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
sense  or  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion 
and  that  vote.  Language  such  as  his  on  this 
occasion  falls  harmless  to  the  ground,  or  recoUs 
on  him  who  utters  it. 

Having  proved  the  statement  in  the  resolution 
true,  the  next  inquiry  is  as  to  our  right  to 
spread  it  on  the  record.  Gentlemen  on  the 
side  of  the  administration  heap  upon  the  act, 
in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terms  "  shameful," 
"  disgraceful,"  "  flagrant  impropriety  " — all  the 
epithets  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  which 
those  diligent  gentlemen  have  been  able  to 
collect  and  amass  from  our  whole  vocabulary. 
But  let  this  pass ;  it  amounts  to  little.  Ke- 
proach  and  violence  from  those  who  profess  .to 
pass  judgment,  leaves  an  intelligent  public  (to 
whom  is  the  final  appeal)  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  the  discretion  of  the  judge  was 
lost  in  his  own  passion.  They  probably  will 
not  stop  to  inquire  what  has  become  of  his  pro- 
priety. On  the  one  hand,  towards  the  former 
majority  of  the  Senate  we  have  vituperation 
and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant  of 
Newgate,  by  a  felon  like  himself;  and  towards 
the  President  tirade  upon  tirade  of  fulsome 
flattery,  which  would  make  even  a  coquette  turn 


sick.  Let  all  this  go  to  the  country ;  a  discern- 
ing public  will  see  what  I  see — motives  not  to 
be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the  breasts 
of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things — deep, 
but  not  hidden,  and  prompting  them,  or  rather 
goading  them  on  to  the  act.  As  the  deed  is  to 
be  done,  I  am  glad  it  comes  in  the  form,  and  is 
pressed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which  here 
discloses  itself;  for,  being  so  done,  it  will  be 
repudiated  as  authority,  either  as  to  opinion 
or  fact,  by  every  honest  and  candid  mind. 

Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  pass 
this  resolution,  if  the  facts  and  opinions  set 
forth  in  it  be  true  and  correct?  Gentlemen 
say  we  may  not  express  our  opinion  of  the  act, 
because  we  may  possibly  be  the  triers  of  the 
actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be 
impeached,  and  we,  as  a  Senate,  would  be  called 
upon  to  try  him ;  therefore,  it  was  indelicate 
and  improper  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand 
which  might  infiueuce  our  decision  hereafter. 
Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  question 
of  delicacy  and  propriety  here  put,  is  merely 
of  a  personal  nature,  and  addresses  itself  to 
each  individual  member  rather  than  to  the 
whole  body ;  for  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  was 
not  committed  to  any  thing  by  that  resolution. 
Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resolutions 
passed,  with  the  full  knowledge  that  all  of  us 
had  of  the  power  of  the  Executive  and  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  other  House ;  suppose 
any  one  here,  being  asked  privately  his  opinion 
on  the  subject,  had  declined,  as  a  matter  of 
delicacy,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  committed, 
in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against 
the  President,  which  would  you  have  consid- 
ered it,  a  serious  scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jest? 
The  truth  is,  there  is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor 
am  I  able  to  convince  myself  that  any  man 
("  except  under  strong  political  bias  ")  can  be- 
lieve there  is  any  thing  in  it.  As  for  myself, 
I  knew  there  was  to  be  no  impeachment,  and 
no  trial ;  and  my  own  opinion  of  propriety  and 
right  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  guide  of  my 
own  actions.  The  President  had  done  an  act 
violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
affecting  the  powers  and  rights  of  this  body  as 
one  of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment. What  was  to  be  done?  Reassert  the 
constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by 
law  ?  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to  give  a 
quietus  to  every  law  which  you  might  have 
attempted  to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself 
of  the  public  treasure,  and  you  could  pass  no 
law  to  wrest  it  from  his  hands.  What  was  to 
be  done  ?  Be  calm,  say  gentlemen ;  be  quiet ; 
make  no  disturbance ;  it  is  quite  startling ;  but 
say  nothing ;  the  country  can  stand  it ;  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  silent  and  patient  under 
this,  the  President  may  commit  no  more  acts 
of  violence ;  but,  if  you  irritate,  he  may  do  still 
worse  things.  They  therefore  would  have  re- 
commended silence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  body,  has  the 
right  to  assert  its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that 
first  of   nature's  laws,  self-preservation.      A 
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body  composed  of  numerous  members  can 
speak  only  by  some  prescribed  form,  such  as 
an  order  or  resolution ;  and  as,  in  this  case,  their 
constitutional  powers  were  assailed,  it  was 
their  duty,  their  solemn  duty,  to  reassert  them, 
that  the  invasion  might  not  stand  without  ob- 
jection or  contradiction,  and  thus  become  a 
binding  precedent  in  future  times. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is  also  objected 
to  as  one  couched  in  terms  of  censure  against 
the  President ;  it  is  said  to  be  reproachful  in 
its  language  and  its  import.  Believing  that  I 
have  established  the  position  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  ti'ue  in  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and 
that  it  was  due  to  the  rights  of  this  body, 
which  we  were  delegated  by  the  States,  for  the 
time  being,  to  guard  and  protect,  that  we  should, 
in  a  resolution  couched  in  some  language,  assert 
those  rights ;  I  now  ask  any  candid  man, 
whether  a  partisan  of  the  President  or  not,  if 
he  can  devise  any  language,  conveying  the  sub- 
stance and  sense  of  that  resolution,  which  shall 
be  more  decorous  and  more  courteous  than 
that  ?  Can  you,  sir,  convey  the  idea  in  milder, 
more  dignified,  and  more  appropriate  language  ? 
It  is  true  it  contains  no  compliment,  no  adula- 
tion. This  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefore  condemns  it.  That 
gentleman,  in  reference  to  the  President,  uses 
the  word  "  immaoiilate,"  which  I  never  before 
heard  applied  to  but  one  created  being,  and 
that  in  worship.  This  resolution  contains  no 
such  term,  as  applied  to  the  President ;  and  I 
think  I  would  not  now,  if  it  were  again  before 
the  Senate,  move  to  insert  the  word,  even  if 
that  would  gain  for  it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

In  England,  from  which  we  derive  our  free 
institutions,  and  to  which  we  still  refer  for  pre- 
cedent of  parliamentary  independence,  (God 
knows  how  long  those  examples  may  be  en- 
dured,) in  England  it  is  not  deemed  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  address  the  King,  or  to  answer 
his  address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and 
praise.  The  British  Parliament  represents  a 
free  people,  and  they  have  not  forgotten  to 
speak  the  language  of  freemen ;  and  did  any 
one  ever  hear  of  an  attempt  in  that  body  to 
cast  reproach  upon  itself  or  any  of  its  members, 
because  they  ventured  in  such  address  to  move 
or  to  express  disapprobation  of  the  acts  of 
their  monarch,  or  to  assert  their  own  rights  or 
the  rights  of  the  people  ?  It  certainly  has  not 
been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nals, that  they  contain  something  disagreeable  to 
majesty.  There  was  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late 
as  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the 
King  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  his  war- 
rant to  arrest  and  imprison  members  for  words 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliament;  but  that 
time  has  gone  by.  Great  Britain,  moving  in 
the  direction  towards  freedom  and  the  perfect- 
ing of  free  institutions,  has  long  since  passed 
that  point,  and  we,  tending  as  rapidly  towards 
despotic  power,  have  not  yet  quite  reached  it. 
"When  we  look  at  British  precedents  and  refer 


to  British  history,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that 
they  and  we  have  started  at  different  points, 
and  are  moving  in  different  directions.     They, 
beginning  with  an  in-egular  and  almost  despotic 
monarchy,  with  undefined  powers,  checked  only 
by  the  strength  of  the  feudal  aristocracy,  have 
marched  onwards  slowly  but  steadily,  step  by 
step,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  free  and  rep- 
resentative  Government;    and  perhaps  they 
are  still  moving  onward.     We,   commencing 
with  a  pure  constitutional  representative  Gov- 
ernment, with  justly  balanced  powers,  have 
rushed  onward  with  a  velocity  almost  incon- 
ceivable towards  despotism,  if  it  be  decorous 
to  call  that  despotism  which  concentrates  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  a  single  man, 
and  makes  his  will  the  law.     If,  in  our  dificrent 
course,  we  should  meet  our  great  archetype, 
and  find,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  history, 
our  Government  to  be  what  hers  is  or  was,  we 
are  not  to  suppose  that  our  career  is  thence- 
forward to  be  the  same.     K  we  meet,  we  pass 
with  the  swiftness  of  moving  engines,  so  that 
we  can  scarcely  catch  a  glance  of  that  which 
we  have  met,  and  from  which  we  are  passing. 
Mr.  President,  every  thing  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic, aU  that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or 
enlist  one  vulgar  passion,  no  matter  how  low 
and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gentlemen  who  ought 
to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sustain  them 
in  the  commission  of  this  act.    The  Senator 
from  "Virginia,  (Mr.  ErvES,)  could  you  credit  it, 
sir,  says  that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the 
constitutional  departments  of  our  Government, 
and  without  which  the  form  as  well  as  the 
essence  of  our  Government  could  not  exist; 
that  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself   is  a 
member,  and  which  a  common  but  very  homely 
proverb  might  teach  him  he  could  not  dishonor 
without  self-degradation ;  this  Senate,  he  says, 
is  essentially  an  aristocratic  body,  riding  upon 
the  backs  of  the  people.     Do  we  hear  that  here, 
and  from  such  a  source,  or  was  I  deceived? 
"Who  are  they  that  compose  the  aristocracy  of 
this  body  ?     Men  elected  by  the  State  to  dis- 
charge, for  a  time,  an  important  trust;    and 
who,  when  that  trust  is  discharged,  and  the 
period  of  their  service  ended,  return  again  to 
the  common  mass  from  which  they  were  taken? 
Aristocracy !     "Where  is  the  danger,  where  is 
the  possibility,  of  an  ai'istocratic  order  rising 
up  in  this  "Union?     Look  about  you  every- 
where:   men  who  hold  the  highest  stations, 
and  wield  the  greatest   influence,   and    even 
wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.     Their  power  and  their  influence  they 
cannot  transmit ;  and,  as  to  their  wealth|  when 
the  hand  that  gathered  and  the  hand  which 
holds  it  shall  moulder  in  the  dust,  it  is  scattered 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  it  goes  to  build  up 
and  enrich  the  son  of  the  hard-handed  yeoman ; 
and  the  children's  children  of  him  who  count- 
ed his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  b^gars, 
but  common  laborers  in  our  streets.    "Where, 
then,  is  the  danger  of  aristocracy  in  America  ? 
There  is  one  source  from  which  it  may  flow  in 
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upon  U3,  and  one  only.  When  our  public  offices 
become  transmissible  by  the  wiU  of  the  incum- 
bent to  his  successor ;  when  the  men  who  hold 
station  can  direct  the  line  through  which  the 
succession  to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether 
by  birth  to  the  son,  or  by  appointment  to  the 
favorite,  we  have,  in  substance,  a  monarchy, 
and  we  have  an  aristocracy,  in  the  classic 
language  of  the  Senator,  "  riding  on  the  backs 
of  the  people  ;  "  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shame- 
ful, corrupt,  and  corrupting  oligarchy. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called 
upon  to  rejudge  its  own  justice;  in  other 
words,  to  determine  whether  the  opinion  it 
expressed  was  correct  or  not.  But  is  this  true  ? 
Is  that  the  act  to  which  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  is  now  proceeding  ?  If  so,  it  were  but 
an  expression  of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions 
heretofore  expressed  by  a  former  majority,  and 
entirely  consistent  with  gentlemanly  intercourse 
and  feeling.  But  no  such  thing.  No ;  it  is 
placed,  and  it  is  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  censure 
and  opprobrium  upon  the  former  maj  ority.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  it  seems,  once 
intended  it  should  assume  a  form  consistent 
with  the  courtesy  and  propriety  of  legislative 
bodies.  He  promised  the  striking  out  of  the 
obnoxious  word  "  expunge,"  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  passed ;  and  what  strong 
motive,  or  strong  otfence,  could  have  induced 
the  Senator  to  abandon  his  conciliatory  course, 
and  again  poison  the  resolution  with  insult  and 
reproach?  "What,  think  you,  could  have  so 
driven  him  from  his  propriety  ?  Why,  truly  a 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  some  two  years 
since,  moved  to  lay  the  expunging  resolution, 
when  so  amended,  on  the  table  ;  that  was  the 
insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolution  on  the 
table  is  the  mighty  insult  which  swells  the 
hearts  of  gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  with 
patriotic  indignation,  and  which  justifies  all 
this  harsh  and  ruthless  violence.  Hence  the 
word  "  expunge  "  in  the  body  of  the  resolu- 
tion—  hence  a  recital  charged  with  as  harsh 
and  injurious  imputation  as  gentlemen  can  use 
towards  each  other,  if  not  more  harsh  and 
more  injurious.  The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  necessity 
of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigma 
upon  themselves.  Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and 
those  with  whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave 
them  impunity,  to  fix  stigmas,  or  compel  stig- 
mas, upon  men,  in  all  things  honorable,  their 
equals  at  least  ?  Who  cares  for  their  stigma 
or  their  censure  ?  I,  for  one,  cast  them  to  the 
winds.  I  despise,  I  trample  upon  them.  Sir, 
since  it  has  been  determined  that  a  resolution 
■  in  any  form  inconsistent  with  the  resolution  of 
March,  1834,  should  pass  ;  and  since  there  is  at 
last  a  majority  in  the  Senate  ready  to  obey  the 
mandate,  I  am  glad  once  again  that  it  contains 
substance,  and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will 
forever  destroy  it  as  authority  for  the  future ; 
and  when  it  comes  to  an  issue  such  as  this, 
veracity,  and  honor,  and  character  brought  into 


collision,  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  the  contest,  and 
I  care  not  with  what  weapons  it  is  waged.  All 
at  last  results  in  an  appeal  to  the  country  and  • 
to  future  times.  And  if  this  resolution  _  had 
been  couched  in  language  of  decent  sobriety ; 
if  it  had  been  in  its  terms  calm,  dispassionate, 
and  strong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of  the  names 
which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no 
danger  of  this ;  the  resolution  itself,  and  the 
speeches  with  which  it  is  ushered  in,  show  the 
spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir  Edward  Ooke, 
at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  sycophant, 
called  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh  "  a  spider  of  hell," 
because  Ealeigh  was  unhappily  out  of  favor 
with  his  sovereign ;  yet,  no  one  at  this  day 
esteems  Coke  the  more  or  Ealeigh  the  less  for 
this  outpouring  of  malignity.  Edmund  Saun- 
ders, in  the  report  of  one  of  his  cases  at  law, 
says  that  Twysden  (Justice)  gave  judgment  in 
furore;  and  he  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner, 
"  note,  reader,  his  judgment  was  clearly 
wrong;"  and  such  has  been  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  profession  since ;  and  such  will 
be  the  opinion,  a  priori,  of  mankind,  as  to 
every  judicial  decision,  and  every  act  of  a 
deliberative  body,  which  is  the  result  of  passion 
rather  than  of  reason  and  judgment. 

The  majority  of  the  Senate,  who  are  moving 
on,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly  speaking,  moved 
on,  to  the  destruction  of  the  journals,  ought  to 
consider  well  the  act  which  they  are  about  to 
perform.  The  constitution,  whiqh  we  and  they 
are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that  the  Senate 
shall  "keep"  a  journal  of  their  proceedings; 
much  useless  learning  was  expended  upon  this 
word  at  the  last  session.  We  know  its  mean- 
ing without  consulting  our  dictionaries ;  its 
popular  sense  is  its  true  sense.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution  did  not  search  books  for  the 
definition  of  the  word,  but  understood  it  and 
used  it  in  its  plain  and  obvious  sense ;  and  they 
would  have  been  astonished  if  it  had  been  told 
them  that  that  word  could  ever  become  the 
subject  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and  that  it  is 
now  the  doctrine  of  the  majority  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  that  it  shall  be 
kept,  is  a  touchstone  by  which  the  value  of 
tlieir  judgment  against  the  former  majority  of 
the  Senate  may  be  tested.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  under- 
stand and  decide,  as  well  as  the  most  learned 
and  most  wise ;  and  they  can,  from  this  speci- 
men, determine  how  much  weight  is  due  to  the 
opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  erase,  to  blot 
out,  to  expunge,  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
command  "  to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all 
have  sworn  obedience.  I  will  not  touch  the 
miserable  sophistry  by  which  gentlemen  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  meaning  and  wrest  the  sense 
of  this  provision  of  the  constitution :  it  does 
not  merit  a  reply. 

The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  substan- 
tially copied,  in  this  particular,  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  like  that,  it  con- 
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tains  a  provision  that  both  Houses  shall  keep  a 
journal.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  many 
years  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  of 
that  Legislature,  moved  a  resolution  declaring 
that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  to 
expunge  any  thing  from  the  journal  once  en- 
tered there.  He  is  of  the  same  opinion  still ; 
and  he  proposes  to  be  consistent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  journals 
of  this  body,  under  a  precisely  similar  constitu- 
tional provision.  Could  any  man,  who  had  not 
heard  him,  conjecture  how  this  could  be  done  ? 
The  word  expunge  has,  he  says,  a  literal,  and  it 
has  also  a  metaphorical  meaning ;  and  the  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expunged  meta- 
phorically. What  a  farce,  if  its  atrocity  would 
permit  us  to  look  upon  it  as  a  subject  of  ridi- 
cule! But  who  could  avoid  smiling,  even  in 
the  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array  of  au- 
thorities which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to 
show  that  the  word  ''  expunge  "  is  used  meta- 
phorically in  cases  where  it  cannot  have  a  lit- 
eral application?  He  has  shown  us  examples 
in  which  good  writers  speak  of  expunging  forms 
of  government,  systems  of  religion,  and  the 
vices  of  men — all  clearly  metaphorical,  and 
known  at  once  to  be  so,  because  they  are  not 
susceptible  of  the  literal  and  physical  applica- 
tion of  the  term.  You  cannot  draw  a  black 
line  over,  nor  can  you  draw  black  lines  round, 
a  "form  of  government,"  for  you  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  sym- 
metry and  destroy  its  strength ;  nor  can  you 
take  physical,  tangible  hold  of  systems  of  reli- 
gion or  of  human  vices ;  hence  the  terms  you 
apply  to  them  are  necessarily  metaphorical, 
whether  you  expunge,  uproot,  or  demolish 
them.  But  if  you  expunge  a  writing  which  is 
on  paper,  or  uproot  a  tree  or  shrub,  or  demol- 
ish a  building,  the  words  then  have  their  literal 
meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  physical  appli- 
cation; and  he  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
those  circumstances  metaphorically,  wrests  the 
word  from  its  true  use,  and  gives  it  a  false 
application.  Expunge  metaphorically!  The 
disquisition  of  the  learned  gentleman  reminds 
me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
fatal  battle,  commemorated  in  the  "Eape  of 
the  Look"— 

"One  died  in  metapTior^  and  one  in  song." 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  thought  is 
much  better  in  a  burlesque  poem  than  in  grave 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

But  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  spread 
cheering  prospects  before  us;  a  bright  vista, 
opening  amid  the  surrounding  gloom,  to  delight 
our  vision.  This,  he  says,  is  the  last  exciting 
subject  that  is  to  agitate  our  councils ;  we  are 
to  have  a  halcyon  season ;  all  is  to  be,  hence- 
forth, quiet,  and  kindness,  and  peace.  But  he 
has  not  told  ua  how  these  things  are  to  be 
brought  to  pass ;  whether  this  is  the  last  act 
of  violence  that  is  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  ma- 
jority against  the  constitution  of  their  country 
and  the  rights  of  this  body ;  or  whether  he  sup- 


poses that,  by  this,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  to  be 
crushed,  and  we  are  to  be  awed  to  silence  and 
submission.  I  will  suppose  the  first,  as  it  bet- 
ter accords  with  the  kindness  which  he  still 
entertains  for  those  whose  rights  and  feelings 
he  has  most  outraged ;  and  if  so,  his  language 
may  be  rendered  into  brief,  plain  English,  thus: 
Gentlemen,  be  quiet  and  be  calm ;  meet  us  with 
no  arguments,  and  cast  on  us  no  reproaches; 
the  President  must  be  gratified,  because  he  is 
immaculate ;  and  you  must  be  stigmatized,  be- 
cause you  have  oflfended  him.  We  may  be 
somewhat  harsh  and  unscrupulous,  but  excuse 
us,  for  we  are  very  much  excited ;  but  this  is 
the  last  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  lawless  vio- 
lence against  you ;  all  shall  be,  henceforth,  jus- 
tice and  peace. 

I  should  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  has  that  power  over 
the  political  elements  which  he  seems  to  claim, 
in  giving  us  this  strong  assurance  of  their  future 
quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely  upon  his 
promise  or  his  prediction;  but  no,  he  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  stand- 
ard of  the  constitution  and  the  law,  cannot, 
when  they  choose,  rear  it  again,  and  rally  the 
hosts  around  it,  and  calm  their  fears,  and  re- 
animate their  confidence.  They  cannot  lay 
their  hands  upon  the  institutions  of  their  coun- 
try, and  puU  down  and  destroy,  until  they 
themselves  shall  be  satisfied,  and  then  bid  the 
work  of  mischief  cease.  When  the  ocean  is 
lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who  are  the  spir- 
its of  the  storm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  "  thus  far 
shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther ;  and  here  shall 
thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  No,  he  is  de- 
ceived ;  there  are  other  powers  in  motion  below 
and  around  him,  which  he  wists  not  of,  and 
whose  might  he  can  neither  direct  nor  resist. 
I  have  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  mighty 
ocean,  and  noted  the  precursors  of  the  coming 
storm.  I  have  heard  the  moan  of  the  waves 
in  the  caverns  of  the  deep,  and  seen  the  up- 
heaving of  the  billows,  which  will  rise,  and 
rage,  and  toss,  as  foam  from  their  crest,  him 
and  those  who  are  now  his  trust  and  his 
strength. 

Mr.  President,  I  envy  not  the  triumph  of 
him  who  has  pressed  forward  these  resolutions, 
against  the  opinions,  and  the  feelings,  and  the 
consciences,  of  those  whom  he  has  found  means 
to  compel  to  their  support—resolutions  which  he 
has  urged  on  with  passions — ^fierce,  vindictive 
furious.  Still  less  do  I  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  against 
all  those  feelings  and  motives  which  should 
direct  the  actions  of  the  legislator  and  the 
man.  Why  do  I  see  around  me  so  many  pale 
features  and  downcast  eyes,  unless  it  be  that 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  perpetration  of  the  deed?  I  had  rather 
stand  with  the  minority ;  yes,  I  would  rather 
a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerless  but 
conscience-free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  of 
an  empire,  on  the  hard  conditions  on  which  it 
is  placed,  in  their  hands. 
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But  this  scene  is  passing,  and  will  soon  have 
passed,  not  to  be  recalled — the  deed  is  to  be 
done,  and  you  and  wo  must  submit  our  acts  to 
an  enlightened  public,  whose  judgment  will  be 
a  foretaste  of  the  judgment  of  posterity.  To 
these  I  bow  with  submission  and  hope,  but  not 
with  unwavering  confidence  of  the  future. 
The  fame  of  those  who  have  joined  in  this 
struggle  for  the  constitution  depends  upon  the 
final  success  of  constitutional  government.  If 
that  prevail  and  endure,  if  the  clouds  that  over- 
shadow its  prospects  pass  away,  and  it  be  re- 
stored to  what  it  once  was,  in  all  its  freshness 
and  beauty,  every  thing  that  we  could  desire 
for  ourselves  and  our  country  is  attained.  But 
if  we  still  move  on  in  the  downward  course,  if 
the  cataract  only  be  passed,  and  we  are  to  glide 
on  in  the  smooth  but  rapid  current  into  the 
gulf  to  which  we  have  been  tending,  and  are 
never  to  return,  these  struggles  will  be  referred 
to  hereafter  as  scenes  in  which  the  country  was 
disturbed  by  violent  and  factious  spirits,  and 
the  names  of  those  who  stood  for  the  constitu- 
tion amid  these  stormy  scenes  will  be  mention- 
ed only  with  censure  and  reproach.  So  it  has 
been  in  times  past.  When  the  last  spark  of 
Koman  liberty  was  extinguished,  and  a  mon- 
arch's court  and  council  occupied  the  forum 
and  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  but 
that  of  Augustus  was  heard,  and  no  power  but 
his  was  known,  the  venal  flatterers  of  his  court 
vied  with  each  other  in  heaping  praise  on  him, 
and  censure  and  reproach  on  those  firm  spirits 
who  stood  for  their  country  to  the  last,  and 
were  at  last  buried  in  its  ruins.  Offisar,  by  his 
power  and  clemency,  had  subjugated  a  world ; 
all  but  the  dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Oato. 
In  an  event  such  as  this,  (which  Heaven  avert,) 
let  the  little  band  to  which  it  is  my  pride  to 
belong,  share  in  the  reproach  as  they  share  in 
the  spirit  of  the  last  of  the  Romans — that  spirit 
which  scorns  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power, 
save  that  of  their  country  and  its  laws. 

Protest  of  the  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

The  debate  having  closed,  and  the  question 
being  about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  Webstbe  rose  and 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Upon  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  original  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and 
■upon  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  that 
resolution,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  express  my 
opinions  at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  Pres- 
ident's protest  was  before  us.  Those  opinions 
remain  altogether  unchanged.  . 

And  now,  had  the  constitution  secured  the 
privilege  of  entering  a  peotbst  on  the  journal, 
I  should  not  say  one  word  on  this  occasion ; 
although,  if  what  is  now  proposed  shall  be  ac- 
complished, I  know  not  what  woidd  have  been 
the  value  of  such  a  provision,  however  formally 
or  carefully  it  might  have  been  inserted  in  the 
body  of  that  instrument. 

But,  as  there  is  no  such  constitutional  privi- 
lege, I  can  only  efiect  my  purpose  by  thus  ad- 


dressing the  Senate;  and  I  rise,  therefore,  to 
make  that  PROTEST  in  this  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of 
my  colleague ;  we  both  speak  as  Senators  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and,  as  such,  we  sol- 
emnly PEOTEST  against  this  whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  States 
have  any  power  or  authority  to  expunge  any 
vote  or  votes,  which  we  have  given  here,  and 
which  we  have  recorded,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  constitution. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  the 
State  whose  representatives  we  are,  has  also  a 
high  interest  in  the  entire  preservation  of  every 
part  and  parcel  of  the  record  of  our  conduct, 
as  members  of  the  Senate. 

This  record  the  constitution  solemnly  declares 
shall  be  hept ;  but  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate  declares  that  this  record  shall  be  ex- 
punged. 

Whether  subterfuge  and  evasion,  and,  as  it 
appears  to  us,  the  degrading  mockery  of  draw- 
ing black  lines  upon  the  journal,  shall  or  shall 
not  leave  our  names  and  our  votes  legible,  when 
this  violation  of  the  record  shall  have  been 
completed,  still  the  terms  "  to  expunge  "  and 
the  terms  "  to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record, 
import  ideas  exactly  contradictory ;  as  much  so 
as  the  terms  "  to  preserve  "  and  the  terms  "  to 
destroy." 

A  record  which  is  expunged,  is  not  a  record 
which  is  hept,  any  more  than  a  record  which  is 
destroyed  can  be  a  record  which  is  preserved. 
The  part  expunged  is  no  longer  part  of  the  rec- 
ord ;  it  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence.  It 
cannot  be  certified  as  a  part  of  the  proceeding 
of  the  Senate  for  any  purpose  of  proof  or  evi- 
dence. 

The  object  of  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion, as  we  think,  most  obviously  is,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  shall  be  preserved, 
in  writing,  not  for  the  present  only,  not  until 
published  only,  because  a  copy  of  the  printed 
journal  is  not  regular  legal  evidence ;  but  pre- 
served indefinitely ;  preserved,  as  other  records 
are  preserved,  till  destroyed  by  time  or  acci- 
dent. 

Every  one  must  see  that  matters  of  the  high- 
est importance  depend  on  the  permanent  pres- 
ervation of  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses. 
What  but  the  journals  show  that  bills  have  been 
regularly  passed  into  laws,  through  the  several 
stages ;  what  but  the  journal  shows  who  are 
members,  or  who  is  President,  or  Speaker,  or 
Secretary,  or  Clerk,  of  the  body  ?  What  bnt 
the  journal  contains  the  proof,  necessary  for  the 
justification  of  those  who  act  under  our  au- 
thority, and  who,  without  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing such  proof,  must  stand  as  trespassers  ? 
What  but  the  jotimals  show  who  is  appointed, 
and  who  rejected,  by  us,  on  the  President's 
nomination  ;  or  who  is  acquitted,  or  who  con- 
victed, in  trials  on  impeachment  ?    In  short,  is 
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there,  at  any  time,  any  other  regular  and  legal 
proof  of  any  act  done  hy  the  Senate  than  the 
journal  itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  hound 
to  preserve  its  journal  only  until  it  is  puhlished, 
and  then  may  alter,  mutilate,  or  destroy  it  at 
pleasure,  appears  to  us  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary sentiments  ever  advanced. 

"We  are  deeply  grateful  to  those  friends  who 
Lave  shown,  with  so  much  clearness,  that  all 
the  precedents  relied  on  to  justify  or  to  excuse 
this  proceeding,  are  either  not  to  the  purpose, 
or,  from  the  times  and  circumstances  at  and 
under  which  they  happened,  are  no  way  entitled 
to  respect  in  a  free  Govertiment  existing  under 
a  written  constitution.  But,  for  ourselves,  we 
stand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constitution 
itself.  A  thousand  precedents  elsewhere  made, 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  cau  neither  rescind, 
nor  control,  nor  explain  away,  these  words. 

The  words  are,  "  each  House  shall  eeep  a 
journal  of  its  proceedings."  No  gloss,  no  in- 
genuity, no  specious  interpretation,  and  much 
less  can  any  fair  or  just  reasoning,  reconcile  the 
process  of  expunging  with  the  plain  meaning 
of  these  words  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mon sense  and  honest  understanding  of  man- 
kind. 

If  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of 
the  journal  of  a  former  session,  it  may,  with 
equal  authority,  expunge  another  part,  or  the 
whole.  It  may  expunge  the  entire  record  of 
any  one  session,  or  of  all  sessions. 
■  It  seems  to  us  inconceivable  how  any  men 
can  regard  such  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at 
pleasure,  as  consistent  with  the  injunction  of 
the  constitution.  It  can  make  no  difference 
what  is  the  completeness  or  incompleteness  of 
the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done, 
whether  by  erasure,  obliteration,  or  deface- 
ment; if  by  defacement,  as  here  proposed, 
whether  one  word  or  many  words  are  written 
on  the  face  of  the  record ;  whether  little  ink 
or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper ;  or  whether 
some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  writ- 
ten journal  may  yet  by  possibility  be  traced. 
If  the  act  done  be  an  act  to  expunge,  to  blot 
out,  obliterate,  to  erase  the  record,  then  the 
record  is  expunged,  blotted  out,  obliterated, 
and  erased.  And  mutilation  and  alteration 
violate  the  record  as  much  as  obliteration  or 
erasure.  A  record,  subsequently  altered,  is  not 
the  original  record.  It  no  longer  gives  a  just 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  no  longer  true.  It  is,  in  short,  no  journal  of 
the  real  and  actual  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
such  as  the  constitution  says  each  House  shall 
keep. 

The  constitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliber- 
ate judgment,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the 
most  plain  and  open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreover,  provides  that 
the  yeas  and  nays,  on  any  question,  shall,  at 
the  request  of  one-fifth  ■  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, he  entered  on  the  journal.  This  provision, 
most  manifestly,  gives  a  personal  right  to  those 


members  who  may  demand  it,  to  the  entry  and 
preservation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  body,  not  for  one  day  or  one 
year  only,  but  for  all  time.  There  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  permanent  and 
lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  great  and  important  questions 
before  them. 

But  it  is  now  insisted  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  thus  entered 
on  the  journal,  as  matter  of  right,  may  still  be 
expunged ;  so  that  that,  which  it  requires  more 
than  four-fifths  of  the  Senators  to  prevent  from 
being  put  on  the  journal,  may,  nevertheless,  be 
struck  off,  and  erased,  the  next  moment,  or  at 
any  period  afterwards,  by  the  will  of  a  mere 
majority ;  or,  if  this  be  not  admitted,  then  the 
absurdity  is  adopted  of  maintaining  that  this 
provision  of  the  constitution  is  fulfilled  by 
merely  preserving  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
journal,  after  having  expunged  and  obliterated 
the  very  resolution,  or  the  very  question,  on 
which  they  were  given,  and  to  which  alone 
they  refer ;  leaving  the  yeas  and  nays  thus  a 
mere  list  of  names,  connected  with  no  subject, 
no  question,  no  vote.  "We  put  it  to  the  impar- 
tial judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  proceeding 
be  not,  in  this  respect  also,  directly  and  pal- 
pably inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

"We  protest,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
other  Senators  have  no  authority  to  deprive  us 
of  our  personal  rights,  secured  to  us  by  the 
constitution,  either  by  expunging,  or  obliterat- 
ing, or  mutilating,  or  defacing,  the  record  of 
our  votes,  duly  entered  by  yeas  and  nays ;  or 
by  expunging  and  obliterating  the  resolutions 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  given 
and  recorded. 

"We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pain, 
the  Legislatures  of  respectable  States  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  of  those  States  to  vote  for  and 
support  this  violation  of  the  journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  this  pain  is  infinitely  increased  by  our 
full  belief,  and  entire  conviction,  that  most,  if 
not  all  these  proceedings  of  States,  had  their 
origin  in  promptings  from  "Washington ;  that 
they  have  been  urgently  requested  and  insisted 
on  as  being  necessary  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  intended  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  nothing 
else  but  the  influence  and  power  of  the  execu- 
tive branch  of  this  Government  which  has 
brought  the  Legislatures  of  so  many  of  the  free 
States  of  this  Union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their 
ordinary  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing to  accQmplish  a  measure,  in  our  judgment, 
so  unconstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  broad 
an  impression  of  compliance  with  power. 

But  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  "We  expect  it. 
That  cause,  which  has  been  powerful  enough 
to  influence  so  many  State  Legislatures,  'frill 
show  itself  powerful  enough,  especially  with 
such  aids,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion here. 

"We  make  up  our  minds  to  behold  the  spec- 
table  which  is  to  ensue. 
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We  collect  ourselves  to  look  on,  in  silence, 
while  a  scene  is  exhibited  which,  if  we  did  not 
regard  it  as  ruthless  violation  of  a  sacred  instru- 
ment, would  appear  to  us  to  be  little  elevated 
above  the  character  of  a  contemptible  farce. 

The  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hundreds  of 
American  citizens,  as  many  as  may  crowd  into 
these  lobbies  and  galleries,  will  behold  it  also : 
with  what  feelings,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say. 

But  we  PBOTESX,  we  most  solemnly  protest, 
against  the  substance  and  against  the  manner 
of  this  proceeding,  against  its  object,  against  its 
form,  and  against  its  eifect.  We  tell  you  that 
you  have  no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate  the  rec- 
ord of  our  votes  given  here,  and  recorded  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution ;  we  tell  you  that 
you  may  as  well  erase  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
any  other  question  or  resolution,  or  on  all  ques- 
tions and  resolutions,  as  on  this ;  we  tell  you 
that  you  have  just  as  much  right  to  falsify  the 
record,  by  so  altering  it  as  to  make  us  appear 
to  have  voted,  on  any  question,  as  we  did  not 
vote,  as  you  have  to  erase  a  record,  and  make 
that  page  a  blank,  in  which  our  votes,  as  they 
were  actually  given  and  recorded,  now  stand. 
The  one  proceeding,  as  it  appears  to  us,  is  as 
much  a  falsification  of  the  record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  our  duty  is 
performed.  We  rescue  our  own  names,  char- 
acter, and  honor,  from  aU  participation  in  this 
matter  ;  and  whatever  the  wayward  character 
of  the  times,  the  headlong  and  plunging  spirit 
of  party  devotion,  or  the  fear  or  the  love  of 
power,  may  have  been  able  to  bring  about  else- 
where, wo  desire  to  thank  God  that  they  have 
not,  as  yet,  overcome  the  love  of  liberty,  fideli- 
ty to  true  republican  principles,  and  a  sacred 
regard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  State  whose 
soil  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and 
best  blood  of  the  Eevolution.  Massachusetts, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  while  we 
have  the  honor  to  hold  seats  here  as  her  Sena- 
tors, we  shall  never  consent  to  a  sacrifice  either 
of  her  rights,  or  our  own ;  we  shall  never  fail 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  plain  and  open 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  country ;  and 
we  should  have  thought  ourselves  wholly  un- 
worthy of  her  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
solemnity  and  earnestness  in  our  power,  pro- 
tested against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  as  amended, 

Mr.  Benton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolu- 
tion be  filled  by  inserting  the  IGth  day  of  Jan- 
uary.   It  was  agreed  to ;  and,  having  been  done. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  in  the  follow- 
ing form : 

Resolution  to  expunge  from  tlie  journal  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  March  28,  183-1,  in  relation 
to  President  Jackson  and  the  removal  of  the  de- 
poDits. 
Whereas,  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  the 


year  1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  by  the 
Senate : 

"  Resolved,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to 
his  own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  Presi- 
dent's opinion,  and  by  appointing  his  successor  to 
effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  Presi- 
dent has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  granted  him  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  tlie  people ; " 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  1834,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"■Resolved,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deposit  of  the  puMic 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people ; " 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  men- 
tioned, was  further  altered,  so  as  to  read  in  these 
words : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both ; " 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve, 
on  the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
tliat  body,  and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  jour- 
nal thereof : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  constitution,  and  was  irregularly  and  iUegally 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
defence  which  belonged  to  every  citizen,  and  in 
subversion  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  law  and 
justice ;  because  President  Jackson  was  thereby 
adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
able offence,  and  a  stigma  placed  upon  him,  as  a 
violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and 
constitution,  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
of  an  impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence  : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  various 
shapes  and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
point  of  fact,  and  therefore  unjust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  as  irregular  and  unauthorized  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  because  the  said  President  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Taney,  as  specified  in  the  first  form 
of  the  resolve ;  nor  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  removing  the  deposits,  as  specified 
in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve  ;  nor  in  any 
.act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  specified  under 
the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nunciation contained  in  the  third  and  last  form  of 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was 
uncertain  and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the 
laws  and  constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted 
power  and  authority  in  the  late  executive  proceedings 
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in  relation  to  the  public  revenue  ;  without  specifying 
what  part  of  the  executive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  public  revenue,  was  intended  to  be  referred 
to ;  or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and  constitution  were 
supposed  to  have  been  infringed  ;  or  in  what  part  of 
the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  administration, 
these  late  proceedings  were  supposed  to  have  taken 
place ;  thereby  putting  each  Senator  at  liberty  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and 
secret  reason  of  his  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of 
the  Senate's  judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public, 
and  to  be  differently  and  diversely  interrupted  by 
individual  Senators,  according  to  the  private  and 
particular  understanding  of  each :  contrary  to  all  the 
ends  of  justice,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  legal  or  judi- 
cial proceedings ;  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
accused,  who  could  not  know  against  what  to  defend 
himself;  and  to  the  loss  of  senatorial  responsibil- 
ity, by  shielding  Senators  from  public  accountabil- 
ity for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
which  the  public  cannot  know,  and  which,  if 
known,  might  prove  insufficient  in  law,  or  unfounded 
in  fact : 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been 
objected  to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient 
to  sustain  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  well  believed  that  no  majority  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  specifications,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover, 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate,  in  consequence  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon;  the  said  specifications  could  not  after- 
wards be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  legal  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn ;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  charges  therein  contained : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences 
against  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption 
of  the  said  resolve,  before  any  impeachment  preferred 
by  the  House,  was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House;  not  warranted  by  the  constitution;  a  sub- 
version of  justice ;  a  prejudication  of  a  question 
which  might  legally  come  before  the  Senate ;  and  a 
disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  constitu- 
tional duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  same  offence : 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  argu- 
mentative defence  and  protest  of  the  President  against 
the  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected 
and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  be  a 
breach  of  its  privileges,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  on  its  journal  or  printed  among  its  documents, 
while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  re- 
monstrances, against  the  President,  however  violent 
or  unfounded  and  calculated  to  inflame  the  people 
against  him,  were  duly  and  honorably  received,  en- 
comiastically  commented  upon  in  speeches,  read  at 
the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long  list 
of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  public  archives, 
and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public  documents 
of  the  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
posterity : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  introduced, 


debated,  and  adopted  at  a  time  and  under  circum- 
stances which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt 
which  that  institution  was  then  making  to  produce 
a  panic  and  pressure  in  the  country ;  to  destroy  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  President  Jackson,  to  par- 
alyze his  administration ;  to  govern  the  elections ; 
to  bankrupt  the  State  banks;  ruin  their  currency; 
fill  the  whole  Union  with  terror  and  distress;  and 
thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufferings  and  the  alarms 
of  the  people  the  restoration  of  the  deposits  and  the 
renewal  of  its  charter : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have 
been  received,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
or  admitted  to  entry  upon  its  journal :  Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from 
the  journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the 
session  1833-34  into  the  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the  said  resolve, 
and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  strong  letters, 
the  following  words:  " Expunged  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  this  16th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1831." 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  the  vote  was 
as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  NUes,  Page,  Kives, 
Robinson,  Euggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eobbins,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton,  ohserving  that  nothing  now 
remained  hut  for  the  Secretary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  order  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  that 
be  forthwith  done. 

The  Secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record 
of  the  Senate,  and,  opening  it  at  the  page  which 
contained  the  resolution  to  he  expunged,  did, 
in  the  presence  of  such  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  as  remained,  (many  having  retired,) 
proceed  to  draw  black  lines  entirely  round  the 
resolution,  and  to  indorse  across  the  lines  the 
words  "  Expunged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this 
16th  day  of  January!^  18S7." 

No  sooner  had  this  been  done,  than  hisses, 
lond  and  repeated,  were  heard  from  various 
parts  of  the  gallery. 

The  Chair,  (Mr.  Kisa,  of  Alabama.)  Clear 
the  galleries. 

Mr.  Benton.  I  hope  the  galleries  will  not 
be  cleared,  as  many  innocent  persons  will  be 
excluded,  who  have  been  guilty  of  no  violation 
of  order.  Let  the  rufEans  who  have  made  the 
disturbance  alone  be  apprehended.  I  hope  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  will  be  directed  to  enter  the 
gallery,  and  seize  the  ruffians,  ascertaining  who 
they  are  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Let  him  ap- 
prehend them,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  Let  him  seize  the  bank  ruiBans. 
I  hope  that  they  will  not  now  be  suffered  to 
insult  the  Senate,  as  they  did  when  it  was 
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Tinder  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when  ruffians,  with  arms  upon  them, 
insulted  us  with  impunity.  Let  them  be  taken 
and  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Here  is 
one  just  above  me,  that  may  easily  be  identi- 
fied— the  bank  ruffians ! 

The  order  to  clear  the  galleries  was  revoked, 
and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  directed  to  proceed 
into  the  galleries  and  apprehend  the  persons 
who  had  created  the  disorder.  In  a  very  few 
minutes  the  Sergeant-at-arms  returned,  and 
reported  to  the  Ohair  that  he  had  apprehended 
an  individual,  and  had  him  in  custody. 

Mr.  Bbston  moved  that  he  be  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MoEEis  opposed  the  motion,  and  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays ;  which,  being  ordered  and 
taken,  stood — yeas  17,  nays  8.  So  the  motion 
was  carried. 

It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Mooee  that  there 
was  not  a  quorum  present,  and  the  Ohair  at 
first  so  decided.  But,  on  being  reminded  that 
one  of  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  had  resign- 
ed, 25  was  a  majority  of  the  49  remaining,  he 
declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Moore  now  moved  an  adjournment ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  now  produced  and 
presented  an  individual  at  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

[He  was  a  tall,  well-dressed  man,  wrapped 
in  a  black  overcoat.] 

Mr.  Benton  said  that,  as  the  individual  had 
been  taken  from  among  the  respectable  au- 
dience in  the  gallery,  and  had  been  presented 
in  this  public  manner  with  all  eyes  fixed  upon 
him,  he  had  perhaps  been  sufficiently  pun- 
ished in  his  feelings.  Mr.  B.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  push  the  proceedings  any  further,  and 
therefore  moved  that  he  be  discharged  from 
custody. 

Mr.  MoKRis  considered  the  whole  proceeding 
as  very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had 
been  worthy  of  arrest,  he  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  defence.  A  citizen  had  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  not  in- 
formed for  what  reason,  nor  of  what  offence 
he  stood  charged ;  and  now  it  was  moved  that, 
without  a  hearing,  he  be  discharged  from  cus- 
tody. Call  you  this  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  justice 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ?  Is  it  in 
this  manner  that  citizens  are  to  be  treated  ?  It 
appears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Seviek  moved  an  adjournment ;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  RomNsoN,  near  whose  seat  the  person 
apprehended  then  stood,  proposed  that  the  in- 
dividual have  an  opportunity  to  purge  himself 
by  oath  from  the  contempt.  The  Senate  were 
not  to  presume  him  guilty ;  and  if  he  was  will- 
ing to  swear  that  he  intended  no  contempt,  he 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MoBBis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  his  discharge ;  and  they  were 
ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  if  the  individual 


was  ready  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  there, 
by  oath,  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he 
had  no  objection.    Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  EoBiNsoN  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the 
person  apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  answer  interrogatories. 

Mr.  Benton  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion 
for  his  discharge. 

The  Ohaie  reminded  him  that  he  could  not 
do  this,  inasmuch  as  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it 
had  been  ordered. 

Mr.  MoEEis  was  strongly  opposed  to  having 
the  individual  suddenly,  without  warning,  and 
without  opportunity  to  consult  counsel,  brought 
forward  to  take  his  oath,  and  undergo  interrog- 
atories. It  would  be  better  to  give  him  until 
to-morrow,  that  he  might  have  some  leisure  for 
reflection.  He  had  been  brought  up  here  be- 
fore the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  , 
require  him  thus  suddenly  to  be  put  upon  oath 
in  his  defence  was  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  moving  an  adjournment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Steange  thought  that  if  the  individual 
was  willing  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  undergo 
interrogatories,  he  was  certainly  the  best  judge 
of  his  own  rights.  He  best  knew  what  he 
could  undergo,  and  there  was  no  need  that 
Senators  should  become  his  advocates. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to 
purge  himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Senate,  it  was  very  well.  Let  him 
do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to  go  away  and  con- 
sult a  lawyer,  if  he  must  ask  a  lawyer  to-mor- 
row before  he  could  tell  whether  he  meant  to 
insult  the  Senate  to-night,  he  was  opposed  to 
it.  If  he  was  ready  to  swear,  let  him  do  it,  but 
no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  Ohaib  stated  to  Mr.  Moeeis  that  the  in- 
dividual in  custody  was  not  brought  up  without 
a  charge,  as  that  Senator  seemed  to  intimate. 
He  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  law  gave  the 
Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power  to 
protect  itself  in  aU  such  cases,  by  a  summary  pro- 
ceeding, and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  KoBiNsoN  again  said  that  the  individual 
in  custody  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  purg- 
ing himself  from  the  contempt. 

Some  confusion  prevailed.  But  the  motion 
for  his  discharge  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  put,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Ewing  of  Blinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Eives,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 23. 

Nat.— Mr.  WaU— 1. 

.The  individual  was  accordingly  discharged 
from  custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  ad- 
vanced, and,  addressing  the  Ohair,  said : 

"  Mr.  President,  am  I  not  to  be  permitted  to 
speak  in  my  own  defence  ?  " 
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The  Chair,  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms  :  "  Take 
Mm  out !  " 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Ttjesdat,  January  17. 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Kent,  having  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  jury  of  Washington  county,  protest- 
ing against  the  interference  of  citizens  from 
distant  States  in  respect  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  MoEEis  said  that  he  had  hundreds  of 
petitions  to  present  for  the  abolition  of  salvery ; 
and,  therefore,  he  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  printing  the  memorial 
which  had  just  been  presented.     Not  ordered. 

Mr.  Hfbbaed  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Kent,)  whether  it  would  not 
he  as  well  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  this  important  document,  for  the  purpose  of 
distribution,  as  it  might  be  productive  of  good. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  would  make  that 
motion.  It  was  a  most  important  paper,  and 
there  was  one  part  of  it  at  which  he  most 
heartily  rejoiced.  It  took  the  true  position — 
that  abolition  petitions  should  not  be  received. 
There  was  a  dangerous  and  mischievous  spirit 
at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  con- 
nected with  this  question.  It  was  only  at  the 
last  session  that  he  had  contended  for  what  the 
memorialists  suggest  to  Congress.  He  had 
urged  that  very  point,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  sup- 
porting this  motion.  He  would  second  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  trusting  that 
he  would  renew  it,  and  be  indulged  with  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  remarked  that  he  had  suggest- 
ed to  the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number,  not  on  account  of  his  own  feelings 
particularly,  but  because  he  believed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  individuals  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  on  this  subject  were  predicated  upon 
the  supposed  fact  that  the  people  living  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  in  favor  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  from  among  them. 

Mr.  NiLEs  said  that  the  question  was  not 
whether  petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  a 
somewhat  different  ground  from  the  present 
residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but 
whether  the  subject-matter  was  proper  for 
Congress  to  entertain,  even  so  far  as  to  print  a 
petition  which  might  operate  on  public  senti- 
ment. For  his  own  part,  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  act  decidedly  on  this  agitating 
topic.  He  had  no  doubt  that  these  petitioners 
had  a  deep  interest  in  what  they  requested. 
But,  nevertheless,  the  question  was  the  same 
as  respected  both  classes  of  petitioners,  and 
was  one  which  Congress  could  not  go  into  at 
all.    "When  the  subject  was  not  at  present  dis- 


cussed by  the  public,  and  when  it  was  desirable 
that  tranquillity  should  be  preserved,  why,  he 
asked,  should  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
agitate  the  question  now?  He  recollected 
perfectly  well,  that  at  the  last  session  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  went  so  far  as  to 
protest  against  the  reception  of  a  single  peti- 
tion, though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  those  not 
having  the  same  interest  as  the  gentleman 
whose  memorial  was  now  before  the  Senate, 
but  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  them  a  right 
to  come  here.  The  rule  in  regard  to  the  right 
of  petition  must  apply  equally  and  fairly,  and 
give  no  preference  to  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity over  another.  He  was,  then,  he  must 
say,  altogether  opposed  to  printing  the  memori- 
al, and  should  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that 
course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  cause  the  subject  to  be 
again  agitated  in  various  parts  of  the  Union. 
His  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Htjbbaed)  seemed  to 
think  that  by  the  distribution  of  the  memorial 
a  good  effect  might  be  produced  on  the  public 
mind.  He  could  not  agree  with  him  on  that 
point,  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  Congress  ought  not  to  entertain,  inas- 
much as  it  was  not  proper  that  they  should  act 
on  one  side  of  the  question  and  not  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  Beown  said  he  intended  to  vote  against 
the  extra  number.  If  he  were  to  vote  to  print 
an  extraordinary  number  of  the  memorial  sent 
here  by  the  grand  jury,  it  would  imply  that 
there  was  some  danger  of  Congress  being  about 
to  legislate  on  the  subject.  -  He  repeated  that 
should  an  extra  number  be  ordered,  the  idea 
would  be  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  given  to 
suspect,  that  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the 
matter.  Now,  as  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  the  slightest  ground  for  any  such  appre- 
hension, as  no  such  action  was  entertained  by 
either  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  had  a 
tendency  to  create  that  idea.  But,  besides  that, 
it  did  appear  to  him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for 
the  printing  of  an  extraordinary  number  of  a 
document  coming  from  private  individuals. 

Undoubtedly,  the  proper  course  of  gentlemen 
was,  not  to  do  any  act  here  which  would  pro- 
mote agitation.  Now,  he  contended  that  the 
printing  of  the  document  in  question,  and  the 
dissemination  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
did,  in  some  degree,  tend  to  increase  the  agita- 
tion in  reference  to  this  question. 

Why,  then,  he  would  ask,  should  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  lend  its  sanction  to  a  course 
which  would  induce  the  country  to  believe  that 
it  purposed  acting  on  the  subject  of  slavery? 
There  being  no  ground  to  apprehend  any  such 
movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  he  would 
do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  Congress  intended  to  interfere  with 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Linn  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  know 
whether  any  practical  benefits  were  likely  to 
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grow  out  of  circulating,  ty  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, copies  of  the  document  now  proposed  to 
he  printed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  proper 
remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Oolumhia  complained,  and  concern- 
ing which  they  had  directed  the  attention  of 
Congress?  "Was  their  property  in  danger? 
Were  the  laws  insufficient  to  protect  their 
slaves?  If  so,  let  us  then  march  directly  up 
to  the  subject,  and  enact  such  as  will  afford 
ample  security.  For  measures  of  a  practical 
nature,  he  would  give  his  vote  with  great  pleas- 
ure. He  said  he  was  well  aware  that  questions 
of  this  kind  came  up  here,  and  incidentally  im- 
pressed persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  wished  to  deprive  them  of  the  right 
to  he  heard  here,  and  of  the  right  to  petition. 
Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  erroneous. 
Refuse  to  receive  and  hear  an  abolition  peti- 
tion, and  you  render  the  abolitionists  a  thousand 
times  more  active  and  industrious  in  propagat- 
ing their  doctrines,  and  more  successful  in  en- 
listing the  sympathies  in  their  favor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  inherent  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  assemble  and  petition  for  a  redress  of 
grievances.  He  never  had  voted,  nor  never 
would  vote,  for  the  printing  and  disseminating 
an  abolition  memorial ;  so  likewise  he  would 
not  lend  his  aid  for  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
ment in  favor  of  slavery. 

On  the  great  question  of  slavery,  the  consti- 
tution and  lawg  would  "find  ample  support  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  great  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  to 
insure  tranquillity,  was  to  let  this  exciting  topic 
alone. 

Mr.  MoEEis  renewed  his  motion  for  the  yeas 
and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  printing 
the  usual  number  of  copies — yeas  34,  nays  5. 


Wednesdat,  January  18. 

Mr.  CuinBEET,  of   Georgia,  appeared 
took  his  seat. 


and 


TmjESDAT,  January  19. 

Hon.  Thomas  Olatton,  Senator  elect  from 
the  State  of  Delaware,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
dated  the  16  th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  trans- 
lation of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July 
last,  by  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and 
a  copy  .of  my  reply  to  the  same  on  the  4th  of  Sfep- 
tember.  No  other  communication  on  the  subject  of 
the  resolution  referred  to  has  been  made  to  the 
E-Kccutive  by  any  other  foreign  Government,  or  by 
any  person  claiming  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexico. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washingtok,  January  18,  1837. 


[tkahslation.J 

The  President  of  the  Mexican  RepuhUc  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Columbia,  (in  Texas,)  July  4,  1836. 

Much  esteemed  Sie  :  In  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
which  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public 
man,  I  came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six 
thousand  Mexicans.  The  chances  of  war,  made 
inevitable  by  circumstances,  reduced  me  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  prisoner,  in  which  I  still  remain,  as  you 
may  have  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  General  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor.  General 
Thomas  J.  Rusk,  for  the  termination  of  the  war,  the 
decision  of  the  President  and  cabinet  of  Texas  in 
favor  of  a  proper  compromise  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  produced  the 
conventions  of  which  I  send  you  copies  enclosed, 
and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  General  Filisola,  my 
second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river  Brazos, 
where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  that  General  Filisola  would 
religiously  comply,  so  far  as  fioncerned  himself,  the 
President  and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  should  set  off 
for  Mexico,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements ; 
and,  with  that  intent,  I  embarked  on  board  the 
schooner  Invincible,  which  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Unfortunately,  however,  some 
indiscreet  persons  raised  a  mob,  which  obliged  the 
authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force,  and  brought 
back  into  strict  captivity.  This  incident  has  pre- 
vented me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I  should 
otherwise  have  arrived  early  in  last  month ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  country, 
doubtless  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  has  with- 
drawn the  command  of  the  army  from  General 
Filisola,  and  has  ordered  liis  successor,  General 
Urrea,  to  continue  its  operations.  In  obedience  to 
which  order,  that  general  is,  according  to  the  latest 
accounts,  already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have 
some  reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  de- 
monstrate the  necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my 
going  to  Mexico,  according  to  the  convention ;  but 
the  excitement  of  the  public  mind  has  increased 
with  the  return  of  the  Mexican  army  to  Texas.  Such 
is  the  state  of  things  here  at  present.  The  contin- 
uation of  the  war,  and  of  its  disasters,  is  therefore 
inevitable,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard,  in 
proper  time,  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  indi- 
vidual. It  appears  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in 
your  power  to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfer- 
ing in  favor  of  the  execution  of  the  said  convention, 
which  shall  be  strictly  fulfilled  on  my  part.  When 
I  offered  to  treat  with  this  Government,  I  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  useless  for  Mexico  to  continue  the 
war.  I  have  acquired  exact  information  respecting 
this  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four  months 
ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
country  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compa- 
tible with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
myself  for  its  glory  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have 
hesitated  to  subject  myself  to  torments  or  death, 
rather  than  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico 
could  thereby  have  obtained  the  slightest  benefit. 
1  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  proper  to  terminate 
this  question  by  political  negotiation :  that  convic- 
tion alone  determined  me  sincerely  to  agree  to  what 
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has  been  stipulated ;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  malte 
to  you  this  frank  declaration.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to 
favor  me  by  a  like  confidence  on  your  part ;  afford 
me  the  satisfaction  of  avoiding  approaching  evils, 
and  of  contributing  to  that  good  which  my  heart 
advises.  Let  us  enter  into  negotiations  by  which 
the  friendship  between  your  nation  and  the  Mexican 
may  be  strengthened,  both  being  amicably  engaged 
in  giving  being  and  stability  to  a  people  who  are 
desirous  of  appearing  in  the  political  world ;  and 
who,  under  the  protection  of  the  two  nations,  will 
attain  its  object  within  a  few  years. 

The  Mexicans  are  magnanimous  when  treated 
with  consideration.  I  will  clearly  set  before  them 
the  proper  and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble 
and  frank  conduct  on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  they  will  act  thus  as  soon  as  they  have  been 
convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  the 
sentiments  which  animate  me ;  and  with  which  I 
remain  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mexican  Republic. 

Hermitage,  September  4,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  which  has  been 
forwarded  to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  under 
cover  of  one  from  him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from 
General  Gaines,  who  is  in  command  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  the  Texian  frontier.  The  great 
object  of  these  communications  appears  to  be,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  disasters  which  necessarily  attend  the 
civil  war  now  raging  in  Texas,  and  asking  the  inter- 
position of  the  United  States  in  furthering  so  humane 
and  desirable  a  purpose.  That  any  well-intended 
effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  object  should  have 
been  defeated,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  regret  of 
all  who  justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  causes  which  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  in  her  domestic  as  well 
as  her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever 
anxious  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all 
nations.  But  it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  all 
nations  have  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  change, 
their  own  Government,  as  the  sovereign  power,  the 
people,  may  direct.  In  this  respect,  it  never  interferes 
with  the  policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  permit 
any  on  the  part-of  others  with  its  internal  pohcy. 
Consistently  with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can  do 
to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or 
remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully 
at  the  service  of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  upon 
our  good  offices  as  a  friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which 
you,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  have  made 
with  Texas,  and  which  invites  the  interposition  of 
the  United  States,  you  will  at  once  see  that  we  are 
forbidden,  by  the  character  of  the  communications 
made  to  us  through  the  Mexican  minister,  from  con- 
sidering it.  That  Government  has  notified  us  that, 
as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will  be 
regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to  you 
that  good  faith  to  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  general 


principle  to  which  I  have  adverted,  as  forming  the 
basis  of  our  intercourse  with  all  foreign  powers, 
make  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  any  step  like  that 
you  have  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico  should 
signify  her  willingness  to  avail  herself  of  our  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  result  you  have 
described,  nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it.  To  be  instru- 
mental in  terminating  the  evils  of  civil  war,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blessings  of  peace,  is  a 
divine  privilege.  Every  Government,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  all  countries,  should  feel  it  their  highest 
happiness  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  thus  manifest- 
ing their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  interest  in  the 
general  principles  which  apply  to  them  all  as  mem- 
bers of  the  common  family  of  man. 

Tour  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Texian  army,  will  be  made 
the  basis  of  an  early  interview  with  the  Mexican 
minister  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  my 
return  to  Washington,  to  which  place  I  will  se^  out 
in  a  few  days,  expecting  to  reach  it  by  the  1st  of 
October.  In  the  meantime,  I  hope  Mexico  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamities, 
will  pause  before  another  compaign  is  undertaken, 
and  can  add  to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of  blood- 
shed which  have  already  marked  the  progress  of  their 
contest,  and  have  given  so  much  pain  to  their  Christian 
friends  throughout  the  world. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who 
will  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AiTDEEW  JACKSON. 
To  Gen.  Antonio  Lopbz  de  Santa  Anna. 

The  Message  and  documents  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Peestou  said  it  would  strike  the  Senate 
at'once  that  since  the  date  of  the  letter  -written 
by  Santa  Anna,  his  situation  had  been  very 
much  changed.     On  the  4th  of  July  last  he 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Texans,  but 
had  been  subsequently  released,  and  was  now 
in  the    city  of   Washington.     According    to 
the  terms  and  purport  of  the  correspondence, 
it  would  appear  that  it  was  carried  on  whilst 
Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner.     The  President  of 
the  United  States,  aware  of  that  fact,  had  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  unable,  in  consequence, 
to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  him  while  so 
situated.     But  now,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  just 
stated,  Santa  Anna  was  in  this  city,  and  could 
negotiate  on  the  subject  up  to  April  next ;  but 
whether  he  would  or  would  not,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
could  not  say ;  nor  was  it  very  material  to  the 
purpose  Mr.  P.  had  in  hand.     There  was  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  Texas  offered  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
and  which  had  been  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-day ;  what  disposition  he  wished  to  make 
of  it,  he  was  not  aware.    It  was  a  matter  for 
the  gentleman's  discretion.     The  correspond- 
ence which  had  been  laid  before  the  Senate, 
however,  would  not,  in  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  opinion, 
render  it  necessary  to  change  the  language  of 
the  resolution.     Concurring,  as  he  did,  with 
that  resolution,  he  would  now  say  that  he  was 
prepared  to  establish  the  fact,  that  upon  the 
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recognized  principles  of  national  law,  the  prac- 
tice of  tWs  Government,  and  the  policy  of  the 
country,  she  ought,  as  was  her  duty,  to  make 
a  prompt,  speedy,  and  absolute  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Texas.  He  hoped,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  be  able  to  prove  this.  He  in- 
sisted that  her  independence  should  be  immedi- 
ately acknowleged,  and  that,  too,  without  any 
regard  to  what  might  be  said  or  done  by  Santa 
Anna,  for  his  authority  had  ceased  in  Texas 
forever.  After  having  heard  read  the  present 
and  the  other  Message  of  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject,  it  was  not  his  desire  that 
any  thing  should  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  would  have  the  eifect  of  contravening, 
running  counter  to,  or  obstructing,  any  pur- 
pose of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understood  that  the  Presi- 
dent, when  he  sent  his  former  Message,  had 
submitted  this  matter  to  Congress  for  their 
consideration,  being  willing  to  carry  into  eifect 
what  they  might  deem  right  and  proper ;  but 
there  were,  at  that  time,  some  difficulties  in  the 
way,  which  prevented  his  recommending  the 
adoption  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  It 
seemed  to  him  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  not  been  aware  of  the 
fact  that  another  expedition  under  General 
Bravo  was  about  to  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  to  Congress 
to  do  something  in  reference  to  settling  the  war 
between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
General  Bravo,  and  then  concluded  with  saying 
that  all  be  desired  was  that  Congress  should 
proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  immediately  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas.  She  was  entitled  to  it ; 
she  had  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sooner  it  was  granted  the  better. 
He  would  await  the  action  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  as 
well  as  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  when  he  would 
have  something  further  to  say  on  the  subject. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Satueday,  January  21. 
Foreign  Emigrants. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Wirtsborough,  Sullivan  county. 
New  York,  and  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  document  was  accordingly  read,  and 
proved  to  be  a  kind  of  remonstrance,  on  the 
subject  of  Roman  Catholic  emigrants  to  the 
country,  brought  in  under  the  auspices  of  Popes, 
Cardinals,  Bishops,  &o.  It  insisted  on  the  im- 
propriety and  inexpediency  of  allowing  so  many 
persons  to  enter  the  country,  whose  practice 
and  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directly  hostile 
to  our  republican  institutions,  and  especially 
prayed  Congress  to  institute  commissions,  lq 
Vol.  Xm.— 11 


various  parts  of  the  country,  to  procure  infor- 
mation and  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  said  some  of  the  objects  prayed  for 
this  Government  had  no  power  to  grant,  how- 
ever alarming  to  these  good  and  religious  people 
the  evils  complained  of  and  the  progress  of 
papacy  might  be.  But  there  was  one  object 
which  Mr.  C.  thought  might  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of 
Congress ;  and  that  was  a  change  in  our  laws 
of  naturalization.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee ;  and  it  was  so  referred. 


Tuesday,  January  24. 
PuhUe  Lands. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  in  limited  quantities. 

The  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  Tipton's 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  "  that  all  lands  that  have  been 
in  the  market  ten  years,  and  remain  unsold, 
shall  be  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre ;  and 
all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
one  dollar ;  provided  that  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  be  sold  to  one  pur- 
chaser." 

Messrs.  Ewinq-  and  Clay  spoke  against  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Dana  and  Tipton  for  it. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tipton  was 
rejected  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tipton,  "Walker,  White — 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge — 19. 

Mr.  Benton  then  oifered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  head  of  a 
family,  young  man  over  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
or  widow,  not  having  received  a  donation  of  land 
from  the  United  States,  and  being  or  wishing  to 
become  an  actual  settler  on  any  parcel  of  public 
land  which  shall  have  remained  five  years  unsold 
after  having  been  offered  at  private  sale  at  one 
dollar  arid  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  not 
exceeding  in  quantity  the  amount  of  one  quarter  sec- 
tion, to  demand  and  receive,  from  the  proper  register 
and  receiver,  a  written  permission  to  settle  on  the 
same,  upon  payment,  to  be  made  to  the  proper 
receiver,  of  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre ; 
and  if  such  person,  so  applying  for  and  receiving 
such  permission,  shall  forthwith  settle  on  the  said  land, 
and  he  or  sho,  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  legal  represent- 
atives, shall  cultivate  the  siune  for  five  successive 
years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  proper 
proof  being  made,  before  the  register  and  receiver, 
of  such  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citizenship,  a 
patent  shall  issue  for  the  said  land  to  the  person  who 
received  such  permission,  or  his  or  her  heira  or  legal 
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representatives.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged  to  all  persons  who  may  settle  on 
the  public  lands,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  that  no  dispensation  shall  at  any  time  be 
granted  to  any  individual  from  complying  with  the 
substantial  conditions  herein  prescribed.  And  if 
due  proof  of  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citizen- 
ship, as  herein  required,  he  not  made  within  one 
year  next  after  the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the 
said  land  shall  again  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale, 
as  land  belonging  to  the  United  States.  And  if  two 
or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  for  the  same 
parcel  of  land,  then  the  register  and  receiver  shall 
immediately  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
them,  according  to  priority  of  settlement  and  other 
equitable  circumstances ;  and  where  these  are  equal, 
the  decision  shall  be  made  by  lot. 

The  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption  hj 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Eobinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White — 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Eobbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wright — 20. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 


Thtjesdat,  January  26. 
Mieliigan  Senators  Admitted. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  stating  that  the 
President  had  signed  the  hill  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John  Noevell 
and  the  Hon.  Lucius  Lyon,  elected  hy  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  the 
10th  November,  1835,  to  represent  that  State 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  were  read 
by  the  Secretary ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundt,  the  usual  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  to  Messrs.  Noevell  and  Lton 
by  the  Vice  President,  and  they  took  their  seats 
in  the  Senate. 

Treasury  Circular. 

Mr.  Walkee  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  and  take  up  the  bill  designating  and 
limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  dues  by  the 
United  States. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  hill  was  de- 
cided by — yeas  33,  nays  12. 

Mr.  EivES  thereupon  offered  an  amendment, 
to  extend  the  prohibition  respecting  the  notes 
of  banks  issuing  notes  of  small  denominations, 
so  as  to  embrace,  after  the  30th  of  December, 
1841,  notes  of  $20.  [The  bill  only  extended  to 
those  of  five  and  of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  a  short 
speech,  m-ging  the  moral  effect  of  the  measure 


and  its  necessity,  as  the  only  means  of  effect- 
ing the  enlargement  of  the  specie  basis  of  our 
circulation. 

Mr.  Ewmo-  referred  to  a  provision  in  the  bill 
vvhich  requires  the  deposit  banks  to  receive 
and  pass  to  the  credit  of  Government  all  such 
bank  notes  as  they  receive  in  general  deposit. 
This  took  away  their  power  to  oppress,  and.  re- 
conciled him  to  the  bill,  which  should  now 
have  his  vote.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Eives'  amend- 
ment would  he  to  confine  the  circulation  of  the 
large  notes  in  the  West  to  the  banks  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  deposit  banks,  while  all 
the  small  notes  circulating  there  would  be  those 
of  banks  at  a  distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  less 
consequence  that  their  notes  should  be  receiv- 
ed at  the  land  oflices  than  that  their  small  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Niles,  and  a  brief 
speech  from  Mr.  Walkee,  the  question  on  Mr. 
Eives'  amendment  was  decided  by : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  IlUnois,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Kives,  Kobinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright 
—25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Eobbuis,  Southard,  Swift,  TomUnson — 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrossment. 


Peidat,  January  27. 

Michigan  Senators. 

Mr.  Geunbt  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  May,  1789. 

Mr.  Geundt  observed,  that  before  submitting 
the  motion  to  carry  the  I'esolution  into  effect,  a 
word  of  explanation  would  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary. There  were,  according  to  the  constitution, 
three  classes  of  Senators ;  and  there  was  an 
equal  number  of  each,  until  the  coming  in  of 
the  Senators  from  Arkansas ;  but  one  of  them 
drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  number 
three,  of  course  there  were  more  of  these  num- 
bers than  of  number  two.  This  he  had  in 
view  in  drawing  up  the  motion ;  and,  by  provid- 
ing that  numbers  two  and  three  only  shaU  be 
drawn,  the  inequality  would  be  lessened. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundy,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  wliich  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  a  blank,  and 
each  Senator  shall  draw  cut  one  paper;  that  the 
Senator  who  shall  draw  the  paper  nmnber  two  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
service  will  expire  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839 ; 
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that  the  Secretary  then  put  into  the  ballot  box  two 
papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  shall  be  numbered 
one,  and  the  other  shall  be  numbered  three,  and  the 
other  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  paper ;  that  if  the 
paper  drawn  be  number  one,  the  Senator  shall  be 
inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  ser- 
vice will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837,  and  if 
the  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  the  Senator  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
service  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  Messrs. 
NonvELL  and  Lyon  proceeded  to  draw  ballots 
for  their  respective  classes ;  when  Mr.  Lyon, 
drawing  numher  two,  was  classed  with  the 
Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expires  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1839  ;  and  Mr.  Noeybll,  drawing 
numher  three,  was  classed  with  the  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  8d  of 
March,  1841. 

American  Colonization  Society. 
Mr.  Clay  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
her of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
stating  that  they  had,  a  numher  of  years  past, 
formed  an  association  for  colonizing  free  ne- 
groes, with  their  own  consent,  On  the  coast  of 
Africa ;  that  many  donations  had  heen  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  lands,  which  last  species 
of  property  they  could  not  render  available,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  having  a  charter ;  and 
praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  hold  and  convey  real  estate.  Mr.  0. 
moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Oalhous:  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  thought  fit  to  present  this  me- 
morial, and  deprecated  any  discussion  or  agita- 
tion of  the  subject,  which  he  thought  would 
rather  tend  to  increase  than  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  had  been  produced  by  an  in- 
Judicious  interference  with  a  question  of  much 
delicacy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  ref- 
erence of  the  memorial,  hut  he  Indulged  the 
hope  that  the  committee  would  see  the  propri- 
ety of  not  acting  on  it  during  this  session. 

Mr.  Clay  regretted  extremely  that  there 
should  have  been  any  expression,  even  in  a 
modified  form,  in  opposition  to  the  object  which 
the  memorialists  desire  to  attain.  The  day 
would  come,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  when 
the  people  living  in  all  portions  of  this  vast 
continent  would  become  converts  to  the  Amer- 
ican colonization  scheme,  and  become  convinc- 
ed of  its  utility,  and  the  humane  principles  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  in  striving  to  amelio- 
rate the  present  condition  of  the  African  race. 
The  object,  then,  of  the  memorialists  was  to 
send  free  negroes,  with  their  own  voluntary 
consent,  to  Liberia.  They  do  not  desire  to 
touch  any  interest  or  any  property — to  afifect 
any  right  of  any  citizen  here,  or  in  the  States. 
The  memorialists  come  here  and  tell  the  Sen- 
ate that  many  donations  have  been  made  to 
theui,  from  time  to  time,  both  in  land  and 
nioney,  and  it  was  of  the  highest  importance 
that  such  an  act  as  they  applied  for  should  he 


granted.  He  might  remind  the  Senate  of  a  do- 
nation that  was  given  the  Colonization  Society 
by  one  of  the  hest  and  greatest  men  this  country 
had  ever  produced — he  meant  the  late  venerable 
ex-President  Madison.  He  bequeathed  the  do- 
nation (on  account  of  there  not  being  in  exist- 
ence such  an  act  as  these  memorialists  pray  for) 
to  Mr.  Gurley,  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
Although,  in  the  present  case,  the  trust  was 
faithfully  executed,  in  other  cases  it  might  not 
be ;  hence,  therefore,  the  memorialists  ask  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  that  they  can 
receive  what  may  he  given  them.  Now,  the 
object  was  dear,  was  interesting,  was  just,  was 
natural ;  and  he  could  not  but  express  his  hope 
that  an  act  of  incorporation  would  be  granted 
them. 

Mr.  OALHOim  said  that  from  the  first  to  the 
last  he  had  been  nnder  the  impression  that  any 
interference  with  the  objects  of  this  society  by 
the  General  Government  would  not  only  he 
unconstittitional,  but  would  have  the  most  mis- 
chievous eflfeots.  He  would  remind  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  mentioned  the  late 
Mr.  Madigon  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  that  that  great  statesman  was 
so  strict  in  his  notions  as  to  the  granting  of 
charters  by  the  General  Government,  that  he 
had  vetoed  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  a 
church  in  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky must  know  that  great  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  wisest  and  hest  men  of  the 
country  as  to  the  ultJtaate  good  to  be  effected 
by  this  society ;  and  that  the  prevailing  opinion 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  South 
was  against  it.  Nine-tenths  of  the  Southern 
people  at  least,  said  Mr.  0.,  were  opposed  to 
any  interference  with  the  objects  of  this  society 
by  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Buchanan  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky ;  and  that  was, 
that,  if  an  act  of  incorporation  be  granted  at 
all,  it  must  not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  must  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  Union.  It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  that  this  was  not  a  proper  subject  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  was  a  committee  having  a 
great  deal  of  business  to  attend  to,  though  not 
of  a  character  of  such  general  importance  as 
was  connected  with  this  memorial.  He  should, 
therefore,  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a 
special  committee  on  this  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  understood  the  matter 
perfectly  well,  and  should  he  placed  at  the 
head  of  it,  and  conld  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  would  meet  general  approbation. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  he  understood  the 
subject,  and  had  determined  to  make  his  pro- 
position as  free  from  objection  as  possible; 
and,  therefore,  he  limited  the  powers  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  this  District  only.  He  was 
perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attempt  to  give  it  a 
general  character,  so  that  the  society  might  es- 
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tablish  branches  liere  and  there,  a  constitution- 
al question  would  arise.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  select  committee.  He  (Mr.  0.)  did  him- 
self doubt  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
pass  an  act  of  incorporation  which  should  have 
powers  beyond  the  District  of  Columbia.  But 
as  to  the  memorial,  he  would  say  that,  as  it 
came  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  proper 
reference  was  to  the  committee  having  charge 
of  its  affairs,  to  which  it  might  be  sent ;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  report  a  bill  as  speedily  as 
possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  OALHOuisr  conceived  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  taken  the  proper  view 
of  this  question.  He  thought,  too,  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself  view  the 
subject  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 
A  mysterious  Providence  had  brought  the 
black  and  the  white  people  together  from 
different  parts  of  the  globe,  and  no  human 
power  could  now  separate  them.  The  whites 
are  a  European  race,  being  masters ;  and  the 
Africans  are  the  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He 
believed  that  they  could  exist  among  us  peace- 
ably enough,  if  undisturbed,  for  all  time  ;  and 
it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Colonization  Society, 
and  all  the  other  schemes  which  had  been  got- 
ten up  through  mistaken  notions  of  philanthro- 
py, in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  the  Aft'ican,  had  a  wrong 
foundation,  and  were  calculated  to  disturb  the 
existing  relations  beween  the  two  races,  and 
the  relations  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
He  knew  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  viewed 
the  subject  in  a  very  different  light,  for  he  had 
stated  on  many  occasions  he  opinions  the  held. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  believed  that  the  very  existence  of 
the  South  depended  upon  the  existing  relations 
being  kept  up,  and  that  every  scheme  which 
might  be  introduced,  having  for  its  object  an 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  was 
pregnant  with  danger  and  rain.  It  was  a  be- 
nevolent object,  and  highly  desirable  that  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  Christianity  should 
be  introduced  into  benighted  Africa ;  but  this 
was  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  free  negroes  than  with 
slaves ;  and  if  Africa  was  to  be  Christianized 
and  civilized,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  done 
by  this  Government  acting  beyond  its  constitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  him,  whether  the  memorial  should 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Pebston  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
memorial  might  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District. 

Mr.  Steangb  said  that  he  should  be  compel- 
led to  vote  against  the  reference  of  the  memo- 
rial to  any  committee  whatsoever.  He  coincid- 
ed in  opinion  with  both  the  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  tliat,  were  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion passed,  its  effects  would  be  coextensive 


with  the  Union  itself.  And  he  should  depre- 
cate more  the  location  of  a  society  at  this  point 
than  at  any  other,  because  of  its  commanding 
position,  and  on  account  of  its  indicating  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  delicate 
and  important  a  subject.  It  was  impossible  to 
be  so  obtuse  as  not  to  see  that  this  society, 
with  its  Briareus  arms,  would  exercise  a  great 
influence  over  the  interests  of  the  Southern 
country.  "What  would  be  its  effects,  but  to 
hold  out  to  the  slave  population  a  desire  to  be- 
come free  ?  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  They  did 
not  generally  desire  freedom,  in  their  degraded 
condition,  and  most  of  the  slaves  preferred  liv- 
ing in  that  condition.  But  when,  an  induce- 
ment was  held  out  to  them,  it  was  done  to 
make  them  discontented  with  the  situation  in 
which  God  had  placed  them.  He  had  been 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  for  the  same  reason,  nearly,  he  was  now 
also  opposed  to  granting  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  the  Colonization  Society  in  this  District,  be- 
cause, in  its  very  nature,  its  operations  could 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Mr.  EivES  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia;  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  expressing  any  opinion 
that  the  objects 'of  this  society  could  be  accom- 
plished by  the  aid  of  Congress.  While  he  did 
not  believe  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  any  society  whose  objects  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  the  District,  and 
were  coextensive  with  the  Union,  he  was  yet 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  reference,  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  acts  of  this  society  were  to 
be  confined  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling 
that  the  memorial  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  it 
was  general  in  its  character,  as  many  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think ;  and  that  was  to  his  mind  the 
very  reason  why  it  shoiild  not  be  sent  to  this 
committee,  whose  duty  was  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness connected  only  with  the  ten  miles  square, 
and  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  people  living 
within  that  space.     It  was  quite  palpable  that 
no  corporate  body  of  this  character  could  be 
established  here,  without  affecting  the  whole 
Union.     Why  did  not  the  society,  instead  of  ' 
coming  to  Congress  for  an_act  of  incorporation, 
apply  to  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Their  object  was  clear ;  and  he  could  not  but 
regard  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  more  ex- 
tended operations,  and  it  should  be  frustrated  , 
at  once.     He  had  never  thrown  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  what  he  considered  praiseworthy 
and  meritorious  on  the  part  of  the  Colonization 
Society  ;  but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  lend  them  any  assistance.     Mr.  K.  concluded 
by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table— ayes 
24,  noes  13. 
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The  following  bill  was  read  a  third  time : 

A  bill  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  <i:c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
■whether  arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales 
of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein 
provided :  that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are 
payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  lagal 
currency  of  the  United  States,  under  the  following 
restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes, 
to  wit :  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall 
be  received  on  account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  pro- 
hibition shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks 
issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  notes 
shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of  the 
public  money  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to 
pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash : 
Froiiidcd,  Tliat  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refuse  to 
receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  receives  on  general  deposit,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposits  from  said  bank. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  Beoton  rose  and  commenced  his  speech 
against  its  passage  with  stating  the  reason  why 
he  had  not  spoken  the  evening  before,  when 
the  question  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill.  lie  said  that  he  could  not  have  foreseen 
that  the  subject  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bill  for  limiting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers,  would  be  laid  down  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  this  subject  out  of  its 
order ;  and,  therefore,  had  not  brought  with 
him  some  memorandums  which  he  intended  to 
use  when  this  subject  came  up.  He  did  not 
choose  to  ask  for  delay,  because  his  habit  was 
to  speak  to  subjects  when  they  were  called ; 
and  in  this  particular  case  lie  did  not  think  it 
material  when  he  spoke  ;  for  he  was  very  well 
aware  that  his  speaking  would  not  affect  the 
fate  of  the  bill.  It  would  pass,  and  that  was 
known  to  all  in  the  chamber.  It  was  known 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewixo)  who  in- 
dulged himself  in  saying  he  thought  otherwise 
a  few  days  ago  ;  but  that  was  only  a  good-na- 


tured way  of  stimulating  his  friends,  and  bring- 
ing them  up  to  the  scratch.  The  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would 
have  the  vote  of  the  opposition,  and  a  division 
of  the  administration  vote.  Why,  then,  did  he 
speak?  Because  it  was  due  to  his  position, 
and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency 
questions,  to  express  his  sentiments  more  fully 
on  this  bill,  so  vital  to  the  general  currency, 
than  could  be  done  by  a  mere  negative  vote. 
He  should,  therefore,  speak  against  it,  and 
should  direct  his  attention  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Public  Land  Committee,  which  had  so 
totally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
on  this  subject.  The  recision  of  the  Treasury- 
order  was  introduced  a  resolution — it  went  out 
a  resolution — but  it  came  back  a  bill,  and  a 
bill  to  regulate,  not  the  land  office  receipts 
only,  but  all  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become 
statute  law,  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the 
revenues,  and  to  repeal  all  other  laws  upon  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  In  this  new  form 
it  assumes  an  importance,  and  acquires  an 
effect,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolution,  and  be- 
comes, in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  a  totally  new 
measure.  Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he 
had,  in  his  first  speech  on  this  subject,  given  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  two  main  objects  were  pro- 
posed to  be  accomplished  by  the  rescinding  res- 
olution :  first,  the  implied  condemnation  of 
President  Jackson  for  violating  the  laws  and 
constitution,  and  destroying  the  prosperity  of 
the  country ;  and,  secondly,  the  imposition  of 
the  paper  currency  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Government.  With  respect  to  the  first 
of  these  objects,  he  presumed  it  was  fully  prov- 
ed by  the  speeches  of  all  the  opposition  Sen- 
ators who  had  spoken  on  this  subject;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  second,  he  believed  it  would 
find  its  proof  in  the  change  which  the  original 
resolution  had  undergone^  and  the  form  it  was 
now  assuming  of  statute  law,  and  especially 
with  the  proviso  which  was  added  at  the  end 
of  the  second  section. 

Having  remarked  upon  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  that  a  paper  currency,  com- 
posed of  the  notes  of  a  thousand  local  banks, 
not  only  might  become  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government,  but  was  evidently  intend- 
ed to  be  made  its  currency ;  and  that,  in  the 
face  of  all  the  protestations  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  favor  of  re-establishing  the 
national  gold  currency,  Mr.  B.  would  now  take 
up  the  bill  of  the  committee  under  two  or  three 
other  aspects,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mistaken  in 
its  design  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  its  effect. 
In  the  first  place,  it  transferred  the  business  of 
suppressing  the  small-note  circulation  from  the 
deposit  braj^h  to  the  collecting  branch  of  the 
public  revenue.  At  present,  this  business  was 
in  a  course  of  progress  through  the  deposit 
banks,  as  a  condition  of  holding  the  public 
moneys,  and,  as  such,  had  a  place  in  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  and  also  had  a  place 
in  the  President's  message  of  the  last  session, 
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where  the  suppression  of  paper  currency  under 
twenty  dollars  was  expressly  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  deposit  hanks,  and  as  a  condition 
of  their  retaining  the  public  deposits.  It  was 
through  the  deposit  hanks,  and  not  through  the 
reception  of  local  bank  paper,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  small  notes  should  be  effected.  In  the 
next  place,  he  objected  to  the  committee's  bill, 
because  it  proposed  to  make  a  bargain  with 
each  of  the  thousand  banks  now  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon 
be  born,  and  to  give  them  a  right — a  right  by 
law — to  have  their  notes  received  at  the  federal 
Treasury.  He  was  against  such  a  bargain.  He 
had  no  idea  of  making  a  contract  with  these 
thousand  banks  for  the  reception  of  their  notes. 
He  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and 
giving  them  a  right  to  plead  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  against  us,  if,  at  any  time, 
after  having  agreed  to  receive  their  notes,  upon 
condition  that  they  would  give  up  their  small 
circulation,  they  should  choose  to  say  we  had 
impaired  the  contract  by  not  continuing  to  re- 
ceive them ;  and  so  either  relapse  into  the  issue 
of  this  small  trash,  or  have  recourse  to  the  ju- 
dicial process  to  compel  the  United  States  to 
abide  the  contract,  and  continue  the  reception 
of  all  their  notes.  Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  of  letting 
down  this  Federal  Government  to  such  petty 
and  inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thousand 
moneyed  corporations.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  act  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should  pre- 
scribe conditions,  and  not  make  bargains.  It 
should  give  the  law.  He  was  against  these 
bargains,  even  if  they  were  good  ones ;  but 
they  were  bad  bargains,  wretchedly  bad,  and 
ought  to  be  rejected  as  such,  even  if  all  higher 
and  nobler  considerations  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. "What  is  the  consideration  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individual 
agreement  with  each  bank  by  itself,  that  in 
three  years  it  will  cease  to  issue  notes  under 
ten  dollars,  and  in  iive  years  it  wiU  cease  to  is- 
sue notes  under  twenty  dollars.  What  is  the 
price  which  she  pays  for  this  consideration  ?  In 
the  first  place,  it  receives  the  not'es  of  such  banks 
as  gold  and  silver  at  all  the  land  offices,  custom- 
houses, and  post  offices,  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  course,  pays  them  out  again  as  gold  and 
silver  to  all  her  debtors.  In  the  next  place,  it 
compels  the  deposit  banks  to  credit  them  as 
cash.  In  the  third  place,  it  accredits  the  whole 
circulation  of  the  banks,  and  makes  it  current 
all  over  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
universal  receivability  for  all  federal  dues.  In 
other  words,  it  indorses,  so  far  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, the  whole  circulation  of  every  bank 
that  comes  into  the  bargain  thus  proposed. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  wretched  bargain  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States — f*  bargain  in 
which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous  to  her ;  for 
the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the 
sooner  will  her  Treasury  be  filled  with  un- 
available funds. 


Mr.  B.  had  been  at  work  for  iive  years  to 
procure  the  suppression  of  paper  money  under 
twenty  dollars.  His  exertions,  on  that  point, 
had  brought  Mm  into  communication  with  the 
officers  of  many  banks  ;  and  it  was  due  to  thgm 
to  say,  that  all  the  banks  of  high  character, 
with  which  he  had  communicated,  were  in 
favor  of  the  suppression  of  small  notes;  and 
he  was  fully  persuaded  that  many  of  them,  and 
as  a  mere  condition  of  retaining  the  public  de- 
posits, if  the  deposit  banks  were  reduced  to  the 
proper  number,  would  give  up  their  circulation 
entirely,  and  introduce  into  our  country  the  ex- 
ample of  banks  of  discount,  deposit,  and  ex- 
change, alone,  as  they  exist  in  Europe,  and 
wliBre  they  give  all  the  real  benefits  of  hanks, 
without  the  dangers  and  mischiefs  of  issuing 
paper  money.  In  his  opinion,  about  thirty  de- 
posit banks  were  enough;  they  were  more 
places  of  deposit  than  existed  during  the  time 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
but  twenty-four  branches ;  and  if  the  deposits 
were  confined  to  about  thirty  banks  of  good 
capital  and  high  character,  these  banks  would 
immediately,  that  is  to  say,  within  one  or  two 
years,  and  now  whUe  we  have  the  specie  to  justify 
the  operation,  enter  heartily  into  the  measure 
of  putting  down  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.  "With  the  additional  induce- 
ment of  relinquishing  the  interest  which  they 
now  pay  on  deposits,  he  felt  certain  they  would 
quickly  accomplish  this  great  work  for  the 
country.  Now  is  the  time,  as  Mr.  C.  P.  "White 
says  in  his  letter,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,  when 
our  specie  is  between  seventy  and  eighty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Certainly  this  is  the  time, 
while  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  is  locked 
up  in  the  vaults  of  banks — and  whUe  our  paper 
circulation  is  so  redundant  as  to  have  under- 
gone a  depreciation  which  is  heavily  felt  in  the 
price  of  every  article  of  consumption  by  all  per- 
sons who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  income. 
This  is  the  time  to  eifect  the  suppression ;  and 
it  was  afilicting  to  see  it  lost ;  for  to  postpone 
it  five  years  was  to  lose  the  golden  opportunity. 
And  at  whose  instance  was  this  to  be  done? 
At  the  instance  of  the  small  banks — ^the  two- 
and-sixpenny  concerns — to  which  it  was  an  ob- 
ject to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
gain  to  the  bank  upon  the  loss  to  the  commu- 
nity, in  the  wear  and  tear  of  small  notes.  Mr. 
B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks  which  cling  to 
the  small  notes,  and  some  of  them  since  they 
became  deposit  banks,  and  in  violation  of  the 
deposit  law.  He  would  give  an  instance;  it 
was  from  that  same  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus, 
from  which  he  had  before  read.  In  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  made  to  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  thus 
stated :  One-dollar  bills,  $6,226 ;  two-dollar  do. 
$4,916  ;  three-dollar  do.  $6,669  ;  five  do.  $60,- 
085,  ten  do.  $10,910;  twenty  do.  $12,140;  fifty 
do.  $13,400;  one  hundred  do.  $300.  Now, 
here  is  a  bank  whose  total  circulation  is  $115,- 
000,  and  of  which  the  whole,  except  about 
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$25,000,  is  under  twenty  dollars ;  and  yet  this 
bank,  on  this  question,  and  in  this  chamber,  is 
to  outweigh  the  Manhattan,  and  the  other  great 
banks  of  the  country ! 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  curious  to  observe  that  the 
small  country  banks  in  England  had  governed 
the  legislation  of  the  British  Parliament  in  the 
suppression  of  the  small  notes,  pi-ecisely  in  the 
manner  now  going  on  in  this  country,  and  with 
the  same  disastrous  results  there  which  may  be 
expected  to  ensue  here.  He  would,,  to  show 
this,  read  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Horsley 
Palmer,  before  Lord  Althorp's  committee,  in 
1832.     He  says : 

"  By  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commona  of 
1819,  the  Bank  of  England  ivas  requh-ed,  within 
four  years,  to  pay  off  in  gold  the  amount  of  their 
one-pound  notes  then  in  circulation,  (about  £7,500- 
000 ;)  further,  to  provide  the  coin  for  paying  off  the 
country  small  notes  in  1825,  (about  £7,800,000 
more ;)  in  addition  to  which,  the  necessity  was  im- 
posed of  providing  the  requisite  surplus  bullion  for 
insuring  the  convertibility  of  all  their  liabilities ; 
which  addition  of  bullion  to  their  stock  could  not  be 
estimated  at  less  than  £5,000,000;  making  in  the 
aggregate  £20,000,000  of  gold  as  necessary  to  be 
procured  from  foreign  countries  within  the  space  of 
four  years  from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own 
small  notes  in  1821,  (two  years  before  the  time 
limited  by  Parliament.)  In  1822,  being  three  years 
prior  to  the  time  fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in 
a  situation  to  furnish  the  gold  for  paying  off  the 
country  small  notes,  (that  is,  they  had  procured  the 
whole  20  millions  in  gold,  near  100  millions  of 
dollars,  from  foreign  countries  in  three  years,)  when, 
without  any  communication  with  the  bank,  the 
Government  thought  proper  to  authorize  a  contin- 
uance of  the  circulation  of  the  country  small  notes 
until  1833." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  here  seen  that  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  complained  that,  when 
the  Bank  of  England  had  procured  twenty  mil- 
lions sterling  in  gold  in  three  years,  (equal  to 
near  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,)  and  had 
suppressed  its  own  small  notes,  and  had  gold 
enough  to  supply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
banks'  small  notes,  these  country  banks  got 
the  time  extended  for  the  suppression  of 
theirs — got  it  done  in  Parliament,  without  con- 
sultation with  the  Bank  of  England — and  ex- 
tended up  to  the  year  1833.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  this  :  that  tl>e  Parliament  lost  the 
golden  moment  of  domg  the  great  work,  and 
lost  it  by  conforming^to  the  interests  of  the 
small  country  hanks,  whose  friends  were  nu- 
merous and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  interests  of  the  empire,  and  against 
the  wishes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  history.  That  history  is,  that  these 
country  banks  never  enjoyed  the  seven  years 
which  Parliament  granted  them.  Having  seven 
years  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  make  hay 
while  the  sun  was  shining.  So  to  work  they 
went,  and  put  out  more  small  notes  than  ever. 
The  consequence  was,  the  vast  and  disastrous 


explosion  of  the  paper  system  which  took  place 
in  1825,  an  explosion  which  covered  all  Eng- 
land with  the  wrecks  of  broken  fortunes,  and 
in  which  so  many  families  who  thought  them- 
selves afduent  were  suddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  by  magic  and  en- 
chantment, from  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and 
happiness,  to  the  sufferings  of  poverty,  misery, 
and  despair.  History,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  said  to  be 
philosophy  teaching  by  example.  But  hov.^ 
many  of  her  lessons  are  lost  upon  the  world ! 
Here  is  a  great  lesson  given  to  us  in  our  own 
time,  and  by  the  nation  from  whom  we  have 
borrowed  our  whole  system  of  banking.  Yet 
this  lesson  is  lost  upon  us ;  and  we  must  go 
through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselves, 
as  she  did,  before  we  can  know  it.  Our  cir- 
cumstances are  the  same  ;  we  have  accumulat- 
ed upwards  of  70  millions  of  gold  and  silver ; 
it  is  increasing  every  day ;  wo  are  ready  for 
the  operation  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
putting  out  hard  money ;  the  strong  and  re- 
spectable banks  wish  us  to  do  it ;  the  public 
interest  requires  it  to  be  done ;  the  policy  of 
President  Jackson's  administration  prescribes 
it ;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opportunity ;  we  put 
it  off  for  five  years !  and  instead  of  adopting  an 
efficient  course  to  act  upon  masses  of  banks, 
and  upon  every  variety  of  their  circulation 
under  twenty  dollars,  we  take  an  impotent,  in- 
efBcient  course,  and  to  act  upon  units,  and  up- 
on the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way 
of  bargain,  which  either  party  may  terminate 
when  it  pleases,  a  bargain  which  must  be  fatal 
to  our  Treasury  if  the  banks  accept  it ! 

Mr.  B.,  having  gone  over  these  objections  to 
the  committee's  bill,  would  now  ascend  to  a 
class  of  objections  of  a  higher  and  graver  char- 
acter. He  had  already  remarked  that  the  com- 
mittee had  carried  out  a  resolution,  and  had 
brought  back  a  biU ;  that  the  committee  pro- 
posed a  statutory  enactment,  where  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewing,)  and  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mi-.  Kives,)  had  only  proposed 
a  joint  resolution ;  and  he  had  already  further 
remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  total  change 
in  the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  had  added 
what  neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed, 
a  clause,  under  a  proviso,  to  enact  paper  money 
into  cash — to  pass  paper  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  cash — and  to  punish, 
by  the  loss  of  the  deposits,  any  deposit  bank 
which  should  refuse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit, 
and  so  to  pass,  the  notes  "  receivable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  their  bill.  These  two  changes 
make  entirely  a  new  measure — one  of  wholly 
a  different  character  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
two  Senators — a  measure  which  openly  and  in 
terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertakes  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  compel  the  reception  of  all 
its  revenues  in  the  notes  "  receivable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  the  committee's  bUl.  After 
this  gigantic  step — this  colossal  movement — in 
favor  of  paper  money,  there  was  but  one  step 
more  for  the  committee  to  take,  and  that  was  to 
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make  these  notes  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
from  the  Federal  Government.  But  that  step 
was  unnecessary  to  be  taken  in  words,  for  it  is 
taken  in  fact,  when  the  other  great  step  becomes 
law.  For  it  is  incontestable  that  what  the  Gov- 
ernment receives,  it  must  pay  out ;  and  what 
it  pays  out  becomes  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. So  that  when  this  bill  passes,  the  paper 
money  of  the  local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by 
law  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  a  tender 
by  duresse  from  the  Government  to  its  creditors 
and  the  people.  This  is  the  state  to  which  the 
committee's  bill  will  bring  us !  and  now,  let  us 
pause  and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  po- 
sition we  occupy,  and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper 
on  which  we  are  proposed  to  be  embarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  recog- 
nizes nothing  but  gold  and  silver  for  money  ; 
we  stand  upon  a  legislation  of  near  fifty  years, 
which  recognizes  nothing  but  gold  and  silver 
for  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  a 
statutory  enactment  proposed  to  recognize  the 
paper  of  a  wilderness  of  local  banks  for  money, 
and  in  so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  legislation  by 
law,  arid  the  constitution  by  fact.  This  is  an 
era  in  our  legislation.  It  is  statute  law  to  con- 
trol all  other  law,  and  is  not  a  resolution  to  aid 
other  laws,  and  to  express  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress. On  this  point  he  must  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  what  he  had  said  in  a  former  part  of 
this  debate,  when  he  dwelt  upon  the  difference 
between  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  congratulated  himself  that  no 
act  of  the  national  Legislature  had  ever  attack- 
ed the  great  fundamental  acts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  silver  money 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  efifects  of  this  statute  would 
be,  to  make  a  paper  government — to  insure  the 
exportation  of  our  specie — to  leave  the  State 
banks  without  foundations  to  rest  upon — to 
produce  a  certain  catastrophe  in  the  whole  pa- 
per system — to  revive  the  pretensions  of  the 
United  States  Bank — and  to  fasten,  for  a  time, 
the  Adam  Smith  system  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  cer- 
tainty in  the  kind  of  money  which  was  to  be 
received  in  the  land  offices.  The  whole  question 
was  left  afloat.  Nothing  was  fixed ;  nothing 
was  stationary.  "What  was  land-ofiice  money 
to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  orders 
for  the  reception  and  rejection  of  different 
paper,  or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day 
to  day.  A  farmer  hears  that  the  notes  of  a 
particular  bank  are  receivable ;  he  supplies 
himself  with  those  notes  and  goes  to  the  office. 
When  he  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order  to 
exclude  them ;  and  then  be  turned  over  to  a 
money-dealer  to  furnish  himself  with  other  notes, 
no  better  than  those  he  had,  but  at  a  cost  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  per  cent,  to  him,  to  effect  the 
exchange.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the 
farmers  and  settlers  to  have  the  permanency 
and  uniformity  of  gold  and  silver  only  for 
laud-office  payments ;  then  they  would  always 


know  what  they  had  to  rely  upon,  and  would 
be  free  from  disappointments  and  impositions. 

Mr.  B.  further  _  objected  to  the  receivability 
of  paper  money  at  the  land  offices,  on  account 
of  the  advantages  which  it  gave  to  bankers 
and  their  favorites  over  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. To  a  banker,  or  his  favorite,  it  was 
pretty  immaterial  whether  he  gave  a  quire  or 
a  ream — a  handful,  or  an  armful — of  his  paper, 
for  a  parcel  of  land ;  and  whether  this  paper 
was  speckled  over  with  figures  for  five  dollars 
or  fifty  dollars,  or  five  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
all  pretty  much  the  same  thing  to  him.  To  a 
farmer,  however,  who  had  to  give  labor,  or 
produce,  or  property,  for  every  dollar  he 
obtained,  it  was  quite  another  affair ;  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  stand  the  com- 
petition with  the  man  of  quires,  with  his 
machine  to  impress  letters  and  figures  for  as 
many  dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  the  little  oblong 
slips  of  paper  which  constituted  bank  notes. 
It  was  a  shame  in  the  Government  to  put  the 
farmer  in  competition  with  such  wholesale 
manufacturers  of  paper  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  further  objected  to  this  biU,  because 
its  tendency  was  to  inundate  the  new  States 
with  strange  and  unknown  bank  paper.  In 
the  new  States,  whatever  was  land  office 
money  was  current  money.  It  was  current, 
not  only  at  the  land  office,  but  in  every  place, 
and  all  over  the  State.  It  was  a  Government 
indorsement,  which  gave  credit  to  the  whole 
issue  of  the  bank.  Taking  advantage  of  this, 
it  was  quite  usual  for  enterprising  banks  to  get 
their  paper  made  receivable  in  the  land  offices : 
then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  out  im- 
mense quantities  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  prod- 
ucts, or  property ;  and  then  leave  it  to  be 
shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the  jjcople  when 
it  ceased  to  be  land  office  money,  or  when 
specie  was  wanted  for  it. 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  objected,  totally,  to  the  idea 
of  continuing  to  receive  paper  money  for  the 
dues  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  bill 
was  intended  to  be  a  permanent  law ;  there 
was  no  limitation  of  time  in  it.  It  was  in- 
tended to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  the 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government.  There 
was  no  longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  justify 
such  a  gross  departure  from  the  constitution. 
It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in  1816,  when  the 
joint  resolution  of  that  year  was  passed.  Then, 
there  was  less  specie  in  the  country  than  ever 
was  known ;  now  there  is  more  than  ever  was 
known.  The  joint  resolution  of  1816  was  a 
great  advance  upon  thelxisting  state  of  things 
at  that  time  :  the  same  resolution  would  be  a 
retrograde  movement,  and  a  great  falling  back 
at  the  present  day.  We  have  now  near  eighty 
millions  of  specie.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury computed  it  at  seventy-three  millions  two 
months  ago,  and  it  has  been  increasing  ever 
since.  A  New  Orleans  paper  computes  it  at 
eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  is  seventy-five 
millions ;  that  sum  is  far  beyond  any  possible 
demand  that  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in 
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specie  could  demand.     Oa  this  point  Mr.  B. 
spoke   with,    data   in   his   hand,    and    could 
demonstrate  and  prove  np  what  he  said.    He 
had  two  different  data  to  go  upon,  either  of 
which  would  he  sufficient,  and  both  of  which, 
together,  would  be  conclusive.     First,  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  which  it  requires  to  effect  a 
given  amount  of  payments  in  transacting  the 
business  of  the  country.     Everybody   knows 
that  it  does  not  require  an  amount  of  money 
equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  annual  pay- 
ments, to  make  those  payments.     This  might 
be  the   case   if    every  creditor   ate    all    the 
money  which   he   received;    but  as  he  does 
not   eat   it,   but   pays  it   over  to    somebody 
else,it  follows  that  the  same  piece  of  money 
performs  many  payments  in  the  course  of  the 
year ;  and,  consequently,  that  a  sum  far  below 
the  amount  of  aunual  payments  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  effect  all  those  payments.    A  propor- 
tionate supply,  then,  is  all  that  is  wanted ;  and 
.    that  proportion  is  fixed  by  political  economists 
at  the  one-tenth.     Thus,  annual  payments  to 
the  amount  of  ten  millions  may  be  effected  by 
means  of  one  million ;  and  so  on  in  the  same 
proportion,  for  any  amount.     Upon  this  data 
it  would  require  but  a  small  part  of  our  seventy 
odd  millions  to  effect  all  the  annual  payments 
to  the  Federal  Government.     Then,  try  another 
data.     Take  the  experience  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.    During  the  time  that  that  hank 
was    the    fiscal    agent    of   the    Government, 
nothing  was  received  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment but  its  own  notes  and  silver;  for  there 
was  then  no  gold  in  circulation.     The  amount 
of  United  States  Bank  notes  in  circulation, 
though  pushed  up  a  few  times  to  twenty  odd 
taillions,  was    generally  below    twenty;    but 
take  that  for  the  average,  and  add  the  silver, 
which  was  computed  in  1832,  by  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,    (Mr.  "Webster,)    in  the 
debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  at 
from  twenty  to  twenty-two  millions ;  put  these 
two    sums    together,    and    you    have     about 
forty  millions,  or  little  more  than  half  the  gold 
and  silver  now  in  the  country.     Here,  again, 
the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  we 
have  more  than  enough  for  this  purpose.    But 
there  is  still  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  the  same 
result.     It  is  by  looking  to  the  actual  amount 
that  will  be  required  for  the  great  sources  of 
Government  demand— lands,  customs,  and  Post 
Office.     The  lands,  whether  sales  are  restricted 
to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard  money  payments, 
which  \\-ould  itself  be  a  restriction  of  sales  to 
settlers,  it  is  certain  not  more  than  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars'  worth  would  be  sold ;  and, 
as  the  Government  would  not  eat  these  five  or 
six  millions,   but  pay   them  back  as  fast  as 
received,  it  would  follow  that  a  part  only  of 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  pay- 
ment.    Then,  as   to  the  customs  :   they  may 
amount  to  about  twenty  millions,  but  would 
in  reality,  require  but  little  specie ;  for  the  pay- 
ments through  the  customs  are  seldom  made 
by  counting  money,  but  by  a  transfer  of  credit 


on  the  hooks  of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the 
customs  in  hard  money  would  make  very  little 
difference  in  the  payments  as  now  made. 
This,  every  merchant  and  business  man  fully 
understands.  Next,  as  to  the  Post  Office: 
here  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  four  millions 
per  annum ;  but  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  eat  the  money,  but  pays  it  out  immediately, 
and  sends  it  back  into  the  mass  of  circulation, 
in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  contractors,  agents,  deputy  post- 
masters, &o.,  who  immediately  disburse  o  it 
among  the  community. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  bill,  though  in  its  terms 
a  general  measure,  and  professing  to  act  only 
on  coming  events,  yet  was,  in  reahty,  a  measure 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July  last; 
and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  saluted  by  the 
friends  of   the  recision  on  this  floor.     They 
openly  celebrated  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the 
triumph  of  their  movement,  and  announce  its 
passage  as  a  welcome  victory.     This  may  be. 
They  may  carry  the  bill,  but  they  cannot  carry 
the  argument.     They  may  rescind  the  order, 
but  they  cannot  verify  Mr.  Biddle's  prediction 
of  the  distress  it  was  to  create,  nor  invalidate 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good  it 
had  produced.     In  the  month  of  November, 
Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world  of  woe— all  to 
take  place  by  the  time  that  Congress  met,  and 
all  to  result  from  the  Treasury  order,  and  the 
manner  of  executing  the  deposit  act — "  intense 
pecuniary  distress ;  derangement  of  exchanges ; 
loss  of  confidence ;    destruction  of  the  public 
prosperity ;  scarcity  of  money ;  fall  of  prices ; 
ruin  of  the  currency ;  "   and  he  averred  that 
the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  under 
the  command  of  Congress,  if   the   Secretary 
would  not  do  it  voluntarily,  would  restore  confi- 
dence in  twenty-four  hours,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  this  mass  of  woe  in  twenty-four  days.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  President  informed  us,  in 
his  annual  Message,  that  the  same  Treasury 
order    had    produced    many   salutary    conse- 
quences.    He  says  it  has  checked  the   career 
of  the  'Western  banks,  and  given  them  addi- 
tional strength  to  meet  approaching  difficulties ; 
that  it  has  cut  off  the  means  of  speculation  in 
the  public  lands;    that  it  has  saved  the  new 
States  from  the  evils  of  a  non-resident  pro- 
prietorship ;   that  it  has  kept  open  the  public 
lands  to  the  entry  of  cultivators,  and  saved 
them  from  competition  with  those  who   are 
favored  with  bank  facilities ;  that  it  has  caused 
gold  and  silver  to  flow  into  the  new  States, 
and  placed  the  business  of  the  whole  country 
on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basis.     This  is  the 
representation  of  the  President ;  and  which  is 
the  true  picture  ?  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle's 
prediction?     Surely  the  state  of  the  country 
wiU  answer  the  question  1     Certainly  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  every  individual  will  enable 
him  to  answer  it !     The  whole  prediction  'for 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed !  the  edict  for 
the  distress  has  failed !     It  was  to  no  purpose 
that  the  distress  was  commenced  at  several 
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places ;  that  many  presses,  and  several  speakers 
on  this  floor,  announced  and  proclaimed  it. 
The  seventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money  which 
had  heea  brought  into  the  country  was  death 
to  the  operation ;  and,  after  a  few  vain  efforts 
to  renew  the  scenes  of  1833,  after  a  few  abor- 
tive demonstrations  to  alarm  the  public,  the 
whole  contrivance  was  abandoned,  or,  rather, 
the  performance  was  postponed ;  for  it  is  never 
to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  pressure  is  part 
of  the  permanent  system  of  the  denationalized 
national  bank,  and  will  be  brought  to  bear, 
whenever  opportunity  will  permit,  until  it  shall 
be  proved  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  live 
without  a  national  bank.  The  edict  for  the 
distress,  then,  has  failed;  and  the  failure  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  proof  of  the  truth  of 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
eifects  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
attended  by  every  good  effect  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  this  is  universally  known  in  the 
"West,  and  is  proved  negatively  by  the  total 
absence  of  all  complaint  from  that  quarter. 
Nobody  in  the  new  States  complains  to  us ;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  here  to  demand 
the  recision  of  the  order.  That  demand  comes 
from  Philadelphia,  where  there  are  no  public 
lands ;  from  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none ; 
from  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none ;  and 
from  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
no  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  ofBce  at  Kalamazoo  covers  the 
whole  ground,  and  proves  the  wisdom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
Tlie  diminution  of  the  sales  after  the  issuing  of 
the  order  is  a  further  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
Before  the  sales,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  two  months  in  which  the 
amount  of  sales  should  have  been  least,  they 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  millions  and  a 
quarter ;  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
the  two  months  in  which  the  sales  should  have 
been  greatest,  the  amount  was  three  millions 
one  hundred  thousand.  The  month  of  Decem- 
ber, though  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
a  still  further  decline ;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  wait  for  the  returns  of  January, 
the  first  month  in  which  the  order  had  full 
effect,  they  would,  no  doubt,  find  it  bringing 
down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effecting  a  diminution  of  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  small  a  degree  as  could 
be  desired,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  simple, 
the  most  regular,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satisfactory,  that  can  be  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Every  good  consequence  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidence  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  admit 
of  emimeration.  But  there  was  one  point  of 
his  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detail ;  for  it  concerned  not  only 
the  lands,  but  the  far  more  important  subject  of 


the  currency  itself;  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  in  which  he  stated  that 
this  order  had  checked  the  career  of  the  "West- 
ern banks,  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen 
themselves  against  the  revulsions  consequent 
upon  every  expansion  of  the  bank  issues.  This 
was  true  to  a  degree  of  which  no  one  had  a 
conception  but  those  who  had  access  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  the  banks, 
and  who  availed  themselves  of  that  right  of 
access  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  these 
banks,  and  to  compare  that  condition  with  the 
approved  principles  of  what  is  considered  safe 
and  sound  banking. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  among  those  things  which 
were  considered  as  settled  in  the  science  and 
mystery  of  banking,  there  was  one  principle 
which  required  the  immediate  means  of  the 
bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its  imme- 
diate liabilities;  below  which  proportion  it 
was  not  safe  for  the  bank  to  descend.  The 
immediate  means  of  the  bank  are  its  specie  on 
hand ;  its  liabilities  are  the  circulation  and  the 
deposits ;  and  the  proportion  which  these 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
so  material  that  it  deserved  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  stated.  He  would  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1832,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  governor 
of  the  bank  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  the  governor 
of  the  bank,  is  this :  "  The  average  proportion, 
as  already  observed,  of  coin  and  bullion  which 
the  bank  thinks  it  prudent  to  keep  on  hand,  is 
at  the  rate  of  a  third  of  the  total  amount  of  aU 
her  liabilities,  including  deposits  as  well  as 
issues."  Mr.  George  "Ward  Norman,  a  director 
of  the  bank,  states  the  same  thing  in  a  different 
form  of  words.  He  says :  "  For  a  full  state 
of  the  circulation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  millions  of  notes  and  sis  millions  of  de- 
posits, making  in  the  whole  twenty-seven  mil- 
lions of  liabilities,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and 
bullion  for  the  bank  to  retain  is  nine  millions." 
Thus,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circulation 
and  deposits,  must  be  considered  as  an  estab- 
lished principle  at  that  bank,  which  is  quite 
the  largest,  and  amongst  the  oldest  in  the 
world.  It  might  be  well  also  to  remark  that 
the  same  proportion,  very  nearly,  prevailed  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  in  October,  1833 ; 
it  was,  of  specie  on  hand,  $10,663,441 ;  of  cir- 
culation and  deposits,  $37,105,465;  being  at 
the  rate  of  between  one-third  and  one-fourtli 
of  specie  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.  The 
proportion  of  about  one-third  being  then  estab- 
lished as  the  principle  of  safety  in  banking,  let 
us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  Western 
deposit  banks  in  July  last,  to  see  what  was 
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their  condition  at  that  time ;  and  in  November, 
to  See  whether  that  condition  "vras  improved, 
as  stated  by  the  President. 

[Here  the  statements  were  produced.] 

Mr.  B.  said  such  was  the  condition  of  some 
of  the  Western  deposit  banks  in  July  last,  and 
such  their  condition  in  November ;    very  far 
below  the  Bank  of  England  standard  at  both 
periods,  but  greatly  improved  by  the  operation 
of  the  specie  order,  and  doubtless  much  more 
improved  by  its  continued  operation  to  this 
time.    There  were  many  others  of  these  banks 
also   falling  far  below  the  Bank  of  England 
standard  in  July  and  November,  and  still  below 
it.     Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit,  what  every 
business  man  must  understand,  that  all  these 
banks  have  a  Hst  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of 
exchange,  falling  due  from  day  to  day,  and 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  more  than  all 
their  liabilities ;  but  he  must  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  Bank  of   England  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  these  debtors  are  in  the  city  of  London, 
within  thirty  minutes'  run  of  the  bank ;  that 
she  is  situated  in  the  moneyed  metropolis  of 
the  universe;    that  she  is  supported  by  the 
richest  and  most  numerous  body  of  merchants 
upon  the  earth,  and  backed  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  British  Government,  which  stands  her 
security  for   seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  facili- 
tate their  sale  when  necessary ;  and  that,  with 
all  these  resources,  such  as  no  bank  in  our 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  yet  deems  it  neces- 
sary to  have  always  on  hand,  in  coin  and  bul- 
lion, the  one-third  of  the  amount  of  her  circula- 
tion and  deposits.  What,  then,  must  be  thought 
of  the  condition  of  some  of  the  banks  referred 
to,  and  others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in 
July  last  ?     Instead  of  one-third  specie  in  hand 
to  meet  their  immediate  liabilities,  the  actual 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
one-thirtieth,   the  one-fortieth,   and  the   one- 
flftieth !     Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyond  all  human 
doubt,  that  if  the  Treasury  order  had  not  been 
issued,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the  course  of  the  last  fall, 
and  that  we  should  now  have  been  sitting  here 
amidst  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system.     That 
order  prevented  this  catastrophe;    and  it  is 
precisely  because  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has 
excited  the  rage  of  Mr.  Biddle,  and  of  the 
whole  political  party  imbodied  under  the  ori- 
flamme  of  the  denationalized  national  bank. 
It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reascension  to 
power  through  the  ruin  of  the  finances ;  and 
in  their  rage  for  this  disappointment,  they  de- 
nounce the  President  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  constitution;    they  charge  him  with 
ruming  the  country ;  they  attempt  a  new  panic 
and  pressure ;  and  they  call  upon  Congress  to 
repeal  the  order. 

[Here  Mr.   Benton  read  a  bank  letter  of  Mr. 


Biddle,  in  favor  of  the  local  banks  and  against  the 
specie  circular,  and  showing  that  he  chalked  out 
the  plan  for  tliis  attack  upon  that  circular,  and  in 
favor  of  imposing  paper  money  upon  the  federal 
treasury,  just  as  he  had  chalked  out  all  the  measures 
for  the  panic  session.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
disclosed  in  this  extract  were  of  great  moment, 
and  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all 
whose  duty  it  is,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  legislate, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency. 
The  design  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  up  the  local 
banks  against  the  Federal  Government,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  receive  their  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  dues.     This  is  the  design  disclosed ; 
and  with  what  motive  ?     Certainly  to  ruin  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Government !    Certainly 
to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Yan  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  error 
of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  that  of  under- 
taking to  make  a  national  currency  out  of  local 
bank  notes.     Warned  by  that  fatal  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  bank, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it,  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.    When  this  design  was  announced, 
our  opponents  treated  it  with  derision.     They 
said  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gold  and  silver 
currency  could  not  be  revived.     They  ridiculed 
the  attempt;    but  what  is  the  answer  which 
four  years  have  given  to  their  ridicule  ?    It  is 
the  actual  revival  of  the  gold  currency,  of 
whioh  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  country ;  it  is  in  the  actual  increase  of 
our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  millions, 
as  computed  by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  himself,  when  the  charter  for 
that  institution  was   applied  for  in   1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  which  it  is  now  known  to 
be.     The  experiment  of  getting  the  gold  and 
silver  into  the  country  has  succeeded ;  ridicule 
has  failed  of  its  ofiice.     The  gold  and  silver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  enongh,  to  make 
all  the  payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment.     Ridicule   will    no  longer  answer; 
stronger  measures  must  be  resorted  to,  and 
legislation  has  become    indispensable  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.     To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country  from  being 
used,  is  now  the  design ;    and,  to  accomplish 


that  purpose,  it  becomes  necessary  to  force  the 
local  paper  of  the  States  upon  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  passage  of  this  bill  is  indispens- 
able to  the  success  of  Mr.  Biddle's  design,  dis- 
closed in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  currency  of  United  States 
Bank  notes,  and  a  national  currency  of  local 
bank  notes.  He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  will  prevail ;  that 
they  wiU  conquer,  that  they  wiU  whip,  yes, 
whip  like  a  dog,  your  national  currency  of  local 
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bank  notes.  We,  on  tlie  other  hand,  want 
the  question  made  between  paper  and  gold, 
knowing  that  the  country  will  sustain  gold 
against  paper ;  and  these  are  the  questions 
which  are  now  to  be  decided  by  this  bill.  This 
bill  will  make  the  question  in  the  form  wished 
by  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  insure  them  the  triumph  to  which  they 
look  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  restoration  of  its  political 
friends  to  power. 

Sir,  I  have  performed  a  duty  to  myself,  not 
pleasant,  but  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  our  legislation  and  in  our  political  his- 
toi-y.  It  is  to  be  a  point  upon  which  the  future 
age  wiU  be  thrown  back,  and  from  which  future 
consequences  will  be  traced.  I  separate  my- 
self from  it ;  I  wash  my  hands  of  it ;  I  oppose 
it.  I  am  one  of  those  who  promised  gold,  not 
paper.  I  promised  the  currency  of  the  consti- 
tution, not  the  currency  of  corporations.  I  did 
not  join  in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  put  up  a  wilderness  of  local 
banks.  I  did  not  join  in  putting  down  the 
paper  currency  of  a  national  bank,  to  put  up  a 
national  paper  currency  of  a  thousand  local 
banks.  I  did  not  strike  Offisai",  to  make  An- 
tony master  of  Rome. 

President  and  Vice  President  elect. 

Mr.  Geundt  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  acting 
on  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  count  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President.  This 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Gktjn- 
dy's  resolution  being  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Geundy  had  no  objections  to  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  he  thought 
that  some  such  provision  as  that  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  be  very 
proper.  He  had  seen  in  the  public  papers  a 
statement  charging  that  some  of  the  electors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presidential  election  held 
offices  under  the  General  Government,  and  had 
made  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  information  he 
had  been  able  to  collect  related  to  two  cases 
only ;  and  as  to  these,  the  report  had  been 
founded  altogether  on  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  Glat  offered  the  following  amendment : 

"  And,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the 
recent  election,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution.  And  if  any  such  votes  wore  given, 
what  ought  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any, 
and  what,'  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  securing 
the  faithful  observance,  in  future,  of  that  section  of 
the  constitution." 

Mr.  Hdbbaed  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be 
instituted,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard 
against  the  occurrence  of  such  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
referred  to.  As  it  had  been  stated  that  two  of 
the  electors  In  his  State  (Sfew  Hampshire)  held 


offices  under  the  General  Government,  and 
were  consequently  ineligible,  he  was  happy  to 
state  to  the  Senate  that  there  was  no  foundation 
whatever  for  the  report. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay  was  adopted, 
and  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Htibbaed  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair ;  and  Messrs.  Geundy, 
Clay,  and  Weight,  were  selected. 


Satueday,  January  28. 

Petirement  of  the  Vice  President. 

The  Vice  Peesidbnt,  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal,  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Senators :  The  period  is  at  hand  which  is  to  ter- 
minate the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between 
us,  and  I  leave,  probably  never  to  return  to  it,  a 
body  with  which  I  have  been  long  connected ;  where 
some  remain  whom  I  found  here  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  where,  in  the  progress  of  pubhc  duties,  personal 
associations  have  arisen  never  to  be  forgotten.  From 
such  scenes  I  cannot  retire  without  emotion.  Nor 
can  I  give  to  the  Senate  the  usual  opportunity  of 
choosing  another  to  preside  for  a  time  over  their 
deliberations,  without  referring  to  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  a  most  gratify- 
ing and  honorable  trust  connected  with  the  office  to 
which  my  country  called  me. 

Entering  upon  it  with  unaffected  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  little  my  studies  had  been  directed  to 
its  peculiar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  by  the 
determination,  then  expressed,  so  to  discharge 
the  authority  with  which  I  was  invested,  as  "  best  to 
protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feelings,  and  to 
guard  the  reputations,  of  all  who  would  be  affected 
by  its  exercise."  I  was  sure  that,  if  successful  in 
this,  I  should  be  pardoned  for  errors  which  I  could 
hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  interval  that  has  since  elapsed,  it  has  been 
our  lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  of 
unusual  excitement :  the  intense  interest  on  absorb- 
ing topics,  which  has  pervaded  our  whole  community, 
could  not  be  unfelt  within  these  walls.  The  warmth 
of  political  parties,  natural  in  such  times,  the  un- 
guarded ardor  of  sudden  debate,  and  the  collisions 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  invaluable  privilege 
of  free  discussion,  have  not  been  unfrequently 
mingled  with  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordinary 
legislation.  I .  cannot  hope  that,  in  emergencies  like 
these,  I  have  always  been  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy 
every  one  around  me  ;  yet  I  pernait  myself  to  think 
that  the  extent  to  which  my  decisions  have  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  is  some  evidence  that  my 
efforts  justly  to  administer  their  rules  have  not  been 
vain ;  and  I  conscientiously  cherish  the  convic- 
tion, that  on  no  occasion  have  I  departed  from  my 
early  resolution,  or  been  regardless  of  what  was  due 
to  the  rights  or  the  feelings  of  the  members  of  this 
body. 

Though  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  the 
Senate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar 
interest  to  my  long  connection  with  it.  In  every 
situation  in  my  future  life  I  shall  remember  with  a 
just  pride  the  evidences  of  approbation  and  con- 
fidence which  I  have  here  received ;  and  as  an 
American  citizen,  devotedly  attached  to  the  institu- 
tions of  my  country,  I  must  always  regard  with 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


173 


Jantiabt,  1837.] 


Treasury  Circulat — Funds  receivable  far  Public  Dues. 


[Senate. 


becoming  and  sincere  respect  a  branch  of  our  Gov- 
ernment invested  with  such  extensive  powers,  and 
designed  by  our  forefathers  to  accomplish  such 
important  results. 

Indulging  an  ardent  wish  that  every  success  may 
await  you  in  performing  the  exalted  and  honorable 
duties  of  your  public  trust,  and  offering  my  warmest 
prayers  that  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  con- 
stant attendants  on  each  of  you,  along  the  future 
paths  of  life,  I  respectfully  bid  you  farewell. 

Election  of  President  pro.  tem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  tem. 

The  number  of  votes  cast  was  37 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  19.  Mr.  Knra  of  Alabama  had  26, 
Mr.  Southard  7,  Mr.  Olat  1,  Mr.  Pebntiss  1, 
Mr.  E-wmo  of  Ohio,  1,  Mr.  Btjohastak  1. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  being  thus  duly 
elected  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  was 
conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Benton,  and 
addressed  the  Senate  nearly  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate ;  To  be  again  called  to 
preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  august  assembly 
fills  my  heart  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
When  at  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to 
place  me  in  this  exalted  situation,  I  solemnly  pledged 
myself  to  discharge  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me, 
without  favor  and  without  partiality.  I  felt  con- 
scious that  I  had  done  so  ;  but  could  any  thing  add  to 
the  grateful  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honor  you  have 
again  conferred  on  me,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
unequivocal  testimony  you  have  this  day  borne,  that 
I  had  .faithfully  redeemed  that  pledge.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  gentlemen,  is,  from  its  very 
organization,  the  great  conservative  body  in  this 
republic.  Here  is  the  strong  citadel  of  liberty. 
To  this  body  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
throughout  our  wide-spread  country,  look  with  con- 
fidence for  an  unwavering  and  unflinching  resistance 
to  the  encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  effervescence  ofpopular  excitement  on  the  other. 
XJnawed  and  unseduced,  it  should  firmly  maintain 
the  constitution  in  its  purity,  and  present  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  against  every  attack  on  that 
sacred  instrument,  come  it  from  what  quarter  it  may. 
The  demon  of  faction  should  find  no  abiding  place  in 
this  chamber,  but  every  heart  and  every  head  should 
be  wholly  occupied  in  advancing  the  general  welfare, 
and  preserving,  unimpaired,  the  national  honor.  To 
insure  success,  gentlemen,  in  the  discharge  of  our 
high  duties,  we  must  command  the  confidence  and 
receive  the  support  of  the  people.  Calm  deUbera- 
tion,  courtesy  towards  each  other,  order  and  decorum 
in  debate,  will  go  far,  very  far,  to  inspire  that  con- 
fidence and  command  that  support.  It  becomes 
my  duty,  gentlemen,  to  banish  (if  practicable)  from 
this  hall  all  personal  altercation ;  to  check,  at  once, 
every  remark  of  a  character  personally  offensive ;  to 
preserve  order,  and  promote  harmony.  These  duties, 
as  far  as  my  powers  will  permit,  I  shall  unhesita- 
tingly perform.  I  earnestly  solicit  your  co-operation, 
gentlemen,  in  aiding  my  efforts  promptly  to  put  down 
every  species  of  disorder.  For  your  kindness, 
gentlemen,  I  tender  you  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gkundt,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform 


the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  the  Senate  have  elected  the 
Hon.  WiLHAM  R.  Kins  their  President  pro  tem. 

Treasury  Circular. 

The  bill  designating  and  limiting  the  funds 
which  shaU  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the 
public  revenues  -was  taken  up,  being  on  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.^  Walkeb  said :  Before  replying  to  the 
indictment  preferred  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  against  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  it  is  proper  to  recur  to 
the  facts  and  circumstances  under  which  this 
controversy  originated.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  session,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewing,) 
introduced  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order.  This  resolution  was  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  especially  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  but  Mr.  V.  had  taken 
no  part  in  this  discussion. 

[In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  a  substitute 
was  offered,  as  an  amendment,  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eives.)  This  substitute 
was  advocated  by  that  Senator,  as  in  consonance 
with  the  President's  recommendation,  to  render 
the  legislation  of  Congress  in  the  collection  of 
the  federal  revenue  auxiliary  to  the  suppression 
of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  and  a  consequent  enlargement 
of  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  had  regarded  the  Treas- 
ury order  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  a 
pressing  emergency,  and  as  having  in  a  great 
degree  performed  its  office.] 

Mr.  W.  had  still  refrained  from  embarking 
in  the  discussion  upon  this  question.  Several 
Senators,  however,  had  expressed  their  opinions, 
and  great  difficulties  appeared  to  be  presented 
against  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this 
question.  Under  these  circumstances,  several 
Senators,  now  *ithin  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
had  proposed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  refer  both 
resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
To  this  reference,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  at  first 
objectedj  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  was  engaged  in  the  laborious 
examination  of  another  question,  and  that  the 
subject  of  designating  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  public  dues  belonged  more  appropriately 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Upon  farther 
consultation,  however,  with  several  Senators 
friendly  to  the  administration,  Mr.  "W.  had  at 
length  reluctantly  assented  to  the  proposed 
reference,  which  was  accordingly  made  by  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  including  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton.)  No  other 
report  than  that  which  was  made,  so  far  as 
Mr.  "W.  was  concerned,  could  have  been  antici- 
pated; for  to  every  Senator  with  whom  Mr. 
W.  had  conversed,  he  had  expressed  his  con- 
currence in  the  provisions,  substantially,  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Rives  ;)  and  at  the  last  session,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  introduced  a 
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resolution  requiring  payments   of   the  public 
lands  in  gold  and  silver  only,  the  Senate  would 
well  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  then  ex- 
pressed his  opposition  to  that  resolution,  and 
so  had  a  majority  of  the  Senators  now  compos- 
ing the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.     When, 
then,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  voted  for  this 
reference,  he  could  not  justly  have  anticipated 
any  other  report  than  that  which  was  made  by 
the  committee.     "Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  vote  for  this  reference,  and  then 
denounce  the  committee  for  making  the  only 
report  which  he  could  have  expected,  in  con- 
formity with  their  previously  avowed  opinions  ? 
Mr.  W.  said  it  became  his  duty,  as  chairman  of 
■this  committee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  report  a 
bill  containing  substantially  the  provisions  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Yirginia. 
Again,  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  the 
Senate,  but  Mr.  W.  had  not  participated  in  the 
debate ;  and  the  bill,  by  a  large  majority,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ; 
and  now,  when,  by  the  usual  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary debate,  the  contest  might  well  be  con- 
sidered as  terminated,  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Benton,)  before  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage,  had  made  a  very  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  measure.     To  all  this  Mr.  W. 
would   make  no  objection ;    but  when    that 
Senator,  having  exhausted  the  argument,  or 
having  none  to  offer,  had  indulged  in  violent 
and  intemperate-denunciation  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  of  the  report  made  by 
him  as  their  organ,  Mr.  W.  could  not  withhold 
the  expression  of  his  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment.   Mr.  W.  said  it  was  his  good  fortune  to 
be  upon  terms  of  the  kindest  personal  inter- 
course with  every  Senator,  and  these  friendly 
relations   should  not  be  interrupted   by  any 
aggression  upon  his  part.     And  now,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  called  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear 
witness,  as  he  was  sure  they  all  cheerfully 
would,  that  in  this  controversy  he  was  not  the 
aggressor,  and  that  nothing  had  been  done  or 
said  by  hiri  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  upon  any  subject  constituted  an 
offence  in  the  mind  of  that  Senator.     If  such 
were  the  views  of  that  gentleman,  if  he  was 
prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  who  would 
not  worship  the  same  images  of  gold  and  silver 
which  decorated  the  political   chapel  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  was  fearful  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  would  do  execution 
upon  every  member  of  the  Senate  but  himself, 
and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  glory.     Mr.  W. 
said  he  recurred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  with  feelings  of  regret,  rather 
than  of  anger  or  excitement ;  and  that  he  could 
not  but  hope,  that  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  calmly  reflected  upon  this  subject,  he 
would  himself  see  much  to  regret  in  the  course 
he  had  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recall  that  he 
had  uttered  under  feelings  of  temporary  excite- 
ment.   Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  being  deeply  solici- 


tous to  preserve  unbroken  the  ranks  of  the 
democratic  party  in  this  body,  participating 
with  the  people  in  grateful  recollection  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  the  democracy  of  the  Union, 
he  would  pass  by  many  of  the  remarks  made 
by  that  Senator  on  this  subject. 

[Mr.  Benton  here  rose  from  his  chair,  and 
demanded,  with  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Walkek 
should  not  pass  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  W.  asked. 
What  one  ?  Mr.  B.  replied,  in  an  angry  tone, 
Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr.  W.  said  he  would 
examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
freedom ;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return 
blow  for  blow ;  and  that,  if  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  desired,  as  it  appeared  he  did,  an 
angry  controversy  with  him,  in  all  its  conse- 
quences, in  and  out  of  this  House,  he  could  he 
gratified.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  why  has  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  assailed  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  himself,  as  its  humble  organ  ?  He 
was  not  the  author  of  this  measure,  so  much 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  nor 
had  he  said  one  word  upon  the  subject.  The 
measure  originated  with  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  EivES.)  He  was  the  author  of  the 
measure,  and  had  been,  and  still  was,  its  able, 
zealous,  and  successful  advocate.  Why,  then, 
had  the  Senator  from  Missouri  assailed  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the 
measure  to  escape  unpunished  ?  Sir,  are  the 
arrows  which  appear  to  be  aimed  by  the  'Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  at  the  humble  organ  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  reported  this 
bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  in  another 
quarter?  Is  one  Senator  the  apparent  object 
of  assault,  when  another  is  designed  as  the 
real  victim  ?  Sir,  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, without  any  provocation,  like  a  thunder- 
bolt from  an  unclouded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  of  wrath  and  fury, 
bursting  upon  his  poor  head  like  a  tropical 
tornado,  did  he  intend  to  sweep  before  the 
avenging  storm  another  individual  more  ob- 
noxious to  his  censure  ? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
has  thrice  repeated  the  prayer,  "God  save  the 
country  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; " 
but  Mr.  W.  fully  believed  that  if  the  prayer 
of  the  country  could  be  heard  within  these 
walls,  it  would  be,  God  save  us  from  the  wild, 
visionary,  ruinous,  and  impracticable  schemes  of 
the  Senator  of  Missouri,  for  exclusive  gold  and 
silver  currency;  and  such  is  not  only  the 
prayer  of  the  country,  but  of  the  Senate,  with 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  could,  by  his  mandate,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  the 
banks  of  the  States,  and  establish  his  exclusive 
constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  he 
would  bring  upon  this  country  scenes  of  ruia 
and  distress  without  a  parallel — an  immediate 
bankruptcy  of  nearly  every  debtor,  and  of 
almost  every  creditor  to  whom  large  amounts 
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were  due,  a  prodigious  depreoiafion  in  the  price 
of  all  property  and  all  products,  and  an  imme- 
diate cessation  by  States  and  individuals  of 
nearly  every  work  of  private  enterprise  or 
public  improvement.  The  country  would  be 
involved  in  one  universal  bankruptcy,  and  near 
the  grave  of  the  nation's  prosperity  would 
perhaps  repose  the  scattered  fragments  of  those 
great  and  glorious  institutions  which  give  bap- 
puiess  to  millions  here,  and  hopes  to  millions 
more  of  disenthralment  from  despotic  power. 
Sir,  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  opposition  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  any  similar  institution,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  would  find  Mr.  W.  with  him ; 
but  he  could  not  enlist  as  a  recruit  in  this  new 
crusade  against  the  banks  of  his  own  and  every 
other  State  in  the  Union.  These  institutions, 
whether  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  sustained  by  them,  in 
many  cases  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
States,  and  closely  united  with  their  prosperity ; 
and  what  right  have  we  to  destroy  them? 
What  right  had  he,  a  humble  servant  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any 
other  State,  your  State  legislation  is  wrong — 
your  State  institutions,  your  State  banks,  must 
be  annihilated,  and  we  will  legislate  here  to 
effect  this  object.  Are  we  the  masters  or  ser- 
vants of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  them  in  language  like  this — that  we 
dare  attempt  to  prostrate  here  those  institu- 
tions which  are  created  and  maintained  by  those 
very  States  which  we  represent  on  this  floor  ? 
These  may  be  the  opinions  entertained  by  some 
Senators  of  their  duty  to  the  States  they  repre- 
sent, but  they  were  not  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  views  or 
his  opinions.  He  was  sincerely  desirous  to  co- 
operate with  his  State  in  limiting  any  dangerous 
powers  of  the  banks,  in  enlarging  the  circula- 
tion of  gold  and  silver,  and  in  suppressing  the 
small-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoid  that  explo- 
sion which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  exces- 
sive issues  of  bank  paper.  But  a  total  annihi- 
lation of  all  the  banks  of  his  own  State,  now 
possessing  a  chartered  capital  of  near  forty 
millions  of  dollars,  would,  Mr.  W.  knew,  pro- 
duce almost  universal  bankruptcy,  and  was  not, 
he  believed,  anticipated  by  any  one  of  his  con- 
stituents, f ' 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
this  measure  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution,  by  authorizing  the  receipt  of 
paper  money  in  revenue  payments.  If  so,  then 
the  constitution  never  has  had  an  existence ; 
for  the  period  cannot  be  designated  when  paper 
money  was  not  so  receivable  by  the  Federal 
Government.  This  species  of  money  was  ex- 
pressly made  receivable  for  the  public  dues  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  immediately  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  which 
remained  in  force  untU  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven 
until  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  when, 
again,  by  an  act  of  Congress  then  passed,  and 


which  has  just  expired,  it  was  so  authorized  to 
be  received  during  all  that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  have  expired,  there  is  that 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  law  still  in  force,  ex- 
pressly authorizing  the  notes  of  the  specie-paying 
banks  of  the  States  to  be  received  in  revenue 
payments.  It  is  the  joint  resolution  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  approved  by  President  Madi- 
son.    That  joint  resolution  is  in  these  words : 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  In  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States." 

Commenting  upon  this  resolution,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  in  his  speech  of  December  last, 
declared : 

"  This  is  the  law,  continued  Mr.  Benton,  and  noth- 
ing can  be  plainer  than  the  right  of  selection  which 
It  gives  to  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

"  The  words  of  the  law  are  clear ;  the  practice 
under  it  has  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the 
date  of  its  passage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty 
years,  and  under  three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury  have  acted  alike.  Each  has  made 
selections,  permitting  the  notes  of  some  specie-pay- 
ing banks  to  be  received,  and  forbidding  others." 

Here  this  joint  resolution  is  admitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  be  "the  law,"  and 
that  the  practice  under  it  has  been  uniform  to 
receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  If, 
then,  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  constitution  never  has  had  any 
existence,  except  in  the  golden  visions  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri.  Sir,  what 
more  is  done  by  the  biU  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  now  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  been 
already  accomplished  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816?  This  bin,  as  thus  engrossed,  is  as 
follows : 

"An  act  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receiv- 
able for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  effect  a  collection 
of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States,  whether 
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arising  from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in 
the  manner  and  on  the  principles  herein  provided : 
that  is,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
TJnited  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  following  restrictions 
and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to  wit :  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received  on 
account  of  the  pubUc  dues ;  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  laank  which  shall  issue  or 
circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  hke  prohibition 
shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing 
bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
notes  shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  or  receivers 
of  the  public  money  which  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash : 
Provided,  That  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refuse  to 
receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  receives  on  general  deposit,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  withdraw  the 
public  deposits  from  said  bank." 

Now,  the  principal  difference  between  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  and  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816  consists  in  the  exclusion  by  the  bill  of 
notes  of  small  denominations  from  revenue 
payments.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  leave  the  resolution  of  1S16  in  fuU  force, 
unrepealed,  unmodified,  and  yet  objects  to  the 
measure  now  before  us.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  have  remain  in  force  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may,  at  his  discretion,  receive  for  the 
public  dues  bank  notes,  even  of  one  dollar ; 
and  yet  he  objects  to  a  measure  by  which  that 
discretion  is  limited  to  the  receipt  of  notes  of 
the  higher  denominations.  By  the  resolution, 
as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
collect  the  whole  public  revenue  in  bank  paper ; 
by  the  bill,  as  proposed,  a  portion  of  the  public 
dues  must  be  collected  in  gold  and  in  silver ; 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri  objects,  and 
denounces  the  measure  as  a  repeal  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
public  dues  in  bank  paper,  as  if  it  were  not 
authorized  already  by  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816,  which,  as  regards  the  customs,  is  un- 
touched even  by  the  Treasury  order.  Strange 
inconsistency !  singular  delusion !  But  has  it 
come  to  this :  that  Congress  has  surrendered 
an  unlimited  discretion,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  must  not 
now  interfere?  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  it  is  all  right  that  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  possess  the 
discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejecting 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  of 
discriminating  between  different  individuals  and 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue ;  of 
putting  up  and  putting  down  bank  paper  at  his 
pleasure — but  that  for  Congress  to  interpose 
and  define  or  limit  that  discretion  is  a  violation 
of  the  constitution.  That  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  regulate  the  currency  at  his 
pleasure,  and  put  up  and  put  down  State 
banks  and  their  paper,  is  all  right;  but  that  for 
Congress  to  limit  and  define  his  power,  in  these 
respects,  is  unconstitutional.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  then,  must  be  above  Congress, 
and  above  the  constitution,  possessing  an  omni- 
potent, unchangeable,  irreversible  power  on 
this  subject.  Is  not  the  Senate  astounded  by 
the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  such  doctrines 
upon  this  floor — doctrines  worthy  of  the  Polig- 
nacs  of  France,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  England, 
but  wholly  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  and  directly  contradictory,  as  shall 
be  shown  hereafter,  to  the  opinions  upon  this 
subject  of  our  patriotic  President?  Are  the 
American  people  prepared  to  sustain  these  doc- 
trines— doctrines  which  are  essentially  monar- 
chical, which  take  from  Congress  all  power 
over  this  subject ;  which  deny  their  authority, 
the  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  into  a  dictator,  whose 
mandates  we  may  not  control  or  alter  ?  Sir, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  thus 
abolish  our  power  on  this  subject,  and  render  it 
unconstitutional  for  us  to  interfere  with  his 
orders,  why  may  not  every  other  Secretary  of 
every  other  Department  claim  similar  power 
and  the  same  exemption  from  our  control? 
Such  doctrines  are  the  very  essence  of  despo- 
tism, and  now  for  the  first  time  have  they  been 
openly  avowed  upon  this  floor  and  in  this 
country.  Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  receive  or  reject  bank 
paper  at  bis  pleasure ;  may  receive  it,  as  he 
now  does,  for  customs,  and  reject  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  lands ;  and  that  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional for  Congress  to  regulate,  define,  and 
limit,  that  discretion.  Standing  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  the  constitution,  be  would  resist  such 
doctrines ;  for  they  can  only  be  maintained  by 
a  total  overthrow  of  free  government,  and  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  power. 
But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
he  objects  to  the  bill  of  the  committee  as  an 
act  of  Congress,  when  it  should  have  been  a 
resolution.  Sir,  does  that  Senator  contend  that 
in  directions  given  by  Congress  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  funds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  there  is  any 
distinction  between  a  ie  it  enacted,  and  a  he  it 
reached,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States? 
The  constitution  prescribes  no  such  form,  and 
recognizes  no  such  distinction.  It  requires 
joint  resolutions,  except  for  adjournment,  as 
well  as  laws,  to  be  approved  by  the  President ; 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


177 


JANCAJKY,  1837.] 


Treasury  Circular — Funds  receivailejbr  Public  Dues. 


[Senate. 


and  when  this  is  done,  they  have  the   same 
obligatory  energy  in  limiting  and  directing  the 
acts  oT  our  public  agents.     Sir,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  urged  this  new  objection,  he 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  his  speech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which,  when  commenting  upon  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816,  he  declared  "this  is 
the  law ;  "  but  now  that  Senator  would  have 
us  believe  that  a  joint  resolution  is  not  equiva- 
lent to  a  law  of  Congress.    Bnt  if  there  be 
this  distinction  between  a  law  and  a  joint  reso- 
lution, in  support  of  this  plea  of  abatement, 
upon  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri  now 
relies,  it  shall  be  shown,  before  the  close  of 
this  address,  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
has  Kimself,  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
proposed  laws,  and  amendments  to  laws,  ex- 
pressly authorizing  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;    and,  conse- 
quently, if  his  own  argument  be  true,  has  pro- 
posed a  repeal  of  the  constitution.     Before, 
however,   proceeding  to  this   branch   of   the 
subject,  let  me  ask,  if  the  reception  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  then  not  only  have 
Congress,  but  this  administration,  and  every 
one  that  preceded  it,  uniformly  violated  the 
constitution.     Down  to  the  period  of  the  Treas- 
ury order  of  July  last,  this  administration  has 
constantly  received  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
the  federal  revenue,  and  is  still  receiving  it, 
even  under  the  Treasury  order,  in  payment  of 
customs.     The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  is  a  bitter  denunciation  of  the 
whole  course  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
preceding  the  Treasury  order,  and  it  is  also  a 
denunciation  of  the  principles  of  that  order,  so 
far  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  customs.     The  administration  is  now 
receiving  bank  paper  in  payment  of  customs, 
and  no  change  on  this  subject  is  proposed  by 
the  President ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri tells  us,  that  for  Congress  to  authorize  the 
reception  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of   the 
public  dues  is  to  repeal  the  constitution.     Here 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  goes  far  beyond  the  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  this  subject.     But  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  objects  to  the  proviso   of   the  bill 
introduced  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  deposits  from  any  bank  which 
refuses  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  cash,  the  notes  of  such  specie-paying 
banks,  receivable  under  this  bill,  as  the  bank 
receives  on  general  dsposit.     This  proviso  is  a 
wholesome  restriction  upon  the  abuse  of  power 
by  the  deposit  banks.    It  will  curtail,  and  was 
intended  to  curtail,  the  power  of  the  deposit 
banks.    It  will  arrest  an  odious  monopoly,  by 
preventing  the   deposit  banks    from    making 
their  notes  the  only  paper  receivable  for  the 
public  dues ;    thus  rendering,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  paper  of  these  banks  the  only 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  the 
manifest  inconvenience  of  the  people,  and  the 
Voi,.  xni.— la 


severe  oppression  of  other  State  banks  equally 
as  solvent  as  these  institutions.  It  will  prevent 
an  oligarchy  of  deposit  banks  from  controlling 
the  currency,  and  exercising  a  power  over  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  quite  as  despotic  as 
that  possessed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  reject  this  proviso  we  shall  only 
have  disenthralled  the  American  people  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  one  master,  to 
substitute  eighty  masters;  a  combination  of 
which,  uncontrolled  by  this  proviso,  might  hold 
in  their  power  the  prosperity  of  this  nation. 
This  same  power  was  confided,  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  existence,  as  well  as 
the  exercise,  of  this  power,  by  that  officer,  was 
deemed,  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  most 
wise  and  salutary.  Yet  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri now  objects  to  this  power,  and  says  he 
would  not  intrust  it  even  to  the  administration 
of  the  President  or  of  his  successor.  Indeed ! 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary 
power  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  any 
deposit  bank,  thus  abusing  its  authority,  and 
oppressing  the  people,  in  the  contingency  re- 
ferred to  in  the  proviso ;  and  yet  he  would 
permit  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  to  remain 
unrepealed  and  unmodified,  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  might,  at  his  discretion, 
regulate  the  whole  currency  of  the  country, 
receive  or  reject  bank  paper  at  his  option, 
change  and  rechange  his  orders  upon  this  sub- 
ject, introduce  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  exercise  over  this  whole  subject 
powers  unregulated  and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  stops  at  the  molehill  of 
this  proviso,  whilst  he  surmounts  the  mountain 
which  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powers  which  that  Senator  would 
intrust,  without  any  regulation,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  prove 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  himself 
originally  proposed  something  similar  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  he  now  denounces  as 
a  violation  of  the  constitution  ;  and  especially 
that  he  had  directly  proposed,  by  resolution 
as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  and,  un- 
til very  recently,  limited  himself  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  as  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  committee.  And,  first,  Mr. 
W.  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under 
date  of  the  9th  April,  18S4,  as  follows : 

"  The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton, 
was  considered : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  House,  respectively,  what  alterations,  if 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made  »*»«■*»  3.  In 
the  joint  resolution  of  181C,  (for  the  better  collection 
of  the  revenue,)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under 
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twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  a  given 
period,  and  to  make  the  revenue  system  of  the  United 
States  instrumental  in  the  gradual  suppression  of  the 
small-note  circulation,  and  the  introduction  of  goldand 
silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the  country." 

Here  it  vpill  be  perceived  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  then  considered  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  1816  as  requiring  alterations  hy  Con- 
gress, so  as  "to  exclude  all  hank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  a 
given  period."  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
sition, by  tliat  Senator,  to  do  precisely  what  is 
done  by  the  bill  of  the  committee,  as  regards 
the  exclusion  from  revenue  payments  of  notes 
only  "  under  twenty  dollars."  Why,  then,  does 
the  Senator  now  denounce  what  was  then  his 
own  project  as  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  ? 

His  project  then  wa.s,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  ex- 
clude all  but  gold  and  silver  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, and  cut  loose  the  Federal  Government 
from  the  paper  system,  but  the  very  reverse, 
namely :  to  authorize  bank  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  received  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. And  how  received  ?  "Why,  by  regula- 
tions then  proposed  by  him,  to  be  made  by 
Congress — by  alterations  of  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator  then  also 
proposed  to  make  "  the  revenue  system  of  the 
United  States  instrumental  in  the  gradual  sup- 
pression of  the  small-note  circulation,  and  the 
introduction  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common 
currency  of  the  country."  The  terms  "  com- 
mon currency,"-  as  distinguished  from  exclusive 
currency,  are  italicized  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  and  the  suppression 
confined  to  "  the  small-note  circulation."  This 
suppresion  of  "  the  small-note  circulation,"  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  was  to  be  effected 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  revenue  system 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  is  not  all  this 
precisely  what  is  proposed  in  the  bill  of  the 
committee?  And  are  not  that  bill  and  this 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  substan- 
tially the  same  ?  Since  this  period,  a  great  revo- 
lution appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  honorable  Senator,  both  as  regards 
questions  relating  to  the  currency  and  to  con- 
stitutional law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  satis- 
fied to  encourage  the  circulation  of  bank  notes 
not  under  twenty  dollars,  and  to  receive  them 
in  revenue  payments.  Now,  nothing  will 
answer  his  purpose  but  gold  and  silver ;  and, 
to  authorize  any  thing  else  to  be  received  in 
revenue  payments  is  denounced  as  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution !  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  then 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  stands  upon  the  Sen- 
ate journals  self-convicted  of  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  constitution, 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  has  embodied 
the  twenty-dollar  principle  as  connected  with 
the  federal  revenue,  in  an  act  of  Congress,  not 
a  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  under  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1836, 
as  follows : 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  bill 


entitled  '  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners,'  &c. 
The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton, 
being  under  consideration : 

"  Sec.  ■ — .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
hereafter  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever, in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note  of  any  denomination  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issued,  and 
which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place 
where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or-  silver 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without 
delay  or  loss  to  him." 

This  section  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress referred  to,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the 
land,  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  received  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
This  provision,  it  is  true,  is  confined  to  pay- 
ments by  the  United  States.  But  if  the  United 
States,  under  this  law,  are  to  pay  out  bank 
notes  not  under  twenty  dollars,  how  can  this 
be  done  if  they  are  not  authoiized  to  receive 
such  notes?  What  could  be  more  contradic- 
tory than  a  bill,  the  first  section  of  which 
should  authorize  notes  not  under  twenty  dol- 
lars to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
second  section  of  which  should  prohibit  the 
United  States  from  receiving  in  payment  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver?  How  could  the 
United  States,  by  law,  in  all  time  to  come,  pay 
out  that  which  by  law  they  were  debarred  from 
receiving?  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  then, 
has,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  the  paper  system.  This  section, 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  would  come  in  very  properly  as  an 
additional  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  us ;  hut 
as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  shall 
be  quoted  hereafter,  proposed  by  that  Senator, 
to  re-establish  a  currency  of  gold  and  silver  for 
the  Federal  Government,  it  would  be  ridiculous 
and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
had  still  further  committed  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  had  not  only  directly  countenanced 
the  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  in  bank 
notes,  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  last 
session,  the  creation  by  Congress,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, of  new  banks,  authorized  to  issue  notes 
not  less  than  twenty  dollars.  Mr.  W.  here  read 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  under  date  of 
the  4th  June,  1836,  as  follows : 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  report  separate  bills  for  the  in- 
corporation of  new  banks,  with  small  capitals,  adapted 
to  the  capacity  of  the  District  to  sustain  specie  banks, 
and  strictly  limited  to  the  business  of  the  place ;  the 
said  incorporations  to  contain,  among  other  provisions, 
the  following  principles  ;  4.  The  banks  to  issue  no 
notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars ;  and 
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all  notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  by 
other  banks,  to  be  prohibited  from  circulation  with- 
in the  District.  5.  All  the  notes  and  paper  currency 
issued  by  said  banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver ; 
one-half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  demander,  the 
other  half  at  the  option  of  the  bank." 

TSo'W,  Mr.  W.  "would  ask,  if  Congress  could 
hj  law  establish  even  in  this  District  a  certain 
number  of  banks  authorized  to  issue  notes  of 
a  certain  denomination,  could  it  not  exercise 
the  smaller  power  of  authorizing  the  reception 
of  bank  notes  in  revenue  payments  ?  But,  Mr. 
"W.  said,  he  quoted  this  to  show  that  even  at 
this  late  period  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
not  prepared  to  do  execution  on  all  banks  and 
all  bank  paper.  There  were  some  curious  mat- 
ters connected  with  these  propositions  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  His  fifth  proposition 
required  ".all  notes  and  paper  currency  issued 
by  said  hanks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver ; 
one-half  of  either  at  the  option  of  the  de- 
mander, the  other  half  at  the  option  of  the 
bank ;  "  and  this  same  provision  the  honorable 
Senator  also  proposed  to  apply  to  "  the  deposit 
banks,"  "  inconsideration  of  being  made  or  con- 
tinued depositories  of  the  public  moneys."  Sir, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  would 
have  the  banks  pay  in  a  currency  better  than 
that  required  by  the  constitution.  By  that 
instrument,  gold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  hank  note  is  only  an 
evidence  of  a  debt  due  by  the  bank  to  the  hold- 
er of  the  note ;  but  the  honorable  Senator 
would  require  the  banks  to  pay  their  notes  in 
gold  and  silver,  one-half  of  each  metal.  "When 
a  note  of  a  thousand  dollars  shall  be  presented 
to  a  bank  for  redemption  in  specie,  it  is  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  will  not  require  those 
of  less  personal  prowess  than  himself  to  carry- 
away  five  hundred  dollars  in  silver,  when  the 
hank  otherwise  might  pay  the  whole  amount 
in  gold.  Such  equal  division  of  the  precious 
metals,  however  beautiful  in  theory,  would  be 
most  inconvenient  in  practice ;  and  if  the  hon- 
orable Senator  is  so  equally  attached  to  gold 
and  silver  as  to  be  resolved  on  having  a  pre- 
cisely equal  circulation  of  each,  there  is  one 
way  which,  if  it  were  not  presumptuous,  Mr. 
W.  could  recommend  to  his  serious  considera- 
tion. It  was  this.  That  Senator  took  great 
delight  in  exhibiting  a  new  and  favorite  coin 
of  his,  which  he  called  billon.  Mr.  W.  hoped 
he  pronounced  the  word  correctly ;  he  was  sure 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  did.  This  coin  was 
composed  partly  of  copper,  and  partly  of  silver, 
though  not  precisely  one-half  of  each;  the 
Senator  having  suffered  great  injustice  to  be 
done  to  the  silver,  by  permitting  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal, 
not  recognized  by  the  constitution  as  a  tender. 
Now,  Mr.  W.  would  suggest,  that  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  would  have  coined  a  new 
species  of  billon,  composed  of  gold  and  silver, 
precisely  one-half  of  each  in  value,  would  it 
not  answer  his  purpose?  Mr.  W.  would  not 
warrant  that  it  would  answer,  but  would  only 


suggest  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  as  a  substitute  for  his  proposed 
entire  equalization  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver,  by  compelling  the  hanks  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  one-half  of  each  metal,  especially 
as  these  hanks  might  not  find  it  very  conven- 
ient to  comply  with  these  requisitions,  and  as  a 
greater  quantity  of  one  metal  than  of  the  other 
might  find  its  way,  from  time  to  time,  out  of 
the  country,  and  thus  destroy  this  metallic 
equilibrium  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Thus  far  the  Senator  from  Missouri  seemed 
to  have  confined  his  views  to  the  exclusion  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars  in  revenue  pay- 
ments. But,  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  he 
changed  his  position,  and  introduced  into  the 
Senate  the  following  hill : 

"  A  bill  to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  Federal  Government. 

'^£e  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  bank  notes  and  paper  cur- 
rency of  every  description  shall  cease  to  be  received 
or  offered  in  payment,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  Post  Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  as  follows  :  of  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1837 ; 
of  less  denomination  than  fifty  dollars,  none  after  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1838 ;  of  less  denomination  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1839  ;  of  less  denomination  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1840  ;  of  less 
denomination  than  one  thousand  dollars,  none  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1841 ;  and  none  of  any  denom- 
ination from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1842. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  holding  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  which  person  or  bank  shall  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  elude,  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  against  the  laws ;  and  the  person  so  of- 
fending shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  the  bank  so  offending  shall,  on  satisfactory 
information,  be  discontinued  as  a  depository  of  public 
moneys." 

And  here  Mr.  W.  would  remark  that,  by  this 
bill,  bank  notes  were  permitted  to  be  received 
in  revenue  payments  until  the  3d  of  March, 
1842.  If,  then,  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  be  correct,  that  to  authorize,  by 
act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments  he  a  repeal  of  the  constitu- 
tion, this  bill  of  the  honorable  Senator  should 
have  been  entitled  a  repeal  of  the  constitution 
until  the  3d  of  March,  1842.  The  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  somewhat  remarkable.  All 
bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  were  immedi- 
ately excluded  ;  the  twenty-dollar  notes,  being 
the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution, 
were  executed  in  March,  1837 ;  those  of  fifty 
4ollars  in  March,  1838 ;  those  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  were  reprieved  till  March,  1841 ; 
and  in  March,  1842,  execution  was  done  on  all 
"  bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every  de- 
scription," and  "  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion "  was  re-established.    Now,  how  was  this 
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prodigious  revolution  to  be  effected  ?     Why,  by 
dismissing  from  office  any  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment who  should  receive  or  offer  in  payment 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  by  which  all 
were  to  be  excluded  but  converts  to  the  metal- 
lic currency  of  the  honorable  Senator ;  and  by 
discontinuing,  as   a  depository  of   the  public 
moneys,  any  bank  which   should    commit  a 
similar  offence.     Now,  does  any  Senator  be- 
lieve that  any  bank  would  accept  the  deposits 
on  such  terms  ?     That  it  must  pay  out  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
transfer  the  precious  metals  from  place  to  place, 
thousands  of  miles,  at  the  will  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    Eecollect  that  not  only  "  bank  notes," 
but  also  "  paper  currency  of  gvery  description," 
is  excluded  by  this  bill ;    and,  consequently, 
bank  drafts  would  he  as  effectually  refused  by 
this  bill  as  bank  notes.     Indeed,  the  authority 
to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  Western,  from 
any  bank,  constitutes  one  of  the  Senator's   ob- 
jections to  the  bill  of  the  committee.     Let  us 
suppose,  then,  that  the  Government  has  two 
millions  in  silver  at  Natchez,  which  it  desires 
at  four  different  points,  each  one  thousand  miles 
distant.     Will  it  transport  these  wagon  loads 
of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  the  money 
is  wanted  by  the  Government?  for,  recollect 
the  Government  must  have  the  hard  money,  for 
it  is  to  pay  out  as  well  as  receive  nothing  but 
this.     Is  this  practicable,  or  is  there  a  bank  in 
the  Union  that  would  accept  the  deposits  on 
such  terms  as  these  ?      The  banks  are  to  be 
continued  by  this  bill  as  depositories  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  we  are  to  reject  the  paper  of 
our  own  agents.     The  amount  of  the  public 
revenue  of  last  year  was  forty-seven  millions 
of  dollars.     Now,  all  this  we  are  to  intrust  to 
the  custody  of  the  banks ;  we  are  to  trust  them 
to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  refuse  to  receive  any  portion  of 
their  paper,  in  other  words,  trust  them  for  forty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  refuse  them  credit 
even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.     We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and 
then  set  about  the  work  of  their  destraction. 
Sir,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  insure  the 
abandonment  of  the  deposit  bank  system ;  and, 
as  fiscal  agents  we  must  have,  it  would  insure 
the  re-establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  oppressive  powers.     And 
here  let  me  ask,  can  any  thing  be  more  incon- 
sistent, as  well  as  impracticable,  than  to  employ 
the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  yet  reject  their  pa- 
per ?    If  it  be  unconstitutional  to  receive  one 
dollar  of  the  public  dues  in  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  is  it  not  equally  unconstitutional  to  make 
these  unconstitutional  banks,  issuing  this  un- 
constitutional currency,  our  fiscal  agents  for  the 
whole  amount  of  our  I'evenue,  by  bank  credits  ? 
Under  our  deposit  bill,  when  "we  confide  money 
to  a  deposit  bank,  have  we  not  previously  taken 
its  bond  to  repay  ?    And  if  we  take  its  bond, 
why  not  its  paper  ?    Sir,  to  carry  out  the  gen- 


^  tleman's  doctrine,  he  should  discard  the  deposit 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  employ  hundreds  of 
separate  individual  agents,  constantly  travers- 
ing the  country  in  all  directions,  with  mules  or 
wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  silver.     Such  a 
system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  re- 
quire an  army  of  agents  greater  than  our  whole 
standing  army,  to  receive,  transfer,  and  dis- 
burse, the  forty-seven  millions  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, the  amount  of  this  year's  federal  revenue. 
Such   a  system  would  enlarge  the  patronage 
and  power  of  the  General  Government  to  an 
almost    unlimited    extent,  and,  if   successful, 
paralyze  ■  the   State  Governments,  by  the  de- 
struction of  State  banks.  State  credit,  and  State 
institutions.     But  the  whole  system  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  it  is  time  that  the  country  should 
know  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  whole 
Senate,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  himself.     Sir,  that  Senator 
may  rally  three  or  four  votes  against  the  hill 
of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  objections 
to  the  details  of  the  measure,  and  not  because 
they  adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  on  this  subject.     If  the  constitution  is 
repealed  by  the  reception  of  bank  note,s  in 
revenue  payments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  never  come  to  the  rescue  till  the  10th 
of    June,  1836  ;  and  vrhy  did  he  then  permit 
the  session  to  pass  by  without  any  vote  upon 
the  measure ;  and  why  has  he  not  reintroduced 
it  at  this  session  ?     The  fact  is,  and  the  country 
should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
can  get  no  vote  for  this  bill  of  his,  except  his 
own.     Now,  at  this  moment,  he  may  bring  it 
forward,  or  at  any  period  of  the  session ;  we 
are  anxious  he  should  do  so ;  and  all  we  ask  is 
a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  show  the  American 
people  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  stands 
alone  on  this  subject.     Now,  the  measure  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  is  not  only  imprac- 
ticable, but  defeats  the  great   object  of  sup- 
pressing the  small-note  currency,  and  enlarging 
the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.     The  Federd 
Government,  aided  by  its  revenue,  by  the  de- 
positories of  its  money,  and  by  State  legislation, 
might  gradually  suppress  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  gold  and  silver  would  then 
necessarily  fill  the  vacuum,  and  constitute  the 
common  currency  of  the  country  in  the  ordinary 
transactions  between  the  dealer  and  consumer. 
This  would  disarm  the  State  banks  of  nearly 
all  power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  substitute  gold  and  silver  for  all 
that  great  portion  of  the  circulation  of  banks 
which  consists  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and  sol- 
-vent,  our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  apprehension  of  that  explosion  of  the  paper 
system  with  which  many  believe  we  are  now 
threatened.     This  was  a  practical  reform  of  the 
currency,  and  one  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
deeply  solicitous  to  see  effected ;   but  it  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  co-operation  with  Con- 
gress of  the  State  Legislatures.     The  reform, 
too,  must  be  by  gradual  and  successive  steps. 
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Therefore,  the  bill  only  proposed  the  refusal  of 
the  five-dollar  notes  after  the  30th  December, 
1839,  and  the  refusal  of  the  ten-dollar  notes 
after  the  30th  December,  1841,  periods  when 
Congress  will  be  in  session ;  and  if  the  States 
will  not  then  co-operate  with  us  in  this  reform, 
we  must,  as  the  representatives  of  their  wishes, 
repeal  or  modify  the  measure. 

But  wiU  the  measure  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  effect  any  useful  purpose?  It  holds 
out  to  the  State  banks  no  inducements  to  sup- 
press their  small-note  currency.  It  is  a  decla- 
ration of  war  by  this  Government  against  the 
people  of  the  States  and  the  banks  of  the 
States.  It  demands  that,  out  of  a  gold  and 
silver  currency  in  circulation,  of  twenty-eight 
millions,  (as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,)  we  should  pay  in  this  currency  a 
revenue  of  forty-seven  millions,  according  to  the 
receipts  of  this  year.  It  demands,  then,  an 
impossibility,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State 
banks  is  created  by  draining  them  of  their 
specie.  It  demands  that  this  gold  and  silver 
be,  at  all  the  various  points  of  collection  or 
payment,  at  all  times,  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
make  these  revenue  payments  and  disburse- 
ments also.  It  would  withdraw  gold  and  silver 
from  general  circulation,  and  confine  its  use 
almost  wholly  to  revenue  payments  and  dis- 
bursements. It  is,  finally,  an  effort,  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  to  render  all  the 
notes  of  all  the  State  banks  uncurrent  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  and  is  equivalent  to  a 
demand  made  by  Congress  upon  the  State  banks 
to  surrender  their  charters,  or  upon  the  State 
Legislatures  to  repeal  them ;  and  Mr.  "W.  said 
he  had  never  been  authorized  by  the  State  of 
Mississippi  to  demand,  in  their  name,  a  repeal 
or  overthrow  of  any  of  their  State  institutions. 
To  the  extent  that  he  was  now  willing  to  go, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  had  distinctly  expressed  him- 
self in  an  address. preceding  his  election:  in 
favor  of  the  abandonment  of  the  small-note 
currency,  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes  "  for 
larger  amounts  "  "  of  the  solvent  State  banks," 
for  "  all  dues  to  the  National  Government;  "  in 
favor  of  the  enlargement  of  the  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  against  "an  exclusively 
metallic  currency."  Mr.  "W.  said,  having  been 
elected  with  the  open  avowal  of  these  doctrines, 
he  hoped  he  stood  not  only  upon  the  basis  of 
his  own  previously  expressed  views,  but  also 
upon  those  of  his  constituents,  in  supporting 
the  present  bill,  and  opposing  that  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri. 

T\Tiere  is  the  distinction,  in  principle,  as  re- 
gards the  reception  of  bank  paper  on  public 
account,  between  the  two  provisions?  And 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  thus  denouncing 
the  bill  of  the  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitution,  denounces  directly  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than 
a  State  Legislature,  can  make  any  thing  hut 
gold  or  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  by 
one  citizen  to  another ;  but  that  Congress,  or  a 


State  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may  waive 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  receive  bank 
paper  or  drafts,  in  payment  of  -any  debt,  is  a 
principle  of  universal  adoption  in  theory  and 
practice,  and  never  doubted  by  any  one  .until 
at  the  present  session  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri.  The  distinction  of  the_  Senator  in 
this  respect  was  as  incomprehensible  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  as  he  believed  it  was  to  every  Senator, 
and,  indeed,  was  discernible  only  by  the  magni- 
fying powers  of  a  solar  microscope.  It  was  a 
point-no-point,  which,  like  the  logarithmic 
spiral,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperbolic  curve, 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching ; 
an  infinitesmal,  the  ghost  of  an  idea,  not  only 
without  length,  breadth,  thickness,  shape, 
weight,  or  dimensions,  but  without  position — 
a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted  before 
the  bewildered  vision  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
when  traversing,  in  his  fitful  somnambulism, 
that  tesselated  pavement  of  gold,  silver,  and 
billon,  which  that  Senator  delighted  to  occupy. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  might  have 
heaped  mountain-high  his  piles  of  metal ;  he 
might  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotic  fiight,  over 
the  banks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  sword 
their  officers,  stockholders,  directory,  and  legis- 
lative bodies  by  which  they  were  chartered ; 
he  might,  in  his  reveries,  have  demolished  their 
charters,  and  consumed  their  paper  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloquence ;  he  might  have  transacted, 
in  fancy,  with  a  metallic  currency  of  twenty- 
eight  millions  in  circulation,  an  actual  annual 
business  of  fifteen  hundred  millions,  and  Mr. 
W.  would  not  have  disturbed  his  beatific  visions, 
nor  would  any  other  Senator — for  they  were 
visions  only,  that  could  never  be  realized — but 
when,  descending  from  his  etliereal  flights,  he 
seized  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  as 
criminals,  arraigned  them  as  violators  of  the 
constitution,  and  prayed  Heaven  for  deliverance 
from  them,  Mr.  W.  could  he  silent  no  longer. 
Yes,  even  then  he  would  have  passed  lightly 
over  the  ashes  of  the  theories  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  desired  to  make  assaults 
upon  any,  it  would  be  npon  the  living,  arid  not 
the  dead ;  but  that  Senator,  in  the  opening  of 
his  (Mr.  W-'b)  address,  had  rejected  the  olive 
branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
mutual  friends,  against  his  own  judgment,  he 
had  extended  to  the  honorable  Senator.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  had  thus,  in  substance, 
declared  his  "  voice  was  stiU  for  war."  Be  it 
so  ;  hut  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  all  recollect 
that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  the  aggressor ;  and 
that,  whilst  he  trusted  be  never  would  wanton- 
ly assail  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Sen- 
ator, he  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  so  abject 
or  degraded  as  to  submit,  with  impunity,  to 
unprovoked  attacks  or  unfounded  accusations 
from  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus  submit,  he 
would  be  unfit  to  represent  the  noble,  generous, 
and  gallant  people,  wliose  rights  and  interests 
it  was  his  pride  and  glory  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect, whose  honor  and  character  were  dearer 


182 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Copyrights  to  Foreigners. 


[Febbuaky,  1837. 


to  Mm  than  life  itself,  and  should  never  be 
tarnished  by  any  act  of  his,  as  one  of  their 
humble  representatives  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  EivBS  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  AVal- 
KEE  for  his  able  and  satisfactory  defence  of  the 
bill.  He  should  not  be  able  to  add  much  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
but  was  desirous  of  adding  his  mite  in  reply  to 
so  much  of  what  had  so  zealously  been  urged 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  as 
had  not  been  touched  upon  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Land  Committee ;  and,  as  he  understood 
there  were  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  who  were  desirous  of  being  heard,  he 
suggested  the  propriety  of  deferring  further 
debate  on  the  bill  to  Monday.  This  was,  after 
some  conversation,  agreed  to. 

Tfumlcs  to  the  Vice  President. 
Mr.  Benton  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  cordially  reciprocate  the 
sentiments  of  personal  kindness  expressed  by  Maktin 
Van  Buken,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
towards  the  members  of  this  body,  upon  taking  leave 
of  them;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  to  him,  in  testimony  of  the  impartiaUty, 
dignity,  and  ability,  with  wliich  he  has  presided 
over  their  deliberations,  and  of  their  entire  approba- 
tion of  liis  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  as  President  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  up 
the  resolution  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

The  Ohaib  stating  that  this  could  only  be 
done  by  unanimous  consent, 

Mr.  Oalhoun  objected. 

Mr.  Btjohanan  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
resolution  would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  inquired  whether  it  was  usual 
to  pass  a  vote  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Benton  quoted  several  precedents  to 
show  that  it  was ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Oalhotjn,  observing  that  it  was  a  mere 
formality,  withdrew  his  objection ;  and  the 
question  being  put,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to,  nem.  con. 


Monday,  January  30. 
American  Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Olat  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial 
from  the  Colonization  Society,  presented  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  expressing  the  hope  that 
there  would  be  no  further  debate  upon  it,  and 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
of  taking  up ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Kobinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
"Wall— 16. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Outhbert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,   Linn,   Lyon, 


Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Eives, 
Buggies,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright — 
25. 

Treasury  Circular. 

The  bill  to  designate  and  limit  the  funds 
which  shall  be  receivable  for  the  public  rev- 
enue was  taken  up  as  the  special  order,  and 

Mr.  EivBs  addressed  the  House  at  length  in 
its  support,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benton.  [This 
speech  was  not  reported.] 

Public  Lands. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buchanan's 
amendment  to  this  bill,  allowing  parents  to  en- 
ter small  tracts  for  their  children,  to  be  patent- 
ed when  they  should  come  of  age — 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
agreed  to. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Blinois,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Prentiss,  Eives,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlmson,  Walter, 
Wall,  Webster,  White— 28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore, 
Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Preston,  Buggies,  Tipton, 
Wright— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walkee,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a 
tract  in  his  own  name  until  he  is  21  years 
old. 


Thuesdat,  February  2. 
Hon.  Alexander  Mouton,  Senator  elect  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  vice  Mr.  Poetee,  resign- 
ed, was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Copyrights  to  Foreigners. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  bfegged  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  a  memorial  or  address  from 
certain  living  authors  of  Great  Britain.  Among 
the  subscribers  to  it  would  be  recognized  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  the  literary 
world — names  (said  he)  with  which  we  have 
been  long  familiar,  and  whose  admirable  pro- 
ductions have  often  instructed  and  delighted  ns 
all.  They  represent  that,  owing  to  tiie  want 
of  legal  protection  in  the  United  States,  they 
are  deprived  of  the  benefit  here  of  their  literary 
property  ;  that  their  works  are  published  with- 
out any  compensation  being  made  to  them  for 
their  copyrights ;  that  they  are  frequently  alter- 
ed and  mutilated,  so  as  to  affect  injuriously 
their  reputations ;  and  that  an  arrangement 
which  they,  or  some  of  them,  had  made  with 
booksellers  in  the  United  States,  to  seciu-e  a 
fair  and  just  remuneration  for  their  labors,  had 
been  defeated  by  the  practice  of  other  Amer- 
ican booksellers.  They  therefore  request  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  which  their  right  of 
property  may  be  protected. 

I  am  quite  sure,  (continued  Mr.  Clay)  that  I 
need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  this  address 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


183 


Febroart,  1837.] 


Copyrights  to  Foreigners. 


[Senate. 


to  the  attentive  and  friendly  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  and  every  member  of  it.  Of  all 
classes  of  our  fellow-beings,  there  is  none  that 
Las  a  better  right  than  that  of  authors  and  in- 
ventors, to  the  kindness,  the  sympathy,  and  the 
protection  of  the  Government.  And  sm-ely 
nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than' that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  interrup- 
tion for  a  limited  time,  the  property  created  by 
their  own  genius.  Unfortunately,  but  too  often 
dependent  upon  that  alone,  if  they  are  depriv- 
ed of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence. The  signers  of  this  address  may,  with 
more  confidence,  indulge  the  hope  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  which  they  solicit,  from  the 
consideration  that,  according  to  the  liberality 
of  the  British  practice,  the  security  of  copy- 
right is  not  restricted  to  British  subjects,  but  is 
equally  enjoyed  by  foreigners.  And  I  under- 
stand that  there  are  instances  of  American  au- 
thors who  have  availed  themselves  of  it.  When 
we  reflect  what  important  parts  of  the  great 
republic  of  letters  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  are,  and  consider  their  common  origin, 
common  language,  and  similarity  of  institutions, 
and  of  habits  of  reading,  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  every  motive  for  reciprocating  between  the 
two  countries  the  security  of  copyrights.  In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  any  ground  of  just  objection, 
either  in  the  constitution  or  sound  policy,  to 
the  passage  of  a  law  tendering  to  all  foreign 
nations  reciprocal  security  for  literary  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  0.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
Mr.  Pekstoit  had  no  doutt  of  the  general 
propriety  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  memorial ;  all  subjects  of  this  kind  were 
properly  brought  before  the  Library  Committee. 
But  the  subject  was  one  of  some  difficulty; 
there  was  a  large  and  meritorious  class  of  au- 
thors in  this  country,  who  had  a  direct  interest 
in  securing  to  the  authors  of  Great  Britain  the 
copyright  to  their  works,  because  copies  of 
these  works  were  sold  without  the  expense  of 
a  copyright,  and  thus  came  in  free  and  inju- 
rious competition  with  the  works  of  American 
authors.     But,  then,  publishers  had  an  opposite 
interest,  to  seize  upon  foreign  works  without 
price,  and  republish  them.     The  consequence 
was,  that  the  labor  of  foreign  authors  was  con- 
verted to  the  use  of  publishers  here,  wlio  often 
sent  into  the  market  a  most  despicable  article 
in  point  of  execution,  entirely  unworthy  of  the 
state  of  the  arts  in  this  country.    Publishers 
therefore,  had  arrayed  themselves  against  the 
object    of    this  memorial;    and  the    subject, 
therefore,   resolved  itself  into  a  complicated 
question  of  free  trade  and  protection  of  the  me- 
chanical arts,  with  which  is  numbered  the  art 
of  printing.     On  this  subject  Mr.  P.  was  not 
now  prepared  to  decide.    They  had  two  au- 
thors to  our  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  in- 
terested in  the  protection  of  mental  labor; 
while  we  published  three  or  four  books  to 
their  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  interested 


in  protecting  publishers.  Mr.  P.  was  under- 
stood to  suggest  that  the  subject  ought  to  go  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Geundt  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five,  expressing 
the  desire  that  he  might  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  such  committee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  aware  that  the  interest  of 
booksellers  in  the  United  States  was  adverse  to 
the  object  of  this  memorial ;  but  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  was  of  a  character  or  nature  such 
as  required  its  rejection.  The  works  for  which 
copyrights  would  be  secured  in  this  country 
constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the  entire 
literature  of  Great  Britain  or  this  country ;  and 
of  the  works  of  the  distinguished  names  on  this 
memorial,  the  copyright  of  a  great  portion  had 
expired,  which  was,  therefore,  subject  to  free 
publication  ;  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  in  this 
country.  By  several  living  foreign  authors,  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  secure  their  proper- 
ty in  this  country,  by  designating  the  book- 
sellers in  the  United  States  by  whom  alone 
their  works  were  to  be  published.  Tho  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksellers  also  published  their  works  without 
license,  so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefits  of  such  property  in  this  country.  Mr. 
C.  thought  the  proper  committee  was  that  on 
the  Judiciary,  though  he  would  not  object  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Btjohanan  said  when  this  question  came 
to  be  considered,  it  would  be  a  vexed  and 
difBcult  question.  He  would  not  discuss  it 
now,  but  he  saw  an  interest  involved  far  be- 
yond that  of  publishers,  to  whose  interest  he 
would  pay  a  smaller  regard ;  and  that  was  the 
interest  of  the  reading  people  of  the  United 
States.  Cheap  editions  of  foreign  works  were 
now  published  and  sent  aU  over  the  country  so 
as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  individual ; 
and  the  effect  of  granting  copyrights  asked  for  • 
by  this  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors 
who  were  anxious  to  have  their  works  appear 
in  a  more  expensive  form  would  prevent  the  is- 
suing of  these  cheap  editions;  so  that  the 
amount  of  republications  of  British  works  in 
this  country,  he  thought,  would  be  at  once  re- 
duced to  one-half.  But  to  live  in  fame  was  as 
great  a  stimulus  to  authors  as  pecuniary  gain  ; 
and  the  question  ought  to  be  considered, 
whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of  fame 
by  the  measure  asked  for,  as  they  would  gain 
in  money.  It  was  especially  well  worthy  of 
the  committee  to  go  beyond  publishers,  and  as- 
certain what  would  be  the  efiect  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  in  this  vast  country. 

Mr.  Geundy's  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  special  committee  was  thfen  carried ;  and 
the  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Clay,  Peestox, 
Buchanan,  Webster,  and  Ewing  of  Ohio,  to 
compose  the  committee. 
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Sattjkdat,  February  4. 
Copyrights  to  Foreigner^. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of 
additional  names  of  British  authors  to  the  ad- 
dress which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
other  day.  He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with 
the  other  names  attached  to  the  address,  and  be 
referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  that 
subject ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered.  He 
also  moved  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
member  of  the  select  committee ;  which  was 
ordered.  • 

Mr.  0.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
American  authors,  praying  amendments  in  the 
copyright  law.  They  represent  the  impor- 
tance of  native  literature,  and  the  propriety 
of  extending  to  it  reasonable  encouragement. 
They  state  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  book- 
sellers in  this  country  can  possess  themselves 
of  and  .publish  new  works  as  they  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  British  press,  without 
any  charge  on  account  of  the  copyright,  Amer- 
ican authors  of  similar  works  are  unable  to  ob- 
tain for  their  copyrights  a  fair  compensation. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  course  of  this 
business  was,  that  American  booksellers  have 
their  agents  in  Great  Britain,  who,  as  soon  as 
a  new  work  makes  its  appearance,  transmit  it 
to  them  by.  the  iirst  packet.  Sometimes  it  is 
received  from  the  packet  at  the  Narrows,  and 
the  vessel  being  detained  there  a  short  time, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  by  the  time  she  ar- 
rives at  the  wharves  the  work  is  published  and 
ready  for  distribution.  This  extraordinary  de- 
spatch is  effected  by  means  of  steam  presses,  and 
the  hundreds  of  hands  employed  by  some  of 
the  booksellers.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
work  is  often  slovenly  published,  on  bad  paper, 
with  bad  types,  and  i  omitting  maps,  diagrams, 
engravings,  and  other  illustrations.  This  the 
first  publishers  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publish  a  cheaper  edi- 
tion than  that  which  they  have  issued.  Pur- 
chased in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get 
the  genuine  production  of  the  British  author 
without  sending  abroad  for  it,  as  is  sometimes 
done. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  business  of  re- 
publishing in  this  country  late  British  works 
was  principally  confined  to  two  highly  respect- 
able houses  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  of 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  in  dis- 
paragement. They  merely  availed  themselves 
of  the  actual  state  of  things,  and  undoubtedly 
placed  the  American  public  under  obligations 
for  supplying  them  so  rapidly  and  so  cheaply 
with  the  latest  effusions  of  the  British  mind.* 

If  the  foreign  author  is  justly  secured  in  his 
rights  of  property,  the  practical  consequence 
will  probably  be,  that  he  will  sell  his  copyright 
to  some  American  publisher,  the  work  will  be 
carefully  and  deliberately  printed,  without  mu- 
tilation or  abstraction,  and  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion worthy  of  preservation. 

Mr.  0.  moved  the  reference  of  the  petition  to 


the  select    committee   heretofore   appointed; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  NiLES,  referring  to  the  memorial  from 
American  authors,  said  they  had  gone  one  step 
beyond  what  had  ever  been  done.  They  were 
not  satisfied  with  obtaining  the  right  to  the 
productions  of  their  own  minds,;  they  asked 
Congress  to  prohibit,  for  their  benefit,  the  use 
of  the  productions  of  others.  This  he  op- 
posed. 

Mr.  Peebton  was  not  adverse  to  granting 
copyrights  to  foreign  authors.  He  had  for- 
merly expressed  himself  in  favor  of  this  grant  to 
foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been  a  mo- 
tive for  sending  petitions  on  the  subject ;  and 
all  his  inclinations  were  still  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  measure.  He  believed,  also, 
that  Congress  possessed  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  pass  it,  and  by  that  jjart  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  provides  for  the  promotion  of  knowl- 
edge. 

We  had  been  in  the  daily  habit,  Mr.  P.  said, 
of  appropriating  to  our  use  the  productions  of 
minds  beyond  the  Atlantic,  without  any  recom- 
pense. AVe  had  luxuriated  in  the  works  of  Sir 
"Walter  Scott  without  any  remuneration  to  him, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  toiling  night  and  day 
to  pay  a  debt ;  when,  if  he  had  received  from 
us  the  thousandth  part  of  the  value  of  his 
works,  the  debt  would  have  been  paid.  Mr. 
P.  had  always  regarded  this  as  an  instance  of 
ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  him  very 
strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Niles,  said  he  was 
very  glad  of  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  and 
they  would  doubtless  receive  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  But  he  thought  he 
would  be  satisfied  that  no  such  mischief  was 
intended  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  object 
was  to  put  foreign  authors  on  the  same  footing 
on  which  our  own  authors  are  in  England.  He 
thought  the  extension  of  copyrights  would  not, 
on  the  whole„make  any  addition  to  the  cost  of 
the  books. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  ordered. 

Election  of  President  and  Vice  President — 
Mode  of  counting  Yotes. 

Mr.  Geundy,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the  mode  of 
examining  and  counting  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  v^hether  any  votes  have 
been  given  by  persons  not  competent  under  the 
constitution,  made  a  special  report  thereon; 
which  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  some  instances  not 
more  than  four  or  five  electors  have  been 
chosen  in  some  of  the  States,  who  are  officers 
of  the  General  Government,  (deputy  post- 
masters,) and  that  such  votes  are,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  not  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution ;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  few  votes  thus  given  will  not 
vary  the  result  of  the  election,  as  it  was  not 
contemplated  by  any  one  that  the  appointment 
of  one  ineligible  elector  would  vitiate  the  vote 
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of  his  State.  The  report  concludes  with  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  President 
of  the  Senate  shall  be  the  presiding  officer ;  that  one 
person  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they 
shall  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce 
the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the 
two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be 
.  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
together  with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Resolved,  That  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michi- 
gan, if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not 
essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  they 
shall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in 
the  following  manner :  "  Were  the  votes  of  Michi- 
gan to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for 

President  of  the  United  States, votes.    If  not 

counted,  for  A.  B.  for  President  of  the  United  States, 

votes.    But  in  either  event  A.  B.  is  elected 

President  of  the  United  States."  And  in  the  same 
manner  for  Vice  President. 

Mr.  NoEVELL  said  that  the  resolutions  were 
joint  resolutions.  The  first  prescribed  the 
usual  manner  in  which  the  two  Houses  assem- 
bled together  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
February,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  To  this,  of  course,  he  had  no 
objection.  The  second  resolution,  in  relation 
to  the  votes  of  Michigan,  declared,  in  substance, 
that  if  they  were  not  essential  to  the  election 
of  a  President,  they  should  be  announced,  but 
need  not  be  received  as  good.  Theh-  reception, 
then,  as  sound  votes,  depended  upon  a  contin- 
gency which  it  was  known  would  not  happen. 
He  called  for  a  division  of  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and 
his  colleague  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
recording  their  votes  against  the  second  reso- 
lution. Michigan,  when  the  people  of  that 
State  gave  thek  votes  for  presidential  electors, 
was  a  sovereign  State,  acknowledged  to  be  such 
by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
She  was  now,  before  her  electoral  votes  were 
to  be  counted,  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Union, 
acknowledged  to  be  such  by  another  act  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  He  had,  there- 
fore, risen  to  enter  his  most  solemn  protest,  in 
behalf  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  against  any 
decision  of  this  body,  or  of  Congress,  which 
would,  even  by  implication,  have  the  effect  of 
preventing  their  electoral  votes  from  being 
counted  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States;  and  upon  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  second  resolution,  he  requested  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  taken. 

Mr.  Grundy  observed  that  the  committee 
were  unanimous  for  reporting  the  second  reso- 
lution.   The  same  course  had  been  pursued 


with  regard  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  under 
the  like  circumstances;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  where 
the  rock  lies  which  may  destroy  this  Govern- 
ment, they  would  perceive  that  the  committee 
had  good  reasons  for  recommending  the  resolu- 
tion objected  to.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  G.,  the 
two  Houses  should  differ  and  separate,  and 
suppose  the  House  should  refuse  to  send  for 
the  Senate  again :  where  wUl  be  your  Presi- 
dent or  Vice  President?  Though  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  admission 
of  Michigan,  yet  he  thought  it  better,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  her  vote  should  not  be 
counted,  except  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the 
second  resolution.  To  count  the  vote  could  do 
no  good,  inasmuch  as  it  would  not  vary  the  re- 
sult ;  and  it  might  do  harm.  No  man  was 
more  anxious  than  he  was  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan;  yet  he  must  express  the  opinion 
that  she  was  not  a  State  of  this  Union  when 
she  gave  her  vote. 

Mr.  NoEVBLL  said  that,  if  this  Union  should 
ever  receive  a  shock,  as  intimated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  it  would  arise  from  the 
practice  of  injustice  by  this  Government  tow- 
ards one  or  more  of  the  States  of  the  confeder- 
acy and  not  from  the  right  decision  of  such  ques- 
tions as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception 
of  the  votes  of  a  State  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  by  whom  she, 
as  well  as  the  other  States,  was  to  be  governed, 
could  never  endanger  the  Union.  The  result 
of  the  late  election,  he  knew,  could  not  be 
varied  by  the  votes  of  Michigan ;  and  less 
hazard  would,  therefore,  be  encountered  at  this 
time  in  properly  deciding  tlie  question  upon 
receiving  the  votes  of  States  in  similar  circum- 
stances with  Michigan,  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  case  of  Missouri,  quoted  by  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  in  support  of  the  second  reso- 
lution, was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  Michigan.  Missouri  was  a 
State  when  her  electors  were  chosen,  but  she 
was  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  assembled  to  count  the 
electoral  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. She  was  not  admitted  until  some  months 
afterwards ;  but  the  State  of  Indiana  did  pre- 
sent a  precisely  analogous  case  to  that  of  Michi- 
gan. Indiana,  when  her  electors  were  chosen, 
had  formed  her  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment ;  but  she  was  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
until  some  time  in  the  succeeding  December. 
She  became,  however,  a  member  of  the  Union 
before  the  electoral  votes  were  counted.  When 
the  two  Houses  assembled,  and,  in  counting  the 
votes,  came  to  those  of  Indiana,  objection  was 
made  to  their  reception.  The  two  Houses  sep- 
arated. Some  discussion  arose  in  both  on  the 
subject ;  but,  before  the  point  was  directly  de- 
cided by  either,  a  message  was  sent  by  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  to  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  count. 
When  they  came  together  again,  the  votes  of 
Indiana  were  counted,  and  recorded  among  the 
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electoral  votes  of  the  other  States.  Such  is 
exactly  the  situation  of  Michigan.  But  he  had 
not  risen  to  provoke  debate.  His  object  was 
simply  to  protest  against  the  principle  of  the 
second  resolution  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  and  to  ask  for  himself  and  his  col- 
league the  poor  privilege  of  recording  their 
names  against  it.  He  did  not  know  that  they 
would  be  sustained  by  the  vote  of  any  other 
Senator  present. 

Mr.  Olat  said  that  the  committee  had  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  course  adopted  in  the  case  of 
Missouri;  and  the  Senators  from  Michigan 
would  see  that  there  was  to  be  no  exclusion  of 
their  votes,  though  no  use  might  be  made  of 
them.  Whether  they  were  counted  or  not, 
the  result  would  be  the  same.  Now,  when 
gentlemen  reflected  for  a  moment  upon  the 
operations  of  this  Government,  the  difficulties 
to  be  settled,  the  important  questions  pending, 
and  especially  the  one  as  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate,  they  would  see  at  once  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  doing  any  thing  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  creating  excitement, 
or  throwing  any  difficulty  in  the  way  at  this 
particular  juncture,  when  they  were  about  to 
decide  on  so  very  important  a  question  as  would 
have  to  be  disposed  of  on  Wednesday  next. 

With  regard,  then,  to  what  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  (Mr.  ZsToevell)  had  said  as  to  Michi- 
gan being  similarly  situated  to  Missouri  and 
Indiana,  when  they  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  yet  they  were  permitted  to  vote, 
he  could  not  agree  with  him.  The  case  of 
Michigan  was  not  exactly  that  of  Missouri,  nor 
that  of  Indiana.  The  act  of  Congress  passed 
admitted  her  on  certain  conditions,  and,  having 
accepted  those  conditions,  she  became  a  State, 
and  performed  all  her  functions  as  a  State,  and 
had  given  her  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President ;  and  but  for  the  formality  of  this 
resolution,  which  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee,  she  was  put  upon  precisely  the  same 
footing  as  the  States  which  bad  been  mentioned. 
Whilst,  then,  he  admitted  there  was  some  sligbt 
difference  between  the  case  of  Michigan  and 
that  of  Missouri  and  of  Indiana,  he  could  not 
admit  that  Michigan  should  vote,  except  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  resolution ;  for  he 
thought,  under  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  matter,  it  would  be  better  to  take  the 
course  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  OALHOtwr  remarked  that,  notwithstand- 
ing what  was  said  by  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary, during  the  debate  on  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  they  would  now  see  that  she  was 
a  State,  de  faoto,  at  the  time  she  formed  her 
constitution.  Now,  if  they  applied  the  reason 
of  that  case  to  this,  what  was  the  result  ? 
Michigan  was  not  a  State  in  this  Union  when 
her  Senators  were  elected,  nor  when  she  voted 
for  President  and  Vice  President.  The  case 
was  really  a  clear  one,  and  any  reason  which 
would  exclude  these  votes  ought  to  have  ex- 
cluded her  Senators  from  taking  their  seats  on 
this  floor.    He  did  not  believe  that  doubtful 


questions  of  this  kind  should  be  waived ;  and 
this  question  should  be  settled  at  once.  He 
should,  therefore,  feel  himself  bound  to  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Lton  asked  what  course  the  committee 
would  have  recommended  in  case  the  vote  of 
Michigan  had  varied  the  result.  Would  Michi- 
gan in  such  case  be  deprived  of  her  vote?  Mr. 
L.  referred  to  the  vote  of  Indiana,  which,  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  had  been  counted, 
and  contended  that  Michigan  was  as  much  en- 
titled to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of 
Indiana.  He  thought  the  Senate  would  not 
make  so  unjust  a  discrimination  between  the 
two  States  as  the  resolution  contemplated,  and 
he  would  unite  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Nok- 
vell)  in  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  Getjndt  replied  that  the  gentleman 
could  not  expect  him  to  answer  a  question 
which  the  wisest  of  their  predecessors  had 
purposely  left  undetermined.  What  might  be 
done  under  the  'circumstances  adverted  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  should  they  ever 
occur,  the  wisdom  of  the  day  must  decide. 

Mr.  Peeston  concurred  in  aU  the  views  taken 
by  his  colleague  in  regard  to  this  question. 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  adopted,  without  division ;  and  the 
second  was  adopted — yeas  34,  nays  9,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Eobinson,  Sevier,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright — 34. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Walker,  Wall — 9. 


Monday,  February  6. 

Abolition  of  /Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  that  he  was  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  two  memorials,  signed  by 
citizens  of  Carroll  and  White  counties,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  praying  Congress  to  abohsh 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  These 
petitions,  said  he,  are  printed  papers,  couched 
in  language  both  decorous  and  respectful,  and 
signed  by  citizens  of  great  respectability.  I 
acknowledge,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  petition  Congress  for  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one 
of  their  representatives  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  present  their  petitions,  and  to  ask  for 
them  a  respectful  consideration ;  but  I  feel  it 
to  be  due  to  the  petitioners,  to  the  Senate,  and 
to  myself,  to  state  respectfully  but  firmly,  that 
my  reflections  on  this  subject  have  brought  me 
to  a  conclusion  venr  different  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at. 

I  am  unable  to  perceive,  sir,  whence  it  is 
that  Congress  derives  the  power  to  interfere 
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■with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Onr  forefathers,  in  framing  the  federal  consti- 
tution, recognized  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
a  portion  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy,  by 
permitting  slaves  to  he  enumerated  in  appor- 
tioning representatives  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress. Every  attempt  made  by  citizens  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States  to  disturb  the  rights 
of  our  neighbors  to  this  species  of  property  dis- 
tracts the  peace  of  the  country  and  endangers 
the  existence  of  the  Union. 

It  is  contended  that  Congress  has  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  District  of  Columbia.  If 
that  be  granted,  it  is  but  a  delegated  and  limit- 
ed power,  not  original,  derivative.  Slavery 
existed  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  other  States, 
before  the  federal  constitution  was  adopted; 
slavery  then  belonged  exclusively  to  the  several 
States,  and  there  it  stiU  remains ;  their  enter- 
ing into  the  Union  did  not  yield  to  the  Federal 
Government  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
question  of  slavery  within  the  States  or  in  this 
District.  The  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Government  this  ten  miles 
square,  called  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  a 
seat  of  Government,  and  granted  to  Congress 
exclusive  legislative  powers  over  it  for  that 
purpose.  This  power  was  given  to  Congress 
by  the  States  for  special  purposes,  and  is  limit- 
ed, from  the  very  nature  of  the  grant.  Con- 
gress cannot  abolish  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press,  nor  establish 
a  national  church,  in  this  District,  any  more 
than  in  any  of  the  States ;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  Congress  has  a  right  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  District,  while  Virginia  and 
Maryland  continue  to  be  slave  States. 

Were  it  possible  that  the  petitioners  could 
effect  their  object,  and  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  they  would  erect  a  re- 
ceptable  in  the  midst  of  two  slaveholding  States 
for  fanatics,  abolitionists,  and  runaway  slaves, 
who  would,  from  their  stronghold  here,  spread 
dissatisfaction,  death,  and  destruction,  through 
the  surrounding  country.  Could  the  States 
who  ceded  the  District  have  anticipated  such 
a  result,  they  never  would  have  ceded  it  to  the 
United  States.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  happy  in 
being  able  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  there 
were  but  tliirty-three  names  signed  to  these 
petitions,  and  that  he  hoped  and  believed  that 
there  was  but  a  small  portion  of  his  constitu- 
ents in  favor  of  the  course  that  the  petitioners 
recommended ;  that  he  thought  it  was  best  to 
meet  this  question  fairly ;  and,  taking  the  sug- 
gestion of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
not  now  here,  (Mr.  Tyler,)  he  would  move  to 
refer  these  petitions  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Let  that  committee  give 
us  a  report  that  will  present  a  full  and  fair  view 
of  the  subject.  This,  he  thought,  would  quiet 
the  public  mind.  This  course  was  adopted  some 
years  ago,  when  Congress  was  overrun  with 
petitions  for  stopping  the  mail  on  Sunday.  The 
memorials  were  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee,  an^  one  able  report  from  the  chair- 


man of  the  committee  had  put  that  exciting  sub- 
ject to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  forever. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  the  hope  that  a  ques- 
tion would  he  made  on  the  reception  of  the 
petitions.  He  insisted  that,  if  an  objection 
should  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a  petition, 
it  was  the  rule,  and  for  forty  years  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  vote  of 
reception,  without  a  motion  not  to  receive. 
He  read  the  rule  on  this  point,  which  stated 
that  if  there  was  a  cry  of  the  House  to  re- 
ceive, and  no  objection  should  be  made,  or  if 
the  House  were  silent,  the  reception  would 
take  place  of  course.  Otherwise,  a  vote  mhst 
be  taken  on  its  reception.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had 
in  vain  insisted  on  this  at  the  last  session.  He 
hoped  the  Chair  would  now  sustain  the  rule, 
before  Mr.  C.  would  be  compelled  to  move  a 
non-reception. 

[An  extended  discussion  now  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing,  Tipton,  Morris,  Swift, 
Grundy,  White,  Buchanan,  Hubbard,  Bayard,  Davis, 
King  of  Georgia,  Southard,  Preston,  Webster,  Cuth- 
bert,  Eives,  and  Wall,  took  part,  when — ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  motion  to 
receive  the  memorial  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Kiug  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page, 
Preston,  Kives,  Kobinson,  Kuggles,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 31. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Clay,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Oliio,  Hen- 
dricks, Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster 
—15. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

Mexico — BeprUak  for  Non- Satisfaction  of 
Claiins. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session.  Congress  was  in- 
formed that  our  claims  upon  Mexico,  had  not  been 
adjusted,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  ef- 
fect upon  her  councils  of  the  movements  in  Texas, 
I  hoped,  by  great  forbearance,  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  again  bringing  the  subject  of  them  to  your  notice. 
That  hope  has  been  disappointed.  Having  in  vain 
urged  upon  that  Government  the  justice  of  those  claims, 
and  my  indispensable  obligation  to  insist  that  there 
should  be  "  no  further  delay  in  the  acknowledgment, 
if  not  in  the  redress  of  the  injuries  complained  of," 
my  duty  requires  that  the  whole  subject  should  be 
presented,  as  it  now  is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
whose  exclusive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further 
measures  of  redress  to  be  employed.  The  length  of 
time  since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed, 
the  repeated  and  unaTailing  applications  for  redress, 
the  wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon 
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the  property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  upon  the 
officers  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  of 
recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people  by  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  justify, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That 
remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and 
generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juries committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided ; 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  country,  we  should 
act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands.  To 
avoid  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as 
well  as  to  protect  our  own  national  character  from 
reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given,  with  the 
avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  immedi- 
ate satisfaction  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  re- 
petition of  the  demand  for  it.  To  this  end,  I  recom- 
mend that  an  act  be  passed  authorizing  reprisals,  and 
the  use  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  Executive,  against  Mexico,  to  enforce  them,  in 
the  event  of  a  refusal,  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in 
controversy  between  us,  upon  another  demand  there- 
of made  from  on  broad  one  of  our  vessels  of  war  on 
the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those 
accompanying  my  message  in  answer  to  a  call  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  ultimo, 
will  enable  Congress  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  heretofore  pursued,  and  to  decide  upon  the 
necessity  of  that  now  recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concmrence 
of  Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find  in  the 
condition  of  affairs  between  the  two  countries,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  accompanying  documents,  with  those 
referred  to,  any  well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that 
an  adjustment  of  the  controversy  between  them  can 
be  effected  without  a  resort  to  the  measures  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they  may  be  assured 
of  my  co-operation  in  any  other  course  that  shall  be 
deemed  honorable  and  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  February  6,  ISSY. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  accoinpaiiying  documents,  and  referred  to 
the  Oommittfee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Liberation  of  American  Slaws  ty  British  Au- 
thorities while  passing  from  one  United  States 
Port  to  another. 

A  resolution  offered  hy  Mr.  OALnomr,  calling 
on  the  President  for  information  in  regard  to 
the  aggression  committed  by  the  authorities  of 
Bermuda  on  a  Southern  vessel,  freighted  with 
slaves,  which  was  driven  by  distress  into  the 
ports  of  Bermuda,  coming  up  for  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Oalhoun-  observed  that  the  cases  referred 
to  in  the  resolution  presented  one  of  the  great- 
est outrages  ever  committed  on  the  rights  of 
individuals  by  a  civiUzed  power.  The  resolu- 
tion proposed  to  ask  from  the  President  copies 
of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken 
place  with  the  British  Government  relative  to 
the  seizure,  by  the  British  authorities,  of  the 
slaves  who  were  carried  as  passengers  in  two 


American  vessels.     One  of  these  vessels  had 
sailed  from  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board 
some  slaves,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  re- 
moving from  that  State  to  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi ;  and  she  was  wrecked  near  New  Provi- 
dence, where  the  slaves  were  forcibly  seized 
and  detained.     The  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina had,  in  consequence,  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation of  such  unwarrantable  conduct, 
and  unanimously  passed  resolutions  callingupon 
the  General  Government  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter.     The  other  case  was  that  of  a 
vessel  bound  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to   Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Having  met  with  very  stormy  weather,  she  was 
forced  into  the  port  of  Bermuda,  where  the 
British  authorities  took  possession  of  the  slaves, 
and  set  them  at  liberty.     He  insisted  that  there 
was  not  a  clearer  constitutional  question  than 
that  a  vessel  sailing  from  one  part  of  the 
United  States  to   another  was  as  free  from 
search   as  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
itself ;  and  when  a  vessel  was  forced  by  stress 
of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  she  was  entitled 
to  commiseration  on  account  of  her  situation. 
The  claims  of  humanity,  he  held,  were,  in  such 
cases,  to  be  superadded  to  the  laws  of  nations. 
These  points  being  so  clear,  he  was  astonished 
that  outrages  of  this  kind  had  been  committed 
for  the  last  three  years.     He  did  not  doubt,  for 
a  moment,  but  that  the  Executive  had  done 
his  duty,  and  exercised  his  accustomed  vigi- 
lance, in  reference  to  these  matters.    But  still 
he  (Mr.  0.)  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  it 
happened,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  that  the 
slaves  had  not  been  restored,  nor  any  compensa- 
tion made  to  the  owners.    Now,  this  resolution 
he  had  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  on  the  subject,  and  in  order  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  our  citizens. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gbtjndt, 
Mr.  Calhouit  modified  his  resolution,  so  as 
to  insert  in  it  the  words  "  provided  the  Presi- 
dent does  not  deem  it  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests ;  "   and    the    resolution,  thus 
amended,  was  adopted. 

Distribution  of  Boois. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  distribution, 
among  the  new  Senators,  of  nineteen  copies 
of  the  American  State  Papers,  published  by 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  coming  up  for  consid- 
eration— 

Mr.  Kjng,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  Peeston  objected  to  the  motion.  It  was 
a  question,  he  said,  of  mere  distribution;  and, 
if  an  inquiry  beyond  that  were  instituted,  it 
did  not  properly  belong  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Getjndt  was  opposed  to  any  reference. 
A  committee  could  do  nothing  to  assist  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Linn  suggested  the  propriety  of  throw- 
ing all  such  documents  into  the  library.    He 
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said  lie  was  perfectly  willing  to  do  so  with  Ms ; 
and  would  make  a  motion  to  that  effect  to- 
morrow, unless  some  other  Senator  would 
do  so. 

Mr.  Sbviee  said  that,  if  this  resolution  should 
not  he  carried,  he  should  vote  that  the  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  older  members 
should  be  restored. 

Mr.  EtJGGtES  said  that  those  could  not  be 
recovered  which  had  been  carried  away,  and 
some  of  the  Senators  would  be  unwilling  to 
restore  what  they  had  received.  He  thought 
it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been  said 
that  it  was  stolen  property.  If  it  were  so,  he 
was  disposed,  like  the  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
(Mr.  Sbvibb,)  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  to 
take  his  share  of  the  spoils,  whatever  might  be 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Bentost  suggested  two  amendments  to  the 
resolution :  first,  to  strike  all  out,  and  direct  the 
members  who  had  received  such  documents  to 
restore  them ;  and  if  that  should  fail,  he  would 
then  move  that  the  Secretary  should  get  the 
documents  at  the  lowest  price  for  which  they 
could  be  obtained.  He  would  also  move  here- 
after that  each  Senator  should  he  furnished 
with  the  legislative  history  of  the  time  during 
which  he  should  remain  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Walkee,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 


"Wednesday,  February  8. 

Counting  Votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — Election  of  Vice 
President  hy  the  Senate. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  the  House  were  ready  to 
proceed  to  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  hall 
of  the  House. 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  cham- 
ber, and  the  President  resumed  the  chair — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbtotdt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  wait  on  Maetin  Van  Bfeen,  and 
inform  him  of  his  election  as  President.  And 
Mr.  Geundt  was  appointed  by  the  Chair  to 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Geuitdt,  then,  from  the  joint  committee 
on  the  election,  reported  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, stating  that  no  election  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  been  made  by 
the  college  of  electors ;  that  Richard  M.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  and  Francis  Granger,  of  New 
York,  were  the  highest  on  the  list  of  persons 
voted  for;  and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do 
now  proceed  to  elect  one  of  these  gentlemen 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
Senators  give  their  votes,  viva  voce,  in  their 
places,  on  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  vote  accordingly,  the  result  of 
which  was  as  follows  : 


PoE  Richaed  M.  Johnson. 


Fulton,  of  Ark. 
Grundy,  of  Tenn. 
Hendricks,  of  In. 
Hubbard,  of  N.  H. 
King,  of  Alabama. 
King,  of  Georgia. 
Linn,  of  Missouri. 
Rives,  of  Virginia. 
Robinson,  of  111. 
Rnggles,  of  Maine. 
Sevier,  of  Ark. 
Strange,  of  N.  0. 
Tallmadge,  of  N.  Y. 
Tipton,  of  Indiana. 
Walker,  of  Miss. 
Wright,  of  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Benton,  of  Mo.       Mr. 
Black,  of  Miss. 
Brown,  of  N.  0. 
Buchanan,  of  Penn. 
Cuthbert,  of  Ga. 
Dana,  of  Maine. 
Ewing,  of  Illinois. 
Lyon,  of  Michigan. 
McKean,  of  Penn. 
Moore,  of  Alabama. 
Morris,  of  Ohio. 
Mouton,  of  La. 
Nicholas,  of  La. 
Niles,  of  Conn. 
Norvell,  of  Mich. 
Page,  of  N.  Hamp. 
Parker,  of  Va. 

Foe  Feanois  Geanoee. 
Mr.  Bayard,  of  Del.       Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vt. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky.        Eobbins,  of  R.  I. 
Clayton,  of  Del.  Southard,  of  N.  J. 

Crittenden,  of  Ky.         Spence,  of  Md. 
Davis,  of  Mass.  Swift,  of  Vermont. 

Ewing,  of  Ohio.  Tomlinson,  of  Conn. 

Kent,  of  Maryland.        Wall,  of  N.  Jersey. 
Knight,  of  E.  I.  Webster,  of  Mass. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama)  then  rose  and  proclaimed  the  result 
of  the  election,  as  follows : 

The  whole  number  of  Senators  of  the  United 

States  is          -            ■  52 

Majority  necessary  to  a  choice  -  27 

Quorum  required  by  the  constitution     -  85 

Whole  number  of  Senators  present  49 

For  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  -  33 

For  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  16 

From  which  it  appears  that  Eiohaed  M.  John- 
son, having  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  Senators,  as  required  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  duly  elect- 
ed ;  and  I  therefore  declare  that  Eiohaed  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  constitution,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  commencing  with 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  inform  Eiohaed  M.  Johnson  of  his 
election;  and  the  Chair  was  authorized  to 
appoint  the  member  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webstee, 

The  Senate  then  adjom'ned. 


Thtesdat,  February  9. 

Sla/oery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  the  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Georgia,  in  the  State  of 


190 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Vice  President  elect. 


[Febkuabt,  1837. 


Vermont,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Oolumhia. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  peti- 
tion which  relates  to  the  slave  trade  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
marking that  he  believed  the  question  on  this 
subject  had  not  been  distinctly  tried. 

Mr.  Beown  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table ;  which  was  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Swift,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 26. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Hendricks,  Knight,  McLean,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webster— 11. 

Cession  of  the  PvMia  Lands. 

Mr.  Calhoun  introduced  as  a  substantive 
proposition,  and  in  form  of  a  bill,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  land 
bill ;  which  proposes  a  cession  of  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  conditions  therein  specified, 
to  the  States,  respectively,  in  which  they  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  by  unanimous  consent, 
received  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  or 
to  a  select  committee,  as  the  Senate  might 
choose. 

Mr.  EoBiNSON  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  already  burdened  with  business, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
pi-esenting  his  whole  views  on  the  subject  in 
the  form  of  a  report. 


Feidat,  February  10. 

Election  of  President. 

Mr.  Geundt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Hon.  Maetin  Van  Bu- 
EEN,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  desired  to 
express  the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertained 
of  the  distinguished  honor  which  his  fellow- 
citizens  had  conferred  on  him ;  and  requested 
them  to  assure  their  respective  Houses  that 
they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  endeavors  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  which  devolved 
on  him,  in  a  manner  most  conducive  to  the 
public  interest. 

Funds  Eeceivable  ly  the  Federal  Treasury  in 

Payment  for  Public  Lands,  Custom  Souse 

Duties  and  other  Dues. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 

of  the  bill  to  designate  and  limit  the  kinds  of 

funds  receivable  for  the  public  revenue. 


Mr.  HuBBAED  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
biU,  requiring  the  registers  and  receivers  to 
receive  the  same  scrip  in  payment  for  the  puWio 
lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  unrescinded,  the 
subject  of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Huebaed  as  a  part 
of  his,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  re- 
concile him  to  the  bill.  This  amendment  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  discrimination  in 
the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  accepted  this  addition  to  his 
amendment;  which  amendment,  so  amended, 
was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Yeas. — ^Mes»s.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Ewing 
of  Blinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knigiit,  McLean,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eivee, 
Bobbins,  Eobinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 
White^l. 

Nays.— Messrs.    Benton,   Linn,  Morris, 
Wright— 5. 


Satuedat,  February  11. 

Vice  President  elect. 

Mr.  Geundt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  honorable  Eichaeo  M. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  inform  him  that  he 
had  been  elected  by  the  Senate  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that,  on  Saturday  last,  they  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
which  they  were  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received,  with  no  ordinary 
emotions,  the  notice,  through  your  committee,  of  my 
election  to  the  ofiice  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Senate.  I  accept  the  station  assigned 
me.  This  token  of  regard  from  the  representatives 
of  the  States  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  recollection. 
Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks. 

Observing  that  your  decision  is  in  harmony  with  a 
majority  of  the  States  and  a  moiety  of  all  ihe  elec- 
tors in  the  primary  colleges,  my  gratification  is 
heightened,  from  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  prerogative,  con- 
curred with  and  confirmed  the  wishes  both  of  the 
States  and  the  people.  Called,  in  virtue  of  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preside  in  the  deliberations  of  your  en- 
lightened body,  from  and  after  the  3d  of  March  next, 
permit  me  to  make  use  of  this  opportunity  to  say 
that  I  cannot  feel  insensible  to  difficulties  which  I 
must  anticipate,  and  the  frequent  occasion  I  may 
have  for  your  forbearance.  Though  for  thirty  yeai'S 
a  member  of  one  or  the  other  of  Sie  two  Houses  of 
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Congress,  yet  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to  pre- 
side, even  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  delib- 
erative assembly.  My  attention  has  generally  been 
engrossed  by  the  more  immediate  acts  of  legislation, 
without  special  regard  to  the  minuteness  of  rules  and 
orders,  so  necessary  to  the  progress  of  business,  and 
so  important  for  the  observance  of  the  presiding 
officer. 

Contemplating  the  character  of  my  distinguished 
predecessors,  and  considering  my  deficiency  in  point 
of  talent,  and  the  want  of  experience  for  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  the  station,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
overcome  entirely  the  diffidence  with  which  I  meet 
this  call  of  my  fellow-citizens.  But  this  reflection 
will  always  console  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
will  effect  me  personally  rather  than  the  public  ;  the 
intelligence  of  the  Senate  will  guard  thecountry  from 
any  injury  that  might  result  from  the  imperfections 
of  its  presiding  officer,  and  its  magnanimity  will  cover 
these  imperfections  with  the  veil  of  charity.  In  this 
conclusion,  I  find  a  warrant  in  contemplating  among 
the  members  of  your  body  so  many  friends  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated  in  public  life.  It  is 
only  in  the  event  of  an  equal  division  of  the  Senate 
that  the  presiding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  My  hope  is,  that  there  may  be  always  suffi- 
cient unanimity  to  prevent  such  a  contingency.  If, 
however,  it  should  happen,  this  duty  will  be  familiar 
to  me,  and  I  shall  perform  it  without  embarrassment. 
In  exercising  this  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  in- 
dulgence that  I  have  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
diffisrences  of  opinion  existed. 

To  the  Senate,  the  most  important  trusts  are  com- 
mitted. Its  duties  are  legislative,  executive,  and,  in 
certain  contingencies,  judicial.  As  citizens,  every 
branch  of  our  Government  is  dear  to  us  ;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  choice, 
I  shall  regard  it  with  special  interest.  It  stands  pre- 
eminent in  talent  and  character.  In  presiding  over 
its  deliberations,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  act  with  per- 
fect respect  and  impartiality  towards  every  member, 
and  endeavor,  by  this  course  of  conduct,  to  merit 
the  approbation  of  all. 

E.  M.  JOHNSON. 

City  of  Washington,  Feb.  10,  1837. 

Cession  of  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  (Mr.  Calhoun's)  to  cede  the  public 
lands,  on  certain  conditions,  to  the  new  States, 
came  up  in  its  order  for  a  second  reading. 

The  constitutionality  and  exjf  edienoy  of  this 
cession  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  OALHoirer, 
Hubbard,  Noevell,  Webstbb,  Sbvibe,  AValkbe, 
NiLEs,  Robinson,  Southaed,  Tipton,  and  Bu- 
chanan, when  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright — 
26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell,  Preston,  Eobinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White— 20. 

Fortification  Bill. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  a  bill 
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making  provision  for  the  coUeotion  of  mate- 
rials and  the  purchase  of  sites  for  certain  forti- 
fications therein  designated.  [It  appropriates 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  these 
objects.] 

Mr.  Oeittenden  demanded  further  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  works, 
the  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriations 
were  founded,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  works  for  which  this  bill,  appro- 
priating a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pro- 
posed only  to  make  preparation. 

Mr.  Benton,  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, who  had  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  identically  the  same  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session. 
The  Senator  was,  therefore,  in  possession  of 
full  information  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Southaed  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  features.  It  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  General  Bernard. 
And  though  the  scheme  of  defence  by  fortifi- 
cations proposed  by  that  celebrated  engineer 
might  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  condition  had 
since  been  so  greatly  changed,  by  the  increase 
of  its  population  and  the  augmentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  the  features  of  the  plan 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  advan- 
tageously be  dispensed  with.  The  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  in  the  means  for 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate large  bodies  of  the  militia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  necessity  of  many  forts  otherwise  requisite 
was  superseded.  And  forts,  if  not  judiciously 
located,  were  not  only  of  no  valuable  service, 
but,  owing  to  the  train  of  consequences  they 
drew  after  them,  were  a  positive  evil. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Benton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 26. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Webster,  White— 12. 


Monday,  February  13. 
Trade  with  Belgium. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Comnlittee  on 
Foreign  Eelations,  moved  that  the  Senate  con- 
sider a  bill  from  the  House,  respecting  the 
duties  on  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  up, 

Mr.  Buchanan  briefly  explained  its  object. 
By  the  act  of  1824,  this  Government  had 
offered  to  aU  nations  to  receive  their  products 
in  their  own  vessels  on  the  same  terms  as  they 
should  receive  our  products  in  our  vessels. 
Holland  had  refused  these  terms,  and  imposed 
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a  disorimnating  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  in  fayor 
of  their  own  vessels.  We  might,  according  to 
the  principles  of  that  act,  have  done  the  same, 
as  a  countervailing  measure,  in  favor  of  our  own 
navigation ;  but  as,  notwithstanding  the  duty 
of  ten  per  cent.,  our  own  navigation  continued 
to  enjoy  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade  be- 
tween Holland  and  the  United  States,  nothing 
further  was  done,  and  the  vessels  of  Holland 
were  allowed  to  enter  our  ports  on  the  same 
terms  with  our  own.  This  was  before  the 
separation  of  Belgium  from  Holland ;  but  after 
that  separation,  on  the  vessels  of  Belgium  pre- 
senting themselves  for  the  first  time  in  our 
ports,  a  discriminating  duty  was  demanded 
of  them,  although  none  was  demanded  from 
Dutch  ships.  As  this  seemed  a  hardship,  the 
present  bill  has  been  introduced,  in  order  to 
put  Belgian  vessels  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  President, 
whenever  circumstances  should,  in  his  opinion, 
render  it  expedient,  to  enforce  the  act  of  1824 
against  both  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels. 

Mr.  Olat  further  explained  the  case,  con- 
firming the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Btjohanan, 
of  whom,  however,  he  inquired  whether  in- 
formation had  been  obtained  by  him  as  to  the 
present  proportion  between  Dutch  and  Ameri- 
can navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with 
Holland,  as,  in  1835,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
were  rather  gaining  upon  us. 

Mr.  BuoHANAiT  replied  thatjie  had  not,  but 
would  make  the  inquiry  at  the  Department, 
and  have  the  facts  ready  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


"Wbdnesdat,  February  15. 
Trade  with  Belgium. 
The  bill  respecting  the  discriminating  duties 
on  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
coming  up  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  said  that,  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  yesterday,  he  had  promised 
to  ascertain  from  the  Department  the  com- 
parative state  of  the  Dutch  and  American 
tonnage,  as  employed  in  the  Holland  trade 
during  the  past  year.  He  had  done  so;  and 
it  appeared  from  the  result  that  the  amount 
of  Dutch  tonnage  was  increasing  rapidly  on  the 
American.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  was 
owing  to  the  discriminating  duty  imposed  by 
the  DutQh  Governmentin  favor  of  their  own 
vessels  in  Dutch  ports,  or  not ;  but  if  such 
was  the  fact,  then  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1824  should  be  promptly  applied  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following  statement : 
In  the  year  1834,  the  amount  of  American 
tonnage  in  this  trade  was  (in  round  num- 
bers) -  -  -  -  17,000  tons. 
In  1835,  -  -  15,000  " 
In  1836,  .  -  -  .  8,500  " 
while  the  amounts  of  Dutch  tonnage,  on  the 
contrary,  had  proportionably  diminished. 


In  1834,  the  Dutch  tonnage  was  1,651  tons. 
In  1835,  -        -        -  3,058      " 

In  1836,      -        -        -        -  5,401      " 

Mr.  Clat  said  that,  when  we  saw,  for  three 
successive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  and  a  regular  increase  of  the  com- 
peting  foreign  tonnage,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  both  results  proceeded  irom  a  common 
cause.     The  act  of  1824  proceeded  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity.    That 
principle  had  been  departed  from  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Holland,  while  Belgiiun  was  in 
union  with  Holland.    There  was  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  present  relative  condition 
of  the  navigation  of  America  and  of  Holland 
was  the  result  of  that  departure.    Under  those 
circumstances,  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  well  refuse  to  pass  the  present 
bill,  which  did  nothing  but  put  Holland  and 
Belgium  on  the  same  footing,  the  Executive 
was  bound  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1824  to  both  Governments.    He  trusted  this 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  Davis,  who  had  not  been  present  when 
the  bill  was  introduced,  was  desirous  that  the 
bill  should  lie  over  for  one  day,  in  order  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  look  a  little 
into  the  returns  stating  the  existing  condition 
of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  judging  of  the  trne 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  things.  Possibly 
this  act  might  be  construed  as  an  evidence  that 
this  Government  was  prepared  to  extend  the 
relaxation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1824, 
though  he  was  very  sure  the  Senator  who  in- 
troduced the  bin  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  BuoHAUAN  concurred  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
explained  that  the  proviso  in  this  bill  had  been 
introduced  with  an  express  view  to  enable  the 
President  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1824  to  both  Holland  and  Belgium. 

Mr.  Otjthbbet  contended  that  the  true  stand- 
ard by  which  to  judge  of  the  existing  indul- 
gence to  Holland,  was  not  the  immediate  effect 
of  it  on  the  comparative  navigation  of  the  two 
countries,  but  its  efitect  as  an  example  and  a 
precedent,  which  was  likely  to  induce  other 
nations  to  pursue  the  same  course  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Dutch  Government. 
The  bill  was  passed. 


Satuedat,  February  18. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  credentials  of 
Hon.  Lewis  F.  Linn,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Missoirri,  for 
six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  of  March  next. 

Papers  of  Mr.  Madison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kobbins,  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  manu- 
scripts of  the  late  President  Madison,  was 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  EoBBiNs  said:  I  consider  this  work  of 
Mr.  Madison,  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
world  under  the  patronage  of  this  Government, 
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as  the  most  valuable  one  to  mankind  that  has 
appeared  since  the  days  when  Bacon  gave  to 
the  world  his  Novum  Organon.  That  produced 
that  revolution  in  analytics,  which  has  produced 
the  immense  superiority  of  the  moderns  over 
the  ancients  in  the  knowledge  of  nature,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  human 
life — the  fruit  of  that  knowledge.  "With  Bacon 
it  was  a  mere  theory ;  a  theory,  however, 
which  he  fondly  cherished,  and  confidently 
believed  would  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of 
the  most  magnificent  results ;  but  in  the  hands 
of  Newton,  and  of  his  other  disciples  and  fol- 
lowers, it  became  a  practical  guide  to  those 
astonishing  discoveries  which,  in  their  conse- 
quences, have,  among  other  things,  converted 
those  elements  of  nature  before  supposed  to  be, 
only  to  be  controlled  by  the  same  almighty 
hand  which  formed  them,  into  the  ministers 
and  agents  of  man,  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
subservient  to  his  use.  It  has  enabled  man  to 
draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  nature ;  to  in- 
spect her  mechanism ;  and  to  avail  himself  of 
her  principles  for  the  augmentation  of  his  own 
power.  It  has  given  him  power  after  power ; 
and  is  still  going  on  to  give  him  power  upon 
power,  as  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
boundless  fields,  and  in  making  discovery  upon 
discovery;  and  to  this  growing  increase  of 
human  power,  no  human  being  can  now  assign 
the  possible  limits.  True,  it  has  not  enabled 
man,  as  it  was  fabled  of  him  by  the  poets  of 
old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  the  heavens  ;  but  it 
has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — it  has 
enabled  him  to  become  an  humble  pupil  in  the 
school  of  the  Divine  Artist ;  and,  by  studying 
his  models,  to  copy  his  agencies,  though  at  the 
immeasurable  distance  which  separates  a  finite 
from  the  infinite  being. 

As  this  Organon  of  Bacon  has  been  the 
beacon-light  to  mankind  to  guide  him  to  the 
true  philosophy,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
his  physical  condition,  so  wiU  this  work  of 
Madison,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  his  beacon- 
light  to  guide  him  to  the  true  science  of  free 
government,  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 
political  condition.  The  science  of  free  gov- 
ernment, the  most  difficult  of  all  the  sciences, 
by  far  the  most  difficult,  whilst  it  is  the  most 
important  to  mankind;  of  all  the  slowest  in 
growth,  the  latest  in  maturity.  Not  the  science 
which  has  penetrated  the  causes  and  explained 
to  mankind  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  is 
so  difficult ;  that  has  been  found  of  easier  and 
more  rapid  attainment.  Indeed,  the  difficulties 
to  be  overcome  in  evolving  this  science  are  so 
great,  that  we  are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy 
advances,  than  at  its  final  success.  In  the  first 
place,  it  requires  the  deepest  and  most  perfect 
insight  into  the  nature  of  man :  of  man  not 
only  in  his  general  nature,  but  as  modified  by 
society;  which  everywhere  has  superinduced 
and  clothed  him  with  a  second  nature,  denomi- 
nated habit;  and  that  as  diversified  as  the 
countries  he  inhabits.  Then  it  requires  that 
faculty  of  comprehensive  combination,  which 
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is  the  rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  and 
which,  whenever  arid  wherever  it  appears, 
seems  destined  to  produce  an  era  in  human 
affair's ;  a  faculty  of  combining  into  a  whole, 
where  the  elements  to  be  combined  are  so 
various  as  to  be  almost  infinite ;  a  whole  per- 
fect in  relation  to  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts 
perfect  in  relation  to  the  whole.  Besides,  the 
perfect  model  of  the  free  government  is  not 
like  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  science. 
Of  every  other  science,  the  perfect  model  any- 
where is  the  perfect  model  everywhere,  and 
everywhere  alike  perfect.  The  perfect  watch 
at  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  perfect  watch 
at  Canton,  and  so  all  over  the  globe ;  but  not  so 
the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government :  that, 
though  the  principles  ^re  the  same  everywhere, 
the  form  varies  as  the  circumstances  vary,  of 
the  people  by  whom  it  is  established ;  to  which 
circumstances  it  must  always  be  adjusted  and 
made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  us,  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome 
in  this  achievement,  from  the  nature  of  the 
elements  to  be  combined,  were  stupendously 
great.  In  looking  back  to  those  difficulties, 
that  they  were  overcome  at  all  appears  to  me 
now  little  less  than  a  prodigy ;  and  it  still  fills 
me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  combina- 
tion was  required  that  would  produce  a  struc- 
ture, perfectly  anomalous  in  the  history  of 
human  Governments ;  and  such  a  structure  was 
produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was  novel.  Here 
were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over  a 
vast  territory — that  stretching  and  to  stretch 
almost  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun — this 
scattered  and  countless  multitude  were  to  be 
ruled  in  freedom  as  one  people,  and  by  the 
popular  will— that  will  to  be  uncontrolled  in 
itself,  and  controlling  every  thing.  Such  an 
achievement,  the  most  enlightened  friends  of 
freedom  and  human  rights,  in  all  countries  and 
in  all  ages,  had  deemed  to  be  morally  and 
physically  impossible.  Besides,  here  were 
thirteen  States,  and  aU  the  other  States  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without 
being  destroyed  as  States,  to  be  so  combined  as 
to  form,  in  the  general  aspect,  but  one  simple 
Government ;  with  all  the  unity  and  energy  of 
one  simple  Government;  powerful  alike  to 
assert  and  maintain  all  their  rights  as  a  nation, 
against  all  other  nations ;  and  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  all  over  this  boundless  domain, 
against  every  aggressor;  that  is,  a  Goverur 
ment  equally  fitted  and  efficient  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  achievement, 
often  before,  and  under  much  more  favorable 
circumstances,  because  upon  a  much  more 
limited  scale,  had  been  attempted,  but  never 
before  accomplished  ;  as  is  but  too  well  attested 
by  the  histories  and  the  destinies  of  all  the  con- 
federacies that  before  had  ever  existed  on  the 
earth. 

Those  confederacies  had  all  proved  signal 
failures  as  effective  Governments,  both  in  war 
and  peace ;  and  entirely  for  the  want  of  that 
form  of  structure  and  principle  of  combination 
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that  would  reconcile  absolute  sovereignty  in 
the  nation  with  sovereignty  in  the  States,  as 
parts  of  one  nation — as  consistent  and  harmo- 
nious parts  of  one  supreme  sovereignty.  This 
principle,  unexplored  and  unknown  before,  was 
developed  and  displayed,  most  happily  so,  in 
the  structure  of  our  confederate  and  national 
republic. 

This  work  now  proposed  to  be  published  will 
unfold  to  us  all  the  steps  of  that  diversified 
analysis  and  discovery  which  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  result. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
sult itself^namely,  the  constitution — of  itself 
and  by  itself,  will  be  enough  for  the  instruction 
of  mankind  on  this  subject,  are  much  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
knowledge  which  is  acquired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically ;  the  latter 
is  but  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  is  the  consequence  of  other  knowl- 
edge. Synthesis  gives  to  us  a  general  truth, 
but  acquired  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of  other 
fruit;  analysis  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same 
general  truth,  but  puts  us  on  the  track  of  in- 
vention and  discovery,  and  is  always  fertile 
of  other  and  often  of  better  fruit ;  synthesis 
carries  us  to  a  fountain-head,  but  never 
beyond ;  but  analysis  carries  us  beyond, 
and  to  the  fountain  of  that  fountain ;  it  places 
us  upon  an  eminence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks the  general  truth  in  the  wide  survey  it 
commands  and  gives  to  us ;  and  as  to  that  gen- 
eral truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  but  to  apply  it  more  success- 
fully. This  is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great 
instrument  of  that  primal  philosophy  of  which 
Bacon  speaks,  and  whose  cultivation  he  so  high- 
ly recommends — the  philosophy  of  philosophy ; 
the  common  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and  by 
which  alone  their  boundaries  can  be  extended. 
He  compares  it  to  the  Berecynthia,  whom  the 
poets  of  old  fabled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  the  gods : 

"  Omnes  cfplicolas,  omnes  supera  alta 

Tenentes." 

Of  such  is  the  nature,  and  such  will  be  the 
fruits  to  mankind,  of  the  work  now  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  world. 

Further  to  awaken  our  sensibility  on  this 
subject,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  how 
much  we  owe  to  a  name  that  is  to  render  the 
name  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  other 
on  this  globe ;  the  clarum  et  venerabile  nomen. 
Nations  have  lived  upon  the  earth  who  have 
become  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory 
of  mankind;  but  never  when  the  clarum  et 
venerabile  nomen  had  illustrated  their  annals. 
The  clarum  et  veneraMle  nomen  is  the  true  elixir 
of  national  immortality.  "What  has  this  coun- 
try, what  can  she  ever  have,  that  would  be  an 
equivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of 
her  Washington  ?  that  star  of  stars  in  the  dia- 
dems that  sparkle  on  the  brow  of  nations? 
Not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the  brow  of 
Greece ;  not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the 
brow  of  Eome,  has  one  of  equal  brilliancy. 


No ;  it  stands  peerless  on  the  earth,  and  alone 
in  glory.  Though  it  can  never  be  a  contest 
whose  name  is  to  do  the  most  honor  to  our 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  carry  her 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblazoned  by 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generations 
of  mankind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  the  names  to  clus- 
ter around  his,  and  to  form  the  constellation 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  American 
worthies,  not  one  will  ever  shine  with  a  purer, 
with  a  brighter,  or  more  inextinguishable  lustre 
than  that  of  Madison. 

If,  then,  this  appropriation  was  merely  to 
express  a  nation's  gratitude  to  a  nation's  bene- 
factor, it  would  be  the  least  it  would  become 
her  to  make.  But,  besides  that,  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this  country,  and 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  instruction,  whose 
value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figures  can 
express. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  had  listened  with  pleasure  and 
delight  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Ehode 
Island,  (Mr.  Eobbins,)  and  he  coincided  in 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  indebted  to 
Mr.  Madison,  at  least  as  much  as  to  any  other 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  which 
we  live.  Indeed,  he  might  be  said  to  have 
done  more  for  our  institutions  than  any  man 
now  living,  or  that  had  gone  before  him. 

A  great  and  eflBcient  aid  he  was,  undoubt- 
edly, in  forming  the  Government.  But  there 
was  another  great  act  which  would  immortalize 
him  in  the  eyes  of  posterity — the  profound  and 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  his  celebrated  Virginia  report.  In  his 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document 
that  issued  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison — one 
from  which  Mr.  0.  had  derived  more  informa- 
tion, and  a  profounder  insight  into  our  Govern- 
ment, than  all  the  other  documents  he  had 
perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  object  in  view,  it 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  great  and  funda- 
mental principles  of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  an 
adherence  to  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  solemnly  be- 
lieved, would  give  durability  to  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  we  were  now  li^^ng. 

He  wished  at  some  other  time  (as  he  was 
not  prepared  at  this  time)  to  be  heard  on  the 
subject,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  that,  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  appro- 
priation asked  for,  we  should  not  honor  the 
name  of  Madison.  Mr.  0.  would  postpone 
what  he  had  to  say  until  the  third  reading  of 
the  resolution ;  and,  in  the  mean  time.  Senators 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  United  States  and  Mexico — Redress  to  le 
Demanded. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Eolations,  presented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
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was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  6th  instant,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  on  the  subject  of  the  present  state  of 
our  relations  with  Mexico,  report : 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  that  serious 
and'  deliberate  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands,  and  which  any  circumstances  calculated  to 
interrupt  our  friendly  relations  with  the  Mexican  re- 
public would  necessarily  insure.  From  the  docu- 
ments submitted  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that, 
ever  since  the  revolution  of  1822,  which  separated 
Mexico  from  Spain,  and  even  for  some  years  before, 
the  United  States  have  had  repeated  causes  of  just 
complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities.  From 
time  to  time,  as  these  insults  and  injuries  have  oc- 
curred, demands  for  satisfaction  and  redress  have 
been  made  by  our  successive  public  ministers  at  the 
city  of  Mexico ;  but  almost  all  these  demands  have 
hitherto  proved  unavailing. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that,  after  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  con- 
cluded between  the  two  republics  on  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
these  causes  of  complaint  would  have  ceased  to  exist. 
That  treaty  so  clearly  defines  the  rights  and  the  duties 
of  the  respective  parties,  that  it  seems  almost  im- 
possible to  misunderstand  or  to  mistake  them.  The 
committee,  notwithstanding,  regret  to  be  compelled 
to  state  that  all  the  causes  of  complaint  against  Mex- 
ico, which  have  been  specially  noticed  in  the  corre- 
spondence referred  to  them,  have  occurred  since  the 
conclusion  of  this  treaty. 

We  forbear  from  entering  into  any  minute  detail 
of  our  grievances.  The  enumeration  of  each  indi- 
vidual case,  with  its  attendant  circumstances,  even  if 
the  committee  were  in  possession  of  sufficient  ma- 
terials to  make  such  a  compilation,  is  rendered  un- 
necessary, from  the  view  which  they  have  taken  of 
the  subject.  These  cases  are  all  referred  to  in  the 
document  No.  81,  entitled  "  Claims  on  Mexico,"  in 
the  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr. 
Ellis,  of  the  20th  of  July,  1836,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent correspondence  between  Mr.  Elh's  and  Mr. 
Monaaterio,  the  acting  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  dis- 
posed to  exact  strict  and  prompt  redress  from  Mex- 
ico, your  committee  might,  with  justice,  recommend 
an  immediate  resort  to  war,  or  reprisals.  On  this 
subject,  however,  they  give  their  hearty  assent  to  the 
following  sentiments,  contained  in  the  message  of  the 
President.  He  says:  "The  length  of  time  since 
some  of  the  injuries  have  been  committed,  the  re- 
peated and  unavailing  applications  for  redress,  the 
wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the 
property  and  persons  of  our  citizens,  and  upon  the 
officers  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  of 
recent  insults  to  this  Government  and  people  by  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  justify, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That 
remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and 
generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juries committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided  ; 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  pres- 
ent embarrassed  condition  of  that  country,  we  should 
act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past, 
before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands." 

In  affording  this  opportunity  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, the  committee  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  pursuing  the  form  required  by  the  34th  article  of 


the  treaty  with  Mexico,  in  all  cases  to  which  it  may 
be  applicable.  This  article  provides  that  "  if  (what, 
indeed,  cannot  be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  con- 
tained in  the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  in- 
fracted in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against 
the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or  damages,  until 
the  said  party  considering  itself  offended  shall  first 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  statement  of  such  in- 
juries or  damages,  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  satisfaction,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  either  refused  or  unreasonably  de 
layed." 

After  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  re- 
fused by  the  Mexican  Government,  we  may  appeal  to 
all  nations,  not  only  for  the  equity  and  moderation 
with  which  we  shall  have  acted  towards  a  sister  re- 
public, but  for  the  necessity  which  will  then  compel 
us  to  seek  redress  for  our  wrongs,  either  by  actual 
war  or  by  reprisals.  The  subject  will  then  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form,  and  the 
committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  such  measures  will 
be  immediately  adopted  as  may  be  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  the  country,  and  insure  ample 
reparation  to  our  injured  fellow-citizens.  They  leave 
the  mode  and  manner  of  making  this  demand  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  late  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public to  the  United  States.  In  regard  to  that  func- 
tionary, they  concur  fully  in  opinion  with  Mr.  For- 
syth, that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  prejudices 
which  distorted  and  discolored  every  object  which  he 
saw,  whilst  in  this  country.  On  the  1 6th  of  October, 
1836,  he  terminated  his  mission  by  demanding  his 
passports.  And  for  what  reason  ?  Because  the 
President  refused  to  recall  the  orders  which  he  had 
issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Texas,  directing  him 
to  pass  the  frontier,  should  it  be  found  a  necessary 
measure  of  self-defence ;  but  prohibiting  him  from 
pursuing  this  course  unless  the  Indians  were  actually 
engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  he  had  undoubted  evidence  that 
such  hostilities  were  intended,  and  were  actually  pre- 
paring within  the  Mexican  territory. 

A  civil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  The  Texian 
troops  occupied  positions  between  the  forces  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  warlike  and  restless  tribes  of  Indians 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
manifest  that  Mexico  could  not  possibly  restrain  by 
force  these  tribes  within  her  limits  from  hostile  in- 
cursions upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  as 
she  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  33d  article  of  the 
treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may  have  been  her 
inclination,  the  ability  was  entirely  wanting.  Under 
such  circumstances,  what  became  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ?  If  he  entertained 
reasonable  apprehensions  that  these '  savages  medi- 
tated an  attack  from  the  Mexican  territory  against 
the  defenceless  citizens  along  our  frontier,  was  he 
obliged  to  order  our  troops  to  stand  upon  the  line, 
and  wait  until  the  Indians,  who  know  no  rule  of  war- 
fare but  indiscriminate  carnage  and  plunder,  should 
actually  invade  our  territory  ?  To  state  the  proposi- 
tion is  to  answer  the  question.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, our  forces  had  a  right,  both  by  the  law  of 
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nations  and  the  great  and  universal  law  of  self-de- 
fence, to  take  a  position  in  advance  of  our  frontier, 
in  the  country  inhabited  by  these  savages,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  and  restraining  their  incur- 
sions. 

The  Sabine  is  so  distant  from  Washington  that  it 
became  absolutely  necessary  to  intrust  this  discretion- 
ary power  to  the  commanding  general.  If  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  issued  such  orders  in  advance,  all  the 
evils  might  have  been  inflicted  before  the  remedy 
could  have  been  applied ;  and  in  that  event  he 
would  have  been  justly  responsible  for  the  murders 
and  devastation  which  might  have  been  committed 
by  the  Mexican  Indians  on  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

When  these  discretionary  orders  were  issued  to 
General  Gaines,  they  were  immediately  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  in  the  most  frank  and  friendly 
spirit.  The  fullest  explanations  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding were  made  to  him,  and  he  was  over  and  over 
again  assured  that  this  occupation  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  should  it  become  necessary,  would  be  of  a 
limited,  temporary,  and  purely  defensive  character, 
and  should  continue  no  longer  than  the  danger  ex- 
isted ;  that  the  President  solemnly  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  the  Sabine, 
with  the  view  of  taking  possession  of  it  as  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  military  move- 
ment should  produce  no  effect  whatever  upon  the 
boundary  question. 

The  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  ought 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  these  explanations.  But 
they  failed  to  produce  any  effect  upon  his  mind. 
Without 'instructions  from  his  Government,  he  retired 
from  his  mission  upon  his  own  responsibility.  This 
was  not  all.  Before  he  left  the  United  States  he 
pubUshed  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  portion  of  his 
correspondence  with  our  Government  and  with  his 
own,  from  which  latter  it  appears  that,  whilst  en- 
gaged upon  the  business  of  his  special  mission  here, 
he  was  making  charges  of  bad  faith  against  the 
United  States  to  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Relations.  The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon  the 
glaring  impropriety  of  such  conduct.  The  publication 
of  such  a  pamphlet,  by  a  foreign  minister,  in  the 
country  to  which  he  has  been  accredited,  before  tak- 
ing his  departure,  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light 
than  as  an  appeal  to  the  people  against  the  acts  of 
their  own  Government.  It  was  a  gross  violation  of 
that  diplomatic  courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  ob- 
served between  independent  nations,  and  deserves 
the  severest  condemnation.  This  act  was  still  more 
extraordinary  when  we  consider  that  it  almost  im- 
mediately followed  the  note  of  Mr.  Dickins  to  him, 
of  the  20th  of  October,  1836,  assuring  him  that  the 
President  would  instruct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make  such  ex- 
planations to  the  Mexican  Government,  of  the  con- 
duct of  that  of  the  United  States,  as  he  believed 
would  be  satisfactory. 

The  committee  regret  to  learn,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the  9th  of  December 
last,  that  the  Mexican  Government  has  publicly  ap- 
proved of  the  conduct  of  its  minister  whilst  in  the 
United  States.  They  trust  that  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  may  induce  it  to  reconsider  this  determina- 
tion. They  are  willing  to  believe  that  it  never  could 
have  been  made,  had  that  Government  previously 
received  the  promised  explanation  of  the  President, 
contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr  Ellis  of 
the  10th  December,  1836,  which,  unfortunately,  did 
not  reach  Mexico  until  after  the  latter  had  taken  his 


departure.  This  letter,  with  the  President's  message 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, caimot  fail  to  convince  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment how  much  they  have  been  misled  by  the  rep- 
resentations of  their  minister. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstancea 
the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances from  the  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and 
manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of  the  treaty, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  appUcable,  are  properly  confided 
to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from  the  jus- 
tice of  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result  in 
speedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed  in 
this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  have  occurred  which  will  make  it  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citi- 
zens. 

Ordered,  That  2,000  extra  copies  of  the  above  re- 
port be  printed. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  20. 
GopyrigM  Laws. 
Among  the  memorials  presented  to-day  was 
one  by  Mr.  Clay  from  a  very  large  number  of 
persons,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  American 
authors  and  friends  of  literature,  calling  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  copyright 
laws,  and  expressing  an  anxious  wish  that 
those  laws  might  be  so  modified  as  to  extend 
their  benefits  to  foreign  authors.  Mr.  0.  fur- 
ther remarked  that  the  evidences  in  favor  of 
the  measure  of  granting  copyrights  to  foreign 
authors  were  so  strong  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt 
on  any  mind  of  its  favorable  reception  by  the 
country.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  said 
he  should  call  up  the  bill  granting  such  rights 
as  soon  as  convenient.  The  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Papers  of  Mr.  Madison. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
(on  its  third  reading)  of  the  following  joint  res- 
olution : 

"  Resolved,  dc.  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  contract  for  and  purchase,  at  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  the  late 
Mr.  Madison,  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madi- 
son to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  the 
fifteenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  and  communicated  in  his  message  of  the  sixth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  con- 
ceding to  Mrs.  Madison  the  right  to  use  copies  of  the 
said  manuscript  in  foreign  countries  as  she  may  think 
fit." 

[A  debate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  wholly 
turning  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  purchase,  in 
which  debate  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Preston,  Webster, 
Crittenden,  Rives,  and  Clay,  took  part.] 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  McLean, 
Mouton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wrigh^-32. 

NATS..7-Messrs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Hubbardj  King 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Page,  Prentiss,  Buggies,  Swift,  Tipton — 14. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed. 


Tuesday,  February  21. 
Mr.  EuBBABD  presented  the  credentials  of 
the    Hon.   rEANKLiN  PiBEOE,   elected  United 
States  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  for  six 
years  from  the  3d  of  March  nest. 


Thtjesdat,  February  23. 
Bedueiion  of  the  Tariff. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  imports ; 
and  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Davis  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  article  of 
common  salt,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  retain 
the  protecting  duty  now  levied  on  that  article. 

After  a  long  and  general  debate,  the  question 
was  taken  to  strike  out  fi'om  the  bill  the  article 
of  salt,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Ykas. — ^Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Knight, 
McLean,  Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Webster — 15. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Broivn,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Elinios,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Other  proposed  amendments  were  afterwards 
rejected  or  adopted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  ITiles  for  a 
gradual  reduction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  coal, 
coal  screenings,  and  coke,  was  decided  in  the 
negative, 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,'  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walker — 16. 

Nays.- Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  McLean,  Nich- 
olas, Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Southard 
Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 20. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  with  the  exception 
of  the  following : 

1.  Duty  on  China  and  porcelain,  earthen  and  stone 
ware. 

Mr.  Wbight  suggested  that,  as  the  Senate 


was  now  very  thin,  although  it  might  happen 
that  a  different  vote  would  be  obtained  from 
what  had  been  given  in  committee  when  the 
Senate  was  full,  yet  it  would  be  better  to  ad- 
here to  the  former  vote,  to  avoid  a  reconsider- 
ation or  other  difficulty  when  the  seats  should 
be  full  again  to-morrow. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  one  Senator  (Mr. 
Knight)  had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and 
another  was  present  now  who  had  not  been  in 
committee. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment  which 
struck  out  these  articles  from  the  bill  (thereby 
retaining  the  protecting  duty  upon  them)  was 
decided, 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 18. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker — 19. 

So  China  and  earthenware  were  retained  in 
the  bill,  as  free  of  duty. 

2.  Blankets  chiefly  used  among  the  Indians. 

On  this  Mr.  Davis  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  of  several  manufactories 
of  blankets  established  within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Linn,  and  Mr.  Norvell  ex- 
plained the  great  difference  between  Indian 
blankets  and  those  of  a  domestic  manufacture, 
and  the  very  decided  preference  which  the  In- 
dians expressed  for  the  one  over  the  other,  and 
which  precluded  all  competition  from  our  fac- 
tories, with  what  were  usually  known  among 
them  as  Mackinac  blankets.  They  were  thick 
finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest  wool,  and  im- 
pervious to  the  rain. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate — yeas  23,  nays  14. 


Satuedat,  February  25. 
Mr.  Tallmadge  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Silas  Weight,  re-elected  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  New  York 
for  six  years  from  and  after  the  Sd  of  March 
next. 

Land  Laws  and  Decisions. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Mr.  Webstee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  a  collection  of  the  instructions  which 
have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  excepting  only  such  as  refer  exclusively, 
both  in  principle  and  application,  to  particular  or  in- 
dividual cases,  together  with  the  official  opinions  of 
the  Attorney-General  on  questions  arising  under  the 
land  laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  cause 
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the  general  public  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the 
sale  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  together  with 
the  instructions  and  opinions  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going resolution,  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

In  offering  these  resolutions,  Mr.  "Webstee 
said  it  was  his  object  that  the  general  acts,  the 
instructions  given  under  them,  and  the  official 
opinions  of  the  Attorney-General  on  questions 
arising  in  the  administration  of  these  laws, 
should  be  collected  and  published,  and  made 
available  to  all.  These  instructions  and  opin- 
ions are  in  manuscript.  They  are  only  known 
at  the  Land  Office,  and  may  govern  questions 
arising  there  without  any  means,  on  the  part 
of  those  interested,  to  possess  themselves  fully 
of  their  character  and  contents.  The  laws,  al- 
though contained  in  the  two  volumes  common- 
ly called  the  volumes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were 
yet  mixed  up  with  such  a  mass  of  treaties,  or- 
dinances, and  private  acts,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to  get  a  con- 
nected view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  be  very  important. 
Interfering  claims  were  constantly  arising,  es- 
pecially under  preemption  acts ;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood that  an  appeal,  in  these  cases,  lay  to 
the  Commissioner  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Land  Office  was  thus  becoming 
an  important  judicature ;  and  it  was  essential 
that  its  course  and  its  rules  of  proceeding  should 
be  known.  Interesting  rights  were  decided  by 
it,  and  it  became  Congress  to  look  into  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  see  that  the  laws  were  openly, 
fairly,  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
reach  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some  ac- 
cessible form,  the  instructions  and  opinions  un- 
der which  the  land  officers  acted.  Any  further 
provisions  to  insure  a  proper  administration 
could  then  be  adopted,  which  Congress  should 
judge  necessary,  if,  indeed,  any  should  be 
thought  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 


MoNDAT,  February  27. 
United  States  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bttohah-ais-  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the 
subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  Peeston  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texas;  which  motion  was 
negatived — yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  Clay  supposed  the  only  question  which 
would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would  be  up- 
on the  resolution.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
that  he  concurred  with  the  other  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  committee,  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration.  He  agreed  with  the  rest 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  controversy  with 
Mexico  had  made  out  no  case  justifying  a  resort 
to  war  or  for  the  issuing  of  reprisals  ;  and  he 
thought  that  renewed  efforts  should  he  made 


to  ohtain  redress,  before  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary to  declare  war  against  Mexico  to  vindi- 
cate the  honor  and  interests  of  the  country. 
He  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  whilst  he 
concurred  with  the  committee,  which  he  be- 
lieved was  unanimous  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, he  did  not  agree  entirely  with  the  body 
of  the  report.    He  thought  the  case  was  made 
out  rather  stronger  against  Mexico  than  the 
correspondence  of  the  Government  with  that 
country  justiiied.      And  he  must  say,  in  all 
candor  and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  our  rep- 
resentative from  Mexico,   under  the  circum- 
stances, was  harsh,  abrupt,  and  unnecessary. 
A  long  letter  had  been  addressed,  in  pursuance 
of  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State, 
by  the  American  charg6  d'affaires,  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  in  Mexico,  and  which 
bore  date  some  time  in  December  last,  and  em- 
braced a  great  variety  of  claims  in  respect  to 
which  information  was  to  be  procured,  and 
procured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Mexico. 
Some  delay,  in  consequence,  took  place,  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  mmister,  in  sending  his  re- 
ply to  our  charge  d'affaires.     "When  we  came 
to  examine  the  reply  with  candor  and  fairness, 
in  respect  to  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  informa- 
tion was  required,  the  Senate  would  think,  he 
presumed,  that  there  had  been  more  precipita- 
tion than  was  necessary,  on  the  part  of  our 
minister.     "Well,  it  was  in  this  state  of  things 
that  he  shortly  after  demanded  his  passports 
and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  such  were  the 
circumstances  then  existing,  that  our  charge 
might  have  awaited  furtlier  instructions ;  and, 
if  he  had  delayed  his  departure,  the  Mexican 
Gov.ernment  would  probably  have  been  able  to 
furnish  him  with  further  information.  He 
would  have  heard  what  they  thought  of  the 
letter  from  our  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to 
the  final  disposition  of  our  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  occupation  of  the  Mexican  territory 
near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  occasioned  so 
much  unpleasantness.  While  up,  Mr.  0.  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he  did  not 
concur  in  all  the  reasonings  of  the  committee  as 
to  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza,  the  Mexican  envoy  extraordinary.  He, 
(Mr.  C.,)  however,  would  say  that  it  was  a 
great  diplomatic  irregularity ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  made  out  a  case  for  war,  or  for  any 
serious  disturbance.  It  was  not  an  unusual 
case.  He  recollected  an  instance  which  occur- 
red while  the  American  commissioners  were  at 
Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  state  of  the 
negotiation — when  it  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a 
balance,  and  when  it  was  extremely  doubtful 
whether  there  would  not  be  a  rupture.  Mr.  0. 
here  related  that  while  he  was  at  Ghent,  treat- 
ing with  Lord  Gambler  and  the  other  British 
commissioners,  a  publication  from  the  United 
States,  containing  the  correspondence  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  found  its  way  there.    Lord  Gam- 
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tier,  having  seen  it,  expressed  his  surprise  to 
Mr.  0.  that  his  Government  should  have  given 
publicity  to  this  correspondence,  and  said  he 
could  not  see  how  they  could  justify  the  act. 
The  other  commissioners  were  equally  displeas- 
ed at  the  occurrence.  Mr.  0.  then  explained  to 
them  that  the  course  which  had  been  adopted 
was  one  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  structure 
of*this  Government,  and  which  the  people  here 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  (Mr.  0.)  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Gorostiza 
had  done  was  a  thing  not  unexampled.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  but  the  other  day, 
Mr.  Pageot,  just  before  embarking  for  France 
from  New  York,  published  the  letter  of  the 
Due  de  Broglie.  Mr.  Pageot  had  since  return- 
ed to  this  country,  and  been  received  frankly, 
and  without  any  intimation  of  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  our  Government.  And  he  (Mr. 
0.)  had  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  of  his 
standing  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that 
there  had  been  information  conveyed  through 
some  channel,  oflScial  or  unofficial,  to  Trance 
that  Mr.  Pageot's  return  to  the  United  States 
would  be  welcomed,  without  any  displeasure 
being  shown  towards  him  in  regard  to  his  hav- 
ing published  the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Broglie ; 
otherwise,  the  French  Government  would  not 
have  sent  him  to  this  country.  Had  Mr.  Go- 
rostiza not  known  the  fact  of  this  publication, 
he  probably  would  not  have  pursued  the  exam- 
ple set  him. 

Mr.  0.  admitted  that  Mr.  Gorostiza's  conduct, 
in  publishing  the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decided- 
ly wrong,  and  highly  reprehensible ;  but,  as  he 
before  said,  it  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  an  of- 
fence justifying  war.  The  pamphlet  had  pro- 
duced an  impression,  and  had  done  no  mischief; 
and  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  act- 
ed highly  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
communication  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
Whilst,  however,  Mr.  0.  disagreed  with  the 
committee  as  to  some  parts  of  the  report,  he 
concurred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
resolution,  and  hoped  it  would  obtain  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BuouANAN  said  he  had  but  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  upon  this  subject,  in  addition  to 
those  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Eelations.  He  felt  gratified  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  concurred  with 
the  other  members  of  th«  committee  in  a  large 
portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sus- 
tain the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded. 
The  justice  of  the  Senator's  remarks  in  regard 
to  tlie  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Elhs  from  Mexico 
would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand  had  ever  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the 
redress  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  letter 
of  September,  1836,  to  Mr.  Monasterio.  But 
the  case  was  far  different.  This  demand  was 
not  then  made  for  the  first  time.  On  the  con- 
trary, year  after  year,  time  after  time,  when- 
over  we  sustained  injuries,  we  had  asked  for 
redress  ;  but  our  reclamations,  in  almost  every 
instance,  had  been  evaded,  and  redress  had 


been  withheld.  Mr.  Ellis's  letter  of  the  26th 
September  was,  therefore,  but  a  mere  summing 
up  of  our  causes  of  complaint— ^an  enumeration 
of  demands  which  had  been  previously  made 
against  the  Mexican  Government.  That  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield 
us  prompt  redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  pos- 
sibly could.  He  thought  Mr.  EUis,  in  with- 
drawing from  Mexico,  had  obeyed  his  instruc- 
tions, both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  His 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  very  decided.  He 
should  not  have  said  another  word  upon  the 
subject,  but  for  a  commentary  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelations,  which 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper.  This  article 
proceeded  from  a  source  which  seemed  to  ren- 
der a  passing  notice  of  it  necessary. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  after  express- 
ing his  opinion  of  the  aggravated  wrongs  which 
we  had  suffered  from  Mexico,  in  which  the 
committee  entirely  concurred,  recommended 
that  an  act  should  be  passed  authorizing  repri- 
sals, if,  after  making  another  demand,  the  Mex- 
ican Government  should  refuse  to  come  to  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy. He  expressed  his  entire  willingness, 
however,  to  co-operate  with  Congress  in  any 
other  course  which  should  be  deemed  honor- 
able and  proper.  Under  any  circumstances,  it 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  for  Congress 
to  confer  upon  the  Executive  the  power  of 
making  reprisals,  upon  a  future  contingency. 
He  would  not  say  that  cases  might  not  occur 
which  would  j  ustify  such  a  proceeding.  These, 
if  they  should  ever  happen,  would  establish  a 
rule  for  themselves.  Unless  an  immediate  and 
overruling  necessity  existed,  which  could  brook 
no  delay,  it  was  always  safer  and  more  consti- 
tutional to  take  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon 
events  after  they  had  happened,  than  to  intrust 
a  power  so  important  to  the  President  alone. 

The  committee,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
did  not  believe  that  our  existing  relations  with 
Mexico  presented  such  a  case.  They  knew 
that  General  Santa  Anna,  whose  life  had  been 
justly  forfeited,  but  which  had  been  restored 
to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government 
of  Texas,  had  recently  arrived  at  "Washington ; 
that  he  had  been  sent  home  in  a  Government 
vessel  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  his  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  joy,  and  that  he 
would  shortly  be  restored  to  the  presidency  of 
the  Republic.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  but  reasonable  to  hope  that  he  would  feel 
disposed  to  render  to  this  country  the  justice 
which  was  our  due ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
neither  expedient  nor  necessary,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  authorize  any  decisive  measure  of 
a  hostile  character. 

Again  :  The  committee  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  34th  article  of  our  treaty 
with  Mexico  required  that  a  demand  should  be 
made,  under  its  provisions,  before  resorting 
either  to  war  or  to  reprisals.    This  article  was  one 
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of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  might  have  been  impo- 
litic to  agree  to  it  at  first ;  but  it  was  now  a 
part  of  our  treaty,  and  its  requisitions  must  be 
held  sacred.  Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  article, 
as  follows :  "  Thirdly.  If  (what  indeed  cannot 
be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  contained  in 
the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  infracted 
in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war 
against  the  other,  on  complaints  of  injuries  or 
damages,  until  the  said  party  considering  itself 
offended  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  of  such  injuries  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  proofs,  and  demanded  justice 
and  satisfaction,  and  the  same  shall  have  been 
either  refused  or  unreasonably  delayed." 

This  language  was  too  plain  to  be  misunder- 
stood. It  was  true  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
direct  insults  to  the  national  honor — such  as  vio- 
lations of  our  flag,  or  opprobrious  and  injurious 
conduct  towards  our  consuls.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  very  clear  and  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  when  pecuniary  damages  were 
sought  by  our  citizens,  for  pecuniary  injuries 
sustained,  in  violation  of  any  article  of  the 
treaty,  before  we  could  redress  those  injuries 
by  reprisals,  a  previous  demand  must  be  made, 
in  pursuance  of  its  provisions.  On  this  point, 
there  could  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  treaty  required  something  more  than  a 
mere  presentation  of  the  complaints  of  indi- 
viduals to  the  Mexican  Government,  through 
the  agency  of  our  minister  to  Mexico.  Our 
Government  must  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  the  injuries  requiring  redress.  We 
must  decide  this  question  ourselves.  We  are 
then  bound  to  present  a  statement  of  such 
injuries  and  damages  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, verified  by  competent  proofs.  That 
such  a  demand  under  the  treaty  had  never 
been  made  hitherto,  must  be  apparent  to  all 
those  who  have  read  the  correspondence. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  it,  this  article  does 
not  seem  to  have  attracted  any  attention. 
That  it  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of 
Mr.  Forsyth,  when  he  addressed  the  letter  of 
instructions  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  the  20th  of  July  last, 
will  appear  conclusively  from  that  letter  itself. 
After  enumerating  our  causes  of  complaint 
against  the  Mexican  Government,  he  says: 
"  Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession 
of  proof  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs 
done  in  the  above  cases,  as  represented  by  the 
aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complaints  are  such  as 
to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  justify 
a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  that  they 
shall  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  suitable  redress  shall  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  that  it  would  require 
several  months  to  enable  the  Department  of 
State  to  collect  the  necessary  proofs  for  the 
purpose  of  verifying  each  of  the  private  claims 
of  our  citizens,  and  to  make  the  demand  ac- 
cording to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  forms 
can   probably  not    be  complied    with    until 


within  two  or  three  months  of  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Congress.  They  therefore  thought 
it  much  better  to  wait  this  brief  space,  and 
refer  the  whole  question  to  Congress,  than  to 
authorize  the  President  immediately  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  the 
answer  of  the  Mexican  Government  should  not 
prove  satisfactory.  After  this  demand  shall 
have  been  made,  and  the  answer  of  the  Mexic4n 
Government  received,  the  whole  case  wfll  then 
be  before  Congress  in  a  clear  and  distinct  form.- 
If  that  Government  should  refuse  to  do  us 
justice,  he  could  not  doubt  but  that  Congress 
would  adopt  prompt  measures  for  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  American  fiag  and  asserting 
the  just  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens. 

He  should  have  been  willing  to  use  stronger 
language  in  the  resolution  appended  to  the 
report,  but  he  believed  it  was  now  presented 
in  the  best  form.  Whilst  negotiations  con- 
tinued, it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  language  of 
menace.  Still  he  thought,  from  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican 
Government  could  not  fail  to  perceive  the  de- 
termination of  that  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce,  in  the  most  prompt  and  energetic 
manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievances. 

When  Mr.  BucHAUAif  concluded,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Eela- 
tions,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ulinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kives,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster  White,  Wright — i6. 

So  it  was 

Jiesolved,  unanimouslt/,  That  the  Senate  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  President  of  the  TJnited  States,  that 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of 
our  grievances  from  the  Mexican  Government,  the 
mode  and  manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of 
the  treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly 
confided  to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from 
the  justice  of  our  claims,  that  tliis  demand  will  result 
in  speedy  redress  ;  but  should  they  be  disappomted 
in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  have  occurred  which*will  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  further 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  nation 
and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens. 

Texas  Independence. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution  for  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  moved  to  postpone  its  con- 
sideration to  Friday ;  and  a  desultory  conver- 
sation took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was 
finally  modified  by  inserting  Wednesday  next, 
and  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
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Davis,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Wall,  "Webster,  Wright— 25. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dricks, Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker, 
White— 21. 

The  Senate  then  broke  up,  to  meet  again  at 
half-past  four 

EvESTNG  Session. 

The  Senate  met,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
hill  to  remunerate  Oaptain  Francis  Allyn  for 
conveying  General  Lafayette  to  the  United 
States,  in  1824. 

This  bill  proposed  to  allow  $4,000  to  the 
captain  and  owners  of  the  ship  Cadmus,  for 
bringing  over  General  Lafayette  to  this  country. 
The  captain  relinquished  his  place  in  the 
Havre  line,  and  procured  a  ship  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  was  at  expenses  in  going  to 
Paris,  &c. 

The  bUl  was  warmly  opposed,  as  opprobrious 
in  its  character ;  it  was  making  a  commodity 
of  the  honor  of  having  tendered  to  the  General 
his  passage.  The  owners  had  had  loud  praises 
at  the  time  for  their  liberality,  yet  now  came 
to  Congress  for  pay. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  captain  had  been  at  large  private  expenses, 
for  which  he  ought  to  be  remunerated.  It 
did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had  ever  re- 
quested any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BuoiiAN AN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood — yeas  22,  nays  18. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  but  after- 
wards reconsidered ;  and,  after  amendment,  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


Ttjbsdat,  February  28. 
Inauguration  of  President  of  the  United,  States. 

The  Pkesident  pro.  tern,  presented  a  letter 
from  the  President  elect  of  the  United  States, 
informing  the  Senate  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  take  the  usual  oath  of  office  on  Saturday, 
March  4,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  at  such  place  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  Senate  might  designate. 

Mr.  Geundt  offered  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  arrangements, 
to  make  the  requisite  preparations  for  adminis- 
tering the  oath  to  the  President  elect  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  precedents  had  been  examined  on 
this  subject.  He  was  aware  that  the  Senate 
had  always  had  a  peculiar  agency  in  this 
business ;  but  he  was  not  aware  why  the  Sen- 
ate should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House, 
or  why  it  was  not  a  joint  concern.  He  re- 
membered that,  on  the  first  election  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  committee  of  the  Senate  applied  to 


him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  for  the  use  of, 
the  chamber  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  told 
them  that  he  would  put  the  chamber  in  order 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  but  the  control  of  it 
he  did  not  feel  authorized. to  surrender.  They 
wished  also  to  bring  in  the  fine  red  chairs  of 
the  Senate,  but  he  told  them  it  could  not 
be  done ;  the  plain  democratic  chairs  of  the 
House  were  more  becoming.  The  consequence 
was,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  instead  of  taking  the 
oath  within  doors,  took  it  outside,  in  the  open 
air,  in  front  of  the  Capitol.  Mr.  0.  men- 
tioned this  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
inquiry,  what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what 
it  was  founded,  and  why  the  Senate  had  the 
exclusive  care  of  administering  the  oath. 

Mr.  Geundt  said  the  committee  had  found 
no  authority  but  several  precedents,  which 
were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  pro- 
position now  proposed  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  recollect  any  instance  in  which  the  House 
had  participated  in  it ;  and,  in  fact,  the  House, 
as  such,  had  no  existence,  their  term  having 
expired  on  the  preceding  day.  The  com- 
mittee had  examined  three  oases  of  more 
modern  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in 
opposition  to  the  practice  proposed.  If  the 
committee  could  not  get  into  the  House,  they 
could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair 
was  authorized  to  appoint  the  above-named 
committee  of  three  members. 

The  Distribution  Question. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  fortification  bill ;  and  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  viz:  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  contains  the 
provision  for  the  distribution  among  the  States 
of  any  surplus  which  may  remain  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1838— [Mr. 
Calhoun's  plan — ] 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  committee 
had  not  made  a  written  report  on  so  impor- 
tant a  recommendation. 
_  Mr.  Wmght  explained  that  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  being  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  bill  formerly  introduced  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  himself,  the  case  was 
fully  understood  by  all  the  Senate,  and  needed 
no  _  consumption  of  time  to  explain  it.  As  to  a 
written  report,  there  had  been  no  time  to  prepare 
one,  even  had  the  committee  deemed  it  necessary. 
Mr.  Calhoun  reminded  the  Senate  of  the 
triumphant  majority  by  which  the  deposit  biU 
had  been  adopted  at  the  last  session ;  and  as 
there  had  occurred  nothing  since  then  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  measure  in  any 
respect,  he  was  content  to  rest  the  present 
question  on  the  principles  then  so  unanswer- 
ably established,  and  the  discussion  by  which 
they  had  been  defended  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  that  if 
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a  surplus  arose  it  was  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  deposit  banks,  where  it  drew  an  interest 
of  two  per  cent.,  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
States  it  would  yield  six.  He  was  anxious  to 
know  what,  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  admin- 
istration in  regard  to  this  matter. 

[Mr.  Weight  interposed,  to  say  that  its  policy 
would  be  to  have  no  surplus.] 

(A  debate  now  took  place  on  the  general 
character  of  the  measure  involved  in  the  sec- 
tion, and  as  being  a  distribution  under  the 
name  of  a  deposit,  which  continued  till  the 
evening  recess.) 

The  Senate  took  a  recess. 

Evening-  Session. 
Distribution  Question — Deposit  with  the  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  House,  making  appropriations 
for  fortifications,  &c.,  for  the  year  1837,  the 
question  being  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  a  deposit 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  with  the  several  States. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
NUes,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Euggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright — 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbing,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White — 19. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  provision 
for  the  disti-ibution  among  the  States  of  the 
surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  of  January  next, 
was  decided  in  the  aflSrmative. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 
Texas  Independence. 

Mr.  Walkeb  called  up  his  resolution  for 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
on  which  a  debate  of  much  interest  arose.  Mr. 
W.  advocated  his  resolution  by  a  speech  of 
much  earnestness,  in  which  he  pressed  the 
claims  of  Texas  for  recognition  with  much 
devoted  ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Peeston,  on  the 
same  side,  who  went  into  an  extensive  review 
of  the  history  of  Mexico,  from  the  period  of 
her  recognition  by  our  own  Government  to 
the  present  time,  whence  he  deduced  the 
argument  that  she  never  had,  in  fact,  exercised 
control  over  Texas,  and  was  in  no  condition  to 
now  enforce  her  claims  of  sovereignty.  He  then 
went  into  a  similar  review  of  the  history  of 
Texas,  past  and  present,  and  argued  to  show 
that  she  was  fully  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  and  sustaining  the  responsibilities,  both 
domestic  and  foreign,  which  belong  to  an  inde- 
pendent Government. 


The  original  resolution,  as  offered  by  Mr. 
Walkee,  was  as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished and  maintained  an  independent  Government 
capable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, which  appertain  to  independent  Governments, 
and  it  appearing  that  there  is  no  longer  any  reason- 
able prospect  of  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war 
by  Mexico  against  said  State,  it  is  expedient  and 
proper,  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  practice  of  this  Government  in  like  cases, 
that  the  independent  political  existence  of  said  State 
be  acknowledged  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution 
was  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Eulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Euggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Walker,  White— 23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Dayis, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  NorveU,  Page,  Prentiss,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright — 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  announcement  of  this  vote  called  forth 
some  applause  from  the  gallery,  which  was 
promptly  checked  by  the  Chair. 


Thuesdat,  March  2. 

Liberation  of  American  Slaves  by  British  Au- 
thorities— Brigs  Encomium,  Enterprise,  and 
Comet. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  it  would  be  remem- 
bered that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  requesting  the  President  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britmn,  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encomium  and 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Message 
of  the  President  in  answer  to  the  resolution, 
from  which  he  found  that  there  was  another 
case  (that  of  the  Comet)  of  a  similar  character, 
of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  made  his 
motion,  and  which  occurred  as  far  back  as 
1832.  He  had  read  with  care  the  correspond- 
ence, but,  he  must  say,  with  very  little  satis- 
faction. It  w  as  all  on  one  side.  Our  Executive 
has  been  knocking,  (no,  that  is  too  strong  a 
term,)  tapping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  British 
Secretary,  to  obtain  justice,  for  these  five  years, 
without  receiving  an  answer,  and  this  in  the 
plainest  case  imaginable.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  censure  those  who  had  been  intrusted 
with  the  correspondence  on  our  part.  They 
had  written  enough,  and  more  than  enough; 
but  truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  was 
not  high  enough,  considering  the  injustice  to 
our  citizens,  and  the  outrage  on  the  flag  and 
honor  of  the  Union.  His  remai-ks  were  intended 
more  especially  for  the  latter  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence, after  the  long  delay  without  an 
answer  from  the  British  Government.    At  first, 
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in  so  plain  a  case,  little  more  could  be  thonght 
necessary  than  a  plain  statement  of  the  facts, 
■whicli  was  given  in  a  very  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  in  the  letter  of  the  President  elect 
in  the  case  of  the  Oomet. 

"Without  repeating  what  he  said  on  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  he  would  remind  the 
Senate  of  the  facts  of  the  case  in  the  briefest 
manner  possible. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and,  among  other  pasengers,  had  slaves 
on  board,  belonging  to  our  citizens,  who  were 
sending  them  to  the  South-western  States,  with 
a  view  to  settlement.  The  Enterprise  was 
forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  into  Port  Hamil- 
ton, Bermuda,  where  the  slaves  on  board  were 
forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the  local  au- 
thorities. The  other  two  were  wrecked  on  the 
Keys  belonging  to  the  Bahama  islands,  and  the 
passengers  and  crew  taken  by  wreckers,  con- 
trary to  their  wishes,  into  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, where  the  slaves  shared  the  same  fate 
as  at  ]3ermuda. 

These  were  the  essential  facts  of  the  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argue  the  questions  that 
grew  out  of  them.  There  was,  indeed,  little 
or  no  ground  for  argument.  No  one  in  the 
least  conversant  with  the  laws  of  nations  can 
doubt  that  these  vessels  were  as  much  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  while  on  their  voy- 
age, proceeding  from  one  port  of  the  Union  to 
another,  as  if  they  were  in  port,  lying  at  the 
wharves,  within  our  acknowledged  jurisdiction. 
Nor  is  it  less  clear,  that  forced  as  the  Enter- 
prise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken, 
under 'the  circumstances  that  the  passengers 
and  crews  of  the  other  two  were,  into  the 
British  dominions,  they  lost  none  of  the  rights 
which  belonged  to  them  while  on  their  voyage 
on  the  ocean.  So  far  otherwise,  so  far  from 
losing  the  protection  which  our  flag  gave  them 
while  on  the  ocean,  they  had  superadded,  by 
their  misfortunes,  the  additional  rights  which 
the  laws  of  humanity  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
in  their  situation,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
all  civilized  nations  as  sacred.  It  follows,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  the  municipal  laws 
of  the  place  could  not  divest  the  owners  of  the 
property  which,  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  they  had  in  the  slaves  who  were  pas- 
sengers in  the  vessels ;  and  yet,  as  clear  as  is 
this  conclusion,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detained  by  the  local  authorities  of  the  islands ; 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  after 
five  years'  negotiation,  has  not  only  withheld 
redress,  but  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer 
the  often-repeated  application  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  redress.  We  are  thus  left  by  its  silence 
to  conjecture  the  reason  for  so  extraordinary  a 
course. 

On  casting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  subject, 
he  could  fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least 
plausibility,  and  that  resting  on  a  principle 
which  it  was  scarcely  credible  that  a  Govern- 
ment so  intelligent  could  assume :  he  meant 
the  principle  that  there  could  not  be  property 


in  persons.  It  was  not  for  him  to  object  that 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  country,  should 
assume  that  or  any  other  principle  it  might 
think  proper,  as  applicable  to  its  subjects ;  _  but 
he  must  protest  against  the  right  to  adopt  it  as 
applicable  to  our  country  or  citizens.  It  would 
strike  at  the  independence  of  our  country,  and 
would  not  be  less  insulting  than  outrageous; 
whUe  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
the  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  not- 
withstanding all  cant  about  emancipation,  to 
apply  such  a  principle  in  her  intercourse  with 
others.  It  is  time  to  speak  out  boldly  on  this 
subject,  and  to  expose  freely  the  foUy  and 
hypocrisy  of  those  who  accuse  others  of  what, 
if  there  be  guilt,  they  are  more  guilty  them- 
selves. 

Ours  is  not  the  only  mode  in  which  man  may 
have  dominion  over  man.  The  principle  which 
would  abrogate  the  property  of  our  citizens  in 
their  slaves  would  equally  abrogate  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  over  the  subject  na- 
tions under  her  control.  If  one  individual  can 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one 
nation,  which  is  but  an  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, have  dominion,  which  involves  the 
highest  right  of  property,  over  another?  If 
man  has,  by  nature,  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, have  not  nations,  on  the  same  principle, 
an  equal  right  ?  And  if  the  former  forbids  one 
individual  from  having  property  in  another 
individual,  does  not  the  other  equally  forbid 
one  nation  holding  dominion  over  another? 
How  inconsistent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britain 
to  withhold  redress  for  injustice  to  our  citizens 
committed  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  ground 
that  persons  could  not  be  property,  while  in 
the  East  Indies  she  exercises  unlimited  do- 
minion over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of 
human  beings,  whose  labor  she  controls  as 
effectually  as  our  citizens  do  that  of  their 
slaves !  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  she  will 
venture  to  assume,  in  her  relation  with  us,  a 
principle  so  utterly  indefensible,  and  which 
could  not  but  expose  her  to  imputations  which 
would  make  her  sincerity  questionable.  This 
she  must  see,  and  to  the  fact  that  she  does  he 
attributed  her  long  and  obstinate  silence. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  she 
not  make  reparation  at  once  in  so  clear  a  case  ? 
Why  not  restore  the  slaves,  or  make  ample 
compensation  to  their  owners?  He  could 
imagine  but  one  motive :  she  had  among  her 
subjects  many  whose  fanatical  feelings  on  this 
subject  she  was  unwilling  to  offend ;  but,  while 
respecting  the  feelings  of  her  subjects,  blind  and 
misdirected  as  they  are,  she  ought  not  to  forget 
that  our  Government  is  also  bound  to  respect 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens.  Let  her  remember 
that,  if  to  respect  the  rights  which  our  citizens 
have  over  their  slaves  be  offensive  to  any  por- 
tion of  her  subjects,  how  much  more  so  would 
it  be  to  our  citizens  for  our  Government  to 
acquiesce  in  her  refusal  to  respect  our  right  to 
establish  the  relation  which  one  portion  of  our 
population  shall  have  to  another,  and  how  un- 
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reasonable  it  would  be  for  her  to  expect  that 
our  Government  should  be  more  indifferent  to 
the  feelings  of  its  citizens  than  hers  to  any 
portion  of  her  subjects.  He,  with  every  lover 
of  his  country,  on  both  sides,  desired  sincerely 
to  see  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  coun- 
tries preserved ;  but  he  held  that  the  only  con- 
dition on  which  they  could  possibly  be  pre- 
served was  that  of  perfect  equality  and  a  mutual 
respect  for  their  respective  institutions ;  and  he 
could  not  but  see  that  a  perseverance  in  with- 
holding redress  in  these  cases  must,  in  the  end, 
disturb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  exist  between  the  two  countries. 

He  hoped,  on  resuming  the  correspondence, 
our  Government  would  press  the  claim  for  re- 
dress in  a  manner  far  more  earnest  and  becom- 
ing the  importance  of  the  subject  than  it  has 
heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  vast 
deal  too  much  had  been  said  about  the  decision 
of  the  courts  and  the  acts  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  case,  and  can 
have  no  force  whatever  against  the  grounds  on 
which  our  claims  for  justice  stand.  However 
binding  on  their  own  subjects,  or  foreigners 
voluntarily  entering  her  dominions,  they  can 
have  no  binding  effect  whatever,  where  mis- 
fortune, such  as  in  these  cases,  placed  our 
citizens  within  her  jurisdiction. 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  and  pressed 
on  the  attention  of  the  British  Government,  he 
could  not  doubt  but  that  speedy  and  ample 
justice  would  be  done.  It  could  not  be  with- 
held but  by  an  open  refusal  to  do  justice,  which 
he  could  not  anticipate.  As  to  himself,  he 
should  feel  bound,  as  one  of  the  representatives 
from  the  slaveholding  States,  which  had  a 
peculiar  and  deep  interest  in  the  question,  to 
bring  this  case  annually  before  Congress,  so 
long  as  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor,  if  redress 
shall  be  so  long  withheld. 


Feidat,  March  3 
Navy  Pension  Fund. 

Mr.  EivBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  from  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  to  the  bill  for  the 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  funds. 

Mr.  E.  explained  the  ground  of  the  recom- 
mendation. The  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to 
raise  the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  oflBoers 
before  March,  1835,  to  the  level  of  those  since 
that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the  House 
proposed  to  cut  down  the  pensions  since  1835 
to  the  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
assented  to,  and  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  from  the  House. 

Distribution  Question — Deposit  with  the  States. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  , 


Eepresentatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  the 
House  adhered  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  fortification 
bm. 

Mr.  "Weight  therenpon  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate adhere  to  its  amendment. 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed  that  this  was  a  very 
important  amendment  indeed,  and  one  which 
he  deeply  regretted  the  committee  had  deemed 
it  proper  to  report.  He  could  not  consent  to 
sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the  question  to  be 
taken,  without  at  least  requesting  to  hear  some 
reason  why  an  amendment  of  this  character 
had  been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  large 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  as  there  was  every 
reason  to  expect  there  would  be,  the  natural  and 
proper  distribution  of  it  was  obviously  to  return 
it  to  the  people.  He  could  not  but  express  his 
surprise  that  the  committee  should  expect  the 
Senate  to  strike  out  an  amendment  of  this  im- 
portance, simply  on  their  recommendation. 

Mr.  Weight  said  that  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session.     None  knew  better  than 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the  nature  of 
the  amendment,  and  the  bearings  of  the  whole 
question.     The  subject  was  as  well  understood 
by  every  member  of  the  Senate  as  it  could  be 
by  the  committee.    The    section  which  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  had  added  to  this 
bin  was  precisely  the  bill  introduced  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  himself,  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  long  since  reported  on.     Surely,  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  written  report  on 'a  biU 
referred  but  yesterday,  and  embracing  a  subject 
of  such  vast  magnitude.     The  amendment  in- 
volved as  important  a  question  as  ever  had 
been  submitted  to  Congress ;   and  if  this  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  heard 
of  it,  there  would  have  been  great  propriety  in 
requiring  either  a  written  report,  or  at  least 
some  verbal  explanation  in  regard  to  it.    But 
Mr.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  as  the  case  stood, 
to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  with  which 
everybody  was    familiar,    and    on  which  he 
could  not  suggest  a  single  new  idea.    A  report, 
under    such    circumstances,   would,   if  made, 
change  no  opinion.     This  was  the  simple  ex- 
planation which  he  had  to  make  (so  far  as  he 
was  personally  concerned)  in  reply  to  the  call 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
After  some  further  debate,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  its  disagreement. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bert,  Ewing  of  Blinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Rugglos,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— 27. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  McLean,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Bobbins,  Southai-d,  Spenee,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlin- 
son,  Webster,  White— 23. 
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Thanks  to  the  President  pro  tern. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the  President  pro 
tern.,  having  temporarily  left  the  chair, 

Mr.  Datis  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  ten- 
dered to  the  honorable  William  E.  King,  President 
pro  tempore,  for  his  late  impartial  and  dignified  ser- 
vices as  presiding  officer. 

Adjournment. 
Mr.  HuBBAED,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  having 
finished  the  business  before  them,  were  now 
ready  to  adjourn,  unless  he  had  some  further 
communication  to  make,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
were  answered  by  the  President  that  he  had 
no  other  official  communication  to  make,  but 
that  he  had  charged  him  to  say  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
might  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  in  this 
world,  and  happiness  in  the  next. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Webstbe, 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  sine  die. 


EXTRA  SESSION  OF  THE  SENATE. 
"  The  President  op  the  United  States, 

"  To ,  Senator  for  the  State  of . 

"  By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  the  con- 
stitution, I  hereby  convene  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  meet  in  the  Senate  chamber  on  the  4th  day 
of  March  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  think  it  his  duty  to  make. 

•'ANDREW  JACKSON. 
"December  20,  1836." 

Satheday,  March  4. 

In  conformity  with  the  above-recited  sum- 
mons from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Senate  assembled  in  their  chamber,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  this 
day. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Kino 
of  Alabama,  the  late  President  pro  tern. 

EiOHAED  M.  JoHNsoiT,  of  Kentucky,  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  being  present 
was  conducted  to  the  Secretary's  table  by  Mr! 
Grundy,  and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  having  been  adminis- 
tered to  him,  Mr.  Kixo  vacated  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  took  his  seat  as  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  ViOB  Peesident,  on  taking  the  chair 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows :  ' 

Oentlemen  of  the  Senate :  In  entering  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
body,  the  necessity  of  addressing  its  members  has 
been  very  much  lessened,  if  not  superseded,  by  the 
opportunity  aflforded  me  of  presenting  some  of  my 
sentiments  when  I  accepted  the  situation. 


I  cannot,  however,  permit  the  present  occasion  to 
pass  without  again  tendering  to  you  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
your  choice. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  upon  this  globe,  a 
legislative  body  more  respectable  and  more  exalted 
in  character  than  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  deliberative  assembly 
existing  where  the  presiding  officer  has  less  diffi- 
culty in  preserving  order.  This  facility  is  attribut- 
able principally  to  two  causes :  the  intelUgence  and 
patriotism  of  the  members  who  compose  the  body, 
and  that  personal  respect  and  courtesy  which  have 
always  been  extended  from  one  member  to  another,  in 
its  deliberations.  These  qualities  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  unity  of  design,  and  a  mutual  confidence, 
in  the  ultimate  object  of  all,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the  means  of  gain- 
ing the  common  end  ;  and  inculcate  that  sentiment 
of  equality  among  the  members  which  constitutes  the 
essential  principle  of  our  free  institutions,  and  which 
will  never  cease  to  animate  a  body  so  enlightened  as 
this.  These  reflections  have  mitigated  the  intense 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  well-founded  appreh^sious, 
arising  from  a  consciousness  of  my  own  deficiency  of 
qualifications  to  preside  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  constitution,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  pursue 
that  course  of  conduct  which  has  recommended  me 
to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow-citizens — a  faithful 
discharge  of  my  public  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a  manner  that  shall  seem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Contemplating  the 
duties  and  ceremonies  of  this  day,  it  might  be 
considered  improper  in  me  to  consume  any  more  of 
your  time  by  adverting  to  other  subjects,  however 
relevant  to  the  new"  position  which  I  now  occupy. 
I  shaU,  therefore,  close  my  remarks  by  informing  the 
Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  bus- 
iness for  which  we  are  assembled. 

There  were  now  ascertained  to  be  present 
every  Senator  from  every  State  in  the  Union, 
except  one,  (Mr.  MoKinlet,  of  Alabama,)  being 
fifty-one  in  number. 

The  new  members  present  were — 

Prom  Indiana,  Oliver  H.  Smith  ;  from  Illi- 
nois, EioHAED  M.  YoTTNG ;  from  Ohio,  William 
Allen  ;  from  Maine,  Eeuel  Williams  ;  from 
Connecticut,  Peeet  Smith. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  was 
then  administered  by  the  Vice  President  to 
the  new  Senators,  and  those  Senators  re-elected, 
except  Mr.  Sevibe,  of  Arkansas,  the  considera- 
tion of  whose  credentials  of  appointment  by  the 
Governor  (as  to  filling  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  expiration  of  his  own  term)  was  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

The  Senate  continued  its  sittings  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  following, 
and  were  engaged,  principally,  upon  executive 
business— acting  upon  the  nominations  of  the 
President. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Geiotdt,  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  reported  "  that  the  Hon.  Ambrose 
H.  Seviee  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  under  the  executive  appoint- 
ment of  the  17th  of  January,  1837  ;  and  that  he 
now  have  the  oath  of  office  accordingly  ad- 
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ministered  to  Lim."  On  Wednesday  tlie  report 
■was  debated,  and  on  the  question  of  agreeing 
to  it  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tip- 
ton, Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright,  Young— 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  MoKean,  Morris,  Moutou,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Webster,  Wilhams 
—19. 

Mr.  Sevibe  then  appeared  and  took  the  oath 
of  office. 

The  YioE  Peesident  having  retired  from  the 
chair  on  Tuesday,  according  to  usage,  to  allow 
of  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tern,  before 
the  adjournment,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tern.,  when  William  E. 
Kiira,  of  Alabama,  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  Thursday's  sitting,  a  committee 
was  appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  to 
announce  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  had  got  through  its  business, 
and  was  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further 
communication  to  make  to  them.  Mr.  Weight 
and  Mr.  Lyon  were  appointed  a  committee 
accordingly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  discharged  the 
duty  thus  confided  to  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  had  no  further 
communication  to  make  them.     And  then 

The  Senate  adjourned  sm«  die. 

Inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren. 
On  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March,  Martin  Van  Buren, 
Esq.,  President  elect  of  the  United  States,  was  in- 
ducted into  office  with  the  usual  formalities  and 
ceremonies ;  and  thereupon  deUvered  the  following 
inaugural  address : 

Pellow-oitizens  : — The  practice  of  all  my  prede- 
cessors imposes  on  me  an  obligation  I  cheerfully  ful- 
fil, to  accompany  the  first  and  solemn  act  of  my 
public  trust,  with  an  avowal  of  the  principles  that 
will  guide  me  in  performing  it,  and  an  expression  of 
my  feelings  on  assuming  a  charge  so  responsible  and 
vast.  In  imitating  their  example,  I  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  illustrious  men,  whose  superiors,  it  is  our 
happiness, to  beUeve,  are  not  found  on  the  executive 
calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them  we  recognize 
the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the  republic ;  those 
by  whom  our  national  independence  was  first  de- 
clared ;  him  who,  above  all  others,  contributed  to 
establish  it  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  those  whose 
expanded  intellect  and  patriotism  constructed,  im- 
proved, and  perfected,  the  inestimable  institutions 
under  which  we  live.  If  such  men,  in  the  position  I 
now  occupy,  felt  themselves  overwhelmed  by  a  sense 
of  gratitude  for  this,  the  highest  of  all  marks  of  their 
country's  confidence,  and  by  a  consciousness  of  their 
inability  adequately  to  discharge  the  duties  of  an 
office  so  difficult  and  exalted,  how  much  more  must 
these  considerations  affect  one  who  can  rely  on  no 
such  claims  for  favor  or  forbearance.    Unlike  all  who 


have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  that  gave  us  ex- 
istence as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the  period  of 
my  birth ;  and,  whilst  I  contemplate  with  grateful 
reverence  that  memorable  event,  I  feel  that  I  belong 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  coun- 
trymen to  weigh  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  and 
partial  hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow-citizens,  do  these  circumstances 
press  themselves  upon  me,  that  I  should  not  dare 
to  enter  upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for 
the  generous  aid  of  those  who  will  be  associated  with 
me  in  the  various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
Government ;  did  I  not  repose,  with  unwavermg  re- 
liance, on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
kindness,  of  a  people  who  never  yet  deserted  a,  pub- 
lic servant  honestly  laboring  in  their  cause ;  and, 
above  all,  did  I  not  permit  myself  humbly  to  hope 
for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  ever-watchful  and 
beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  from 
these  sources,  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  add  those 
which  spring  from  our  present  fortjmate  condition. 
Though  not  altogether  exempt  from  embarrassments 
that  disturb  our  tranquilUty  at  home  and  threaten  it 
abroad,  yet,  in  all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy, 
and  flourishing  people,  we  stand  without  a  parallel 
in  the  world.  Abroad,  we  enjoy  the  respect  and, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  friendship  of  every 
nation.  At  home,  while  our  Government  quietly, 
but  efficiently,  performs  the  sole  legitimate  end  of 
political  institutions,  in  doing  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  we  present  an  aggregate  of  hu- 
man prosperity  surely  not  elsewhere  to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  is  the  obhgation  imposed 
upon  every  citizen,  in  his  own  sphere  of  action, 
whether  limited  or.  extended,  to  exert  himself  in  per- 
petuating a  condition  of  things  so  singularly  happy. 
All  the  lessons  of  history  and  experience  must  be 
lost  upon  us,  if  we  are  content  to  trust  alone  to  the 
peculiar  advantages  we  happen  to  possess.  Position 
and  climate,  and  ithe  bounteous  resources  that  nature 
has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand — even  the  dif- 
fused intelligence  and  elevated  character  of  our  peo- 
ple— will  avail  us  nothing,  if  we  fail  sacredly  to  up- 
hold those  political  institutions  that  were  wisely  and 
deliberately  formed  with  reference  to  every  chcum- 
stanee  that  could  preserve,  or  might  endanger,  the 
blessings  we  enjoy.  The  thoughtful  framers  of 
our  constitution  legislated  for  our  country  as  they 
found  it.  Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  states- 
men and  of  patriots,  they  saw  all  the  sources  of  rapid 
and  wonderful  prosperity ;  but  they  saw  also  that 
various  habits,  opinions,  and  institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  various  portions  of  so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply 
fixed.  Distinct  sovereignties  were  in  actual  exist- 
ence, whose  cordial  union  was  essential  tb  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  all.  Between  many  of  them 
there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  real  diversity  of 
interests,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  through  sinister 
designs ;  they  differed  in  size,  in  population,  in 
wealth,  and  in  actual  and  prospective  resources  and 
power ;  they  varied  in  the  character  of  their  industry 
and  staple  productions;  and  in  some  existed  do- 
mestic institutions  which,  unwisely  disturbed,  might 
endanger  the  harmony  of  the  whole.  Most  carefully 
were  all  these  circumstances  weighed,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  new  Government  laid  upon  principles 
of  reciprocal  concession  and  equitable  compromise. 
The  jealousies  which  the  smaller  States  might  enter- 
tain of  the  power  of  the  rest  were  allayed  by  a  rule  of 
representation,  confessedly  unequal  at  that  time,  and 
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designed  forever  to  remain  so.  A  natural  fear  that 
the  broad  scope  of  general  legislation  might  bear 
upon,  and  unwisely  control,  particular  interests,  was 
counteracted  by  limits  strictly  drawn  around  the 
action  of  the  federal  authority ;  and  to  the  people 
and  the  States  was  left  unimpaired  their  sovereign 
power  over  the  innumerable  subjects  embraced  in  the 
internal  government  of  a  just  republic,  excepting 
such  only  as  necessarily  appertain  to  the  concerns  of 
the  whole  confederacy,  or  its  intercourse,  as  a  united 
community,  with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. ' 

This  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Half  a  century,  teeming  with  extraordinary  events, 
and  elsewhere  producing  astonishing  results,  has 
passed  along,  but  on  our  institutions  it  has  left  no 
injurious  mark.  From  a  small  community  we  have 
risen  to  a  people  powerful  in  numbera  and  in 
strength ;  but  With  our  increase  has  gone,  hand  in 
hand,  the  progress  of  just  principles ;  the  privileges, 
civil  and  religious,  of  the  humblest  individual  are 
still  sacredly  protected  at  home ;  and,  while  the 
valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have  removed  far 
from  us  the  slightest  apprehension  of  foreign  power, 
they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  in  a  single  instance,  to 
forget  what  is  right.  Our  commerce  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  remotest  nations ;  the  value  and  even 
nature  of  our  productions  has  been  greatly  changed ; 
a  wide  difference  has  arisen  in  the  relative  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  country ;  yet 
the  spirit  of  mutual  regard  and  of  faithful  adherence 
to  existing  compacts  has  continued  to  prevail  in  our 
councils,  and  never  long  been  absent  from  our  con- 
duct. We  have  learned  by  experience  a  fruitful 
lesson :  that  an  implicit  and  undeviating  adherence 
to  the  principles  ou  which  we  set  out  can  carry  us 
prosperously  onward,  through  all  the  conflicts  of  cir- 
cumstances and  the  vicissitudes  inseparable  from  the 
lapse  of  years. 

The  success  that  has  thus  attended  our  great  ex- 
periment is,  in  itself,  a  sufEcient  cause  for  gratitude, 
on  account  of  the  happiness  it  has  actually  conferred, 
and  the  example  it  has  unanswerably  given.  But 
to  me,  my  fellow-citizens,  looking  forward  to  the  far- 
distant  future,  with  ardent  prayers  and  confiding 
hopes,  this  retrospect  presents  a  ground  for  still 
deeper  delight.  It  impresses  on  my  mind  a  firm 
belief  that  tlie  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depends 
upon  ourselves ;  that,  if  we  maintain  the  principles 
on  which  they  were  established,  they  are  destined  to 
confer  their  benefits  on  countless  generations  yet  to 
come  ;  and  that  America  will  present  to  every  friend 
of  mankind  the  cheering  proof  that  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment, wisely  formed,  is  wanting  in  no  element  of 
endurance  or  strength.  Fifty  years  ago,  its  rapid 
failure  was  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrol- 
lable causes  of  dissolution  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  wise  and  good ;  and  not  only  did  un- 
friendly or  speculative  theorists  anticipate  for  us  the 
fate  of  past  republics,  but  the  fears  of  many  an 
honest  patriot  overbalanced  his  sanguine  hopes. 
Look  back  on  those  forebodings,  not  hastily,  but  re- 
luctantly made,  and  see  how,  in  every  instance,  they 
have  completely  failed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  the  struggles  of 
the  Kevolution,  was  supposed  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  the  people  would  not  bear  the  taxation  requisite 
to  discharge  an  immense  public  debt  already  in- 
curred, and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Government.  The  cost  of  two  wars  has  been  paid, 
not  only  without  a  murmur,  but  with  unequalled 
alacrity.     No  one  is  now  left  to  doubt  that  every 


burden  will  be  cheerfully  borne  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  sustain  our  civil  institutions,  or  guard  our 
honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  has 
shown  that  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  contribute 
to  these  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  has  uniformly 
outrun  the  confidence  of  their  representatives. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when 
aU  felt  the  imposing  influence  as  they  recognized  the 
unequalled  services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a 
common  sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his  char- 
acter could  alone  bind  the  discordant  materials  of 
our  Government  together,  and  save  us  from  the  vio- 
lence of  contending  factions.  Since  his  death  nearly 
forty  years  are  gone.  Party  exasperation  has  been 
often  carried  to  its  highest  point ;  the  virtue  and 
the  fortitude  of  the  people  have  sometimes  been 
greatly  tried  ;  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
in  valuQ  by  all  it  has  encountered,  still  preserves  its 
spirit  of  free  and  fearless  discussion,  blended  with 
unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government, 
and  their  willingness,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty,  and 
without  those  exhibitions  of  coercive  power  so  gener- 
ally employed  in  other  countries,  to  submit  to  all 
needful  restraints  and  exactions  of  the  municipal  law, 
have  also  been  favorably  exemplified  in  the  history 
of  the  American  States.  Occasionally,  it  is  true, 
the  ardor  of  public  sentiment,  outrunning  the  regular 
progress  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  or  seeking  to  reach 
cases  not  denounced  as  criminal  by  the  existing  law, 
has  displayed  itself  in  a  manner  calculated  to  give 
pain  to  the  friends  of  free  government,  and  to  en- 
courage the  hopes  of  those  who  wish  for  its  over- 
throw. These  occurrences,  however,  have  been  far 
less  frequent  in  our  country  than  in  any  other  of 
equal  population  on  the  globe ;  and,  with  the  diffu- 
sion of  intelligence,  it  may  well  be  hoped  that  they 
will  constantly  diminish  in  frequency  and  violence. 
The  generous  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  assuredly, 
in  time,  produce  this  result ;  for  as  every  assumption 
of  illegal  power  not  only  wounds  the  majesty  of  the 
law,  but  furnishes  a  pretext  for  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  the  latter  have  the  most  direct  and 
permanent  interest  in  preserving  the  landmarks  of 
social  order,  and  maintaining,  on  all  occasions,  the 
inviolabihty  of  those  constitutional  and  legal  provi- 
sions which  they  themselves  have  made. 

In  a  supposed  unfitness  of  our  institutions  for  those 
hostile  emergencies  which  no  country  can  always 
avoid,  their  friends  found  a  fruitful  source  of  appre- 
hension, their  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  foresaw 
less  promptness  of  action  than  in  Governments  dif- 
ferently formed,  they  overlooked  the  far  more  im- 
portant consideration  that,  with  us,  war  could  never 
be  the  result  of  individual  or  irresponsible  will ;  but 
must  be  a  measure  of  redress  for  injuries  sustained, 
voluntarily  resorted  to  by  those  who  were  to  bear 
the  necessary  sacrifice,  who  would  consequently  feel 
an  individual  interest  in  the  contest,  and  whose 
energy  would.be  commensurate  with  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered.  Actual  events  have  proved 
their  error ;  the  last  war,  far  from  impairing,  gave 
new  confidence  to  our  Government ;  and,  amid  re- 
cent apprehensions  of  a  similar  conflict,  we  saw  that 
the  energies  of  our  country  would  not  be  wanting  in 
ample  season  to  vindicate  its  rights.  We  may  not 
possess,  as  we  should  not  desire  to  possess,  the  ex- 
tended and  ever-ready  military  organization  of  other 
nations ;  we  may  occasionally  suffer  in  the  outset  for 
the  want  of  it ;  but  among  ourselves,  all  doubt  upon 
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this  great  point  has  ceased,  while  a  salutary  experi- 
ence will  prevent  a  contrary  opinion  from  inviting 
aggression  from  abroad. 

Certain  danger  was  foretold  from  the  extension  of 
our  territory,  the  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Our  system  was  'supposed  to 
be  adapted  only  to  boundaries  comparatively  narrow. 
These  have  been  widened  beyond  conjecture ;  the 
members  of  our  confederacy  are  already  doubled ; 
and  the  numbers  of  our  people  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  alleged  causes  of  danger  have  long 
surpassed  anticipation,  but  none  of  the  consequences 
have  followed.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  re- 
public have  risen  to  a  height  obvious  to  all  mankind ; 
respect  for  its  authority  was  not  more  apparent  at 
its  ancient  than  it  is  at  its  present  limits ;  new  and 
inexhaustible  sources  of  general  prosperity  have  been 
opened ;  the  effects  of  distance  have  been  averted 
by  the  inventive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  en- 
larged variety  and  amount  of  interests,  productions, 
and  pursuits,  have  strengthened  the  chain  of  mutual 
dependence,  and  formed  a  circle  of  mutual  benefits 
too  apparent  ever  to  be  overlooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities,  difficulties  nearly  insurmountable 
arose  at  the  outset,  and  subsequent  coUisions  were 
deemed  inevitable.  Amid  these,  it  was  scarcely  be- 
lieved possible  that  a  scheme  of  government,  so  com- 
plex in  construction,  could  remain  uninjured.  From 
time  to  time  embarrassments  have  certainly  occurred ; 
but  how  just  is  the  confidence  in  future  safety  im- 
parted by  the  knowledge  that  each  in  succession  has 
been  happily  removed.  Overlooking  partial  and 
temporary  evils,  as  inseparable  from  the  practical 
operation  of  all  human  institutions,  and  looking  only 
to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has  reason  to  be 
satisfied.  While  the  Federal  Government  has  suc- 
cessfully performed  its  appropriate  functions  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  affairs  and  concerns  evidently  na- 
tional, that  of  every  State  has  remarkably  improved 
in  protecting  and  developing  local  interests  and  in- 
dividual welfare  ;  and  if  the  vibrations  of  authority 
have  occasionally  tended  too  much  towards  one  or 
the  other,  it  is  unquestionably  certain  that  the  ulti- 
mate operation  of  the  entire  system  has  been  to 
strengthen  all  the  existing  institutions,  and  to  elevate 
our  whole  country  in  prosperity  and  renown. 

The  last,  perhaps  the  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
sources  of  discord  and  disaster  supposed  to  lurk  in 
our  political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery.  Our  forefathers  were  deeply  impressed 
with  the  delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a  forbearance  so  evidently  wise,  that,  in  spite 
of  every  sinister  foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  pres- 
ent period,  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  our  common 
country.  Such  a  result  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
justice  and  the  patriotism  of  their  course  :  it  is  evi- 
dence, not  to  be  mistaken,  that  an  adherence  to  it 
can  prevent  all  embarrassment  from  this,  as  well  as 
from  every  other  anticipated  cause  of  difSculty  or 
danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it  obvious  to 
the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  deviation  from 
this  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every  inter- 
est, that  of  humanity  included  ?  Amidst  the  violence 
of  excited  passions,  this  generous  and  fraternal  feeling 
has  been  sometimes  disregarded  ;  and,  standing  as  I 
now  do  before  my  countrymen  in  this  high  place  of 
honor  and  of  trust,  I  cannot  refrain  from  anxiously 
invoking  my  fellow-citizens  never  to  be  deaf  to  its 
dictates.    Perceiving,  before  my  election,  the  deep 


interest  this  subject  was  beginning  to  excite,  I  be. 
lieved  it  a  solemn  duty  fully  to  make  known  my  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  it ;  and  now,  when  every  motive 
for  misrepresentation  has  passed  away,  I  trust  that 
they  will  be  candidly  weighed  and  understood.    At 
least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of  conduct  in  the  path 
before  me.     I  then  declared  that,  if  the  desire  of 
those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  favorable  to  my 
election  was  gratified,  "  I  must  go  into  the  presiden- 
tial chair  the  inflexible  and  imcompromising  op- 
ponent of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding  States  ;  and  also  with  a 
determination  equally  decided  to  resist  the  shghtest 
interference  with  it  in  the  States  where  it  exists." 
I  submitted  also  to  my  fellow-citizens,  with  fulness 
and  frankness,  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  this 
determination.     The  result  authorizes  me  to  believe 
that  they  have  been  approved,  and  are  confided  in, 
by  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  m- 
cluding  those  whom  they  most  immediately  affect.    It 
now  only  remains  to  add,  that  no  bill  conflicting  with 
these  views  can  ever  receive  my  constitutional  sanc- 
tion.    These  opinions  have  been  adopted  in  the  firm 
belief  that  they  are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  that 
actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  the  republic,  and 
that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  them  to  be 
humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  just. 
If  the  agitation  of  this  subject  was  intended  to  reach 
the  stability  of  our  institutions,  enough  has  occmred 
to  show  that  it  has  signally  failed  ;  and  that  in  this, 
as  in  every  other  instance,  the  apprehensions  of  the 
timid  and  the  hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  Government  are  again  destined  to  he  dis- 
appointed.    Here  and  there,  indeed,  scenes  of  dan- 
gerous   excitement   have    occurred ;    terrifying   in- 
stances of  local  violence  have  been  witnessed ;  and  a 
reckless  disregard  of  the  consequences  of  their  con- 
duct has  exposed  individuals  to  popular  indignation; 
but  neither  masses  of  the  people,  nor  sections  of  the 
country,  have  been  swerved  from  their  devotion  to 
the  bond  of  union,  and  the  principles  it  has  made 
sacred.     It  will  be  ever  thus.  '  Such  attempts  at 
dangerous   agitation    may  periodically  return,  hut 
with  each  the  object  will  be  better  understood.   That 
predominating    affection    for   our  political    system 
which   prevails   throughout    our  territorial   limits; 
that  calm  and  enlightened  judgment  which  ultimately 
governs  our  people  as  one  vast  body,  will  always  be 
at  hand  to  resist  and  control  every  effort,  foreign  or 
domestic,  which  aims  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our 
institutions. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  such  a  retro- 
spect as  this  I  We  look  back  on  obstacles  avoided, 
and  dangers  overcome  ;  on  expectations  more  than 
realized,  and  prosperity  perfectly  secured.  To  the 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  the  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the 
doubts  of  the  anxious,  actual  experience  has  given 
the  conclusive  reply.  We  have  seen  time  gradually 
dispel  every  unfavorable  foreboding,  and  our  consti- 
tution surmount  every  adverse  circumstance,  dreaded 
at  the  outset  as  beyond  control.  Present  excitement 
will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present  dangers ;  but  true 
philosophy  must  teach  us  that  none  more  threaten- 
ing than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  overcome ;  and 
we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  entertain  an 
abiding  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  administered  in  the 
true  form,  character,  and  spirit,  in  which  they  were 
established,  they  are  abundantly  adequate  to  preserve 
to  us  and  our  children  the  rich  blessings  already  de- 
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rived  from  them  ;  to  make  our  beloved  land,  for  a 
thousand  generations,  that  chosen  spot  where  hap- 
piness springs  from  a  perfect  equality  of  political 
rights. 

For  myself,  therefore,  I  desire  to  declare,  that  the 
principle  that  will  govern  me,  in  the  high  duty  to 
which  my  country  calls  me,  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  was  de- 
signed by  those  who  framed  it.  Looking  back  to  it  as 
a  sacred  instrument,  carefully  and  not  easily  framed ; 
remembering  that  it  was  throughout  a  work  of  con- 
cession and  compromise  ;  viewing  it  as  limited  to  na- 
tional objects  ;  regarding  it  as  leaving  to  the  people 
and  the  States  all  power  not  explicitly  parted  with ; 
I  shall  endeavor  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  it, 
by  anxiously  referring  to  its  provision  for  direction  in 
every  action.  To  matters  of  domestic  concernment 
which  it  has  intrusted  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  to  such  as  relate  to  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  I  shall  zealously  devote  myself;  beyond 
those  limits  I  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  further  or  more 
minute  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  ques- 
tions of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrusive  as  it 
is  probably  unexpected.  Before  the  suffrages  of  my 
countrymen  were  conferred  upon  me,  I  submitted  to 
them,  with  great  precision,  my  opinions  on  all  the 
most  prominent  of  these  subjects  These  opinions 
I  shall  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  utmost  ability. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform 
and  intelligible  as  to  constitute  a  rule  of  executive 
conduct  which  leaves  little  to  my  discretion,  unless, 
indeed,  I  were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lights  of 
experience  and  the  known  opinions  of  my  consti- 
tuents. We  sedulously  cultivate  the  friendship  of 
all  nations,  as  the  condition  most  compatible  with 
our  welfare  and  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
We  decline  alliances,  as  adverse  to  our  peace.  We 
desire  commercial  relations  on  equal  terms,  being 
ever  willing  to  give  a  fair  equivalent  for  advantages 
received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openness  and  sincerity  ;  promptly  avowing  our 
objects,  and  seeking  to  establish  that  mutual  frank- 
ness which  is  as  beneficial  in  the  dealings  of  nations 
as  of  men.    We  have  no  disposition,  and  we  disclaim 


all  right,  to  meddle  in  disputes,  whether  internal  or 
foreign,  that  may  molest  other  countriee  ;  regarding 
them,  in  their  actual  state,  as  social  communities, 
and  preserving  a  -strict  neutrality  in  all  their  contro- 
versies. Well  knowing  the  tried  valor  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  our  exhaustless  resources,  we  neither  antici- 
pate nor  fear  any  designed  aggression  ;  and,  in  the 
consciousness  of  our  own  just  conduct,  we  feel  a  se- 
curity that  we  shall  never  be  called  upon  to  exert 
our  determination,  never  to  permit  an  invasion  of 
our  rights  without  punishment  or  redress. 

In  approaching,  then,  in  the  presence  of  my  as- 
sembled countrymen,  to  make  the  solemn  promise 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  ■  I  will 
faithfully  execute  the  office  I  am  about  to  fiJl,  I  bring 
with  me  a  settled  purpose  to  maintain  the  institutions 
of  my  country,  which,  I  trust,  will  atone  for  the 
errors  I  conamit. 

In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust  twice 
confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  which  he 
has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  I  know  that 
I  cannot  expect  to  perform  the  arduous  task  with 
equal  ability  and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have 
been  in  his  councils,  a  daily  witness  of  his  exclusive 
and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  his  country's  welfare, 
agreeing  with  him  in  sentiments  which  his  country- 
men have  warmly  supported,  and  permitted  to  par- 
take largely  of  his  confidence,  I  may  hope  that  some- 
what of  the  same  cheering  approbation  will  be  found 
to  attend  upon  my  path.  For  him  I  but  express, 
with  my  own,  the  wishes  of  all — that  he  may  yet  long 
live  to  enjoy  the  brilliant  evening  of  his  well-spent 
life  ;  and,  for  myself,  conscious  of  but  one  desire, 
faithfully  to  serve  my  country,  I  throw  myself,  with- 
out fear,  on  its  justice  and  its  kindness.  Beyond 
that  I  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the 
Divine  Being,  whose  strengthening  support  I  humbly 
solicit,  and  whom  I  fervently  pray  to  look  down 
upon  us  all.  May  it  be  among  the  dispensations  of 
His  providence  to  bless  our  beloved  country  with 
honors  and  with  length  of  days  ;  may  her  ways  be 
ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  be  peace. 

MAETIN  VAN  BUKEN. 
Maech  4,  1837. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS -SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


MoNDAT,  December  5,  1836. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Speaker  (Hon.  James 
K.  Polk  of  Tennessee)  took  the  chair,  and  call- 
ed the  House  to  order. 

The  roll  of  members  having  been  called  over 
by  the  Olerk,  (Waitbe  S.  Feanklin"  Esq.,)  and 
a  quorum  being  found  in  attendance,  the  House 
proceeded  to  business,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  their  readiness  to  receive  any  com- 
munication from  him. 


Tuesday,  December  6. 

The  Hon.  John  Totjnq,  elected  a  member 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Philo 
0.  Fuller,  appeared  tliis  day,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Peaeob  informed  the  House  that 
the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  had 
performed  their  duty ;  and  that  they  had  been 
directed  by  the  President  to  say  that,  at  12 
o'clock  this  day,  he  would  make  a  communica- 
tion, in  writing,  to  both  Houses.  (See  Senate 
proceedings  of  this  date.) 


■Wednesday,  December  7. 
Death  of  Mr.  Dickson. 
Mr.  Claiboene,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  I 
witnessed  from  that  gallery  the  affecting  hon- 
ors paid  to  the  remains  of  a  distinguished 
Beprcsentative  from  the  State  of  Mississippi.* 


*  lion.  Christopher  Eankin. 


Since  that  period,  she  has  lost  two  sons,* 
eminent  for  talents  in  the  public  service,  and 
you  are  now  called  on  to  render  the  last  homage 
to  the  memory  of  another.  The  time  that  has 
intervened  since  the  death  of  my  lamented  col- 
league saves  me  the  painful  duty  of  being  the 
first  to  communicate  it  to  his  friends,  now 
present.  He  died,  sir,  as  he  had  lived,  through 
a  life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  with  charac- 
teristic fortitude,  with  but  one  wish  ungratified 
— a  wish  so  natural  to  the  human  heart — that, 
in  his  dark  hour  of  dissolution,  he  might  be 
supported  by  his  nearest  and  best  beloved,  and 
the  cherished  beings  that  grew  up  and  cluster- 
ed around  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  it  will,  in  what 
shape  it  may,  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or 
in  the  solitude  of  the  cloister,  it  is  appalling  to 
human  contemplation.  But  when  it  overtakes 
us  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know  that  our  last 
moments  of  agony  and  infirmity  are  to  be  wit- 
nessed by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  conscious  that 
we  must  be  carried  down  to  an  unwept  grave, 
where  no  kindred  dust  shall  mingle  with  ours 
forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home  and  of  fami- 
ly fades  from  our  filmed  view,  oh !  sir,  this  is 
death  I  this  it  is  to  die.  Such  was  the  destiny 
of  my  colleague,  "by  strangers  honored  and  by 
strangers  mourned."  His  dying  message  was 
for  those  broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widow- 
hood and  orphanage — ^liis  expiring  sigh  a  pray- 
er for  them  I 

Mr  Speaker,  I  shall  pronounce  no  eulogy  on 
the  dead.  Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twenty 
years  he  preserved  a  high  position  in  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  died  poorer  than  when  he  en- 
tered it,  leaving  to  his  children  the  riches  of 
an  honorable  name.  If  it  be  praise  to  have 
lived  beloved  and  die  unreproached,  then  it  is 
due  to  him. 


*  Thomas  B.  Eead  and  Eobort  II.  Adams,  of  tho  V.  S. 
Senate. 
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It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  pay  the  final 
honors  to  his  memory — sad,  because  it  seems 
like  breaking  the  last  link  that  binds  the  living 
to  the  dead;  solemn,  when  we  reflect  how 
soon,  how  very  soon,  some  friend  now  present 
may  invoke  the  same  tribute  for  ourselves ! 

I  offer  you,  sir,  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  David  Dickson,  late  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  members  of  this 
House  will  wear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Death  of  Oeneral  Coffee,  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Hatnes,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  On  me  has  devolved  the  mourn- 
ful duty  of  announcing  to  this  House  the  death 
of  one  of  its  members,  my  friend  and  colleague, 
the  Hon.  John  Coffee,  of  Georgia.  For  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
he  labored  under  severe  indisposition,  which  at 
different  periods  detained  him  from  the  service 
of  the  House.  Although  his  symptoms  were 
so  mitigated  before  the  adjournment  as  to  ena- 
ble him  to  resume  the  regular  discharge  of  his 
ofiScial  duties,  no  radical  amendment  had  taken 
place,  and  with  gradually  increasing  force  his 
disease  closed  his  existence,  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family,  in  the  month  of  September  last. 

In  speaking  of  a  departed  friend  and  col- 
league, the  language  of  eulogy  might  he  excus- 
ed; hut  to  those  who  have  been  associated 
with  General  Oopfek  in  the  labors  of  this 
House,  for  the  last  three  years,  such  language 
would  be  unnecessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domestic  and  so- 
cial relations,  he  was  eminently  characterized 
by  affectionate  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that 
public  duties  were  discharged  with  honor  to 
himself  and  fidelity  to  his  country.  As  the 
usual  mark  of  respect,  I  offer  the  followmg  res- 
olutions : 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  has  re- 
ceived with  the  liveliest  sensibility  the  annunciation 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  Coffee,  a  Eepresent- 
ative  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  House  tenders 
to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  the  expression  of 
its  sympathy  on  this  mournful  event ;  and,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman 
The  House  adjourned. 


TmjESDAT,  December  8. 
The  Madison  Papers. 

The  following  Message  in  writing  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
To  file  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 


with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated 
husband.  The  occasion  seems  to  be  appropriate  to 
present  a  letter  from  her  on  the  subject  of  the  pub- 
lication of  a  work  of  great  political  interest  and  abil- 
ity, carefully  prepared  by  Mr.  Madison's  own  hand, 
under  circumstances  that  give  it  claims  to  be  consid- 
ered as  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense,  pub- 
ished,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals  of 
the  revolutionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conventions 
that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  consid- 
ering the  author,  the  subject-matter  of  it,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  prepared — long 
withheld  from  the  pubUc  as  it  has  been  by  those  mo- 
tives of  personal  kindness  and  dehcacy  that  gave  tone 
to  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men  untilhe  and 
all  who  had  been  participators  with  him  in  the  scenes 
he  describes  have  passed  away — well  deserves  to  be- 
come the  property  of  the  nation ;  and  cannot  fail,  if 
published  and  disseminated  at  the  public  charge,  to 
confer  the  most  important  of  all  benefits  on  the  pres- 
ent and  every  succeeding  generation — accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  recom- 
mended, and  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adop- 
tion. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
December  6,  1836. 

_  The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Patton,  referred  to  the  proposed 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Death  of  Mr.  Kinnwrd. 

Mr.  DaYis,  of  Indiana,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Painful  as  the  duty  may  be,  it 
is  mine  of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the 
House  the  decease  of  another  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  the  Hon.  George 
L.  KiNNAED,  died  at  Cincinnati  on  the  25th  ult., 
after  a  few  days  of  suffering  much  more  severe 
than  ordinarily  falls  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in 
passing  that  dread  ordeal.  The  immediate 
cause  of  his  death  is  perhaps  well  known  to 
this  House  and  to  the  country.  It  was  his 
misfortune  to  suffer  from  one  of  those  appalling 
acoidfents  which  are  of  but  too  frequent  recur- 
rence upon  our  steamboats,  by  the  bursting  of 
their  machinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of  our  as- 
sociates whose  death  was  announced  on  yester- 
day, died  among  strangers,  yet  among  friends. 
At  the  hospitable  mansion  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
T.  Lytle,  (where  he  paid  the  great  debt  of  na- 
ture,) he  received  the  most  unremitting  atten- 
tion_  and  kindness,  as  also  the  most  unwearied 
services  of  those  who  rank  among  the  first  in 
the  profession  of  medicine ;  but  all  would  not 
do;  the  omnipotent  fiat  had  gone  forth  by 
which  he  was  called  from  the  service  of  his 
country  to  the  service  of  his  God.  Had  I 
studied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  eulogy  upon  his 
character,  1  should  find  words  too  cold,  lan- 
guage too  inexpressive,  to  do  justice  to  his  vir- 
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tues.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  favored 
for  many  years  with  liis  acquaintance,  and  to 
share  largely  in  his  friendship.  With  a  clear 
and  discriminating  mind,  an  honest  heart,  and 
an  untiring  industry,  he  had  elevated  himself  to 
the  highest  seat  in  the  afiections  of  those  who 
knew  him  best.  In  all  the  varied  relations  of 
life,  (to  which  he  was  about  to  add  another  of 
a  sacred  and  responsible  character,)  he  sustain- 
ed the  most  unsullied  reputation,  leaving  to  the 
world  indubitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he 
was  a  man  of  high  attainments,  but  that  he  was 
emphatically  one  of  God's  noblest  works — an 
honest  man. 

Mr.  D.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  as  a  testimonial  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  Geoege  L.  Kinnakd,  late  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the 
members  of  this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  connections  and  constituents  of 
Mr.  KiNNAED  are  joined  in  the  sincerest  condolence 
for  the  loss  of  that  intestimable  man  to  them,  to  us, 
and  to  the  country. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  December  12. 

Deposit  with  the  States — Motion  to  release  them 
from  its  Restoration. 

Mr.  Meeoee  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  13th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money,"  by  releasing  the  several  States  who  may  re- 
ceive any  part  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  that  act,  from  any  obligation 
to  return  the  same. 

Mr.  Meecee,  after  a  few  observations  upon 
the  object  of  this  proposition,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  resolution  till 
Wednesday  week  next,  and  make  it  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  DuNLAP  remarked :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  gentleman's  resolution  being 
made  the  special  order  of  this  House.  The  res- 
olution involves  a  very  important  question,  to 
wit,  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribute  the 
surplus  revenue.  This  important  constitutional 
question  was  avoided  at  the  last  session,  and 
now  it  is  intended  to  be  brought  up,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  other  business.  The  States  have 
the  money,  and  may  do  what  they  please  with 
it,  and  I  wish  the  discussion  of  this  subject  to 
be  postponed  until  a  long  session  of  Congress. 
This  will  be  a  very  short  session,  and  should  be 
a  business  session.  I  am  opposed  to  all  unne- 
cessary discussion  at  this  session ;  and  I  desire 
that  the  business  of  the  American  people  should 
be  attended  to.  I  therefore  move  that  the  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Meeobe  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 


the  question  of  laying  his  resolution  on  the 
table ;  which  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken 
without  debate,  (the  rules  not  admitting  debate 
on  a  motion  to  lay  any  proposition  on  the 
table,)  stood — yeas  126,  nays  Y3. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


TiTESDAT,  December  18. 

The  Presidenfa  Message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lotall,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  annual  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Executive  Administration. 
Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  various  executiTe 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  ■with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and 
the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  various  executive  departments, 
the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been 
conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  busi- 
ness has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  into  all 
causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  said  departments,  or  their  business  or 
oifices,  or  any  of  their  oflScers  or  agents,  of  every  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  or  im- 
paired the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that  said 
committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods 
of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  Wise  then  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  In  submitting  the  resolution 
of  reference  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  offer  some  reflections  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country. 

Sir,  this  paper  is  the  last  annual  message  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  contemplation  of  it  as 
such  is  deeply  affecting  to  the  sincere  lover  of 
him,  and  solemnly  mournful  to  the  honest  lover 
of  his  country. 

What  shoiUd  the  last  annual  message  of  An- 
drew Jackson  have  been?  Who  is  he,  what 
has  he  been?  The  answer  to  this  question 
ought  to  determine  what  this  last  act  of  its 
kind  of  his  should  have  been. 

A  man  of  humble  but  respectable  origin,  he 
was  born  in  the  times  of  his  country's  travail 
for  independence.  His  precocious  spirit  of  re- 
sistance to  oppression  marked  his  infant  body 
with  the_  scars  of  the  Revolution.  After  the 
times  which  tried  men's  souls  had  passed  away ; 
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after  tlie  blessings  of  freedom  had  been  secured 
by  all  the  muniments  of  the  institutions  of  our 
fathers,  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  virtue,  and 
■wisdom,  and  jealous  patriotism ;  after  varied 
and  chequered  scenes  of  private  and  public  life, 
under  a  destiny  adverse  only  so  far  as  it  was 
full  of  dangers,  in  games  not  Olympic,  in  con- 
tests not  heroic,  we  find  him  in  the  midst  of 
his  country's  second  troubles  a  citizen  soldier, 
a  major-general  of  the  army  of  the  republic. 

He  "  was  ambitious  of  fame ;  and  as  long  as 
mankind  shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal 
applause  on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  ben- 
efactors, the  thirst  of  military  glory  will  ever 
be  the  vice  of  the  most  exalted  characters." 
A  bold,  energetic,  and  dauntless  commander, 
he  carried  conquest,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and 
difficulties,  into  the  wilderness  of  the  savage 
tribes  of  the  Southern  frontier ;  was  the  daring 
but  successful  and  justified  invader  of  a  neutral 
territory,  and  finally  "  filled  the  measure  of  his 
country's  glory  "  in  defence  of  Orleans,  where 
he  assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law, 
the  judge,  advocate  of  men's  allegiance — where 
he  conquered  the  conquerors  of  Napoleon— 
where  he  professed  and  practised  submission  to 
the  civil  authority,  and  where  he  acquired  the 
title  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I  will 
say,  "  a  dear-bought  debt  of  gratitude  "  from 
his  country. 

"  Hail,  second  Saviour  1 "  was  shouted  from 
the  lips  of  every  grateful  heart,  and  echoed 
from  every  hill  and  valley ;  his  name  was  em- 
blazoned high  on  the  rolls  of  imperishable  mil- 
itary fame,  and  peace  was  quick  to  hallow  his 
victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  occupations 
were  gone,  but  civil  honors  were  showered 
and  thickened  around  him.  From  the  camp  he 
rose  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  chamber — for  then 
the  Senate  chamber  was  higher  than  the  camp. 
He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  Ms  honors  patient- 
ly; but  all  that  had  been  done  or  could  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  generous  people.  He  was 
nominated  for  the  first  place  on  earth — the 
presidency  of  these  united,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent States  of  America;  for  then  these 
States  were  united,  sovereign,  and  independent. 
Civilians  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and 
stations,  were  his  competitors ;  but  he  was  the 
people's  candidate,  against  men  in  office,  against 
the  powers  that  were,  against  their  intrigues, 
their  patronage,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in 
consideration  thereof,  and  of  his  just  appella- 
tion of  Hero,  he  was  most  popular  and  strongest 
in  the  plurality  of  votes.  He  was  defeated — 
defeated  here,  in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of 
Eoprosontatives,  by  men  such  as  we  are — and 
what  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
are,  I  will  not  name — by  means  I  will  not  de- 
scribe. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner 
of  his  defeat  was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his 
subsequent  triumph,  but  to  rivet  him  immov- 
ably, right  or  wrong,  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen forever.  He  became  the  champion  of 
popular  rights  and  the  elective  franchise,  against 


office-holders  and  office-seekers— the  favorite 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  scourge  bribery 
and  corruption,  whose  name  was  to  be  terror 
to  all  evil-doers,  whose  policy  was  to  be  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  whom  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress  of  executive  patronage  was 
to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage  was 
to  be  curtailed  to  harmlessness,  and  in  whom 
"  the  line  of  safe  precedents  "  was  to  be  broken 
and  destroyed.  He  was  swept  and  rushed 
along  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an  overwhelming 
popularity  high  up  into  office,  on  the  second 
flood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for 
a  moment ;  notwithstanding  strong  winds  which 
have  blown  from  every  point  of  the  compass, 
and  opposing  currents  in  every  direction,  it  has 
continued  to  swell  and  swell,  until  it  has  be- 
come a  flood — I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  professing 
and  proclaiming  the  most  severe,  aye,  stoical 
democratic  principles ;  the  people  confided  in 
him,  were  bound  to  him  the  closer,  and  have 
never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence — I  will 
not  say,  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  utter- 
most. Unfortunately  for  him,  when  he  was 
crowned  with  the  reward  of  his  military  ser- 
vices, and  was  inducted  into  office,  he  not  only 
found  "  competitors  to  be  removed,  enemies  to 
be  punished,"  but  he  was  beset  by  friends  from 
whom  he  should  have  put  up  prayers  to  be 
saved.  I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  in 
those  magnanimous  qualifications  of  a  truly 
great  man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and 
guard  him  from  these  misfortunes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  most  ordi- 
nary temptations,  and  his  virtue  must  be  strong 
who  presides  in  a  palace — but  misfortunes  they 
were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  up  in  the  affections 
of  the  sovereign  people.  Has  he  done  wrong  ? 
He  was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than 
wrong  ?  He  was  popular,  and  he  was  the 
President  who  could  do  no  wrong,  in  whom 
popularity  was  joined  with  power  and  patron- 
age. Has  ruthless  proscription  for  opinion's 
sake  turned  faithful  public  servants  out  of  their 
employment,  and  snatched  from  the  mouths  of 
their  families  their  bread  ?  We  are  told  the  Pres- 
ident ordered  the  removals,  and  the  people  had 
sanctioned  proscription !  Has  favoritism  filled 
the  vacancies  which  proscription  has  made  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party,  to  do  the  bidding  of 
power?  We  are  told  that  the  President  had 
need  of  his  own  friends,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  maxim,  "  that  to  the  vic- 
tors belong  the  spoils !  "  Have  the  highest  and 
richest  offices,  worth  more  than  half  of  a  mil- 
lion, been  bestowed  as  rewards  upon  membei's 
of  Congress,  and  has  "  corruption  become  the 
order  of  the  day  ?  "  We  are  told  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  "  order  of  the  day !  "  As  "  till 
the  reign  of  Severus,  the  virtue  and  even  the 
good  sense  of  the  Emperors  had  been  distin- 
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guished  by  their  zeal  or  aflfected  reverence  for 
the  Roman  Senate,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to 
the  nice  frame  of  civil  policy  instituted  by  Au- 
gustus," so  had  the  virtue  and  even  the  good 
sense  of  preceding  Presidents,  till  the  reign 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  been  distinguished  by  their 
zeal  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate, 
and  by  a  tender  regard  for  the  nice  frame  of 
civil  policy  instituted  by  the  fathers  of  our  re- 
public !  Had  "  his  youth,"  like  that  of  Severus, 
"  been  trained  in  the  implicit  obedience  of 
camps,  and  his  riper  years  spent  in  the  despo- 
tism of  military  command !  could  not  his 
haughty  and  inflexible  spirit  discover,  or  would 
he  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preserv- 
ing an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary, 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  army  ? "  As  in 
the  reign  of  Severus,  was  "  the  Senate  filled 
with  polished  and  eloquent  slaves  from  the  east- 
ern (and  I  may  add  southern)  provinces,  who 
justified  personal  flattery  by  speculative  princi- 
ples of  servitude  ?  "  Have  the  lawyers  of  his 
reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Papinians  or  Paul- 
uses,  or  Ulpians,  "  concurred  in  teaching  that 
the  imperial  authority  was  held  not  by  the  del- 
egated commission,  but  by  the  irrevocable  res- 
ignation of  the  Senate  ?  and  that  the  Emperor 
might  destroy  vested  rights  and  the  incorpora- 
tions of  law  by  his  sic  volo  ?  "  We  are  told  that 
the  aristocratic  Senate  had  dared  to  oficnd  the 
majesty  of  the  President,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  word  "  expunge !  "  Has 
the  independence  of  Congress  been  totally  de- 
stroyed by  corrupt  bribes  and  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing members  to  ofiice  ?  "We  are  told  that 
the  representatives  of  the  ])eople  are  selected 
to  do  the  will  of  the  President,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  there  can 
be  no  treason  to  the  country  so  long  as  there  is 
fidelity  to  "  the  party."  Has  the  President "  as- 
sumed the  responsibility,"  seized  the  custody 
and  the  control  of  the  public  money,  in  defiance 
of  all  law  and  precedent,  and  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  a  traitor  and  a  perjured  knave  ? 
We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  en- 
emy, and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
"  union  of  the  purse  and  sword."  Has  he  as- 
sumed to  himself  judicial  powers,  and  the  pre- 
rogative to  administer  the  laws  and  the  consti- 
tution according  to  his  own  interpretation  and 
his  own  irresponsible  will?  We  are  told  that 
the  President's  conscience  alone  is  concerned 
in  their  execution,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  in  him  the  power  of  imperial  magis- 
trate. As  imperial  magistrate,  has  he  "  as- 
sumed the  conduct  and  style  of  sovereign  and 
conqueror,  and  exercised,  without  disguise,  the 
whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive  power  ?  " 
We  are  told  that  the  President  is  "the  Govern- 
ment," and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the 
pretension  that  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
his  !  Have  the  expenditures  of  his  administra- 
tion increased  and  grown  enormously  beyond 
all  example,  to  thirty-eight  millions  from  fifteen 
millions,  without  a  cent  of  public  debt  to  be 
paid  ?    We  are  told  that  the  President  is  the 


best  judge  of  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  people  have  sanctioned  wasteful  and  profli- 
gate extravagance !     Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of   thousands  been   expended    on  east 
rooms,  and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of 
a  palace,  in  fact,  for  a  republican  officer  in  form  ? 
We  are  told  that  the  President's  court  should 
be  as  splendid  as  any  King's,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple have  sanctioned  royalty  !     Has  the  patron- 
age of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremen- 
dously increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections  ?     We  are  told  that  the 
reign  of  the  President  should  be  perpetuated, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  inter- 
ference of  office-holders  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise!    Has  the  currency  of  the  country  been 
totally  deranged,  and  is  there  danger  of  a  uni- 
versal crash  in  trade  and  finance  ?     We  are  told 
that  the  President's  golden  experiment  must  bo 
fully  tested  to  our  hearts'  content,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  "  inverted  pyramid  " 
of  local  bant  paper  rags,  which  threatens  to 
totter  over  our  heads !     Has  "  the  fine  theory 
of  a  republic  insensibly  vanished,  and  made 
way  for  the  more  natural  and  substantial  feel- 
ings of  a  monarchy  ?  "     We  are  told  that  the 
President  may  be  a  king  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  people  have  already  consented 
to  the  change !     Has  the  President  been  "freed 
from  the  restraint  of  civil  laws  ?  can  he  com- 
mand by  his  arbitrary  will  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  his  subjects,  and,"  finally,  "  has  he  dis- 
posed of  the  empire,  as  of  his  private  patri- 
mony," by  nominating  and  electing  his  succes- 
sor ?     We  are  told  that  the  President  was  enti- 
tled to  his  right  of  election  as  well  as  other 
men,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
submitted  to  his  dictation ! 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  no 
one  infer  that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirade 
against  the  President,  or  that  I  am  venting  any 
spleen  whatever.  No,  sir ;  no.  Far,  far  be  it 
from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  if  ever 
it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger 
invective  against  a  Chief  Magistrate  than  truth 
and  patriotism  required.  He  of  whom  I  speak 
is,  I  deeply  regret,  now  lying  on  the  couch  of 
human  suffering,  the  last,  I  fear,  from  what  I 
am  told,  of  his  sufferings  in  this  world  of  sor- 
row. I  too  have  served  him  with  more  than 
half  the  zeal  I  ever  served  a  more  omnipotent 
master.  He  will,  if  he  lives,  soon  retire  from 
the  palace  of  power,-  and  resign  all  the  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  state  and  station  into  other 
hands,  which  are  to  reign  after  him.  God 
grant,  sir,  that  his  retirement  may  be  that 
peaceful  and  calm  and  blessed  retirement  from 
the  harassing  cares  of  office,  which  belongs  to 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
a  public  benefactor — such  as  was  illustrated  in 
the  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  Madison, 
My  prayer  fervently  is,  that  he  may  yet  .live 
long  at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  holy 
retreat  of  his  own  private  sanctuary,  and  spend 
the  decline  of  his  days  in  solemn  reflections 
upon  the  scenes  and  events  of  a  long  life,  most 
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actively  spent  in  deeds  big  with  the  fate  of  a 
country  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  institutions 
"hallowed  by  the  •wisdom  of  sages,  and  conse- 
crated by  the  blood  of  heroes."  May  he  live 
long  to  witness  the  effects  of  his  errors,  if 
errors  he  has  committed,  to  acknowledge  and 
repent  of  them,  and  in  like  manner  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  his  administration,  if  of  any 
blessings  it  has  been  fruitful.  No,  sir ;  my 
meaning  is  not  now  to  condemn  the  President, 
but  to  defend  the  people.  This  is  the  sole 
object  of  the  questions  I  have  put.  I  do  not 
mean  to  accuse  the  President  of  all  these 
enormities  against  civil  liberty,  of  which  I  have 
asked — is  he  guilty  ?  Nor  do  I  admit,  if  he  is 
guilty  of  them,  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
all  or  any  which  I  have  enumerated.  But,  sir, 
I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  party  who 
claim  to  hold  him  in  keeping,  and  to  hold  on 
to  his  power  after  him,  claim  and  tell  us  that 
the  people  have  yielded  every  thing  worth 
preserving,  and  have  sanctioned  all  these  enor- 
mities, and  more,  and  worse.  What  their 
object  may  be  in  admitting  these  encroach- 
ments, and  in  claiming  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  and  approved  them,  I  know  not, 
unless  they  mean  hereafter  to  rely  upon  most 
"  unsafe  precedents !  "  The  fact  is  alarmingly 
so,  that  these  claims  are  now  set  \ip,  going  so 
far  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they  affect  so 
much  to  reverence  with  approving  and  sanction- 
ing proscription,  corruption,  arbitrary  power, 
the  destruction  of  the  checks  and  balances  of 
the  Government,  profligate  extravagance  in  its 
administration,  executive  dictation,  royalty 
itself,  and  a  caucus  succession  in  an  elective 
monarchy  ?  In  advance,  I  warn  them  that  I 
now  deny  the  fact  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned or  approved  of  any  such  unpardonable 
sins  against  them  for  their  only  bulwarks  of 
safety.  If  this  people  have  yielded  already 
what  "  the  party "  claim,  they  would  have 
yielded  all  for  which  their  fathers  fought ;  and 
those  fathers  would  rise,  if  the  mighty  dead 
could  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  reproach 
their  debased  degeneracy,  and  their  cruel  in- 
justice, alike  to  them  and  all  posterity. 

I  have  dona  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as 
all  candid  minds  will  bear  me  witness ;  I  have 
given  him  credit  for  "every  captive  he  has 
brought  to  Rome."  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  he  has  not  committed  many 
grievous  errors.  For  many  of  them  I  can  well 
account,  though  I  cannot  pardon.  "We  are 
taught  in  history  that  "suspicious  princes 
often  promote  the  last  of  mankind,  from  a 
vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  de- 
pendence, except  on  their  favor,  will  have  no 
attachment,  except  to  the  person  of  their  bene- 
factor." Thus  were  the  Perennises  and  Olean- 
ders prompted  by  a  Commodus;  and  such 
ministers  were  well  qualified  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  a  prince  the  "  faithful  counsel- 
lors to  whom  a  Marcus  had  recommended  his 
son  " — the  one  "  a  servile  and  ambitious  minis- 
ter, who  had  obtained  his  post  by  the  murder 


of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possessed  a  con- 
siderable share  of  vigor  and  ability ;  "  the  other 
"  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over 
whose  stubborn  but  servile  temper  blows  only 
could  prevail.  He  had  been  sent  from  his  na- 
tive country  to  Home  in  the  capacity  of  a  slave. 
As  a  slave  he  entered  the  imperial  palace, 
rendered  himself  useful  to  his  master's  passions, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most  exalted  sta- 
tion which  a  subject  could  enjoy.  His  influence 
over  the  mind  of  Oommodus  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  his  predecessor.  Avarice  was  the 
reigning  passion  of  his  soul,  and  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  his  administration.  The  rank  of  con- 
sul, of  patrician,  of  senator,  was  exposed  to 
public  sale.  In  the  lucrative  provincial  employ- 
ments the  minister  shared  with  the  governor 
the  spoils  of  the  people.  The  execution  of  the 
laws  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

Is  it  astonishing  that,  with  ministers  like 
those  of  Oommodus,  tempted  as  they  were  by 
the  public  money  in  deposit,  and  by  the  vast 
public  domain  of  this  nation,  stretching  over 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  unbounded 
extent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jackson  was 
duped,  and  the  public  deposits  were  removed 
within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Oleander  ? 
Again,  sir,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  this 
same  emperor,  very  similar  to  the  one  in  the 
history  of  our  own  President,  accounts  for  his 
hostility  to  the  Eoman  Senate :  "  One  eyening, 
as  the  Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palace 
through  a  dark  and  narrow  portico  in  the  am- 
phitheatre, an  assassin,  who  waited  his  passage, 
rushed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  sword,  loudly 
exclaiming,  '  The  Senate  sends  you  this.'  The 
conspiracy  was  proved  to  have  been  formed  not 
in  the  Senate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  pal- 
ace." But  "  the  words  of  the  assassin  sunk 
deep  into  the  mind  of  Oommodus,  and  left  an 
indelible  impression  of  fear  and  hatred  against 
the  whole  body  of  the  Senate.  The  Delators, 
a  race  of  men  discouraged,  and  almost  extin- 
guished under  the  former  reigns,  again  became 
formidable  as  soon  as  they  discovered  that  the 
Emperor  was  desirous  of  finding  disaffection  and 
treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
in  the  snapping  of  a  percussion  cap  the  Presi- 
dent heard  distinctly  the  words,  "  The  Senate 
sends  you  this  "—that  that  detestable  race  of 
men  called  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that 
the  conspiracy  was  formed  in  the  Senate ;  and, 
if  there  was  not  a  better  reason,  perhaps  to  the 
act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in  prison  might 
be  ascribed  the  President's  past  hostility  to  the 
Senate.  But  there  is  a  better  reason.  "By 
declaring  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  peo- 
ple, Marius  and  Caesar  subverted  the  constitu- 
tion of  their  country."  And,  perhaps,  in  the 
histories  of  Marius  and  Oajsar,  our  modern 
Oleanders  learned  that  an  "humble  and  dis- 
armed" Senate  is  always  "found  a  tractable 
and  useful  instrument  of  dominion." 

In  a  certain  event,  if  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent had  failed  in  this  House,  an  "humbled 
and  disarmed  Senate  "  might  have  been  found 
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— a  "tractable  and  useful  iustrument,"  indeed,  to 
elect  an  Elagabalus,  under  whom  another 
Hierooles  might  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of 
being  "  empress,  husband ;  "  and  under  whom 
"  a  dancer  might  have  been  made  prefect  of  the 
city,  a  charioteer  prasfeot  of  the  watch,  a  barber 
prssfect  of  the  provisions,"  and  all  "  recom- 
mended as  fit  officers — enormitate  merribro- 
rwmf''  Sir,  I  might  enumerate  numberless 
such  excuses  for  numberless  such  errors  of  the 
President,  or  rather  of  the  President's  minis- 
ters. But  enough  has  been  said  ;  and  I  mean 
not  to  condemn  or  accuse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to 
defend  the  people,  whom  "  the  party  "  accuse 
and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  say 
it  is  not  true,  that  the  President  has  made  and 
unmade  men  in  oflSce,  has  proscribed  the  faith- 
ful, has  corrupted  the  pure,  has  humbled  and 
disarmed  the  Senate,  has  made  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  servile  and  dependent,  has 
seized  and  squandered  the  public  money,  has 
deranged  the  currency  and  endangered  every 
man's  estate,  has  controlled  elections,  has  as- 
sumed royal  prerogatives,  made  himself  a  king 
and  a  king  his  successor ;  and  if  it  be  also  true, 
which  I  utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  this  exercise  of  absolute  power, 
I  ask  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  those  even  who 
claim  to  be  the  exclusive  keepers  of  the  king's 
conscience,  if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — 
the  virtue  of  constancy,  at  least,  in  the  people  ? 
Have  they  not  been  constant  and  confiding 
beyond  measure  in  their  attachment  to  him  ? 
Has  their  fault  not  been  in  too  much  confi- 
dence and  constancy  ? 

If  what  they  say  be  true,  and  it  is  a  main 
argument  with  them,  that  "  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God ;  "  that  whatever 
Jackson  has  done  they  have  sanctioned ;  that 
he  spake,  and  they  willed  it ;  that  he  vetoed, 
and  they  voted  with  him;  that  he  dictated, 
and  they  obeyed ;  is  this  not  proof  positive 
that  their  affections  and  their  voices  have  ever 
sustained,  have  ever  animated,  have  ever  in- 
dulged, have  ever  justified  and  excused  him  ? 
Such  unexampled  confidence,  such  unexampled 
constancy,  such  unexampled  attachment  and 
affection,  were  never  witnessed  before  in  any 
people  towards  any  ruler ;  and  I  put  it  to  the 
candor  and  sense  of  justice  of  all  men  to  say, 
whether  what  the  people  have  yielded  to  their 
favorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than 
reward  enough  for  all  his  services  and  sacrifices, 
however  great  ?  Admitting  the  debt  of  their 
gratitude  to  him  to  have  been  ever  so  great,  I 
ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid? 
Whether  the  President  does  not  now  owe  more 
than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  generous  people,  who 
have  confidingly,  to  a  criminal  degree,  intrusted 
him  with  their  all— their  honors,  their  rights, 
their  liberties,  their  sovereign  power?  Sir, 
what  can  one  aged  man,  fast  hurrying  to  the 
grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  consideration  of  what 
all  the  treasures  of  earth,  and  all  the  blood  of 
them  and  their  children,  may  not  buy  ?     Noth- 


ing !  Nothing !  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one  boon, 
one  sacred  legacy,  of  inestimable  value,  which, 
in  parting  from  them  and  the  world,  he  might 
have  left  them.  He  might  have  left  them  the 
legacy  of  a  patriot's  advice.  He  might  have 
left  them  the  truth,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it 
upon  their  minds  and  memories  forever,  that 
"  they  had  trusted  him  too  much,"  and  his  ad- 
vice to  them,  "  never,  never  in  their  history,  to 
trust  another  man  as  they  had  trusted  him ; " 
and  he  might  have  returned  to  them  their  trust, 
and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses.  This, 
and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them.  It 
would  have  restored  to  them  what  has  been 
taken  from  them,  which  alone  can  compensate 
for  itself. 

The  last  Message  of  such  a  President  to  such 
a  people  should  have  been  the  "  farewell "  of  a 
father  to  his  children.  It  should  have  been 
deep  in  wisdom,  profound  in  its  philosophy, 
hallowed  in  its  lessons  of  virtue,  calm  in  its 
tone  and  temper  of  reason,  eloquent  in  its  ap- 
peals, sublime  in  its  moral,  and  passionate  only 
in  its  fervent  affection.  It  should  have  been 
the  legacy  of  Augustus  to  his  successors,  the 
"  farewell  "  address  of  "Washington  to  his  coun- 
trymen ! 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  Message  of  Andrew 
Jackson !  I  would,  for  him  and  his  country, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why 
is  it  what  it  is  ?  Gentlemen  will  pardon  me — 
I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  President — 
when  I  say  they  know  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
truth  to  say — it  is  what  it  is,  because  it  is  not 
the  Message  at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson !  They 
know  that,  immediately  upon  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  President 
and  his  prime  ministers  were  dispersed  from 
their  duties  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
from  the  cares  of  public  business,  on  their 
respective  missions  to  the  States  of  this  Union. 
He  of  State  bore  despatches  to  Georgia,  and 
"the  Old  Chief  himself"  was  lugged  along 
through  "Western Virginia,  over 

"Ents  and  ridges, 
And  bridges 
Made  of  planks 
In  open  ranks," 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity,  sir, 
that  more  of  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the 
executive  electioneering  tour;  for  then,  per- 
haps, more  of  the  States  would  have  followed 
the  example  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  neither 
of  which  could  be  seduced  or  intimidated  into 
the  support  of  "  the  man  " — a  Tennessee  toast 
said,  "the  dog" —  as  well  as  "  the  master."  I 
am  told  that  they  carried  him  about  like  a  lion 
for  show,  and  made  him  roar  like  a  lion.  They 
had  catechisms  prepared  for  him,  and  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  mission  were  conducted  by  pre- 
concerted questions  and  answers.  A  crowd 
would  collect — on  the  highway  or  in  the  bai'- 
rooms,  no  matter  which — and  some  "  village 
politician"  of  "the  party"  would  inquire — 
"What  think  you.  General,  of  such  a  man?" 
In  a  loud  tone,  much  too  stentorian  for  those 
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lungs  whicli  are  now  lacerated,  tlie  answer 
rung — "  He  is  a  traitor,  sir."  "  There,  there !  " 
repeated  the  demagogues  to  the  crowd — "  did 
you  not  hear  that  ?  "  "  What  think  you  of 
another.  General  ?  "  "  He  is  a  liar,  sir  !  " 
"  What  of  another  ?  "  "  He  is  a  black-cockade 
federalist !  "  Of  another  ?  "  He  made  a 
speech  for  which  he  paid  some  stenographer 
five  dollars !  "  And  another  was — "  Of  no  ac- 
count— no  account,  sir,  and  ought  to  be  sent 
home  to  have  his  place  supplied  by  a  more 
efficient  man ;  "  and  another  was — "  Upon  the 
fence,  sir — upon  the  fence!  "  "But,  General, 
what  think  you  of — ^Mr.  (the  first  time  Reuben 
was  ever  called  mister !)  Eeuben  M.  Whitney  ? " 
"  There  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against 
Mr.  Whitney,  sir;  he  is  as  true  a  patriot  as 
ever  was ;  they  are  all  liars  who  accuse  him  of 
aught  wrong,  and  the  official  documents  prove 
them  to  be  so !  "  All  the  while  these  re- 
sponses were  repeated  by  the  deacons  of  the 
service,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the 
frauds  did  heed  them,  sir — did  heed  them. 

My  friend  (Mr.  Peyton)  told  them  that  they 
would  kill  him;  that  there  was  too  much 
travel  and  fatigue ;  too  much  standing  and 
talking ;  too  much  bustle  and  excitement  for  a 
weak  and  infirm  old  man  to  bear.  But  still 
they  showed  him  about,  in  the  heat  of  summer, 
and  still  they  made  him  roar,  until  he  frighten- 
ed the  people,  who  at  last  began  to  apprehend 
he-was  a  lion  come  to  devour  their  freedom  of 
elections,  and  all  else  they  valued  as  dear.  De- 
feated in  his  mission,  he  at  length  became  dis- 
gusted himself,  chagrined  and  mortified.  He 
returned  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by 
the  Guyandotte  route,  through  Virginia  again, 
and  has  been  sick  and  disabled  ever  since.  The 
loss  of  Tennessee,  particularly  the  Hermitage, 
excited  him  still  more,  and  this  renewed  ex- 
citement may  have  caused  that  hemon'hage  at 
the  lungs  which  has  been  pouring  out  the  cur- 
rent of  his  life.  At  no  moment  since  his  return 
has  he  been  able  to  write  or  dictate  a  message. 
There  ho  has  been  lying,  as  it  were,  a  dead  lion, 
who  could  not  even  "  shake  the  dew  drop  from 
his  mane ;  "  and  his  couch  of  infirmity  has  been 
haunted  by  the  Perennises  and  Oleanders  of 
his  palace  as  by  vampyres.  In  their  hands  has 
he  fallen ;  and  it  is  because  this  "  last  annual 
Message"  comes  to  us  and  the  country  reeking 
with  the  fumes  of  the  kitchen  cabinet  that  it  is 
what  it  is  1 

AVhat  is  it?  The  worst  as  well  as  the  last 
annual  Message  which  Andrew  Jackson  even 
ever  wrote— I  had  like  to  have  said,  ever  sent 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Its  vanity  and 
egotism— its  profane  hypocrisy  and  solemn 
mockery  of  tlio  good  man's  supplications  to  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe— its  sophistical 
nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a  foreign 
power,  and  concealing  its  real  policy  from  our- 
selves— its  low,  ad  captandum  arguments,  ad- 
dressed to  all  the  prejudices  of  ignorance  and 
passion,  to  justify  the  most  shameless  attacks 


upon  the  currency  for  the  vile  purposes  of 
licensed  depredators  on  the  public  lands — its 
glaring  falsehoods  as  to  the  most  important 
facts  of  trade,  currency,  banks  of  deposit,  and 
finance — its  electioneering,  continually  harping 
upon  an  institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice 
wounded  since  dead — its  oft-repeated  homily 
against  one  good  bank,  and  its  unblushing  re- 
commendation, in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponsible  banks 
— its  disengenuous  attempts  to  reconcile  glaring 
inconsistencies  of  the  President  on  the  deposit 
and  distribution  measures — -its  pitiful  apologies 
for  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  by  Osceola — its 
bold  recommendation  of  an  increase  of  the 
standing-army — its  unjust  attempt  to  cast  cen- 
sure, due  to  the  errors  and  blunders  of  the  ad- 
ministration itself,  npon  the  shoulders  of  an 
innocent  State  officer,  and  then  calling  for  an 
appropriation  to  repair  these  same  errors,  which 
it  says  are  not  those  of  this  Government — its 
false  claim  of  a  national  policy,  founded  in 
humanity  towards  the  Indians — its  reiterated 
Jesuitical  recommendation  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  to  the  election  of  President, 
which  was  never  meant  to  be  carried  into  effect 
by  "the  party,"  or  to  be  any  thing  more  than 
a  topic  with  which  to  prejudice  the  people's 
minds  against  an  election  by  the  House — its 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligence  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  successor,  whom  executive  patron- 
age and  dictation  have  succeeded  in  electing — 
its  shallow  political  economy — its  demagoguism 
—its  arts  of  vile  deception  and  humbuggery — 
its  rankling  venom  of  party  spirit — its  miser- 
able rhetoric,  sinking  below  criticism — its 
grovelling  moral  sentiment— its  total  want  of 
all  sage  counsel  or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and 
feeling — are  all  equalled  only  by  its  false  certi- 
ficate in  chief  to  "  the  prosperous  condition  of 
all  the  various  executive  departments,"  to  "  the 
ability  and  integrity"  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  and  to  the  fact  of  the  Presi- 
dent's belief  "  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their 
creation  I" 

Now,  sir,  complaints  have  been  loudly  made 
from  various  quarters,  in  this  House  and  by 
the  press,  by  responsible  persons,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  as  to  the  want  of  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  and  in- 
vestigations by  ns  of  the  truth  or  falsehood, 
justice  or  injustice,  of  these  complaints,  have 
heretofore  been  doggedly  and  repeatedly  refus- 
ed. "  The  party  "  were  content  with  the  mere 
affirmation  by  the  President  to  the  crowd  of 
their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew  no 
more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of  the 
facts  of  a  certain  event  in  this  Capitol  last 
winter,  of  which  you  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman, 
knew  all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know  ; 
about  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be 
believed,  the  President  has  given  another  cer- 
tificate, though  he  was  more  than  a  mile  off. 
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and  there  were  at  least  seven  fathoms  of  bricks 
and  mortar  and  stone  between  him  and  the 
place  of  the  occurrence.  They  have  made  him 
a  witness  in  both  cases,  where  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  be  a  witness  ;  and  in  giving  his 
testimony  he  has  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
his  "  imagination  for  his  facts."  I  cared  noth- 
ing for  the  certificates  of  the  President,  so  long 
as  they  abided  in  the  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  declarations  along  the  public  roads,  or 
so  long  as  they  were  read  from  the  stump 
merely,  a  thousand  miles  off.  But,  sir,  this 
"  certificate  in  chief  "  is  no  longer  a  mere  tav- 
ern ipse  dixit  on  the  highway,  but  it  is  to  be 
filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Government,  as  a 
part  and  parcel  of  the  "  last  annual  Message  " 
of  the  Greatest  and  Best  1  Perennis  and  Olean- 
der have  certified  to  their  own  good  behavior, 
innocence,  and  purity,  have  incorporated  their 
certificate  in  the  "last  annual  Message,"  and 
have  afiixed  to  it  the  ofiicial  sign  manual  of 
Andrew  Jackson ! 

Is  this  certificate  true  ?  I  put  it  to  gentle- 
men if  it  be  not  true,  whether  injustice  has 
not  been  done  to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those 
who  have  uttered  just  complaints,  and  to  the 
public  service,  by  this  audacious  forged  self- 
aoqiiittal  ? 

Is  it  true  or  false,  that  the  various  executive 
departments  have  been  conducted  with  ability 
and  integrity,  and  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  ?  That  is  the  issue.  How  is  it  to  be 
tried  ?  Will  gentlemen  teU  me  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  tried  the  issue  already,  and  that  they 
are  content  with  his  certificate  in  form  ?  Sir, 
I  begin  this  session  as  I  ended  the  last  session, 
by  asking  the  opportunity  and  power,  and  by 
claiming  the  right  of  an  investigation  by  a 
committee,  an  efficient,  able,  and  fair  commit- 
tee, with  full  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  truth  is  all  I  desire.  I  make  no  accusa- 
tions, no  complaints,  except  of  the  denial  of 
investigation. 

If  all  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
integrity,  the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  investigation  may  do  great  good.  If  it 
does  not  find  and  expose  past  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion, it  may  prevent  much  evil  hereafter,  by 
the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I  do  sincerely,  from  the 
best  of  motives,  earnestly  desire  to  see  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  Land 
oflices,  of  the  Indian  bureau,  and  of  other  de- 
partments and  offices,  thrown  open  to  full  and 
fair  investigation.  "We  then  can  have  the  facts, 
of  which  to  judge  for  ourselves,  and  on  which 
to  make  up  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  grand  inquest  to  find  or  ignore  a  bill  for  it- 
self, and  of  the  venire  to  try  the  issue  and  find 
a  verdict  for  itself.  No  judge,  much  more  no 
party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or  render 
a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
say  I ;  and  I  say  more.  The  Numidian  king, 
when  he  was  cai'ried  a  captive  to  Rome,  and 
saw  the  cori'uptions  of  her  citizens,  returned 
from  the  city  with  contempt,  and  said,  "  Give 
me  wealth,  and  I  wUI  buy  up  the  whole  repub- 


lic." Fanny  "Wright,  I  believe,  uttered  a  truth 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  togeth- 
er, there  are  ten  chances  to  one  they  are  talk- 
ing on  one  of  three  subjects — "  trade,  politics 
6r  religion."  The  three  subjects  have,  since  she' 
wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amalgamated  into 
two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  become 
one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  told,  are  offer- 
ing to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  is  the  god 
of  this  day's  worship.  Trade,  sir,  trade  swal- 
lows up  every  thing ! 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Inves- 
tigation was  refused  last  winter,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  long.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  is  an 
inauspicious  period,  perhaps,  to  expect  gentle- 
men to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to  pause  a 
moment  on  the  present.  I  know  that  every 
eye  is  turned,  and  every  mind  of  gentlemen  is 
bent  towards  the  future.  "  Coming  events, 
which  cast  their  shadows  before,"  are  much 
more  dazzling  to  their  hopes  and  fancies  than 
painful  truths  of  the  past  or  the  present  are  to 
their  memories  or  theii-  wiUs.  They  know,  sir, 
that  some  of  the  swarm  of  "  conservatives " 
which  are  now  fat  and  fuU  of  the  blood  of  the 
Treasury,  must  be  driven  off  for  some  of  the 
lank  and  hungry  "  locofoco  "  files,  who  are 
voraciously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  All  things  may  not  become 
new,  but  there  must  be  some  changes ;  and  for 
every  change  there  will  be  a  chance  for  some 
impatient  expectant.  I  know  that  General 
Jackson  has  been  made  to  say,  in  this  "last 
annual  Message,"  "  He  that  cometh  after  me  is 
mightier  than  I ;  "  but  he  has  not  been  made 
to  add — "  "Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
thoroughly  purge  his  floor."  Sir,  lest  he  may 
not  purge  his  floor,  I  wish  it  to  be  swept  clean 
for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jackson 
may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Certain  it  is  I  cannot  anticipate ;  time  must 
develop  the  course  and  the  policy  of  the  com- 
ing administration.  And  let  no  one  accuse  me 
of  commencing  an  attack  upon  it  in  advance. 
N"o,  sir ;  so  far  from  it,  though  I  hold  Mr.  Van 
Buren  responsible  for  most  mischief  that  has 
been  done,  and  most  that  is  now  doing ;  though 
he  has  been  the  caucus  candidate  for  the  prea- 
dency,  and  was  the  nominated  successor ;  though 
he  is  elected  by  executive  patronage,  corrup- 
tion, and  dictation ;  thongh  he  succeeds  at  the 
expense  of  the  elective  franchise ;  though  he  is 
a  minority  President,  and  has  promised  to  fol- 
low generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen- 
cabinet  administration :  yet,  if  he  bravely  dares 
to  falsify  that  promise,  "  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance,"  if  he  will  kick 
away  the  base  ladders  by  which  he  has  climbed 
to  the  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will  now 
leave  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  array 
around  him  the  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  vir- 
tue of  the  country,  and  base  his  administration 
on  a  sound,  elevated,  and  enlightened  policy, 
free  from  corruption,  and  purely  patriotic,  un- 
contaminated  by  pai'ty,  I  will  pledge  my  hum- 
ble support  to  his  measures,  though  I  never  can 
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support  the  man,  or  pardon  the  past  examples 
he  has  set.  And  why  cannot  I  support  the 
man  whilst  I  approve  his  measures  ?  For  the 
very  reason  that  he  has  not  "  entered  in  at  the 
straight  gate."  I  shall  always  eschew  the  ex- 
ample which  has  been  set  in  1836,  as  I  did  that 
of  1825,  in  the  election  of  President  of  these 
United  States.  The  one  example  has  been  re- 
buked with  a  vengeance — the  other  will  not  be 
forgiven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has 
been  fought  between  power  and  the  people. 
The  result  is  known.  The  conflict  was  not  de- 
cisive, and  must,  as  long  as  there  is  an  honest 
heart  to  hope  for  freedom — shall  go  on  until 
constitutional  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty, 
truth,  and  justice,  are  triumphant,  or  aU  are 
fettered  in  a  despot's  chains!  Defeated,  bat 
not  conquered;  checked  by  the  prietorian 
bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  in  their 
onward  march,  the  patriot  army  is  not  dis- 
couraged or  dismayed ;  smitten,  but  not  struck 
down ;  the  flag  of  the  country  is  still  flying ! 
Defeat  may  drive  some,  the  craven  or  the  cor- 
morant of  spoils,  from  the  standard  of  the  true 
and  the  brave ;  but  to  the  firm  and  proud  spirits 
of  the  patriot  band  I  would  say,  "  Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  country  ?  "  Shall 
defeat  ?  Another  such  defeat  will  be  a  glorious 
victory !  In  this  "  we  are  more  than  conquer- 
ors," for  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  oflSce,  nor 
bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  be"  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  our  country,  its 
laws,  and  its  liberties!  God  only  knows  in 
whose  name  this  victory  shall  be  achieved :  it 
matters  not;  but  this  I  know,  be  he  who  he 
may,  his  cause  will  be  consecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayers,  the  sacrifices,  and  the  hopes,  of 
the  unsubdued  and  unterrified  freeman.  Wo 
sir ;  let  no  man  despair  of  the  republic.  The 
fight  IS  not  yet  ended.  The  people  are  not  yet 
vanquished.  Their  hosts  are  withdrawn  only 
lor  the  moment,  to  recruit  their  forces  and  to 
repair  their  broken  weapons.  The  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  shall 
be  my  duty  to  assist  in  pointing  anew  its  spears 
and  its  lances. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then 
taken  without  further  debate,  and  carried— 
ayes  86,  noes  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Thuesdat,  December  15. 
The  President's  Message. 

.,  ^«1^°^^®.''?™®^  ^^^  consideration  of 
tlie  ntteenth  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Loiiitnittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  13th 
instant,  on  the  President's  Message : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Messaee 
as  relates  to  the  "  condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
tiiey  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful 


discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and 
the  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation,"  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and  into 
all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bureaus 
or  ofBces,  or  any  of  their  ofiicers  or  agents,  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in. 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that 
said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such 
periods  of  times  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and 
proper. 

Mr.  Peaeoe,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  into  an 
argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause 
in  the  President's  Message  which  was  not  usual, 
and  perhaps  its  was  gratuitous  on  the  part  of 
the  President.  The  question  was,  whether  it 
wag  necessary,  because  the  President,  in  his 
last  annual  Message,  with  an  overflow  of  feel- 
ing towards  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments— as  he  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  all  men  living— had  thought 
proper  to  compliment  them,  it  was  necessary 
to  have  an  investigating  committee  to  ascertain 
whether  he  spoke  the  truth.  Although  it  was 
not  the  usual  course,  stiU  the  President  had  a 
precedent.  Many  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe 
stepped  out  of  the  usual  course  to  compliment 
the  then  head  of  the  War  Department,  (Mr. 
Oalhoun.)  But  because  he  did  this,  no  com- 
mittee was  raised  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolution,  because  the  direct 
object  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Presi- 
dent spoke  the  truth  or  not.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  that  all  the  subjects  contemplated  to 
be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  commit- 
tee, were  provided  for  by  the  House  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committees.  Among 
these  committees  was  that  of  "Ways  and  Means ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  take 
mto  consideration  and  report  upon  all  "such 
reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  all 
such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
might  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House ;  to 
inquire  Into  the  state  of  the  public  debt  or  the 
revenue  and  of  the  expenditures,  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  their  opinion  thereon ;  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  laws;  and  also  to  re- 
port from  time  to  time  such  provisions  and 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to 
the   economy  of  the    departments,   and   the 
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accountability  of  their  officers."  That  com- 
mitte.e  was  required  to  do  all  that  any  select 
committee,  however  raised,  could  do.  Besides 
this,  there  were  other  committees,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  the  expenditures  thereof. 
Every  gentleman  must  recollect  that,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  a  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Shbppeed,)  chairman  of 
one  of  these  committees,  investigated  the 
affairs  of  some  of  these  departments,  made  a 
report,  and  the  report  was  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  could  not  that  heretofore  done  be 
again  done  ?  He  submitted  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolution  was  not  gra- 
tuitous, uncalled  for,  and  had  nothing  to  justify 
it,  except  the  paragraph  alluded  to  in  the 
President's  Message.  Another  objection  he  had 
to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Well, 
what  were  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury, 
"War,  Navy,  &c.  ?  They  were  the  mere  mouth- 
pieces of  the  President;  men  selected  to  do 
what  he  could  not  do  himself.  Mr.  P.  i-ead 
the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  State, 
showing  its  duties,  and  showing  that  the  head 
of  that  Department  was  created  to  do  for  the 
President,  under  the  law,  that  which  the 
President  could  not  do  in  person.  How,  then, 
could  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  was 
not  implicated,  when  the  acts  of  his  ministers 
were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  his  acts  ?  Let 
gentlemen  take  the  bull  by  the  horns.  If  they 
had  any  allegations  to  make  against  the  Presi- 
dent, let  them  do  so  in  form.  While  passing 
on  the  acts  of  his  principal  public  officers,  they 
necessarily  passed  on  the  acts  of  the  President 
himself.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
laws  of  the  land  threw  around  individuals 
certain  guards ;  they  were  not  to  be  arraigned 
without  notice,  &c.  But  how  were  the  heads 
of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
■under  the  resolution  ?  They  were  to  have  no 
hearing  and  no  trial,  and  were  to  be  disfran- 
chised and  divested  of  their  rights,  upon  the 
mere  rumors  of  newspapers  and  gossip  of  old 
women.  There  never  was  a  committee  raised 
upon  mere  suggestion  and  gossip,  without  some- 
thing like  a  charge  or  an  allegation.  Then  let 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  or 
any  other  gentleman,  make  out  a  charge  against 
the  President,  and  he  might  have  as  large  a 
committee,  and  have  it  clothed  with  what 
powers  he  pleased ;  but  until  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  he  was,  and  should  be,  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Who  could 
toll  what  powers  this  committee  might  assume? 
It  might  require  the  departments  to  submit  to  it 
all  matters  connected  with  removal,  or  it 
might  assume  any  authority  it  pleased.  The 
resolution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  com- 
mittee than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee 
of  that  House,  or  any  other  legislative  tribunal. 
When  were  its  powers  to  cease?  Who  could 
tell  this?    From  the  form  of  the  resolution. 


never ;  because  they  were  to  take  co'gnizancS 
of  all  matters,  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union ; 
from  every  town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet ;  all 
causes  of  complaint,  from  responsible  and 
irresponsible  sources ;  of  all  the  ten  thousand 
charges  which  an  old  lady,  who  had  charge  of 
a  paper  in  this  city,  had  made,  and  the  ten 
thousand  more  which  she  probably  would  make. 
But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewhat 
an  ex  parte  proceeding.  Suppose  the  heads  of 
some  of  these  departments  shall  have  done 
some  commendable  acts.  The  committee  will 
not  be  bound  or  required  to  look  into  it.  Ifo, 
sir,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  them  and 
bring  them  to  trial,  and  inffict  punishment 
upon  them.  Perhaps  the  committee  miglit 
wish  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  take 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  home  to 
their  native  States,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
want  to  operate  on  the  politics  of  such  States. 
Well,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  State  went  home 
during  the  last  summer;  and  if  his  object  was 
to  operate  on  the  politics  of  Georgia,  he  met 
with  but  poor  success.  The  Secretaiy  of  the 
Navy  also  went  home ;  but  his  going,  if  he  did 
go  for  political  effect,  only  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  If  the 
results  in  those  States  were  the  consequence  of 
their  visits,  it  would  have  been  much  better 
they  had  not  gone.  But  suppose  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  said,  that  all  of  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments shall  have  faithfully  done  their  duty, 
we  shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee 
on  the  subject.  It  was  to  be  a  fault-finding 
committee ;  their  object  was  to  condemn,  and 
not  to  compliment,  the  President  or  his  ministers. 
If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  departments, 
you  would  have  no  report  from  this  committee. 
Although  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
have  his  Department  in  such  a  condition  that 
any  thing  which  is  brought  against  it,  either 
from  ghost  or  goblin  damned,  conid  not  effect 
it ;  although  the  Postmaster  General  may  have 
produced  order  out  of  chaos,  and  although  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with 
the  greatest  ability  two  offices,  not  a  word  will 
be  said  in  their  favor  by  this  committee :  their 
object,  ex  vi  termini,  will  be  to  undo  what  the 
President  has  done;  or,  failing  in  that^  they 
will  do  nothing.  Committees  of  that  Honse 
were  raised  for  special  causes,  for  causes  shown. 
What  were  the  causes  shown  why  this  com- 
mittee should  be  raised?  What  were  the 
specifications?  Tlien,  unless  they  were  to 
innovate  on  the  rules  of  the  House,  they 
could  not  adopt  this  resolution  in  its  present 
form.  Let  a  resolution  be  introduced  in  due 
form,  and  he  imagined  no  friend  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  that  floor  would  shrink  from  an  investi- 
gation. Let  the  charges  be  made  against  the 
Executive  and  his  ministers,  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, and  he  thought  he  could  safely  say  none 
would  shrink  from  the  investigation.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  go  into  Roman  history,  from 
the  age  of  Augustus  to  that  of  Tiberius,  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  examples  of  men  who 
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had  waded  through  blood  to  power ;  and  if  he 
did  so,  it  was  only  for  instruction,  and  to  make 
him  the  more  happy  that  he  lived  in  a  country 
where  none  of  those  scenes  were  enacted. 

Many  men,  Mr.  P.  said,  changed  their  minds 
and  opinions  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  the 
course  of  those  they  used  to  admire. 

[Mr.  Wise  said,  if  the  gentleman  alluded  to 
him,  he  must  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  in  his  life.] 

Mr.  Peaeob  proceeded.  The  character  of  a 
nation  depended  very  much  on  the  character 
of  the  individuals  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. No  nation  was  rendered  more  valuable 
by  its  resources  than  by  the  character  and 
the  reputation  of  the  individual  who  presided 
over  it.  Why  did  Virginia  hold  herself  so 
high?  It  might  be  somewhat  on  account  of 
her  soil,  climate,  and  resources,  but  more 
because  of  her  Washington,  her  Henrys,  her 
Jeffersons,  and  her  Madisons.  Their  characters 
not  only  gave  character  to  Virginia,  but  to  all 
the  States.  Why  was  he  (Mr.  P.)  proud  of  the 
little  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repre- 
sent. He,  to  be  sure,  might  be  proud  of  her 
great  resources ;  but  more  proud,  because  it 
was  the  land  of  Greene  and  Perry.  Seven 
cities  contended  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth 
to  Homer ;  and  tyrannical  as  Napoleon  might 
have  been,  his  name  was  revered  by  most  of 
the  French  nation.  What  would  England,  the 
fast-anchored  isle  of  the  ocean,  have  been,  if  it 
were  not  for  her  poets,  her  philosophers,  and 
her  statesmen  ? 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  repeating  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ; 
and  at  the  same  time  said  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  an  investigation,  if  a 
proper  committee  was  raised.  He  submitted 
to  the  House  the  following  amendment :  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  "i?esofee«Z,"  and  insert 
the  following: 

"  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  is  in 
the  following  words,  to  wit :  '  Before  concluding  this 
paper,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  de- 
partments to  bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to 
enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  public  business  ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  any  specific  causes  of  complaint 
which  may  be  alleged  against  the  integrity  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
reaus, or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their 
duties  have  been  discharged ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  Peyton  .said :  I  was,  at  first,  somewhat 
surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Mr.  Pearce)  should  be  found  in  opposition  to 
this  investigation.  That  gentleman  was  once 
ihe  zealous  advocate  of  rigid  scrutiny  into  all 


abuses  committed  by  public  functionaries.  In 
an  elaborate  speech  upon  this  floor,  he  once 
sustained  an  investigation  similar  to  the  one 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise.)  I  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Wiscasset 
collector.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  announces 
the  fact  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  General  Jackson  —  violently  and 
bitterly  opposed  to  him  —  and  he  manifested 
that  opposition  in  every  conceivable  way,  and 
upon  every  subject  that  arose.  But  having 
now  become  a  Jackson  man,  he  has  undergone, 
it  seems,  a  complete  political  transformation. 
And  what  a  change !  his  old  principles  dis- 
carded. Ids  mental  vision  in  total  and  disas- 
trous eclipse,  he  has  closed  his  eyes  upon  fraud, 
and  peculation,  and  plunder ! 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the 
champion  of  Andrew  Jackson  ?  Has  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen  already  sunk  so  low  that  his 
fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the  keep- 
ing of  such  hands.  Oh,  spectacle,  mortifying 
and_  humiliating,  to  the  honest  friends  and 
original  supporters  of  Andrew  Jackson !  those 
who  fought  with  him,  and  voted  for  him! 
who  advocated  his  first  election  upon  principle ! 
and  Avho,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advocates  of  the  same  principles. 
What  must  they  think,  how  must  they  feel, 
when  they  are  informed  that  the  President's 
reputation  as  a  statesman  has  fallen  into 
the  custody  of  that  gentleman,  who,  formerly 
a  violent,  loathed,  and  detested  assailant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Presi- 
dent's popularity,  strong  enough  to  bear  even 
him  along,  and  is  now  become  his  pretended 
fulsome  eulogist  and  defender  ? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentleman's  objections,  or 
rather  his  pretended  objections,  to  the  proposed 
inquiry.  He  has  given  a  striking  specimen  of 
the  cunning  and  tact  of  the  sect  to  which  he 
belongs,  by  the  issue  which  he  has  made  up — 
a  false,  hypocritical  issue.  What  is  it  ?  "Wliy, 
forsooth,  that  it  involves  the  President's  ve- 
racity!—that  it  will  be,  does  the  President 
speak  the  truth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
oSicers  are  "honest'"  as  well  as  capable?  and 
that  he,  good,  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dure to  hear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  upon  the  veracity  of  that  high 
functionary.  Under  this  false  and  fraudulent 
issue,  the  gentleman  takes  shelter,  and  expects 
to  escape  all  inquiry,  all  investigation.  Is  ar- 
gument required  to  expose  a  position  so  mon- 
strous ?_  WDl  not  every  high-minded  man  in 
the  nation  look  upon  it  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion ?_  Sir,  I  deny  and  denounce  this  as  that 
false  issue  which  has  so  long  been  the  shield 
of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  always 
skulk  at  the  slightest  approach  of  danger.  The 
President  says  they  are  honest,  and  the  gen- 
tleman says  you  are  not  to  prove  them  rogues, 
because  that  would  be  to  make  out  the  Presi- 
dent a  liar.  What  a  position ! 
Did  the  President  write  the  paragraph  in  his 
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Message,  laudatory  of  these  oflBcers,  wUch  the 
gentleman  himself  admits  is  unusual  in  such  a 
document,  and  which,  I  am  sure,  has  no  pre- 
cedent or  parallel  ?  No,  sir,  not  one  word  of 
it ;  and  lie  does  not  know  at  this  moment,  that 
it  is  there  ?  What  is  it,  sir,  which  these  gen- 
tlemen, so  able  and  so  honest,  have  introduced 
into  the  Message,  and  now  claim  that  it  is 
evidence  of  so  high  and  sacred  a  nature  that  it 
cannot  be  examined  or  impeached?  Here  it 
is  : 

"  Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business  ;  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just 
cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  crea- 
tion." 

Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping 
certificate  of  moral  character  for  these  gentle- 
men ?  No,  sir,  no.  I  plead  non  est  fac- 
tum. It  is  not  his  deed.  They  have  fraudu- 
lently smuggled  it  into  his  Message,  to  evade 
scrutiny  into  their  conduct.  Instead  of  stifling 
inquiry,  it  is  of  itself  a  cause  of  suspicion.  I 
say,  sir,  that  the  President  did  not  write  it ; 
in  support  of  which  averment,  I  have  evidence 
satisfactory,  at  least  to  my  own  mind,  and  such 
as  should  be  made  known  to  this  House,  to  the 
country  at  large,  and  to  posterity.  It  should 
thus  he  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the 
name  and  fame  of  the  President  from  that  im- 
putation which,  in  all  time  to  come,  would 
attach  to  them,  in  consequence  of  this  flagrant 
abuse  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  in 
others.  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which,  according  to  usage,  was  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  President  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  inform  him  of  the 
readiness  of  Congress  to  receive  the  very  Mes- 
sage in  question,  found  him  extended  on  a  sick 
couch,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  hand.  On 
the  eve  of  their  departure  he  urged  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  to  come  back 
soon,  and  talk  with  him;  that  he  was  lone- 
some,, wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have 
his  friends  about  him.  The  Senator  (alas !  that 
it  should  be  necessary  for  him  to  invoke  the 
attendance  of  friends,  and  of  such  friends !)  did 
return  and  remained  with  the  President  more 
than  an  hour,  during  which  time  he  never 
alluded  to  the  subject  of  politics.  He  spoke  of 
dying,  of  the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  he 
might  be  spared  till  he  could  reach  it  in  the 
spring.  His  thoughts  were  with  his  heart, 
"  and  that  was  far  away,"  dwelling  upon  other 
and  doubtless  holier  meditations  than  writing 
eulogies  upon  public  functionaries,  whose  con- 
duct he  was  in  no  situation  to  examine,  and 
who,  if  they  were  honest,  needed  not  his  testi- 
mony to  the  fact. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has 
another  objection  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 


proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia.     He 
says  that  it  is  unnecessary,  because,  by  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House,  the  investigation 
into  all  such  matters  is  enjoined,  as  a  duty,  upon 
the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means.     The  rule 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  reads  as  follows : 
"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue, 
as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  &o. ; 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public 
departments,   and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  report 
whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  con- 
formably with  such  laws;  and  also  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrange- 
ments, as  may  be  necessary    to  add  to  the 
economy  of  the  departments,  and  to  the  ac- 
countability of  their   ofiScers."    And  yet  the 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  argu- 
ment,  contended    that  the    exercise,   by   the 
House,  of  such  a  power  as  is  hereby  enjoined 
upon  one  of  its  standing  committees,  would  be 
a    disfranchisement  of   the  heads  of   depart- 
ments !     An    ex  parte    trial  and    conviction, 
according  to ,  the  rules  of  the  common  law  1 
The  rule  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  shows 
the  sense  entertained  by  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  necessity  of  such  investigations  as  the 
one  proposed  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  several  departments,  with  a  view  to  tlie 
rigid  accountability  of  public  oflBcers,  and  the 
legal  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys. 

But,  sir,  is  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  appropriate  committee  to  make  such 
examinations?  Look  at  the  past.  How  long 
have  complaints  of  malversation  in  oflice  been 
ringing  in  the  ears  of  gentlemen  ?  Look  at  the 
formation  of  that  committee.  Its  chairman  (Mr. 
Cambeeleng)  labors  under  a  political,  if  not 
a  legal,  disability  to  institute  and  conduct  them 
with  efficiency.  Dare  he  move  in  such  a 
cause  ?  No,  sir ;  he  would  seal  his  fate  forever. 
But  if  that  committee  were  forced  by  the 
House  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope 
of  success  could  we  rely  upon  it !  The  head 
of  each  department  would  hand  over  to  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  such  a  statement 
as  he  might  choose  to  send  here. 

Why,  sir,  it  would  be  like  the  trial  of 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Reuben  has  been  tried, 
and,  as  you  will  be  glad  to  hear,  acquitted, 
since  the  last  session.  But  how  tried?  Not 
by  a  committee  of  this  House?  No  sir;  ho 
was  tried  on  the  other  side  of  the  AUeghanies, 
while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor  were  a 
thousand  miles  off.  He  was  tried  at  Jones- 
borough,  Tennessee,  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  the  prosecutor  not  my  friend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  but  one  John 
Kennedy,  who  prosecuted  Reuben  so  hand- 
somely, that  he  has  since  been  rewarded  by  an 
appointment.  Reuben  was  arraigned  before  the 
President  in  a  large  crowd ;  the  charges  against 
him  so  drawn  up  that  they  could -aU  be  an- 
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swered  in  Ms  favor,  without  touching  the  true 
issues  which  involved  his  guilt  or  innocence. 
They,  in  effect,  asked  the  President — ^is  Reu- 
hen  a  saint,  or  is  he  a  sinner  ?  "  He  is  a  per- 
secuted patriot,  sir';  persecuted  on  account  of 
his  opposition  to  the  United  States  Bank." 
'•  There !  "  said  they,  "  do  your  hear  that  ?  " 
and  the  shout,  hurra  for  Reuben,  was  loud  and 
long.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  chose  to  wan- 
der from  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
carry  this  political  war  into  Tennessee.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  his  State  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  She  then 
had  a  higher  regard  for  State  lines  and  State 
sovereignty;  her  patriotism  was  only  com- 
mensurate with  her  small  limits. 

He  represents  the  President  as  going  to  the 
Hermitage  on  private  business,  and  seems  to 
justify  all  which  his  party  attempted  to  achieve 
by  the  President's  visit  to  Tennessee.  A  pri- 
vate visit  to  the  Hermitage!  They  scarcely 
gave  him  time  to  shake  hands  with  the  old 
family  servants  at  the  Hermitage.  He  was 
hurried  from  place  to  place,  dragged  along 
through  dust  and  heat  to  public  meetings,  at 
towns,  and  villages,  and  cross-roads,  and 
country  stores ;  carried  through  Tennessee  and 
Alabama;  brought  back  and  taken  through 
Kentucky,  by  the  way  of  Cincinnati,  to  Wash- 
ington. The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
sorted to  every  art  to  excite  and  induce  him 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  election ;  and 
they  now  talk  of  a  private  visit  to  the  Hermi- 
tage 1  Sir,  I  was  told  this  morning,  as  I  entered 
the  Capitol,  that  some  one  of  the  members 
from  Tennessee  denied  certain  facts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  true.  I  hope, 
sir,  that  no  such  denial  has  been  made.  But, 
if  it  has,  I  stand  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman, 
and  maintain  the  truth  of  those  facts  any- 
where. The  President  assailed  me  for  the 
course  which  he  said  I  had  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bin  which  contained  the  appropria- 
tion to  carry  into  effect  the  Cherokee  treaty 
before  he  left  the  city,  which  complaint  he 
frequently  repeated  on  his  way  to  the  Hermi- 
tage. At  KnoxvUle,  a  gentleman  produced 
the  Globe  newspaper,  which  showed  that  I  had 
voted  and  spoken  in  support  of  that  measure. 
But  it  had  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to  speak 
of  it  as  he  had  done  before.  At  Sparta,  he 
denounced  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
as  a  liar.  At  the  house  of  Mrs.  Saunders,  in 
Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  he  stated  that 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Bell)  "  told  twenty  lies  in 
one  speech,  and  knew  them  to  be  lies  at  the 
time ; "  and  that  Peyton  was  a  greater  liar 
than  Bell.  In  passing  through  the  district  of 
my  colleague,  (Mr.  Fokestee,)  his  very  able 
speech  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  having 
been  mentioned,  the  President  stated  that  "  any 
man  could  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Washington  for  five  dollars."  When  asked 
how  Mr.  Huntsman  was,  in  relation  to  political 
parties,  "  He  is  on  the  fence,"  said  the  General, 
"  and  no  one  knows  which  side  he  will  fall." 


The  constituents  of  another  one  of  my  col- 
leagues'  inquired,  "Well,  General,  what  do 
you  think  of  our  representative,  Mr.  Shields  ?  " 
"Oh!  "  said  he,  "he  is  of  no  account,  sir,  no 
account ;  turn  him  out,  and  send  some  one  in 
his  place  who  is  of  some  account."  I  have 
repeated  these  things,  sir,  not  on  account  of 
any  pleasure  they  afford  me,  but  because  those 
very  gentlemen  who  were  the  cause  of  these 
exhibitions  are  now  denying  them.  Let  any 
man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  calls 
upon  us  to  take  "  the  bull  by  the  horns ;  " 
"  to  move  an  impeachment  against  the  Presi- 
dent at  once  ;  "  says  that  "  he  is  accountable 
for  the  acts  of  his  ministers,  and  any  attack 
upon  them  is  in  effect  an  impeachment  of  him." 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir.  We  wish 
to  rope  these  calves,  and  drag  them,  bleating 
as  they  go,  from  the  Treasury,  for  they  have 
been  sucking  too  long  already ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman says  no,  "  take  the  bull  by  the  horns." 
Move  an  impeachment  against  the  President, 
indeed!  He  accountable,  criminally  account- 
able, for  the  want  of  integrity  on  the  part  of  his 
ministers!  Was  there  ever  any  thing  more 
impudent  than  this?  Because  General  Jack- 
son is  a  patriot,  does  it  follow  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is  any  thing  but  what  the  world 
knows  him  to  be  ?  Because  General  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  .that  Amos 
Kendall,  and  all  the  other  "hirelings,"  as  he 
calls  them,  are  honest  too  ?  This,  sir,  is  the 
doctrine  of  the  party — the  doctrine  of  men  into 
whose  hands  the  government  of  the  country 
has  fallen.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman,  in  thus 
shuifling  himself  under  the  protecting  mantle 
of  the  President,  but  displays  the  usual  tact  of 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  They  are  all 
patriots,  if  the  President  be  a  patriot.  They 
are  all  honest  men,  if  the  President  be  an  honest 
man.  Sir,  let  me  put  a  case  in  common  life 
to  illustrate  this  doctrine ;  one  which  every 
farmer  will  understand.  Take  any  man  of 
seventy  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with 
sixty  hands  to  control,  give  him  a  full  crop — 
corn,  tobacco,  and  small  grain — can  he  manage 
them  so  that  no  part  of  the  crop  will  suffer  ? 
Suppose  his  foremen  are  faithless  and  roguish, 
that  they  are  detected  marauding  the  country 
of  nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  turkeys, 
their  chickens  and  potateos,  upon  them,  could 
they  plead  the  vu-tues  of  their  master  as  a 
justiiication  of  their  crimes  ?  Could  you  not 
lynch  them  without  meaning  to  inflict  blows 
upon  the  good  old  man  whose  confidence  they 
had  abused  ?  There  is  no  man  amongst  them 
who  can  stand  one  moment  upon  his  own 
merits.  No,  sir;  they  have  crowded  and 
huddled  together  under  the  mantle  of  General 
Jackson,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to 
cover  them ;  they  have  worn  it  threadbare, 
stretched  and  torn  it  into  tatters.  You  may 
occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Van's  bald  pate 
popped  out  here,  Amos's  sharp  face  there, 
Felix's  red  eyes  yonder,  Blair's  shank  at  one 
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place,  and  Eeuben's  pockets  filled  with  Treas- 
ury receipts  at  another ;  and  now,  sir,  we  have 
the  gentlenaan  from  Ehode  Island  squealing 
around  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  is  no 
teat,  hunting  a  place  to  crawl  in  at.  Now,  sir, 
what  I  wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  mantle  off 
these  gentlemen,  and  let  them  stand  up  for 
themselves.  Every  one  knows  that  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  has  any  motive,  any  wish, 
to  make  an  issue  with  General  Jackson ;  that 
he  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  resolution.  His 
course  is  run,  his  day  is  past,  his  power  is  in 
other  hands;  and  we  wish  to  hold  those  gentle- 
men accountable  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
exercise  it.  There  has  been  no  investigation 
into  the  departments,  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  for  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to 
see  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of 
the  public,  and  the  balance  fairly  struck  be- 
tween them  and  the  people.  They  may  be 
honest,  very  honest;  if  so,  it  is  due  to  them- 
selves that  they  show  it.  It  may  be  other- 
wise; and,  in  that  event,  it  is  due  to  the 
country  that  we  should  have  a  committee  of 
the  House  to  show  that.  How  is  it  proposed 
that  they  shall  come  to  trial?  Upon  the 
certificate  contained  iu  the  Message,  and  upon 
that  alone.  The  gentleman  himself  admits 
that  these  sweeping  certificates  are  unusual.  I 
detest  the  whole  system  of  certifying,  which 
pervades  every  department  of  the  Government, 
and  can  be  traced  from  Eeuhen  M.  "Whitney 
up,  (I  believe  you  cannot  go  from  Eeuhen 
down.)  Yes,  sir,  a  coward,  who  shrinks  and 
runs  from  an  adversary  whom  he  has  injured, 
will  get  a  certificate  of  his  courage  to  use  upon 
the  stump ;  a  traitor  will  get  a  certificate  of 
patriotism;  a  rogue  of  his  honesty;  and  a 
perjured  witness  of  his  veracity ;  and  if  you 
attempt  to  fix  upon  either  of  these  his  true 
character,  he  will  ensconce  himself  behind  his 
certificate.  We  ask  permission  to  go  into  the 
various  departments,  and  see  what  their  true 
condition  is. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  that  is  equivalent 
to  an  impeachment  of  the  President,  for  here 
is  his  statement  that  all  is  well ;  "  that  there  is 
no  just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter ; " 
and  the  argument  is,  that  if  you  find  just  cause 
of  complaint,  it  will  show  that  what  the  Presi- 
dent has  said  is  not  true ;  and,  therefore,  if  you 
do  not  mean  to  attack  the  President,  there  must 
be  no  examination  whatever.  We  hold  these 
officers,  whose  conduct  we  propose  to  examine, 
to  be  trustees ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
tTiat  they  have  abused  their  trust,  and  abused 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  account  of  their  own 
conduct  to  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  are  met  at  once,  and  told  that  you  are  put- 
ting the  President  upon  his  trial ;  it  is  an  im- 
peachment against  him ;  make  out  your  specifi- 
cations and  sumrfion  him  to  the  bar  of  the 
Senate.  All  we  ask,  sir,  is,  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people  shall  send  a 
committee  and  examine  the  archives,  records. 


and  papers  of  their  own  Government,  in  any 
and  all  of  its  departments,  and  make  their 
report  of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propose 
no  criminal  prosecution  against  any  one,  but 
an  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  the  honesty  and  fidelity  of 
the  public  agents ;  and  this  the  gentleman  calls 
disfranchisement  under  the  common  law.  He 
was  eloquent  and  extravagant  in  his  euloginms 
upon  the  heads  of  these  departments;  he 
spouted  their  praises  in  poetry,  and  I  suppose 
he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story. 
He  says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
slept  upon  his  arms.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  slept; 
and  the  party  should  feel  under  the  highest 
obligations  to  him,  for  he  has  so  contrived  as  to 
make  the  Treasury  and  the  public  lands  a 
powerful  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  late 
election.  By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order, 
which  he  issued,  requiring  specie  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands,  with  an  exception  in  favor 
of  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  those  lands 
are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a  bribe  of  one 
hundred  dollars  a  head  for  votes  in  the  States 
of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Michi- 
gan, which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State. 
For,  sir,  at  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Missis- 
sippi last  fall,  specie  was  worth  at  one  time 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and,  while  the  citizens  of 
Tennessee,  then  considered  in  rebellion  against 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  required  to  pay  this 
enormous  tax,  the  citizens  of  Mississippi,  a 
doubtful  State  in  the  election,  were  exempt 
from  it.  At  Government  price,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  would  cost  the  Missis- 
sippian  four  hundred  doUars,  while  the  Tennes- 
seean,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from 
the  necessity  he  was  placed  under,  by  this 
order,  of  raising  specie.  And,  sir,  this  was 
not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  his  hundreds  of 
hands  and  thousands  of  bales,  while  the  specie 
was  exacted  from  the  most  indigent  and  meri- 
torious Tennesseean.  This,  sir,  is  what  I  call 
high-handed  oppression  on  the  one  side,  and 
wholesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Macedon  never  made  a  more  unblush- 
ing use  of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the 
people  of  Greece.  This  Secretary  must  be 
entitled  to  the  praise,  and  something  more  sub- 
stantial still,  to  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of  the 
party.  The  gentleman  alluded,  also,  to  the 
visit  of  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Forsyth)  to 
Georgia,  which  he  calls  unfortunate ;  true,  hia 
visit  was  unfortunate ;  and  of  the  visit  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Dickerson)  to  New 
Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  He  seems 
unwilling  to  give  them  any  credit  for  well-meant 
exertions,  and  "  wishes  to  God  they  had  stayed 
at  home."  This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  as 
they  used  their  best  exertions  in  the  cause. 
It  is  true  the  gentleman  attempts  to  conceal  the 
fact ;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  went  to  Georgia,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  his  shattered  forces ;  that  he  was  openly 
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electioneering  for  Mr.  Yan  Buren.  Amos,  too, 
if  I  was  correctly  informed,  made  an  excursion, 
for  a  like  purpose,  into  New  Engl^ind.  I  am 
sure  that  I  saw  it  stated  that  he  had  Ms  face 
lithographed,  and  copies  sent  through  the 
country,  so  that  those  who  could  not  see  "  the 
divine  original,  might  at  least  gaze  on  love's 
counterfeit." 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  assumes  another 
ground  in  defence  of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he 
calls  them.  He  says  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  would  amount  to  a  disfranchisement 
of  those  officers  whose  conduct  it  is  proposed 
to  scrutinize,  by  denying  to  them  a  trial  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  rules  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
principle  holds  only  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for 
crime.  All  laws  are  to  be  liberally  expounded, 
so  as  to  detect  fraud,  but  strictly  construed 
when  you  come  to  punish  a  criminal.  The 
gentleman  goes  too  fast ;  he  leaps  to  the  con- 
clusion, leaving  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  mat- 
ter; while  we  are  commencing  the  develop- 
ment of  fraud  and  corruption,  which  the  law 
abhors,  he  anticipates  the  awful  result  which 
may  be  brought  about,  and  is  appealing  to  your 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit.  Now,  if 
he  will  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and 
in  due  season  we  will  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy, 
and  acquit  wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt. 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  come  from  that  side 
of  the  House.  These  officers  are  the  trustees 
of  tlie  people,  and  accountable  to  the  people. 
They  have  been  long  in  office,  and  are  about 
entering  upon  a  new  lease ;  and  now,  when 
called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their 
fidelity  and  ability,  their  friends  upon  this  floor 
raise  the  cry  of  disfranchisement  and  summary 
punishment.  I  deny  and  utterly  i-epudiate  this 
docti'ine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  denies  the 
right  of  a  principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  of 
his  agent.  "What  would  that  principal  think 
of  an  agent  who  would  shut  his  books  and  say, 
I  claim  protection  under  the  criminal  code ; 
you  cannot  examine  these  books,  lest  it  may 
lead  to  a  prosecution  against  me  ?  What  honest 
man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  guilty? 
What  judge  would  sustain  the  objection  for  an 
instant  ?  Take  the  case  of  a  guardian :  a  mo- 
tion is  made  in  court,  a  committee  is  appointed, 
and  he  is  brought  forthwith  to  a  settlement; 
could  he  object,  on  the  groimd  that  the  exami- 
nation of  his  accounts  might  develop  crime, 
and  lead  to  punishment  ?  And,  sir,  have  not 
the  American  people  the  same  power  over  these 
keepers  of  their  treasure,  and  guardians  of 
their  constitution,  laws,  and  liberties,  which  a 
court  of  justice  can  exercise  over  the  guardian 
of  an  estate  and  the  children  who  own  it? 
Sir,  because  investigation  may  lead  to  such  a 
discovery,  it  does  not  preclude  investigation 
altogether.  The  gentleman's  fancy  seems  to 
be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminal  prosecutions 
and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well,  sir,  his 
fancies  may  be  realized ;  he  may  know  some- 
thing calculated  to  excite  his  alarm ;  it  may 
lead  to  that,  and  I  would  not  bo  surprised  if,  in 
Vol.  XIII.— 15 


some  instances,  it  did ;  but  we  move  no  mi- 
peachment,  no*"  indictment,  no  presentment,  at 
this  tune.  We  merely  ask  that  this  House,  as 
the  great  inquest  of  the  nation,  shall  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  departments ;  and  upon  a 
report  of  facts,  by  a  committee,  it  will  then  be 
able  to  determine  what  steps  are  proper  to  be 
taken.  If  crime  is  developed  in  any  quarter, 
then  it  will  be  the  proper  time  to  bring  offend- 
ers to  trial,  and  they  shall  have  all  the  benefits 
of  the  strict  rules  of  conamon  law,  and  criminal 
law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy  likewise.  Sir, 
there  is  something  "  rotten  in  Denmark,"  or 
we  would  not  have  this  resolute  and  continued 
opposition  to  aU  investigation,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
agents  and  officers  of  Government.  At  the 
adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
there  were  pending  motions  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  effect  objects  similar  to  those  con- 
templated by  this  resolution,  and  they  were  all 
smothered  by  the  party  to  which  the  gentle- 
man belongs,  and,  I  believe,  with  his  assistance. 
The  gentleman  dreads  a  select  committee,  while 
he  is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  confi- 
dence in  the  result,  if  the  matter  be  intrusted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Yet, 
sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  says  it  will  be  a  "fault-finding, 
censorious  committee."  Have  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  committee  ?  Is  the  Speaker 
subject  to  the  suspicion  of  doing  injustice  to 
any  of  the  party  in  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees ?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute 
certainty  that  a  majority  of  this  committee,  if 
appointed,  will  be  composed  of  the  friends  of 
these  officers  ?  Cannot  those  gentlemen  meet 
their  own  friends  without  fear  and  trembling  ? 
Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this  House 
sufficient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  inno- 
cent, as  well  as  to  insure  the  detection  and  ex- 
posure of  the  guilty  ?  Are  gentlemen  wUling 
that  it  shall  be  understood,  and  go  abroad  to 
the  country,  that  they  cannot  face  such  a  com- 
mittee, composed  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
honor  and  purest  principle,  even  though  they 
are  their  own  friends  ?  And  these,  too,  are  the 
men  in  whose  hands  the  Government  of  the 
country  is  placed,  and  who  claim  to  be  above 
suspicion,  beyond  the  power  of  this  House, 
forted  in  upon  all  sides  by  the  ramparts  of  the 
President's  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  which  is  quite 
original,  and  merits  particular  attention ;  it  is 
this,  sir :  that  the  direction  given  at  the  last 
session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exec- 
utive patronage  bill,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  views 
of  this  House  upon  the  subject  of  executive 
patronage.  And  he  seems  to  draw  an  inference 
that  the  House  then  gave  its  sanction  to  all 
that  had  been  or  would  be  done  in  the  way  of 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments. 
What  are  the  facts  in  relation  to  that  case?    A 
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gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mann,)  on 
the  25tli  February,  1836,  moved   "that  said 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary."   My  colleague  (Mr.  Bell)  moved  "  it 
should  be  referred  to   a  select  committee ;  " 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Deomgoole)  moved  "that  the 
executive  patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedence  of 
the  others,  and  prevailed,  and  there  the  bill  has 
slept  ever  since.     The  question  of   executive 
patronage  was  not  taken  up  for  consideration 
afterwards ;  and  now  the  gentleman  contends 
that  the  House  having  failed  to  act  upon  the 
subject,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  executive  patronage,  to  the  fullest 
extent.     Sir,  during  the  last  summer,  in  Ten- 
nessee, I  endeavored  to  inculcate  this  doctrine, 
so  far  as  to  hold  a  majority  of  this  House 
accountable  for  its  failing  to  act  upon  this  as 
well  as  some  other  important  questions ;   but 
this  doctrine  was  controverted  by  you  and  your 
friends.    How  would  it  hold  upon  another  great 
question — the  question  of  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  secure  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  to  the 
people,  at  all  events  and  under  all  circum- 
stances?   For  the  last  two  sessions  of  Con- 
gress this  has  been  a  leading  question,  and 
afforded  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  party  to  show 
their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  measures  of 
General    Jackson.    I,   and    the    friends   with 
whom  I  ^ct,  have  ever  been  in  favor  of  that 
measure.     At  the  session  before  the  last,  soon 
after  it  was  known  that  Judge  White  was  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  while  we 
were  urging  the  House  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions upon  that  subject,  the  present  Speaker 
(Mr.  Jambs  K.  Polk)  made  a  speech,  in  which, 
after  professing  a  willingness  to  go  for  the 
measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  the  subject 
then,  alleging  a  want  of  time,  and  also  some 
imperfection  in  the  resolutions.  ■  I  followed  in 
a  few  remarks,  in  which  I  urged  the  import- 
ance of  speedy  action  on  the  subject,  and  re- 
minded the  Speaker  of  his  former  course  in 
relation  to  the  matter;  and,  though  he  spoke 
against  us,  he  voted  with  us  to  take  up  the 
resolutions.     His  friends,  however,  took  their 
cue,  and  followed  his  precept  instead  of   his 
example,  and  the  resolutions  were  postponed. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  same  sub- 
ject came  up,  with  no  better  fate  than  before. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  get  a 
report  from  the  committee  at  all.     They  all 
professed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Oh !  yes ;  but  they  seemed  to  agree  to  differ  as 
to  the  mode  of  effecting  it ;  and,  at  last,  when 
the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  direction 
with  the  executive  patronage  biU,  or  some- 
thing like  it.     "We  could  not  bring  the  gentle- 
men to  a  vote  on  either.    And  is  it  to  be 
understood,  now  the  election  is  over,  (I  know 
that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  before,) 
that  all  those  who  voted  to  give  those  important 


measures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting 
against  them  ?  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand 
upon  the  great  leading  measures  of  General 
Jackson's  administration?  If  we  call  upon 
gentlemen  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Pres- 
ident upon  that  oft-repeated  biit  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  are  we  to  be 
told  that  the  House  has  already  decided  that 
question  against  the  President's  recommenda- 
tions, by  refusing  to  vote  on  the  question? 
Are  we  to  be  told,  if  we  propose  to  limit  exec- 
utive patronage,  that  the  House  has  already 
decided  that  question  in  the  same  manner,  and 
has  sanctioned  the  full  extent  to  which  exec- 
utive measures  have  been  recently  carried? 
And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent  ?  It  is  sufficient, 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settled  prece- 
dent, to  rivet  chains  upon  us  and  our  children 
forever.  Such  a  precedent  will  authorize  a 
President  to  make  the  nomination  of  his  succes- 
sor a  cabinet  measure,  issue  his  proclamation 
calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  nomination, 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose 
the  nominees  before  or  after  the  convention 
acts,  as  "  assaihng  public  -s-irtue,  and  opposing 
the  right  of  the  people  to  govern."  For,_sir, 
this  has  been  done  in  the  late  nomination  of 
the  "  Government "  candidates,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  English  journals.  Was  that  ticket 
so  remarkable  for  its  purity  and  virtue,  that  to 
oppose  it  was  to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people? 
Mr.  Van  Buren  had  promised  to  walk  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  and  is,  conse- 
quently, bound  in  due  time  to  nominate  his 
colleague  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  presidency, 
order  a  convention  to  ratify  his  nomination, 
take  the  field,  and  secure  his  election  by  the 
use  of  all  the  ways  and  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  This,  sir,  is  the  extent  to  which 
executive  patronage  has  already  gone,  and  which 
the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  been 
sanctioned  by  this  House.  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  deny.  Whatever  this  House  may  be  destined 
to  do,  it  has  not  come  to  that  yet. 

Sir,  I  was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines, 
and  I  must  say  that  I  was  not  prepared  for  the 
opposition  to  the  proposed  investigation.  I 
had  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  have  become 
ashamed  of  screening  these  officers,  who, 
instead  of  running  to  General  Jackson  for 
certificates  of  moral  character,  should  be  the 
first  to  demand  an  investigation.  But,  sir, 
will  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  satisfied 
forever  that  they  shall  shrink  from  responsi- 
bility, hold  np  General  Jackson's  character  as 
their  shield,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutiny  of 
their  conduct  ?  If  they  have  acted  honorably, 
we  wish  them  to  show  it ;  if  those  suspicions, 
so  common,  so  universal,  are  groundless,  we 
wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Innocence  never 
seeks  for  safety  in  flight,  in  concealment ;  but 
rather  courts  investigation  and  defies  scrutiny. 
How  can  gentlemen  reconcile  innocence  with 
this  trembling  and  shrinking — this  shielding 
themselves  under  the  numerical  strength  of 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


227 


Decembee,  1836.] 


The  President's  Message — Mr.  Wise's  Resolution. 


[H.  OF  E. 


their  friends  in  this  House?     This  was  their 
course  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.     Eemem- 
ber,  sir,  what  fatality  attended  every  efibrt  to 
obtain  a  committee  of  investigation  then.  Eecol- 
leot  the  extraordinary  and  obstinate  protection 
extended  to  that  darling  Treasury-pet,  Keuben 
Whitney.     Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  unanimously  re- 
commended an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of  that 
bureau,  which  would  have  developed  the  causes 
of  the  late  and  present  Indian  wars  in  the 
South.     That  committee  reported  a  resolution 
authorizing  any  two  of  its  members  to  prose- 
cute the  inquiry  by  talking  testimony  for  the 
information  of  the  House  at  this  session.     But, 
sir,  this  resolution,  reported  by  a  committee  a 
majority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Yan 
Buren,  was  rejected  in  the  House.     The  citizens 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  petitioned  and  im- 
plored the  House  to  investigate  that  subject, 
alleging  the  most  unheard-of  frauds  and  abuses. 
Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77, 
noes  77 — a  tie ;  and  the  Spoalier  gave  the  cast- 
ing vote   against  the  investigation.     Sir,  men 
high  in  favor  and  high  in  oflSce  were  suspected. 
The  agent  of  the  Government,  John  B.  Hogan, 
gave  the  Department  official  information  of  the 
greatest  outrages  practised  upon  the  Indians 
which  were  ever  perpetrated  upon  any  people, 
savage  or  civilized.     He  was  very  soon  re- 
moved, or  rather  promoted,  from  Indian  agent 
to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile.     And 
yet,  sir,  we  have  no  account  of  prosecutions, 
convictions,  and  punishments,  which  have  fol- 
lowed his  disclosures.    Why,  sir,  those  specu- 
lators, or  rather  Indian  robbers,  would  find  an 
old  chief  upon  his  patrimonial  estate,  where 
the  chiefs  and  kings  of  his  race  had    lived 
for  centuries  before  him,  with  his  slaves  and 
his  farm  around  him,  smoking  his  pipe  amidst 
his  own  forest  trees,   spurning  any  offer  to 
purchase  his  home ;  and  they  would  bribe  some 
vagabond  Indian  to'  personate  him  in  a  trade 
to  sell  his  land,  forging  his  name ;  and  the  first 
intimation  that  he  would  have  of  the  transac- 
tion, would  be  his  expulsion,  by  force,  from  his 
house !     This  was  common ;   and  not  only  so, 
but,  under  the  pretext  of  reclaiming  fugitive 
slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  blood) 
of  the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in 
bondage.    The  famous  Osceola  himself  had  his 
wife  taken  from  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been 
said,  by  a  Government  oflieer,  and  was  chained 
by  the  same  officer  to  a  log.    Sir,  what  else 
could  be  expected  but  that  these  scourged, 
plundered,  starving  savages  would  glut  their 
vengeance  by  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
the  innocent  and  helpless  families  of  the  fron- 
tier, whose  blood  has  cried  to  us  in  vain  ?    This 
has  cau.sed  the  Florida  war,  which  has  produced 
such  a  waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so  much 
national  and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many 
valuable  lives!    This  has  called  the  gallant 
volunteers  from  my  own  State,  and  from  my 
own  district,  who  have  traversed  a  thousand 
miles  to  fight  a  battle  of  strangers ;  to  contend 


with  a  savage  foe,  while  di-inking  those  stag- 
nant waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of 
whom  are  left  in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida, 
where  "the  foe  and  the  stranger  will  tread  o'er 
their  heads,"  while  their  fellow-soldiers  are  far 
away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends  and 
families.  One — ah !  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod, 
was  worth  more .  than  the  whole  army  of 
plunderers  who  have  caused  the  mischief  And 
yet,  sir,  such  men  as  these  were  shielded  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  the 
House  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  time  for  this  course  of  things 
to  cease.  It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know 
something  of  the  conduct  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  public  business  is  intrusted,  and  who 
really  administer  the  Government.  They  have 
been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough.  I 
was  present  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  Ms 
position  there.  It  was  a  striking  display  of 
that  paternal  care  which  the  President  has 
extended  over  Mr.  Van  Buren.  In  the  spring 
of  1834,  the  President,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  a 
few  other  gentlemen,  I  amongst  the  number, 
rode  out  to  the  Washington  course  to  witness 
a  trial  of  speed,  (an  amusement  of  which  I  am 
very  fond,  and  for  which  the  President  had  not 
altogether  lost  his  taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a 
trial  run  between  the  celebrated  Busiris  and 
EmUy.  The  horses  were  brought  on  the 
course ;  all  was  calm  and  quiet  until  the  rider 
of  Busiris  mounted,  when  the  old  courser  began 
to  rear  and  plunge;  this  seemed  to  stir  the 
mettle  of  Old  Hickory ;  he  reared  upon  his 
stirrups  and  took  command :  "  Hold  him,"  (said 
he  to  the  boy,)  "  don't  let  him  run  against  the 
fence."  "  You  must  break  him  of  that,  sir," 
(to  the  trainer,)  "I  could  do  it  in  an  hour." 
Turning  to  me,  he  said :  "  Take  your  stand 
there,"  (pointing  to  a  position  on  the  side  of 
the  course ;)  "  there  is  but  one  place  from 
which  a  horse  can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took 
my  station  with  lever  in  hand.  "  JSTow,"  said 
he,  "  come  up,  and  give  them  a  fair  start."  At 
this  moment  he  discovered  the  Vice  President, 
who  had  come  up  and  taken  his  position  near 
me ;  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis  and 
earnestness  of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  eye 
from  the  excited  animals  to  the  Vice  President, 
"  Mr.  Van  Buren,  get  behind  me ;  they  will 
run  over  you,  sir."  It  would  have  done  you 
good  to  see  how  natural  and  easy  it  was  for 
Van  to  slope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  And, 
sir,  there  he  has  been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory 
would  not  get  out  of  the  way  for  us  to  run 
over  him  ;  if  he  had  given  us  a  fair  chance,  on 
any  stretch  or  turn  during  the  whole  race,  we 
would  have  run  over  him  or  made  him  fly  the 
track.  But,  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat ;  the  General  will  be  out  of  the  way ;  he 
is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will  make  a  case  of 
him  on  the  repeat.  I  do  not  complain  so  much 
that  the  President  has  fallen  in  love  with  Mr, 
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Van  Buren,  but  I  claim  the  privilege  of  falling 
in  love  with  whom  I  please ;  and  this,  sir,  is 
the  last  privilege  which  will  ever  be  surren- 
dered by  man,  or  woman  either.  But,  sir,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  is  in  love  with  the  President,  too ; 
and  he  accidentally  found  it  out.  The  manner 
of  this  discovery  is  somewhat  curious.  I  do 
not  know  this  to  be  true,  but  it  was  much 
talked  of  and  universally  believed  in  this  city. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  conversation  with  a 
.  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  President,  ami- 
able, interesting,  and  remarkable  for  communi- 
cating to  him  whatever  she  thought  would  be 
agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said  to  this  lady  "  that  he  had  been  reading 
much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon  the 
characters  of  great  men,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Greneral  Jackson  was  the  great- 
est man  that  had  ever  lidred  in  the  tide  of  time ; 
that  he  was  the  only  man  among  them  all  who 
was  without  a  fault."  The  fair  friend  of  the 
President  was  delighted.  "  But,"  said  he, 
"whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson 
what  I  have  said.  I  would  not  have  him  to 
know  it  for  the  world."  You  see,  sir,  that  he 
was  afraid  she  might  forget  it,  and  therefore 
thought  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory.  But,  sir, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  President,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  passed.  "  Ah  1  madam," 
said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "that  man  loves 
me ;  he  tries  to  conceal  it,  but  there  is  always 
some  way  fixed  by  which  I  can  tell  my  friends 
from  my  enemies."  Now,  sir,  Van  was  like  the 
Frenchman,  (though  I  want  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  differ  with  him  about  this,  as  well 
as  about  many  other  things.)  A  Frenchman 
began  to  write  his  deed  thus:  "Know  one 
woman  by  these  presents."'  "  "Why,"  said  the 
other  party,  "  do  you  not  put  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  presents?"  "Vail,"  said  he,  "is  it 
it  not  de  same  ting  ?  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
wUl  not  all  de  mens  find  it  out  ?  " 

Mr.  EiPLBT  said :  Had  this  been  a  proposi- 
tion to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Navy 
and  War  Departments,  and  the  General  Post 
OflSce,  with  a  view  to  investigate  abuses,  if 
they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more  willing  to 
join  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  individual 
would  be  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  responsi- 
bility of  subordinate  officers.  There  are  none 
who  will  go  farther  to  ferret  out  any  mal- 
practices ;  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  punish 
them  with  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  House.  Had  the  resolution  for  inquiry  had 
these  objects  solely  and  honestly  in  view,  I 
should  have  been  the  last  to  oppose  it.  But, 
sir,  the  President  is  constitutionally  responsible 
for  the  whole  of  the  executive  department ;  the 
various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  responsibilities  as  its  hodors  upon  him ; 
and  when  I  take  these  circumstances  into  view, 
and  consider  also  the  spirit  in  which  this 
debate  has  been  conducted,  the  position  of  the 
President  cannot  be  observed  without  exciting 


our  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  his  connection  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  about  to  terminate  forever, 
and  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  are  to  be 
dissolved  by  age,  infirmities,  and  sickness; 
when  the  consciousness  of  his  high  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  he  must  possess, 
and  the  enthusiastic  afiection  of  the  American 
people,  were  about  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his- 
life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  right  or 
proper  for  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
whom  he  has  succored  and  saved,  to  cut  off 
this  departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last 
days,  by  adopting  a  resolution  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  sanction  an  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson  have  been 
coupled  together  ?  "Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite 
allegation,  sustained  at  least  by  the  endorsement 
of  one  individual  in  the  House,  who  wiU  be 
willing  to  give  his  name  to  posterity  as  the 
author  of  the  allegation.  In  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  marked 
with  so  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the 
allegations  are  made  against  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  the  object  who  is  to  be  convicted  of  the 
corruption  which  is  so  broadly  insinuated  m 
the  resolution  to  exist  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment. I  am  not  willing  to  exercise  the  high 
constitutional  powers  of  this  House,  in  the 
least  degree,  in  sanctioning  such  an  allegation. 

General  Jackson,  after  a  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  is  about  retiring  from 
the  elevated  position  he  holds  as  presiding 
executive  oflScer  of  these  States,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  worn  down  by  the  labors  spent  in  that 
service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
which  may  prove  his  bed  of  death.  God  grant 
that  it  may  not,  but  that  he  may  live  many, 
many  years  amongst  that  people  whose  rights 
he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defended,  and 
whose  prosperity  under  his  successful  adminis- 
tration, has  excited  the  astonishment  of  the 
whole  civilized  world. 

"What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jack- 
son bears  to  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States?  From  the  period  of 
your  revolutionary  war  to  the  present  moment, 
he  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of 
his  country.  In  war  and  in  peace,  on  the 
battle  field  and  in  your  councils,  his  exertions, 
his  toils,  and  unceasing  energy  and  integrity, 
have  done  as  much  as  any  other  man,  not  ex- 
cepting your  "Washington  in  the  field,  and  your 
Jefferson  and  Madison  in  the  cabinet,  to  elevate 
the  character  of  this  republic,  to  advance  its 
prosperity,  and  to  preserve  its  peace.  His 
name  has  been  a  tower  of  strength,  and  under 
his  administration  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  a  Koman  citi- 
zen, is  a  passport  throughout  the  world.  Aye, 
sir,  in  foreign  lands,  wherever  your  star- 
spangled  banner  displays,  from  the  high  and 
giddy  mast,  the  character  of  our  republic,  under 
the  asgis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  the  President, 
has  that  wall  of  strength  that  feels,  ever  con- 
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scious  of  the  protection  of  a  great  and  power- 
ful nation.  And  -would  you,  sir,  would  this 
House,  after  a  life  thus  spent,  and  which  im- 
partial history  is  about  to  take  charge  of  for 
the  benefit  of  his  country ;  would  they  at  the 
eve  of  his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  all 
that  is  patriotic  and  virtuous  in  the  public 
service ;  would  they  pursue  him  with  insinua- 
tions that  corruption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
had  found  entrance  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson's 
more  than  Roman  virtue?  If  this  House  insti- 
tutes the  inquiry,  it  sanctions  the  charge ;  and 
will  they,  without  any  specific  allegations,  just 
at  the  close  of  General  Jackson's  career,  hold 
the  fatal  chalice  to  his  lips,  which  should  poison 
and  imbitter  with  the  stings  of  ingratitude  the 
evening  of  his  life  ?  We  have  had  no  precedent 
to  justify  such  a  measure.  Party  spirit  has 
raged  and  misrepresented  all  your  Presidents 
during  their  term  of  ofiice ;  but  they  have 
passed  arid  are  passing  off  the  stage,  all  with 
the  award  of  ofiicial  and  personal  integrity. 
Some  have  not  been  re-elected  by  the  people, 
but  against  them  no  charge  of  corruption  is 
found  imbodied  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
Kor  does  any  American  citizen,  at  even  this 
lapse  of  time,  impeach  their  integrity ;  no  one 
charges  them  with  wilful  or  wanton  corruption, 
while  administering  the  afi'airs  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  only  allegations  made  against 
them,  as  they  quit  the  scene  of  their  labors, 
of  their  glories,  and  their  services,  were,  that 
a  distinguished  member,  formerly  from  Vir- 
ginia, accused  Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with 
a  political  falsehood  in  his  mouth;  and  an 
equally  distinguished  member  from  Massachu- 
setts moved  his  solitary  vote  to  impeach  Mr. 
Madison.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  after  the  ex- 
citement of  party  was  over,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  regi-etted  these  allegations.  The 
charges  never  have  and  never  will  affect  the 
great  patriarch  of  liberty,  the  author  of  the 
declaration  of  independence,  or  his  equally 
Ulustrious  friend,  the  founder  and  champion 
of  our  constitution.  The  one  unfurled  to  the 
world  the  principles  of  popular  government ; 
the  other,  more  than  any  man,  connected  liberty 
with  law— secured  an  equality  of  political 
rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of  labor. 
Wherever  oppressed  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor^  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherever  constitutional 
law  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the 
political  writings  of  James  Madison  form  the 
pure  fountains  of  living  water  which  difi'use 
liberty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  nations. 
Together,  locked  hand  in  hand,  they  are  work- 
ing their  silent  way,  and  they  have  planted 
that  school  of  political  liberty,  of  which  this 
republic  may  arrogate  to  itself,  through  their 
exertions,  the  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being  un- 
grateful. Aristides  was  ostracized  for  being 
called  the  Just,  and  Thcmistocles  banished, 
after  saving  his  country  from  desolation.  The 
authors  of  these  acts  have  not  transmitted  their 


names  to  posterity.  How  keen  would  be  the 
reproaches  of  the  history  of  the  last  two 
thousand  years,  how  withering  their  infamy, 
if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  silence  of  his- 
tory. General  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to 
meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
dismemberment  of  our  republic,  after  rescuing 
the  fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  There,  sir,  help- 
less age  and  tender  youth,  and  all  the  charms 
of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  protected  by 
his  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of  those 
signal  deliverances  of  a  people  which  has  al- 
ready caused  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  to  rank 
with  Marathon  and  Platea,  reflecting  all  its 
bright  lustre  upon  the  army  of  liberty  that 
fought  under  him,  and  sending  all  its  glowing 
light  throughout  the  world,  to  elevate  the  char- 
acter of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  the  mo- 
ment this  was  effecting,  and  while  painting, 
history,  poetry,  music,  and  sculpture,  were 
giving  greenness  to  his  immortality,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  the  same 
feelings  that  were  pained  at  hearing  Aristides 
called  the  Just,  the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son loathed  the  beau  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  during  the  panic,  that  same  body  have 
impeached  and  condemned  him,  without  a  trial, 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the' 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met 
these  charges  ?  They  have  almost  by  acclama- 
tion elected  him  President  on  each  occasion. 
They  have  rallied  to  defend  him.  Where,  sir, 
are  his  accusers  ?  I  ask  again,  where  ar^they  ? 
And,  sir,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if  the  pres- 
ent resolution  passes,  it  will  only  reflect  dis- 
grace upon  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  people  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
expunge  the  resolution  from  this  House,  as  I 
trust  they  are  about  expunging  a  former  one 
from  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history  of 
the  country  will  hold  up  in  proud  relief  their 
old  chief,  sans  peur  and  sans  reproehe,  and  the 
ingratitude  of  this  House  in  pursuing  him  with 
the  odious  charge  of  corruption,  even  upon  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I  do  not 
believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
scientiously believes  that  Andrew  Jackson  ever 
was,  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  unfaithful  or 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  country. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  should  have  been  so  excited  by  a 
warm  election  contest  as  to  urge,  upon  such 
trivial  grounds  as  he  has  alleged,  so  grave  an 
inquiry  into  the  corrupt  conduct  of  the  execu- 
tive departments.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has 
been  reared  under  the  fostering  and  paternal 
care  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  form  its 
character.  Intelligent,  cbivalric,  patriotic,  and 
virtuous,  they  wiU  be  the  last  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  allega- 
tions, either  personal  or  as  the  constitutional 
head  of  the  Government,  against  their  veteran 
chief.    Those  brave  men  who  followed   his 
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banner  through  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the 
plains  of  New  Orleans,  with  the  citizen  soldiers 
of  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  so  unfaithful  to  themselves,  as  to  imbitter 
the  renanant  of  his  days  with  so  unjust  an  ac- 
cusation. And  what  are  all  the  allegations  that 
the  honorable  member  adduces  to  justify  the 
exercise  of  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  House  ?  That  the  President,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  a  friend,  had  remarked  that  Mr. 
Bell,  another  member  from  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  him,  and  that  "  Peyton  could 
tell  twenty  lies  to  Bell's  one."  Now,  sir,  what 
were  the  facts  in  tlie  case?  The  honorable 
members  from  Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had 
indulged  in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  the 
President's  administration.  In  conversation 
with  his  neighbors,  according  to  this  statement, 
in  naturally  vindicating  himself,  he  had  pretty 
warmly  recriminated.  I  think  the  language 
that  he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions, must  have  undergone,  in  the  course  of 
its  gossip,  some  version  before  it  reached  the 
ears  of  the  honorable  member ;  for  it  is  not  the 
language  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  controversy 
in  an  election,  where  the  President  and  the 
honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  rights,  supported 
different  candidates,  to  be  the  basis  of  an  inquis- 
itorial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
into  the  conduct  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment^  ?  | 

Again :  the  honorable  member  alleges  that 
this  House  refused  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
frauds  that  were  perpetrated  upon  the  Indians 
of  Alabama,  by  the  citizens  of  that  State,  in 
the  sales  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  "When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House, 
I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
it,  referring  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  motive  for  this  amendment 
was,  that  this  House  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  order  the  investigation  by  their  authority ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians 
had  been  swindled  out  of  their  reserved  lands, 
in  many  cases,  by  residents  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
committed,  as  I  know  of  no  law  of  the  United 
States  providing  for  such  cases,  they  were  com- 
mon law  or  statute  law  offences  against  those 
States,  not  cognizable  by  the  United  States 
tribunal.  In  a  case  where  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama secures  a  speedy  trial  by  jury,  and  a  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses,  would  any  person 
arrogate  to  this  House  the  power  to  send  its 
committee  to  make  an  ex  parte  investigation, 
to  hold  up  its  citizens  as  malefactors,  without 
being  heard,  without  the  privilege  of  counsel, 
and  the  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that,  in  obtaining  the  charter  of  a 
bank  in  a  neighboring  State,  respectable  citi- 


zens should  be  accused  of  fraud  and  bribery, 
an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  the  common 
law  of  that  State,  does  this  House,  sir,  possess 
the  power  to  trample  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  committee  of  inquisition  into  the  halls 
of  the  State  Legislature,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte 
testimony  as  its  basis,  and  to  hunt  down  all 
that  is  respectable  and  venerable  in  the  charac- 
ter of  its  citizens,  to  condemn  them  unheard, 
without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  withering  report,  that  would  blast  them 
as  far  as  our  language  extended,  before  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves? 
If  this  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  origi- 
nal resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the  Oonncil 
of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquisition  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  requiem  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  broken  down  the  whole  penal 
jurisdiction  of  the  independent  States.  And  I 
feel  peculiar  personal  consolation  in  being  the 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measure 
so  fraught  with  disastrous  consequences.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  the  President,  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  cases  of  fraud. 
Prom  the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by 
the  President,  (General  Hogan,)  I  feel  confident, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  man,  that  the  duty 
has  been  faithfully  attended  to ;  and  if,  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests,  he  has  received 
the  collectorship  of  Mobile,  it  cannot  have  been 
conferred  upon  a  more  deserving  or  more  intel- 
ligent citizen,  or  one  who  has  more  gallantly 
defended  his  country  during  the  gloomiest 
period  of  the  late  war.* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  being  em- 
braced in  the  general  allegation  of  corruption. 
Sir,  the  lofty  character  of  Levi  Woodbury  is 
too  well  known  to  this  House  and  to  this  na- 
tion to  require  any  comment  from  me.  Bom, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  moun- 
tains of  my  native  State,  his  stern  and  sterling 
virtues  had  already  carried  him  to  the  highest 
honors  of  New  Hampshire,  when,  in  the  midst 
of  the  panic  battle,  he  was  called  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  high 
character  which  he  has  reflected  back  upon  his 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  induce- 
ment to  corruption  can  there  be  on  the  part  of 
Levi  "Woodbury  ?  There  has  been  no  specific 
charge  against  him ;  not  a  whisper  of'prejudice 
that  he  has  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  his  exalted 
character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  personal  situa- 
tion, with  every  thing  to  make  him  happy  in 
domestic  life  ;  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the 
most  stern  and  unbending  integrity  are  inter- 
woven with  his  nature.  The  only  allegatioa 
insinuate'd  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exercise 
of  his  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this 
House,  he  is  compelled  to  transact  oflioial  busi- 
ness with  the  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.  That 
agent  is  no  officer  of  this  Government;   we 

*  Goneral  Hogan  served  with  ffreat  dlstiuction  in  the  staff 
at  Chippewa,  Brtdgowater,  and  Fort  Erie. 
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have  no  constitutional  power  over  Mm.  He 
has  been  assailed  by  the  severest  epithets  of 
party.  He  has  been  employed  by  the  deposit 
banks,  many  of  them  in  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ministration, to  attend  to  their  business  with 
the  Treasury.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  learn 
any  specific  charges  with  which  he  is  accused. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  President,  when 
he  gave  him  the  character  which  the  honorable 
member  states  that  he  did  at  Jonesborough, 
came  to  the  honest  and  conscientious  conviction 
that  such  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  op- 
position in  this  House,  assailing  the  character 
of  this  man  for  more  than  four  years,  would 
have  annihilated  him,  had  not  his  reputation 
been  founded  upon  the  rock  of  integrity.  High- 
sounding  epithets  and  bold  denunciations  can- 
not, thank  God,  blast  the  character  of  any 
American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompanied 
with  specific  allegations  and  specific  proofs. 
On  the  contrary,  they  raise  in  the  generous 
minds  of  the  American  people  that  spirit  of 
sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution,  which  is 
sure  to  protect  its  intended  victim,  and  roll 
back  the  current  upon  the  author. 

I  feel,  sir,  that  I  should  have  but  unworthily 
discharged  my  duty  as  a  Eepresentative  of 
Louisiana,  had  I  not  raised  my  voice  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution.  Whatever  may  be  the 
personal  or  political  predilections  of  my  con- 
stituents, gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  he  has  conferred  upon  the 
citizens  of  our  State,  is  an  almost  pervading 
sentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  fiame,  guarded 
with  intense  care,  and  faithfully  transmitted 
from  one  generation  to  another  As  the  8th  of 
January  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  often 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  mem- 
orable campaign  repair  to  the  grass-grown  hil- 
lock which  marks  the  battle  field,  and  recite  the 
eventful  story  to  his  children.  Often  are 
time  and  space  annihilated,  and  the  years  of  his 
pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  desperate  conflict ; 
and  in  those  rural  ffetes,  which  none  know 
better  how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty 
than  the  gallant  Frank  of  our  sunny  clime,  the 
revered  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  never  foi-- 
gotten,  and  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings 
are  invoked  upon  the  patriot's  head. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  said  that,  of  all  the  debates  to 
which  he  had  ever  listened,  this  was  the  most 
useless.  The  cry  of  corruption  had  been  raised 
against  the  heads  of  these  departments  for  two 
or  three  years,  without  there  ever  having  been 
any  specific  charge  of  corruption  or  malead- 
ministration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well 
pleased  to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  face 
with  the  accused.  If  there  was  corruption 
anywhere,  let  it  come  out.  But  these  general 
charges  were  made  to  extend  to  every  nook  and 
corner  of  our  Government.  Why  was  this? 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  raised,  but  why  did 
not  the  gentlemen  show  the  act  and  point  to 
the  man  who  was  guilty  of  it  ?  Who  was  he 
in  whom  corruption  had  been  found  ?  He,  Mr. 
M.,  would-  assert,  on  behalf  of  the  executive 


departments  of  this  administration,  that  their 
ofiBcers  courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous 
that  your  committees  should  be  sent  amongst 
them.  He  was  in  favor  of  investigation,  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia 
contained  merely  general  charges  of  corruption. 
He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Peaeoe's  amendment, 
and  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  inves- 
tigate any  specific  charge  which  any  member 
might  make  on  this  fioor,  or  which  any  indi- 
vidual of  a  respectable  character  might  make 
elsewhere.  But  let  the  investigation  of  the 
committee  be  confined  to  the  particular  charge 
which  might  be  made.  If  there  was  corrup- 
tion, let  it  be  made  known, ;  if  not,  let  not 
gentlemen  be  convicted  upon  mere  general 
charges,  having  no  proof  to  sustain  them. 
In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Undeewood, 
Mr.  Mann  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  that 
he  should  vote  against  the  original  resolution, 
if  the  amendment  be  not  adopted,  but  that  he 
preferred  the  latter. 

Mr.  Undeewood  said,  the  true  question  is, 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  make  the  examina- 
tion before  charging  any  offence  ;  or  must  we 
specify  ofienoes  at  random,  and  then  call  for  a 
committee  to  ascertain  their  truth  ?  If  it  was 
a  mere  copartnership  between  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  should  have  the  right  to  inspect  their 
books  and  papers ;  and  a  refusal  on  their  part 
to  let  us  do  it  would  be  just  cause  for  dissolving 
the  concern.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  copartnership 
in  political  trade,  where  each  member  of  the 
firm  shares  the  profits  according  to  the  capital 
of  intrigue  and  management  he  contributes. 
Such  a  doctrine  is  only  current  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  "  to  the  victors  belong  the 
spoils."  The  people  of  this  nation,  in  whose 
place  we  stand,  do  not  admit  the  existence  of 
any  partnership  with  their  rulers.  It  is  no 
joint-stock  company.  Those  who  rule  in  the 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  of 
the  people,  the  trustees  for  their  use ;  and  we, 
temporarily  clothed  with  the  power  of  the 
people,  as  their  representatives,  have  the  same 
right  to  call  upon  those  agents  and  trustees  to 
exhibit  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts, 
touching  the  affairs  of  the  Government,  that 
the  merchant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the 
landlord  upon  his  steward.  Sir,  this  right  is 
the  true  basis.. of  American  liberty;  it  "is  the 
essence  of  responsibility  ;  and  if  it  be  not  prac- 
tically exercised,  the  people  can  never  settle 
their  accounts,  or  know  how  they  stand  with 
their  rulers ;  and  when  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (Mr.  Eiplet)  seemed  to  deny  the 
very  existence  of  such  a  right,  I  felt  that  he 
was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinions  more 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmosphere  of 
Europe  than  the  republican  expanse  which  en- 
circles the  States  of  this  Union.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  liberty  is  dead,  and  despotism 
reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abstract  right  has  not  been  posi- 
tively denied,  although  it  has  been  treated  as 
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if  it  did  not  exist ;  and  tlie  manner  proposed 
for  its  exercise,  by  the  amendment  of  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Ehode  Island,  rather  implies  a 
want  of  right  or  authority  to  send  out  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  general  examination.  The 
gentleman  from  Khode  Island  is  an  astute  law- 
yer ;  and,  if  he  will  reflect  a  moment,  he  must 
be  sensible  that  the  course  indicated  by  his 
amendment  is  a  departure  from  the  settled 
practice  in  courts  of  justice,  designed  to  bring 
the  violators  of  the  penal  code  to  punishment. 
By  their  practice,  the  grand  jury  is  first  em- 
panelled and  sworn  to  inquire ;  and,  sir,  the 
grand  jury  is  unrestricted  in  its  inquiries.  It 
has  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  range  of  investi- 
gation coextensive  with  the  penal  laws  of  the 
land.  The  grand  jury  indicts  and  presents,  and 
gives  shape  and  form  to  the  charge.  After  the 
grand  jury  has  specified  the  time,  place,  circum- 
stances, and  manner  of  the  crime,  then  comes 
the  venire,  and  the  accused  is  put  upon  his 
trial.  The  gentleman's  amendment  reverses 
the  order  of  things.  He  would  have  the  pros- 
ecutor to  state  the  charge  by  guessing,  and 
without  the  examination  of  any  witness  before 
the  grand  jury,  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then 
he  would  forthwith  enter  upon  the  trial.  Only 
indulge  the  gentleman  in  such  a  course — a 
course  which  subverts  the  settled  wisdom  of 
the  country,  growing  out  of  the  experience  of 
ages — and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit 
ever  could  be  convicted,  with  the  gentleman's 
talents  employed  in  the  defence.  This  House 
is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  nation,  and  I,  for 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  consent  to  trammel 
its  investigations  by  adopting  a  limited  rule, 
such  as  the  amendment  proposes. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Ur.  Eiplet) 
seems  to  consider  the  original  i-esolution,  which 
contemplates  an  examination  of  the  depart- 
ments in  all  their  ramifications,  as  an  insinua- 
tion against  the  integrity  of  the  President.  He 
(Mr.  R.)  will  not  look  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  because  the  President  has  certified 
that  all  is  well ;  and  to  look  for  himself  and 
his  constituents  after  that,  would  be  to  suspect 
the  truth  and  honesty  of  the  President. 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sentiments 
avowed  on  this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, exotic,  plants  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  take  root  in  American  soil.  It  is  the 
doctriile  of  passive  obedience,  of  quiet  acqui- 
escence in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman forgets  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
condition  upon  which  public  liberty  depends. 
We  should  receive  nothing  without  examina- 
tion, without  sifting  it  thoroughly,  and  ascer- 
taining for  ourselves  and  our  constituents  all  its 
properties  and  qualities.  If  we  are  to  take 
things  on  trust,  our  presence  here  might  as 
well  be  dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  sur- 
render at  once  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  a  truthful  and  honest  Presi- 
dent. Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth 
or  honesty  of  the  President.  I  shall  neither 
concede  nor  deny  him  these  qualities  upon  this 


occasion.  By  his  "  fruits  "  I  know  him.  But 
as  he  is  soon  to  retire  from  his  station,  and  as 
it  does  not  affect  the  principles  for  which  I  am 
contending,  whether  he  is  truthful  and  honest 
or  otherwise,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  into 
such  personal  qualities.  But  suppose  it  were 
conceded  that  his  character  for  truth  and  hon- 
esty stands  as  high  as  his  warmest  admirers 
would  place  it,  are  we  to  abstain  from  an  ex- 
amination into  the  conduct  of  our  public  func- 
tionaries, and  the  situation  of  their  offices, 
merely  because  the  President  is  of  opinion  they 
have  done  their  duty  ?  The  President's  certi- 
ficate in  their  behalf  is  nothing  more  than  his 
opinion ;  he  does  not  inform  us  that  he  has 
made  a  minute  and  personal  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  and  that  Ms 
opinion  is  the  result  of  such  examination.  We 
know  that  the  President's  official  duties  have 
required  a  great  deal  of  his  time.  His  absence 
last  summer,  and  his  recent  iUness,  connected 
with  his  ofiicial  engagements,  have  allowed  him 
very  little  time  to  devote  to  the  examination 
of  the  departments ;  and  hence,  sir,  this  House 
and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  opin-: 
ion  in  regard  to  the  heads  of  the  departments 
and  their  conduct,  from  that  expressed  by  the 
President ;  and  aU  this  may  be  done  without 
assaulting  his  personal  character. 

The  gentlenlan  from  Ehode  Island  (Mr. 
Peaece)  seemed  to  oppose  the  proposed  inves- 
tigation because  he  apprehended  there  was  a 
lurking  purpose  to  depreciate,  if  not  slander, 
the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of, 
the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  sensi- 
ble, with  that  gentleman,  of  the  value  to  this 
nation  of  the  reputation  of  our  public  men,  and 
I  have  had  cause  to  regret  the  unmerited  re- 
proaches and  vUe  calumnies  which  are  often 
cast  upon  them  by  a  corrupt  partisan  press; 
but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  op- 
posing the  original  resolution,  lest  the  charac- 
ters of  those  high  in  ofiBce  might  suffer  by  Its 
adoption.  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  will  report  nothing  but  facts.  If 
the  facts  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  produce  cen- 
sure, degradation  of  character,  and  expulsion 
from  oflice,  it  will  be  much  more  creditable  to 
the  nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  the 
base  motives  and  bad  acts  of  exalted  function- 
aries, than  to  leave  them  unmolested  in  their 
high  places,  presenting  a  fair  exterior  to  dupe 
the  world,  while  all  is  disgusting  filth  and  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminution 
of  national  character  whenever  any  of  our 
high  officers  are  shown  to  he  unworthy  of 
their  stations ;  but  we  had  better  lose  in  this 
respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  the  salce 
of  appearances.  By  detecting,  exposing,  and 
punishing,  political  criminals,  those  who  offend 
against  the  statutes  and  principles  of  liberty, 
there  is  a  national  gain  of  reputation,  which 
more  than  counterbalances  the  loss  I  have 
mentioned.  The  gain  consists  in  the  manifes- 
tation of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  political 
sentiment,  which  will  not  allow  offenders  to 
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escape  with  impunity ;  and  the  assurance  we 
find  in  the  stern  political  virtue  which  con- 
demns the  official  knave,  that  our  free  institu- 
tions are  destined  to  last  forever.  Now,  sir, 
let  us  test  those  principles  of  loss  and  gain,  by 
instituting  the  fullest  and  most  unlimited  in- 
quiry ;  and  if  the  result  is,  as  some  predict, 
that  the  characters  of  our  cabinet  ministers 
will  shine  the  brighter  from  having  passed  the 
ordeal,  the  nation  will  gain  much  by  the  con- 
viction that  existing  suspicions  are  not  well 
founded,  and  by  the  increase  of  the  reputations 
of  those  high  functionaries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  original  resolution 
proposes  a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no 
precedent  in  the  history  of  this  Government. 
Grant  it,  and  what  of  that  ?  Is  not  the  Presi- 
dent's laudatory  certificate  in  behalf  of  all  the 
executive  departments  and  their  officers  a  new 
thing  in  the  history  of  this  Government? 
"What  former  President  ever  did  the  like  ?  If 
the  President  introduces  a  new  practice,  may 
we  not  meet  it  by  an  appropriate  novelty  ?  If 
the  original  resolution  is  amended,  it  should  be 
done  by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
separate  committee  to  examine  each  depart- 
ment. One  committee,  I  fear,  cannot  go 
through  the  whole.  If  such  a  practice  had 
prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  have  done, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  many  things  which  have 
been  improperly  done  would  not  have  taken 
place.  Early  impressions,  Mr.  Speaker,  are 
never  forgotten.  The  first  lesson  taught  me, 
as  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing annually  a  committee  to  examine  each 
department  of  the  Government  of  that  State, 
and  to  report  upon  its  condition.  The  offices 
of  our  State — Auditor,  Treasurer,  Register, 
&o. — are  annually  examined  by  a  separate  com- 
mittee, and  reported  on.  We  do  not  take  the 
Governor's  word  that  all  things  are  going  on 
well ;  but  the  representatives  of  the  people  in- 
vestigate for  themselves  and  their  constituents ; 
and  the  same  practice  should  prevail  in  this 
Government,  henceforth  and  forever. 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  satisfied  the  House 
that  we  possess  the  power  to  make  a  general 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  depart- 
ments, without  stating  beforehand  any  specific 
abuse  or  malfeasance  as  the  object  of  inquiry ; 
if  such  power  necessarily  results  from  the  legis- 
lative powers  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution, 
and  from  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there 
is  nothing  left  to  be  considered  but  the  propri- 
ety of  exercising  the  power  at  this  time.  It  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  exercise  of  the 
right  to  examine  a  department  when  this  House 
calls  for  a  report.  We  have  as  much  right  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  fact  by  in- 
specting the  records  of  a  department,  as  to  re- 
quire the  head  of  the  same  department,  or  the 
chief  of  any  bureau,  to  report  as  to  the  partic- 
ular fact,  upon  his  inspection.  Suppose  a  ques- 
tion should  arise  whether  the  fact  is  truly 


reported,  how  can  you  decide  unless  you  have 
the  power  to  examine  ?  I  dismiss  the  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  will  proceed  to  show  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise. 

Will  it  interest  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  know 
whether  there  are  corrupt  combinations  exist- 
ing among  the  officers  of  this  Government,  to 
aid  and  assist  each  other  in  procuring  and  re- 
taining for  themselves  and  their  relatives  offices 
and  the  emoluments  thereof?  Is  it  advisable 
to  ascertain,  in  this  the  freest  Government  on 
earth,  how  far  the  spu-it  of  despotism  can  or 
has  obtained  power  to  proscribe  and  punish 
those  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of 
policy,  and  their  opinions  in  regard  to  men? 
WiU  it  have  a  salutary  influence  among  the 
lovers  of  justice  and  votaries  of  freedom,  to 
expose  the  wickefl  schemes  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment, which  sometimes  corrupt  the  wholesome 
administration  of  the  laws,  and  infuse  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  legislation  of  a  country?  If 
these  questions  are  affirmatively  answered,  then, 
sir,  we  ought  now  to  raise  a  committee  and  re- 
quire an  examination  according  to  the  original 
resolution.  Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  their  investigation,  facts  to  alarm  the 
nation,  or  to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to 
greatness  in  population,  in  wealth,  in  resources, 
need  not  be  anticipated.  The  committee  would 
certainly  find  facts  of  the  one  kind  or  the  other ; 
and  the  investigation  would  necessarily  result 
in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our 
destruction,  or  in  confirming  our  hopes  of  the 
durability  of  our  institutions.  Either  result  is 
desirable,  and  hence  we  should  not  hesitate  to 
adopt  the  original  resolution. 


Tuesday,  December  22. 

Message  from  the  President — Texas  Independ- 
ence. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  U.  8.  : 

During  the  laAt  session,  information  was  given 
to  Congress,  by^he  Executive,  that  measures  had 
been  taken  to  ascertain  "  the  political,  military,  and 
civil  condition  of  Texas."  I  now  submit,  for  your 
consideration,  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  agent 
who  had  been  appointed  to  collect  it,  relative  to  the 
condition  of  tliat  country. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to- 
wards the  acknowledgment  of  tlie  independence  of 
Texas ;  and  the  whole  subject  would  have  been  left 
without  further  remark,  on  the  information  now 
given  to  Congress,  were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses, 
at  their  last  session,  acting  Separately,  passed  reso- 
lutions "that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  whenever 
satisfactory  information  should  be  received  that  it 
had  in  successful  operation  a  civil  Government, 
capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  fulfilling  the 
obligations  of  an  independent  power."     This  mark 
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of  interest  in  the  question  of  the  independence  of 
Texas,  and  indication  of  the  views  of  Congress,  make 
it  proper  that  I  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  present 
the  considerations  that  have  governed  the  Executive 
in  continuing  to  occupy  the  ground  previously  taken 
in  the  contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  inde- 
pendent, and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  family  of  na- 
tions, is  at  all  times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and 
responsibility  ;  but  more  especially  so  when  such 
State  has  forcibly  separated  itself  from  another,  of 
which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and  which 
still  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  premature  recogni- 
tion, under  these  circumstances,  if  not  looked  upon 
as  justifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one  of 
the  contending  parties.  All  questions  relative  to 
the  government  of  foreign  nations,  whether  of  the 
old  or  new  world,  have  been  treated  by  the  United 
States  as  questions  of  fact  only  ;  and  our  predeces- 
sors have  cautiously  abstained  from  deciding  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  pos- 
session, to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correctly, 
but  to  shield  their  decisions  from  every  unworthy 
imputation.  In  all  the  contests  that  have  arisen 
out  of  the  revolutions  of  France,  out  of  the  disputes 
relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  out 
of  the  revolutionary  movements  in  those  kingdoms, 
out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  possessions 
of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  and  out 
of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles 
for  dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consist- 
ent with  our  just  principles  has  been  the  action  of 
our  Government,  that  we  have,  under  the  most  crit- 
ical circumstances,  avoided  all  censure,  and  en- 
countered no  other  evil  than  that  produced  by  a 
transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  those  against 
whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
pelled to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  world  that 
the  uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States 
is,  to  avoid  all  interference  in  disputes  which  mere- 
ly relate  to  the  internal  government  of  other  nations, 
and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
prevailing  party,  without  reference  to  our  particular 
interests  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  original 
controversy.  Public  opinion  here  is  so  firmly  estab- 
lished and  so  well  understood  in  favor  of  this  policy, 
that  no  serious  disagreement  has  ever  arisen  among 
ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although  brought  under 
review  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  char- 
acter. Nor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been 
instituted  in  Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power  of  original- 
ly recognizing  a  new  State — a  power  the  exercise 
of  which  is  equivalent,  under  some  circumstances, 
to  a  declaration  of  war — a  power  nowhere  express- 
ly delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the  constitution, 
as  it  is  necessarily  involved  in  some  of  the  great 
powers  given  to  Congress;  in  that  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lic ministers ;  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  Pres- 
ident to  receive  ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  is  distinctly  intimated  that 
the  expediency  of  recognizing  the  independence  of 
Texas  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  Congress. 
In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  I  am 


disposed  to  concur ;  and  do  not,  therefore,  consider 
it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  strict 
constitutional  right  of  the  Executive,  either  apart 
from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  over  the 
subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  future 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore 
occurred,  between  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It  will 
always  be  considered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  and  most  safe,  that  it  should  be 
exercised,  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a 
previous  understanding  with  that  body  by  whom 
war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by  whom  all  the 
provisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  furnished. 
Its  submission  to  Congress,  which  represents  in  one 
of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there 
may  be  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  so  grave  a 
consequence,  would  certainly  afibrd  the  fullest  sat- 
isfaction to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guar- 
antee to  aU  other  nations,  of  the  justice  and  pru- 
dence of  the  measures  which  might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  rehe  ve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of  ex- 
pressing my  own  opinions  of  the  course  the  inter- 
ests of  our  country  prescribe,  and  its  honor  permits 
us  to  follow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a  question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  diflScult  for  the  United 
States  to  avoid  exciting  the  suspicion  and  jealousy 
of  other  powers,  and  maintain  their  estabhshed 
character  for  fair  and  impartial  deahng.  But  on 
this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be 
found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revolted 
colonies  we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  until 
the  ability  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themselves 
was  fully  established,  but  until  the  danger  of  their 
being  again  subjugated  had  entirely  passed  atvay: 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  were  they  recognized.  Such 
was  our  course  in  regard  to  Mexico  herself.  The 
same  policy  was  observed  in  all  the  disputes  grow- 
ing out  of  the  separation  into  distinct  Governments 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or 
carried  on  the  contest  with  the  parent  country,  uni- 
ted under  one  form  of  government.  We  acknowl- 
edged the  separate  independence  of  New  Granada, 
of  Venezuela,  and  of  Ecuador,  only  after  their  in- 
dependent existence  was  no  longer  a  subject  of  dis- 
pute, or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  those  with 
whom  they  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true 
that,  -with  regard  to  Texas,  the  civil  authority  of 
Mexico  has  been  expelled,  its  invading  army  defeat- 
ed, and  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself  captured, 
and  all  present  power  to  control  the  newly  organ- 
ized Government  of  Texas  annihilated  within  its 
confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical 
force  on  the  side  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  republic, 
under  another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under 
a  new  leader,  and  menacing  a  fresh  invasion  to  re- 
cover its  lost  dominion. 

Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion,  the 
independence  of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  sus- 
pended ;  and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  its  independence  at  such  a 
crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  consistent  with 
that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar  ques- 
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tioDS.  But  there  are  circumstances  in  the  relations 
of  the  two  countries  which  require  us  to  act,  on 
this  occasion,  with  even  more  than  our  wonted  cau- 
tion. Texas  was  once  claimed  as  a  part  of  our 
property,  and  there  are  those  among  our  citizens 
who,  always  reluctant  to  abandon  that  claim,  can- 
not but  regard  with  sohcitude  the  prospect  of  the 
reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  country.  A  large 
proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emigrants 
from  the  United  States ;  speak  the  same  language 
with  ourselves;  cherish  the  same  principles,  political 
and  religious ;  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens 
by  ties  of  friendship  and  kindred  blood ;  and,  more 
than  all,  it  is  known  that  the  people  of  that  cojintry 
have  instituted  the  same  form  of  government  with 
our  own;  and  have,  since  the  close  of  your  last 
session,  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment 
by  us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  admission  into 
the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States.  This  last 
circumstance  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest  char- 
acter. The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
is  identified  with  her  independence ;  she  asks  us  to 
acknowledge  that  title  to  the  territory,  with  an 
avowed  design  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a  too  early  movement,  as  it  might  subject  U3,»how- 
ever  unjustly,  to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  es- 
tablish the  claim  of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory, 
with  a  view  to  its  subsequent  acquisition  by  our- 
selves. Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our  present 
attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse 
of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved, 
beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of 
that  country  to  maintain  their  separate  sovereignty, 
and  to  uphold  the  Government  constituted  by  them. 
Neither  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly  com- 
plain of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we  are  but 
carrying  out  the  long  established  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment— a  policy  which  has  secured  to  us  respect 
and  influence  abroad,  and  inspired  confidence  at 
home. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting 
with  simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after 
much  reflection,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  im- 
portant subject,  1  have  only  to  add  the  expression 
of  my  confidence  that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with 
me  upon  it,  their  judgment  will  be  the  result  of 
dispassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  deliberation ;  with 
the  assurance  that,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
continue  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall 
promptly  and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the 
prosperity  and  perpetuate  the  peace  of  our  favored 
country. 

AKDREW  JACKSON. 
■WASniNGTON,  December  21,  1836. 

The  reading  of  tho  Message  having  been  con- 
cludecl, 

Mr.  I-IoTVAED  moved  that  the  same,  with  the 
acpompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  they 
be  printed ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bkigqs  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Message  and  doouments  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Peaece  moved  20,000. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  print  20,000  extra  copies,  which  was  agreed 
to. 


Monday,  December  26. 

"William  0.  Dawson,  elected  from  Georgia, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease 
of  General  Coffee,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Geological  Heconnoissance. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hen- 
DEESON"  on  the  20th  instant,  was  then  taken  up : 

Resolved,  That  6,000  copies  of  the  Senate  docu- 
ment No.  333,  entitled  "  Report  of  a  Geological  He- 
connoissance made  in  183S,  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, by  the  way  of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wisconsin 
Territory,  to  the'  Coteau  De  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Fea- 
therstonhaugh.  United  States  geologist,"  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  resolution  was 
modified  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words : 
"  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh." 

Mr.  Paekee  objected  to  the  resolution,  unless 
some  gentleman  would  give  good  reasons  for 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  G.  Lee  said  he  had  voted  uniformly  for 
motions  to  print  the  public  doouments ;  the 
people  were  entitled  to  the  knowledge  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  Government ;  they  desire 
this  knowledge,  and  he  had  seen  no  document 
which  was  not  proper  and  useful  for  the  people 
to  read  and  discuss. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  asks  who 
wants  the  document — who  will  read  it?  and 
expresses  an  opinion  that  not  one  in  one  hun- 
dred thousand  will  read  it.  I  will  inform  the. 
gentleman  that  several  scientific  gentlemen 
have  written  to  me  for  copies.  I  liave  this  day 
applied  at  the  document  office  for  them,  and 
am  informed  that  not  a  single  copy  remains. 
The  subject  of  the  geology  of  our  country  is  an 
interesting  subject  to  all  classes,  and  especially 
the  geology  of  our  wide  spread,  hitherto  unex- 
plored regions ;  and  I  believe  the  very  reverse 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey would  be  nearer  the  truth.  I  believe  that 
not  one  in  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  reading 
community  would  fail  to  read  it,  if  they  had  the 
document ;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
printing  and  the  distribution  by  Congress  is  the 
most  convenient  and  the  cheapest  mode  of  dis- 
seminating information  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  Bell  wished  to  know  if  this  work  had 
been  examined  by  any  one  competent  to  judge 
of  its  merits ;  for  they  had  often  ordered  books 
to  be  printed  which  turned  out  to  be  worthless. 
He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 
_  Mr.  Hkndeeson  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
tion ;  and,  so  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 
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Tuesday,  December  27. 
Michigan. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America : 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  "to  establish 
the  northern  boundary  hne  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  i\\&  conditions  there- 
in expressed,"  approved  June  15th,  1836,  the  con- 
stitution and  State  Government  which  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themselves  was  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  the  State  of  Michigan  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  the  said  State  should  consist  of,  and  have  juris- 
diction over,  all  the  territory  included  within  cer- 
tain boundaries  described  in  the  act,  and  over  none 
other.  It  was  further  enacted,  by  the  third  section 
of  the  same  law,  that,  as  a  compliance  with  the 
fundamental  condition  of  admission,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  thus  described,  declared, 
and  established,  should  "  receive  the  assent  of  a 
convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent 
therein  required ;  that,  assoon  as  such  assent  should 
be  given,  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
announce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  that, 
thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  State  in- 
to the  Union,  as  ooe  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, should  be  considered  as  complete,  and  her  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  entitled  to  talie  their  seats  without 
further  delay. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  I  received  a 
communication,  enclosing  the  official  proceedings 
of  t  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  Michigan,  on  the 
■  26th  of  September,  1836,  all  which  are  herewith 
laid  before  you.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers, 
that  the  convention,  therein  referred  to,  was  elected 
by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
the  State  Legislature,  passed  on  the  25th  of  July 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  it  declined  giving  its  assent  to 
the  fundamental  condition  prescribed  by  Congress, 
and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  accompanying  paper, 
with  its  enclosure,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  subsequently  elected,  and 
held  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  was  presented  to  me. 
By  these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submitted 
for  your  consideration,  it  appears  that  elections 
were  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except 
two,  on  the  5th  and  6th  day  of  December,  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates to  give  the  assent  required  by  Congress ;  that 
the  delegates  then  elected  assembled  in  convention 
on  the  14th  day  of  December,  instant ;  and  that  on 
the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  stated  waS  formally 
given. 

This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected 
by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  Le- 
gislature ;  it  originated  from  the  people  themselves, 
and  was  chosen  by  them  in  pursuance  of  resolutions 
adopted  in  primary  assemblies,  held  in  the  respec- 


tive counties.  The  act  of  Congress,  however,  does 
not  prescribe  by  what  authority  the  convention 
shall  be  ordered,  or  the  time  when  or  the  manner 
in  which  it  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  latter  pro- 
ceedings come  to  me  during  the  recess  of  Congress 
I  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
satisfied  that  they  emanated  from  a  convention  of 
delegates  elected  in  point  of  fact  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to  have  issued 
my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by  law.  But 
as  the  authority  conferred  on  the  President  was 
evidently  given  to  him  under  the  expectation  that 
the  assent  of  the  convention  might  be  laid  before 
him«during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  to  avoid  the 
delay  of  a  postponement  until  the  meeting  of  that 
body,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  now  attend 
the  case  are  in  other  respects  peculiar,  and  such  as 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  June 
15,  1836,  was  passed,  I  deem  it  most  agreeable  to 
the  intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  reasons, 
that  the  whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  The  importance  of  your  ear- 
ly action  upon  it  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
■Washington,  December,  1836. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cbaig,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and,  -ndth  the  accompanying 
docmnents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


"Wedxesdat,  December  28. 

'  I 

&tension  of  the  Pension  System. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  where 
their  husbands  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July 
4,- 1836,  so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  that  section 
to  all  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  whose  husbands  were  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion, excepting  cases  of  second  marriage  after  the 
termination  of  the  war. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  nem.  dis. 


Thuesday,  December  29. 

Paper  Money  vs.  the  Constitutional  Gurreney. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  memorial,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  laid  on  the  table,  and 
again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Galbeaith  : 

To  the  honorable  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectfully  represents :  That  we,  in 
common  with  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
have,  for  some  time  past,  viewed  with  some  degree 
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of  alarm  the  rapid  encroachments  of  incorporated 
companies  upon  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, particularly  those  established  for  the  purpose  of 
banking.  As  the  system  now  exists  in  the  several 
States  incorporating  companies  for  that  purpose,  it 
destroys,  as  we  conceive,  the  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  the  States 
from  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  &c.  The 
notes  or  bills  of  those  banking  companies,  incorpo- 
rated by  the  States,  are  rapidly  taking  the  place  of 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country — ^gold  and 
silver — and  a  continued  fluctuation  and  uncertainty 
produced  in  the  circulating  medium,  which  the  con- 
stitution ifttended  should  be  steady  and  permanent. 
Under  these  circumstances,  we  beg  leave,  respect- 
fully, to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
the  propriety  of  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  for  the  adoption  of  the 
several  States,  restricting  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing companies,  and  limiting  them  in  their  issues  of 
bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  considered  as  asking 
for  any  powers  being  given  to  Congress  to  incorpo- 
rate companies  of  this  description,  but  simply  the  re- 
stricting of  the  States.  We  are  opposed  to  the  in- 
crease of  power  in  the  National  Government,  or  a 
consolidated  Government ;  but  if  the  system  before 
mentioned  be  permitted  to  progress  as  it  has  for  the 
last  few  years,  we  apprehend  the  consequences  to  the 
community  may  be  serious,  and  dangerous  to  the 
stability  of  our  republican  institutions. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  represent, 
that  they  have  understood  that  the  new  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  now  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  United  States  was 
a  stockholder  to  the  amount  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock ; 
thus  unwarrantably  and  fraudulently,  as  we  believe, 
involving  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States, 
bringing  this  State  into  collision  with  the  other  sis- 
ters of  the  confederacy,  and  calculated  to  produce 
confusion  and  disorder  in  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  to  in- 
quire whether  the  fact  be  as  has  been  reported ;  and 
if  so,  if  there  are  any  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, to  prevent  such  gross  and  improper  practices, 
upon  the  Government.  And  your  memorialists,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

George  Kribbs.  WiUiam  Parker. 

William  M.  Walker.  Geo.  K.  Espy. 

John  Harno,  jr.  Wm.  M  Smiley. 

Daniel  Brown.  A.  Plumer. 

A.  Webber.  Chas.  W.  Mackey. 
James  Adams.  James  Vinnear. 
Jacob  Dubbs,  jr.  John  Eynd. 
Jonathan  Ayres.  Wm.  Niell. 
John  Singleton.  John  Martin. 

B.  A.  Plumer.  Thos.  S.  McDowell. 
James  Adams.                    Robert  J.  Neill. 
James  R.  Snowden.            John  Neill. 
James  Thompson.              Harrison  Wilkins. 
Samuel  C.  Small.                George  Sutley. 

This  memorial  Mr.  Galbhaith  having  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  question 
upon  that  disposition  of  it  having  been  stated 
from  the  Chair,  a  debate  arose,  in  wliich  Messrs. 
GALBRAiTn,  Lincoln,  Haepbe,  Dknnt,  Cham- 
bers, Vandeepobl,  and  Eveebtt  took  part; 
when  Mr.  Galbraith's  motion  was  adopted  and 
a  committee  of  nine  appointed. 


[The  committee  was  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Messrs.  Galbeaith,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Speight,  of  North  Carolina ;  Eteeett,  of  Ver- 
mont ;  Masost,  of  Maine ;  LurooLsr,  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Manst,  of  New  York ;  Jenifer,  of 
Maryland ;  Holset,  of  Georgia ;  and  Ceaig,  of 
Virginia.] 


Thuesdat,  January  5,  1837. 

Mcecutive  Administration — Mr.  Wise's  Resolu^ 
tion. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  hy  Mr.  Wise,  toge- 
ther with  the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Peaece,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  administra- 
tion of  the  executive  departments. 

Mr.  Hanne&an  said :  I  shall  vote  for  the  res- 
olution as  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Wise.)  The  vote,  however,  will  not 
be  given  for  the  same  reasons  assigned  a  day  or 
two  since  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Piokens,)  or  for  those  given  in  the 
main  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
EoBERTSON.)  So  far  as  the  latter  gentleman's 
assignment  was  based  upon  the  spirit  of  inqui- 
ry, or  the  right  and  power  of  this  House  to  in- 
vestigate fully  and  freely,  and  at  any  moment, 
the  affairs  of  the  different  departments  and 
bureaus  of  the  Government,  he  concnrred  with 
him  to  the  uttermost.  It  was  a  right  upon 
which  might  be  said  emphatically  to  hang  the 
purity  of  the  Government  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people ;  a  right  for  the  exercise  of  which 
he  had  ever  contended,  in  its  fullest  and  broad- 
est sense,  and  which  he  could  not  now  surren- 
der ;  a  power  which,  when  denied  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  friends  on  that 
floor  and  elsewhere,  he  should,  to  the  last  hour 
of  his  life,  consider  as  a  denial  of  the  essential 
principle  of  popular  Government. 

So  far,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  argument 
concerned  the  existence  of  corruption,  and  the 
practice  of  abuses  in  the  different  departments, 
the  improper  or  unjast  exercise  of  executive  or 
other  official  influence  on  the  politics  of  the  day 
or  the  recent  elections,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
proposed  investigation  for  thesa  purposes,  he 
differed  with  him  in  the  widfst  sense  of  the 
word. 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruptions  would,  as 
Mr.  H.  believed,  be  foimd  existing  in  any  of 
the  departments ;  and  the  fuller  and  more  open 
the  investigation  should  be,  the  more  complete, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  vindication  of 
those  against  whom  the  charges  are  to  be  level- 
led. That  vindication  was  what  no  correct 
man  could  feel  inclined  to  deny,  if  based  upon 
justice  and  innocence.  Regarding  them  in 
that  light,  he  had  no  fears  of  the  consequences ; 
and  should  they  be  found  otherwise,  it  was  due 
to  the  country,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived, 
to  the  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  against  whom 
he  believed  no  man  had  ever  yet  directed  the 
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charge  of  corruption,  dishonor,  or  dishonesty, 
that  the  guilt  should  be  exposed,  and  the  guilty 
bi-ought  to  punishment.  "With  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  he  was  willing  to  go 
every  length  in  pursuit  of  the  peculator  and 
the  plunderer.  The  cry  that  such  were,  abroad, 
that  they  were  fattening  on  the  public  crib, 
that  they  were  hidden  in  the  recesses  of  the 
departments,  had  been  resounding  through  the 
hall  every  day  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  session.  The  public  mind  was  con- 
stantly turned  by  gentlemen  here  to  this  one 
theme ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  high  time  that  all 
this  corruption,  none  of  which,  however,  he 
had  yet  heard  specified,  should  be  looked  into, 
probed,  corrected. 

There  was  an  individual,  too,  connected  with 
this  business,  whose  name,  from  its  frequent 
repetition  by  honorable  gentlemen  in  their 
places,  the  very  parrots  themselves,  had  they 
~  been  present,  would  have  learned  to  utter  ere 
this ;  an  individual  whom  he  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproach,  yet 
whose  name  here  was  daily  connected  with  the 
worst  practices.  This  individual  common  jus- 
tice entitled  at  least  to  trial,  before  condemna- 
tion. Mr.  H.,  as  everybody  would  understand, 
alluded  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  charge  against  whom,  so  far  as 
specifications  went,  amounted  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  employed  as  an  agent  by  some  of  the 
deposit  banks,  his  employment  as  an  agent  of 
the  Government  being  presumed  solely  from 
the  appearance  of  his  name  afiixed  to  a  sign  be- 
fore one  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  occupied 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  This  fact  alone 
might,  with  a  jury  predetermined  to  hang  both 
him  and  Mr.  "Woodbury,  be  sufficient  proof; 
but  certainly,  if  no  such  prior  determination 
existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into  proof 
positive  of  a  knowledge  on  either  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individual  himself,  to  his  fam- 
ily,_  to  the  country,  demanded  an  expose  of  the 
attitude  which  he  occupied  officially  towards 
the  Government. 

Mr.  H.  said,  throughout  the  period  of  this 
session,  there  was  one  thing  he  had  observ- 
ed with  pain ;  £ucourse  which  he  beheved  had 
no  precedent  in  the  past  history  of  the  country, 
and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped  might  be 
buried  forever  at  the  termination  of  this  Con- 
gress. He  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  determin- 
ed spirit  of  animosity,  the  same  relentless  oppo- 
sition, which,  during  the  past  seven  years,  had 
been  exhibited  in  the  House  against  the  ]?res- 
ident,  continuing  to  evince  itself  up  to  the  hour 
when  he  was  retiring  finally  from  the  public 
stage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  rancor 
of  party,  he  believed,  from  all  the  information 
he  had,  that  the  last  session  of  an  Executive  had 
hitherto  been  permitted  to  pass,  if  not  entirely 
in  calmness  and  peace,  shorn,  at  least,  of  the  vir- 
ulence and  rancor  of  cherished  hate.  He  pre- 
sumed not  to  be  a  conscience-keeper  for  others, 


nor  would  he  dictate  any  man's  course;  but 
were  he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man 
who  had  so  long  occivpied  a  distinguished  place 
in  the  eyes  of  his  own  country  and  the  world 
he  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart,  at  this  period 
to  imbitter  a  single  breath  of  his  allotted  exist- 
ence. Whatever  feelings  of  hostility  he  might 
have  cherished  against  the  Executive  himself, 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  administration, 
he  would  at  this  hour  stand  silently  by,  and 
permit  the  curtain  to  drop  quietly  and  decently 
over  the  last  scene.  What,  he  asked,  was  that 
scene,  and  who  the  great  actor,  that  the  cwtain 
was  about  to  fall  upon  ?  It  was  the  last  retir- 
ing view  which  the  world  could  have  of  a  man 
whose  eventful  life  had  furnished  a  whole,  a 
heavy  volume  for  the  history  of  his  country ; 
of  a  man  whose  imperishable  deeds  were  to  be 
written  in  other  languages,  and  read  in  other 
tongues,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
sky  where  human  liberty  had  a  votary,  without 
the  heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  admiration ;  a 
man  upon  whom  his  country,  almost  with  ac- 
clamation, had  delighted  to  bestow  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State,  and  who  wore  those  honors 
as  became  them  both — his  only  aim  her  glory, 
her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  liberty. 

Let  the  records  of  his  renown  be  sought 
where  they  may,  whether,  emanating  from  the 
closet  or  achieved  in  the  lield,  they  will  bo 
found  alike  stamped  with  the  impress  of  a 
mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  heart. 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked 
jof  here,  what  obloquy  may  be  cast  upon  his 
acts,  it  will  turn  to  nothing  in  the  end.  The 
glories  of  New  Orleans,  of  Talladega,  of  the 
Horse-shoe,  cannot  be  stricken  from  the  annals 
of  American  history.  Posterity  will  read ;  and, 
in  aftertimes,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty, 
amid  the  strii^,  the  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  the 
name  of  Andrew  Jackson  shall  be  the  talis- 
man, 

"  To  stir  the  hearts  of  men, 
As  thoagh  'twere  the  battle- drum." 

Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  shall  have 
grown,  and  withered  again  and  again,  over  the 
whole  "  animated  warm  motion  "  now  filling 
this  hall,  when  perhaps  none  will  be  found  to 
tell  where  most  of  us  lie ;  in  this  very  hall,  if 
liberty  and  union  remain,  the  name  he  had  just 
uttered  would  be  heard  resounding,  as  the  pre- 
server, in  a  trying  hour,  of  his  country's  polit- 
ical freedom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  cour- 
tier's tongue,  for  such  a  language  he  had  yet  to 
learn,  or  such  a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  cre- 
ated man.  It  was  not  the  part  ho  had  played 
In  his  intercourse  with  the  President;  but 
whenever,  as  had  sometimes  been  the  case,  a 
difference  of  opinion  existed  between  them  on 
subjects  in  which  he  himself  had  felt  an  inter- 
est, his  own  opinions  had  been  spoken  to  the 
President  promptly  and  warmly— it  might  be  at 
times  too  warmly  for  the  disparity  of  years. 
In  speaking  of  the  Executive  now,  he  had 
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spoken  of  bim  as  one  about  to  be  numbered 
with  the  past ;  as  one  'with  whom  his  own  age 
was  on  the  eve  of  exchanging  mournful  adieus, 
and  upon  whose  ear  the  voice  alike  of  flattery 
and  of  friendship,  of  low  detraction  and  of  manly- 
enmity,  would  soon  fall  with  the  same  heavy, 
cold,  senseless  effect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the 
hall,  he  had  sat  and  silently  heard  the  Presi- 
dent denounced  as  a  tyrant,  branded,  almost  in 
the  same  breath,  with  the  opposite  epithets 
of  usurper  and  dotard.  Fortunately,  the  feel- 
ings which  inspired  such  language  could  not  be 
communicated  to  posterity ;  they  would  sink 
into  the  same  grave,  they  would  lie  buried  in 
the  same  oblivion,  assigned  to  most  of  those 
who  cherished  them. 

History,  in  her  long-drawn  gallery,  will 
present  to  coming  time  no  portrait  that  can  oc- 
cupy a  higher  place  than  his  who  in  life  has 
been  so  traduced — none  that  shall  stand  forth 
in  more  simple,  beautiful,  living  relief. 

As  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
ministration, not  having  tlie  gift  of  prescience, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say  what  might  be 
its  results.     He  looked  forward,  however,  with 
perfect  confidence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the   Government  was  now 
administered,  and  felt  satisfied  that,  in  this  ex- 
pectation, there  would  be  no  disappointment. 
That  violence  could  be  offered,   that  a  blow 
could  be  inflicted  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution,  by  the  present  head  of 
the  Government,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
ho  could  not  conceive  within  the  range  of  pos- 
sibility.    It  would  argue  an  unhallowed  love 
of  power,  and  a  misapprehension  or  a  hatred 
of  the  free  institutions  of  his  native  soil,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  man.     Is  it,  he  would  ask,  likely 
that  such  feelings  could  now  tenant  the  heart 
of  Andrew  Jackson  ?     He  would  let  the  terms 
in  which  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Peyton) 
had  spoken  of  the  President,  a  few  days  back, 
answer  the  question.    He  alluded  to  the  inter- 
view described  by  his  friend  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.     "Was 
he  planning  schemes  of  power  for  himself  or 
another,  then?     Was  their  talk  of  treason  or 
unholy  stratagem?     No,  sir,  no;  tlie  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  told  us  it  was  of  the  grave— of 
dying— of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  he  wish- 
ed once  more  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  his 
eyes  might  close.     Can  it  be  that  such  a  man. 
after  having  toiled  in  the  cause  of  liberty  his 
whole  life,  should,  when  the  grave  and  all  its 
mysteries  are  drawing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  impair  the  princi- 
ples for  which  in  boyhood  he  bled ;  the  insti- 
tutions  which    in    riper    years   he    aided   to 
strengthen  and  perfect ;  and  the  free  Govern- 
ment which,  in  the  full  maturity  of  manhood 
he  triumphantly   sustained?     Let   it   not   be 
borne  upon  the  winds :  before  such  things  can 
exist,  the  moral  order  of  nature  must  be  re- 
versed. 
Mr.  Hamek  said :  We  are  charged  with  be- 


ing influenced  by  the  "  spoils,"  and  with  rely- 
ing upon  them  to  insure  our  success.  By 
"  spoils "  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  claim 
a  remarkable  share  of  disinterested  patriotism. 
If  we  believe  their  account  of  it,  they  have  a 
great  aversion  to  office ;  and  yet,  when  did 
they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without  grasp- 
ing at  it  ?  I  can  imagine  I  almost  see  their 
"  mouths  water  "  sometimes  for  a  taste  of  the 
"  Treasury  pap  " 

If  it  had  so  happened  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
had  not  received  quite  votes  enough  to  elect 
him,  and  the  three  highest  candidates  had  come 
before  the  House  for  our  decision,  we  should 
have  had  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. There  would  have  been  no  intrigue  or 
bargain,  of  course !  But  when  all  the  difficul- 
ties had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt 
would  have  been,  and  an  opposition  man  elect- 
ed, then  we  should  have  seen  the  beginning  of 
troubles.  What  would  have  been  the  policy  of 
his  administration,  no  man  living  can  tell.  His 
supporters  would  have  been  of  all  political 
creeds  and  complexions  under  heaven  ;  as  op- 
posite to  each  other  as  the  poles,  and  wholly 
irreconcilable.  He  could  not  have  pleased  one 
set  of  them  without  displeasing  the  others; 
and  if  he  had  compromised,  and  gone  some- 
times a  little  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a 
little  to  the  other,  he  would  have  been  doing 
precisely  what  they  charge  upon  General  Jack- 
son ;  and  would  therefore  have  displeased  them 
all! 

But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go 
together.  Now,  the  opposition  profess  to  be- 
lieve that  our  friends  who  are  in  office  are  un- 
worthy to  remain  there ;  so  they  shall  be  turn- 
ed out  forthwith.  Again,  they  profess  to  have 
a  mortal  hatred  for  office-holders;  and,  of 
course,  none  of  them  would  be  willing  to  fill 
the  vacancies!  Here  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  ever  befel  a  free  people 
— all  the  offices  of  the  country  vacant,  and  no 
one  to  fill  them  I  One  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  too  bad,  and  the  other  too  good,  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  public  office,  honor, 
or  emolument ! 

But  upon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the 
strongest  inclination  to  resort  to  sue*  means  to 
control  public  sentiment?  Who  are  the  friends 
of  banks,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ? 
Who  are  willing  to  sell  extraordinary  privileges 
for  bonuses  payable  in  money  ?  AYho  are  the 
supporters  of  land  bills  and  distribution  bills? 
Ido  not  speak  of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. That  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  my 
own  political  friends,  driven  to  it,  in  some  meas- 
ure, by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  they 
could  not  fully  control ;  but  I  allude  to  a  per- 
manent system,  by  which  money  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use,  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people ;  and,  after  paying 
four  or  five  sets  of  public  men  for  collecting  it, 
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for  legislating  upon  the  subject,  and  for  distrib- 
uting it  again,  we  return  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments the  balance,  to  be  expended  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  direct.  The  General  Govern- 
ment has  no  right  to  do  this — it  is  a  fraud  upon 
the  people.  The  revenue  should  be  cut  down 
so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government  and 
nothing  more ;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  individ- 
ual industry  beyond  that  in  the  people's  pock- 
ets, to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man  may  think 
proper.  Such  is  the  democratic  doctrine ;  but 
the  opposition  wOl  not  go  for  this. 

The  indications  have  been  already  given  to 
the  country.  There  is  to  be  a  coalition  be- 
tween a  portion  of  the  South  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  North.  The  preservation 
of  the  "  public  faith  "  is  to  be  the  pretext  for 
collecting  a  surplus.  The  "  compromise  bill  " 
is  said  to  have  pledged  the  public  faith !  What 
an  absurdity  is  this !  Sir,  I  would  regard  a  vio- 
lation of  the  faith  of  the  nation  with  as  much 
horror  as  any  gentleman  in  or  out  of  this 
House.  A  nation  without  faith  is  like  an  indi- 
vidual whose  reputation  has  been  totally  de- 
stroyed :  they  are  both  very  properly  excluded 
from  all  honorable  associations.  But  how  has 
public  faith  been  pledged  in  this  case  ?  V  Can 
two  or  three  prominent  members  of  Congress 
make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity  ?  Have 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors? 
and,  if  so,  whence  did  they  obtain  it?  The 
idea  is  preposterous.  If  they  could  bind  us  for 
ten  years,  they  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hundred ; 
and  what  becomes  of  popular  liberty?  The 
"  compromise  act "  is  of  no  more  authority 
than  any  other  law  of  Congress,  and  can  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  at  any  time  we  may  think 
proper.  It  will  be  sustained,  however,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  taxes 
thus  levied  upon  the  people,  to  be  divided  out 
again ;  keeping  up  swarms  of  unnecessary  offi- 
cers, and  enriching  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity at  the  expense  of  another.  The  money  is 
never  returned  to  the  men  who  earned  it. 

Again :  it  is  charged  upon  this  administration 
that  it  has  increased  the  annual  expenditures  to 
a  large  amount.  "Why  do  not  gentlemen  have 
the  candor  to  tell  the  people  the  cause  of  this 
increase  ?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  increased 
population,  offices,  and  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  in  tne  appropriations  for  various  nation- 
al objects,  fortifications,  navy,  &c.  The  remo- 
val of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  the  wars  we 
have  had  with  them,  are  some  of  the  principal 
items.  Has  there  been  any  unnecessary  expen- 
diture ?  If  so,  point  it  out.  Let  us  know 
what  it  is ;  and  then  we  will  ask  ourselves  why 
we  appropriated  the  money. 

So  of  the  corruption  of  which  we  hear  so 
much.  In  what  does  it  consist?  "Who  has 
been  guilty  of  it?  In  what  department  or 
bureau  is  it  to  be  found  ?  "VYhat  is  its  charac- 
ter ?  General  charges  are  easily  made ;  but 
they  are  too  indefinite.    Let  gentlemen  assume 


the  responsibility  of  making  a  distinct  chargei 
In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a  prosecu- 
tion against  another  for  an  offence,  and  it  turns 
out,  upon  investigation,  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  it,  and  not  even  a  probable  cause 
for  its  commencement,  the  prosecutor  is  liable 
to  an  action  of  damages  for  the  injury  done 
to  individual  reputation.  Are  the  characters 
of  public  men  less  valuable  to  them  than  those 
of  private  citizens?  Are  they  not  equally 
under  the  protection  of  the  law?  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  an 
action;  but  if  there  should  turn  out  to  be 
neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor  good  reason 
for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public  sentiment 
would  render  that  justice,  to  all  concerned,- that 
is  administered  in  the  other  case  by  the 
Judiciary  of  the  country. 

If  any  gentleman  wiU  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  upon  which  he  can  rely,  that  fraud 
and  corruption  do  exist  in  a  particular  depart- 
ment, either  naming  his  informant  or  stating 
that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  If  one  com- 
mittee is  not  enough,  I  wUl  vote  for  more — 
for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  develop  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  offices,  and  to 
expose  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found  in 
them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
denominated  a  mere  "bed  of  justice,  to  register 
the  decrees  of  royalty !  ''  It  seems  that  we  sit 
here,  without  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely 
to  register  the  edicts  of  the  President !  "What 
is  the  pretext  for  this  charge  ?  "Why,  forsooth, 
we  agree  in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and 
therefore  sustain  his  measures !  "Was  ever 
argument  more  futile  ?  "Who  elected  the  Presi- 
dent? The  people.  "Who  elected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House?  The  same  people.  Do 
they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve 
of  their  political  opinions?  Undoubtedly. 
Are  not  the  President  and  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  of  the  same  political 
party  ?  Is  it  strange  that  they  should  agree  in 
regard  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy? 
"Who  would  anticipate  any  thing  else  than  an 
agreement?  I  desire  to  speak  respectfully  of 
arguments  advanced  here,  and  will,  therefore, 
not  say  that  this  is  childish ;  but  really  it  is  one 
of  the  strangest  specimens  of  parliamentaiy 
logic  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  rules  the  opposition?  Whose 
edicts  do  they  register  ?  Do  they  sit  here  to 
register  the  edicts  of  a  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  of  another  from  Massachusetts, 
and  of  a  third  from  South  Carolina  ?  If  not, 
how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  with  the  three  great  leaders  in  all 
their  political  opinions?  The  fact  cannot  be 
denied,  that  this  agreement  does  exist ;  and  if 
the  argument  is  good  with  respect  to  us,  it 
applies  equally  to  the  opposition.     If  we  are 
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the  President's  "slaves,"  they  are  "slaves"  to 
the  opposition  leaders. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  is  popular ;  that  he 
rules  the  country  and  guides  public  sentiment 
hy  the  aid  of  this  personal  popularity.  "What  a 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion  1  True,  he  is 
populai',  hut  it  is  because  he  deserves  to  be  so, 
from  his  eminent  talents,  his  democratic  prin- 
ciples, and  his  faithful  and  extraordinary  public 
services.  If  other  gentlemen  wish  to  be  popu- 
lar, let  them  pursue  his  footsteps,  adopt  his 
principles,  and  render  such  services,  and  then 
they  will  attain  the  object  of  their  wishes. 
The  people  of  this  country  have  hut  one  desire 
in  regard  to  public  affairs — it  is  to  see  their 
Government  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jackson  because  they  believed  be  would 
thus  administer  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
not  been  disappointed. 

"Who  is  it  that  complains  of  him  ?  They  are 
the  men  who  told  us,  in  1824  and  in  1828,  that 
if  Jackson  succeeded,  the  country  would  be 
ruined ;  the  men  who  told  us  the  same  thing 
in  1832 ;  men  who  invoke  war,  pestilence,  and 
famine,  rather  than  devotion  to  military  glory ; 
but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
for  military  chieftains  louder  than  ever  we  did 
at  any  period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  to 
convince  us  that  they  were  right ;  that  we 
have  been  ruined ;  and  that  all  their  predic- 
tions have  been  verified.  Do  they  think  we 
will  believe  their  declamations  in  opposition  to 
the  evidence  of  our  own  senses  ?  When  was  this 
country  ever  more  happy  and  prosperous  than 
at  this  moment?  Never  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  first  organized.  The  laboring  classes 
of  the  community — the  farmer,  the  planter,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer — are  all  growing 
rich.  Land,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  for  many  years ;  yet  gen- 
tlemen .will  have  it  that  we  are  ruined.  The 
laws  protect  every  man  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
his  rights — personal  liberty,  personal  security, 
and  private  property;  in  all  his  immunities 
and  privileges — religious,  civil,  and  political ; 
still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined.  Sir, 
the  people  will  not  believe  them.  When  they 
feel  themselves  happy  at  home,  and  learn  from 
every  intelligent  American,  of  every  party, 
that  our  country  now  stands  higher  abroad, 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  our  inter- 
course has  been  conducted  by  this  administra- 
tion with  foreign  nations  (France  included) 
than  it  ever  did  in  any  former  period,  they 
will  not  believe  any  man  who  asserts  that  they 
have  been  injured  by  those  who  have  held  the 
reins  of  power  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  explanation,  I  will 
now  proceed  with  my  discourse.  When  we 
acyourned  the  other  day,  I  was  remarking  that 
the  nation  had  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
present  Executive.  The  late  elections  prove 
that  beyond  all  dispute.  A  successor  has  been 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  Executive  for  many  years ; 
who  approves  of  his  leading  measures,  and  is 
Vol.  Xni.— 16 


pledged  to  carry  out  his  policy.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  who  I  regret  to 
see  is  not  in  his  seat,  particularly  as  I  under- 
stand he  is  detained  from  it  by  the  illness  of 
his  family,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  did 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assailing  the 
President.  That  gentleman  and  several  others 
have  been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people 
in  the  same  way  for  years ;  yet,  whenever  the 
people  come  to  the  poUs,  they  uniformly  decide 
against  their  own  advocates,  and  in  favor  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  This  proves  their  appro- 
bation of  his  principles  and  policy. 

I  do  not  -stand  here  to  eulogize  the  President ; 
but  this  much  I  will  say  :  when  the  passions 
which  enter  into  party  conflicts  in  this  country 
shall  have  subsided,  when  the  prejudices 
created  by  such  controversies  shall  have 
passed  away,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  jus- 
tice be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  And  when  his  enemies  shall 
have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  into  that 
oblivion  which  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of 
almost  their  whole  number,  his  memory  wUl 
survive  and  flourish  in  the  hearts  of  a  just,  a 
grateful,  and  an  intelligent  people. 

The  history  of  America  up  to  this  period 
will  present  three  Presidents  standing  out 
boldly  upon  her  pages  as  great  public  benefac- 
tors. They  are — George  Washington,  who 
harmonized  the  conflicting  elements,  and  put 
our  Government  in  motion ;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
who  arrested  it  in  its  downhill  career  towards 
monarchy,  and  restored  it  to  its  pristine  purity ; 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  who  gave  it  the  "  repub- 
lican tack,"  brought  it  back  to  the  point  where 
Jefferson  left  it,  and  where  it  always  ought  to 
remain. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  future.  It  has 
been  boldly  proclaimed  here  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, that,  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  are  to  have  "  war  in 
advance,"  and  "  war  to  the  knife !  "  This  is  a 
most  extraordinary  position  for  gentlemen  to 
assume,  before  the  principles  or  policy  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  are  made  known, — nay,  before 
he  has  taken  the  oath  of  ofiice ;  to  declare  war, 
and  that,  too,  a  war  of  extermination  ?  They 
inform  us  that  he  is  not  to  he  judged  by  his 
acts ;  that  they  may  possibly  support  his  meas- 
ures, but  they  will  wage  an  interminable  war- 
fare against  the  man!  Why,  sir,  we  go  for 
nieasures,  and  men  to  carry  them  out;  we 
support  men,  because  they  are  in  favor  of  certain 
doctrines  and  measures,  not  because  we  like 
the  man.  Any  other  <6ystem  than  this  must 
degenerate^  into  mere  "  man-worship." 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  opposition; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for 
the  gentlemen  themselves.  When  one  man 
is  determined  beforehand  to  be  displeased,  or 
to  quarrel  with  another,  we  know  how  easy 
it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Now, 
if  it  should  so  happen,  in  the  progress  of  events, 
that  these  gentlemen  find  it  necessary  at  some. 
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future  time  to  make  an  assault  upon  tlie  admin- 
istration, will  not  the  people  be  inclined  to 
reply:  "Ah!  we  did  not  expect  you  to  be 
satisfied,  for  you  were  determined  to  be  dis- 
pleased, let  the  President  do  as  he  might."  But 
the  course  which  gentlemen  choose  to  pursue  is 
somewhat  a  matter  of 'taste;  and  I  have  not 
the  least  desire  to  dictate  to  any  one  upon  this 
subject. 

If  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved 
that  we  shall  have  another  four  years'  war ; 
if  they  will  agree  to  no  cessation  of  hostilities ; 
if  we  cannot  be  permitted  even  to  go  into 
winter  quarters  for  three  months ;  if  war,  and 
war  to  the  knife,  is  to  be  their  motto,  for  one, 
I  say,  "come  on,  Macduff  1  "  Let  us  hear  the 
roar  of  your  cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  us  the 
size  of  your  balls ;  the  length  and  diameter  of 
your  calibres.  Let  us  hear  the  trampling  of 
the  horses'  hoofs,  the  neighing  of  the  steeds, 
and  the  clangor  of  your  trumpets.  Do  not 
annoy  us  by  the  random  shots  of  single  rifle- 
men, from  behind  the  scattering  trees,  nor  by 
the  flanking  and  scouting  parties  that  belong  to 
your  army ;  but  charge  with  all  your  forces. 
Danger  is  always  increased,  in  appearance,  by 
the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a  much 
more  terrifying  aspect  when  he  first  bursts 
upon  the  view  than  when  you  grapple  with 
him,  man  to  man,  and  test  the  power  of  his 
muscle  and  the  fierceness  of  his  spirit.  Give 
us  a  general  fire,  along  your  whole  line.  The 
suspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is  the 
most  dreadful  period  of  the  whole  affair.  I 
am  told  that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the 
first  discharge ;  and  I  promise  you  that  all  of  us 
who  survive  the  first  shock  will  stand  up  and 
give  you  a  fair  fight  in  the  open  plain. 

The  reason  assigned  for  making  war  upon 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is,  that  he  is  a  usurper !  Yes, 
sir,  although  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  a  usurper.  Language  is 
changing  its  meaning  now-a-days,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  us  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
democratic  party  who  did  not  prefer  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  aU  others  as  the  successor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  us  preferred  Judge  McLean ; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  were 
for  Judge  White ;  and  many  were  in  favor  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Colonel  Johnson.)  He  was  not  my  first 
choice.  Thousands  of  us  in  Ohio  preferred  a 
distinguished  citizen  of  our  own  State.  We 
knew  him  personally;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
industry,  and  ability,  displayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  an  important  Departjnent  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  discharge  of  every 
duty  devolving  upon  him  in  the  various  stations 
he  had  held,  both  under  the  State  and  Federal 
authorities.  We  believed  he  would  make 
an  excellent  Chief  Magistrate ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  us  had  been  induced  to 
believe  that,  although  Mr.  Van  Buren  possessed 
great  abilities  and  experience,  still  he  was  an 


intriguing  politician.  We  believed  so,  because 
we  heard  these  things  said,  day  after  day, 
for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said 
in  his  defence.  How  could  any  one  expect  us, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  come  to  a  favor- 
able conclusion  in.  regard  to  him?  I  must 
here  beg  pardon  of  the  House  for  speaking 
particularly  of  myself.  When  I  was  first 
elected  to  Congress,  I  was  elected  as  a  McLean 
man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  colleagues  were 
well  known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  place,  to  be 
favorable  to  the  Judge ;  whilst  the  other  friends 
of  the  administration  from  Ohio  were  either  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  imcommitted. 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thank  themselves,  in 
some  degree,  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
They  contributed  very  much  to  make  him  the 
candidate  of  the  democratic  party.  Notwith- 
standing his  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  claims  might  possibly  have  been  post- 
poned to  a  future  election,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rancorous  persecution  of  his  pohtical 
enemies.  The  first  step  taken  by  them,  to 
render  him  a  favorite  with  the  people,  was  the 
wanton  rejection  of  his  nomination  as  minister 
to  England.  This  exhibited  so  much  ill  nature, 
so  strong  a  desire  to  crush  a  supposed  rival,  and 
to  gratify  individual  and  partisan  hatred  at  the 
hazard  of  sacrificing  the  public  interest,  that 
the  friends  of  the  administration  rose  up  as  one 
man,  and,  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice, 
elevated  the  rejected  minister  to  the  presiding 
chair  of  that  very  Senate  who  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  step  taken  by  the  opposition  to 
make  the  Vice  President  popular  with  his  ovn 
party,  was  the  daily  abuse  they  bestowed 
upon  him  during  the  "panic  session."  They 
constantly  connected  "Jackson,  Van  Buren, 
and  the  party  "  together,  to  make  up  a  trium- 
virate. Tins  very  naturally  excited  kind  feel- 
ings towards  him  among  those  who  were 
abused  in  common  with  the  President  and  him- 
self ;  in  this  manner,  they  made  him  thousands 
of  friends,  and  he  was  finally  adopted  as  the 
candidate  of  the  democratic  party. 

The  gentleman  teUs  us  that  the  President 
nominated  him  as  his  successor,  and  that  to  this 
nomination  he  owes  his  election.  I  should  he 
glad  to  know  when,  where,  and  under  what 
circumstances,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[Mr.  Peyton  arose,  and  said  he  could  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  could  do  so 
then,  if  he  desired  it ;  or  would  do  it  after  he 
got  through,  whichever  he  pleased.  Mr. 
Hamee  remarked  that  it  would  be  better, 
perhaps,  for  Mr.  P.  to  give  his  sentiments  after 
he  had  closed.] 

I  presume,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H,)  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwinn  letter, 
written  by  the  President  in  defence  of  some 
charge  made  against  him  in  a  Nashville 
paper.  It  is  some  time  since  I  saw  that  letter, 
but  such  is  the  tenor  of  if,  according  to  my 
recollection. 

[Mr.  Peyton  again  arose,  and  made  some 
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remarks  respecting  tWs  letter,  contending  that 
tlie  article  in  the  Nashville  paper  was  not  an 
attack  upon  General  Jackson,  but  that  it  had 
been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the  letter, 
which  denounced  everybody  in  advance  who 
would  not  support  Mr.  Van  Buren.] 

Mr.  H.  proceeded.  Let  the  nature  of  the 
article  be  what  it  might,  one  thing  is  certain — 
the  letter  was  neither  in  form  nor  in  substance 
a  "nomination"  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  advised 
union  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and  spoke  favor- 
ably of  the  proposed  convention  at  Baltimore. 
Suppose  the  President  was  favorable  to  him, 
was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Does  a 
Chief  Magistrate  lose  the  freedom  of  thought  by 
his  election  to  that  office?  This  would  be  a 
new  doctrine  in  our  country. 

It  is  not  unnatural  that  he  should  he  favor- 
able to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  knew  him  well. 
The  latter  had  been  associated  with  him  for 
years  in  the  administration  of  the  Government. 
They  agreed  in  opinion  with  respect  to  all  the 
leading  measures  of  the  administration,  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry 
them  out,  and  pursue  the  policy  of  General 
Jackson.  To  such  a  candidate  he  could. not 
well  be  opposed ;  but  how  did  this  influence 
the  election?  'Where  was  the  President's  in- 
fluence effectually  exerted  in  favor  of  his  suc- 
cessor ?  Not  in  Tennessee,  for  that  State  went 
against  him.  If  there  was  any  one  State  in  the 
Union  which  could  be  influenced  by  him,  it 
must  be  Tennessee;  and  yet  that  went  for 
Judge  "White !  "Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  "appointment  of  his  successor,"  so  con- 
fidently charged  upon  all  concerned  ?  Nowhere 
but  in  the  imagination  of  those  who  have  assert- 
ed it  so  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  begin  to 
believe  it  themselves.  Suppose  the  President 
had  been  for  Judge  "White  or  for  General  Harri- 
son, would  there  have  been  any  complaints 
then?  Not  a  word.  They  would  have  said: 
"  "Well,  the  President  has  got  his  eyes  open  at 
last  to  the  true  character  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  ; 
he  can  be  deceived  no  longer ;  he  has  detected 
the  imposition,  and,  with  his  characteristic 
independence,  the  noble  old  General  has  come 
out  openly  against  him."  He  would  have  been 
"glorified,"  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  by  those  who  now  abuse  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the 
Vice  President,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of 
our  party.  Tliis,  too,  is  a  grievous  offence, 
and  smacks  of  dictation  too  strongly  to  please 
the  opposition.  Pray,  who  first  resorted  to 
national  conventions  for  such  purposes  ?  "Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  "Wirt,  in  the  campaign 
of  1832  ?  "Who  held  the  young  men's  national 
convention  in  this  District,  in  the  same  year  ? 
"We  all  know  it  was  the  whigs  and  the  anti- 
masons.  Yet  those  are  the  men  who  now 
abuse  us  in  unmeasured  terms  for  merely  fol- 
lowing their  example. 

But  his  locality  greatly  displeases  some  gentle- 
men, and  they  have  abused  New  York  in  almost 


'  every  debate  that  has  occurred  here  for  the  last 
three  years;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  their  newspapers.  And  why  may 
not  New  York  have  the  honor  of  giving  us  a 
President  ?  The  South  has  given  us  four.  New 
England  has  furnished  two,  and  the  "West  one ; 
whUst  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great 
States,  occupying  a  central  position  in  the  con- 
federacy, each  of  them  a  nation  within  itself, 
have  never  furnished  us  one.  "What  has  New 
York  done,  that  she  is  to  be  proscribed  ?  Has 
she  not  signalized  herself  by  a  devotion  to  lib- 
erty, and  an  attachment  to  democratic  princi- 
ples, in  all  the  great  emergencies  which  the 
country  has  seen  ?  "Where  was  she  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war?  Battling  among  the  fore- 
most for  independence.  "What  was  her  position 
in  the  great  political  revolution  that  brought 
Mr.  Jefferson  into  power  ?  She  stood  side  by 
.side  with  her  democratic  sisters,  struggling  for 
the  rights  of  the  States  against  federal  usurpa- 
tion and  monar  hical  principles.  And  in  the 
war  of  1812,  where  was  she  found  ?  Sustain- 
ing the  cause  of  the  country  as  efficiently  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the 
Hartford  convention  party,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted to  cross  her  territory  into  the  middle 
and  Southern  States.  If  this  State  has  a  dis- 
tinguished son,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy, 
why  may  he  not  be  presented  as  a  candidate 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  So  far  from  there  being  any  thing 
wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peculiar  propriety, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  in  taking  the  candi- 
date from  New  York  at  the  recent  election. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  thus  made  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  He 
encountered  an  opposition  combining  more 
talent  with  less  scrupulousness  in  regard  to  the 
means  employed  to  defeat  him  than  was  ever 
met  before  by  a,ny  successful  candidate  for  the 
same  office.  Their  untiring  exertions  induced 
thousands  of  good  men  and  sound  patriots  to 
vote  against  him,  who  were  utterly  misled  with 
respect  to  his  true  character. 

It  would  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate 
all  the  falsehoods  propagated,  and  impositions 
practised,  to  accomplish  his  defeat.  They  all 
failed.  Notwithstanding  the  people  were  ap- 
pealed to  in  pathetic  terms  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  were  assured  that  they  would  be  ruined 
if  they  elected  him,  still  they  marched  to  the 
polls  and  gave  him  their  votes.  The  people 
had  been  twice  ruined  by  electing  General 
Jackson ;  and,  as  they  found  it  rather  an  agree- 
able operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a  third 
time,  and  let  Mr.  Van  Buren  ruin  them  agam. 

He  has  been  elected  by  the  unbought  suffrages 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in  a  most  remarkable 
manner.  The  vote  received  by  him  is  diffused 
throughout  the  Union,  so  as  to  prove  most 
clearly  that  nothing  like  a  geographical  division 
of  parties  exists  in  the  country.  All  the  efforts 
made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsuccess- 
ful. Including  Michigan,  he  has  received  the 
votes  of  fifteen  States  out  of  twenty-six.    He 
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obtained  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  a  majority  of  those  of  the 
new  States.  He  has  a  majority  of  the  electoral 
votes  of  the  slaveholding  and  a  majority  of 
those  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the 
Union.  He  has  one  hundred  and  seventy  elec- 
toral votes,  being  a  majority  of  forty-six  over 
all  his  competitors  put  together ;  and  he  has  a 
majority  of  all  the  individual  votes  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand.  The  exact  number  cannot 
be  ascertained,  because  in  South  Carolina  the 
.  people  do  not  vote ;  the  Legislature  appoints 
the  electors  of  President.  Without  this  State, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  has  a  majority  of  about  twenty- 
two  thousand,  according  to  the  calculation  of 
the  opposition  newspapers  themselves.  But  to 
make  him  out  a  "  usurper,"  a  "  minority  Pres- 
ident," they  count  South  Carolina  as  forty 
thousand — the  whole  number  being  set  down 
against  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him. 
Now,  the  Union  party  of  that  State  compose 
from  a  third  to  one-half  of  its  population,  and 
they  are  openly  for  him,  and  would  have  so 
given  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the  State 
Government  to  go  to  the  poUs,  and  vote  directly 
for  the  President.  If,  then,  the  State  can  give 
forty  thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twenty  thousand,  would  have  been 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren ;  for  many  nuUifiers  would 
have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fifteen  thousand,  there  would 
be  a  majority  of  ten  thousand  against  him  in 
the  State.  Deduct  this  from  the  twenty-two 
thousand  majority  he  has  in  the  other  States, 
and  he  has  still  a  clear  majority  of  the  indi- 
vidual votes  of  the  Union  of  at  least  twelve 
thousand. 

He  is  elected  according  to  all  the  forms  of 
the  constitution,  and  by  these  large  State  elec- 
toral and  individual  majorities ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men call  him  a  "  usurper !  "  No ;  he  is  the 
constitutional,  lawful  President ;  and,  from  the 
4th  of  March  next,  all  men  will  be  bound  to 
obey  him  as  such,  within  the  pale  assigned  to 
Mm  by  the  institutions  of  his  country. 


Feidat,  January  6. 
B.  P.  Letcher  and  T.  P.  Moore. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eobert  P.  Letcher 
and  Thomas  P.  Moore  came  up,  on  its  final 


The  main  question,  "shall  the  bill  pass?" 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  125,  nays  64. 

Descendants  of  James  Brown — Claim  for  Prop- 
erty taken  before  the  War  of  1788  hy  the 
CheroTcees,  while  the  Ancestor  was  moving  his 
Family  from  Rorth  Carolina  to  the  Cumber- 
land River  Settlements. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson  coming  up — 
After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Underwood, 


Vinton,  Paekee,  Bell,  Huntsman,  Beiggs, 
and  Gave  Johnson, 

Mr.  Shields  said  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  discussion,  he  had  been  improperly  im- 
pressed with  the    belief   that  the   Cherokee 
Indians  and  the  United  States  were  in  a  state  of 
partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss  was  sustained, 
for  which  these   claimants  are  now  seeking 
indemnity ;    but,  upon  -a  careful  examination 
of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  the  circum- 
stances immediately  connected  with  this  claim, 
(said  he,)  I  find  that,  at  that  period,  a  state  of  per- 
fect peace  existed  between  that  tribe  of  Indians 
and  this  country.    It  will  not,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  consider,  in  the  argument  which  I 
now  propose  to  submit,  whether  this  Govern- 
ment should  or  should  not  indemnify  her  citi- 
zens for  depredations  committed  upon  their 
property  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  when 
in  a  state  of  actual  war  with  another  power. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  by  which 
this  bill  was  reported,  state,  in  its  accompany- 
ing report,  that  this  claim  rests  upon  the  same 
facts  and  circumstances,  or,  rather,  that  it  is 
identical  in  point  of  proof,  with  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  James  Brown,  which  was  allowed 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress.     I  shall,  there- 
fore, in  this  discussion,  refer  to  the  facts  in  that 
case,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs  in   1832,  and  shall  take  the  facts  as 
reported  by  that  committee,  at  least,  as  prima 
facie  true.     These  claimants  allege  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  as  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Anderson,  deceased,  for  the 
loss  of  property  plundered  from  their  ancestor, 
James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1788.     It  will  be  recollected  by  every  one  that, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  con- 
cluded in  1785,  that  portion  of  territory  whici 
now  composes  a  considerable  part  of  Middle 
Tennessee  was  ceded  to  this  country  by  the 
Cherokees,  and  was  immediately  thrown  open 
for  the  reception  and  occupation  for  our  citi- 
zens.    Among  the  early  adventurers  who  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  establish  a  permanent 
home  in  this  part  of  the  Western  wilderness, 
was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these  claim- 
ants.    In  the  fall  of  1787,  he  and  his  family, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  valuable  property, 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Holston,  more  thim 
two  hundred  miles  distant,  by  land,  from  the 
place  of  their  destination.     Believing  that  a 
passage  down  the  Tennessee  Biver  could  be 
more  easily  efiected,  and  be,  at  the  same  time, 
less  perilous,  than  a  trip  across  the  mountains, 
early  in  the  following  May  (1788)  they  era- 
barked,  with  a  considerable  amount  of  property, 
on  board  a  boat,  which  they  had  prepared  in  the 
mean  time,  and  descended  the  Tennessee  Elver. 
While  floating  down  this  river,  after  they  had 
reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  by 
an  act  of  the  basest  perfidy,  under  the  disguise 
of  friendship,  they  were  suddenly  surrounded 
by  upwards  of  seventy    Cherokee  warriors. 
Mr,  Brown  himself,  two  of  his  sons,  and  five 
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boatmen,  "  the  only  adult  males  on  board  the 
boat,"  were  instantly  slain,  Mrs.  Brown,  her 
three  daughters,  and  two  minor  sons,  made 
captives,  and  their  property  plundered  and 
carried  oflf  by  the  Indians.  It  is  for  the  loss 
of  a  small  portion  of  this  property,  thus  vio- 
lently seized,  that  one  of  these  captive  girls, 
who  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Anderson,  and 
her  orphan  children,  now  ask  an  indemnity 
from  the  Government.  Can  the  Government, 
consistently  with  its  past  policy,  its  future 
interest,  and  the  justice  of  this  individual  appli- 
cation, allow  the  sought-for  indemnity  ?  It  is, 
in  the  first  place,  I  believe,  admitted  that,  in 
time  of  peace,  there  is  a  claim  on  our  Govern- 
ment for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen,  and  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  any  other  than  our  own  citizens. 
But  it  is  contended,  in  argument,  that  we  have 
not  sufficiently  shown  that  a  state  of  peace 
then  existed,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complain  is  evidence  of  the  want 
of  a  state  of  actual  peace ;  and  that  a  state  of 
peace  or  war  with  an  Indian  tribe  can  only  be 
determined  by  the  character  of  the  acts  of  one 
or  both  of  the  parties !  I  infer,  however,  that 
a  state  of  peace  existed  at  that  period,  from  the 
history  of  the  times,  the  contemporai-y  conduct 
of  a  largo  community  of  our  citizens  who 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  this  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  conduct  of  James  Brown  himself,  and  from 
direct  and  unequivocal  declarations  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  pro- 
clamation of  that  year  on  this  very  subject. 

Prior  to  his  departure  from  the  settlement  on 
the  Holston,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners 
obtained  a  permit  from  one  of  the  headmen  of 
the  tribe  to  pass  on  his  contemplated  voyage 
through  the  Indian  territory,  accompanied  with 
every  assurance  of  protection  and  safety.  The 
community  in  which  he  had  resided  from  the 
fall  of  1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of 
perfect  amity,  and  indeed  had  been  from  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell  up  to  that  time.  And, 
further,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it  should  not 
be  forgotten,  contained  the  following  remark- 
able provisions,  with  regard  to  our  relations 
towards  the  Cherokees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to 
wit:  That  "the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
managing  all  tlieir  affairs,  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper ;  "  and,  again :  "  Until  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  be  made  known  respecting 
the  9th  article,  all  traders,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the 
tribes  or  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  to  trade  with 
them ;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kindly  treated." 

No  other  intercourse  regulations  had  been 
entered  into  with  this  tribe  previous  to  1788, 
and  none,  except  one  or  two  of  a  very  partial 
bearing,  up  to  the  general  intercourse  law  of 
1802,  which  has  regulated  our  intercourse  with 
all  the  Indian  tribes  from  that  to  the  present 
time.    It  is  true  there  were  other  stipulations 


in  the  several  treaties  concluded,  respectively, 
at  Holston  in  1791,  at  Philadelphia  m  1792  and 
1794,  and  at  TelKco  in  October,  1798 ;  but  none 
of  a  general  nature  touching  this  point.  There 
is  still  stronger  evidence  of  our  peaceable  rela- 
tions to  be  found  in  the  proclamation  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  This 
proclamation  was  issued,  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  the  2d  day  of  September,  1788,  in 
four  or  five  months  after  the  plunder  of  the 
boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  the  crew.  This 
proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  recognizes  and  reaffirms  the  obliga- 
tions and  binding  efficacy  of  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  without  the  shghtest  complaint  with 
regard  to  any  breach  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indians ;  in 
which,  also,  they  threaten  heavy  penalties 
against  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
who  should  dare  to  infringe  any  of  the  articles 
of  that  treaty.  It  is  evident,  from  the  language 
of  this  proclamation,  that  Congress  regarded 
the  Cherokees  in  a  state  of  amity  at  that  time ; 
and,  from  what  we  have  stated  already,  it  is 
equally  evident  that  our  citizens  who  resided 
on  the  borders  of  that  tribe  so  regarded  our 
relations  at  the  same  period.  These  considera- 
tions seem  to  me  to  exclude  the  idea  of  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  petitioners.  The  several 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 
this  subject,  in  summing  up  the  testimony  on 
this  point,  fully  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
"  This  is  an  application,"  says  the  able  chairman 
of  this  committee,  "  to  be  paid  the  value  of 
property  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians  prior  to  the  enactment  of  laws  regulat- 
ing trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace  between  the  Chero- 
kees and  the  United  States."  Then,  the  act  of 
which  we  complain  has  not  been  regarded  by 
the  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  as 
some  of  the  gentlemen  have  styled  it,  a  state 
of  quasi  war,  so  as  to  exclude  this  claim  from 
a  favorable  consideration  by  Congress,  under 
the  established  policy  of  the  Government. 

If  this  position  were  correct,  you  cannot 
conceive  of  any  possible  case  in  which  those 
who  had  sustained  an  injury  in  time  of  peace 
by  Indian  treachery  and  violence  could  obtain 
redress  for  the  loss  and  outrage ;  for  the  obvious 
answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  indemnify  her  citizens  against 
the  depredations  of  an  enemy  committed  in 
time  of  war.  The  act  of  hostility  complained 
of  creates  a  state  of  Indian  war,  because  Indians 
never  make  formal  declarations  of  war,  like 
civilized  nations ;  therefore,  the  indemnity  in 
this  particular  case  cannot  be  allowed.  This 
position  cannot  be  sustained  in  any  point  of 
view.  Nor  is  it  conceived  that  the  risk  and 
hazard  which  Brown  encountered  by  descend- 
ing the  river  through  the  Cherokee  country  is 
such  a  departure  from  a  course  of  due  propriety, 
and  from  the  obvious  sense  of  the  existing 
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treaty  regulations,  as  to  exclude  these  claimants 
from  relief.  His  object — the  settlement  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory — was  lawful,  and  even 
commendable.  He  had  obtained  a  permit  from 
the  nation  to  pass  through  their  grounds,  and 
the  proof  is,  that  his  conduqt  towards  the 
Indians  was  unexceptionable  in  all  things. 
Tliis  is  altogether  unlike  the  case  of  a  trader, 
whose  object  is  to  gain  by  traffic.  He  surely, 
then,  had  not,  by  his  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  his  property  without  the  pale  of  the 
protection  of  his  Government.  It  will  be  seen, 
by  inspecting  the  several  treaties  with  the 
Oherokees,  that  no  provisions  were  made  in 
any  of  them  to  satisfy  such  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent. But  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Tellico,  or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly  called,  the 
treaty  of  1798,  the  usual  remedy  between  the 
Indians  and  border  settlers,  which  is  that  of 
reprisal,  was  expressly  taken  away,  leaving 
the  party  injured  without  any  summary  re- 
dress, and,  indeed,  without  any  redress  at  all, 
unless  this  Government  shall  interpose  its  pro- 
tection. It  is  provided  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1798  just  quoted,  that  '•'  all  animosi- 
ties, aggressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferences  in  that 
year,  "  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered 
or  demanded  on  either  side." — (Laws  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  334)  By  this  treaty 
stipulation,  even  the  privilege  to  demand  their 
rights  of  the  Oherokees  was  expressly  taken 
away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the 
ordinary  remedy,  so  much  practised  on  the 
Western  frontier,  of  reprisal.  If  does  seem  to 
me  most  clear  that  the  Government,  by  this 
act,  became  liable,  in  good  faith,  to  satisfy  all 
lonafide  claims  of  private  citizens  against  the 
Oherokees,  that  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  on  account  of  "aggressions,  thefts,  and 
plunderings,  of  that  nation." 

But  it  is  argued,  that  if  this  claim  should  be 
allowed,  a  new  policy  will  be  established  and 
introduced  into  our  legislation,  which  wiU  prove 
in  the  end  onerous  to  the  Government.  This 
position  is  so  far  from  being  correct,  that;  if 
this  claim  be  rejected,  it  will  change  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regard  to  such 
claims,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  do 
not  pretend,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  have  that  profound 
information  as  to  our  Indian  relations,  or  as  to 
precedent  generally,  as  many  honorable  gentle- 
men who  have  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor 
the  means  necessary  to  such  attainments.  But, 
in  examining  the  past  course  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject,  I  find  the  aggregate  sum 
of  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-six  dollars 
appropriated,  by  act  of  Oongress  "approved 
25th  March,  1830,"  as  full  compensation,  to 
certain  individuals  named  in  said  act,  for  horses 
stolen  and  property  destroyed  and  taken  by 
the  Osage  Indians,  in  the  years  1816,  1817, 
1823.— (Vol.  8,  Laws  of  U.  S.  294.)  And 
again,  in  the  year  1832,  I  find  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  appro- 


priated by  act  of  Oongress  of  that  year,  to  be 
paid  to  the  legal  representatives  of 'John  and 
James  Pettigrew,  for  depredations  committed 
on  the  private  property  of  the  Pettigrews, 
while  navigating  the  Tennessee  River  in  1794, 
with  interest  upon  that  sum  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  the 
loss  sustained,  until  the  same  should  be  paid — 
[Here  Mr.  Shields  asked  the  favor  of  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
of  the  Pettigrews,  which  he  did] — and  which 
Mr.  S.  said  was  similar,  in  all  its  material  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  claim  now  under  considera- 
tion.    The  loss  was  sustained  by  private  indi- 
viduals, while  descending  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians,  while  in  a  state   of  peace. 
Mr.  S.  said,  I  might  cite  many  other  cases  in 
point,  from  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  which  I 
have  before  me,  but  I  will  not  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  by  reciting  them.    I  shall 
desist,  after  again  directing  the  attention  of 
honorable  members  to  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Brown,  of  which  this  claim  is  a  counter- 
part, a  duplicate,  which  in  fact  is  identical  with 
it  in  all  its  circumstances.     [He  here  sent  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  Brown's  case  to  the 
Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]    I  am 
satisfied,  after  this  explanation,  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  all,  that  whatever  may  be  done 
hereafter,  Oongress  has  repeatedly  heretofore 
granted  relief  in  many  cases  precisely  similar 
to  the  one  made  out  in  this  application ;  and, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  a  number  of  years  past,  without 
exception,  up  to  this  time,  to  do  so.     I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  why  this  claim  of   the   widow 
and  orphans  of  WUliam  Anderson  should  be 
made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  well  established. 
But  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  prospective 
claims  from  Florida  may  have  an  undue  weight 
upon  the  minds  of  some,  in  deciding  upon  this 
claim.     Still  I  hope  they  will  not ;  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented. 
If,  however,  the  policy  of  the   Government, 
heretofore  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Cherokee 
depredations  committed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  should  appear  to  be  obviously  unjust,  I 
grant  it  should  be  abandoned.     But  I  cannot 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  conclusion, 
so  as  to  make  this  small  claim,  which  is  perhaps 
the  last  of  that  class,  an  exception  to  a  rule 
which  has  so  long  prevailed. 

Mr.  EvEEBTT,  in  reply  to  the  arguments  ift 
favor  of  the  bill,  (of  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Ashlet, 
and  Mr.  Shields,)  said  that,  since  the  debate 
of  yesterday,  he  had  examined  this  case,  and 
was  satisfied  there  was  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple for  the  claim.  He  was  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  engaging  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an  argument  dry  and  uninteresting  in  itself, 
more  especially  in  opposition  to  a  claim  of  so 
trifling  an  amount.  In  addition  to  this,  he  was 
asking  the  House  to  reverse  its  own  decision  in 
a  case  identical  with  this,  (the  bill  for  the  relief 
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of  Joseph  Brown,  passed  ia  1834)  It  ■was 
reported  in  1832,  and  sanctioned  by  a  second 
report  in  1834.  The  report  in  the  present  case, 
made  at  the  last  session,  refers  to  that  case,  and 
relies  on  it  as  a  precedent.  He  did  not  recollect 
whether  the  case  of  Brown  underwent  a  dis- 
cussion. It  was  reported  and  passed  while  he 
was  engaged  elsewhere  on  another  committee, 
and  was  now  for  the  first  time  brought  to  his 
notice ;  and  the  importance  of  the  principles 
assumed  was  his  apology  for  addressing  the 
House,  and  constituted  his  only  claim  to  their 
attention. 

If  the  aggression  complained  of  was  an  act 
of  war,  the  principle  assumed  would  extend  to 
all  aggressions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
This  principle  has  not  been  adopted  by  any 
Government.  The  decisions  of  Congress  have 
been  uniform,  on  claims  for  such  aggressions 
during  the  revolutionary  and  late  wars.  If 
a  distinction  is  taken  in  favor  of  Indian 
aggressions,  the  principle  wUl  extend  to  those 
of  the  West  down  to  the  treaty  of  Greenville, 
(1795,)  to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
to  those  committed  and  committing  by  the 
Creeks  and  Seminoles.  At  the  time  of  this 
aggression  (1788)  there  was  but  little  ground 
for  a  distinction  between  Indian  and  foreign 
wars.  The  Indians  wgre  then  regarded  as 
foreign  and  independent  nations;  they  were 
not  surrounded  by  our  settlements  nor  under 
our  control.  He  would  refer  the  House  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in 
1834,  on  the  case  of  Alfred  Stewart.  If  the 
aggression  was  to  be  taken  as  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  the  principle  assumed  would 
extend  to  aggressions  in  all  time  before  recog- 
nized war.  It  would  be  an  authority  for  the 
allowance  of  the  claims  for  the  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  should  meet  the  claim  on  its 
strongest  ground ;  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
argument,  he  would  give  the  claim  the  benefit 
of  the  admission  of  a  fact  left  doubtful  in  the 
report — that  the  aggression  was  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  E.) 
that  the  claim  is  for  an  aggression  committed 
not  on  the  person  but  on  tlft  property  of  the 
claimant,  and  that  the  claim  derives  no  aid 
fr6m  the  hostile  character  of  the  aggression. 

The  case,  then,  is  simply  this :  The  claimant, 
in  1788,  with  the  assent  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
was  passing  down  the  Tennessee  River,  within 
the  Cherokee  country,  with  his  property,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  trade,  but  with  the  sole 
view  of  passing  through  the  country,  to  make 
a  settlement  below  it,  when  his  property  was 
forcibly  taken  from  him  by  the  Oherokees; 
and  for  the  property  so  taken  he  claims  com- 
pensation. On  what  principle?  Upon  the 
assumed  principle  that  the  Government  were 
bound  to  protect  its  citizens  against  Indian 
depredations,  committed  even  in  the  Cherokee 
country ;  that  it  is  bound  to  seek  redress  for 
such  depredations ;  that  it  having  made  a  treaty 


without  securing  such  redi-ess,  or  having  by 
treaty  released  the  claim,  they  are  bound  to 
indemnify  the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foimdation 
even  for  the  assumption  of  these  principles,  it 
should  appear  that  some  right,  secured  to  the 
claimant  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and  that 
the  Government  had  in  fact  released  a  subsisting 
claim  for  indemnity.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggression  was  not  in  violation  of  any 
right  secured  to  the  claimant  by  treaty ;  that 
no  subsisting  claim  has  been  released ;  and  that 
the  Government  are  not  bound,  by  any  adopted 
principle  of  right  or  policy,  to  indemnify  the 
claimant. 

The  treaty  of  HopeweU,  of  1785,  was  the 
first  treaty  with  the  Oherokees,  and  established 
our  first  relation  of  peace  with  that  tribe.  By 
the  9th  article  of  this  treaty  we  secured  the 
right  to  regulate  the  Indiau  trade ;  and  the  10th 
article  provides  that,  "until  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  be  known  respecting  the  9th  article, 
all  traders,  citizens  of 'the  United  States,  shall 
iave  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the  tribes  or  towns 
of  the  Oherokees,  to  trade  with  them,  and  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
kindly  treated."  The  5th  article  provides  that 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
person,  not  being  an  Indian,  shall  attempt  to 
settle  on  their  hunting  grounds,  &c.,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
No  rights  were  secured  to  citizens  to  go  into 
the  Cherokee  country  for  any  purpose  except 
that  of  trading  with  the  Oherokees ;  protection 
was  secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  The  right  of  navigating  the 
Tennessee  Kiver  was  not  secured  by  this  treaty, 
as  was  supposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Bell,)  but  by  the  treaty  of  1791. 
The  claimant  was  not  a  trader;  he  was  not 
passing  through  the  Cherokee  country  for  that 
purpose.  At  that  day  the  Indian  tribes  were 
treated  with  as  foreign  nations ;  and  it  is  some- 
what singular  that  in  this  treaty  there  is  a  provi- 
sion relating  to  retaliation  or  reprisals,  in  case  of 
a  violation  of  the  treaty :  "  that  retaliation  shall 
not  be  practised  on  either  side,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifest  violation  of  this  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of 
justice,  and,  if  refused,  then  by  a  declaration 
of  hostilities." 

Persons  going  into  the  Cherokee  country  had 
no  other  security  than  the  treaty.  In  every 
other  respect  they  submitted  themselves  to  such 
usage  as  might  befall  them,  without  having  any 
claim  to  call  on  the  Government  to  seek  redress 
for  any  injury  either  to  their  persons  or  property. 
The  Oherokees  may  have  violated  their  faith 
pledged  to  Anderson,  but  not  the  treaty.  It  is 
not  intended  to  say  that  for  any  outrage  the 
Government  might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand 
satisfaction ;  but  that  an  individual  has  no 
right  to  demand  this  of  Government,  except 
for  the  violation  of  a  right  secured  by  treaty. 
It  may  here  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Pettigrew  and  Scott. — (Report  of  March  22, 
1832.)    The  report  in  that  case  is  based  on 
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two  facts,  which  are  wanting  in  this  case :  that 
the  aggression  was  committed  in  1794,  when 
descending  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  in  violation 
of  a  right  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1791 ;  and 
that  the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in.  satis- 
faction of  that  aggression.  They  appear  to 
have  inferred  the  last  fact  rather  from  evidence 
of  what  occurred  pending  the  treaty  than  from 
the  treaty  itself. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  aggression 
was  in  1788.  The  next  material  fact  is  that 
war  immediately  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
1791.  Whatever  claims  the  Government  might 
have  had  against  the  Cherokees,  even  for  viola- 
tions of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  the  war. 
It  is  the  remedy  sought  by  the  parties  for  the 
redress  of  all  injuries.  Admit,  then,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  that  a  right  of  the  claim- 
ant, secured  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and 
that  the  Government  were  bound  to  seek  re- 
dress, the  act  of  war  was  the  measure  by  which 
redress  was  sought — the  highest  act  to  which  a 
nation  can  resort.  And  whether  they  in  fact 
obtain  redress  must  depend  on  the  fate  of  war. 
But  no  Government  guarantees  the  result.  Its 
duty  is,  by  all  reasonable  means  consistent 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  community,  to 
seek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  con- 
tinue a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The 
higher  interest  of  the  country  must  control; 
and  if  this  requires  that  a  peace  should  be 
made  without  obtaining  redress,  the  loss  must 
be  submitted  to.  The  Government  is  bound 
only  to  use  its  best  efforts ;  these  failing,  the 
citizen  must  submit  to  the  fate  of  war.  If, 
however,  a  satisfaction  be  obtained,  in  part  or 
in  whole,  the  Government  is  bound  to  distribute 
it  among  the  claimants.  The  claimants  for  the 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  base  their 
claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  se- 
cured by  treaty  were  violated ;  and  that  the 
Government,  by  treaty,  have  released  those 
claims,  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent.  The 
issue  is  made  on  the  equivalent;  but  if  the 
principle  now  assumed  be  admitted,  this  issue 
becomes  immaterial.  They  will  be  entitled  to 
relief,  though  an  equivalent  was  not  obtained, 
because  it  was  not  obtained. 

By  the  treaty  of  Holston,  of  1791,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  war,  without  any  stipulation  for 
satisfaction  for  prior  aggressions  on  property. 
It  provides  for  the  mutual  restoration  of  prison- 
ers only.  This  applied  to  no  species  of  prop- 
erty. The  treaty  of  1785  provided  not  only  for 
the  restoration  of  prisoners,  but  contained  the 
further  provision :  "  They  shall  also  restore  all 
the  negroes  and  other  property  taken  during 
the  late  war."  The  treaty  of  1791  was  simply 
a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  indemnity.  "  There 
shall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween," &c.  "  All  animosities  for  past  griev- 
ances shall  henceforth  cease."  The  effect  of 
the  act  of  peace  itself  was  to  bury  all  past 
animosities.  It  foreclosed  all  claim  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  or  its  citizens  for  past  inju- 
ries ;  all  right  ceased,  and  no  subsequent  treaty 


could  affect  them,  unless  they  were  expressly 
recognized  or  assumed. 


Satukdat,  January  7. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Gholson,  member  from 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

Descendants  of  James  Brown. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Shields, 
Everett,  and  "Waed,  when 

Mr.  Howell  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed ;  which  were 
ordered  and  were — yeas  52,  nays  96.  So  the 
bill  was  rejected. 


Monday,  January  9. 
Foreign  Authors. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  desirous  to  make  the 
general  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the 
House  was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the 
authors  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  gentleman  was  charged 
with  such  a  petition,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  nothing 
further  to  state ;  he  did  not  know  but  that 
the  chairman  of  the  pommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  (Mr.  Oambkeleng)  had  such  a  petition 
in  his  hands. 

Mr.  A.  explained  that  his  reason  for  making 
the  inquiry  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  respectable  person  in  England,  Miss 
Harriet  Martineau,  enclosing  a  printed  address 
or  petition  from  certain  authors  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  that  he 
would  favor  the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no 
positive  request  was  made  that  he  would  present 
it.  As  the  petition  was  merely  a  printed  paper, 
without  any  signature,  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  present  it,  if,  as  he  presumed,  there 
was  in  the  possession  of  any  other  member  of 
the  House,  who  would  present  it,  a  petition 
regularly  signed. 

Mr.  CAMBBELEua  said  he  had  no  such  paper 
in  his  possesssion. 

And  as  it  did'not  appear  that  any  other 
member  was  charged  with  the  presentation  of 
the  same,  Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  wait 
another  week'  or  two ;  and  if  a  formal  petition 
should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  the  one  which  had  been  forwarded  to 
him. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

Surplits  Eevenue. 

Mr.  Cambkeleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
The  title  of  the  latter  was  "  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government." 
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Mr.  Owens  remarked  that  as  this  was  a  very- 
important  report,  as  well  as  the  accompanying 
bill,  he  would  move  that  both  be  read ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  read  by  the 
Clerk.     The  bill. is  as  follows : 

"  A  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

"  Be  it  enacted,  dc.,  That  from  and  after  the  30th 
day  of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are 
imposed  on  foreign  imposts  by  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1832,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imposts,'  or  by 
any  other  act,  shall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  31st  of  March, 
1838,  one-half  of  the  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be 
deducted ;  and  on  the  30th  of  September,  1838,  the 
other  half  shall  be  deducted,  any  thing  in  the  act 
of  2d  of  March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  .from 
and  after  the  30th  of  September  next,  the  duties  on 
salt  and  coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed." 

The  bill  .having  been  twice  read,  and  the 
reading  of  the  report  being  concluded — 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  "Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee  upon  this  subject, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted,  in  the  outset, 
to  express  his  entire  dissent  from  the  principles 
laid  down  both  in  the  bill  and  in  the  report. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  is  a  measure  of  great 
importance — no  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenues  of  this  country,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  law  of  1832  not  to  be  reduced  till  1842  ; 
that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half  from  this  time. 
It  was,  he  repeated,  a  bill  to  bring  down  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  in  the  short  period  of 
eighteen  months,  as  much  as  was  proposed  by 
the  law  of  1832  in  five  years  and  a  half.  He 
wished,  therefore,  the  members  of  the  House  to 
reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  principles  con- 
tained in  that  report,  and  those  contained  in 
the  bill.  He  put  the  question  to  the  members 
of  that  House,  whether  there  was  any  serious, 
any  abiding  feeling  there  that  that  bill  was  to 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  This  question 
should  be  answered ;  for  the  bill  was  of  so  much 
importance  that  it  was  a  necessary  duty  that 
House  owed  to  the  country  that  it  should  be 
advised  that  such  legislation  was  contemplated 
upon  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

What  was  to  be  the  efifect,  merely,  of  simply 
reporting  this  bill  now  ?  It  was  to  create  a 
panic  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
What  was  its  present  state,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia  ?  What  was  the  state  of  our  finances  ? 
How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  pecuniary 
facilities?  Why,  that  iu  all  the  great  com- 
mercial cities  of  the  East,  (and  he  understood 
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it  to  be  worse  and  higher  in  the  new  States,) 
money  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Sir,  said  he,  there  is  already 
a  panic,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  condition 
in  which  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been 
placed,  and  the  efifect  of  the  proposition  then 
before  the  House  was  to  increase  that  panic ; 
and  how  ?  You  come  down  here,  and  propose 
a  reduction  upon  all  articles  of  import  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cent,  more  in 
six  months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  cent,  more 
in  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  raised  the  point  of 
order,  whether  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  open 
to  debate  at  this  incipient  stage. 

Mr.  Laweence  would  go  through  in  one 
moment. 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on !  "  "  go  on !  "  from  several 
parts  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Mann  remarked  that  the  debate  was  en- 
tirely irregular ;  but  if  the  House  were  disposed 
that  it  should  go  on,  it  could,  of  course,  so 
order. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  intended  to  conclude 
his  remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.  He  proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to 
a  few  gentlemen  of  that  House  on  the  subject. 
He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Eepresentatives  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  he  hoped  it  was  not ;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  members  from  that  State,  and  asked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  sanction  and  adopt  the 
doctrines  of  that  bill  and  report.  He  appealed 
next  to  the  members  from  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  State  was 
in  favor  of  the  system,  but  he  did  not  believe 
it.  He  knew  there  were  many  gentlemen  from 
that  State  on  that  floor  in  favor  of  this  system ; 
but  a  majority  of  her  people,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  never 
would  sustain  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  that 
report. 

[Mr.  Mann  exclaimed,  he  knows  very  little, 
then;  about  the  sentiments  of  that  people !] 

Mr.  L.  also  appealed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
to  all  the  great  and  growing  States  of  the  West, 
if  they  had  no  interest  in  this  question.  Was 
there  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  truly  repre- 
senting his  constituents,  who  would  get  up  in 
his  place,  and  say  he  was  willing  to  place  the 
whole  industry  of  his  country  upon  the  same 
foundation  as  that  of  foreign  nations?  He 
could  anticipate  their  answer.  It  would  be  in 
the  negative.  He  appealed  next  to  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  whole  of  New  England ;  he  would 
appeal  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  whose  dele- 
gation composed  a  portion  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House,  if  they  would  dare  go 
home  to  their  constituents  with  this  report  in 
their  hands,  and  say  to  them,  "  this  is  our  doc- 
trine ;  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it." 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sustained  for  an  hour 
if  they  did  so.  When  he  appealed  to  New  Eng- 
land, he  was  aware  there  was  a  diversity  of 
opinion  upon  this  subject;  but  he  was  confi- 
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dent  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  one 
point;  and  that  was,  that  this  extraordinary 
reduction,  brought  forward  at  this  time,  and 
under  the  circumstances,  was  without  the 
shadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury?  What  did  the  departments 
say?  Did  not  they  tell  them  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  revenue  would  fall  short  during 
the  present  year?  Did  not  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  after  making  his  estimates,  ^and 
who  knew  better  ?)  state  that  the  revenue,  after 
the  appropriation  made  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber next,  would  be  short  at  least  three  millions 
of  dollars?  And  what  did  they  know  about 
the  revenue  of  1838?  Who  could  say  what 
would  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  the 
public  lands  ?  Who  could  tell  what  contingen- 
cies might  arise  in  that  interval  ? 

Again  he  denounced  the  bill  as  a  monstrous 
measure,  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequences, and  whose  effect  would  be  to  weak- 
en, if  not  break  down,  the  bonds  of  confidence 
and  credit  which  ought  mutually  to  subsist 
between  men  and  communities.  He  again  and 
again  reiterated  his  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  the 
administration  party  from  Pennsylvania,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  Hampshire,  &c.,  to  come  out 
and  avow  if  they  were  in  favor  of  this  bill,  or 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  in  this  country  until  a  corresponding 
feeling  had  been  exhibited  by  Great  Britain  and 
the  continent  of  Europe ;  for  they  taxed  for- 
eign articles  most  heavily,  particularly  tobacco, 
bacon  and  hams,  coals,  &c.  He  was  referring 
to  the  British  tariff  on  imported  articles,  when 

The  Ohaie  interposed,  and  said  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  stage. 

Mr.  Lawebnck  wished  to  speak  of  the  effects 
of  sending  this  bill  out  to  the  people,  and,  after 
doing  so,  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  Ohaie  had  merely  apprised  the  gentle- 
man that  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open 
on  a  motion  to  print  and  refer  it. 

Mr.  Lawrence  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reject 
it  would  be  in  order. 

The  Ohair  replied,  not  in  that  stage. 

Mr.  Ingbesoll.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
its  indefinite  postponement  ?    , 

The  Ohaie.  That  motion  would  be  in  order ; 
but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  take 
precedence. 

Mr.  Ingeesoll.  Would  that  motion  open 
the  discussion  ? 

The  Ohaie  replied,  that  a  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  opened  the  whole  merits  of  a  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  Lawrence  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

[A  most  animated  discussion  then  took  place  on 
the  -whole  merits  of  the  bill,  involving  the  three- 
fold questions  of  protection  to  manufacture3,'*sur- 
pluses  to  divide,  and  limiting  the  revenue' to'  the 


necessary  support  of  the  Government.  The  gentle- 
men Tfho  engaged  in  this  discussion,  were :  Messrs, 
Lawrence,  Cambreleng,  Mann  of  New  York,  Inger- 
soil,  Vanderpoel,  McKay,  Mereer,  Reed,  Craig, 
Adams,  Bell,  Thomas,  Vinton,  Owens,  Toucey,  Suth- 
erland, Corwin,  Galbraith,  Muhlenberg,  Calhoon,  and 
Patton.  A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
then  made  and  decided  as  follows :] 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  0.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  J3ond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs, 
Clark,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  French,  Galbraith,  E.  Garland, 
Granger,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper, 
S.  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Janes, 
Jenifer,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  J. 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Eeed,  Russell,  Schenck,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey, 
Toung— 93. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Efner,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  J. 
Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Grayson,  Grifin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Han- 
negan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lane,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mc- 
Kim,  MeLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  Peyton, 
Pinckney,  Eencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Eichardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  Tahaferro, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  L.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yell— 117. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  laid  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  January  IT. 

Executive  Administration — Mr. 
Resolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Wise. 

Mr.  MoKeon  said  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion must  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  its  time  had 
been  expended  upon  the  discussion  of  the  vari- 
ous topics  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
debate.    He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
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necessity  of  confining  any  remarks  he  might 
ofl'er  within  a  narrow  compass.  He  assured 
the  House  that  nothing  would  have  induced 
him  to  prolong  a  debate  already  too  much  ex- 
tended, except  that  justice  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  to  himself,  required  him  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

When  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  was  introduced,  I  viewed 
it,  said  Mr.  MoK.,  as  a  measure  novel  in  its 
character,  and  one  calculated  to  establish  a 
precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted. 
In  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  I  saw  a 
power  of  unlimited  extent  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  I  am  not  of  that  school 
which  insists  upon  a  search  warrant  to  authorize 
you  to  examine  your  public  offices ;  but  I  can- 
not but  believe  that,  if  you  intend  to  examine  any 
matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  pub- 
lic agents  discharge  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, you  will  require  something  more  than  a 
resolution  of  this  House.  What  does  the  origi- 
nal resolution  propose  ?  To  examine  into  the 
official  and  unofficial  conduct  of  those  who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  public 
departments.  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be 
allotted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is 
the  inquisitorial  tribunal  you  propose  to  create. 
If  we  appoint  the  committee,  how  can  it  pro- 
ceed in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  ?  The  power 
of  tins  House  can  go  no  further  than  to  examine 
into  the  official  conduct  of  tho^e  who  are  in 
office,  who  receive  their  compensation  at  your 
hands,  and  who  are  liable  to  censure  and  re- 
moval for  any  breach  of  duty.  In  every  point 
connected  with  your  public  offices,  in  every 
matter  of  an  official  character,  you  have  the 
right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  ex- 
amination ;  but  when  you  will  attempt  to  in- 
quire into  the  unofficial  conduct  of  a  public 
officer,  or  to  make  the  wide-spread  investigation 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  the  success  of  your 
investigation  wiU  depend  more  upon  the  dis- 
position of  those  who  may  be  called  before  the 
committee  than  on  any  power  of  this  House  to 
compel  them  to  satisfy  your  inquiries.  You 
will  search  in  vain  for  a  precedent  for  this 
movement  in  parliamentary  history ;  but  you 
may  find  one  elsewhere.  There  can  be  found 
one  direction  to  which  it  bears  a  strict  resem- 
blance. The  command  of  this  House  to  the 
committee  may  be  found  in  that  of  Dogberry 
to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  resolution  to  "  com- 
prehend all  vagrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stand  according  to  order.  Let  it  be 
considered  that  we  have  several  standing  com- 
mittees, whose  duty  it  is  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  yom'  departments.  Let  it  be  consider- 
ed, also,  that,  but  a  few  days  since,  we  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gaeland,)  which 
committee  is  daily  engaged  in  the  examination 
of  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  this  reso- 
lution. Yes,  sir,  the  very  point  which,  I  be- 
lieve, according  to  the  mover  of  this  proposition, 


gave  rise  to  this  proposed  investigation.  _  But 
in  addition  to  these  means  which  are  within 
our  power,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ehode  Island  is  offered.  That  amendment 
is,  in  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  objections 
which  may  be  made  to  the  original  proposition. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  prac- 
tice. It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Legislature 
to  undertake  an  exploring  expedition  in  search 
of  abuses  ;  but  if  abuses  are  charged,  it  be- 
comes a  solemn  duty  to  investigate  them.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  before 
which  charges  can  be  made,  and  to  examine 
into  the  truth  of  those  charges.  Suppose  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  House,  and  i-efer- 
red  to  one  of  the  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
ing an  examination  into  the  manner  in  which 
your  public  officers  discharge  their  duties,  and 
setting  forth  that  abuses  existed.  Your  com- 
mittee would  ask  the  petitioners  for  specific 
charges,  and  if  they  were  produced  the  exami- 
nation would  be  made.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  they  would  inquire  of  your  different 
departments  and  bureaus  for  something  to  sus- 
tain the  allegation  of  the  petitioners. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  that  your  standing  com- 
mittees, your  select  committee,  the  amend- 
ment, will  not  be  satisfactory.  Nothing  wiU 
give  sufficient  latitude  but  the  original  resolu- 
tion. I  prefer  sustaining  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafter  into  a 
dangerous  precedent;  but  if  that  cannot  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  be  found  denying  investi- 
gation. I  am  willing  to  give  every  facility,  and 
to  afford  ample  means,  to  pursue  the  desired 
examination ;  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  correspondence  of  your  public  offices  laid 
open.  As  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  are  bound  to  guard  every  department.  We 
are  bound  to  pour  light  into  every  portion  of 
this  Government.  It  is  due  not  only  to  the 
country,  but  to  the  incumbents,  to  those  on  this 
floor  who  wish  the  examination,  that  some  de- 
cision should  be  had  on  this  subject,  and  that 
without  delay.  The  debate  which  has  arisen 
upon  this  resolution  has  resuscitated  the  denun- 
ciations and  charges  which  we  had  reason  to 
believe  were  long  since  buried.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  observe  the  course  of  the  present ' 
discussion.  The  same  accusations  of  corrup- 
tion, of  proscription,  and  of  abuses  of  every 
nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last  session, 
with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approach- 
ing political  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the 
present  occasion.  We  ought  to  suspect  that 
our  fate  has  been  that  of  Eip  Van  Winkle; 
that  we  have  been  sleeping  quietly  while  the 
thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  far  than  any 
which  reverberated  through  the  Catskill,  have 
been  pealing  over  us,  and  we  have  been  un- 
conscious of  the  presidential  contest  which  has 
just  closed.  If  there  is  to  be  a  repetition 
of  those  charges,  it  is  fuU  time  we  should  be 
aroused.  I  have  sought  for  new  statements, 
but  none  are  offered.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  same  representations  which  are  made 
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now  were  made  before  the  struggle  commenced ; 
that  the  same  evidence,  sustained  by  the  aid  of 
the  same  distinguished  gentlemen,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country,  and  that  the 
people  supported  him  against  whom  these 
charges  were  intended  to  operate.  "Why  do 
gentlemen  stop  even  now?  Why  do  they 
halt  ?  Why  not  cross  the  Eubicon  ?  There  is 
still  remedy  left.  If  outrages  upon  the  consti- 
tution, if  violations  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  been  committed,  why,  instead  of 
making  the  accusation,  is  not  the  individual 
who  is  the  author  of  these  evils  made  liable  to 
the  consequences  of  impeachment  ?  If  he  has 
violated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  citizens,  any 
of  the  rights  of  any  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, why  is  he  not  placed  in  a  situation  where 
he  will  be  required  to  defend  his  public  charac- 
ter from  these  accusations  ?  If  we  have  watch- 
ful sentinels  on  the  ramparts  of  constitutional 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sound  the  alarm,  but 
let  them  seize  upon  him  whom  they  represent 
to  be  an  enemy  of  the  country.  That  country 
has  a  right  to  demand  this  movement  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of  preserv- 
ing its  interests  from  violation.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  denounce.  We  ask  for  the  evi- 
dences to  support  the  charges  they  make — we 
ask  for  action.  The  Executive  has  been  repre- 
sented as  a  violator  of  his  plighted  faith,  as  one 
who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  us  look  to 
his  inaugural  address,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  exposition  of  the  policy  which 
would  characterize  his  administration.  In  re- 
gard to  your  foreign  policy,  he  had  stated  that 
he  would  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culti- 
vate friendship  with  all  nations  on  honorable 
terms,  and  to  adjust  our  differences  in  the  for- 
bearing spirit  becoming  a  powerful  nation, 
rather  than  the  sensibility  belonging  to  a  gal- 
lant people.  Has  this  been  fulfilled  ?  Do  you 
find  the  violation  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated 
position  which  our  country  sustains  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  He  pledged  himself 
to  a  spirit  of  compromise,  equity,  and  caution, 
in  regard  to  your  tariff,  by  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and 
if  any  encouragement  should  be  given,  it  was 
•only  to  those  articles  which  might  be  found 
essential  to  our  national  independence.  Let 
his  Messages  to  Congress  show  how  far  he  has 
labored  to  discharge  this  pledge.  He  avowed 
his  determinatioQ  to  reform  abuses,  by  depend- 
ing for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  not 
on  the  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  in- 
tegrity, the  zeal,  of  public  officers.  Let  the 
consequences  of  the  toils  of  those  agents,  visible 
in  the  negotiation  of  foreign  treaties,  and  in 
the  happy  results  of  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duties  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on 
this  point.  He  promised  to  facilitate  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  public  debt.  Has  that  been 
discharged  ?  Does  not  the  contest  here  for  the 
division  of  an  immense  surplus  in  your  Treas- 
ury speak  for  him  on  this  subject  ?  Has  not, 
during  this  administration,  the  novel  spectacle 


been  presented  to  the  world  of  an  immense 
republic,  unshackled  with  a  national  debt? 
When  the  violence  of  political  feeling  shall  have 
subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be  given  of 
the  present  administration;  and  if,  as  some 
gentlemen  insist,  the  coming  administration 
will  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  policy  of  the 
present,  the  country  may  be  congratulated  on 
the  prospect  of  a  career  of  brilliancy  and  pros- 
perity. It  wiU  be  a  continuation  of  a  policy 
which  seeks  to  enlarge  the  liberties  of  every 
citizen,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of 'the 
Union. 

The  corruption  which  exists  in  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  fruitful  theme.  The  dictation  of  the 
Executive,  and  his  interference  with  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  have  been  blazoned  forth  to  the 
world.  Sir,  if  we  have  had  a  dictator,  he  hears 
but  little  resemblance  to  the  SyUa  of  other 
days.  The  Koman  retired  when  the  aristocracy 
had  been  armed  with  the  sceptre,  but  our  dic- 
tator is  about  to  surrender  his  trust  when  the 
democracy  is  triumphant.  Do  gentlemen  sup- 
pose that  the  intelligence  of  this  coimtry  is  to 
be  deceived  with  this  outcry?  May  we  ask 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place? 
Who  were  the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the 
States  that  submitted  ft)  his  commands?  "ffe 
hear  of  Tennessee !  That  State  did  not  vote 
for  the  individual  who  is  said  to  have  obtained 
his  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Executive. 
If  the  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  any 
avail,  it  must  have  been  united  not  only  with 
omnipotence,  but  omnipresence.  Its  results  are 
seen  in  Maine,  and  at  the  same  time  in  Louisi- 
ana— in  the  Atlantic  States  and  in  your  far 
West.  This  charge  (let  gentlemen  consider)  of 
dictation  and  of  corruption  reaches  not  only 
the  Executive,  but  at  those  above  that  Execu- 
tive. The  poisoned  arrows  which  are  scattered 
strike  not  only  those  against  whom  they  are 
aimed,  but  at  the  body  of  the  American  people. 
If  there  are  corrupters,  where  are  the  corrupt- 
ed? Are  we  to  seek  for  them  amongst  the 
honest  yeomanry  of  the  land  ?  Is  this  degrad- 
ing character  to  be  given  to  our  countrymen? 
I  trust  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  majori- 
ty of  our  fellow-citizens  as  obedient  slaves, 
obeying  the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  The 
sin  of  the  Executive  has  been  that  he  moved  in 
unison  with  the  people,  and  for  this  he  is  de- 
nounced. This  is  his  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
opponents.  I  cannot  believe  that  his  course 
will  at  any  time  be  deemed  unpatriotic,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  institutions  of  our  common 
country. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allusions 
which  have  been  made  to  the  President  during 
this  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise)  has  trac^  his  course  from  the 
period  of  his  early  obscurity  to  the  present  ex- 
alted station  which  he  now  holds.  From  its 
rise  in  humbleness,  he  has  found  the  tenor  of 
his  life  a  broad  and  sweeping  current,  rolling 
onward  under  the  living  light  of  day  and  the 
steady  gaze  of  the  nation.    Parallels  are  sought ; 
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but  where  ?  Are  they  sought  for  amongst  the 
patriots  whose  reputations  are  interwoven  with 
the  brightest  epochs  of  the  past?  Are  they 
found  in  some  brilliant  example  of  devotion  to 
country,  of  fidelity  to  her  institutions,  of  purity 
of  purpose,  of  undying  patriotism ;  amongst 
the  Aristid^s,  the  Ourtii,  or  the  Catos?  No, 
sir ;  we  find  them  seeking  for  parallels  in  the 
most  corrupt  and  degraded  periods  of  the 
Eoman  Government.  They  find  them  in  a 
Oommodus  or  a  Severus ;  in  the  vile,  the  profli- 
gate, and  depraved  emperors  of  a  crumbling 
empire.  Who  is  your  modern  Oommodus? 
Shall  I  summon  from  his  many  battle-fields  the 
manes  of  the  dead  to  be  his  defenders  ?  No, 
sir ;  let  the  living  attest  his  worth !  Let  them 
answer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  collecting 
around  him  the  abandoned  Oleanders  of  his 
time  he  led  your  country  through  many  difii- 
culties  up  to  the  eminence  on  which  he  now  is 
leaving  her !  Even  in  the  highest  excitement 
of  a  political  contest,  we  ought  not  to  forget 
the  services  of  our  public  men — of  those  who 
"  have  done  the  state  some  service."  The  petty 
differences  of  party  will  disappear,  but  the  re- 
sults of  the  labor  of  those  men  never  will  be 
destroyed.  For  one,  I  will  not  desecrate  the 
temple  of  our  Union  by  any  attempt  to  deface 
one  particle  of  those  brilliant  names  that  may 
cast  their  splendor  over  it.  Fidelity  to  our  own 
principles  never  can  be  incompatible  with  jus- 
tice and  toleration  for  those  of  our  opponents. 
I  speak  of  this  point  not  as  a  partisan,  but  as  an 
American.  I  cannot  be  deterred,  by  the  fear 
of  being  termed  a  flatterer,  from  doing  justice  to 
any  man.  I  ask  gentlemen  how  they  can  hope 
that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  charges? 
We  are  told  it  is  to  inform  the  people  of 
the  dangers  they  have  passed — of  the  con- 
spiracies against  their  liberties  that  have  been 
exploded.  Why,  sir,  Cicero  himself  would  not 
have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  all  power  to  injure.  The  people 
of  this  country  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching which  is  to  separate  them  from  him 
who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their  highest  confi- 
dence, stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  denun- 
ciations. Not  while  one  spark  of  gratitude 
remains  will  they  refuse  to  shield  him.  They 
will  be  seen  protecting  him  from  the  flames  of 
political  persecutions ;  they  will  be  the  first  to 
rescue  him — the  patriot  who  has  led  their 
armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to 
their  Union — from  the  ignominy  of  being  placed 
in  the  same  niche  of  immortal  infamy  with  a 
Oommodus  or  a  Severus. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  approaching 
administration  will  be  brought  into  power  by 
the  vilest  means  ;  that  it  is  the  triumph  of  the 
Now  York  system.  I  find  that  it  is  the  fashion 
of  the  hour  to  refer  to  that  State.  Her  im- 
mense resources,  her  natural  and  artificial  ad- 
vantages, are  paraded  to  excite  ajealousy  against 
her  interests  and  her  sons.  Is  this  the  spirit 
in  which  this  Union  was  framed,  or  can  be 
maintained  ?    Why,  to  secure  a  petty  triumph 


of  party,  is  this  efi'ort  made  to  array  se« 
tion  against  section.  State  against  State?  In 
sorrow,  not  in  anger,  have  I  heard  the  charges 
made  against  that  State.  I  have  witnessed  the 
efforts  to  injure  her  fair  fame  ;  but  still  I  look 
upon  my  native  State  with  pride.  Not  one 
particle  of  her  reputation  is  yet  tarnished. 
That  State  can  look  back  upon  the  past  with 
high  satisfaction,  and  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  the  brightest  anticipations.  What, 
sir,  has  been  her  system?  She  has  had  "a 
giant's  strength,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a 
giant."  She  stands  erect  in  the  consciousness 
of  her  sacrifices  to  the  independence,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these 
States.  She  presents  to  you  her  Saratoga,  as 
her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  Revolution.  Every  point  of  her  whole 
frontier  is  the  theatre  of  resistance  to  the  in- 
vasion of  a  savage  or  a  civilized  foe.  In  peace, 
as  in  war,  no  sordid  policy  has  characterized 
her  course.  I  challenge  gentlemen  to  point 
out  in  the  votes  of  her  Representatives  here,  or 
in  the  legislation  of  the  State,  any  disposition 
to  elevate  that  State  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  interests  of  any  section  of  this 
confederacy.  Her  history  contains  not  a  single 
line  for  which  one  of  her  sons  need  blush. 
Proud  of  her  history,  proud  of  her  enterprise, 
for  one,  I  would,  in  the  language  of  one  who 
has  given  glory,  not  only  to  that  State,  but  to 
the  whole  confederqipy,  as  soon  forget  the 
mother  that  gave  me  birth,  as  that  State  the 
trophies  of  whose  systems  may  be  seen  in  the 
unrivalled  prosperity  of  her  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants. The  power  she  wields  was  never  exer- 
cised for  oppression.  Mighty  she  has  been, 
but  none  have  been  more  meek.  To  be  the 
equal,  not  the  superior,  of  her  sister  States,  has 
ever  been  her  object.  Gratitude  demands  this 
humble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  much ; 
and  justice  requires  that  her  character  should 
not  be  misrepresented. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
offered  a  resolution,  and  opened  a  debate, 
should  be  indulged  in  replying  to  members  who 
had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  his  debate. 
He  had  intended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indul- 
gence, but  now  the  previous  question  was 
forced  upon  the  House.  Now,  it  appeared, 
gentlemen  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion ;  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save  the  adminis- 
tration party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would 
ask,  however,  and  he  would  thank  gentlemen 
to  answer  him,  whether  they  could  now  relievo 
themselves  from  this  odious  imputation — an 
imputation  which  they  deserve.  I  tell  you  and 
the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
asking  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two 
years.  And  how  far  are  we  now  from  the 
end  of  the  session  ?  Within  six  weeks  of  the 
end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  a  sufiicient  space  of  time 
to  investigate  the  huge,  the  mammoth  opera- 
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#ons  of  this  corrupt  and  profligate  administra- 
fion.  Six  weelcs,  sir.  I  have  been  detained 
two  weeks  at  home,  detained  by  the  state  of 
the  weather,  and  I  find,  on  my  return,  that  the 
administration  has  already  carried  out  their 
own  work  for  me,  by  whicli  I  am  detained  from 
ten  until  nearly  midnight  in  wading  through 
one  branch  of  this  investigation. 

Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this 
Herculean  task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  your 
candor,  all  your  plans,  and  all  your  honesty. 
Make  the  most  of  it.  Go,  with  a  blush  on 
your  cheeks,  without  shame  or  confusion,  be- 
fore the  people,  and  tell  them  this  1 

I  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call — yeas  94, 
nays  51. 

Mr.  MoRGA-N  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  taking  the  main  question ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  121, 
nays  52. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  now  be  put. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  original  resolution  of  Mr. 
Wise,  reported  therefrom,  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  165,  nays  9. 


Wednesday,  January  18. 

Crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives certain  communications  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

They  relate  to  the  difficulties  which  have  been  in- 
terposed, under  the  existing  laws,  in  bringing  to  con- 
viction and  punishment  the  supposed  incendiaries  of 
the  Treasury  buildings  in  the  year  1833. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  dis- 
connected with  the  Government,  which  were  still 
longer  concealed,  and  to  screen  some  of  which  for- 
ever was  probably  a  principal  inducement  to  the 
burning  of  the  buildings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend a  revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject.  I  do 
this  with  a  wish  not  only  to  render  the  punishment 
hereafter  more  severe  for  the  wanton  destruction 
of  the  public  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely  the 
statute  of  limitation  in  all  criminal  cases  except  small 
misdemeanors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a  party  to 
avail  himself  of  its  benefits  during  the  period  the 
commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  the 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  per- 
petrated the  offisnce. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  Congress  that  the  exposed 
state  of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof 
buildings,  imperatively  requires  the  most  ample  rem- 
edies for  their  protection,  and  the  greatest  vigilance 
and  fidelity  in  all  officers,  whether  executive  or  judi- 


cial, in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  the  real  of. 
fenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  de- 
plorable situation  which  depends  quite  as  much  on 
accident  and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  safety. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
January  17,  183Y. 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Washington,  December  21,  1836. 

Sir  :  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of 
this  day,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
by  the  court  to  the  jury,  on  the  act  of  1790,  on  the 
trial  of  Richard  H.  White. 

I  understand  that  the  only  juror  who  held  out  for 
acquitting  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  his  guilt,  but 
refused  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this  in- 
struction as  to  the  limitations.  It  is  certainly  iiighly 
necessary  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  from  operating  in  the 
cases  where  the  proper  officers  of  Government  did 
not  know,  and  could  not  by  due  diligence  have 
known,  by  whom  the  offences  were  committed. 
One  or  two  cases  similar  to  the  present  have  occurred 
heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  which  this  defence 
has  been  sustained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  KET,  U.  S.  Att'y  D.  0. 

The  Message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
referred,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


Monday,  January  23. 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  and 
memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  presented  by  different 
members,  and  were  immediately  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to 
take  up  and  decide  on  the  objection  raised  to 
the  reception  of  the  petition,  presented  by  him- 
self, from  Lydia  Lewis  and  others,  (and  subse- 
quently returned  to  him,)  praying  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  said  the  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  covered  all  these  cases.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  might  send  his 
petition  to  the  Chair,  and  it  would  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  did  not  doubt  his  right  to 
send  the  petition  to  the  Chair.  The  Speaker 
had  decided  heretofore  that  the  petition  was 
not  in  the  possession,  of  the  House.  Mr.  A. 
now  wished  for  a  decision  on  the  question  of 
receiving  the  petition,  which,  on  the  journal, 
appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  might  pre- 
sent his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chair,  to  be 
disposed  of  under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  Ms  intention  to 
send  it  again  to  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  said  then  there  was  nothing  be- 
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fore  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  was  out  of 
order. 

[Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  great  number  of 
similar  petitions ;  all  of  which  were  laid  on  the 
table.] 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition  which  he 
thought  oojild  not  be  included  in  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House.  It  was  a  petition 
from  fifty-four  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the 
protection  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  dec- 
laration of  independence.  There  was  nothing 
about  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  it. 
He  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

The  Speakeb  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  but 
the  Chair  did  not.  If  the  petition  related  to 
the  subject  of  slavery,  it  must  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Huntsman  thought  the  Speaker  should 
read  the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Pauker  insisted  that  the  only  way  of  ar- 
riving at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read 
its  contents. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  the  order  of  the  House  de- 
clares that  the  petition  shall  not  be  read. 

The  Speaker.  Then  the  gentleman  admits 
that  it  relates  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  thing. 
I  have  presented  the  petition  in  the  form  re- 
quired by  the  rule,  by  giving  a  brief  statement 
of  its  contents. 

The  Speaker  looked  for  a  moment  into  the 
body  of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  fell  clearly  within  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  demanded  the  judgment  of  the 
House  whether  this  petition  should  be  received 
and  read  or  not. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  petition  spoke  of 
the  absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  who  were  claimed  as 
property.  In  his  opinion  it  was  embraced 
within  the  order. 

_  Mr.  PiNOKNET  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  appeal. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  demand — yeas 
80,  nays  51. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the 
House  ?  "  was  taken,  and  carried — yeas  170, 
nays  3. 


Wednesday,  January  25. 

Admission  of  Michigan. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 


into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States." 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Mann 
of  New  York. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand — yeas  84, 
nays  67 ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  put — 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  had  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive on  the  seconding  the  previous  question. 
But  now  the  position  of  the  bill  had  been 
changed,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
fuse to  order  that  the  main  question  be  now 
put.  If  that  was  done,  the  farther  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  The  bill  would  be  open  for  discus- 
sion after  it  has  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  By  ordering  the 
main  question,  the  House  wiU  not  close  the  de- 
bate, but  it  will  signify  a  willingness  to  take 
the  bill  as  it  is,  without  further  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  140,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J. 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  J.  Garland,  E. 
Garland,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Harri- 
son, A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
derson, Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  E.  M'. 
Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann, 
Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McComas,  Mo- 
Kay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Eey- 
nolds,  Joseph  Eeynolds,  Eichardson,  Eogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Yell— 140. 

Nats. — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Channey, 
Chetwood,  Darlington,  Dawsen,  Deberry,  Elmore, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  ■  Hardin,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hopkins,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jarvis, 
Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
McCarty,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  J. 
A.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Eeed, 
Bencher,  Eussell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Steele,  Storer,  Talia- 
ferro, W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise,  Young— 57. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

It  was  read  accordingly,  and  passed  by  the 
same  vote,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  members 
who  had  left  the  House. 
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Feidat,  January  27. 
Bepresentative  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  Isaac  E.  Oeaet, 
■who  was  in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, and  whose  credentials  were  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  qualified. 

Objection  being  made,  and  a  debate  com- 
mencing, the  previous  question  was  called,  and 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  put,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  150,  nays  32. 

So  the  House  decided  that  Isaac  E.  Ceaet 
be  now  qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Ceaet  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Michigan. 


Monday,  January  30. 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
a  number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery — 
some  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  some  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories ;  some  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  internal  coasting  slave- 
trade  ;  and  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
portation of  slaves  to  Texas,  or  to  the  domin- 
ions of  any  foreign  power.  He  was  under  the 
necessity  of  presenting  these  petitions  separate- 
ly and  distinctly,  as  they  came  partly  from  his 
constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  He  asked  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petition- 
ers to  have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished 
that  the  request  might  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, and  that  he  might  have  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  He  therefore  submitted  his  request  or 
motion ;  upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  44,  nays  124. 

So  the  House  would  not  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  A.  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Young 
Men's  Abolition  Society  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the  re- 
cognition of  Texas.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  131,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented,  in  succession, 
thirteen  or  fourteen  additional  memorials  and 
petitions  on  the  same  subject,  praying  against 
the  coasting  slave-trade,  the  exportation  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  &c.  Each  petition  was  imme- 
diately, under  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Por  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading ; 
which,  under  the  rule,  was  refused  by  the 
Chair ;  and  against  each  decision  of  the  Chair 
Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the  House. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Cushman  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table ;  and  in  this  manner 
all  wore  disposed  of. 

A  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Kentucky, 


in  favor  of  aid  and  support  being  extended  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  being  presented  by 
Mr.  Calhooit,  Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  me- 
morial be  read ;  which  having  been  done,  Mr. 
A.  made  some  remarks  in  the  view  that,  as  this 
memorial  related  to  slavery,  it  should  meet 
with  the  same  treatment  which  his  own  peti- 
tions had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Meeoee  in.  fa- 
vor of  the  petition,  the  motion  was  put,  and 
lost  by  a  great  majority  against  it. 


Tuesday,  January  81. 

Mr  Alfoed,  member  elect  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 


TntTESDAY,  February  2. 
Navy  Appropriation  Bill — Exploring  Expedi- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  'Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattow  in  the  ■ 
chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  explained  that  the  principal 
increase  in  this  biU  above  that  of  thelast  year  was 
in  consequence  of  the  equipping  the  exploring 
expedition ;  besides  this,  there  was  an  appro- 
priation for  fitting  out  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania  and  two  sloops  of  war. 

The  first  clause  was  read,  as  follows : 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and 
petty  officers,  and  of  seamen,  $2,434,886." 

Mr.  Jaevis  said  that  as  in  the  first  item  was 
included  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  which  seemed  about  to  be  carried 
to  an  extent  which  he  did  not  think  necessary, 
or  that  the  country  would  justify,  he  should 
move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  would  be 
taken  up  to-day,  and  he  had  left  his  estimates 
for  the  reduction  at  home.  He  would,  how- 
ever, venture  to  move  a  reduction  of  $150,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of 
which  the  pay  would  be  about  one-third ;  and 
before  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  he 
should  be  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  reductions 
which  were  necessary,  and  would  correct  the 
bill  accordingly,  provided  the  committee  agreed 
with  him  in  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of 
diminishing  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  objected  to  the  employment  of 
so  large  a  vessel  as  the  frigate  'Macedonian  on 
the  exploring  expedition,  on  account  of  her  un- 
fitness for  the  purpose  and  the  great  increase 
of  expense.  He  said  we  ought  not  to  think  so 
highly  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we  could 
not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations ; 
and  went  on  to  recapitulate  the  scale  of  the  ex- 
ploring expeditions  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 
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He  adduced  the  testimony  of  Captain  Cook, 
who,  before  he  departed  upon  his  third  expedi- 
tion, that  ended  so  fatally  to  himself,  bequeath- 
ed, as  a  legacy  to  the  world,  his  opinions  on 
this  subject.  That  great  navigator  contended 
that  large  vessels  were  unfit  for  the  business ; 
that  the  vessels  must  be  of  a  light  draught  of 
water ;  of  a  construction,  that  would  take  the 
ground  easily,  and  that  might  be  hove  down 
whenever  and  wherever  it  might  be  necessary 
to  examine  their  bottoms.  The  vessels  he  re- 
commended were  the  north  country  colliers,  of 
from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred 
tons  burden.  These  were  the  descriptions  of 
vessels  in  which  he  had  performed  his  two 
voyages,  and  was  about  to  undertake  a  third ; 
and  he  distinctly  says  that  a  forty-gun  ship 
would  be  too  large.  Yet  we  are  about  to  send 
out  a  frigate  mounting  forty-nine  guns.  He  re- 
peated the  assertion  of  Oook,  that  no  captain 
could  discharge  his  duty  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ploring expedition  in  a  vessel  of  this  description 
without  too  great  hazard  to  the  safety  of  his 
ship  and  of  his  crew.  It  might  be  urged  that 
increased  experience  had  shown  that  Oook  was 
in  error ;  but,  so  far  was  this  from  being  the 
fact,  it  was  well  known  that  the  latest  expedi- 
tions of  France  and  Great  Britain  had  been 
performed  by  still  smaller  vessels.  The  Chan- 
ticleer was  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tons,  and  had  between  fifty  and  sixty  men  ; 
and  the  Astrolabe,  of  whose  voyage  so  splendid 
an  account  had  been  published  by  the  French 
Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  with  a  crew 
consisting  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including 
officers  and  men  of  science.  The  whole  number 
of  her  scientific  corps  consisted  of  two  surgeons 
of  the  navy  and  one  draughtsman,  while  ours 
was  to  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  which  (Mr. 
J.  said)  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  found  equal 
in  number,  if  not  In  science,  to  the  corps  of 
savans  that  Bonaparte  took  with  him  to  Egypt. 
The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Mr.  J.  said,)  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain  their  views, 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion — high  and  low, 
young  and  old ;  however  they  might  differ  on 
other  points,  all  seemed  to  think  that  a  frigate 
was  not  the  vessel  to  be  sent.  If  the  squadron 
were  composed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidental 
loss  of  one  of  them  would  not  endanger  the  re- 
sult of  the  expedition ;  the  crew  might,  without 
inconvenience,  be  divided  among  the  remain- 
der;  but  if  the  frigate  were  to  meet  with  an 
accident,  and  her  three  hundred  men  were  to 
be  so  divided,  they  would  be  so  crowded  on 
board  the  small  vessels  as  to  force  them  to  re- 
turn home,  and  the  whole  object  in  view  would 
be  defeated.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  saying  that 
he  was  desirous  that  the  expedition  should  be 
crowned  with  success,  but  he  was  fearful  it 
would  only  be  covered  with  ridicule  unless  a 
change  was  made  in  its  organization ;  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevail. 
Mr.  Oambbelenu  had  made  inquiries  of  many 
practical  men,  and  some  of  the  highest  officers 
of  the  navy,  on  this  subject :  and,  from  the  in- 
Voi..  XIII.— 17 


formation  he  had  obtained  from  them,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  was  correct,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  concur  in  it,  and  reduce 
the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Phillips  said,  if  the  leading  friends  of  the 
administration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture 
of  the  question,  in  view  of  the  present  expecta- 
tion of  the  world,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
assumed  by  the  President,  were  disposed  to  in- 
terpose any  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  upon  them  be  the  responsibility  of 
its  failure ;  for  fail  it  would,  if  this  motion 
should  prevail. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kentucky,  cited  the  law 
passed  last  session  authorizing  the  President  to 
employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  such  other  smaller 
vessels  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  expedi- 
tion, appropriating  $150,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  had  done  the  President  and  heads  of  De- 
partments injustice.  Mr.  A.  entreated  gentle- 
men to  withdraw  the  motion  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation. He  did  not  consider  it  too  large 
for  the  objects  to  be  obtained.  He  would  vote 
three  times  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
because  it  was  his  hope  that  this  expedition 
would  shed  honor  on  the  American  character, 
instead  of  holding  it  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  Vinton  said,  we  have  passed  the  law  di- 
recting the  exploring  expedition  to  be  sent, 
and,  for  one,  he  wished  the  responsibility  of  its 
proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Executive, 
where  it  belonged,  and  not  upon  this  House. 
Mr.  V.  said  that  in  respect  to  himself  he  could 
say  with  perfect  truth  that  he  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the. details  and  preparations  necessary 
for  such  a  voyage  ;  he  did  not,  therefore,  wisb 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volunteering  any 
directions  respecting  them.  The  gentleman 
predicts  a  failure  of  this  expedition  if  conducted 
upon  the  present  plan ;  but  is  not  the  hazard 
of  failure  greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to 
interfere  and  direct  a  new  plan?  From  the 
moment  we  interfere,  the  Secretary  is  relieved 
of  all  responsibility ;  and  in  case  of  failure  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  acquir- 
ed the  enviable  reputation  of  having  procured 
for  itself  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized 
world  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  directing  the 
expedition,  and  then  of  having  disappointed  the 
high  hopes  everywhere  entertained  of  it,  by  vol- 
unteering its  interference  in  the  details  of  the 
enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  had  no 
doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Without  pretending  to  know  which  was  the 
most  suitable  for  this  service,  a  frigate  or  a 
sloop  of  war,  yet  he  thought  in  one  important 
respect  at  least  the  fonner  was  preferable  to 
the  latter.  Mr.  V.  said  that  he  had  occasional- 
ly seen  statements  of  the  extent  and  operations 
of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
which  to  him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was 
carried  on  in  a  region  where  all  the  inhabitants. 
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are  barbarians ;  our  merchants,  in  tbeir  inter- 
course with  them,  were  subjected  to  perpetual 
vigilance  against  surprise  and  violence,  and, 
after  all,  accounts  are  by  no  means  uncommon 
of  attacks,  murders  of  our  seamen,  and  even  of 
captures  of  ships  with  their  cfews.  On  these 
occasions  the  most  shodiing  barbarities  are 
usually  committed.  Now,  these  people,  whose 
lives  and  property  are  thus  perilled,  constitute 
a  part  of  the  sum  total  of  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  nation.  The  Government  is 
bound  to  give  them  every  reasonable  protec- 
tion. For  one,  Mr.  Y.  said,  he  was  willing  to 
aiford  that  protection  to  American  capital  and 
enterprise,  without  stopping  to  inquire  what  re- 
gion of  the  globe  was  the  theatre  of  their  ope- 
rations. All  barbarians  entertain  very  extrava- 
gant ideas  of  their  own  power,  and  very  con- 
temptible notions  of  the  power  of  those  who 
have  not  made  before  their  eyes  a  display  of 
superior  power.  It  must  of  necessity  be  so, 
since  their  whole  stock  of  knowledge,  from 
which  to  make  their  comparisons,  consists  of 
what  they  know  of  themselves  and  see  of 
others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch 
for  our  merchant  vessels ;  and,  never  having 
seen  any  thing  else,  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  ships  of  superior  force.  They 
therefore  attack  our  vessels  without  fear  of  fu- 
ture 'chastisement.  The  display  before  them 
of  a  frigate  would  undeceive  them,  give  them 
new  ideas  of  our  power,  and  cause  them  to  hes- 
itate before  making  an  attack  on  our  merchant- 
men, for  fear  of  future  punishment.  It  is  in 
pursuance  of  this  policy  we  have  spent  millions 
of  dollars  in  stationing  military  posts  and  mak- 
ing military  displays  in  the  presence  of  the  In- 
dians, far  in  the  interior,  solely  with  a  view  to 
impress  them  with  an  idea  of  our  power,  and 
thus  so  far  overawe  them  as  to  give  security  to 
the  weak  and  powerless  of  our  people  who 
have  intercourse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  defending  their  persons  or  property.  Mr. 
V.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  sending  out 
of  a  frigate  was  only  an  extension  of  our  exist- 
ing and  long-established  policy  to  the  barba- 
I'ians  in  the  South  Sea  islands,  with  whom  our 
people  are  brought  into  intercourse.  The  small 
vessels  will  perform  the  explorations,  while  the 
frigate  would  perform  the  equally  important 
duty  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the  natives 
for  wrongs  already  done,  and  promising  them 
punishment  for  those  they  may  in  future  com- 
mit ;  and  in  many  other  respects  greatly  facili- 
tate the  labors  to  be  performed  by  the  squadron. 
If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of  this  subject, 
he  should  nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Executive  should  be  left  untrammelled 
in  directing  the  outfit  and  conduct  of  this  im- 
portant expedition.  Mr.  V.  said  he  could  not 
suppress  the  expression  of  some  surprise  at  the 
course  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Jaevis) 
bad  taken,  i-ecplleoting,  as  he  did,  that  at  the 
last  session  thd'sa!ibe  gentleman  was  opposed  to 
the  expedition,  because  not  only  the  equipment, 


but  even  the  sending  it  out  at  all,  had  not  been 
left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Executive.  At 
present,  he  would  have  this  House  to  interpose 
its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  same  Execu- 
tive what  class  of  vessels  should  be  employed ! 
He,  (Mr.  V.,)  of  course,  had  no  right  to  impugn 
men's  motives,  nor  did  he ;  but  still  he  could 
not  regard  those  who  wished  to  derange  the 
organization  at  present  agreed  upon  as  very 
friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 

The  expedition  was,  as  he  had  said,  honor- 
able to  our  national  character ;  would  be  so  re- 
garded abroad  and  at  home ;  was  expedient, 
for  wise  purposes  connected  with  our  great 
commercial  interests ;  would  add  much  to  va- 
rious departments  of  human  knowledge;  and 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  amply 
provided  for  by  Congress.  It  had,  he  believed, 
received  the  individual  support  of  the  delega- 
tion in  Congress  from  Ohio,  and  would  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Beiggs  said  it  was  evident  that  they 
could  not  get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and 
he  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 


Eeidat,  February  3. 
Mrs.  Susan  Decatur. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  granting  a  pension  to  Susan 
Decatur,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  De- 
catur. 

"  Hesolved  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  CoTigress 
assembled,  That  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the 
late  Commodore  S.  Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy 
pension  fund  a  pension  for  five  years,  commendng 
from  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  concerning  naval  pensions  and 
the  navy  pension  fund,  passed  30th  June,  1834 ;  the 
said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  responsibilities 
on  account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  husband ;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the  death 
or  marriage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  ■Washington  to 
amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  the  said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  re- 
sponsibilities on  account  of  the  debts  of  her 
late  husband,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following :  "  and  that  she  be  allowed,  from  said 
fund,  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captain  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur 
to  the  30th  June,  1834,  together  with  the  pen- 
sion hereby  allowed  her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Meeoee,  and  accepted  by  Mr. 
W. :  "  And  that  the  arrearage  of  said  pension 
be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur."  _ 

Mr.  'Whittlksbt,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  commit 
the' resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs ;  which  was  lost.  •  3''* 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Washington  was  then 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


259 


Febeuakt,  1837.]        Scene  in  a  Committee  Room — Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  and  Whitney. 


[H.  OP  E. 


agreed  to ;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was 
then  engrossed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurreuce. 


Saturday,  February  4. 

Scene  in  a  Committee  Room — Messrs.  Peyton, 

Wise,  and   Whitney :   Statements  of  Messrs. 

Peyton  and  Wise. 

Mr.  Peyton  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  notice  a  matter  personal  to  himself, 
which  had  appeared  in  the  official  journal  of 
this  morning. 

Leave  being  given, 

Mr.  Peyton  said :  The  House  would  bear 
him  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  annoying  them  with  matters  personal  to  him- 
self, which  occurred  out  of  doors.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bound  to  request  a  moment's  in- 
dulgence, not  so  much  on  his  own  individual 
account,  as  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  (Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which 
had  appeared  in  the  Globe  of  this  morning, 
which  was  as  follows : 

"  If  this  statement  be  true,  or  even  approach  the 
truth,  it  is  evident  that  a  gross  outrage  was  com- 
mitted by  Mr.  Peyton  towards  a  witness  summoned 
to  testify  before  the  committee,  and  therefore  under 
its  protection ;  and  an  act  of  such  disrespect  to  the 
committee  itself  as  should  have  subjected  Mr.  Pey- 
ton to  its  severest  censure." 

The  statement  of  Whitney  alluded  to  was  not 
only  untrue,  but  it  did  not  even  approach  the 
truth.  In  answer  to  it,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  do  than  simply  to  state  to 
the  House  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  they  appeared 
upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

It  would  he  sufficient  to  state  that  his  friend 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Hamee,)  though  differing  from 
him  (Mr.  P.)  in  politicSj  moved,  on  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  occurrence  in  question,  a  resolution 
of  censure  against  Reuben  M.  Whitney  for  in- 
sulting him,  (Ml-.  P.,)  which  passed  unanimously. 
The  committee  had  authorized  him  (Mr.  P.)  to 
publish  this  resolution,  which  he  would  lay  be- 
fore the  House. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation, J.  Garland,  Chairman. 

Wednesday  January  25,  183T. 

"By  Mr.  VEYiot!.— Question  15.  Did  you  re- 
ceive any  letter  of  recommendation  from  Eon-er  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  en- 
courage you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated, 
or  did  ho  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  ? 

"Mr.  WauiiEY.— Answer.  I  decline  answering 
this  interrogatory;  more  particularly  as  the  indi- 
vidual propounding  it  has  asserted,  positively  and 
publicly,  that  the  substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is 
true,  beginning  with  'or  did  he,'  &c. ;  therefore, 
being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has  made 
the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

"  The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 


"  Mr.  Hamer  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to 
the  fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witness, 
being  no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespect- 
ful to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

"  The  witness,  (E.  M.  Whitney,)  immediately  after 
the  passing  of  this  resolution,  was  brought  into  the 
committee  room,  out  of  which  he  had  been  sent,  and 
the  resolution  of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (E.  M. 
Whitney,)  and  his  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He 
(E.  M.  Whitney)  apologized  to  the  committee,  and 
took  back  his  answer ;  after  which  he  peaceably  an- 
swered the  next  question  which  was  propounded 
to  him,  and  such  as  before  he  had  most  indecorously 
refused  to  answer.  This  statement  of  the  simple  fact 
would  at  once  show  who  was  wrong  in  the  occur- 
rence referred  to  ;  it  would  show  the  unanimous  de- 
cision of  the  committee  to  be  that  the  witness  was 
wrong,  and  his  subsequent  apology  was  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  it." 

Having  stated  this  much,  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
flattered  himself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the 
charges  implied  in  the  Globe  and  other  papers, 
perhaps  it  might  not  be  unnecessary  to  relate 
what  was  the  actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Gaelakd,)  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whit- 
ney with  as  much  courtesy  as  he  would  have 
shown  even  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall  himself, 
if  he  had  been  alive  and  there;  and  for  him 
(Mr.  P.)  to  do  so,  when  the  course  and  conduct 
of  the  man  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  was  considered,  it 
required  on  his  part  no  little  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy.    He,  (Mr.  P.,)  however,  had  done  so. 

Prom  the  time  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney) 
first  came  into  the  committee  room,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
had  put  about  sixty  questions  in  regular  succes- 
sion, and  at  diflferent  times,  to  all  of  which  he 
could  not  get  more  than  ten  or  twelve  answers ; 
the  witness  threw  them  off  contemptuously, 
denouncing  them  as  inquisitorial ;  and  this  con- 
temptuous course  he  (Whitney)  repeated  day 
after  day,  and  night  after  night.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  feelings  which  prompted  his  (Mr. 
P.'s)  course,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his 
insolence  he  made  a  miscalculation,  and  went 
at  length  too  far ;  no  doubt  he  imagined  that 
because  his  card  in  the  Globe  had  not  been 
noticed  by  me,  therefore  I  was  to  be  insulted 
with  impunity.  On  the  night  of  the  occurrence 
(said  Mr.  P.)  I  put  to  him  a  question.  In  order 
to  draw  from  him  the  truth  of  my  statement 
which  he  carded  me  for  making ;  the  question 
related  to  Mr.  Taney's  refusal  to  countenance 
him ;  but,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  witness 
would  not  answer,  affirming  that  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  from  me  proof  of  this  matter,  as  I 
had  stated  it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I  suffered  this 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  both  because 
he  was  a  witness,  and  because  I  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  personal  altercation  with  one  who  is 
as  completely  shielded  from  the  notice  of  all 
honorable  men  by  his  infamy  as  a  mad  dog  is 
by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he  accompanied 
that  answer  with  a  scowl,  a  frown,  an  insulting 
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look  of  defiance,  directed  boldly  to  me  person- 
ally, whioh  perhaps  no  one  else  then  saw.     I 
appealed,  sir,  immediately  to  the  Ohair,  to  know 
if  the  witness  should  be  permitted  to  insult  me ; 
I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I  would  teach  him 
better  than  to  insult  me ;  that  I  would  let  him 
know  that  I  required  no  constitutional  privilege 
to  chastise  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  me ;  that, 
if  he  did,  I  would  put  him  to  death  on  the  spot. 
Sir,  I  used  language  which  was  harsh,  for  I  was 
excited,  as  any  man  would  have  been  who  has 
a  soul  within  him  fit  to  be  saved.     The  Ohair 
called  to  order,  and  I  took  my  seat.     He  says 
I  drew  a  pistol  upon  him ;  it  is  false.     After  I 
sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  again ;  I  walked 
to  him  again,  and  he,  at  that  moment,  seemed 
as  if  he  was  about  to  use  a  weapon;  he  had  his 
hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I  walked  up  to 
him,  I  put  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  I  drew 
nothing  from  it ;   every  one  present  believed, 
from  his  attitude,  be  was  armed  with  deadly 
weapons.     My  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise) 
interposed ;  the  witness  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
committee  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  cen- 
suring his  insulting  behavior.     As  soon  as  I 
could,  sir,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due 
to  the  committee,  for  having  been  transported 
by  such  provocation  to  lose  the  momentary 
command  of  my  temper.    The  witness,  on  being 
again  brought  into  the  room,  apologized  for  the 
insult,  and  was  afterwards,  as  he  had  been  by 
me  before,  treated  with  perfect  respect,  as  due 
to  his  position  as  a  witness.     I  think,  sir,  this 
explanation  and  statement  of  the  facts  is  due  to 
the  committee  and  to  the  House ;  the  prompt 
course  adopted  by  the  committee  is  alone  a 
sufficient  refutation   of   the    false    statements 
which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
sary.  I  knew  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  I 
felt  what  was  due  to  myself.   I  do  not  envy,  sir, 
that  wretch  his  callousness   and  insensibility, 
who,  when  assailed  by  a  rufiian,  would  not,  with- 
out regard  to  who  he  is,  resist,  if  necessary, 
force  by  force.    Grateful  to  the  House  for  the 
indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  I  shall 
not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 
Mr.  PBYTOiS',  having  concluded,  then  resumed 
his  seat. 

The  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speaker :  I  request  the  same  indulgence 
that  has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Peyton  ;)  I  request  the  indulgence 
not  so  much  on  my  own  account,  personally,  as 
in  respect  to  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  I  wish  to  show  how  the  proceedings 
of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresented 
and  belied  by  that  infamous  wretch  who  has 
published  his  card  in  the  Globe.  From  the  first 
moment  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  came  before  the 
committee,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  in  what 
his  examination  might  result  before  its  termina- 
tion. It  may  have  been  imagination,  but  I  an- 
ticipated liis  intentions  from  the  start.  He  was 
evidently  disposed  to  try  my  friend  from  Ten- 


nessee and  myself.     He  had  felt  his  way,  for 
some  time  before,  in  the  Globe.     He  tried  our 
patience  there  by  attempting  to  draw  our  atten- 
tion towards  him  by  his  insulting  cards  and 
paragraphs.     We  both  had  failed  to  take  any 
notice  of  him ;  we  could  not  recognize  him  as 
a  gentleman  in  any  respect.     His  behavior  and 
manner,  when  he  came  before  the  committee 
was  that  of  a  supercilious,  self-important,  coa- 
tumacions,  and  contemptuous  witness.    His  an- 
swers to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  his  answer  at  the  table,  and 
then,  with  an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance, 
would  fold  his  arms,  cock  np  his  legs  against 
the  wall,  and  cast  glances,  full  of  defiance  and 
expressive  of  contempt,  at  me  and  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  as  if  anxious  to  insult  us  by  his 
looks.     To  all  this  behavior,  sir,  not  a  remark 
was  applied;   no  notice  of  his  insolence  was 
taken ;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure 
and  decent  respect,  until,  emboldened  by  our 
forbearance,    he   went   further ;    he   behaved 
worse ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  being  per- 
sonal in  his  answer.     His  course,  I  think,  was 
tentative ;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might 
dare  to  go.     The  night  this  occurrence  happen- 
ed, I  was  sitting,  with  several  of  my  colleagues 
of  the  committee,  on  a  sofa  in  a  corner  of  the 
room,  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  conversmg 
in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a  way  certainly  verj 
agreeable  to  myself,  telling  anecdotes  in  whis- 
pers.    The  silence  which  reigned  was  broken 
only  at  intervals  by  the'annnnciation  of  an  in- 
terrogatory, or  the  reading  of  an  answer.    The 
answer  to  the  question,  which  caused  the  affray 
was  announced ;  the  attention  of  all  to  the  read- 
ing of  it  was  called.    The  witness  was  sitting  at 
a  table  in  the  corner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
fireplace  from  the  sofa ;  a  long  table  was  sitting 
in  front  of  the  fireplace ;  the  chairman  and  Mr. 
Peyton  were  sitting  on  the  side  next  the  fire, 
the  former  towards  the  end  next  the  sofa,  and 
the  latter  towards  the  end  next  the  witness. 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  table.     The  back  of  the  chairman  was  tow- 
ards me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer,  and 
Mr.  Peyton  looked  around,  it  brought  his  (Mr, 
P.'s)  full  face  towards  me.     As  soon  as  the  an- 
swer was  read,  I  looked  at  my  friend,  and  saw 
he  was  flushed  with  excitement ;  his  face  beam- 
ed with  indignation;  no  one  could  mistake  his 
feelings.     Ho  first  addressed  the  chairman,  by 
saying,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  you  distinctly 
to  inform  the  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult 
mo  here."    Ho  was  proceeding,  when  I  arose, 
and  remarked,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d d  in- 
solence of  this  witness  is  insufferable,  and  has 
been  borne  long  enough."    He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  be- 
cause it  was  "  inquisitorial ; ''  and  because  an- 
other was  "inquisitorial,"  he  declined  to  an- 
swer it,  and  had  rung  all  the  changes  upon  that 
word  till,  if  reiteration  could  convince  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  truth,  one  might  have'beheved, 
from  mere  repetition,  that  the  committee  w^ft 
what  it  has  been  denounced  to  be,  worse  than 


DEBATES  OF  CONG-KESS. 


261 


Febrdabt,  1837.]        Scene  in  a  Committee  Room — Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  and  Whitney. 


[H.  OP  R. 


a  Spanish  inquisition !  Sir,  he  had  received  his 
cue. 

But  to  proceed :  My  friend  rose  as  I  uttered 
these  words  respecting  the  witness,  put  me 
back  with  his  arm,  and  said,  "  This  is  my  busi- 
ness, "Wise;  not  yours."  And  he  walked 
straight  up  to  the  witness  where  he  sat,  and 
said  to  him  nearly  these  words — I  will  en- 
deavor to  give  his  very  words,  however  harsh : 
"  You  talk  about  my  shielding  myself  behind 
my  constitutional  privileges.  Now,  I  tell  you 
that  I  claim  no  constitutional  privileges  to  pro- 
tect me  from  your  insults  in  my  presence ;  and 
you  d d  thief  and  robber,  if  you  dare  to  in- 
sult me,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  my  face,  I  will 
put  you  to  death  on  the  spot !  "  The  chairman 
had  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had  sat  down : 
he  immediately  called  my  friend  back  to  his 
seat;  for  it  is  but  due,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the 
chairman  to  say  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  in 
all  respects,  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took 
his  seat,  when  the  witness  rose,  and  began  to 
say,  "  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  summoned  to 
appear  before  this  committee,  and  I  claim  its 

protection" He  did  not  finish  the  sentence, 

before  my  friend  rose  and  told  him  to  sit  down. 
"Sit  down,  sir!  you  have  bo  right  to  speak 
here  but  in  writing,  and  you  shall  not  utter  a 

word;  if  you  speak  another  word,  I  will" 

Sir,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 
said  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epi- 
thets, such  as  "  d d  scoundrel."  The  wit- 
ness uttered  not  a  word,  but  he  was  standing, 
and  immediately  advanced  his  left  foot,  and 
put  his  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  right 
pocket.  I  was  standing  then  immediately  be- 
hind my  friend,  and  seeing  "Whitney  assume  this 
attitude,  I  walked  quickly  around  the  end  of  the 
table,  near  to  Whitney's  left  side.  I  expected 
him  to  draw  a  deadly  weapon  on  my  friend.  I 
watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  which  could  be  seen  by  me ;  and,  had  it 
moved  one  inch,  he  had  died  upon  the  spot ! 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to 
say  that,  if  he  had  drawn  his  deadly  weapon 
on  my  friend,  it  should  never  have  done  its  ex- 
ecution. I  considered  my  friend  in  imminent 
danger,  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it — to  pre- 
vent his  life  from  being  taken  by  a  villain,  who 
wore  every  appearance  and  assumed  the  very 
attitude  of  an  insidious  assassin.  Happily  I  had 
no  occasion  to  interpose,  but  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner to  force  my  friend  away,  who  had,  seeing 
the  position  of  the  witness,  put  his  hand  in  his 
bosom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took  hold 
of  Mr.  PETTOfT,  caught  him  by  his  waistcoat, 
and  closed  it.  I  told  him  Whitney's  blood  was 
not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit  to  stain  any 
man — he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My 
friend  sat  down,  saying,  "  Yes,  he  is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults 

me.    I  would  notice  any  d d  dog !  "     The 

chairman  expostulated  with  him,  and  my  friend 
replied,  "You  have  not  seen  him,  sir;  he  has 
been  looking  at  me — looking  at  me,  sir ;  and  he 


shall  not  look  at  me  again !  I  submit  it  to  you, 
sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  him  as  if  he 
were  a  gentleman."  The  Chair  remonstrated 
against  further  disorder.  Whitney  had  not  ut- 
tered a  word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  friend 
to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  re- 
tired and  returned  to  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Hamer  had  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
requested  to  retire.  Mr.  Hamek  offered  the 
resolution  you  have  heard  read ;  it  passed  unan- 
imously ;  witness  was  called  in ;  the  chairman 
returned  him  his  offensive  answer,  and  informed 
him  of  the  resolution,  and  he  immediately  said : 
"  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespectful  to 
the  committee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize 
for  it."  The  clerk  took  down  his  words  imme- 
diately, unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and 
the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Hamer 
was  about  to  move  to  insert  the  witness's  apol- 
ogy, withdrew  his  motion,  because  the  commit- 
tee concurred  unanimously,  I  thought,  that  the 
clerk  had  correctly  recorded  it  already.  Thus 
ended  the  whole  affair. 

I  went  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Hamer,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Mr.  Fairfield,  all,  I  think,  of  the 
committee,  and  begged  them  not  to  adjourn 
until  my  friend's  excitement  entirely  subsided. 
I  suggested  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  ask 
another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee should  discharge  the  witness  before  it  ad- 
journed; so  that  Mr.  Peyton  might  become 
calm,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witness.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  success- 
fully pursued.  Whitney  came  back  into  the 
committee  room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  next 
question  propounded  in  the  only  becoming  man- 
ner he  exhibited  at  all.  Such,  sir,  is  a  true 
statement  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  such 
was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bore.  I  put  it  to  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  what 
Whitney  Las  pubhshed  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  is  correct ;  whether,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  first  denunciation  of  his  insolence, 
and  of  my  after  expression  that  he  was  not 
worthy  of  notice,  my  interposition  was  not 
peaceful.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part 
of  a  pacificator.  He  says  I  approached  him 
with  my  friend  to  ogle  him  and  frown  him 
down.  It  is  true  I  did  approach  him,  and  eye 
him,  when  I  suspected  his  design  to  draw  a 
weapon ;  I  stood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect 
my  friend ;  but  I  call  upon  every  gentleman  on 
the  committee,  of  all  parties,  friend  or  foe,  to 
say  whether  I  have  not  stated  the  facts  truly. 
I  say  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot  or  tittle,  of  the 
statement  of  that  infamous  wretch  (Whitney) 
is  true,  except  the  one  statement  of  the  ques- 
tion and  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  oc- 
curred, and  something  that  did  not  occur  at  all. 
I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
should  be  the  best  witness,  to  say  if  these  are 
not  the  facts. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was 
extremely  unpleasant  to  him  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  circumstances,  to  make  a  statement 


262 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OP  K.] 


Scene  in  a  Committee  Room — Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  and  Whitney.       [I'EBEnARy,  1837. 


in  reference  to  a  personal  controversy ;  but, 
from  the  various  hues,  in  various  directions, 
which  had  been  given  to  the  transaction  referred 
to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  "Wise,)  he  thought  it 
due  to  the  committee,  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country,  that  a  correct  statement  should  be 
made.  Mr.  G. .  said,  without  expressing  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  "  card  "  referred  to,  or 
any  oth^r  part  of  the  transaction,  he  would 
simply  say  that  the  statement  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  related  by  his  colleague  were 
substantially  correct,  and  detailed  very  much 
as  they  happened.  Some  things  stated  he  did 
not  see ;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affecting  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
narrative.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  see  the  scowl 
and  contemptuous  look  which  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  states  Mr.  "Whitney  to  have 
given  him;  his  eyes  were  turned  in  another 
direction  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have  happen- 
ed; but  he  distinctly  remembers  hearing  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complain  of  it  at  the 
time,  and  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  excite- 
ment. Mr.  G.  said  the  occurrence  was  very 
sudden,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was 
certainly  very  much  excited.  He  said  that, 
with  a  view  to  restore  quiet,  he  stated  to  Mr. 
Whitney  that  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  answer,  and  that  he  must  re- 
tire; which  he  did.  After  Mr.  "Whitney  had 
left  the  room,  Mr.  Peyton  became  more  tran- 
quil, apologized  to  the  committee,  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  very  mnch  excited  on  account 
of  the  insult  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 
given  him  in  the  answer  of  -Mr.  Whitney,  and 
the  scowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  wliich 
it  was  accompanied.  Mr.  Whitney  was  then 
called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
in  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him ;  he  then 
apologized  to  the  committee  in  the  terms  con- 
tained in  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee just  read. 

Mr.  GiLLET  said  he  rose  but  to  make  a  few 
suggestions.  The  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee,  required 
him  to  make  a  few  remarks,  lest  his  silence 
should  be  misconstrued.  It  would  be  obvious 
to  all  who  frequently  attend  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice, that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  aine  persons 
to  witness  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  giv- 
ing their  testimony  concerning  it,  though  all 
might  be  equally  and  perfectly  honest.  Each 
would  remember  the  part  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind — one  would  pay 
more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  while  an- 
other would  particularly  note  the  gestures.  He 
much  doubted  whether,  if  each  member  of  the 
committee  should  retire  to  his  room,  and  write 
out  what  he  recollected  of  the  transaction  in 
the  committee  room,  any  two  would  be  found 
to  agree  upon  the  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  much 
in  their  accounts  as  Mr.  Whitney  differed  in  his 
with  either  gentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this 
subject.  This  disagreement  of  persons  in 
their  accounts  of  what  had  transpired  was  per- 


fectly reconcilable  with  honest  intentions ;  con- 
sequently, he  should  not  impeach  the  character 
of  members  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witness 
who  was  before  them,  if  all  did  not  concur  in 
the  order  and  details  of  what  had  transpired. 
Unless  we  can  agree  among  ourselves  as  to  that 
occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
condemn  one  who  differed  no  more  from  us 
than  we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  just  come  in  from  the  committee 
room,  and  did  not  understand  how  this  discus- 
sion arose,  nor  the  precise  object  that  was  in 
view.    He  presumed  it  was  intended  to  put  tlie 
House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  accurate 
and  true  account  of  what  occurred  between  Mr. 
Pbttoit  and  Mr.  Whitney.    As  so  many  jarring 
accounts  had  gone  forth,  such  a  desire  is  not 
without  reason  in  its  favor.     He  had  not  heard 
the  accounts  given  by  those  who  preceded  him, 
and  hence  he  could  not  say  whether  those  ac- 
counts were  in  accordance  with  his  own  recol- 
lection or  not.     It  was  no  part  of  his  pm-pose 
to  express  an  opinion  at  this  time  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statements  of  others,  and  cer- 
tainly none  in  relation  to  statements  which  he 
had  heard  only  in  part.     Nor  would  he  now 
express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.     The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  had  a  day  or  two  ago  given  notice  to  the 
committee  that,  when  the  report  should  be 
made  to  the  House,  as  he  understood  him,  he 
should  bring  up  the  subject  of  that  card,  and 
should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  copies 
of  the  question  and  answer.     At  that  time,  and 
not  at  the  present,  he  expected  this  matter 
would  come  up  as  a  subject  of  discussion.    He 
thought  the  committee  had  not  generally  ex- 
pected it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  believed 
they  were  not  generally  in ;  but  if  they  were, 
he  strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members 
rising  in  their  places  and  making  verbal  reports 
of  what  they  recollected.    He  thought  it  better 
that  the  committee  should  agree  among  them- 
selves, as  far  as  they  were  capable  of  doing  so, 
as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  in  a 
tangible  and  definite  shape,  so  tliat  it  would 
command  credence  wherever  it  went.    When 
the  committee  shall  agree,  the  country  will  feel 
an   assurance  that  they  have  arrived  at  the 
truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  upon  the  facts,  how,  sir, 
are  those  who  report  what  we  now  say  to 
agree?  Will  every  reporter  and  letter-writer 
give  the  same  account  of  what  we  afiirm  in  the 
matter?  He  thought  he  hazarded  nothing  in 
saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  It 
will  be  the  same  with  others  who  hear  what 
we  now  say.  Nay,  sir,  before  we  leave  this 
House  a  difference  of  recollection  will  be  found 
to  prevail  as  to  what  we  have  said.  By  to- 
morrow we  shall  find  a  very  wide  difference  in 
this  respect.  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
these  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  they  travel,  and  all  will  remain  in 
uncertainty.  Newspaper  readers  will  fall  into 
the  errors  of  the  publishers,  and  while  one  part 
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of  the  community  will  believe  one  accomit, 
other  portions  may  equally  believe  others,  and 
all  wide  from  the  truth.  Fj'om  these,  among 
other  considerations,  he  thought  this  manner 
of  placing  this  matter  before  the  public  was 
highly  exceptionable. 

He  had  entirely  abstained  from  stating  one 
word  of  what  did  occur,  as  he  recollected  it. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  should  propose  a  reso- 
lution in  these  words : 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee,  of  which  the 
honorable  James  Gaeland  is  chairman,  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
difficulty  that  occurred  between  Mr.  Petton,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  and  Mr.  Whitney,  a  witness 
called  before  that  committee,  while  said  witness  was 
under  examination. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  House  was  desirous 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  occurrence 
referred  to  ;  but  if  it  was,  he  thought  this  would 
be  a  suitable  and  proper  manner  of  obtaining 
the  facts.  The  narrative  given  by  the  witness 
had  been,  he  understood  from  those  who  had 
listened  -to  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  ob- 
jected to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  facts,  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  statement  would  be  tested.  This 
would  be  doing  justice  to  its  author  and  to  the 
objectors.  Then  the  public  mind,  which  is 
feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  tran- 
quillized and  settled  on  one  at  least.  Continual 
talking  on  the  subject  would  no  more  settle  this 
question  than  it  had  settled  those  which  the 
committee  were  ordered  to  inquire  about. 
True,  the_  committee  cannot,  perhaps,  report 
the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principal 
actors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these 
intentions,  in  whole  or  in  part,  had  been  already 
communicated  to  the  House.  He  presumed 
those  who  had  gone  largely  into  details  did  not 
intentionally  give  more  than  what  was  recol- 
lected ;  and  he  would  say  that  he  had  not  yet 
heard  it  alleged  by  any  one  that  Mr.  Whitney's 
account  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth, 
except  in  a  single  word  in  the  relation  of  what 
he  said  after  he  returned  to  the  committee.  He 
should  not  express  any  personal  wish  as  to  the 
disposition  of  this  matter.  If  its  importance 
entitled  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
thought  the  same  reasons  would  impel  us  to 
seek  the  undisputed  truth,  and  place  it  before 
the  public;  and  by  that  let  those  who  have 
made  statements  be  judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegations  of 
others  was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The 
matter  affirmed  to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be 
misreported,  and  the  affirmation  be  made  to 
cover  statements  never  intended  to  be  vouched 
for  or  denied.  From  differences  in  recollection 
new  controversies  might  arise,  giving  birth  to 
feelings  not  to  be  designedly  promoted  by  this 
House,  and  not  productive  of  good  anywhere. 
Thus  far,  he  understood,  the  statements  of  facts 
had  been  mingled  with  mucli  other  matter  not 
well  calculated  to  enable  others  to  understand 


them.  If  the  committee  should  report  the  facts, 
they  would  not  be  interspersed  with  biting  and 
criminating  epithets  heaped  upon  the  witness, 
having  nothing  to  do  with  what  transpired  in 
the  committee  room.  He  thought  the  true  way 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  was  to  call  for  it  in  an 
authentic  form,  and  then  the  House  could  judge 
where  the  blame  ought  to  rest.  This  he  thought 
due  to  all  parties,  and  could  not  fairly  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read,  and  ask  the  House  to  adopt  it. 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  ob- 
jected to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  Wise  then  again  rose  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks, which  he  had  not  finished  before  Mr. 
GiLLET  rose.  He  said :  Sir,  in  continuation  of 
my  statement,  I  have  to  remark  that  my  friend 
from  Tennessee  is  pardonable  for  much  he  said 
and  did  on  that  occasion.  He  spoke  many 
harsh  words,  but  under  the  strongest  excite- 
ment. We  both  looked  upon  Eeuben  M.  Whit- 
ney as  a  base  minion  of  executive'  power,  who 
went  there  with  a  pre-determination  to  insult 
us.  He  came,  backed  and  endorsed,  and 
prompted  by  the  highest  authority,  to  brow- 
beat and  taunt  us,  and  to  trample  upon  the 
power  of  a  committee  constitutionally  raised  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  detect  and 
expose  his  villanous  connection  with  the  exec- 
utive branch  of  the  Government.  My  friend 
regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  agent,  a  miser- 
able tool  of  others — others  the  highest  in  power. 
It  was  too  much,  sir,  to  suffer  his  authorized 
insults.  My  friend  did  not  treat  him  as  an 
equal ;  but  he  was  transported  with  passion  at 
his  insolence  and  effrontery.  He  did  and  said 
many  things  which  became  not  himself,  but 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  as 
he  became  calm  and  cool,  he  apologized  to  the 
committee  in  the  most  respectful  terms. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gillet) 
says  that  "many  things  which  Whitney  says 
are  true."  I  repeat,  sir,  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittle,  of  his  statement,  except  the  ques- 
tion and  answer,  is  true  ;  it  is  wholly  false  in 
matter  and  manner ;  in  fact,  and  coloring,  and 
context— emphatically  false — false  in  italics! 
His  statement  as  to  his  apology  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  committee,  I  venture  to  say,  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  vouch ;  and  that 
he  makes  especially  a  marked  statement  by 
words  in  italics.  In  this  he  is  wilfully  and 
brazenly  false;  and  no  member  on  the  com- 
mittee can  endorse  his  statement.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Gillet)  says  he  will 
not  undertake  here  to  make  a  statement.  Sir, 
I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not.  I  have  my 
statement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  Gaeland,)  and  that  is  aU  I  want.  It  may 
be,  sir— I  do  not  say  it  is  so— but  it  may  be 
likely,  that  some  gentleman  who  was  present  so 
lost  his  wits  on  the  occasion  that  he  could  not 
make  a  statement  if  he  were  to  try  I  Now,  it 
is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my  friend 
in  a  resolution  with  that  of  E.  M.  Whitney. 
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I  hope,  sir,  the  House  will  not  so  degrade  my 
friend,  by  the  association  even  of  names. 
What !  couple  the  name  of  a  yillain,  pensioned 
for  his  perjury,  with  the  name  of  Balib  Peyton, 
in  the  same  resolution !  Sir,  if  you  had  been 
present  and  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night, 
you  would  have  been  struck  with  the  immense 
difference  between  the  two  men.  I  will  tell 
you  what  you  would  have  seen :  you  would 
have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an  honest, 
bold,  courageous,  manly,  noble  disposition, 
above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dis- 
honest wretch !  That,  sir,  was  the  only  spec- 
tacle you  would  have  seen.  And  I  say,  sir,  let 
those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirits  then  present 
be  respectively  consorted  together  and  assimi- 
lated to  each  other ! 

Mr.  Hambe  (a  member  of  the  committee) 
said  that  he  should  not  detain  the  House  with 
any  remarks  of  his,  were  it  not  for  an  observa- 
tion that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Pbyton,)  and  had  been  repeated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  last  occupied 
the  floor,  (Mr.  Wise.)  They  had  stated  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  notified  the 
members  of  the  committee,  that  when  this 
subject  came  before  the  House,  he  would  call 
upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney's  card 
false  in  every  part,  except  so  much  as  related  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr. 
H.)  now  remained  silent,  after  what  had  oc- 
curred, it  might  be  inferred  that  he  had  borne 
testimony  to  the  falsehood  so  charged.  He  did 
not  intend  that  any  such  inference  should  be 
drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Gillbt,)  that  no  nine  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  present  at  an  affair  of 
this  kind  could  be  found,  who  would  afterwards 
state  all  the  details  alike ;  and  at  this  time  he 
would  not  go  into  details.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney's 
"card,"  he  would  neither  pronounce  it  true 
nor  false.  He  had,  as  he  stated  in  conversation 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  other 
day,  read  it  but  hastily,  when  it  first  appeared ; 
and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  it 
since.  But,  as  he  was  up,  he  would  say  that, 
without  going  into  particulars,  the  outlines  of 
the  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
were  substantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what 
had  been  his  own  course  in  the  matter.  When 
the  excitement  took  place,  and  the  honorable 
chairman  called  "  order,"  he  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and 
commenced  making  a  speech,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  aid  the  chairman  in  producing 
order  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued  upon 
the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, until  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  committee.  He  thought  the 
resolution  due  to  the  committee,  due  to  the 
individual  member  involved,  and  due  to  the 
witness  himself,  who  had  in  some  measure  pro- 
voked what  followed. 

His  (Mr.  H.'s)  opinion  was,  that  a  witness 


called  before  a  committee,  having  an  interro- 
gatory propounded  to  him,  ought  either  to 
answer  or  to  decline.  If  be  declined  answer- 
ing a  question,  that  was  enough.  He  had  no 
right  to  proceed  further,  and  make  remarks 
about  the  committee,  or  an  individual  member 
of  it,  which  were  of  a  personal  character,  or 
which  reflected  upon  them  in  any  manner  dis- 
respectfully. Such  a  practice  could  not  be 
tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  passion,  this  mo- 
mentary excitement,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee expressed  his  regret,  and  apologized  to 
the  committee  for  what  had  taken  place  on  his 
part.  The  witness  was  called  back,  and  apolo- 
gized to  the  committee  for  any  thing  he  had 
done  of  a  disrespectful  character.  He  (Mr. 
H.)  had  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have 
remained  there ;  but  it  seemed  that  by  some 
means  it  had  got  out,  and  was  travelling  throngk 
the  country  in  the  newspapers.  False  and 
exaggerated  statements,  in  regard  to  it,  were 
no  doubt  circulated  in  public  journals;  and 
although  he  deprecated  all  discussions  of  this 
sort,  yet  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee perfectly  justifiable  in  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  statement  in  his  own  defence. 

Having  said  thus  much,  he  would  trouble 
the  House  no  further. 


Monday,  February  6. 
Presidential  Election — Counting  the  Votes. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  the  House  of  its  concurrence  in  the 
report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  mode  of  counting 
out  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  the  House  concur 
with  the  Senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions 
thereto  appended,  as  reported  by  him  to  this 
House  on  Saturday  evening,  as  follows : 

"  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentatives,  '  appointed  to  join  such  committee  as 
might  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States ;  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their 
election ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the 
recent  election  contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and,  if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what 
ought  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any  and 
what  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  securing  the 
faithful  observance  in  future  of  that  section  of  the 
constitution,'  report : 

"  That  the  short  period  at  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  have 
to  be  counted,  has  prevented  them  from  investigating 
the  acts  submitted  to  their  examination  as  fully  as 
might  have  been  done,  had  more  time  been  allowed. 
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The  corrrespondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  the  heads  of  the 
different  departments  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government  accompanies  this  report,  from  wliich  it 
appears  that  Isaac  Waldron,  who  was  an  elector  in 
New  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  tune  of  his  appointment 
as  elector,  president  of  a  deposit  bank  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  was  appointed  and  acting  as  pension 
agent,  without  compensation,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States ;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of  the 
same  names  with  the  individuals  who  were  appointed 
and  voted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
held  the  ofiBces  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the 
General  Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New 
Hampshire  there  is  one  case ;  in  Connecticut  there 
is  one  case  ;  in  North  Carolina  there  is  one  case  ;  in 
which,  from  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  it 
is  probable  that,  at  the  time  of  appointment  of  elec- 
tors in  these  States,  respectively,  the  electors,  or 
persons  of  the  same  names,  were  deputy  postmasters.. 
The  committee  have  not  ascertained  whether  the 
electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
presumed  to  have  held,  the  offices  of  deputy  post- 
masters at  the  time  when  the  appointment  of  electors 
was  made  ;  and  this  is  the  less  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
is  confidently  believed  that  no  change  in  the  result 
of  the  election  of  either  the  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent would  be  affected  by  the  ascertainment  of  the 
fact  in  either  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would  in 
any  event  be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number ;  for 
the  committee  cannot  adopt  the  opinion  entertained 
by  some,  that  a  single  illegal  vote  would  vitiate  the 
whole  electoral  vote  of  the  college  of  electors  in 
which  it  was  given,  particularly  in  cases  where  the 
vote  of  the  whole  college  has  been  given  for  the  same 
persons. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
which  declares  that  '  no  Senator,  or  Representative, 
or  person  holding  an  oifico  of  trust  or  profit  under 
the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector,' 
ought  to  be  carried  in  its  whole  spirit  into  rigid  exe- 
cution in  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  General 
Government  from  bringing  their  official  power  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  This  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution, it  is  believed,  excludes  and  disqualifies  deputy 
postmasters  from  the  appointment  of  electors,  and  the 
disqualification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and  that  a  resignation  of  the  oflTice  of  deputy 
postmaster,  after  his  appointment  as  elector,  would 
not  entitle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitu- 
tion. 

"  Should  a  case  occur  in  which  it  became  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  and  determine  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  important  question  would  be 
presented — what  tribunal  would,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, be  competent  to  decide  ?  Whether  the  respec- 
tive colleges  of  electors  in  the  different  States  should 
decide  upon  the  qualifications  of  their  own  members, 
or  Congress  should  exercise  the  power,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  the  committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to 
be  settled  by  a  permanent  provision  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

"  The  committee  at  present,  and  in  part,  report 
the  following  resolutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Wednesday  next  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  President  of 
the  Senate  shall  be  the  presiding  officer ;  that  one 


person  be  appointed  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  two  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  make  a  Ust  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be 
declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the  state 
of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deemed 
a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  Michi- 
gan, if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall 
not  essentially  change  the  result  of  the  election,  they 
shall  be  reported  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in 
the  following  manner :  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan 
to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  for  A  B  for  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  votes ;   if  not 

counted  for  A  B  for  President  of  the  United  States, 
votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A  B  is  elected 


President  of  the  United  States.     And  in  the  same 
manner  for  Vice  President." 

Mr.  Meeobr  was  understood  to  make  an  in- 
quiry of  the  chairman  (Mr.  Thomas)  in  relation 
to  the  fact,  whether  any  votes  have  been  given 
by  persons  not  competent,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  vote  as  electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
The  committee,  on  investigation,  had  found 
that  there  were  three  individuals  in  North 
Carolina,  one  in  New  Hampshire,  and  one  in 
Connecticut,  elected  to  the  electoral  college, 
who  bore  the  same  name  with  those  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  deputy  postmasters  under 
the  General  Government ;  and  the  impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  committee  was,  that  they 
were  consequently  the  same  individuals. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  concurred 
in  without  a  division. 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
iia — Petitions  from  the  Females  of  Twenty- 
eight  Towns  in  New  Hampshire. 
Petitions  and  memorials  being  called  for  in 
the  order  of  States  and  Territories, 

Mr.  CnsHrsa  said  he  was  charged  with  a 
commission  of  some  delicacy,  respecting  which 
he  craved  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  It 
happened  that  in  his  district  the  fair  sex  greatly 
outnumbered  the  other,  and  the  better  half  of 
creation  was  no  half  at  all ;  it  was  two-thirds ; 
so  that  he  was  probably  the  immediate  repre- 
sentative of  more  ladies  than  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  fair  constituents,  whom  it  was  at  all  times 
his  pleasure  to  serve,  he  had  to  present  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  from 
3,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns 
of  Amesbury,  Andover,  Haverhill,  Newbury- 
port,  Reading,  and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

These  petitions  were   accordingly  received 
and  laid  on  the  table,  without  debate  or  com- 
mitment, under  the  resolution  of  the  House. 
Mr.  0.  said   he  had  now  to  beg  pardon 
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of  tlie  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  his 
nearest  neighbor  at  home,  (Mr.  Oushman,)  for 
appearing  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  that 
gentleman's  concerns.  He  (Mr.  Gushing)  was 
not  aware  that  the  ladies  of  New  Hampshire 
had  any  general  objection  to  the  propounding 
of  the  previous  question;  but,  on  this  occasion, 
they  had  distinguished  him  with  their  pre- 
ference, so  far  as  to  desire  to  make  him  their 
organ  in  their  communications  to  the  House. 
Mr.  CusHMAN  signified  his  acquiescence,  and 
Mr.  Gushing  proceeded  to  present  petitions 
from  the  ladies  of  Alstead,  Bedford,  Boscawen, 
Canaan,  Concord,  Durham,  Franconia,  GU- 
manton,  Groton,  Hampton  Tails,  Hanover, 
Haverhill,  Hebron,  Henniker,  Hillsborough, 
Keene,  Lancaster,  Lincoln,  Lyndeborough,  Mad- 
bury.  Mount  Vernon,  New  Hampton,  New 
Market,  Orange,  Raymond,  Salem,  and  Salis- 
bury, all  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  peti- 
tions were  severally  received  and  laid  on  the 
table,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

Suppression  of  the  Slave- Trade  in  the  District 

of  Golumhia — Petition  from  '■^  Nine  Ladies'''' 

of  FredericTcs'burg,  'Virginia. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  presented  the  petition  of 
nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  State'  of 
Virginia.  He  would  not  name  them,  because, 
from  the  disposition  which  at  present  prevailed 
in  the  country,  he  did  not  know  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was 
not  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  but  it  was  a  petition 
praying  Congress  to  put  a  stop  to  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had 
seemed  so  strange  to  him  when  he  received  it, 
that  he  did  not  feel  a  perfect  security  that  it 
was  genuine,  and  to  which  he  had  alluded  when 
he  first  began  the  presentation  of  his  petitions. 
It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  peti- 
tion of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  should  be 
named  by  him.  Whether  it  was  genuine  or 
not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  determine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
under  the  resolution. 

Petition  from  22  Slaves. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper 
on  which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was 
a  petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a  petition 
as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said  he  could  not  tell  until  he 
had  the  contents  of  the  petition  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent 
to  the  Clerk's  table,  it  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  House,  and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he 
would  see  what  were  its  contents.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing  except  in  sub- 


mission to  the  rules  of  the  House.  This  paper 
purported  to  come  from  slaves,  and  it  was  one 
of  those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  his 
mind  as  not  being  what  it  purported  to  he.  It 
was  signed  partly  by  persons  who  could  not 
write,  by  making  their  marks,  and  partly  by 
persons  whose  handwriting  would  manifest  that 
they  had  received  the  education  of  slaves ;  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  he  from  slaves, 
and  he  was  requested  to  present  it.  He  would 
send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Lawleh  objected  to  its  going  to  the 
Chair. 

The  Spbakee  said  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  course  to 
be  pursued. 

Mr.  Lawlek  wished  it  to  appear  on  the 
journal  that  he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going 
to  the  Chair. 

The  Speakeb  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  stated  that  the  petition  came  from 
slaves ;  but  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
table.  It  was  the  first  time,  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Chair,  that  persons  not  free  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  this  House.  The  Chair 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  Hatnes  felt  astonished  at  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-day, 
but  every  day  for  some  time .  past,  whenever 
petitions  were  presented ;  but  his  astonishment 
reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  it  impossible 
to  express,  when  he  saw  the  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place  on  this  fioor,  and  ofifer  to  present  such 
a  paper  as  this  had  been  described  to  he.  Mr. 
H.  could  not  tell  in  what  manner  he  would 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  might  be 
giving  it  more  attention  than  it  deserved,  if  he 
(Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it.  He 
had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other 
gentleman,  shonH  ever  have  made  a  question 
on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia to  order,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  making 
personal  reflections. 

Mr.  Pincknet  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lead 
to  useless  excitement  and  confusion,  the  mat- 
ter before  the  House  being  a  subject  for  action, 
not  for  debate.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  Haynes  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  did 
not  still  hold  the  fioor. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  hut  it  was  not  in  order  to  make 
personal  allusions. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  that 
he  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules 
adopted  for  the  order  and  government  of  the 
House.  It  was  well  known  Uiat,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  these  discussions,  at  an  early 
day  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  up  to  this 
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enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  as  the 
House  may  decide,  the  paper  already  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the  resolution 
of  the  House ;  he  alluded  to  the  paper  presented 
as  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  would  state  in  his  place,  and  on 
his  responsibility,  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was 
attached  to  that  paper.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  signatures  to  be 
genuine,  and  he  recognized  only  one  name 
which  he  had  known  before,  and  that  was  the 
name  of  a  free  mulatto  woman  of  the  worst 
fame  and  reputation.  He  had  been  raised  in 
Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he  was  acquainted 
with  all  persons  of  respectability  residing  there, 
and  he  could  say  there  was  not  one  respectable 
name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  asked  that  the  petition 
might  be  read,  so  as  to  render  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  amenable  to  the  resolution 
which  he  (Mr.  T.)  proposed  to  offer. 

The  Speakee  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  EoBEKTsoN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  131,  nays  50. 
So  the  rule  was  suspended. 
Mr.  Patton  said  he  was  disposed  to  pursue 
as  kind  and  respectful  a  course  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  would  admit,  so  far  as  related  to 
the  particular  question  before  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  before 
presenting  this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did 
not  know  who  these  individuals  were ;  he  did 
not  know  their  claims  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  presenting 
the  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  not  thought  proper,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  refused,  to  permit  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  coming 
from  the  town  from  which  this  paper  purported 
to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the  gentleman 
knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  represented, 
as  well  as  hirfbelf,  felt  a  deep  and  exciting 
interest,  to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been 
presented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  permit  him- 
self to  believe  that,  after  stating  to  hiiii,  as  he 
(Mr.  P.)  would  have  stated  privately,  what  he 
had  smce  stated  publicly,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  have  persisted  in  being  the 
organ  through  whom  such  a  petition  should  be 
presented.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  again  state,  on 
his  honor  and  veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  the  signature  of  any 
decently  respectable  individual  in  Fredericks- 
burg attached  to  this  paper;  that  the  only 
name  he  recognized  was  that  of  a  mulatto  free 
woman  of  infamous  character ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  names  of  others  were  the  names  of 
free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he  believed  to  be 
\,3  I.  therefore  moved  that  the  paper  which 
had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table  should 


moment,  his  lips  had  been  closed  on  the  sub- 
ject in  every  form ;  because  he  had  thought 
that  the  members  from  his  section  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  among  the  last  to  seek  or  promote 
discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would  not  trust  his 
feelings  to  pursue  the  subject  further  under  its 
present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The 
true  motion,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  move 
tliat  the  petition  be  rejected,  subject,  however, 
to  its  withdrawal,  if  the  House  should  become 
further  enlightened  as  to  its  contents. 

Mr.  Lewis  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind 
would  come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Haynes  would  cheerfully  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  glad  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  should 
punish  severely  such  aa  infraction  of  its  deco- 
rum and  its  rules ;  and  he  called  on  the  mem- 
bers from  the  slaveholding  States  to  come  for- 
ward now,  and  demand  from  the  House  the 
puuisliment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  Gkantland  would  second  the  motion, 
and  go  all  lengths  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  that,  if  the  House  would 
inflict  no  punishment  for  such  flagrant  violations 
of  its  dignity  as  this,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
PfcCpreseritatives  from  the  slaveholding  States  to 
go  home  at  once. 

Mr.  Alfoed  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  certainly  proposed  to  intro- 
duce this  petition. 

The  Speaker  said  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a 
petition  coming  from  slaves,  and  had  inquired 
of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  come  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference  to  all 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  having  been  directed  to  read  the 
minutes  which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read 
as  follows : 

"Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  twenty- 
two  persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves  and 
wished  to  know  whether  it  came  within  the  order  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  ALFORDsaid  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  intended  to  present  this  petition 
he,  (Mr.  Alfoed,)  the  moment  it  was  presented' 
should  move,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  South' 
which  he  111  part  represented,  and  which  he 
conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity,  that 
It  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt  •  and 
he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  constitution  would  support  him  There 
must  be  an  end  to  this  constant  attempt  to  raise 
excitement,  or  the  Union  could  not  exist  much 
longer.  The  moment  any  man  should  disgrace 
the  Government  under  which  he  lived  by  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  slaves  prayine  for 
emancipation,. ho  hoped  that  petition  would 
by  order  of  the  House,  be  committed  to  the 
flames. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
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be  taken  from  the  table  and  returned  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  said  that,  as  he  had  just  voted 
against  suspending  the  rules  on  the  motion  of 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,)  and  had  found 
himself  voting  with  those  who,  from  their  local 
situation,  might  be  supposed  not  to  feel  with 
him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  subject  now 
before  the  House,  and  as  his  name  had  not  been 
recorded  with  the  names  of  those  with  whom 
he  knew  he  did  feel  and  act  substantially  in 
every  important  matter  peculiar  to  the  South, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
now  before  the  House,  it  became  him  to  give 
the  reason  for  his  vote.  It  was  this :  He  wished 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject, 
and  then  he  would  be  willing  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  his  colleague,  and  would  be  willing  to 
go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take  from  our  files 
the  paper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  con- 
tempt on  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  his  col- 
league should  prevail,  and  that  the  paper  should 
be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  to  make  what  mischief  he  could 
or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
ofiered  in  the  House  the  memorial  of  those 
who,  on  the  face  of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves, 
and  had  announced  to  the  Ohair  and  to  the 
House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rush  whether 
the  paper  went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing 
that  that  gentleman  could  say  or  do  in  relation 
to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  impres- 
sion that  the  statement  of  the  proposition  to 
the  Chair  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
wished  now,  without  interruption  of  any  other 
business,  to  progress  with  this  matter  until  he- 
saw  and  understood  what  countenance  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  should  receive  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  had  risen  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  the 
following  resolution :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Quinct  Adams, 
by  the  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  pe- 
tition purporting  on  its  face  to  be  from  slaves,  has 
been  guilty  of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and 
that  he  be  instantly  brought  to  the  bar  to  receive 
the  severe  censure  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  ofifered  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,  and  so  purporting 
to  be  on  its  face,  in  open  and  wilful  violation 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House, 
and  insulting  to  a  large  portion  of  its  members. 
Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which 
he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it 
includes  slaves  ?  .  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfully 
violated  the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings 
of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and 


here,  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  excite 
insurrection?  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are 
such  things  as  grand  juries ;  and  if,  sir,  the 
juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  they 
have,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may  yet 
be  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  &nd  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign 
punishment.  Mr.  T.  said  that,  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  daily  denunciations 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every 
vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them — a  people  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  the 
proudest  equality — he  was  excited  almost  to 
the  point  of  frenzy.  Now  he  found  himself 
sitting  quietly  under  these  things,  when  he  saw 
his  new  colleagues,  not  more  excitable  than  he 
was,  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  it  is  a  most  in- 
structive commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear 
and  tear  of  feeling,  and  the  cooling  of  that  just 
indignation  which  every  Southern  man  should 
feel.  Sir,  if  I  desired  the  breaking  up  of  this 
Government,  I  should  thank  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  his  course  on  this  sub- 
ject. All  we  desire,  sir,  is  an  issue,  a  fair  and 
distinct  issue.  If  gentlemen  think  slavery  an 
abomination,  and  that  they  have  a  right  to 
abolish  it,  why  not  come  up  to  the  point,  and 
say  so  ?  I  will  forgive  them  for  all  the  past  if 
they  will  do  it.  We  shall  then,  sir,  soon,  very 
soon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  Hatnes  said  that,  believing  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might 
be  more  readily  obtained  by  a  resolution  in  a 
different  form,  he  would  send  to  the  table  the 
following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  "JSe«o?rerf,"  and  insert— 

"  That  John  Qcinot  Adams,  a  Representative 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  rendered  him- 
self justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  this 
House,  and  is  censured  accordingly,  for  having  at- 
tempted to  present  to  the  House  the  petition  of 
slaves." 

Mr.  Geanqek  said  this  was  a  question  of 
extreme  delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  closed  by  the  previous  question. 
His  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Adams)  knew  that  no  man  in  this  House  had 
more  sincerely  stood  by  him  on  the  right  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  had.  But  he  (Mr.  G.) 
must  express  his  surprise  that,  with  papers  in 
his  hand  from  sources  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant, and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  he  has 
expressed  a  doubt,  he  (Mr.  Adams)  should  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  he  had  this  day 
assumed.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  surprised  that  that 
gentleman,  holding  the  right  of  petition  as  one 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  granted  to  this  people, 
should  ever  have  cheapened  the  value  of  that 
right,  by  presenting  indiscriminately  papers 
enclosed  to  him,  (Mr.  Adams,)  when  he  was 
himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or 
characters,  of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He 
was  the  more  surprised  that  a  paper  from  this 
immediate  vicinity,  and  purporting  to  bear  the 
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signatures  of  those  who  are  represented  by  a 
gentleman  (Mr.  Patton)  sitting  on  the  left  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms, 
should  have  been  presented  to  this  House  with- 
out some  inquiry  having  been  made  as  to  the 
character  of  those  whose  names  were  attached 
to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Adams)  being  possessed  of,  or  having  guarded 
himself  by,  the  requisite  information  in  relation 
to  the  petition  he  was  about  to  present.  It 
was  well  known  that  no  man  here  deprecated 
more  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  the  decision  of  the 
Ohair  in  tying  down  members  of  the  House 
under  the  resolution  of  the  last  and  the  present 
year. 

This  question,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of 
deep  interest.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that  a 
certain  class  of  the  community  were  too  ready 
to  change  their  ground,  and  to  hide  their 
opinions  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  under  the 
denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  his 
mind  men,  not  ordinary  men,  who,  feeling  that 
this  right  has  been  unjustly  abridged,  have 
enlisted  themselves  in  a  cause  in  which  they 
would  never  otherwise  have  engaged ;  men 
who,  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  much  opposed 
to  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks. 
These,  he  said,  were  not  ordinary  citizens,  but 
those  who  stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that 
enviable  relief  which  talent  gives  to  virtue. 
It  was  not  to  be  disguised,  and  he  felt  bound 
to  declare,  that,  if  the  House  wished  to  for- 
ward the  cause  of  abolition,  they  would  pass 
these  hasty  resolutions.  No  man  in  this  nation 
held  the  right  of  petition  under  the  constitu- 
tion more  sacred  than  he  did ;  but  it  was  dae 
to  himself  to  repeat,  what  he  had  heretofore 
stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  should  continue  their  present 
policy,  he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had 
any  just  power  to  interfere  in  this  question,  nor 
that  either  philanthropy  or  patriotism  demanded 
it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
templated that  slavery  should  be  abolished  here 
before  it  was  in  the  suiTOunding  country,  than 
that  this  territory  should  continue  in  its  present 
position  after  the  adjoining  States  by  which  it 
had  been  ceded  should  have  changed  theirs. 
But  he  would  say  to  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  and  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Hatnes)  that,  if  this  resolution  was  pushed 
to  a  vote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the  commu- 
nity would  be  most  serious. 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  amendment 
which  he  suggested  to  his  friend  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  to  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication : 

Resolved,  That  John  Quinct  Adams,  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  his  attempt  to 
introduce  into  this  House  a  petition  from  slaves,  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
committed  an  outrage  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  Union ;  a  flagrant 


contempt  on  the  dignity  of  this  House  ;  and,  by  ex- 
tending to  slaves  a  privilege  only  belonging  to  free- 
men, directly  invites  the  slave  population  to  insur- 
rection; and  that  the  said  member  be  forthwith 
called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  be  censured  by 
the  Spealcer. 

Mr.  "W.  Thompson  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Lewis,  as  a  member  from  the  South,  was 
not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He 
wished  to  see  whether  there  was  the  power  or 
the  will  to  discountenance  such  proceedings  as 
these.  If  not,  the  members  from  the  South 
had  better  go  home  and  prepare  to  protect 
themselves. 

Mr.  Patton  thought  the  House  was  proceed- 
ing rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion asserted  two  facts :  first,  that  the  paper 
was  a  petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  "Was  that  the  fact  ?  Was  any  gentle- 
man here  authorized  to  state  that  this  was  a 
paper  for  the  abolition  of  slavery?  It  was 
essentially  important,  before  the  House  was 
called  on  to  act,  that  they  should  know  whether 
this  was  the  fact  or  not.  The  resolution  asserted 
also  another  fact :  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  attempted  to  offer  this  petition. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  go 
as  far  as  those  who  would  go  farthest  in  adopt- 
ing any  proper  course  for  arresting  these 
attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  anywhere  else.  He 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest  that  action, 
either  by  the  legislative  intervention  of  the 
House,  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  refusing 
to  receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  censure 
on  members  transgressing  the  bounds  of  their 
duty  to  keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject. 
But  let  us  know  (said  Mr.  P.)  what  we  are 
doing.  Suppose  that  this  petition  was  a  quiz ; 
and  that,  so  far  from  being  a  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petiton  for  a  very 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  object  aa  much 
to  the  one  proposition  being  presented  here  aa 
the  other.  But.  let  the  House,  before  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before 
it  took  this  decided  and  hazardous  step  of 
bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  violated  its  rights,  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  proceeding. 

Were  the  facts  as  they  were  stated  to  be  ?  , 
Had  any  such  petition  been  presented  or  offered 
by  a  member  of  the  House  ?  He  regretted  to 
be  involved  in  this  excitement  on  grounds 
which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a  farce 
than  a  tragedy.  He  expected  it  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  the  other,  assumed 
in  the  resolution,  was  true. 

Mr.  Adams  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not 
know  under  what  rule  of  the  House  the  several 
resolutions  which  had  been  presented  in  relation 
to  himself  had  taken  the  place  of  the  resolution 
or  motion  submitted  by  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Pation,)  nor  how  it  had  happened  that 
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this  matter  had  come  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  whilst  a  question  -was  pending 
whether  a  paper  previously  presented  by  him 
(Mr.  A.)  should  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  returned  to  him.  The  Speaker,  he 
presumed,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  Speaker  explained  that  this  had  been 
effected  under  the  operations  of  that  well- 
established  parliamentary  law,  which  gave  pre- 
cedence to  questions  of  privilege  over  all  other 
business. 

Mr.  Adams.     Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the 
House,  as  they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in 
charging  me  with  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors, and  in  calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought  it  was 
my  duty  to  remain  silent  imtil  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or 
other  of  these  resolutions.  I  suppose  that,  if  I 
shall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  I  shall 
not  be  struck  mute  by  the  previous  question, 
before  I  have  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  my  own  defence. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  really  consuming  the 
time  of  the  House  in  such  a  manner,  that  I 
think  the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  ask  them 
to  modify  their  resolution.  It  may  be  as  severe 
as  they  propose ;  but  I  ask  them  to  change  the 
matter  of  fact  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  single  word,  put  an 
end  to  their  resolution. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable 
zeal  for  the  slaveholding  portion  of  this  con- 
federacy, and  I  do  not  censure  them  for  that 
zeal,  charge  upon  me,  first,  that  I  attempted  to 
present  a  petition  from  slaves ;  and,  secondly, 
that  that  petition  was  for  their  emancipation 
from  slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Speaker  to  say  that  I  did 
not.  I  said  I  had  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves ;  I  did  not  say  what  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  was ;  I  said  it  was  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  signed 
partly  by  crosses  for  signatures,  and  partly  by 
letters,  scarcely  legible,  purporting  to  be  names. 
I  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  considered  such 
a  paper  as  included  within  the  general  order 
of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  res- 
olutions, and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of 
slavery,  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  I  intended 
to  take  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  before  I 
went  one  step  towards  presenting,  or  offering 
to  present,  that  petition.  I  stated  distinctly  to 
the  Speaker  that  I  should  not  send  the  paper 
to  the  table  until  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a  paper  from  persons  declaring  them- 
selves slaves  was  included  within  the  order  of 
the  House.     This  is  the  fact. 

Now,  as  to  the  fact  what  the  petition  was 
for.  I  simply  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Lewis,)  who  has  sent  to  the 
table  a  resolution  assuming  that  this  petition 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery;  I  state  to 
him  that  he  is  mistaken.    He  must  amend  his 


resolution ;  for,  if  the  House  should  choose  to 
read  the  petition,  I  can  state  to  them  they 
would  find  it  something  very  much  the  reverse 
of. that  which  the  resolution  states  it  to  be; 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  still  shall 
choose  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  he 
must  amend  his  resolution  in  a  very  important 
particular;  for  he  probably  may  have  to  put 
into  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  for  attempting 
to  introduce  the  petition  of  slaves  that  slavery 
should  not  be  abolished.  This  is  possible,  sir. 
I  say,  then,  the  gentleman  must  amend  Lis 
resolution ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
and  the  House  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  must 
not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representation  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  make, 
if  the  House  shall  think  fit  that  the  petition 
should  be  received  and  considered ;  and  I  shall 
be  willing  to  do  almost  any  thing,  except  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  may,  perchance,  find  that 
the  object  of  the  petition  is  precisely  that 
which  he  desires  to  accomplish ;  and  that  these 
slaves,  who  have  sent  this  paper  to  me,  are  his 
auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  his  opponents.  I 
state  these  facts  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  shall  not  present  the  petition  rmtil 
the  decision  of  the  House  has  been  announced ; 
and  I  am  disposed  to  be  perfectly  submissive 
to  that  decision,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  said  that  the 
future  historian,  when  arriving  at  the  trans- 
actions of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress,  would 
find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemplate  the 
spectacle  now  before  us  and  the  American 
people.  He  will  be  at  fault  ,to  discover  the 
cause  for  the  scenes  now  presented ;  and,  con- 
templating the  nature  of  our  political  institu- 
tions, tracing  their  formation  and  establishment, 
he  will  find  nothing  which  would  necessarily 
produce  or  justify  the  course  of  proceedings 
which  have  occurred  here  for  the  last  and  pres- 
ent sitting  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,) 
why  is  it,  then,  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost 
daily,  drawn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract, 
impracticable,  and  (Mr.  M.  said  he  must  bo 
permitted  to  say)  improper,  if  not  reprehensible 
subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  vener- 
able member  from  Massachusetts  ?  (Mr.  Adams.) 
Is  it  from  any  defect  in  the  forms  or  principles 
of  our  ])roceedings  ?  Is  it  inherent  in  the 
compact  upon  which  rests  all  that  is  valuable 
in  our  institutions?  Is  it  to  be  found  and 
justified  in  the  condition  and  circumstances  of 
our  country  ?  Can  it  be  traced  to  a  want  of 
patriotic  devotion  in  any  considerable  portion 
of  our  country  to  the  Union?  Would  it  be 
charitable  to  attribute  it  to  any  disappointment 
of  individual  ambition,  seeking  revenge  for 
such  disappointments  in  attempting  to  ruin 
that  which  it  could  not  rule  ? 

On  no  one  of  these  inquiries,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  can  we  find  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tioh'of  the  question  why  we  are  now  present- 
ing to  the  country  the  deplorable  spectacle, 
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shown  ofif  every  petition  day,  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  the 
abolition  petitions  of  his  infatuated  friends  and 
constituents.  The  House  has,  with  a  unanimity 
almost  unparalleled,  prescribed  a  rule  for  its 
government  in  respect  to  these  petitions,  with 
which  it  is,  upon  experience,  as  well  (Mr.  M. 
ventured  the  opinion)  as  the  considerate  men 
of  all  parties,  in  every  portion  of  the  confeder- 
acy, well  satisfied.  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made  himself  to  believe  that  it  was  his 
duty,  against  the  sense  of  the  whole  House, 
(Mr.  M.  believed,  with  but  few  exceptions,) 
against  the  sense  of  the  whole  country,  includ- 
ing his  own  political  friends,  (if  any  he  has,)  to 
resist  the  execution  of  that  rule  with  a  degree 
of  violence  paralleled  only  by  revolutionarj' 
madness  of  desperation.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  it 
becomes  me,  the  House,  and  the  country,  to  re- 
member that  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  occupied  the  executive  chair, 
and  administered  the  duties  of  the  highest 
office  of  the  civilized  world.  And  it  becomes 
us,  also,  to  respect  his  gray  hairs,  his  old  age, 
his  long  public  seryioes,  and  to  seek  out  apolo- 
gies and  excuses  in  his  behalf,  if  possible,  for 
the  obstinacy  and  ebullitions  of  temper  which 
on  these  occasions  he  so  often  exhibits,  and 
which  is  so  much  opposed  to  cool  deliberation 
and  the  dignity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  Thus  shielded  and  protected  by  his 
age  and  public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of 
surprise  to  those  who  are  not  spectators  of  our 
proceedings,  that  a  member  of  his  great  learn- 
ing and  experience  should  so  far  forget  his  dig- 
nity as  to  presume  upon  that  age  and  character 
as  a  license  to  him  to  annoy  and  trifle  with  the 
House  and  its  most  solemn  and  satisfactory 
regulations. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  while  we  contemplate  the, 
character  and  respect  the  age  of  the  honorable 
member,  charity  claims  that  we  should  also 
remember  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  and  that 
man  is  mortal.  It  would  be  unjust  to  believe 
that,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
honorable  member  would  have  adopted  the 
course  of  action  which,  at  this  late  period  of 
his  life,  seems  to  control  him.  The  high  noon- 
tide of  that  life  has  long  since  passed  with  him, 
and  its  wane  is  no  doubt  upon  him,  before  he 
is  either  aware  or  sensible  of  it ;  for  it  cannot 
be  believed  that,  in  the  days  of  his  more  acute 
perceptions,  he  could  have  yielded  to  influences 
which  now  seem  to  have  the  mastery. 

Mr.  M.  had  always  viewed  this  question  of 
abolition  and  its  progress  with  the  deepest 
solicitude,  as  affecting  the  political  integrity  of 
the  confederacy.  In  the  formation  of  this 
Union  it  was,  as  we  well  know,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  was  only 
surmounted  by  a  spirit  of  concession  and  com- 
l)romise  which  it  is  feared  does  not  exist  now. 
In  that  compromise,  we  of  the  free  States 
agreed  to  the  doctrine  of  non-interference  in 
the  domestic  institutions  and  concerns  of  lihe 


others.  Some  few  of  our  people,  however, 
pretending  to  a  holy  zeal,  worthy  of  a  better 
and  more  lawful  cause,  influenced  by  what  they 
claim  to  be  paramount  considerations  to  the 
obligations  of  the  constitution  and  the  integrity 
of  the  republic,  regardless  of  consequences,  in- 
sidiously violate  the  spirit  of  the  compact,  by 
interfering  with  the  subject  in  this  District. 
And  we  are  now  again  called  upon  by  our 
Southern  brethren  to  know  whether  we  will 
live  up  to  the  agreement  we  have  made; 
whether  we  will  keep  the  faith  and  perform 
our  bargain.  This  is  the  true  question  pro- 
pounded to  us  in  all  these  proceedings.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  as  for  me  and  my 
household,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I  say, 
without  reservation,  we  will.  Is  there  a  patri- 
otic heart  in  this  hall,  in  this  nation,  is  there  a 
friend  to  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  who  can 
answer  that  he  will  not  ?  Mr.  M.  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  one ;  and  he  therefore  asked 
that  honorable  members  from  the  South  should 
give  themselves  no  uneasiness  on  account  of 
these  ill-advised  proceedings.  Mr.  M.  relied 
upon  the  patriotism  and  good  faith  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North  to  abide  by  the  compact  they 
have  made.  He  knew  that  this  reliance  would 
not  fail. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this 
matter.  He  felt  very  diiferently.  What,  sir,  is 
it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  mem- 
bers from  the  South  in  this  way  and  on  this 
subject  ?  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  the  amusement 
of  others,  to  irritate,  almost  to  madness,  the 
whole  delegation  from  the  slave  States  ?  Sir, 
it  is  an  aggravation.  It  is  intimated  that  the 
petition  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, but  a  very  different  object.  It  makes  not 
the  slightest  difference ;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  petition  from  slaves  for  any  object ; 
as  insolent  if  it  be  for  one  purpose  as  for  an- 
other. It  is  the  naked  fact  of  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  slaves.  But,  sir,  there  is 
another  view  of  this  matter,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, makes  the  thing  worse.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  been  presenting  aboli- 
tion petitions  all  the  morning  ;  it  is  his  daily 
labor  of  love  ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  member 
on  the  floor,  if  the  conduct  of  the  member  was 
not  such  as  to  induce  every  one  to  believe  that 
it  was  an  abolition  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
lutions to  be  presented  on  that  supposition,  and 
speeches  to  be  made,  without  undeceiving  the 
House,  i  This  trifling  was  an  additional  con- 
tempt of  the  House  ;  how  much  befitting  the 
age  and  standing  of  the  gentleman  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  then  further  modified  his  resolution 
by  substituting  the  three  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams, 
by  an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has 
committed  a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression  and  leav- 
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ing  the  House  under  such  impresBion,  that  the  said 
petition  was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  when  he 
knew  that  it  was  not,  has  trifled  with  the  House.' 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  PioKENS  observed  that  it  had  not  been 
bis  intention  to  address  the  House  npon  this 
subject ;  he  had  not  intended  to  utter  one  word, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
his  friend  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and  that 
he  would  now  endeavor  to  preserve  all  the 
calmness  he  could,  considering  the  momentous 
topics  which  had  been  drawn  into  this  discus- 
sion. Mr.  P.  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  in  reference  to 
the  resolutions  which  the  member  from  Charles- 
ton (Mr.  Pincknet)  introduced  last  session,  and 
which  had  been  substantially  adopted  again  at 
this  session,  by  which  all  this  class  of  petitions 
had  been  received  into  this  House.  They  were 
miserable  and  pitiful  resolutions ;  pitiful,  be- 
cause they  had  trifled  with  the  rights  of  the 
South,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this  House. 
He  could  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  the  deep  responsibility 
they  had  brought  down  upon  their  authors. 
He  would  say,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Geangee,)  in 
censure  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  who 
supported  those  resolutions,  "  Thou  canst  not 
say  I  did  it."  When  those  resolutions  passed, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  predicted  what  had  now  come  to 
pass  :  the  scenes  which  we  now  see  passing 
around  us — the  introduction  of  all  kinds  of  vile 
petitions  from  free  negroes  and  slaves,  which, 
under  the  resolutions,  are  treated  with  the  re- 
spect, in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table.  But  (said  Mr.  P.)  although 
these  were  his  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were 
members  of  this  body,  we  were  bound  to  main- 
tain its  dignity,  and  do  what  we  could  to  pre- 
vent scenes  calculated  to  harass  and  insult  the 
feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
for  his  wanton  attempt  to  introduce  the  rights 
of  slaves  upon  this  floor,  and  by  avowing  he 
held  a  paper  in  his  pocket  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves,  signed  by  twenty-two. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  admitted  that  he  had  commu- 
nication with  slaves,  and  was  evidence,  in  law, 
of  collusion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that 
the  slave  could  only  bo  known  through  his 
master.  Por  this  he  was  indictable,  under 
statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insurrection ; 
and  for  such  conduct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  this  House?  The  privilege  of  speech 
protected  a  member  from  being  questioned  be- 
fore any  other  tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt 
him  from  being  questioned  before  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  observed  that  he  was  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  despaired  of 
the  safety  of  the  Union,  let  the  hurricane  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would — from  the  North 
or  from  the  South.    There  was  sufii(!ient  virtue 


and  power  among  a  large  population,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union,  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  the  pillars  of  the  confeder- 
acy, whether  threatened  with  fanaticism  on  the 
one  hand,  or  insurrection  on  the  other.  This 
was  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  ever  risen  to 
speak  upon  this  subject ;  he  had  felt  as  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Alabama  (Mr.  Lewis)  presented  his 
resolution;  he  felt,  that  great  as  the  sacrifice 
was  to  bring  to  the  bar  of  this  House  one  who 
had  occupied  the  highest  station  on  earth,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  yet  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  made.  But  now,  after  hav- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Adams,)  he  viewed  the  subject 
altogether  in  a  different  light.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams)  had  been 
hoaxed  by  some  young  men  in  Fredericksburg. 
The  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pickens  and  Mr.  Thompson)  must  pardonhimfor 
attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole  affair  as 
it  now  stood,  and  if  he  could  not  treat  it  witi 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  evidently  been  not  only 
hoaxed  in  regard  to  the  Fredericksburg  petition, 
but  insulted  in  the  very  petition  for  making  the 
inquiry  about  which  he  was  now  arraigned  be- 
fore the  House.  The  contents  of  the  petition 
were  known  in  this  House  before  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  announced  them.  It  was 
manifestly  designed  to  make  him  appear  ridicu- 
lous, by  presenting  a  petition  praying  for  his 
own  expulsion.  It  came  from  a  slaveholding 
quarter,  and  was  no  doubt  designed  to  insult 
him  for  presenting  so  frequently  abolition  peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  PrsfCEKET  said  that,  from  the  peculiar 
position  in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this 
question,  he  was  constrained  to  throw  himself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  He  concur- 
red entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Lewis.)  that  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  by  Southern  members.  Opposed,  as 
he  always  was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  on  that  floor,  he  w^as  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  now,  more  than  ever,  under  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  present  case, 
no  Southern  delegate  should  have  said  a  word. 
The  decision  of  the  question  should  have  been 
left  entirely  to  the  members  from  the  non-slave- 
holding  portions  of  the  Union.  He  was  sure 
that,  if  the  decision  was  left  to  them,  without 
any  of  that  excited  debate  which  always  in- 
jures a  cause,  however  intrinsically  good,  the 
enlightened  patriotism  and  liberal  feeling  of  the 
members  from  the  non-slaveholding  States 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary  either 
to  satisfy  the  injured  feelings  of  the  South,  or 
to  maintain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged 
by  the  extraoi-dinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  against  whom 
resolutions  of  censure  had  been  moved.  But, 
instead  of  simply  demanding  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  this  matter,  and  having  the  seal  of 
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its  reprobation  placed  instantly  and  promptly 
upon  the  indignity  that  had  been  offered  both 
to  the  South,  and  to  the  House,  member  after 
member  had  risen,  speech  after  speech  had  been 
made,  resolution  upon  resolution  had  been  offer- 
ed, by  Southern  members,  until  excitement  had 
■risen  to  the  very  highest  pitch  ;  and,  now, 
what  was  the  consequence  ?  "Why,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  tells  us  that,  if  the 
gentlemen  who  have  moved  these  resolutions 
wish  to  have  him  censured  by  the  House,  they 
must  modify  their  resolutions,  by  striking  out 
all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  for 
the  petition  which  had  caused  all  this  excite- 
ment not  only  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  prays 
for  directly  the  reverse,  and  even  denounces 
him  (Mr.  Adams)  for  intermeddling  with 
the  subject.  It  seems,  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that 
the  petition  which  the  gentleman  oflfered  to 
present  is  not  a  petition  in  point  of  fact ;  that 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  quiz,  or  hoax,  which 
has  been  played  off  upon  the  gentleman  him- 
self; and  that,  probably,  in  retaliation  for  the 
joke  practised  on  himself,  he  determined  to 
carry  it  still  further,  by  playing  it  off  upon  the 
House.  But  whether  the  petition  was  genuine 
or  not ;  whether  it  prayed  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  or  the  expulsion  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self ;  and  whether  the  gentleman  was  in  jest  or 
earnest,  his  conduct  was  unquestionably  repre- 
hensible, and  such  as  ought  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  censure  of  the  House.  If  the  pe- 
tition was  genuine,  it  was  an  indignity  to  the 
House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  purporting, 
as  it  did,  to  come  from  slaves.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  the  right  of  petition  only 
attaches  to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union, 
and  that  slaves  can  only  be  heard  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  through  the  agency  of  their  owners  ? 
But  if  the  petition  was  a  hoax,  then  the  con- 
duct of  the  gentleman  was  still  more  unjustifi- 
able. It  was  adding  insult  to  injury  :  first,  by 
creating  the  impression  that  it  was  a  genuine 
petition,  and  producing  a  scene  of  unparalleled 
excitement  in  the  House  ;  and  then,  as  if  he 
revelled  in  the  tempest  he  had  raised,  turning 
it  all  into  ridicule,  by  telling  us  now,  after  a 
protracted  debate  of  several  hours,  that  the 
petition  is  in  favor  of  slavery,  not  against  it, 
and  that  it  was  more  against  himself  than  any 
thing  else.  The  gentleman,  if  such  is  his  dis- 
position, may  enjoy  this  joke,  and  enjoy  this 
scene ;  but  farces  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the 
humor  of  the  slaveholding  States,  nor  comi)ort 
with  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  nation.  But  the  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  present  this  petition,  nor  offer  to  pre- 
sent it ;  ho  only  stated  that  he  had  such  a  peti- 
tion, and  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it 
would  come  under  the  order  of  the  House,  by 
which  all  papers  relating  to  slavery  are  directed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  printing  or 
commitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  this 
notable  hoax  of  a  slave  memorial  was  an  in- 
VoL.  Xni.— 18 


genious  device,  by  which  the  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  manifest  his  contempt  for  an  order 
solemnly  adopted  by  this  House,  under  the  piti- 
ful pretext  that  because  the  said  hoax  had  refer- 
ence to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  as  included  in  the  gen- 
eral and  comprehensive  scope  of  the  aforesaid 
order.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man, so  far  from  mending  the  matter,  it  only 
made  it  worse ;  for,  according  to  his  own  show- 
ing, he  had  not  only  offended  the  House,  in 
earnest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in 
either  case,  had  determined,  if  possible,  to 
throw  ridicule  upon  a  resolution  which  the 
House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for  its  own 
governance,  in  relation  to  all  papers  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  would  manifest  their  high  sense  of  the  in- 
genuity of  the  gentleman  in  the  manner  that 
became  them. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by 
Messrs.  Cambeeleng,  Lawlee,  Wise,  and  Jen- 
iFEE,  the  House  adjourned,  without  coming  to 
any  decision. 

ft  

Tuesday,  February  7. 
Cemure  of  Mr.  Adams. 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  journal  was 
concluded, 

Mr.  Adams  rose  and  said  the  minutes  on  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
not,  in  one  particular,  suflBciently  explicit.  The 
journal  stated  that  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South 
Carolina,  moved  a  modification  of  his  own  res- 
olution "  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Alabama ;  "  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  that 
the  journal  should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lewis  had 
moved,  or  offered  to  move,  that  resolution  as 
an  amendment,  and  that  then  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  South  Carolina,  accepted  it. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Adams,  Thompson  of  South  Carolina,  Lawlee, 
EvEEETT,  Williams  of  Kentucky,  Alfoed,  El- 
moee,  and  Mbecee,  the  journal  was  amended 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being 
the  "  privileged  question  "  of  censure  embraced 
in  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  South  Carolina : 

''  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Quinct  Adams, 
by  an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has 
committed  a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  member  from  Massachu- 
setts, above  named,  by  creating  the  impression,  and 
leaving  the  House  under  such  impression,  that  said 
petition  was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  when  he 
knew  it  was  not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

"  3,  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Qxiinct  Adams 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct  re- 
ferred to  in  the  preceding  resolutions." 

The  question  pending  was  the  following,  sub- 
mitted as  a  substitute  by  Mr,  HAy^'Es : 
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"  Remlmd,  That  John  QniNCT  Adams,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  ren- 
dered himself  justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of 
this  House,  and  is  censured  accordingly,  for  having 
attempted  to  present  to  this  House  the  petition  of 
slaves." 

Mr.  Jenifer  ,  -who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
begged  leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the 
venerable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams.)  He  read  the  following  proceedings 
from  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  and  he  would 
respectfully  ask  that  gentleman  if  that  report 
was  correct : 

"  Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded,  and  further  presented 
abolition  petitions  from  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Michigan,  Virginia,  (nine  ladies  in  Fredricksburg,") 
&c. 

"  Mr.  Adams  next  stated  he  had  in  hia  possession 
a  paper,  upon  which  he  wished  to  have  a  decision 
of  the  Speaker.  The  paper,  he  said,  came  from 
twenty  persons  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  would 
consider  this  paper  as  coming  under  the  rule  of  the 
House." 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  must  be  perfectly  within 
the  recollection  of  the  Speaker,  that  what  was 
there  stated  in  the  Globe  was  correct.  He  did 
not  present  the  petition,  but  kept  it  in  his  pos- 
session. He  had  stated  to  the  Speaker  that  he 
had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
from  twenty-two  slaves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  kind  would 
come  under  the  rule  of  the  18th  of  January 
last ;  and  the  Speaker  said,  as  it  was  a  novel 
question,  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it.  He  had  also  stated,  before  he  com- 
menced presenting  his  petitions,  that  he  had 
some  in  his  possession  which  it  had  occurred  to 
him  were  impositions ;  as,  by  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January,  members  who  had  an  attach- 
ment to  the  right  of  petition  were  liable  to  im- 
position. He  had  stated  that,  among  the  peti- 
tions which  were  in  his  possession,  he  had  the 
suspicion  that  some  of  them  were  not  genuine ; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  say  whether 
he  had  not  given  this  statement  when  he  pre- 
sented several  of  his  petitions.  He  had  given 
this  statement  when  he  stated  he  had  in  his 
possession  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves ;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  House  had  the  right  to  infer,  that  this  paper 
•was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  have  said  any  such  thing ; 
for  if  the  House  had  received  the  petition,  and 
it  had  been  read,  they  would  instantly  have 
seen  that  be  made  a  false  statement.  He  would, 
furthermore,  say  that  if  it  had  been  a  petition 
of  slaves  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he  should 
at  least  have  paused  before  he  brought  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House  in  any  form.  However 
sacred  he  might  hold  the  right  of  petition,  he 
would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
bringing  before  the  House  petitions  which  it 
was  his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  presented ;  that 
discretionary  power,  however,  he  would  use 


with  prudence,  and  he  would  say  that  the  mere 
circumstance  of  a  petition  being  from  slaves 
would  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it ;  and 
if  he  should  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the 
House  for  so  doing,  he  was  ready  to  receive  it. 

As  he  had  before  said,  however,  he  had  not 
presented  this  petition  to  the  House,  and  he  was 
yet  waiting  the  Speaker's  decision  before  he 
could  determine  whether  he  would  present  it. 
If  the  House  should  decide  that  it  was  not  a 
paper  which  came  under  the  order  of  the  18th 
of  January,  and  was  not  admissible,  he  should 
not  present  it  at  all.  He  would  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  to  the  House,  that  however 
much  he  might  have  been  misunderstood  by 
gentlemen,  there  was  nothing  further  from  hig 
intention  than  to  trifle  with  the  House  on  this 
occasion ;  and  never  in  the  course  of  his  life 
had  he  intended  to  pay  a  greater  respect  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  members.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  feel- 
ings, he  would  have  presented  the  paper  to  the 
House ;  but,  from  the  respect  he  paid  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  before  he  presented  the  paper. 

Mr.  Deomgoole  said  he  preferred  action  on  a 
question  of  this  character  rather  than  debate, 
and  he  had  risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
questing the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Thompson)  to  accept  a  modification  he 
would  send  to  the  Clerk's  table : 

The  modification  was  read,  as  foUows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  QciNcr 
Adams,  a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating  in  hia 
place  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it 
came  within  the  meaning  of  a  resolution  heretofore 
adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its  presentation,)  has 
given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of 
petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  oigan ;  and 
that  for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of  this 
House. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  John  Q.  Adams 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Thompson  accepted  the  above  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  his  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  Elmoeb  trusted  there  was  no  intention 
of  arguing  this  subject,  but  that  the  South 
would  present  united  action,  and  an  undivided 
front,  and  suffer  all  minor  differences  of  opinion 
to  sul)side. 

Mr.  Lawlee  then  took  the  floor,  and  insisted, 
at  some  length,  that  the  explanation  of  the 
member  from  Massachusetts  was  any  thing  but 
satisfactory,  and  he  made  an  earnest  appeal  to 
him  to  retract  what  he  had  done. 

Mr.  Robertson  said :  I  have  taken  no  part, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  stormy  debate  which  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  elicited.  I  was,  sir,  I  con- 
fess, unwilling  to  trust  to  the  emotions  which 
that  conduct  could  not  fail  to  excite  in  the 
bosom  of  every  Southern  man.  There  was 
danger  the  first  impulse  might  hurry  us  too 
far ;  for  it  is  ever  in  moments  of  high  excite- 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


275 


Feeeuabv,  1837.] 


Cenmre  of  Mr.  Adams. 


[H.  OF  E. 


ment,  of  exasperation,  such  as  we  have  just  wit- 
nessed, that  the  most  fatal  precedents  are  estab- 
lished, and  that,  too,  often  under  the  influence 
of  high  and  honorable  motives.     It  is  due, 
therefore,  to  ourselves,  to  the  member  impli- 
cated, and  to  the  country,  now  that  some  de- 
gree of  calmness  is  restored,  to  weigh  well  the 
consequences  of  the  measure"  proposed  under 
such  circumstances  for  our  adoption.     To  drag'  a 
member  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  cause  him 
to  be  publicly  censured  by  the  Speaker,  must  be 
regarded  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  punish- 
ment, and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  give  satisfac- 
tory reasons  for  inflicting  it.     Let  us  look  to 
the  resolution  which  professes  to  assign  them. 
It  declares  that  the  member  in  question,  by 
stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,   and  inquiring  whether  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  certain  resolution,  as 
preliminary  to  its  presentation,  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  of  his  readiness  to  he  their  organ. 
Yes,  sir ;  we  charge  that  by  stating  a  fact,  and 
making  an  inquiry,  he  has  given  color  to  an 
offensive  idea ;  and  it  is  for  the  crime  of  inti- 
mating that  idea  we  demand  his  punishment. 
I  cannot  go  this  length.     So  long  as  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 
the  consequences  to  myself  personally  what 
they  may,  to  censure  or  expel  any  member  for 
the  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry  or  remark  in 
which  he  may  indulge,  whilst  acting  in  what 
he  may  regard,  however  erroneously,  as  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  keeping  within  the  lim- 
its of  parliamentary  order.    Let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  approving  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.     Far  from  it ;  no 
one  more  strongly  condemns  it.    I  concur  with 
those  who  think  that  he  has  trifled  with  the 
patience  of  the  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
business,  and  wantonly  tortured  the  feehngs  of 
a  large  portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minute- 
ness with  which  he  has  dwelt  upon  the  contents 
of  offensive  petitions,  and  the  names  and  char- 
acters of  those  who  signed  them.     I  cannot 
hold  him  guiltless  In  unnecessarily  introducing 
and  enlarging  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abo- 
lition ;  especially  he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame 
for  leaving  the  House  so  long  under  an  evident 
and  painful  mistake  in  relation  to  the  petition 
in  his  possession,  by  suppressing  information  of 
its  contents.    Nor  do  I  believe  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  in 
convincing  one  human  being,  except  himself, 
.of  the  propriety  of  his  course.     Indeed,  in  one 
respect  that  explanation  must  rather  be  regarded 
ia  the  light  of  an  aggravation,  reiterating,  as  it' 
did,  the  offensive  doctrine  that  slaves  have  a 
right  to  send  their   petitions  into  this  hall. 
That  gentleman  is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in 
his  calmer  moments,  the  preposterous  position, 
that  those  who  under  the  constitution  are  re- 
cognized 03  property,  who  constitute  no  part 
of  the  body  politic,  can  exercise  political  rights. 
He_  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  consequences 
which  have  ensued  from  suggesting  a  doubt  up- 


on that  subject.  But  whatever  may  he  my 
opinion,  or  that  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity 
or  impropriety  of  raising  such  a  question  here, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  we  can  make  it  the 
ground  of  a  penal  proceeding. 
Mr.  Alfoed  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
would  screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this 
House,  because  he  has  not  sent  his  petition 
from  slaves  to  your  table.  Sir,  he  has  sent  the 
petition  from  the  free  negroes  of  Fredericks- 
burg, and  that  is  as  wrong  and  insulting  to  us 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  Constitution  of 
these  United  States  no  more  allows  the  one 
than  the  other,  and  both  are  equally  insulting. 
Moreover,  the  member  has  said  he  would  not 
refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if  the 
House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity 
to  this  House ;  the  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  is 
more  conclusive  to  my  mind  than  aU  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  be  some  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  our  friends  here,  as  to  what 
course  we  ought  to  pursue  in  this  awful  crisis 
of  our  beloved  country.  Some  of  our  friends, 
as  patriotic  as  any,  have  urged,  in  this  debate, 
that  we  oughtenot  to  sit  here  and  submit  to  this 
outrageous  course  of  things ;  that  if  it  does  not 
cease,  we  should  go  home.  No,  sir ;  no,  sir ; 
this  must  not  be ;  we  will  neither  submit  nor 
retire.  If  they  prosecute  this  measure  in  this 
House,  by  attempts  at  legislating  us  out  of  our 
rights,  we  will  resist  it  here  by  legislative  acts 
as  long  as  we  can ;  and  if  at  last  they  prove  too 
strong  for  us,  and  succeed  in  passing  unconsti- 
tutional laws,  to  rob- us  of  our  property,  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children,  still  we  will 
not  submit ;  they  must  change  the  constitution 
before  they  can  bind  us  by  any  laws  of  aboli- 
tion ;  this  they  never  can  do,  if  the  South  is 
true  to  itself.  And  true  we  shall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  constitution,  our  wives,  our  chil- 
dren, and  our  country.  If  still  they  pursue  us 
to  the  last,  and  attempt  to  do  by  force  what 
they  never  can  do  by  law,  we  will  not  be  found 
wanting ;  we  will  not  desert  this  Capitol  nor 
this  country.  This  is  the  Old  Dominion ;  this 
land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs;  it  was  ceded  by 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  toler- 
ated by  law.  Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the 
dominion  of  force,  and  that,  too,  inflicted  by 
the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild  and  worse 
than  savage  fanatic  ?    No,  never  I 

I  apprehend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South 
is  not  well  understood  upon  this  subject.  Party 
purposes  and  party  policy  may  have  prevented 
a  fair  and  full  expression  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the  South 
upon  this  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has 
not  been  felt  here  as  it  should  have  been.  Let 
me  teU  gentlemen,  it  is  a  firm  and  unconquer- 
able resolution  never  to  surrender  one  jot  or 
tittle  of  our  constitutional  rights  upon  this  sub- 
ject. We  have  a  common  interest  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, a  common  title  in  this  capital;  it 
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bears  the  Bame  of  the  immortal  "Washington, 
and  he  was  a  Southern  man.  Shall  we,  then, 
ever  surrender  the  one  or  desert  the  other? 
No,  never !  Never,  until  this  fair  city  is  a  field 
of  "Waterloo,  and  this  heautiful  Potomac  a  river 
of  blood. 

Mr.  CtrsHiNO  said  that  the  Honse,  dm-ing  the 
whole  of  yesterday  and  to-day,  had  been  the 
scene  of  a  most  excited  and  very  discursive  de- 
bate, branching  out  into  a  great  variety  of  in- 
cidental topics,  many  of  which  were  but  re- 
motely connected  with  the  main  question. 
There  was,  in  truth,  only  one  thing  for  the 
House  to  determine.  Did  the  venerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  by  the  inquiry  he 
propounded  to  the  Chan-,  violate  any  law  of 
the  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  rule,  so 
as  to  render  him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure 
of  the  House  ?  This  was  the  real  point  in  issue, 
on  the  precise  merits  of  the  resolution  moved 
or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson.) 

I  have  not  risen  (said  Mr.  0.)  to  analyze  or 
discuss  that  resolution.  There  is  no  need  of  it. 
My  honorable  colleague  near  me  (Mr.  Lincoln) 
has  ably  discharged  this  duty.  He  has  demon- 
strated, temperately  but  manfully,  the  untena- 
bleness  of  all  the  grounds  on  wl^oh  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  made  to  rest.  The  sentiments 
expressed  by  him  do  honor  alike  to  his  head 
and  his  heart.  I  declare  my  cordial  concurrence 
in  every  word  he  has  uttered  on  this  occasion. 

And,  after  this  declaration,  it  is  but  a  neces- 
sary consequence  to  say  that  to  no  resolution 
of  censure,  based  on  the  matters  now  before  us, 
to  no  rebuke,  expressed  or  implied,  to  no  action 
of  the  House  that  shall  touch  that  individual 
(Mr.  Adams)  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  I  give  my 
assent.  If,  in  the  present  contingency,  any 
thing  had  transpired  of  itself  tending  to  justify 
the  resolution  of  censure,  I  could  not  fail  to 
remember  that  he,  who  is  the  object  of  it,  has 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  my  country ;  that 
he  is  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  com- 
mon with  myself,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
that,  eminent  as  he  is  by  reason  of  his  long 
public  services,  and  the  exalted  stations  he  has 
held,  he  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his  intellectual 
superiority ;  that  his  character  no  longer  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the 
history  of  civilization  and  of  liberty ;  and  I 
would  have  members  ponder  well  the  case,  be- 
fore they  proceed,  whether  to  gratify  friends  or 
appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in  censure 
of  such  a  man. 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  col- 
league, for  the  alleged  offence  of  speaking  words 
in  his  place,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
which  give  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  possess 
the  right  of  petition.  "Was  it  an  offence  ?  And 
if  so,  in  what  text  is  the  offence  defined  and  the 
punishment  prescribed  ?  There  is  no  such  text. 
The  proposition  is,  to  censure  my  colleague  at 
the  mere  will  of  the  House,  its  arbitrary  will, 
for  an  act  which  offends  a  portion  of  its  mem- 


bers, by  raising  the  implication  of  an  erroneous 
idea.  Whither  is  this  precedent  to  lead  ?  Is  it 
not  utterly  subversive  of  the  freedom  of  debate  ? 
A  member  is  not  to  utter  an  opinion,  or  by 
words  of  inquiry  insinuate  an  opinion,  obnoxious 
to  the  rest  of  the  House  ?  I  must  express  my 
surprise — I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  because 
that  would  infer  reproach — that  gentlemen,  who 
continually  themselves  exercise  the  privilege  of 
debate  in  its  widest  latitude — who  stretch  it  to 
the  farthest  verge — who  do  this  in  the  utterance 
of  opinions  offensive  to  a  majority  of  the 
House — my  profound  astonishment  that  such 
gentlemen  should  urge  the  arbitrary  punish- 
ment of  my  colleague  for  a  pretended  abuse  of 
the  right  of  debate.  Or  do  members  from  the 
South  conceive  they  are  to  have  the  privilege 
of  speech  exclusively  to  themselves  ?  If  so,  it 
is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  self-delu- 
sion. 

Eelyiug,  however,  very  little  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  gentlemen  seek  to  justify  their 
purpose  by  other  considerations.  To  begin, 
they  denounce,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  dis- 
tinguishing opinions  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  question  of  public  liberty, 
incidental  to  the  resolution  before  us.  They 
err  most  egregiously,  if  they  believe  that  such 
opinions  are  exclusively  peculiar  to  Massachu- 
setts or  to  New  England.  Those  opinions  pre- 
vail quite  as  extensively  in  the  great  States  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  for  exam- 
ple, as  they  do  in  New  England.  They  are,  in- 
deed, opinions  of  elemental  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions  of 
the  country.  It  may  be  that  such  opinions  are 
more  strongly  held,  and  more  universally  under- 
stood, in  New  England,  than  elsewhere  in  the 
United  States.  Imay  not  denyit.  Deny  it?  I 
glory  in  the  fact.  It  is  the  proof  and  the  result  of 
our  old  and  persevering  dedication  to  liberty. 

Gentlemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fun- 
damental rights — as  the  freedom  of  speech,  of 
opinion,  of  petition — as  if  they  were  derived  from 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  scout 
such  a  doctrine.  If  there  were  a  drop  in  my 
veins  that  did  not  rebel  against  the  sentiment, 
it  would  be  bastard  blood.  Sir,  I  claim  to  be 
descended  from  the  king-killing  Koundheads  of 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  First;  through  a  race 
of  men  not  unremembered  in  peace  or  war; 
never  backward  in  the  struggles  of  liberty ;  a 
family,  upon  the  head  of  a  member  of  which 
the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Great  Britain, 
in  revenge  of  his  eaidy  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  and 
their  principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  they  did 
— to  abandon  all  the  advantages  of  country, 
home,  fortune,  station — to  fly  to  some  western 
wilderness — and  to  live  upon  a  handful  of  parch- 
ed corn  and  a  cup  of  cold  water,  with  God  s 
blessing  on  honest  independence — sooner  than 
I  will  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  those  great 
principles  of  liberty  which  I  have  sucked  in 
with  my  mother's  milk.  I  disdain  to  hold  these 
rights  by  any  parchment  title.    The  people  of 
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the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  people 
of  every  State  of  this  Uniou,  came  into  it  in  the 
fuU  possession  and  fruition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  constitute  this  Government  as  the 
means  of  acquiring  new  rights,  but  for  the  pro- 
tection of  old  ones,  which  nature  had  conferred 
upon  us ;  which  the  constitution  rightly  regards 
as  pre-existing  rights ;  and,  as  to  which,  all  the 
constitution  does  is  to  provide  that  these  rights 
neither  you,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  shall 
alter,  abrogate,  or  abridge.  They  are  rights  of 
Heaven's  own  giving.  We  hold  them  by  the 
supreme  tenure  of  revolution.  "We  hold  them 
by  the  dread  arbitrament  of  battle.  We  hold 
them  by  the  concession  of  a  higher  and  broader 
charter  than  all  the  constitutions  in  the  land — 
the  free  donation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  he 
made  us  to  be  men.  These,  the  cardinal  prin- 
ciples of  human  freedom,  he  has  implanted  in 
us,  and  placed  them  before  and  behind  and 
around  us,  for  our  guard  and  guidance,  like  the 
cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
which  led  the  Israelites  through  the  desert.  It 
is  a  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  underived, 
imprescriptible ;  and  acknowledged  in  the  con- 
stitution itself,  as  pre-eminently  before  and 
above  the  constitation. 

Now,  in  their  denunciations  of  the  North,  it 
is  these,  the  very  primordial  rights  of  the  uni- 
versal people  of  the  United  States,  that  gentle- 
men from  the  South  assail.  They  strike  at  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of  speech, 
out  of  doors — and  the  right  of  petition  and  de- 
bate in  this  House. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  that  they  entertain  sentiments  condemn- 
ed by  a  majority  of  this  nation.  But  can  it  be 
a  crime  ?  I  appeal  once  again  to  that  portion 
of  the  members  from  the  South  who  are  fore- 
most in  this  debate — I  mean  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  and  his 
friends — who  on  certain  subjects  differ  in  opin- 
ion with  a  great  majority  of  their  countrymen ; 
and  I  ask  them  whether  they  stand  prepared  to 
abide  by  and  sustain  the  doctrine  that  opinions, 
unacceptable  to  the  majority,  are  a  moral  or 
political  crime?  Will  they  apply  to  themselves 
the  rule  of  judgment  which  they  urge  so  ve- 
hemently against  the  people  of  the  North? 
Will  they  deliberately  sanction  such  an  odious 
doctrine?  I  know  they  cannot.  They  must 
perceive  that  It  is  impossible  by  any  act  of  the 
will  to  control  the  conclusions  of  the  mind.  It 
is  our  duty,  in  all  the  contingencies  of  life,  to 
weigh  well  the  facts  and  the  reasonings  upon 
which  our  judgments  are  to  be  formed ;  to  ap- 
ply to  every  question  a  conscientious  desire  to 
arrive  at  the  truth ;  to  spare  no  means  to  inform 
ourselves  rightly  as  to  the  matters  which  the 
mind  is  to  judge.  But  the  result  is  not  a  thing 
within  the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  mon- 
strous, therefore,  to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar 
of  legal  censure.  It  is  a  violation  of  the  inte- 
rior sanctuary  of  a  man's  own  soul.  It  is  the 
very  acme  of  tyranny.    The  arbitrary  power  to 


condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  which  gave 
birth  to  the  protestant  reformation,  and  which 
has  rendered  the  inquisition  a  by- word  of  odium 
and  reproach.  It  is  that  self-same  thing  from 
which  om-  fathers  fled— the  Puritans,  the  Cath- 
olics, the  Quakers,  the  Huguenots — when  they 
left  their  native  Europe  to  found  an  asylum  for 
conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  that  which 
has  nerved  the  arm  and  edged  the  sword,  in 
every  contest  of  liberty,  which  lightens  along 
the  history  of  civilized  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press — I  admit  that 
here  there  is  more  difficulty  than  in  the  case 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  practical  problem,  extreme- 
ly difficult  of  solution,  to  determine  always  how 
much  of  liberty  in  this  respect  is  possible  to  be 
maintained,  without  degenerating  into  licen- 
tiousness. And  it  is  a  practical  question,  great- 
ly dependent  on  times  and  circumstances.  I 
shall  not  seek,  in  these  cursory  remarks,  to 
solve  the  problem.  It  suffices  for  my  present 
purpose  to  suggest  the  idea,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  political  inquiry,  while  it  is  a  thing  hos- 
tile to  the  general  spirit  of  our  institutions,  is 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end 
in  aggravating  the  evil  it  is  designed  to  remedy. 

I  had  occasion,  the  last  winter,  to  express  my 
views  on  the  general  subject  of  the  right  of  pe- 
tition. They  remain  without  change.  And  I 
can  but  repeat  my  conviction,  that  this,  like  the 
liberty  of  conscience  and  the  press,  is  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constitution,  but  an  original  right 
of  the  constituent  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  but  in 
their  compacts  of  political  fellowship  expressly 
saved  from  all  abridgment  and  limitation  for- 
ever. The  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  receive  and  consider  such  petitions,  are  in 
my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of  the 
right.  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  which 
the  people  bring  their  wants  or  opinions  to  the 
direct  notice  of  Congress.  It  is  an  essential  in- 
gredient of  representative  institutions.  To  for- 
bid the  citizen  to  prefer  his  wishes  to  Congress 
by  petition  would  be  to  lop  off  one  of  the 
chief  democratic  features  of  our  Government, 
and  to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  elective 
despotism.  It  would  be  a  curtailment  of  the 
constitutional  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  they  could  not  and 
should  not  submit. 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  are  my  sentiments  in  re- 
gard to  these  great  fundamental  rights  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  I  think  they  are,  in  the  sub- 
stance and  the  general  outline,  the  sentiments 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  the  North ;  and  I 
had  fondly  imagined,  until  very  recently,  that 
they  were  sentiments  co-extensive  in  preva- 
lence with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  republic.  En- 
tertaining this  belief,  I  have  deeply  regretted  to 
see  the  dangerous  topic  of  slavery  mixed  up 
with  other  questions,  wholly  foreign  to  it  in 
principle. 

Sir,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  in  all  directness  and 
sincerity,  do  they  suppose  that  angry  attacks 
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on  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  petition,  of  debate,  are  likely  to  check 
the  spread  in  the  United  States  of  that  disap- 
probation of  slavery,  -which  is  but  another  form, 
conversely  considered,  of  the  love  of  liberty  ? 
Do  they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opin- 
ions and  stifle  the  petitions  of  the  free  men  of 
the  United  States  ?  Ay,  and  of  the  free  women 
too  3  For  I  confess  it  seems  to  me  a  strange 
idea  to  uphold,  in  this  enlightened  age,  that 
woman,  refined,  educated,  intellectual  woman, 
is  to  have  no  opinion,  or  no  right  to  express 
that  opinion.  Do  gentlemen  soberly  think 
their  cause  can  be  strengthened  in  the  country, 
by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  for  con- 
tempt, by  subjecting  to  censure,  by  expelling, 
a  Representative  of  one  of  the  free  States,  be- 
cause he  may  have  given  color  to  the  idea  that 
slaves  can  petition  Congress  ? 

The  resolution  before  the  House  proposes  to 
censure  my  colleague  for  the  act  of  stating  that 
he  held  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from 
slaves,  and  asking  of  the  Speaker  whether  such 
a  paper  falls  within  a  certain  order  of  the 
House. 

Now,  as  I.have  already  said,  I  hold  the  right 
of  petition  to  be  an  original  and  unalienated 
right  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  secur- 
ed to  them  by  the  constitution,  but  not  derived 
from  it.  I  hold  that  the  right  appertains,  not 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition,  but  to  the 
person  of  the  petitioner.  I  hold,  also,  that  the 
obligation  to  receive  a  petition  corresponds 
to  the  right  of  petitioning ;  since  the  right, 
without  the  duty,  is  a  mere  name,  and  not  a 
substance.  And  there  may  be  a  power  to  re- 
ceive a  petition,  without  any  obligation  to  re- 
ceive it,  or  any  right  to  insist  upon  its  reception 
as  a  corresponding  duty.  For  instance,  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  receive  a  petition  of  a 
foreigner ;  and  yet  Congress  lies  under  no  obli- 
gation to  receive  it ;  because  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  guaranteed  only  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not,  as  a  matter  of  consti- 
tutional law,  just  so  in  the  case  of  a  slave  ? 
The  constitution  guarantees  to  the  constituent 
people  of  the  United  States  their  natural  rights 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition, 
against  all  abridgment.  Are  slaves  embraced 
within  these  guarantees  of  the  constitution  ?  I 
think  not.  As  to  the  natural  right  of  the  slave 
in  these  particulars,  that,  like  his  natural  right 
of  personal  freedom,  not  being  assured  to  him 
by  the  constitutional  compact,  is  not  a  question 
within  tho  constitutional  competency  of  Con- 
gress. 

But  the  inquiry  whether  Congress  may  re- 
ceive the  petition  of  a  slave  depends  on  other 
considerations.  It  is  a  question,  not  of  the 
rifht  of  the  petitioner,  but  of  the  discretion  or 
power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  just  such  a  matter-of-fact  question  of 
common  sense  as  might  occur  in  the  relations  of 
private  life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  supposable 
cases  in  which  I  could  receive  and  grant  the  re- 
quest—that is,  the  petition— of  a  slave.     I  can- 


not infringe  the  legal  rights  of  the  master  with- 
out becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land; 
nay,  to  a  higher  forum,  since  I  should  be  doing 
an  act  immoral  and  dishonorable  as  well  as  ille- 
gal.    He  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property 
of  his  master.    But  is  he  not  also  a  human  lie 
ing  ?    Does  not  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  call  him  a  person,  while  mak- 
ing him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation ?    Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  re- 
quest, no  prayer,  in  any  circumstances?    If  I 
see  him  drowning  in  the  canal,  or  about  to  be 
struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  he  cries  to  me 
for  succor,  may  I  not  listen  to  him  ?    Suppose 
a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  slave,  setting 
forth  by  well-authenticated  statements,  that  he 
is  in  a  foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronged, 
and  his  master,  a  citizen  of  this  country,  does 
not  know  it,  or  cannot  be  found ;  may  I  not 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Government,  whe- 
ther it  be  Congress  or  the  Executive,  which- 
ever has  the  power  to  afford  redress  ?    What  I 
mean  to  say  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing 
to  do  with  abolition,  and  not  affecting  in  aoy 
other  respect  the  legal  rights  of  the  master,  it 
might  be  proper  and  reasonable  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  petition  of  a  slave.    These,  I  know,  are 
extreme  cases ;  and  they  are  suggested  only  as 
illustrations  of  my  idea ;  for  I  would  no  more 
present  a  petition  from  slaves,  in  derogation  of 
any  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South, 
than  I  would  offer  a  deliberate  insult  to  the 
Chair  or  to  the  House. 

Having  been  at  all  times  a  strenuous  advocate 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of 
petition,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  thus 
explicitly  my  views  of  the  existing  constitu- 
tional limitation  of  these  immunities.  It  were 
unbecoming  to  be  a  stickler  for  the  rights  of 
one  part  of  the  country,  and  Mind  to  the  rights 
of  another  part.  I  resist  the  attempt  to  punish 
my  colleague  by  a  sort  of  ex  post  facto  law, 
which  in  its  tendency  extinguishes  the  freedom 
of  debate,  and  subjects  every  member  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  a  majority.  I  defend  the 
particular  opinions  of  the  North.  I  assert  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  speech,  the  press,  petition, 
inherent  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
secured  to  them  by  the  constitution.  Butwhile 
I  maintain  the  sanctity,  the  inviolability  of  these 
rights,  as  it  befits  a  representative  of  Massachu- 
setts to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nor  coun- 
tenance elsewhere,  any  encroachments  on  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  South. 


"Wednesday,  February  8. 
Election  of  President  and   Vice  President- 
Counting  the  Electoral  Votes. 

This  being  the  day  especially  set  apart  by  a 
joint  resolution  for  the  two  Houses  to  convene 
in  joint  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
and  counting  the  electoral  votes  given  by  the 
several  States  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States — 
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[H.  OF  R 


Mr.  Hatnes  said,  as  the  hour  had  nearly 
elapsed,  he  begged  to  propovmd  an  inquiry  to 
the  Chair,  m  relation  to  the  order  in  which  the 
Senate  should  be  received  by  the  House  on 
occasions  like  the  present. 

The  Chair  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  usual 
course  had  heretofore  been  for  the  House,  some 
short  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  hour,  to 
send  a  message  to  the  Senate,  informing  that 
body  that  the  House  was  in  readiaess  to  re- 
ceive them  and  count  the  votes.  The  Chair 
stated,  further,  that,  so  far  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed, the  mode  of  receiving  the  Senate  by 
the  House  was  for  the  members  to  stand  un- 
covered. 

Mr.   Patton  moved  that,  while  the  votes 
were  being  counted,  ladies  be  admitted  to  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  of  the  hall. 
Mr.  Jaevis  objected. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule ;  agreed  to — yeas  141, 
noes  not  counted ;  and  Mr.  Patton's  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Anthony  inquired  if  it  was  necessary  to 
move  that  a  cofamittee  wait  upon  the  Senate ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  should  appoint  a  sub- 
committee, or  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  Chair  stated,  in  reply,  that  upon  every 
occasion  of  this  kind,  with  a  single  exception, 
the  invariable  course  had  been  to  send  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk.  In  one  instance 
only  the  message  had  been  transmitted  by  a 
committee  of  two  members  of  the  House,  who 
were  also  appointed  to  conduct  the  Senate  into 
the  hall ;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the 
former  practice. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  that  a  message  be  then 
sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk,  notifying  that 
body  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Chair  stated,  before  putting  the  question, 
that  the  seats  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's 
chair  had  been  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Senate,  and  others  provided  for  the 
members  to  which  they  belonged. 

Mr.  Anthony's  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House ;  the 
Senate  shortly  after  entered  the  hall,  with  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  Hon.  William  R. 
King,  of  Alabama,  at  their  head,  preceded  by 
the  Secretary  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
hall,  and  conducted  to  the  seat  assigned  them 
by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, all  the  members  being  uncovered 
and  rising  in  their  places.  ' 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
signed them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
had  seated  himself  at  the  right  of  the  Speaker 
the  teOers  took  their  seats  at  the  Clerk's 
table. 

The  tellers  were— for  the  Senate,  the  Hon. 
Felix  Grundy  ;  for  the  House  of  Representa- 


tives, the  Hon.  Pbancis  Thomas  and  the  Hon. 
Levi  Lincoln. 

The  President  oe  the  Senate  then  rose  and 
said : 

The  two  Houses  being  now  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
several  States  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  the  votes  and 
deliver  them  to  the  tellers,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  counted. 

I  now  present  to  the  tellers  the  electoral  vote 
of  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes,  and  an- 
nounced them,  severally,  in  their  order,  the 
same  form  having  been  observed  in  every  case ; 
the  tellers  also  reading  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors,  and  the  certificates  of  their  elections. 

He  then  announced  the  result,  as  reported 
by  the  tellers,  as  follows : 

For  President  of  the  United  States. 
For  Martin  Van  Bueen,  of  New  York — 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted    -     170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  167 
For  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio  -  73 
For  Hugh  Lawson  White,  of  Tennessee  -  36 
For  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts  -  14 
For  Willie  P.  Mangum,  of  North  Carolina  11 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  President) 
that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
the  result  would  be,  for  Martin  Van  Buren, 
for  President  of  the  United  States,  170  votes  ; 
if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted,  Mar- 
tin Van  BtjREN  then  has  167  votes.  In  either 
event,  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
therefore  declare  that  Martin  Van  Buren, 
having  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  is  duly  elected  President  ' 
of  the  United  States,  for  four  years,  commenc- 
ing the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  then  an- 
nounced the  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  reported  by  the  tellers,  as 
follows : 
For  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky — 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted    -    147 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  144 
For  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York  -  77 
For  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia  -  -    47 

For  William  Smith,  of  Alabama     -        -    23 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  Presi- 
dent) that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted, 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  would  be  147;  and  if 
those  votes  be  not  counted,  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  that  office  will  be  144.  But,  in 
either  event,  no  person  has  received  a  majority 
of  the  electoral,  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  iand  I  do  therefore  declare,  that, 
no  person  having  received  such  majority,  no 
person  has  been  elected  to  that  office ;  that 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Fran- 
cis Granser,  of  New  York,  are  the  two  highest 
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on  the  list ;  and  it  now  devolves  on  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  as  provided  in  the  consti- 
tution, from  those  two  persons  to  elect  a  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 


cocQ 


STATES. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Massacliu6etts, 

Khode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

Vermont, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Ohio, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Alabama, 

Missouri, 

Arkansas 

Michigan 
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Whole  number  of 
electors,  were  the 
votes  of  Michigan 
counted. 


Necessary,  were  the 
votes  of  Michigan 
counted. 


Whole  number  of 
electors,  were  the 
votes  or  Michigan 
not  counted. 


^or  president. 
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The  President  of  the  Senate  then  an- 
nounced that  the  object  for  which  the  two 
Houses  were  assembled,  under  the  constitution, 
had  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  Senators 
would  retire  to  their  chamber  in  order. 

The  Senators  then  rose  and  retired  in  the 
order  they  came,  the  members  of  the  House 
rising  in  their  places  and  remaining  uncovered. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  join  such 
committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  notifying 
the  persons  elected  of  their  election,  reported : 

That  the  joint  committee,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  with  which  they  were 
charged  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  have 
agreed  to  the  following  resolution,  in  which 


their  committee  recommend  to  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  to  concur : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  that  body,  to  join  a  com- 
mittee of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives, to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  to  wait  on 
Martin  Van  Boeen,  of  New  York,  and  notify  him 
that  he  has  been  duly  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  for  four  years,  commencing  with  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1837. 

The   above    resolution    having    been   con- 
curred in, 
The  House  adjourned. 


Thtjesdat,  February  9. 
Censure  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  Chaib  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness, being  the  question  of  privilege  involved 
in  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolutions 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tlie  original  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  ¥. 
Thompson  was  modified  by  him,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Deomgoole,  as  follows : 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Quinct  Abahs, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating,  in  his  place, 
that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted, 
(as  preliininary  to  its  presentation,)  has  given  color 
to  the  idea  that  slaves  have  the  right  of  petition, 
and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  organ ;  and  that 
for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of  tliis  House. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  John  Q.  Adams 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  Btntjm  had  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Strike  out  aU  after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  in- 
sert, "  That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petition  or 
memorial  from  any  slave  or  slaves,  or  free  negro, 
from  any  part  of  the  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  and  calculated  to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and 
confusion  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  body, 
and  that  any  member  guilty  of  the  same  justly  sub- 
jects himself  to  the  censure  of  the  House. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  fact  whether  any  such  attempt  has 
been  made  by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  House  as  soon  as  practicable." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the 
following  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Patton  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  be- 
long to  slaves  of  this  Union ;  that  no  petition  from 
them  can  be  presented  to  this  House  without  dero- 
gating from  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States  and 
endangering  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 

"  Resolved,  That  every  member  who  shall  here- 
after present  any  such  petition  to  this  House  ought 
to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  this 
House,  the  rights  of  the  South,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
Union. . 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams  haTOig 
solemnly  disclaimed  a  design  of  doing  any  thing  dis- 
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respectful  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer 
to  present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore,  all  fur- 
ther proceeding  aa  to  his  conduct  now  cease." 

Mr.  Feenoh  said :  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cushing)  who,  last 
addressed  the  House  upon  these  resolutions, 
contended  that  the  right  of  petition  was  a 
natural  right,  derived  from  our  Creator ;  and, 
being  a  natural  right,  so  derived,  belonged  to 
all  human  beings.  If  that  gentleman  meant 
that  all  men  have  the  natural  right  to  suppli- 
cate the  Deity,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that 
all  men,  while  in  a  state  of  nature,  had  the 
right  to  petition  their  fellow-beings  for  what 
they  wanted,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that  all  . 
men,  in  their  personal  relations  and  intercourse, 
have  the  same  right  now,  he  is  right.  But  if 
he  meant  that  all  men  have  the  right  to  peti- 
tion the  Government,  I  think  he  is  wrong. 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  civil  government 
did  not  exist ;  and  how  can  a  man  be  said  to 
have  a  natural  right  to  petition  a  political  being 
who  had  no  voice  in  its  creation  —  who  is 
neither  party  nor  privy  to  the  body  politic  ? 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  favor  us 
with  what  he  termed  the  abstract  opinions  of 
the  abolitionists — opinions  which,  as  he  said, 
they  honestly  and  conscientiously  entertained. 
And  what  are  those  opinions?  That  slavery 
is,  in  the  abstract,  a  social,  moral,  and  political 
evil.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  ques- 
tion whether  slavery  be  or  be  not,  in  the  ab- 
stract, a  social,  moral,  or  political  evil,  but  I 
refer  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  said  to 
prove  what  are  the  grievances  of  the  aboli- 
tionists, and  what  their  objects.  Slavery, 
according  to  his  expos6  of  their  views,  is  their 
grievance— universal  emancipation,  then,  must 
be  their  object. 

If  they  prevail  in  that  object,  through  the 
action  of  Congress,  what  becomes  of  the  rights 
of  the  slave  States,  as  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  constitution  ?  What  becomes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  Sir,  it  is  plain  that  the  end  of  these 
things,  if  successful,  terminates  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government.  This  view  of  the 
subject,  therefore,  has  also  an  unfortunate  bear- 
ing upon  the  condoet  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man whom  it  is  proposed  to  censure. 

Sir,  the  history  of  aboHtion  petitions  in  this 
House  during  the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  efforts  of  a  large  majority 
of  this  House  to  avoid  the  agitation  and  conse- 
quent excitement,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  this 
dangerous  question,  are  known  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
repeat  them,  but  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  January 
by  which  this  House  ordered  all  petitions' 
memorials,  propositions,  and  papers,  relating  to 
slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  presented 
to  the  House,  to  be  received  and  laid  upon  the 


table,  without  being  printed  or  referred.    It 
reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu- 
tions, propositions,  or  papers,  relating  .  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  that  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had 
thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  this  House  in 
passing  this  resolution  ?  It  was  to  give  peace 
to  this  House  and  the  country  on  this  exciting 
question.  That  object  was  known  to  us  all. 
It  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
question.  His  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition,  by  inquiring  of  the  Chair 
if  a  petition  from  slaves  came  within  that 
resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the  House, 
and  is  disrespectful  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  broad  and 
comprehensive ;  and,  considered  without  re- 
ference to  those  to  whom  the  right  of  petition 
belongs,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
adopted,  and  the  object  the  House  had  in  view 
by  its  passage,  would  be  construed  to  let  in 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  it  from  aU  persons.  But  when  considered  in 
reference  to  these  considerations,  the  resolution 
neither  enlarges  nor  abridges  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. It  leaves  the  right  of  petition  as  it  stood 
before  its  passage.  Does  that  resolution,  then, 
enlarge  the  right  of  petition  ?  The  House  did 
not  dream  of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition. 
Will  any  one  contend  the  slaves  inhabiting  the 
island  of  Cuba  have  a  right,  under  the  resolu- 
tion, to  petition  this  House  ?  Or  that  it  gives 
to  the  blacks  planted  at  Liberia  the  right  of 
petition  ?  In  short,  does  it  confer  the  right  of 
petition  to  all  people?  Surely  not.  The 
broadness  of  the  resolution,  then,  forms  no 
justification  or  excuse  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts. 

The  conclusion,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  which 
my  own  sense  of  duty  conducts  me,  is,  that 
that  honorable  gentleman,  by  raising  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  this 
House,  did  wrong— in  fact,  by  so  doing,  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  contempt  of  all 
its  efforts  to  allay  all  excitement  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  especially  of  the  settled  judgment  of 
the  House,  as  expressed  by  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  of  the  18th  January— that  he  has, 
by  his  conduct  in  question,  trifled  with  the 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  characters,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  censured.  In  voting  for  the 
resolution  to  censure  that  honorable  gentleman, 
I  shall  not  be  influenced  by  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  rep- 
resentative character,  to  disapprove  of  his 
conduct,  I  shall  give  my  vote  under  a  lively 
sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents  and 
learning,  and  of  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  important  duties 
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of  the  high  and  honorable  stations  which  he 
has  filled  at  home  and  abroad. 

If  the  majority  of  this  House  are  satisfied 
with  the  explanations  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  think  proper  to  excuse  him,  they  can 
do  so.  Those  explanations  have  not  satisfied 
me,  and  I  shall  do  my  duty. 

Mr.  Evans  insisted  that  the  charge  of  offence, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, was  too  vague  to  justify  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  him.  There  was  nothing  speeiflo.  The 
resolution  "did  not  set  forth  any  thing  like  con- 
tempt towards  the  House,  or  even  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  rules,  but  that  he  had  "  given  color 
to  the  idea  "  that  slaves  iad  the  right  to  peti- 
tion. Mr.  E.  held  that  the  House  had  the  right 
to  punish  a  member  for  a  determined  violation 
of  its  rales;  because,  otherwise,  the  whole 
business  of  the  country  might  be  obstructed 
by  a  disorderly  member;  but  no  man  could 
be  punished  for  the  expression  of  his  honest 
opinions.  The  limitation  to  this,  such  as  per- 
sonalities, reflections  upon  the  past  conduct  of 
the  House,  &c.,  were  expressly  laid  down  in 
the  lex  parliamentaria.  With  reference  to  the 
right  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  said  there  were 
cases  embracing  it.  It  had  been  said,  also,  the 
slave  had  no  constitutional  rights  but  through 
his  master.  This  was  not  so ;  and  he  put  the 
cases  of  murder,  or  unprovoked  assault,  and 
that  of  alleged  kidnapping,  where  his  legal 
rights  were  recognized,  and  frequently  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  PioKBNS  explained  that  if  the  gentleman 
fi'om  Maine  was  alluding  to  his  argument,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had' not  said  the  slave  had  no  legal 
rights,  but  that  he  had  no  constitutional  or 
political  rights.  That  was  a  question  he  should 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman  argue. 

Mr.  Evans  was  referring  to  constitutional  or 
legal  rights,  which  he  insisted  had  been  secured 
to  the  slave.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general 
character  of  the  petitions  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh  lan- 
guage in  relation  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
the  South  or  Southern  men,  nor  any  expressed 
or  implied  wish  to  interfere  with  those  institu- 
tions. There  might  be  a  few  solitary  excep- 
tions, but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  much  warmth  on  both  sides.  The  right 
of  the  abolitionists  to  petition,  however,  should 
have  been  respected,  and  their  memorials  con- 
tinued to  be  received,  as  they  formerly  had 
been.  "While  this  was  done,  their  numbers 
were  few  and  their  efforts  feeble ;  but  they 
had  increased  in  numbers,  and  become  more 
powerful,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  treated  by  Congress.  They  contended 
that  slavery  was  a  great  moral,  social,  and 
political  evil,  and  was,  besides,  indefensible  by 
argument ;  and  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  listen 
to  them,  and  argue  with  them,  justified  them, 
in  their  own  opinion,  in  these  allegations ;  but 
there  was  nothing  insulting  in  this.  Even  that 
language  was  borrowed  from  Virginia;   and 


he  was  about  to  cite  some  passages  from  the 
debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  containing  this  declaration,  when 

Mr.  Patton  arose,  and  hoped  the  Chair  would 
restrict  the  limits  of  the  debate  within  the 
proper  range  of  order.  If  the  gentleman  was 
suffered  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  a  debate' was  springing  up  which 
would  be  interminable. 

The  Chair  reminded  the.  House  that  he  had 
several  times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate 
within  the  proper  limits,  and  had  repeatedly 
reminded  gentlemen  that  they  were  taking  too 
wide  a  range,  but  in  the  performance  of  that 
duty  he  had  not  been  sustained  by  the  House. 
As  he  had  been  called  upon,  however,  he  should 
enforce  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Evans  was  allowed  to  proceed,  but 
declined  to  do  so,  saying  he  did  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  introduce 
any  new  topics  into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Patton  then  read  the  following  modifi- 
cation of  his  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  any  member  who  shall  hereaiter 
present  to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in 
this  Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams  hav- 
ing solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing 
disrespectful  to  the  House,  in  the  inquiry  he  made 
of  the  Speaker,  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to 
offer  to  present  the  petition  to  the  House,  was  of 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore, 
all  further  proceeSngs  in  regard  to  his  conduct  do 
now  cease. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  the  above,  which 

Mr.  Thompson  accepted,  and  Mr.  Byntim  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Adams  appealed  to  Mr.  Y.  to  withdraw 
this  motion,  to  allow  him  to  submit  some  re- 
marks to  the  House. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  could  not  withdraw  the 
motion,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  pledge  himself  to  renew  the  motion 
when  he  had  concluded  his.  remarks. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
comply  with  this  request,  because  he  desired  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  a  full  hearing  in  his 
own  defence ;  and  he  had  hoped  he  would  be 
granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Kbnnon  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Renoher  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were 
— yeas  50,  nays  144. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  pui-pose  of  allowing  the  gentleman 
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.from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  to  address  the 
House. 

The  Chaie  decided  this  motion  to  be  out  of 
order,  inasmuch  as  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
to  the  previous  question,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  previous  question  was  not  seconded — yeas 
Y9,  nays  100. 

Mr.  Wise  then  said  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  he  hoped  the  House,  after  hearing, 
as  they  ought  to  hear,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  would  be  disposed 
to  take  the  question  without  farther  debate ; 
because  he  had  an  important  matter  to  lay 
before  the  House  from  one  of  the  select  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Adams  began  by  observing  that  he 
would  take  up  as  little  of  the  time  of  the 
House  as  was  possible  for  him  to  do  on  this 
important  subject.  The  first  question  before 
the  House  was  the  inquiry  addressed  by  him- 
self to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  House.  On  this 
inquiry,  no  question  had  yet  been  taken.  He 
(ilr.  A.)  was,  however,  extremely  anxious  that 
the  question  should  be  taken,  and  that  every 
member  of  this  House  should  record  his 
vote  on  this  important  proposition,  namely : 
"  Whether  the  House  shall  refuse  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever."  When  he  (Mr.  A.)  first  made  this 
proposition  as  a  matter  of  inquiry  only,  and 
when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  inquiry  to 
the  House,  a  member  immediately  rose,  (Mr. 
Hatnes,)  and  said  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  He  (Mr. 
Haynes)  thought  it  was  not  deserving  atten- 
tion ;  that  to  receive  it  in  any  shape  would  be 
bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served. If,  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve 
attention,  how  came  it  to  happen  that  the 
House  had  been  engaged  so  long  a  time  in 
debating  upon  such  a  question  ?  Why,  if  the 
question  was  not  deserving  attention,  have 
gentlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply  upon  it, 
and  been  so  anxious  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  receive  censure  ?  Why  was  not 
an  inquiry  of  so  little  importance  disposed  of 
at  once?  If  the  Speaker  had  objected  to 
receiving  the  petition,  I  (said  Mr.  A.)  should 
not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  respect  to 
the  House,  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
more  important  than  the  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Haynes)  imagines.  Sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a 
question  demanding  deep  attention  from  this 
House,  from  this  nation,  and  from  the  civilized 
world.  I  said  (continued  Mr.  A.)  that  I  was 
willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  subject, 
whatever  tliat  conclusion  might  be ;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  question,  in  the  abstract,  should  be 
taken  and  decided  upon  by  the  House.  I  was 
anxious  that  every  member  of  this  House 
should  record  his  vote,  for  all  time  to  come, 
on  a  question  of  such  importance — a  question 
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which  opened  the  whole  subject  of  the  con- 
dition of  slaves  in  this  country— a  question 
which  brought  into  inquiry  the  whole  subject 
of  the  power  and  privileges  of  this  House,  and 
of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  debate.  These  are 
questions  of  vital  importance  ;  these  are  priv- 
ileges dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  those 
by  whom  they  are  not  valued.  I  had  hoped, 
sir,  to  have  received  an  answer  to  the  propo- 
sition "  if  a  petition  from  slaves  would  be  re- 
ceived by  the  House,"  because,  as  I  have  stated, 
the  answer  to  this  proposition  wolRd  open  the 
whole  subject  relating  to  slavery,  and  the 
whole  question  relating  to  the  privilege  of 
speech  of  the  members  of  this  House.  The 
answer  to  this  inquiry  involved  all  this,  and 
more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevailing  excitement,  and  among 
the  various  speeches  which  the  numerous  reso- 
lutions against  him  had  elicited,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  heard  but  one  individual  who  had  under- 
taken argumentatively  to  discuss  the  question 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speaker ;  and  that  individual  was  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Feench.)  That 
honorable  gentleman,  who  is  an~ab]e  judicial 
character,  has  treated  the  subject  as  an  argu- 
ment before  a  court  of  law ;  but,  sir,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  different  kind  of  argument. 
What  was  his  argument,  sir?  It  was  this: 
that  if  you  abolish  slavery,  you  take  away  a 
part  of  the  representation  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  guaranteed  to  the  Southern  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  that  gentleman  established  any 
connection  between  his  premises  and  his  con- 
clusions? What,  sir?  If  slavery  were  abol- 
ished, they  will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
representation,  and  therefore  the  House  cannot 
receive  petitions  from  slaves ! 

[Mr.  Feenoh,  the  member  referred  to,  ex- 
plained. He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  aiBrm  that  slaves 
were  entitled  to  representatives,  if  that  was 
what  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Adams) 
understood  him  to  say.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the 
►right  issue,  sir?  Has  he  drawn  his  premises 
and  his  conclusions  to  a  closer  connection? 
What,  sir?  If  you  should  deprive  the  South 
of  its  representation,  what  then  ?  Is  that  any 
reason  to  assign  why  slaves  should  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  crying  for  mercy  to  this 
House  ?  There  is  no  connection  between  the 
two  things.  Sir,  he  has  travelled  out  of  the 
record ;  he  has  raised  a  totally  different  ques- 
tion from  the  actual  question  which  is  alone 
before  this  House :  he  has  substituted  the  ques- 
tion "  if  slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  place 
of  the  question  put  to  the  Speaker,  viz :  "  if 
the  House  would  receive  petitions  from  slaves 
under  any  circumstances."  My  colleague  (Mr. 
Cdshing)  has,  more  forcibly  than  I  can  do, 
already  discussed  the  proposition  of  the  free- 
dom of  petition.  He  has  shown  that  it  is  a 
right  not  derived  from  the  constitution,  not 
given  by  parchment,  but  prior  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  given,  by  the  God  of  Nature,  to  every 
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man  wlieii  he  created  him ;  it  is  the  right  to 
implore  favor,  to  seek  for  mercy !  a  right  which 
the  framers  of  our  constitution  would  have 
spurned  the  very  idea  of  abridging  or  limiting, 
or  restricting  to  any  particular  color  or  class 
of  men  !  He  recognized  this  right  as  belong- 
ing to  all  men  in  the  constitution  which  they 
framed;  and,  in  that  constitution,  sir,  instead 
of  Imagining  any  limits  to  this  right,  they 
solemnly  declared,  in  that  instrument,  that  it 
should  not  -be  abridged !  Yes,  sir,  that  it 
should  not  T)e  limited — they  recognized  no 
limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sacred  right.  It 
is,  sir,  a  right  belonging  to  every  human  crea- 
ture, which  does  not  depend  upon  the  condition 
of  the  petitioner,  and  which  cannot  be  denied 
to  man  in  any  condition.  This,  sir,  is  the 
principle  involved  in  the  inquiry  put  by  me  to 
the  Ohair — a  principle  more  than  recognized 
by  the  constitution,  which  has  declared  that 
this  right  shall  suffer  no  abridgment,  no  limita- 
tion whatever !  If  you  now  abolish  this  prin- 
ciple, this  first  and  humblest  right  given  from 
God  to  every  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
next  he  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the 
fullest  extent  to  which  party  madness  might 
hereafter  be  inclined  to  carry  it.  If  the  House 
shall  decide  that  the  paper  I  possess  comes 
under  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18th  of 
January,  I  will  present  the  petition,  and  in 
doing  so  shall  be  doing  my  duty — a  duty  of  the 
highest  importance  to  my  country,  to  humanity, 
and  to  human  nature.  "What,  sir!  Will  you 
put  the  right  of  petitioning,  of  craving  for 
help  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  footing 
of  political  privileges  ?  It  is  an  idea  which  has 
not  even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  ex- 
treme of  human  despotism ;  no  despot,  of  any 
age  or  clime,  has  ever  denied  this  humble  priv- 
ilege to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest  of  human 
creatures.  If  this  House  decides  that  it  will 
not  receive  petitions  from  slaves,  under  any 
circumstances,  it  will  cause  the  name  of  this 
country  to  be  enrolled  among  the  first  of  bar- 
barous nations.  A  petition  is  a  supplication ; 
and  supplication  for  what?  For  relief-  from' 
those  who  have  the  power  to  give  relief,  and 
who  are  placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the 
cry  of  distress.  That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote  should  pass  this 
House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition  from 
slaves?  What  would  it  lead  to?  When  the 
principle  is  once  begun  of  limiting  the  right  of 
petition,  where  would  it  stop  ?  Gentlemen 
have  objected  to  the  petition  immediately  pre- 
ceding that  which  I  presented,  because  it  came 
from  colored  people!  from  color  I  That,  sir, 
is  giving  color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness  !* 
The  honorable  gentleman  makes  it  a  crime 
because  I  presented  a  petition  which  he  afiirms 
to  be  from  colored  women,  which  women  were 
of  infamous  character,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 


*  One  of  the  resolutions  presented  to  tbo  House  charges 
Mr.  Adajis  with  giving  color  to  tho  Idod,  cfco. 


man  says — prostitutes,  I  think  the  gentleman 
said. 

[Mr.  Patton  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.)  did  not 
say  they  were  prostitutes ;  the  objection  he 
made  was  that  the  petition  came  from  free 
mulattoes  in  the  South ;  he  did  not  object  on 
the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, but  because  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  that 
the  House  ought  to  refuse  to  open  its  doors  to 
applications  from  the  Southern  slaves.  As  to 
the  infamous  character  of  the  women  in  ques- 
tion, he  mentioned  that,  not  as  if  he  deemed  it 
a  reason  for  refusing  the  right  to  petition,  but 
because  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  from 
the  ladies  of  Fredericksburg,  as  these  women 
had  been  called  "  ladies  of  Fredericksburg " 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Adams.)  He 
(Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  ladies  from  Fred- 
ericksburg had  sent  such  a  petition  to  this 
House.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  not 
certain  that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether 
the  petition  itself  had  not  stated  that  they  were 
ladies.  Whenever  he  presented  petitions  from 
ladies,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  using  that 
term  for  their  designation ;  the  word  "  woman  " 
was  an  expression  much  dearer  to  his  heart 
than  that  of  "lady."  But  to  return  to  the 
idea  he  was  about  to  enforce.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  the  honorable  gentleman  had  said  that 
they  were  infamous ;  hut  the  proposition  whicli 
he  would  ever  maintain  was  that  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  it 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did 
not  depend  upon  character ;  it  was  a  right 
which  could  not  be  denied  to  the  poorest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  most  wretched ;  and,  more- 
over, it  was  a  right  which  could  not  be  refused 
to  the  most  vile,  the  most  abandoned,  or  most 
infamous.  He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not,  however, 
know  that  they  were  in  the  present  case  in- 
famous, but  he  thought  that  was  the  word 
used  in  debate  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Pattost,)  and  that  it  was  so  reported  ia 
the  National  Intelligencer. 

[Mr.  Pattox  again  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  not  said  that  he  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentleman  disclaim  any  knowl- 
edge of  them ;  for  he  had  been  going  to  ask, 
if  they  were  infamous  women,  then  who  was 
it  that  had  made  them  infamous?  Not,  he 
believed,  their  own  color,  but  their  masters ; 
and  he  had  heard  it  said,  in  proof  of  this  fact, 
and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it  was  the  case, 
that  there  existed  great  resemblances  in  the 
South  between  the  progeny  of  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  men  who  claimed  the 
possession  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge 
of  being  infamous  might  be  retorted  upon 
those  who  made  it,  as  originating  from  them- 
selves. 

[Great  agitation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Glasoook  here  interposed,  and  produced 
from  the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petition 
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referred  to,  and  said  that  it  bore  on  its  back  an 
endorsement  in  Mr.  Adams's  hand,  "  from  nine 
ladies  of  Fredericksburg."  Cries  of  order ! 
order !] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  -would 
observe  that  he  did  not  know  they  were  colored 
people ;  whether  they  were  called  ladies  or 
women  was  very  indifferent ;  the  term  "  wo- 
man "  was  enough  for  him.  But  (observed 
Mr.  A.)  if  you  once  admit  the  principle  that 
the  right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  will  not 
apply  to  slaves,  the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit 
it  still  further,  by  extending  the  limitation  to 
free  colored  people;  and,  after  this,  the  next 
limitation  will  be  to  the  question  of  the  char- 
actor  of  the  petitioners ;  then  the  next  limita- 
tion will  be  to  inquire  on  what  side  of  political 
parties  are  the  petitioners ;  and  then,  sir,  from 
one  side  all  petitions  will  be  perfectly  good  and 
receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  all  the  peti- 
tions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character, 
according  to  the  representations  of  any  member 
who  may  say  he  does  not  know  who  they  are ; 
they  will  be  all  infamous,  sir,  who  are  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  case.  To  this 
state  will  things  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shall  be  limited  by  peculiar  distinctions,  and 
shall  be  made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these 
which  have  been  relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Robeetson)  has 
taken  another  ground.  He  says  the  right  of 
petition  is  not  to  be  admitted,  except  when  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  party  petitioned  to  grant 
the  object  prayed  for.  There  is  some  plausi- 
bility here ;  the  expediency  of  petitioning  those 
who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
might,  perhaps,  be  made  a  question ;  but  the 
right  itself  is  not  affected.  The  absence  of 
power  on  the  one  side  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  a  right  on  the  other  side ;  in- 
competency in  one  man  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  his  rights  to  another  man ;  take 
away  the  party  petitioned,  the  party  offering 
the  petition  remains  with  all  its  rights  un- 
impaired. Where,  then,  is  the  objection? 
Besides,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might 
be  made  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in 
the  world.  If  the  right  of  presenting  a  peti- 
tion or  of  not  presenting  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  question  of  •  power,  then  it  may  be 
Bliown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  them- 
selves, that  Congress  has  the  power ;  and,  con- 
sequently, according  to  the  gentleman's  own 
argument,  the  right  of  petition  is  also  possessed 
on  the  other  side.  The  opinion  that  Congress 
had  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  entertained  by  the  great 
majority  of  Southern  gentlemen  themselves 
only  a  few  years  ago ;  now,  however,  not  many 
can  be  found  who  would  venture  to  acknowl- 
edge such  an  opinion.  Some,  indeed,  there 
are,  who  liave  that  magnanimity,  though  J 
know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expressing 
their  opinions.  I  appeal  to  the  records  of  this 
House,  which  will  show  that,  on  the  question 
of  its  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 


a  great  majority  of  this  House  will  be  found  to 
have  been  in  its  favor;  the  House  has  been, 
heretofore,  almost  unanimous  on  the  subject. 
The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Robeetson) 
thinks  that  Congress  has  no  such  power ;  and 
that  therefore,  on  this  account,  the  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  received.  The  ground  he  (Mr. 
Robeetson-)  takes  is  this :  that  the  petitioner 
has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Congress  has 
no  power  to  grant !  Let  us  concede  the  prem- 
ises, then  it  is  clear  that  the  whole  right  of 
petition  is  rendered  a  nullity ;  it  is  reduced  to 
nothing ;  it  is  annihilated ;  for,  let  but  a  ma- 
jority only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power 
on  any  question  not  agreeable  to  them  to  enter- 
tain, and  (according  to  the  argument)  the  right 
of  petition  ceases  to  exist,  because  of  the  alleged 
absence  of  power ! 

As  to  the  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  elucidate  the  proposition 
which  I  maintain  ;  and  which  is,  that  the  right 
of  petition  does  not  depend  upon  any  moral 
qualifications.  But  I  shall  not  now,  sir,  urge 
any  arguments  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
Gentlemen,  indeed,  have  desired  to  found  the 
right  of  petition  on  moral  character ;  but  I  shall 
show  that  it  cannot  be  limited. 

I  would  take  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  which 
the  Speaker  has  decided  to  be  the  subject  before 
the  House,  instead  of  the  abstract  proposition 
put  by  myself  to  the  Chair ;  though  that  propo- 
sition, sir,  was  the  real  question  before  the 
House ;  and  it  was  this  :  "  Whether  the  paper 
I  held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the 
18th  of  January."  Now,  sir,  in  the  course  of 
the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  on  this  sub- 
ject, (or,  I  should  say,  debates,  rather  than  ar- 
guments,) the  attention  of  the  House  has  been 
diverted  into  different  channels,  «nd  the  subject- 
matter  of  debate  has  been  changed  from  my 
question  first  propounded  to  the  Chair,  to  other 
and  difierent  questions,  almost  without  number, 
and  all  of  them,  sir,  relating  to  me,  all  their 
object  being,  to  the  very  last,  down  to  this  final 
resolution,  ofl^ered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Patton  ;)  I  say,  sir,  the  object  of 
them  _aU  has  been  to  pass  censure  upon  me. 
Yes,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  direct  or  im- 
phed,  upon  myself,  for  having  asked  a  simple 
question  of  the  Speaker  I 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  go  through  all  the 
speeches  which  fell  upon  me  so  thickly,  which 
came  down,  pouncing  upon  me  like  so  many  ' 
eagles  upon  a  dove,  calling  me  infamous,  with 
other  harsh  expressions ;  nay,  from  one  quarter 
of  the  House  I  heard  cries  "  Expel  him  !  Expel 
him!  "  However,  sir,  I  will  lay  all  this  aside. 
First  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Hatnes  ;)  that  was  succeeded  by 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson  ;)  then  came  a  modifi- 
cation by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Lewis,) — all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Dame  Quickly  says :  "  Oh !  day  and  night, 
but  these  are  bitter  words."    Yes,  sir,  they  all 
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contained  very  bitter  ^vords  aga^f  J»6     but 
unfortunately,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  joy  and 
hopes  of  certain  triumph,  when  the  gentlemen 
were  quite  sure  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
votes  of  this  House  against  me,  I  was  ohhged 
to  ask  that,  if  brought  as  a  culprit  to  the  bar, 
to  receive  censure  as  a  criminal,  the  gentlemen 
would  first  amend  their  resolution  a  little,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  facts.     "Well,  sir,  they 
took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and  whisk 
came  another  resolution,  as  bitter  as  the  first, 
charging  me  as  guilty  of  a  gross  contempt  of 
the  House;    then  came   a  second   resolution, 
bringing  me  in  guilty  of  trifling  with  the  House, 
because,  as  it  was  presumed,  I  snfiered  the 
House  to  believe  the  facts  to  be  true  ;  and  so, 
sir,  I  was  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
for  letting  the  House  believe  what  they  had  not 
the  slightest  right  to  believe  I    I  was  to  be  found 
guilty,  sir,  for  permitting  the  House  to  believe 
as  true  a  thing  which  there  had  not  been  one 
word  uttered  by  me  authorizing  them  even  to 
infer,  much  less  to  believe.    Another  resolu- 
tion was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been 
long  before  the  House,  when  it  was  found  that 
it  would  not  do ;  and  then  came  a  fresh  resolu- 
tion ;  at  last,  after  all,  came  the  proposition  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Deomgoole,)  of  which  I  shall  not  speat  much, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  made  a 
theme  for  merriment  to  the  House  ;  for  it  was 
charged  upon  me  by  this  resolution  that  I  had 
given  color  to  an  idea;  to  this  resolution  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  was  immedi- 
ately seconded  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  Lewis;)  and  this  also  was  a  motion  censur- 
ing me  for  giving  color  to  an  idea;  then,  im- 
mediately after,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the 
purpose,  whisk  came  another  resolution,  chang- 
ing the  whole  ground,  and  censuring  me,  not 
for  what  I  had  done,  but  for  what  I  Lad  not 
done ;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.     But  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr. 
Evans)  has  anticipated  me  in  most  of  the  ob- 
servations I  proposed  to  make  on  this  charge, 


of  friendly  admonition,  that,  when  in  future 
they  may  wish  to  censure  me,  they  would  first 
be  careful  to  pay  more  attention  to  facts. 

[Mr.  Lewis  explained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  risen 
in  his  place  and  inquired  what  was  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petition;  this  was  full  two  hour's 
before  he  had  any  idea  that  it  was  not  a  peti- 
tion for  abolition.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  ex- 
tremely glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he 
hoped  the  gentlemen  would  not  feel  it  unkinj 
when  he  only  gave  them  his  advice— adyice 
from  an  old  man  addressed  to  those  who  were 
yet  young ;  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to 
be  quite  sure  of  their  facts.  But  he  would  now 
call  for  another  explanation  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson  ;)  and,  if 
that  gentleman  and  the  House  would  permit 
him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the  Ifational 
Intelligencer  the  report  of  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  TnoMPSoir)  if  the  sentiments  as  lere 
reported  are  really  the  expression  of  his  ■  own 
deliberate  and  reflected  opinion. 

"  Does  the  gentleman,  even  ra  the  latitude  ifhich 
he  gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it  in- 
cludes slaves  ?  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfully  vio- 
lated the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its 
members.  Does  that  gentleman  know  that  there  are 
laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  for  the  praiish- 
ment  of  those  who  excite  insurrection  ?  I  can  tell 
him  that  there  are  such  things  as  grand  jories;  and 
if,  sir,  the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not 
they  have,  proper  intelligence  and  spuit,  he  may 
yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign  pnniah- 
ment." 

fMr.  Thompson  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  woiild 
state  to  the  House  that  he  had  thought  there 
was  not  one  human  being  living  who  entertain- 
ed the  opinion  that  slaves  Lad  any  right  to 
petition,  under  any  circumstances.  When  he 
(Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  it  appeared  to  Lim  (Mr. 
T.)  that  the  gentleman  had  acted  wilfnlly,  until 


and  I  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject.  ,  „ 

I  did  not  get  up  soon  enough  to  set  all  these  he  afterwards  heard  him  state  differently.   As 

gentlemen  right,  to  show  them  the  best  way  to  to  the  other  portion  of  the  report,  he  (Mr.  T.) 

censure  me,  and  prevent  them  from  running  had  tLought  at  the  time  it  was  a  petition  for 


wild  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  bringing  for- 
ward resolutions  in  such  rapid  succession,  but 
all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  the  movers,  con- 
trary to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Lewis  and  Thompson)  to  remember 
that  when  I  say  there  was  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  this  last  resolution  of  theirs,  I  do  not 
intend  to  impeach  their  voracity ;  there  are  no 
two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  confi- 
dence so  far  ns  to  confide  to  tbem  all  that  I 
nosscs's ;  but  I  say  that,  in  ofl?ering  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  House,  inflicting  censure  upon  one 
who  has  never,  in  all  his  parliamentary  career; 


the  abolition  of  slavery  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, on  which  account  he  had  characterized 
it  as  he  had  done  in  the  report.  He  (Mr.T.) 
spoke  as  a  lawyer,  and  would  observe  that  silch 
is  the  law  in  South  Carolina.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  There,  sir,  stands  the 
sentiment ;  there  is  the  written  record,  in  which 
the  gentleman  has  threatened  me  with  an  in- 
dictment before  the  grand  jury  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  for 
words  spoken  in  this  House  !  And  now  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina) 
has  again  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  declares 


las  never,  an  .ui  x,.=  i......«.^v,„,,„.,,  v,...^^.,    .,ao  ugtiiu  avowea  the  sentii 

given  offence  to  them,  they  went  a  little  beyond  that,  if  the  petition  had  been  suoL  as  he  imagin- 
tho  bounds  of  that  course  of  conduct  which  is  ed,  he  would  still  not  only  call  me  to  the  bar 
due  from  one  gentleman  ot_  this  House  to  an-  of  this  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by"  the  Speak- 
other  ;  and  I  would  only  give  them  one  word  |  er,  but,  in  addition  to  this,  he  would  invoke 
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the  vengeance  of  a  grand  jury  upon  my  head ! 
Tes,  sir,  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  would  make  a 
member  of  this  House  amenable  to  a  grand 
jury !  Such  being  the  case,  sir,  I  would  beg  to 
invite  that  gentleman,  when  he  goes  home,  to 
study  a  little  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
As  that  gentleman  appears  here  the  representa- 
tive of  slaveholders,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir, 
how  many  others  there  are,  if  any,  who  are 
prepared  to  endorse  bis  sentiments.  If  this 
House,  sir,  is  come  to  this  point ;  If  a  member 
of  Congress,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to 
this  House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  jury  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  ;  if  this  is  the  opinion  of 
the  slaveholding  gentlemen,  let  it  go  before  the 
nation  ;  let  the  people  know  who  they  are  who 
have  uttered  such  a  sentiment,  and  made  such 
an  avowal  I 

[Mr.  "Wise  rose  and  said  he  would  not  en- 
dorse that  sentiment ;  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
that  the  members  of  the  legislative  branch 
were  responsible  to  any  tribunal,  that  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia would  be  the  last  in  the  world  he  would 
wish  to  see  this  House  (which  represented  the 
sovereign  people  of  America)  responsible  to. 
This  little  ti-ibunal  of  the  District,  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  subject  the  American  people, 
in  the  persons  of  their  representatives,  was  no- 
toriously under  the  dictation  and  authority  of 
the  Executive,  who  abeady  dictated  both  to  the 
Senate  and  to  this  House.] 

Mr.  AftAMs,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the 
law  of  South  Carolina  is  a  good  argument  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Thompson,)  and  if  a  member  of  that  Legisla- 
ture is  made  amenable  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  the  Legislature,  but  also  to 
the  grand  and  petit  juries— if  that,  sir,  is  the 
law  of  South  Carolina,  I  thank  God  I  am  not 
a  citizen  of  South  Carolina !    [Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  where  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  subject 
to  he  approved  of  by  the  King  before  his  elec- 
tion is  confirmed,  even  there,  sir,  the  first  thing 
the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  King,  after  his 
election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House  ;  and  the  King  never  sends  him, 
sir,  to  the  grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  how  far 
the  House  is  under  liability  for  words  spoken  in 
debate.  Such  a  sentiment,  sir,  uttered  in  this 
House,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the  representa- 
tives of  tliis  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  cannot 
fail  to  excite  contempt  and  amazement ;  and  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  surprise  that,  when 
utterance  was  given  to  such  a  sentiment,  it  was 
not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speaker.  If, 
sir,  a  resolution  of  censure  was  ever  called  for 
I  know  not  what  could  more  imperatively  de- 
mand it  than  such  a  declaration  made  in  this 
House.  I  know  not  what  it  could  be  possible 
to  utter  more  proper  to  subject  any  member  to 
be  called  to  answer  for  as  a  gross  contempt  up- 
on this  House  I    "What,  sir !     "We,  the  repre- 


sentatives of  the  nation,  are  all  of  us  subject 
to  the  grand  jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  words  here  spoken  ?  We  from  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  sir,  to  be  indicted 
as  felons  and  incendiaries  for  presenting  peti- 
tions not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  members 
from  the  South  ?  Is  that  the  tenure  on  which 
we  hold  our  seats  ?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House 
may  pass  the  resolution  that  whoever  hereafter 
proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition  from  slaves  is  an 
enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  this  House,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wise)  has  anticipated  me  in  what  I  was 
going  to  say:  If  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  proposes  to  make 
me  amenable  for  things  done  in  this  House, 
constituted  as  in  the  nature  of  things  a  grand 
jury  will  be  in  this  District — if  they  are  to  be 
the  avengers  of  words  spoken  in  this  House,  it 
will  not  he  long  before  the  gentleman  himself 
will  have  to  answer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an 
incendiary  for  things  said  not  pleasing  to  the 
Executive!  Let  that  gentleman,  let  every 
member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  what  confi- 
dence, with  what  peaceful  ease,  with  What  free- 
dom, with  what  firmness,  would  he  be  able  to 
give  utterance  to  his  real  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions, if  lie  felt,  as  he  was  speaking,  that  for 
every  word,  for  every  proposition,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up 
for  punishment  as  a  felon  before  a  grand  jury 
of  the  District  of  Columbia?  A  jury,  sir,  of 
twelve  men,  appointed  by  a  marshal,  holding 
his  oflice  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President! 
And  this  jury  is  to  be  the  supreme  judge  of  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of 
their  representatives ! 

I  have  dwelt,  sir,  so  long  upon  this  topiq 
that,  in  order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  abridge  what  remains  for 
me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  should 
be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the  wholo 
proposition  censuring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence,  leaving  it  entire 
ly  to  the  good  sense  and  to  the  justice  of  the 
House.  But  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  sentiment  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  gave  utter- 
ance, and  which  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  immediately  put  down  by  the  Speaker. 
Sir,  I  do  not  even  yet  know  what  Is  the  answer 
of  the  House  to  the  question  propounded  by 
myself;  no  question  has  been  taken  upon  it ;  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of  the  South 
assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.)  It  is  not  my 
desire,  sir,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an 
imperative  sense  of  what  is  my  duty  requires 
me  to  do,  and,  on  this  account,  I  repeat,  I  can- 
not pass  it  over  in  silence.  If,  when  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Thompson,)  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  solution  of  that  question,  brought 
forward  his  resolution  of  censure  against  me — 
sir,  if  he  thought  to  frighten  me  from  my  pur- 
pose— if  that,  sir,  was  his  object,  he  mistook 
his  man !    I  am  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the 
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gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
son,) nor  by  all  the  grand  juries  in  the  universe. 
The  right  by  which  every  member  of  this 
House  holds  his  seat  here  is  of  the  deepest  and 
utmost  importance  to  the  whole  nation  ;  and  I 
trust  this  debate  will  be  read  by  every  portion 
of  the  country,  and  that,  among  other  astonish- 
ing things  in  this  debate,  the  astonishing  threat 
of  the  gentleman  will  not  be  unnoticed.  We 
have  heard,  sir,  of  the  great  superiority  of 
Anglo-Saxon  blood.  What,  sirl  is  there  a 
drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  subscribe  to  such  a  political  doc- 
trine as  this  ?  How  little  does  such  a  person 
understand  of  the  true  principles  of  freedom  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legislative  assem- 
bly !  I  would  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if,  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready alluded,  oae  member  of  Parliament  should 
tell  another  member  that,  for  what  he  had  said 
or  done  in  Parliament,  he  should  be  made  amen- 
able to  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Westmins- 
ter ?  Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indig- 
nation ;  it  would  excite  one  universal  shout  of 
laaghter;  it  would  from  thenceforth  render 
him  who  had  uttered  the  menace, 

"  Sacred  to  ridicule  his  whole  life  long. 
And  the  sad  burden  of  some  merry  song." 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  make  my  defence 
in  any  system  or  order.  All  that  I  say  is  una- 
voidably desultory,  and  I  cannot  find  how  to 
arrange  a  reply  to  charges  made  in  such  variety 
and  disorder.  When  I  take  up  one  idea,  before 
I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  already 
changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  for  con- 
sideration under  other  colors.  The  attack  upon 
myself  has  assumed  so  many  forms  that  I  can 
compare  it  to  nothing  so  well  as  to  an  actor  on 
the  stage,  who  changes  his  dresses  and  makes 
his  appearance  so  frequently  in  different  guise, 
that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same  actor.  Just 
so  are  all  the  resolutions,  variable  and  changing, 
which  charge  me  with  giving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  guilty,  what  is  the  offence  ? 
Am  I  to  be  found  guilty  for  giving  color  to  an 
idea  ?  Or,  if  I  would  defend  myself,  what  ex- 
cuse can  be  alleged?  What  defence  can  be 
made  against  this  new  crime  of  giving  color  to 
ideas  ?  I  am  not  able,  therefore,  to  act  as  if  I 
knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for 
passing  censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  I 
should  deem  it  to  be  the  heaviest  calamity 
which  has  ever  befallen  me  in  the  course  of  a 
life  chequered  with  many  vicissitudes,  if  a  vote 
of  censure  from  this  House  should  pass  upon 
my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
House.  Yes,  sir,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life,  this  would  be 
what  I  should  regard  the  heaviest  of  all  calam- 
ities which  had  befallen  me !  And  now,  when 
I  thus  speak,  am  I  treating  with  contempt  this 
House  ?  Have  I  ever  done  so  ?  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and 
dearest  sentiments  of  my  heart  ?    I  have  rever- 


enced this  House  as  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  Union.  I  have  further  felt 
that  sentiment  which  is  called  the  esprit  de 
corps.  I  appeal  to  this  House  if  I  have  not 
been  the  first  to  come  forward  and  defend  its 
honor  and  dignity  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
When  members  of  this  House,  in  the  habit  of 
voting  differently  from  myself,  were  charged 
with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was  said  of 
them  (and  that  by  one  to  whom  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  I, 
sir,  was  the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  House,  and  to  repel  the  foul  accu- 
sation !  Again,  when  other  charges  were  made 
against  the  himor  of  this  House,  (from  what 
quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found  back- 
w  ard  in  supporting  its  character  ?  Are  these  in- 
stances of  contempt?  And  now  am  I  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House,  for  doing  that  which  was  done  in  the 
most  respectful  manner  which  it  was  possible 
to  devise?  For  asking  a  question  of  the 
Speaker ;  consulting  him  first  upon  the  admis- 
sibility of  a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  Eonse! 
If  I  am  deserving  censure  for  making  this  in- 
quiry of  the  Speaker,  your  Speaker,  who  made 
the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much  more  deserv- 
ing of  censure.  But  if  a  majority  of  this  House 
shall  be  found  to  pass  censure  on  me,  be  it 
so  ;  and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  him  know  that 
he  has  triumphed  ;  for  a  worse  calamity  could 
not  befall  me  on  earth. 

My  first  objection  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^r.  Pat- 
ton)  is,  that  it  does  not  meet  and  answer  my 
question.  It  does  not  say,  if  the  House  17111 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will  not; 
that  question,  the  original  question,  and  the  one 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met; 
we  are  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  is  proper  or 
not ;  no  one  knows.  But  suppose  it  is  proper, 
where  then  is  the  offence  in  asking  if  it  he 
proper?  And  suppose  the  House  decide  that 
it  is  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in  as- 
certaining, in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  dis- 
position of  the  House  ?  Let  this  question  be 
brought  to  a  vote ;  I  wish  to  record  my  vote  on 
this  subject ;  I  consider  it  among  my  most  im- 
perious duties  to  do  so ;  the  liberty  of  every 
member  of  Congress  depends  upon  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  let  me  say,  if  the  House  has  any 
respect  for  itself,  it  will  never  pass  such  a  vote 
as  this,  namely,  that  the  House  will  refuse  to 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves. 

The  next  objection  which  I  have  to  state 
against  the  resolution  of  censure  is  this :  in- 
stead of  answering  the  question  put  by  me  to 
the  Chair,  it  turns  upon  the  man ;  it  runs  away 
from  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal  man, 
on  "  whosoever  hereafter  shall  propose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,"  he,  the  ideal  man, 
the  future  existence,  "  is  an  enemy  to  the 
Union."  What  is  all  that,  sir,  but  the  same  in 
substance  as  the  intimidation  which  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
TnoMPSON,)   that  whoever  presented  such  a 
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petition  should  be  brought  before  the  grand 
jury  as  incendiaries  ?    It  is  a  declaration,  it  is 
a  menace,  a  threat,  that  any  member  who  shall 
hereafter  present  a  petition  from  persons  held 
in  slavery,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever  so 
reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  punishment ; 
it  is  a  threat,  a  menace,  a  terrifying  limitation 
to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  action  in  this 
House.    If  the  vote  pass,  I,  sir,  shall  submit, 
and  will  not  present  the  petition ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  shall  think  that  it  is  a  most  dis- 
graceful resolution,  surrendering  up  at  once  the 
rights  of   every  man  in  this  House.     What 
member  of  Congress,  sir,  who  thinks  as  I  do, 
and  who  might  present  petitions  from  slaves, 
founded  on  just  and  reasonable  grounds,  would 
feel  himself  a  free  agent  in  this  House  ?    l^'ot 
only  he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  such  a 
petition,  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  freedom  of 
action  is  placed  under  limitation  in  this  House. 
By  such  a  step  the  whole  question  of  liberty 
and  independence  is  surrendered,  is  abandoned  I 
If,  by  this  resolution,  you  decide  that  a  man  is 
infamoiis   for  making  a   proposition   in  this 
House,  which  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  but 
which  gives  offence  only  because  it  comes  from 
a  human  being  who  is  in  a  state  of  slavery — if 
you  do  this,  when  once  you  have  taken  this 
step,  you  may  next  expect  resolutions  declaring 
a  member  in  the  minority  infamous  for  displeas- 
ing the  majority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not 
only  do  not  assent  to  it,  but  I  ask  as  a  right  of 
the  House  not  to  pass  it.  It  is  only  a  substitute 
for  all  the  other  resolutions  of  a  stronger  char- 
acter, which  appeared  and  disappeared,  one 
after  the  other ;  all  of  them,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  guilty  of  con- 
tempt towards  the  House.  This  resolution, 
however,  goes  upon  the  ground  that  I  submit, 
that  I  plead  guilty ;  and  therefore,  out  of  pure 
kindness,  as  I  have  acknowledged  the  offence, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  further  action  in  refer- 
ence to  me ;  it  presumes  that  I  have  made  con- 
cessions which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  but 
for  such  supposed  concessions,  I  ought  to  have 
booil  punished,  for  doing  my  duty  in  this 
House  1  If  such  a  resolution  as  this  were  to 
pass,  it  would  be  said  that,  upon  the  most  im- 
portant question  that  ever  came  before  the 
House  since  its  first  origin,  I  had  received  a 
pardon  from  the  House— that  the  House  had 
forgiven  me.  Forgive  me,  sir?  What  for? 
For  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House  ? 
"Was  it  a  violation  of  the  rules  to  ask  the 
Speaker  if  a  paper  not  presented  came  under 
the  rules,  and  so  might  be  presented?  Was 
that  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House? 
But  suppose  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  any  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speak- 
er, what  was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  ?  Ought 
ho  not  to  have  answered  the  question,  and  to 
have  said  "  No ;  "  and  that  the  paper  I  held  in 
my  possession  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  pre- 
seati?  If  the  Speaker  did  not  rebuke  me,  but 
Vol.  Xm.— 19  ' 


said,  as  he  did  say,'  that  it  was  a  novel  question, 
and  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  House, 
then,  if  I  am  to  be  indicted  before  the  grand 
jury  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  the  Speaker 
must  be  indicted  along  with  me  for  putting  to 
the  advice  of  the  House  the  question  which  he 
put  to  it :  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  Speak- 
er, but  the  Speaker  put  the  question  to  the 
House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  be- 
fore the  nation  as  it  is  reported  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning.     And  here  I  will 
say  that  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  given  the 
least  particle  of  offence  to  the  House,  nor  of 
having  done  any  thing  which  I. would  not  do 
over  again.     My  conduct  was  dictated   by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  same  persuasion  of 
what  was  my  duty  I  remain  still  unshaken. 
But,  sir,  among  other  things  alleged  as  reasons 
for  censuring  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have  trifled 
with  the  House.    I  have  already  disclaimed, 
and  again  I  not  only  disclaim  any  such  inten- 
tion, but  I  deny  that  any  man  in  this  House 
has  ever  had  cause  to  believe  that  I  ever  trifled 
with  the  House.     Such  was  not  my  intention ; 
I  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of  my 
life ;  therefore,  I  am  unwilling  that  a  resolution 
should  pass  containing  the  declaration  that  the 
House  ceased  all  further  action  on  the  subject 
because  I  made  disclaimers.    I  renounce  all  ad- 
vantages on  the  ground  of  my  having  made  a 
disclaimer.     While  I  totally  disclaim  any  inten- 
tion of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  offending  or  provoking 
any  of  the  members  of  this  House,  while  I 
totally  disclaim  any  contemptuous  course  or 
any  violation  of-  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  sir,  at  the  same  time,  I  disclaim  not  any 
particle  of  what  I  have  done;    not  a  single 
word  of  what  I  have  said  do  I  unsay ;  nay,  I 
am  ready  to  do  and  to  say  the  same  again  to- 
morrow.    One  word  in  conclusion:   I  would 
only  beg  the  House  and  the  country  to  exoner- 
ate me  from  the  charge  of  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  here.    If  the  House  had  suffered 
the  petitions  to  be  laid  on  the  table  with  the 
multitude  of  petitions  there  already  buried  in 
oblivion,  no  one  would  have  heard  of  it  any 
more.    As  to  the  time  occupied  by  me  in  pre- 
senting petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  duty  has  never 
at  any  one  time  exceeded  half  an  hour.    If 
members  have  risen  to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my 
duty,  raising  questions  and  debating  them  inter- 
minably, I  appeal  to  this  House,  I  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable  for 
this  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gholson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  UiTDKEwooD  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  BouLDiN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  decided  in  the  neg'afive. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— yeas  59,  nays  137. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question ; 
which  were  not  ordered ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  separately  on 
each  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolution.  In  the  following  words : 

"1.  Resolved,  That  any  member  who  shall  here- 
after present  any  petition  from  the  slaves  of  this 
TJnion  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  Union : " 

And  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  92,  nays 
105,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alford,  Beale,  Bell,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne, John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Grantlaud,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harden,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  McKay, 
MoLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Ow- 
ens, Patton,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Plnckney,  Bencher, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  White,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 92. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Boekee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Burns,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  DarUngton,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltlne,  Henderson,  Herod, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  IngersoU, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  KUngensmith,  Lane,  Laporte,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Love,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKen- 
nan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Russell,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  tSnder- 
wood,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 106. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  as  the  first  resolution  had 
been  rejected,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  with- 
draw the  second. 

The  On AiE  replied  that  the  resolution  could 
not  now  be  withdrawn. 


Mr.  Haunegan  moved  to  lay  the  second  reso- 
lution on  the  table ;  which  was  pronounced  to 
be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams  hav- 
ing solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing 
disrespectful  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer 
to  present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — therefore,  all 
further  proceedings  in  regard  to  his  conduct  do  now 
cease : " 

And  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  137, 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  John  Calhoon,  Carter, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Craig,  De- 
berry,  Dunlap,  Gholson,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Lawler, 
A.  Mann,  Maury,  Peyton,  Robertson,  Shields,  Stan- 
defer,  Wagener,  S.  Williams — 21. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Boekee,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burns,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Hunting- 
ton, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jaryis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Lucas,  J. 
Mann,  S.  Mason,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKennan,  Miller, 
Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Richardson,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turner, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Wise — 137. 

John  Quincy  Adams  excused. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lane  that 
the  House  do  adjourn ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  73,  nays  84. 

Case  of£.  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Wise  then  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
thank  the  House  for  not  adjourning.  I  will 
detain  it  but  for  a  few  moments,  and  I  should 
not  press  the  matter  I  have  to  bring  to  its  no- 
tice at  this  time  but  for  the  fact  that  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  my  duty  will  pall  my  at- 
tention to  the  Select  Committee  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  from  the  character  of  the  report 
itself.  It  is  a  report  affecting  a  question  of 
priYJlege.  "'.,""'' 

I  am  directed,  continued  Mr.  W.,  by  the 
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committee  appointed  on  the  17th  of  January- 
last,  to  report  the  following  resolution,  which, 
I  will  promise,  was  adopted  hy  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  committee.  Mr.  W.  then  read  as 
follows : 

"  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  has  been  summoned 
as  a  witness  before  this  committee,  having,  by  letter, 
informed  the  committee  of  his  peremptory  refusal 
to  attend,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  make  the  House  acquainted  with  the  fact ;  there- 
fore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  ciiairman  be  directed  to  re- 
port the  letter  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  House, 
that  such  order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  dignity 
and  character  of  the  House  require." 

Mr.  W.  reiterated  the  fact  that  this  resolution 
had  been  unanimously  adopted,  and  he  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table  the  letter  of  the  witness,  to- 
gether with  another  letter  showing  the  manner 
in  which  the  former  had  been  communicated 
to  the  Select  Committee. 

[This  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abijah  Mann, 
of  N'ew  York ;  but,  on  application,  it  could  not 
be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  continued.  I  will  remark,  sir,  that 
by  this  communication  from  the  member  of  the 
committee  into  whose  hands  the  letter  of  the 
witness  fell  before  it  fell  into  mine,  this  letter 
of  this  contumacious  witness  reached  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  could  not,  from  self-respect,  pre- 
sent it.  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectful  to 
the  committee  as  much  as  to  myself  personally. 
I  ask  that  it  be  read. 

Mr.  Peakce,  of  Miode  Island,  said,  under  the 
supposition  that  this  subject  wotdd  come  up  as 
the  first  business  in  order  to-morrow  morning, 
and  as  it  was  one  that  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce debate,  he  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 


Feidat,  February  10. 
Case  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 
The  unfinished  business  was  the  report  made 
last  evening,  from  Mr.  Wise,  chairman  of  the 
belect  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  Executive  Departments 
statmg  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  had  refused  to 
appear  before  the  said  committee ;  which  re- 
port was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  E.  M 
Whitney,  and  a  memorial  from  .him,  sent  for 
presentation  to  the  Speaker  on  Monday  last 
but  which  was  not  presented,  owing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  followine  reso- 
lution :  ^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  re- 
port the  letter  to  the  House,  that  such  order  may  be 
taken  as  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  House  rp 
quire." 

Mr.  Wise  asked  that  the  communication  of 
ii.  M.  Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House 
might  see  what  was  its  character,  and  take  such 
steps  as,  in  its  judgment,  might  be  necessary  to 
aetcnd  its  own  dignity. 


The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read, 
The  Speaker  said  it  was  proper  he  should 
state  that  on  Monday  last,  after  the  meeting  of 
the  House,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  character 
was  laid  on  his  table.  It  was  not  in  order  on 
that  day  for  him  to  present  it,  nor  had  it  been 
in  order  since. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  stated  that,  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  he  had  to  submit,  he  should  make 
no  reference  to  any  proceedings  which  might 
have  occurred  in  reference  to  the  same  indi- 
vidual before  another  select  committee  of  this 
House. 

_  He  would  offer  the  following  series  of  resolu- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  the  House  : 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  in  refusing  to 
appear  as  a  witness  before  a  select  committee  of  this 
House,  aotmg  by  the  authority  of  the  House,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  ITth  January  last,  after  being  duly 
summoned  thereto,  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of 
the  committee  and  of  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the 
committee  referred  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  de- 
clarmg  his  determination  peremptorily  to  decline  to 
appear  before  any  committee  constituted  in  such 
manner  and  of  such  persons  as  the  pleasure  and  judg- 
ment of  the  House  shall  designate,  until  the  House, 
as  a  condition  precedent,  shall  have  redressed  his 
supposed  wrongs,  both  in  the  manner  and  style  of 
communication,  is  contumacious,  arrogant,  and  offen- 
sive ;  alike  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  utterly 
subversive  of  its  rightful  authority. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  issue  his 
warrant,  directmg  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  take  into 
custody  the  person  of  the  said  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  to 
answer  for  the  contempt  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Lane  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  House 
that  Mr.  Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the 
committee;  and,  if  such  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  House,  Mr.  L.  undertook 
to  say  that  Mr.  Whitney  would  appear  and  an- 
swer questions  as  he  ought  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  Lincoln  here  modified  his  amendment 
to  read  as  follows :  ' 

Revived,  That  whereas  the  select  eommittee  of 
this  House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House 
under  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  has 
reported  that  R.  M.  Whitney  peremptorily  refused  to 
give  evidence  m  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  said  committee,  and  has  addressed  to  the  com- 
mittee the  letter  reported  by  said  committee  to  the 
House :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  issue 
his  warrant  directed  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  to  take 
into  custody  the  body  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that 
he  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  io  an- 
swer for  an  alleged  contempt  of  this  House. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
Jr-ABKs,  Wise,  D.  J.  Pbaroe,  Eoeeetson,  Mer- 
OEB,  Lincoln,  and  A.  Mann. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question :  but 
tnere  was  no  second.  .  ,  . 

Mr.  Olaebokne,  of  Mississippi,   moved    to 
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amend  the  resolution  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  "  and  that  he  be  allowed  counsel,  when 
brought  to  the  bar,  should  he  desire  it." 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Liir- 
COLN,  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  OLiiBOEjiB  then  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  let  no  man  call 
me  the  friend  of  Reuben  M.  "Whitney.  If  he 
stood  in  that  group,  I  could  scarcely  identify 
him.  I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I  appear  here  as 
hi3_  advocate.  I  confess  myself  prejudiced 
against  him.  The  many  charges,  mysterious 
and  undefined,  which  have  been,  brought 
against  him  here  by  gentlemen  high  in  rank — 
the  constant  denunciations  with  which  he  has 
been  visited — the  glittering  tomahawk  which 
has  been  held  over  his  head,  like  the  sword  of 
Damocles — have  made  upon  my  mind  unfavor- 
able impressions.  There  are  other  reasons,  sir, 
which  I  win  not  name.  But  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  accused  of  a  serious  ofience,  and  I 
demand  counsel  for  him.  Sir,  I  voted  last  ses- 
sion, time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  "Wise,)  for  his 
committee  of  investigation.  I  voted  uniformly 
for  it  this  session ;  but  I  wiU  not  consent  that 
a  resolution  shall  pass  to  drag  to  this  bar  a  free 
citizen  of  the  republic,  to  be  tried  by  those  who 
are  prejudiced  against  him,  without  securing  to 
him  the  privilege  of  counsel.  I  denounce  it  as 
a  high-handed  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  un- 
worthy of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  dis- 
graceful to  the  tribunal  that  sanctions  it. 

[Mr.  Lincoln  here  rose  and  accepted  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Olaiboene.] 

Mr.  0.  continued.    I  am  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man has  agreed  to  this  act  of  justice.    It  re- 
moves from  this  proceeding  its  most  obnoxious 
feature.    But  I  doubt,  if  I  do  not  deny,  the  pro- 
priety of  dragging  Whitney  to  this  bar.    I  have 
my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt.   Sir,  your  doctrine  of  contempt  is  a  dan- 
gerous doctrine,  that  originated  in  times  un- 
fevorable  to  human  liberty ;  in  those  old  days 
of  privilege  and  prerogative,  when  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not  defined, 
and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  used  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  oppression  and  perse- 
cution.    The  power  of  Congress  to  punish  for 
contempts,  if  such  a  power  exists  at  all,  is  not 
expressly  conferred,  but  is  incidental,  and  arises 
ex  necessitate  rei.    Where  is  the  clause  in  the 
constitution  making  the  grant  and  defining  a 
contempt?    Sir,  it  is  a  constructive  and  inci- 
dental power.     The  powers  and  privileges  of 
Congress  are  not,  lOw  those  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, unlimited,  undefined,  and  omnipotent ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged  and  specific. 
Our  courts  of  justice  have  the  power  to  punish 
for  contempts;   but  it  is  not  a  constructive 
power,  arising  out  of  the  mere  act  that  estab- 
lished them,  but  was  conferred  by  a  statute, 
restraining  in  its  character,  in  1789.    The  com- 
mon law  does  not  invest  the  federal  courts  with 
this  power,  nor  can  we  derive  it  from  the  com- 


mon law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  highest  courts  of  the 
country  ;  an  opinion,  too,  upon  which  Congress 
has  uniformly  legislated.  No  department  of 
Government  can  therefore  derive  any  such  au- 
thority from  it.  In  1831,  after  the  memorable 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  Congress  deem- 
ed it  necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature  of 
contempts  of  court. 

Mr.  TiTEEiLL  said,  aS  the  question  which  was 
about  to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one, 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  an  American 
citizen,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  recording  his  vote  against  it ;  and, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  while  I  am  up,  I  will  state 
some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to 
give.     I  cannot  remain   silent;    I  should  be 
guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  my  duty  as  a  Rep- 
resentative on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit  by  and 
see  a  citizen,  however  humble  his  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  and  not  enter  my  protest  against  it. 
What,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration  ?     What  does  it  pro- 
pose to  do  ?    Sir,  it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue 
his  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  requiiing 
him  to  take  an  humble  citizen  from  his  own 
fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag  bin, 
as  a  culprit,  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  and 
as  such  hold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  to 
the  gaze  of  the  nation — and  for  what?    Yes, 
sir ;  for  what,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  a 
private  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged  from  bis 
home  ?    Why  are  his  feelings  and  the  feelings 
of  his  famUy  to  be  outraged  ?    Because,  sir,  be 
refuses,  for  reasons  contained  in  his  letter  to 
the  committee,  to  appear  and  give  evidence. 
To  his  mind,  at  least,  the  reasons  are  sufficient 
to  justify  the  course  he  has  taken.    From  the 
papers  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears 
that  this  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  taken 
into  custody  for  an  alleged  contempt,  complains 
that,  while  he  was  giving  testimony  before  a 
committee  of  this  House,  in  obedience  to  a  sum- 
mons, he  was  grossly  insulted,  and  an  out- 
rageous assault  was  made  upon  his  person  by 
two  members  of  that  committee.    It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  papers  submitted  to  the  House, 
that  this  witness  has  been  waiting  at  the  doors 
of  tliis  hall  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  seeking  an 
opportunity  to  present  his  petition  to  the  House, 
asking  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  assault  thus  made 
upon  him,  and  praying  the  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  protect  him  from  similar  assaults  in  fu- 
ture ;  but  during  that  time  he  has  not  been 
able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  House. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view  of 
this  case  from  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  it;  they  seem  to  think  the  witness  has 
been  guilty  of  a  technical  contempt,  in  refusing 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  and  that  we 
cannot  now  inquire  into  the  reasons  assigned 
by  him  for  not  obeying  the  summons.    We 
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must  wait,  say  they,  until  lie  is  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House ;  until  he  gives  his  reasons 
here,  when  arraigned  to  answer  to  the  alleged 
contempt.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  cannot  subscribe 
to  this  doctrine. 

In  the  same  letter,  in  which  the  witness  re- 
fuses to  appear  before  the  committee,  he  gives 
the  reasons  why  he  cannot  obey  its  summons. 
Those  reasons  are  before  us ;  and  if,  in  our 
opinion,  they  are  sufficient,  he  stands  justified, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  an- 
swer to  a  technical  or  an  alleged  contempt. 
Suppose  (said  Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  re- 
turned for  answer  that  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife  or  child  was 
at  the  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey  the 
summons ;  would  you  say  that  there  had  been  a 
technical  contempt  ?  that  you  would  not  now 
pass  upon  the  reasons  given  by  the  witness? 
"Would  you  direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  war- 
rant, requiring  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  bring 
the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dying 
couch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his 
reasons  here  ?  Certainly  not,  sir.  The  House 
would  say  at  once,  without  hesitation,  that  the 
reasons  were  sufficient,  and  that  no  contempt 
whatever  had  been  committed. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  witness 
informs  the  House  that  he  cannot,  in  his  opin- 
ion, obey  the  summons,  without  subjecting 
himself  to  gross  personal  insult ;  that  he  can- 
not do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy ;  and  he  states  the  facts  and  circumstances 
upon  which  that  opinion  is  based.  He  invokes 
an  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  his  statements. 
Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I,  for  one,  have  no  hes- 
itation in  saying  that,  if  all  "Whitney  states  in 
his  communications  be  true,  he  was  perfectly 
justifiable  in  refusing  to  appear  before  that  or 
■  any  other  committee  of  this  House,  until  the 
House  itself  shall,  by  some  act  on  its  part,  show 
afixod  determination  to  maintain  its  own  dig- 
nity, by  extending  the  most  ample  protection 
to  witnesses  summoned  to  give  testimony  be- 
fore its  committees.  Thd  whole  American  peo- 
ple_  will  justify  him.  Every  individual  in  the 
nation  will  commend  him  for  the  course  he  has 
taken. 

Mr.  TnoMSOJi,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tlie  adoption  of  the  resolution :  which 
were  ordered. 

The  House  was  further  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Thomson  of  Ohio,  Gaeland  of  Louisiana,  Har- 
din, "WisB,  Peytost,  Ashley,  and  Jenipeb. 
Mr.  Gnor.so:f  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  aware  that  there  exists  a 
variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  acts  not  interrupting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  nor  committed  in  its 
presence,  as  contempts.  This  resolution  as- 
sumes the  facts  that  a  contempt  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  House  possesses  the  power 
to_  punish  it ;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that, 
without  further  inquiry,  we  shall  deprive  a  cit- 
izen of  his  liberty,  and  direct  our  Sergeant-at- 
iinns  to  seize  and  hold  him  in  custody.     I  do 


not   believe  this   House    possesses  any  such 
power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report 
of  the  committee,  upon  which  this  proceeding 
is  founded,  is  based  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  "Whit- 
ney, given  to  the  House  by  the  committee; 
and,  as  such,  the  House  must,  in  coming  to  a 
conclusion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter 
of  "Whitney,  and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter 
for  his  refusal  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  House  to  punish  for  constructive 
contempts.     I,  sir,  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitution, 
to  punish  a  citizen  of  this  country  for  a  con- 
structive contempt  growing  out  of  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
standing  as  the  present  witness  does  towards 
the  chairman  of  that  committee.     Sir,  there  is 
no  law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American 
citizen  under  duresse  under  such  circumstances ; 
and  I,  sir,  for  one,  never  can  give  my  consent  to 
see  authority  exercised  by  this  House  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  possesses.    But  it  is  said  the  exer- 
cise of  this  authority  is  necessary  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights.    Sir,  I  think  such  a  preser- 
vation of  our  rights  as  this  promises,  ere  long, 
to  take  from  us  the  rights  we  now  have.    Gen- 
tlemen talk  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this 
House,  and  say  they  must  be  respected.    I  say 
to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  and 
are  bound  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  constitution  is  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  gives  this  House 
no  power  to  place  an  American  citizen  in  the 
custody  of  our  Sergeant-at-arms  for  a  construc- 
tive contempt.    Sir,  after  the  proceeding  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from    Massachusetts,    and    his    petition    from 
thirty-two  slaves,  what  is  this  House  to  con- 
sider a  contempt  ? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  is  the  contempt- 
uous Reuben  M.  "Whitney?  I  answer,  that  I 
know  him  only  as  an  American  citizen ;  and, 
as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentlemen,  in 
return,  from  what  source  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  place  him  in  custody  ?  I  tell  gentle- 
men, at  the  outset,  that  precedents  from  the 
British  Parliament  cannot  be  received  by  me 
as  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  American  cit- 
izen. _  I,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  part 
the  highly  honorable,  democratic,  and  patriotic 
people  of  Mississippi ;  a  people  who,  from  the 
democratic  character  of  their  institutions,  are 
known  to  be  tenacious  of  their  rights ;  and  I 
cannot,  as  their  representative,  sit  idly  here 
and  see  one  known  to  possess  the  high  and  ex- 
alted privileges  of  an  American  citizen  arrested 
by  order  of  this  House,  brought  as  a  prisoner 
to  answer  at  the  bar,  without  attempting  to 
arrest  the  course  of  usurpation,  and  exercise  of 
such  usurped  power,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
over  the  rights  of  the  people. 
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Sir,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  parliament- 
ary annals  of  Great  Britain,  and  given  in  the 
precedents  of  the  House  of  Commona,  is  iitterly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  repub- 
lican institutions.  The  English  law  of  privi- 
lege, and  the  power  of  the  Britisli  parliament 
to  punish  for  contempts,  is  undefined,  unlim- 
ited, and  unknown  to  the  subject  except  as  par- 
ticular cases  occur,  in  which  Parliament,  in 
their  omnipotent  discretion,  choose  to  exercise 
it.  Thus  it  is  that  the  infliction  of  punishment 
is  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  rule 
under  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  Mr.  Whitney  before  this  House. 

Sir,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution  under 
which  we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt, and  that  allegation  sustained  only  by 
construction.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  before  whom  Mr.  Whitney  has 
refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  refusal  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  his 
reported  speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted 
that  he  would,  on  a  certain  occasion,  and  that, 
too,  whilst  he  was  acting  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  order  of  this  House, 
and  at  a  time  this  witness,  Whitney,  was  before 
that  committee  as  a  witness,  and  whilst  this 
honorable  chairman  was  acting  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  have  taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if 
he  had  moved  his  hand.  Yes,  sir,  if  he  had 
moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his  own  de- 
fence, the  honorable  chairman  of  this  commit- 
tee informs  us  that  he  would  have  taken  his 
life ;  and  that  in  defence  of  his  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who,  he 
states,  was  rushing  upon  Whitney. 

[Here  Mr.  Wise  explained.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation amounts  to  the  same  thing  that  I  had 
stated ;  he  admits  that  his  friend,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  was  advancing  upon 
Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was  before  the  com- 
mittee as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied 
threat,  nor  by  his  imputation  and  "  insinua- 
tion "  that  I  had  misquoted  him. 

[The  Speakek  had  not  understood  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  to  make  any 
threat,  or  he  would  have  interposed ;  and  that 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  must  not  make 
personal  allusions.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  arguing  this  question, 
pursue  the  same  course  that  other  gentlemen 
have  pursued  on  this  floor.  I  assure  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  if  he  ex- 
pects to  intimidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  shall  pursue  my  own  course,  without 
regard  to  his  implied  threat.  Then,  sir,  what 
is  the  distinguishing  diiferonce  in  the  statement 
first  given,  and  the  one  now  given  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  is  chairman,  and  before 
whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear  ?  In  either 
event,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even 
if  he  defended  himself  against  the  honorable 


gentleman  from  Tennessee ;  and  it  is  for  this 
that  gentlemen  say  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  force  a  witness  before  a  committee,  when 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  stands  in  such 
relation  towards  the  witness  as  the  honorable 
chairman  does  in  this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is 
it  a  contempt  of  this  House  for  a  witness  to 
refuse  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this 
House  under  such  circumstances ;  and  has  this 
House  the  power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  the 
constitution,  to  have  the  witness  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for  such  refusal  ? 
I  certainly  think,  upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  House  possesses  no  such  power, 

Mr.  MoKeon  said  that,  intending  to  vote  in 
the  negative  on  the  question  which  had  beeu 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  he 
was  aware  that  he  thereby  would  subject  him- 
self to  the  censures  (if  such  they  might  be  called) 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Jenifer)  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  saw  in 
the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  M. 
Whitney.  He  passed  by  Mr.  Whitney.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  broader  light.  He  saw 
in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an  American  citizen. 
It  involved  the  decision  of  a  principle  which 
would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only  the 
humblest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It 
called  into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
was  to  be  felt  not  only  within  the  circle  of  this 
District,  but  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  wherever 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  confederacy  might  oper- 
ate. It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  dragging 
any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  busi- 
ness, to  answer  the  behest  of  a  majority  of  this 
House.  I  ask  gentlemen  (said  Mr.  MoE.) 
whether  the  individual  who  is  now  before  us  is 
not,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  this  House  is , 
concerned,  a  private  citizen  ?  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connection  with  your  depart- 
ments. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
whether  the  person  alluded  to  is  not  a  private 
citizen,  covered  by  our  laws,  and  protected  by 
our  constitution.  I  understand  my  friend  to 
yield  his  assent  to  this  point.  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  liberty,  his  life,  his  prop- 
erty, his  papers,  are  secured ;  and  yet,  under 
the  power  claimed  during  this  debate,  and  pro-  ^  ^  ^ 
posed  to  be  exercised,  what  security  had  he,  or 
any  other  man,  against  an  invasion  of  his  rights  ? 
Opposed,  as  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doctrine 
of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
be  the  consequences  of  their  insisting  on  this 
right  ? 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  had  sent  its 
mandate  to  one  of  my  constituents,  whose  busi- 
ness would  not  allow  him,  without  sacrifice,  to 
obey  the  command,  he  would  naturally  ask 
under  what  law  he  was  bound  to  obey.  I  may 
be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by 
refusing  to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  I  told  you, 
when  your  committee  was  formed,  that  in  many 
cases  it  would  be  powerless.    That  committee 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


295 


Febeuabt,  1837.] 


UiglU  of  Petition. 


[H.  OF  E. 


never  could  have  a  contempt  committed  against 
it  by  refusal  to  obey  its  orders.    Your  rules  say 
that  subpoenas  and  warrants  shall  be  under  the 
Speaker's  hand.    We  are  told  that  the  subpoena, 
in  this  case,  was  under  the  hand  of  the  chair- 
man of  your  Select  Committee.    But,  again,  it 
is  insisted  that  you  have  given  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.    By  what  author- 
ity can  this  House  delegate  its  power,  if  such 
it  has,  to  any  portion  of  this  body.    The  House 
itself  only  holds  its  own  powers  by  delegation. 
No,  sir ;  there  could  be  no  contempt  by  a  re- 
fusal to  obey  this  summons.    I  know  I  shall 
astonish  the  member  who  has  just  addressed 
you  when  I  assert  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
want  of  power  of  the  committee  in  this  matter ; 
and  I  very  much  doubt  the  power  of  this  House, 
at  least  without  the  sanction  of  a  law,  to  drag 
an  individual  before  our  bar  for  a  contempt  of 
this  nature.    Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it 
to  your  Sergeant-at-arms ;   if  its  execution  is 
resisted,  can  he  call,  as  a  ministerial  oflBcer  of 
a  court,  for  assistance  ?    I  should  think  not. 
You  have  no  guards  to  enforce  your  order,  and 
it  wiU  be  inoperative.    The  system  of  privileges 
and  contempts  has  grown  up  in  this  country  by 
assimilating  the  powers  of  this  House  to  those 
of  the  British  House  of  Commons.    A  system 
has  been  claimed  and  exercised  in  England 
under  what  is  known  as  parliamentary  law. 
Its    encroachments   have    been    silently,    but 
steadily,  made  upon  the  mass  of  the  people, 
until  precedents  of  the  most  appalling  character 
can  be  found.    The  analogy  in  the  cases  of  con- 
tempt does  not  hold  good.    This  House,  as  a 
portion  of  the  Government,  obtains  its  power 
from  the  constitution.    In  that  instrument  the 
privileges  of  the  members  of  this  House  are 
defined,  and  the  rights  of  this  House  are  pointed 
out  clearly  and  distinctly. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  allusion  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Why  is  his  name  brought  into  this  dis- 
cussion ?  This  is  not  a  case  which  any  party 
should  endeavor  to  make  use  of  for  any  pur- 
pose. We  are  establishing  a  precedent — a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  it  reaches  some  one  without 
these  walls  to-day,  will  hereafter  be  brought  to 
bear,  perhaps,  upon  some  of  us.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion involving  the  most  momentous  conse- 
quences, and  reaches  to  every  man  in  the  coun- 
try, no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
ed. The  President's  letter,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mai7land,  wiU  speak  for  itself, 
and  justice  be  awarded  to  its  author  by  an  in- 
telligent people.  He  seeks  no  concealment. 
If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
private  affairs  of  our  citizens,  he  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country.  Sir,  I  will  detain  the 
House  no  longer.  No  man  will  go  further  than 
I  will  to  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
House ;  but  I  never  will  advance  over  the  pros- 
trated rights  of  the  people.  When  gentlemen 
talk  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House, 
I  must  be  heard  in  defence  of  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  of  paramount  consequence.    I  never  wiD 


as  a  member  of  this  House,  arrogate  powers 
which  shall  be  dangerous  to  public  and  private 
security.  I  never  will  call  into  action  powers 
at  best  doubtful,  and  which  can  only  be  exer- 
cised by  invading  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  Adams  then  asked  to  be  eKcnsed  from 
voting,  for  the  following  reasons,  which  were 
sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair : 

Mr.  Adams  requested  to  be  excused  from  vot- 
ing upon  this  and  every  other  question  of  priv- 
ilege affecting  Beuben  M.  Whitney — the  per- 
sonal relations  between  him  and  that  individual 
having  long  been  such  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Adams  to  decline  acting  as  his  judge 
upon  any  question  affecting  his  personal  rights. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  that  this  statement  might 
be  entered  on  the  journal;  to  which  the  Speakee 
replied  that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  modiiied  resolution  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100, 
nays  85. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 


Satuedat,  February  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meeoee,  so  much  of  the 
journal  was  stricken  out  as  contained  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  Mr.  Adams  yesterday  for  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting  on  any  resolution 
involving  the  personal  rights  of  Mr.  Eenben  M. 
Whitney,  and  which  reasons  had  been  entered 
on  the  journal. 

Election  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New 
York,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of  March, 
1837,  reported:  That  the  committee,  in  con- 
formity with  the  du-ections  of  the  House,  had, 
on  yesterday,  waited  on  the  President  elect, 
and  informed  him  that  the  votes  for  President 
of  the  United  States  had  been  counted  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given,  and 
was  duly  elected  President  of  the  United  States 
for  four  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1837. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  expressed,  in  reply,  his 
grateful  sense  of  the  distinguished  honor  which 
his  fellow-citizens  had  conferred  upon  him,  and 
requested  us  to  assure  our  respective  Houses 
that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  efforts  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  about  to  devolve 
upon  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Right  of  Petition. 
Mr.  Tatloe  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
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to  offer  the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read: 

Whereas  the  vote  of  the  House,  taken  on  the  9th 
of  February,  the  following  resolution,  viz  "  Resolved, 
That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  present  to  the 
House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in  this  Union 
ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings 
of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
unfriendly  to  the  Union ;  "  may  be  .construed  into 
an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  abstract  question 
of  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Congress ;  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of 
petition  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution. 

[An  extended  debate  took  place  on  these  resolu- 
tions, in  which  Messrs.  IngersoU,  Taylor,  Pinckney, 
Cambreleng,  Mann  of  New  York,  Patten,  Chambers 
of  Kentucky,  Ashley,  Lewis,  Lane,  Parker,  Under- 
wood, Gideon  Lee,  Pickens,  Anthony,  Sutherland, 
Bynum,  Bouldin,  Waddy  Thompson,  Howard,  Har- 
rison of  Missouri,  Adams,  Granger,  Vanderpoel, 
Cave  Johnson,  and  Haley,  took  part.     Finally — ] 

A  division  of  tlie  question  having  been  or- 
dered, the  first  resolution,  as  modified,  was  then 
taken  up,  as  follows : 

"  An  inquiry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  a  paper, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselves 
slaves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
18th  of  January,  and  the  said  paper  not  having 
been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a 
case  so  extraordinary  and  novel,  he  would  take  the 
advice  and  counsel  of  the  House. 
,  "  Resolved,  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the 
said  petition  without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the 
rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and 
West,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
adopted,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  160,  nays  35. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  taken  up,  as 
follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right 
of  petition  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution." 

Mr.  Haley  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Lost,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ash- 
ley, Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Bums,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,' Casey,  G.  Cham- 
bers, J.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapm,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Gushing, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Elmore,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  E.  Garland,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  A.  G. 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,    Howard,    Howell,    Hubley,    Huntington, 


Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  E.  M.  John- 
son, C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Eennon 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lay 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lo^ 
gan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin, 
W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas' 
McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page, 
Parks',  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce,  James  A 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pmck- 
ney,  Bencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Eichardson,  Robert- 
son, Eogers,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Sheppard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turrill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young— 
162. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beaumont, 
Borden,  Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  Hazeltine,  Inger- 
soU, W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Love,  Parker,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Russell,  Slade,  Sloane — 18. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and  declined 
to  vote,  for  the  reason  that  he  held  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  interfere,  in  any  way, 
with  the  subject  of  slavery.] 

Case  ofR.  M.  Whitney. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
the  House  and  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  had 
arrested  Eeuben  M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  in 
custody,  and  waiting  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Oalhoon,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered 
and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  R.  M.  Whitney,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the 
House,  in  peremptorily  refusing  to  appear  and  give 
evidence  as  a  witness  on  a  summons  duly  issued  by  a 
select  committee,  acting  by  the  authority  of  this 
House,  under  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January 
last,  in  the  matter  of  a  letter,  expressing  said  refusal, 
addressed  by  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  by  the  committee  referred  to  the  House; 
and  that  he  be  forthwith  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  said  committee  and  of  the  letter  afore- 
said. 

The  House  then  adiourned. 


Monday,  February  13. 
Case  ofB.  M.  Whitney. 

The  Speakee  announced  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  now  in  custody  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt of  the  authority  of  the  House,  was  with- 
out the  bar,  waiting  the  further  pleasure  of  the 
House. 

The  Chair  also  stated  that  the  accused  had 
been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  papers  refer- 
red to  in  the  resolution  adopted  on  Saturday 
last. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
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be  directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of 
the  House ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  accused  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
the  Speakek  addressed  him  as  follows : 

"  Keuben  M.  Whitney :  You  have  been 
brought  before  the  House,  by  its  order,  to  an- 
swer the  charge  of  an  alleged  contempt  of  this 
House,  in  having  peremptorily  refused  to  give 
evidence  in  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  a  committee  of  this  House,  which  committee 
had,  by  an  order  of  the  House,  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers. 

"  Before  you  are  called  upon  to  answer  in 
any  manner  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  charge, 
it  is  my  duty,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House,  to  inform  you  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  you  will  be  allowed  counsel,  should  you 
desire  it.  If  you  have  any  request  to  make  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  your  request  will  now 
be  received  and  considered  by  the  House.  If, 
however,  you  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
investigation  of  the  charge,  you  will  state  it, 
and  the  House  will  take  order  accordingly." 

To  which  the  accused  replied,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  charge, 
which  he  respectfully  requested  might  be  re- 
ceived and  read. 

The  following  paper  was  then  read : 

"  The  undersigned  answers  that  his  refusal  to  at- 
tend the  committee,  upon  the  summons  of  its  chair- 
man, was  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dis- 
respectful to  the  honorable  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  does  he  now  believe  that  he  thereby  com- 
mitted a  contempt  of  the  House. 

"  His  reason  for  refusing  to  attend  the  committee 
are  truly  stated  in  his  letter  to  that  committee. 

"He  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to  obey  a  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

"  He  had  attended,  in  obedience  to  such  a  sum- 
mons, before  another  committee,  voluntarily,  and 
without  objections  to  the  validity  of  the  process ;  and 
would  have  attended  in  the  same  way  before  the 
present  committee,  but  for  the  belief  that  he  might 
thereby  be  exposed  to  insult  and  violence. 

"Ho  denies,  therefore,  that  he  has  committed  a 
contempt  of  the  House,  because — 

"  First.  The  process  upon  him  was  illegal,  and  he 
was  not  bound  to  obey  it.    And 

"  Secondly.  Because  he  could  not  attend  with- 
out exposing  himself  thereby  to  outrage  and  vio- 
lence. 

"If  the  House  shall  decide  in  favor  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  process,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound 
to  obey  it,  then  he  respectfully  asks,  in  such  case, 
that,  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
in  which  he  is  placed,  as  known  to  the  House,  the 
committee  may  be  instructed  to  receive  his  testimony 
upon  interrogatories  to  be  answered  on  oath  before  a 
magistrate,  as  has  been  done  in  other  instances  in 
relation  to  other  witnesses ;  or  that  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  prohibit  the  use  or  introduction  of 
secret  and  deadly  weapons  in  the  committee  room 
during  the  examination  of  the  witnesses. 

"  And  in  case  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  he  prays 
to  be  heard  by  counsel,  and  to  be  allowed  to  offer 
testimony  on  the  matters  herein  submitted. 

"B.  M.  WHITNEY." 


Mr.  Gholson  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  tliis  House,  in  re- 
lation to  his  alleged  contempt. 

[A  debate  then  took  place,  chiefly  on  points  of 
order  and  the.  mode  of  proceeding,  in  which  Messrs. 
Haynes,  Lincoln,  Gholson,  Mercer,  Fatten,  Bouldin, 
McKay,  Hoar,  Huntsman,  Mann  of  New  York,  Mason 
of  Ohio,  Vanderpoel,  Lane,  Calhoon,  and  Bell,  took 
part.] 

Mr.  Manst,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  GnoLsoN's  resolution,  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  And  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker,  to  examine  such  witnesses  on  the  part  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  Gholson  accepted  the  modification. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original 
resolution, 

Mr.  Paeks  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  bringing 
this  individual  before  the  House ;  but,  as  he 
was  brought  there,  they  owed  it  to  the  gentle- 
man himself,  and  to  the  House,  that  he  have  a 
hearing.  The  motion  pending  was,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  House ;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question,  and  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  would  lay  it  aside,  or  go  on 
with  it,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gholsok  appealed  to  Mr.  Paeks  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment ;  which  he  did ; 
when  Mr.  G.  accepted  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Chapiu;  and 

Mr.  Parks  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House — yeas  97,  nays  33  ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered,  was  put,  and  carried, 
without  a  division. 

So  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  the  committee  ; 
and  Mr.  Whitney  was  again  brought  in,  the  or- 
der read  to  him,  and  he  put  in  a  list  of  witnesses 
he  requested  to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  Haeeison,  of  Missouri,  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Whitney  was  adopted ;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived — yeas  92,  nays  95. 

The  respondent  was  then  removed  from  the 
bar,  and  the  House  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  other  business. 


Wedkesdat,  February  15. 
Case  ofB.  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Whitney  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
and  stated  his  readiness  to  proceed  at  once  to 
trial. 

The  Speakee  then  addressed  the  respondent, 
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and  informed  him  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  he  was  then  permitted  to  examine  wit- 
nesses before  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  against  him,  and  that  he  could 
then  proceed  to  do  so.  The  Speaker  further  in- 
formed him  that  the  witnesses  he  had  named 
had  been  summoned. 

Mr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused, 
asked  that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Mr.  Sutherland  objected  to  the  swearing  of 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Sullivan  at  that  time,  be- 
cause he  understood  they  would  be  brought  for- 
ward to  testify  as  to  the  character  of  the  accus- 
ed, and  that  question  had  not  yet  come  up. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the 
House,  as  before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  and 
the  swearing  of  the  other  gentlemen  deferred 
for  the  present. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Faiefield  was  then  call- 
ed, and  the  following  question  propounded  to 
him  by  Mr.  Key : 

Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending 
the  dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before 
the  select  committee,  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is 
chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  January, 
and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct 
of,  E.  M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  as 
members  of  the  committee,  and  all  that  occur- 
red on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Faikfibld  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  following  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory : 

At  the  commencement  of  the  affair  alluded 
to  in  the  question,  the  different  members  of  the 
committee  were  situated  as  follows,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect :  Mr  Whitney  sat  at  a  small  ta- 
ble in  a  corner  of  the  room,  near  the  fireplace ; 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  Mr. 
Gillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transversely 
in  front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Hamer  at  the  end  near- 
est Mr.  Whitney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  opposite 
end,  and  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front, 
the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  his 
back  turned,  or  partially  so,  towards  him — one 
proposing  interrogatories,  and  the  other  an- 
swering, in  writing ;  the  questions  and  answers 
being  handed  to  the  chairman,  and  by  him  read 
to  the  committee.  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
myself,  were  sitting  upon  a  sofa  at  the  side  of 
the  fireplace  opposite  Mr.  Whitney.  Mr.  Pierce 
and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not  present. 

When  the  chairman  read  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  the  interrogatory  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
both  of  which  have  been  published,  the  latter 
turned  towards  Mr.  Garland,  without  rising 
from  his  seat,  and  said,  "Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish 
you  to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  in- 
sult me  in  his  answers ;  if  he  does,  God  damn 
him,  I  will  take  his  life  upon  the  spot."  He 
then  rose  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney, 
and  said,  "  I  want  you  to  understand,  sir,  that 
I  claim  no  protection  from  the  constitution ; 
and  if  you  insult  me,  you  damned  dog,  I  will 
take  your  life."  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  advanced 
to  the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and,  addressing  him- 


self to  Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "  Yes,  this  damned  in- 
solence is  insufferable."    Mr.  Garland  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  during  this 
time,  endeavoring  to  preserve  order  and  to 
prevent  an  affray.    Mr.  Peyton  turned  from 
Mr.  Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  said,  by  way  of  soliloquy,  or  without 
addressing  himself  to  any  one  in  particular, 
"  Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked 
respect — damn  him — I  have  treated  him  just  as 
if  he  had  been  a  gentleman ;  to  be  thus  insult- 
ed by  a  damned  thief  and  robber !  damn  him, 
he  shan't  do  it."     While  uttering  the  last  words 
of  this  sentence,  he  became,  apparently,  more 
excited,  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  who 
rose  and  said  he  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
committee  while  he  was  before  it,  when  Mr. 
Peyton  said,  "  God  damn  you,  you  shan't  speak 
— you  shan't  say  a  word  while  yon  are  in  thia 
room ;  if  yon  do,  I  wiU  put  you  to  death,"  and 
made  towards  him,  at  the  same  time  putting 
his  hand  in  his  bosom.     Mr.  Wise,  who  had 
previously  gone  round  the  long  table,  and  plac- 
ed himself  near  Mr.  Whitney,  here  interposed ; 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  Mr. 
Martin,  who  was  by  his  side,  endeavored  to 
calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his  going  towards  Mr. 
Whitney.     Mr.   Wise  said,    "Don't,   Peyton; 
damn  him,  he  is  not  worth  your  notice,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.    Judge  Martin  here  mov- 
ed that  the  examination  of  the  witness  be  sus- 
pended.    Mr.  Hamer  opposed  it ;  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  chairman,  went  on  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect 
them. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon 
turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  "  Damn 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me.  God  damn  him,  he  is 
looking  at  me — he  shan't  do  it — damn  him,  he 
shan't  look  at  me."  Mr.  Hamer  made  some 
further  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland  suggested 
that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room; 
which  he  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apologized  to 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  res- 
olution which  has  been  published ;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  which,  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and 
the  resolution  was  communicated  to  him  by  the 
chairman.  Mr.  Whitney  said,  that  if  he  had 
done  any  thing  which  the  committee  considered 
disrespectful,  he  regretted  it,  and  apologized 
for  it.  Another  interrogatory  was  proposed  to 
him,  which  he  answered ;  and  then  the  commit- 
tee rose. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr. 
Whitney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before 
the  committee ;  was  any  indecorum  or  disre- 
spect on  his  part  towards  the  committee,  or 
any  member  of  it,  observed  or  complained  of,  or 
in  any  manner  censured  by  the  committee  ? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer 
in  writing  of  Mr.  Wliitney,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Hamer, 
and  adopted  by  the  committee,  I  saw  nothing 
of  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part,  to 
the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it ;  nor  did 
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I,  at  any  time,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to 
the  affair  alluded  to,  hear  any  complaint  on  the 
part  of  any  member  of  the  committee. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state 
whether  the  conduct  of  Mi\  "Whitney,  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  unhappy  scene  in  question, 
was  or  was  not  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing ; 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest,  by  deed, 
word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  describe  such  circumstances  of  his  pos- 
ture and  manner  as  may  go  to  show  whether 
he  meditated  assault,  or  stood  on  the  defensive 
merely. 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory.  So  far 
as  I  saw  or  heard,  upon  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing.  I  heard  him  say  noth- 
ing but  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of 
what  I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  during 
nearly  the  whole  time,  several  gentlemen  were 
standing  or  moving  between  myself  and  Mr. 
AYhitney.  My  attention,  also,  was  principally 
confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  cannot  say  that  Mr. 
"Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  of  assault 
towards  Mr.  Peyton ;  but  I  can  say  that,  if  he 
did,  I  did  not  see  it. 

rirst  question  by  Mr.  0ALH00^^,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  "Wise  endeavor  to  prevent 
any  collision  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  E.  M. 
"Whitney,  by  stepping  in  between  them,  and 
laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  and  pushing 
him  back  from  his  position  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  "Wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have 
stated  in  my  first  answer ;  he  laid  his  hand  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton's  breast,  and  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent any  collision  between  him  and  Mr.  "Whit- 
ney. I  do  not,  however,  recollect  that  he 
pushed  him  back. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  Oalhoon,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Did  or  did  not  Mr.  "Wise  privately  re- 
quest the  members  of  the  committee  not  to  rise 
until  after  a  sufficient  time  was  allowed  after 
the  examination  of  E.  M.  "Whitney  was  closed 
to  enable  him  ("Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  with- 
out the  presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain 
them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  same 
time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  inso- 
lence of  E.  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee? 
And,  in  attempting  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did 
he  do  more  than  to  say  to  him  that  E.  M.  "Whit- 
ney was  not  worth  his  notice  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what 
I  have  described  in  my  first  answer.  His  object 
in  going  round  the  long  table,  and  taking  his 
stand  near  Mr.  Whitney,  I  only  know  from  his 
(Mr.  Wise's)  statement  made  in  this  House.    I 


did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  assuming  an 
attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitney. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  Oalhoon,  of  Kentucky. 

Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treat  E.  M.  Whitney  with  perfect  respect  in 
his  examination  before  the  committee,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  difficulty  beween  him  and 
Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  ?  And  did  not  his  ex- 
amination occupy  much  more  time ;  and  were 
not  most  of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  after  the  difficulty  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question,  except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in 
which  the  questions  were  proposed  to  Mr. 
Whitney.  In  regard  to  that  I  do  not  recollect 
distinctly. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  OALnoou,  of  Kentucky. 
Had  you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's 
card  in  the  Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last, 
wMlh  is  as  follows : 

"  A  Cabd. — During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it 
became  necessary  for  me  to  expose  H.  A.  "Wise  of 
having  stated,  in  the  hall  of  the  House,  a  base  false- 
hood in  relation  to  myself. 

"  In  the  Globe  of  this  morning  it  is  reported  that 
Balie  Peyton,  the  Siamese  companion  of  Wise,  for 
twelve  months  past,  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slan- 
der, said  that,  '  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  agent  alluded  to,  Mr.  Taney,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  would  not  recommend  him  as 
an  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.'  No  one  can  mis- 
take that  it  is  myself  alluded  to  by  Mr.  P. 

"  I  challenge  Mr.  Peyton  to  adduce  a  single  particle 
of  proof  to  sustain  the  above  assertion ;  and,  for 
having  made  it  without  proof,  I  pronounce  him  a 
calumniator,  and  guilty  of  uttering  a  base  falsehood ; 
this,  too,  like  Wise,  while  shielded  by  his  constitu- 
tional privilege. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to 
ascertain  my  character,  I  refer  them  to  citizens  of 
those  places  in  which  I  have  passed  many  years  of 
my  life. 

"R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

"  Wednesday,  ith  January,  IBS'?." 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr, 
Peyton  had  seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of 
its  contents  ?  And  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve 
the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for  the 
uttering  of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a 
calumniator  ? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  of  Mr.  "Whit- 
ney, alluded  to,  and  believe,  from  a  remark  1 
heard  Mr.  Peyton  make  in  the  committee  room, 
that  he  also  had  seen  it.  The  question  referred 
to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  I  did  regard  as 
involving  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  called 
out  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Ingeesoll.  What  lan- 
guage did  E.  M.  "Whitney  use  immediately  be- 
fore the  interposition  of  Mr.  Peyton  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  in- 
terposed at  all,  as  I  understand  that  word.    I 
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cannot,  therefore,  answer  the  question  as  to  the 
language  used  by  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  Ingeesoll.  What 
language  did  K.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately 
before  the  witness  says  "  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and 
addressed  the  chairman  ?  " 

Answer.  If  the  question  refers  to  what  was 
said,  my  answer  is,  that  Mr.  Whitney  said 
nothing  that  I  recollect.  If  it  refers  to  the 
written  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  cannot  an- 
swer it  without  referring  to  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  It  has,  however,  been  correctly 
published. 

Question  by  Mr.  Bell.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  tlie 
committee  for  the  first  remark  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Whitney,  did  he  not  take  his 
seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr.  Whitney 
rose  and  commenced  speaking  ? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  %ok 
his  seat,  but  cannot  say  whether  it  was  when 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman.  I  do  not  re- 
collect of  Mr.  Whitney's  rising  but  once  prior 
to  his  withdrawing ;  and  that,  according  to  my 
present  recollection,  was  before  the  time  alluded 
to  in  this  question. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was 
not  the  deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a 
man  who  did  not  intend  to  make  an  attack,  but 
desired  to  deter  another,  and  make  him  desist 
from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed, treated  Mr.  Whitney  with  respect  prior  to 
the  time  of  this  difficulty.  After  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Whitney  was  read  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Peyton  was  very  much  excited,  and  at  one  time, 
certainly,  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  punish  Mr. 
Whitney  for  his  alleged  insult. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was 
the  question  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  an- 
swer thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory ;  and  what  was 
the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to  by 
you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory ; 
and  will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received 
in  connection  with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer 
to  said  Interrogatory  ? 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  forego- 
ing second  question  of  Committee.] 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  When  Mr. 
Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance 
across  a  line  drawn  from  his  chair  towards  the 
fireplace,  cutting  him  off  from  Eeuben  M.  Whit- 
ney ?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time  when 
Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not 
thrust  into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  ad- 
vanced ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Pey- 
ton rose  the  second  time,,  but  think  it  was  not 
until  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  or  about  that  time. 
When  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom, 
he  had  Just  turned  from  a  standing  posture,  as 
I  have  described  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory I  doubt  whether  at  that  time  I 
could  see  Mr.  Whitney's  right  hand ;  but  if  I 


could,  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  it  in  the  po- 
sition described  by  the  question.  My  answer 
is  the  same  with  regard  to  Mr.  Whitney's  left 
foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  you  occu- 
py a  position  which  enabled  you  to  see  the  of- 
fensive look  or  scowl  of  the  witness,  E.  M. 
Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if 
any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to  the 
chairman  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  was  handed  to  the  chairman,  I  sat 
nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  with  nothing  in- 
terposing. My  attention,  however,  was  fasten- 
ed almost  entirely  upon  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.     Did  not  Mr. 
Peyton  complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, had  insulted  him  by  his  look  at  the  time  ? 
Answer.     I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 
Fifth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.     If  it  had  been 
Mr.  Peyton's  intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon 
Mr.  Whitney,  had  he  not  ample  time  to  do 
so? 
Answer.    He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  E.  M.  Whitney  ?  How 
many  before,  and  how  many  after,  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  to  ?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  the  said  committee,  on 
the  part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton? 
State  whether  they,  and  each  of  them,  did  not 
treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as 
well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  part  of  the  question  relating 
to  the  number  of  interrogatoric!,  and  the  time 
when  they  were  proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  journal 
of  the  committee.  I  did  not  apprehend  insult 
or  personal  violence  to  Mr.  Whitney,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  the  for- 
mer reappeared  in  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Peyton's  excitement  had  then  subsided.  I  have 
already  stated  that,  prior  and  subsequent  to 
this  occurrence,  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treated  Mr.  Whitney  respectfully  in  the  com- 
mittee room. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Was  there 
not  a  rule  of  the  committee  that  all  questions 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  propounded 
through  the  chairman  to  witness,  if  not  olgect- 
ed  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee ;  and  that 
all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing  through  the  same  channel  ?  And  was 
it  not  remarked  by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness 
must  answer  in  writing,  and  that  be  should  not 
address  the  committee  in  any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule ;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peyton  supposed  in 
the  question. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Had  or  had 
not  said  witness  refused  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one 
above  alluded  to,  characterizing  them  as  inquis- 
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itorial,  which  questions  had  been  decided  by 
the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  had  refused  to 
answer  many  questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, characterizing  them  as  inquisitorial. 
Though  the  committee  permitted  these  ques- 
tions to  he  put,  I  understood  that  the  commit- 
tee reserved  the  question  as  to  the  obligation  of 
the  witness  to  answer  them,  in  case  he  did  not 
choose  voluntarily  to  do  so. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  then  directed  to 
conduct  Mr.  Whitney  from  the  bar. 


Thttesdat,  February  16. 
Case  of  B.  M.    Whitney. 

Mr.  Whitney  being  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
Ilouse,  the  examination  of  the  honorable  Mr. 
Faibfield  was  continued. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  What  number 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  E.  M.  Whitney  ?  How 
many  before  and  how  many  after  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
alluded  to  ?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the 
part  of  either  Mr'.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton  ?  State 
whether  they,  and  each  of  them,  did  not  treat 
him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  witness,  as  well 
after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficulty  alluded  to  in 
the  question,  Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before 
the  committee,  January,  12th,  13th,  and  lith, 
when  fourteen  interrogatories  were  propounded 
to  him,  principally  by  Mr.  Peyton.  On  the 
25th,  ten  interrogatories  were  propounded,  the 
eighth  being  the  one  which  called  forth  the 
offensive  answer.  He  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee again  on  the  26th  of  January,  when 
thirty-eight  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
all  by  Mr.  Peyton  hut  one. 

Mr.  Gholson's  second  question  in  behalf  of 
the  committee.  What  was  the  question  put  to 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to  which 
you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory ;  and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee, 
also  referred  to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the 
same  interrogatory ;  and  will  you  now  set  this 
forth,  to  be  received  in  connection  with,  and  as 
part  of,  your  answer  to  said  interrogatory  ? 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to 
were  as  follows,  viz:  "Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  K.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage 
you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated ; 
or^  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
ceive, or  countenance  you  in  that  capacity, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment ?  " 

"  Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interroga- 
tory, more  particularly  as  the  individual  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  publicly, 
that  the  substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is 
true,  beginning  with  '  or  did  he,'  &c.,  therefore, 


being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  wit- 
ness. I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual 
who  has  made  the  allegation  should  be  called 
to  produce  his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  "  that  the 
foregoing  answer  to  the  15th  question  be  return- 
ed to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatory and  disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the 
committee." 

Ninth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  the  committee,  returning  the 
answer  of  the  witness  (Whitney)  as  disrespect- 
ful to  a  member  of  the  committee,  pass  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice  ? 

Answer.    It  did. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Look  upon  the 
journal  of  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say 
on  what  day  the  15th  interrogatory  was  pro- 
pounded. Did  not  said  witness  (Whitney)  re- 
turn and  continue  his  examination,  as  has  been 
stated  in  your  answer  just  given  ?  Look  upon 
the  journal  at  page  103,  and  state  whether  said 
witness  did  not  voluntarily  return  and  file  writ- 
ten communications,  as  set  forth  in  pages  from 
99  to  102,  inclusive,  as  follows,  namely  :  [Here 
follows  a  correspondence  between  E.  M.  Whit- 
ney, J.  0.  Wllkins,  J.  D.  Beers,  and  John  Till- 
son,  jr.]  State  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  said  witness  two  other  interroga- 
tories at  page  103,  and  receive  answers  as 
therein  set  forth,  in  addition  to  the  questions 
and  answers  alluded  to  in  your  last  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interrogatory  was 
propounded  January  25th.  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
turned, and  the  examination  was  continued,  as 
I  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Whitney  also  volun- 
tarily returned  and  filed  the  communications, 
as  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  102,  inclusive, 
as  supposed  in  the  question.  Two  other  ques- 
tions were  proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton, 
as  set  forth  in  page  103  of  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  They  were  accidentally  omitted  by 
me  in  my  former  answer,  not  having  received 
the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th  page. 

Eleventh  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  Mr. 
Peyton  take  any  exception  to  that  part  of  his 
answer  which  alleges  an  insinuation  in  inter- 
rogatories Nos.  40  and  42,  propounded  by  him? 

Answer.    Not  to  my  recollection. 

Twelfth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Please  ex- 
amine the  interrogatories  propounded  by  Mr. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  (Whitney,)  and  the 
answers  thereto,  commencing  with  No.  1,  and 
including  the  following  numbers  designated  by 
a  cross  on  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  furnished,  and  say  if  the  course 
of  the  witness  was  not  considered  disrespect- 
ful to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  Mr. 
Peyton. 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  the  answers  of 
Mr.  Whitney,  alluded  to,  as  disrespectful  either 
to  the_  committee  or  Mr.  Peyton,  Inasmuch  as 
my  opinion  has  been,  from  the  beginning,  that 
he  was  under  no  legal  obligation  to  answer  the 
interrogatories,<^)r  most  of  them ;  and  as  I  con- 
sider the  term  "  inquisitorial "  to  be  used  in  a 
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technical  sense,  and  not  with  a  disposition  to 
be  nncourteous  to  the  committee,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it. 

Thirteenth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Did  not 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  in  his  evidence  before  the 
committee,  disprove  the  allegation  of  the  wit- 
ness in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Duane,  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  having, 
at  any  time,  recommended  him  (Whitney)  as  a 
fit  person  to  be  an  agent  of  the  deposit  banks 
or  of  the  Treasury  ? 

Answer.  Chief  Justice  Taney's  evidence  is 
not  before  me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  might  perhaps 
be  questioned  whether  it  was  competent  for  me 
to  say  what  degree  of  evidence  amounts  to 
proof.  For  a  further  answer  of  the  question,  I 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Taney,  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, both  of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
committee. 

Fourteenth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  How  far 
was  Mr.  Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whit- 
ney) at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  to  which  you  have  alluded  ?  State, 
also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  sitting  nearer 
to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton 
was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his 
hand  in  his  bosom,  and  when  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
proached him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  alluded  to,  Mr.  Peyton  was  sitting 
within  a  few  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  say  three  to 
six  feet,  and  was  nearer  Mr.  Whitney  than 
any  other  member  of  the  committee.  I  think 
Mr.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time 
named  in  the  question,  but  was  endeavoring  to 
advance,  and  was  resisted  in  so  doing  principal- 
ly by  Mr.  Wise. 

Fifteenth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  Have  you, 
or  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had 
any  conversation  with  the  said  E.  M.  Whitney 
since  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  ?  If  so, 
did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the 
course  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter  ?  State 
all  he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives 
which  induced  his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation 
others  have  had  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  had  none.  I  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Whitney  prior  to  being  appointed 
on  the  select  committee,  and  have  since  care- 
fully abstained  from  conversation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occasion,  however,  since  the  occur- 
rence of  the  25th  of  January,  I  was  in  the 
company  of  Mr.  Whitney  a  few  minutes,  who 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject,  not  ad- 
dressed to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I  can 
recollect  them,  they  were,  in  substance,  that 
he  was  not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time 
alluded  to ;  that  he  (Whitney)  was  not  armed 
at  the  time,  but  intended,  if  Mr.  Peyton  bad 
drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  forward, 
caught  his  arm,  and  flung  hiti  into  the  fire- 
place.   This  was  before  he  had  sent  a  petition 


to  the  House,  and  before  his  arrest  for  an  al- 
leged contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  Eenohee.  In  the  sub- 
sequent examinations  before  the  committee  to 
which  K.  M.  Whitney  was  pleased  to  submit 
after  the  occurrence  between  him  and  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, did  he  exhibit  fears  of  personal  violence 
from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  any  other  member  of 
the  committee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  no  indications  of  fear 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Kenchee.  Was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  of 
the  committee,  calculated  to  create  such  fears? 

Answer.  Excepting  the  time  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  25th  of  January,  I  answer  nega- 
tively. 

Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wise 
at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
was  his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and 
placing  himself  near  the  accused,  as  stated  in 
your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  ?  If  yea, 
what  -did  he  say  was  his  purpose  ?  And  was 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  been 
closed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Wise 
made  the  statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House, 
on  I  think  Saturday,  the  4th  of  February.  My 
information  was  derived  from  conversation  with 
members  who  were  present,  and  from  there- 
port  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  city.  I  think  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Whitney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  question  by  Counsel.  In  your  foregoing 
answers,  touching  the  interrogatories  propound- 
ed to  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  committee,  do 
you  refer  to  any  questions  put  to  Mi\  "Whitney 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  the  committee, 
or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refusals  to  answer, 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the 
committee,  and  found  in  the  printed  copy  of 
that  journal  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories ;  and  is  that  a  copy  printed  by  order 
of  the  committee  ?  If  so,  annex  the  whole  of 
it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  questions 
and  answers,  and  refusals  to  answer,  which 
have  been  published  by  the  committee,  and  to 
them  alone.  I  annex  the  journal,  so  far  as  it 
has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee : 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  112,  inclu- 
sive, of  printed  journal  of  the  select  committee.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evi- 
dence of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  also  that  of 
Mr.  Duane,  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee ? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is ;  but  I  have  run 
my  eye  rapidly  over  the  printed  journal,  and 
do  not  find  the  evidence  there. 

Seventh  question  by  Counsel.  Was  Mr. 
Whitney  present  at,  or  ever  apprised  of,  the 
examination  of  Chief  Justice  Taney  or  Mr. 
Du?,iae,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evidence,  or 
ever  afforded  an  opportunity  to  put  questions 
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to  either,  in  explanation  of  their  evidence,  or 
to  adduce  any  corroboration  of  his  own,  in  case 
any  discrepancy  should  appear  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present,  nor  was  he 
apprised  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  Taney  and 
Mr.  Dnane,  to  my  knowledge. 

[Interrogatories  similar  to  those  put  to  the  first 
witness  (Mr.  Fairfield)  were  also  addressed  to  Mr. 
Hamer,  and  received  similar  answers  as  far  as  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Hamer  went.] 


Fmdat,  February  17. 

Case  of  E.  M.   Whitney — Mr.  Hamer'a 

Testimony. 

First  question  by  Mr.  Peyton.     Have  you 

heard  any  member  of  this  House  declare  that 

any  proceeding  should  be  adopted  or  prosecuted 

to  bring  the  occurrences  in  the  committee,  on 

tlie  25th  of  January,  to  the  notice  of   the 

House  ?    And  if  yes,  state  whether  you  have 

heard  such  an  opinion  expressed  by  many  of 

the  members  of  the  House ;  and,  also,  whether 

any  of  them  suggested  that  proceedings  against 

E.  M.  Whitney,  for  a  contempt,  would  be  a 

proper  mode  of  effecting  that  object. 

Mr.  TuKRiLL  said  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  objecting  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  con- 
sidered it  a  very  improper  inquiry  to  make. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  89,  nays  84. 

So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory 
should  be  put. 

Mr.  Hameb  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  follow- 
ing: 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  members  say 
that  the  proceedings  alluded  to  ought  to  be 
brought  before  the  House;  that  opinion  has 
not  been  expressed  to  me  by  many  members. 
I  have  not  heard  any  one  say,  so  far  as  I  now 
recollect,  that  proceedings  against  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  be  a  proper  mode 
of  effecting  that  object. 

First  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Wise.  From  the 
facts  within  your  knowledge,  or  from  remarks 
made  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  by  members 
of  this  House,  or  by  E.  M.  Whitney,  have  you 
a  doubt  of  the  fact  that  this  investigation  was 
and  is  intended,  by  said  members  and  said 
Whitney,  to  affect  Messrs,  Wise  and  Peyton? 
State  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  the  con- 
versations and  meetings,  the  remarks  of  mem- 
bers, or  of  said  Whitney,  which  go  to  show 
that  such  is  the  object  of  those  concerned  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  T[JHBii.L  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays- 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  73,  nays  99*. 
So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory 
should  not  be  put. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Wise.  Do  you 
know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  President  himself,  or 
any  member  or  members  with  whom  he  may 
have  consulted  or  advised,  or  to  whom  he  may 
have  suggested  an  opinion,  as  to  the  proceed- 


ings upon  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
whether  he  (the  President  of  the  United  States) 
has  not  advised  and  recommended  to  members 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
House  in  this  matter  of  alleged  contempt ;  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
assign  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  that  it  would 
try  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chair- 
man, urging  that  it  was  necessary  to  condemn 
that  conduct. 

Mr.  Vandeepoel  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  66, 
nays  112. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory be  not  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Peyton.  Have 
you  heard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  AVhit- 
ney  would  refuse  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, so  as  to  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  transaction  before  the  committee,  or 
any  word  or  expression  to  that  effect ;  and  have 
you  known  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  had  counselled  with 
Whitney  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue ;  or 
have  you  known  any  member  of  this  House 
counsel  with  said  Whitney  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  him,  either  before  the  House  or 
the  committee  ?  State  fully  all  you  know  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  TuEEiLL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  EoBEETSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  75,  nays  91. 

So  the  House  determined  that  this  interroga- 
tory should  not  be  put. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Peyton.  Have 
you  heard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that,  by  commencing  this  pro- 
ceeding against  Whitney  in  the  House,  the 
whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  into  disgrace  before  the 
nation ;  or  any  expressions  or  declarations  to 
that  effect  ;  and  that  they  would  vote  for  the 
investigation  with  a  view  to  that  object? 

Mr.  Ingeesoll  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  69, 
nays  85. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory be  not  put. 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Peyton.  When 
did  you  first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr. 
Fairfield,  which  he  presented  to  this  House,  in 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same  ? 

Answer.  Several  days  before  he  was  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  in  this  House  ;  but  the  ex- 
act date  I  do  not  remember.  I  believe  the  one 
shown  to  me  then  to  be  substantially  the  one 
presented  here  when  he  was  examined. 

[Similar  interrogatories  with  those  addressed  to 
the  preceding  witnesses,  were  then  addressed  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  were  answered  substantially  to  the  same 
effect.] 
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Mr.  CHUet's  Testimony. 

First  qnestion  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused. 
Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the 
select  committee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  chair- 
man, on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  January  ;  and 
state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  done  by, 
and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Fairfield  to  this  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the 
facts  stated  by  him,  and  think  they  are  truly 
stated ;  and  I  adopt  his  answer  thereto  as  a 
part  of  my  own.  I  think  other  words  reflect- 
ing upon  Mr.  Whitney  were  used  by  both  Mr. 
Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind 
any  that  I  am  certain  were  spoken  before  Mr. 
Whitney  retired  from  the  committee  room. 

[The  remaining  portion  of  the  witness's  re- 
ply was  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to  the 
same  query.] 

[The  interrogatories  put  to  the  previous  witnesses 
were  then  put  to  Mr.  Gillet,  receiving  the  same  an- 
swers.] 


Satuedat,  Febri^ry  18. 
Case  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 
Mr.  Wise  ask«d  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer, 
from  whose  notes,  aided  by  his  own  recollec- 
tion, Mr.  W.  had  written  out  his  speech  for  that 
paper ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Testimony  of  John  Whitehead,  Reporter. 

Question  by  Mr.  Wise,  Will  you  please  state 
whether  you  did  not  furnish  Mr.  Wise  with 
your  notes,  as  a  reporter  of  the  Intelligencer, 
of  his  remarks  in  the  House,  narrating  and  ex- 
plaining the  occurrences  in  the  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  in  the  matter 
of  difficulty  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  K.  M. 
Whitney ;  and  whether  you  can  now  vouch  for 
the  general  correctness  of  the  report  of  these 
remarks  in  the  Intelligencer,  particularly  the 
report  of  the  paragraph  or  sentence  commenc- 
ing "Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,"  &c. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  with 
the  report  of  the  statement  which  he  made  to 
the  House,  narrating  the  occurrences  in  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman. 
I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  as  contained  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  particularly  the  report  of  the  paragraph  com- 
mencing "  Let  me  not,"  &c.  I  distinctly  recol- 
lect the  sentence  being  uttered,  viz  :  "  If  he 
had  drawn  a  weapon,  it  should  not  have  done 
its  execution." 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  then  in- 
formed the  House  that  they  had  got  through 
with  all  the  oral  testimony  which  they  proposed 


introducing  at  that  time,  and  said  he  held  in  his 
hand  certain  documentary  evidence  which  they 
intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence  alluded 
to,  he  said,  were  extracts  from  the  accredited 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Wise,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Peyton  ;)  which  extracts  went  to  show  the  quo 
animo  of  the  other  proceedings  of  those  gentle« 
men  against  the  accused.  He  considered  this 
proposition  as  necessary  to  show  the  state  of 
feeling  which  existed  in  the  breasts  of  those 
gentlemen  towards  the  accused ;  but  in  so 
doing  it  was  not  their  intention  to  mutilate 
these  speeches,  and  take  small  portions  of 
them,  but  to  lay  them  before  the  House  in  ex- 
tenso.  To  save  time,  however,  they  only  pro- 
posed the  reading  of  such  portions  of  them  as 
bore  upon  the  point  at  issue,  yet  the  whole 
speeches  were  before  the  House,  so  that  any 
gentleman  might  examine  them  for  himself 

Mr.  PioKENS  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  proposition  to  introduce 
this  testimony  was  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  an- 
nounced that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had 
closed,  so  far,  their  oral  testimony,  but  desired, 
through  him,  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the 
House.  They  had  furnished  him  with  a  list  or 
memorandum  of  certain  portions  of  the  journal 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Gaeland,  of  Virginia,  was  chairman,  with  a 
request  that  a  clerk  be  directed  to  transcribe 
them  for  the  use  of  counsel  and  the  members. 
The  reason  of  the  request  was  this :  the  journal 
was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  conld 
not,  without  very  great  inconvenience,  be  spared 
from  the  printing  office  ;  because,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  printed  in  time  for  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved  that  a  clerk  be  appointed 
to  make  sucb  extracts,  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Patton  then  submitted  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  further  to  prose- 
cute the  trial  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  for  the  con- 
tempt of  the  House  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  him,  and  that  he  be  now  discharged. 

Mr.  Patton  said  that  he  had  from  the  begin- 
ning foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assume  the 
form  and  character  which  it  had  put  on ;  that 
it  would  be  protracted  to  a  most  unreasonable 
length,  by  the  introduction  of  a  vast  mass  of 
irrelevant  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an 
infinite  number  of  questions  of  evidence ;  and 
that  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  must  lead  to 
heated  debate,  and  probably  angry  personal  col- 
lision. 

I  think  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  must  be  sufficiently 
manifest,  if  we  attempt  to  go  on  regularly 
through  this  trial,  receiving  all  that  kind  "^ 
testimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of  investiga- 
tion which  the  decisions  of  the  House  already 
have  authorized,  that  there  can  be  no  termina- 
tion of  the  case  until  the  whole  of  the  residue 
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of  the  session,  now  barely  sufBcient  for  doing 
the  puhlic  business  of  absolutely  indispensable 
necessity,  shall  have  been  consumed.  If  we  go 
on  through  the  evidence,  and  are  called  on  to 
pronounce  a  judgment  on  the  merits,  we  must 
hear  debate  from  the  counsel  of  the  accused 
and  from  many  members  of  the  House,  which 
it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  restrain  by 
the  means  provided  for  arresting  debate  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  legislation.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  have  been  meditating  for  some 
time  to  propose  something  which  would  put  a 
stop  to  the  case  without  any  decision  on  the 
merits.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
it  may,  perhaps,  induce  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  receive  more  favorably  the  proposition, 
that  I  have  studiously  and  purposely  abstained 
from  voting  upon  any  of  the  numerous  ques- 
tions of  evidence,  which  have  arisen  in  the 
case.  I  have  kept  myself  aloof  from  all  the 
excitement  which  I  was  sure  the  case  must 
elicit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  position  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  motion, 
calculated  to  put  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous 
to  the  discharge  of  the  public  legislation  of  the 
country,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  any  de- 
cision on  the  merits  of  the  case,  might  be  ac- 
ceptably received.  I  do  verily  believe  that  if 
one  single  speech,  such  as  will  be  made,  and 
perhaps  must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  shall  be  delivered  on  this  floor,  conse- 
quences the  most  deplorable  will  follow ;  scenes 
of  violence  and  personal  collision,  such  as  we 
are  not  accustomed  even  here  to  witness,  as 
well  as  the  valuable  time  of  the  House  thrown 
away  so  far  as  necessary  legislation  is  concern- 
ed, without  the  hope  of  having  any  calm,  dis- 
passionate, or  useful  determination  of  the  case 
itself  which  is  under  trial.  Before  we  got  in- 
volved in  this  case,  I  made  an  effort  to  prevent 
it  by  laying  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  table.  I  would  now  renew  that  proposi- 
tion, but  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  leave 
the  prisoner  in  custody.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed the  resolution  now  under  consideration, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  same  object  : 
that  is,  to  get  rid  of  this  case  in  the  only  prac- 
ticable way,  without  coming  to  any  decision  of 
the  House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
accused,  or  anybody  else,  whose  conduct  is 
directly  or  indirectly  implicated  in  the  trial. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  whether,  before  the  coun- 
sel for  the  accused  had  concluded  their  exam- 
ination, it  was  in  order  to  move  such  a  resolu- 
tion without  first  moving  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  Chair  said  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
had  concluded  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as 
he  understood. 

Testimony  of  the  Horu)rable  James  Garland. 

First  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused. 
Please  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the 
Select  Committee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  chair- 
man, on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  January,  and 
state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  done  by. 
Yoi.  Xni.— 20  ^' 


and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  E.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  The  transaction  now  investigating 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  25th  day  of  Jan- 
uary last.  Mr.  Peyton  had,  without  objection 
by  the  committee,  proposed  to  Mr.  Whitney  the 
following  interrogatory :  "  Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  you  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contemplated ;  or  did  he 
positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  ?  " 
which  I,  as  chairman,  propounded.  To  this 
interrogatory  Mr.  Whitney  returned  the  follow- 
ing answer : 

"I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding 
it  has  asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that  the 
substance  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  begin- 
ning with  '  or  did  he,'  &c. ;  therefore,  being 
the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
made  the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce 
his  proof." 

After  I  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicat- 
ing strong  excitement,  remarked,  "  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  wish  you  distinctly  to  inform  this  wit- 
ness that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  answers ;  " 
then  rising  from  his  seat,  and  approaching  Mr. 
Whitney,  said,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  "I 
will  not  be  insulted  to  my  face  by  any  damned 
thief  and  damned  robber ;  and  if  you  dare  to 
insult  me  here  to  my  face,  God  damn  you,  I 
will  put  you  to  death  on  the  spot.  You  say  in 
your  card  that  I  seek  protection  under  my  con- 
stitutional privileges,  but  I  will  let  you  know 
that  I  do  not  claim  any  constitutional  privilege 
to  protect  me  against  an  insult  to  my  face,  here 
or  elsewhere."  Before  Mr.  Peyton  had  finished 
this  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  rose  from  his  seat,  which 
was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  the  room  oppo- 
site Mr.  Whitney,  and  walked  about  half  way 
across,  saying,  "  Yes ;  the  committee  had  borne 
the  damned  insolence  of  that  witness  long 
enough ;  it  was  insufferable."  Mr.  Peyton  re- 
marked, "Wise,  this  is  my  business;  don't 
you  interfere."  I  immediately  rose,  and  said  to 
Mr.  Wise,  "Wise,  don't  do  so,  you  are  wrong." 
Upon  which  Mr.  Wise  immediately  returned  to 
his  seat.  When  Mr.  Wise  turned  to  resume  his 
seat,  I  immediately  turned  to  Mr.  Peyton,  and 
remarked,  "  Mr.  Peyton,  you  must  observe  the 
order  of  the  committee."  Mr.  Peyton  imme- 
diately turned  from  the  witness  to  me,  and  said, 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  "Mr.  Chairman,  I 
appeal  to  you  to  say  if  I  have  not  treated  this 
witness,  from  the  beginning,  as  if  he  were  a 
gentleman ;  but  I'll  be  damned  if  I  will  be  in- 
sulted to  my  face."  He  then  took  his  seat  in 
the  chair  which  I  had  occupied,  as  I  had  taken 
the  chair  which  he  had  risen  from.    After  Mi^ 
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Peyton  and  myself  were  both  seated,  Mr.  Whit- 
ney rose  from  his  seat,  and,  advancing  one  or 
two  steps  towards  me,  said,  "Mr.  Chairman," 
uttering  two  or  three  other  words  which  I  did 
not  hear.  Before  he  had  finished  his  sentence, 
Mr.  Peyton  rose  np  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "  He  has  no  right  to  speak  here ;  God 
damn  him,  he  shan't  speak;  he  must  give  his 
answers  in  writing."  Then,  turning  towards 
Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "You  have  no  right  to 
speak  here ;  sit  down,  sir."  I  remarked  to  Mr. 
Peyton  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  make  a 
question  touching  his  examination ;  but,  before 
I  finished  the  remark,  Mr.  Peyton,  very  much 
excited,  said,  "  Damn  him,  I  have  treated  him 
as  if  he  were  a  gentleman."  I  again  remarked 
to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  must  observe  order.  Mr. 
Whitney,  who  had  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  came  here  under  the  sum- 
mons of  the  committee.  I  claim  its  protec- 
tion." Mr.  Peyton  said,  "Damn  him,  he  has 
insulted  me  to  my  face ;  damn  him,  he  looks  at 
me ;  he  shan't  look  at  me."  As  he  made  this 
remark,  appearing  very  angry,  he  put  his  right 
hand  either  to  his  bosom  or  the  side  pocket  of 
his  coat.  As  soon  as  he  put  his  hand  to  his 
bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang  forward,  seized  Mr. 
Peyton  by  the  breast,  and  said,  "  Peyton,  don't 
notice  him ;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy  of 
your  notice ; "  and  some  other  expression,  which 
I  do  net  remember.  Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  "  I 
will  notice  him ;  I  would  notice  him  if  he  were 
a  damned  dog,  if  he  insulted  me  to  my  face." 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seized  hold  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
I  stepped  between  him  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
Mr.  Martin  took  hold  of  his  right  arm.  Mr. 
Wise  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or 
three  steps  towards  the  sofa,  Mr.  Peyton  en- 
deavoring somewhat  to  disengage  himself  from 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Martin,  but  failed.  About 
this  time  some  member  of  the  committee  made 
a  motion  to  suspend  the  examination,  and  Mr. 
Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
hear,  for  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  par- 
ties, with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  colli- 
sion by  personal  interposition.  At  this  time,  I 
remarked  to  Mr.  Whitney,  "  that  a  question 
would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  answer, 
and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  retire ;  "  which 
he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, who  had  been  very  much  excited,  became 
more  tranquil ;  expressed  his  regret  for  the 
occurrence ;  urged,  in  extenuation,  the  insult 
which  he  had  received  in  the  answer  referred 
to,  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  as  the  cause  of  his 
great  excitement,  and  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee, promising  that  thereafter  he  would  try 
and  suppress  his  feelings,  unless  grossly  and 
directly  insulted.  Mr.  Hamer  then  submitted 
the  following  motion : 

"That  the  answer  to  the  16th  question  be 
returned  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the 
interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  member 
of  the  committee ;  "  which  was  unanimously 
.adopted.    Mr.  Wise  then  called  me  to  him,  near 


the  window,  and  remarked  that,  "  in  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's present  state  of  feeling,  it  would  not  do  to 
permit  him  and  Mr.  Whitney  to  go  out  of  the 
room  together ;  if  they  did,  he  would  not  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences ;  that  it  would 
be  best  to  call  back  the  witness,  permit  Mr. 
Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  which 
would  greatly  tend  to  tranquillize  him,  and  then 
discharge  the  witness,  without  the  committee's 
adjourning."    I  told  him  I  approved  of  the  plan ; 
that  there  was  some  unfinished  business  before 
the  committee,  which  I  would  call  up  when 
Mr.   Whitney  was  discharged ;    and  that  he 
must  see  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the 
room ;  which  he  promised  he  would  do.    The 
witness  was  then  called  in,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  committee  read  to  him.     After  it  was 
read,  he  said,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  "  if  I  have 
been  disrespectful  to  the  committee,  I  regret  it, 
and  apologize  for  it."    Mr.  Peyton  then  pro- 
pounded a  question,  which  Mr.  Whitney  an- 
swered in  a  respectful  manner,  and  was  dis- 
charged.    As  Mr.  Whitney  left  the  room,  I 
called  some  unfinished  business  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  which  detained  it  about  ten 
minutes,  and  then  it  adjourned.    In  this  narra- 
tive I  am  guided  by  my  memory  alone,    I  have 
given  the  circumstances  which  occurred,  and 
the  language  which  was  employed,  as  accurately 
as  a  treacherous  memory  will  permit.    I  do  not 
profess  entire  accuracy,  or  to  have  stated  all 
that  occurred. 

[The  usual  interrogatories  were  then  put  to  Mr. 
Garland,  and  answered  about  as  other  witnesses  had 
done,  as  far  as  his  knowledge  extended  •;  after  which 
Mr.  Fairfield,  the  first  witness,  was  called  back,  and 
further  interrogated.] 


Monday,  February  20. 

Case  of  S.  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Lane,  there  being  no  question  before  the 
House,  then  submitted  his  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  prosecute  further 
the  alleged  contempt  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  against 
the  autliority  of  this  House,  and  that  said  Whitney 
be  now  discharged  from  custody. 

Mr.  Gholsou  wished  to  know  whether  the 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  could 
be  stopped  in  this  way. 

The  Chair  replied  that  that  was  a  question 
for  the  House,  not  the  Chair,  to  determine. 
The  witness  was  off  the  stand,  and  the  same 
question  arose  the  other  day. 

Mr.  Lane  then  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only 
speech  I  have  to  make  on  this  resolution  is  to 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Dawson.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentleman 
take  the  floor,  present  a  resolution,  and  call  for 
the  previous  question,  without  the  power  of  the 
House  to  amend  it  ? 

The  Ohaik.    Certainly. 
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Mr.  Stoeee.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  point  of  order 
I  inquire  about  is  this :  whether  it  is  compe- 
tent for  any  member  of  this  House,  while  this 
House  is  organized  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  to  cut 
off,  by  this  guillotine  sort  of  process,  the  right 
of  the  accused  to  be  heard  by  his  counsel. 

The  Ohaie.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consid- 
eration of  this  House.  The  House  may  vote 
according  to  its  dLscretion  or  according  to  its 
judgment. 

Mr.  Jones  (of  counsel  for  the  accused.)  Can- 
not this  proposition  be  amended,  sir  ? 

The  Ohaie.  No  propositioa  can.  be  amended 
after  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wise.  Is  there  not  a  witness  on  the 
stand  ? 

The  Chaie.     There  is  not. 

Mr.  "Wise.  Has  not  the  clerk  of  the  Select 
Committee  been  summoned  ? 

The  Chaie  has  issued  a  subprena  for  Mm,  but 
he  was  not  called  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  Wise.  Have  there  not  been  questions 
propounded  which  have  not  been  answered  ? 

Mr.  GnoLsoif.  I'  gave  the  clerk  seventeen 
interrogatories,  which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  Ohaie,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  knows  nothing  of  it. 

Tellers  having  been  appointed,  the  previous 
question  was  then  seconded  by  the  House — 
yeas  78,  nays  64 ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  " 

Mr.  Obaio  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  91,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put ; 
and  on  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Ohapin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  99,  nays 
72,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Galbraitb,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  Holt,  Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham, 
William  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gid- 
eon Loc,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall  Lu- 
cas, Abijah  Mann,  William  Mason,  May,  McKay  Mc- 
Keon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith 
Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardweu' 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 99. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen  Bai- 
ley, Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester' 
Graham,  Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan' 
Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Herod,  Hoar 
Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  IngersoII,  Janes,  Jenifer,' 


Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Russell,  Shields,  Staudefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  YOung — 
72. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted;  and  Mr. 
Whitney  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

Just  as  the  Chair  was  announcing  the  order 
for  the  discharge  of  the  accused, 
.  Mr.  Peyton-  interposed,  and  said,  before  the 
accused  was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound 
a  question  to  him,  and  that  he  be  detained  for 
that  purpose.  [Cries  of  no !  no !  from  all  parts 
of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  Peyton-  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  saying,  "  Then  gentlemen  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  recording  their  no !  no !  " 

,Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  94,  nays  68. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  the 
Chair,  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until 
I  ascertain  whether  I  am  discharged  from  pros- 
ecution or  not. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  22. 
Reissuing  Bank  W.  S.  Notes. 

Mr.  Galbeaith,  from  the  Select  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  banking  operations  ^d  the 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  EvEBKTT  took  this  occasion  to  disclaim 
any  participation  in  the  bill  or  report,  never 
having  seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon 
after  their  appointment  when  nothing  was  done. 
They  were  to  wait  the  call  of  their  chairman 
for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  had  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but 
of  this  he  had  had  no  notice  to  attend.  The 
first  notice  he  had  was  yesterday,  when  the 
chairman  said  the  committee  proposed  meeting 
that  evening,  at  the  lodgings  of  one  of  the 
members.  _  Mr.  E.  informed  him  that  he  was 
too  much  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
but  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committee 
room  at  the  House.  He  therefore  disclaimed 
all  share,  or  merit,  or  responsibility,  for  the  bill 
or  report. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Maine,  moved  that  five  thou- 
sand copies  be  printed ;  which  motion  lies  over. 
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Feidat,  February  24. 

Relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  HowAED,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Affairs,  to  -vvMch  had  been  referred  the  Message 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th 

of  February,  made  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  8th  of  February,  relative  to  Mexico, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respect- 
fully offer  the  following  report. 

The  history  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  succession  of 
good  feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted, 
of  kind  offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, following  out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects,  the 
disposition  and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  first  to 
recognize  Mexico  as  an  independent  power,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  been  among  the 
first  in  the  unceasing  manifestation  of  friendship  to 
this  adjacent  North  American  Government.  At  an 
early  period  of  her  struggle  for  independence,  fce 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  open  to  her  flag, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  responsibility  for  this 
act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  re- 
gret, that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  has  been  a 
long  train  of  injuries  to  the  property  of  American 
citizens,  and  insults  to  the  national  flag,  for  which  re- 
dress, though  often  promised,  has  seldom  been,  ob- 
tained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  the  numerous  and  radical  changes, 
wliich  have  prevented  a  fixed  policy  from  being  per- 
sued  in  its  foreign  affairs.  But  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  has  also  sprung,  in  part,  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  form  of  our  Government,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  its  executive  branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for 
redress,  when  made  by  nations  whose  Executive  had 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the 
subordinate  power  of  giving  large  discretionary  au- 
thority to  its  naval  officers,  has  been  promptly  met, 
when  the  consequences  of  refusal  were  uncertain. 
But  our  constitution  has  wisely  placed  the  war-mak- 
ing power  in  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  severe  measures  are  likely  to  be  adopted 
towards  any  foreign  power,  unless  upon^much  delib- 
eration and  repeated  aggression.  It  would  seem  to 
follow  from  this,  however,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
slowness  should  be  the  firmness  of  the  voice  of  the 
nation,  when  expressed  through  all  the  departments 
of  its  Government. 

Those  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disre- 
gard the  remonstrances  of  the  President,  when  con- 
veyed through  agents  appointed  by  him,  and  rely  for 
their  security  upon  the  limited  powers  which  our  con- 
stitution has  intrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be  taught 
that  his  complaints  against  injury  and  outrage  do  but 
speak,  in  anticipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire  people 
of  the  country. 

It  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  limited 
powers  of  the  President,  the  Government  of  Mexico 
has  been  encouraged  to  persevere  in  its  course  of 
aggression  by  the  general  absence  from  its  neighbor- 
hood of  vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
the  interposition  of  which-  might  have  been  more  ef- 
fectual than  a  diplomatic  note. 


To  illustrate  this  position,  the  committee  will  se- 
lect, out  of  the  many  cases  of  serious  and  liagrant 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  of  the 
United  States,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
one  of  the  very  few  in  which  that  Government  lis- 
tened to  our  demand  for  satisfaction. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1836,  the  United  States  schooner 
Jefferson  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tampieo,  direct 
from  Pensacola,  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of 
Commodore  Dallas.  Lieutenant  Osbom  and  his 
boat's  crew,  who  went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  im- 
prisoned, and  the  vessel  prohibited  from  entering  the 
river.  A  demand  for-satisfaction  made  by  the  Araer- 
ican  consul  was  haughtily  refused.  The  Jefferson 
left  the  port,  but  communicated  with  the  sloop  of 
war  Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  which  came  to  off  the 
bar ;  and  on  the  following  day  there  arrived  another 
American  corvette,  and  both  anchored  there. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  principal  of  the  port,  informing  him  that,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India 
station,  he  had  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence 
with  him  relative  to  the  insult  which  he  had  inflicted 
on  the  American  flag.  A  note  followed  from  the 
Foreign  Department  of  the  Mexican  Government  to 
Mr.  Ellis,  requesting  him  to  interpose  his  authority, 
and  order  the  vessels  to  retire,  Mr.  Ellis  very  prop- 
erly declined  to  do  so.  In  a  few  days  an  official 
communication  apprised  Mr.  Ellis  that  the  Mexican 
Government  had  supplanted  the  officer  in  conuuand 
at  Tampieo,  "by  substituting  in  his  stead  a  chief 
who,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserre 
greater  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjects  offer 
eign  nations  "  and  announced  that  "  a  summary  in- 
vestigation had  been  ordered  to  be  instituted,  which, 
by  putting  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gomez, 
would  apply  to  him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  if 
he  should  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who 
may  have  taken  any  part  in  the  affair  treated  upon," 
renewing  the  request  that  Mr.  Ellis  would  then  give 
his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  squadron  from 
before  Tampieo ;  which  was  done,  and  the  vessels 
departed.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  if  they 
could  stop  here  in  the  narrative ;  but  they  are  com- 
pelled to  remark  that,  shortly  afterwards,  the  indi- 
vidual whose  punishment  was  thus  promised,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  American  flag,  was 
recalled  into  service,  and  assigned  to  a  command 
upon  the  coast,  where  his  hostile  feehngs  might  again 
endanger  the  secm-ity  of  American  citizens  or  prop- 
erty. 

The  effect  of  this  open  withdrawal  of  the  apology 
yielded  to  the  American  Government  was,  as  might 
have  been  anticipated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  fresh 
outrages  upon  some  American  citizens,  who  were 
entitled  to  have  been  treated  with  pecuhar  forbear- 
ance, not  only  because  they  were  in  the  employment 
of  the  American  Government,  but  because  theycon- 
stituted  a  part  of  the  crew  of  one  of  the  national 
vessels,  whose  services  on  board  might  have  been 
very  essential.  The  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
eight  of  the  seamen  belonging  to  the  sloop  of  war 
Natchez  will  not  now  be  made  the  subject  of  com- 
ment, further  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of 
the  American  consul  from  visiting  them,  whilst  sick 
and  in  prison,  from  the  4th  to  the  19th  of  November, 
was  an  act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  appears 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  same  officer  whose  ficti- 
tious punishment,  but  real  promotion,  had  been  of- 
fered as  an  atonement  for  a  previous  insult  to  the 
American  flag. 
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Looking  through  the  catalogue  of  complaints  which 
the  United  States  have  to  make  against  Mexico,  on 
their  own  account,  as  the  party  whose  dignity  and 
honor  are  assailed,  the  committee  are  unable  to  per- 
ceive any  proof  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
Government  to  repair  injury  or  satisfy  honor. 

The  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  citizens  attacked,  and  even  put 
to  death,  and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disrespect 
when  paying  a  friendly  visit  to  a  port  where  they 
had  a  right  to  expect  hospitality.  It  was  the  inat- 
tention of  the  Mexican  Government  to  complaints  of 
this  description  that  appears  chiefly  to  have  induced 
the  return  of  the  late  charge  d'affaires ;  for  in  his  note 
of  December  the  "Tth  he  says :  "If  those  [the  claims] 
that  might  be  presented  should  be  all  acknowledged 
as  just,  yet  so  long  as  the  several  cases  of  unpro- 
voked and  inexcusable  outrage  inflicted  on  the 
officers  and  flag  of  his  country,  which  have  been 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
mained unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  have  but 
one  course  to  pursue." 

It  is  possible  that  the  claims  for  private  property, 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  their  no- 
tice, may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  that 
Government ;  but  if  a  cordia*  disposition  was  felt  to 
adjust  them,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases, 
where  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been 
for  a  long  time  passed  for  their  payment,  and  a  por- 
tion actually  paid,  were  not  fully  satisfied.  The  com- 
mittee are  willing  to  hope,  however,  that  the  mani- 
festation of  serious  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  official  rep- 
resentative, will  induce  the  Mexican  Government  to 
engage  in  the  active  investigation  of  all  the  grounds 
of  complaint  .pressed  upon  them  for  many  years 
past.  They  fully  concur  with  the  President,  that 
ample  cause  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own 
hands,  and  believe  that  we  should  be  justified  in  the 
opinion  of  other  nations  for  taking  such  a  step.  But 
they  are  willing  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  de- 
mand, made  in  the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Mexican  Government,  before  any  further 
proceedings  are  adopted.  It  is  their  opinion  that  a 
diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade  should 
be  appointed  to  bear  this  last  appeal,  whose  ranlc 
would  indicate  at  once  the  importance  of  his  mission, 
andthe  respect  in  which  the  Government  to  which 
he  is  accredited  is  held ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
causeless  ill  feeling  which  appears  to  prevail  in  Mexi- 
co towards  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  will  continue  as  long  as  possible  to 
treat  with  respect  their  ancient  though  now  es- 
tranged friend.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  re- 
spectfully submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag,  and  injuries  committed  upon  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens,  by  oflScers 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  the  refusal  or  neg- 
lect of  that  Government  to  make  suitable  atonement, 
would  justify  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in 
taking  measures  to  obtain  immediate  redress  by  the 
exercise  of  its  own  power. 

Resolved,  That,  aa  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity  which  it  is  due 
to  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  respect- 
fully requested  to  make  another  solemn  demand,  in 


the  most  impressive  form,  upon  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  grievances  which  have 
heretofore  been  ineffectually  presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  having  been  read, 
The  consideration  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  day. 

The  Distribution  Question — Deposit  with  the 
States. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
caHing  the  attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  with  the  subject  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  generally, 
which  he  thought  were  either  unknowfi  to 
many  honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had 
not  received  that  attention  which,  from  their 
extraordinary  nature,  they  were  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  representatives  of  the  people 
and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interests. 

The  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government  had  been  doubled  in  amount 
within  a  few  years  past  had  been  noticed  here- 
tofore. I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another  most 
improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
appropriation  and  expenditure  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  given  their  sanction  to  appropriations, 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not 
made  some  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  this 
amount.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  bills 
reported  by  the  standing  committees  of  the 
Plouse,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty- 
five  millions — an  amount  but  little  short  of  the 
appropriations  to  the  same  objects  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Do  the  members  of 
this  House  know  what  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  remains  unexpended  ? 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  told  us  that  the  present 
bill  appropriates  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  fortifications ;  and  that,  he  contends, 
ought  to  be  voted,  because  it  does  not  exceed 
the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to  the 
same  objects.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not 
exceed  the  amount  usually  appropriated,  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  omitted  to  inform 
us  that  there  was,  on  the  1st  of  January,  a 
balance  of  upwards  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects, 
besides  between  two  and  three  hundred  thou- 
sand in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  yet 
unexpended.  He  has  neglected  to  inform  us 
that,  in  fact,  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollai-s  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  to  forti- 
fications remain  to  be  expended  during  the 
present  year ;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
work  upon  the  fortifications  has  not  been  per- 
sisted in  to  any  great  extent  during  the  winter. 
Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
during  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  apply 
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double  that  amount.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
present  high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  any- 
thing in  the  great  demand  for  laborers  of  all 
kinds,  or  is  there  any  thing  in  the  present  pros- 
pect of  peace  with  all  nations,  which  calls  tor 
this  unusual  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions ?  Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too 
rapidly  to  admit  of  solid  constructions  ?  But, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  do  not  attach  much  import- 
ance to  this  view  of  the  subject.  Not  only 
double,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the  amount 
of  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
Government,  if  it  is  found  necessary  in  order 
to  increase  appropriations — if  we  shall,  by  our 
imprudent  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the 
Executive,  encourage  a  race  between  appropri- 
ations and  disbursements — if  the  appropriations 
are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  as  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be 
found  willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this 
shall  be  the  measure  of  our  appropriations,  we 
need  not  care  how  large  they  are,  they  will  he 
expended. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng,  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,) 
in  relation  to  excess  of  appropriations  in  the 
Treasury,  said  he  had  only  to  remark  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  deception  in  relation  to 
those  appropriations ;  because,  although  the 
money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  cases  the 
works  for  which  it  was  appropriated  were 
already  under  contract.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  at  one  time  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  They, 
knowing  that  there  were  large  amounts  of 
money  on  hand  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries 
at  the  proper  departments,  and  ascertained 
that,  although  there  was  a  surplus  on  hand 
at  present,  yet  the  probability  was  that  the 
appropriations  would  fall  short  during  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

Mr.  0.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report 
from  the  engineer  department,  showing  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  re- 
quired, which  showed  that  all  the  appropria- 
tions proposed  in  the  bill  would  be  needed 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, on  the. ground  of  its  recognizing  a  system 
of  permanent  distribution,  from  which  he  (Mr. 
W.)  could  see  no  possible  evil  that  could  result. 
Mr.  Gaeland,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having 
voted  for  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  intending  to  vote  against  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he 
felt  it  due  to  himself  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  vote  as  he  now  intended 
to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  for  the 
vote  which  he  gave  for  the  deposit  act  of  the 
la,st  session ;  he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  was  right  and 
proper ;  such  a  one  as,  under  like  circumstances, 
he  would  give  again.  When  the  deposit  act 
passed,  there  was  a  large  actually  existing  sur- 


plus in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  rea- 
sonable data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  close 
of  the  year,  amount  to  about  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  which  had  since  been  ascertained 
to  be  forty-two  millions.     Upon  every  reason- 
able basis  of  estimate,  the  accruing  revenue 
down  to  the  year  1842,  would  be  equal  to,  and 
perhaps  more  than,  what  ought  to  be  the  actnal 
wants  and  expenditures  of  the  Government. 
In  this  state  of  things,  this  immense  amount  of 
revenue  would,  without  some  disposition  of  it 
remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Government,  or  be  employed  by  the  deposit 
banks  for  their  individual  profit.     He  said  he 
need  not  say  that  he  thought  it  too  dangerous 
to  permit  such  an  immense  amount  of  unappro- 
priated money  to  remain  for  so  long  a  time  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  unemployed  for 
any  public  purpose ;    that  he  would  not  trust 
this  Government  with  such  immense  means  of 
patronage  and  corruption,  be  it  administered 
by  whom  it  might.     There  is  nothing  so  dan- 
gerous in  its  employment,  or  corrupting  in  its 
use,  as  money ;    and  he  did  not  regard  any 
Government  so  inflexible  in  its  virtue,  or  so  far 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  as  to  trust  it 
unnecessarily  with  means  of  so  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  temptation. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  when  he  voted  for  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  it  as 
being,  what  it  professed  to  be,  a  mere  deposit 
act,  and  not  a  distribution  act  in  disguise,  as  it 
had  been  frequently  characterized ;  nor  did  he 
intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system ;  for  if  the  deposit  principle  is  to  be 
adopted  as  a  system,  he  would  prefer  the  con- 
stitutional principle  proposed  by  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  more  just  and 
more  equal  in  its  operation.  He  said  that  he 
was  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  distri- 
bution principle ;  it  was  corrupting  in  its  ope- 
rations and  dangerous  in  its  tendencies. 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  he  no 
doubt  that,  under  our  indirect  and  insidious 
system  of  taxation,  the  State  Governments 
would  ultimately  look  to  this  Government  for 
the  means  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
and  sustaining  their  domestic  institutions ;  that 
they  would  make  diligent  and  active  search  for 
every  possible  subject  of  expenditure,  until, 
finally,  the  people  and  the  State  Governments 
would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  their  accus- 
tomed vigilance,  and  make  no  eifort  to  arrest 
its  march  to  consolidation,  and,  finally,  be  in-, 
gulfed  in  its  corrupting  influence.  The  demands 
of  the  States  would  be  met  by  corresponding 
taxation  here,  and  a  surplus  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  this  sys- 
tem, as  many  distinguished  gentlemen  had  here- 
tofore regarded  it,  the  most  dangerous  and 
corrupting  which  could  be  incorporated  into 
our  legislation. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  true  remedy  was  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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emment  to  the  most  economical  expenditure ; 
economy  and  simplicity  being  essential  to  puri- 
ty, and  purity  to  the  maintenance  of  republican 
institutions.  He  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  must 
come  to  it ;  we  must  reduce  the  expenditures 
of  this  Government  and  the  taxes  of  the  people ; 
this  they  will  compel  you  to  do,  if  they  prop- 
erly regard  their  rights  and  their  liberties. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  another  strong  objection 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.) 
It  was,  in  effect,  a  deposit  law,  sought  to  he 
ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appropriation  bill ; 
embracing  subjects  totally  distinct  and  dis- 
similar* in  their  characters ;  upon  the  same 
principle,  a  tariff  or  any  other  incongruous  law 
might  be  ingrafted  upon  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  produce  the  greatest  confusion  upon  the 
statute  book.  He  thought  that  there  ought  to 
he  the  greatest  possible  system  and  congruity 
attainable  in  the  framing  of  our  laws.  If  he 
were  otherwise  favorable  to  the  amendment, 
he  would  ilot  vote  for  its  adoption  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Hndbewood  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  because 
the  object  of  it  was  to  send  the  money  back  to 
the  people,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  the  vaults 
of  the  deposit  banks,  to  enrich  their  stock- 
holders, and  add  to  the  salary  of  their  agent  at 
Washington.  He  went  on  to  point  out  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  deposit  banks, 
especially  in  the  State  of  New  York,  within 
the  last  year,  and  contended  those  banks  were 
selected,  and  favored,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
administration  in  carrying  out  its  political 
views.  He  then  contrasted  the  amount  of 
public  money  on  deposit  in  the  banks  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and 
Michigan,  and  attributed  this  difference  more 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  those  banks  paid  a 
contribution  to  an  agent  at  Washington,  and 
sonie  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else ;  and  in- 
variably, said  he,  those  banks  who  pay  a  good 
sum  to  an  agent  get  the  largest  amount  of 
deposit.  He  feared  there  was  some  improper 
influence  at  work  in  the  selection  of  these 
banks,  and  therefore  he  wished  the  source  of 
corruption  to  be  removed ;  and  he  considered 
this  proposition  as  the  best  means  of  removing 
it. 

Mr.  Manjj  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  the  deposit  should 
bo  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  representation 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  M.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ? 
Or  had  the  gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appro- 
priated under  that  proposition?  And  could 
they  adopt  it  witliout  that?  The  gentleman 
should  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honor- 
able Senator — introduced  it  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session;  for  this  amendment  and  that 
bill  were  identical.    If,  however,  it  should  be 


adopted,  Mr.  M.  had  prepared  his  amendment 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  greatest 
constitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government — in- 
directly done,  to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  griev- 
ous. By  the  distribution  law — for  he  would 
call  it  by  its  right  name,  it  was  ''  distribution," 
though  a  mental  reservation  had  been  made  by 
the  use  of  the  word  "deposit " — the  people 
of  the  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the 
interest  of  those  of  the  small  States.  He  was 
opposed  to  distribution  in  any  way  whatever ; 
and,  even  if  his  amendment  should  be  incor- 
porated in  the  provision  under  consideration, 
it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  objections, 
though  it  would  render  it  less  unjust  in  its 
operation.  He  expressed  his  surprise  at  such 
a  measure  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did. 
What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State- 
right  doctrines  ?  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution  ?  Was  it  the 
design  to  continue  the  present  oppressive  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
large  amounts  of  money'  from  the  people,  to 
distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous 
expenses  of  collection  ?  He  entered  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  whole  principle. 

Mr.  GiDBOir  Lee  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rarely 
give  reasons  for  my  vote.  I  shall,  however, 
vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the  ground  I 
voted  against  the  distribution  law  of  June ;  it 
is  the  same  thing ;  my  views  are  unchanged. 
I  vote  against  it,  because  it  leads  to  the  collec- 
tion of  money  which  the  owners  had  better 
keep  than  the  Government ;  because  it  levies 
money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitution 
does  not  warrant ;  because  it  corrupts  our  elec- 
tion ;  because  members  of  Congress  will  be 
chosen  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw  from  the 
federal  coffers,  and  plant  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts— I  know  the  fact,  that  electioneering  on 
this  principle  is  now  in  process ;  because  I  be- 
lieve that,  sooner  or  later,  the  inevitable  effect 
will  be  to  vote  as  little  as  possible  for  federal 
purposes :  to  withhold  from  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  necessary 
appropriations,  and,  finally,  render  the  Federal 
Government  a  mere  rope  of  sand. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  could  see 
no  reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and 
proper  at  the  last  session,  it  is  not  so  now, 
except  that  the  Executive  has  since  openly 
taken  ground  against  it — a  very  sufficient  reason 
to  some  gentlemen.  He  was  sure  that  it  was 
not  so  with  his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gar- 
land.) If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  last  year,  what  reason  is 
there  to  require  more  now?  If  there  is  no 
surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution.  Mr.  T. 
said  that  of  all  humbuggery,  in  this  age  of 
humbugs,  the  greatest  was  that  this  measure 
would  corrupt  the  States.  What  do  gentlemen 
mean  when  they  talk  of  corrupting  that  incor- 
poreal thing,  a  State?     They  must  mean,  if 
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indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  corrupt 
the  people  I  This  money  is  returned  to  the 
States,  who  have  an  unrestricted  control  of  it. 
Has  any  one  ever  broached  the  idea  of  the 
States  corrupting  their  own  people?  How 
corrupt  them?  By  appropriating  this  money 
to  the  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education  ?  Would  that  more  of  the 
States  were  thus  corrupted.  The  distribution 
must  be  equal,  and  fixed  by  positive  law.  There 
will  be  no  discretion — no  power  of  discrimina- 
tion— ^no  power  of  granting  favors.  Where 
that  is  the  case,  there  can  be  no  power  of 
patronage.  The  money  must  be  distributed,  or 
left  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Secretary,  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  Ceaet  was  opposed  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,) 
and  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Mann.)  On  no  account  could 
he  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  distribution  of  the 
surplus,  on  the  basis  advocated  by  either  of 
those  gentlemen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session, 
called  a  deposit  bill,  but  in  fact  a  bill  of  distri- 
bution, was  a  bill  of  abominations.  It  distrib- 
uted the  public  money  unequally,  unjustly. 
That  money  had  been  collected  from  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  paid 
into  the  Treasury  by  them,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  representations  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  nor  in 
the  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
in  the  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  alto- 
gether at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been 
drawn  from  the  people  of  the  old  States  and 
the  new,  and  not  of  the  States  only,  but  also 
of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion  to  their 
population  at  the  present  time.  To  distribute 
it,  you  went  back  to  the  census,  taken  six  years 
ago ;  thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States  which  you  had  taken  from  the  people 
of  the  ,  new  States.  By  that  act,  the  people 
whom  he  had  to  represent  were  deprived  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon 
that  floor ;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in 
the  national  councils.  You  propose  now  to  re- 
enact  the  same  scene  of  injustice.  He  could 
not  consent  to  it.  If  there  was  to  be  another 
distribution,  there  should  be  another  census, 
and  that  census  should  form  the  basis  of  the 
distribution.  In  that  way  alone  the  surplus  in 
your  Treasury  would  be  returned  to  those  who 
had  paid  it  there.  In  that  way  alone  could 
justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own  State, 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

Mr.  KoBEiiTSON'  was,  in  general,  much  op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  appro- 
priation bill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the 
proper  committee,  particularly  such  as  intro- 
duced matters  unconnected  with  the  main 
objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  legislation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  question- 
able or  improper  principle,  or  reject  appropria- 
tions essential  to  the  public  service.  But,  in 
the  present  instance,  he  should  overcome  his 


repugnance,  and  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentletnan  from  Tennessee,  Qb. 
Bell.)  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  involved 
a  very  important  principle ;  but  it  had  under- 
gone a  full  discussion ;  indeed,  it  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  country  for  years  past,  and 
had  received  the  deliberate  consideration  and 
sanction  of  Congress  at  the  last  session.  He 
presumed,  therefore,  thdt  every  gentleman  was 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  BotTLDiN  said :  To  reduce  the  income  to 
the  wants  of  Government,  and  to  reduce  the 
tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strongly  re- 
commended by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cut 
down  in  some  degree.  It  was,  however,  then 
thought  entirely  too  late  in  the  session,  and  it 
was  universally  said  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  session,  we  should  commence  the  work 
of  reduction  of  the  tariff  and  of  the  revenue. 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  session. 
Mr.  B.  had  strong  hopes  and  some  fears  on  the 
subject,  but  voted  to  lay  his  colleague's  resolu- 
tion (Mr.  Meeceb's)  on  the  table.  This  resolu- 
tion sought  to  relinquish,  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  all  claim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  know  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
had  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  or  on  reduc- 
tion generally  of  the  revenue.  The  very  able 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  chairman  of  which  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be  pro- 
fessedly, and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be 
sincerely,  opposed  to  the  protecting-dnty  sys- 
tem, seemed  to  brighten  the  prospect  for  reduc- 
tion, which  was  cheering  to  Mr.  B.  and  to  the 
country. 

But  now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  again  at 
the  very  crumbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  an- 
other session,  and  nothing  is  done.  As  to  the 
report  of  the  Senate,  it  promised  little  or 
nothing ;  what  it  would  perform  of  that  little 
he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  money 
stay  here,  and  the  deposit  bill  as  it  was  when 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  finally  passed— a 
sad  alternative — Mr.  B.  was  in  doubt.  Mr.  B. 
has  none  now ;  with  his  loss  of  hope  of  reduc- 
ing the  tariff  and  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
economy  in  the  administration  of  our  affairs,  his 
doubts  have  vanished.  It  is  true  that  the 
present  Executive  has  recommended  it,  and  the 
President  elect  has  already,  when  questioned, 
declared  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect.  Still 
(said  Mr.  B.)  my  hopes  are  gone.  When  I  see 
the  system  of  partly  selling,  but  principally 
giving  away,  the  public  lands,  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  tariff  system — protective  system ; 
and  when  I  know  that  these  are  the  only  means 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  revenue  on  the 
imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despair.  They  are  the  arbiters  of 
our  fate,  and  they  are  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  agreed  to  take  care  of  those  two  sys- 
tems, whatever  may  become  of  us.  Sir,  (re- 
peated he,)  I  despair.  The  Executive  can  do 
nothing  for  us,  let  him  try  ever  so  hard. 
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This  system  of  one-tenth  part  selling,  and 
the  other  nine  parts  giving  the  public  lands, 
has  a  force  and  operation,  in  it  that  has  wholly 
escaped  -me  heretofore.  I  know  that,  last 
session,  there  was  something  about  the  business 
that  I  could  not  see  through.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vision  in  me,  or  whether  the  whole 
subject  was  a  muddy  stream,  impenetrable  to 
the  human  eye,  I  did  not  know.  But,  though 
muddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  the 
mountain  limestone  water — the  pure  limpid 
fountain,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  is  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  me.  No, 
sir,  I  can  now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten 
feet  water.  I  now  see  we  shall  not  get  the 
tariff  down,  we  shall  not  materially  reduce  the 
revenue.  I  am  willing  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  let  the 
compromise  part  of  the  tariff  stand.  I  am 
willing  to  take  off  all  the  impost  duties ;  I  am 
willing  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  I 
am  willing  all  or  any  part  of  these  things  to 
bring  down  the  revenue,  but  come  down  it 
must  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  the 
rules,  and  set  out  this  minute  and  spend  all  the 
balance  of  the  time  we  have  in  doing  it  in  a 
manner  the  best  for  all  concerned.  But  it  must 
come  down,  and  that  immediately,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part,  or  all,  back 
to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will  send 
what  I  can  get.  I  will  put  it  into  the  right 
pockets  in  every  instance,  if  I  can ;  I  will  come 
as  near  as  I  can. 

Mr.  B.  said  ho  knew  it  was  unconstitutional 
thus  to  take  it  from  the  people  in  this  way, 
and  would  be  so  to  do  the  like  again,  and  so  it 
would  be  to  keep  it ;  and  so  long  as  we  thus 
continue  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give  back ; 
and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unconditionally,  I  will 
lend  it,  deposit  it.  Strange  thing,  this — take 
the  people's  money  away  from  them,  and  then 
lend  it  to  them.  But  if  I  can  do  no  better,  I 
must  do  that. 

Mr.  Lane  said :  The  proposition  now  to  be 
determined,  and  the  only  one  in  order  for 
debate,  is  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue 
among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  in  this  branch  of  Congress — to 
distribute,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  because  no  one  be- 
lieved a  cent  of  it  will  ever  be  called  for,  or 
returned  by  the  States. 

The  money  proposed  to  be  divided  has  been 
collected,  not  from  the  old  States,  not  agree- 
ably to  the  representation  in  this  House,  but 
from  the  whole  people ;  and,  whether  regarded 
as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  or 
upon  duties  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
according  to  population,  not  representation,  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  land 
and  the  consumption  of  imported  articles. 
That  if  any  disproportion  in  the  collection  of 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  returjied  to  the 
people  exists,  it  is  because  the  people  of  the 
new  States  have  purchased  more  of  the  public 
lands  than  those  of  the  old. 

Sir,  what  has  produced  such  an  extraordinary 
change  in  the  opinions  of  honorable  members  ? 


A  few  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the  land  bill, 
originating  with  a  distinguished  Senator  in 
another  part  of  this  House.  It  passed  the 
Senate  and  this  House  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  each 
of  the  new  States  in  which  the  public  lands 
were  located  received  large  donations  of  land, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  within  the  State;  and 
the  balance  was  divided  equally  among  the 
States,  based  upon  the  census  of  1830,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposition.  This 
was  intended  to  make  up  in  some  degree  for 
the  increased  and  increasing  population  of  the 
new  over  the  old  States. 

In  this  there  was  something  generous,  mag- 
nanimous, on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  towards  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
compared  with  the  present  proposition.  The 
same  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  were  the 
advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advocates 
of  this  proposition.  Are  honorable  gentlemen 
prepared  to  give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for 
such  a  sudden  change  having  passed  over  the 
vision  of  their  political  dreams  ?  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  eleo- 
'  tions  of  an  important  character  ?  Surely  not ; 
no  gentleman  will  admit  this,  though  any  one 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  other  reason  for 
such  a  change. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  TJndeewood)  had,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, given  the  committee  his  reasons  for 
supporting  the  proposition :  that  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  deposit  banks  increased  the 
executive  infiuence  of  the  General  Government ; 
that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deposited,  but 
used  for  political  purposes  to  infiuence  public 
opinion ;  that  his  honorable  friend  desired  its 
removal  from  the  pet  banks,  (as  he  is  pleased  to 
call  them,)  because  these  banks,  or  those  who 
rnanage  them,  are  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  use  the  money  for  their  own  benefit. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  was  equally  desirous  for  the 
removal  of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the 
possession  and  control  of  the  banks,  because 
they  are,  so  far  as  his  part  of  the  country  is 
concerned,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  all  those  who  sustain  it ;  that 
they  use  the  power  that  the  public  deposits  give 
them  for  political  purposes,  and  not  for  the 
public  good ;  not  to  acconunodate  the  people, 
whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  favored  few;  in  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  the  people  with  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  States 
of  this  Union  are  incorruptible,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  gentleman  inform  the  committee 
who  it  is  he  apprehends  would  be  corrupted  by 
the  Executive  of  the  Federal  Government.  To 
conclude,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  too  much  confi-, 
dence  in  the  justice  of  the  members  of  the 
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committee  to  suppose  they  would  for  a  moment 
entertain  such  a  proposition.  He  would,  there- 
fore, not  detain  the  committee  at  so  late  an 
hour. 

Mr.  Cambebleng  obtained  the  floor,  and  said 
lie  would  willingly  waive  all  opportunity  to 
speak,  but  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  com- 
mittee to  take  the  question. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mann  was  then  re- 
jected, without  a  division. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell 
was  taken  by  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to — 
yeas  71,  nays  75. 


Satubdat,  February  25. 
United  States  Bank. 

Mr.  Galbeaith,  from  the  Select  Committee 
upon  the  subject  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
reported  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Jiesohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  until  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  have  been  returned 
since  the  3d  day  of  March  last,  redeemed  from  the 
funds  of  the  said  bank,  shall  cease  to  be  reissued  by 
its  ofScers,  directors,  trustee  or  trustees,  and  until 
the  amount  due  to  the  Government  from  said  bank 
shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  notes  of  said  bank,  and  the  notes 
of  any  bank  to  which  its  funds  and  estate  may  be 
transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  and 
discharge  of  its  obligations,  shall  not  be  received  in 
payment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  deposit  in 
any  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub- 
he  money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  here- 
by directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  this  provision  into  effect. 

Distribution  Question — Deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  Bell  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
offered  last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows :  That 
the  money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1838 
reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars^ 
should  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  sections 
of  the  "act  to  regulate  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys,"  approved  23d  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  Geaves  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Eetnolds,  of  Illinois,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  proposition  standing  pre-eminently  above 
the  necessity  of  argument  to  sustain  it,  I  will 
consider  some  of  the  objections  which  are 
urged  against  it.  It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
this  House  to  consider  arguments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole. 
Although  these  arguments  were  used  with  no 
powerful  effect  in  the  committee  last  night,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  iiis 
House.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many 
other  rules,  positively  against  common  sense, 
and  against  the  advancement  of  the  public 
business.    The  members  composing  the  Com- 


mittee of  the  "Whole  are  the  same  who  consti- 
tute this  House,  have  the  same  faculties  and 
reasoning  powers  in  one  case  as  in  the  other 
and,  I  presume,  have  the  same  sentiments  con- 
cerning this  proposition  in  this  House  at  this 
time  as  they  expressed  last  night  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole ;    yet  we  cannot  combat 
these  arguments  here,  and  show  their  fallacy. 
The  general    and  commonplace  objection  is 
that  there  will  be  no  surplus  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  to  distribute.     This  argument  -was 
suggested  to  me  by  my  friends  who  sit  near 
me  before  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the 
Chair.     It  is  to  my  mind  an  objection  that  is 
not  even  blessed  with  a  relationship  to  good 
sense.     It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world,  without  a 
godfather.     Most  objections,  even  if  they  are 
without  foundation,  can  employ  some  sort  of 
arguments  to  sustain  them  ;  hut  it  is  not  the 
case  with  the  one  before  us.     Even  the  simplest 
statement  of  the  case  ought  to  put  it  to  rest 
forever ;    that,  if  no  surplus,  no  distribution. 
If  there  is  no  sui-plus  revenue,  the  act  of  Con' 
gross  will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statute 
books,  and  will  be,  in  that  respect,  similar  to  a 
thousand  other  inoperative  paragraphs  in  these 
books.     I  cannot  see  why  a  provision  cannot 
be  enacted,  to  be  perpetual,  and  lasting  forever, 
in  relation  to  this  policy.     If  it  be  right  in  one 
year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any  other 
and  at  all  other  times.    It  woiid  be  a  singular 
provision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to 
let  the  surplus  water  off  his  mill-dam  for  one 
year  alone,  and  let  the  accumulation  of  water 
at  other  times  break  his  dam.     This  may  be 
considered  a  very  humble  comparison ;  hut  it 
is   one  known  to  everybody,  and  is,  in  my 
opinion,  applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House. 
Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  urged  against 
this  measure  is,  that  the  proposition  is  not  at- 
tached to  its  "  yokefellow ;"  the  amendment  is, 
not  made  to  a  proper  and  appropriate  bill.    I 
would  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  members, 
who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much  with  their 
attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singular 
time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  session,  to 
make  this  objection.     If  we  had  time  to  devote 
to  etiquette,  and  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then 
the   argument  might   be    considered.     These 
secundum  artem  gentlemen  inust  have  more 
time  than  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  objec- 
tions with  any  hopes  of  success.     I  am  not  at  all 
acquainted  with  nice  dandyism ;  but  I  am  told, 
by  their  rules  and  regulations,  a  person  is  the 
most  genteel  to  weal-  a  suit  of  clothes  all  of  the 
same  color ;  yet  I  see  around  me  gentlemen 
clad  in  different  colors,  and  still  appear  to  a 
groat  advantage.     So  it  will  be  with  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  before  the  House.     The  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  will  both  find  it  and 
execute  it,  if  we  pass  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is 
improper,  and  even  some  say  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional, to  raise  a  surplus  fund  for  distribution. 
It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  collect  money 
and  distribute  it  to  the  people  again.    I  have 
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no  hesitation  in  saying  tliat  such  an  idea  never 
once  entered  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution.  It  would  he  not  only  unwise,  hut 
absurd,  to  suppose  the  people  would  permit 
such  an  idle  ceremony  to  go  on,  without  either 
honor  or  profit  to  themselves.  This  proposi- 
tion does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Congress 
to  raise  a  revenue  to  distribute  it.  It  only  pro- 
vides, if  there  exist  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  then,  and  in  that 
eventj  to  distribute  it  among  the  States  in  the 
proportion  mentioned  in  the  amendment.  Such 
surplus  existing  in  the  Treasury,  is  a  misfor- 
tune ;  hut  it  is  one  from  which  we  can  be  re- 
lieved with  the  greatest  ease.  In  Governments, 
as  in  other  things,  we  cannot  expect  perfec- 
tion. The  object  of  Government,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  to  raise  a  revenue  proportionate  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government ;  but  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
pass of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to 
make  the  revenue  correspond  with  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government.  The  means  by 
which  we  raise  our  revenue  are  such  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  make  the  one  equal  to  the 
other  on  all  occasions.  When  we  have  not 
enough  revenue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the 
deficit.  When  we  have  too  much,  why  not 
send  it  back  to  the  people  in  their  State  Legis- 
latures ? 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every 
proposition  to  reduce  the  tariff  duties,  and  to 
abridge  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  such 
manner  as  for  the  revenue  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress  has  the 
power  to  remodel  what  is  called  "  the  compro- 
mise act."  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  should 
be  confined  to  actual  settlers,  and  that  at  re- 
duced ,  prices,  for  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  a  number  of  years.  If  this  course 
had  been  pursued,  and  the  proper  reductions 
made,  we  would  have  had  no  trouble  on  the 
subject  of  the  surplus  revenue.  I  make  no 
charges  against  the  chairman  of  the  committees 
having  these  subjects  in  their  charge,  of  neg- 
lecting their  duties ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  both 
the  subjects  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  and 
the  reduction  of  the  tariff  duties  might  not  have 
been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  with- 
out speeches. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  dan- 
gerous neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  influence. 
It  is  like  Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentle- 
men who  contend  against  this  amendment  say 
that  this  money  will  corrupt  and  injure  the 
people  and  their  State  Legislatures  by  distribu- 
ting it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of 
the  argument  that  induces  them  to  arrive  at 
thi3_  conclusion.  It  may  impose  on  the  State 
Legislatures  more  business  and  responsibilities 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  hut  it  cannot 
have  ft  necessary  tendency  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  proposition  he  rejected,  and  the  money 


osited  in  the  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the 
cdhsequences  ?  There  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
more  danger  of  corruption  in  the  latter  case 
than  in  the  former.  These  hanks  are  private 
corporations,  and  responsible  to  nobody,  further 
than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents. 
They  have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the 
best  advantage  to  make  money,  and  to  retain 
the  money  that  may  be  deposited  with  them. 
They  are  sharp  and  shaving  and  skinning  in 
their  operations,  and  wiU  move  in  very  acute 
angles  to  make  money. 

Evening  Session. 

The  House  met  at  half-past  four  o'clock. 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bell,  and 
which  was  under  discussion  when  the  House 
took  a  recess.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mkecee,  been 
read, 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  114,  nays 
92. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  States  "  the  following :  "  in  proportion  to  the 
ratio  of  the  representation  of  such  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  M.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering 
this  amendment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than 
the  vote  of  the  House  besides  the  principle  con- 
tained in  it,  which  presented  the  question 
whether  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to  or 
not. 

Mr.  Yell  said :  I  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  because  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  hill,  if  passed,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  President,  (and  I  trust  that  it  never  will 
receive  the  countenance  of  that  distinguished 
man  and  illustrious  statesman,)  will  at  once  es- 
tablish a  system  demoralizing  and  corrupting  in 
its  influences,  and  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  them  de- 
pendent suppliants  on  the  General  Government. 
The  power  and  patronage  of  this  Government 
should  not  thus  he  perverted  for  the  base  purpose 
of  degrading  and  withering  the  independence  of 
the  States ;  that  glorious  independence,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gentlemen  may 
who  come  from  particular  sections  of  the  Union 
— sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  prin- 
ciples—must be  the  last  bulwark  of  liberty. 
But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  on  other 
and  not  less  tangible  grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  in 
this  plan  of  distribution,  what  every  enlighten- 
ed mind  can  readUy  discover,  a  deep  and  a 
matured  plan,  conceived  and  nurtured  by  the 
high  tariff  party,  to  continue  and  consolidate 
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their  odious  scheme  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
And,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  now  advo- 
cated, and  probably  will  receive  the  votes  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
once  the  uncompromising  opponents  of  the. 
tariff  principle,  but  who  now  are  ready  to  fall 
at  the  foot  of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  princi- 
ples and  professions  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
their  State  treasuries  at  the  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple— ^by  recognizing  and  establishing  a  system 
of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  unconstitution- 
al. And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
young  and  vigorous  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to 
such  heresies  and  denationalizing  dogmas.  The 
man  who  expects  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  the 
people  of  Arkansas  knows  but  little  of  their 
character ;  or,  knowing  it,  would  basely  misrep- 
resent them,  and  bow  at  the  temple  of  Mam- 
mon. 

This  measure  of  distribution,  since  it  has 
been  a  hobby  horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on, 
has  presented  an  anomalous  spectacle.  The 
time  yet  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  Congress, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  South  and 
the  West  were  daily  found  arraying  themselves 
against  every  species  of  unneoessai-y  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
and  all  tariif  systems  which  would  yield  a  rev- 
enue beyond  the  actual  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Government.  Such  was  their  language  but 
a  few  weeks  or  months  ago ;  and,  in  proclaim- 
ing it,  they  struggled  hard  to  excel  each  other 
in  zeal  and  violence.  And  now,  sir,  what  is 
the  spectacle  we  behold  ?  A  system  of  distri- 
bution, another  and  a  specious  name  for  a  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  has  been  started ;  the  hounds 
are  in  full  cry;  and  the  same  honorable  an,d 
patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  it 
the  watchword  of  "  put  money  in  thy  purse  ; 
ay,  put  money  in  thy  purse,"  vote  for  the  dis- 
tribution or  bribery  measure,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  entail  on  this  country  a  system  of 
taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no  par- 
allel since  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny 
tax — two  frightful  measures  of  discord,  which 
roused  enfeebled  colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led 
to  the  foundation  of  this  mighty  republic.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr.  Speakei-,  that  this  proposed 
distribution  is  only  for  momentary  duration ; 
that  it  is  necessary  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a 
redundant  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be 
discontinued!  Indeed,  sir!  "What  evidence 
have  we  of  the  fact  ?  "What  evidence  do  we 
require  to  disprove  the  assertion  ?  This  scheme 
was  commenced  the  last  session;  it  has  been  in- 
troduced to  this ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as 
the  high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  p«ople 
with  a  siren  lullaby,  and  cheat  them  out  of 
their  rights  by  dazzling  the  vision  with  gold, 
and  deluding  the  fancy  by  the  attributes  of  so- 
phistry. Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  baleful 
system  of  distribution  be  not  nipped  in  the  hud, 
it  will  betray  the  people  into  submission  by  a 


species  of  taxation  which  no  nation  on  earth 
should  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any 
man's  sensibility ;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to 
speak  plainly  and  with  candor,  and  I  trust  no 
one  will  deem  me  discourteous  if  I  frankly  re- 
mark that  the  conduct  of  certain  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  equivocal,  and  has  almost 
tempted  me  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses.  Are  they  sincere  and  disinterested? 
It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  them ;  but  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  they  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
their  acts  a  degree  of  insincerity,  if  their  former 
professions  can  be  relied  on ;  for,  though  once 
loudly  clamorous  against  the  tariff,  they  are 
now  found  engaged,  by  means  not  decidedly  in- 
direct, opposing  any  measure  that  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  reduce  taxation.  They  assail  the  land 
bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  some 
$15,000,000  or  $20,000,000 ;  and  show  most 
clearly  and  conclusively,  by  their  votes,  that 
they  will  not  go  for  those  measures  of  reduction 
for  which  the  South  has  so  long  contended. 
Their  only  object  now  appears  to  be  the  crea- 
tion of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  miserable 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accumulation 
and  distribution  presents  to  the  world  a  spec- 
tacle equally  to  be  deplored  and  ridiculed.  To 
combat  it  with  argument  would  be  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  and  the  country  in  discussing 
an  absurdity.  The  whole  system  is  not  only' 
wrong,  but  it  is  contemptible.  "What  is  it,  sir? 
Ay,  sir,  what  is  it  ?  It  is  a  scheme  to  tax  the 
South  and  "West,  to  protect  the  manufactures 
of  the  North — of  Few  England — that  section 
of  the  country  which  is  now  engaged  in  gener- 
ating agitation  and  strife,  for  the  openly-avow- 
ed purpose  of  sapping  the  institutions  of  every 
State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  ren- 
dering them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the 
servile  hacks  and  serfs  of  New  England.  It  is 
a  scheme  to  tax  you  and  me,  sir,  and  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  if  jou  please,  by  the  way  of 
analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the 
hand  of  oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets. 
The  scheme,  sir,  to  say  nothing  of  its  injustice, 
is  contemptible ;  it  is  unworthy  of  the  enlight- 
ened age  in  which  we  live ;  it  sets  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy  at  defiance,  laughs 
Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn  ;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the  world 
ever  before  regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  peo- 
ple's taxing  themselves  to  the  tune  of  millions, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  surplusage  back 
again,  at  a  discount  of  ninety  per  centum ;  tak- 
ing from  the  citizen  a  dollar,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  ten  cents  ?  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  if 
they  are  prepared  to  oppose  a  proposition  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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ernment,  by  reducing  the  tariff  on  imports ;  or 
by  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were  cer- 
tain that  the  surplus  was  to  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury. I  am  satisfied  that  no  gentlemen  would 
vote  for  a  system  which  would  tend  to  fill  the 
Treasury,  without  a  certainty  of  their  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  plunder;  and  yet  we  find  those 
very  men,  by  their  votes,  filling  your  public 
coffers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their 
portion  of  the  spoils.  * 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  Y.,)  I  enter  my  protest 
against  a  system  of  bargain  and  corruption, 
which  is  to  be  executed  by  parties  of  different 
political  complexions,  for  the  pui-pose  of  dividing 
the  spoils  which  they  have  plundered  from  the 
people.  If  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are  to 
be  continued  for  the  benefit  of  the  speculators 
who  go  to  the  "West  in  multitudes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  legally  stealing  the  lands  and  improve- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  new  States,  I  hope 
my  constituents  may  know  who  it  is  that  thus 
imposes  upon  them  a  system  of  legalized  fraud 
and  oppression.  If,  sir,  my  constituents  are  to 
be  sacrificed  by  tlie  maintenance  of  a  system 
of  persecution,  got  up  and  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  others  to  their 
ruin,  I  wish  them  to  know  who  is  the  author 
of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned,  that, 
if  ever  this  branch  of  the  Government  is  bent 
on  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  there  is  yet 
one  ordeal  for  it  to  pass,  where  it  may  be  shorn 
of  its  baneful  aspect.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
trust  in  God  that,  in  its  passage  through  that 
ordeal,  it  will  find  a  quietus. 

Mr.  Boon  said  that  if  the  proposition  then 
under  consideration,  to  distribute  any  portion 
of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  that 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  should  become  a  law,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Mann)  would  be 
rejected  by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a 
more  unjust  proposition  towards  the  new  States 
could  not  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  man 
than  the  one  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York ;  and,  more  especially,  the 
State  which  Mr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  if  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
(if  any  there  be)  shall  be  made  upon  the  basis 
of  representation  in  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives,  manifest  injustice  would  be  done  to  all 
the  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1880,  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana is  entitled  to  seven  Representatives  upon 
this  floor ;  whereas,  at  this  time,  from  the  in- 
crease of  population  since  the  year  1830,  Indi- 
ana would  be  entitled  to  at  least  twelve,  if  not 
thirteen,  Representatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  sev- 
eral States  ;  whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States 
the  increase  of  population  since  the  year  1830 
has  not  been  such  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
their  Eepresentativea  in  Congress  under  the 


present  ratio,  apportioning  the  number  of  Eep- 
resentatives  in  Congress  among  the  several 
States  of  the  Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
if,  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  manifest  in- 
justice would  not  be  done  to  the  new  States, 
should  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  distri- 
bution bill  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  had  just  voted  for  the  same  principle  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration ;  but  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  him  to  say  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  that  circumstances 
should  have  compelled  him  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  measure.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had, 
on  all  proper  occasions,  opposed  the  policy  of 
taxing  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentle- 
men might  endeavor  to  make  the  system  pop- 
ular, by  pretending  to  return  to  the  dear  people 
that  which  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
wresting  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  by  an 
unholy  system  of  taxation  not  demanded  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  not  yet  given  up  to 
despair.  He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  freemen  of  this  country  would  indig- 
nantly throw  off  the  shackles  that  have  already 
too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not  Itinger 
be  humbugged  by  false  pretences  of  having  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been 
wrested  from  their  pockets,  by  a  system  of 
over-taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
The  people  are  now  told  by  a  certain  class  of 
politicians  that  there  is  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government,  which 
ought  to  be  returned  to,  and  distributed  among, 
the  dear  people  of  the  several  States.  And 
how,  I  ask,  is  it  to  be  effected  with  advantage 
to  the  great  body  of  the  tax-paying  community  ? 
Why,  sir,  after  an  odious  and  unjust  system  of 
taxation  has  been  fastened  and  riveted  upon  the 
people,  by  which  a  large  surplus  revenue  is 
produced,  and  after  deducting  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  for  collecting  the  same,  it  is  then 
most  graciously  proposed  to  distribute  the  re- 
mainder thereof  among  the  several  States,  in 
order  that  it  may  again  return  to  the  dear  peo- 
ple, whose  interest  and  future  welfare  are  al- 
ways so  near  the  heart  of  the  political  dema- 
gogue. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first 
earn  the  money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the 
authority  of  law,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  they  will  have 
to  re-earn  their  respective  portions  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  when  it  shall  have  been  deposited 
in  the  State  treasuries.  The  true  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall 
there  be  a  new  and  novel  policy  i  ntroduced  in 
this  Government,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
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raising  of  a  surplus  revenue  for  distribution 
among  the  States ;  or  shall  the  taxes  of  the 
people  he  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  Government  ?  This  is  the  only  true  issue 
to  he  made  before  the  people;  and  to  this 
question  the  public  mind  should  be  particularly 
drawn  by  all  those  who  stand  opposed  to  mo- 
nopolies, and  all  privileged  orders  of  every  char- 
acter whatever. 

The  people  will  be  fully  satisfied  in  a  short 
time,  that  the  depositing  of  the  surplus  revenue 
in  the  several  State  treasuries  will  not  have  the 
effect  of  again  returning  to  the  people  their  re- 
spective portions  of  the  money  that  has  been 
imnecessarily  and  unrighteously  drawn  from 
their  pockets  by  an  unjust  system  of  taxation 
by  the  General  Government.  Mr.  B.  said  that, 
in  looking  into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplus 
revenue  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  he 
could  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  having  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
the  State  Governments ;  and,  if  possible  to  do 
so,  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  with  their 
own  money.  The  question  of  every  wise  legis- 
lator in  Congress  should  be  a^  to  the  best  mode 
of  reducing  the  taxes  already  imposed  on  the 
people  so  as  to  raise  a  sufficient  amount  only 
of  i-evenue  to  supply  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  General  Government,  and  not  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue.  Re- 
duce the  burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon 
the  people,  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  leave  the  surplus  where  it  should  be — in 
the  pockets  of  its  rightful  owners. 

Mr.  MoKeon  said  he  was  satisfied,  from  the 
course  the  debate  had  taken,  that  a  general  im- 
pression existed  that  something  ought  to  be 
done,  and  without  delay,  to  remedy  the  difficul- 
ty in  which  the  country  was  now  placed  by  its 
overflowing  Treasury.  He,  in  common  with 
many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted ;  and  he  thought  that  a 
favorable  opportunity  was  now  presented  to 
gentlemen  who  were  anxious  to  reduce  our  re- 
ceipts, to  exhibit  the  evidence  of  their  zeal. 
The  tariff  bill  offered  a  fair  opportunity.  He 
inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
offer,  as  an  amendment,  the  bill  of  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Cambeeleng,)  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff.  (The 
Chaie  said  it  would  not.)  Sir,  if  it  is  not  in 
order,  I  must  submit.  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  if  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
ures which  would  reduce  your  revenue  might 
not  be  out  of  place.  On  every  side  it  is  admit- 
ted that  your  income  far  exceeds  the  wants  of 
the  Government ;  and  yet,  it  appeors,  we  are 
called  upon  to  continue  legislation  calculated  to 
keep  up  this  strange  system.  I  was  one  of  that 
small  minority  which,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  voted  against  your  deposit  bill,  as  it 
was  called,  but  a  distribution  bill  in  fact.  I 
have  seen  that  minority  more  than  doubled  on 
the  vote  just  taken.  I  have  not  regretted,  as 
yet,  the  opposition  which  I  gave  to  the  system 


of  distribution :  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  means 
of  fastening  upon  the  country  a  high  tariff. 
Opposed,  as  I  am,  to  raising  unnecessary  rev- 
enue from  the  people ;  educated  in  the  school 
of  politics  which  insists  that  the  Government 
should  be  administered  economically ;  that  the 
industry  of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed 
beyond  what  is   absolutely  required  for  the 
T^ants  (and  those  wants  limited)  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  could  never  assent  to  the  doctrine 
which    sanctioned  unnecessary  taxation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  of 
enriching  the,  public  coffers.     Gentlemen  say 
this  is  returning  the  money  to  the  people.    I 
am  aware  it  is  by  this  plausible  argument  they 
wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  support  of 
this  new  principle.     All  I  ask  is,  that  gentle- 
men will  not  take  the  money  from  the  people. 
It  never  can  be  returned  to  the  individuals  from 
whom  it  is  taken.     It  is  taken  from  every 
human  being  who  consumes  an  article  of  food 
or  raiment.     You  tax  the  bread  the  poor  man 
eats,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that 
covers  him.     You  plunder  him  in  various  ways, 
and  proclaim,  at  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  an 
overflowing  Treasury.     Why,  sir,  is  not  this 
the  purest  form  of  oppression  ?    Is  not  this  ex- 
ercise of  power  of  taxation  not  for  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Government  was  formed,  but  for 
other  purposes,  sufficient  to  arouse  the  people? 
Who  will  insist  that,  by  any  process,  the  same 
amount  of  money  collected,  which  is  abstracted, 
can  be  returned  to  the  same  individual  ? 

I  am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  floor  the 
strange  association  which  is  presented  of  those 
who  have  been  distinguished  as  the  opponents 
of  a  high  tariff  united  with  those  who  have 
been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  supporters.  I 
am  more  astonished  to  find  gentlemen  who  are 
known  to  belbng  to  that  sect  in  this  conntiy 
characterized  by  devotion  to  a  strict  constrno- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  advocating  a  doctrine 
which,  some  years  since,  was  denounced  by  a 
Senator  of  the  highest  standing  as  unconstitu- 
tional, dangerous,  absurd,  and  inexpedient,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  office  of 
collection  and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who 
has  been  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra 
strict  construction  school.  And  yet  we  find 
those  who  profess  to  follow  these  lights,  and  to 
be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclaiming  theu' 
attachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribu- 
tion. Not  a  man  of  them  who  would  not  de- 
nounce any  plan  to  interfere  with  the  domestic 
arrangements  of  the  several  States ;  and,  never- 
theless, are  promoting,  indirectly,  the  very 
measures  they  are  opposed  to.  What  must  be 
the  result  of  your  distribution?  The  States 
will  rely  upon  the  General  Government ;  they 
will  turn  their  eyes  towards  this  Capitol  as  the 
point  from  which  golden  streams  are  to  be 
poured  forth  upon  them  to  carry  on  their  inter- 
nal improvements ;  you  will  make  the  States 
dependent  upon  the  General  Government,  in- 
stead of  this  Government  dependent  upon  the 
States :  in  a  word,  you  wiU  change  the  whole 
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form  of  your  Government,  you  will  destroy  its 
nature,  and,  instead  of  having  it  simple  and 
economical,  you  will  transform  it  into  one  com- 
plicated and  extravagant. 

Mr.  TuREiLL  then  demanded  the  previous 
question,  but  the  House  refused  to  second  it — 
yeas  75,  nays  110. 
The  debate  was  then  resumed. 
Mr.  "Vanderpoel  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Mann,)  though 
he  had  voted  against  the  bill  of  the  last  session 
— a  vote  of  which  he  was  rendered  prouder 
and  prouder  by  every  additional  day.  He 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his  colleague, 
not  because  he  favored  the  principle  of  distri- 
bution, for  it  was  a,  principle  so  obnoxious  to 
him,  that,  do  what  you  please,  he  could  not 
vote  for  or  compromise  it ;  but  if  we  must  have 
distribution,  let  us,  at  least,  have  such  a  ratio 
as  shall  possess  something  like  the  semblance 
of  justice.  The  amendment  of  his  colleague 
provided  that  the  surplus  should  be  distributed 
according  to  the  same  rule  by  which  the  money 
was  raised  by  taxation  from  the  people.  The 
rule  for  distribution  adopted  by  the  act  of  last 
session  was  wholly  indefensible. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  proposition  for  this 
new  distribution,  which  had  just  been  carried ; 
and  though  he  had  often  heard  of  Yankee 
acuteness  and  sagacity,  though  he  had  often, 
while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly 
exemplified,  he  had  never  seen  them  more  sig- 
nally illustrated  than  on  this  occasion.  Gen- 
tlemen from  the  tariff  districts  of  the  East,  and 
many  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in  relation  to 
the  subject  now  before  us,  were  going  hand  in 
hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  boat ;  but,  with- 
out much  disparaging  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  he  must  be  permitted  to  use  an 
old  and  homely  adage,  and  say  that  the  Yan- 
kees "  best  knew  on  which  side  their  bread 
was  buttered."  He  had,  as  he  had  observed, 
often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  cool,  keen, 
and  calculating  sagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  East, 
especially  when  contrasted  with  the  more  im- 
petuous temperament  which  characterized  an- 
other quarter ;  and  the  vote  which  had  just  been 
taken  afforded  a  new  subject  for  such  admira- 
tion. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken, 
and  recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a 
single  gentleman  representing  a  high  tariff 
manufacturing  district  who  has  voted  against 
this  second  and  most  mischievous  plan  of  dis- 
tribution. AVhilo  one  Southern  gentleman  here 
and  another  tlicre  drops  off  and  goes  for  distri- 
bution, opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  re- 
duction, the  tariff  representatives  of  New  Eng- 
land march  off  in  solid  phalanx,  in  support  of 
this  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  well  what  they 
are  about.  Their  keen  sagacity  has  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  is  tending 
to.  They  know  that  the  policy  of  distribution 
is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  and  there- 
fore they  go  to  a  man  for  the  former.    He  (Mr. 


V.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentlemen  from  the 
South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  support  of 
the  high  tariff  policy, 

[Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  V.  to 
order  for  making  personal  reflections ;  and  the 
Chaie  decided  that  Mr.  V.  was  not  out  of  order.] 
Mr.  V.  said  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  make,  any  personal  reflections.     Gentle- 
men were,  no  doubt,  pure  and  patriotic  in  the 
course  they  were 'taking;  but  he  surely  had  a 
right  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  represented 
high  tariff  districts  knew  best  what  they  were 
about;    that  this  miserable  and  demoralizing 
scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  long  and 
copiously  to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new 
impetus  to  their  shuttles,  whilst  its  effect  would 
be  any  thing  but  benignant  upon  the  Southern 
planting  States.     He  had  a  right  to  say,  and  he 
would  say,  that  this  plan  of  distribution  number 
two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  par- 
ties, and  that  some  opposed  to  a  tariff,  and 
others  in  favor  of  a  high  tariff,  were  here  now 
found  in  a  most  unnatural  union.     Year  after 
year  had  the  high  ultra-tariff  party  in  former 
years  addressed  to  you  the  horse-leech  cry  of 
"  Give,  give  us  more  protection."    The  general 
sentiment  of  the  country  now  is,  that  they  had 
been  most  inordinate  and  unreasonable  in  their 
demands  for  protection.    Their  cupidity  had  well 
nigh  dissolved  the  'Union.     Their  own  laws  and 
their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  now  they  found  themselves  in  a  position 
of  much  peril.     He  could  not  say  that  he  was 
destitute  of  all  sympathy  for  them,  as  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  in  his  district  was  a  very 
important  one.    It  embraced  many  gentlemen 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard.     Still  he  must 
and  would  repeat  what  he  had  said  shortly  after 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  that  if  the 
alternative  were  presented  to  him,  "  Bring  down 
your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  perpetuate  this  policy  of  distribu- 
tion," he  would  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduc- 
tion.    If  gentlemen  would  not  pass  the  land 
bill,  if  they  would  not  do  any  thing  to  terminate 
the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treasury,  and  avert  the 
evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  distribution, 
they  leave  us,  who  deprecate  those  evOs,  no 
option ;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
Was  there  any  gentleman  here  of  such  super- 
ficial vision  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the 
present  movement  was  an  effort  to  fix  perma- 
nently on  the  country,  by  the  seductive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxation  far  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.MoOoMAs  rose  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
He  said  that  heretofore  he  had  remained  silent 
in  this  debate,  and  thought  it  was  better  to  act 
upon  the  question  than  to  waste  the  precious 
time  of  the  House  in  fruitless  discussion.  But 
from  the  gratuitous  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Vandeepoel)  he  felt  him- 
self compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those 
whom  he  acted  with  upon  this  question,  to 
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make  a  few  remarks.  The  gentleman  seems  to 
feel  a  deep  concern  for  the  interest  of  our  con- 
stituents. He  thinks  they  are  misrepresented 
upon  this  floor.  Mr.  MoO.  said  he  had  no  doubt 
hut  tha.t  his  constituents  would  feel  under  last- 
ing obligations  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
his  kind  interposition,  for  his  able  and  manly 
defence  of  their  interest  on  this  iloor.  If  they 
did  not,  he  should  think  it  base  ingratitude,  as 
the  honorable  member  was,  out  of  the  super- 
abundance of  his  kindness  to  them,  compelled, 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  misrepresent  his 
own  constituents.  He  said  this  generous  disin- 
terestedness could  not  fail  to  meet  its  reward  in 
the  approbation  of  a  grateful  and  generous  peo- 
ple. Mr.  MoO.  said  he  would  assure  the  gentle- 
man that  that  was  the  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  struck 
with  horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen 
voting  for  this  bill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tariff, 
in  its  most  frightful  form,  to  their  imaginations, 
and  gravely  inquires  if  it  is  the  policy  of  South- 
ern gentlemen  to  rivet  a  protecting  tariff  on  the 
South.  Mr.  McC.  said  this  scarecrow  had  been 
too  recently  dug  from  its  grave  to  inspire  him 
with  any  terror.  He  thought  the  veil  of  the 
gentleman  was  too  thin  to  conceal  his  true 
course  from  the  gaze  of  the  Southern  people. 
The  South  was  not  so  completely  harnessed  in 
party  shackles,  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  cause  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  They  have  been  too  long 
fed  by  empty  professions.  They  look  upon  this 
question  in  a  sober  light;  they  say  to  these 
friendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose  burden 
of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  reduction  of  duties, 
why  is  this  measure  not  effected  ?  What  pre- 
vents the  passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect  ?  Has 
not  the  administration  a  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  ?  Is  it  not  in  their  power 
at  any  moment  to  take  up  that  subject  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others?  Sir,  it  is  too  plain,  this 
pulse  feeler,  or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  MoO.  said  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been 
introduced  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and 
had  been  quietly  sleeping  on  the  table  to  the 
present  time ;  the  people  in  the  South  all  this 
time  anxiously  waiting  to  see  the  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  subject.  "Where  was  the  zeal 
of  the  gentleman  for  the  South  all  this  time  ? 
Sir,  it  slept  upon  the  table  with  the  bill.  How 
can  we  account  for  the  new-horn  zeal  of  the 
gentleman,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish 
to  have  appended  to  that  bill  a  bill  ripping  up 
and  changing  the  whole  tariff  laws  of  the  coun- 
try 2  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  a  ques- 
tion so  complex  in  its  nature,  and  combining 
such  a  variety  of  interests  as  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  can  be  adjusted  in  fifteen  minutes.  Mr. 
MoO.  said  that  this  subject  might  be  plain  to 
the  mind  of  that  gentleman,  yet  he  confessed  it 
was  one  of  great  difficulty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  a  bill  making  such 
radical  changes  in  the  settled  policy  of  the 
country,  without  hearing  it  amply  discussed,  in 


all  its  bearings.  And  no  man  could  believe 
that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude  could  be 
properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  it  was  ever  in- 
tended to  be  discussed  or  passed  this  session. 

[Here  Mr.  Cambeelbng  interrupted  .Mr. 
MoCoMAS,  and  said  that,  from  the  extraordi- 
nary course  of  the  present  Congress,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  have  the  appropriation  bills 
acted  on.] 

Mr.  McOoMAS  replied  that  the  administration 
held  the  destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  and  could  give  them  any  direction 
they  pleased.  The  Southern  people  would  be 
amused  when  they  came  to  learn  that  their 
zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  re- 
duction of  the  tariff,  avowed  himself,  at  the 
same  time,  a  representative  of  a  tariff  district. 
It  seems  to  me  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
over-cropped  himself.  He  will  find  it  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  look  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  the 
Indian  who  complained  that  he  often  suffered 
from  cold  because  his  blanket  was  too  short. 
"When  he  covered  his  head  his  feet  were  naked, 
and  when  he  covered  his  feet,  his  head  was 
naked.  So,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  the 
honorable  member  had  better  attend  strictly  to 
the  interest  of  his  own  constituents,  and  leave 
the  interests  of  other  people  to  their  represent- 
atives. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  taxing 
the  people  for  distribution.  This  appears  to  be 
a  talismanic  word  with  those  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  keep  the  money.  Mr.  MoO.  denied  that 
one  dollar  of  the  surplus  money  was  raised  by 
taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  of  property.  It 
was  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  the  common 
property  of  the  people  of  all  the  States.  He 
said  it  had  not  occurred,  he  supposed,  to  those 
wise  lecturers,  that  the  customs  for  the  last 
three  years  had  not  paid  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  and  but  for 
the  extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands,  we 
should  not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treas- 
ury, but,  on  the  contrary,  we  should  have  been 
bankrupt.  And  yet  we  are  continually  told,  if 
we  divide  out  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  people,  it  is  levying  a  tax  upon 
them.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  the  people's 
pockets  is  taxing  them,  then  they  will  not  be 
apt  to  complain  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  The 
fund  accruing  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  has, 
in  my  judgment,  been  improperly  put  into  the 
National  Treasury.  Mr.  MoO.  said  he  believed 
it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  deed  of  cession, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government. 
By  that  deed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  land 
that  remained  unsold,  after  the  objects  of  the 
grant  had  been  complied  with,  was  to  be  the 
common  property  of  all  the  States,  Virginia 
inclusive. 

To  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  depos- 
ited with  them  would  be  a  ruinous  policy. 
Many  States  have  already  embarked  in  ex- 
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tensive  ■works  of  internal  improvement  upon 
the  faith  and  credit  of  that  money — improve- 
ments that  are  opening  a  thousand  avenues  to 
wealth  and  prosperity,  and  will  enahle  these 
local  communities  to  develop  their  fuU  re- 
sources ;  and  to  call  for  that  money  now  would 
be  political  madness,  and  few  men  would  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  such  a  measure. 
Gentlemen  make,  long  and  labored  arguments 
to  prove,  what  nobody  denies,  that  Congress 
may  repeal  the  compromise  act.  Sir,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  collecting  more  revenue  than  is 
wanted  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government ;  yet,  in  bringing  the  Government 
to  that  standard,  some  respect  should  be  paid 
to  the  great  and  leading  interests  of  the  coun- 
try ;  to  the  time  and  manner  this  thing  should 
be  done ;  and,  sir,  without  a  more  urgent  ne- 
cessity than  now  exists,  we  should  await  the 
operation  of  the  compromise  bill.  Sir,  the 
foundation  of  this  Government  was  laid  deep 
in  the  princ^les  of  compromise.  The  same  ele- 
ments of  discord  existed  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Government  that  exist  now.  The  con- 
stitution was  formed  by  mutual  concession  of 
aU  parties;  and,  to  be  administered  fairly,  it 
must  be  done  in  the  same  spirit.  Sir,  it  cannot 
be  forgotten  that  this  Government,  in  the  course 
of  its  administration,  called  Northern  capital 
from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  its  owners  to 
employ  it  upon  land ;  and  by  a  series  of  legis- 
lation, whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  meas- 
ure plighted  the  faith  of  the  Government  to 
that  policy.  Sir,  the  painful  controversy  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House — 
a  controversy  that  shook  this  confederacy  to  its 
centre ;  yes,  sir,  a  controversy  that  threatened 
a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  and  the  arraying 
brother  against  brother  in  deadly  and  mortal 
combat-.-an  event  that  every  trembling  patriot 
must  have  regarded  as  the  funeral  knell  of  de- 
parting liberty. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  came  from  a  State  which 
would  be  affected  very  little  by  either  ratio  of 
distribution  that  might  be  adopted;  it  made 
very  little  difference  to  South  Carolina  what 
ratio  of  distribution  might  be  established.  Her 
combined  representation  in  both  Houses  bears 
nearly  the  same  proportion  to  the  combined 
representation  of  all  the  States,  as  her  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  bears  to  the  whole  rep- 
resentation here.  But  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  if  he  gave 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was  bound  to  con- 
fess that  he  considered  that  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  last  year  a  more  just  and  equita- 
ble one  than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made 
by  this  amendment,  according  to  the  represen- 
tation on  this  floor  alone.  It  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  revenue  to  be  distrib- 
uted did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  derived 
from  the  sale  of  lands.  Mr.  P.  did  not  consider 
that  branch,  strictly  and  technically  speaking, 
public  revenue ;  at  least,  it  did  not  arise  from 
taxation,  because  those  persons  who  had  paid 
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this  money  had  received  a  full  equivalent  for 
the  same ;  there  was  a  quid  pro  quo  on  both 
sides ;  and  this  was  not  taxation,  it  was  a  sale ; 
the  parties  therefore  from  whom  this  money 
was  derived  had  not-  been  taxed.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  heard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold,  raised  immense  revenue, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden ;  whereas,  their  people 
had  received  a  full  consideration  for  all  the 
money  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury.  This 
was  important  to  be  considered.  Now,  in  de- 
termining the  ratio  of  distribution  or  deposit  of 
funds  thus  derived,  it  would  be  difficult  to  fix 
any  ratio  exactly  equal.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was 
most  willing — nay,  he  was  most  anxious — to 
adopt  that  ratio  which  came  nearest  to  strict 
justice ;  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  him  that 
the  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  ground  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  was  not  the  most  just, 
because  the  fund  was  derived  not  from  direct 
taxation,  but  from  sales  of  public  lands  and 
imposts.  According  to  the  most  generally  re- 
ceived doctrine,  (but  which  was  not  strictly 
true,)  import  duties  were  paid  according  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  according 
to  population.  In  this  point  of  view,  a  distri- 
bution according  to  representation  in  this  House 
would  exclude  two-fifths  of  a  certain  class  of 
our  population  in  a  certain  section  of  this 
Union,  and  would  not  do  justice.  But,  further, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  certain  States  there 
had  been  a  large  increase  of  population  since  the 
last  census.  For  instance,  there  were  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Michigan:  some  of  these 
States  had  doubled  their  population,  and  more 
justice  would  be  done  them  by  the  combined 
ratio  than  the  single.  The  ratio  of  both  Houses 
combined  would  approach  nearer  justice  than 
any  other  we  could  adopt. 

The  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
were  strictly  trust  funds ;  and  this  Government 
was  created  a  trusltee  under  the  grants  of  terri- 
tory from  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina, and  other  States,  which  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power.  The 
act  ceding  these  lands  is  in  these  words :  "  That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become  or  shall  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
of  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  portions  of  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure ;  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  ionajide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  after  all  demands  against  it 
were  satisfied,  to  deposit  the  surplus  remaining, 
so  that  the  States  should  receive  the  "  use  "  and 
"  benefit,"  as  far  as  possible,  intended  by  those 
States  originally  ceding  the  lands.  He-  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  only  sound  policy,,  but 
our  duty.  The  question  as  to  a  deposit  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  was  one  between  the  safety 
and  propriety  of  State  corporations,  selected  as 
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deposit  banks,  and  the  States  themselves ;  and 
how  any  gentleman  could  hesitate  between  the 
two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive.  The 
one  system  gave  us  the  unknown  and  danger- 
ous power  of  banks,  the  other  the  faith  and  the 
stability  of  the  States ;  and,  whatever  benefit 
might  arise,  the  citizens  of  the  States  could  re- 
ceive it,  instead  of  corporations  with  exclusive 
privileges. 

Mr.  Peaeoe,  of  Ehode  Island,  rose  and  said 
he  thought  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to 
exercise  a  little  philosophy  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  generally  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Vandeepoel,)  but  he  had  not  entered  into  col- 
lision with  any  one  in  the  vote  he  had  given. 
He  thought  it  did  not  come  with  good  grace 
from  New  York  to  oppose  this  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  Bhode  Island,  Delaware,  and  other 
small  States,  received  a  small  fraction  more 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it 
was  not,  perhaps,  pleasant  to  come  from  a  small 
State ;  for,  if  it  gained  a  little  but  once  in  a 
hundred  years,  there  was  no  end  to  the  re- 
proaches made  on  that  account.  Mr.  P.  asked 
if  it  was  fair  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied  3  New  York  might  be  called  the  ruling 
city ;  there  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight 
millions  on  hand,  of  which  they  were  always 
receiving  the  benefit,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied.  And.yet  it  might  be  shown  that  New 
York  had  received  nearly  seven  millions  more 
than  it  was  entitled  to.  When  he  (Mr.  P.)  saw 
that  great  State  arrayed  to  deprive  the  small 
States  of  the  little  which  they  received,  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  lift  up  his  voice  against 
it.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from.  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  because  he  was  not  willing  to  record,  the 
idea  that  there  would  be  a  surplus  revenue  to 
divide  among  the  States ;  he  did  not  wish  to 
give  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  bill  which  his 
honorable  friend  from  New  STork  (Mr.  Oambeb- 
leng)  had  called  a  free  trade  bill ;  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  that  bill  introduced ;  but,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus  to  divide,  it  might  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in 
for  that  purpose ;  and  then,  in  such  an  event, 
he  should  go  upon  the  ground  that  it  ought  to 
be  divided  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  States, 
and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  representation  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Denny,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
Mr.  Yandeepoel,  observed  that  he  (Mr.  Van- 
deepoel) had  not  pointed  out  who  were  the 
true  horse-leeches,  crying  "  give,  give."  He 
contended  it  was  not  the  States  to  which  this 
appellation  ought  to  bo  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  the  money 
for  their  benefit ;  among  them  it  was  distrib- 
uted, and  the  country  called  upon  them  to  dis- 
gorge.. They  were  the  true  leeches ;  they  held 
on ;  and  if  gbntlomen  voted  in  the  views  of 
that  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Vakdeepoel,) 
they  would  still  be  permitted  to  hold  on.  We 
are  (said  Mr.  D.)  in  possession  of  a  surplus  which 


is  not  derived  from  revenue,  but  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands.  The  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Vandeepoel)  alleges  that  the  distribution 
of  this  surplus  among  the  States  will  have  a 
most  ruinous  tendency  ;  it  will  make  the  Union 
a  mere  rope  of  sand.  These  he  (Mr.  D.)  thought 
extraordinary  arguments;  we  shall  live  over 
all  this ;  the  danger  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman threatens  is  not  to.be  apprehended; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended if  such  a  surplus  is  left  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Government,  to  be  loaned  out  at  its 
pleasure  to  banks  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, thus  enabling  the  Government  to  exercise 
a  control  over  aU  parts  of  the  Union,  of  an  ex- 
tent and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Vandeepoel,)  instead  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  placing  these 
things  in  their  true  light,  has  adopted  a  difier- 
ent  course,  and  has  contented  himself  with 
passing  in  review  the  different  vote&"which  have 
been  given  by  different  gentlemen  on  this  ques- 
tion. Why  is  this?  Why  has  he  not  rather 
discussed  the  real  merits  of  the  question  ?  In- 
stead of  the  merits  of  the  case,  he  has  brought 
into  the  field  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  as  if  the 
better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feelings  rather 
than  to  argument.  He  (Mr.  Vandeepoel)  has 
spoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  character- 
ized by  this  appellation  his  own  constituents. 
Let  them  judge  for  themselves  how  far  they 
merit  the  term.  To  him  it  appeared  New  York 
was  more  deserving  the  term  than  any  other 
section  of  the  country ;  for,  out  of  twenty-two 
millions  from  the  customs.  New  Yorli  received 
thirteen  millions,  which  was  paid  there ;  and 
who,  then,  he  would  ask,  was  the  horse-leech  ? 
Mr.  KoBEETSON  said  he  would  not  be  so  un- 
reasonable as  to  detain  the  House  at  that  late 
hour.  He  rose  merely  to  make  his  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Vandebpoel,)  who  had  so  kindly  under- 
taken to  represent  the  State  of  Virginia.  Tlie 
gentleman  had  only  followed  the  example  of 
the  State  from  whence  he  came,  in  taking  the 
old  Commonwealth  under  his  especial  protec- 
tion ;  and,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  (said 
Mr.  E.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, to  acknowledge  the  favor.  Those  whom 
she  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  seems, 
have  mistaken  her.interest  and  their  own  duty. 
We  have  been  outwitted,  the  gentleman  tells 
us ;  gulled  by  a  Yankee  trick  into  the  support 
of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  upon  our  con- 
stituents the  present  ruinous  tariff.  The  North- 
ern gentlemen  very  consistently  urge  a  distri- 
bution of  the  surplus,  in  order  (says  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York)  to  prevent  the  success  of 
any  plan  for  reducing  the  revenue  and  dimin- 
ishing the  high  rate  of  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
South,  who  vote  with  them,  ai-e  the  dupes  of 
their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
himself  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  own 
wonderful  aouteness,  which  enables  hiiji  so 
clearly  to  see  through  the  designs  of  these  very 
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sagacious  politicians ;  and  it  is  kind  in  him  to 
apprise  ns  of  our  danger.  I  stiould  like  to  have 
"heard  him  assign  the  reasons  why  New  York, 
some  years  past,  so  much  in  favor  of  distribut- 
ing the  surplus,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it.  The  true  reason  might  perhaps  be  found  to 
be  that,  having  always  a  very  large  share  of  the 
public  funds,  she  gains  more  by  keeping  what 
she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  fair  division. 
But,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the 
motives  which  influence  others,  I  will  very 
frankly  tell  the  gentleman  the  reasons  that  in- 
duce me  to  vote  for  a  distribution.  Sir,  it  is 
with  no  view,  as  he  would  insinuate,  of  keep- 
ing up  the  present  tariff,  but  with  a  view  to 
counteract  it.  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  who  belongs  to  the 
dominant  majority — to  that  party  which  pro- 
fesses so  strong  an  interest  for  the  South,  and 
so  much  hostility  to  this  tariff— should  taunt 
Southern  gentlemen  of  the  minority  with  a  de- 
sign to  co-operate  with  the  North  in  keeping 
it  up  ?  If  he  and  his  party  are  sincere  in  their 
professions,  why  have  they,  who  wield  the 
whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the  South 
so  long  to  be  plundered  by  this  unjust  system  of 
taxation!  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  for  a 
day,  when  they  have  the  power  at  any  moment 
to  repeal  it  ?  Why  has  the  scheme  of  reduc- 
tion proposed  during  the  present  session  been 
permitted,  until  this  late  day,  to  slumber  upon 
the  table. 

Sir,  it  is  because  we  have  no  confidence  in 
their  professions  that  we  are  compelled  to  take 
the  only  means  left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring 
to  the  people  of  the  South  what  this  democratic 
majority  continues  to  exact  from  them.  It  is 
this  consideration — the  conviction  that  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an 
oppressive  and  unconstitutional  tariff,  belongs 
to  the  people,  and  would  be  worse  than  wasted 
by  being  left  to  the  disposal  of  this  Government 
— that  induced  me  to  support  the  proposition 
last  year  for  distributing  it.  Upon  the  same 
principles,  until  the  ruling  party  shall  reduce 
the  tariff,  or  take  some  effectual  method  for 
limiting  the  revenues  to  the  just  wants  of  the 
Government,  I  will  vote  for  a  distribution ;  I 
call  it  a  distribution,  because  in  truth  no  one 
expects  a  dollar  will  ever  bo  called  for  by  this 
Government.  Only  consider,  sir,  what  would 
have  been  our  present  condition,  had  the  act 
of  the  last  session  not  been  passed.  We  found 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
an  unexpended  balance  of  aboutfourteenmiUions 
remaining  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year ;  about  six  millions  more  it 
is  thought  remained  unexpended,  in  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  disbm-sing  oflScers.  We  distrib- 
uted among  the  States  about  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions, making,  together,  about  fifty-seven  mil- 
lions ;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  during  the  current 
year,  and  you  would  have  had  an  aggregate 
sum  of  ninety  or  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 


lars, perhaps  even  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  session.  What,  sir,  should  we  have 
done  with  it?  We  appropriated,  last  year, 
about  twenty  millions  more  than  could  be  ex- 
pended. Should  we  have  been  called  upon  still 
to  increase  our  extravagant  and  enormous  ap- 
propriations to  accumulate  still  larger  balances  ? 
Yes,  sir ;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifica- 
tions, splendid  custom-houses,  high  salaries, 
and  corrupt  jobs  of  every  sort,  to  carry  on  an 
unjust  system  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
Northern  and  Western  States,  from  which  the 
Southern  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived 
little  or  no  benefit.  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  says,  the  people  of  the 
South  have  been  gulled ;  they  have  been  gulled 
with  promises  of  retrenchment  long  enough, 
while  suffering  from  the  oppressive  exactions 
of  this  Government,  and  have  at  length,  I  trust, 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  interest. 

Mr.  HoAE  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution ; 
that  man,  he  thought,  would  deserve  a  straight 
jacket,  who  would  think  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
he  viewed  this  money,  not  as  the  proceeds  of 
taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  sale  of  lands,  not 
from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Mr.  H.  concluded  by  laying  down  this 
proposition :  that  of  all  curses  which  can  be 
inflicted  upon  a  country,  a  course  of  legislation 
characterized  by  sudden  changes,  compelling 
the  citizens  frequently  to  change  their  pursuits 
and  employment,  is  the  greatest  curse ;  this  he 
held  to  be  a  proposition  which  no  one  could 
deny.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  side  of  the 
bread  on  which  the  butter  lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mann,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  OAjrBHELENG  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing proposition,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
Bell's  amendment,  which  he  said  he  would 
do  without  one  word  of  debate : 

JBe  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  31st 
of  December  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im- 
posed on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
July,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  which  shall  exceed  20  per  centum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted  ;  from  and  after  the  SOth  of  June,  1838, 
one-half  of  the  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted; and  on  the  30th  of  December,  1838,  the 
other  half  shall  be  deducted ;  any  thing  in  the  act  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  30th  September  next,  the  duty  on  salt  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  Bell  raised  the  point  of  order  whether 
such  a  proposition,  being  of  a  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive character,  in  no  way  analogous  either 
with  the  bill  or  the   amendment,  could   be 
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moved;  and,  also,  that  it  was  the  same  as  a 
bill  already  before  the  House. 

The  Chaie  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
Beiggs)  decided  against  the  point,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amendment  was  not  the  same 
as  the  biU  in  question. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Meroee  then  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Ohair  that  the  amendment  was 
in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  94,  nays  97. 

So  the  House  reversed  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
as  amended  by  Mr.  Bell,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  110,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  question  was  taken,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  principles  of  the 
deposit  act,  but  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
distinctly  the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  give,  and  which  might  perhaps  otherwise  be 
misunderstood.  I  was  one  of  those,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, (said  Mr.  P.,)  who  zealously  and  strenuously 
supported  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  directing 
the  deposit  of  the  surplus  revenue  with  the 
States.  I  considered  it  and  intended  it  bona 
fide  as  a  deposit,  and  not  as  a  distribution ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actual 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then 
thought  it  a  most  salutary,  necessary,  and  con- 
stitutional measure.  I  have  seen  nothing  and 
heard  nothing  which  has  at  all  shaken  my  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  that  law ;  concurring 
fully  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system 
of  raising  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribu- 
tion as  inexpedient,  unjust,  and  unconstitutional, 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the  force  or 
justice  of  the  effort  which  is  made  to  apply 
these  denunciations  to  a  measure  which  pro- 
poses to  deposit  with  the  States  that  revenue 
which  has  been  unnecessarily  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  which  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  expend,  even  by  the  most  liberal  appro- 
priations of  every  kind,  and  which,  if  not  thus 
deposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  numer- 
ous ba,nks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  prop- 
erty of  the  whole,  in  the  shape  of  interest,  dis- 
counts, &c.,  be  employed  by  those  immediately 
interested  in  those  institutions,  instead  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  under  the  control 
of  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  that  the  ben- 
efits and  advantages  of  these  funds,  unneces- 
sarily and  improperly  drawn  from  the  people, 
may  be,  to  some  extent,  and  to  a  very  consid- 
erable extent,  diffused  among  those  from  whom 
it  was  improperly  taken.  All  the  declamation 
which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the 
apprehensions  which  have  been  expressed,  as  to 
the  danger  of  corrupting  the  people  and  the 


States,  and  laying  them  prostrate,  at  the  foot- 
stool of  this  Government,  are  bugbears  which 
do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least.  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  difiiculty  whatever  in  sustaining  the 
principle  of  the  deposit  act,  and  renewing  its 
provisions  for  the  disposition  of  a  surplus,  which 
accumulates  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  I  can 
make  to  repeal  or  modify  those  unjust  and  op- 
pressive laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  raised. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  possible  disposi- 
tion that  can  be  made  of  such  a  surplus.  While 
these  are  my  opinions,  I  have  voted  against  the 
introduction  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bUl.  I  think 
it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  is 
a  bill  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appro- 
priations for  the  completing  and  armament  of 
our  fortifications.  It  is  strictly  an  appropria- 
tion bill ;  and  the  practice  is  very  irregular,  and 
will  be  productive  of  great  confusion  and  mis- 
chief in  our  legislation,  if  subjects  so  incon- 
gruous, measures  so  various  and  inconsistent 
with  each  other,  shall  be  jumbled  together,  and 
especially  if  the  ordinary  and  annual  appropria- 
tion bills  shall  be  made  the  basis  on  which  to 
pile  acts  of  original  legislation,  distinct  and  in- 
dependent of  the  annual  provisions  for  satisfy- 
ing demands  created  by  past  and  permanent 
laws.  This  is  one  reason  for  my  voting  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  I  had  a  further  objection :  the 
present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  few 
days;  before  the  emergency  contemplated  by 
the  amendment  can  exist,  a  new  Congress  will 
have  assembled.  As  yet,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
there  will  be  any  surplus ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next  De- 
cember, to  dispose  of  the  surplus,  if  it  shall 
then  exist,  as  that  Congress  may  think  right. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  aflSrma- 
tive,  112  to  70,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  He- 
man  Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  CalhoOD, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Geoi^e  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  For- 
ester, French,  James  Garland,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Hunts- 
man, IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Kilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mer- 
cer, Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Fatten,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearee,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Keed,  Rencher,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Stan- 
defer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 112. 

Nats. — Messrs.    Ash,    Beale,   Bean,   Beaumont, 
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Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Jotn  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Grant- 
land,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G. 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Huntington,  Jarvis, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Klingensmith,  Lan- 
sing, Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  McKay, 
McKim,  Moore,  Owens,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pinck- 
ney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenok,  Seymour, 
Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  TurrilJ,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  "Wardwell, 
Tell— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeblbng,  the  bill  (hav- 
ing been  previously  engrossed)  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbll,  the  title  of  the  bill 
■was  so  amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words 
"  and  for  other  purposes." 


Monday,  February  ST. 
Civil  and  JDiplomatic  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  bill. 

The  bUl,  together  with  the  several  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  W.  Thompbou:  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting : 

"  For  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  diplomatic  agent, 
to  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  Government 
of  Texas, thousand  dollars. 

"  For  the  expenses  of  running  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  independent  Gov- 
ernment of  Texas, thousand  dollars ;  such  line 

to  be  run  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas." 

Mr.  T.  said  no  one  could  regret  more  than  he 
did  the  very  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for 
this  discussion.  I  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  am  in  no 
way  responsible  for  it.  My  fault  has  certainly 
not  been  a  want  of  zeal  in  pressing  the  subject 
upon  Congress.  The  course  of  things  for  the 
last  few  weeks  has  been  eminently  illustrative 
and  characteristic.  The  whole  time  of  the 
House  has  been  occupied  with  matters  of  purely 
a  personal  or  local  character  in  a  miserable 
scramble  for  spoils,  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participated  to  the  exclusion  of  every 
thing  of  general  importance.  The  question  now 
before  the  House  involves,  in  some  sort,  the 
destinies  of  a  young  republic  just  rising  into 
existence,  and  our  own  character  for  justice, 
consistency,  and  a  fearless  discharge  of  our 
duties.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting  that  we  should 
introduce  this  young  sister  into  the  great  family 
of  nations.  Why  has  it  been  so  long  postponed  ? 
Are  gentlemen  afraid  of  the  argument?  Are 
they  afraid  that  a  spontaneous  burst  of  popular 
enthusiasm  will  force  them  to  do  that  to  which 
the  cold,  selfish,  and  sectional  feelings  of  poli- 
ticians ai-e  opposed  ? 


Mr.  Masou,  of  Ohio,  said:  The  abstract 
right  of  this  Government  to  recognize  the 
existence  and  independence  of  foreign  pow- 
ers Is  not  denied.  Whether  the  exercise  of 
this  right,  in  any  particular  instance,  can  be 
vindicated  as  just  to  others,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  our 
own  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  very 
different  question.  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the 
practice  of  nations,  founded  in  the  necessity  of 
the  thing,  to  treat  with  the  Government  de 
facto,  established  in  a  country,  without  regard 
to  the  Government  de  jure.  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  other  powers  to  inquire  into  causes  of 
dispute  between  the  belligerent  parties,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  which  is  in  the  right,  and  to 
grant  distinguishing  favors  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  the  result  of  such  an  inquiry. 

Non-intervention  is  the  cherished  doctrine 
on  which  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  have  hitherto  practised,  as  evinced 
in  the  conduct  of  both  during  the  civil  war  that 
raged  for  so  many  years  between  Spain  and  her 
provinces  in  this  hemisphere. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  1819,  speaking  of  the  insurrectionary 
struggle  of  the  Spanish  provinces  of  South 
America,  said  that 

"  The  greatest  care  had  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
laws  intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutrality. 
That  a  virtuous  people  may,  and  would,  confine  them- 
selves within  the  hmits  of  a  strict  neutrality."  That 
"  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  national 
character,  and  indispensable  to  the  morality  of  our 
citizens,  that  all  violations  of  our  neutrality  should  be 
prevented.  No  door  should  be  left  open  for  the  eva- 
sion of  our  laws ;  no  opportunity  afforded  to  any, 
who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  com- 
promit  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  nation." 

And,  finally,  he  was  able  to  assure  Congress 
and  the  country  that,  notwithstanding  the  sen- 
sibility and  sympathy  which  were  naturally 
excited  by  such  a  contest — 

"  It  had  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess,  and 
that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
state  that  so  strong  had  been  the  sense,  throughout 
the  whole  country,  of  what  was  due  to  the  character 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  examples 
of  a  contrary  kind  had  occurred." 

With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  pro- 
pose very  briefly  to  examine  the  question, 
whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States 
now  to  recognize  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion. Before  the  people  of  Texas  can  rightfully 
invoke  the  interference  of  foreign  powers,  it 
must  be  proved,  not  only  that  they  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  attributes  of  a  sovereign 
and  independent  State,  but  also  that  they  pos- 
sess the  moral  and  physical  ability  to  maintain, 
within  their  limits,  the  sovereignty  they  have 
asserted.  Our  information  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  Texas  is  doubtless  very  deficient, 
both  in  its  extent  and  precision. 

The  little  we  have  is  principally  to  be  found 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Morfit,  accompanying  the 
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President's  Message,  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  communicated  to  Congress  on 
the  22d  of  December  last.  According  to  Mr. 
Morfit,  the  population  of  Texas  consists  of 
Anglo-Americans,  Mexican  natives,  aborigines, 
and  negroes ;  the  whole  estimated  at  65,000 
souls.  Of  these,  he  says,  there  are,  perhaps, 
30,000  Anglo-American  settlers  and  8,600  na- 
tive Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  After  stat- 
ing that  the  population,  consisting  of  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  is  said  to  be  not  less 
than  fifty  thousand,  he  adds  that,  "if  I  were  to 
take  my  own  judgment  exclusively  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not 
seen  by  that  which  I  have,  I  should  say  the 
population,  exclusive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
negroes,  has  never  exceeded  thirty  thousand." 

Suppose  this  estimate  of  that  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  consists  of  Anglo-Americans  and 
Mexicans  to  be  an  approximation  to  the  truth, 
(and  there  are  many  reasons  for  believing  it 
exceeds  the  fact,)  the  whole  amount  of  physical 
force  belonging  to  .the  nation  of  Texas,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians  and  negroes,  will  fall  consider- 
ably below  that  of  many  counties  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  And  this  population,  small  and  feeble 
as  it  is  in  the  aggregate,  is  not  permanent,  but 
a  portion  of  it  at  least  retreats  at  the  approach 
of  danger  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

As  to  the  military  force,  we  learn  from  the 
same  report  that  it  consists  of  an  army  of  about 
2,200  strong,  not  including  the  settlers  or  farm- 
ers, who  can  be  armed  on  any  emergency,  so  as 
to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  5,000  efficient 
men. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  consists  of  four  small 
vessels,  carrying  in  aU  twenty-nine  guns. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  province  appear 
to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  successful  resist- 
ance of  any  respectable  force  that  might  be 
employed  for  its  subjection.  It  relies  exclusively 
on  external  aid  for  the  means'of  supporting  the 
independence  it  has  declared.  No  fact  can  be 
better  authenticated ;  it  is  confirmed  as  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been 
made,  as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that 
the  army  of  Texas  is  recruited  from  the  citizens 
of  this  Union — is  kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and 
supplied  with  arms  and  provisions,  by  contri- 
butions derived  from  the  same  quarter.  Mr. 
Morfit  says : 


"  The  present  resources  of  Texas  are  principally 
derived  from  the  sympathies  of  their  neighbors  and 
friends  in  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State.  The  donations  from  the  former 
quarter  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be, 
very  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent.  Several  indi- 
viduals, not  interested  in  the  success  of  the  country 
further  than  their  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
independence  and  that  of  their  old  compatriots,  have 
unostentatiously  presented  $5,000,  while  numbers 
have  contributed  |l,000  each,  and  small  associations 
in  the  different  States  have  thrown  in  their  aid,  until 
the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large  amount.  I  have 
been  surprised,"  he  says,  in  conclusion,  "  to  find  that 
Texas  has  carried  on  a  successful  war  thus  far,  with 


so  little  embarrassment  to  her  own  citizens  or  her 
treasury  ;  and  perhaps  it  is  the  first  instance  in  the 
history  of  nations  where  a  State  has  sustained  itself 
by  men  and  means  drawn  wholly  from  a  distance." 

If  this  hasty  review  of  the  condition  of  Texas 
has  not  resulted  in  demonstrating  her  incapacity 
to  maintain  an  independent  Government,  it  has 
incontestably  established  another  fact  deeply 
afiecting  the  character  of  this  country,  namely, 
that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  her  sep- 
arate existence  and  sovereignty  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  derived  exclusively  from 
the  means  furnished  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  direct  violation  of  their  neutral  obli- 
gations ;  consequently,  should  the  United  States 
return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from  which  they 
have  so  widely  departed,  and  strictly  enforce 
the  laws  intended  to  preserve  our  neutral  char- 
acter, the  Government  of  Mexico  would  soon 
be  restored  in  the  province  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  ought  to  be  desired 
by  the  friends  of  constitutional  law  and  liberty 
anywhere,  is  a  question  that  does  not  and  can- 
not properly  enter  into  our  consideration  in  this 
discussion. 

_  Suppose,  therefore,  the  Texians  should  con- 
tinue to  i-eceive  assistance  in  men  and  money 
drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  should  be 
further  sustained  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
army  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypothesis,  their 
ability  to  maintain  their  independence,  when 
thus  sustained,  should  be  admitted,  still  there 
are  considerations  arising  out  of  so  peculiar  a 
state  of  things  that  ought  to  deter  us  from  the 
indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.    If  their  independence 
has  been  the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  has  been 
achieved,  and  thus  far  maintained,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States ;  if  our  citizens  compose 
her  armies,  and  have  command  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  the  country ;  if  they  are 
found  in  possession  of  all  the  great  offices  of  the 
Government,  from  the  Chief  Executive  down- 
wards, can  we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  other  nations,  and  of  impartial  posterity,  if 
we  make  haste  to  recognize  a  state  of  things 
that  we  have  notoriously  contributed  so  largely 
to  produce. 

"What  would  the  act  of  recognition,  under 
such  circumstances,  be  but  an  acknowledgment, 
not  so  much  of  the  ability  of  Texas,  as  our  own 
ability,  and  determination  too,  to  maintain  her 
independence  at  every  hazard?  Would  not 
such  conduct  expose  us,  whether  justly  or  not, 
to  the  charge  of  assisting  in  the  dismember- 
ment of  a  friendly  power,  for  the  imworthy 
purpose  of  seizing  on  one  of  its  fairest  prov- 
inces? Can  we,  consistently  with  national 
honor,  after  aiding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neighboring  republic,  be  the  first  to  recognize 
the  Government  established  by  the  insurgents? 
I  concur  most  cordially  in  the  views  and  opin- 
ions expressed  by  the  President,  in  his  Message 
of  the  22d  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of 
the  condition  of  Texas.    In  relation  to  the 
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conduct  proper  for  this  Government  to  observe 
in  the  contest  pending  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  he  says  that 

'_'  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  a  too  early  movement, 
as  it  might  subject  us,  however  unjustly,  to  the  im- 
putation of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our 
neighbors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  subse.- 
quent  acquisition  by  ourselves.  Prudence,  there- 
fore, seems  to  dictate  that  we  should  stand  aloof  and 
maintain  our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico 
itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign  powers,  shall  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  the  new  Government,  at 
least  until  the  lapse  of  time  or  the  course  of  events 
shall  have  proved,  beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability 
of  the  people  of  that  country  to  maintain  their  sep- 
arate sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Government 
constituted  by  them." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  called  on,  not  only  by 
the  amendment  under  consideration,  but  by 
the  newspaper  press  in  different  quarters  of  the 
Union,  to  yield  a  speedy  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  For  what  purpose  is  the 
prompt  acknowledgment  of  her  Government 
demanded  ?  Not,  certainly,  because  she  desires 
to  enjoy  that  independence,  the  recognition  of 
which  she  solicits ;  not  that  she  desires  to  pos- 
sess the  rank,  privileges,  and  immunities,  that 
belong  to  a  free  and  sovereign  member  of  the 
great  family  of  nations;  no,  her  object,  dis- 
tinctly avowed,  is  far  more  humble  and  beiit- 
ting  her  feeble  condition.  It  is,  that  she  may 
make  a  surrender  of  her  independence,  govern- 
ment, territory  and  all,  to  the  United  States, 
on  condition  of  annexation  and  reception  into 
the  Union ! 

The  first  elections  under  the  constitution  of 
Texas  were  held  last  autumn.  Mr.  Morfit  re- 
ports that 


evidence,  to  my  understanding,  is  irresistible, 
that  a  separate  independent  existence  never 
was,  at  any  time,  an  object  of  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  people  and  authorities  of  Texas.  From 
Mr.  Morflt's  report  we  learn  that,  in  September, 
1835,  General  Cos  invaded  the  province  of 
Texas,  and  that  "  a  battle  ensued,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  retreat  of  the  Mexicans.  He 
says  the  Texians  assert  that  this  resistance  was 
not  because  they  even  then  wished  to  separate 
from  the  confederacy ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
because  they  were  desirous  to  bring  back  the 
Government  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution 
of  1824."  If  it  be  true,  as  they  allege,  that  as 
late  as  September,  1835,  they  took  up  arms 
"  in  defence  of  the  constitution,"  I  can  only  say 
that,  in  the  brief  interval  of  a  little  more  than 
one  month, 


"  The  voters  at  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
state  whether  they  were  '  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas 
to  the  United  States ; '  and  the  response  through 
every  municipality  has  been  wholly  in  the  affirmative. 
He  says  that  great  unanimity  prevailed  on  the  impor- 
tant point  of  '  seeking  admission  into  the  Union  of 
the  United  States  of  the  North.'  He  also  discloses 
the  very  important  additional  fact,  that  '  the  terms 
upon  which  they  desire  to  become  an  integrant  of 
that  Union  have  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
have  already  been,  or  will  be,  made  the  heads  of  in- 
structions for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near 
the  Government  of  Washington.'  " 

A  fact  so  extraordinary  has  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Executive,  who  says,  in  the  Mes- 
s.ige  already  referred  to,  that  the  people  of 
Texas  have,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
"openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment  by 
us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  admission 
into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States. 
This  last  circumstance  is  one  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, and  forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the 
gravest  character." 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  Government  of 
Texas  is  simultaneously  urging  its  pretensions 
to  recognition,  and  treating  for  annexation  to 
the  United  States ;  and  the  former  seems  to  be  I 
made  subservient  to  the  latter 


"  A  change  came  o'er  the  spirit  of  their  dream," 

and  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution 
equally  sudden  and  extraordinary ;  for,  in  the 
month  of  November  following,  they  held  a  con- 
vention at  San  Felipe,  and  formed  a  provisional 
Government,  and  there  made  a  declaration 
which  "  was  considered  as  an  absolute  separa- 
tion from  Mexico." 

This  proceeding  in  November,  1835,  was 
speedily  followed  by  the  convention  of  the  2d 
of  March,  1886,  which  in  due  form  "  declared 
Texas  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  State."' 
If  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  the  defence  of 
the  Mexican  constitution,  and  not  separation, 
had  been  the  object  of  the  Texians,  they  would 
have  tried  petition  and  remonstrance,  before 
resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy  of  the  op- 
pressed. The  Anglo-Americans  of  Texas  could 
have  found,  in  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of 
patience  and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  imita- 
tion. The  people  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
while  they  were  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the 
mother  country,  employed  more  than  ten  years 
in  petitioning  the  King,  Parliament,  and  people 
of  Great  Britain,  before  they  finally  resolved 
on  having  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of 
their  liberties.  And  then  they  did  not  strike 
for  independence ;  for  it  was  more  than  a  year 
after  the  first  blood  was  spilt  in  the  revolution- 
ary conflict,  before  they  made  a  declaration  of 
independence. 

If  the  object  of  procuring  our  ackowledgment 
of  the  new  Government  of  Texas  be  to  facilitate 
the  design  of  her  incorporation  into  this  Union, 
(and  that  she  seeks  this  connection  we  well 
know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts  and  avowals,) 
how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measure  give  their  assent  to  any  course  of  pro- 
ceeding that  leads  directly  to  its  accomplish- 
ment? 

Sir,  I  shall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn 
into  the  discussion  of  any  question  to  which  a 
direct  proposition  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United 
States  might  very  properly  give  rise.  In  rela- 
tion to  that  momentous  subject  I  will  now  only 


Indeed,  the  I  say  that  sufBcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof; 
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and  that,  in  my  judgment,  evil  will  be  the  day 
when  that  question  shall  come  to  be  seriously 
entertained  by  the  councils  of  this  nation.  I 
have  noticed  it  now  because  it  naturally  con- 
nects itself  with  the  proposition  before  us,  in 
the  aspect  in  which  I  have  been  considering  it. 
The  friends  of  annexation  are  consistent  in  vot- 
ing for  recognition ;  but  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  former,  and  who  believe,  as  I  do,  that  it 
is  the  end,  and  the  latter  the  means,  cannot 
consistently  give  their  support  to  the  present 
movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed  to 
the  recognition  of  Texas,  I  regard  this  as  de- 
cisive, till  she  can  give  satisfactory  evidence  of 
her  desire  to  have  independence  for  the  sake 
of  independence,  and  not  that  she  may  barter 
it  away.     But,  sir,  cfther  objections  do  exist. 

Mexico  is  our  neighbor,  with  whom  we  main- 
tain diplomatic  and  commercial  relations,  and 
have  a  treaty  which  secures,  as  far  as  treaty 
stipulations  can  do,  an  inviolable  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Are  we  not  bound,  by 
every  consideration  of  national  comity  and 
plighted  friendship,  to  confer  with  Mexico  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  one  of  her  revolted  provinces  ?  For  many 
years,  and  until  within  a  few  weeks  past,  we 
have  had  a  minister  resident  in  Mexico.  I  un- 
derstand he  has  had  no  conference  or  corre- 
spondence whatever  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas ; 
nor  have  we  in  any  other  manner  given  any 
intimation  of  our  intention  to  acknowledge  the 
separate  existence  of  that  province.  On  that 
subject  we  have  maintained  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Mexico ;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her 
inability  to  resent  the  aifront,  we  are  about  to 
intrude  ourselves  into  her  affairs.  It  is  true 
Mexico  is  torn  by  internal  dissensions,  her 
treasury  is  exhausted,  her  army  mutinous,  her, 
people  discontented  and  rent  by  faction;  but 
her  weakness  cannot  release  us  from  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  our  neutral  character,  nor 
from  the  duty  of  practising  towards  her  that 
courtesy  which  is  due  from  one  friendly  power 
to  another.  Her  misfortunes  ought  rather  to 
inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bors with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity. 
To  take  advantage  of  her  distresses  would  ill 
become  the  character  of  a  magnanimous  nation.' 
"We  might  at  least  ask  Mexico  whether  she  still 
intends  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  the 
Texians  to  obedience,  and,  perhaps,  could  sug- 
gest some  method  by  which  a  reconciliation 
might  be  effected,  consistently  with  the  honor 
and  interest  of  both  parties.  Such  a  course  of 
conduct  would  be  entirely  respectful  and  con- 
ciliatory, and  it  has  the  additional  recommenda- 
tion of  being  in  strict  accordance  with  the  for- 
mer practice  of  this  Government  in  similar 
circumstances.  So  oantious,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towards 
a  recognition  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
America,  that  as  late  as  the  year  1821  the  pe- 
riod had  not  then  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  the 


Executive,  for  the  interference  of  this  Govern- 
ment ;  for  although  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  that  year,  had  declared  "  it  had  long 
been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Spain  to  reduce  these  colonies  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  condition  short  of  their  inde- 
pendence would  be  satisfactory  to  them,"  yet 
he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  favor  than 
to  urge  upon  the  Government  of  Spain  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  her  immediate  recognition  of 
their  independence. 

Mr.  HiTNTSMAir  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  country  convenient 
to  Texas,  where  the  intercourse  between  us  is 
quite  frequent ;  where  our  communications  are 
uninterrupted ;  where  many  of  the  friends, 
relatives,  and  connections  of  my  constituents 
have  located  themselves ;  and  I  claim  the  right 
to  know  something  of  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precious, 
I  will  run  rapidly  over  the  main  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  with  the  hope  that,  when 
the  House  shall  be  put  in  full  possession  thereof, 
neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, will  be  withheld  from  that  country.  An- 
tecedent to  the  establishment  of  the  imperial 
Government  nnder  Iturbide,  in  May,  1822,  and 
while  these  colonies  were  struggling  for  inde- 
pendence from  the  yoke  of  old  Spain,  many 
Americans  engaged  in  the  Mexican  service,  to 
aid  and  assist -in  achieving  that  independence 
for  the  South  American  provinces,  which  was 
achieved.  For  these  services  the  new  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  give,  but  promised  those 
enterprising  Americans  large  bounties  in  land. 
Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  one 
deserving  of  particular  mention ;  I  mean  Col- 
onel Eeuben  Eoss,  of  Tennessee.  I  believe  he 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  had  a  colonel's 
command  in  the  Mexican  service,  and  went 
through  many  hard-fought  battles  with  the 
royal  forces,  and  npon  one  memorable  occasion, 
when  he  was  in  command  in  an  engagement, 
the  various  evolutions  which  are  frequent  in 
battles  brought  Mm  in  contact  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horseback. 
The  intrepid  and  gallant  Eoss,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  attacked 
the  Don  in  single  combat.  '  The  Spaniard  fell, 
and  Eoss  lost  a  finger.  The  Government  of 
Mexico  awarded  him  a  large  body  of  land  in 
Texas.  He  was  my  constituent :  ho  lived  then 
in  a  district  I  had  the  honor  of  representing  in 
the  Senate  of  Tennessee.  After  the  independ- 
ence of  the  country  was  established,  and  the 
authority  of  old  Spain  had  ceased.  Colonel  Boss 
procured  his  grants  for  the  lands,  and  upon  his 
return  home  he  was  treacherously  murdered, 
with  most  of  his  company,  in  the  Mexican  do- 
minions, by  those  same  Spaniards  whom  he  had 
so  long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  make  free.  I 
mention  this  fact  to  show  that  many  of  the 
Americans  fought  for  the  Mexicans  then,  as 
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■well  as  they  havfe  fought  for  the  Texians  since 
— that  these  lands  were  dearly  bought.  I 
could,  if  time  would  permit,  cite  many  daring 
deeds  of  valor  performed  by  Koss  and  others, 
which  equal  the  battle  of  Jacinto,  the  Alamo, 
or  any  other,  against  the  armies  of  old  Spain. 
I  contend  that  the  Mexican  Government  has 
less  reason,  to  complain  of  an  interference  by 
volunteers  from  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
propriety  of  our  acknowledgment  of  the  Texian 
independence,  than  any  people  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth.  It  was  precisely  what  she  im- 
plored of  our  citizens  in  her  contest  with  old 
Spain.  She  sought  the  aid  of  our  citizens  to 
fight  her  battles.  She  sought  our  sympathies 
and  our  prayers  for  her  success.  She  sought 
an  actnowledgment  of  her  independence,  while 
the  royal  armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of 
the  country,  and  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
strongest  forts.  She  obtained  it  all.  And,  pre- 
supposing that  every  word  of  complaint  which 
has  been  so  dolefully  uttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  Massachusetts,  in  regard  to  our 
enterprising  young  men  seeking  service  in  the 
armies  of  Texas,  is  true,  it  is  no  more  than  was 
solicited,  accepted,  and  sanctioned  with  great 
joy  by  the  Mexicans,  upon  precisely  a  similar 
occasion,  between  them  and  old  Spain.  Mex- 
ico was  extremely  willing  to  receive  the  volun- 
tary aid  of  our  enterprising  men  then ;  but,  like 
the  lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  bull  of 
the  farmer,  it  alters  the  case  now. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history :  Eovolution 
succeeded  revolution  in  the  South  American 
provinces  and  Spanish  North  America.  In 
May,  1822,  General  Iturbide,  by  fraud,  force, 
and  the  assistance  of  the  Catholic  priesthood, 
(who  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  re- 
publican government  and  the  liberty  of  man 
than  any  other  sect,)  established  an  imperial 
Government,  and  was  chosen  Emperor.  The 
example  of  our  Government,  which  lay  con- 
tiguous, and  the  germs  of  liberty  which  began 
to  sprout  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  our 
institutions,  and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of 
our  men  in  their  armies,  in  a  short  time  pro- 
duced another  revolution.  Iturbide  was  de- 
throned, a  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed 
upon  him ;  he  went  into  exile,  returned,  was 
taken  captive,  and  shot.  Victoria  was  elected 
by  the  people ;  a  republican  constitution  was 
formed,  modelled  in  most  of  its  leading  prin- 
ciples in  imitation  of  that  of  the  United  States ; 
notwithstanding  this,  he  had  to  encounter  civil 
wars,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebellions,  dur- 
ing aU  his  administration.  Pedrazza,  elected 
successor  to  Victoria,  was  in  a  short  time  de- 
posed by«Guerrero,  who  in  his  turn  was  de- 
posed by  Bustamente,  and  at  length  he  was 
deposed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modern 
Napoleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had 
waded  through  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of 
carnage,  and  the  perfidy  of  the  priesthood,  to 
empire.  He  abolished  the  Congress  of  the  re- 
public by  a  military  decree,  organized  a  tribunal 
composed  of  his  own  creatures  in  its  place, 


merely  to  register  his  despotic  decrees.  He 
abolished  the  local  legislatures,  established  mil- 
itary and  arbitrary  tribunals  in  their  place, 
abolished  the  tri&l  by  jury,  and  settled  down  in 
a  complete  despotism  of  the  worst  kind,  because 
it  was  a  military  one.  To  this  prbstration  of 
the  constitution  that  he  had  sworn  and  fought 
to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government 
of  liberty  and  laws,  the  abolishment  of  the 
trial  by  jury,  and  the  establishment  of  a  mil- 
itary despotism,  the  people  of  Texas  objected. 
There  was  much  of  that  Anglo-Saxon  blood, 
descended  from  that  immortal  band  of  English- 
men who  took  their  honor  in  one  hand  and 
their  sword  in  the  other,  and  obtained  magna 
charta  from  King  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of 
resistance  to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thousand 
Texians,  when  he  had  fought  and  conquered 
through  millions  until  the  imperial  diadem  was 
ready  to  be  placed  upon  his  head,  swore  utter 
extermination  from  the  face  of  the  earth  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  particularly  of  the 
North  American  or  Anglo-Saxon  race,  not  even 
sparing  the  women  and  children.  "With  this 
view  he  started  for  Texas  at  the  head  of  his 
hosts,  to  execute  his  infernal  purpose.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  people,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
up  their  history  from  where  I  left  it,  in  the 
hands  of  the  gallant  Boss,  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  empire,  under  Iturbide.  It  will  be 
held  in  remembrance  that  Boss  and  others  re- 
ceived grants  for  their  services,  performed 
against  the  royal  forces  of  old  Spain,  before  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 
During  all  the  civil  wars  and  convulsions,  con- 
spiracies and  rebellions,  that  took  place  in  the 
Mexican  republic,  from  the  establishment  of 
their  federal  constitution,  in  1824,  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  inviting  foreigners  from  every 
country  to  go  and  settle  in  Texas,  and  carry  as 
many  families  as  possible ;  every  inducement 
was  held  out  to  invite  emigration  thither ;  large 
bounties  of  land  were  offered  for  this  purpose. 
The  reason  for  this  proceeding  was  obvious. 
Being  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  and  central  revo- 
lutions, which  succeeded  each  other  in  rapid 
succession,  their  finances  were  exhausted,  their 
armies  were  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their 
convulsions  were  so  quick  and  terrible  that 
they  could  not  spare  either  men  or  money  to 
defend  the  frontiers  against  the  habitual  attacks 
of  the  Camanche  and  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  had  those  Indians  be- 
come to  the  frontier  settlements  and  to  Texas, 
that  they  at  pleasure  overran  the  Spanish  towns 
and  villages,  took  the  inhabitants  into  captivity, 
and  made  servants  of  them.  In  other  instances 
these  hordes  of  barbarians  would  take  posses- 
sion of  the  frontier  towns,  compel  the  inhab- 
itants, who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go 
and  drive  up  their  own  horses,  mules,  and  cat- 
tle, until  these  Indians  would  select  all  the 
most  valuable  of  them,  and  drive  them  off,  after 
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committing  acts  of  rapine  and  murder  of  tlie 
most  atrocious  character  upon  the  inhabitants, 
and  no  help  could  he  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico. 

These  enormities  were  repeated  year  after 
year,  and  no  prospect  of  better  things  vras  in 
anticipation.  To  stop  those  lawless  excursions 
of  plunder,  murder,  and  robbery,  to  beat  back 
those  ferocious  barbarians,  and  protect  the 
Spanish  citizens  who  were  the  annual  victims 
of  rapine  and  violence,  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
affording  that  relief  that  she  had  in  her  power 
to  render.  It  was  to  make  large  grants  of  land 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  would 
either  pay  money  at  a  stipulated  price  into 
their  empty  coffers,  or  who  would  settle  down 
with  one,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  families, 
upon  those  lands,  and  defend  the  country  from 
the  savage  inroads. 

I  personally  knew  of  some  companies  who 
were  organized  in  Tennessee.  They  elected 
their  representatives,  sent  them  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  publicly  and  notoriously,  without  any 
guile,  fraud,  or  circumvention,  to  negotiate  this 
business.  I  wiU  mention  the  names  of  three 
of  these  representatives  or  ambassadors,  who 
were'  despatched  upon  this  mission :  Colonel 
Andrew  Erwin,  who  had  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  and 
also  Tennessee  Legislatures,  and  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  talents  and  experience,  together, 
with  Doctor  Douglass  and  OolonelJohn  D.  Mar- 
tin, a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as 
well  as  the  representatives  from  other  com- 
panies, to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  remained 
some  months  upon  the  business  of  this  mission. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  constitution 
of  1824,  establishing  a  Federal  Government, 
with  full  guarantees  for  the  perfect  enjoyment 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  a  toleration 
of  their  religion,  and  other  rights  and  immuni- 
ties simOar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of 
obtaining  settlers  upon  those  lands.  Grants 
were  issued.  The  grantees  procured  settlers, 
and  emigrated  to  the  country.  Immediately, 
upon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no  longer 
in  hostile  array  over  the  plains  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  boundaries. 
The  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife  rested  from 
their  labors.  The  Spaniard  sat  down  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  enjoyed  his  prop- 
erty and  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in  peace. 
The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  got  into  the 
country  was  a  perfect  guarantee  against  lawless 
depredation.  The  settlers  furnished  their  own 
guns,  their  own  provisions,  their  own  ammuni- 
tion; the  Mexican  Government  did  not  even 
furnish  so  much  as  one  flint  to  aid  in  this 
matter. 

But  the  frontier  settlements  were  secured, 
when  Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  in  one  of  the  many 
Mexican  revolutions.  Santa  Anna  declared 
himself  the  champion  of  the  constitution  of 


1824,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Government. 
He  had  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  mad 
expedition  that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Spain 
to  subjugate  the  South  American  provinces. 
He  became  the  hero  of  Tampico.  The  patriots 
of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  put  down  the  tyrant 
Bustamente.  The  Texians  hoisted  his  flag — it 
was  considered  then  the  flag  of  liberty — they 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Santa 
Anna  to  operate  in  the  centre,  without  having 
a  foe  in  their  country.  He  did  operate;  he 
deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to  the  great  morti- 
fication and  disappointment  of  all  the  friends 
of  liberty  throughout  the  world,  he  got  into 
power  under  pretence  of  patriotisrn,  and  instant- 
ly overturned  the  constitution  of  his  country. 
He  started  to  rivet  the  chains  of  despotism  by 
abolishing  free  government,  and  substituting  a 
military  one,  in  the  manner  I  before  related. 
He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of  Colonel 
Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Anna's  men  with  less  than  half  that  number, 
and  placing  Jiors  de  combat  several  hundreds  of 
others,  will  live  immortal  in  story ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  warrior  and  his  brave  little 
band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  blackest 
treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spaniard's 
prowess,  yet  ages  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  of 
admiration  and  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  of 
those  immolated  heroes,  as  they  pass  the  fated 
spot. 

Next  m  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave 
and  gallant  Crockett,  with  his  one  hundred  and 
fifty  compeers,  headed  by  himself  and  Colonel 
Travis,  made  a  defence  against  five-and-twenty 
hundred  Mexicans,  which  would  do  honor  to 
any  general  in  any  age.  And  although  they 
fell,  they  fell  like  the  strong  man  of  old :  they 
pulled  down  the  pillars  of  Santa  Anna's  strength 
with  them ;  for  that  immortal  little  band  de- 
stroyed fourteen  hundred  of  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortality  around 
their  names  which  will  secure  them  the  bright- 
est page  in  history.  Their  heroic  deeds  will  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generations  yet  un- 
born, and  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Alamo 
will  generate  millions  of  men,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  freedom  throughout  the  world. 

A  brOliant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Houston 
and  his  army  were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles 
was  with  them.  The  battle  of  San  Jacinto  soon 
followed,  which  sealed  the  tyrant's  fate,  redeem- 
ing a  country  from  bondage]  and  proved  to  the 
world  that  tyranny  and  oppression  cannot  pre- 
vail against  that  indomitable  Anglo-Saxon  spirit 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

"What  I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been 
for  the  ear  of  those  who  have  though  less,  and 
perhaps  examined  less,  upon  the  subject  of  Texas 
than  I  have.  Many  have  gone  from  my  district, 
and  settled  in  that  country ;  some  of  them  have 
laid  down  their  lives  in  battling  for  their  rights; 
others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  feel 
intensely  for  those  who  have  gone  there.  This 
question  must  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  this 
session  in  some  way.    We  cannot  expect  to 
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satisfy  all ;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for  that.  If 
we  -were  to  wait  until  the  morning  of  the  resur- 
rection, many  here  would  not  vote  for  the 
recognition.  Other  and  far  different  motives 
than  the  situation  of  the  contending  parties 
will  govern  the  action  of  a  portion  of  this 
House.  There  are  some  who  feel  somewhat 
aristooratical  by  nature,  and  have  no  right  good 
will  for  republican  forms  of  government  any 
how ;  there  are  others  in  the  North  and  East 
who  think  that  an  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  might  probably  foUow  a  recog- 
nition of  her  independence,  and  that  the  balance 
of  power  would  be  thrown  in  that  direction ; 
others  are  fearful  it  will  be  a  slaveholding 
country.  We  may  as  well  meet  the  question 
at  once ;  it  has  to  be  met,  and  that  shortly. 
Ko  one  can  possibly  suppose  that  Mexico  can 
ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were 
permitted  to  use  the  language  of  the  heathen 
mythologists,  I  should  say  that  an  assembly  of 
the  gods  had  congregated  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  taking  into  consideration  the  wrongs 
and  oppressions  inflicted  upon  Texas,  and  that 
a  decree  had  been  registered  in  high  heaven 
that  Texas  shall  henceforth  be  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent. 


Wednesday,  March  1. 

Deposit  Banks — Secretary  of  tJie  Treasury — 
lieuien  M.  Whitney — Report  of  the  Investi- 
gating Committee. 

Mr.  Gaeland,  of  Virginia,  from  a  majority 
of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  4th 
day  of  January  last,  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  of  public 
money  have  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness at  the  Treasury  Department;  also,  the 
character  of  such  business ;  the  compensation 
received  by  said  agent ;  whether  employed  at 
the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  the 
Treasury  Departmelit ;  whether  he  receives  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department,  &c., 
reported  thereon  at  length,  concluding  with  the 
following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  of 
the  public  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  bus- 
iness with  the  Treasury  Department. 

2.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  no  agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between 
the  deposit  banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has 
been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  pro- 
curement of  said  Department. 

3.  Resolved,^  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  the  business  of  the  deposit  banks  with  the 
Treasury  Department  is  not  conducted  through  any 
agent,  but  is  transacted  directly  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  or  some  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

4.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  no  agent  in  any  way  connected  with  the  pub- 


ho  deposits,  since  the  removal  of  said  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  received  any  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department. 

5.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  several  of  the  deposit  banks  have  employed 
an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  informa- 
tion affecting  the  interests  of  said  banks,  both  from 
the  Treasury  Department  and  other  sources,  and 
transmitting  public  documents ;  that  agent  is  Keu- 
ben  M.  Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from  said 
banks  as  they  annually  deem  his  services  worth. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  upon  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  Petton,  from*the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted, at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  same, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  inserted 
in  the  journal  of  the  House,  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  this  committee ;  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  said 
committee  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  in 
future,  under  sufficient  penalties,  the  communi- 
cation of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposit 
or  any  other  banks,  which  concerns  all  banks 
alike. 

Funds  receivable  for  Lands  and  Gustom-house 
Duties. 
Mr.  Patton  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Senate's  biU 
designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenue  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  agreed  to — ^yeas  116,  nays  28. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  the 
House,  with  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs 
or  public  lands  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as  substitut- 
ing bank  notes  of  any  description  as  a  lawful  currency 
for  coin,  as  provided  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  ;  nor  to  deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue,  whether  derived  from  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  the  public  lands,  not  to  re- 
ceive in  payment,  for  any  sum  due  to  the  United 
States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  or  banks  which  the  said 
Secretary  may  have  reason  to  beheve  unworthy  of 
credit,  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  payments." 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  said  that,  at  any  other 
period  of  the  session  than  the  present,  he  might 
have  addressed  some  remarks  to  the  House  on 
this  subject,  but  he  would  now  forbear.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  misconstruction  of  the  act,  and 
securing  the  public  revenue  from  serious  frauds, 
had  brought  forward  this  amendment.  It  was, 
however,  for  the  House  to  adopt  or  reject  it, 
as  they  thought  proper ;  but  he  hoped  those 
gentlemen  who  were  so  solicitous  about  this 
bill  would  grant  Mm  the  privilege  of  recording 
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his  vote  upon  the  amendment.  Mr.  0.  then 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Laweenob  said  he  would  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House  more  than  a  moment. 
The  amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to 
most  of  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carefully,  and  he  believed  that  the 
effect  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before, 
to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful.  Its  effect 
would  be  to  destroy  the  bill,  to  neutralize  and 
to  nullify  every  valuable,  provision  in  it.  He 
stated  this  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  "West; 
for,  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  effect, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  the  same  as  the  Treas- 
ury order,  viz :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  region  of  the  land  offices,  down  to  a  specie 
basis;  to  drive  from  circulation  every  bank 
note,  which  would  be  converted  into  specie,  is- 
sued by  the  banks  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
land  offices ;  and,  in  place  of  their  own  paper, 
have  in  circulation  the  notes  of  distant  banks 
— those  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  N"ew 
England. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill ;  it  was  not  one  which  he 
would  have  offered,  nor  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Government,  so  far  as  the 
currency  was  concerned,  as  in  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  such  as  did  not  meet  his  concur- 
rence. He  believed  it  was  a  system  which, 
sooner  or  later,  would  inflict,  must  inflict,  on 
the  country  a  calamity  which  now  was  prob- 
ably little  anticipated.  He  believed  that  the 
currency  of  this  wide-extended  country  never 
could  be  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
central  controlling  power  over  the  State  banks. 
But  he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the 
House  was  too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the 
session,  to  be  occupied  by  him. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  said  gentlemen 
looked  upon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  the  Treas- 
ury order.  This  was  not  so ;  because  at  last  it 
left  the  matter  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
now  passed,  the  specie  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed. It  did  not  requii'e  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  for  the  public  revenue,  but  left  it  discre- 
tionary with  him  to  do  so  or  not.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  merely  declared  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  which  were  para- 
mount to  all  the  laws  which  could  be  passed  on 
the  subject.  If  the  bill  went  to  legalize  the 
notes  of  any  banks  in  payment  for  the  public 
revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  it  would 
receive  Isut  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Meboee  made  some  remarks  in  opposi- 


tion to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Mann,)  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  merely  rose  to  say  that  he 
should  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositions, 
and  amendments,  relating  to  the  currency  and 
money  in  which  the  public  dues  were  collected, 
as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 
chievous. By  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  could 
be  found  for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cured  or 
affected — pretended  to  be  designed  by  these 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  aris- 
ing out  of  having  in,  or  passing  through,  the 
Treasury  of  the  IJnited  States  such  vast  sums 
of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  for  some  time. 

He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  distri- 
bution, tariff,  breach  of  constituti'on,  consohda- 
tion ;  nothing  like  it.  AU  this  thing  is  done. 
The  money  has  been  raised  almost  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the  sums  that  paid  off 
our  debts,  and  left  this  balance  under  protect- 
ing duties ;  against  which  he  had  labored  aH 
he  could,  and  all  in  vain.  "What  should  be  done 
with  them?  He  knew  they  corrupted  the 
people's  agents,  in  the  States  as  well  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  we  can- 
not find  out  and  agree  upon  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as 
well  as  they  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  it. 

Mr.  Patton  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed 
the  amendment,  which  he  insisted  went  to 
nullify  the  bUl. 

Mr.  SuTHEELAND,  remarking  that  the  House 
and  the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  sub- 
ject, demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Galbeaith  inquired  if  the  previous  ques- 
tion would  cut  off  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  "Ways  and  Means. 

The  Ohaie  replied  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question — ^yeas  82,  nays  66. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  main  question  to 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  MoCaety  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  143,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  J.  Cal- 
hoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  6. 
Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crary,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Den- 
ny, Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  Gar- 
land, R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Eiland  Hall,  Hannegan, 
Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Haaeltine,  Henderson,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howai-d,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer  J. 
W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G. 
Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  J. 
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Mann,  Martin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mercer,  MilUgan,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Par- 
ker, Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinekney,  Potts, 
Eeed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Schenck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagener,  "Washington, 
"Webster,  "White,  Elisha  "Whittlesey,  L.  "WiUiams,  S. 
"Williams,  YeU— 143. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Chapin,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  FarUn,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Holt, 
Huntington,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Lansing, 
J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  "W.  Ma- 
son, M.  Mason,  McKay,  McEeon,  McLene,  Page, 
Parks,  r.  Pierce,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  "Ward,  "Wardwell — 59. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
(after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Habdin,  explan- 
atory of  his  reasons  for  voting  against  the 
bill.)  * 


TnuESDAT,  March  2. 
Investigation  Beports. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gauland,  the  report  of 


*  This  bill,  thougli  passing  both  Houses  by  so  large  a  vote, 
did  not  becomo  law,  remaining  unsigned  by  the  President 
on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  its  provisions,  after  consul- 
tation with  the  Attorney-General,  (Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Esq.,)  as  explained  in  the  following  declaration  communi- 
cated by  the  President  to  Congress,  and  filed  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State: — 

Reasons  of  President  JacJeson  for  not  acting  definitively  an 
the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  designating  and  limiting  the 
funds  receivablefor  the  revenues  of  the  United  States," 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  designating  and 
limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,"  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 
On  perusing  it,  I  found  its  provisions  so  complex  and  uncer- 
tain, that  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  on  several  important 
questions,  touching  its  construction  and  effect,  before  I  could 
decide  on  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  it  The  Attorney- 
General  toolc  up  the  sul^ect  immediately,  and  his  reply  was 
reported  to  me  this  day  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.  As  this  officer, 
after  a  careful  and  laborious  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a 
distinct  expression  of  his  opinion  on  the  points  proposed  to 
him,  still  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  construction  of  the 
bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  would  be  yet  a  subject  of  much 
perplexity  and  doubt,  (a  view  of  the  bill  entirely  coincident 
with  my  own,)  and  as  I  cannot  think  it  proper,  in  a  matter 
of  such  interest  and  of  SLich  constant  application,  to  approve 
a  bill  so  liable  to  diversity  of  Interpretations,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  I  have  not  had  time,  amid  the  duties  constantly 
pressing  on  me,  to  give  the  subject  that  deliberate  considera- 
tion whicli  its  importance  demands,  I  am  constrained  to  re- 
tain the  bill,  without  acting  definitively  therein ;  and  to  the 
end  that  my  reasons  for  this  step  may  bo  fhlly  understood 
I  shall  cause  this  paper,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
bfir         "      '  '^    ' - 


question,  to  be  deposited  in  the  De- 
lartmerit  of  State.    "Wasnlngton,  March  8, 1887,  one-quarter 


General,  and  the 

Eartmentof  Stat* 
eforo  twelve  r.  m. 


ANDEE"W  JACKSON. 
Note. — This  8d  of  March  was  the  last  day  of  General  Jack- 
son's presidential  service ;  and,  as  he  held  that  the  day  ended 
at  midnight,  he  took  care  to  do  this  last  official  act  before 
the  expiration  of  the  day,  and  to  preserve  the  evidence  of  it. 


the  minority  of  the  Select  Committee  of  which 
he  is  chairman,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Gaeland  moved  to  print  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  two  reports,  without  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the 
motion  at  this  time, 

Mr.  Hawbs  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by 
adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  "West  Point  Academy. 
Agreed  to — ^yeas  64,  nays  48. 

Fortification  Bill — Deposit  Clause. 

The  bUl  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  for  the  year  1837,  and  for  other 
purposes,  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  that  portion 
of  the  bill  which  provides  that  the  money  which 
may  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  reserving 
five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States,  according  to  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  regulate  the  public  de- 
posits, passed  June  28,  1836 ;  and  the  question 
was  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  their 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  would  make  but  a  remark 
or  two  upon  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to 
make  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  House  had  incorporated  the  clause  for  a 
distribution  of  any  surplus  which  might  be  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
States,  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  large  and 
decisive  majority.  The  Senate  amended  the 
bill  by  striking  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  this  House,  upon  a  reconsideration 
of  the  subject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decision, 
and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
by  a  majority  equally  decisive,  and  one  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  might  say  was  over- 
whelming. The  Senate  has  thought  proper, 
nevertheless,  to  insist  upon  its  amendment; 
and  the  question  is  now  presented,  whether  we 
shall  recede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken,  or 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measure  which  we  believe 
to  be  of  vital  interest.  The  question  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent  in- 
terest and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  now  to  decide  whether  this,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature — whether 
we,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom 
the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in  an  especial 
manner,  the  guardianship  and  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving the  public  treasure — shall  surrender  up 
our  trust,  abandon  our  own  views  of  public 
duty,  and  conform  to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the 
Senate.  A  principle  of  deep  interest  is  thus 
involved  in  this  question,  besides  that  of  mere 
expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular  measure 
under  consideration.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plainly  marked  out  to  us  ? 
Are  we  not  bound  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
justice  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  coimtry,  firmly  to  adhere  to  our 
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iarst  resolve  ?  Upon  the  point  of  expediency, 
whatever  doubt  may  have  existed  in  the  minds 
of  any,  whether  there  would  be  a  surplus  of 
any  considerable  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  proposition  was  first  submitted, 
surely  now,  since  the  land  bill  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  slightest  prospect 
remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session, 
there  is  no  longer  any  ground  of  uncertainty  as 
to  that  question.  AH  must  now  admit,  not 
only  that  there  will  be  a  surplus,  but  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  one ;  and  the  question  is 
now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over 
and  above  the  demands  of  the  public  service, 
will  be  more  secure  when  deposited  with  and 
distributed  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
inflated,  uncertain,  and  perilous  in  the  highest 
degree.  Those  who  think  the  States  less  safe 
or  trustworthy  than  the  numerous  State  banks 
which  hold  the  public  moneys  in  deposit,  will 
of  course  be  against  us.- 

Another  great  question  is  presented,  and 
must  be  decided  by  our  present  action.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  suffer  a  surplus  revenue,  the 
unavoidable  and  unforeseen  result  of  past  legis- 
lation, to  remain  in  the  national  Treasury  to 
tempt  the  next  Congress,  as  it  has  done  the 
present  one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  in  a  degree  and  in  a  manner  whol- 
ly inconsistent  with  every  idea  of  economy. 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  further  into  the  argu- 
ment. I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  the 
progress  of  this  measure,  that  I  considered  the 
argument,  both  for  and  against  it,  fuUy  before 
the  country  ;  and  I  conclude  by  moving  that 
this  House  do  insist  upon  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendment. 

The  Spbakee  said  that  motion,  if  rejected, 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  agree  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Vandeepoel  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  liis  mind,  he 
would  move  the  previous  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  Howell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question ;  which  were  refus- 
ed. And  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  should  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "  "Will  the  House  dis- 
agree to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ?  "  was 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers,   Chetwood,    Childs,   Nathaniel   H.   Claiborne, 


Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
French,  Kice  Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Henderson, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Inger- 
soll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Par- 
ker, James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Keed,  Eencher,  John  Eey- 
nolds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams — 110. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapm, 
John  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Glas- 
cock, Grantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  William  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McEim,  McLene,  Miller,  MuHenberg,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  i?ranklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpofil,  Wage- 
ner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise,  Tell— 94. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate. 


Feidat,  March  3. 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  HowAED  said  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which 
were  referred  numerous  memorials  from  claim- 
ants for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  to 
move  that  a  list  of  those  claimants,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  asserted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  claims,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  who  had  purchased  them 
at  a  small  price,  and  were  therefore  not  entitled 
to  as  much  justice  as  the  original  sufferers 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitioners;  and  the 
result  would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no 
foundation  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the  members  of 
the  House  would  test  its  accuracy  by  examin- 
ing the  names  of  the  claimants  in  the  several 
States. 

Mr.  II.  said  he  would  add,  upon  his  individ- 
ual responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
that,  from  a  laborious  investigation,  he  was 
satisfied  of  the  intrinsic  justice  of  these  claims, 
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and  believed  that  they  must  and  would  be  paid 
at  some  time  or  other.  As  far  as  Ms  voice 
could  reach,  he  encouraged  the  claimants  to 
persevere,  and  not  suffer  their  energy  to  be 
overcome  by  the  long  delay  which  had  been 
heretofore  painfully,  and,  he  would  add,  unjust- 
ly experienced. 
The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  list : 

Abstract  of  petitioners  on  account  of  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  and  whose  memorials  are  now 

before  Congress,  viz : 

From  the  State  of  Maine,  ....  69 

"  "  New  Hampshire,          -  58 

"  "  Vermont,   ....  2 

"  "  Massachusetts,             -        -  262 

"  "  Rhode  Island,     -        -        -  25 

"  "  Connecticut,        -  60 

"  "  New  York,.          -        -        .101 

"  "  New  Jersey,                           -  4 

"  "  Pemisylvania,     -        -  106 

"  "  Delaware,  6 

"  "  Maryland,    -                 -        -  124 

"  "  District  of  Columbia,   -  20 

"  •'  Virginia,     -                 -  49 

"  "  North  Carolina,            .  25 

"  "  South  Carolina,  2Y 

"  "  Georgia,              -  3 

"  "  Kentucky,  8 

"  Ohio,          ....  6 

"  "  Alabama,    -  2 

"  "  Mississippi,         .                 -  1 

"  "  Louisiana,                              .  2 

"  "  Missouri,              -  1 

"  "  Indiana,      .                .        .  i 


Total, 


956 


And  the  following  appears  to  be  a  proper 
classification  of  the  above-stated  petitioners, 
viz : 

Petitions  of  original  claimants  in  their  own  right,  445 


.3  S 


of  administrators, 

of  executors, 

for  lieirs, 

for  estates, 

as  surviving  partners, 

as  guardians, 

■widows  for  estates, 

as  assignees  of  bank- 
rupts and  as  trustees 
of  insolvents. 


of  insurance  companies,  as  assignees 

of  original  claimants,  for  losses 

covered  by  insurance,  -        -        - 

of  original  claimants,  "  for  self  and 

others,"     -        .        . 

"  "  "by  attorney," 

"  by  agents,"  - 

Total,        .... 


107 

113 

37 

45 

79 

2 

4 


52 


439 


18 

13 
23 
18 

So6 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to,  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Wise,  from  the  Select  Committee  appomt- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  presented  the  reports 


of  the  majority  and  minority  of  that  committee, 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individual  member  of 
the  committee,  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  accompanying  documents,  be  print- 
ed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Fortification  Bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  1837 ;  which  said  bill  had  been  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  a  message  that  that  body 
insisted  on  its  amendment,  by  which  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  such  surplus  revenue  as  might  remain 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
regulate  the  public  deposits,  approved  June  23, 
1836,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bell,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
urging  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  mo- 
tion he  was  about  to  make,  moved  that  the 
House  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  and 
decided — yeas  106,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  insisted  on  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Thanis  to  tie  Speaher. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MuHLENBEEa,  (Mr.  Pieeoe, 
of  New  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occupy- 
ing the  chair,) 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  James  K.  Polk, 
for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
which  he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and 
performed  the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  the 
Chair. 

Fortification  Bill — Distribution  of  the 
Surplus. 

Mr.  Bell  then  asked  the  general  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee 
of  conference. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  Bell  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker :  The 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  similar  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the 
"  biU  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  that  clause  proposing  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement.  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  fact  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed 
to  take  such  other  steps  as  it  should  think 
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proper  ;  and  he  now  moved  that  the  House  do 
adhere  to  their  disagreement. 

Mr.  Hawks  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bell,  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendnient — 

Mr.  Cambkeleng  said,  as  this  was  the  last 
vote  that  could  he  taken  on  this  subject,  he  had 
merely  to  state  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the 
bill  was  lost.  [Loud  cries  of  order  I  order  1 
from  several  parts  of  the  hall ;  and  if  Mr.  0. 
did  make  any  additional  remarks,  his  voice  was 
entirely  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Mr.  Geangeb.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  announced  that 
this  biU  was  lost  if  .the  House  adhered.  How 
did  he  know  that  2 

Mr.  Oambeeleng.  I  have  the  assurance  from 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Beli,  remarked  that  the  gentleman's  de- 
claration was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  The 
committee  of  three  persons  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  or  any  number  of  gentlemen  of  that 
House,  might  think  that,  because  that  commit- 
tee could  come  to  no  agreement,  the  body  it 
represented  might  not.  But  nothing  could  be 
more  true  than  that  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  vote  for  or  speak  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  majority  of 
it.  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
sentiments ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a 
committee.  Neither  could  speak  or  vote  for 
the  whole  body  or  a  majority  of  it ;  else  why 
the  necessity  of  approving,  disapproving,  adopt- 
ing, or  i-ejeeting  their  report  ? 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what 
had  taken  place  before  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Ohaib  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
Pieeoe,  of  New  Hampshire)  said  the  point 
ought  to  have  been  raised  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Adams  had  understood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  the  gentleman  was  loudly  called 
to  order ;  and  Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Speaker  at  once  to  have  arrested  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chaik  had  heard  no  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place  and  raise  the  point  of  order,  or  he 
should  have  at  once  entertained  it. 

Mr.  Adams.  "Was  it  in  order  for  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  to  intimidate,  or  to  make 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the 
members  of  this  House  in  the  votes  they  might 
be  about  to  give  ? 

The  Ohaie  had  not  heard  any  "  intimidation  " 
thrown  out  by  the  member  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  said,  gentlemen  might  take 
the  responsibility  of  losing  the  fortification  bill 
if  they  pleased.  Upon  him  at  least  it  woidd 
not  rest,  and  he  should  vote  to  recede. 


Mr.  Vaist)Bepoei,  thought  it  entirely  useless 
to  be  indulging  in  recrimination  on  this  subject. 
He  believed  every  man  had  made  up  his  mind, 
and  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility,  if 
any  there  was,  or  would  be,  in  this  matter. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  perfectly  ready  and 
willing  to  take  his  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
against  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  this  bill  in 
the  first  instance,  because  it  contained  what  he 
believed  to  be  a  most  obnoxious  principle — that 
of  distribution;  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
counterbalanced  and  overbalanced  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  willing 
to  vote  against  it  again,  on  the  same  ground, 
and  to  assume  his  share  of  the  responsibility ; 
but,  believing  that  speeches  would  make  no 
converts,  he  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
without  further  debate. 

Mr.  Lajte  said,  the  hill  called  the  deposit  bill 
of  the  last  session  sprang  from  a  legitimate 
source,  from  one  of  the  standing  committees, 
and  was  a  bOl  connected  with  but  a  single 
other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known, 
officially  known,  that  a  large  surplus  had  and 
would  accumulate  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  time 
for  the  action  of  Congress,  and  an  apparent 
necessity  for  it.  Otherwise,  in  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill — a  biU  upon  which  the  safety 
of  our  commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  and 
the  national  honor,  depend — at  the  close  of  the 
session;  not  a  bill  of  this  House,  but  of  the 
Senate.  The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur. 
This  House  has  adhered.  The  Senate  again 
refuse  to  concur,  and,  in  all  due  courtesy,  has 
asked  a  committee  of  conference.  That  com- 
mittee fail  to  agree ;  and  it  now  remains  to  bo 
determined  whether  this  House  wOl  recede ;  if 
it  does  not,  the  fortification  bill,  so  important 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  must  fall. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amend- 
ment would  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  the  fortification  biU,  there  would  exist 
some  reason  for  firmness ;  but  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legislation  which, 
by  the  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recede,  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  the  fortification  bill — to  refuse  is  the 
loss  of  both.  This  House  must  recede,  or  they 
sleep  together. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  called  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such 
a  vote ;  a  vote  that  would  not  only  put  a  stop 
to  all  the  public  works  now  in  progress,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  but  blight  the 
national  credit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith.  Existing  contracts  must  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  to  fulfil  them. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  when  does  the  amendment 
propose  to  deposit  the  surplus  revenue  ?  Not 
until  January,  1838. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  call  upon  honorable 
members  to  say  if  any  necessity  existed  for 
such  premature  action  upon  the  subject  of  the 
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surplus  revenue.  The  amendment  proposed  to 
distribute  in  January,  1838,  before  it  can  be 
known  whether  there  will  be  any  to  distribute. 
A  war  with  Mexico,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed 
up  for  national  defence.  Suppose  a  large  sur- 
plus should  accumulate,  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Congress  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject before  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  could 
take  effect.  Sir,  this  House  has  but  a  few 
hours  to  act ;  the  next  Congress  will  have  a 
month.  From  estimates  laid  before  them,  they 
will  be  able  to  act  advisedly  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope 
that  this  question  was  not  to  be  debated  again 
at  this  late  hour ;  and  he  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Glascock.  I  second  the  motion,  for  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  not  be  debated  any  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
then  seconded  by  the  House — yeas  135 ;  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Beiggs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  lOV,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.  Cal- 
lioon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childa,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Forester,  Fowler,  French,  R.  Garland,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mont- 
gomery, Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  W.  B.  Shep- 
ard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  W.  Thomson,  Turner,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams — lOY. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng.  Chapman,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Konnon,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton, 
F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagoner,  AVard,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Wise,  Yell— 87. 

So  the  House  determined  to  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment ;  and 
a  message  was  sent  to  that  body,  by  its  Clerk, 
notifying  tliem  of  the  fact. 
You  Xni.— 22 


Speaker's  Address. 

The  Speakeb  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  :  The  twenty-fourth  Congress  has  now 
closed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  dis- 
solved, I  seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  re- 
turn to  this  House  my  profound  acknowledgments  for 
the  many  evidences  I  have  had  of  your  indulgent 
kindness,  and  generous  confidence  and  support,  dur- 
ing the  period  I  have  presided  over  your  delibera- 
tions ;  but  more  especially  do  I  return  to  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  vote  you  have  been  pleased 
this  day  to  pass,  approving  my  official  conduct  in  the 
chair.  No  language,  gentlemen,  can  adequately  con- 
vey the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which  this  testimonial 
of  your  good  opinion  has  excited  in  my  breast.  The 
gratification  which  it  has  afforded  is  the  greater,  be- 
cause the  resolution  which  you  have  passed  conveys 
the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  long 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewit- 
nesses of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House,  and  whose  friendship,  esteem,  and  confidence, 
I  shall  cherish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  station  with 
a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  must  often 
devolve  upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  so  to  discharge  those  duties  as 
to  merit  the  respect  and  good  opinion  of  this  House 
and  the  approbation  of  the  country.  I  have  had  no 
other  desire  than  that  the  rules  and  parliamentary 
laws  by  which  our  proceedings  are  regulated  should 
be  properly  expounded  and  correctly  administered. 
It  is  due  to  candor  to  say  that  the  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  which  you  have  upon  all  occasions 
given  me  has  alone  enabled  me  successfully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  assigned  me.  The  anxiety  and  so- 
licitude which  I  have  often  felt,  and  especially  in 
seasons  of  great  political  excitement,  from  which  our 
deliberations  have  not  been  exempt,  to  perform  my 
duty,  not  only  with  faithfulness,  but  acceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country,  can  be  known  and  ap- 
preciated only  by  him  who  has  filled  this  chair. 
Amidst  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which 
have  often  surrounded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasure, 
upon  all  occasions,  to  court  the  advice  and  correc- 
tion of  the  House  if  I  erred ;  and  it  is  a  source  of 
the  highest  gratification  to  me  to  know  that,  upon 
the  numerous  occasions  when  the  House  has  been 
appealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  official  decisions 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  promptly 
given  me  your  support.  I  am  not  vain  enough  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our 
deliberations,  during  which  many  difficult  and  often 
novel  questions  of  parliamentary  law  and  practice 
have  been  suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  de- 
cision, without  having  often  fallen  into  error.  If, 
however,  I  have  erred,  I  trust  it  has  not  been  on  pomts 
material ;  I  know  it  has  not  been  intentional ;  and 
the  approbation  of  my  official  conduct  which  you 
have  this  day  expressed  affords  the  highest  proof  that 
you  have  generously  overlooked  my  errors,  and  done 
more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied  efforts  I  have 
made  to  merit  your  good  opinion,  and,  so  far  as  de- 
pended on  my  official  acts,  to  promote  the  interests 
of  our  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  our  deliberations  as 
the  representatives  of  the  nation,  there  has  been 
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occasional  excitement  or  fdtling,  growing  out  of 
political  collisions,  the  natural  o£fspring  of  honest 
differences  of  opinion,  now  that  we  are  about  to  sep- 
arate, many  of  us  never  again  to  meet  in  this  hall,  or 
"  this  side  the  grave,"  may  we  not  hope  that  all  re- 
collection of  unpleasant  incidents  that  are  passed  may 
be  forgotten,  and  that  each  one  of  us,  whatever  may 
be  his  future  destiny,  may  devote  himself  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  our  country.  In 
taliing  leave  of  you,  gentlemen,  I  wish  you  a  safe 


return  to  your  families  and  friends ;  and  my  prayer 
is,  that  tlie  blessings  of  an  overruling  Providence 
may  rest  upon  you  all. 

And  now  it  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  the 
last  duty  assigned  me,  by  the  adjournment  of  this 
House,  and,  accordingly,  I  announce  that  this  House 
stands  adjourned  without  day. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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BEGUN   AT    THE    CITY    OF   WASHINGTON,    SEPTEMBER    i,    1837. 


PEOCEEDINGS  AT  EXTRA  SESSION. 


ffijEetntibe  §obamtrd  for  l^t  f ^:rtent|[  frtsibttttial  fjerm  tommttttbg  4tlj  Part^f,  X&S7,  attit  enbing 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  of  New  York,  President. 
RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  Vice  President. 


Secretary  of  State. 
John  Forsyth.     [Appointed  in  the  previous  term.] 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Levi    Woodbukt.      [Appointed    in  the  previous 
terra.] 

Secretary  of  War. 
Joel  R.  Poinsett.     [Appointed  4th  March,  1837.] 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Mahlon  Dickerson.     [Appointed  in  the  previous 
term. 

Postmaster  General. 
Amos  Kendall.     [Appointed  in  the  previous  term.] 

Attorney  General. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler.     [Appointed  in  the  previous 
term.] 


PEOCEEDDSTGS  m  THE  SENATE.* 


In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  by  the 
constitution,  the  President  of  the  "United  States, 
on  the  15th  day  of  May,  caused  to  he  issued  the 
proclamation  which  follows : 

Whereas  great  and  weighty  matters,  claiming  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 


*  LIST  OF  MEMBEE9  OP  THE  SENATE. 

Maine. — John  Kuggles,  Euel  Williams. 
iTew  Hampshire. — Henry  Hubbard,  Franklin  Pierce. 
Massachusetts. — John  Davis,  Daniel  Webster. 
Rhode  /stond.— Nohemiah  E.  Knight,  Ashcr  Bobbins. 
Connecticut.— So\m  M.  Niles,  Perry  Smith. 

F«rmon.t— Samuel  Prentiss,  Benjamin  Swift. 
Nem  rorfc— Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  Silas  Wright 
Sew  ./erscy.— Samuel  L.  Southard,  Garrett  D.  Wall. 
Pennsyh>ania. — James  Buchanan,  Samuel  McKean. 
Z>efciwar«.— Richard  H.  Bayard,  Thomas  Clayton. 
Maryland. — Joseph  Kent,  John  S.  Spence. 

Firorinia.— William  0.  Elves,  John  J.  Eoane. 


form  an  extraordinary  occasion  for  convening  them, 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  appoint  the  first  Monday  of 
September  next  for  their  meeting  at  the  city  of 
Washington ;  hereby  requiring  the  respective  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble 
in  Congress,  in  order  to  receive  such  communications 
as  may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  consult  and 


North  OzroZmo.— Bedford  Brown,  Eobert  Strange. 
SovXh  Carolina.—John  C.  Calhoun,  William  C.  Preston. 
Georgia. — Alfred  Cuthbert,  John  P.  King, 
^to&amo.— Clement  C.  Clay,  WilUam  E.  King. 
Mississippi. — John  Blacl;,  Eobert  J.  Wallter. 
Louisiana. — Alexander  Mouton,  Eobert  C.  Nicholas. 
Tennessee.— 'EeXi^  Srundy,  Hugh  L.  White. 
Eentucky.-HnTiTY  Clay,  John  J.  Crittenden. 
Arkansas.— 'WiWiam  S.  Fulton,  Ambrose  H.  Sevier. 
Missouri. — Thomas  H.  Benton,  Lewis  F.  Linn. 
-TOirtOM.— John  M.  Eobinson,  Eichard  M.  Young. 
/Tjdiowu.— Oliver  H.  Smith,  John  Tipton. 
OAto.— William  Allen,  Thomas  Morris. 
Michigan.— liacl-aa  Lyon,  John  Norvell. 
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determine  on  such  measures  as  in  tlieir  wisdom  may 
be  deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  s.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  fifteenth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  the 
sixty-first.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

By  the  President : 

John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State. 


MoKDAT,  September  4,  183T. 

This  being  the  day  designated  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  a  special  meeting  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, the  Senate  assembled  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  at  the  Capitol,  at  the  usual  hour  of 
12  o'clock. 

Hon.  RicHAED  M.  JonNsoif,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  called  the  Senate  to  order 
at  12  o'clock,  when  forty -two  Senators  appeared 
in  their  seats. 

Mr.  KisTG,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Messrs.  C.  0.  Olat  and  Eobeet  Steange, 
Senators  as  abo"ve,  who  took  the  usual  oath. 

Mr.  EivES  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
EoANE,  Senator  as  above,  who  was  also  quali- 
fied. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kixg,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  instructed  to  inform 
the  House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  was  now  present,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  join  a  similar  committee  from  the 
House,  in  order  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Congress 
was  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  such  com- 
munication as  he  might  have  to  make ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Ohaie  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama,  authorized  to  appoint  the  said  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  Weight,  and  Mr.  Xxsa,  of  Ala- 
bama, were  appointed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linn,  the  usual  number 
of  newspapers  was  ordered  for  the  use  of  the 
Senators. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate ;  whereupon  Stephen 
Haight  (the  late  doorkeeper)  was  unanimously 
elected,  at  the  first  balloting,  Sergeant-at-arms 
to  the  Senate,  in  room  of  the  late  Sergeant, 
Mr.  Shaokfoed,  deceased ;  and  at  the  third 
balloting,  Mr.  Bdwaed  Wybe  was  elected  (out 
of  many  candidates)  Doorkeeper  in  room  of 
Mr.  Haight. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  September  5. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  through  Mr.  Feanklin,  their 


Clerk,  announcing  to  the  Senate  that  a  quorum 
of  the  House  had  assembled,  had  elected  a 
Speaker,  had  concurred  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  ■ 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Weight,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  was 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the  President 
had  expressed  to  them  his  intention  to  com- 
municate to  the  two  Houses,  in  writing,  this 
day  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  accordingly  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Van 
BuEEN,  his  private  secretary,  and  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  as  follows : 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  regulating  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  the  em- 
ployment of  State,  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for 
that  purpose,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  discontinue  the  use  of  such  of  them  as 
should  at  any  time  refuse  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
specie,  and  to  substitute  other  banks,  provided  a  suiH- 
cient  number  could  be  obtained  to  receive  the  public 
deposits  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  therem  pre- 
scribed. The  general  and  almost  simultaneous  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  May  last, 
rendered  the  performance  of  his  duty  imperative,  in 
respect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under  the 
act ;  and  made  it,  at  the  same  time,  impracticable  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
scribed conditions.  The  specific  regulations  estab- 
lished by  Congress  for  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  having  thus  unexpectedly  become 
inoperative,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afford  you  an 
early  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  your  supervisory 
powers  over  the  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  suspenaon  of 
specie  payments,  increasing  the  embarrassments  before 
existing  in  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  wonld 
so  far  diminish  the  public  revenue,  that  the  accruing 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  would  not,  with  the  reserved 
five  millions,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable 
expenses  of  the  Government,  until  the  usual  period  for 
the  meeting  of  Congress ;  whilst  the  authority  to  call 
upon  the  States  for  a  portion  of  the  sums  deposited 
with  them,  was  too  restricted  to  enable  the  Depart- 
ment to  realize  a  sufiicient  amount  from  that  source. 
These  apprehensions  have  been  justified  by  subsequent 
results,  which  render  it  certain  that  this  deficiency 
will  occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  provided  by 
Congress. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  in- 
terest, in  meeting  their  engagements,  induced  them 
to  apply  to  me,  previously  to  the  actual  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  for  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for 
duties;  and  all  the  relief  authorized  by  law  was 
promptly  and  cheerfully  granted.  The  dependence 
of  the  Treasury  upon  the  avails  of  these  bonds,  to 
enable  it  to  make  the  deposits  with  the  States  required 
by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  thia  indulgence 
to  the  first  of  September,  but  it  has  since  been  ex- 
tended to  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  might 
be  submitted  to  your  further  direction. 
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Questions  were  also  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess 
in  respect  to  the  October  instalment  of  those  deposits, 
requiring  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

A  provision  of  another  act,  passed  about  the  same 
time,  and  intended  to  secure  a  faithful  compliance 
with  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  all 
demands  upon  them  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  pro- 
hibited the  offer  of  any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on 
the  spot  into  gold  or  silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder ; 
and  the  ability  of  the  Government,  with  millions  on 
deposit,  to  meet  its  engagements  in  the  manner  thus 
required  by  law,  was  rendered  very  doubtful  by  the 
event  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unex- 
pected exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Congress  ; 
convinced  that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the  regular 
period  of  your  meeting ;  and  desirous  also  to  enable 
you  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
stitutional powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I 
could  not,  with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the 
inconvenience  of  assembling  at  as  early  a  day  as  the 
state  of  the  popular  representation  would  permit.  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to  your  feelings, 
in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  will  be  cheerfully 
encountered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  through 
which  we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  discus- 
sion arose,  and  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as 
to  its  real  causes.  This  was  not  surprising.  The 
operations  of  credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influ- 
ences which  affect  them  so  numerous,  and  often  so 
subtle,  that  even  impartial  and  well-informed  persons 
are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to  them.  To 
inherent  difficulties  were  also  added  other  tendencies, 
which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discovery 
of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  disapproved  the  policy  of  the  Goverbment  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  would,  in  the  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  produced  by  the  occasion,  fail  to  attrib- 
ute to  that  policy  any  extensive  embarrassment  in 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  The  matter  thus 
became  connected  with  the  passions  and  conflicts  of 
party ;  opinions  were  more  or  less  affected  by  politi- 
cal considerations ;  and  differences  were  prolonged 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  determined  by  an 
appeal  to  facts,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or  by  mu- 
tual concession.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection 
that  circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a 
community  so  intelligent  as  ours  from  ultimately  ar- 
riving at  correct  conclusions.  Encouraged  by  the  firm 
belief  of  this  truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  so 
far  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  remedies  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  propose,  and  of  the 
reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led  to  recommend 
them. 

The  history  of  trade  in  the  United  States  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years  affords  the  most  convincing  evi- 
dence that  our  present  condition  is  chiefly  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of  busi- 
ness ;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  im- 
pulses from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its 
destructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of  bank 
paper  and  by  other  faciUties,  for  the  acquisition  and 
enlargement  of  credit.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1834,  the  banking  capital  of  the  United 
States,  including  that  of  the  national  bank  then  exist- 
ing, amounted  to  about  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation  to  about 
ninety-five  millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts  of 


the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  millions. 
Between  that  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts 
have  been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased 
to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions  ;  our 
paper  circulation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts  to  more  than 
four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  millions.  To  this  vast 
increase  are  to  be  added  the  many  millions  of  credit, 
acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans,  contracted  by 
the  States  and  State  institutions,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
lavish  accommodations  extended  by  foreign  dealers  to 
our  merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and 
.oi  the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  engendered  by 
it,  were  a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  es- 
timated in  March  last  at  more  than  thirty  millions  of 
dollars ;  the  extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our 
country  of  credits  for  supplies,  greatly  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people ;  the  investment  of  thirty-nine 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  in  unproductive  public 
lands,  in  the  years  1835  and  1836,  whilst  in  the  preced- 
ing year  the  sales  amounted  to  only  four  and  a  half 
millions  ;  the  creation  of  debts,  to  an  almost  countless 
amount,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or  anticipated  cities 
and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now 
seen  to  have  been  greatly  disproportionate  to  their 
real  value  ;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in  im- 
provements which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident ;  the  diversion  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been 
applied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
expenditure  of  large  sums  in  the  importation  of 
grain  from  Europe — an  expenditure  which,  amount- 
ing in  1834  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars  ; 
and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  and  espe- 
cially in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxurious 
habits,  founded  too  often  on  merely  fancied  wealth, 
and  detrimental  alike  to  the  industry,  the  resources, 
and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  impossible  that  such  a  state  of  things 
could  long  continue,  that  the  prospect  of  revulsion 
was  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before 
it  actually  came.  None,  however,  had  correctly  an- 
ticipated its  severity.  A  concurrence  of  circumstan- 
ces, inadequate  of  themselves  to  produce  such  wide- 
spread and  calamitous  embarrassments,  tended  so 
greatly  to  aggravate  them,  that  they  cannot  be  over- 
looked in  considering  their  history.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss 
of  capital  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium 
in  the  fire  of  December,  1835 — a  loss  the  effects  of 
which  were  underrated  at  the  time,  because  postponed 
for  a  season  by  the  great  facilities  of  credit  then  exist- 
ing ;  the  disturbing  effects,  in  our  commercial  cities, 
of  the  transfers  of  the  public  moneys  required  by  the 
deposit  law  of  June,  1836  ;  and  the  measures  adopted 
by  the  foreign  creditors  of  our  merchants  to  reduce 
their  debts,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  United  States 
a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  hereto- 
fore have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief 
instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  developments  subsequently  made,  and 
the  actual  condition  of  other  commercial  countries, 
must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dispel  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  It  has  since  appeared  that  evils, 
similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves,  have  been  ox- 
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perienced  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  continent,  and, 
indeed,  tliroughout  the  commercial  world  ;  and  that 
in  other  countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have 
been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement 
of  the  boundaries  of  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by 
unprecedented  expansions  of  the  systems  of  credit.  A 
reference  to  the  amount  of  banking  capital,  and  the 
issues  of  paper  credit  put  in  circulation  in  Great 
Britain,  by  banks,  and  in  other  ways,  during  the  years 
1834,  1835,  and  1836,  will  show  an  augmentation  of 
the  paper  currency  there,  as  much  disproportioned  to 
the  real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States.  With 
this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  arose  in 
that  country  also  a  spirit  of  adventurous  speculation, 
embracing  the  whole  range  of  human  enterprise. 
Aid  was  profusely  given  to  projected  improvements ; 
large  investments  were  made  in  foreign  stocks  and 
loans ;  credits  for  goods  were  granted  with  unbounded 
liberality  to  merchants  in  foreign  countries ;  and  all 
the  means  of  acquiring  and  employing  credit  were 
put  in  active  operation,  and  extended  in  their  effects 
to  every  department  of  business,  and  to  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  proportioned  in  its 
violence  to  the  extraordinary  character  of  the  events 
which  preceded  it.  The  commercial  community  of 
Great  Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  their  debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  sudden- 
ly deprived  of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but 
called  upon  for  payments,  which,  in  the  actual  pos- 
ture of  things  here,  could  only  be  made  through  a 
general  pressure,  and  at  the  most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  sincere  inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction 
that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both  countries  have 
been  substantially  the  same.  Two  nations,  the  most 
commercial  in  the  world,  enjoying  but  recently  the 
highest  degree  of  apparent  prosperity,  and  maintaining 
with  each  other  the  closest  relations,  are  suddenly,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  and  without  any  great  na- 
tional disaster,  arrested  in  their  career,  and  plunged 
into  a  state  of  embarrassment  and  distress.  In  both 
countries,  we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ;  the  same 
spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  successes ;  the 
same  difficulties  and  reverses ;  and,  at  length,  nearly 
the  same  overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  mate- 
rial difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries 
has  only  been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred 
an  extensive  derangeftient  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments,  occasioned  by  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

The  history  of  these  causes  and  effects  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  substantially  the 
history  of  the  revulsion  in  all  other  commercial  coun- 
tries. 

The  present  and  visible  effects  of  these  circum- 
stances on  the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  on 
the  industry  of  the  people,  point  out  the  objects  which 
call  for  your  immediate  attention. 

They  are — to  regulate  by  law  the  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ; 
to  designate  the  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the 
Government ;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  prompt- 
ly every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopt- 
ed, as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further 
measures,  within  the  constitutional  competency  of 
Congress,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 


enterprise,  and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

For  the  deposit,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue.  National  and  State  banks  have  always,  with 
temporary  and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore 
employed ;  but,  although  advocates  of  each  system 
are  still  to  be  found,  it  is  apparent  that  the  events  of 
the  last  few  months  have  greatly  augmented  the  de- 
sire, long  existing  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  those  of  individuals  or  corporations. 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemn- 
ly and  unequivocally  expressed.  On  no  question  of 
domestic  policy  is  there  stronger  evidence  that  the 
Sentiments  of  a  large  majority  are  deliberately  fixed ; 
and  I  cannot  concur  with  those  who  think  they  see, 
in  recent  events,  a  proof  that  these  sentiments  are, 
or  a  reason  that  they  should  be,  changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  character,  have 
heretofore  frequently  occurred,  without  produciag 
any  such  change ;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must 
be  forgotten,  if  we  suppose  that  the  present  overthrow 
of  credit  would  have  been  prevented  by  the  existence 
of  a  national  bank.  Proneness  to  excessive  issues  has 
ever  been  the  vice  of  the  banking  system  ;  a  vice  as 
prominent  in  national  as  in  State  institutions.  Thia 
propensity  is  as  subservient  to  the  advancement  of 
private  interests  in  the  one  as  in  the  other ;  and  those 
who  direct  them  both,  being  principally  guided  by 
the  same  views,  and  influenced  by  the  same  motives, 
will  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  to  extravagance  of 
enterprise  by  improvidence  of  credit.  How  striking- 
ly is  this  conclusion  sustained  by  experience  !  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  vast  powers  con- 
ferred on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent 
former  and  similar  embarrassments ;  nor  has  the  still 
greater  strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess  under  its 
present  charter,  enabled  it,  in  the  existing  emergency, 
to  check  other  institutions,  or  even  to  save  itself.  In 
Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been  seen,  the  same 
causes  have  been  attended  with  the  same  efiects,  a 
national  bank,  possessing  powers  far  greater  than  are 
asked  for  by  the  warmest  advocates  of  such  an  insti- 
tution here,  has  also  proved  unable  to  prevent  an  un- 
due expansion  of  credit,  and  the  evils  that  flow  from 
it.  Nor  can  I  find  any  tenable  ground  for  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  in  the  derangement 
alleged  at  present  to  exist  in  the  domestic  exchanges 
of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities  it  may  be  capable  of 
affording  them.  Although  advantages  of  this  sort  were 
anticipated  when  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  created,  they  were  regarded  as  am  incidental  ac- 
commodation ;  not  one  which  the  Federal  Government 
was  bound,  or  could  be  called  upon,  to  furnish.  This 
accommodation  is  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not 
many  years,  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  du- 
ties, and  an  omission  to  aid  and  regulate  commercial 
exchange  is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious 
complaint.  Such  results  only  serve  to  exemplify  the 
constant  desire,  among  some  of  our  citizens,  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  extend  its  control 
to  subjects  with  which  it  should  not  interfere.  _  They 
can  never  justify  the  creation  of  an  institution  to 
promote  such  objects.  On  the  contrary,  theyjusUy 
excite  among  the  community  a  more  diligent  inquiry 
into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  trade, 
towards  whith  it  is  desired  to  extend  such  peculiar 
favors. 

The  various  transactions  which  bear  the  name  of 
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domestic  exchanges,  diifer  essentially  in  theii'  nature, 
operation,  and  utility.  One  class  of  them  consists  of 
bills  of  exchange,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transfer- 
ring actual  capital  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  or  to  anticipate  the  proceeds  of  property  ac- 
tually transmitted.  Bills  of  this  description  are  highly 
useful  in  the  movements  of  trade,  and  well  deserve 
all  the  encouragement  which  can  rightfully  be  given 
to  them.  Another  class  is  made  up  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital,  nor  on 
the  credit  of  property  transmitted,  but  to  create  ficti- 
tious capital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  character  of 
notes  discounted  in  bank,  and  of  bank  notes  in  circu- 
lation, and  swelling  the  mass  of  paper  credits  to  a  vast 
extent,  in  the  most  objectionable  manner.  These 
bills  have  formed,  for  the  last  few  years,  a  large 
proportion  of  what  are  termed  the  domestic  exchanges 
of  the  country,  serving  as  the  means  of  usurious 
profit,  and  constituting  the  most  unsafe  and  precarious 
paper  in  circulation.  This  species  of  trafiSc,  instead 
of  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

In  transferring  its  funds  from  place  to  place,  the 
Government  is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private 
citizen,  and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It 
may  do  so  through  the  medium  of  bills  drawn  by 
itself,  or  purchased  from  others  ;  and  in  these  opera- 
tions it  may,  in  a  manner  undoubtedly  constitutional 
and  legitimate,  facilitate  and  assist  exchanges  of  in- 
dividuals founded  on  real  transactions  of  trade.  The 
extent  to  which  this  may  be  done,  and  the  best 
means  of  affecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  con- 
sideration. This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to 
you  in  his  report. 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that 
the  Government  should  assume  the  management  of 
domestic  or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  au- 
thorized to  regulate  by  law  the  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of 
value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold  and  silver ; 
but  it  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the 
transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  As 
justly  might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  their  merchandise.  These  are  opera- 
tions of  trade.  They  ought  to  be  conducted  by 
those  who  are  interested  in  them,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other  pursuits 
are  encountered  by  other  classes  of  citizens.  Such 
aid  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  countries. 
Throughout  Europe,  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  for- 
eign exchanges  are  carried  on  by  private  houses, 
often,  if  not  generally,  without  the  assistance  of 
banks.  Yet  they  extend  throughout  distinct  sover- 
eignties, and  far  exceed  in  amount  the  real  ex- 
changes of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  reason 
why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  with  equal  cheapness  and  safety.  Certainly 
this  might  be  accomplished,  if  it  were  favored  by 
those  most  deeply  interested ;  and  few  can  doubt 
that  their  own  interest,  as  well  aa  the  general  welfare 
of  the  country,  would  be  promoted  by  leaving  such 
a  subject  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  it  properly 
belongs.  A  system  founded  on  private  interest, 
enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the  aid  of  legis- 
lative grants  or  regulations  by  law,  would  rapidly 
prosper ;  it  would  be  free  from  the  influence  of  po- 
litical agitation,  and  extend  the  same  exemption  to 
trade  itself ;  and  it  would  put  an  end  to  those  com- 
pliunts  of  neglect,  partiality,  injustice,  and  oppression, 


which  are  the  unavoidable  results  of  interference  by 
the  Government  in  the  proper  concerns  of  individ- 
uals. All  former  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  its  legislation,  in  this  respect,  fur- 
ther than  was  designed  by  the  constitution,  have  in 
the  end  proved  injurious,  and  have  served  only  to 
convince  the  great  body  of  the  people,  more  and 
more,  of  the  certain  dangers  of  blending  private  in- 
terests with  the  operations  of  public  business ;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  repetition  of 
them  now  would  be  more  successful. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  our 
community,  opinions  and  feelings  on  this  subject  in 
direct  opposition  to  each  other.  A  large  pontion  of 
them,  combining  great  intelligence,  activity,  and  in- 
fluence, are  no  doubt  sincere  in  their  belief  that  the 
operations  of  trade  ought  to  be  assisted  by  such  a 
connection ;  they  regard  a  national  bank  as  necessary 
for  this  purpose,  and  they  are  disinclined  to  every 
measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  majority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be 
irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure :  they  con- 
sider such  a  concentration  of  power  dangerous  to 
their  liberties ;  and  many  of  them  regard  it  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  This  collision  of  opinion 
has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of  the  embarrassment 
to  which  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  country 
have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has  become  a 
political  topic  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade  has 
suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A  speedy  ter- 
mination of  this  state  of  things,  however  desirable, 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected.  We  have  seen  for  nearly 
half  a  century  that  those  who  advocate  a  national 
bank,  by  whatever  motive  they  may  be  influenced, 
constitute  a  portion  of  our  community  too  numerous 
to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  early  abandonment  of 
their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other  hand,  they  must 
indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  intelligence 
and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  suppose 
that  they  have  continued,  on  slight  or  insufficient 
grounds,  their  persevering  opposition  to  such  an  insti- 
tution ;  or  that  they  can  be  induced  by  pecuniary 
pressure,  or  by  any  other  combination  of  circum- 
stances, to  surrender  principles  they  have  so  long 
and  so  inflexibly  maintained. 

My  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged.  They 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  announced 
to  my  fellow-citizens  ;  who,  with  full  knowledge  of 
them,  conferred  upon  me  the  two  highest  offices  of 
the  Government.  On  the  last  of  these  occasions,  I 
felt  it  due  to  the  people  to  apprise  them,  distinctly, 
that  in  the  event  of  my  election,  I  would  not  be  able 
to  co-operate  in  the  re-establishment  of  a  national 
bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to  add 
the  expression  of  an  increased  conviction,  that  the 
re-establishment  of  such  a  bank,  in  any  form,  whilst 
it  would  not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  prom- 
ised by  its  advocates,  would  impair  the  rightful 
supremacy  of  the  popular  will ;  injure  the  character 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  political  system ; 
and  bring  once  more  into  existence  a  concentrated 
moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  spirit,  and  threaten- 
ing the  permanency,  of  our  republican  institutions. 
Local  banks  have  been  employed  for  the  deposit  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partially, 
and,  on  three  different  occasions,  exclusively :  first, 
anterior  to  the  establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  secondly,  in  the  interval  between 
the  termination  of  that  institution  and  the  charter 
of  its  successor ;    and,  thirdly,  during  the  hmited 
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period  which  has  now  so  abruptly  closed.  The  con- 
nection thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory on  each  successive  occasion,  notwithstanding 
the  various  measures  which  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  insure  its  success.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the 
year  1838,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was 
guarded  especially  in  every  way  which  experience 
and  caution  could  suggest.  Personal  security  was 
required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received,  and  full  returns  of 
their  condition  were,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  made 
by  the  depositories.  In  the  first  stages  the  measure 
was  eminently  successful,  notwithstanding  the  vio- 
lent opposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overthrow  it.  The 
selected  banlis  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
any  embarrassment  to  themselves  or  to  the  com- 
munity, their  engagements  to  the  Government ;  and 
the  system  promised  to  be  permanently  useful.  But 
when  it  became  necessary,  under  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  to  withdraw  from  them  the  public  money,  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  it  in  additional  institutions, 
or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States,  they  found  it,  in 
many  cases,  inconvenient  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  Treasury,  and  numerous  and  pressing 
applications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief.  As 
the  instalments  under  the  deposit  law  became  pay- 
able, their  own  embarrassments,  and  the  necessity 
under  which  they  lay  of  curtailing  their  discounts 
and  calling  in  their  debts,  increased  the  general 
distress,  and  contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  hasten 
the  revulsion  in  which,  at  length,  they,  in  common 
with  the  other  banks,  were  fatally  involved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn 
duty  to  inquire  whether  there  are  not,  in  any  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  banks  of  issue, 
evils  of  great  magnitude,  inherent  in  their  very  nature, 
and  against  which  no  precautions  can  effectually 
guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  Government, 
and  forced  on  the  Treasury  by  early  necessities,  the 
practice  of  employing  banks  was,  in  truth,  from  the 
beginning,  more  a  measure  of  emergency  than  of 
sound  policy.  When  we  started  into  existence  as  a 
jnation,  in  addition  to  the  burdens  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, we  assumed  all  the  large  but  honorable  load 
of  debt  which  was  the  price  of  our  liberty;  but  we 
hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  infant  industry  of  the 
country  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  the 
necessary  revenue.  The  facilities  of  banlfs  in  return 
for  the  privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly 
offered,  and  perhaps  too  readily  received,  by  an  em- 
barrassed Treasury.  During  the  long  continuance 
of  a  national  debt,  and  the  intervening  difficulties  of 
a  foreign  war,  the  connection  was  continued  from 
■motives  of  convenience  ;  but  these  causes  have  long 
•since  'passed  away.  We  have  no  emergencies  that 
make  banks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the  Treas- 
ury-; we  have  no  load  of  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  and  we  have  -on  actual  deposit  a  large  surplus. 
No  public  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  the  re- 
newalof  a  connection  that  circumstances  have  dis- 
solved. 'The  complete  orgaaiization  of  our  Govern- 
ment, the  abundance  of  our  resources,  the  general 
harmony  which  prevails  between  the  different  States, 
and  with  foreign  powers — all  enable  us  now  to  select 
the  system  most  consistent  with  the  constitution,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Should  we, 
then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
.local  banks,  it  can'Onlybe  under  a  conviction  that 


past  failures  have  arisen  from  accidental,  not  inhe- 
rent, defects. 

A  danger,  diflScult  if  not  impossible  to  be  avoided 
in  such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident 
in  the  very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated. 
A  sudden  act  of  the  banks  intrusted  with  the  funds 
of  the  people,  deprives  the  Treasury,  without  fault 
or  agency  of  the  Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay 
its  creditors  in  the  currency  they  have  by  law  a  right 
to  demand.  This  circumstance  no  fluctuation  of 
commerce  could  have  produced,  if  the  pubhe  revenue 
had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency,  and  kept 
in  that  form  by  the  ofiScers  of  the  Treasury.  The 
citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  back, 
since  the  suspension,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount; 
whilst  he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
country,  and  in  his  own  possession,  pursues,  without 
loss,  the  current  of  his  business.  The  Government, 
placed  in  the  situation  of  the  former,  is  involved  in 
embarrassments  it  could  not  have  suffered  had  it 
pursued  the  course  of  the  latter.  These  embarrass- 
ments are,  moreover,  augmented  by  those  salutary 
and  just  laws  which  forbid  it  to  use  a  depreciated 
currency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  ability  which  individuals  have  of  accom- 
modating their  transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  which  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
when  there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  suddenly 
prevent  the  application  and  the  use  of  the  money  of 
the  people,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  objects  they 
have  directed,  cannot  be  wise  ;  but  who  can  think, 
without  painful  reflection,  that,  under  it,  the  same 
unforeseen  events  might  have  befallen  us  in  the 
midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  the  moment 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very  means 
which  were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national 
welfare  and  guard  our  national  rights  ?  To  such  em- 
barrassments and  to  such  dangers  will  this  Govern- 
ment be  always  exposed,  whilst  it  takes  the  moneys 
raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  the  public  service,  out 
of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and  converts  them 
into  a  mere  right  of  action  against  corporations  in- 
trusted with  the  possession  of  them.  Nor  can  such 
results  be  effectually  guarded  against  in  such  a  sys- 
tem, without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control 
over  the  banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  national, 
that  might  with  reason  be  objected  to.  Ours  is, 
probably,  the  only  Government  in  the  world  that  is 
liable,  in  the  management  of  its  flscal  concerns,  to 
occurrences  like  these.  But  this  imminent  risk  is 
not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  the  surrender  of  the 
pubUc  money  to  the  custody  and  control  of  local  cor- 
porations. Though  the  object  is  aid  to  the  Treasury, 
its  effect  may  be  to  introduce  into  the  operations  of 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtle,  founded 
on  interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the 
money  deposited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Government  from  the  commencement  of  this 
connection.  The  money  received  from  the  people, 
instead  of  being  kept  till  it  is  needed  for  their  use, 
is,  in  consequence  of  this  authority,  a  fund,  on  which 
discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  of  those  who  hap- 
pen to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  as 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  often  exaggerated 
advantages  of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause  it  to  be 
sought  for  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  consider- 
on  whom  the  patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  con- 
ferred ;  whether  the  selection  and  control  be  trusted 
to  Congress  or  to  the  Executive,  either  will  be  sub- 
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jected  to  appeals  made  in  every  form  which  the  sa- 
gacity of  interest  can  suggest.  The  banks,  under 
such  a  system,  are  stimulated  to  make  the  most  of 
their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the  deposits  are  treated 
as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are 
rashly  augmented,  and,  when  the  public  exigencies 
require  a  return,  it  is  attended  with  embarrassments 
not  provided  for,  nor  foreseen.  Thus  banks  that 
thought  themselves  most  fortunate  when  the  public 
funds  were  received,  find  themselves  most  embar- 
rassed when  the  season  of  payment  suddenly  ar- 
rives. 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  not 
limited  to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  rash- 
ness of  enterprise,  and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of 
commerce  and  the  currency.  This  result  was  strik- 
ingly exhibited  during  the  late  operations  of  the 
deposit  system,  and  especially  in  the  purchases  of 
public  lands.  The  order  which  ultimately  directed 
the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  purchases, 
greatly  checked,  but  would  not  altogether  prevent, 
the  evil.  Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be 
procured  than  the  notes  which  the  banlcs  could  them- 
selves create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtained 
from  them  as  a  loan,  and  returned  as  a  deposit, 
which  they  were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it  only 
passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed.  This 
operation  could  not  have  been  performed,  had  the 
funds  of  the  Government  gone  into  the  Treasury,  to 
be  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be 
loaned  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  per- 
mitted to  substitute  for  it  a  credit  in  account. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I  desire  not  to 
undervalue  the  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any 
branch  of  enterprise.  The  credit  bestowed  on  prob- 
ity and  industry  is  the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an 
honorable  incentive  to  further  acquisition.  None 
oppose  it  who  love  their  country  and  understand  its 
welfare.  But  when  it  is  unduly  encouraged — when 
it  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the  temp- 
tations of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth — when  it 
turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to 
disappointment  and  distress — it  becomes  liable  to 
censure,  and  needs  correction.  Far  from  helping 
probity  and  industry,  the  ruin  to  which  it  leads  falls 
most  severely  on  the  great  laboring  classes,  who  are 
thrown  suddenly  outof  employment,  and,  by  the  failure 
of  magnificent  schemes  never  intended  to  enrich 
thom,  are  deprived  in  a  moment  of  their  only  re- 
source. Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  speculation 
will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  laws  ;  no 
Government,  perhaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them ; 
but  surely  every  Government  can  refrain  from  con- 
tributing the  stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to 
lend  the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazard- 
ous to  the  operations  of  the  Government,  at  least  of 
doubtful  benefit  to  the  institutions  themselves,  and 
productive  of  disastrous  derangement  in  the  business 
and  cuiTenoy  of  the  country,  is  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
again  to  renew  the  connection  ? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  is  in  many  respects 
convenient  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispen- 
sable. A  limitation  of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  actual  wants,  and  of  the  revenue  to  those 
expenses,  with  convenient  means  for  its  prompt  ap- 
plication to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  raised,  are 
the  objects  which  we  should  seek  to  accomplish. 
The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
well  managed  by  oflScers  of  the  Government.    Its 


collection,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement 
also,  have  indeed  been  hitherto  conducted  solely  by 
them ;  neither  national  nor  State  banks,  when  em- 
ployed, being  required  to  do  more  than  keep  it  safely 
while  in  their  custody,  and  transfer  and  pay  it  in 
such  portions  and  at  such  times  as  the  Treasury  shall 
direct. 

Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  than  the  Govern- 
ment to  secure  the  money  in  their  possession  against 
accident,  violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that 
they  are  so,  must  assume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is 
stronger  than  a  vault  in  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  direc- 
tors, cashiers,  and  clerks,  not  selected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, nor  under  its  control,  are  more  worthy  of 
confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the  people  and 
responsible  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound  by 
ofiicial  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  constantly  subject  to  the  supervision 
of  Congress. 

The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heretofore 
rendered  by  banks,  have  been  less  than  is  usually 
supposed.  The  actual  accounts  show  that  by  far  the 
larger  portion  of  payments  is  made  within  short  or 
convenient  distances  from  the  places  of  collection ;  and 
the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  at  the  Treasury 
in  the  year  1884 — a  year  the  results  of  which  will,  it 
is  beheved,  afford  a  safe  test  for  the  future — fell 
short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  average  of  less  than  one 
daily  for  each  State  ;  in  the  city  of  New  York  they 
did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  at  the  city 
of  Wasliington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover, 
daily  lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and 
facility  of  communication ;  and  it  may  be  asserted 
with  confidence,  that  the  necessary  transfers,  as  well 
as  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursements  of  the  public 
moneys,  can  be  with  safety  and  convenience  accom- 
plished through  the  agencies  of  Treasury  officers.  The 
opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree,  confirmed  by 
actual  experience  since  the  discontinuance  of  the 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last ;  a  period  which, 
from  the  embarrassments  in  commercial  intercourse, 
presented  obstacles  as  great  as  any  which  may  be  here- 
after apprehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money  since 
that  period  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  That  officer  also  suggests  the 
propriety  of  assigning,  by  law,  certain  additional 
duties  to  existing  establishments  and  officers,  which, 
with  the  modifications  and  safeguards  referred  to  by 
him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the  Department  to  con- 
tinue to  perform  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
without  any  material  addition  either  to  their  number 
or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted  has  already  been  stated ;  and 
in  respect  to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the 
officers  employed  would  be  intrusted  at  any  one 
time,  it  appears  that,  assuming  a  balance  of  five 
millions  to  be  at  all  times  kept  in  the  Treasury,  and 
the  whole  of  it  left  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  and 
receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would  not  exceed 
an  average  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ;  but  that,  de- 
ducting one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  one-half  of  the  present  number  of  officers — 
a  supposition  deemed  more  likely  to  correspond  with 
the  fact — the  sum  in  the  hands  of  each  would  still  be 
less  than  the  amount  of  most  of  the  bonds  now  taken 
from  the  receivers  of  public  money.  Every  appre- 
hension, however,  on  the  subject,  either  in  respect  to 
the  safety  of  the  money,  or  the  faithful  discharge  of 
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these  fiscal  transactions,  may,  it  appears  to  me,  be 
effectually  removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means 
of  the  Treasury  the  establishment  by  law,  at  a  few- 
important  points,  of  offices  for  the  deposit  and  dis- 
bursement of  such  portions  of  the  public  revenue  as 
cannot,  with  obvious  safety  and  convenience,  be  left 
in  the  possession  of  the  collecting  ofiScers  until  paid 
over  by  them  to  the  public  creditors.  Neither  the 
amounts  retained  in  their  hands  nor  those  deposited 
in  the  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary  condition  of  the 
revenue,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those  often 
under  the  control  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  might  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requir- 
ing such  securities,  and  exercising  such  controlling 
supervision,  as  Congress  may  by  law  prescribe.  The 
principal  officers  whose  appointments  would  become 
necessary  under  this  plan,  taking  the  largest  number 
suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would 
not  exceed  ten ;  nor  the  additional  expenses,  at  the 
same  estimate,  sixty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  affairs  of  Government,  to 
conduct  them  with  as  little  cost  to  the  nation  as  is 
consistent  with  the  public  interest ;  and  it  is  for  Con- 
gress, and  ultimately  for  the  people,  to  decide  whether 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  keeping  our  fiscal  con- 
cerns apart  and  severing  the  connection  which  has 
hitherto  existed  between  the  Government  and  banks, 
offer  sufficient  advantages  to  justify  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. If  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
important  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  country,  I  can- 
not allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the 
public  expenditure  of  comparatively  so  small  an 
amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  effect  it,  will  be  ob- 
jected to  by  the  people. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, herewith  communicated,  that  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  that  Department  have  been  successfully  conducted 
since  May  last  upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
needs  no  legislation  to  maintain  its  credit,  and  facil- 
itate the  management  of  its  concerns ;  the  existing 
laws  being,  in  the  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample  for 
those  objects. 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  for  a  sea- 
son, and  increased  services  required  from  the  pubhc 
functionaries  ;  such  are  usually  incident  to  the  com- 
mencement of  every  system,  but  they  will  be  greatly 
lessened  in  the  progress  of  its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
money,  are  topics  on  which  the  puWic  mind  is  natu- 
rally, and  witlFgreat  propriety,  peculiarly  sensitive. 
Much  has  been  said  on  them,  in  reference  to  the 
proposed  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
banking  institutions ;  and  surely  no  one  can  object 
to  any  appeals  or  animadversions  on  the  subject, 
which  are  consistent  with  facts,  and  evince  a  proper 
respect  for  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  If  a  Chief 
Magistrate  may  be  allowed  to  speak  for  himself  on 
such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  the  withdrawal  from 
the  Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of 
all  concern  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue ;  not  that  I  would  shrink  from  any 
responsibility  cast  upon  me  by  the  duties  of  my  ofBce, 
but  because  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  its  capacity  for 
usefulness  is  in  no  degree  promoted  by  tlie  posses- 
sion of  any  patronage  not  actually  necessary  to  the 
performance  of  those  duties.  But  under  our  present 
form  of  Government,  the  intervention  of  the  execu- 


tive officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  before 
it  can  be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of 
the  Executive  would  be  increased  by  dispensmg  with 
the  agency  of  banks,  the  nature  of  that  intervention 
in  such  an  agency  must  be  carefully  regarded,  and 
a  comparison  must  be  instituted  between  its  extent 
in  the  two  cases. 

The  revenue  can  only  be  collected  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.     The  public  moneys,  in  the  first 
instance,  must,  therefore,  in  all  cases,  pass  through 
hands  selected  by  the  Executive.     Other  officers  ap- 
pointed in  the  same  way,  or,  as  in  some  cases,  by 
the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrusted  with  them 
when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement.    It 
is  thus  seen  that  even  when  banks  are  employed,  the 
public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands  of 
Executive  officers.     Besides  this,  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  who  also  holds  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  President,  and  some  other  officers  of 
the  same  department,  must  necessarily  be  invested 
with  more  or  less  power  in  the  selection,  continu- 
ance, and  supervision  of  the  banks  that  may  be  em- 
ployed.    The  question  is  then  narrowed  to  the  single 
point,  whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  between  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  the 
agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  dangerous 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive ?    But  is  it  clear  that  the  connection  of  the 
Executive  with  powerful  moneyed  institutions,  capa- 
ble of  ministering  to  the  interests  of  men  in  points 
where  they  are  most  accessible  to  corruption,  is  less 
liable  to  abuse,  than  his  constitutional  agency  in  the 
appointment  and  control  of  the  few  public  officers 
required  by  the  proposed  plan?     Will  the  public 
money,  when  in  their  hands,  be  necessarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive ?    May  it  not  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of 
public  jealousy  and  disapprobation,  in  a  matter  so 
peculiarly  exposed  to  them,  will  deter  him  from  any 
such  interference,  even  if  higher  motives  be  found 
inoperative  ?    May  not  Congress  so  regulate  by  law 
the  duty  of  those  officers,  and  subject  it  to  such 
supervision  and  publicity,  as  to  prevent  the  possibil- 
ity of  any  serious  abuse  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  ? 
and  is  there  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and 
publicity  in  a  connection  with  banks,  acting  under  the 
shield  of  corporate  immunities,  and  conducted  by 
persons  irresponsible  to  the  Government  and  the 
people  ?    It  is  believed  that  a  considerate  and  candid 
investigation  of  these  questions  will  result  in  the  con- 
viction that  the  proposed  plan  is  far  less  liable  to  ob-    , 
jection,  on  the  score  of  Executive  patronage  and 
control,  than  any  bank  agency  that  has  been,  or  can 
be,  devised. 

With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  the  meas- 
ures necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency, 
the  safe-keeping  and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys. 
In  the  performance  of  constitutional  duty,  I  have 
stated  to  them,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
reflections.  The  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest.  It  deserves  a  full 
and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  benefited 
by  a  dispassionate  comparison  of  opinions.  Well 
aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  concession 
among  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government, 
I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-operation,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  the  surrender  of 
constitutional  objections,  which  I  believe  to  be  well 
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founded.  Any  system  that  may  be  adopted  should 
be  subjected  to  the  fullest  legal  provision,  so  as  to 
leave  nothing  to  the  Executive  but  what  is  neces- 
sary to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on  him ; 
and  whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately  established,  my 
own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as  to  give  to  it  a  fair 
trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

The  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and  dis- 
bursed in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  like- 
wise demands  your  most  careful  consideration. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed  and 
adopted  the  constitution,  having  in  immediate  view 
the  depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy — of  which 
five  hundred  dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only 
equal  to  one  dollar  in  coin — intended  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  evils,  so  far  at  least  as  related 
to  the  transactions  of  the  new  Government.  They 
gave  to  Congress  express  powers  to  coin  money,  and 
to  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin ; 
they  refused  to  give  it  power  to  establish  corpora- 
tions— the  agents  then,  as  now,  chiefly  employed  to 
create  a  paper  currency ;  they  prohibited  the  States 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts  ;  and  the  first  Congress 
directed,  by  positive  law,  that  the  revenue  should  be 
received  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exigency  at  the  outset  of  the  Govenmient, 
without  direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of 
banks  as  fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  In  admitted 
deviation  from  the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and 
undef  the  same  exigency,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury received  their  notes  in  payment  of  duties.  The 
sole  ground  on'which  the  practice,  thus  commenced, 
was  then,  or  has  since  been  justified,  is  the  certain, 
immediate,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such  notes 
for  specie.  The  Government  did  indeed  receive  the 
inconvertible  notes  of  State  banks  during  the  diffi- 
culties of  war ;  and  the  community  submitted  with- 
out a  murmur  to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multiplied 
evils  of  which  such  a  course  was  productive.  With 
the  war,  this  indulgence  ceased  ;  and  the  banks  were 
obliged  again  to  redeem  their  notes  in  gold  and  silver. 
The  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  previous  practice, 
continued  to  dispense  with  the  currency  required  by 
the  act  of  1789,  and  took  the  notes  of  banks,  in  full 
confidence  of  their  being  paid  in  specie  on  demand ; 
and  Congress,  to  guard  against  the  slightest  violation 
of  this  principle,  have  declared,  by  law,  that  if  notes 
are  paid  in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  it 
must  be  under  such  cireumstancea  as  to  enable  the 
holder  to  convert  them  into  specie  without  deprecia- 
tion or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when 
the  banks  suspended  specie  payments,  I  could  not 
doubt.  Directions  were  immediately  given  to  pre- 
vent the  reception  into  the  Treasury  of  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  or  its  equivalent;  and  every 
practicable  arrangement  was  made  to  preserve  the 
public  faith  by  similar  or  equivalent  payments  to  the 
public  creditors.  The  revenue  from  lands  had  been 
for  some  time  substantially  so  collected,  under  the 
order  issued  by  the  directions  of  my  predecessor. 
The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so  salutary,  and 
its  forecast  in  regard  to  the  increasing  insecurity  of 
bank  paper  had  become  so  apparent,  that,  even  be- 
fore the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  to  interfere 
with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
whether  the  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  so  collected 
or  not. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not 
redeemed  in  specie  on  demand,  will  not,  I  presume, 


be  sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  without  the  excuse 
of  war  or  public  distress,  that  equaUty  of  imports, 
and  identity  of  commercial  regnlation,  which  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  confederacy,  and  would  offer 
to  each  State  a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  for- 
eign trade  by  depreciating  the  currency  received  for 
duties  in  its  ports.  Such  a  proceeding  would  also, 
in  a  great  degree,  frustrate  the  policy,  so  highly  cher- 
ished, of  infusing  into  our  circulation  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  precious  metals ;  a  policy  the  wisdom  of 
which  none  can  doubt,  though  there  may  be  different 
opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  should  be  car- 
ried. Its  results  have  been  already  too  auspicious, 
and  its  success  is  too  closely  interwoven  with  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  contemplate  its  abandonment.  We  have 
seen,  under  its  influence,  our  specie  augmented  be- 
yond eighty  millions ;  our  coinage  increased  so  as  to 
make  that  of  gold  amount,  between  August,  1834, 
and  December,  1836,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the 
thirty-one  previous  years.  The  prospect  of  further 
improvement  continued  without  abatement  until  the 
moment  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  This 
policy  has  now,  indeed,  been  suddenly  checked,  but 
is  still  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst  all  con- 
flicting theories,  one  position  is  undeniable :  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  when  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necessity  for  their  use  as  a  circulating 
medium.  It  was  in  strict  accordance  with  this  truth, 
that  whilst,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  they  were 
everywhere  seen,  and  were  current  for  all  ordinary 
purposes,  they  disappeared  from  circulation  the  mo- 
ment the  payment  of  specie  was  refused  by  the 
banks,  and  the  community  tacitly  agreed  to  dis- 
pense with  its  employment.  Their  place  was  sup- 
plied by  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper,  and,  in 
many  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already  are 
the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  greatly  depreciated, 
and  they  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  and 
another ;  thus  diminishing  and  making  uncertain  the 
worth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  failing 
to  subserve,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of 
business.  With  each  succeeding  day  the  metallic 
currency  decreases ;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the 
natural  fear  that,  once  parted  with,  it  cannot  be  re- 
placed ;  while  by  others  it  is  diverted  from  its  more 
legitimate  uses,  for  the  sake  of  gain.  Should  Con- 
gress sanction  this  condition  of  things,  by  making 
irredeemable  paper  money  receivable  in  payment  of 
pubUc  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise  and  salutary 
policy  will,  in  all  probability,  be  converted  into  its 
absolute  destruction. 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible  into 
specie  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
without  being  liable  to  all  these  objections,  and  that 
such  a  course  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individ- 
ual convenience  ;  an  object  always  to  be  considered 
where  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  principles  of  our 
Government  or  the  general  welfare  of  the  country. 
If  such  notes  only  were  received,  and  always  under 
circumstances  allowing  their  early  presentation  for 
payment,  and  if,  at  short  and  fixed  periods,  they 
were  converted  into  specie,  to  be  kept  by  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the  most  serious  obstacles 
to  their  reception  would  perhaps  be  removed.  To 
retain  the  notes  in  the  Treasury  would  be  to  renew, 
under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public  money  to  the 
banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a  mistaken  impression,  that  any 
large  amount  of  specie  is  required  for  public  pay- 
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ments.  Of  the  seventy  or  eighty  millions  now  esti- 
mated to  be  in  the  country,  ten  millions  would  be 
abundantly  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  provided  an 
accumulation  of  a  large  amount  of  revenile,  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government,  be  hereafter 
prevented.  If  to  these  considerations  be  added  the 
facilities  which  will  arise  from  enabling  the  Treasury 
to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by  its  drafts  or  notes 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  it  may  be 
safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  convenience  to  the 
citizen  requires  the  reception  of  bank  paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
Government  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination  be- 
tween the  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by 
individuals  in  •  their  ordinary  affairs,  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  view  it  in  a  very  erroneous  light.  The  con- 
stitution prohibits  the  States  from  malsing  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  thus  secures  to  every  citizen  a  right  to  demand 
payment  In  the  legel  currency.  To  provide  by  law 
that  the  Government  will  only  receive  its  dues  in 
gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer  on  it  any  peculiar 
privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on  an  equality  with 
the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right  secured  to  him 
by  the  constitution.  It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason 
that  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by  successive 
laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  under  the 
constitution  down  to  the  last.  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  such  sources, 
afford  a  decisive  answer  to  the  imputation  of  in- 
equality or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction,  not 
of  favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in 
payment  any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is 
to  refuse  him  a  discretion  possessed  by  every  citizen. 
It  may  be  left  to  those  who  have  the  management  of 
their  own  transactions,  to  make  their  own  terms ; 
but  no  such  discretion  should  be  given  to  him  who 
acts  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people,  who  is  to 
collect  what  the  law  requires,  and  to  pay  the  appro- 
priations it  makes.  When  bank  notes  are  redeemed 
on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimination  in  reality, 
for  the  individual  who  receives  them  may,  at  his 
option,  substitute  the  specie  for  them ;  he  takes 
them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they  are 
not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  public  officer,  should 
be  permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  in- 
dividual ;  if  it  were,  the  effect  would  be  most  inju- 
rious to  the  public,  since  their  officer  could  make 
none  of  those  arrangements  to  meet  or  guard  against 
the  depreciation,  which  an  individual  is  at  liberty  to 
do.  Nor  can  inconvenience  to  the  community  be 
alleged  as  an  objection  to  such  a  regulation.  Its 
object  and  motive  are  their  convenience  and  wel- 
fare. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  simultaneous  and  unexpected 
suspension,  by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the 
many  embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these 
are  far  overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a  wider  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  in- 
crease the  safety  of  bank  paper,  to  improve  the 
general  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
such  occurrences,  and  the  other  and  far  greater  evils 
that  attend  them. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not 
for  the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the 
Government  should  not  receive  their  paper.  They 
would  be  conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on 
sounder  principles.     By  using  specie  only  in  its 


transactions,  the  Government  would  create  a  demand 
for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  its  ex- 
portation, and,  by  keeping  it  in  circulation,  maintain 
a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the  paper  currency. 
That  the  banks  would  thus  be  rendered  more  sound, 
and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but  fairly 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution 
in  relation  to  the  currency,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
public  revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was 
framed,  there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in  the 
United  States  ;  and  had  the  extension  of  the  banWng 
system,  and  the  evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen, 
they  would  probably  have  been  specially  guarded 
against.  The  same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  would,  doubtless, 
in  that  event,  have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a 
currency  in  any  other  form.  The  constitution,  how- 
ever, contains  no  such  prohibition ;  and,  since  the 
States  have  exercised  for  nearly  half  a  century  the 
power  to  regulate  the  business  of  banking,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  it  will  be  abandoned.  The  whole 
matter  is  now  under  discussion  before  the  proper 
tribunal — the  people  of  the  States.  Ifever  before 
has  the  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly  awakened  to 
a  proper  sense  of  its  importance ;  never  has  the  sub- 
ject, in  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so  search- 
ing an  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  intelli- 
gence and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
and  efficient  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as 
the  public  good  demands.  All  that  can  rightfully  be 
done  by  the  federal  Government  to  promote  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  important  object,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  sug- 
gested the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform 
law  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and 
other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  such 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be'  imposed  on 
the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy 
given  to  the  citizen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the  con- 
stitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authority  in 
the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a  large  and  highly 
respectable  portion  of  our  citizens  to  great  sacrifices, 
and  believing  that  a  temporary  postponement  could 
be  made  without  detriment  to  other  interests,  and 
with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  that  was 
made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  ai-e,  to  the  full 
extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
practice  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  remains 
for  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  further  postpone- 
ment may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed ;  and,  if  so, 
their  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  respectfully  in- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
exhibit  the  condition  of  these  debts ;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  indulgence ;  the  probable  result 
of  its  further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  every  other  fact  necessary  to  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject.  Similar  information  is  communicated 
in  regard  to  such  depositories  of  the  public  moneys 
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33  are  indebted  to  the  Government,  in  order  that 
Congress  may  also  adopt  the  proper  measures  in  re- 
gard to  them. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  an  estimate  of  those  for  the  residue, 
will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. In  his  report  of  December  last,  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  current  receipts  would  fall  short  of 
the  expenditures  by  about  three  millions  of  dollars. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  difference  will  be  much 
greater.  This  is  to  be  attributed  not  only  to  the 
occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  embarrassments  in 
the  business  of  the  country  than  those  which  were 
then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater  diminu- 
tion in  the  revenue,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  the  ap- 
propriations exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
amount  which  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates  then 
submitted.  The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount 
which,  it  was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  will  be 
about  six  millions.  If  the  whole  of  the  reserved 
balance  be  not  at  once  applied  to  the  current  expen- 
ditures, but  four  millions  be  still  kept  in  the  Treas- 
ury, as  seems  most  expedient,  for  the  uses  of  the 
mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the  sum  needed 
will  be  ten  millions. 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated 
on  the  supposition  of  some  further  extension  of  the 
indulgence  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties, 
wliich  will  affect  the  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
present  year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in 
the  Treasury  nine  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  in  October  next.  This 
sum,  if  so  deposited,  will  be  subject,  under  the  law, 
to  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  defray  existing  appro- 
priations ;  and  as  it  is  now  evident  that  the  whole, 
or  the  principal  part  of  it,  will  be  wanted  for  that 
purpose,  it  appears  most  proper  that  the  deposit 
should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  banks.  Treasury  notes  may  be  tem- 
porarily issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
received. 

I  am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive  of 
inconvenience  to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  upon 
the  acts  of  Congress  which  held  out  to  them  the 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving 
this  instalment,  they  have  in  some  instances  adopted 
measures  with  which  its  retention  may  seriously  in- 
terfere. That  such  a  condition  of  things  should  have 
occurred,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  not  the 
least  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  disasters 
of  the  times,  and  it  is  for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit 
remedy,  if  there  be  one.  The  money  being  indis- 
pensable to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  upon  what  principle  of  justice  or  expe- 
diency its  application  to  that  object  can  be  avoided. 
To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  States,  would  be  more  inconvenient  and  less 
efficient.  To  burden  the  country  with  increased 
taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a  large  surplus  rev- 
enue, would  be  unjust  and  unwise  ;  to  raise  moneys 
by  loans  under  such  circumstances,  and  thus  to  com- 
mence a  new  national  debt,  would  scarcely  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  American  people. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  adequate  to  all  our 


fiscal  operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  the 
ample  resources  of  the  country,  will  be  able  to  dis- 
charge, punctually,  every  pecuniary  obligation.  For 
the  future,  all  that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and 
forbearance  in  appropriations  which  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  requires,  and  which  the  complete  ac- 
complishment or  great  forwardness  of  many  expen- 
sive national  undertakings  renders  equally  consistent 
with  prudence  and  patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendations 
are  submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by 
Congress  will  enable  the  Executive  Department  to 
conduct  our  fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as 
their  management  has  been  committed  to  it.  Whilst 
the  objects,  and  the  means  proposed  to  attain  them, 
are  within  its  constitutional  powers  and  appropriate 
duties,  they  will  at  the  same  time,  it  is  hoped,  by 
their  necessary  operation,  aiford  essential  aid  in  the 
transaction  of  individual  concerns,  and  thus  yield 
relief  to  the  people  at  large  in  a  form  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Those  who  look 
to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  specific  aid  to 
the  citizens  to  relieve  embarrassments  arising  from 
losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
sight  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the 
powers  with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established 
to  give  security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honorable 
pur.suits,  under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  republican  in- 
stitutions. It  was  not  intended  to  confer  special 
favors  on  individuals,  or  on  any  classes  of  them  ;  to 
create  systems  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  or  trade  ; 
or  to  engage  in  them,  either  separately  or  in  con- 
nection with  individual  citizens  or  organized  associa- 
tions. If  its  operations  were  to  be  directed  for  the 
benefit  of  any  one  class,  equivalent  favors  must,  in 
justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest ;  and  the  attempt  to 
bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to 
select  those  who  should  most  deserve  them,  would 
never  be  successful.  All  communities  are  apt  to  look 
to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
country,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  strictly 
limited,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  especially  at  periods 
of  sudden  embarrassments  and  distress.  But  this 
ought  not  to  be.  The  framers  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, and  the  people  who  approved  it  with  calm 
and  sagacious  deliberation,  acted  at  the  time  on  a 
sounder  principle.  They  wisely  judged  that  the  less 
Government  interferes  with  private  pursuits,  the 
better  for  general  prosperity.  It  is  not  its  legitimate 
object  to 'make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  direct 
grants  of  money  or  legislation  in  favor  of  particular 
pursuits,  losses  not  incurred  in  the  public  service. 
This  would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of 
some  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  its  real  duty — 
that  duty  the  performance  of  which  makes  a  good 
Government  the  most  precious  of  human  blessings — 
is  to  enact  and  enforce  a  system  of  general  laws  com- 
mensurate with,  but  not  exceeding,  the  objects  of  its 
establishment,  and  to  leave  every  citizen  and  every 
interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protection,  the  re- 
wards of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  oc- 
casions, the  Federal  Government  will  find  its  agency 
most  conducive  to  the  security  and  happiness  of 
the  people,  when  limited  to  the  exercise  of  its  con- 
ceded powers.  In  never  assuming,  even  for  a  well- 
meant  object,  such  powers  as  were  not  designed  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  most  for 
the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen,  will 
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result  in  more  benefit  than  to  adopt  measures  which 
could  only  assist  limited  interests,  and  are  eagerly, 
but  perhaps  naturally,  sought  for,  under  the  pres- 
sure of  temporary  circumstances.  If,  therefore,  I 
refrain  from  suggesting  to  Congress  any  specific 
plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  country, 
reUeving  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or 
domestic  commerce,  it  is  from  a  conviction  that 
such  measures  are  not  within  the  constitutional 
province  of  the  General  Government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
nent welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid. 

The  difiSculties  and  distresses  of  the  times, 
though  unquestionably  great,  are  limited  in  their 
extent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  affecting  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Arising,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  the  transactions  of  foreign  and 
domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that  they  have 
chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agricultural  interest  has, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  suffered  compar- 
atively little ;  and,  as  if  Providence  intended  to 
display  the  munificence  of  its  goodness  at  the 
moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  in  direct  con- 
trast to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the  waywardness 
of  man,  we  have  been  blessed  throughout  our  ex- 
tended territory  with  a  season  of  general  health 
and  of  uncommon  fruitfulness.  The  proceeds  of 
our  great  staples  will  soon  furnish  the  means  of 
liquidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  con- 
tribute equally  to  the  revival  of  commercial  activity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit.  The 
banks,  established  avowedly  for  its  support,  deriv- 
ing their  profits  from  it,  and  resting  under  obliga- 
tions to  it  which  cannot  be  overlooked,  will  feel  at 
once  the  necessity  and  justice  of  uniting  their  ener- 
gies with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest.  The 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  at  such  a  time  and 
under  such  circumstances  as  we  have  lately  wit- 
nessed, could  not  be  other  than  a  temporary 
measure  ;  and  we  can  scarcely  err  in  believing  that 
the  period  must  soon  arrive  when  all  that  are  sol- 
vent will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold  and  silver. 
Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources  and 
prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants 
■has  accumulated,  or  their  credit  is  impaired,  these 
are  fluctuations  always  incident  to  extensive  or  ex- 
travagant mercantile  transactions.  But  the  ulti- 
mate security  of  such  obligations  does  not  admit  of 
question.  They-  are  guaranteed  by  the  resources 
of  a  country,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry  afford 
abundant  means  of  ample  liquidation,  and  by  the 
evident  interest  of  every  merchant  to  sustain  a 
credit,  hitherto  high,  by  promptly  applying  •  these 
means  for  its  preservation. 

I  deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which 
require  me  to  ask  your  consideration  of  such  serious 
topics.  I  could  have  wished  that,  in  making  my 
first  communication  to  the  assembled  Represent- 
atives of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to  dwell  upon 
but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity.  Since 
it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the 
responsibility  of  the  respective  trusts  that  have 
been  confided  to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of 
difficulties,  unite  in  invoking  the  guidance  and  aid 
of  the  Supreme  Kuler  of  nations,  and  in  laboring 
with  zealous  resolution  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  high  gratifica- 
tion to  know,  by  long  experience,  that  we  act  for  a 


people  to  whom  the  truth,  however  unpromising, 
can  always  be  spoken  with  safety ;  for  the  trial  of 
whose  patriotism  no  emergency  is  too  severe,  and 
who  are  sure  never  to  desert  a  public  functionary 
honestly  laboring  for  the  pubhc  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  any 
aid  in  their  embarrassments  which  your  delibera- 
tions can  afford.  Coming  directly  from  the  midst 
of  them,  and  knowing  the  course  of  events  in  every 
section  of  our  country,  from  you  may  best  be  learn- 
ed as  well  the  extent  and  nature  of  these  embar- 
rassments, as  the  most  desirable  measures  of  relief. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  it  is  not  proper  to 
detain  you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  be  de- 
manded by  the  special  objects  for  which  you  arj 
convened.  To  them,  therefore,  I  have  confined 
my  communication ;  and,  believing  it  will  not  be 
your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  deliberations 
beyond  them,  I  reserve  till  the  usual  period  of  your 
annual  meeting  that  general  information  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  which  the  constitution  requires 
me  to  give. 

M.  VAfT  BUEElf. 

"Washington,  Sept.  4,  1837. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  the  printing  of  5,000 
copies  of  the  Message,  and  1,500  of  the  accom- 
panying documents. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  rose  to 
second  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  ITew 
York  (Mr.  "Weight)  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  of  the  Message.  He  should  indeed 
have  no  objection  to  publishing  double  or  triple 
the  number  proposed,  if  it  were  convenient  to 
distribute  them.  He  had  accomplished  the 
sole  purpose  for  which  he  had  risen;  but 
while  he  was  up,  he  could  not  forbear  saying 
that,  after  attentively  listening  to  the  reading 
of  this  Message,  he  felt  the  deepest  regret  that 
the  President,  entertaining  such  views,  and 
proposing  such  a  plan  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  as  he  had  presented,  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  call  an  extra  session  of  Congress  at 
this  inconvenient  period  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  rise  to  express 
any  opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  discussion. 
"  Sufficient  for  the  day,"  said  he,  "  is  the  evil 
thereof."  But  it  was  his  wish  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  to  he  printed  from  five  thou- 
sand to  ten.  He  thought  the  former  number 
too  small  for  his  proportion  of  it  to  satisfy  the 
demand  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  "Weight  was  ready  to  accept  the  proposi- 
tion as  a  modification  of  his  original  motion, 
and  did  so. 

The  question  on  printing  ten  thousand  was 
then  put  and  carried. 


Monday,  September  11. 

The  Ohaie  stated  the  order  of  the  day  to  be 
the  election  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Senate; 
whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Secretary,  and  at  the  first  ballot  Asbuet  Dick- 
ins,  Esq.,  received  39  votes  out  of  40,  and  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Getjndt,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  Chaplain ;  when, 
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after  four  ballotings,  the  number  of  candidates 
being  twenty-one,  the  Eev.  Mr.  Slioee,  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  Georgetown,  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes,  and  was  declared  ^duly 
elected. 

Report  from  ihe  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  "Weioht,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  and  other  matters,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposit  to  the  States  till  further  provision 
therefor  by  law.  Mr.  "W.  said  that,  as  the 
time  the  committee  had  was  but  short,  he 
shotdd  now  merely  report  the  above  bill,  which 
he  would  move  to  be  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  with  a  view  to 
take  it  up  to-morrow ;  when  he  expected  the 
committee  would  be  able  to  report  further. 

Mr.  OAtHOUN  said  he  hoped  this  bill  would 
not  be  pressed  so  rapidly.  It  was  due  to  the 
Senate  to  have  the  whole  subject  before  them, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be 
suffered  to  rest  until  it  should  be  seen  what 
other  measures  the  committee  might  propose. 

Mr.  Websteb  said  he  rose  to  express  a  wish 
that,  whether  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  considered  separately,  or  whether  they  were 
to  be  considered  all  together,  they  might  be 
considered  and  decided  upon  with  all  the 
promptness  and  despatch  consistent  with  con- 
siderate legislation. 

The  bUl,  as  reported  by  Mr.  "Wbight,  was 
then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Tpesdat,  September  12. 
Fourth  Instalment — Duty  Bonds. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
deposit  with  the  States  being  taken  up — 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 
_  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbaed,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


"Wednesday,  September  13. 

Mr.  "Weight,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes.  Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

[This  bin  authorizes  the  issue  of  Treasury 

notes  to  an  amount  not  exceeding millions 

of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
$100,  and  provides  that  the  notes  be  redeeined 
by  the  United  States,  at  the  Treasury,  after  one 
year  from  their  date,  to  bear  interest  for  the 
said  term ;  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  per 
annum ;  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  be 
solemnly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  said 
notes.  Also,  that  the  notes  be  signed  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury ;  sepa- 


rate accounts  of  the  number  signed  to  be  kept 
by  each  officer  as  a  mutual  check.  These 
officers  are  by  this  section  also  authorized  to 
employ  such  additional  clerks  as  these  duties 
may  render  necessary ;  their  salary  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Section  ith  authorizes  the  Secretary  to  issue 
these  notes  to  aU  creditors  of  the  United  States 
who  choose  to  receive  them  at  par,  and  also  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  such  notes. 

Section  6th  enacts  that  such  notes  shall 
everywhere  be  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties,  taxes,  &c.,  and  for  public  lands. 

Section  9th  makes  it  felony  to  counterfeit 
said  notes,  and  fixes  the  penalty  on  conviction.] 

Mr.  Weight,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  duty  bonds.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  extension  of 
credit  for  duties  now  outstanding  shall  be  six 
months  from  the  time  the  original  bond  became 
due ;  and  making  the  condition  in  each  case  to 
depend  on  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional 
security,  interest,  &c.,  prescribed  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  the  extension  of  revenue 
bonds  since  May ;  and  not  to  include  any  bonds 
where  the  parties  have  not  given  additional 
security,  or  made  part  payment,  or  are  (by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Government)  considered 
insolvent  or  unsafe  security  for  their  bonds. 

Section  2d  provides  an  additional  credit  of 
six  months  granted  on  all  bonds  which  may  be 
given  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  October,  1837.  Also,  that, 
where  the  security  in  any  bond  postponed  is 
satisfactory,  the  principal  and  sureties  shall  not 
be  disabled  from  being  the  same  for  other 
bonds,  though  the  first  bond  be  not  yet  paid.] 

Mr.  "Weight  also  reported  from  the  samo 
committee  a  bill  adjusting  the  remaining  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  banks;  which  was  also 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

[Section  1st  provides  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  withdraw  the 
public  moneys  remaining  in  any  of  the  late 
deposit  banks,  in  as  convenient  a  manner  to 
them  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  interests  of 
Government.  No  bank  having  met,  or  which 
shall  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  Department, 
to  pay  any  further  interest  than  that  required 
by  the  deposit  act  of  23d  June,  1836. 

Section  2d  provides  that,  in  case  of  neglect 
or  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then  such  banks  shall  be  sued  at  law, 
unless  bond  with  security  be  given,  providing 
for  payment  in  three  instalments :  the  first 
instalment  after  two  months  from  the  passage 
of  this  act ;  the  second  after  five  months,  and 
theremainder  after  eight  months  from  the  same 
period ;  interest  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time  of  default, 
and  damages  to  be  paid  accruing  from  protests 
or  other  causes. 
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Thuesdat,  September  14. 
Financial  Affairs. 
Mr.  "Weight,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  the  following  bills,  which  were  seve- 
rally read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading : 

1.  A  bill  to  authorize  goods  and  merchandise 
to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  deposit  of  goods  in 
the  public  stores,  under  the  requisite  precau- 
tions, allowing  them  to  be  transported  to  other 
districts,  or  to  be  exported,  on  certain  condi- 
tions ;  to  be  sold,  if  requisite,  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  so  far  as  to  pay  the  duties,  storage,  and 
other  necessary  expenses.] 

2.  A  bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  de- 
positaries, in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers, 
commonly  called  the  Divorce  Bill. 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  receiving  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  revenue,  by  the  various 
receiving  officers,  postmasters,  &c.,  until  regu- 
larly called  for  by  the  Department.  The  bill 
contains  many  details,  especially  of  precaution, 
to  secure  the  faithfulness  of  officers  having  the 
custody  of  the  public  money.] 

3.  A  bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of  such  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  shall  not  resume 
specie  payments  in  a  specified  time ;  and  for 
the  suppression  of  small  notes  in  the  District. 

[This  biU  requires  the  payment  of  specie  on 
all  notes  of  and  under  ten  dollars,  in  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  the  bill ;  and  on  all  notes  of 
a_  larger  denomination,  in  six  months.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  three  public  com- 
missioners, in  case  of  failure ;  not  interrupting, 
however,  the  due  course  of  lavr.  It  forbids 
the  issuing  of  notes  under  five  dollars;  and 
requires  that  within  thirty  days  all  notes  of 
individuals  and  private  corporations,  under  five 
dollars,  shall  be  neither  issued  nor  passed,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty 
dollars  for  each  offence — one-half  to  the  prose- 
cutor. The  banks  to  forfeit  their  charters  for 
non-compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.] 

Fourth  Instalment — Duty  Bonds. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  NiLEs  said :  Sir,  we  have  been  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  emergency,  when  the 
business  of  the  country  was  deranged,  and  the 
public  mind  in  an  unsettled  and  feverish  state ; 
the  expectations  of  the  people  are  excited ;  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  upon  us.  At 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
Congress  cannot  remain  in  session  without  a 
prodigious  influence  for  good  or  for  evil ;  and 
he  greatly  feared  it  would  be  the  latter. 

Mr.  Webstee  then  rose,  and  said  that  the 
importance  of  the  present  crisis  and  the  urgency 
of  this  occasion  was  such  as  to  lead  him  earnestly 
to  desire  that  some  measures  of  adequate  relief 
might  come  from  the  quarter  which  alone  had 


the  power  to  effect  any  thing,  by  the  majority 
it  commanded.     Much  as  I  differ  from  them, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  I  would  be  glad  to  accept  any 
measure  of  substantial  relief  which  they  might 
bring  forward.     I  think,  sir,  I  see  such  a  neces- 
sity for  relief  as  never  before,  within  my  recol- 
lection, has  existed  in  this  country,  and  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  measures  proposed 
by  the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress, 
and  reiterated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  regard 
one  object,  and  are,  in  their  tendency,  only 
directed  to  one  branch  of  partial  relief.    The 
evils,  however,  under  which  the  community 
now  suffers,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  though  related,  and 
of  the  same  family,  are  yet  capable  of  distinct 
consideration.     In  the  first  place,  there  are  the 
wants  of  the  Treasmy,  arising  from  the  stoppage 
of  payments  and  the  falling  off  of  the  revenue. 
This  is  an  exigency  requiring  the  consideration 
of  Congress ;  it  is  an  evil  threatening  to  sus- 
pend the  functions  of  at  least  one  department 
of   the   Government  unless    it    be  remedied. 
Another  and  a  greater  evil  is,  the  prostration 
of   credit — the  interruption  brought  upon  all 
business  transactions,  ai'ising  from  the  suspen- 
sion of   all  the  local  banks  throughout  the 
country,  with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions. 
Hence  has  proceeded  a  prostration  of  the  local 
currency,  and  a  serious  obstruction  and  difficulty 
thrown  in  the  ivay  of  buying  and  selling.    A 
third  want  is,  the  want  of  an  accredited  paper 
medium,  equal  to  specie,  having  equal  credit 
over  all  parts  of  the  country,  capable  of  serving 
for  the  payment  of  debts  and  carrying  on  the 
internal  business  of  the  country  throughout  and 
between  the  different  and  distant  sections  of 
this  great  Union.     These  three  evils,  though 
they  are  co-existent  and  cognate  in  their  being, 
cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of  relief. 
If  relief  is  given  to  the  one,  it  does  not  follow 
that  you  will  relieve  the  others ;  if  you  replen- 
ish the  Treasury,  and  thus  bring  a  remedy  to 
that  evil,  this  brings  no  relief  to  the  disordered 
currency.     And  again :    if  the  local  currency 
is  relieved,  it  does  not  supply  the  other  want, 
namely,  that  of  a  universally  accredited  medium. 
I  shall  now  (continued  Mr.  W.)  confine  my- 
self to  a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  before  us,  and 
not  detain  the   Senate   longer  than  wiU   be 
strictly  necessary  to  give  a  plain  statement  of 
my  opinion. 

This  measure  is  proposed  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  agree  that 
this  is  a  necessary  object ;  but  the  question  is, 
whether  this  bill  is  the  proper  mode  of  making 
such  a  provision.  I  do  not  think  it  is,  though 
others  may  think  differently.  If  this  is  indeed 
the  best  mode,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  carried 
into  execution,  for  relief  is  wanted  both  by  the 
Treasury  and  by  the  country,  but  first  and 
chiefiy  by  the  country. 

I  do  not  say  that  by  the  law  providing  for 
this  deposit  the  States  have  any  fixed  right  to 
it ;  I  prefer  to  put  the  matter  entirely  on  the 
footing  of  convenience  and  expediency;   and 
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when  it  is  considered  what  expectations  have 
heen  raised — that  this  money  has  even  been 
already  disposed  of  in  advance  by  the  several 
States  for  different  purposes,  such  as  internal 
improvements,  education,  and  other  great  ob- 
jects— it  becomes  a  question  of  expediency 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  by  other  means. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance 
in  my  view  is  this :  There  are  already  many 
disturbing  causes  in  operation,  agitating  the 
transactions  of  society  in  all  the  various  rami- 
fications of  business  and  commerce.  Now,  I 
would  ask,  sir,  is  it  advisable,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
even  politic,  to  introduce,  at  such  a  time  as 
this,  another  great  disturbing  cause,  producing 
a  reversed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of  this 
money,  overthrowing  contracts  now  entered 
into,  disappointing  expectations  raised,  disturb- 
ing, unsettling,  and  deranging  still  more  the 
already  deranged  business  transactions  of  the 
whole  country  ?  I  would  ask,  is  it  worth  while 
to  do  this !     I  think  not. 

We  are  to  consider  that  this  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  is  to 
go  equally  among  all  the  States,  and  among  all 
the  people ;  and  the  wants  of  the  Treasury 
must  be  supplied,  if  supplies  be  necessary, 
equally  by  all  the  people.  It  is  not  a  question, 
therefore,  whether  some  shall  have  money  and 
others  shall  make  good  the  deficiency.  All 
partake  in  the  distribution,  and  all  will  con- 
tribute to  the  supply.  So  that  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  convenience,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  decidedly  most  convenient,  on  all  accounts, 
that  this  instalment  should  follow  its  present 
destination,  and  the  necessities  of  the  Treasury 
be  provided  for  by  other  means. 

Again,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it  ?  It  is 
a  mere  brutum  fulmen ;  of  itself,  it  will  not 
produce  any  good  if  you  do  pass  it.  AU  admit 
there  is  no  money ;  therefore,  the  bill  will  give 
no  relief  to  the  Treasury.  This  bill,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, will  not  produce  to  the  Secretary  one 
dollar:  he  acknowledges  himself  that  at  all 
events  it  will  not  produce  him  many,  for  he 
says  he  wants  other  aid ;  and  he  has  applied  to 
Congress  for  an  issue  of  some  millions  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  gets  the  money,  therefore,  just 
as  well  without  this  bill  as  with  it ;  the  biU 
itself,  then,  is  unnecessary,  depriving  the  States 
of  a  sum  which  the  Secretary  cannot  avail 
himself  of,  and  which  sum,  notwithstanding 
this  bill,  he  proposes  to  supply  by  an  issue  of 
Government  notes.  He  calls  this  collateral 
aid  to  the  measure  of  postponement.  But  this 
evidently  reverses  the  order  of  things,  for  the 
Treasury  notes  are  his  main  reliance ;  to  them 
only  he  looks  for  immediate  relief,  and  this 
instalment  now  to  be  withheld  is  (as  a  produc- 
tive source  of  revenue)  only  subsequent  and 
collateral  to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 

But  now,  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the 

Secretai-y  propose  to  issue  ?    He  proposes,  sir, 

to  issue  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations, 

down  even  as  low  as  twenty  dollars,  not  bear- 
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ing  interest,  and  redeemable  at  no  fixed  period ; 
they  are  to  be  received  in  debts  due  to  Govern- 
ment, but  are  not  otherwise  to  be  paid  until  at 
some  indefinite  time  there  shall  be  a  certain 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  the  Secre- 
tary may  think  its  wants  require.  Now,  sir, 
this  is  plain,  authentic,  statutable  paper  money ; 
it  is  exactly  a  new  emission  of  old  continental. 
If  the  Genius  of  the  old  Confederation  were 
now  to  rise  up  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not 
furnish  us,  from  the  abundant  stores  of  his 
recollection,  with  a  more  perfect  model  of  paper 
money.  It  carries  no  interest ;  it  has  no  fixed 
time  of  payment ;  it  is  to  circulate  as  currency, 
and  it  is  to  circulate  on  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment alone,  with  no  fixed  period  of  redemp- 
tion !  If  this  be  not  paper  money,  pray,  sir, 
what  is  it?  And,  sir,  who  expected  this? 
"Who  expected  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  the 
experiment  for  reforming  the  currency,  and 
bringing  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  silver  cir- 
culation, the  Treasury  Department  would  he 
found  recommending  to  us  a  regular  emission 
of  paper  money  ?  This,  sir,  is  quite  new  in  the 
history  of  this  Government ;  it  belongs  to  that 
of  the  Confederation  which  has  passed  away. 

Mr.  "Weight  said  it  might  become  him  to  say 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.  His  position  in  reference  to  this  and 
other  bills,  perhaps,  required  him  to  do  so.  He 
would,  however,  confine  himself  strictly  to  the 
present  subject,  and  to  the  most  brief  justifica- 
tion of  liis  own  course,  and  that  of  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  con- 
curred with  him  in  reporting  the  bill. 

Immediately  upon  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  and  the  reference  to  it  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  treated  of  in  the  Message  of 
the  President,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  found  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  "United  States  was,  very  soon, 
to  be  in  want  of  means  to  meet  the  current 
demands  upon  it,  without  regard  to  any  further 
transfer  to  the  States.  They  also  found  that 
this  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  the 
States  was  to  become  payable  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  and  amounted  to  about  nine  and 
one-third  millions  of  dollars. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury,  as  developed  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  as  he  now  recollected,  (and  he  thought  he 
could  not  be  materially  mistaken^  that,  at  the 
time  when  the  statement  appended  to  that 
report  was  made  up,  about  the  first  day  of  the 
present  month,  (he  believed  the  exact  date  was 
the  28th  of  August,)  there  was  in  the  Treasury, 
subject  to  draft,  available  and  unavailable,  but 
eight  million  one  hundred  and  some  odd  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  report  was  printed,  and  upon 
the  table  of  every  Senator,  and  would  verify 
his  correctness  in  this  particular.  This  amount 
was  exclusive  of  the  sums  already  deposited 
with  the  States,  being  some  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions. 

To  arrive  at  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  exr 
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penses  of  the  present  month,  which,  from  drafts 
already  made  and  anticipated,  were  estimated 
at  about  two  and  a  half  millions,  must  be  de- 
ducted from  the  eight  million  one  hundred  and 
odd  thousand;  thus  leaving  in  the  Treasury, 
subject  to  draft  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  less 
than  six  millions,  without  the  transfer  of  a 
dollar  to  the  States  towards  the  October  instal- 
ment. This,  too,  included  all  the  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  subject  to  draft  for  payments,  or 
transfers  to  the  States,  whether  available  or 
not,  upon  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer;  the 
funds  on  deposit  with  the  States  not  being 
taken  into  the  computation. 

If,  then,  the  October  instalment  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States,  all  the  means  in  the 
Treasury,  of  all  descriptions,  on  the  day  when 
that  instalment  was,  by  the  deposit  law,  made 
transferable,  would  not  be  equal  to  two-thirds 
of  the  amount ;  and  money  must  be  borrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  supply 
the  deficiency. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  means  to  make  this  transfer  to  the 
States  were  in  the  Treasury  ;■  and  that  the  only 
difficulty,  separate  from  the  other  demands 
upon  it,  grew  out  of  the  present  unavailable 
character  of  those  means.  The  statements  he 
had  already  made  had  shown  the  error  of  this 
hypothesis.  He  had  already  shown  that  the 
whole  means  in  the  Treasury,  even  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his  report,  at 
the  commencement  of  our  present  session,  of 
whatever  character,  whether  available  or  not, 
were  less,  by  more  than  a  mUlion  of  doUars, 
than  the  instalment  required  to  be  transferred 
to  the  States  under  the  deposit  law.  He  had 
further  shown  that  those  means,  such  as  they 
were,  were,  before  the  1st  of  October,  when 
that  transfer  was  required  to  be  made,  to  be 
stin  further  diminished  by  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  present  month, 
ascertained  and  estimated  to  amount  to  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Hence  it  would 
follow,  that  the  whole  means  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  1st  day  of  October  next  must  be  from 
three  and  a  half  to  four  millions  less  than  the 
transfer  required.  It  was  in  vain,  therefore, 
Mr.  W.  said,  to  escape  from  the  conclusion, 
that,  if  Congress  should  insist  upon  this  trans- 
fer, it  must  authorize  a  loan  of  money  upon 
the  public  credit,  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
make  it :  in  other  words,  that  it  must  authorize 
a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  that  money,  when  loaned, 
may  be  deposited  with  the  States  for  safekeep- 
ing. 

Another  error  of  the  honorable  Senator 
(Mr.  Webster)  which  he  felt  bound  to  correct, 
was  in  his  strictures  upon  the  recommendations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the 
manner  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.  The  honor- 
able Senator  had  criticized  this  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
some  severity,  and  had  held  him  up  to  the 
Senate  and  the  country  as  striking  out  a  new 


path  for  the  supply  of  the  Treasury ;  as  recom- 
mending the  issue  of  paper  money,  of  a  descrip- 
tion of  paper  similar  to  that  which  we  knovr 
by  the  denomination  of  "  continental  money ;" 
and  of  doing  this  for  the  first  time  since  the 
organization  of  the  Government  under  the  con- 
stitution. The  fault  complained  of  consisted 
in  a  recommendation,  merely  discretionary  and 
alternative,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  bearing  no 
interest,  and  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  case  the 
public  creditors  should  be  found  willing  to  re- 
ceive such  notes  in  payment  of  their  demands 
against  the  Government,  at  par ;  otherwise, 
to  give  the  notes  such  an  interest  as  would 
bring  them  to  par. 

Mr.  "W.  said,  as  the  committee,  in  the  bill  they 
had  reported,  had  not  followed  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  Secretary,  it  would  be  seea 
that  no  question  was  depending  before  the 
Senate,  either  in  the  bill  now  under  discussion, 
or  in  any  other,  which  rendered  this  point 
material ;  but  he  was  sure  his  object  would  be 
fuUy  understood  and  appreciated  in  making  this 
correction.  It  was  simply  to  defend  this  public 
officer  against  a  mistaken  accusation.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  defend,  at  this  time, 
the  soundness  of  the  recommendation,  but  to 
protect  the  Secretary  against  the  charge  of  being 
the  author  of  a  principle  now  supposed  to  be 
so  new  and  so  dangerous.  To  do  this,  it  was 
only  necessary  for  him  to  read  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  24:th  of  February,  1815,  au- 
thorizing an  emission  of  Treasury  notes,  in 
which  all  these  dangers  would  be  found  to  be 
embraced,  adopted,  and  made  imperative,  as  a 
part  of  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  BcroHANAsr  said  he  had  often  admired 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  could  extricate  himself  from  a 
difficulty ;  in  which,  however,  he  was  seldom 
involved.  On  such  occasions  he  always  made 
a  skilful  retreat.  Feeling  the  respect  which  he 
(Mr.  B.)  did  for  his  legal  knowledge,  he  had 
received,  as  a  matter  of  faith,  his  declaration 
that  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest  had 
never  been  issued  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion ;  and  when  he  called  up  the  ghost  of  the 
ancient  Confederation  to  act  as  godfather  of 
these  Treasury  notes,  Mr.  B.  remained  satisfied 
that  he  had  made  himself  fully  acquainted  with 
the  laws  in  relation  to  that  subject.  Bat 
scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat,  when  the  act 
of  1815  laid  the  ghost  which  he  had  conjured 
up ;  and  by  that  it  appeared  that  Congress  bad 
done  the  very  thing  which  he  had  declared  had 
not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. Thus  much  was  due  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.,  however,  rejoiced  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  had  proposed  the 
issue  of  no  notes  not  beai'ing  interest. 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  a  plain  statement  of 
facts  would  be  the  most  conclusive  argument 
which  could  be  urged  in  its  favor.  He  had 
voted  for  the  deposit  of  June,  1836 ;  and,  upon 
a  retrospect  of  all  which  had  occurred  since  its 
passage,  he  had  found  no  cause  to  repent  of 
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this  vote.  It  was  a  choice  of  evils ;  and  he- 
tween  the  alternatives  presented,  he  thought 
he  had  made  the  best  choice.  On  the  one 
side,  after  reserving  five  millions,  nearly  forty 
millions  of  dollars  had  accumulated  in  the 
deposit  banks.  This  vast  amount  of  money 
was  used  by  them  to  increase  the  dividends  of 
their  stockholders,  to  expand  extravagantly  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  country,  and  to  excite 
speculation  to  the  greatest  excess.  On  the 
other  hand,  strong  objections  existed  against 
making  the  Federal  Government  an  instrument 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  money,  that  it 
might  be  deposited  with  the  States.  The  pre- 
cedent might  in  many  respects  be  dangerous. 
But  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  had  been  col- 
lected under  existing  laws.  Placed  in  this 
situation,  he  thought  it  was  more  just,  more 
politic,  more  safe,  to  place  it  in  deposit  with 
the  States,  that  it  might  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  to 'suffer  it  to  remain  with 
the  banks  for  the  benefit  of  their  stockholders, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  country. 

But  does  the  deposit  law,  from  first  to  last, 
contain  one  sentence — nay,  does  it  contain  one 
word — which  resembles  a  gift  or  a  loan  to  the 
States  ?  Is  it  not,  in  terms,  a  bare  transfer  of 
the  deposits  from  the  banks  to  the  States? 
Under  its  provisions,  the  faith  of  all  the  States 
is  pledged  for  the  safekeeping  and  repayment 
of  their  respective  proportions  of  this  money, 
whenever  they  shall  be  required  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  The  mode  and 
manner  in  which  he  shall  call  for  it  are  ex- 
pressly prescribed.  Nay,  more;  the  case  has 
actually  occurred.  .If  the  Secretary  had  pur- 
sued the  line  of  strict  duty  under  the  law,  he 
would,  ere  this,  have  called  on  the  States  for  a 
portion  of  the  three  instalments  which  have 
already  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely  in  not 
making  this  demand  until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress could  be  known.  The  States  are  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  return  immediately  any 
portion  of  what  they  have  already  received. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  question  is, 
whether  we  are  bound,  upon  any  principle,  to 
deposit  with  them  the  fourth  instalment,  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  very  next 
day,  might  demand  a  return  not  only  of  it,  but 
of  the  three  other  instalments,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  law. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  not 
contended  that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract 
to  deposit  this  fourth  instalment  with  the  States. 
He  had  said,  however,  that  if  an  individual, 
by  his  conduct,  had  induced  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  he  would  loan  money  to  another, 
or  give  money  to  another,  it  might  become  his 
duty  to  borrow  it,  and  pay  interest  for  it,  for 
either  of  those  pui-poses.  Mr.  B.  denied  that 
the  conduct  of  Congress  was  such  as  to  afford 
any  pretext  for  such  an  expectation.  On  the 
face  of  the  act  there  was  nothing  but  deposit 
written.  .  Neither  a  loan  nor  a  gift  appeared 
upon  it.    It  was  a  mere  deposit,  without  inter- 


est, to  be  restored  when  demanded  in  the  man- 
ner .prescribed ;  and  not  a  loan  for  a  given 
period,  much  less  an  absolute  gift.  If  the 
States,  therefore,  had  entertained  any  such 
expectation,  it  was  from  other  circumstances, 
and  not  from  the  solemn  contract  into  which 
they  had  entered  with  the  United  States  under 
this  law. 

Mr.  Webstee,  having  obtained  and  examined 
the  act  of  1815,  said :  The  honorable  member 
from  Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say 
that  I  do  not  often  get  into  difiBculties  in 
debate,  and  that,  when  I  do,  I  generally  extri- 
cate myself  better  than  I  have  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  partakes  in  the  supposed 
triumph  of  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
W.,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect  when  I  said 
that  this  Government  had  never  issued  such 
paper  money  as  the  Secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  sir,  although  I  am  pleased  to 
see  the  happiness  which  the  gentleman  enjoys, 
yet  I  believe  I  must  dash  it  a  little.  Most 
assuredly,  sir,  it  authorizes  no  such  paper  as  is 
now  proposed.  I  was  persuaded  it  could  not, 
as  I  have  a  pretty  good  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  such  subjects  at  that 
time. 

The  law  of  1815  authorized  the  issue  of  two 
classes  of  Treasury  notes :  1st.  Such  as  bore 
no  interest,  but  which,  the  very  hour  they  were 
issued,  might  be  funded  in  a  7  per  cent,  stock, 
to  be  redeemed  like  other  stocks  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 2d.  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  cent.,  capable  of  being 
funded  in  like  manner,  in  a  6  per  cent,  stock. 
These  stocks  were  to  be  issued  on  application 
by  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  any 
State.  Now,  what  comparison  is  there  between 
either  of  these  classes  of  Treasury  notes  and 
those  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  which 
bear  no  interest,  and  for  which  no  fixed  redemp- 
tion is  provided  ? 

1  aflSrm  again,  therefore,  sir,  all  that  I  have 
said,  namely,  that  the  notes  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  are  regular  paper  issues,  like  the 
old  emissions  of  Congress  and  the  States  before 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution ;  and 
that  no  precedent  has  been  found  for  them,  and 
I  am  sure  none  can  be  found,  in  the  practice 
of  this  Government. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  think  the 
Senator,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of 
the  diflBculty.  Under  the  section  of  the  law 
of  1816,  which  he  had  just  read,  Treasury  notes 
were  to  be  issued  without  interest ;  they  were 
to  circulate  as  a  currency  without  interest; 
they  might  continue  to  circulate  for  years 
without  interest.  It  did  not  alter  the  case  that 
the  holder  of  them  above  a  certain  amount  had 
the  privilege  of  funding  them,  and  converting 
them  into  a  stock  bearing  interest.  This  in- 
terest did  not  commence  from  the  date  of  their 
issue,  but  from  the  time  they  were  funded. 
AH  the  time  they  remained  in  circulation,  they 
were  Treasury  notes  without  interest.  They 
were  what  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had 
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supposed  never  was  issued  under  the  present 
constitution.  Mr.  B.,  however,  agreed  witlj  the 
Senator  that  at  this  time  no  Treasury  notes 
ought  to  be  issued  which  did  not  hear  interest. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  said  that  he  was  decidedly  of 
the  impression  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  this  postponement  ought  to  be 
made.  The  object  of  the  deposit  law  was  to 
draw  the  revenue  out  of  the  grasp  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  restore  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
ought  to  be  restored.  And  now,  when  there 
was  no  surplus,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pose of  that  law  to  withhold  it.  But  the  re- 
sponsibility of  doing  so  would  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  administration  and  those  of  the 
opposition  who  made  last  year  the  extravagant 
appropriations  of  thirty-two  millions,  exceeding 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
They  were  then  told  of  the  folly  of  raising  the 
revenue,  and  of  raising  the  disbursements.  The 
result  now  was,  that  the  Government  was  bank- 
rupt. Were  they  never  to  look  ahead,  and  see 
the  difficulties  that  threatened  them  ? 

Another  era  had  now  arisen.  They  had  got 
through  with  the  surplus,  and  Mr.  0.  trusted 
they  were  through  with  the  extravagant  appro- 
priations. If  they  did  not  economize  and  re- 
trench, he  saw  a  new  age  commencing — perhaps 
that  of  Treasury  notes — when  the  compromise 
act  would  be  annulled,  and  the  high  tariff  re- 
vived. But.  Mr.  0.  would  agree  that  the  fourth 
deposit  should  be  withheld,  since  that  law  had 
fulfilled  its  main  purpose,  and  since  a  new  series 
of  extravagances  was  now  to  arise  unless  they 
kept  a  good  lookout. 

Mr.  "Walkee  moved  an  adjournment ;  when, 
a  division  being  called  for,  the  Senate  refused 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, if  in  order ;  the  object  of  which  was  to 
take  off  from  the  Secretary  the  responsibility 
of  calling  upon  the  States,  and  to  repose  this 
responsibility  where  he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it 
should  be — namely,  in  Congress.  For  this 
purpose  he  proposed  to  insert  "provided  the 
three  first  instalments  already  paid  do  remain 
on  deposit  until  further  directed  by  Congress.." 

Mr.  NiLEs  said  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had 
been  offered.  If  it  was  to  be  fully  considered, 
it  would  renew  the  debate  on  the  deposit  act, 
as  it  went  to  change  the  essential  principles 
and  terms  of  that  act.  A  majority  of  those 
wlio  voted  for  that  act,  about  which  there  had 
been  so  much  said  and  so  much  misrepresenta- 
tion, had  professed  to  regard  it — and  he  could 
not  doubt  that  at  the  time  they  did  so  regard  it 
— as  simply  a  deposit  law  ;  as  merely  changing 
the  place  of  deposit  from  the  banks  to  the 
States,  so  far  as  related  to  the  surplus.  The 
money  was  still  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  lia- 
ble to  be  drawn  out,  with  certain  limitations 
and  restrictions,  by  the  ordinary  appropriation 
laws,  without  the  direct  action  of  Congress. 
The  amendment,  if  adopted,  will  change  the 
principles  of  the  deposit  act,  and  the  condition 


of  the  money  deposited  with  the  States  under 
it.  It  will  no  longer  be  a  deposit ;  it  will  not 
be  in  the  Treasury,  even  in  point  of  legal  effect 
or  form :  the  deposit  will  be  changed  to  a  loan, 
or,  perhaps  more  properly,  a  grant  to  the 
States.  The  rights  of  the  United  States  will 
be  changed  to  a  mere  claim,  like  that  against 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  a 
claim  without  any  means  to  enforce  it.  We 
were  charged,  at  the  time,  of  making  a  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenue  to  the  States,  in 
the  disguise  and  form  of  a  deposit;  and  this 
amendment,  it  appeared  to  him,  would  he  a 
very  bold  step  towards  confirming  the  truth  of 
that  charge.  He  deemed  the  amendment  an 
important  one,  and  highly  objectionable;  bnt 
he  saw  that  the  Senate  were  prepared  to  adopt 
it,  and  he  would  not  pursue  the  discussion,  bnt 
content  himself  with  repeating  his  request  for 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  not  imagined  this 
amendment  would  meet  with  opposition.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
the  Secretary  should  be  made  responsible  for 
not  calling  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  as  the 
law  required  him  to  do  ?  The  condition  of  the 
States  was  such  that  the  Secretary  cannot  make 
such  call  upon  them.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  there- 
fore desirous  to  relieve  him  from  this  embar- 
rassment. The  suhstituting  Congress  instead 
of  the  Secretary  would  not,  Mr.  B.  thought, 
make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the  fund. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
proposed  amendment.  It  was  due  to  the  States 
in  their  sovereign  capacity  not  to  subject  them- 
selves to  be  called  upon  for  the  money  by  any 
other  authority  than  Congress. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wall,  Webster, 
White,  Williams,  Young— 33. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hub- 
bard, Niles,  Pierce,  Kives,  Eoane,  Buggies,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright — 12. 


Friday,  September  15. 
Fourth  Instalment. 

The  bill  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposit  bill,  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question  being  upon 
its  passage, 

Mr.  PnESTON,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  My 
opinion  decidedly  is,  that  the  casus  faderis  has 
not  arrived  for  Congress  to  encroach  upon  the 
fund  set  aside  for  deposit  with  the  States ;  and 
I  further  am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  it  had  now 
arrived,  yet  this  is  not  the  course  by  which  we 
shall  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  countrj;, 
in  attempting  to  bring  relief  to  the  Treasury. 
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Let  us  briefly  consider  the  history  of  the 
deposit  act.  That  act  was  passed  contempo- 
raneously with  other  acts  of  moat  prodigal 
expenditure.  "We  had  a  snplus  which  we  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of.  To  expend — to  get  rid 
of  our  overflowing  funds — was  then  the  order 
of  the  day.  "We  were  in  the  full  tide  of  an 
inauspicious  prosperity,  and  the  departments 
were  stimulated  and  goaded  on  to  find  out  how 
much  they  could  spend,  while  the  majority  in 
Congress  seemed  to  be  employed  in  finding  out 
how  much  they  could  give.  The  departments 
asked  for  twenty  millions ;  and  Congress,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  surplus,  outstripped  even  their 
extravagant  demands,  and  gave  them  thirty 
millions.  Then  it  was,  sir,  that  this,  deposit 
hUl  was  originated.  It  went  hand  in  hand  with 
hills  of  the  most  extravagant  and  prodigal  ex- 
penditure. 

Now,  sir,  under  these  circumstances,  when 
we  give  so  prodigally  to  the  departments,  at 
a  time  of  high  prices,  it  is  well  worth  our  while 
to  inquire  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  to 
lop  off  and  curtail  from  our  expendittire,  rather 
than  to  withhold  this  instalment  from  the 
States.  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  save  the 
nine  millions  of  this  instalment  by  curtailing 
the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  so  pay  the  instalment — not  by  dis- 
tressing the  States  in  withholding  it,  bu4  by 
introducing  a  wholesome  measure  of  retrench- 
ment in  the  expenditure  of  Government. 

This,  sir,  is  the  ground  I  take :  namely,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  to  curtail  our  expenditure 
than  to  stop  the  payment  of  tliis  instalment. 

Again,  I  would  ask,  does  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  this  bill  go  to  relieve  in  any  manner 
the  pressure  upon  the  people?  Not  in  the 
least,  sir.  Neither  will  the  Government  place 
itself  in  funds  by  the  operation  of  this  law. 
The  banks  have  laid  violent  hands  on  the  de- 
posits ;  they  will  pay  them  no  longer  in  the 
medium  they  were  expected  to  pay  them  in. 
Of  what  use,  then,  will  this  biU  he  to  Govern- 
ment ?  The  'money  is  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  the  wildest  enthusiast  in  favor  of  this 
measure  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  by 
the  mere  fiat  of  this  body  a  bill  such  as  this  is 
going  to  fill  the  country  with  gold  and  silver. 
We  have  not  got  the  magician's  wand,  by  one 
touch  of  which  we  can  make  the  gold  come 
forth  from  its  hiding  places.  "We  may  call, 
indeed,  by  our  enactments,  the  spirits  from  the 
vasty  deep ;  but  will  they  come  when  we  do 
call  them  ?  Will  money  be  obtained  for  the 
Government  when  you  pass  this  law?  No, 
sir;  we  all  know  that  this  bill  will  bring  no 
money  into  the  Treasury. 

It  would  be  better,  therefore,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  let  the  law  go  on,  and  let  the 
States  receive  the  whole  of  the  deposit.  The 
States,  sir,  are  willing  to  take  the  instalment  in 
the  only  medium  in  which  the  State  institutions 
are  able  to  pay  it.  They  are  not  going,  at  this 
crisis,  to  clamor  for  a  hard-money  currency. 
They  will  be  satisfied  with  receiving  the  State 


curisenoy — their  own  domestic  currency.  But 
the  President  says  "  no ; "  and  by  passing  this 
hill,  according  to  his  recommendation,  you  will 
not  let  them  receive  a  currency  which  they 
are  wiUing  to  receive.  The  amount  of  the 
instalment  now  in  the  banks  would  be  useful, 
in  that  currency,  to  them,  for  they  would  gladly 
receive  it ;  but  it  will  be  of  no  use  whatever 
to  the  Government,  for  the  Government  will 
not  receive  it.  Then,  sir,  if  I  may  use  a  homely 
similitude,  by  such  an  enactment  as  this  you 
act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger — you 
will  not  take  the  money  of  the  States  your- 
selves, and  you  will  not  let  them  have  it,  though 
they  wish  to  receive  it.  Is  this  a  noble,  or' 
even  a  politic  proceeding  ?  Is  this  your  reform- 
ing the  currency  ?  Is  this  aiding  and  relieving 
the  embarrassments  of  the  people,  to  stamp  a 
bad  name  upon  their  currency,  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  yourselves,  to  pass  laws  fixing  a  stig- 
ma upon  it,  and  then  to  forbid  others  to  re- 
ceive it  ? 

Again,  sir:  there  is  another  view  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  taken  of  this  subject ;  and, 
had  it  received  its  due  consideration,  such  a 
measure  as  this  could  surely  never  have  been 
proposed.  In  fifteen  days  from  now,  this  in- 
stalment will  be  due  to  the  States.  They  have 
already  made  their  disposition  of  the  money. 
It  has  been  disposed  of  in  various  contracts, 
and  been  directed  to  various  great  and  useful 
purposes ;  and  now,  suddenly,  at  this  short 
notice,  the  expected  sum — the  sum  which  the 
law  had  pledged  to  them — is,  by  another  law, 
to  be  withheld.  But,  by  the  terms  of  the 
deposit  law,  a  specific  time  was  fixed  upon  and 
accorded  to  the  States,  in  which  the  States 
were  to  have  notice  of  any  demand  to  be  made 
upon  them  for  the  sum  deposited.  By  the  law, 
therefore,  they  are  entitled  to  a  notice  before 
this  fourth  instalment  can  be  withdrawn  from 
them — for  they  have  already  expended  it ;  and 
this  bill  to  withhold  it  is  equivalent  in  its  action 
to  taking  back  the  money  from  them,  without 
the  notice  which  the  law  provided  for. 

Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  fully 
concurred  in  the  views  just  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbeston.) 
In  the  State  which  he  came  from,  he  said,  the 
general  opinion  was  that  retrenchment  was 
wanting,  and  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the 
several  departments  of  thp  Government.  The 
profusion  to  which  they  %  t^e  becoming  habitu- 
ated it  was  time  should  be  checked,  and  he  (Mr. 
0.)  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  that  now  was  the 
time,  if  ever,  to  put  in  force  such  a  necessary 
retrenchment.  He  (Mr.  0.)  could  not  well  un- 
derstand the  reason  why  any  other  course  should 
be  resorted  to ;  for  it  clearly  appeared  to  him 
that,  by  proper  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  Government,  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
might  be  curtailed  from  its  superfluous  disburse- 
ments to  make  up  the  amount  which  the  pay- 
ment of  this  instalment  w  ould  require. 

Mr.  Be  OWN  said :    In  addition  to  the  argu- 
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ments  which  had  already  been  urged,  and  which 
to  his  mind  were  conclusive,  in  favor  of  with- 
holding the  fourth  instalment  payable  to  the 
several  States  on  the  1st  of  October,  under  the 
deposit  act,  another  argument,  entitled  to  still 
more  weighty  consideration,  had  decided  his 
mind  in  favor  of  that  course.  If  we  refuse  to 
pass  the  bill  having  that  object  in  view,  the 
obligation  will  unavoidably  devolve  on  Con- 
gress to  provide  the  means  to  meet  the  payment 
of  the  instalment  which  will  otherwise  become 
due  to  the  States,  the  available  means  of  the 
Treasury  being  inadequate  for  that  purpose. 
Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  see  in  any  part  of 
the  constitution  the  power  to  raise  money,  and, 
of  necessity,  the  power  to  tax  our  constituents 
to  pay  the  money  thus  raised,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  depositing  it  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  The  power  to  raise  money 
was  limited  to  the  objects  and  duties  with  which 
the  General  Government  was  charged  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrument  was 
the  power  to  be  found,  either  by  express  grant  or 
implication,  to  raise  it  for  any  such  purpose.  It 
could  not  be  pretended  that  to  raise  rooney  for 
such  purpose  was  to  carry  into  effect  any  power 
belonging  to  the  General  Government.  To  his 
mind,  therefore,  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
constitution  to  exercise  such  power,  which  they 
unquestionably  would  have  to  do,  in  providing 
the  means  to  meet  the  remaining  instalment, 
if  its  payment  should  not  be  postponed.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  deposit  of  a  surplus  in 
the  State  treasuries  which  already  existed,  and 
the  power  to  raise  money  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  thus  depositing  it.  It  was  in  that  point 
of  view  that  he  deemed  the  deposit  act  of  last 
year  justifiable ;  that  act  had,  in  the  course  of 
its  execution,  exhausted  the  surplus,  which  was 
the  true  object  Congress  had  in  view  in  passing 
it ;  and,  having  fulfilled  its  great  end,  he  was 
of  opinion  its  further  operation  should  now 
cease.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Peeston)  would  have  much 
difficulty  in  reconciling  the  vote  which  he  had 
announced  his  intention  to  give  on  this  question, 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  strict  construction  of 
the  constitution,  of  which  he  had  heretofore 
professed  himself  a  zealous  advocate.  He  called 
on  that  gentleman  to  show  what  constitutional 
authority  Congress  had  to  pass  a  law  raising 
money,  not  in  execyiitin  of  any  of  its  conceded 
powers,  but  for  the'^vowed  purpose  of  being 
deposited  with  the  States. 

Besides  the  constitutional  objection  to  raising 
money  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  it  with 
the  States,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  instal- 
ment to  them  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  new  national  debt ;  than  which  nothing, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  preposterous, 
when  resorted  to  for  the  unauthorized  purpose 
of  dividing  money  among  the  States.  He 
would  in  no  event  vote  for  any  measure  leading 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  unless  it 


could  be  made  to  appear  indispensable  to  aid 
the  Government  in  the  performance  of  its 
legitimate  functions. 

Mr.  "Walkee  said :  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  hill  is  a  determination  on 
our  part  to  borrow  more  than  nine  millions  of 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  deposited  for  safekeeping  with  the  States  of 
this  Union.  The  constitution  authorizes  us  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States — but  for  what  object  ?  Clearly  for  no 
other  than  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  dele- 
gated by  the  constitution.  But  that  this  Gov- 
ernment could  borrow  millions,  without  limita-, 
tion  as  to  the  amount,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
positing it  with,  or  distributing  it  among,  tie 
States,  was  to  clothe  this  Government  with  the 
most  alarming  and  despotic  powers.  If  this 
Government  can  make  such  a  loan  for  such  a 
purpose,  the  taxing  power  is  unlimited ;  for  hy 
taxes  only  can  it  raise  the  money  to  reftmd 
what  it  has  borrowed.  Mr.  "W.  said  he  was 
one  of  a  small  minority  of  six  in  the  Senate 
who  had  voted  against  this  deposit  biH.  He 
had  then  predicted  the  disastrous  consequences 
that  he  thought  would  follow  from  the  passage 
of  this  bill ;  and  his  worst  fears  would  be  real- 
ized, if  now,  when  there  was  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  when  many  of  the  public  creditors  had 
to  Ij^  paid  in  protested  drafts  on  broken  banks,  a 
surplus  was  created  by  loans,  for  the  purpose 
of  distributing  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  well  knew  the  voracions 
character  of  the  surplus  spirit;  that  it  was 
ready  to  keep  up  the  tariff,  to  keep  up  the  pries 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  refuse  all  relief  to  the 
settlers  of  the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a  surplus  for  distribution;  hut  he  conld 
scarcely  have  believed  that  now,  when  we  must 
in  any  event  replenish,  by  loans,  an  exhausted 
Treasury,  new  loans  would  be  asked  for  to  the 
amount  of  nine  millions  for  distribution — loans 
to  be  refunded,  if  not  from  the  lands  of  the 
West,  from  the  tariff;  by  which  Mississippi, 
now  nearly  the  greatest  exporting  State  of  this 
Union,  will  receive  but  about  one-fourth  as 
much  as  she  will  be  compelled  to  refund  hy  the 
operation  of  the  tariff — reducing  tlie  price  of 
her  great  staple,  to  enrich  the  incorporated 
monopolists  of  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  did 
not  perceive  that  to  raise,  by  loans,  nine  mil- 
lions for  deposit  with  the  States,  is,  to  the  extent 
of  nine  millions,  to  render  it  necessary  to  aug- 
ment the  tariff.  It  is  true,  we  talk  of  getting 
back  this  money  from  the  States;  whilst  a 
majority  of  the  Senate— as  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
most  unwisely — have  just  taken  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  authority  which  he 
possessed,  under  the  deposit  act,  to  call  upon 
the  States  to  refund  any  portion  of  the  money 
already  deposited.  And  now  he  (Mr.  W.)  pre- 
dicted that  Congress  never  would  make  any 
requisition  upon  the  States  for  this  money,  but 
that,  when  it  was  wanted,  the  South  would  be 
compelled  to  raise  it  through  the  operation  of 
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the  tariff.  Could  any  man  doubt  tMs  result, 
when  so  hold  an  effort  was  now  made  to  induce 
the  Government  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
last  instalment  to  the  States  ? 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce,  Rives,  Koane,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Wallier,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright— 28. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift, 
Talhnadge,  Webster,  White,  Young— 17. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Treasury  Notes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Weioht  moved  to  fill  up  the  first  blank 
in  the  hill  with  the  word  "  ten,"  thereby  mak- 
ing the  amount  of  notes  to  be  issued  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  it  had  not  been  possible  for 
the  committee  to  know  the  amount  of  the  notes 
necessary  until  action  had  been  had  on  the  biU 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
which  bin  having  now  passed  the  Senate,  he 
was  able  to  fill  up  the  blank.  He  had  had  an  in- 
terview on  the  subject  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  had  learned  from  that  officer 
that,  on  the  supposition  that  no  more  extension 
would  be  granted  than  was  proposed  by  the 
bill  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  he  had 
thought  the  sum  of  eight  millions  would  be 
sufficient.  This  was,  however,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
pay  in  October  the  instalment  then  due  to  the 
Government  by  that  institution.  But  it  was 
understood  by  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
that  this  would  not  be  done,  that  bank  having 
bought  up  Treasury  drafts  issued  in  July  for 
the  payment  of  the  third  instalment  to  the 
States,  and  intending  to  give  in  those  drafts  in 
payment  of  the  instalment  then  due  from  the 
bank.  This  being  the  case,  the  Secretary 
would  require  that  the  blank  be  filled  up  with 
nine  mUlion  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  therefore,  on  this  calculation,  the  committee 
had  instructed  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  move  for  ten 
millions. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  desirous 
of  obtaining  more  full  information  relating  to 
one  point ;  and  that  was,  that  as  a  bill  had 
now  passed  the  Senate  for  arresting  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  and  since 
the  fund  intended  for  the  use  of  the  States  was 
now  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Government, 
if  it  was  intended  to  employ  the  funds  in  the 
banks  before  being  reduced  in  some  way  or 
other  to  a  specie  basis,  whether  Government 
intended  by  laws  passed,  or  to  be  passed — such,  ( 


for  example,  as  a  bankrupt  law — ^to  force  the 
conversion  of  the  funds  now  in  the  banks  into 
metal,  and  then  throw  the  sum  thus  obtained 
from  the  banks  into  the  Treasury,  there  to  lie 
without  being  used  ?  His  inquiry  was  not,  he 
thought,  useless,  since  it  must  be  evident  that 
the  amount  of  the  blank  must  depend  upon  the 
availability  of  the  funds  in  the  banks. 

Mr.  Weight  said  it  had  been  ascertained,  and 
was  so  stated  in  the  Secretary's  report,  that  all 
the  money  in  the  banks  subject  to  draft  on  the 
28th  of  August  last  amounted  only  to  eight 
million  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand 
dollars.  Out  of  that  sum  the  expenses  for  the 
month  of  September  were  to  be  taken,  which 
would  leave  the  sum  reduced  to  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  by  the  1st  of  October. 
But,  if  the  outstanding  drafts  should  come  in 
on  the  Treasury,  (many  of  them  being  protest- 
ed,) in  that  case  the  available  amount  would 
still  be  diminished,  and  the  Treasury  would  be 
in  want  of  means.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
ready  means  without  the  assistance  of  Con- 
gress. In  aU  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  money  in 
the  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, (only  a  small  sum  subject  to  drafts  being 
with  them — say  less  than  a  million,)  and  cred- 
itors were  not  wOling  to  receive  drafts  upon 
the  South-western  banks,  where  now  almost  all 
the  funds  in  deposit  with  banks  were  placed. 

Such  being  the  case,  and  such  the  amount 
of  unavailable  money,  the  object  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  was  to  anticipate  the  funds  in 
deposit  with  the  banks  unto.  Congress  should 
say  how  those  funds  were  to  be  made  available. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  had  reported  a  bill 
giving  to  those  banks  intervals  of  two,  five,  and 
eight  months  in  which  to  pay  the  sums  due ; 
dividing  the  balance  in  their  hands  into  three 
instalments.  Again:  the  extension  granted 
already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted,  on 
bonds,  would  diminish  the  means  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  from  all  which  considerations,  the  issue 
of  these  notes  was  rendered  necessary  to  meet 
the  current  expenses. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  professed  himself 
greaty  obliged  by  the  valuable  information 
communicated  by  the  honorable  Senator,  (Mr. 
Weisht;)  but  he  still  felt  that  the  inquiry 
which  he  had  wished  to  make  was  not  yet 
answered.  He  meant  to  inquire  if  the  money 
in  the  banks  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes,  or 
if  the  banks  were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them 
in  specie ;  and  then,  if  these  funds  were  to  be 
left  idle? 

Mr.  Wbight,  in  reply,  said  they  would  not 
be  used  as  bank-notes  unless  the  law  should 
authorize  them  so  to  be  used. 

Mr.  Clay  :  Then  it  comes  to  this :  we  have 
passed  a  bill  to  take  funds  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  would  have  been  glad  to  use  them, 
to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  others  who  refuse 
to  acknowledge  and  make  use  of  them.  The 
States  would  have  been  glad  to  receive  this 
money  in  the  shape  of  bank-notes,  and  we 
have  taken  it  from  them.    Again:  Government 
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refuses  to  call  them  funds  in  tliat  shape ;  and 
to  Government  we  have  now  made  them  over 
by  the  bill  just  passed  !  And  as  Government, 
though  it  receives  those  funds,  and  prevents 
their  being  paid  to  the  States,  will  not  acknowl- 
edge them  as  funds,  there  is  a  deficiency  exist- 
ing ;  and  this  deficiency  is  to  be  supplied  by 
issuing  Treasury  notes,  in  order  that  Govern- 
ment may  be  able  to  get  along.  That  is  to 
say,  Government  will  not  receive  the  paper  of 
the  country,  and  is  about  to  create  a  paper  of 
its  own,  which  the  country  is  expected  to  re- 
ceive !  And  thus,  all  the  promises  which  have 
been  made  to  us  of  the  flowing  of  gold  and 
silver  all  over  the  country — these  promises  of  a 
better  currency  result  in  the  i^sue  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  mcmey ! 


Monday,  September  18. 

Mr.  EiVES  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  designating 
the  funds  to  be  received  by  Government  in 
payment  of  public  dues. 

Mr.  E.  observed,  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
day,  intimated  his  intention  of  proposing  a  bill 
of  this  description  himself,  in  the  event  that 
no  similar  bill  should  be  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mnance.  He  viewed  the  neglect  of 
this  highly  important  subject  likely  to  be  of 
such  serious  consequence  to  the  community  at 
large,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  act  on  the 
occasion  by  bringing  in  a  bill  calculated  to  do 
justice  to  the  people  in  this  particular. 

Treasury  Notes. 

The  bill  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  hav- 
ing been  postponed  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give 
Mr.  Oalhotjn  an  opportunity  of  preparing  an 
amendment,  and  of  ofiering  his  sentiments 
generally  upon  the  subject,  was  now  resumed 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHoira,  after  a  general  view  of  the 
state  of  the  country  and  of  the  causes  which 
produced  the  distress,  and  of  a  national  bank 
and  local  banks,  as  furnishers  of  currency,  went 
on  to  say : 

In  supporting  the  bank  of  1816,  I  openly 
declared  that,  as  a  question  de  noDO,  I  would  be 
decidedly  against  the  bank,  and  would  be  the 
last  to  give  it  my  support.  I  also  stated  that, 
in  supporting  the  bank  then,  I  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  the  then 
existing  and  long-established  connection  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  banking  system. 
I  took  the  ground,  even  at  that  early  period, 
that  so  long  as  the  connection  existed,  so  long 
as  the  Government  received  and  paid  away 
bank-notes  as  money,  they  were  bound  to  regu- 
late their  value,  and  had  no  alternative  but  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

I  found  the  connection  in  existence  and 
established  before  my  time,  and  over  which  I 
could  have  no  control.  I  yielded  to  the  neces- 
sity, in  order  to  correct  the  disordered  state  of 
the  currency,  which  had  fallen  exclusively  im- 


der  the  control  of  the  States.  I  yielded  to 
what  I  could  not  reverse,  just  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate  now  would,  who  might  believe 
that  Louisiana  was  unconstitutionally  admitted 
into  the  Union,  but  who  would,  nevertheless, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  to  extend  the  laws,  to 
that  State,  as  one  of  its  members,  on  the  ground 
that  its  admission  was  an  act,  whether  consti- 
tutional or  unconstitutional,  which  he  could 
not  reverse. 

In  1834  I  acted  in  conformity  to  the  same 
principle,  in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  for  a  short  period.  My  object,  as  ex- 
pressly avowed,  was  to  use  the  bank  to  break 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banking  system  gradually,  in  order  to  avert 
the  catastrophe  which  has  now  befallen  us,  and 
which  I  then  clearly  perceived.  But  the  con- 
nection, which  I  believed  to  be  irreversible  in 
1816,  has  now  been  broken  by  operation  of  law. 
It  is  now  an  open  question.  I  feel  myself  free, 
for  the  first  time,  to  choose  my  course  on  this 
important  subject ;  and,  in  opposing  a  bank,  I 
act  in  conformity  to  principles  which  I  have 
entertained  ever  since  I  have  fully  investigated 
the  subject. 

But  my  opposition  to  a  reimion  with  the 
banks  is  not  confined  to  objections  limited  to  a 
national  or  State  banks.  It  goes  beyond,  and 
comprehends  others  of  a  more  general  nature, 
relating  to  the  currency,  which  to  me  are  de- 
cisive. I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  con- 
nection has  a  most  pernicious  influence  over 
bank  currency ;  that  it  tends  to  disturb  that 
stability  and  uniformity  of  value  which  is  es- 
sential to  a  sound  currency ;  and  is  among  the 
leading  causes  of  that  tendency  to  expansion 
and  contraction,  which  experience  has  shown 
is  incident  to  bank-notes  as  a  currency.  They 
are,  in  my  opinion,  at  best,  without  the  requi- 
site qualities  to  constitute  a  currency,  even 
when  unconnected  with  the  Government ;  and 
are  doubly  disqualified  by  reason  of  that  con- 
nection, which  subjects  them  to  sudden  expan- 
sions and  contractions,  and  exposes  them  to 
fatal  catastrophes,  such  as  the  present. 

I  will  explain  my  views.  A  bank-note  cir- 
culates not  merely  on  account  of  the  credit  of 
the  institution  by  which  it  is  issued,  but  because 
Government  receives  it  like  gold  and  silver  in 
all  its  dues,  and  thus  adds  its  own  credit  to  that 
of  the  bank.  It,  in  fact,  virtually  endorses  on 
the  note  of  every  specie-paying  bank,  "  receiv- 
able by  the  Government  in  its  dues."  To  un- 
derstand how  greatly  this  adds  to  the  circula- 
tion of  bank-notes,  we  must  remember  that 
Government  is  the  great  money-dealer  of  the 
country,  and  the  holder  of  immense  public 
domains ;  and  that  it  has  the  power  of  creating 
a  demand  against  every  citizen,  as  high  as  it 
pleases,  in  the  shape  of  a  tax,  or  duty,  which 
can  be  discharged,  as  the  law  now  is,  only  by 
bank-notes  or  gold  and  silver.  This,  of  course, 
cannot  but  add  greatly  to  the  credit  of  bank- 
notes, and  contribute  much  to  their  circulation, 
though  it  may  be  difiicult  to  determine,  with 
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any  precision,  to  what  extent.  It  certainly  is 
very  great.  For  why  is  it  that  an  individual  of 
the  first  credit,  whose  responsibility  is  so  in- 
disputable that  his  friend  of  equal  credit  en- 
dorses his  note  for  nothing,  should  put  his  name 
with  his  friend's,  being  their  joint  credit,  into  a 
bank,  and  take  out  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
which  is,  in  fact,  but  the  credit  of  the  bank 
itself,  and  pay  six  per  cent,  discount  between 
the  credit  of  himself  and  his  friend  and  that  of 
the  bank  ?  The  known  and  established  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  but  there  is 
another  and  powerful  one :  the  Government 
treats  the  credit  of  the  bank  as  gold  and  silver 
in  all  its  transactions,  and  does  not  treat  the 
credit  of  individuals  in  the  same  manner.  To 
test  the  truth :  let  us  reverse  the  case,  and 
suppose  the  Government  to  treat  the  joint  cre- 
dit of  the  individuals  as  money,  and  not  the 
credit  of  the  bank ;  and  isit  not  obvious  that, 
instead  of  borrowing  from  the  bank,  and  pay- 
ing six  per  cent,  discount,  the  bank  would  be 
glad  to  borrow  from  them  on  the  same  terms  ? 
From  this  we  may  perceive  the  powerful  in- 
fluence which  bank  circulation  derives  from 
the  connection  with  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

It  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
to  the  extent  of  this  influence  the  issues  of  the 
banks  expand  and  contract  with  the  expansion 
and  contraction  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  with  the  increase  of  its  duties,  taxes, 
income,  and  expenditure ;  with  the  deposits  in 
its  vaults,  acting  as  additional  capital,  and  the 
amount  of  bank-notes  withdrawn,  in  conse- 
quence, from  circulation;  all  of  which  must 
directly  affect  the  amount  of  their  business  and 
issues,  and  bank  currency,  and  must,  of  course, 
partalie  of  all  those  vibrations  to  which  the  fis- 
cal action  of  the  Government  is  necessarily  ex- 
posed ;  and,  when  great  and  sudden,  must  ex- 
pose the  system  to  catastrophes  such  as  we  now 
witness.  In  fact,  a  more  suitable  instance  can- 
not be  selected  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  what 
I  assert  than  the  present,  as  I  shall  proceed  to 
show. 

To  understand  the  causes  which  have  led  to 
the  present  state  of  things,  we  must  go  back  to 
the  year  1824,  when  the  tariff  system  triumph- 
ed in  Congress — a  system  which  imposed  duties 
not  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  to  en- 
courage the  industry  of  one  portion  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  was 
followed  up  by  the  act  of  1828,  which  consum- 
mated the  system.  It  raised  the  duties  so  ex- 
travagantly, that  out  of  an  annual  importation 
of  sixty-four  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
the  Treasury ;  that  is,  Government  took  one- 
half  for  the  liberty  of  introducing  the  other. 
Countless  millions  were  thus  poured  into  the 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
which  became  in  time  the  source  of  the  most 
extravagant  expenditures.  This  vast  increase 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  was  followed  by 
a  corresponding  expansion  of  the  business  of 
the  banks.    They  had  to  discount  and  issue  i 


freely,  to  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
duty  bonds,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  vastly-in- 
creased expenditures  of  the  Government.  An- 
other effect  followed  the  act  of  1828,  which 
gave  a  still  further  expansion  to  the  action  of 
the  banks,  and  which  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 
turned  the  exchange  with  England  in  favor  of 
this  country.  That  portion  of  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
duties,  could  no  longer  return  with  profit  in  the- 
usual  articles  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  principally  from  that  country  in 
exchange  for  our  exports,  returned  in  gold  and 
silver,  in  order  to  purchase  similar  articles  at 
the  North.  This  was  the  first  cause  that  gave 
that  western  direction  to  the  precious  metals, 
the  revulsive  return  of  which  has  been  followed 
by  so  many  disasters.  With  the  exchange  in 
our  favor,  and  consequently  no  demand  for 
gold  and  silver  abroad,  and  the  vast  demand 
for  money  attendant  on  an  increase  of  the  rev- 
enue, almost  every  restraint  was  removed  on 
the  discounts  and  issues  of  the  banks,  especial- 
ly in  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  where 
these  causes  principally  operated.  With  their 
increase,  wages  and  prices  of  every  description 
rose  in  proportion,  followed,  of  course,  by  an 
increasing  demand  on  the  banks  for  further  is- 
sues. This  is  the  true  cause  of  that  expansion 
of  the  currency,  which  began  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  administration,  but 
which  was  eiToneously  charged  by  it  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the 
action  of  the  Government. 

The  bank,  in  increasing  its  business,  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
time,  and  in  conformity  with  the  banks  gener- 
ally in  the  same  section.  It  was  at  this  junc- 
ture that  the  late  administration  came  into 
power ;  a  juncture  remarkable  in  many  respects, 
but  more  especially  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  the  currency.  Most  of  the  causes  which 
have  since  terminated  in  the  complete  prostra- 
tion of  the  banks  and  the  commercial  prosper- 
ity of  the  country  were  in  full  activity. 

Another  cause,  about  that  time,  (I  do  not 
remember  the  precise  date,)  began  to  produce 
powerful  effects.  I  refer  to  the  last  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  was 
renewed  for  ten  years,  and,  among  other  pro- 
visions, contained  one  making  the  notes  of  that 
bank  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases  except  between 
the  bank  and  its  creditors.  The  effect  was  to 
dispense  still  further  with  the  use  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  in  that  great  commercial  country, 
which,  of  course,  caused  them  to  fiow  out  in 
every  direction  through  the  various  channels 
of  its  commerce.  A  large  portion  took  then- 
direction  hitherward,  and  served  still  further 
to  increase  the  current  which,  from  causes  al- 
ready enumerated,  was  flowing  in  this  direc- 
tion ;  and  which  still  further  increased  the 
force  of  the  returning  current,  on  the  turn  of 
the  tide. 

The  administration  did  not  comprehend  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  which  surrounded  it. 
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Instead  of  perceiving  tlie  true  reason  of  the 
expansion  of  tlie  currency,  and  adopting  tlie 
measures  necessary  to  arrest  it,  they  attributed 
it  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
it  the  cause  or  pretext  of  waging  war  on  that 
institution.  Among  the  first  acts  of  hostility, 
the  deposits  were  removed,  and  transferred  to 
selected  State  banks ;  the  effect  of  which,  in- 
stead of  resisting  the  tendency  to  expansion, 
was  to  throw  off  the  only  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  in 
check ;  and,  of  course,  gave  to  the  swelling 
tide,  which  was  destined  to  desolate  the  coun- 
try, a  powerful  impulse.  Banks  sprung  up  in 
every  direction ;  discounts  and  issues  increased 
almost  without  limitation ;  and  an  immense 
surplus  revenue  accumulated  in  the  deposit 
bariks,  which,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  the  most  extravagant  appropriations  could 
not  exhaust,  and  which  acted  as  additional 
banking  capital.  The  value  of  money  daily 
depreciated ;  prices  rose ;  and  then  commenced 
those  unbounded  speculations,  particularly  in 
public  lands,  which  were  transferred,  by  mil- 
lions of  acres,  from  the  public  to  the  speculators 
for  worthless  bank-notes,  till  at  length  the 
swelling  flood  was  checked,  and  the  revulsive 
current  burst  its  barriers,  and  overspread  and 
desolated  the  land. 

The  first  check  came  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, which,  alarmed  at  the  loss  of  its  precious 
metals,  refused  to  discount  American  bills,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  further  decrease  of  its  cash 
means,  and  cause  a  return  of  those  which  it 
had  lost.  Then  followed  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  act,  which,  instead  of  a  remedial  meas- 
ure, as  it  might  have  been  made  if  properly 
executed,  was  made  the  instrument  of  weaken- 
ing the  banks  at  the  point  of  pressure,  especial- 
ly in  the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  the 
Union,  where  so  large  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  was  accumulated.  And,  finally,  the 
Treasury  order,  which  still  further  weakened 
those  banks,  by  withdrawing  their  cash  means 
to  be  invested  in  public  lands  in  the  West. 

It  is  often  easier  to  prevent  what  cannot  be 
remedied,  which  the  present  instance  strongly 
illustrates.  If  the  administration  had  formed 
a  true  conception  of  the  danger  in  time,  what 
has  since  happened  might  have  then  been  easily 
averted.  The  near  approach  of  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  would 
have  afforded  ample  means  of  staying  the  deso- 
lation, if  it  had  been  timely  and  properly  used. 
I  saw  it  then,  and  purposed  to  renew  the  char- 
ter, for  a  limited  period,  with  such  modifications 
as  would  have  effectually  resisted  the  increas- 
ing expansion  of  the  currency,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  gradually  and  fiinally  wear  out  the  con- 
nection between  the  bank  and  the  Government. 
To  use  the  expression  I  then  used,  "  to  unbank 
the  banks ;  "  to  let  down  the  system  easily, 
and  so  to  effect  the  separation  between  the 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  avoid  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  shook  which  I  then  saw  was  in- 
evitable   without   some   puch   remedy.     The 


moment  was  eminently  propitious.  The  pre- 
cious metals  were  fiowing  in  on  us  from  every 
quarter,  and  the  vigorous  measures  I'  purposed 
to  adopt  in  the  renewal  of  the  charter  would 
have  effectually  arrested  the  increase  of  banks 
and  checked  the  excess  of  their  discounts  and 
issues;  so  that  the  accumulating  mass  of  "gold 
and  silver,  instead  of  being  converted  into  bank 
capital,  and  swelling  the  tide  of  paper  circula- 
tion, would  have  been  substituted  in  the  place 
of  bank-notes,  as  a  permanent  and  wholesome 
addition  to  the  currency  of  the  coimtry. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  oppo- 
sition sustained  me,  and  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity passed  unseized.  I  then  clearly  saw  the 
coming  calamity  was  inevitable ;  and  it  has 
neither  arrived  sooner,  nor  is  it  greater,  than  I 
anticipated. 

Such  are  the  leading  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced the  present  disordered  state  of  the  cnr- 
rency.  There  are  o'thers  of  a  minor  character, 
connected  with  the  general  condition  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  IjTit 
which,  of  themselves,  would  have  produced 
but  little  effect.  To  repeat  the  causes  in  a  few 
words :  the  vast  increase  which  the  tariffs  of 
1824  and  1828  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government,  combined  with  the  causes  I  have 
enumerated,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  currency.  These,  in  turn,  gave 
that  extraordinary  impulse  to  overtrading  and 
speculation  (they  are  effects,  and  not  causes) 
which  has  finally  terminated  in  the  present 
calamity.  It  may  thus  be  ultimately  traced  to 
the  connection  between  the  banks  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1816  in 
this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great  Britain, 
were  produced  by  like  causes. 

Having  now  presented  my  views  of  the 
course  and  the  measures  which  the  permanent 
policy  of  the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and 
lasting  prosperity,  requires,  I  come  finally  to  the 
question  of  relief.  I  have  placed  this  last— not 
that  I  am  devoid  of  sympathy  for  the  country 
in  the  pecuniary  distress  which  now  pervades 
it. 

After  the  best  reflection,  I  am  of  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Government  can  do  but  little  in 
the  way  of  relief,  and  that  it  is  a  case  which 
must  be  mainly  left  to  the  constitution  of  the 
patient,  who,  thank  God,  is  young,  vigorous, 
and  robust,  with  a  constitution  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain and  overcome  the  severest  attack.  I  dread 
the  doctor  and  his  drugs  much  more  than  the 
disease  itself.  The  distress  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness,  and  can  only  be  reliev- 
ed by  the  payment  of  its  debts.  To  effect  this, 
industry,  frugality,  economy,  and  time,  are  ne- 
cessary. I  rely  more  on  the  growing  crop— on 
the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  of  the  South — 
than  on  all  the  projects  or  devices  of  politicians. 
I  am  utterly  opposed  to  all  coercion  by  this 
Government.  But  Government  may  do  some- 
thing to  relievo  the  distress.    It  is  out  of  debt, 
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and  is  tne  of  tlie  principal  creditors  both  of 
the  banks  and  of  the  merchants,  and  should  set 
an  example  of  liberal  indulgence.  This  I  am 
willing  to  give  freely.  I  am  also  prepared  to 
vote  freely  the  use  of  Government  credit  in 
some  safe  form,  to  supply  any  deficit  in  the  cir- 
culation during  the  process  of  recovery,  as  far 
as  its  financial  wants  will  permit.  I  see  not 
what  more  can  be  safely  done.  But  my  vision 
may  be  obtuse  upon  this  subject.  Those  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who  profess  ?o  much  sym- 
pathy for  the  public,  seem  to  think  that  much 
relief  may  be  afforded.  I  hope  they  will  pre- 
sent their  views.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  their 
prescriptions;  and  I  assure  them  that  what- 
ever they  may  propose,  if  it  shall  promise  re- 
lief, and  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  course 
which  I  deem  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
restoration  of  the  country  to  perfect  health, 
shall  cheerfully  receive  my  support.  They  may 
be  more  keen-sighted  than  I  am  as  to  the  best 
means  of  relief,  but  cannot  have  a  stronger  dis- 
position to  afford  it. 

We  have,  Mr.  President,  arrived  at  a  remark- 
able era  in  our  political  history.  The  days  of 
legislative  and  executive  encroachments,  of 
tariffs  and  surpluses,  of  bank  and  public  debt, 
and  extravagant  expenditure,  are  past  for  the 
present.  The  Government  stands  in  a  position 
disentangled  from  the  past,  and  freer  to  choose 
its  future  course  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its 
commencement.  We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh 
start.  I  move  off  under  the  State-rights  ban- 
ner, and  go  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have 
been  so  long  moving.  I  seize  the  opportunity 
thoroughly  to  reform  the  Government ;  to  bring 
it  back  to  its  original  principles ;  to  retrench 
and  economize,  and  rigidly  to  enforce  account- 
ability. I  shall  oppose  strenuously  all  attempts 
to  originate  a  new  debt ;  to  create  a  national 
bank ;  to  reunite  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er— more  dangerous  than  that  of  church  and 
state — in  any  form  or  shape ;  to  prevent  the 
disturbances  of  the  compromise,  which  is  grad- 
ually removing  the  last  vestige  of  the  tariff 
system ;  and,  mainly,  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts 
to  give  an  ascendency  to  the  great  conservative 
principle  of  State  sovereignty,  over  the  danger- 
ous and  despotic  doctrine  of  consolidation.  I 
rejoice  to  think  that  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  is  now  so  reduced  in  pow- 
er and  means,  that  it  can  no  longer  rely  on  its 
influence  and  patronage  to  secure  a  majority. 
Ilenceforward  it  can  have  no  hope  of  support- 
ing itself  but  on  wisdom,  moderation,  patriot- 
ism, and  devoted  attachment  to  the  constitution, 
which  I  trust  will  make  it,  in  its  own  defence, 
an  ally  in  effecting  the  reform  which  I  deem 
indispensable  to  the  salvation  of  the  country 
and  its  institutions. 

I  look,  sir,  with  pride  to  the  wise  and  noble 
bearing  of  the  little  State-rights  party,  of  which 
it  is  my  pride  to  be  a  member,  throughout  the 
eventful  period  through  which  the  country  has 
passed  since  1824.  Experience  already  bears 
testimony  to   their   patriotism,  firmness,  and 


sagacity;  and  history  will  do  it  justice.  In 
that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  the  tariff  system 
triumphed  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  We 
saw  its  disastrous  political  bearings;  foresaw 
its  surpluses  and  the  extravagances  to  which  it 
would  lead.  We  raUied  on  the  election  of  the 
late  President  to  arrest  it,  through  the  influence 
of  the  '  Executive  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  this  we  failed.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  by  the  action  of  a  small  but  gallant  State, 
and  through  the  potency  of  its  interposition, 
we  brouglit  the  system  to  the  ground,  sustained 
as  it  was  by  the  opposition  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  whole  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government.  The  pernicious  overflow 
of  the  Treasury,  of  which  it  was  the  parent, 
could  not  be  arrested  at  once.  The  surplus  was 
seized  on  by  the  Executive,  and,  by  its  control 
over  the  banks,  became  the  fruitful  source  of 
Executive  influence  and  encroachment.  With- 
out hesitation,  we  joined  our  old  opponents  on 
the  tariff  question,  but  under  our  own  flag,  and 
without  merging  in  their  ranks,  and  made  a 
gallant  and  successful  war  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive.  That  terminated,  we 
part  with  our  late  allies  in  peace;  and  move 
forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may,  to  secure  the 
fruits  of  our  long  but  successful  struggle,  under 
the  old  republican  flag  of  1798,  which,  though 
tattered  and  torn,  has  never  yet  been  lowered, 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  never  shall  be 
with  my  consent. 

On  concluding  his  speech  Mr.  0.  submitted 
his  amendment,  which  provided  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  January  next,  three-fourths  of 
the  money  due  to  the  Government  may  be  paid 
in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks ;  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  one-half  might 
be  paid  in  such  notes ;  one-quarter  after  the  1st 
of  January,  1840 ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  January,  1841,  all  sums  due  the  Govern- 
ment for  customs,  lands,  &c.,  shall  be  paid  only 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  such  notes,  bills,  &c.,  as  should  by  law  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  Webstee  rose,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  0.  to 
what  bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  replied,  to  one  called  the  di- 
vorce bill  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks,  which  he  said  was  just  ahead. 

Mr.  Benton",  after  expressing  his  entire  con- 
currence in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  GALnomsr, 
sent  to  the  Chair  two  amendments  of  his  own, 
which  he  said  comprised  the  substance  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  him  two  years  ago,  "  to 
re-establish  the  constitutional  currency  of  the 
country."  His  first  amendment  provides  that, 
after  a  day  to  be  specified,  all  the  public  dues 
should  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  only,  and  in 
Treasury  notes  and  land  scrip,  as  might  by  law 
be  authorized;  and  the  second  provides  that, 
after  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  the  Treasury  should  begin  with  specie 
payments. 
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[These  amendments,  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
notiN's,  were  ordered  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  ]3.  said  he  should  not  have  risen  in  this 
debate,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misapprehensions 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  some 
Senators  as  to  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  is 
called  by  some  a  paper-money  bill,  and  by 
others  a  bill  to  germinate  a  new  national  debt. 
These  are  serious  imputations,  and  require  to 
be  answered,  not  by  declamation  and  recrimina- 
tion, but  by  facts  and  reasons,  addressed  to  the 
candor  and  to  the  intelligence  of  an  enlightened 
and  patriotic  community. 

I  dissent  from  the  imputations  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill.  I  maintain  that  it  is  neither  a 
paper-money  bill,  nor  a  bill  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion for  a  new  national  debt ;  and  will  briefly 
give  my  reasons  for  believing  as  I  do  on  both 
points. 

There  are  certainly  two  classes  of  Treasury 
notes — one  for  investment,  and  one  for  circula- 
tion ;  and  both  classes  are  known  to  our  laws, 
and  possess  distinctive  features,  which  define 
their  respective  characters,  and  confine  them 
to  their  respective  uses. 

The  notes  for  investment  bear  an  interest 
sufficient  to  induce  capitalists  to  exchange  gold 
and  silver  for  them,  and  to  lay  them  by  as  a 
productive  fund.  This  is  their  distinctive  feat- 
ure, but  not  the  only  one ;  they  possess  other 
subsidiary  qualities,  such  as  transferability  only 
by  endorsement — payable  at  a  fixed  time— not 
re-issuable — nor  of  small  denomination — and 
to  be  cancelled  when  paid.  Notes  of  this  class 
are,  in  fact,  loan  notes — notes  to  raise  loans  on, 
by  selling  them  for  hard  money — either  im- 
mediately by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or, 
secondarily,  by  the  creditor  of  the  Government 
to  whom  they  have  been  paid.  In  a  word,  they 
possess  all  the  qualities  which  invite  invest- 
ment, and  forbid  and  impede  circulation.  The 
act  of  1812  authorized  an  issue  of  notes  of  this 
description.  They  bore  five  and  two-fifths  per 
cent,  interest,  with  an  express  clause  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  raise  money 
upon  them  by  loan.  I  presume  there  are  Sen- 
ators present  who  were  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1812,  who  gave  the  sanc- 
tion of  their  approbation  to  the  Treasury  note 
law  of  that  year,  and  who  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  hear  the  epithets  applied  to  that  law 
which  are  lavished  upon  this  bill,  which  is 
copied  from  it. 

The  Treasury  notes  for  currency  are  distin- 
guished by  features  and  qualities  the  reverse  of 
those  which  have  been  mentioned.  They  bear 
little  or  no  interest.  They  are  payable  to  bear- 
er— transferable'  by  delivery — re-issuable— of 
low  denominations — and  frequently  reimburs- 
ible  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government.  They 
are,  in  fact,  paper-  money,  and  possess  all  the 
qualities  which  forbid  investment,  and  Invite  to 
circulation.  The  Treasury  notes  of  1815  were 
of  that  character,  except  for  the  optional  clause 
to  enable  the  holder  to  fund  them  at  the  interest 
which  commanded  loans — at  seven  per  cent. 


These  are  the  distinctive  features  ol*the  two 
classes  of  notes.  Now  try  the  committee's  bill 
by  the  test  of  these  qualities.  It  will  he  found 
that  the  notes  which  it  authorizes  belong  to 
the  first-named  class ;  that  they  are  to  bear  an 
interest,  which  may  be  six  per  cent. ;  that  they 
are  transferable  only  by  endorsement;  that 
they  are  not  re-issuable ;  that  they  are  to  be 
paid  at  a  day  certain,  to  wit,  within  one  year ; 
that  they  are  jiot  to  be  issued  of  less  denomina- 
tion than  onehundred  dollars ;  are  to  be  can- 
celled when  taken  up ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  expressly  authorized  to  raise 
money  upon  them  by  loaning  them. 

These  are  the  features  and  qualities  of  the 
notes  to  be  issued,  and  they  define  and  fix  their 
character  as  notes  to  raise  loans,  and  to  be  laid 
by  as  investments,  and  not  as  notes  for  currency, 
to  be  pushed  into  circulation  by  the  power  of 
the  Government,  and  to  add  to  the  curse  of  the 
day  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  unconvertible 
paper  money. 

The  execution  of  the  act,  and  especially  the 
cardinal  feature  of  the  quantum  of  interest,  is 
left  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  presume  it  wiU  be  executed  as  a 
law  to  borrow  money ;  and  in  that  point  of 
view  the  interest  was  left  open,  under  a  maxi- 
mum limit,  as  is  proper  to  be  done  in  all  proposi- 
tions for  loans.  Bids  may  be  invited  by  ad- 
vertisement; the  competition  of  lenders  may 
fix  the  interest ;  capitalists  may  fix  it  by  com- 
petition, though  nominally  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  and  Secretary ;  and  at  what- 
ever rate  it  is  thus  fixed — at  whatever  rate  a 
loan  of  gold  and  silver  is  commanded — at  that 
rate  the  whole  issue,  made  at  any  one  time, 
ought  to  go.  There  should  not  be  two  rates 
of  interest — a  high  one  for  the  independent  and 
opulent  capitalist,  and  a  low  one  for  the  help- 
less and  necessitous  public  creditor. 

This  is  my  opinion  of  the  character  of  these 
Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  mode  of  using  them. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  that  lenders  will  present 
themselves,  and  that  the  whole  ten  millions 
may  be  borrowed  in  gold  and  silver  just  as  fast 
as  the  Government  needs  it.  That  opinion  is 
formed  upon  data — upon  the  great  amou»t  of 
specie  now  in  the  country,  its  unproductiveness 
to  its  present  holders,  and  the  facility  with 
which  large  amounts  of  specie  were  borrowed 
immediately  after  the  banlc  suspensions  and  the 
commercial  revulsions  of  1819.  The  specie  in 
the  United  States  cannot  now  be  less  than  it 
was  six  months  ago,  to  wit,  eighty  millions  of 
dollars ;  for  it  is  shown  by  the  Custom-house 
reports,  and  other  data,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  to  sliip  it  to  Europe,  the  imports  and 
exports  are  about  even  during  that  time ;  and 
that,  taking  the  whole  fiscal  year  together,  the 
imports  now  exceed  the  exports  by  nearly  four 
millions  of  dollars  ;  and  that  near  $900,000  in 
gold  heave  been  coined  in  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  the  present  calendar  year.  The  specie 
in  the  country  cannot,  therefore,  be  less  than 
$80,000,000,  and,  upon  the  calculation  of  last 
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year,  is  more.  The  whole  of  this  vast  amount 
is  lying  idle,  barren,  and  unproductive  to  its 
Q-wners — not  that  they  are  all  unwilling  to  lend 
it,  and  to  receive  interest,  hut  for  want  of  bor- 
rowers in  whom  they  have  confidence.  The 
United  States  will  present  that  borrower,  and 
will  bring  forth  the  hoarded  treasures  which 
the  lack  of  general  confidence  now  consigns  to 
sterility  in  private  chests  and  in  special  bank 
deposits.  Thus  it  was  in  1819-'20.  The  com- 
mercial and  bank  catastrophe  of  that  period 
took  place  in  1819 ;  in  less  than  a  year  after- 
wards, from  the  collapse  of  business  and  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  money  in  the  Atlantic 
cities  was  abundant,  idle,  and  seeking  invest- 
ment at  four  or  five  per  cent.  So  says  Mr. 
Oheves — so  we  can  all  remember. 

The  bill  has  been  denounced  as  the  germ  of  a 
new  national  debt.  It  certainly  proposes  the 
creation  of  a  debt.  But  for  what  purpose,  and 
under  what  circumstances  ?  To  comply  with 
the  maxim,  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  bless- 
ing ?  By  no  means !  But  to  relieve  the  States 
from  being  called  upon,  for  a  reimbursement  of 
any  part  of  the  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars 
which  have  been  deposited  with  them ;  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  from  an  immediate  payment 
of  four  mOlions ;  and  to  relieve  the  late  de- 
posit banks  from  an  immediate  press  for  six 
millions.  This  is  the  object.  The  loan  of  ten 
millions  on  the  Treasury  notes  comes  in  place 
of  the  four  and  six  millions  due  from  merchants 
and  the  banks.  It  is  because  we  cannot  collect 
the  one,  that  we  create  the  other.  If  we  had 
the  ten  millions  from  the  merchants  and  the 
banks,  we  should  not  want  the  Treasury  notes ; 
not  being  able  to  collect  those  ten  millions,  we 
give  time  to  our  debtors,  and  borrow  an  equiv- 
alent sum. 

I  trust  I  have  vindicated  the  biU  from  the 
stigma  of  being  a  paper  currency  bill,  and  from 
the  imputation  of  being  the  first  step  towards 
the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt.  I  hope  it 
is  fully  cleared  from  the  odium  of  both  these 
imputations.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  policy  of  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  time  of 
peace,  or  even  in  time  of  war,  until  the  ordi- 
nary resources  of  loans  and  taxes  had  been  tried 
and  exhausted.  I  am  no  friend  to  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  of  any  kind.  As  loans,  they 
are  a  disguised  mode  of  borrowing,  and  easy 
to  slide  into  a  currency  :  as  a  currency,  it  is  the 
most  seductive,  the  most  dangerous,  and  the 
most  liable  to  abuse  of  all  the  descriptions  of  pa- 
per money.  "  The  stamping  of  paper  (by  Gov- 
ernment) is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the 
laying  of  taxes,  or  of  borrowing  money,  that 
a  Government  in  the  habit  of  paper  emissions 
would  rarely  fail,  in  any  emergency,  to  indulge 
itself  too  far  in  the  employment  of  that  re- 
source, to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  one  less 
auspicious  to  present  popularity."  So  said 
General  Hamilton ;  and  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Macon,  Eandolph,  and  all  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
publican church,  concurred  with  him.  These 
sagacious  statesmen  were  shy  of  this  facile  and 


seductive  resource,  "  so  liable  to  abuse,  and  so 
certain  of  being  abused."  They  held  it  inad- 
missible to  recur  to  it  in  time  of  peace,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  thought  of  amidst  the 
exigencies  and  perils  of  war,  and  that  after  ex- 
hausting the  direct  and  responsible  alternative 
of  loans  and  taxes.  Bred  in  the  school  of  these 
great  men,  I  came  here  at  this  session  to  oppose, 
at  all  risks,  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred a  direct  loan,  and  that  for  many  and 
cogent  reasons.  There  is  clear  authority  to 
borrow  in  the  constitution ;  but,  to  find  au- 
thority to  issue  these  notes,  we  must  enter  the 
field  of  constructive  powers.  To  borrow,  is  to 
do  a  responsible  act ;  it  is  to  incur  certain  ac- 
countability to  the  constituent,  and  heavy  cen- 
sure if  it  cannot  be  justified;  to  issue  these 
notes,  is  to  do  an  act  which  few  consider  of, 
which  takes  but  little  hold  of  the  public  mind, 
which  few  condemn  and  some  encourage,  be- 
cause it  increases  the  quantum  of  what  is  vainly 
called  money.  Loans  are  limited  by  the  capa- 
city, at  least,  of  one  side  to  borrow,  and  of 
the  other  to  lend ;  the  issue  of  these  notes  has 
no  limit  but  the  will  of  the  makers  and  the 
supply  of  lamp-blaok  and  rags.  The  con- 
tinental bills  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  assig- 
nats  of  France,  should  furnish  some  instructive 
lessons  on  this  head.  Direct  loans  are  always 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  lender ;  Treasury 
note  loans  may  be  a  forced  borrowing  from  the 
Government  creditor — as  much  so  as  if  the  bay- 
onet were  put  to  his  breast ;  for  necessity  has 
no  law,  and  the  necessitous  claimant  must  take 
what  is  tendered,  whether  with  or  without  in- 
terest— whether  ten  or  fifty  per  cent,  below 
par.  I  distrust,  dislike,  and  would  fain  es- 
chew, this  Treasury  note  resource.  I  prefer 
the  direct  loans  of  1820-'21.  I  could  only  bring 
myself  to  acquiesce  in  this  measure  when  it 
was  urged  that  there  was  not  time  to  carry  a 
loan  through  its  forms ;  nor  even  then  could  I 
consent  to  it,  until  every  feature  of  a  currency 
operation  had  been  eradicated  from  the  face  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  had  all  along  intend- 
ed to  offer  a  similar  amendment,  and  would 
now  (by  leave  of  Mr.  0.)  do  so.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  opposed  to  allowing  any  interest  what- 
ever on  the  notes  to  be  issued,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons :  First,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  quite  unnecessary  to  allow  interest  on 
them.  This  Government,  possessed  of  a  public 
domain  of  such  vast  extent  and  value,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  seven  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  being  out  of  debt,  (the  only  Government 
of  which  such  a  proud  circumstance  could  be 
related,)  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  allur- 
ing credit  to  its  notes  by  the  off'er  of  a  trifling 
interest.  Notes  issued  by  such  a  Government 
would  command  full  credit  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  and  would  freely  pass  as  such  without 
interest.  This  was  his  first  reason  against 
these  notes  bearing  any  interest. 

His  second  reason  was  the  following :  If 
these  notes  are  made  to  bear  interest,  they 
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would,  almost  immediately  on  their  issue,  take 
their  flight  to  Europe ;  they  would  be  transmit- 
ted there,  instead  of  specie ;  and,  coming  from 
a  Government  of  such  undoubted  credit,  they 
would  be  freely  received  there  in  payment  of 
our  debts,  even  without  bearing  any  interest. 
Much  more,  therefore,  would  they  be  made 
welcome  in  Europe  when  they  bore  interest. 
This  was  his  second  reason  for  wishing  to  allow 
no  interest  upon  them,  because  it  would  lead  to 
their  more  rapid  abstraction  from  circulation 
here. 

A  third  reason  Mr.  W.  would  now  state, 
which,  indeed,  was  a  branch  of  his  second 
reason,  but  to  which  he  earnestly  solicited  the 
attention  of  Senators.  He  thought  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  issue  of  these  bills,  bearing 
interest,  an  immediate  effect  would  be  produced 
upon  the  price  of  cotton,  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  planters  in  the  South.  There  is 
now  (said  Mr.  W.)  a  demand  for  cotton,  and, 
consequently,  a  rise  in  its  price.  The  cause  of 
this  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  fact 
that  cotton  was  a  better  remittance  to  Europe 
in  payment  of  our  debts  than  specie ;  and, 
therefore,  merchants  who  had  to  remit  to 
Europe,  instead  of  buying  specie,  bought  cot- 
ton, and  remitted  it  in  the  place  of  specie. 
Hence  a  demand  for  cotton  in  the  market.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  understood  that  the  Bank  of  the 
IJnited  States  itself  had  gone  into  market  and 
bought  up  cotton  to  send  to  Europe,  instead  of 
specie,  setting  the  example  of  a  remittance  so 
highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  cotton- 
grower — having  purchased  (he  believed)  as 
much  as  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton. 

Now,  the  effects  of  this  issue,  with  interest, 
would  be,  that  the  whole  ten  millions  issued 
would  be  sent  to  Europe,  instead  of  the  produce 
of  the  country  ;  and,  consequently,  ten  millions 
less  of  cotton,  or  other  produce,  would  be  sold. 
This  he  (Mr.  W.)  considered  absolutely  the 
same  thing  as  directly  taking  so  much  money 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Southern  producers, 
because,  but  for  this  measure,  so  much  money 
would  be  expended  with  them  in  the  purchase 
of  their  produce.  If  the  merchants  who  now 
remitted  cotton  instead  of  specie  could  find  any 
thing  more  convenient  for  them  to  remit^more 
easily  to  be  procured  and  transmitted — they 
would  naturally  avail  themselves  of  it.  Now, 
these  notes  bearing  interest  were  precisely  this 
convenient  remittance  which  the  merchants 
wanted ;  and,  therefore,  instead  of  buying  up 
any  more  cotton,  they  will  possess  themselves 
of  these  notes,  and  remit  them.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  in  Europe  would  prefer  these 
notes  to  our  cotton,  as  coming  from  a  Govern- 
ment such  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  described,  and 
bearing  interest  besides,  which  the  cotton  did 
not.  Thus  the  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
cotton  of  the  South  out  of  the  market,  and 
thereby  cause  a  fall  in  its  price  ruinous  to  the 
already  ruined  producers.  Such  a  measure  he, 
as  coming  from  the  great  cotton-growing  State, 


felt  himself  called  upon  most  strenuously  to 
oppose. 

Another  reason  he  would  state  why  he  wish- 
ed this  issue  of  notes  bearing  an  interest  should 
not  take  place  ;  it  was  this  :  these  notes  being 
remitted  to  Europe,  (as  imdoubtedly  they  would 
be,)  would  create  a  debt  abroad  against  us. 
Our  Government  would  thus  be  made  a  debtor 
to  foreign  Governments  and  people — a  thing  in 
his  view  by  no  means  desirable.  Mr.  W.  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
relates  to  allowing  interest  upon  the  notes  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Weight  expressed  himself  taken  by 
surprise  with  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi.  From  the  discussion 
which  had  already  taken  place  on  this  bUI,  it 
was  evident  that  there  was  much  difference  of 
opinion  among  Senators  on  this  subject ;  some 
differed  from  views  of  policy,  others  on  princi- 
ple. He  confessed  it  was  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  just  offered  would  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  object  which  he  was  anxious  to  attain 
was,  to  make  these  notes,  as  far  as  practicable, 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  and  as  acceptable  to 
the  public  creditor.  Now,  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  that  this  object  could  be  attained  unless 
the  discretion  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Secre- 
tary was  retained  in  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
think  that  the  country,  at  this  peculiar  junc- 
ture, was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  emission 
of  notes  without  interest.  The  effect  of  such 
an  issue  would  be  to  cause  the  notes  to  sink  in 
value  in  the  market ;  but  if  they  bore  interest^ 
no  risk  of  this  kind  he  thought  would  be  mn. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  interest 
was  not  fixed ;  it  was  only  limited  not  to  exceed 
six  per  cent. ;  in  every  other  respect,  the  ques- 
tion was  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  must  profess  the  high 
respect  he  entertained  for  the  sentiments  and 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Oaxhotjn,)  and  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr.  Walker.)  It  was,  therefore, 
somewhat  painful  to  his  feelings  to  be  obhged, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  differ  from  those 
honorable  gentlemen.  There  was  one  principle 
of  finance  which  appeared  to  him  incontrovert- 
ible :  namely,  that  whenever  there  existed  two 
sorts  of  currency  in  circulation,  of  which  the 
one,  from  any  cause,  possessed  any  advantages 
above  the  other,  by  answering  any  one  pur- 
pose more  than  the  other,  then  that  would  al- 
ways command  a  small  premium  over  the  other. 
This  truth  was  fully  evidenced  at  the  present 
moment,  when  drafts  which  had  even  been  pro- 
tested, yet,  coming  from  the  Government,  com- 
manded a  premium  little  inferior  to  that  of  gold 
and  silver.  In  order  to  place  these  Treasury 
notes  in  the  most  favorable  position,  and  to 
prevent  their  depreciation,  Mr.  K.  thought 
that  the  discretion  allowed  by  the  bill  ought  to 
bo  left  with  the  Secretary,  to  be  used  acco^rding 
to  the  emergency  of  circumstances.  Tlie  Secre- 
tary might  then  attach  to  the  notes  what  in- 
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terest  might  be  necessary  to  make  them  accept- 
able to  the  creditors  of  the  Government.  He 
did  not  entertain  the  apprehensions  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Wal- 
kee)  that  these  notes  would  find  their  way  to 
Europe.  We  had  had  kites  enough,  (and,  in- 
deed, too  many,)  which  had  been  made  to  fly 
across  the  Atlantic ;  and  now  he  thought  no 
more  of  our  paper  would  find  its  way  to  Europe 
— at  least  until  our  debt  was  paid  off  there. 

Mr.  K.  proogeded  further  to  combat  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Walkeb,  urging  that  at  the  present 
state  of  the  exchanges  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, a  better  state  of  things  could  not  perhaps 
be  expected. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Mr.  Walkee's  motion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  6,  noes 
40,  as  follows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  McKean,  Strange, 
Walker,  Young — 6. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala.,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Kives,  Roane,  Kobbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smith 
of  Ind.,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams,  Wright — iO. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala., 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Morris, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  WilUams, 
Wright,  Young— 42. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden, 
Preston,  Soutliard,  Spence — 5. 

MercJiants'  Bonds. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  for  the  payment 
of  merchants'  revenue  bonds,  was  next  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Seviee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  aflSrmative — ayes  44,  noe  1 ;  Mr. 
Sevibb  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


Tuesday,  September  19. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed : 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes ; 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  on 
merchants'  revenue  bonds ;  and 

The  bill  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  banks. 

Kinds  of  Money  for  Hevenue. 
Mr.  Rives,  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  ask 


leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  designate  the  funds 
receivable  in  payment  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  E.,  on  intr(Jducing  the  bill,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  rise,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  I  gave  yesterday,  to  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  "  A  bill  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States." 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that 
among  the  most  prominent,  and  certainly  not 
the  least  important  objects  presented  both  by  the 
President's  Message  and  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  "immediate 
attention  "  of  Congress  at  their  present  session, 
is  the  expediency  of  some  legislative  provision 
defining  the  character  of  the  funds  to  be  receiv- 
ed, in  future,  in  discharge  of  the  public  dues. 
From  the  intimate  connection  between  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  and  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  this  question  has,  in 
my  estimation,  far  more  essential  bearings  on 
the  great  Interests  of  the  community  than  any 
which  the  President  has  submitted  for  our  de- 
liberations. The  Committee  on  Finance,  how- 
ever, to  whom  the  Message  was  referred,  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  make  any  report  on 
that  portion  of  it,  and  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  honorable  chairman,  that  it  is  not  their 
intention  to  make  any  report  upon  it  at  the 
present  session.  It  is  this  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  that  it  is  the  object  of  my 
motion  now  to  supply. 

The  President  recommends  that  hencefor- 
ward the  whole  revenues  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  collected  exclusively  in  gold  and  silver. 
A  proposition  of  so  marked  a  character,  ema- 
nating from  a  source  of  such  high  authority, 
could  not  fail  to  excite  deep  anxiety  in  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  all  uncer- 
tainty in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  so  vital  a  subject,  should  be  promptly 
settled  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  action  of 
the  legislative  department.  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  diflfer  with  the  President  in  his  views  of  the 
expediency  of  this  proposition.  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that,  in  the  actual  condition  of  our  cir- 
culating medium,  and  in  what  is  likely  for  years 
to  come  to  be  its  condition,  the  operation  of 
such  a  measure  would  be  distressing  to  the 
community,  injurious  to  every  branch  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and,  above  all,  would  post- 
pone indefinitely  that  return  to  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  which  is  the  great  object  of  the 
public  solicitude,  and  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
aim  of  our  deliberations  here.  Viewing  the 
question  in  this  light,  I  desired  it  should  be  met 
with  promptitude,  considered  with  candor,  and 
decided  with  wisdom. 

Since  I  gave  notice  yesterday  of  my  motion, 
two  gentlemen,  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Oalhotix,)  and  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, (Mr.  Benton,)  have  submitted  proposi- 
tions intended  to  carry  out  the  President's  re- 
commendation, differing  somewhat  in  detail, 
but  both  founded  on  the  principle  of  rejecting 


368 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Senate.] 


Kinds  of  Money  for  Revenue. 


[SEraEMBEK,  1837, 


bank  paper  altogether  in  the  operations  of  the 
Government,  even  though  immediately  convert- 
ible into  specie,  and  issued  by  banks  of  unques- 
tionable solidity.  Both  coafcemplate,  as  does 
the  recommendation  of  thePresident,  athorough 
revolution  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
Government.  From  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  treat  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks  as  equivalent  to  specie ;  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  1816  expressly  placed  bank  notes 
convertible  into  specie  on  the  same  footing  with 
specie,  in  the  fiscal  transactions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  true  that,  under  the  construction 
given  to  that  act  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  late  President  of  the  United  States 
caused  an  order  to  be  issued  requiring  payments 
for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver 
alone,  still  leaving  the  other  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue (the  customs)  to  be  collected  as  heretofore, 
in  the  notes  of,  or  checks  on,  specie-paying 
banks.  That  order  was  understood  at  the  time 
to  be  issued  for  objects  purely  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  as  such  it  may  have  been  a  salutary 
measure.  But  its  continuance  as  a  part  of  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  Government  was  al- 
most unanimously  repudiated  by  the  voice  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the 
States. 

You  well  remember,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
discussions  to  which  this  subject  gave  rise,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  terminated  in 
the  passage  of  a  bUl,  by  overwhelming  major- 
ities of  both  Houses,  distinctly  reaffirming  the 
principle  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  receivability  of  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  and  containing  also  the  signifi- 
cant provision  that,  in  future,  no  discrimination 
should  be  made  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  medium  in  which  they 
were  to  be  paid.  This  bill  received  the  votes 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
and  near  three-fourths  of  the  other.  Still  it 
did  not  become  a  law.  The  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  arrested  in  the  ordinary 
and  regular  course,  and  which  alone  prevented 
it  from  being  now  the  law  of  the  land,  are  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  the  country.  I  will  not 
speak  of  them,  for  it  is  my  sincere  wish  to  keep 
out  of  the  present  discussion  every  thing  which 
may  awaken  unpleasant  feelings.  But  this  I 
will  say,  that  no  act  of  legislation  was  ever  the 
subject  of  a  more  watchful  scrutiny,  in  the  va- 
rious stages  of  its  progress ;  few,  if  any,  have 
ever  met  a  fuller  discussion,  or  a  more  delib- 
erate consideration;  none,  within  my  experience, 
have  ever  received  a  more  unanimous  and  em- 
phatic assent  of  the  bodies  by  which  it  was 
passed.  The  country,  too,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  (and  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evidence  of  public  senti- 
ment on  the  subject,)  has  responded  with  a 
general  voice  of  approbation  to  the  decision  of 
Congress,  and  warmly  and  cordially  sustained 
it.  It  is  that  measure,  thus  doubly  sanctioned, 
with  some  modifications  suited  to  the  change 


of  circumstances,  that  I  beg  leave  to  re-present 
as  a  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  President 
on  Congress  for  further  legislation,  believing  it 
to  be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion 
as  well  as  useful  and  salutary  in  its  general 
operation  on  the  currency. 

The  principles  of  that  biU  were  these :  It  de- 
clared that  the  public  dues  should  be  collected 
in  specie,  or  in  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks, 
under  certain  restrictions  in  regard  to  small 
notes,  which  were  intended  to  promote  the  sup- 
pression (ultimately  but  gradualfy)  of  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars ;  and  it  further  provided, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  that,  in  future,  no  dis- 
crimination should  be  made  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  in 
which  they  were  receivable.     These  principles 
are  incorporated  in  the  biU  I  now  ask  leave  to 
present,  and  in  the  very  language  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  bill  of  last  session.     The  modiflca- 
tions  of  that  bill  which  I  have  made  with  refer- 
ence to  existing  circumstances  are  these :  In  con- 
templation of  the  contingency  (now  highly  prob- 
able) of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  1  have  in-    • 
troduced  an  alternative  clause,  declaring  that, 
in  addition  to  specie  and  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks,  the  public  dues  may  be  collected 
"  in  any  other  medium  specially  authorized  hy 
law."     The  other  modification  has  relation  to 
the  great  desideratum  of  an  early  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and  consists 
in  a  proviso  that  "  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
now  fails,  or  may  hereafter  fail,  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  received 
in  discharge  of  the  public  dues,  unless  snch 
bank  shall,  on  or  before  a  given  day,  have  lom 
fide  resumed  payment  in  specie."    The  object 
of  this  proviso  is  to  designate  a  fixed  period 
for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the 
banks,  which  may  serve  as  a  rallying  point  to 
them  all,  and  produce  that  concert  and  harmo- 
ny of  ijovement,  without  which  this  most  de- 
sirable end  cannot  be   accomplished.    There 
will  be  no  difficulty,  I  think,  from  the  data  al- 
ready in  our  possession,  or  easily  attainable,  in 
fixing  that  period  understandingly  and  judi- 
ciously.    The  mere  designation  of  a  day  hj 
Congress  will,  itself,  be  powerfully  operative  in 
effecting  the  result  we  aim  at.     You  doubtless 
recollect,  Mr.  President,  what  was  the  effect 
produced  by  a  similar  proceeding  in  1816-17. 
By  the  joint  resolution  of  April,  1816,  the  20th 
of  February  following  was  fixed  as  the  day  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 
The  banks  themselves  determined,  in  a  formal 
convention  held  for  the  purpose,  not  to  resume 
until  the  1st  day  of  July,  1817 ;  but  the  firm 
adherence  of  Congress  to  their  original  resolu- 
tion forced  the  danks  to  yield,  and  they  finally 
and  simultaneously  resumed  specie  payment 
on  the  20th  February,  1817,  the  day  indicated 
by  the  act  of  Congress.     I  have,  Mr.  President, 
spoken  of  this  matter  In  reference  to  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  of  the  crisis,  and  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  pressing  and  paramount 
object  to  which  the  attention  of  every  patriotic 
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legislator  ought  to  be  directed  at  the  present 
momeat — an  early  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banlis.  But,  looking  at  it  in  a 
broader  and  more  general  point  of  view,  I  ask, 
sir,  upon  what  principle  of  republican  govern- 
ment is  it  that  the  Government  can  be  justified 
in  drawing  a  line  between  itself  and  the  people 
— in  saying  there  shall  be  one  currency  for  the 
Government  and  its  officers,  and  another  for 
the  great  body  of  the  community — ^that  the  bet- 
ter currency  shall  be  for  the  governors,  and  the 
baser  currency  for  the  governed  ?  Such  I  have 
shown  must  be  the  effect  of  demanding  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  gold  and  silver  exclusively,  while  the 
great  mass  of  the  circulation  shall  consist  of 
bank  paper.  Sir,  I  have  always  been  taught 
to  believe — my  honorable  colleague  and  myself 
learned  it  from  the  bill  of  rights  of  our  own 
State  as  soon  as  we  were  capable  of  reading — 
that  a  common  interest  between  the  governors 
and  the  governed  is  a  fundamental  principle  of 
free  institutions,  and  that  the  best  means  of  "  re- 
straining the  former  from  oppression  is  to  make 
them  feel  and  participate  in  the  burdens  of  the 
latter."  Let  the  Government  share  the  same 
fate  with  the  citizen,  and  you  give  it  the  strong- 
est of  all  motives  to  watch  over  the  general  in- 
terests. On  the  other  hand,  place  it  in  a  po- 
sition different  from  that  of  the  great  body  of 
the  community,  especially  in  so  vital  a  matter 
as  that  of  its  revenue  and  pecuniary  support, 
and  you  make  it  at  once  callous  and  indifferent 
to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  even  give 
it  an  interest  to  perpetuate  those  sufferings. 
You  destroy  all  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  with  the  people,  and  you  alienate 
the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people  from 
the  Government. 

What,  sir,  is  at  this  moment  the  ungracious 
attitude  in  which  the  Government  is  placed  tow- 
ards the  people  ?  Its  oflScers  and  contractors 
are  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  or  in  Treasury 
drafts  made  receivable  in  discharge  of  public 
dues,  and  therefore  nearly  equivalent  to  gold 
and  silver,  while  the  community  at  large  are 
left  to  conduct  their  business  as  they  may,  in 
an  irredeemable  paper  currency.  Does  not 
this  operate  as  a  virtual  increase  of  the  salaries 
of  public  oflScers,  in  the  midst  of  general  dis- 
tress affecting  all  the  rest  of  the  community  ? 
The  gold  and  silver  which  they  receive  is  at  a 
premium  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the 
Treasury  drafts  at  seven  or  eight  per  cent.,  above 
the  actual  and  common  currency  of  the  country. 
This  premium  is,  I  repeat,  an  addition  of  so 
much  to  the  amount  of  their  salaries ;  for,  in  a 
practical  sense,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  current  bank  notes. 
They  pass  for  as  much  in  the  ordinary  business 
of  life — in  the  payment  of  debts,  in  tlie  pur- 
chase of  necessaries  and  conveniences,  of  what- 
ever is  worn,  drank,  or  eaten — as  they  ever  did. 
The  premium,  then,  which  the  public  ofiicers 
and  contractors  obtain  on  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  Treasury  drafts,  is  so  much  clear  gain  to 
them.  And  at  whose  expense  is  it  acquired  ? 
Vol.  Xm.— 24 


Is  it  not  at  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
the  ultimate  taxpayers  and  supporters  of  the 
Government.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  the 
importing  merchant,  who  has  to  give  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  gold  and  silver,  and 
seVen  or  eight  per  cent,  for  the  Treasury  drafts, 
with  which  he  pays  his  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment, does  not  add  an  equal  amount,  with  the 
usual  profit  upon  it,  to  the  price  of  his  goods  ? 
It  is,  then,  the  consumer  at  last,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are 
subject  to  increased  taxation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  oflBce-holder  and  the  contractor. 

Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  perpetuated.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
genius  and  fundamental  principles  of  our  repub- 
lican system.  Of  all  schemes  of  policy  I  can 
conceive,  that  which  proposes  a  permanent  dis- 
tinction between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple in  their  pecuniary  interests — one  currency, 
and  that  the  better  one,  for  the  Government, 
and  another,  and  inferior  currency,  for  the  peo- 
ple— such  a  system  of  discrimination  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  all  others,  the  most  injurious  and  re- 
volting in  principle,  the  most  heartless  in  char- 
acter, and  the  most  despotic  in  its  tendencies. 
It  is  like  quartering  the  Government,  as  a 
foreign  enemy,  on  the  heart  of  the  country. 
You  intrench  it  behind  a  frowning  fortification, 
surround  it  with  battlements,  and  lay  the  coun- 
try, far  and  near,  under  contribution  for  the 
support  of  this  garrison  of  office-holders.  Des- 
olation and  oppression  are  without,  while  the 
tenants  of  the  citadel  are  revelling  in  luxury 
and  profusion  within.  I  am  not  willing,  for 
one,  16  see  the  Government  of  my  country 
placed  in  this  antisocial,  if  not  belligerent,  at- 
titude towards  the  people.  I  am  not  willing 
that  this  favored  land,  to  which  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  looking  for  a  successful  example 
of  the  practical  enjoyment  of  free  institutions, 
should  exhibit  such  a  spectacle  of  inequality 
and  oppression  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Much  reliance,  Mr.  President,  has  been  plac- 
ed on  the  popular  catch-word  of  divorcing  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks. 
Nothing  is  more  delusive  and  treacherous  than 
catch-words.  How  often  has  the  revered  name 
of  liberty  been  invoked,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  every  age  of  the  world,  to  disguise 
and  sanctify  the  most  heartless  despotism.  Let 
us  beware  that,  in  attempting  to  divorce  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks,  we 
do  not  end  with  divorcing  the  Government 
from  the  people.  As  long  as  the  people  shall 
be  satisfied  in  their  transactions  with  each 
other,  with  a  sound  convertible  paper  medium, 
with  a  due  proportion  of  the  precious  metals 
forming  the  basis  of  that  medium,  and  mingled 
in  the  current  of  circulation,  why  should  the 
Government  reject  altogether  this  currency  of 
the  people,  in  the  operations  of  the  public 
Treasury  ?  If  this  currency  be  good  enough  for 
the  masters,  it  ought  to  be  so  for  the  servants. 
If  the  Government  sternly  reject,  for  its  uses^ 
the  general  medium  of  exchange  adopted  by. 
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the  oommunity,  is  It  not  thereby  isolated  from 
the  general  wants  and  business  of  the  country, 
in  relation  to  this  great  concern  of  the  curren- 
cy ?  Do  you  not  give  it  a  separate,  if  not  hos- 
tile, interest,  and  thus,  in  effect,  produce  a  di- 
vorce between  Government  and  people?-— a 
result,  of  all  others,  to  be  most  deprecated  in  a 
republican  system. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  of  the  em- 
barrassments and  inconveniences  to  which  the 
Government  is  exposed,  by  receiving  its  rev- 
enues in  anything  but  gold  and  silver,  in  such 
an  event  as  has  now  overtaken  the  country  and 
involved  it  in  general  distress.  Por  one,  sir,  I 
cannot  respond  to  this  appeal.  I  do  not  desire 
to  see  the  Government  placed  in  a  position 
that  would  exempt  it  from  embarrassment  when 
the  people  are  embarrassed.  Would  it  give  any 
satisfaction  to  a  patriotic  mind,  in  the  present 
calamitous  condition  of  the  country,  to  see 
treasures  of  gold  and  silver  pouring  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Government,  while  the  people  are 
suffering  all  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  and 
depreciating  paper  currency?  For  myself,  I 
am  free  to  say,  that  neither  as  a  citizen  nor  as  a 
representative,  having  it  in  my  power,  if  I 
would,  to  participate,  in  some  degree,  in  these 
peculiar  advantages  of  the  Government,  could 
such  a  state  of  things  minister  the  slightest 
gratification  to  me.  No,  sir,  my  heart  disowns 
the  thought.  So  far  from  it,  the  contrast 
would  be  but  a  new  feature  added  to  the  mor- 
tifying and  distressed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  casting  reproach  upon  our  institutions, 
which  admitted  such  an  unnatural  and  anti-re- 
publican inequality.  If  any  thing  could  make 
your  Government  a  callous  and  indifferent  spec- 
tator of  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  refusing  a 
helping  hand  to  their  relief,  and  "  mocking 
when  their  fear  cometh  on,"  it  would  be  to 
place  it  in  a  position  like  this.  No,  sir ;  when- 
ever the  people  suffer  embarrassment,  embar- 
rassment should  be  felt  by  the  Government, 
that  it  may  be  stimulated,  through  experience 
of  the  common  suffering,  to  do  all  it  can  to  pre- 
vent or  relieve  that  suffering.  I  am  for  hold- 
ing the  Government  in  all  things  to  a  common 
fate  with  the  people,  so  that  whatever  touches 
the  one  shall  be  immediately  felt  by  the  other. 
Let  the  condition  of  the  Government  answer  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  so  that  the  conduct 
and  policy  of  the  one  may,  with  equal  fidelity, 
reflect  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the  other. 
This,  sir,  is  the  principle  which  has  always 
guided  my  views  in  regard  to  the  great  question 
of  the  currency.  No  one  desires  a  sound  re- 
form of  the  currency  more  than  I  do ;  but  I 
wish  to  improve  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
as  well  as  of  the  Government.  I  desire  to  see 
a  large  infusion  of  the  precious  metals  into  the 
general  circulation  and  business  of  the  country, 
and  not  a  monopoly  of  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  great  object  can  be  effected  only 
by  the  suppression  of  bank  notes  of  the  lower 
denominations,  and  not  by  demanding  gold  and 
silver  alone  in  payment  of  dues  to  the  Govern- 


ment.    Let  all  notes  under  twenty  dollars  b( 
gradually  suppressed,  and  you  will  have  ai 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  common  circu- 
lation, passing  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  com- 
mon business  of  society.    That  will  be  a  sain- 
tary  and  beneficent  reform,  enuring  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  gi-eat  body  of  the  people  as  well 
as  of  the  Government ;  and  when  it  shall  have 
been  accomplished,  when  gold  and  silver  shall 
thus  have  become  the  common  currency  of  the 
country,  you  may,  without  hardship  or  ibjus- 
tice,  demand  payment  of  the  public  dues  in  the 
precious  metals.     But  this  most  desirable  result 
— the  general  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the   common  business   of  life — ^never  can  be 
effected  (as  I  think  I  have  fully  shown  on  an- 
other occasion)  without  a  previous  suppression 
of  bank  notes  of  the  lower  denominations.    In 
every  scheme  of  reforming  the  currency,  which 
looks  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  as  well  as  of 
the  Government,  this  is  the  great  point  to  he 
aimed  at.     It  was  the  leading  object  of  the 
measure  I  brought  forward  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  and  which  then  received  the 
almost  unanimous  sanction  of  this  House,  and 
the  assent  of  a  large  majority  of  the  other, 
though,  from  causes  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  it  failed  to  become  a  law.    The  same 
measure,  in  all  its  essential  principles,  I  now 
again  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  President,  sir,  in  his  Message,  tells  ns 
that  the  requisition  of  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues  would  have  "  a  direct 
tendency  to  produce  a  wide  circulation  of  the 
precious  metals,  to  increase  the  safety  of  bank 
paper,  and  to  improve  the  general  currency." 
I  desire  to  treat  the  opinions  of  the  President 
with  all  possible  respect — a  respect  felt  alike 
for  the  individual  and  the  magistrate;  but 
unless  I  have  wholly  misconceived  the  elemen- 
tary principles  which  belong  to  this  subject,  as 
well  as  their  obvious  practical  operation,  it  is 
impossible  to  sustain  any  one  of  these  positions. 
How,  sir,  can  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in 
gold  and  silver  tend  "  to  widen  the  circulation 
of  the  precious  metals  ?  "  It  is  a  well-known 
and  invariable  law  of  currency,  that  bank  notes 
and  coins  of  the  same  denomination  cannot  cir- 
culate together.  It  is  in  vain,  then,  to  attempt 
to  widen  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  by 
any  other  means  than  by  the  suppression  of 
bank  notes  of  the  lower  denominations.  But, 
not  now  to  dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject, 
(which  I  have  fully  developed  and  enforced 
elsewhere,)  I  maintain  that  the  collection  of 
public  revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  while  the 
common  currency  of  the  country  consists  of 
bank  paper,  instead  of  widening  the  circulation 
of  those  metals,  would  have  the  effect  of  taking 
them  out  of  general  circulation  altogether.  Ii 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  think  it- 
has  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  necessary 
effect  of  this  policy  would  be  to  cause  gold  and 
silver  to  bear  a  premium.  Bearing  a  premitot 
they  would  not  circulate  as  currency  at  all,  but 
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would  be  at  once  converted  into  an  article  of 
merchandise.  The  public  debtor  would  buy 
them  of  the  broker  to  pay  his  dues  to  the 
Government ;  and  when  paid  out  to  the  public 
creditor,  he  would  go  and  sell  them  again  to 
the  broker.  Instead  of  entering  into  circula- 
tion, all  of  them  that  were  seen  would  be  re- 
stricted to  this  narrow  round  of  traflBc,  while 
the  great  mass  of  them  would  be  withdrawn 
from  public  view  as  well  as  use. 

Then,  sir,  as  to  the  tendency  of  this  policy  to 
"  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  " — would 
you  increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper  by  ab- 
stracting the  fund  for  its  redemption?  Yet 
such  would  be  the  plain  operation  of  this  policy. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  referred  to 
the  condition  of  the  Treasury  in  1834,  as  afford- 
ing a  general  average  to  illustrate  the  operation 
of  the  new  financial  system  he  proposes.  In 
looking  at  the  Treasury  statements  for  that 
year,  I  find  that  the  average  amount  of  public 
moneys  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
during  that  year,  was  about  five  millions,  while 
the  whole  amount  of  specie  in  the  banks  of  the 
city  was  about  two  millions.  Taking  this  as  a 
fair  average  for  that  city,  what  would  be  the 
influence  of  this  new  policy  of  collecting  the 
public  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  on  the  safety  of 
bank  paper  there  ?  Where  would  you  get  the 
five  millions  of  specie  to  meet  this  demand 
for  the  public  revenue  ?  It  is  evident  the 
banks  would  be  drained  by  it  of  their  stock  of 
the  precious  metals,  and  the  community  would 
tlius  be  deprived  of  the  security  on  which  they 
relied  for  the  soundness  of  the  bank  paper  held 
by  them.  The  "  improvement  of  the  general 
currency,"  then,  which  the  President  anticipates 
as  the  result  of  the  policy  he  proposes,  would, 
unless  the  principles  heretofore  received  as  in- 
contestable truths  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy he  utter  fallacies,  amount  to  this,  that  the 
precious  metals  would  no  longer  form  a  part  of  the 
general  circulation ;  that  they  would  cease  to 
be  currency,  and  become  mere  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, to  he  obtained  only  at  a  premium, 
and  that  the  specie  basis,  on  which  the  sound- 
ness and  safety  of  bank  paper  so  mainly  depend, 
would  henceforward,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
withdrawn  and  monopolized  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  measure  wliich  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  and  which  received 
the  almost  unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  at  the  last  session,  is  the  result  of 
these  views.  Permit  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  inquire  what  would  be  its  practical  effects 
on  the  general  condition  of  the  currency,  if  the 
policy  it  holds  out  should  be  carried  into  full 
effect  by  the  co-operation  of  the  States  and  the 
General  Government,  as  I  think  it  would  be  if 
sustained  here.  It  contemplates  the  gradual 
suppression,  after  given  periods,  of  all  bank 
notes  under  ten  and  twenty  dollars  respectively. 
Supposing  this  last  limit  attained,  how  would 
the  currency  of  the  country  then  stand  under 
its  operation?    According  to  a  calculation  I 


submitted  last  winter,  founded  on  authentic 
data,  it  would  in  that  case  be  constituted  nearly 
as  the  currency  of  England  is,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the  residue 
of  convertible  paper.  "Would  not  such  a  con- 
stitution of  the  currency  as  this  accommodate  all 
the  wants  of  the  community  ?  What  are  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  curren- 
cy ?  To  have  a  sound,  staple,  and  convenient 
medium  of  circulation,  for  ordinary  and  local 
purposes ;  and  for  occasional  and  more  extend- 
ed use,  a  medium  which,  in  addition  to  these 
fundamental  properties,  shall  be  substantially 
of  uniform  valae  throughout  the  whole  country. 
Now,  for  the  first  description  of  uses  there 
could  be  no  better  currency  than  the  policy  of 
this  bill  would  give  us.  There  would  be  an 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  circulation  for 
the  great  mass  of  ordinary  and  daily  transac- 
tions, while,  for  large  payments  and  remittan- 
ces, we  should  enjoy  the  conveniences  of  a 
sound,  convertible  paper  medium.  In  regard 
to  those  distant  uses  which  call  for  a  medium 
of  general  and  uniform  credit,  the  occasions  of 
them  are  either  travelling  or  remittances.  But 
for  travelling,  there  could  be  no  medium  of 
more  uniform  and  general  credit  than  the  gold 
coins,  which,  in  the  case  supposed,  could  always 
be  had  without  difficulty,  while  they  would  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  portable  and  con- 
venient. As  to  distant  remittances,  they  are 
hardly  ever  made  in  money  of  any  sort,  but  are 
effected  through  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange ; 
and  whei^the  local  currencies  within  their  re- 
spective spheres  shall  be  raised  to  par  with  spe- 
cie, the  rates  of  exchange,  with  the  advantages 
of  so  portable  a  currency  as  gold  to  adjust  bal- 
ances between  the  States,  would  be  next  to  noth- 
ing— certainly  as  cheap  as  it  has  ever  been 
under  the  regime  of  a  national  bank. 

Among  the  most  important  advantages  of 
such  a  constitution  of  the  currrency  as  is  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  are  the  substantial  secu- 
rities it  would  afford  against  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers and  evils  of  the  banking  system.  Those 
evils  are,  a  tendency  to  over-issues  of  paper, 
fiuctuations  in  the  quantity  of  currency  and  in 
the  value  of  property  as  effected  by  them,  and 
the  liability  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
The  suppression  of  the  small  notes  would  ope- 
rate, in  two  ways,  to  check  over-issues.  In 
bringing  a  larger  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in- 
to circulation,  it  would,  of  course,  diminish  in 
the  same  proportion  the  issues  of  paper  to  form 
a  part  of  the  circulation.  The  number  of  is- 
suers, too,  would  be  diminished;  for,  the  small 
note  circulation  being  a  considerable  source  of 
profit,  its  suppression  would  take  away  one 
efficient  motive  to  the  multiplication  of  banks. 
Then  as  to  fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  the  often  ruinous  fluctuations 
that  ensue  in  the  value  of  property,  this  evil  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that,  in  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  currency  in  this  country,  when- 
ever an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  creates  a 
drain  on  the  banks  for  specie,  having  no  means 
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of  recruiting  their  supply  but  from  abroad,  for 
every  dollar  of  specie  that  is  drawn  from  them, 
they  are  forced  to  draw  in  their  own  circula- 
tion to  three  or  four  times  the  amount.  But 
■when  the  domestic  channels  are  filled  with  gold 
and  silver,  as  they  would  be  if  the  small  notes 
were  suppressed,  the  banks,  being  always  able 
to  replace  whatever  specie  is  drawn  from  them, 
by  a  foreign  drain,  with  an  equal  quantity  ob- 
tained in  the  country,  their  circulation  remains 
comparatively  steady.  The  same  circumstance, 
enabling  the  banks  to  meet  any  sudden  run  up- 
on them  by  a  prompt  reinforcement  of  their  re- 
sources, obviates  the  danger  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  and  renders  such  a  contingen- 
cy next  to  impossible.  If  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  had  been  suppressed,  who,  for 
example,  could  suppose  that,  filled  as  the  chan- 
nels of  circulation  would  in  that  case  have  been 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  the  quantity  of  bank 
paper  comparatively  small,  the  banks  of  this 
country  would,  in  the  late  pressure,  have  been 
compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments  ? 

The  system  of  polifey,  then,  proposed  by  this 
bill,  if  carried  into  full  execution,  would  secure  to 
the  country  a  sound,  stable,  convenient,  and  sub- 
stantially uniform  currency — consisting  nearly 
one-half  of  coin  for  the  daily  and  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  and  the  residue  of  sound  convertible 
paper,  for  large  operations  and  commercial  pur- 
poses. Without  depriving  the  community  of 
any  of  the  advantages  of  the  banking  system,  it 
would  obviate  the  danger  and  cure  the  evils 
incident  to  that  system.  But  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  OALnouN,)  while  acknowl- 
edging the  high  importance  of  the  reform  con- 
templated by  the  bill,  objects  that  the  means 
proposed  for  its  accomplishment  are  inefficient. 
If  that  gentleman  be  right  in  supposing  that 
the  credit  of  bank  paper  is  owing  to  its  receiv- 
ability  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  which, 
he  says,  operates  as  a  general  endorsation  of  it 
by  the  Government,  then  surely  the  means  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  are  not  inefficient.  What 
more  powerful  inducements  could  be  addressed 
to  the  banks  to  conform  their  issues  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  than  the  annunciation  that, 
if  they  did  not  do  so,  the  Government  would 
withhold  from  them  that  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  thg  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
alone  gives  credit  to  their  paper  ?  But,  with- 
out agreeing  with  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina in  the  extent  to  which  he  carries  his 
views  of  the  credit  of  bank  paper  being  solely 
derived  from  its  receivabiUty  by  the  Govern- 
ment, I  still  believe  that  the  sanctions  of  this 
bill,  though  I  have  never  supposed  them  suffi- 
cient of  themselves  to  fully  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, would  exert  a  very  considerable  influence 
on  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  means  proposed  by  this  bill 
are  the  very  means  employed  by  the  joint  res- 
olution of  1816,  to  bring  the  banks  back  to  spe- 
cie payments  on  tjiat  occasion,  and  which,  not- 
withstanding the  previously  declared  determi- 
nation of  the  banks  to  the  contrary,  did  bring 


them  back  to  specie  payments  on  the  day  fixed 
by  that  resolution.  The  same  means,  too,  were 
employed  with  success  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1815,  to  induce  the  banks  to  re- 
ceive Treasury  notes  (which  had  sustained  a 
considerable  depreciation)  at  par,  though  they 
had  before  refused  to  -receive  them  either  in 
payment  or  on  deposit. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  and  portentous 
aspects  of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  still  re- 
mains to  be  considered.     To  my  view  it  has  a 
squinting,  an  "awful  squinting,"  to  wards  a  Treas- 
ury bank — a  bank  under  the  sovereign  and  ex- 
clusive control  of  Executive  agents.    It  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  the  contemplated  fiscal  agencies  are  to 
furnish  ''  a  paper  medium  "  for  the  community, 
by  "  issuing  certificates  and  drafts  payable  in 
specie  to  bearer  or  order,  and  made  receivable 
for  all  public  dues."     After  descanting  on  the 
advantages  of  "this  kind  of  paper,"  he  says; 
"  If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  pub- 
lic and  private  convenience  might  Jie  promoted, 
and  an  equal  quantity  of  specie,  at  the  same 
time,  preserved  in  the  country,  by  reserving 
for  this  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufficient  sum,  and  placing  it  at  a 
few  important  and  convenient  points,  to  render 
a  greater  number  of  certificates  redeemable 
there  with  the  very  coin  whose  representative 
they  are  intended  and  honestly  ought  to  be." 
These  views  of  the  Secretary  are  referred  to, 
and  impliedly  sanctioned,  by  the  President  in 
his  Message.     Now,  sir,  is  not  this  apparatus, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Government  bank? 
The  fundamental  idea  of  a  bank  is  an  institu- 
tion which  "issues  and  circulates  a  paper  cred- 
it, founded  on  a  deposit  of  coin  or  other  prop- 
erty, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money !  "     This  project  fulfils  every 
feature  of  the  definition.     The  officers  of  the 
Government  are  to  issue  a  paper  credit  in  the 
form  of  certificates  and  drafts  founded  on  a  de- 
posit of  specie  in  the  Treasury  and  sub-Treas- 
uries, which  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money,  or  a  general  "  circulating  me- 
dium."    It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that 
this  scheme  is  the  precise  embodying  of  the 
outline  given  by  General  Hamilton  in  1791,  of 
what  he  describes  and  avows  to  be  a  bank— a 
Government  bank.     Such,  I  believe,  is  the  ten- 
dency and  virtual  operation  of  the  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme. 

I  ask  gentlemen,  then,  if  they  are  willing  to 
organize  a  great  moneyed  machine  like  this, 
and  put  it,  for  all  future  time,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive;  if  they  are  willing,  in  the  form  of 
a  fiscal  agency,  to  create  a  Treasury  bank,  with 
its  ramifications  penetrating  every  part  of  the 
Union,  to  bo  managed,  directed,  and  controlled 
exclusively  by  Executive  agents  ?  To  my  mind 
it  presents  a  fearful  conjunction — realizing  that 
union  between  the  moneyed  and  political  pow- 
er of  the  country,  which  reflecting  men  have 
hitherto  considered  the  most  fatal  of  all  devRfes 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.    I  have  revolved 
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the  subject  deeply  and  ansiously,  and  I  can  see 
but  two  possible  issues  to  tbe  scheme  proposed. 
It  will  either  terminate  in  a  great  Treasury 
bank,  such  as  I  have  described,  affording  a 
fatal  accommodation  to  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  country  at  the  expense  of  its  liberties,  or 
otherwise  failing  in  any  degree  to  relieve  the 
actual  derangement  of  the  currency — on  the 
contrary,  abandoning  that  currency  to  wild  dis- 
order and  confusion ;  the  people,  finding  the 
inconveniences  of  such  a  state  of  things  no 
longer  tolerable,  will,  with  a  voice  extorted  by 
their  sufferings,  call  for  a  national  regulator  in 
the  shape  of  an  incorporated  national  bank  I 
Either  alternative  is,  to  my  mind,  fearful  and 
alarming ;  but,  believing  one  or  the  other  to  be 
the  destined  result  of  the  scheme  proposed,  I 
entreat  gentlemen  to  pause  and  consider  well 
the  consequences  of  their  decision. 

I  recur  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  question 
more  particularly  involved  in  the  bill  I  ask 
leave  to  introduce.  I  think  I  have  shown,  sir, 
that  the  exaction  of  the  public  dues  in  gold  and 
silver,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  circulation 
shall  consist  of  bank  paper,  would  be  oppressive 
in  practice ;  that  it  is  anti-republican  in  princi- 
ple, as  drawing  an  invidious  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  Government  and  people ;  and, 
especially,  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  it  would  indefinitely  retard,  if 
not  render  impossible,  that  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  which  is  the  great  and 
urgent  object  of  the  public  solicitude.  In  con- 
sidering the  propositions  which  the  occasion 
has  brought  forth,  I  have  been  strongly  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  a  great  man — of  one 
born  to  serve  and  instruct  mankind.  Speaking 
of  the  province  and  duties  of  a  practical  states- 
man, that  great  oracle  of  political  wisdom  says : 
"  A  statesman  differs  from  a  professor  in  a  uni- 
versity. The  latter  has  only  the  general  view 
of  society ;  the  former  (the  statesman)  has  a 
number  of  circumstances  to  combine  with  those 
general  ideas,  and  to  take  into  consideration. 
Circumstances  are  infinite,  and  infinitely  com- 
bined, variable,  and  transient;  and  he  who 
dares  not  take  them  into  consideration  is  not 
erroneous,  but  mad,  metaphysically  mad.  A 
statesman,  never  losing  sight  of  principles,  is  to 
be  guided  by  circumstances ;  and,  judging  con- 
trary to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment,  may 
ruin  his  country  forever."  I  ask,  sir.  Is  this 
the  moment,  when  the  country  is  weak  and 
suffering,  to  subject  it  to  the  action  of  so  vio- 
lent a  remedy  (if  remedy  it  can  be  called)  as 
that  involved  in  the  proposition  to  collect  the 
revenues  in  gold  and  silver  ?  Does  it  show  a 
wise  regard  to  circumstances,  at  such  a  mo- 
ment, when  that  credit  system,  under  which 
the  country  has  grown  up  to  power  and  great- 
ness, and  with  which,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
its  most  vital  interests  are  identified — at  a  mo- 
ment when  that  credit  system,  thus  incorporat- 
ed with  the  country,  has  already  sustained  one 
of  the  severest  shocks  to  which  it  has  ever 
been  exposed — is  it  wise  and  prudent,  I  say,  to 


introduce  an  innovation  in  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Government,  which  aims  a  fatal  blow  at 
that  system,  and  all  the  wide-spread  and  diver- 
sified interests  connected  with  it  ?  The  effect 
of  this  innovation,  at  the  present  moment,  must 
be,  as  I  have  already  shown,  to  fix  upon  the 
country,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  the  curse 
of  an  irredeemable  and  depreciating  paper  cur- 
rency, or  otherwise  to  force,  violently  and  pre- 
maturely, an  exclusive  metallic  circulation,  by 
compelling  the  banks  at  once  to  wind  up  their  con- 
cei-ns.  But  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
thus  compelling  the  banks  precipitately  to  wind 
up  their  affairs  ?  They  have  vastly  more  debts 
due  to  them  than  they  owe.  Compel  them, 
then,  to  wind  up,  and  you  turn  them  loose,  or 
rather  drive  them,  in  necessary  self-defence, 
upon  the  community.  According  to  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  statements  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  aggregate  amount  of  debts  due  to  the 
banks  is  between  four  and  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Force  them  by  your  policy  to 
collect  this  vast  sum  from  the  community,  and 
what  a  wide-spread  scene  of  desolation,  em- 
bracing every  class  of  the  community,  must  en- 
sue !  The  banks  will  press  upon  the  importing 
merchant,  the  importing  merchant  upon  the 
retail  trader,  and  the  latter  upon  his  customers 
— the  laborer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  farmer. 
If  the  result  of  this  desolating  process  should 
not  be,  in  the  language  of  Burke,  "  the  ruin  of 
the  country  forever,"  it  would  be,  at  least,  to 
inflict  upon  it,  causelessly  and  heedlessly,  a 
blow,  frqm  which  recovery  could  be  effected 
only  through  long  years  of  suffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  stand  here,  Mr.  President,  as  no  advocate 
of  the  banking  system.  I  have  been  the  con- 
stant enemy  of  its  abuses,  the  correction  of 
which,  by  salutary  and  progressive  reforms,  I 
have  steadily  pursued,  without  aiming,  how- 
ever, at  the  destruction  of  the  system  itself, 
which  the  country  has  chosen  to  adopt,  and 
under  which  it  has  hitherto  attained  a  prosper- 
ity unparalleled  in  any  age  or  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  measure  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  is,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  effective  reform.  I  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  banks.  I  do  not  own, 
never  have  owned,  and  never  expect  to  own  a 
single  share  of  stock  in  any  bank,  nor  do  I  owe 
a  debt,  even  of  the  smallest  amount,  to  a  bank. 
I  mention  these  things,  not  because  I  could 
suppose  that  other  gentlemen,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  differently  situated,  could,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  this  sort.  I  deem  too  highly  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  my  fellow-citizens  not  to  believe 
them  above  all  personal  considerations,  as  I  am 
sure  all  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  as- 
sociated on  this  floor  are,  in  pronouncing  on 
great  public  questions,  involving  the  interests 
of  the  country.  I  know,  however,  that  there 
are  ungenerous  minds,  which  impute  other 
principles  of  action  to  public  men ;  and,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  Senator  from  South 
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Carolina,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  state  what, 
from  the  nature  of  my  pursuits,  happens  to  be 
my  situation  in  this  respect.  Those  pursuits 
identify  me  by  interest,  as  my  feelings  and  tastes 
do  by  sympathy,  with  the  great  agricultural 
body  of  the  community.  I  am  under  no  bias 
to  regard  the  interest  of  other  pursuits  or  other 
classes  of  the  community,  except  as  I  believe 
that,  under  our  happy  institutions,  all  pursuits 
and  all  classes  are  blended  in  one  common  in- 
terest, and  must  prosper  or  decline  together. 
It  is  in  this  spirit,  looking  to  the  whole  country 
and  all  its  interests,  that  we  shall,  I  trust,  dis- 
charge our  duties  here.  The  occasion  rises  far 
above  the  narrow  and  fleeting  interests  of  party, 
and  demands  the  best  exertions  of  all  for  the 
country.  The  measure  which  I  have  ventured 
to  offer  is  one  on  which  I  have  supposed  all 
parties  might  unite,  as  all  parties  have  hereto- 
fore united.  Its  effect,  I  persuade  myself,  will 
be  both  to  revive  confidence  and  to  furnish  se- 
curity; and,  with  the  language  of  encourage- 
ment and  the  pledges  of  a  wise  and  stable  poli- 
cy, proceeding  from  the  national  councils  here, 
we  shall  soon  see  our  youthful  and  vigorous 
country  rising  from  her  momentary  prostration, 
and,  Anteeus-like,  gathering  strength  from  her 
fall. 

When  Mr.  Eives  concluded,  he  introduced 
his  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 


Wedhesdat,  September  20. 
The  Great  Fire  in  New  York. 

Mr.  "Weight,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  great  conflagration  of  1835  in  the  city  of 
New  York ;  which  received  its  first  reading, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  a  remission 
of  all  duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on 
all  unbroken  and  entire  packages  of  goods  and 
merchandise  consumed  In  the  fire  of  New  York; 
and  it  provides  for  a  proportionate  remission  on 
packages  which  had  been  opened  before  the  fire. 
Commissioners  are  to  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  the  collectors  and  other  officers  in  New  York 
city,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  duties  paid  on  packages  destroyed 
by  the  fire,  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
sufferers,  the  amount  of  goods  destroyed,  &o. 
They  are  to  meet  in  New  York,  and  take  testi- 
mony on  oath  respecting  these  particulars.  No 
claim  to  be  entertained  which  shall  not  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  within  four  months 
of  the  opening  of  their  commissions.  The  com- 
missioners, on  the  completion  of  their  investi- 
gation, shall  make  out  their  statement  and  send 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  from  time  to  time  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine the  statements  of  claims  presented  and 
admitted  by  the  commissioners,  and  which  shall 


be  subjected  to  his  approval  or  disapproval. 
When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  havg 
made  known  his  determmation  upon  the  claims 
presented,  then  the  commissioners  shall  make 
out  certiiicates  of  remission  according  to  the 
amount  remitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
claimants,  and  these  certificates,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  collec- 
tors and  others  as  money  in  payment  of  duties, 
&c.,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  sums  remitted. 
It  is  provided,  however,  that  every  individual 
receiving  such  certificates  to  pass  in  payment 
of  bonds  and  dues,  &c.,  shall  give  security  in 
bond  and  penalty  to  pay  double  the  amount  of 
money  remitted,  with  interest,  if  it  should  ever 
appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the  remission 
is  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  employ 
a  clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  $2,000, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  -Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.] 

Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  pnblic 
officers,  as  depositaries  for  receiving  the  pnblic 
money,  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  moved  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  Monday 
he  should  offer  to  this  bill ;  which  having  been 
stated  to  the  Senate,  it  was,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Weight,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Calhoto, 
modified  to  read  as  follows,  the  passages  en- 
closed in  [  ]  being  those  added  by  Mr.  W. 

"  Sec.  —  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due  to 
the  Government  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks  ;  and  that  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eigliteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of, 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  all  sums 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts 
to  the  Government,  [and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  Office  Department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver  coin  only,]  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  papers 
issued  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  directed  to  be  received  by  law ;  [and  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-one,  all  officers  or  agents  engaged  in  the 
making  disbursements  for  the  United  States  or  Gen- 
eral Post  Office  Department,  shall  make  all  their 
payments  in  gold  and  silver  only,  or  in  such  notes 
or  papers  as  shall  be  authorized  by  law ;  and  any 
revenue  or  disbursing  officer  neglecting  so  to  do, 
shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  forfeit  all  com- 
pensation which  shall  then  be  due."] 

Mr.  NiLEs  then  rose  and  said :  He  considered 
the  subject,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  in  a  con- 
stitutional, financial,  and  political  aspect,  as 
one  of  great  importance,  not  inferior,  perhaps, 
to  any  which,  for  many  years  at  least,  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congress.  It  was  one  to 
which  he  had  given  some  attention,  and  on 
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vvMch  he  had  reflected  much ;  yet  he  should 
not  probably  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  any 
remarks,  had  it  not  been  for  the  observation 
of  his  distinguished  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
EivEs)  in  his  speech  yesterday.  That  Senator, 
in  support  of  the  bill  which  he  had  introduced 
for  designating  the  public  funds,  which  was 
similar  in  its  provisions  to  the  bill  that  passed 
both  Houses  of  Congress  last  session,  and  which 
he  (Mr.  N.)  and  other  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion then  supported,  made  an  eloquent  appeal 
to  himself  and  others  to  come  out  at  this  time 
in  support  of  his  present  bill,  or  show  good 
reasons  why  they  could  not  do  so. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  would  respond  to  the  call ; 
he  could  not  support  the  gentleman's  bill,  but 
he  would  endeavor  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not.  He  last  session  gave  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  bill  referred  to,  which  passed  with 
great  unanimity.  He  did  so  because  he  consid- 
ered that  bill  as  containing  no  new  principle, 
and  only  carrying  out  what  was  then  the  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  Government ;  it  left  the 
funds  receivable  for  the  revenue  as  they  were 
placed  by  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  but  con- 
tained some  provisions  intended  to  operate  as 
inducements  upon  the  State  banks  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  notes  of  the  lower  denomina- 
tions. It  was  true  the  bill  superseded  the 
Treasury  circular ;  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  then 
disposed  to  do  that,  for  the  same  reasons  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  he  also  re- 
garded that  as  a  temporary  measure,  intended 
for  a  particular  emergency,  to  arrest  a  special 
mischief.  But  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
Senator  in  the  opinion  that  the  failure  of  that 
act,  and  the  continuance  of  the  Treasury  order, 
was  one  of  the  causes  which  had  contributed  to 
the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country.  He  had, 
at  the  last  session,  supposed  that  the  exigency 
which  had  called  forth  the  order  had  passed  off, 
but  had  since  become  satisfied  that  he  was  mis- 
taken. Such  had  been  the  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Government,  and  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country,  that  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded the  order  had  exerted  a  most  salutary 
influence,  alike  favorable  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  country. 

It  has  secured  the  revenue  received  from  the 
public  lands,  and  reinforced  the  Western  banks 
with  specie,  which  has  enabled  them  to  sustain 
themselves,  until  the  general  storm  came  upon 
them,  as  it  swept  over  the  whole  country.  But 
had  it  not  been  for  the  operation  of  the  order, 
the  Western  banks  would  not  merely  have  sus- 
pended ])ayment,  but  would  have  exploded 
months  before  they,  in  common  with  others, 
suspended  payments.  Another  good  effect  of 
the  continuance  of  the  order  was,  that  it  had 
drawn  specie  from  the  banks  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  thrown  it  into  circulation  among  the 
people  in  the  Western  States,  where  he  under- 
stood more  specie  was  to  be  found  in  circula- 
tion than  in  any  other  section  of  the  Union. 
And  the  specie  which  had  been  received  for 


the  public  lands  had  been.an  importiant  resource 
to  the  Government  in  its  present  emergency. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  gave  his  support  to  the  cur- 
rency bill  because  he  did  not  then  think  the 
time  had  come  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  respect  to  the  funds  in  which  the 
revenue  was  collected.  Among  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  go  then  with  his  distinguished 
friend  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  who  so 
strenuously  opposed  the  currency  bill,  was  the 
important  fact,  that  the  entire  financial  concerns 
of  the  Government  were  then  conducted  through 
the  agency  of  about  ninety  banks.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  in  vain  to  think  to  change  our  cur- 
rency as  long  as  we  employed  the  agency  of 
banks ;  as  all  public  moneys  deposited  in  them 
were  immediately  changed  to  bank  credits.  He 
then  believed  that,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  we  must  dis- 
pense with'the  agency  of  banks. 

Sir,  the  late  administration  adopted  a  certain 
policy  in  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  (Mr.  N.)  saw  no  occasion  to  change 
that  policy  at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  and 
the  question  on  which  he  and  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  differ,  is,  whether  the  great  changes 
which  have  since  taken  place,  in  the  prostra- 
tion not  only  of  the  deposit  banks,  but  of  the 
entire  banking  system  of  the  country,  the 
serious  embarrassments  to  the  finances,  and  the 
general  derangement  of  the  monetary  affairs  of 
the  nation,  require  a  change  in  that  policy? 
Has  the  deposit  bank  scheme  failed  ?  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  thinks  not ;  he  regards  the 
present  derangement  as  the  result  of  temporary 
causes,  some  of  which  originated  in  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Government ;  he  thinks  that,  not- 
withstanding a  gust  of  wind  may  have  capsized 
the  deposit  banks,  they  can  be  righted,  refitted, 
and  again  put  in  service.  But  he  (Mr.  N.) 
thought  the  banks  had  failed  in  their  duties 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public. 
They  had  proved  themselves  to  be  either  weak 
or  faithless  agents,  and  perhaps  both.  They 
had  suspended  payment ;  they  had  been  guilty 
of  a  voluntary  act  of  bankruptcy,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  immediately  following  a 
period  of  unusual  prosperity,  (or  what  was  so 
regarded,)  and  when  they  had  in  their  vaults 
nearly  thirty  millions  of  the  public  funds.  This 
suspension  was  entirely  different  from  that  of 
1814,  when  the  Government  itself  had  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  vast  and  dangerous  issues 
of  the  banks,  by  which  they  were  broken  down. 

Whether  the  general  and  simultaneous  failure 
of  the  banks  was  voluntary  and  fraudulent,  as 
supposed  by  some,  or  a  measure  of  necessity, 
arising  from  the  over-action  and  imprudent 
management  of  those  institutions,  was  not  very 
material ;  in  either  case  they  must  be  regarded 
as  unsafe  depositories  of  the  public  revenues. 
They  might  answer  in  ordinary  times,  when  we 
had  a  clear  sky  aiid  smooth  sea;  when  the 
commerce  and  finances  of  the  country  were 
stable  and  regular ;  but  they  could  not  be  de- 
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pended  upon  in  times  of  difficulty.     And  in  the 
present  instance  they  had  failed  and  violated 
their  engagements  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  public  without  any  apparent  cause,  other 
than  their  own  mismanagement.     He  would 
not  charge  the  banks  of  having  voluntarily  been 
faithless  agents ;  but  he  would  say  that  they  had 
violated  their  high  and  solemn  obligations  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  public,  without  any 
reasonable  efforts — he  might  almost  say  without 
any  effort  at  all — to  save  their  own  credit  and 
that  of  the  commercial  community.     When  the 
crisis  came,  mainly  brought  on  by  their  own 
imprudent  action,  how  did  they  meet  it  ?    Did 
they  breast  the  storm  with  the  hearts   and 
nerves  which  the  occasion  called  for  ?     Did 
they  make  any  reasonable  efforts  to  weather  it 
and  save  the  country  from  the  calamities  which 
have  overwhelmed  it  ?    Far,  very  far  from  this. 
If  we  look  to  the  point  where  the  extended  line 
of  banks  first  gave  way — the  city  of  New  York 
— we  shall  discover  the  strongest  evidence  of 
cowardice  or  treachery.     What  stand  did  the 
banks  make  ?    How  long  did  they  sustain  them- 
selves against  a  run  ?    The  Bank  of  England,  in 
1825,  sustained  itself  against  a  run  for  an  entire 
year,    and  when    a  general    panic  prevailed. 
Why,  sir,  a  frail  concern  having  first  given 
way,  and  been  docTced,  some  of  the  people,  as 
was  natural,  became  alarmed;  but  there  was 
no  general  panic ;  a  crowd  gathered  round  the 
banks ;   they  were  not  depositors,  or  persons 
who  had  means  to  acquire  any  considerable  de- 
mands against  banks ;  most  of  them  probably 
were  "boot-blacks,"  "chimney-sweeps,"  and 
"  wash-women,"  with  a  single  bill  each  of  the 
lower  denomination ;    or  perhaps  they  were 
of  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  becoming  very 
notorious  of  late — the  loco-focos;  the  officers  of 
the  banks  look  out  at  their  windows  and  see 
this  formidable  array  of  persons,  all  armed  with 
their  "  promises  to  pay,"  about  to  make  an 
assault  upon  the  banks.     What  is  to  be  done  ? 
Can  we  make  a  stand  ?     Can  we  defend  our- 
selves against  this  formidable  enemy?     They 
did  not,  however,  hesitate  long,  but,  concluding 
that  "  discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valor," 
they  determined  to  shut  their  doors,  and  keep 
their  creditors  out.     This  was  certainly  a  con- 
venient mode  of  paying  debts.    At  othar  places 
the  shutting  up  of  the  banks  was  equally  sud- 
den ;  and,  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  and 
calculated  to  excite  a  suspicion  that  something 
was  wrong,  is  the  fact  that  the  suspension  at 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  other  places,  occurred 
a  few  days  after  that  at  New  York,  but  before 
there  could    have   been  any   communication. 
These  facts  are  at  least  calculated  to  excite  a 
suspicion  that  there  was  a  previous  understand- 
ing among  the  principal  banks  in  the  different 
cities  that  they  were  to  suspend  payment  about 
the  time  the  explosion  took  place. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  he  would  ask 
whether  any  one  can  believe  that  the  banks 
made  any  reasonable  efforts  to  sustain  their 
own  credit  and  that  of  the  country  ?     Can  the 


deposit  banks,  some  of  which  possessed  millions 
of  the  public  money,  which  closed  their  doors 
and  stopped  payment  under  such  circumstances, 
be  regarded  as  faithful  fiscal  agents  ?  Was  it 
not  the  duty  of  these  corporations  to  have  at- 
tempted to  sustain  their  credit,  and  to  Lave 
paid  out  one-quarter  or  one-half  of  their  specie 
before  they  shut  their  doors  in  the  face  of  their 
creditors?  If  they  had  met  the  shock  reso- 
lutely, and  with  a  willingness  to  incur  a  sacri- 
fice, who  can  say  that  they  might  not  have  gone 
safely  through  the  crisis  ? 

Whether,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  direct 
object  of  the  deposit  bank  system,  the  safe- 
keeping and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  or 
the  incidental  advantage  of  improving  the  cnr- 
renoy,  it  was  (Mr.  N.  thought)  not  to  be  dis- 
puted that  the  measure  had  failed.  The  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  State 
banks  is  at  an  end ;  it  has  been  dissolved  by 
the  banks  themselves ;  and  the  only  question 
now  is  whether  it  shall  be  renewed.  He,  for 
one,  thought  not. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  have  said  all  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  two  financial  schemes,  and  it 
now  remains  for  me  to  take  some  notice  of  the 
third,  which  the  bill  before  us  is  intended  to 
introduce.  This  last  is  characterized  as  a  novel 
and  untried  experiment,  although  much  older 
than  either  of  the  others.  It  is  the  system  on- 
which  the  ancient  and  most  modern  nations 
have  conducted  their  finances;  it  is,  at  any 
rate,  as  ancient  as  1789,  as  Old  as  the  constitu- 
tion which  we  have  all  sworn  to  support  and 
to  regard  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  actions. 
This  plan  consists  of  the  employment  of  Fed- 
eral officers  to  execute  that  portion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  which  pertains  to  the  keeping 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue.  This  seems 
to  be  the  natural  course,  and  is,  at  least,  recom- 
mended by  its  simplicity  and  conformity  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Can  any  one 
believe,  on  perusing  that  instrument,  that  its 
framers  contemplated  the  agency  of  banks, 
either  State  or  Federal,  in  the  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  revenue  ?  Has  not  the  em- 
ployment of  banks  from  the  first  been  a  mani- 
fest departure  from  the  plain  and  obvious  course 
indicated  by  the  constitution,  and  may  not  this 
departure  be  justly  regarded  as  the  source  of 
all  our  financial  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties? 

But  is  the  proposed  system  practicable  ?  This 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  question  con- 
nected with  the  whole  subject.  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  constitution  or  in  the  nature  of  the 
fiscal  duties  of  the  Government,  that  renders 
the  agency  of  banks  appropriate  and  necessary? 
If  that  part  of  the  Executive  power  which  re- 
lates to  the  finances  cannot  be  executed  except 
by  bank  agency,  then  a  system  of  banks  becomes 
an  essential  part  of  the  Government  itself,  and 
enters  into  its  very  elements.  It  becomes  a 
bank  Government,  and  cannot  exist  independ- 
ent of  banks  in  some  form.  And  if  it  is  not 
maintained  that  banks  are  absolutely  necessary 
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as  fiscal  agents,  to  insist  that  their  agency  is  the 
most  suitable  and  appropriate  means  of  execut- 
ing a  portion  of  the  Executive  power,  would 
seem  to  lead  to  the  same  conclusion,  the  same 
connection  between  the  Government  and  banks. 
But  those  who  profess  to  be  opposed  to  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  will  do  well  to  pause  be- 
fore they  come  to  either  of  the  above  conclu- 
sions ;  for  if  the  operations  of  the  Government 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  agency  of 
banks,  or  if  banks  are  the  most  suitable  and 
appropriate  means  for  executing  the  powers 
relating  to  the  revenue,  does  it  not  follow  that 
we  must  have  a  Federal  bank  ?  Is  it  not  ap- 
parent that  to  admit  that  bank  agency  is  neces- 
sary in  the  management  of  the  finances,  is  the 
strongest  possible  argument  in  support  of  a 
national  bank!  Sir,  the  two  questions  are 
identical ;  they  are  but  one ;  for  to  say  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  as  a  fiscal  agent,  is  to  say  that 
we  must  have  a  national  bank.  This,  sir,  is  a 
complete  independent  system  of  Government ; 
it  possesses  within  itself  all  the  necessary  func- 
tions of  a  Government.  It  is  in  no  particular 
dependent  on  the  States,  so  far  as  its  own  action 
is  concerned ;  and  least  of  all  can  it  be  in  so 
important  a  function  as  that  of  its  finances.  If 
it  has  not  within  itself  the  power  to  manage  its 
finances,  then  it  is  no  Government ;  it  is  de- 
pendent on  the  States  almost  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  old  confederation,  which  had  no  power 
over  a  revenue  but  by  requisitions  upon  the 
States.  Has  this  Government  any  control  over 
the  State  banks  ?  Has  it  any  right  to  command 
their  services  ?  And,  in  times  of  party  excite- 
ment, might  not  many  of  the  States  prohibit 
their  banks  from  acting  as  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? What  security  can  there  be  in  a 
reliance  on  State  institutions?  Who  control 
the  banks  and  what  is  their  spirit  ?  Do  they 
not  present  the  embodied  elements  of  aristo- 
cracy, and  have  they  not  usually  been  opposed 
to  the  Government,  when  administered  by 
agents  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  ?  Sir,  there  is  no  avoiding 
the  conclusion,  that,  if  bank  agency  is  neces- 
sary, we  must  have  a  Federal  bank,  which  we 
can  control  ourselves,  or,  at  least,  have  a  legal 
right  to  control.  But  no  such  agency  is  neces- 
sary. The  proposed  system  is  not  only  practica- 
ble, but  natural  and  simple,  and,  Mr.  N.  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  would  be  found,  on  trial,  to  be 
as  convenient  as  the  State  bank  machinery. 

In  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  collec- 
tion, safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  rev- 
enue. Congress  can  take  into  consideration  the 
efiect  which  such  measures  may  have  on  the 
general  currency  of  the  country.  This  is  all  we 
can  do :  we  cannot  directly  interfere  with  the 
issues  of  the  State  banks.  This  incidental  efiect 
which  may  be  produced  by  our  financial  meas- 
ures, would  naturally  seem  to  be  of  secondary, 
but  now  appears  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary 
importance.  Indeed,  it  is  the  real  or  supposed 
bearing  of  the  financial  measures  of  this  Gov- 
ernment on  the  general  currency  of  the  country 


that  attaches  to  them  so  deep  and  extensive  an 
interest. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  important  to  consider 
how  the  proposed  measure  will  afiect  the  cur- 
rency or  the  paper  issues  of  the  State  banks. 
He  thought  that  its  influence  would  be  very 
salutary,  and  that,  in  this  respect,  it  would 
have  a  decided  preference  over  either  a  na- 
tional bank  or  the  State  deposit  banks.  It  may, 
it  is  true,  in  some  degree  diminish  the  profits 
of  banking ;  but  the  present  system  of  paper 
money  cannot  be  improved  in  any  degree,  how- 
ever small,  without  the  reduction  of  the  profits 
of  banking  enters  into  the  measure  of  reform. 

What  is  the  great  evil  of  our  paper  system 
of  currency  ?  It  is  its  instability,  its  irregular 
action,  its  constant  tendency  to  the  most  ruin- 
ous expansions  and  contractions.  This  is  a 
point  about  which  there  is  no  controversy ;  all 
agree  in  it.  Will  the  proposed  measure,  then, 
tend  to  render  the  currency  more  stable  and 
less  fluctuating?  If  so,  its  influence  must  be 
highly  salutary.  One  of  its  immediate  conse- 
quences will  be  to  create  and  keep  up  a  demand 
for  specie  to  the  extent  of  the  I'evenue  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Government.  This  constant 
demand  for  specie  will  operate  as  a  continued 
check  and  restraint  upon  the  banks  in  the  com- 
mercial cities ;  it  will  compel  them  to  be  more 
cautious  in  their  issues,  and  to  keep  themselves 
more  strongly  reinforced  with  specie.  The 
more  cautious  action  of  the  city  banks  will  tend 
to  restrain  the  country  banks.  How  consider- 
able this  restraining  influence  upon  the  banks 
may  be,  it  was  impossible  to  say ;  but,  so  far 
as  it  exists,  it  would  be  salutary. 

It  seemed,  however,  to  be  feared  that  the 
proposed  measure  would  impose  too  great  a 
restriction  upon  the  banks;  that  it  wguld  di- 
minish their  ability  and  limit  their  operations 
too  much.  But  this  was  not  to  be  feared ;  the 
only  danger  was  the  overaction  and  the  irreg- 
ular action  of  the  banks ;  this  is  their  natural 
tendency ;  it  results  from  the  principles  of  the 
system,  and  is  an  evil  which  cannot  be  removed 
without  a  change  of  its  principles.  A  bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  had  already  said,  is 
now  asked  for,  solely  on  the  ground  of  check- 
ing and  controlling  the  State  banks ;  but  when 
it  is  proposed  to  do  this  in  any  other  way,  that 
is  regarded  as  an  insuperable  objection  to  the 
measure.  How  is  this  ?  Can  State  banks  only 
be  regulated  by  Federal  banks,'  or  is  it  a  mere 
pretext  that  a  national  bank  is  wanted  as  a 
regulator  of  the  State  institutions  ? 

But  this  constant  demand  for  specie  in  the 
transactions  of  the  Government  will  promote 
the  general  circulation  of  coin,  and  improve  the 
whole  currency ;  it  will  render  our  currency, 
in  some  reasonable  degree,  a  mixed  currency, 
instead  of  an  exclusive  paper  one,  as  it  now  is. 

But  there  will  be  other  consequences  affect- 
ing the  currency,  equal,  and  perhaps  more  im- 
portant, than  those  named.  The  proposed  sys- 
tem, should  it  be  adopted,  will  occasion  a  com- 
plete and  entire  separation  of  the  Government 
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from  all  banks.  This  is  its  distinguishing  feat- 
ure, and  highest  recommendation.  This  sep- 
aration is  not  only  important  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  but,  if  possible,  equally  so  in  its  effect 
on  the  currency  and  the  interest  of  the  country. 
What  have  been  the  fruits  of  this  connection  ? 
Sir,  there  is  high  authority  on  this  point,  which 
goes  to  show  that  it  has  been  injurious  both  to 
the  Government  and  the  banks.  Mr.  Biddle, 
the  President  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  is  the 
greatest  financier  that  now  exists,  or  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  exist,  has  expressed  this  opinion. 
At  the  organization  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  1836,  he  congratulated 
the  stockholders  on  the  prosperous  condition 
of  their  interests,  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
surplus  fund,  and  the  purchase  of  a  new  char- 
ter, and  boasted  of  the  bank  being  "  safer, 
stronger,  and  more  prosperous  than  it  ever 
was."  He  also  adds,  that  "  it  was  an  original 
misfortune  in  the  structure  of  the  bank  that 
it  was  in  any  way  connected  with  persons  in 
office.  The  instincts  of  all  political  power  make 
that  association  dangerous — useful  to  neither 
party — injurious  to  both." 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  what  have  been 
the  fruits  of  this  connection  of  bank  and  State  ? 
Let  the  experience  of  the  country  answer !  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  last  war,  when,  in  the 
negotiation  of  loans  with  banks  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifty  millions,  at  least  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  were  sacrificed  by  the  Government. 
These  loans  consisted  of  exchanging  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  vastly  better 
than  that  of  any  bank,  for  the  credit  of  the 
banks,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars for  a  hundred.  This  occasioned  the  rapid 
enlargement  of  bank  issues  during  the  war,  and 
led  to  the  suspension  of  the  banks  in  1814,  and 
to  a  long  train  of  calamitous  consequences, 
under  which  the  country  languished  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  had  already  alluded  to  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

This  connection  has  greatly  increased  the 
regular  action  of  the  banks,  and  stimulated  their 
contractions  and  expansions.  The  first  great 
and  sudden  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  1817,  was,  in  part,  occasioned  by  the 
Government  redeeming  thirteen  millions  of  its 
stock,  then  held  by  the  bank,  as  part  of  its  cap- 
ital, which  obliged  it  to  loan  it  suddenly  to 
individuals.  The  public  deposits,  as  is  well 
known,  have  always  been  used  by  the  banks  as 
the  basis  of  discounts;  and,  as  they  increase 
and  diminish  suddenly,  this  produces  a  corre- 
sponding enlargement  and  curtailment  of  their 
loans. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  connec- 
tion, as  Mr.  Biddle  calls  it,  every  measure  of 
the  Government,  of  a  mere  financial  character, 
having  no  direct  bearing  on  any  commercial 
interest,  has  for  years  occasioned  a  disturbance 
in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  which, 
under  our  credit  system,  are  otherwise  suffi- 
ciently unstable.    Almost  from  the  foundation 


of  the  Government,  this  has  been  one  continued 
source  of  clamor  and  complaint — of  agitation 
of  fierce  denunciations,  and  of  curses  loud  and 
deep  against  the  Government,  from-  the  com- 
mercttal  portions  of  the  community.  Cause  or 
no  cause  for  these  complaints,  for  his  present 
purpose,  was  of  little  consequence.  He  be- 
lieved that,  in  general,  such  complaints  had 
been  without  any  just  foundation ;  but  he 
wished  to  remove  the  pretext  for  tliem,  and 
effectually  to  remove  all  grounds  of  chai-ging, 
upon  the  mere  financial  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  disturbance  of  the  currency,  and 
the  derangement  of  the  business  concerns  of 
the  country. 

The  banks  have  become  an  element  of  polit- 
ical power,  and  the  basis  of  a  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy. The  whole  system  is  one  resting  on 
monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges,  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  equal  and  common  right  of  the  peo- 
ple. Experience  has  also  proved  that  the  sys- 
tem is  founded  on  unsound  principles,  and  its 
rapid  and  dangerous  extension  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  serious  evils  attending  it,  have 
produced  a  very  general  conviction,  embracing, 
probably,  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  that 
the  system  cannot  long  be  endured  as  it  is; 
that  it  must  either  be  reformed  or  abandoned. 
From  dear-bought  experience,  this  had  become 
the  general  sentiment.  But  this  reform  cannot 
be  effected  here ;  we  have  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject ;  Congress  did  not  create  the  State 
banks,  and  it  cannot  unmake  them,  or  reform 
the  system.  This  belongs  to  the  people  and 
the  States ;  let  us  leave  it  there ;  they  have  the 
power,  and  are  competent  to  the  task.  Th% 
accomplishment  of  this  important  measure- 
one  which  at  this  time  excites  a  deeper  and 
more  universal  interest  than  has  ever  before 
existed  in  relation  to  any  reform  in  our  civil 
institutions — will  no  doubt  be  resisted,  vio- 
lently, desperately,  by  the  whole  combined 
moneyed  infiuence  of  the  country.  The  issue 
is  already  made  up ;  it  is  a  great  issue ;  one 
which  wUl  be  likely  to  agitate  the  public  mind 
for  twenty  years  to  come.  On  the  one  side  is 
the  popular  will,  the  great  mass  of  the  people; 
on  the  other  are  the  banks  and  the  moneyed 
power.  On  the  one  side  (if  he  might  use  the 
language  of  the  London  banker's  circular)  is 
the  aristocracy  of  wealth  ;  on  the  other,  the 
democracy  of  numbers.  The  struggle  will  he 
arduous,  and  probably  long,  but  the  result  can- 
not be  doubtful.  At  a  time  like  this,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  is  it  proper  for  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  a  party  in  this  contest? 
As  we  cannot  do  it  directly,  is  it  proper,  is  it 
right,  for  us  to  interfere  indirectly  ?  As  we 
cannot  assist  in  carrying  out  this  great  reform, 
all  that  he  asked  was,  that  this  Government 
should  stand  aside.  It  cannot  rightfully  be- 
come a  party  to  this  contest.  It  cannot  pro- 
mote the  reform ;  but  it  may  retard  it.  Shall 
Congress  interpose  itself  between  the  people 
and  this  great  measure?  Shall  it  take  sides 
with  the  banks  against  the  people  ?    Shall  this 
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Government  become  the  endorser  and  the 
backer  of  the  State  banks  ?  Shall  we,  by  our 
improper  connection  with  them,  encourage 
them  to  look  to  ns  to  sustain  themselves  against 
the  popular  voice  ?  Shall  we  unite  and  league 
them  together,  and  thus  add  to  their  power  by 
combination  ?  Sir,  let  this  Government  stand 
aloof  from  this  contest,  and  leave  the  banks  in 
the  hands  of  the  States  and  people  from  whom 
they  derived  their  existence,  and  to  whom  they 
are  amenable  for  their  acts,  and  by  whose  will 
they  must  stand  or  fall. 


TnuESDAY,  September  21. 
Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenues,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment offered  thereto  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said :  Sir,  this  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  one  that  has  caused  great  anxiety 
in  the  public  mind.  It  is  therefore  highly  im- 
portant that  the  whole  matter  should  be  laid 
clearly  and  fully  before  the  people,  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  them- 
selves on  the  merits  of  the  propositions  made 
here,  both  in  favor  of,  and  against,  the  views  of 
the  Executive.  For  my  own  part,  it  is  suffi- 
cient for  me  to  say  that,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  came  to  this  body  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  co-operate  with  the  Executive  Government 
in  any  measures  which  may  benefit  the  people, 
or  restore  the  national  prosperity ;  and  towards 
the  individual  now  in  the  Executive  chair,  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  Government,  I  have 
none  other  than  the  kindest  feelings.  But  in 
relation  to  measures  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  I  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  exam- 
ine them  fully  and  freely,  without  being  con- 
trolled by  those  trammels  which  have  been  too 
often  used  to  force  men  to  act  contrary  to  their 
own  convictions.  When  I  took  my  seat  in  this 
body,  it  was  with  a  full  determination  to  ex- 
amine carefully  for  myself  the  various  proposi- 
tions that  might  be  presented,  and  to  decide 
upon  them  according  to  their  merits.  Sir,  we 
were  called  on  to  aid  the  Government,  because 
it  is  obstructed  in  the  exercise  of  its  ordinary 
powers.  And  when  we  were  told  that  the 
Government  required  our  aid,  that  it  was  em- 
barrassed for  the  want  of  money,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  it  supplies 
to  aid  in  the  course  of  its  ordinary  operations, 
I  did  not  hesitate,  nor  did  I  even  examine  very 
closely  the  propositions  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  those  supplies ;  but,  knowing  that  they  came 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  founded  on 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
without  any  hesitation  I  voted  for  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred the  bill  as  it  was,  without  striking  out 
the  provision  for  interest  on  the  notes.  I  was 
not  willing  to  resort  to  a  temporary  expedient, 


such  as  issuing  notes  without  interest,  which, 
as  heretofore,  could  serve  only  to  delude  the 
people,  and  end  in  disappointment,  without  any 
practical  benefit. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  one  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with 
the  States.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  but 
as  great  latitude  has  been  given  to  the  debate, 
I  beg  leave  here  to  give  my  reasons  why  I  could 
not  vote  for  that  bill ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
in  my  mind,  was  this :  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  through  the  medium  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  had  raised  expectations  on  the 
part  of  the  States  which  it  ought  not  to  disap- 
point. The  States  had  prepared  to  receive  the 
money ;  they  accepted  the  proposition  of  the 
Government,  proceeded  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  the  States  appropriated  the 
whole  fund :  some  to  the  important  cause  of 
education ;  some  to  aid  in  their  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement ;  some  in  one  way,  and  some 
in  another,  beneficial  to  the  people. .  The  States 
relied  with  full  confidence  on  the  receipt  of  the 
money ;  they  had  a  right  so  to  rely ;  and, 
although  the  facts  may  not  strictly  amount  to 
a  legal  contract  between  the  parties,  it  is  cer- 
tainly so  nearly  allied  to  one,  that  it  would  be 
doing  the  greatest  injustice  to  the  States  and 
people  to  disappoint  their  just  expectations,  by 
withholding  the  instalment. 

Again :  It  was  admitted  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  that,  if  the  instal- 
ment was  retained,  being  in  paper,  it  could  not 
be  made  available  in  aid  of  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  as  the  Government  would  not  use 
paper,  and  we  would  still  have  to  authorize  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  a  loan  of  at  least 
$10,000,000.  Why,  then,  withhold  it  from  the 
States,  who  are  willing  to  receive  it  in  the  very 
funds  the  Government  rejects ;  and  in  many 
instances  can  accommodate  the  matter  with 
their  own  deposit  banks,  beneficially  to  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  States  ? 

But,  viewing  it  as  a  question  of  inconvenience 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  how 
stands  the  case  ?  It  would  certainly  be  much 
less  inconvenient  to  the  Government  to  add  the 
amount  of  the  instalment  to  the  amount  of  the  loan 
she  is  compelled  to  make,  at  all  events,  than  it 
would  be  to  the  States  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  at  this  time.  These,  sir,  are  some  of  the 
reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote  against  that 
bill.  I  thought  it  but  justice  to  myself  to  state 
them,  as  I  gave  a  silent  vote  on  that  occasion. 

[Mr.  Smith  then  spoke  at  much  length  upon  the 
state  of  the  country,  the  causes  which  produced  it, 
and  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  a  national  bank  ; 
and  then  continued  his  speech  on  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.] 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate,  known  here  as  the  di- 
vorce bill.  I  was  opposed,  as  I  have  told  you, 
to  the  original  divorce ;  I  was  still  more  op- 
posed to  the  object  of  your  then  choice ;  and  had 
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I  beea  here,  in  the  name  of  my  country  I  would 
have  forbidden  the  fens.  But  you  married, 
and  I  now  find  the  groom,  and  nearly  all  the 
wedding  guests,  in  favor  of  another  divorce. 
Sir,  upon  principles  of  common  law,  you  are 
not  entitled  to  it ;  you  winked  af>— nay  more, 
you  seduced  your  bride  from  the  path  of  virtue ; 
and  you  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  your  own  wrong.  But,  sir,  I  am  ready 
to  confess  that  I  am  much  more  opposed  to  the 
object  of  your  third  union,  than  I  am  to  a  sep- 
aration from  the  darling  of  your  second  choice. 
Sir,  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  of  divorcing 
the  Government  from  the  banks  and  people  is, 
in  my  mind,  the  most  alarming  proposition  that 
has  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  vain  did  our  revolutionary  sires  shed 
their  blood  in  the  contest  for  liberty ;  ia  vain 
did  the  sages  and  patriots  of  that  eventful 
epoch  contend  for  the  glorious  privileges  which 
we  enjoy,  if,  at  this  day  of  the  republic,  we  are 
to  surrender  up  to  the  Executive,  and  to  Ms 
immediate  advisers,  the  liberties  of  this  great 
people.  Sir,  when  the  patriot  daily  sees  the 
immense  powers  claimed  for,  and  exercised  by, 
the  Executive,  has  he  not  just  cause  for  alarm  ? 
The  veto  power  is  his ;  the  army  is  his ;  the 
navy  is  his ;  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er of  all  the  inferior  officers  of  Government  is 
his ;  the  sword  is  his ;  and  he  now  asks  for  the 
purse.  Shall  we  give  it  to  him  ?  Shall  we  sur- 
render up  the  treasures  of  the  nation — the  hard 
earnings  of  the  people — into  his  hands,  as  is 
proposed  by  this  bill?  Never,  Mr.  President, 
with  my  consent — never,  never.  I  speak  not 
with  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
I  am  discussing  this  matter  upon  principle.  Sir, 
I  have  reason  for  alarm,  when  I  see  the  other 
powers  of  the  Government  surrendered  up, 
one  at  a  time,  either  before  or  after  the  exercise 
of  the  veto,  to  the  will  of  one  man.  How  can 
I  forbear  to  look  with  jealousy  and  alarm  at  a 
power  so  inordinate  in  its  desires,  and  so  engulf- 
ing in  its  effects  ?  This  bill,  sir,  surrenders  up 
the  remnant  of  power  which  we  had  still  left 
with  us.  I  object  to  it  because  of  the  vast  in- 
crease of  Executive  power  and  patronage  it 
confers,  first,  by  giving  up  the  sole  control  of 
the  revenues  of  the  nation ;  and,  secondly,  by 
the  vast  increase  of  officers  it  authorizes.  In 
addition  to  the  land  and  custom-house  offices 
now  in  existence,  it  will  be  necessary  to  estab- 
lish a  great  many  more  as  sub-treasuries ;  add 
to  these  the  twelve  thousand  post  offices,  all 
of  which  are  to  be  little  treasuries,  and,  sir, 
then  come  the  visitors  and  examiners  of  these 

offices as    the   bill  requires   an   examination 

once,  at  least,  each  year— and  you  have  an 
army  of  officers  traversing  every  part  of  the 
country  at  the  bid  of  the  Executive,  paid  from 
the  public  moneys  by  the  President,  and  bound, 
upon  pain  of  dismissal  from  office,  to  obey  the 
Executive  or  party  fiat.  Sir,  I  am  unwilling,  by 
any  vote  of  mine,  to  contribute  to  this  result. 
But  sir  will  the  public  money  be  safe  ?  This 
is  a 'question  of  great  importance.    Experience 


tells  us  that  it  will  not ;  and,  my  word  for  it,' 
when  it  shall  have  been  tried  to  the  satisfaolion 
of  those  who  are  now  pressing  it  upon  us,  the 
defalcations  will  be  found  a  much  more  formid- 
able item  in  the  unavailable  funds  than  what 
appears  against  the  national  bank.  But,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  you  give  up  the  bonus  paid  by 
the  United  States  Bank.  You  give  up  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  to  the  country  from  a  well- 
regulated  currency  and  a  wholesome  state  of 
the  exchanges,  and  you  pay  not  less  than  $100,- 
000,  annually,  to  carry  on  the  "  expedient," 
without  one  countervailing  benefit. 

Sir,  there  is  another  objection  to  this  measure 
more  formidable,  in  my  mind,  than  any  of  those 
I  have  attempted  to  urge.     You  propose  to 
separate  your  fortunes  from  the  destinies  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people ;  to  make  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  I  have  always  understood  to 
be  a  Government  of  the  people,  an  alien  to 
their  interest ;  you  propose  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  officers  gold  and  silver,  and  leave 
the  people  to  struggle  on  with  such  a  currency 
as  the  States  may  furnish.     Sir,  I  know  this 
people  love  the  Government ;  I  am  not  unap- 
prised of   their  deep-rooted  devotion  to  the 
institutions  under  which  they  live.     Have  they 
not  on  all  occasions,  in  times  of  peril,  when  the 
existence  of  the  nation  was  threatened  by  a 
hostile  foe,  rallied  to  the   standard  of  their 
country,  and  laid  down  their  lives  a  voluntary 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  liberty?     And  shall 
they  then  be  told,  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
embarrassment,  that  this  Government  will  take 
care  of  itself — ^that  it  has  no  power  to  assist 
the  people — that  it  wiU  provide  for  its  own 
officers  the  precious  metals,  although  the  con- 
sequence may  be  ruin  to  the  people?     Sir, 
let  those  who  are  pressing  this  matter  upon 
them  not  presume  too  far.    It  is  not  your 
parchment  roll,  called  a  constitution,  that  holds 
this  people  together  ;  it  is  a  supposed  commu- 
nity of  interest :  and  whenever  you  shall  satisfy 
them  that  the  Government  of  their  choice  has 
no  common  interest  with  the  people,  the  gov- 
erned, that  moment  they  will  lose  all  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution,  and  either  dissolve 
themselves  from  a  Government  of  requisitions 
and  burdens,  and  not  of  benefits,  or  they  will 
seek  redress  in  a  change  of  rulers.     Sir,  I  am 
no  prophet ;  yet,  judging  from  the  voice  you 
have  heard  from  the  West,  and  the  responsive 
echoes  from  the  East,  if  you  carry  these  meas- 
ures, in  the  course  of  my  senatorial  term  of  six 
years  you  will  see  these  tables  turned,  and  a 
confident  majority  reduced  to  a  harmless  minor- 
ity here ;  and  in  that  event — ^mark  my  words 
to-day — you  will  hear  a  voice  long  and  loud 
coming  from  that  minority  crying  for  another 
divorce  from  the  evils  of  this  measure.    I  hope 
in  this  I  may  be  mistaken ;  but  such  are  my 
opinions  of  the  evil  consequences  which  must 
result  from  this  measure,  that  I  hazard  the 
opinion. 

But,  sir,  as  the  representative  in  part  of  one 
of  the  Western  States,  I  protest  against  this 
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measure  as  being  of  the  most  noxious  cliaracter 
to  our  interest.  Does  not  every  Western  man 
see  that  its  practical  effect  must  be  to  drain  all 
our  specie  from  us,  through  the  land  offices  and 
post  ofBces,  and  expend  it  here  and  on  the  East- 
ern waters  in  the  creation  of  a  navy,  break- 
waters, light-houses,  fortifications,  &c.  ?  Since 
you  have  abandoned  the  doctrines  of  internal 
improvement,  we  have  no  objects  for  national 
expenditure,  except,  to  be  sure,  the  Cumberland 
road ;  and  the  expenditure  on  that  is  a  drop  in 
the  bucket  when  compared  with  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  from  the  people  of 
the  State.  Again :  I  object  to  this  bill  as  being 
wholly  illusory,  and  presenting  a  false  issue  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  a  question  now,  whether 
the  people  will  have  specie  or  paper  in  their 
common  business  transactions.  This  Govern- 
ment has  no  power  over  the  State  banks ;  they 
are  the  creatures  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States ;  and  whether  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  the  people  of  the  States  will  have  a 
paper  currency  :  and  the  true  question  for  them 
to  decide  is,  whether  they  prefer  a  local  paper 
exclusively,  or  whether  they  would  prefer  a 
national  paper  of  universal  circulation,  con- 
trolling the  State  issues  within  wholesome 
bounds,  and  convertible  into  specie  at  the  will 
of  the  holder. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  conse- 
quences that  must  necessarily  result  from  any 
measure,  at  this  time,  reducing  the  property  of 
this  nation  to  a  metallic  value.  "Would  it  not 
at  once  amount,  in  effect,  to  a  confiscation  of 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  property  in  the  coun- 
try ?  Would  it  not  increase,  as  two  to  one,  the 
debts  of  the  people  ?  And  how,  let  me  ask,  do 
gentlemen  suppose  the  debtors — either  mer- 
chants, banks,  or  people — can  pay  their  debts, 
if  s»peoie  should  be  required?  Property  must 
come  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer ;  and 
the  sacrifice  would  create  ruin,  wide-spread 
ruin.  Sir,  I  would  rather  see  a  foreign  army 
in  your  country,  than  to  see  the  property  of 
every  debtor  brought  to  the  hammer  on  a  specie 
demand.  The  desolation  would  be  far  less.  In- 
nocent and  unoffending  families,  who  are  in 
supposed  affluence  to-day,  would  be  beggars 
to-morrow  ;  thrown  upon  the  cold  charity  of 
an  unfriendly  world.  Sir,  I  cannot  see  it.  I 
would  avert  it  if  I  could.  But,  if  gentlemen 
will  go  on,  let  them  take  the  responsibility. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
nouisr)  told  you  that  the  disease  was  debt,  and 
he  knew  of  no  cure  but  to  pay  it.  This  may 
be  true  ;  but  does  not  that  Senator  know  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  tell  men  to  pay  their  debts,  if 
you  take  from  them  the  ability  and  means  of 
payment?  If  you  render  the  property  with 
which  they  might  pay  valueless,  how  do  you 
expect  them  to  pay  ?  Do  gentlemen  suppose 
that  there  is  specie  enough  in  this  nation  to 
pay  the  one-fourth  of  the  debts,  independently 
of  answering  the  ordinary  medium  of  circula- 
tion ?  If  they  do,  I  can  only  say  that  they 
have  surely  not  examined  the  subject. 


Mr.  Steangb,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and 
said :  . 

Mr.  President :  That  our  country  is  now  in 
a  most  extraordinary  and  interesting  crisis 
seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands ;  and  the 
public  mind  is  greatly  distracted  as  to  the  causes 
of  this  crisis,  its  nature,  and  the  course  it  be- 
hooves Congress  to  pursue  under  it.  In  this 
state  of  things,  every  man  to  whom  a  high 
trust  is  committed  in  relation  to  these  subjects, 
and  especially  each  member  of  this  body,  ought 
openly  and  frankly  to  offer  his  views  and  opin- 
ions concerning  them.  By  public  opinions  all 
the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  must  ulti- 
mately be  tested ;  and,  that  public  opinion  may 
have  fair  play,  and  our  constituents  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  the  fidelity  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  every  measure  so  important  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  the  reasons  which 
have  determined  them  should  accompany  their 
votes.  It  is  this  consideration  that  impels  me 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion ;  for  I  know  full  well  that  I  might 
as  well  address  the  marble  pillars  which  sur- 
round us,  as  this  honorable  body  with  any 
reasonable  hope  of  bringing  conviction  to  a 
single  mind.  But  I  am  solicitous  that  public 
opinion  should  be  sound  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent ;  and  while 
I  bring  my  own  opinions  in  review  before  my 
constituents,  I  shall  make  an  effort,  feeble 
though  it  may  be,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
reasons  on  which  they  are  founded. 

[Mr.  Strange  then  took  a  brief  view  of  the  causes 
and  nature  of  the  present  bank  suspensions ;  and 
continued:] 

I  have  now  adverted  to  the  causes  and  nature 
of  the  present  crisis,  matters  in  themselves  of 
little  consequence,  and  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  time  they  have  consumed,  except  so  far 
as  they  may  assist  us  in  the  determination  of 
the  third  question,  namely,  what  it  behooves 
us  to  do  in  the  present  exigency.  The  evils 
we  have  seen  are  twofold :  first,  to  the  United 
States  Government  as  a  body  politic,  affecting 
its  vital  principle,  the  very  current  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  fiscal  soundness ;  secondly,  to  the  in- 
dividuals, or  some  of  them,  composing  the 
nation,  in  blasting  their  present  pecuniary 
prosperity  and  their  hopes  for  the  future. 
These  it  behooves  us  to  consider  with  a  due 
sense  of  our  responsibilities,  and,  if  in  our 
power,  to  provide  for  them  a  remedy.  And 
here  permit  me  to  remark  that  the  President 
has  been  most  unjustly  accused  of  having 
recommended  nothing  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  of  having  indicated  no  relief  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  Will  no  relief  be  found, 
I  ask,  in  the  emission  of  $10,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  thrown  into  circulation?  If 
the  wants  of  a  sound  circulating  medium  be 
part  of  the  distress,  will  it  not  be  thus  supplied 
to  the  amount  I  have  mentioned  ?  And  will  it 
not  be  farther  beneficial  in  infusing  more  vigor 
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into  the  whole  mass  of  the  circulating  medium, 
in  increasing  the  proportion  of  undepreciated 
currency  to  that  which  is  already  depreciated  ? 
Is  there  no  relief  in  extending  for  four,  six,  and 
nine  months,  the  credits  upon  the  duty  bonds  ? 
Is  there  no  relief  in  giving  to  the  deposit  banks 
additional  time  for  settling  the  balances  they 
owe  ?  Let  not  gentlemen  say,  because  the  re- 
lief does  not  tally  with  their  own  unreasonable 
expectation,  that  therefore  no  relief  at  all  has 
been  extended.  Great  relief  has,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  been  afforded,  and  all  that  I  think 
could  in  reason  have  been  asted.  But  our  first 
inquiry  is,  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  in  refer- 
ence to  the  revenue.  And  it  is  evident  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  make  immediate  provision 
for  the  supply  of  the  exhausted  Treasury,  and 
put  aside  such  claims  as,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  ought  not  to  be  made  upon  it.  This,  so 
far  as  the  action  of  this  House  is  concerned, 
has  already  been  done  in  the  passage  of  the 
bills  for  the  suspension  of  the  fourth  instalment 
to  the  States  under  the  deposit  law,  and  the 
emission  of  the  $10,000,000  in  Treasury  notes, 
as  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  next  to  be  de- 
cided what  course  shall  be  taken  to  avert,  if 
possible,  a  recurrence  of  the  present  catastro- 
phe to  the  revenue.  For  this  three  plans  are 
presented  to  our  consideration :  First,  a  nation- 
al bank ;  secondly,  a  continuance  of  the  present 
deposit  bank  system,  with  some  modifications ; 
and,  lastly,  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of  an 
independent  Treasury. 

I  have  suggested  objections  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind,  to  two  of  the  plans : 
and  the  question  may  be  asked — and  it  is  prop- 
er it  should  be  answered — whether  any  of  them 
apply  to  the  third  and  only  remaining  alterna- 
tive measure?  and  my  response  is,  no.  It  is 
not,  like  the  United  States  Bank,  at  war  with 
any  declaration  of  public  opinion.  To  that 
ordeal  it  is  yet  to  be  submitted,  and  I  am  well 
content  that  it  shall  be  brought  to  so  just  a 
standard,  and  that  it  shall  be  pressed  no  longer 
than  it  is  found  in  accordance  with  it.  It  has 
no  hostility  from  the  Executive  to  encounter ; 
for  it  is  his  own  offspring,  and  he  stands  pledged 
to  give  it  a  fair  chance  for  existence.  It  im- 
plies the  assumption  of  no  powers  not  clearly 
granted  by  the  constitution ;  and  whether  ex- 
pedient or  not,  is  the  only  question  for  which, 
I  trust,  before  I  have  iinished,  I  shall  have  suc- 
ceeded in  making  at  least  a  show  of  probability. 
It  has  never  failed ;  for,  so  far  as  this  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  trial, 
and  we  are  doomed  to  heai-,  in  relation  to  it, 
the  cry  of  experiment  I  experiment !  until  the 
ear  aches  with  the  sound.  Like  every  thing 
human,  it  is  liable  to  mal-administration,  and 
of  course  to  failure ;  but  it  carries  within  itself 
no  principle  of  inevitable  fallibility,  like  the 
banking  system.  Scattered  as  your  treasure 
will  be,  under  it,  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other,  it  will  not  be  likely  to  meet  with 


any  co-extensive  agent  of  destruction;  and, 
although  some  inconsiderable  rill  may  be  dried 
up  here  and  there,  the  great  river  of  your  rev- 
enue will  be  supplied  from  others,  and  flow  oa 
copiously  and  freely.  Times  of  difficulty  will 
not  disappoint  you  in  the  use  of  your  fund  iu 
hand,  for  it  will  be  in  the  solid  metals — the 
most  unchangeable  and  indestructible  of  sub- 
lunary things — -and  therefore  so  fitly  chosen  as 
standards  of  value.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  agents  of  the  Government,  no  party 
combination  can  be  strong  enough,  without  an 
actual  revolution,  to  divert  it  from  the  use  to 
which  the  people,  through  their  constituted 
representatives,  shall  think  proper  to  direct  its 
application,  and  thereby  subject  those  repre- 
sentatives to  other  domination  than  that  of  the 
will  of  their  constituents,  constitutionally  ox- 
pressed.  Neither  can  any  great  diflSculty  be 
interposed  by  those  who  may  be  your  deposi- 
taries, in  the  way  of  delivering  it  up.  There 
will  be  no  middle  man  to  stand  between  the 
actual  custodier  of  the  money  and  responsibili- 
ty ;  there  will  be  no  community  to  back  Mm 
in  contumacious  refusal  to  comply  with  his 
duty ;  no  real  or  fancied  inability  to  meet  your 
demands  can  be  offered  in  extenuation  of  neg- 
lect ;  no  honest  men,  unconsciously  enlisted  by 
interest,  by  gratitude,  by  innumerable  insidious 
ax^peals  to  ardent  natures,  be  induced  to  step 
forward,  and  oppose  their  bodies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  No  party  spirit  can  be  rallied 
in  behalf  of  the  delinquent.  No  shout  of  party 
triumph  will  be  heard  to  animate  his  soul  to 
bold  defiance ;  but  he  will  stand  alone,  a  con- 
spicuous mark  for  that  approbation  which 
fidelity  is  sure  to  win,  or  the  sober  condemna- 
tion which  is  as  certainly  visited  by  enlightened 
public  opinion  upon  a  faithless  or  factious  pub- 
lic servant.  . 

The  plan  is  recommended  to  us  by  its  simplici- 
ty, according  in  this  with  the  whole  genius  of 
our  institutions.  One  main  object  of  our  poli- 
tical forefathers  was  to  deprive  Government  of 
all  that  mysticism  with  which  kingcraft  had 
invested  it.  It  was  intended  that  our  system 
of  Government  should  be  so  simple  that  every 
citizen  (as  all  take  part  in  its  action)  should  bo 
capable  of  comprehending  it;  that  whosoever 
could  read,  or  hear  read,  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion, should  understand  its  meaning,  and  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  fidelity  of  those  to  whom 
its  administration  was  committed.  The  sim- 
plicity of  this  plan,  then,  is  in  beautiful  con- 
formity with  the  rest  of  the  system  of  which 
it  is  intended  to  constitute  a  part. 

But  it  has  the  decision  of  time  in  its  behalf. 
For  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
substantially  the  practice  of  all  Governments, 
except  our  own,  up  to  the  present  day.  To 
various  modifications  it  has  doubtless  been 
subjected,  but,  even  in  England,  wide  space  is 
kept  between  the  exchequer  and  the  bank. 

But  although  the  Government,  whether 
united  or  not  to  the  banks  in  her  fiscal  opera- 
tions, can  do  but  little  legitimately  towards 
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regulating  their  paper  currency,  slie  can,  by 
that  union,  do  much  to  inilame  the  evils,  and, 
by  so  doing,  work  much  injustice.  She  can  by 
that  union  greatly  increase  the  credit  of  those 
institutions,  and  give  a  wider  circulation  to 
their  paper  issues,  and  in  this  way  increase 
what  are  called  mercantile  facilities.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  has  illustrated  this 
matter  by  a  figure  so  strong  and  forcible,  that 
it  could  not  fail,  I  think,  to  have  brought  con- 
viction to  all  who  heard  him.  Yes,  sir,  take 
the  beggar  from  the  street,  and  stipulate  with 
him  that  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  and  his 
notes  will  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  to 
this  Government,  and  Oroasus  himself  was  never 
richer  than  he  would  instantly  become. 

The  Government,  I  have  already  said,  cannot 
continue  her  connection  with  the  banks  with- 
out stimulating  them  into  factitious  credit,  and 
increasing  the  tendency  to  commercial  and 
speculative  enterprise,  which  is  already  great 
enough.  Heaven  knows,  and  subtracting  from 
the  laboring  and  productive  classes,  the  real 
bone  and  sinew,  the  true  human  materiel  of  the 
country.  This  is  too  obvious,  and  the  mischief 
too  great  to  require  elaboration.  But  besides 
this,  extravagance  will  be  the  natural  offspring 
of  the  system.  We  have  already  seen  the 
tendency  of  this  evil  to  increase ;  and  increase 
it  will  under  the  continuance  of  the  system, 
until  republican  simplicity  will  be  annihilated 
among  us.  Extravagance,  and  its  companion, 
idleness,  were  the  overthrow  of  all  the  ancient 
republics ;  ay,  and  of  the  modern  ones,  too  ;  and 
little  San  Marino  shines  forth  a  phenomenon  for 
admiration,  saved  from  the  wreck  which  has 
overtaken  others,  by  her  poverty  and  parsimo- 
nious economy. 

The  union  of  the  Government  with  the 
banks,  is  calculated,  I  have  said,  greatly  to  in- 
fluence the  natural  evils  of  the  banking  system. 
Some  of  them  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but 
one  remains  for  me  to  advert  to,  not  among  the 
least,  if  not  the  very  greatest.  This  is  the  mis- 
chief of  sudden  expansions  and  contractions. 
To  this  mischief  no  one  can  be  insensible,  for 
all  have  in  one  way  or  other  felt  its  force.  It 
has  a  tendency  to  make  us  a  nation  of  gamblers, 
by  the  constant  stimulus  to  that  spirit  which 
finds  a  place  in  almost  every  bosom,  from  the 
savage  to  the  sage,  and  which  it  is  one  of  the 
great  objects  of  a  wholesome  education  to  sub- 
due. But  the  frequent  and  sudden  reverses  to 
which  every  man  is  exposed,  of  being  rendered 
a  nabob  to-day  by  an  expansion,  and  a  beggar 
to-morrow 'by  a  contraction,  must,  in  process 
of  time,  engender  all  that  loose  morality  which 
characterizes  the  professed  worshippers  at  the 
shrine  of  fortune.  Such  is  the  effect  upon 
holders  of  property  ;  and  upon  the  laboring 
man  it  is,  if  possible,  still  more  baneful ;  for 
him  there  is  no  liour  of  prosperity,  but  he  suf- 
fers greatly,  if  not  equally,  both  in  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tide.  In  a  contraction,  money  of 
course  becomes  scarce,  and  the  laborer,  whose 
only  commodity  is  his  labor,  is  compelled  to 


bring  it  daily  into  the  market,  and  take  what- 
ever price  it  may  command ;  while  the  holders 
of  provisions,  less  limited  in  point  of  time  for 
the  conversion  of  their  commodities  into  money, 
hold  them  back,  not  willing  to  submit  to  the 
diminished  prices,  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
laborer  must  starve,  or  buy  at  the  price  de- 
manded. On  the  other  hand,  when  an  expan- 
sion takes  place,  and  money  becomes  plenty, 
labor  is  the  last  thing  to  find  the  level.  The 
continual  necessity  which  the  laborer  is  under 
to  bring  his  commodity  into  the  market,  pre- 
vents any  competition  in  demand,  and  it  is  not 
until  the  general  spring  which  is  given  to  enter- 
prise has  opened  for  it  new  resources,  that  an 
increased  demand  for  labor  makes  an  increase 
in  pi'ice.  In  the  mean  time  the  laborer  must 
purchase  those  commodities  upon  which  specu- 
lation is  most  apt  to  seize — the  necessaries  of 
life.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
remain  connected  with  the  banks  without  con- 
tributing to  this  mischief;  for  when  the  sup- 
plies exceed  much  the  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  must  lie  in  the  banks,  whose 
directors  must  resist  the  strongest,  or,  at  least, 
most  general  passion  of  the  human  heart — cu- 
pidity— if  they  suffer  them  to  remain  unused, 
and  in  using  them,  an  artificial  expansion  of  the 
currency  is  of  course  created.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  Government  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  heavy  drafts  upon  the  deposit 
banks,  a  great  contraction  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. These  are  evils  which  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  prevent,  but  she  should  abstain, 
as  far  as  possible,  from  exciting  them ;  and  this 
she  can  do  only  by  disconnection. 

When  Mr.  Stbange  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadgb,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Jkidat,  September  22. 
Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  cus- 
tody of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said :  Mr.  President,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  this  subject  all  that  reflection 
whi'fch  is  due  to  it,  from  the  high  source  from 
which  it  emanates.  Every  consideration,  both 
personal  and  political,  would  incline  me  to  its 
support,  if  my  judgment  could  be  satisfied  that 
its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  Natives  of  the  same  State  and 
of  the  same  county,  the  President  and  myself 
have  been,  from  my  ^ist  entrance  into  political 
life  down  to  the  present  time,  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy. In  his  political  career  he  has  on  all 
occasions  received  my  cordial  support.  It  has 
been  my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  situations,  at 
certain  trying  periods  of  his  history,  which 
have  enabled  me  to  render  him  "  some  service." 
It  is  with  no  ordinary  sensation,  therefore,  that 
I  find  myself  constrained,  by  higher  considera- 
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tions  than  those  of  political  attachment  or  per- 
sonal friendship,  to  differ  from  him  on  the 
question  now  hefore  us — considerations  of  pub- 
lic duty  which  involve  the  public  weal.  But, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  know,  that  he  neither 
expects  nor  desires  me  to  support  this  or  any 
other  measure  merely  because  it  bears  the 
stamp  of  an  Executive  recommendation.  In 
submitting  this  sub-Treasury  system,  the  Pres- 
ident has  only  obeyed  an  injunction  of  the 
constitution,  which  he  is  sworn  to  support,  and 
which  declares  that  "he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  and  expedient."  This  is  one  of  those 
measures — the  President  has  discharged  his 
duty  in  recommending  it  to  our  consideration, 
and  I  trust  we  shall  discharge  ours  by  giving  to 
it  that  calm  investigation  and  free  discussion 
which  are  so  well  calculated  to  produce  correct 
results,  in  regard  to  measures  that  involve  the 
great  and  vital  interests  of  the  people. 

The  President  himself  anticipated  much  di- 
versity of  sentiment  on  this  subject.  He  anti- 
cipated also  that  Congress  might,  in  its  wis- 
dom, adopt  some  other  system;  and  he  gave 
the  assurance  of  his  co-operation  in  any  other 
plan  which  might  be  "  ultimately  established." 
He  says : 

"  With  these  views,  I  leave  to  Congress  the  meas- 
ures necessary  to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency, 
the  safe-keeping  and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys. 
In  the  performance  of  constitutional  duty,  I  have 
stated  to  them,  ■without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
reflections.  The  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment,  as  we  are  in  interest.  It  deserves  a 
full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  bene- 
fited by  a  dispassionate  comparison  of  opinions. 
Well  aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  conces- 
sion among  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  can  promise  a  reasonable  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion, so  far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  without  the  sur- 
render of  constitutional  objections  which  I  believe 
to  be  well  founded.  Any  system  that  may  be 
adopted,  should  be  subjected  to  the  fullest  legal  pro- 
vision, so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Executive  but 
what  is  necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed on  him  ;  and,  whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately 
established,  my  own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as 
to  give  to  it  a  fair  trial  and  the  best  prospect  of  suc- 
cess." 

I  trust,  then,  that  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration will  view  this  question  as  one  of  expe- 
diency, and  not  suffer  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  themselves  to  become  a  difference  of 
principle  upon  which  tKey  are  to  divide.  If  it 
be  not  so  viewed,  who  will  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  who  will  vouch  for  the  consequences 
of  a  contrary  course  ?  It  is  a  subject  on  which 
men  may  honestly  differ ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son amongst  others,  that  such  difference  should 
be  expressed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with 
the  utmost  freedom.  My  mind  has  long  been 
made  up  against  it ;  and  the  reasoning  of  the 


Message,  whilst  it  has  not  convinced  me  to  the 
contrary,  has  only  served  to  confirm  my  pre- 
vious opinions — ^I  am  therefore  bound  to  say, 
from  a  sense  of  the  most  imperative  duty,  that, 
in  my  judgment,  this  measure  is  fraught  with 
more  mischief  than  any  scheme  which  has  here- 
tofore been  broached  in  reference  to  the  finances 
of  the  Government  and  the  currency  of  the 
country.  In  saying  this  I  certainly  intend  none 
other  than  the  most  profound  respect  for  the 
distinguished  individual  who  has,  in  an  ofiBoial 
form,  brought  it  to  our  notice. 

The  banks  are  now  as  able,  with  the  aid  and 
confidence  of  the  Government,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required  of  them  as  they  were  before. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they  performed 
them  as  well  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
They  are  capable  of  doing  the  same  again  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say 
that,  on  account  of  the  calamity  which  has  he- 
fallen  the  country,  the  experiment  has  failed, 
and  they  ought  not  to  be  employed  a  second 
time.  No,  sir ;  such  a  catastrophe  may  not 
occur  again  in  the  course  of  a  century.  One 
reason  assigned  for  it  now  was  the  existence  of 
an  enormous  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every 
man  is  willing  to  bring  down  our  receipts  to 
the  measure  of  our  wants ;  and  under  that,  as 
a  general  rule,  such  a  catastrophe  might  never 
happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  of 
means  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  Such 
being  the  case,  all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  create 
confidence,  to  restore  confidence,  and  they  will 
be  found  able  to  perform  all  that  is  required  of 
them.  Let  that  confidence  be  extended  to  them 
by  the  Government  in  good  faith,  and  let  them 
be  placed  on  their  former  footing.  Let  the 
Government  pursue  a  system  which  has  been 
tried,  and  which  we  know  will  prove  effectual, 
instead  of  attempting  an  "  untried  expedient," 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  which  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  which,  I  fear,  imagination  can 
scarcely  depict. 

This  new  experiment  consists  in  a  "  divorce 
of  bank  and  State."  This  is  a  mere  catch- 
phrase,  which  was  originally  introduced  by 
artful  and  designing  politicians  to  impose  upon 
the  credulity  and  honesty  of  the  people.  Many 
have  adopted  it  without  reflecting  or  inquu-ing 
as  to  its  import,  or  its  consequences.  First  im- 
pressions are  favorable  to  it;  it  summons  to 
our  recollection  our  early  impressions  of  a  "  di- 
vorce of  church  and  State."  But  it  is  the  duty 
of  wise  statesmen  and  discreet  politicians  to 
consider  well  the  evils  which  must  follow  the 
adoption  of  any  system  heretofore  untried  and 
of  doubtful  policy,  however  euphonious  the 
phrase  may  be  which  designates  its  character 
before  the  people. 

The  proposition  contained  in  these  few  catch- 
words, strikes  at  the  very  foundation  of  the 
credit  system  of  the  country.  It  does  not  stop 
with  the  destruction  of  bank  credit,  but  stran- 
gles, in  its  withering  grasp,  commercial  credit 
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also.  It  establishes  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency for  the  people,  and  au  appreciated  specie 
currency  for  the  incumbents  of  office,  and  for 
Government  contractors.  It  gives  the  baser 
currency  to  the  master,  and  the  "  better  cur- 
rency "  to  the  servant.  In  a  Government  like 
ours,  it  is  impossible  long  to  preserve  our  Insti- 
tutions or  our  liberties,  if  such  distinctions  are 
to  prevail.  It  separates  the  Government  of  the 
people  from  the  people  themselves,  as  if  those 
whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their 
affairs  were  of  a  superior  order,  or  distinct  class 
in  society,  endowed  with  peculiar  privileges 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  community.  It  has  a 
tendency  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people 
from  the  Government.  They  will  come  to  con- 
sider it  not  as  a  Government  identified  with 
their  feelings  and  interests,  but  as  something 
foreign  to  them.  This  is  not  all.  The  Govern- 
ment itself  will  lose  in  a  measure,  the  idea  of 
dependence  on  the  people.  This  want  of  de- 
pendence is  too  much  felt  already.  Put  this 
additional  power  into  its  hands,  and  the  identity 
of  interests  which  exists,  or  ought  to  exist  be- 
tween them,  is  done  away. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Steanqe)  admits  that  the  people  will,  under 
this  system,  have  a  depreciated  currency,  whilst 
the  Government  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  gold 
and  silver,  whatever  they  may  be.  But  he  says 
they  make  that  currency  for  themselves — they 
need  not  take  it  except  at  their  own  option. 
Sir,  it  is  the  common  ordinary  currency  of  the 
country.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enough  for 
the  Government,  for  the  people,  for  us  all ;  but 
now,  by  your  own  act,  you  depreciate  it,  and, 
after  making  it  the  worse  currency,  you  leave 
it  to  the  people,  and  take  the  gold  and  silver  to 
yourselves  1  The  result  is,  that  you  give  to  the 
servants  of  the  country  a  kind  of  money  worth 
more  than  the  people's  currency.  Tou  isolate 
the  Government,  so  that  it  becomes  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  people.  You  reverse  the  relation 
which  has  always  existed  beween  them :  the 
Government  becomes  the  master,  and  the  peo- 
ple become  the  servants.  By  this  means,  the 
salary  of  every  officer  is  raised  several  per  cent., 
according  as  specie  is  more  valuable  than  paper ; 
and  this  difference,  too,  created  by  your  own 
act !  Sir,  it  is  a  distinction  which  will  not  be 
tolerated;  and  those  who  undertake  to  make 
it,  will  find,  in  the  end,  that  they  have  pre- 
sumed too  far  on  the  want  of  intelligence,  and 
on  the  subserviency  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

But  the  project  does  not  stop  here.  It  does 
not  merely  give  to  the  people  a  depreciated 
currency,  but,  by-and-by,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  any  currency  which  will  be  adequate  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  great  and  diversified 
interests  of  this  community.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, the  specie  of  the  country  will  be  drawn 
from  circulation,  and  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  where  it  is  the  basis  of  circulation  and 
of  confidence,  and  deposited  in  these  sub-Treas- 
ury vaults,  till  the  country  is  left  without  a 
Vol.  Xm.— 25 


suiBcient  circulating  medium  to  transact  its 
ordinary  business.  The  farmer,  the  merchant, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  will  be 
unable  to  command  the  means  to  pursue  their 
ordinary  avocations,  no  matter  what  their  prop- 
erty may  be.  They  may  be  rich  in  bouses  and 
lauds,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  in  manufac- 
tures and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and 
implements  of  trade,  nay,  they  may  possess  the 
best  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  every  species 
of  stock  which  has  heretofore  been  deemed 
equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  will  be  un- 
able to  carry  on  their  ordinary  business  for  want 
of  a  circulating  medium  by  which  to  transact  it. 
Credit  is  the  poor  man's  capital,  as  well  as  the 
auxiliary  of  the  rich.  Deprive  him  of  this,  and 
his  habits  of  industry,  his  character  for  probity, 
his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  noth- 
ing. He  has  no  means  by  which  lie  can  rise 
above  the  ordinary  occupation  of  a  day  laborer. 
"With  a  growing  family,  and  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  living,  he  is  doomed  to  abject  poverty, 
without  the  slightest  hope  of  ever  gaining  that 
standing  and  that  condition  in  society  which  a 
"  well-regulated  credit  system  "  always  holds 
out  to  the  enterpising,  the  honest,  the  indus- 
trious portion  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Se*ator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Steanqb)  condemn  our 
whole  banking  system  as  an  utter  absurdity, 
and  which  he  predicted  would  be  looked  upon 
by  those  who  come  after  us  with  as  much  as- 
tonishment as  we  look  upon  the  South  Sea  bub- 
ble. In  this  enlightened  age,  at  this  late  period 
of  our  history,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the  country, 
with  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  and  the 
testimony  of  all  Europe  in  favor  of  it,  I  confess 
my  amazement  at  hearing  such  sentiments  ut- 
tered on  this  floor.  I  have  not  language,  con- 
sistent with  the  high  respect  which  I  entertain 
for  that  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Steange,)  to 
express  my  astonishment ;  and  I,  therefore,  can 
only  say, 

'"Tis  Strange,  'tis  passing  Strange!'" 

The  tendency  of  this  scheme  is  to  bring  the 
country,  virtually,  to  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency. Whatever  gentlemen  may  say  on  this 
subject,  this  wild  and  visionary  theory  is  gain- 
ing ground  with  a  certain  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  propagated  by  reason  of  the  coun- 
tenance which  it  is  supposed  to  receive  from 
men  in  high  places.  Meetings  have  been  held 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  has  been  resolved  on 
as  the  only  true  policy.  All  paper  money  of 
every  description  has  been  repudiated,  as  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  our  Government  and  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions.  In  the  same  resolu- 
tions, men  in  elevated  stations  have  been  ap- 
plauded by  name  for  maintaining  the  same  doc- 
trines. The  proceedings  of  such  meetings  have 
been  responded  to  in  terius  of  approbation, 
thereby  tacitly  acquiescing  in  all  the  principles 
set  forth  in  them,  and  thus  giving  currency  to 
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tliem  with  the  people.  It  is  the  hehef  that 
such  principles  are  recognized  hy  those  to 
whose  approval  they  are  submitted,  that  excites 
the  alarm  and  apprehension  which  pervades  the 
rational  and  thinking  portion  of  the  community. 
It  is  this,  too,  which  gives  countenance  to  the 
idea  that  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  is  intended 
to  bring  about  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 

Gentlemen  are  very  anxious,  apparently,  for 
this  divorce,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it.  I 
would  remind  them,  however,  that  whilst  they 
are  talking  of  a  divorce,  they  are  getting  up  an 
incestuous  union  between  members  of  the  same 
family — a  marriage  which  is  unlawful ;  and 
which  I  would  say  comes  within  the  Levitical 
degrees,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  forbidden. 

This  union  which  is  now  proposed  is  a  most 
unsafe  and  dangerous  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  of  a  captain  of  a  packet  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted,  who  informed  me  that  he 
always  found  it  indispensably  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  his  ship's  stores,  to  have  his  cook  and 
his  steward  of  different  families,  and  if  possible 
of  different  colors,  and  if  he  could  get  up  a  fight 
between  them,  it  was  all  the  better ;  for  if  they 
were  connected  together  in  a  common  bond  of 
interest  or  affection,  the  stores  were  apt  to  be 
wasted.  So  here,  I  think  our  stores,  the  stores 
of  the  ship  of  State,  will  not  be  safe,  if  a  union 
take  place  between  the  Government  and  the 
public  Treasury,  which  ought  to  be  separated 
in  different  sets  of  hands,  and  those,  too,  antag- 
onist hands. 

The  officers  to  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem, so  far  from  being  antagonist  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  officers  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, entirely  dependent  on  it,  and  who  may 
be  removed  by  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from 
their  offices.  There  is  positive  danger  in  the 
scheme.  All  the  deposits  of  the  pubHc  money, 
all  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  other  Execu- 
tive powers,  will  now  be  united  in  the  same 
family,  and  in  the  same  hands.  I  see  no  se- 
curity, but  absolute  insecurity,  absolute  danger, 
in  the  proposed  system.  But  let  us  consider 
the  chances  of  security  which  the  system  offers 
for  the  safety  of  the  pubhc  moneys.  The  Sen- 
ator fi-om  North  Carolina  tells  us  the  public 
funds  will  hardly  fail  to  be  safe,  for  if  the 
officer  should  appropi-iate  them  to  his  own  use, 
he  may  be  Irang  up  by  the  neck  until,  to  use 
the  forcible  repetitions  of  that  gentleman,  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead!  What  security  is  there  here, 
sir,  when  the  money  is  already  gone?  'Will 
the  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of 
security?  Or  does  the  gentleman  really  im- 
agine that  the  penalty  of  death  itself  will  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  defalcation  ?  Does  not 
the  experience  of  all  countries  show  that  the 
severest  penalties  do  not  operate  as  preventives 
of  crime  of  any  kind  ?  We  have  only  to  look 
to  our  own  country  for  illustrations  of  the  in- 
sufficiency and  insecurity  of  the  proposed  sys- 
tem. What,  for  example,  is  thought  to  be  the 
best  system  for  the  collection  of  the  tolls  on  the 
New  York  canals.    It  is  the  system  of  deposit 


with  the  banks.  The  money  is  rapidly  brought 
into  the  banks,  and  the  least  possible  means  are 
left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
mass  of  the  funds  collected  are  therefore  always 
on  deposit  in  the  banks,  which  credit  the  Gov- 
ernment with  the  amount.  It  is  owing  to  this 
system  of  removing  responsibility  for  such  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposing 
it  upon  banks,  that  from  the  very  first  period 
of  the  formation  of  the  canals  down  to  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  State  has  not  lost  one  single 
dollar  of  the  canal  funds,  though  millions  and 
millions  have  been  collected.  If  the  system 
were  proposed  in  the  State  Legislature  to  take 
the  personal  responsibility  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection,  together  with  security, 
such  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  present 
scheme,  it  would  not  be  able  to  command  a  sin- 
gle vote !  How  then  can  it  be  here  maintained 
by  gentlemen  that  such  an  objectionable  plan, 
rejected  altogether  by  prudent  and  experienced 
legislators,  is  the  best  plan,  and  ought  to  bo 
adopted  ?  There  is  a  law  now  on  the  statute 
book  that  certain  disbm-sing  officers  shall  do- 
posit  whatever  public  funds  come  into  their 
hands,  in  the  bank  nearest  to  them  until  re- 
quired to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  the 
necessity  of  such  a  law?  why  does  the  law 
exist,  if  penalties  and  securities  make  the 
money  as  safe  as  when  deposited  in  the  banks. 
Every  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  every 
fact  goes  in  favor  of  the  system  which  it  is  now 
suddenly  proposed  to  cast  aside!  Can  it  ho 
possible  that  gentlemen  wish  to  expose  the 
Treasury  as  it  will  be  exposed  by  this  scheme  ? 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  our  public  officers 
or  those  who  may  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem. But,  I  look  at  human  nature  as  it  is.  I 
look  at  the  temptations  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed. The  confidence  of  individuals  in  their 
own  integrity  may  be  unbounded,  and  they 
will  never  suspect  it  tai  put  to  the  test  of  such 
temptations  as  will  be  presented  under  this  sys- 
tem. I  mean  no  unnecessary  or  Improper  dis- 
paragement when  I  say,  I  have  no  faith  in  the 
safety  of  the  pubhc  money  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage 
of  it.  And  no  opportunity  will  pass  unim- 
proved where  the  temptation  is  sufficiently  pre- 
sented.   There  is  no  safety  in  it. 

"  Ton  may  as  well  spread  out  the  unsunn'd  heaps 
Of  miser's  treasure  by  an  outlaw's  den. 
And  tell  mo  it  is  safe,  as  bid  me  hope 
Danger  lyill  wink  on  opportunity." 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  offer  the  aid  of  his  voice 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  in  favor  of  tlie 
bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  attached, 
ilo  considered  the  amendment  and  the  bill  as 
one  measure,  indissolubly  connected  in  then- 
nature  ;  and  that  the  bill  would  be  of  littlo 
value,  unless  the  amendment  was  made._  There 
might  have  been  some  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  amendment— whether  it 
should  be  done  at  this  session,  or  at  the  next ; 
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and  whether  it  should  be  effected  hy  an  amend- 
atory clause,  or  by  a  separate  bill.  There  might 
have  been  room,  for  difference  of  opinion  on 
these  points  a  few  days  ago ;  but,  since  the 
amendment  is  offered,  and  opposed,  it  must  be 
carried,  or  the  bill  itself  considered  as  lost. 

The  bill  is  to  divorce  the  Government  from 
the  banks,  or  rather  is  to  declare  the  divorce, 
for  the  separation  has  already  taken  place  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  by  the  delinquency  of 
the  banks.  The  bill  is  to  declare  the  divorce ; 
the  amendment  is  to  exclude  their  notes  from 
revenue  payments,  not  all  at  once,  but  grad- 
ually, and  to  be  accomplished  by  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1841.  Until  then  the  notes  of  spe- 
cie-paying banks  may  be  received,  diminishing 
one-fourth  annually ;  and  after  that  day,  all  pay- 
ments to  and  from  the  Federal  Government  are 
to  be  made  in  hard  money.  Until  that  day, 
payments  from  the  United  States  will  be  gov- 
erned by  existing  laws.  The  amendment  does 
not  affect  the  Post  Office  Department  until  Jan- 
uary, 1841 ;  until  then,  the  fiscal  operations  of 
that  department  remain  under  the  present  laws ; 
after  that  day  they  fall  under  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  all  payments  to  and  from  that  de- 
partment will  be  made  in  hard  money.  The 
effect  of  the  whole  amendment  will  be  to  re- 
store the  currency  of  the  constitution  to  the 
Federal  Government — to  re-establish  the  great 
acts  of  1T89  and  of  1800— declaring  that  the 
revenues  should  be  collected  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only ;  those  eai-ly  statutes  which  were  en- 
acted by  the  hard  money  men  who  made  the 
constitution,  who  had  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of 
that  paper  money,  and  intended  to  guard  against 
those  evils  in  future  by  creating,  not  a  paper, 
but  a  hard  money  Government. 

I  am  for  this  restoration.  I  am  for  restoring 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  I  am  for  carrying  back  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  solidity  projected  by  its  found- 
ers. This  is  a  great  object  in  itself — a  reform 
of  the  first  magnitude — a  reformation  with  heal- 
ing on  its  wings,  bringing  safety  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  blessings  to  the  people.  The  currency 
is  a  thing  which  reaches  every  individual  and 
every  institution. 

Great  are  the  evils,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
moral,  which  have  flowed  from  this  departure 
from  our  constitution.  Through  the  Federal 
Government  alone — through  it,  not  by  it — two 
millions  and  a  half  of  money  have  been  lost  in 
the  last  four  months.  Thirty-two  millions  of 
public  money  was  the  amount  in  the  deposit 
banks  when  they  stopped  payment ;  of  this  sum 
twenty-five  millions  have  been  paid  over  to 
Government  creditors,  or  transferred  to  the 
States.  But  how  paid,  and  how  transferred? 
In  what?  In  real  money,  or  its  equivalent? 
Not  at  all !  But  in  the  notes  of  suspended 
banks — in  notes  depreciated,  on  an  average,  ten 
per  cent.  Here  then  were  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions lost.  Who  bore  the  loss?  The  public 
creditors  and  the  States.  Who  gained  it  ?  for 
wliero  there  is  a  loss  to  one,  there  must  be  a 


gain  to  another.  Who  gained  the  two  and  a 
half  millions,  thus  sunk  upon  the  hands  of  the 
creditors  and  the  States  ?  The  banks  were  the 
gainers ;  they  gained  it ;  the  public  creditors 
and  the  States  lost  it ;  and  to  the  creditors  it 
was  a  forced  loss.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they 
consented  to  take  it.  They  had  no  alternative. 
It  was  that  or  nothing.  The  banks  forced  it 
upon  the  Government ;  the  Government  forced 
it  upon  the  creditor.  Consent  was  out  of  the 
question.  Power  ruled,  and  that  power  was  in 
the  banks ;  and  they  gained  the  two  and  a  half 
millions  which  the  States  and  the  public  cred- 
itors lost. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tall- 
MADSE,)  who  had  just  spoken  with  so  much 
ability,  and  who  is  opposed  both  to  this  bill 
and  this  amendment,  has  predicted  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  local  banks  on  account  of 
the  small  amount  of  the  public  money  which 
has  been  lost  in  their  hands ;  but  here  is  two 
and  a  half  millions  in  a  single  operation,  and 
without  going  back  to  the  period  of  bank  stop- 
pages in  1819  and  1814.  He  confines  himself 
to  direct  losses,  but  that  is  a  most  imperfect 
view  of  the  question.  The  full  view  embraces, 
besides  direct  losses,  all  that  are  incidental  to 
the  use  of  depreciated  paper  money ;  increased 
prices — disappointed  operations  by  sea  and  land 
in  time  of  war — and  embarrassed  operations  in 
time  of  peace ;  per  centums  shaved  off  at  every 
step ;  the  ignorant,  the  helpless,  the  necessi- 
tous, imposed  upon ;  and  one  vast  scene  of 
pushing  off  bad  paper  on  each  other  exhibited 
all  over  the  country. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  estimate  the  moneyed 
losses,  direct  or  indirect,  to  the  Government 
alone,  from  the  use  of  local  bank  notes,  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  including  the  war,  and 
covering  three  general  suspensions.  Leaving 
the  people  out  of  view,  as  a  field  of  losses  be- 
yond calculation,  I  confine  myself  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  say,  its  losses  have  been 
enormous,  prodigious,  and  incalculable.  We 
have  had  three  general  stoppages  of  the  local 
banks  in  the  short  space  of  twenty-two  years. 
It  is  at  the  average  rate  of  one  in  seven  years ; 
and  who  is  to  guaranty  us  from  another,  and 
from  the  consequent  losses,  if  we  continue  to 
receive  their  bills  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Another  stoppage  must  come,  and  that,  reason- 
ing from  all  analogies,  in  less  than  seven  years 
after  the  resumption.  Many  must  perish  in  the 
attempt  to  resume,  and  would  do  better  to  wind 
up  at  once,  without  attempting  to  go  on,  with- 
out adequate  means,  and  against  appalling  ob- 
stacles. Another  revulsion  must  come.  Thus 
it  was  after  the  last  resumption.  The  banks 
recommenced  payments  in  1817 — in  two  years, 
the  failures  were  more  disastrous  than  ever. 
Thus  it  was  in  England  after  the  long  suspen- 
sion of  twenty-six  years.  Payments  recom- 
menced in  1823 — in  1825  the  most  desolating 
crash  of  banks  took  place  which  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  kingdom,  although  the  bank  of 
England  had  imported,  in  less  tlian  four  years, 
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twenty  millions  sterling  in  gold,  about  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  to  recommence  upon. 
Its  effects  reached  this  country,  crushed  the 
cotton  houses  in  New  Orleans,  depressed  the 
money  market,  and  injured  all  business.  'Why 
was  this?  "Why  was  it  that,  within  two  years 
after  resumption,  both  in  England  and  in  our 
America,  these  disastrous  revulsions  ensued? 
Loss  of  confidence  was  the  cause ;  and  that  loss 
resulting,  not  from  the  act  of  Government,  but 
from  the  conduct  of  the  banks  themselves.  The 
hanks  had  failed,  and,  therefore,  could  fail.  The 
people  had  seen  them  fail,  and,  therefore,  they 
feared  they  might  do  so  again.  There  was  no 
confidence  in  them ;  no  more  than  the  coach- 
man places  in  the  balking  horse  when  he  comes 
to  the  hill.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
EivEs)  wishes  the  Government  to  do  something 
to  reanimate  confidence  in  these  banks.  Could 
a  law  of  Congress  inspire  confidence  into  his 
coachman,  and  give  him  faith  in  the  balking 
horse  ?  No  more  can  it  be  done  in  relation  to 
these  banks.  They  have  stopped,  universally 
and  simultaneously,  in  a  season  of  profound 
peace  and  general  prosperity — no  war,  no  pes- 
tilence, no  famine — with  four  times  as  much 
specie  in  the  country  as  ever  was  in  it  before ; 
and  this  stoppage  has  killed  confidence.  It  is 
dead  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  and  cannot  be 
legislated  into  existence  again  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Confidence  is  a  plant  of  voluntary  and 
not  of  forced  existence.  It  is  said  by  an  emi- 
nent man  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  We 
all  know  it  to  be  so ;  and  we  know,  besides, 
that  when  this  plant  is  once  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  it  rarely  takes  root  again  in  the  same 
place. 

The  Senators  from  New  York  and  Virginia 
(Messrs.  Tallmadge  and  ErvEs)  push  this  point 
of  confidence  a  little  further ;  they  address  a 
question  to  me,  and  ask  if  I  would  lose  confi- 
dence in  all  steamboats,  and  have  them  all  dis- 
carded, if  one  or  two  blew  up  in  the  Missis- 
sippi ?  I  answer  the  question  in  all  frankness, 
and  say,  that  I  should  not.  But  if,  instead  of 
one  or  two  in  the  Mississippi,  all  the  steam- 
boats in  the  Union  should  blow  up  at  once— in 
every  creek,  river,  and  bay — while  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  sleeping  in  confidence,  and  the 
pilots  crying  out  all  is  well ;  if  the  whole  should 
blow  up  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other  just  as  fast  as  they  could  hear  each  other's 
explosions ;  then,  indeed,  I  should  lose  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  never  again  trust  wife,  or 
child,  or  my  own  foot,  or  any  thing  not  intended 
for  destruction,  on  board  such  sympathetic  and 
contagious  engines  of  death.  I  answer  further, 
and  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  if  only  one  or  two 
banks  had  stopped  last  May  in  New  York,  I 
should  not  have  lost  all  confidence  in  the  re- 
maining nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  but 
when  the  whole  thousand  stopped  at  once; 
tumbled  down  together— fell  in  a  lump— he 
there— and  when  one  of  their  number,  by  a 
sign  with  the  little  finger,  can  make  the  whole 
lie  still,  then,  indeed,  confidence  is  gone !    And 


this  is  the  case  with  the  banks.  They  have  not 
only  stopped  altogether,  but  in  a  season  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  eighty  millions  of  specie  in 
the  country,  and  just  after  the  annual  examina- 
tions by  commissioners  and  legislative  commit- 
tees, and  when  all  was  reported  well.  "With 
eighty  millions  in  the  country,  they  stop  even 
for  change !  It  did  not  take  a  national  calamity 
■ — a  war  to  stop  them !  They  fell  in  time  of 
peace  and  prosperity  !  "We  read  of  people  in 
the  "West  Indies,  and  in  South  America,  who 
rebuild  their  cities  on  the  same  spot  where 
earthquakes  had  overthrown  them ;  we  are  as- 
tonished at  their  fatuity ;  we  wonder  that  they 
will  build  again  on  the  same  perilous  founda- 
tions. But  these  people  have  a  reason  for  their 
conduct ;  it  is,  that  their  cities  are  only  de- 
stroyed by  earthquakes ;  it  takes  an  earthquake 
to  destory  them ;  and  when  there  is  no  earth- 
quake, they  are  safe.  But  suppose  their  cities 
fell  down  without  any  commotion  in  the  earth, 
or  the  air — fell  in  a  season  of  perfect  calm  and 
serenity — and  after  that  the  survivors  should 
go  to  building  again  in  the  same  place ;  would 
not  aU  the  world  say  that  they  were  demented, 
and  were  doomed  to  destruction  ?  So  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  these 
banks.  If  it  continues  to  use  them,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  notes  for  revenue,  after  what  has 
happened,  and  in  the  face  of  what  now  exists, 
it  argues  fatuity  and  a  doom  to  destruction. 

Resume  when  they  will,  or  when  they  shall, 
and  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  worse  for  them- 
selves, the  epoch  of  resumption  is  to  be  a  peril- 
ous crisis  to  many.  This  stopping  and  resuming 
by  banks  is  the  realization  of  the  poetical  de- 
scription of  the  descent  into  hell,  and  the  return 
from  it.  Facilis  descensus  Aeemi — sed  rew- 
care  gradwm — hoc  optis,  hie  labor  est.  Easy  is 
the  descent  into  the  regions  below,  but  to  re- 
turn !  this  is  work,  this  is  labor  indeed !  Our 
banks  have  made  the  descent ;  they  have  gone 
down  with  ease ;  but  to  return — ^to  ascend  the 
rugged  steps,  and  behold  again  the  light  above 
—how  mjny  will  falter  and  fall  back  again  into 
the  gloomy  regions  below ! 

The  day  of  resumption  will  be  a  day  of  peril, 
and  of  death,  to  many.  It  is  a  penalty  which 
their  extraordinary  stoppage  has  imposed. 
Many  must  fail  in  the  trial ;  probably  a  new 
panic  and  pressure  take  place ;  and  those  who 
must  attribute  every  calamity  to  the  misrule, 
the  ignorance,  and  the  misgovernment  of  the 
republican  party,  had  as  well  be  preparing  their 
accusations  in  advance;  for  the  contingency 
will  come,  and  a  cause  for  it  must  be  found  in 
the  misconduct  of  the  Government.  _  Let  them 
prophetize  in  advance,  and  show  their  capacity 
for  political  divination  by  vaticinating  before- 
hand, and  exhibiting  now  a  political  cause  tor 
an  event  to  arise  hereafter  out  of  the  natural 
progress  of  banking.  , 

Banks  of  circulation  are  banks  of  hazard  ana 
of  failure.  It  is  an  incident  of  their  nature. 
Those  without  circulation  rarely  fail.  That  oi 
Venice  has  stood  seven  hundred  years ;  those 
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of  Hamburg,  Amsterdam,  and  others,  have  stood 
for  centm-ies.  The  Bank  of  England,  the  great 
mother  of  banks  of  circulation,  besides  an  actual 
stoppage  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  has  had  her 
crisis  and  convulsion  in  average  periods  of  seven 
or  eight  years,  for  the  last  half  century — in  1783, 
'93,  '97,  1814,  '19,  '25,  '36— and  has  only  been 
saved  from  repeated  failure  by  the  powerful 
support  of  the  British  Government,  and  profuse 
supplies  of  exchequer  bills.  Her  numerous  prog- 
eny of  private  and  joint  stock  banks  of  circu- 
lation have  had  the  same  convulsions ;  and,  not 
being  supported  by  the  Government,  have  sunk 
by  hundreds  at  a  time.  All  the  banks  of  the 
United  States  are  banks  of  circulation ;  they 
are  all  subject  to  the  inherent  dangers  of  that 
class  of  banks,  and  are,  besides,  subject  to  new 
dangers  peculiar  to  themselves.  From  the 
quantity  of  their  stock  held  by  foreigners,  the 
quantity  of  other  stocks  in  their  hands,  and  the 
current  foreign  balance  against  the  United 
States,  our  paper  system  has  become  an  append- 
age to  that  of  England.  As  such,  it  suffers 
from  sympathy  when  the  English  system  suf- 
fers. In  addition  to  this,  a  new  doctrine  is 
now  broached — that  our  first  duty  is  to  foreign- 
ers !  and,  upon  this  principle,  when  the  banks 
of  the  two  countries  are  in  peril,  ours  are  to  be 
sacrificed  to  save  those  of  England ! 

The  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  whole 
presents  a  new  feature  of  danger  in  our  system. 
It  consolidates  the  banks  of  the  whole  Union 
into  one  mass,  and  subjects  them  to  one  fate, 
and  that  fate  to  be  decided  by  a  few,  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  rest.  An  unknown 
divan  of  bankers  sends  forth  an  edict  which 
sweeps  over  the  empire,  crosses  the  lines  of 
States  with  the  facility  of  a  Turkish  firman, 
prostrating  all  State  institutions,  breaking  up 
all  engagements,  and  levelling  all  law  before  it. 
This  is  consolidation  of  a  kind  which  the  genius 
of  Patrick  Henry  had  not  even  conceived.  But 
while  this  firman  is  thus  potent  and  irresistible 
for  prostration,  it  is  impotent  and  powerless  for 
resurrection.  It  goes  out  in  vain,  bidding  the 
prostrate  banks  to  rise.  A  veto  power  inter- 
venes. One  voice  is  sufiicient  to  keep  all  down ; 
and  thus  we  have  seen  one  word  from  Philadel- 
phia annihilate  the  New  York  proposition  for 
resumption,  and  condemn  the  many  solvent 
banks  to  the  continuation  of  a  condition  as 
mortifying  to  their  feelings  as  it  is  injurious  to 
their  future  interests. 

But  what  excuse,  what  apology,  what  justifi- 
cation have  we  for  surrendering,  abandoning, 
and  losing  the  precise  advantage  for  which  the 
present  constitution  was  formed?  What  was 
that  advantage — what  the  leading  and  govern- 
ing object  which  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
old  confederation,  and  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  present  form  of  Government?  It  was  rev- 
enue !  independent  revenue  1  a  revenue  under 
the  absolute  control  of  this  Government,  and 
free  from  the  action  of  the  States.  This  was 
the  motive,  the  leading  and  governing  motive, 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Government. 


The  reason  was,  that  the  old  confederation, 
being  dependent  upon  the  States,  was  often  left 
without  money.  This  state  of  being  was  in- 
compatible with  its  existence ;  it  deprived  it 
of  all  power ;  its  imbecility  was  a  proverb.  _  To 
extricate  it  from  that  condition  was  the  design, 
and  the  cardinal  design  of  the  new  constitution. 
An  independent  revenue  was  given  to  it — inde- 
pendent even  of  the  States.  Is  it  not  suicidal 
to  surrender  that  independence,  and  to  surren- 
der it,  not  to  States,  but  to  money  corporations? 
What  does  history  record  of  the  penury  and 
moneyed  destitution  of  the  old  confederation, 
comparable  to  the  annihilation  of  the  revenues 
of  this  Government  in  May  last,  when  the  banks 
shut  down,  in  one  night,  upon  a  revenue  in  hand 
of  thirty-two  millions ;  even  upon  that  which 
was  in  the  names  of  disbursing  ofiioers,  and 
refuse  a  nine-pence  or  a  picaillon  in  money 
from  that  day  to  thig  ?  What  is  there  in  the 
history  of  the  old  confederation  comparable  to 
this  ?  The  old  confederation  was  often  reduced 
low — often  near  empty  handed — but  never  saw 
itself  stripped  in  an  instant,  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment, of  tens  of  millions,  and  heard  the  shout 
of  triumph  thundered  over  its  head,  and  the 
notes  of  exultation  sung  over  its  supposed  de- 
struction !  Yet,  this  is  what  we  have  seen — 
what  we  now  see — ^from  having  surrendered  to 
corporations  our  moneyed  independence,  and 
unwisely  abandoned  the  precise  advantage 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  do  not  go  into  the  moral  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  too  obvious,  too  impressive,  too 
grave,  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one. 
Demoralization  follows  in  the  train  of  an  un- 
convertible paper  money.  The  whole  com- 
munity becomes  exposed  to  a  moral  pestilence. 
Every  individual  becomes  the  victim  of  some 
imposition,  and,  in  self-defence,  imposes  upon 
some  one  else.  The  weak,  the  ignorant,  the 
uninformed,  the  necessitous,  are  the  sufferers ; 
the  crafty  and  the  opulent  are  the  gainers. 
The  evil  augments  until  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  revolting  at  the  frightful  accumu- 
lation of  fraud  and  misery,  applies  the  radical 
remedy  of  total  reform. 

Thus,  pecuniary,  political,  and  moral  consid- 
erations require  the  Government  to  retrace  its 
steps,  to  return  to  first  principles,  and  to  restore 
its  fiscal  action  to  the  safe  and  solid  path  of  the 
constitution.  Reform  is  demanded.  It  is  called 
for  by  every  public  and  by  every  private  con- 
sideration. Now  is  the  time  to  make  it.  The 
connection  between  bank  and  State  is  actually 
dissolved.  It  is  dissolved  by  operation  of  law, 
and  by  the  delinquency  of  these  institutions. 
They  have  forfeited  the  right  to  the  deposits, 
and  lost  the  privilege  of  paying  the  revenue  in 
their  notes,  by  ceasing  to  pay  specie.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  going  on  without  them,  and  all 
that  is  wanting  is  the  appropriate  legislation  to 
perpetuate  the  divorce  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
has  already  taken  place.  Now  is  the  time  to 
act ;  this  the  moment  to  restore  the  constitu- 
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tional  currency  to  the  Federal  Government ;  to 
restore  the  custody  of  the  puhlio  moneys  to 
national  keepers ;  and  to  avoid,  in  time  to  come, 
the  Calamitous  revulsions  and  perilous  catas- 
trophes of  1814,  1819,  and  1837. 

And  what  is  the  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  so  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
safety  of  the  republic,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  us  by 
the  Chief  Magistrate  ?  "What  is  the  obstacle — 
what  the  power  tliat  countervails  the  Execu- 
tive recommendation,  paralyzes  the  action  of 
Congress,  and  stays  the  march  of  reform  ?  The 
banks — the  banks — the  banks,  are  this  obstacle, 
and  this  power.  They  set  up  the  pretension  to 
force  their  paper  into  the  Federal  Treasury,  and 
to  force  themselves  to  be  constituted  that  Treas- 
ury. Though  now  bankrupt,  their  paper  dis- 
honored, their  doors  closed  against  creditors, 
every  public  and  every  private  obligation  vio- 
lated, still  they  arrogate  a  supremacy  over  this 
Federal  Government ;  they  demand  the  guard- 
ianship of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  privilege 
of  furnishing  a  Federal  currency ;  and,  though 
too  weak  to  pay  their  debts,  they  are  strong 
enough  to  throttle  this  Government,  and  to 
hold,  in  doubtful  suspense,  the  issue  of  their 
vast  pretensions. 

And  what  new  power  is  this,  so  formidable 
and  so  daring,  and  the  name  of  which  is  not 
seen  in  our  constitution  ? 

Whence  its  origin,  its  progress,  and  its  pres- 
ent pretensions  ?  Sir,  its  origin  is  humble ;  its 
first  progress  slow ;  its  vast  pretensions  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  year  1780,  the  first  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  confedera- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a  bank ;  ten  years 
afterwards  there  were  but  three  in  the  country ; 
in  twenty  years  more,  there  were  only  a  few 
dozen ;  now  nearly  a  thousand,  and  constantly 
multiplying.  The  first  petition  was  bottomed 
solely  upon  patriotism,  without  the  least  design 
of  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  projectors,  and 
intended  wholly  to  aid  in  furnishing  supplies  to 
a  detachment  of  the  revolutionary  army.  I 
will  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  petition,  that  the  Senate  may 
see  the  progress  which  banks  have  made  since 
that  day,  and  the  change  wliich  has  since  taken 
place  in  their  character  and  views. 

CoNGKESS  OF  THE  CoNFEDEEATioN,  June  22,  1780. 
Jieport  of  a  committee. 
"  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  have  communicated  to  Congress  a 
liberal  offer,  on  their  own  credit,  and  by  their  own 
exertions,  to  supply  and  transport  three  millions  of 
rations,  and  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  rum,  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  and  have  established  a  bank  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  obtaining  and  transporting  the  said 
supplies  with  the  greater  facility  and  despatch  ;  and 
whereas,  on  the  one  hand,  the  associators,  animated 
to  this  laudable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
public  necessities,  mean  not  to  derive  from  it  the 
least  pecuniary  advantage,  so,  on  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  that  they  shoiild  bo  fully  reimbursed 
and  indemnified  :    Therefore,  resolved,  That  Congress 


entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  liberal  offer  of  the  said 
associators  to  raise  and  transport  the  before-men- 
tioned supplies  for  the  army,  and  do  accept  the  same 
as  a  distinguished  proof  of  their  patriotism.  Se. 
solved,  further.  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  pledged  to  the  subscrihers 
to  the  said  bank,  for  their  effectual  reimbursement  in 
the  premises." 

Such  is  the  recent  and  humble  origin  of 
banking  in  this  country.     How  gigantic  has 
been  its  progress  since  that  day !    It  is  now  the 
predominating  power  in  our  America.    Great 
as  it  now  is,  what  must  it  be  in  a  few  years 
more,  if  it  continues  growing  and  expanding  at 
the  same  irate?     What  must  it  be  in  a  few 
years,  if  it  succeeds  now  in  this  contest  with 
the  Federal  Government,  and  imposes  its  paper 
currency  upon  the  Federal  Treasury,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys? 
The  administration  is  accused  of  making  war 
upon  the  local  banks.    Was  it  war  to  give  them 
forty  millions  of  money  to  keep  ?     Was  it  war 
to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  revenue  ? 
Is  it  war  now  to  give  them  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  balances?     Is  it  war  upon  them  to 
ask  to  be  separated  from  them?     Is  divorce 
war  ?    Is  it  war  to  decline  receiving  their  paper 
promises  instead  of  the  gold  and  silver  of  the 
constitution,  and  to  decline  the  further  deposits 
of  public  money  with  them?    Is  it  war?    No, 
sir,  it  is  peace,  and  the  means  of  preserving 
peace.     It  is  concord  and  amity  that  this  Gov- 
ernment wants,  and  is  taking  the  safest  way  to 
secure,  by  declining  to  have  any  more  causes 
of  collision  with  them.    It  is  the  local  banks, 
and  especially  the  miscalled  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  pursuing  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, refusing  to  let  her  alone,  offering  their 
notes  for  cm-renoy,  and  their  vaults  for  depos- 
itories, and  laboring  to  force  these  favors  upon 
us.     This  is  the  state  of  the  contest.    The  local 
banks  are  the  actors,  the  pursuers,  the  assail- 
ants ;  the  Federal  Government  is  on  the  defence. 
All  she  asks  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  future 
causes  of  collision  with  them.    They  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  separation.    They  have 
incurred  the  penalties.     The  very  act  which 
created  them  depositories,  and  made  their  notes 
receivable,  denounced  the  loss  of  both  in  the 
event  of  failing  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  specie. 
That  act  is  but  little  more  than  one  year  old; 
it  was  not  a  year  old  when  the  condition  was 
violated,  and  which  remains  yet  violated.    Sep- 
aration has  resulted  from  their  own  conduct; 
separation  now  exists ;  cause  for  separation  still 
continues ;  the  Government  says,  let  it  be  i>ei'- 
petual;  the  banks  say  no!     Eeceive  us  again; 
receive  us  before  we  reform,  before  we  repent, 
before  we  make  amends ;  and  if  you  do  not,  it 
is  war  upon  us.    This  is  the  state  of  the  contest 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.    It  is 
attack,  or  at  all  events,  forcible  embrace  and 
conjunction  on  their  part;  it  is  defence  and 
refusal  on  ours. 

The  President,  in  his  Message,  recommends 
four  things :  first,  to  discontinue  the  reception 
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of  local  bank  paper  in  payment  of  federal  dues ; 
secondly,  to  discontinue  the  same  banks  as  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys ;  thirdly,  to 
make  the  future  collection  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  moneys  in  gold  and  silver ;  fourthly, 
to  take  the  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  into 
the  hands  of  our  own  officers. 

"What  is  there  in  this  but  a  return  to  the 
words  and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  and  a 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  Government 
in  the  first  years  of  President  Washington's  ad- 
ministration ?  When  this  Federal  Government 
was  first  formed,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  local  banks,  except 
three  north  of  the  Potomac.  By  the  act 
of  1789,  the  revenues  were  directed  to  be  col- 
lected in  "  gold  and  silver  coin  only ;  "  and  it 
was  usually  drawn  out  of  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors by  drafts  drawn  upon  them,  payable 
at  sight.  It  was  a  most  eifectual  way  of 
drawing  money  out  of  their  hands ;  far  more 
so  than  an  order  to  deposit  in  banks ;  for  the 
drafts  must  be  paid,  or  protested,  at  sight,  while 
the  order  to  deposit  may  be  eluded  under  va- 
rious pretexts. 

The  right,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  keep  its  own  moneys  in  its  own  hands, 
results  from  first  principles,  and  from  the  great 
law  of  self-preservation.  Every  thing  else  that 
belongs  to  her,  she  keeps  herself;  and  why  not 
keep  that  also,  without  which  every  thing  else 
is  nothing  Arms  and  ships — provisions,  muni- 
tions, and  supplies  of  every  kind — are  kept  in 
the  hands  of  Government  ofBcers ;  money  is  the 
sinew  of  war,  and  why  leave  this  sinew  exposed 
to  be  cut  by  any  careless  or  faithless  hand? 
Money  is  the  support  and  existence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  breath  of  Its  nostrils,  and  why 
leave  this  support,  this  breath,  to  the  custody 
of  those  over  whom  we  have  no  control  ?  How 
absurd  to  place  our  ships,  our  arms,  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  supplies  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  could  refuse  to  deliver  them  when  re- 
quested, and  put  the  Government  to  a  suit  at 
law  to  recover  their  possession?  Everybody 
sees  the  absurdity  of  this ;  but  to  place  our 
money  in  the  same  condition,  and  moreover  to 
subject  it  to  the  vicissitudes  of  trade,  and  the 
perils  of  banking,  is  still  more  absurd ;  for  it  is 
the  life  blood,  without  which  the  Government 
cannot  live — the  oil,  without  which  no  part  of 
its  machinery  can  move. 

England,  with  all  her  banks,  trusts  none  of 
them  with  the  collection,  keeping,  and  disburse- 
ment of  her  public  moneys.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  paid  a  specific  sum  to  manage  the  public 
debt;  but  the  revenue  is  collected  and  disbursed 
through  subordinate  collectors  and  receivers 
general;  and  these  receivers  general  are  not 
subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  suffer  its  revenue  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  by  any  law  except  its  own  will.  In 
France,  subordinate  collectors  and  receivers 
general  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys.  If  they  deposit  any  thing  in  banks,  it 
is  at  their  own  risk.    It  is  the  same  thing  in 


England.  A  bank  deposit  by  an  oflacer  is  at 
the  risk  of  himself  and  his  securities.  Too 
much  of  the  perils  and  vicissitudes  of  banking 
is  known  in  these  countries  to  permit  the  Gov- 
ernment ever  to  jeopard  its  revenues  in  their 
keeping.  All  this  is  shown,  fully  and  at  large, 
in  a  public  document  now  on  our  tables.  And 
who  does  not  recognize  in  these  collectors  and 
receivers  general  of  France  and  England  the 
ancient  Koman  offices  of  quaestors  and  pro- 
qua3Stors  ?  These  fiscal  officers  of  France  and 
England  are  derivations  from  the  Koman  insti- 
tutions ;  and  the  same  are  found  in  all  the  mod- 
ern kingdoms  of  Europe  which  were  formerly, 
like  France  and  Britain,  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  measure  before  the  Senate  is  to 
enable  us  to  provide  for  our  future  safety,  by 
complying  with  our  own  constitution,  and  con- 
forming to  the  practice  of  all  nations,  great  or 
small,  ancient  or  modern. 

Coming  nearer  home,  and  looking  into  our 
own  early  history,  what  were  the  "  continental 
treasurers  "  of  the  confederation,  and  the  "  pro- 
vincial treasurers  and  collectors,"  provided  for 
as  early  as  July,  1775,  but  an  imitation  of  the 
French  and  English  systems,  and  very  near  the 
plan  which  we  "propose  now  to  re-establish? 
These  continental  treasurers,  and  there  were 
two  of  them  at  first,  though  afterwards  re- 
duced to  one,  were  the  receivers  general ;  the 
provincial  treasurers  and  collectors  were  their 
subordinates.  By  these  officers  the  public 
moneys  were  collected,  kept,  and  disbursed; 
for  there  were  no  banks  then !  and  all  Govern- 
ment drafts  were  drawn  directly  upon  these 
officers.  This  simple  plan  worked  well  during 
the  Revolution,  and  afterwards,  until  the  new 
Government  was  formed;  and  continued  to 
work,  with  a  mere  change  of  names  and  forms, 
during  the  first  years  of  Washington's  admin- 
istration, and  until  General  Hamilton's  bank 
machinery  got  into  play.  This  biU  only  pro- 
poses to  re-establish,  in  substance,  the  system 
of  the  Revolution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  of  the  first  years  of  Washing- 
ton's administration. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  (Mr.  Weight  of  New 
York)  presents  the  details  of  the  plan  for  ac- 
complishing this  great  result.  That  bill  has 
been  printed  and  read.  Its  simplicity,  economy, 
and  efficiency  strike  the  sense  of  all  who  hear 
it,  and  annihilate  without  argument,  the  most 
formidable  arguments  of  expense  and  patronage, 
which  had  been  conceived  against  it.  The 
present  officers,  the  present  mints,  and  one  or 
two  more  mints  in  the  South,  in  the  West,  and 
in  the  North,  complete  the  plan.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  to  carry  masses  of  hard  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  another. 
Government  drafts  will  make  the  transfer  with- 
out moving  a  dollar.  A'  Government  draft 
upon  a  national  mint,  will  be  the  highest  order 
of  bills  of  exchange.  Money  wanted  by  the 
Government  in  one  place,  will  be  exchanged, 
through  merchants,  for  money  in  another  place. 
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Thus  it  has  been  for  thousands  of  years,  and 
will  forever  he.  We  read  in  Cicero's  letters 
that,  when  he  was  Governor  of  Oilieia,  in  Asia 
Minor,  he  directed  Iiis  qucmtor  to  deposit  the 
tribute  of  the  province  in  Antiooh,  and  ex- 
change it  for  money  in  Kome  with  merchants 
engaged  in  the  Oriental  trade,  of  which  Antioch 
was  one  of  the  emporiums.  This  is  the  natural 
course  of  things,  and  is  too  abviaus  to  require 
explanation,  or  to  admit  of  comment. 

Objections  are  taken  to  the  capacity  of  the 
country  to  furnish  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  necessary  to  pay  the  revenues  of  the 
Government  in  coin.  It  is  supposed  there  is 
not  hard  money  enough  for  that  purpose  ?  This 
objection  induces  two  inquiries.  Pirst,  how 
much  specie  will  be  required  for  that  purpose  ? 
Secondly,  what  is  the  present  amount  in  the 
country,  and  what  the  prospect  of  increase? 
In  reply  to  the  first  of  these  inquiries,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage, supposes  ten  millions  will  be  enough ;  and 
the  Secretary  8f  the  Treasury,  in  his  report 
upon  the  finances,  supposes  that  eight  or  ten 
millions  will  do.  Having  paid  some  attention 
to  this  point,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  one-fourth  part  of  tile  amount  of  the 
annual  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole ;  and  this  opinion  is  formed  upon  an 
observation  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  regular  state 
of  the  finances,  when  no  more  revenue  is  raised 
than  the  Government  needs,  about  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  is  always  on  hand,  of  course  that 
not  more  than  one-fourth  is  taken  out  of  circu- 
lation. Upon  this  data,  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions  would  require  but  five  millions  to  pay 
it ;  and  a  revenue  of  twenty-five  millions  would 
require  but  six  and  a  quarter  millions  to  meet 
it.  A  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  is  the  policy  of  the  administration; 
no  more  surpluses  is  the  language  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  About  twenty-five  millions  may, 
therefore,  be  the  maximum ;  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum,  it  is  shown,  will  not  employ  above 
six  or  seven  millions.  Now,  what  is  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  furnish  this  amount  ? 
How  much  specie  have  we,  and  what  is  the 
prospect  for  more  ?  It  is  well  remembered  that 
eighty  millions  was  the  computed  supply  at  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year ;  to  that  amount  we 
have  to  add  the  increase  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  being  about  five  millions ;  namely,  an 
excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  above  four 
millions,  and  the  coinage  of  near  a  million  of 
gold.  The  future  prospect  is  most  encouraging. 
The  export  of  specie  is  over ;  it  is  a  drug  in 
London ;  it  can  be  borrowed  there  at  2f  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  three  per  cent,  is  a  com- 
mon interest.  What  has  been  forced  out  is 
ready  to  flow  back.  A  large  import  must  be 
expected ;  and  if  this  bill  passes  to  increase  the 
demand  for  it  at  home,  and  if  the  suspending 
banks  are  made  to  resume  payment,  not  less 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars  may 
he  expected  within  the  ensuing  year.  This, 
then,  is  our  condition ;  upwards  of  eighty  mil- 


lions now  in  the  country,  and  the  means  in  our 
power  to  increase  it  largely.  Now,  cannot  a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  millions,  which  will 
never  require  a  greater  amount  than  six  or 
seven  millions  to  be  taken  out  of  circulation  at 
any  one  time ;  cannot  such  a  revenue  be  met 
from  these  resources  ?  I  say  it  can  ;  and  I  say 
this  upon  data,  and  will  exhibit  that  data  to  the 
Senate,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  correctness 
of  my  opinion.  Pirst,  I  take  the  evidence  fur- 
nished by  the  history  of  our  own  country.  The 
first  revenue  act  of  1789  prescribed  "  gold  and 
silver  coin  only  "  for  the  payment  of  the  Fed- 
eral revenue ;  the  revenue  was  then  about  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  the  Union  was  estimated  at 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Here  then  was  a  rev- 
enue, nearly  half  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country,  ordered  to  be  collected  in  specie.  I 
speak  of  the  law  which  ordered  it  to  be  so  col- 
lected, and  to  which  there  was  no  objection,  on 
account  of  the  inadequacy  of  specie,  either  in 
Congress  or  out  of  Congress.  The  revenue  was 
paid  without  complaint,  and  without  difiiculty, 
and,  in  all  probability,  did  not  abstract,  at  one 
time,  a  million  of  dollars  from  circulation. 
General  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, permitted  notes  of  banks  to  be  received. 
Certainly  he  did,  and,  just  as  certainly,  for  no 
reason  founded  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  specie 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. His  reasons,  as  seen  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  were  altogether  of  a  different  class ; 
they  were  to  enable  the  hanks  to  increase  their 
paper  circulation ;  to  increase  paper  money ; 
and  to  diffuse  it  generally  over  the  Union. 
There  were  then  but  three  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  those  three  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac ;  they  issued  no  small  notes ;  their  aggre- 
gate circulation  was  inconsiderable ;  and  it  was 
the  plan  of  General  Hamilton  to  increase  their 
number,  and  diffuse  their  paper.  This  was  his 
reason  for  admitting  bank  paper  to  be  received ; 
and  to  do  so,  he  had  to  nullify,  by  construction, 
the  clear  enactment  of  positive  law. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  I  furnish  is  drawn 
from  the  history  of  England,  in  the  reign  of 
William  III.,  immediately  preceding  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  the  paper  sysem,  and  the  funding 
system,  into  that  kingdom.  The  taxes  were 
then  four  millions,  and  the  specie  of  the  king- 
dom sixteen  millions.  These  taxes  were  paid 
without  difficulty  ;  for  they  probably  did  not 
abstract  one  million  sterling  from  circulation. 
The  last  data  I  shall  produce  is  from  the  history 
of  Prance,  during  the  first  administration  of 
Neckar,  which  about  covered  the  period  of  our 
Revolution.  I  speak  of  the  first  administration 
of  Neckar,  and  when  the  finances  of  France 
were  in  a  regular  state,  and  not  of  his  subse- 
quent administration,  when  the  extravagances 
of  the  day  and  the  subservience  of  the  ministers 
Oalonne  and  Brienne  had  involved  those  finances 
in  a  ruin  from  which  the  talents  of  Neckar 
could  not  extricate  them.    What  was  the  rev- 
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enue  and  the  specie  circulation  of  France  at 
that  time  ?  I  say  specie  circulation ;  for  the 
Mississippi  scheme  of  John  Law  had  cured  the 
nation  of  paper  money,  until  the  assignats  of 
the  Revolution  came  upon  the  stage,  and  lived 
their  brief  day.  What  was  the  revenue,  and 
the  specie  circulation  out  of  which  it  was  paid, 
in  the  prosperous  period  of  the  French  finances 
to  which  I  have  alluded  ?  Twenty-two  mil- 
lions sterling  of  revenue ;  about  110,000,000  of 
dollars ;  and  ninety  millions  sterling  of  circula- 
tion; about  450,000,000  of  dollars.  This  vast 
revenue,  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole  cir- 
culation, was  regularly  paid ;  and  this  estab- 
lishes the  only  point  for  which  I  refer  to  it. 
Now,  to  apply  this  historical  experience  to  our 
own  country,  and  to  the  present  times.  Our 
revenue  may  be  about  25,000,000 ;  one-fourth 
of  that  sum  will  pay  it ;  we  have  upwards  of 
eighty  millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  annual- 
ly increasing,  and  certain  to  increase  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  our  wants,  if  we  create  a  demand 
for  it.  One  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
productions  will  bring  back  just  as  much  specie 
as  the  country  wants.  The  objection,  then,  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  specie  in  the  country 
falls  to  the  ground.  We  have  more  than 
enough  for  that  purpose.  We  have  but  two 
branches  of  revenue — the  lands  and  the  customs, 
and  both  voluntary  sources  of  income ;  for  no 
person  is  under  compulsion  to  purchase  the 
public  lands,  and  no  one  is  under  compulsion 
to  import  foreign  goods.  These  are  the  sources 
of  our  revenues.  Their  payment  is  voluntary ; 
and  even  during  this  summer,  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  the  income  from  one 
of  these  sources  (the  lands)  has  been  equal  to 
the  best  years  before  the  two  great  years  of 
speculation.  I  will  answer  for  this  branch  of 
revenue.  Bring  the  new  lands  into  market, 
and  reduce  the  price  of  the  old  lands,  and  the 
Government  will  get  ten  or  twelve  mOlions  of 
gold  and  silver  from  them  in  the  next  year. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  whole  of  this 
eighty  millions  is  not  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  that  much  of  it  is  locked  up  in  the 
vaults  of  the  banks.  But  this  is  temporary ;  it 
cannot  last  much  longer ;  public  opinion  is  om- 
nipotent, and  must  prevail ;  that  opinion  is 
against  the  conduct  of  the  banks ;  and  in  the 
progress  of  it  they  must  see  their  own  doom. 
Their  vaults  are  shut,  but  their  eyes  must  be 
opening ;  and  with  these  eyes  they  must  begin 
to  see  what  the  public  is  beginning  to  think  of 
a  banking  system  which,  in  a  season  of  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  general  prosperity,  and  with  a 
hundred  millions  of  exports,  and  four  times  as 
much  specie  as  ever  was  in  the  country  before, 
are  either  unable,  or  unwilling,  to  meet  any 
part  of  their  obligations  in  specie — even  to  pay 
out  picayunes — and  have  driven  the  people  to 
the  use  of  irredeemable  paper  and  shinplasters, 
and  the  Federal  Government  itself  to  an  issue 
of  Treasury  notes. 

We  are  taunted  with  these  Treasury  notes ;  it 
seems  to  be  matter  of  triumph  that  the  Govern- 


ment is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  issuing 
them ;  but  with  what  justice  ?  And  how  soon 
can  any  Government  that  wishes  it,  emerge 
from  the  wretchedness  of  depreciated  paper, 
and  stand  erect  on  the  solid  foundations  of  gold 
and  silver  ?  How  long  will  it  take  any  respect- 
able Government,  that  so  wills  it,  to  accom- 
plish this  great  change  ?  Our  own  history,  at 
the  close  of  the  Eevolution,  answers  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  more'  recently,  and  more  strikingly, 
the  history  of  France  answers  it  also.  I  speak 
of  the  French  finances  from  1800  to  1807 ;  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Consulate  to  the 
peace  of  Tilsit.  This  wonderful  period  is  re- 
plete with  instruction  on  the  subject  of  finance 
and  currency.  The  whole  period  is  full  of  in- 
struction ;  but  I  can  only  seize  two  views — the 
beginning  and  the  end — and,  for  the  sake  of 
precision,  will  read  what  I  propose  to  present. 
I  read  from  Bignon,  author  of  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  history  of  France  during  the  Con- 
sulate and  the  first  years  of  the  empire ;  writ- 
ten at  the  testamentary  request  of  the  Emperor 
himself. 

After  stating  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
republic  were  six  hundred  millions  of  francs — 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
— when  Bonaparte  became  First  Consul,  the 
historian  proceeds : 

"  At  his  arrival  at  power,  a  sum  of  160,000  francs 
in  money  [about  $32,000]  was  all  that  the  public 
chests  contained.  «  »  *  »  » 

In  the  impossibility  of  meeting  the  current  service 
by  the  ordinary  receipts,  the  Directorial  Government, 
had  resorted  to  ruinous  expedients,  and  had  thrown 
into  circulation  bills  of  various  values,  and  which 
sunk  upon  the  spot  fifty  to  eighty  per  cent.  A  part 
of  the  arrearages  had  been  discharged  in  bills  two- 
thirds  on  credit  payable  to  the  bearer,  but  which,  in 
fact,  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  pay  when  due.  The 
remaining  third  had  been  inscribed  in  the  great  book, 
under  the  name  of  consolidated  third.  For  the  pay- 
ment of  the  forced  requisitions  to  which  they  had 
been  obliged  to  have  recourse,  there  had  been  issued 
bills  receivable  in  payment  of  the  revenues.  Finally, 
the  Government,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  most  impe- 
rious wants,  gave  orders  upon  the  receivers  general, 
delivered  in  advance  to  contractors,  which  they  ne- 
gotiated before  they  began  to  furnish  the  supplies 
for  which  they  were  the  payment." 

This,  resumed  Mr.  B.,  was  the  condition  of 
the  French  finances  when  Bonaparte  became 
First  Consul  at  the  close  of  the  year  1799.  The 
currency  was  in  the  same  condition — no  specie 
— a  degraded  currency  of  assignats,  ruinously 
depreciated,  and  issued  as  low  as  ten  sous. 
That  great  man  immediately  began  to  restore 
order  to  the  finances,  and  solidity  to  the  cur- 
rency. Happily  a  peace  of  three  years  enabled 
him  to  complete  the  great  work,  before  he  was 
called  to  celebrate  the  immortal  campaigns  end- 
ing at  Austerlitz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  At  the 
end  of  three  years— before  the  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy were  restored  to  order  and  to  solidity ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  when  the  vast  establish- 
ments, and  the  internal  ameliorations  of  the 
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imperial  Government,  had  carried  the  annual 
expenses  to  eight  hundred  millions  of  francs, 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars; 
the  same  historian  copying  the  words  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  thus  speaks  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  currency : 

"  The  resources  of  the  State  had  increased  beyond 
its  wants ;  the  public  chests  are  full ;  all  payments 
are  made  at  the  day  named ;  the  -orders  upon  the 
public  Treasury  have  become  the  most  approved  bills 
of  exchange.  *  *  The  finances  are  in  the 
most  happy  condition  ;  France  alone,  among  all  the 
States  of  Europe,  having  no  paper  money." 

"What  a  picture !  how  simply,  how  powerfully 
drawn !  and  what  a  change  in  six  years !  Pub- 
lic chests  full ;  payments  made  to  the  day ;  or- 
ders on  the  Treasury  the  best  bills  of  exchange; 
France  alone,  of  all  Europe,  having  no  paper 
money ;  meaning  no  Government  paper  money, 
for  there  were  bank  notes  of  one  hundred 
francs  and  one  thousand  francs.  A  Govern- 
ment revenue  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  was  paid  in  gold  and  silver ;  a  hard- 
money  currency,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  saturated  all  parts  of  France 
with  specie,  and  made  gold  and  silver  the 
every-day  currency  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  empire.  These  great  results  were 
the  work  of  six  years,  and  were  accomplished 
by  the  simple  process  of  gradually  requiring 
hard-money  payments;  gradually  calling  in  the 
assignats ;  increasing  the  branch  mints  to  four- 
teen, and  limiting  the  Bank  of  France  to  an  is- 
sue of  large  notes — five  hundred  francs  and  up- 
wards. This  simple  process  produced  these  re- 
sults, and  thus  stands  the  French  currency  at 
this  day ;  for  the  nation  has  had  the  wisdom  to 
leave  untouched  the  financial  system  of  Bona- 
parte. I  have  repeatedly  given  it  as  my  opin- 
ion— many  of  my  speeches  declare  it — that  the 
French  currency  is  the  best  in  the  world.  It 
has  hard  money  for  the  Government;  hard 
money  for  the  common  dealings  of  the  people  ; 
and  large  notes  for  large  transactions.  This 
currency  has  enabled  France  to  stand  two  in- 
vasions— the  ravaging  of  300,000  men — two 
changes  of  dynasty,  and  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
liard of  contributions;  and  all  without  any 
commotion  or  convulsion  in  trade.  It  has  sav- 
ed her  from  the  revulsions  which  have  afdicted 
England  and  our  America  for  so  many  years. 
It  has  saved  her  from  expansions,  contractions, 
and  ruinous  fluctuations  of  price.  It  has  saved 
her,  for  near  forty  years,  from  a  debate  on  cur- 
rency. It  has  saved  her  even  from  the  knowl- 
edge of  our  sweet-scented  phrases,  "  sound  cur- 
rency, unsound  currency ;  plethoric,  dropsical, 
inflated,  bloated ;  the  money  market  tight  to-day, 
a  little  easier  this  morning ;  "  and  all  such  ver- 
biage, which  the  haberdasher's  boys  repeat.  It 
has  saved  France  from  even  a  •discussion  on 
currency ;  while  in  England,  and  with  us,  it  is 
banks!  banks!  banks!  morning,  noon,  and 
night;  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper;  levant 
and  couchant ;  sitting,  or  standing ;   at  homo, 


or  abroad ;  steamboat,  or  railroad  car ;  in  Con- 
gress, or  out  of  Congress,  it  is  all  the  same 
thing ;  banks !  banks !  banks !  currency !  cur- 
rency !  currency !  meaning,  all  the  while,  pa- 
per money  and  shinplasters ;  until  our  very 
brains  seem  as  if  they  would  be  converted  into 
lampblack  and  rags. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tail- 
MADGE,)  in  his  very  able  speech,  has  referred  to 
the  overthrow  of  Bonaparte,  effected  by  the 
paper  system  of  England.  Without  going  into 
the  question  of  the  causes  of  that  overthrow — 
without  looking  to  the  ice  of  Russia  and  the 
non-arrival  of  Grouchy  on  the  field  of  Water- 
loo, and  without  considering  the  numerous  in- 
cidents, often  trivial  in  themselves,  on  which  the 
fate  of  battles  and  of  empires  depend — it  will 
be  sufficient  to  consider  what  would  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  paper  system  of  England,  if, 
like  the  system  of  France,  it  had  been  exposed 
to  the  shocks  of  invasions,  conquests,  and 
changes  of  dynasty ;  and,  leaving  out  this  sup- 
posed view,  it  will  be  sufiicient  to  look  at  it 
under  its  real  aspect,  and  to  see  its  present 
effects  on  the  condition  of  the  British  empire. 
What  are  those  effects?  They  are,  in  brief,  an 
increase  of  taxes  from  1694,  when  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  from  four  millions  ster- 
ling (twenty  millions  of  dollars)  to  forty-five 
millions  sterling,  (two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars ;)  an  increase  of  the  public 
debt  from  twenty-one  millions  five  hundred 
and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  eight  pence,  and 
two  farthings,  (to  be  precise,)  in  round  numbers 
about  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  near 
nine  hundred  millions  sterling,  or  four  thousand 
five  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  until  three  millions  of 
people  grace  the  list.  These  are  some,  for  I 
omit,  as  too  well  known,  the  average  septennial 
convulsions  of  that  system ;  these  are  some  of 
the  evils  of  the  paper  system  in  England.  But 
take  another  view ;  take  some  points  of  com- 
parison between  the  national  expenditures  of 
France  and  England,  when  contending  together, 
and  see  how  the  account,  in  point  of  economy 
between  paper  money  and  hard  money,  will 
stand.  Let  us  take  the  year  1806,  when  Eng- 
land was  subsidizing  Eussia  and  other  powers 
against  France,  and  when  the  great  Emperor 
frustrated  the  effect  of  all  these  subsidies,  and 
consolidated  his  power  by  the  victory  of  Fried- 
land,  and  the  peace  of  Tilsit.  What  were  the 
expenses  of  the  two  contending  empires  for 
that  year  ?  They  were  these  :  For  England 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two 
millions  of  francs,  (about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars ;)  for  Fi-ance,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight  millions  of  francs, 
(about  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  in  other  words,  the  expenses  of  England 
exceeded  those  of  Fi-ance  by  about  one  thousand 
millions  of  francs,  or  two  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  Such  was  the  difference  between  the 
economy  of  paper  money  and  hard  money ;  and 
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the  same  proportion  holds  good  in  every  sta- 
tion in  life,  from  the  Emperor  and  his  empire, 
to  the  washerwoman  and  her  household. 

The  amendment  now  depending,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhottn,)  is  the  same  in  substance  with  the 
bill  which  I  brought  in  upwards  of  a  year  ago, 
to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constitution 
for  the  Federal  Government.  That  bill  was 
in  these  words : 

"  That  bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every 
description  shall  cease  to  be  received,  or  offered  in 
payment,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
Post  Office,  or  in  fees  in  the  coiirts  of  the  TJnited 
States,  as  follows :  of  less  denomination  than  twenty 
dollars,  none  shall  be  so  offered  after  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1837  ;  of  less  denomination  than  fifty  dollars, 
none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1838 ;  of  less 
denomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  none  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1839 ;  of  less  denomination 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1840 ;  of  less  denomination  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841 ; 
and  none  of  any  denomination  from  and  after  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1842. 

"  Sec.  2.  jini  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  per- 
son holding  an  appointment  under  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  which  person  or  bank  shall  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  elude,  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
an  offence  against  the  laws ;  and  the  person  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service, 
and  the  bank  so  offending  shall,  on  satisfactory  in- 
formation, be  discontinued  as  a  depository  of  public 
moneys." 

The  only  direct  action  of  this  bill  would  have 
been  on  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 
It  has  been  extensively  represented  as  a  bill  to 
impose  hard  money  upon  the  States,  but  such 
is  not  its  character,  but  the  reverse ;  it  was  to 
prevent  the  local  paper  of  the  States  from  being 
imposed  on  the  Federal  Government.  Its  in- 
direct and  consequential  action  has  been  to 
increase  the  specie  circulation  of  the  whole 
Union  by  creating  a  demand  for  it.  The  pres- 
ent amendment  will  operate  the  same  way ;  it 
will  increase  the  quantity  of  hard  money  every- 
where. Yet  two  -objections,  neither  of  them 
well  founded,  and  each  inconsistent  with  the 
other,  have  been  taken  to  it;  one  is,  that  it 
proposes  to  take  the  better  currency  for  the 
Government,  and  leave  the  baser  to  the  people ; 
the  other  is,  that  it  Is  going  to  impose  this 
better  currency  upon  the  people  also ;  and  so 
destroy  all  paper  money  at  once,  reduce  every- 
thing to  the  specie  standard,  and  ruin  all  debt- 
ors. Each  of  these  objections  are  equally  un- 
founded. Taken  singly,  they  are  each  erro- 
neous ;  taken  together,  as  we  often  find  them 
in  the  same  speech,  and  they  belong  to  that 
class  of  arguments  which  the  logicians  call  the 
argumentum  ad  ignorantiam :  that  is  to  say, 
an  argument  addressed  to  the  supposed  igno- 
rance of  the  hearers.  This  class  of  arguments 
has  been  freely  used  by  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 


sition for  a  long  time ;  with  what  effect  the  is- 
sue of  the  elections  has  often  told.  It  is  time  to 
quit  it,  and  to  address  the  intelligence  of  the 
community.  Take  the  better  currency  to  itself. 
Why,  the  Government  does  not  eat  the  money, 
but  pays  itbaok  again  the  next  day  to  the  people. 
Impose  hard  money  npon  the  States !  The 
mere  reading  of  the  amendment,  or  my  bill, 
which  is  the  same  in  substance,  disproves  the 
assertion.  No,  the  effect  of  the  measure  wiU 
be  to  increase  the  gold  and  silver  circulation 
for  the  whole  country.  Thus  it  has  been  al- 
ready. Five  years  ago  we  began  our  system 
of  measures  to  revive  the  gold  currency,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  circulation.  There  was  then 
twenty  millions  of  silver  in  the  country,  and  no 
gold ;  there  is  now  upwards  of  eighty  millions,  of 
which  fifteen  is  gold.  True,  the  banks  have  sup- 
pressed all  this  circulation  for  the  present ;  they 
have  shut  down  the  hatches  upon  the  whole  of 
it ;  but  this  suppression  cannot  continue  much 
longer.  The  law  of  the  land,  or  of  public  opin- 
ion, will  soon  prevail,  and  these  institutions 
will  have  to  submit.  The  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate dispenses  with  the  further  use  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys.  In  that  it 
has  my  hearty  concurrence.  Four  times  here- 
tofore, and  on  four  different  occasions,  I  have 
made  propositions  to  accomplish  a  part  of  the 
same  purpose.  First,  in  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  deposit  bill  of  1836,  by  which  the 
mint,  and  the  branch  mints,  were  to  he  includ- 
ed in  the  list  of  depositories ;  secondly,  in  pro- 
posing that  the  public  moneys  here,  at  tlie  seat 
of  Government,  should  bo  kept  and  paid  out  by 
the  Treasurer ;  thirdly,  by  proposing  that  a  pre- 
ference, in  receiving  the  deposits,  should  be 
given  to  such  banks  as  should  cease  to  be  banks 
of  circulation ;  fourthly,  in  opposing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  agency  in  Missouri,  and 
proposing  that  the  moneys  there  should  be 
drawn  direct  from  the  hands  of  the  receivers. 
Three  of  these  propositions  are  now  included 
in  the  bill  before  the  Senate ;  and  the  whole 
object  at  which  they  partially  aimed  is  fully 
embraced.  I  am  for  the  measure,  fully,  cor- 
dially, earnestly  for  it. 

Some  Senators  suppose  that  it  wiD  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  local  banks  to  refuse  their  notes 
in  revenue  payments ;  I  think  otherwise,  and 
that  it  will  be  a  great  injury  to  receive  them  ; 
for  they  will  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  and 
returned  in  masses  on  the  banks  for  redemp- 
tion. They  cannot  be  paid  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  presented 
for  redemption  to  the  banks.  The  act  of  1836 
cuts  them  off  from  all  payments  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  or  the  post  offices.  That  act  ' 
contains  three  limitations  upon  the  payment 
of  these  notes :  first,  no  note  under  twenty 
dollars  is  to  be  paid  out ;  and  that  cuts  off  the 
greater  number :  secondly,  no  note  is  to  be  paid 
out  which  is  issued  at  one  place,  and  made  pay- 
able at  another ;  thirdly,  no  note  of  any  kind  is 
to  be  paid  out,  unless  it  is  equal  to  gold  and 
silver  at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convert- 
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ible  into  specie  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  without  loss  or  delay  to  him. 
This  is  the  strongest  limitation,  and  cuts  off  all 
payment  in  notes  unless  where  the  bank  itself 
is  situated.  The  three  limitations  taken  toge- 
ther, and  they  are  all  in  full  force,  cut  oft  hank 
paper  from  nearly  every  payment  to  be  made, 
either  by  the  United  States  or  by  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  exhaust  this  subject ;  I 
only  touch  the  leading  objections  to  the  further 
use  of  bank  notes  by  the  Government,  and  the 
future  use  of  banks  as  depositories  of  public 
moneys.  It  is  a  practice  fraught  with  mischief 
to  both  parties,  and  has  been  so  proved  by  re- 
peated experience.  To  receive  the  notes  of 
banks  for  revenue,  if  they  are  to  be  paid  in 
good  faith,  is  merely  to  take  them  out  of  circu- 
lation, and  return  them  in  masses  for  redemp- 
tion, to  the  great  peril  and  alarm  of  the  bank. 
If  they  are  not  to  be  paid,  their  receipt  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  Government.  So  said  Mr. 
Crawford,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
my,  and  when  members  of  Congress,  marching 
in  columns  upon  him,  backed  by  legislative  pe- 
titions, were  demanding  this  privOege  for  so 
many  local  banks.  Importunity  and  legislative 
interference  most  usually  prevailed ;  and  in  al- 
most every  instance  to  the  injury  of  the  bank, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  Government.  So  will  it 
be  again,  if  the  practice  is  resumed. 

Again :  It  is  tempting  the  banks  into  ruinous 
expansions,  thus  to  give  them  the  credit  and  the 
domain  of  the  United  States  to  bank  upon. 
They  put  out  floods  of  notes,  because  reoeiva- 
bility  at  the  custom-house,  the  land-offlce,  and 
the  post  office,  gives  them  credit  and  circula- 
tion. After  some  months,  pay-day  comes. 
Federal  credit,  which  got  the  notes  into  circu- 
lation, will  not  pay  them ;  the  bank  stops ;  de- 
preciation ensues ;  the  loss  falls  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  the  uninformed  holders  of 
the  notes. 

Again :  It  is  a  false  credit  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  whole  issues  of  any  bank 
whose  paper  is  so  received.  It  is  endorsement 
without  responsibility.  People  take  it,  because 
the  Government  takes  it ;  and  when  the  bank 
fails,  the  Government  does  not  indemnify  those 
who  have  been  deceived  by  an  endorsement, 
valid  for  deception,  and  invalid  for  responsibil- 
ity. 

Again :  This  Government  receivability  ena- 
bles notes  to  stray  from  their  known  orbit  of 
circulation ;  to  go  off  into  distant  parts,  where 
they  are  unknown ;  to  live  there  awhile  in  the 
^sunshine  of  Federal  favor ;  to  circulate  awhile 
on  land-office  and  custom-house  credit ;  and, 
finally,  to  sink  as  insolvents  upon  the  hands  of 
strangers. 

Again :  There  must  be  selection  of  banks,  or 
universality  of  reception.  If  selection,  then  fa- 
voritism, patronage,  caprice — refusal  to-day, 
reception  to-morrow — imposition  on  some,  un- 
due advantage  to  others — come  into  play.  If 
receivability  is  universal,  then  a  thousand  banks 


now  in  existence,  and  thousands  more  to  be 
created,  all  become  furnishers  of  Federal  cur- 
rency ;  and  in  a  few  years  the  public  lands  are 
changed  into  paper — the  custom-house  revenue 
becomes  a  bale  of  paper — and  this  paper  worth 
as  little  as  it  would  be  if  it  was  decomposed 
and  restored  to  its  original  state  of  lampblack 
and  rags. 

Again  :  To  take  the  promissory  notes  of  the 
banks  for  lands,  customs,  and  postages,  is  to  ex- 
tend a  credit  to  the  banks  which  is  denied  to 
the  community.  The  farmer  is  required  to  pay 
ready  money  for  the  public  lands ;  but  if  the 
note  of  the  bank  is  received,  this  is  a  credit  to 
the  bank — a  credit  to  a  barren  moneyed  corpo- 
ration, which  is  denied  to  a  productive,  merito- 
rious citizen.  The  same  of  postages ;  and  the 
same  is,  in  some  degree,  the  case  at  the  custom- 
houses now,  and  will  be  fully,  when  ready 
money  payments  are  required  there,  as  another 
biU  before  the  Senate  now  proposes. 

Again :  To  make  the  banks  depositories  of 
our  moneys,  involves  the  use,  or  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  use,  of  these  moneys.  If  the  for- 
mer, then  the  revenues  are  as  much  jeoparded 
as  ever ;  if  the  latter,  then  the  bank  has  no 
benefit  from  the  deposit. 

Again :  To  continue  these  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, is  to  create  an  interest — a  powerful,  ac- 
tive, concentrated  interest,  in  Congress  and  out 
of  Congress — in  favor  of  high  ^  taxes  and  low 
appropriations.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  such  an  interest  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence.  It  was  the  ally  of  high 
tariffs,  and  the  enemy  of  appropriation  bills. 
Its  principle  of  action  was,  take  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  leave  with  us !  and  so  it  will  be  with  a 
league  of  local  depository  banks.  Their  presi- 
dents and  directors ;  their  stockholders  and  at- 
torneys, with  all  their  friends  and  debtors,  wiU 
be  a  unit,  to  keep  up  taxes  and  to  keep  down 
appropriations.  The  Government  should  not 
create,  for  itself  and  for  the  people,  so  formida- 
ble an  antagonist. 

The  fi'iends  of  the  banks  treat  it  as  their  ruin, 
as  a  grievous  outrage  and  indignity,  for  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  refuse  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  refuse  to  use  them  as 
depositories ;  yet  this  was  their  condition  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  the  existence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  they  made  no  ob- 
jection to  it  then.  This  is  strange !  but  what 
is  more  so  is,  that  while  thus  struggling  against 
the  Government,  they  are,  many  of  them,  in 
favor  of  re-establishing  a  national  bank ;  the 
first  act  of  which  will  be  to  strip  them  of  Gov- 
ernment deposits,  and  exclude  their  paper  from 
Government  receivability ! 

Congress  has  a  sacred  duty  to  perform  in  re- 
forming the  finances,  and  the  currency;  for  the 
ruin  of  both  has  resulted  from  Federal  legisla- 
tion, and  Federal  administration.  The  States, 
at  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  delivered 
a  solid  currency — I  will  not  say  sound,  for  that 
word  implies  subject  to  unsoundness,  to  rotten- 
ness, and  to  death-^r-but  they  delivered  a  solid 
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currency,  one  not  liable  to  disease,  to  this  Fed- 
eral Government.  They  started  the  new  Gov- 
ernment fair  upon  gold  and  silver.  The  first 
act  of  Congress  attested  this  great  fact;  for 
it  made  the  revenues  payable  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only.  Thus  the  States  delivered  a  solid 
currency  to  this  Government,  and  they  reserved 
the  same  currency  for  themselves ;  and  they 
provided  constitutional  sanctions  to  guard  both. 
The  things  to  be  saved,  and  the  power  to  save 
it,  was  given  to  this  Government  by  the  States ; 
and  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  it  became 
deteriorated.  The  first  great  error  was  General 
Hamilton's  construction  of  the  act  of  1789,  by 
which  he  nullified  that  act,  and  overturned  the 
statute  and  the  constitution  together.  The 
next  great  error  was  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  of  circulation,  with  authority  to  pay 
all  the  public  dues  in  its  own  paper.  This  con- 
firmed the  overthrow  of  the  constitution,  and 
of  the  statute  of  1789  ;  and  it  set  the  fatal  ex- 
ample to  the  States  to  make  banks,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  paper  for  public  dues,  as  the  United 
■States  had  done.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
evil — ^this  the  origin  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
solid  currency  which  the  States  had  delivered 
to  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  the  Ham- 
iltonian  policy  that  did  the  mischief ;  and  the 
state  of  things  in  1837,  is  the  natural  fruit  of 
that  policy.  It  is  time  for  us  to  quit  it — to  re- 
turn to  the  constitution  and  the  statute  of  1789, 
and  to  confine  the  Federal  Treasury  to  the 
hard  money  which  was  intended  for  it. 

I  repeat,  this  is  a  measure  of  reform,  worthy 
to  be  called  a  reformation.  It  goes  back  to  a 
fundamental  abuse,  nearly  coeval  with  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government.  Two  epochs  have 
occurred  for  the  reformation  of  this  abuse ;  one 
was  lost,  the  other  is  now  in  jeopardy.  Mr. 
Madison's  administration  committed  a  great 
error  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  not  reviving 
the  currency  of  the  constitution  for  the  E^ederal 
Treasury,  and  especially  the  gold  currency. 
That  error  threw  the  Treasury  back  upon  the 
local  bank  paper.  This  paper  quickly  failed, 
and  out  of  that  failure  grew  the  second  United 
States  Bank.  Those  who  put  down  the  second 
United  States  Bank,  warned  by  the  calamity, 
determined  to  avoid  the  error  of  Mr.  Madison's 
administration ;  they  determined  to  increase 
the  stock  of  specie,  and  to  revive  the  gold  cir- 
culation, which  had  been  dead  for  thirty  yeai's. 
The  accumulation  of  eighty  millions  in  the 
brief  space  of  five  years,  fifteen  millions  of  it  in 
gold,  attests  the  sincerity  of  their  design,  and 
the  facility  of  its  execution.  The  country  was 
going  on  at  the  rate  of  an  average  increase  of 
twels'e  millions  of  specie  per  annum,  when  the 
general  stoppages  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  the 
exportation  of  specie  and  the  imposition  of  ir- 
redeemable paper  upon  the  Government  and 
the  people,  seemed  to  announce  the  total  failure 
of  the  plan.  But  it  was  a  seeming  only.  The 
impetus  given  to  the  specie  policy  stni  prevails, 
and  five  millions  are  added  to  the  stock  dur- 


ing the  present  fiscal  year.  So  far,  then,  as  the 
counteraction  of  the  Government  policy,  and 
the  suppression  of  the  constitutional  currency 
might  have  been  expected  to  result  from  that 
stoppage,  the  calculation  seems  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  disappointed.  The  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  our  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
produce,  are  giving  the  victory  to  the  glorious 
policy  of  our  late  illustrious  President.  The 
other  great  consequences  expected  to  result 
from  the  stoppage,  namely ;  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  change  of  ad- 
ministration, the  overthrow  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  restoration  of  the  federal  dynas- 
ty, all  seem  to  be  in  the  same  fair  way  to  total 
miscarriage ;  but  the  objects  are  too  dazzling 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  parties  interested,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy, is  still  the  cherished  road  to  success.  The 
miscalled  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  soul 
of  the  federal  dynasty,  and  the  anchor  of  its 
hopes — believed  by  many  to  have  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stoppages  in  May,  and  known  by 
all  to  be  at  the  head  of  non-resumption — now 
displays  her  policy  on  this  floor ;  it  is  to  com- 
pel the  repetition  of  the  error  of  Mr.  Madison's 
administration !  Knowing  that  from  the  repe- 
tition of  this  error  must  come  the  repetition  of 
the  catastrophes  of  1814,  1819,  and  1837 ;  and 
out  of  these  catastrophes  to  extract  a  new 
clamor  for  the  revivification  of  herself.  This  is 
her  line  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  line  the  con- 
duct of  all  her  friends  conforms.  With  one 
heart,  one  mind,  one  voice,  they  labor  to  cut 
off  gold  and  silver  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  to  impose  paper  upon  it  I  they  labor 
to  deprive  it  of  the  keeping  of  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  place  them  again  where  they  have  been 
so  often  lost !  This  is  the  conduct  of  that  bank 
and  its  friends.  Let  us  imitate  their  zeal,  their 
unanimity,  and  their  perseverance.  The  amend- 
ment and  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate,  em- 
body our  policy.  Let  us  carry  them,  and  the 
republic  is  safe. 


Satijedat,  September  23. 
Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  question  being  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Oalhoitn",  to  separate 
the  Government  from  the  banks, 

Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  said  two  plans  were 
urged  upon  the  Senate :  one  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  as  proposed  to  be  amend- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  the 
other  the  State  bank  system,  which  had  already 
been  tried,  and  failed. 

As  to  the  last,  various  apologies  had  been 
made  her5  and  elsewhere,  for  its  failure ;  and 
it  had  been  insisted  that  it  had  not  had  a  fair 
trial,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said  properly 
to  have  failed.  The  most  able  and  ingenious 
advocates  and  apologists  of  this  system  that  he 
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had  heard  were  his  friends  from  Virginia  and 
New  York.  If  they  had  not  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing the  Senate  that  the  system  should  he 
re-adopted,  (with  the  modifications  proposed,) 
conviction  might  he  considered  hopeless.  He 
certainly  agreed  with  them,  that  the  system 
had  not  had  a  fair  trial.  The  pets  had  certain- 
ly a  hard  time  of  it  under  their  Executive  pa- 
tron ;  hut  he  had  never  had  confidence  in  them 
from  the  beginning,  and,  in  truth,  the  system 
had  never  succeeded  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate 
by  going  fully  into  the  capabilities  of  the  State 
bank  system  to  perform  the  services  promised 
by  it.  '  He  stood  upon  firm  ground  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  friends  could  not  charge  him  with 
change  or  inconsistency  in  this  matter ;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  he  had  generally  predicted, 
step  by  step,  the  consequences  that  would  fol- 
low from  the  financial  experiments  that  had 
afflicted  the  country,  beginning  with  that  un- 
fortunate and  unnecessary  measure,  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  in  1834.  It  would  be  seen 
that  he  had  no  strong  predilection  for  the  State 
hank  deposit  system,  though  he  admitted  that 
it  might  have  done,  and  still  could  do  much 
better  than  heretofore,  if  the  Executive  would 
consent  to  let  it  alone,  and  cease  the  continual 
interferences  by  which  the  banks  have  been 
tormented,  and  the  commerce  of  the  countx-y 
deranged,  ever  since  the  Executive  had  taken 
the  control  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  plan  of 
the  committee  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
This  he  looked  upon  as  a  new  experiment, 
though  it  had  been  alleged  to  be  otherwise  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri.  The  Senator  in- 
sisted that  we  were  ahead  of  our  destiny,  and 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  glorious  days  of  the 
Roman  empire  to  learn  lessons  on  finance  and 
political  economy.  This  plan  was  strongly  re- 
commended as  having  been  that  under  which  the 
Roman  qusestors  made  their  mild  exactions  from 
the  people.  It  was  recommended  most  warmly 
by  the  Senator,  because  it  was  that  under  which 
the  war  levies  of  Napoleon  were  made,  and  the 
finances  of  Spain  and  Turkey  collected  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  the 
Senator  had  given  us  a  most  eloquent  discourse 
upon  Roman  heroism  ;  bloody  battles,  and  the 
levies  of  the  quaistors.  He  had  spoken  of  the 
great  pleasure  with  which  he  read  Roman  his- 
tory on  these  subjects,  and  the  delight  with 
which  ho  contemplated  the  renown  of  this  great 
people.  "WeU,  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  read  some 
Roman  history  too,  though  certainly  not  as 
good  a  historian  as  his  friend  from  Missouri. 
But  if  any  thing  in  Roman  history  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  his  republican  mind,  it 
was  the  heartless  cruelty,  the  unfeeling  rigor, 
and  pitiless  tyranny  with  which  exactions  were 
made  upon  the  people  by  the  Roman'qurestors ; 
and,  unfortunately  for  the  Senator's  Roman 
precedent,  when  these  exactions  had  been  made 
by  plundering  the  Roman  people  and  provinces 
to  support  heroism  in  the  trade  of  conquering 


and  plundering  the  rest  of  mankind,  these  ex- 
actions were  deposited  with  Roman  bankers 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  precedent  was  not  found  ex- 
actly satisfactory  to  Mr.  K.,  he  proceeded  to 
notice  the  system  so  warmly  recommended  as 
the  plan  of  that  great  democrat  and  ardent 
lover  of  liberty  and  free  institutions,  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon.  His  friend  from  Missouri  had 
stated  that  when  the  Emperor  mounted  the 
throne  of  power,  he  found  the  State  coffers 
empty,  or  nearly  so ;  but  in  a  short  time  they 
were  filled  to  overflowing.  Thereupon  the 
Senator  produced  a  book,  or  a  document,  to 
prove  the  important  fact.  The  fact  was  not 
doubted;  but  how  were  these  wonders  of 
finance  accomplished?  Let  his  impoverished 
country  and  the  blood  and  tears  of  unhappy 
Germany  answer  the  question.  However,  per- 
haps the  financiering  of  this  great  economist 
was  strongly  recommended  from  the  fact  that 
the  largest  and  most  timely  accession  to  his 
finances  was  made  by  the  robbery  of  a  bank ; 
and  that  too  a  bank  belonging  to  one  of  the 
freest  and  most  commercial  cities  of  Europe.* 

Mr.  K.  said  he  saw  nothing  in  these  imperial 
precedents,  ancient  or  modern,  very  applicable 
or  very  captivating ;  and  as  he  saw  nothing  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  those  free  and  commercial  nations  (Tur- 
key and  Spain)  to  excite  his  envy,  he  would 
rather  consider  this  as  a  new  and  untried  ex- 
periment, and  digest  it  a  little  better  before  it 
was  adopted.  Mr.  K.  added,  that  the  system 
was  already  in  operation,  as  the  changes  pro- 
posed did  not  alter  essentially  the  specie  system 
adopted  by  the  Executive  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  The  postponement  would 
give  us  a  little  more  time  to  observe  the  work- 
ings of  the  system,  and  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  finances 
restored  to  Congress,  their  lawful  guardian,  on 
almost  any  terms ;  but  really  they  were  in  such 
a  worthless  and  ragged  condition,  from  Execu- 
tive manipulation,  that  it  was  difficult  to  say 
what  disposition  had  better  be  made  of  them. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  doubted  whether  he  ought  to 
detain  the  Senate  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
causes  of  the  present  distress,  which  had  called 
Congress  together.  As  this  subject  had  been 
dwelt  upon,  however,  by  every  speaker  who 
had  preceded  him,  and  was  certainly  of  great 
importance  to  the  country,  it  was  perhaps  the 
duty  of  every  member  to  give  his  views  upon 
the  subject.  The  subject,  said  he,  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  trifled  with.  It  comes  to  the 
doors  and  dwellings,  and  reaches  the  breadand 
business  of  every  citizen,  of  every  condition; 
and  I  shall  give  my  views,  however  unwilling- 
ly, uninfluenced  by  all  personal  friendships  and 
party  associations.  Unless  we  ascertain  the 
causes  which  have  so  strangely  brought  the 
country  into  its  present  distressed  condition,  h. 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  we  shall  neither 
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know  how  to  apply  present  remedies  nor  avoid 
similar  evils  in  future. 

[Here  Mr.  King  entered  into  aa  extended  exami- 
nation of  the  causes  wliicli  produced  tlie  present  dis- 
tress, exploring  for  that  purpose  the  financial  and 
commercial  operations  of  England  as  well  as  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  continued :] 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  United  States.  In 
June,  1836,  the  ruin  threatened  by  so  large  an 
accumulation  of  the  public  money,  and  the  uses 
that  were  made  of  it,  and  the  unsound  state  of 
the  currency  generally,  was  so  manifest  that  all 
parties  united  in  the  opinion  that  something 
must  be  done  with  it.  After  full  discussion 
and  great  deliberation,  Congress,  with  uncom- 
mon unanimity,  adopted  the  law  to  distribute 
the  deposits  among  the  States.  Though  no 
measure  could  be  free  from  objection,  this  was 
certainly  the  wisest  that  could  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  reference  to  the  end  proposed.  It  deplet- 
ed the  Treasury,  and  checked  over-issues,  by  a 
public  law,  with  full  notice,  easy  terms,  and 
ample  time  for  its  execution.  The  President 
was,  unfortunately,  opposed  to  it,  and  seemed 
determined,  not  only  to  use  every  means  to 
prevent  its  efficiency,  but  to  prevent  its  opera- 
tion on  the  AVestern  and  South-western  deposit 
banks,  which,  in  fact,  most  needed  its  operation. 
With  this  view,  he  adopted  the  famous  specie 
circular — a  sort  of  order  in  council — though 
the  identical  measure  had  been  a  few  days  be- 
fore proposed  as  a  legislative  measure,  and, 
with  almost  perfect  unanimity,  rejected  by  the 
Senate. 

The  principal,  perhaps  only,  object  of  this 
measure  was  to  save  from  explosion  some  of 
the  tottering  deposit  banks  in  the  West  and 
South-west,  when  they  should  be  called  on  to 
comply  with  the  deposit  law,  and  surrender  the 
public  money.  His  object  could  not  have  been 
to  prevent  over-issues,  such  an  object  being  in- 
consistent with  his  opposition  to  the  deposit 
bill,  which  was  certainly,  of  all  others,  the  best 
conceived  for  that  purpose.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  motive,  the  measure  was  an  un- 
wise and  unfertunate  one,  deranging  the  whole 
internal  commerce  of  the  country,  producing 
panic,  breaking  up  exchanges,  and  destroying 
credit,  at  the  very  time,  of  all  others,  when  the 
country  should  have  been  permitted  to  make 
the  best  of  its  resources,  without  violence  or 
surprise. 

Mr.  K.  said  the  United  States  Bank,  though 
no  longer  in  existence,  had  been  the  theme  of 
every  gentleman  who  had  addressed  the  Senate. 
He  should  say  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary 
to  justify  and  defend  himself,  and  the  numerous 
friends  of  the  administration  who  had  believed 
in  the  utility  of  that  institution.  His  defence 
was  fully  justified ;  for,  although  that  insti- 
tution was  established  by  the  democratic  party, 
every  friend  of  it  was  placed,  in  sweeping  de- 
nunciations, among  aristocrats,  rogues,  and  con- 
spirators ;   ranked  with  the  "  Biddies  and  the 


Barings,  and  the  banks,"  and  set  upon  in  full 
cry  by  dunces  and  demagogues,  anxious  only 
to  turn  attention  from  their  own  mischievous 
blunders  and  errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  said,  he  found 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  successful  and 
happy  operation.  He  learned  its  history,  and 
found  that  it  was  established  by  the  party  to 
which  he  had  always  been  attached,  with  the 
immortal  Madison  at  their  head ;  who  after 
fatal  experience  had  changed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject.  This  paternity  recommended  it,  but 
reflection  as  well  as  experience  convinced  him 
of  its  great  utility  as  a  financial  agent  to  the 
Government,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  external 
commerce,  and  a  wholesome  regulator  of  an 
otherwise  unregulated  paper  system.  As  an 
original  question,  he  was  and  ever  had  been 
opposed  to  the  whole  paper  system,  but  the 
system  certainly  had  many  advantages  in  a  free 
country,  and  moreover  was  fixed  upon  us,  and 
no  one  generation  either  could  or  would  bear 
the  sacrifices  it  would  cost  to  get  rid  of  it. 
And  (added  he)  the  progress  we  should  make 
in  getting  rid  of  the  system  and  its  abuses,  by 
putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  predicted  by  me  in  the  Senate  in  1834. 
Sir,  the  great  temperance  president,  or  tem- 
perance reformer,  Mr.  Delavan,  who  sends  us 
so  many  temperance  papers,  might  just  as  well 
have  undertaken  to  encourage  the  cause  of 
temperance  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  break- 
ing up  one  respectable  grocery  in  Chestnut 
street,  that  he  might  raise  up  500  grog  shops  in 
the  Liberties,  the  villages,  and  the  Western 
wilderness.  He  thought  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
not  to  waste  itself  on  impracticable  extremes, 
but  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  system,  and 
avoid  as  many  of  its  evils  as  possible.  This  he 
thought  was  best  effected  by  a  national  bank, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury.  The  vast  extent 
of  our  country  gave  full  time  to  such  an  insti- 
tution to  lop  off  redundancies  and  fill  up  de- 
ficiencies on  notice  of  an  irregularity  in  the 
currency,  in  any  particular  sections  before  the 
effect  became  general.  It  was  clearly  the  in- 
terest of  such  an  institution  to  perform  these 
duties  faithfully.  Its  own  successful  operation 
in  a  great  measure  depended  on  it ;  which  was 
the  best  guaranty  to  the  public  that  they  would 
be  so  performed.  He  also  believed  that  the 
money  of  the  nation  could  be  entrusted  to  no 
agency  so  little  dangerous  to  liberty,  or  so  un- 
likely to  use  it  for  political  pui^poses.  Expe- 
rience proved  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  We 
had,  again,  the  best  of  all  security— that  is,  the 
security  of  interest.  To  engage  in  politics,  or 
unite  itself  with  a  political  party,  is  death  to 
the  institution.  What  evidence  had  been 
shown,  or  could  be  shown,  that  the  bank  ever 
hinted  an  interference  with  politics,  until  it 
supposed  the  Executive  to  make  an  overture 
for  that  purpose  ?  In  1829  the  Executive  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  tlie  bank  to 
procure  a  change  in  tlie  president  of  the  JTew 
Hampshire  branch.     He  did  not  say  that  any 
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thing  improper  was  intended  by  the  Executive, 
hut  it  was  the  first  interference  of  the  kind, 
and  the  bank  supposed  it  to  be  an  attempt  to 
enlist  it  in  politics,  and  unite  the  power  of  the 
bank  with  the  power  of  the  Government.  It 
declined  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  never 
had  and  could  not  now  think  of  interfering  in 
the  politics  of  the  country.  The  rest  is  known. 
The  Message  followed  with  a  charge  of  what 
nobody  had  ever  heard  of  before,  and  recom- 
mending a  Treasury  bank,  uniting  the  power 
and  patronage  of  a  bank  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. From  that  time  forth  the  Executive 
continued  to  struggle  for  the  money  power 
until  it  took  possession  of  it  in  1833,  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposits.  I  only  mention  these 
facts,  sir,  to  prove  the  great  reluctance  with 
which  such  an  institution  will  always  engage 
in  politics.  Its  interest  requires  the  custom 
and  friendship  of  both  political  parties,  and  it 
cannot  prosper  against  a  war  by  either.  The 
money  power  of  the  Treasury  is  great,  let  it  be 
lodged  where  it  will ;  but,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  I  believe  it  is  less  in  a  national  bank, 
connected  with  and  dependent  on  the  business 
of  the  country,  than  in  any  other.  There  was 
no  danger  of  the  political  influence  of  a  bank, 
if  the  Executive  would  let  it  alone.  Some 
admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  improperly 
attacked,  but  that,  being  attacked,  it  had  over- 
issued and  otherwise  mismanaged  in  its  strug- 
gles for  a  recharter.  This  might  be  true  to 
some  extent ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  more  an  objection 
to  the  direction  than  the  institution,  and  might 
be  prevented  by  a  simple  provision  in  the 
charter,  which  the  old  charter  _  ought  to  have 
contained. 

Sir,  these  are  the  opinions  I  have  always 
entertained,  and  were  the  opinions  of  my  then 
colleague,  when  I  came  into  the  Senate ;  they 
were  known  to  our  constituents.  But  as  this 
was  a  matter  of  expediency,  on  which  they 
had  a  right  to  judge,  they  expected  to  be,  and 
shall  be,  represented ;  and  their  wishes,  when 
I  last  heard  from  them,  were  against  a  national 
bank.  In  fact,  although  I  believe  it  unfortunate 
that  the  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  question 
of  establishing  a  new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a 
very  different  question.  Under  our  anti-bank 
administration,  the  bank  capital  has  been  much 
more  than  doubled  in  a  few  years.  Is  it  ex- 
pedient to  add  to  it  2  If  so,  the  practicability 
of  controlling  it,  by  a  national  bank  of  permis- 
sible size,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are 
important  questions.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, too,  would  render  it  difiicult  to  procure 
specie  for  the  institution,  and  create  a  demand 
for  it,  that  would,  for  the  present,  add  to  the 
distress.  There  were  some  other  reasons  that 
had  been  referred  to,  but  which  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  notice. 

But,  we  are  gravely  told,  sir,  that  the  "Bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  '  still  greater 
strength,'  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
present  state  of  affairs ;  that  it  '  has  not  been 
able  to  check  other  institutions,  or  save  itself.' " 


This  reference  to  the  bank  would  have  done 
very  well  for  a  party  newspaper ;  but,  I  must 
confess,  I  was  somewhat  astonished  to  find  it 
in  a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  most  igno- 
rant can  be  deceived  by  this  catch  at  a  mere 
name  ?  Who  ever  thought  of  holding  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  responsible  for  the  cur- 
rency, or  as  a  financial  regulator,  after  the 
withdrawal  of  its  branches,  or  even  after  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  ?  What  obligation  was 
it  under  to  the  public,  after  the  public  had 
taken  away  the  deposits  and  dispensed  with  its 
services  ?  Was  it  under  any  very  strong  obli- 
gation, if  it  had  the  power,  to  aid  the  Executive 
in  an  experiment  made  at  its  expense,  and  in- 
tended for  its  destruction  ?  I  should  think  not ; 
and  to  hold  a  State  bank  responsible  because 
it  is  called  "  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  absolutely  ridiculous.  It  has  fallen  into  line 
with  the  multitude  of  State  banks  created  under 
the  late  administration.  It  has  supported  his 
"  policy  "  by  importing  specie  on  credit,  ftiat 
it  might  hatch  more  paper  upon  it.  It  has 
gloried  in  the  confusion  of  the  exchanges,  by 
which  it  has  made  millions.  In  short,  like  the 
rest  of  the  State  banks,  it  has  gone  for  making 
money;  it  has  joined  its  fortunes  with  the 
State  banks;  it  has  borrowed  specie  like  the 
•  State  banks;  has  expanded  with  the  State 
banks ;  has  shaved  with  the  State  banks ;  has 
failed  with  the  State  banks,  and  is  a  State 
bank,  and  yet  it  is  held  responsible  to  the 
country  as  a  national  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more 
a  United  States  Bank,  and  not  so  much  as  the 
little  Burlington  bank,  which  produced  such  a 
happy  effect  with  a  modicum  of  the  spoils  sent 
to  it,  and  pressingly  sent  for  more  to  operate  on 
the  elections,  "iu  anticipation  of  the  wool 
clip."  There  is  a  United  States  Bank  for  ye, 
established  by  the  Executive  to  prevent  the 
public  money  from  being  employed  to  operate 
on  the  politics  of  the  country  1 

Why,  then,  these  valiant  charges  upon  a 
ghost  ?  this  war  upon  a  sign  ?  these  tilts  upon 
a  tombstone  ?  They  are  about  as  useful,  and 
about  as  rational,  as  the  charges  of  the  redoubt- 
able Don  Quixote  upon  the  windnHills. 

In  connection  with  these  perpetual  efforts  to 
frighten  us  with  ghosts  and  "  things  that  are 
not,"  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  never  had  his  demo- 
cratic feelings  so  shocked  as  they  had  been  by 
a  sentiment  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun,)  warmly  applauded  by  his  friend 
near  him,  (Mr.  Stkange.)  We  were  told  that, 
though  expedient,  we  should  not  make  this 
State  bank  a  depository,  "  because  it  would  he  a 
triumph  over  the  Government !  "  What  Gov- 
ernment ?  The  "  Government "  at  the  Her- 
mitage, or  the  Government  at  the  White 
House?  These  Governments  were  both,  to 
be  sure,  supposed  to  be  inimical  to  the  present 
State  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  its  president,  who  was  formerly  president 
of  the  national  institution.  But  what  had  the 
Government   to  do  with  the   present   State 
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institution?  He  had  supposed,  until  lately, 
that  the  Government  meant  the  legislative 
power,  as  established  by  the  constitution ;  and, 
if  the  people,  through  their  representatives, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution, 
should  deem  it  expedient  to  make  any  State 
institution  a  depository,  it  would  be  no  objection 
with  him  that  either  the  ex-President  or  pres- 
ent Executive  was  supposed  to  be  inimical  to 
one  of  its  officers.  I  do  not  propose  (said  he) 
to  make  this  institution  a  depository,  and  no- 
body has  proposed  or  thought  of  proposing  it, 
so  far  as  I  know.  Why,  then,  this  war-whoop 
against  it?  To  show  our  devotion  to  the  sup- 
posed Executive  will ?  "A  change,  what  a 
change,"  has  been  produced  in  the  tone  of 
American  feeling  by  these  violent  encroach- 
ments and  recent  triumphs  of  the  Executive 
over  the  Legislative  authority,  in  relation  to 
the  finances !  All  eyes  are  turned  to  the  Exec- 
utive. The  spirit  of  our  fathers  has  fled.  The 
blood  of  '76  has  run  out.  Sir,  there  have  been 
more  gray  hairs  brought  upon  the  head  of  our 
youthful  and  vigorous  republic  in  the  last  four 
years,  than  ought  to  have  grown  upon  it  in  one 
entire  century  of  quiet  and  peaceful  adminis- 
tration, with  the  constitutional  co-operation  of 
the  legislative  departments. 

My  friends  need  not  be  astonished  at  the 
freedom  with  which  I  express  these  sentiments. 
They  believe  with  me,  they  have  acted  with 
me.  "We  have  vainly  stood  up  together  against 
the  will  of  the  Executive.  Our  efforts  have 
been  impotent.  We  have  been  trampled  under 
foot.  The  Executive  has  had  his  way,  and  we 
see  the  result.  I  only  wish  my  friends  to  join 
me  in  making  a  firm  stand,  to  teach  the  Execu- 
tive that  his  friends  are  to  be  consulted  in 
measures  of  such  immense  importance  to  the 
people  as  those  by  which  our  finances  have 
been  ruined.  I  have  no  idea  of  deserting 
them,  sir ;  they  need  not  apprehend  that.  I 
am  only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I  and  they 
have  entertained,  and  not  very  carefully  con- 
cealed. I  am  a  party  man,  sir.  AU  I  am  as  a 
politician  I  was  made  so  by  party.  I  have  no 
sympathies  with  any  other  party  except  that 
with  which  I  have  always  acted,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  honored.  I  respect  my  political 
opponents  as  my  fellow-citizens,  living  under 
the  same  laws,  subject  to  the  same  Govern- 
ment, and  equally  honest  and  patriotic  with 
myself.  But  I  differ  with  them  in  some  of  the 
essential  and  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
our  Government  should  be  administered,  and 
have  nothing  to  ask,  and  nothing  to  expect  from 
them. 

I  am  a  democrat,  a  real  democrat.  I  do 
not  make  the  profession  ad  captandum;  I  fear 
it  is  becoming  rather  unpopular ;  but  my  early 
habits  and  youthful  associations  made  me  so. 
In  fact,  the  sentiment  was  planted  in  my  heart 
by  nature,  cultivated  by  education,  and  ap- 
proved by  reason.  I  believe  a  democratic  re- 
public to  be  the  most  philosophical  govern- 
ment, and  best  calculated  to  develop  the  ener- 
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gies  and  sustain  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  as 
the  people  have  sufficient  intelligence  to  qualify 
them  for  self-government.  I,  therefore,  abhor 
tyranny  and  irresponsible  power  in  every  pos- 
sible form  in  which  it  can  be  presented ;  whether 
it  be  presented  in  the  hypocritical  garb  of  re- 
publican homespun,  or  tinselled  over  in  the 
glittering  trappings  of  royalty.  I  go  for  a 
strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  limited 
Executive  patronage,  and  an  economical  admin- 
istration of  the  Government ;  and  you  will 
never  find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and 
economy  upon  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder 
in  the  heart.  "  I  borrow  no  false  liveries 
from  heaven  to  serve  the  devil  in." 

Mr.  K.,  after  some  further  remarks,  conclud- 
ed this  branch  of  the  subject  by  saying,  that  ho 
had  full  confidence  that  the  President,  when 
some  present  difflulties  were  removed,  would 
administer  his  department  with  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  he  hoped  and  expected  to  be 
able  to  give  him  his  feeble  support.  But  he 
just  wished  to  tell  him  now  that,  if  he  intended 
"  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  "  of  his  predecessor, 
in  trampling  on  the  legislative  authority,  in  the 
management  of  a  subject  of  all  others  of  the 
most  importance  to  the  people,  he  should  feel 
it  bis  duty  to  jostle  him  out  of  them.  He 
never  would  consent  (he  said)  to  surrender  the 
finances  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  we  did  this,  we  should  share  the  fate 
of  every  other  nation  who  had  submitted  to 
Executive  financiering  :  we  should  first  become 
a  nation  of  beggars,  and  then  a  nation  of 
slaves. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  been  led  on  to  a  length 
altogether  unexpected  to  himself,  and  he  feared 
tiresome  to  the  Senate.  Several  other  topics 
had  been  suggested  by  the  remarks  of  other 
gentlemen,  that  he  would  like  to  touch,  but  he 
would  dispense  with  them,  and  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, after  a  few  words  more  upon  the  bill 
and  amendment  under  consideration.  As  to 
the  separation  from  the  State  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, he  conceived  that  a  matter  of  no  great 
consequence,  if  in  the  details  we  could  provide 
safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patronage  and  expense.  But  the  bill  he 
thought  imperfect  and  obscure  on  both  these 
points.  And  when  we  had  passed  the  bill,  we 
should  have  hut  little  idea  of  what  we  had 
done. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  which  re-- 
stricted  the  receipts  of  the  Government  to 
gold  and  silver,  he  could  never  consent  to  think 
of  it,  without  hearing  from  his  constituents,  so 
long  as  specie  is  not  the  common  currency, 
used  by  the  people  in  the  business  transactions 
of  the  country.  They  are  never  prepared  with 
a  currency  not  in  common  circulation,  and  would 
often  and  truly  be  reminded  of  the  Eoman 
quEBstors,  who  were  in  the  habit,  among  other 
acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  particular  kinds 
of  money  for  the  purposes  of  extortion.  Here, 
11,000  specie  gatherers,  demanding  a  currency 
not  furnished  the  people  by  their  own  States, 
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or  "by  the  ordinary  circulation,  will  give  them 
more  trouble  than  all  their  other  pecuniary 
transactions,  and,  being  diiferent  to  the  de- 
mands made  upon  them  for  State  taxes,  will 
give  to  the  Federal  Government  an  alien  char- 
acter of  tyranny  and  oppression.  He  could 
not  conceive,  he  said,  of  a  measure  better  cal- 
culated to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  Union 
the  appearance  of  $,  foreign  Government,  and 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  it, 
than  the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  Rives  rose,  and  said  he  would  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  say  a  few  words  which  he 
meant  to  say  yesterday,  but  was  prevented  hy 
the  speaking  of  another  Senator,  (Mr.  Benton.) 
Mr.  R.  said  he  rose  to  protest  against  the  man- 
ner in  which  thi§  question  had  been,  and  con- 
tinued to  be,  treated  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  That  gentleman  argued  as  if  there 
were  some  proposition  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
estabhsh  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
eonfer  upon  the  existing  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States  some  special  and  important 
privilege.  But,  sir,  is  there  any  question  of 
that  sort  really  before  the  Senate  1  The  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  proposition  on  your  table 
is,  whether  the  notes  of  banks  generally,  when 
they  shall  have  resumed  specie  payments,  ought 
not,  under  certain  limitations,  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  as  they  heretofore 
have  been  from  the  origin  of  the  Government 
down  to  the  present  time,  or  whether  they 
shall  be  altogether  excluded  in  future,  and 
nothing  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue  hut  gold  and  silver?  The  question, 
then,  is  one  which  involves  alike  the  whole 
eight  hundred  State  banks  in  the  Union,  con- 
stituting that  system  of  credit  under  which, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  occasional  excesses, 
the  country  has  heretofore  attained  an  unparal- 
leled height  of  prosperity,  and  has  no  special 
reference  whatever  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
perpetual  and  gratuitous  introduction  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  connection,  as  if  to  alarm 
the  imaginations  of  grave  Senators,  is  but  a 
poor  evidence  of  the  intrinsic  strength  of  the 
gentleman's  cause.  Much  has  been  said  of 
argument  ad  captandum  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion.  I  have  heard  none  that  can  com- 
pare with  this  solemn  stalking  of  the  ghost  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  through  this 
hall  to  "frighten  Senators  from  their  propriety." 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  that  institution  as 
the  gentleman  or  any  one  else  is  or  can  be.  I 
think  I  may  say  I  have  given  some  proofs  of 
it.  The  gentleman  himeslf  acquits  me  of  any 
design  to  favor  the  interest  of  that  institution, 
while  he  says  such  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  my  proposition.  The  suggestion  is  advanced 
for  effect,  and  then  retracted  in  form.  What- 
ever be  the  new-born  zeal  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  stand  in  a  posi- 1 


tion  that  places  me,  at  least,  as  much  above 
suspicion  of  an  undue  leaning  in  favor  of  that 
institution  as  the  honorable  gentleman.    If  I 
mistake  not,  it  was  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  who  introduced  and  supported  the 
bill  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank 
in  1816  ;  it  was  he,  also,  who  brought  in  a  biU 
in  1834,  to  extend  the  charter  of  that  institu- 
tion for  a  term  of  twelve  years;    and  none 
were  more  conspicuous  than  he  in  the  weU- 
remembered  scenes  of  that  day,  in  nrging  the 
restoration  of  the  Government  deposits  to  this 
same  institution.     In  every  situation  of  public 
trust  in  which  I  have  been  placed  I  have  been 
the  constant  and  unvarying  opponent  of  that 
institution;    and  in  this  body,  in  1834,  while 
the  Senator  from  South   Carolina,   with   his 
accustomed  ability,  was  urging  the  restoration 
of  the  public  deposits  to  it,  (a  triumph,  indeed, 
over  the  Government  of  the  country,  which 
the  honorable  Senator  now  so  bitterly  depre- 
cates,) I  stood  up  here  and  resisted  that  meas- 
ure with  every  faculty  I  possessed,  and  sacri- 
ficed, as  is  well  known,  my  political  existence 
to  the  force  of  my  convictions  on  the  subject ; 
convictions  which,  I  take  leave  to  say,  have 
strengthened  with  every  day's  observation  and 
reflection  since.     "When  I  recollect  these  things, 
it  seems  to  me  "  strange,  passing  strange,"  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  now 
appear  as  the  especial  and  sworn  adversary  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  I  am  held 
up  in  the  attitude  of  promoting  the  views  and 
favoring  the  interests  of  that  institution. 

"While  I  am  up,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  beg  leave  to 
say  a  word  in  answer  to  an  observation  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bekton.)  That 
gentleman  said,  if  I  wished  to  imderstand  the 
true  character  of  my  proposition,  I  had  only  to 
look  over  my  right  shoulder,  and  see  who  were 
likely  to  support  it.  [Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  "Webster, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition,  sit  in 
that  direction  from  Mr.  Rivks.]  I  thank  God, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  have  a  higher  rule  of 
action  on  this  floor  than  any  consideration  of 
who  is,  or  who  is  not,  to  vote  with  me.  I  look 
at  the  merits  of  the  proposition  itself;  and  if  it 
be  for  the  good  of  the  country,  I  go  for  it, 
whoever  may  vote  with  me  or  against  me.  If 
the  Senator  knows  that  I  am  to  derive  support 
to  my  proposition  from  gentlemen  over  my 
right  shoulder,  he  knows  more  than  I  do.  I 
have  had  no  communication  with  any  of  those 
gentlemen,  which  authorizes  me  to  expect  their 
support.  Many  of  them  voted,  during  the  last 
session,  for  the  same  proposition,  in  common 
with  five-sixths  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  they  may  do  so  again.  I  occupy 
the  same  position  now  that  I  did  then.  If 
other  gentlemen  have  seen  cause  to  change 
their  views,  I  have  not.  On  the  contrary,  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  furnishes,  in 
my  estimation,  new  motives  to  bring  forward 
the  proposition,  which  then  received  nearly  the 
unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress.   It  is  impossible  that  the  btoking  insti- 
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tutions  of  the  conntry,  on  whose  speedy  return 
to  specie  payment  the  soundness  of  the  currency 
and  every  other  interest  of  society  now  depend, 
can  rise  np  from  their  prostrate  condition, 
without  some  measure  of  this  sort.  The  peo- 
ple wish  to  see  an  end  of  this  paper  money, 
(properly  so  called  when  inconvertible  into 
specie,)  which  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  so 
much  deprecated.  No  one  has  a  stronger  sense 
of  its  evils  and  dangers  than  I  have.  But  we 
shall  in  vain  attempt  to  get  rid  of  it,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  without  some  measure  of  the 
character  I  have  proposed.  I  am  unwilling  to 
go  back  to  my  constituents  without  having  first 
done  something  for  the  relief  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  the  Government.  I  am  unwilling 
that  the  American  people  shall  witness  an  ad- 
journment of  this  body  without  the  passage 
of  some  measure  of  a  healing  and  salutary  char- 
acter, in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

"When  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  was  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
1834:,  out  of  the  meagre  number  of  33  votes  it 
then  received,  there  was  but  one  friend  of  the 
administration  who  voted  in  favor  of  it.  It 
was  then  denounced,  under  the  auspices  and  in 
the  name  of  the  administration,  as  revolution- 
ary, disorganizing,  anti-republican,  and  tending 
to  enlarge  Executive  power,  and  place  in  its 
hands  the  means  of  corruption.  Believing 
now,  as  I  did  then,  that  such  is  the  true  char- 
acter and  tendency  of  the  measure,  I  adhere  to 
the  ground  taken  by  the  republican  party  in 
1834;  and  I  will  use  every  weapon  which 
reason  and  agument  can  furnish  in  opposition 
to  it.  I,  for  one,  will  not  be  afraid  to  act  with 
any  individual,  or  any  party,  in  resisting  a 
scheme  which,  however  it  may  be  viewed  by 
others,  I  firmly  believe  to  be  fraught  with 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  my  country ; 
and  in  doing  so,  so  far  from  abandoning,  I  but 
maintain  the  more  closely,  my  republican  faith. 

Mr.  OALnoTJN  said  this  attack  of  the  Senator 
is  very  extraordinary.  Yesterday,  in  the  course 
of  my  argument,  I  endeavored  to  show  that 
his  proposition  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  stated  my  reasons.  I  believed  he  did 
not  contemplate  it  in  that  light,  but  I  did ;  and 
I  said  to  the  Senator,  you  hold  out  a  powerful 
temptation  to  the  banks.  I  stated  that  the 
strong  banks,  and  they  alone,  would  take  the 
benefit  of  this  measure,  with  the  United  States 
Bank  at  their  head.  Their  predominating  in- 
fluence over  every  other  bank  was  inevitable ; 
and  if  they  got  it,  they  would  hold  it  in  per- 
petuo.  They  would  make  the  necessary  sacri- 
fice in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and 
this  bill  would  serve  as  the  motive ;  and,  if 
Mr.  Biddle  tried,  he  woiild  get  it.  And  now, 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  I  am  surprised 
at  this  storm  of  passion  and  personal  attack, 
when  I  acquitted  the  gentleman  of  all  improper 
intentions. 

The  gentleman  says  that  in  1834  I  was  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  deposits.    I  was  so ;  and 


I  now,  as  then,  think  they  were  unnecessarily 
and  illegally  removed,  and  that  it  was  one  of 
the  accelerating  causes  of  the  catastrophe  which 
he  so  much  laments.  New  zeal !  A  new  con- 
vert! I  never  made  stronger  declarations  in 
my  life  of  the  banking  system  than  at  that 
time.  I  said  the  whole  system  was  hostile  to 
liberty.  I  was  then  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  not  so  as  to  qualify  my 
position  relative  to  banking.  I  went  farther, 
and  told  the  Senator  and  others,  your  system 
will  fail  if  you  retain  a  connection  with  the 
hanks ;  there  must  be  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  With  me  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  had  reference  to  the  whole  banking 
system.  Has  he  any  foundation  on  which  he 
can  now  call  me  a  convert  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
seen,  not  for  four,  but  fourteen  years,  that  the 
issue  must  be  that  the  banks  will  be  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  the  banks ;  that, 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  issues 
of  paper,  the  banks  or  the  Government  must 
be  prostrated.  I  hardly  expected  to  see  that 
issue  in  my  day ;  but  come  I  knew  and  declared 
it  would,  sooner  or  later ;  and  when  the  ques- 
tion should  arise,  it  would  be  the  greatest  of 
modern  times.  I  would  lay  a  hundred  to  one, 
if  the  Senator's  bill  should  pass,  the  United 
States  Bank  will  monopolize  its  benefits.  Of 
his  remarks  I  will  only  say  that  they  were 
unworthy  of  him,  and  the  State  from  which  he 
comes. 

Mr.  Benton.  TJie  Senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  EivEs)  repeats  what  has  been  often  told, 
and  answered,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration voted  in  a  body  against  Mr.  Goedon's 
sub-Treasury  proposition  in  1834.  They  did 
so,  and  for  a  reason  both  notorious  and  good  at 
that  time,  but  not  good  now.  The  administra- 
tion could  not  cut  loose  from  the  local  banks 
then  ;  they  were  allies  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  such,  had  to  be  saved. 
They  were  the  '■'■Ealf-way  House  "  in  getting 
from  the  National  bank  to  the  sub-Treasury ; 
and,  as  such,  had  to  be  maintained.  They  are 
no  longer  allies,  or  a  half-way  station,  but  foes 
and  deserters.  They  have  cut  loose  from  the 
government,  and  are  weight  in  favor  of  a 
national  bank ;  and  as  such  the  government  is 
now  done  with  them.  It  was  expedient  to 
maintain  the  connection  in  1834 :  it  is  expedient 
to  let  it  remain  dissolved  now. 


Monday,  September  25. 
Sub- Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  imposing  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  public  moneys,  on  certain  officers  of  the 
General  Government ;  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
eotjn's  and  Mr.  Benton's  amendments. 

Mr.  Olat  commenced  by  observing  that, 
feeling  an  anxious  desire  to  see  some  effectual 
plan  presented  to  correct  the  disorders  in  the 
currency,  and  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  had  avoided  precipitating  himself 
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into  the  debate  now  in  progress,  that  he  might 
attentively  examine  every  remedy  that  should 
be  proposed,  and  impartially  weigh  every  con- 
sideration urged  in  its  support.  No  period  had 
ever  existed  in  this  country,  in  which  the  future 
was  covered  by  a  darker,  denser,  or  more  im- 
penetrable gloom.  None,  in  which  the  duty 
was  so  imperative  to  discard  all  passion  and 
prejudice,  all  party  ties,  and  previous  bias,  and 
look  exclusively  to  the  good  of  our  afflicted 
country.  In  one  respect— and  he  thought  it  a 
fortunate  one — ^our  present  difficulties  are  dis- 
tinguishable from  former  domestic  troubles,  and 
that  is  their  universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is 
true,  in  different  degrees,  but  they  reach  every 
section,  every  State,  every  interest,  almost  every 
man  in  the  Union.  All  feel,  see,  hear,  know 
their  existence.  As  they  do  not  array,  like  onr 
former  divisions,  one  portion  of  the  confederacy 
against  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  common 
sufferings  may  lead  to  common  sympathies  and 
common  counsels,  and  that  we  shall,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a  clear  way  of 
deliverance.  If  the  present  state  of  the  conn- 
try  were  produced  by  the  fault  of  the  people ; 
If  it  proceeded  from  their  wasteful  extrava- 
gance and  their  indulgence  of  a  reckless  spirit 
of  ruinous  speculation ;  if  public  measures  had 
no  agency  whatever  in  bringing  it  about,  it 
would  nevertheless  be  the  duty  of  Government 
to  exert  all  its  energies  and  to  employ  all  its 
legitimate  powers  to  devise  an  efficacious  reme- 
dy. But  if  our  present  deplorable  condition 
has  sprung  from  our  rulers ;  if  it  is  to  be 
clearly  traced  to  their  acts  and  operations,  that 
duty  becomes  infinitely  more  obligatory ;  and 
Government  would  be  faithless  to  the  highest 
and  most  solemn  of  human  trusts  should  it 
neglect  to  perform  it.  And  is  it  not  too  true 
that  the  evils  which  surround  us  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the  conduct  of 
our  public  affairs  ? 

In  glancing  at  the  past,  (continued  Mr.  C.,) 
nothing  can  be  further  from  my  intention  than 
to  excite  angry  feelings,  or  to  find  grounds  of 
reproach.  It  would  be  far  more  congenial  to 
my  wishes  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  should 
forget  all  former  unhappy  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities. But,  in  order  to  discover  how  to  get 
out  of  our  difficulties,  we  must  ascertain,  if  we 
can,  how  we  got  into  them. 

Prior  to  that  series  of  unfortunate  measures 
which  had  for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  its  fiscal  agency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, no  people  upon  earth  ever  enjoyed  a 
better  currency,  or  had  exchanges  better  regu- 
lated, than  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Our  monetary  system  appeared  to  have  attained 
as  great  perfection  as  any  thing  human  can 
possibly  reach.  The  combination  of  United 
States  and  local  banks  presented  a  true  image 
of  our  system  of  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  worked  quite  as  well.  Not  only 
within  the  country  had  we  a  local  and  a  general 
currency,  perfectly  sound;  but,  in  whatever 


quarter  of  the  globe  American  commerce  had 
penetrated,  there  also  did  the  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  command  unbounded 
credit  and  confidence.  Now  we  are  in  danger 
of  having  fixed  upon  us,  indefinitely  as  to  time, 
that  medium — an  irredeemable  paper  currency, 
which,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  regarded  as  the  worst.  How 
has  this  reverse  come  upon  us?  Can  it  he 
doubted  that  it  is  the  result  of  those  measures 
to  which  I  have  adverted  ?  When  at  the  very 
moment  of  adopting  them,  the  very  conse- 
quences which  have  happened  were  foretold  as 
inevitable,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  for 
their  cause  ?  Never  was  prediction  more  dis- 
tinctly made  ;  never  was  fulfilment  more  literal 
and  exact. 

Let  us  suppose  that  those  measures  had  not 
been  adopted;  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  rechartered;  that  the  public 
deposits  had  remained  undisturbed;  and  that 
the  Treasury  order  had  never  issued :  is  there 
not  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  should  he 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  currency; 
that  the  public  deposits  would  be  now  safe  and 
forthcoming ;  and  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  in  May  last  would  not  have  haj)- 
pened  ? 

The  Message,  to  reconcile  us  to  our  misfor- 
tunes, and  to  exonerate  the  measures  of  our 
own  Government  from  all  blame  in  producing 
the  present  state  of  things,  refers  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Europe,  and  especially  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  It  alleges,  that  "  in  both  countries 
we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ;  the 
same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  suc- 
cesses ;  the  same  difficulties  and  reverses ;  and, 
at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catas- 
trophe." 

AVhatever  of  embarrassment  Europe  has 
recently  experienced  may  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained by  its  trade  and  connection  with  the 
United  States.  The  degree  of  embarrassment 
has  been  marked,  in  the  commercial  countries 
there,  by  the  degree  of  their  connection  with 
the  United  States.  All,  or  almost  all,  the  great 
failures  in  Europe  have  been  of  houses  engaged 
in  the  American  trade.  Great  Britain,  which, 
as  the  Message  justly  observes,  maintains  the 
closest  relations  with  us,  has  suffered  most; 
France  next,  and  so  on,  in  the  order  of  their 
greater  or  less  commercial  intercourse  with  us. 
Most  truly  was  it  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  the  recent  embarrassments  of 
Europe  were  the  embarrassments  of  a  creditor, 
from  whom  payment  was  withheld  by  the 
debtor,  and  from  whom  the  precious  metals 
have  been  unnecessarily  withdrawn  by  the 
policy  of  the  same  debtor. 

Since  the  intensity  of  suffering,  and  the  dis- 
astrous state  of  things  in  this  country,  have  far 
transcended  any  thing  that  has  occurred  in 
Europe,  we  must  look  here  for  some  peculiar 
and  more  potent  causes  than  any  which  have 
been  in  operation  there.    They  are  to  be  found 
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in  that  series  of  measures  to  ■whicli  I  have 
already  adverted. 

1st.  The  veto  of  the  hank. 

2d.  The  removal  of  the  deposits,  with  the 
urgent  injunction  of  Secretary  Taney  upon  the 
hanks  to  enlarge  their  accommodations. 

3d.  The  gold  hill,  and  the  demand  of  gold 
for  the  foreign  indemnities. 

4;th.  The  clumsy  execution  of  the  deposit 
law ;  and 

5th.  The  Treasury  order  of  July,  1836. 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  went  into  an  examination 
of  these  measures  to  show  that  the  inflated 
condition  of  the  country,  the  wOd  speculations, 
which  had  risen  to  their  height  when  they 
began  to  be  checked  by  the  preparations  of  the 
local  hanks  necessary  to  meet  the  deposit  law 
of  June,  1836,  the  final  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  the  consequent  disorders  in  the 
currency,  commerce,  and  general  business  of 
the  country,  were  all  to  he  traced  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  measures  enumerated.  All  these 
causes  operated  immediately,  directly,  and 
powerfully  upon  us,  and  their  effects  were 
indirectly  felt  in  Europe.] 

The  Message  imputes  to  the  deposit  law  an 
agency  in  producing  the  existing  embarrass- 
ments. This  is  a  charge  frequently  made  by 
the  friends  of  the  administration  against  that 
law.  It  is  true,  that  the  banks  having  in- 
creased their  accommodations,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  Secretary  Taney,  it  might 
not  have  been  convenient  to  recall  and  pay 
them  over  for  public  use.  It  is  true,  also,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  law  was  executed  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  transferring  large 
sums  from  creditor  to  debtor  portions  of  the 
country,  without  regard  to  the  commerce  or 
business  of  the  country,  might  have  aggravated 
the  inconvenience.  Bat  what  do  those  who 
object  to  the  law  think  ought  to  have  been 
done  with  the  surpluses  which  had  accumulat- 
ed, and  were  daily  augmenting  to  such  an  enor- 
mous amount  ia  the  hands  of  the  deposit  banks  ? 
Were  they  to  be  incorporated  with  their  capi- 
tals, and  remain  there  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders  ?  Was  it  not  proper  and  just  that 
they  should  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  people 
from  whom  they  were  collected  ?  And  when- 
ever and  however  taken  from  the  deposit  banks, 
would  not  inconvenience  necessarily  happen  ? 

The  great  evil  under  which  the  country  la- 
bors is  the  suspension  of  the  banks  to  pay 
specie,  the  total  derangement  in  all  domestic 
exchanges,  and  the  paralysis  which  has  come 
over  the  whole  business  of  the  country.  In 
regard  to  the  currency,  it  is  not  that  a  given 
amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now  command 
as  much  as  the  same  amount  of  specie  would 
have  done  prior  to  the  suspension ;  but  it  is  the 
future,  the  danger  of  an  inconvertible  paper 
money  being  indefinitely  or  permanently  fixed 
upon  the  people,  that  fills  them  with  appre- 
hensions. Our  great  object  should  be  to  re-es- 
tablish a  sound  currency,  and  thereby  to  restore 


the  exchanges  and  revive  the  business  of  the 
country. 

The  first  impression  which  the  measures 
brought  forward  by  the  administration  make, 
is,  that  they  consist  of  temporary  expedients, 
looking  to  the  supply  of  the  necessities  of  the 
Treasury ;  for  so  far  as  any  of  them  possess  a 
permanent  character,  its  tendency  is  rather  to 
aggravate  than  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
people.  None  of  them  purpose  to  rectify  the 
disorders  in  the  actual  currency  of  the  country ; 
but  the  people,  the  States,  and  their  banks,  are 
left  to  shift  for  themselves  as  they  may  or  can. 
The  administration,  after  having  intervened 
between  the  States  and  their  banks,  and  taken 
them  into  the  federal  service,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States;  after  having  puffed  and 
praised  them ;  after  having  brought  them,  or 
contributed  to  bring  them,  into  their  present 
situation,  now  suddenly  turns  its  back  upon 
them,  leaving  them  to  their  fate !  It  is  not 
content  with  that ;  it  must  absolutely  discredit 
their  issues.  And  the  very  people  who  were 
told  by  the  administration  that  these  banks 
would  supply  them  with  a  better  currency,  are 
now  left  to  struggle  as  they  can  with  the  very 
currency  which  the  Government  recommended 
to  them,  but  which  it  now  refuses  itself  to  re- 
ceive ! 

The  professed  object  of  the  administration  is 
to  establish  what  it  terms  the  currrency  of  the 
constitution,  which  it  proposes  to  accomplish 
by  restricting  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
receipts  and  payments,  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
specie,  and  by  refusing  all  bank  paper,  whether 
convertible  or  not.  It  disclaims  all  purposes  of 
crippling  or  putting  down  the  banks  of  the 
States ;  but  we  shall  better  determine  the  de- 
sign or  the  effect  of  the  measures  recommended, 
by  considering  them  together  as  one  system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-Treasuries,  which  are 
to  be  made  the  depositories  of  all  the  specie 
collected  and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  the 
General  Government,  discrediting  and  refusing 
all  the  notes  of  the  States,  although  payable 
and  paid  in  specie. 

2.  A  bankrupt  law  f«r  the  United  States, 
levelled  at  all  the  State  banks,  and  authorizing 
the  seizure  of  the  effects  of  any  of  them  that 
stop  payment,  and  the  administration  of  their 
effects  under  the  federal  authority  exclusively. 

_  8.  A  particular  law  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  which  all  the  corporations  and  people 
of  the  District,  under  severe  pains  and  penalties, 
are  prohibited  from  circulating,  sixty  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever, 
not  convertible  into  specie  on  demand,  and  are 
made  liable  to  prosecution  by  indictment. 

4.  And  lastly,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  by 
the  provisions  of  which  the  deposit  banks  in- 
debted to  the  Government  are  placed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  impossible  to  consider  this  system  with- 
out perceiving  that  it  is  aimed  at,  and,  if  carried 
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out,  must  terminate  in  the  total  subversion  of 
the  State  banks;  and  that  they  will  be  all 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is  in  vain  to  protest  that  there  exists  no  de- 
sign against  them.  The  effect  of  these  meas- 
ures cannot  be  misunderstood. 

And  why  this  new  experiment  or  untried  ex- 
pedient ?  The  people  of  this  country  are  tired 
of  experiments.  Ought  not  the  administration 
itself  to  cease  with  them.  Ought  it  not  to 
take  warning  from  the  events  of  recent  elec- 
tions ?  Above  all,  should  not  the  Senate,  con- 
stituted as  it  now  is,  be  the  last  body  to  lend 
itself  to  further  experiments  upon  the  business 
and  happiness  of  this  great  people  ?  According 
to  the  latest  expression  of  public  opinion  in  the 
several  States,  the  Senate  is  no  longer  a  true 
exponent  of  the  will  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  If  it  were,  there  would  be  thirty-two 
or  thirty-four  whigs  to  eighteen  or  twenty 
friends  of  the  administration. 

"We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  separate, 
divorce  the  Government  from  the  banks.  Let 
us  not  be  deluded  by  sounds.  Senators  might 
as  well  talk  of  separating  the  Government  from 
the  States,  or  from  the  people,  or  from  the 
country.  "We  are  all — people — States — Union 
— banks,  bound  up  and  interwoven  together, 
united  in  fortune  and  destiny,  and  all,  all  en- 
titled to  the  protecting  care  of  a  parental  Gov- 
ernment. You  may  as  well  attempt  to  make 
the  Government  breathe  a  different  air,  drink 
a  different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a  differ- 
ent sun  from  the  people !  A  hard-money  Gov- 
ernment and  a  paper-money  people !  A  Gov- 
ernment, an  official  corps — the  servants  of  the 
people — glittering  in  gold,  and  the  people 
themselves,  their  masters,  buried  in  ruin,  and 
surrounded  with  rags. 

No  prudent  or  practical  Government  will  in 
its  measures  run  counter  to  the  long-settled 
habits  and  usages  of  the  people.  Keligion, 
language,  laws,  the  established  currency  and 
business  of  the  whole  country,  cannot  be  easily 
or  suddenly  uprooted.  After  the  denomination 
of  our  coin  was  changed  to  dollars  and  cents, 
many  years  elapsed  b^ore  the  old  method  of 
keeping  accounts,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  was  abandoned.  And,  to  this  day,  there 
are  probably  some  men  of  the  last  century  who 
adhere  to  it.  If  a  fundamental  change  be- 
comes necessary,  it  should  not  be  sudden,  but 
conducted  by  slow  and  cautious  degrees.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  been 
a  paper-money  people.  It  was  paper  money 
that  carried  us  through  the  Kevolution,  estab- 
lished our  liberties,  and  made  us  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people.  And,  if  the  experience  of 
the  revolutionary  war  convinced  our  ancestors, 
as  we  are  convinced,  of  the  evils  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium,  it  was  put  aside  only 
to  give  place  to  that  convertible  paper  which 
has  so  powerfully  contributed  to  our  rapid  ad- 
vancement, prosperity,  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  substitution  of  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency,  to  the  mixed  medium  with 


which  we  have  been  so  long  familiar,  is  forbid- 
den by  the  principles  of  eternal  jntice.  Assum- 
ing the  currency  of,  the  country  to  consist  of 
two-thirds  of  paper  and  one  of  specie ;  and  as- 
suming also  that  the  money  of  a  country,  what- 
ever may  be  its  component  parts,  regulates  all 
values,  and  expresses  the  true  amount  which 
the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  creditor,  the  effect 
of  the  change  upon  that  relation,  and  upon 
the  property  of  the  country,  would  be  most 
ruinous.  All  property  would  be  reduced  in 
value  to  one-third  of  its  present  nominal 
amount ;  and  every  debtor  would,  in  effect, 
have  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as  he  had 
contracted  for.  The  pressure  of  our  foreign 
debt  would  be  three  times  as  great  as  it  is, 
whilst  the  six  hundred  millions,  which  is  about 
the  sum  now  probably  due  to  the  banks  from 
the  people,  would  be  multiplied  into  eighteen 
hundred  millions. 

But  there  are  some  more  specific  objections 
to  this  project  of  sub-treasuries,  which  deserve 
to  be  noticed.  The  first  is  its  insecurity.  The 
sub-treasurer  and  his  bondsmen  constitute  the 
only  guaranty  for  the  safety  of  the  immense 
sums  of  public  money  which  pass  through  his 
hands.  Is  this  to  be  compared  with  that  which 
is  possessed  through  the  agency  of  banks? 
The  collector,  who  is  to  be  the  sub-treasurer, 
pays  the  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank  to 
the  disbursing  officer.  Here  are  three  checks ; 
you  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  that 
most  important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  ma- 
chinery of  president,  directors,  cashier,  teller, 
and  clerks,  all  of  whom  are  so  many  sentinels. 
At  the  very  moment  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  how  well  his  sub-Treasury  sys- 
tem works,  he  has  communicated  to  Congress  a 
circular,  signed  by  himself,  exhibiting  his  dis- 
trust in  it ;  for  he  directs,  in  that  circular,  that 
the  public  moneys,  when  they  amount  to  a  large 
sum,  shall  be  specially  deposited  with  those 
very  banks  which  he  would  repudiate.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  (other  gentlemen  can  speak 
of  their  respective  States,)  although  it  has  ex- 
isted but  about  forty-five  years,  three  treasur- 
ers, selected  by  the  Legislature  for  their  es- 
tablished characters  of  honor  and  probity, 
proved  faithless.  And  the  history  of  the  de- 
linquency of  one  is  the  history  of  all.  It 
commenced  in  human  weakness,  yielding  to 
earnest  solicitations  for  temporary  loans,  with 
the  most  positive  assurances  of  a  punctual  re- 
turn. In  no  instance  was  there  originally  auy 
intention  to  defraud  the  public.  We  should  not 
expose  poor  weak  human  nature  to  such  temp- 
tations. How  easy  will  it  be,  as  has  been  done, 
to  indemnify  the  sureties  out  of  the  public 
money,  and  squander  the  residue  ? 

2.  Then  there  is  the  liability  to  favoritism. 
In  the  receipts,  a  political  partisan  or  friend 
may  be  accommodated  in  the  payment  of  duties, 
in  the  disbursement,  in  the  purchase  of  bills, 
in  drafts  upon  convenient  and  favorable  offices, 
and  in  a  thousand  ways. 

3.  The  foai'ful  increase  of  Executive  patron- 
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age.  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  new  officers 
are  to  be  created ;  for  this  bill  is  a  mere  com- 
mencement of  the  system,  and  all  are  to  be 
placed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
hobn)  thinks  that  the  Executive  is  now  weak, 
and  that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
its  patronage.  I  wish  to  God  I  could  see  the  sub- 
ject in  the  same  light  tliat  he  does.  I  wish 
that  I  could  feel  free  from  that  alarm  at  Execu- 
tive encroachments  by  which  he  and  I  were  so 
recently  animated.  When  and  how,  let  me  ask, 
has  that  power,  lately  so  fearful  and  formidable, 
suddenly  become  so  weak  and  harmless  ? 
Where  is  that  corps  of  one  hundred  thousand 
office-holders  and  dependants  whose  organized 
strength,  directed  by  the  will  of  a  single  man, 
was  lately  held  up  in  such  vivid  colors  and 
powerful  language  by  a  report  made  by  the 
Senator  himself  ?  When  were  they  disbanded  ? 
What  has  become  of  proscription  ?  Its  victims 
may  be  exhausted,  but  the  spirit  and  the  pow- 
er which  sacrificed  them  remain  unsubdued. 
What  of  the  dismissing  power  ?  What  of  the 
veto  ?  Of  that  practice  of  withholding  bills, 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  still  more  repre- 
hensible than  the  abuses  of  the  veto?  Of 
Treasury  orders,  put  in  force  and  maintained 
in  defiance  and  contempt  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority ?  And,  although  last,  not  least,  of  that 
expunging  power  which  degraded  the  Senate, 
and  placed  it  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive  ? 

Which  of  all  these  enormous  powers  and 
pretensions  has  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
disavowed  ?  So  far  from  disclaiming  any  one 
of  them,  has  he  not  announced  his  intention  to 
follow  in  the  very  footsteps  of  his  predecessor  ? 
And  has  he  not  done  it  ?  Was  it  against  the 
person  of  Andrew  Jackson  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  so  ably  co-operated  with 
us?  No,  sir,  no,  sir,  no.  It  was  against  his 
usurpations,  as  we  believed  them ;  against  his 
arbitrary  administration ;  above  all,  against 
that  tremendous  and  frightful  augmentation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  that  we  patriotically  but  vainly 
contended.  The  person  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
is  changed,  but  there  stands  the  Executive  pow- 
er, perpetuated  in  all  its  vast  magnitude,  undi- 
minished, reasserted,  and  overshadowing  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  Every 
trophy  which  the  late  President  won  from  them 
now  decorates  the  Executive  mansion.  Every 
power  which  he  tore  from  a  bleeding  constitu- 
tion, is  now  in  the  Executive  armory,  ready,  as 
time  and  occasion  may  prompt  the  existing  in- 
cumbent, whoever  he  may  be,  to  be  thundered 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
course  of  others,  I  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth 
to  say,  that,  in  deprecating  the  election  of  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Magistrate,  it  was  not  from  any  private  con- 
siderations, but  because  I  considered  it  would 
be  a  great  calamity  to  my  country ;  and  that, 


in  whatever  opposition  I  made  to  measures  of 
his  administration,  which  more  than  realized 
my  very  worst  apprehensions,  I  was  guided 
solely  by  a  sense  of  public  duty.  And  I  do 
now  declare  my  solemn  and  unshaken  convic- 
tion that,  until  the  Executive  power,  as  enlarg- 
ed, extended,  and  consolidated  by  him,  is  re- 
duced within  its  true  constitutional  limits,  there 
is  no  permanent  security  for  the  liberties  and 
happiness  of  this  people. 

4.  Lastly,  pass  this  bill,  and  whatever  divorce 
its  friends  may  profess  to  be  its  aim,  that  peril- 
ous union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  so  justly 
dreaded  by  our  British  and  Revolutionary  an- 
cestors, becomes  absolute  and  complete.  And 
who  can  doubt  it  who  knows  that  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  and 
every  sub-Treasurer,  the  President  claims  the 
power  to  exercise  uncontrolled  sway  ?  To  exact 
implicit  obedience  to  his  will  ? 

The  Message  states  that,  in  the  process  both 
of  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,  the  officers  who  perform  it  act  under 
the  Executive  commands ;  and  it  argues  that, 
therefore,  the  custody  also  of  the  Treasury 
might  as  well  be  confided  to  the  Executive 
care.  I  think  the  safer  conclusion  is  directly 
opposite.  The  possession  of  so  much  power 
over  the  national  treasure  is  just  cause  of  re- 
gret, and  furnishes  a  strong  reason  for  dimin- 
ishing it,  if  possible,  but  none  for  its  increase, 
none  for  giving  the  whole  power  over  the  purse 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

Entertaining  the  views  which  I  have  present- 
ed, it  may  be  asked  why  I  do  not  at  once  pro- 
pose the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  I 
have  already  adverted  to  the  cause.  Consti- 
tuted as  Congress  now  is,  I  know  that  such  a 
proposition  would  be  defeated ;  and  that  it 
would  be  therefore  useless  to  make  it.  I  do 
not  desire  to  force  upon  the  Senate,  or  upon 
the  country,  against  its  will,  if  I  could,  my 
opinion,  however  sincerely  and  strongly  enter- 
tained. If  a  national  bank  be  established,  its 
stabihty  and  its  utility  will  depend  upon  the 
general  conviction  which  is  felt  of  its  necessity. 
And  until  such  a  conviction  is  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  people,  and  clearly  manifested  by 
them,  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  unwise 
even  to  propose  a  bank. 

Of  the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  EivBs)  I  think  now  as  I  thought  in  1834. 
1  do  not  believe  that  any  practicable  connection 
of  State  banks  can  supply  a  general  currency, 
be  a  safe  depository  of  the  public  moneys,  or 
act  efficiently  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  General 
Government.  I  was  not  then  opposed  to  the 
State  banks  in  their  proper  sphere.  I  thought 
that  they  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  form  ex- 
clusively a  banking  system  for  tho  country, 
although  they  were  essential  parts  of  a  general 
system. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator,  considered 
as  a  measure  to  bring  about  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  so  much  desired,  I  think  must 
fail.    The  motive  which  it  holds  out  of  the 
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receivability  in  all  payments  to  the  Govern- 
ment, of  the  paper  of  such  banks  as  may  re- 
sume by  a  given  day,  coupled  with  the  condi- 
tions proposed,  is  wholly  inadequate.  It  is  an 
offer  to  eight  hundred  banks ;  and  the  revenue 
payment  of  which  in  their  notes  is  held  out  as 
the  inducement,  amounts  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  liillions.  To  entitle  them  to  the 
inconsiderable  extension  of  their  circulation, 
which  would  result  from  the  credit  given  by 
Government  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them,  they 
are  required  to  submit  to  a  suppression  of  all 
notes  below  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant 
period_  to  all  below  twenty.  The  enlargement 
of  their  circulation,  produced  by  making  it  re- 
ceivable by  Government,  would  be  much  less 
than  the  contraction  which  would  arise  from 
the  suppression  of  the  prohibited  notes.  Be- 
sides, if  the  quality  proposed  again  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  notes  of  these  local  banks  was 
insufficient  to  prevent  the  suspension,  how  can 
it  be  efficacious  enough  to  stimulate  a  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  ? 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  if  called  upon  to  give  a 
vote  between  the  project  of  the  administration 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, vote  for  the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless, 
if  it  effects  no  good,  and  looks  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  State  banks ;  whilst  the  other  is 
fraught  with  mischiefs,  as  I  believe,  and  tends, 
if  it  be  not  designed,  to  the  ntter  destruction 
of  those  institutions.  But,  preferring  to  either 
the  postponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  I  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  vote  for 
that. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  are  the  views  which  I 
entertain  on  the  present  state  of  our  public  af- 
fairs. It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  can 
perceive  no  remedy,  but  such  as  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves.  Whenever  they  shall 
impress  upon  Congress  a  conviction  of  that 
which  they  wish  applied,  they  will  obtain  it, 
and  not  before.  In  the  mean  time,  let  ns  go 
home  and  mix  with  and  consult  our  constitu- 
ents. And  do  not,  I  entreat  you,  let  us  carry 
with  us  the  burning  reproach,  that  our  meas- 
ures here  display  a  selfish  solicitude  for  the 
Government  itself,  but  a  cold  and  heartless  in- 
sensibility to  the  sufferings  of  a  bleeding 
people. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded  his  remarks. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  King's  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bill  until  December  next, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Tipton,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
liams— 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell  Pierce,  Preston,  Elves,  Eoano,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadgo,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright,  Young— 27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  the  action  on  the 


sub-Treasury  bill  was  informally  suspended  till 
to-morrow,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  the  two 
following  bills  were  successively  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
viz: 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  New  York ;  and 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  1837. 

Mr.  Weight  further  stated,  that  though  he 
was  anxious  for  the  bill  authorizing  the  deposit 
of  merchandise  in  public  stores  to  be  acted  on 
without  delay,  yet,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  expressed  a  wish 
for  its  further  postponement,  unless  the  Senate 
wished  otherwise,  he  should  pass  it  by  at  pres- 
ent, and  call  it  up  in  a  few  days. 


Tuesday,  September  26. 
A  National  Banh. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  petitions  from  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis, 
and  other  quarters,  for  a  United  States  bank. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted." 

Mr.  Ot,ay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  not  see 
much  utility  in  acting  on  a  negative  resolution 
of  this  kind.  He  recollected  but  one  example 
of  a  similar  resolution,  and  that  was  during  the 
session  of  Congress  when  the  declaration  of  the 
late  war  was  made  against  Great  Britain.  The 
resolution  was  offered  by  that  most  extraordi- 
nary man,  now  no  more,  Mr.  Randolph,  of 
Virginia.  Learning  that  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Madison  to  Congress  would  recommend  a  dec- 
laration of  war,  he  rose  in  his  place,  two  or 
three  days  before  it  was  presented,  and  offered 
a  resolution  similar  to  this,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent to  declare  war  against  Great  Britain.  It 
was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  other, 
without  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  declared 
yesterday,  that  it  was  expedient  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time;  and  he 
would  submit  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  were 
not  better  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  the  resolution  now  stood  under  present 
circumstances.  Mr.  C.  thought  they  had  better 
not  now  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
much  as  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  relieve 
the  country.  But,  if  it  was  not  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  0.  moved  to  amend  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing substitute : 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  establish  a 
United  States  bank  whenever  it  shall  be  manifested 
that  a  clear  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  in  favor  of  such  an  institution. 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 
After  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  each 
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proposition,  and  on  Mr.  Clay's  substitute  first, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Prentiss, 
Eobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Webster 
— 14. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Morris,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Norvell,  Kives,  Koane,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Wilhams,  Wright,  Young— 26. 

The  original  resolution  as  reported  by  the 
committee,  was  then  adopted,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Eives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wright,  Young — 31. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Eobbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Webster — 
14. 


Wednesday,  September  27. 

Sub- Treasury  Bill. 

The  bill  imposing  additional  duties  on  public 
officers,  making  them  depositaries  of  the  public 
revenue,  together  with  Mr.  Calhoun's  amend- 
ment thereto,  being  taken  up,      . 

[Mr  Walker  followed  Mr.  Clay,  and  replied  to 
him,  point  by  point,  on  all  the  causes  alleged  by  him 
as  producing  the  present  distress ;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded :] 

But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  tells  us  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  would  increase 
Executive  patronage.  Now,  the  bill  creates  no 
additional  officers ;  it  gives  to  the  President  no 
additional  control  over  the  existing  officers ;  it 
merely  imposes  additional  duties  upon  existing 
officers,  requiring  them  not  only  to  receive,  but 
to  keep  safely,  without  use  or  loan,  till  the 
period  of  disbursement,  the  public  moneys.  I 
can  see  here  no  increase  of  Executive  patron- 
age. But  this  question  must  be  examined  by 
comparison  with  the  proposed  substitute, 
namely,  a  re-adoption  of  the  deposit  bank  sys- 
tem. Now,  no  argument  has  heretofore  been 
more  strongly  urged  by  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  than  the  vast  and  increasing 
patronage  the  deposit  bank  system  would  con- 
fer upon  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
These  banks  were  denominated  pet  banks — the 
President's  banks — and  again  and  again  was  it 
said  that  the  late  President  desired  to  retain 
thesurplus  in  these  banks,  (these  miserable  de- 
posit banks,  as  they  were  then  expressly  caUed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,)  with  a  view  to 
influence  the  approaching  election.  Nor  was 
this  argument  confined  to  this  chamber ;  but  in 


the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session, 
a  committee  was  raised  by  the  opposition  to 
prove,  among  other  things,  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  influence  of  the  deposit  bank  system, 
as  connected  with  the  agent  of  that  system, 
and  the  Treasury  Department.  It  would  be 
really  amusing  to  read  some  of  the  speeches  of 
the  opposition  members  at  that  period,  denounc- 
ing the  corrupting  influences  of  the  deposit 
bank  system,  and  the  vast  patronage  it  confer- 
red upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
have  not  time  to  read  these  speeches  to  the 
Senate ;  but,  from  the  documents  presented  by 
this  committee,  I  will  refer  to  two  letters  by 
them  published.  The  first  is  from  the  cashier 
of  the  deposit  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 
under  date  of  January  25,  1836.  The  cashier 
says :  "  Being  located  in  the  same  place  where 
a  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  estab- 
lished, and  as  we  are  a  deposit  bank,  when  the 
branch  here  discontinued  its  operations,  the 
public  seemed  to  expect  that  we  could  at  once 
afford  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations 
that  they  enjoyed  when  the  branch  was  doing 
business.  There  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our 
directors,  a  desire  to  meet  this  expectation ; 
and  the  consequences  have  been  that  a  very 
sensible  change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in 
favor  of  the  Government :  and,  as  it  is  our  de- 
sire to  strengthen  that  sentiment,  we  feel  that 
it  is  important  to  afford  our  farmers  and  mer- 
chants, the  coming  spring,  a  pretty  extensive 
accommodation,  in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
clip." 

Here  the  sensible  political  change  in  favor  of 
the  Government,  produced  by  this  bank  deposi- 
tory, is  clearly  stated,  and  the  importance  of 
augmenting  it,  by  enabling  the  bank  to  dis- 
count more  freely  on  the  Government  deposits, 
is  strongly  urged  by  the  cashier  of  the  bank. 
I  might  detain  the  Senate  for  weeks  by  quo- 
tations from  similar  letters ;  but  only  make  one 
other  reference.  It  is  to  the  letter  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  cashier  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  of  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  December  16,  1833,  and  is 
as  follows : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  officers  and  directors  in  the 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
friends  of  the  administration,  and  of  the  revered 
chief  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  do  solicit  a 
portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the  terms  as 
those  most  favorable  to  the  Government." 

Can  any  man  peruse  this  letter  without  feel- 
ings of  loathing  and  disgust? — yet  it  is  from 
fourteen  of  the  most  respectable  bankers  of  our 
great  commercial  metropolis.  Does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  dangerous  tendencies  and  in- 
fluences of  this  deposit  bank  system  ?  An  en- 
tire bank,  through  all  its  officers  and  directors, 
soliciting  "  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of 
the  United  States  Treasury,"  on  the  grounds 
that  they  were  "  friends  of  the  administration !  " 
This  report,  published  in  March  last,  containing 
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these  documents,  I  never  pei-used  till  after  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.     The  de- 
posit hank  system,  it  is  well  known,  in  Missis- 
sippi was,  in  its  origin,  no  favorite  measure  of 
mine ;  in  fact,  it  was  the  first  measure  of  our 
patriotic  President  to  which  I  had  ever  express- 
ed any  dissent ;  and  I  only  afterwards  gave  it 
my  reluctant  assent  as  an  alternative  to  what 
the  developments  of  the  spring  of  1834  demon- 
strated to  Ije  a  greater  evil,  and  still  more  dan- 
gerous measure,  the  estahlishment  of  any  hank 
of  the  United  States.    But  who  can  peruse 
these  letters,  and  deny,  in  the  face  of  the 
American  people,  that  this  deposit  bank  system 
did  enormously  increase  the  power  and  fiscal 
patronage  of  the  Government,  and  that  in  the 
hands  of   a  corrupt   Secretary,  and  aspiring 
President,  it  might  he  made  a  political  engine 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  alarming  character? 
That  it  was  not  so  used,  or  attempted  to  he 
used,  by  our  venerable  President,  or  incorrupt- 
ible Secretary,  is  proved  by  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  reports  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red ;  but  that  it  was  susceptible  of  such  abuse 
is  also  as  clearly  demonstrated.    And  what  is 
the  extent  of  this  "  fiscal  patronage  ?  "     Why, 
by  the  last  return  of   the  Secretary  of   the 
Treasury  we  see,  under  the  last  law,  the  num- 
ber of  deposit  banks  increased  to  eighty-nine, 
with  upwards  of  eighty  millions   of  capital, 
and  discounts  of  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  this  immense  moneyed  power 
was  subjected  to  the  influence  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  for  the  whole 
bank  correspondence  will  clearly  demonstrate 
that  many  of  these  banks,  from  time  to  time, 
owed  their  very  existence  to  the  forbearance 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  often 
a  Treasury  draft  or  transfer  warrant  would 
have  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 
True  it  is,  that  all  of  the  deposit  banks  could 
not  thus  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary; 
yet  the  profits  of  all  would  be  greatly  influ- 
enced by  the  amount  of  revenue  he  deposited 
with,  or  withdrew  from  them.     What,  then, 
was  this  power  2     It  was  a  power  over  eighty- 
nine  of  the  strongest  confederated  banks  in  the 
Union,  with  this  enormous  amount  of  loans  and 
capital,  and    with   stockholders,  debtors,  and 
customers,  at  least  o'ne  hundred  thousand  in 
number,  all  affected  by  the  movements  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  distribution 
or  withdrawal  of  the  deposits.     In  May  last, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  necessarily 
distributed  among  these  institutions  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  public   deposits.    What  a 
tremendous  extent  of  power  and  patronage  1 
Why,  sir,  it  was  almost  the  lever  of  Archime- 
des ;  and,  if  this  system  had  gone  on  progress- 
ing and  augmenting,  soon,  very  soon,  the  banks, 
by  their  power,  must  have  controlled  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the   Government  controlled    the 
banks.    And  now,  when  the  President  proposes 
to   surrender  all  this  money,  and  power,  and 
patronage,  to  dissolve  this  dangerous  connection 


between  the  banks  and  the  Government,  shall 
he  be  opposed  in  this  measure  by  those  who  so 
lately  denounced  the  whole  deposit  bank  system 
as  the  very  climax  of  political  corruption? 
And  what  do  we  see  now  ?  Why,  this  career 
of  illimitable  discounts  by  banks  on  Govern- 
ment deposits  is  closed  for  the  prseent,  and 
the  still  more  dangerous  attitude  is  exhibited, 
in  which  it  is  but  too  probable  that  very  many 
of  the  banks  may  soon  be  sued  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  recover  the  public  moneys,  or  rather 
the  States  that  own  in  whole  or  in  part  so 
many  of  these  banks,  and  the  debtors  that  owe 
them ;  for,  as  the  banks  can  only  collect  their 
moneys  by  suits  against  their  debtors,  to  sue 
the  banks  at  present  is  to  sue  the  people.  It 
was  in  view  of  this  state  of  facts  that  I  suc- 
ceeded, a  few  days  since,  in  prolonging  the  time 
given  to  the  deposit  banks  to  make  payment  to 
the  Government  from  two,  five,  and  eight,  to 
four,  six,  and  nine  months,  being  the  longest 
extension  I  could  obtain  for  them ;  and,  upon 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  the  two  last 
ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  will  be,  still  further 
prolonged  at  the  next  session.  But  I  could  not 
but  feel  humiliated,  by  the  reflection  that  so 
many  of  my  most  worthy  constituents — includ- 
ing two  of  our  largest  State  institutions,  and 
the  State  itself  the  principal  proprietor  of  one 
of  them — should  be  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  a  suit  against  any  of  them  could  in  any 
event  be  resorted  to— a  position  arising  out  of 
this  most  nnholy  connection  between  the  banks 
and  the  Treasury — a  connection  of  unmixed 
evils,  disastrous  to  the  banks,  the  States,  the 
people,  and  the  Government. 

Well,  then,  may  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhottn,)  who  has  on  this  floor 
so  repeatedly  opposed  the  augmentation  of 
Executive  power — well  may  he  support  the  biU 
now  nnder  consideration ;  because  it  not  only 
adds  nothing  to  Executive  patronage,  but  takes 
from  it  that  alarming  patronage  and  power  that 
it  could  have  acquired  through  the  deposit  bank 
system.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
is  right ;  and  I  hail  him  back  with  pleasure,  on 
this  question,  to  the  ranks  of  the  democracy, 
of  which  he  was  so  long  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment, when  in  March,  1824,  I  assisted  in  the 
great  democratic  convention  of  my  native  State 
in  nominating  him  upon  the  Jackson  ticket  for 
the  second  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  Sir, 
if  he  can  go  no  further  with  ns,  let  him  at  least 
aid  us  in  breaking  down  this  overshadowing 
Executive  power,  this  dangerous  and  corrupting 
fiscal  patronage,  growing  out  of  this  unhallowed 
confederacy  of  bank  and  State,  throwing  aside 
all  other  considerations,  and  sacrificing  his 
personal  prejudices  on  the  altar  of  his  country's 
good.  Sir,  I  have  heard  much  about  Executive 
patronage  as  lurking  in  some  of  the  features  of 
this  bill ;  but  if  it  be  so,  it  must  be  deeply  con- 
cealed indeed,  for  no  one  has  pointed  out  how 
it  is  accomplished.  Vague  and  general  denun- 
ciation we  have  indeed  had,  but  how  one  iota 
of  power  or  patronage  wiU  be  conferred  on  the 
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President  by  this  bill,  in  addition  to  that  -which 
he  already  possesses,  has  not  been  designated ; 
but  were  it  so,  the  bank  patronage,  of  which 
this  bill  deprives  him,  would  be  infinitely  great- 
er. The  receivers,  who  are  made  depositories 
for  safe-keeping  only  until  disbursement,  were 
already  depositories  until  the  transfer  of  the 
pubRc  moneys  to  the  banks ;  and  this  bill  only 
dispenses  with  one  class  of  this  double  set  of 
depositories — the  banks.  The  machinery  was 
thus  made  more  complex  and  dangerous.  The 
money  collected  by  the  Government  from  the 
people  was  not  loaned  out  to  the  people  who 
paid  it,  but  deposited  with  banks,  to  be  loaned 
out  by  them  to  bank  favorites,  and  to  increase 
the  dividends  of  a  few  incorporated  stockhold- 
ers. The  people  were  taxed  for  revenue,  to  be 
converted  into  bank  capital,  stimulating  their 
over-issues,  and  rendering  their  condition  more 
fluctuating  and  precarious.  The  fluctuation  of 
banking  business  is  bad  enough  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. Why,  then,  should  we  augment 
their  natural  tendency  to  over-issue  by  Govern- 
ment deposits?  Will  not  the  banks  issue 
enough  of  paper  without  this  artificial  stimu- 
lus? Why,  then,  should  the  Government  in- 
flate their  issues,  and  drive  them  on  more 
rapidly  to  explosion  ?  Why  not  let  them  bank 
upon  their  own  capital  and  their  own  credit, 
without  depending  upon  the  Government  for 
both — for  capital  in  Government  deposits,  and 
for  credit  in  Government  endorsement  for  all 
their  notes,  as  receivable  in  revenue  payments? 
Is  it  not  seen  that  the  most  insolvent  bank  in 
the  Union  might  thus  be  puffed  by  the  Govern- 
ment into  great  and  extensive  temporary  im- 
portance, and  then,  when  the  Government 
patronage  was  withdrawn,  their  depreciated 
paper  fall  dead  and  worthless  in  the  hands  of 
an  unsuspecting  community  ? 

The  President's  Message  is  against  the  ex- 
tension of  Executive  patronage.  Its  cardinal 
doctrine  is  this :  "A  limitation  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of 
the  revenue  to  those  expenses."  This,  then,  is 
the  President's  doctrine,  openly  avowed  in  his 
Message — reduce  your  expenses,  reduce  your 
revenues.  This  was  the  flag  under  which  I 
have  fought  ever  since  entering  this  chamber ; 
it  is  the  flag  under  which  I  opposed  your  ex- 
travagant bills  for  local  and  sectional  improve- 
ments ;  it  is  the  principle  I  espoused  at  the  first 
session  of  my  service,  contained  in  my  resolu- 
tion to  reduce  the  revenue  from  the  tariff  and 
public  lands  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
It  is  the  great  principle  contained  in  the  land 
bill  proposed  by  me,  reducing  to  settlers  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  and  confining  the 
sales  to  them ;  it  is  the  great  principle  upon 
which  I  relied  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariff, 
and  especially  the  abolishing  of  the  duty  upon 
salt,  that  most  odious  duty  upon  light  and  heat, 
in  forming  salt  from  solar  evaporation  ;  and, 
lastly,  it  is  the  great  principle  upon  which,  at 
the  first  as  well  as  the  last  session,  I  opposed, 
iu  every  form,  the  surplus  distribution  policy, 


that  mother  of  tariffs,  banks,  and  of  the  very 
catastrophe  which  now  overwhelms  us.  Re- 
duction of  the  expenses  and  of  the  revenue, 
economy  in  all  public  expenditures,  and  no 
"  interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen." 
"  No  special  favors  to  individuals  or  any  classes 
of  them,  to  create  systems  of  agriculture,  man- 
ufactures, or  trade."  These  are  the  doctrines 
of  the  Message ;  and  do  they  enlarge  Executive 
patronage?  How  is  Executive  patronage  en- 
larged ?  It  is  chiefly  by  extending  the  powers 
of  this  Government,  and  augmenting  its  rev- 
enues; for  every  increase  of  the  powers  and 
revenue  of  the  Government,  is  an  augmentation 
of  the  power  of  the  Executive  functionary.  This 
the  Message  avoids ;  but  what  measures  would 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  give  us  to  reduce 
Executive  patronage?  His  policy  would  give 
us  a  quadruple  alliance  between  the  surplus, 
the  bank,  the  tariff,  and  internal  improvements, 
all  certainly  tending  to,  and  terminating  in,  a 
national  debt,  to  create  a  new  tariff.  The 
tariff  to  regulate  the  whole  industry  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  Union,  and  build  up  vast 
manufacturing  establishments  by  the  extension 
and  perversion  of  the  taxing  power  of  this 
Government.  A  great  national  bank,  to  grow 
rich  upon  the  revenue  deposited  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tariff,  deriving  its  profits  from 
Government  moneys,  and,  of  course,  the  ally 
of  the  administration  which  feeds  and  created 
it.  The  internal  improvement  policy,  growing 
and  extending  with  the  increase  of  the  tariff, 
and  making  roads  and  canals  in  some  favored 
States,  by  taxes  collected  from  the  whole  peo- 
ple ;  and,  lastly,  to  give  universality  to  the 
principle,  the  surplus — the  annual  surplus  for 
distribution,  from  sales,  by  townships  and  coun- 
ties at  an  entry,  to  speculators  in  the  public 
lands — a  system  calculated  to  debauch  and  cor- 
rupt the  States ;  to  break  down  every  feeling 
of  State  independence ;  to  feed  them  annually, 
from  the  public  Treasury,  mere  stipendiaries 
upon  our  bounty ;  supporting  even  their  State 
Governments  and  State  ofScers  from  the  rev- 
enues of  this  Government.  And  at  the  head 
of  this  mighty  system,  this  consolidation  of  all 
powers  in  this  Government,  would  stand  the 
Executive  of  those  powers — the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  monarch  in  every  thing 
but  a  name.  And,  sir,  this  league  of  State 
banks,  confederated  by  the  Government,  and 
fed  by  the  tariff,  increasing  its  deposits  and 
profits,  would  be  the  next  most  potent  ally  of 
these  systems.  It  would  station  some  hundred 
bank  fortresses  throughout  the  States,  armed 
and  equipped  by  Government  deposits,  and  ex- 
tending Executive  power  and  infiuence.  All 
this  President  Van  Buren  would  avoid.  No, 
sir,  no ;  it  is  not  the  principle  or  policy  of  this 
administration — Give  us  patronage  and  we  will 
make  ourselves  popular. 

But  ifhas  been  said  that  this  bill  establishes, 
in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank.  And  why  ?  Because, 
although  these  depositories  can  neither  use  nor 
loan  the  public  moneys,  where  disbursements 
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are  to  be  made  at  distant  points,  to  avoid  the 
expense  and  patronage  arising  from  a  new  army 
of  officers,  constantly  engaged  in  transporting 
the  specie,  drafts  in  payment  of  its  dues  may 
he  drawn  by  the  Government  on  these  distant 
depositories — drafts  drawn  on  actual  deposits 
of  gold  and  silver ;  and  this  is  called  a  Treasury 
hank,  and  that  too,  by  the  advocates  of  the  de- 
posit bank  system,  by  which  Treasury  drafts, 
checks,  and  warrants  upon  and  by  the  banks 
may  be  drawn  upon  and  by  the  deposit  banks 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government.  It  is 
true,  these  drafts  will  constitute  the  best  ex- 
change in  the  world,  and  thus  far  operate  inci- 
dentally for  the  great  convenience  and  benefit 
of  the  people ;  but  this  is  no  objection  to  the 
system,  for  the  Government  neither  loans  nor 
discounts,  but  simply  pays  the  public  creditor 
in  gold  and  silver,  or  an  order  upon  a  deposit- 
ory, on  which  he  receives  the  specie. 

But  it  is  said  this  bill,  separating  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  will  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  people.  Are  the  banks  the 
people?  No,  sir;  this  bill  will  elevate  the 
people,  and  the  Government  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  above  the  banks,  and  prevent 
them  from  arresting  the  Government,  as  they 
now  do,  by  withholding  the  public  revenue. 
It  will  have  a  still  greater  tendency  to  elevate 
the  people  above  the  banks,  by  diminishing,  by 
its  incidental  operation,  the  amount  of  bank 
paper,  and  increasing  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver — for  the  payment  of  it  into  the 
Treasury  will  be  as  constantly  flowing  out, 
enriching  and  fertilizing  the  whole  country. 

But  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives) 
says  this  bill  will  furnish  one  currency  for  the 
Government,  and  another  for  the  people.  Is  it 
contended  that  the  Government  should  take 
and  pay  out  the  broken  bank  notes  and  local 
shinplasters,  because  the  people  take  them? 
No :  the  Senator  from  Virginia  does  not  pro- 
pose this,  but  only  that  we  should  receive  the 
notes  of  banks  that  resume  specie  payments 
under  the  existing  law.  Now,  what  is  that 
law  ?  I  find  it  embraced  in  the  Senate  journal 
under  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1836,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
entitled  '  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1836.' 

The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, being  under  consideration : 

Sec.  —  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
hereafter  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note,  of  any  denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in 
gold  and  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issued,  and 
Which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place 
where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without 
delay  or  loss  to  him." 


This  provision  was  adopted,  and  is  the  law  : 
the  vote  in  the  Senate  being  yeas  22,  nays  13, 
my  own  vote  being  recorded  in  its  favor. 
Now,  this  is  the  law,  and  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  does  not  propose  to  change  it.  Now, 
are  these  bank  notes  that  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  would  permit, the  Government  to  pay 
out  and  receive,  actually  "  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  on  the  spot 
at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him  ?  "  Then  the  result  of  the  law,  as 
that  Senator  would  have  it  remain,  is  the  same 
in  its  operation  in  this  respect  as  th6  bill  now 
before  us :  gold  and  silver,  or  its  fuU  equivalent, 
being  the  effect  of  either  system.  But  if  this 
be  not  so,  and  these  bank  notes  he  in  fact  a 
baser  currency  than  gold  or  silver,  what  right 
or  power  has  this  Government  to  force  this 
baser  currency  upon  the  people  by  public  dis- 
bursements, when  this  Government  can  make 
nothing  but  gold  or  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the 
payment  of  debts  ?  No,  sir  :  the  operation  of 
this  bill  will  be  to  improve  the  currency  of  the 
whole  people  by  its  incidental  effects  in  dimin- 
ishing bank  paper  issues,  and  enlarging,  at  least 
to  that  extent,  the  general  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver.  But  the  deposit  bank  system  will, 
indeed,  force  a  doubtful  and  uncertain  bank 
paper  circulation  upon  the  people,  convertible 
into  specie  one  day,  and  inconvertible  and  de- 
preciated to-morrow. 

"We  have  been  told  that  the  terms  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State,  as  reminding  the  people  of  the 
divorce  of  church  and  State,  are  popular  catch- 
words. I  have  not  used  these  terms,  although 
I  firmly  believe  that  the  union  of  bank  and 
State  would  soon  prove  as  fatal  to  liberty  as 
the  union  of  church  and  State ;  but,  let  me 
ask,  are  not  the  terms  used  upon  the  other  side 
— one  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for 
the  Government,  and  the  terms  separating  the 
Government  from  the  people,  mere  popular 
catchwords,  which  will  not  bear,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  slightest  examination.  It  is  said  this 
bill  will  destroy  credit,  by  impairing  confidence 
in  banks.  Have  not  we  had  too  much  confi- 
dence in  banks,  and  have  they  not  proved  the 
greatest  and  universal  destroyers  of  all  credit 
and  all  confidence  ?  Yes,  these  very  hanks,  by 
their  expansions,  contractions,  and  failures,  de- 
stroyed all  confidence  and  all  credit,  not  only 
in  themselves,  but  also  between  man  and  man, 
and  almost  between  nation  and  nation.  It  is  the 
banks  that  render  prices,  confidence,  and  credit, 
fluctuating  and  uncertain ;  and,  before  their 
existence,  the  page  of  history  tells  that  confi- 
dence and  credit,  between  man  and  man,  were 
infinitely  more  universal,  and  that  protest  of 
bills  of  exchange  and  mercantile  failures  were 
then  almost  wholly  unknown.  Specie  was  not 
hoarded,  nor  credit  withheld  from  honest  in- 
dustry, but  universally  extended,  unchecked  by 
that  overthrow  of  all  confidence  and  all  credit, 
arising  from  expansions,  contractions,  and  ex- 
plosions of  the  bank  paper  system.  "We  are 
told  that  confidence,  coniadence,  is  the  magic 
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word,  and  the  Government  has  only  to  breathe 
into  these  banks  the  breath  of  confidence,  and 
all  will  be  well.  Sir,  if  these  banks,  limited 
and  restrained  by  the  State  Legislatures,  ought 
to  be  continued,  I  would  rather,  by  the  ultimate 
incidental  operation  of  this  bill,  push  a  little 
more  of  their  paper  out  of  circulation,  and  much 
more  specie  into  the  vaults,  than  all  the  false  and 
delusive  confidence  that  could  be  excited  by 
the  Government  endorsement  of  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three  suspended  State  banks. 

This  Government's  endorsement,  with  its 
mighty  surplus  deposited  in  State  banks,  has 
been  the  fruitful  cause  of  nearly  all  our  dis- 
asters, and  I  shall  never  attempt  to  renew  them 
by  re-adopting  the  system  from  which  these 
evils  flowed.  The  danger  is  not  of  our  having 
too  few  banks,  and  too  little  paper,  but  pre- 
cisely the  reverse.  To  repress  this  evil  ten- 
dency, should  be  the  ultimate  aim  of  every 
patriotic  statesman.  It  is  too  many  banks,  and 
too  much  paper,  that  has  involved  us  in  too 
much  debt,  and  more  banks  and  more  bank 
paper  would  only  aggravate  the  evils. 

The  State  banks,  so  far  as  regards  their  mere 
discontinuance  immediately  as  Government  de- 
positories, will  be  precisely  where  they  were 
before  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  And  as  to 
the  exclusion  of  bank  paper  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, it  takes  effect  only  in  full  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1842.  The  bill  proceeds,  as  regards 
its  operation  on  bank  paper,  by  wise,  salutary, 
cautious,  and  progressive  steps,  keeping  in  view 
the  existing  difiiculties,  and  the  necessity  of 
abstaining  from  any  measure  calculated  to  in- 
jure or  embarrass  the  people.  The  operation 
of  this  measure  upon  the  banks  is  much  less 
than  is  generally  supposed.  It  is  much  less 
than  the  regulating  and  checking  power  claimed 
for  the  United  States  Bank ;  for  that,  if  faith- 
fully executed,  would  demand  weekly  balances 
in  gold  and  silver  or  its  equivalent,  from  all  the 
State  banks,  not  only  for  "  their  notes  received 
in  revenue  payments,"  but  also  for  "their  notes 
received  for  the  engagements  to  the  bank,"  cre- 
ating thus  a  double  check  upon  their  issues. 

I  have  shown  that  this  article  never  was  or 
would  be  faithfully  executed ;  but  the  precise 
ultimate  effect  upon  State  banks  of  this  meas- 
ure would  be  this :  Supposing  the  annual  public 
revenues  to  be  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  six  millions  would  be  the  average  amount 
in  Treasury  depositories  received  for  public 
dues,  the  banks  would  be  required  to  check 
their  issues  so  as  always  to  be  ready  to  furnish 
six  millions  of  specie  annually  for  revenue  pay- 
ments. Now,  the  entire  moneyed  transactions 
of  this  country  in  a  year  are  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand  millions  of  dollars,  so  that  if  the  de- 
mand of  the  Government  upon  the  banks  for 
six  millions  be  the  criterion,  it  will  be  equal 
only  to  less  than  one  per  cent,  of  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  whole  country ;  or  if  twenty 
millions,  to  less  than  two  per  cent,  of  these 
transactions,  leaving  all  this  vast  field  of  trade 
and  business  open  for  the  action  of  the  banks. 


They  lose  the  Government  deposits  and  Gov- 
ernment credit,  and  are  left  to  bank,  as  they 
ought,  on  their  own  capital  and  their  own 
credit.  But  what  is  most  important  in  separat- 
ing the  banks  and  the  Government,  is  the  sep- 
aration of  money,  business,  and  politics,  the 
fatal  union  of  which  must  always  be  the  fruit- 
ful source  of  panics  and  pressures. 

Whilst,  then,  this  measure,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect  upon 
the  whole  country,  it  is  to  me  an  inexpressible 
gratification,  that  to  the  sunny  South  it  will 
prove  a  fountain  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
war  of  over-expanded  credit  upon  labor  and  its 
products,  aided  by  a  great  national  bank  at 
some  distant  capital,  or  by  the  concentration  at 
or  near  the  same  point  of  the  great  northern 
banking  capital,  sustained  by  the  Government 
deposits  and  endorsements,  must  cease,  and 
paper  credit  and  the  products  of  labor  left  a 
fair  field,  without  artificial  aid,  will  find  labor 
and  its  products  rising  in  the  scale  of  import- 
ance and  infiuence,  and  leaving  the  great  staple 
States  a  fair  opportunity  of  carrying  out  their 
own  exports,  and  introducing  their  own  im- 
ports, and  the  balances  in  gold  and  silver,  the 
real,  solid,  substantial  business  of  their  banks 
being  more  safely  augmented  than  all  the  ruin- 
ous aid  they  can  ever  receive  from  Government 
patronage.  And  now,  sir,  if  the  distinguished 
Senators  opposed  to  the  administration  on  this 
fioor  will  go  home  to  their  constituents,  and 
explain  the  full  and  precise  effects  of  this  meas- 
ure, they  can,  in  aiding  the  establishment  of  a 
sound  credit  on  sound  principles — aiding  in  in- 
spn-ing  a  just  confidence  in  the  relief  this  great 
measure  will  ultimately  extend  to  aU  the  great 
interests  of  the  country — they  can  have  almost 
a  moneyed  millenium  dawn  upon  the  country 
at  once.  I  appeal  to  them,  then,  as  patriots, 
with  hearts  overfiowing  with  sympathy  for  the 
distress  of  the  country,  as  we  have  so  repeatedly 
heard  on  this  fioor,  to  unite  with  ns  in  produc- 
ing this  great,  this  glorious  result ;  and  the 
thanks  of  millions  of  grateful  freemen  will  give 
them  more  real  happiness,  more  genuine  conso- 
lation, and  more  true  and  durable  applause,  than 
all  the  party  triumphs  that  could  adorn  the 
proudest  political  conquerors.  Let  them  imi- 
tate the  noble  example  of  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator and  statesman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
laying  down,  in  support  of  this  bill,  his  personal 
and  political  prejudicies,  as  a  burnt  offering 
upon  the  patriot's  altar  of  his  country's  good, 
and  for  them,  also,  the  swelling  heart  of  a 
mighty  nation  will  throb  with  love  and  grat- 
itude. But  should  they  esteem  it  their  duty 
to  determine  otherwise — should  their  inspiring 
eloquence  and  great  intellectual  power  be  ex- 
erted in  appeals  to  the  people  against  this 
measure — should  it  be  represented  as  a  tropical 
tornado,  about  to  sweep  in  its  destructive  career 
over  all  the  great  and  cherished  institutions  of 
our  common  country,  panics  and  pressures  may 
follow  for  a  time  ;  but  soon,  yes,  very  soon,  the 
great  principles  involved  in  this  bill  must  and 
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will  triumph,  and  it  will  tlieu  go  forth  with 
healing  on  its  wings,  hailed  by  the  approving 
voice  of  the  people.  The  measure  itself  will  be 
justly  viewed  as  a  third  declaration  of  Amer- 
ican independence,  and  the  day  of  its  passage 
be  celebrated  in  all  time  to  come  as  a  great  and 
glorious  national  jubilee. 


TnuESDAT,  September  28. 
T?ts  Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue,  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
Houu's  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  Webstek  said:  Mr.  Presiaent,  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message,  to  the 
bill,  and  to  the  amendment  of  the  member  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhotjn.)  In  all  these, 
I  see  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  country ;  but 
I  do  see,  as  I  think,  a  question  involved,  the 
importance  of  which  transcends  all  the  interest 
of  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  state  that  question ;  to 
present  it,  as  well  to  the  country  as  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  to  show  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  as  a 
question  of  practical  politics,  and  in  its  bearing 
on  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  exhibit 
its  importance,  and  to  express  my  own  opinions 
in  regard  to  it. 

A  short  recital  of  events  and  occurrences 
will  show  how  this  question  has  arisen. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  com- 
pleted the  forty-eighth  year  of  its  existence, 
under  the  present  constitution,  on  the  third  day 
of  March  last.  During  this  whole  period,  it 
has  felt  itself  bound  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
currency  of  the  country ;  and  no  administra- 
tion has  admitted  this  obligation,  more  clearly 
or  more  frequently,  than  the  last.  For  the  ful- 
filment of  this  acknowledged  duty,  as  well  as 
to  accomplish  other  useful  purposes,  a  national 
bank  has  been  maintained  for  forty,  out  of 
these  forty-eight  years.  Two  institutions  of 
this  kind  have  been  created  by  law :  one  com- 
mencing in  1791,  and  limited  to  twenty  years, 
and  expiring,  therefore,  in  1811 ;  the  other 
commencing  in  1816,  with  a  like  term  of  dura- 
tion, and  ending,  therefore,  in  1836.  Both 
these  institutions,  each  in  its  time,  accomplish- 
ed their  purposes,  so  far  as  currency  was  con- 
cerned, to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  coun- 
try. But  before  the  last  bank  expired,  it  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  late 
administration.  I  need  not,  at  present,  speak 
of  the  causes  of  this  hostility.  My  purpose  only 
requires  a  statement  of  that  fact,  as  an  import- 
ant one  in  the  chain  of  occurrences.  The  late 
President's  dissatisfaction  of  the  bank  was  inti- 
mated in  his  first  annual  Message,  that  is  to  say, 
in  1829.  But  the  bank  stood  very  well  with 
the  country,  the  President's  known  and  grow- 
ing hostility  notwithstanding;  and  in  1832, 
four  years  before  its  charter  was  to  expire,  both 
Houses  of  Congress  passed  a  biU  for  its  contin- 


uance ;  there  being  in  its  favor  a  large  majority 
of  the  Senate,  and  a  larger  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  bill,  however 
was  negatived  by  the  President.  In  1833^  by 
an  order  of  the  President,  the  public  moneys 
were  removed  from  the  custody  of  the  bank 
and  were  deposited  with  certain  selected  State 
banks.  This  removal  was  accompanied  with 
the  most  confident  declarations  and  assurances, 
put  forth  in  every  form,  by  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  these  State 
banks  would  not  only  prove  safe  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  but  that  they  would  also 
furnish  the  country  with  as  good  a  currency  as 
it  ever  had  enjoyed,  and  probably  a  better ;  and 
would  also  accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished 
in  regard  to  domestic  exchanges.  The  substi- 
tution of  State  banks  for  a  national  institntion, 
for  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  was  that  oper- 
ation, which  has  become  known,  and  is  likely 
to  be  long  remembered,  as  the  "  experiment." 

For  some  years  all  was  said  to  go  on  ex- 
tremely well,  although  it  seemed  plain  enough 
to  a  great  part  of  the  community  that  the  sys- 
tem was  radically  vicious ;  that  its  operations 
were  all  inconvenient,  clumsy,  and  whoEy  in- 
adequate to  the  proposed  ends ;  and  that,  sooner 
or  later,  there  must  be  an  explosion.  The  ad- 
ministration, however,  adhered  to  its  experi- 
ment. The  more  it  was  complained  ef  the 
louder  it  was  praised.  Its  commendation  was 
one  of  the  standing  topics  of  aU  ofiBcial  com- 
munications ;  and  in  his  last  Message,  in  De- 
cember, 1836,  the  late  President  was  more  than 
usually  emphatic  upon  the  great  success  ©f  his 
attempts  to  improve  the  currency,  and  the 
happy  results  of  the  experiment  upon  the  im- 
portant business  of  exchange.  But  a  reverse 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  glories  of  the  ex- 
periment were  soon  to  meet  a  dreadful  blight- 
ing. In  the  early  part  of  May  last,  these  banks 
ail  stopped  payment.  This  event,  of  course, 
produced  great  distress  in  the  country,  and  it 
produced  also  singular  embarrassment  to  the 
administration. 

The  present  administration  was  then  only 
two  months  old ;  but  it  had  already  become 
formally  pledged  to  maintain  the  policy  of  that 
which  had  gone  before  it.  The  President  had 
avowed  his  purpose  of  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  predecessor.  Here,  then,  was  difl3culty. 
Here  was  a  political  knot,  to  be  either  untied 
or  cut.  The  experiment  had  failed,  and  failed, 
as  it  was  thought,  so  utterly  and  hopelessly, 
that  it  could  not  be  tried  again. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done?  Committed 
against  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  strong-- 
est  manner,  and  the  substitute,  from  which  so 
much  was  expected,  having  disappointed  all 
hopes,  what  was  the  administration  to  do  ?  Two 
distinct  classes'of  duties  had  been  performed  in 
•times  past  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
one  more  immediately  to  the  Government,  the 
other  to  the  community.  The  first  was  the  safe- 
keeping and  the  transfer,  when  required,  of  the 
public  moneys ;  the  other  the  supplying  of  a 
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sound  and  convenient  paper  currency,  of  equal 
credit  all  over  the  country,  and  everywhere 
equivalent  to  specie,  and  the  giving  of  most 
important  facilities  to  the  operations  of  ex- 
change. These  objects  were  highly  important, 
and  their  most  perfect  accomplishment  by  the 
experiment  had  been  promised  from  the  first. 
The  State  banks,  it  was  declared,  could  perform 
all  these  duties,  and  should  perform  them.  But 
the  "  experiment "  came  to  a  dishonored  end  in 
the  early  part  of  May.  The  deposit  banks,  with 
the  others,  stopped  payment.  They  could  not 
render  back  the  deposits ;  and  so  far  from  being 
able  to  furnish  a  general  currency,  or  to  assist 
exchanges,  (purposes,  indeed,  which  they  never 
had  fulfilled  with  any  success,)  their  paper  be- 
came immediately  depreciated,  even  in  its  local 
circulation.  What  course,  then,  was  the  ad- 
ministration now  to  adopt?  Why,  sir,  it  is 
plain  that  it  had  but  ono  alternative.  It  must 
either  return  to  the  former  practice  of  the 
Government,  take  the  currency  into  its  own 
hands,  and  maintain  it,  as  well  as  provide  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  by  some 
institution  of  its  own ;  or  else,  adopting  some 
new  mode  of  merely  keeping  the  public  money, 
it  must  abandon  all  further  care  over  currency 
and  exchange.  One  of  these  courses  became 
inevitable.  The  administration  had  no  other 
choice.  The  State  banks  could  be  tried  no 
more,  with  the  opinion  which  the  administra- 
tion now  entertained  of  them;  and  how  else 
could  any  thing  be  done  to  maintain  the  cur- 
rency? In  no  way  but  by  the  establishment 
of  a  national  institution. 

There  was  no  escape  from  this  dilemma. 
One  course  was,  to  go  back  to  that  which  the 
party  had  so  much  condemned;  the  other,  to 
give  up  the  whole  duty,  and  leave  the  currency 
to  its  fate.  Between  these  two,  the  adminis- 
tration found  itself  absolutely  obliged  to  decide ; 
and  it  has  decided,  and  decided  boldly.  It  was 
decided  to  surrender  the  duty,  and  abandon  the 
constitution.  That  decision  is  before  us,  in  the 
Message,  and  in  the  measures  now  under  con- 
sideration. The  choice  has  been  made ;  and 
that  choice,  in  my  opinion,  raises  a  question  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  both  for  the  present  and  all  future 
time.  That  question  is,  whether  Congress  has 
or  ought  to  have,  any  duty  to  perform  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  of  the  country,  beyond  the 
mere  regulation  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  member  from 
South  Carolina  remarked,  the  other  day,  with 
great  frankness  and  good  humor,  that,  in  the 
political  classifications  of  the  times,  he  desired 
to  be  considered  as  nothing  but  an  honest  nul- 
lificr.  That,  he  said,  was  his  character.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  country  will  readily  concede  that 
character  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  For 
one,  certainly,  I  am  willing  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve him  a  very  honest  and  a  very  sincere  nul- 
lifler,  using  the  term  in  the  same  sense  in  which 
he  used  it  himself,  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
apply  it  to  himself.     And  I  am  very  much 


afraid,  sir,  that  (whatever  he  may  think  of  it 
himself)  it  has  been  under  the  influence  of  those 
sentiments,  which  belong  to  his  character  as  a 
nuUifier,  that  he  has  so  readily  and  so  zealously 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. In  my  opinion,  the  Message,  the  bill  be- 
fore us,  and  the  honorable  memljer's  amend- 
ment, form,  together,  a  system,  a  code  of  prac- 
tical politics,  the  direct  tendency  of  which  is  to 
nullify  and  expunge,  or,  perhaps,  more  cor- 
rectly speaking,  by  a  united  and  mixed  process 
of  nullification  and  expunging,  to  abolish  a 
highly  important  and  useful  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  strikes  down  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Government  has  been  administered, 
in  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  currency,  through 
its  whole  history ;  and  it  seeks  to  obliterate, 
or  to  draw  black  lines  around,  that  part  of  the 
constitution  on  which  this  principle  of  adminis- 
tration has  rested.  The  system  proposed,  in  my 
opinion,  is  not  only  anti-commercial,  bnt  anti- 
constitutional  also,  and  anti-imion  in  a  high 
degree. 

You  will  say,  sir,  that  this  is  a  strong  way  of 
stating  an  opinion.  It  is  so.  I  mean  to  state 
the  opinion  in  the  strongest  manner.  I  do  not 
wish,  indeed,  at  every  turn,  to  say,  of  measures 
which  I  oppose,  that  they  either  violate  or  sur- 
render the  constitution.  But  when,  in  all  sober- 
ness and  candor,  I  do  so  think,  in  all  soberness 
and  candor  I  must  so  speak ;  and  whether  the 
opinion  which  I  have  now  expressed  be  true,  let 
the  sequel  decide. 

Now,  sir.  Congress  has  been  called  tc^ether 
in  a  moment  of  great  difijculty.  The  character- 
istic of  the  crisis  is  commercial  distress.  We 
are  not  suffering  from  war,  or  pestilence,  or 
famine ;  and  it  is  alleged  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  that  there  is  no  want  of  revenue. 
Our  means,  it  is  averred,  are  abundant.  And 
yet  the  Government  is  in  distress,  and  the 
country  is  in  distress ;  and  Congress  is  assem- 
bled, by  a  call  of  the  President,  to  provide  re- 
lief. The  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  all  is, 
derangement  of  the  cuireney  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  commercial  credit  is  gone,  and  prop- 
erty no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and 
purposes  of  property.  Government  cannot  use 
its  own  means,  and  individuals  are  alike  unable 
to  command  their  own  resources.  The  opera- 
tions, both  of  Government  and  people,  are  ob- 
structed ;  and  they  are  obstructed  because  the 
money  of  the  country,  the  great  instrument  of 
commerce  and  exchange,  has  become  disordered 
and  useless.  The  Government  has  funds ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  has  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  can- 
not turn  these  credits  into  cash ;  and  individual 
citizens  are  as  bad  off  as  Government.  The 
Government  is  a  great  creditor  and  a  great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  it  disburses  large  sums. 
In  the  loss,  therefore,  of  a  proper  medium  of 
payment  and  receipt.  Government  is  a  suiferei". 
But  the  people  are  sufferers  from  the  same 
causes ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  whole  amount  of 
payments  and  receipts  by  the  people,  in  their 
individual  transactions,  is  many  times  greater 


416 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Senate.] 


Sub-Treasury  Bill, 


[Septembeb,  1837. 


than  the  amount  of  payments  and  receipts  by 
Government,  the  aggregate  of  evil  suifered  by 
the  people  is  also  naany  times  greater  than  that 
suffered  by  Government.  Individuals  have 
means  as  ample,  in  proportion  to  their  vrants, 
as  Government ;  but  they  share  with  Govern- 
ment the  common  calamity  arising  from  the 
overthrow  of  the  currency.  The  honorable 
member  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walkee)  has 
stated,  or  has  quoted  the  statement  from  others, 
that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of  Gov- 
ernment are  twenty  millions  a  year,  the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  of  individuals  are  two  or 
three  hundred  millions.  He  has,  I  think,  un- 
derrated the  amount  of  individual  payments  and 
receipts.  But  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
shows  how  little  a  part  of  the  whole  evil  falls 
on  Government.  The  great  mass  of  suffering 
is  on  the  people. 

_  Now,  sir,  when  we  look  at  the  Message,  the 
bin,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  their  single, 
exclusive,  and  undivided  object  is  found  to  be, 
relief  to  the  Government.  Not  one  single  pro- 
vision is  adopted  or  recommended  with  direct 
reference  to  the  relief  of  the  people.  They  all 
speak  of  revenue,  of  finance,  of  duties  and  cus- 
toms, of  taxes  and  collections ;  and  the  evils 
which  the  people  suffer,  by  the  derangement 
of  the  currency  and  the  exchanges,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  commercial  credit,  instead  of 
being  put  forth  as  prominent  and  leading  ob- 
jects of  regard,  are  dismissed  with  a  slight  inti- 
mation, here  and  there,  that,  in  providing  for 
the  superior  and  paramount  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment, some  incidental  or  collateral  benefits 
may,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  community.  But 
is  Government,  I  ask,  to  care  for  nothing  but 
itself?  Is  self-preservation  the  great  end  of 
Government  ?  Has  it  no  trust  powers  ?  Does 
it  owe  no  duties  but  to  itself?  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  fulfil  all  the  objects  of  its 
creation?  I  think  not.  I  think  Government 
exists,  not  for  its  own  ends,  but  for  the  public 
utility.  It  is  an  agency,  established  to  promote 
the  common  good,  by  common  counsels ;  its 
chief  duties  are  to  the  people ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  strange'  and  preposterous,  in  a  moment  of 
great  and  general  distress,  that  Government 
should  confine  all  its  deliberations  to  the  single 
object  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  convenience, 
its  own  undisturbed  administration. 

I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  I  was  surprised  to  see 
this  general  character  impressed  on  the  face  of 
the  Message.  I  confess  it  appeared  to  me, 
when  the  banks  stopped  payment,  that  the 
administration  had  come  to  a  pass,  in  which  it 
was  unavoidable  that  it  should  take  some  such 
course.  But  that  necessity  was  imposed,  not 
by  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  but  by  its  own  com- 
mitment to  the  line  of  politics  which  its  prede- 
cessor had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged 
itself  to  pursue. 

It  withdraws  its  care  from  the  currency,  be- 
cause it  has  left  itself  no  means  of  performing 
its  own  duties,  connected  with  that  subject.  It 
has  voluntarily  and  on  calculation,  discarded 


and  renounced  the  policy  which  has  been  ap- 
proved for  half  a  century,  because  it  could  not 
return  to  that  policy,  without  admitting  its  own 
inconsistency  and  violating  its  party  pledges. 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter. 

Now,  sir,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is  to 
maintain  two  propositions : 

1.  That  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  this 
Government  to  see  that  a  proper  currency,  suit- 
able to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  to 
the  wants  of  trade  and  business,  as  well  as  to 
the  payment  of  debts  due  to  Government,  be 
maintained  and  preserved ;  a  currency  of  gen- 
eral credit,  and  capable  of  aiding  the  operations 
of  exchange,  so  far  as  those  operations  may  be 
conducted  by  means  of  the  circulating  medium ; 
and  that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolving 
on  Congress,  in  relation  to  currency,  beyond 
the  mere  regulation  of  the  gold  and  silver 
coins. 

3.  That  the  Message,  the  bill,  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  all,  in  effect,  deny  any  such 
duty,  disclaim  all  such  power,  and  confine  the 
constitutional  obligation  of  Government  to  the 
mere  regulation  of  the  coins,  and  the  care  of  its 
own  revenues. 

I  have  well  weighed,  Mr.  President,  and  fully 
considered,  the  first  of  these  propositions,  to 
wit :  that  which  respects  the  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  currency.  I  mean  to 
stand  by  it.  It  expresses,  in  my  judgment,  a 
principle,  fuUy  sustained  by  the  constitution, 
and  by  the  usage  of  the  Government,  and  which 
is  of  the  highest  practical  importance.  With 
this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I  am  willing 
to  stand  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  judg- 
ment which  the  community  shall  ultimately 
pronounce  upon  it.  If  the  country  shall  sus- 
tain it,  and  be  ready,  in  due  time,  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  by  such  means  and  instruments  as 
the  general  opinion  shall  think  best  to  adopt,  I 
shall  co-operate,  cheerfully,  in  any  such  under- 
taking ;  and  shall  look  again,  with  confidence, 
to  prosperity  in  this  branch  of  om*  national  con- 
cerns. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  country  shaU 
reject  this  proposition,  and  act  on  that  rejec- 
tion ;  if  it  shall  decide  that  Congress  has  no 
power,  nor  is  under  any  duty,  in  relation  to  the 
currency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the 
coins ;  then,  upon  that  construction  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress,  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  render  any  substantial  service'  to  the  public 
councils,  on  these  great  interests.  I  admit,  at 
once,  that  if  the  currency  is  not  to  be  preserved 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I 
know  not  how  it  is  to  be  guarded  against  con- 
stantly occurring  disorders  and  derangements. 

[Mr.  Webster  then  argued  at  great  length  in  favor 
of  his  first  proposition,  and  to  show  that  it  was  tlie 
duty  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  paper  as  well  as  the 
metallic  currency,  and  that  the  proper  regulation  of 
the  paper  currency  was  a  national  bank ;  and  con- 
tinued :] 
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When  the  hill  for  the  late  bank  was  called 
up,  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina 
explained  its  objects  in  an  able  speech.  He 
showed  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  national  cur- 
rency ;  the  power  of  Congress  over  such  cur- 
rency, whether  metallic  or  paper ;  and  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  establishing  a  bank, 
as  the  best  means  of  exercising  these  powers 
and  fulfilling  these  duties.  I  agreed  then,  and 
I  agree  now,  to  the  general  sentiment  expressed 
in  that  speech,  heartily  and  entirely.  I  would 
refer  to  it,  on  this  occasion,  both  as  an  able 
argument  and  a  high  authority ;  and  beg  to 
adopt  it,  as  setting  forth,  in  a  strong  light,  ^le 
sentiments  which  I  am  now  endeavoring  to 
enforce. 

[Mr.  CALnotnf  here  rose  to  make  an  explana- 
tion. He  said  that  he  never  saw  the  reporter's 
notes  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  and,  there- 
fore, what  he  did  say,  may  not  have  been  what 
he  would  have  said.  There  were  points  of 
omission  in  that  speech  which  occupied  a  col- 
umn and  a  half  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 
Mr.  0.  said  that  he  took  care  then,  as  now,  to 
fortify  himself,  and  to  leave  a  road  open  to  op- 
pose, at  any  coming  time,  a  national  bank.  He 
then  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  bank,  but 
that  he  submitted  to  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
There  was  then  a  connection  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  banks ;  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  a  right  to  regulate  the  currency, 
there  was  no  means  of  doing  it  but  by  a  na- 
tional bank.  He  had,  both  then,  and  since 
then,  contended  that  Government  had  no  right 
to  have  any  connection  with  any  banks.  In  his 
opinion,  the  United  States  Bank  (which  he  then 
advocated,  and  assisted  to  establish)  was  not 
established  according  to  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  establish  such  a  bank.  He 
acted  contrary  to  his  own  impressions  of  right. 
Many  people  may  do  things  which  they  do  not 
believe  to  be  lawful,  from  necessity.  He  acted 
from  necessity.] 

Mr.  Webstbe,  resuming  his  remarks,  said  he 
thought  the  gentleman  had  said,  formerly,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  question, 
he  felt  thenceforward  precluded  from  opposing 
the  bank  as  being  unconstitutional. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  again  explained  ;  He  (Mr.  0.) 
thought  the  connection  between  Government 
and  banks  was  now  broken,  and  that  set  him 
at  liberty  ;  so  that  now  he  could  oppose  what 
ho  had  then,  and  since,  earnestly  advocated.] 

It  is  not  my  desire,  sir,  to  hold  the  gentleman 
to  a  report  of  his  speech,  which  he  may  choose, 
even  now  to  disclaim.  I  have  never  heard  of 
his  disclaiming  it  before ;  and  even  now,  sir,  I 
do  not  understand  him  as  being  desirous  of  re- 
tracting or  denying  any  thing  contained  in  the 
printed  report  of  his  speech,  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  a  uniform  national  currency.  That 
topic  makes  up  the  sum  and  substance  of  his 
whole  speech.  It  was  the  topic  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  it  was  the  express  purpose  for  wliich  his 
committee  had  been  raised,  and  for  the  aocom- 
plishmont  of  whicli  the  whole  proceeding  was 
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gone  into.  It  was  all  currency,  currency,  cur- 
rency ;  and,  whether  the  gentleman  now  thinks 
the  law  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  he 
cannot  deny  that  his  own  object,  and  the  object 
of  Congress,  was  to  furnish  a  circulating  me- 
dium for  the  country.  And  here,  again,  so  un- 
important, relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or 
deposit  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bank,  that 
the  bill,  as  originally  introduced,  contained  no 
provision  for  that  object.  A  section  was  after- 
wards introduced,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys  with  the  bank,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  should,  at  any  time,  other- 
wise order  and  direct ;  a  reservation  of  power 
to  the  Secretary,  which,  as  I  think,  and  always 
have  thought,  was  greatly  abused,  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  in  1833. 

By  reference  to  the  debates,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  other  friends  of  the  measure  fol- 
lowed up  the  general  ideas  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  supported 
the  bank,  as  a  necessary  agent  or  instrument  for 
establishing,  anew,  a  national  currency,  for  the 
uses  of  commerce  and  exchange. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  sir,  that  the 
Message,  the  bill,  and  the  amendment,  taken 
together,  deny,  in  substance,  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  any  power  or  duty  connected  with  the 
currency,  or  the  exchanges,  beyond  the  mere 
regulation  of  the  coins. 

And,  sir,  is  this  not  true  ?  We  are  to  judge 
of  the  Message  by  what  it  omits,  as  well  as  by 
what  it  proposes.  Congress  is  called  together 
in  a  great  commercial  crisis.  The  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  country  is  arrested  by  a  sudden  dis- 
order of  the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed  ? 
Any  thing  to  restore  this  currency  ?  Any  thing 
with  a  direct  view  of  producing  the  resumption 
of  payment  by  the  banks  ?  Is  a  single  measure 
offered,  or  suggested,  the  main  purpose  of  which 
is  general  relief  to  the  country?  Not  one. 
No,  sir,  not  one.  The  administration  confines 
its  measures  to  the  Government  itself.  It  pro- 
poses a  loan,  by  the  means  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue; 
and  it  proposes  secure  vaults,  and  strong  boxes, 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys ;  and 
here  its  paternal  care  ends.  Does  the  Message 
propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  main 
evil  of  the  times  ?  Seeing  that  that  evil  is  one 
affecting  the  currency,  does  the  Message,  like 
that  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  1815,  address  itself  di- 
rectly to  that  point,  and  recommend  measures 
of  adequate  relief?  No  such  thing.  It  abstains 
from  all  general  relief  It  looks  out  for  the 
interest  of  the  Government,  as  a  Government ; 
and  it  looks  no  further.  Sir,  let  me  turn  to  the 
Message  itself,  to  show  that  all  its  recommenda- 
tions, and,  indeed,  all  the  objects  in  calling 
Congress  together,  are  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  exclusive  purpose  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
Government. 

The  President  says,  that  the  regulations  es- 
tablished by  Congress,  for  the  deposit  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys,  having  become 
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inoperative  by  tlie  suspension  of  payment  by 
the  banks;  and  apprehending  that  the  same 
cause  would  so  diminish  the  revenue,  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expenses  of  Government; 
and  as  questions  were  also  expected  to  arise 
respecting  the  October  instalment  of  the  deposit 
to  the  States,  and  doubting  whether  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  pay  its  creditors  in  spe- 
cie, or  its  equivalent,  according  to  law,-  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  Congress  together. 
These  are  the  reasons  for  calling  Congress. 
They  are  all  the  reasons ;  and  they  all  have 
exclusive  regard  to  the  Government  itself. 

In  the  next  place,  let  us  see  what  measures 
the  Message  recommends  to  Congress.  In  its 
own  language,  the  objects  demanding  attention 
are: 

"  To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
the  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  iq| 
dulgence,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted, 
as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories." 

These  are  all  the  objects  recommended  par- 
ticularly to  the  care  of  Congress ;  and  the 
enumeration  of  them  is  followed  by  a  general 
suggestion,  that  Congress  will  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  country.  This  whole  enameration, 
it  is  obvious,  is  confined  to  the  wants  and  con- 
venience of  the  Government  itself. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  see  on  what  grounds  it 
is  that  tlie  Message  refrains  from  recommend- 
ing measures  of  general  relief.    The  President 


"  It  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that  the 
Government  should  assume  the  management  of  do- 
mestic or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  author- 
ized to  regulate,  by  law,  the  commerce  between  the 
States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of  value  or 
medium  of  exchange  in  gold  and  silver ;  but  it  is 
not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer  of 
their  funds,  otherwise  than  through  the  facilities 
aiforded  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  As  justly 
might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  their  merchandise." 

And  again : 

"  If,  therefore,  I  refrain  from  suggesting  to  Con- 
gress any  specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrassments, 
or  interfering  with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign 
or  domestic  commerce,  it  is  from  a  conviction  that 
such  measures  are  not  within  the  constitutional  prov- 
ince of  the  General  Government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  permanent 
welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to  aid." 

The  president,  then,  sir,  declines  to  recom- 
mend any  measure  for  the  relief  of  commerce, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  exchanges,  on  the  avowed  ground 
that,  in  his  opinion,  such  measures  are  not 


within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress. 
He  is  distinct  and  explicit,  and  so  far  entitled 
to  credit.  He  denies,  broadly  and  flatly,  that 
there  is  any  authority  in  this  Government  to 
regulate  the  currency,  and  the  exchanges,  be- 
yond its  care  of  the  coin.  The  question,  then, 
is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  be  misunderstood ; 
and  we  are  now  to  see  how  Congress,  and,  what 
is  much  more  important,  how  the  country,  will 
settle  it. 

Mr.  President,  if,  in  May  last,  when  specie 
payments  were  suspended,  the  President  of  one 
of  the  banks  had  called  his  council  of  directors 
toother,  informed  them  that  their  affairs  were 
threatened  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  their  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  be 
able  to  pay  their  creditors  in  specie,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  he  thought  their  in- 
terest required ;  his  policy,  in  all  this,  would 
have  been  no  more  exclusively  confined  to  the 
interests  of  his  corporation,  than  the  policy  of 
the  Message  is  confined  to  the  interests  of  this 
great  corporation  of  Government.  Both  in 
practice,  therefore,  and  on  principle,  in  reality, 
and  avowedly,  the  administration  abandons  the 
currency  to  its  fate.  It  surrenders  all  care  over 
it,  declines  all  concern  about  it,  and  denies  that 
it  has  any  duty  connected  with  it. 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  this : 
Shall  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  power  essential  to  it,  on  any  just  plan 
or  theory  of  Government,  a  power  which  has 
been  exercised  from  the  beginning,  a  power 
absolutely  necessary  and  indispensable  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, be  now  surrendered  and  abandoned  for- 
ever ?  To  this  point  we  have  come,  sir,  after 
pursuing  the  "  experiment "  of  the  late  admin- 
istration for  five  years.  And  from  this  point,  I 
am  persuaded,  the  country  will  move,  and  move 
strongly.  In  one  direction  or  another.  "We  shall 
either  go  over  to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
and  suffer  him  to  embrace  us  in  his  gold  and 
silver  arms,  and  hug  us  to  his  hard  money 
breast ;  or  we  shall  return  to  the  long-tried, 
well-approved,  and  constitutional  practice  of 
the  Government. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  State  banks,  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  cm-rency,  and 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  exchange,  I  cer- 
tainly never  had  any  confidence  in  that  system, 
and  have  none  now. 

I  think  the  State  banks  can  never  furnish  a 
medium  for  circulation,  which  shall  have  uni- 
versal credit,  and  be  of  equal  value  everywhere. 

I  think  they  have  no  powers,  or  faculties, 
which  can  enable  them  to  restrain  excessive 
issues  of  paper. 

I  think  their  respective  spheres  of  action  are 
so  limited,  and  their  currencies  so  local,  that 
they  can  never  accomplish  what  is  desired  in 
relation  to  exchanges. 

Still,  I  prefer  the  employment  of  State  banks 
to  the  project  before  us ;  because  it  is  less  of  a 
project;  because  it  is  less  dangerous;  and, 
chiefly,  because  it  does  not  suri-ender,  effect- 
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ually,  and  ia  terms,  a  great  power  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

In  every  respect  this  project  is  objectionable. 
It  is  but  another  "  experiment ;  "  and  those  who 
recommend  it  so  zealously,  were  the  authors  of 
the  last,  and  were  equally  full  of  confidence  and 
assurance  in  regard  to  that. 

Who  invite  us  to  try  this  experiment  ?  What 
voices  do  we  hear  raised  in  its  recommenda- 
tion? Are  they  not  the  well-known  voices 
which  we  heard  so  often  when  the  late  "  ex- 
periment "  was  begun  ?  We  know  of  but  one 
accession.  The  voice  of  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina  is  heard,  it  is  true,  now 
mingling  with  the  general  strain ;  and  that  is 
all.  Where,  then,  is  the  ground  for  confidence 
in  this  experiment,  more  than  there  was  for  it 
in  the  last  ? 

This  scheme,  too,  is  against  all  our  usages, 
and  all  our  habits.  It  looks  up  the  revenue, 
under  bolts  and  bars,  from  the  time  of  collec- 
tion to  the  time  of  disbursement.  Our  practice 
has  been  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  a  useful 
practice.  In  1833,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury admonished  the  deposit  banks,  since  they 
had  obtained  the  custody  of  the  public  funds,  to 
accommodate  the  public,  to  loan  freely,  espe- 
cially to  importing  merchants.  And  now,  a 
system  is  proposed  to  us,  according  to  which 
any  use  of  the  public  funds,  by  ■way  of  loan  or 
accommodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a  crim- 
inal offence,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  indict- 
ment I     Admirable,  admirable  consistency ! 

Mr.  Hdbbaed  said :  The  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  if  carried  into  full  effect, 
cannot  fail  to  relieve  the  Government  from 
present  financial  embarrassment.  I  am  fully 
aware  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  present  his  own  views  in  re- 
lation to  the  measure ;  it  will  be  his  province 
to  give  a  very  detailed  statement  of  the  char- 
acter and  effect  of  that  bill — its  benefits  to  the 
Government,  to  the  banking  institution  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  people  themselves.  It  can- 
not but  have  occurred,  however,  to  every  indi- 
vidual, that  if  this  bill  should  now  be  adopted, 
it  would  in  effect  be  but  the  same  measure,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  to  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  which  has  ex- 
isted almost  from  1789,  until  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  April,  1816.  This  bill,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  give  to  the  Government  the  cer- 
tain and  absolute  control  of  its  own  funds.  So 
did  the  act  of  1789.  This  bill,  if  adopted,  would 
sever  the  Government  from  any  connection 
with  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  local  banks 
of  the  country.  So  did  the  act  of  1789  ;  and, 
notwitlistanding  the  existence  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  from  1791  to  1811,  there  was 
no  legal  provision  which  created  that  institu- 
tion, or  any  other  bank,  the  receiver  and  dis- 
burser  of  the  public  revenue.  If  this  bill  should 
be  adopted,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government 
will  collect,  hold,  and  disburse  the  public  rev- 
enues upon  their  own  responsibility.  So  did 
the  collectors  under  the  act  of  July,  1789.     If 


this  bill  be  passed,  the  fiscal  agents  wiU  be  im- 
mediately accountable  to  the  Government.  So 
were  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  recharter 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  1816.  The  ad- 
vantages the  Government  will  derive  from  the 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  the  certain 
control  of  its  own  funds,  the  direct  responsi- 
bility and  accountability  to  the  Government  of 
its  own  fiscal  agents ;  and  another  benefit  which 
will  result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
win  be  the  unchangeable  character  of  its  own 
means,  and  the  fixed  value  of  its  own  revenues 
—not  liable  to  depreciation  by  the  casualties 
and  misfortunes  to  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  the  country  are  more  or  less  liable. 
The  utter  failure  of  this,  or  the  severe  losses  of 
that  bank,  can,  in  nowise,  deteriorate  the  value 
of  the  Governtnent  funds.  So  it  was  for  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  adoption  of 
our  constitution.  Independent  of  all  banks,  we 
would  manage  our  finances  in  our  own  way, 
and  with  perfect  security  to  the  Government. 
So  it  was  under  the  act  of  1789.  The  revenues 
then  were  collected  and  disbursed  independent 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
some  of  the  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
Government  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill ;  and, 
acting  independent  of  local  banks  in  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  it 
would  also,  in  its  operation,  be  beneficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  If  this  measure  be  carried 
into  effect,  no  longer  wiU  the  money  of  the 
Government  be  used  by  the  State  banks  in 
their  banking  operations ;  no  longer  will  the 
money  of  the  Government  be  employed  In  in- 
creasing the  paper  issues  of  the  banks,  by  in- 
creasing their  discounts,  and  their  credits ;  and 
certain  it  is  that  this  deposit  with  the  local 
banks  cannot  be  required  for  the  transactions 
of  the  necessary  business  of  a  business  com- 
munity. The  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Government 
is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  operation  of  the 
local  banks.  There  is  not,  Mr.  President,  any 
want  of  bank  capital  in  the  country  ;  if  there 
was,  there  is  no  want  of  a  disposition  to  create 
bank  capital.  The  complaint  is,  and  has  been, 
that  banks  have  multiplied  too  rapidly,  and 
beyond  the  necessities  and  wants  of  a  commer- 
cial and  trading  community.  The  complaint  is 
well  founded.  Certain  the  fact  is,  that  there  is 
not  at  this  time,  within  the  limits  of  New  Eng- 
land, any  want  of  bank  capital.  If  this  be  so, 
what  occasion  can  there  be,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity, of  requiring  the  deposit  of  the  public  money 
to  carry  on  the  proper  operations  of  these  local 
banks  ?  There  can  be  no  necessity ;  and  the 
sound,  stable,  substantial  institutions  will  be 
essentially  benefited  by  giving  up  this  trading 
upon  the  money  of  the  Government,  and  by 
returning  to  the  good  old  safe  practice  of  man- 
aging their  own  business  upon  their  own  cap- 
ital. There  is  too  much  uncertainty  attending 
the  use  of  the  public  money  to  justify  any  bank 
doing  business  upon  the  strength  of  Govern- 
ment deposits.    It  is  true  that  a  half  of  a  mil- 
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lion  may  be  placed  -with  a  public  depository  to- 
day for  safe-keeping :  and  may  it  not  be  so, 
that  a  public  appropriation  for  some  unexpected 
and  unlooked-for  event  may  render  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  withdraw  at  once  the 
whole  amount  of  such  a  deposit;  and  if  the 
bank  had  previously  put  this  deposit  out  on 
loan — as  it  certainly  would  do,  under  the  de- 
posit act,  to  indemnify  it  against  the  claim  of 
the  Government  to  interest — might  it  not  be 
embarrassing  to  the  banks  to  answer  such  a  call 
from  the  Treasury  Department  ? 

The  great  uncertainty,  then,  both  as  to 
amount,  and  to  time,  which  must  attend  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  cannot  faU  to  be 
regarded  by  sound  and  well-regulated  banks  as 
a  great  objection  to  the  reception  of  the  Gov- 
ernment deposits.  If  the  banks  which  have 
been  selected  under  the  deposit  act  of  June  23, 
1836,  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  Government  money  received 
by  them  in  deposit  has  been  a  benefit  to  their 
respective  institutions,  the  answer  of  the  solvent 
and  stable  deposit  banks  would  be — no ;  they 
have  been  an  injury,  rather  than  a  benefit. 
Trace  the  history  of  the  deposits  which  have 
been  made  with  the  banks  in  New  England, 
and  it  must  result,  from  the  great  uncertainty 
and  instability  which  has  attended  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  Government,  that  the  deposits 
have  served  but  to  augment  their  pecuniary 
embarrassments.  Better,  then,  would  it  be  for 
them  and  for  the  Government  to  dissolve  the 
connection.  And,  Mr.  President,  the  people 
themselves,  for  whose  interest  there  has  been 
much  feeling  manifested  pending  the  debate 
upon  this  bUl,  would  also  participate  in  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  this  measiire.  Men  would  become  steady 
and  settled  in  their  operations ;  there  would  no 
longer  be  given  to  property  an  inflated  and  fac- 
titious value ;  business  would  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels;  and  the  excitement,  always 
temporary  and  always  dangerous,  (the  fruit  of 
any  extraordinary  expansion  of  paper  currency,) 
would  be  done  away ;  the  spirit  of  speculation 
and  overtrading  would  be  checked;  a  sound 
discretion  and  a  guarded  prudence  would  mark 
the  conduct  of  business  men,  and  give  character 
to  all  their  operations.  There  would  not,  and 
there  could  not  be,  that  constant  change  and 
revolution  in  the  value  of  property,  necessarily 
involving  in  its  consequences  the  fortune  and 
the  fate  of  thousands.  Let  the  Government, 
through  its  own  agents,  collect  and  hold  its 
revenues  exclusively  for  public  purposes ;  let 
the  Goverpment  withhold  from  the  local  insti- 
tutions the  use  of  the  public  funds,  and  that 
wild,  extravagant,  and  adventurous  spirit  wliich 
has  pervaded  our  country  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  be  controlled  by  the  power  of  sober  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  such  would  be  the  consequences 
resulting  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure, 
surely  the  people  would  greatly  participate  in 
the  berifefits  of  the  system.  In  my  belief,  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  people,  would 


derive  essential  advantages  from  the  adoption 
of  this  measure.  I  shall,  therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, give  to  it  my  best  support.  As  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  agreed  to  re- 
port the  bill.  The  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  bill  has  been  before  the  Senate 
— to  aU  of  which  I  have  given  my  constant  at- 
tention— has  served  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  of 
the  necessity,  policy,  and  justice,  of  the  meas- 
ure. I  deeply  regret  that  a  diflTerent  view  has 
been  taken  of  this  matter  by  other  gentlemen, 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  ever  entertained  a 
profound  respect ;  bnt  it  is,  I  trust,  but  an  hon- 
est difference  of  opinion  on  a  leading  measure 
of  public  policy.  I  have  no  belief  that  any 
change  of  sentiment  can  be  accomplished ;  but, 
sir,  I  must  be  excused  for  noticing  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  on  this  floor 
to  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

First.  It  is  objected  that  the  bill  provides 
that  the  revenues  of  the  Government  should  be 
collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  silver ;  and 
from  the  consequence  given  to  this  objection 
to  the  measure  pending  the  debate,  the  infer- 
ence must  be  that  in  this  particular  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  contemplated,  and  that  a  new  principle 
is  to  be  introduced  into  our  legislation ;  but,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  fact,  this  same  principle 
— this  special  provision — has  been  coexistent 
with  the  Government  itself.  By  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  collection  of  duties,  &o.,  approved 
July  21,  1789,  it  is  provided  "that  the  duties 
and  fees  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  said  act, 
shall  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only." 
And  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791,  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  biUs  or  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  received 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States."  The 
corporation  was  not,  by  the  tei-ms  Of  its  char- 
ter, made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government; 
nor  was  the  bank  made  the  depository  of  the 
public  revenues.  The  responsibility  of  the  col- 
lectors, created  by  the  act  of  1789,  was  not 
transferred  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They,  and  they  alone,  were  directly  accountable 
to  the  Government.  Their  duties  were  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  and  were  not,  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  changed.  This  feature  of  the 
bill,  should  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  be  adopted,  would  contain  no 
new  principle,  nor  introduce  any  new  practice. 
From  1789  to  1816,  such  was  the  usage  of  the 
Government,  and  such  was  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  I  would  confidently  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  people,  whether  the  material 
change  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
tlio  public  revenues  which  took  place  on  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  1816, 
and  tlie  subsequent  changes  which  have  taken 
place,  have  advanced  their  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness.  Under  the  system  which  was 
established  in  1789,  and  practised  on  by  the 
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Government,  the  revenues  were  collected  and 
disbursed  in  a  currency  not  subject  to  change 
or  deterioration,  by  its  own  fiscal  agents,  di- 
rectly responsible  to  the  Government.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  rechartering  the  United  States 
Bank,  that  corporation  was  made  the  responsi- 
ble fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  All  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  corporation,  without  any 
discrimination,  were  made  receivable  in  all 
payments  to  the  United  States.  And  the  act 
provides  further,  "that  the  deposits  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branch- 
es ;"  and  "  that  during  the  continuance  of  the 
act,  and  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall  give 
the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors,  without  charge," 
&o.  These  provisions  were  introduced,  by  way 
of  amendments  to  the  bill,  after  it  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  and  were,  I  believe,, 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
thereby  materially  and,  as  it  has  operated,  in- 
juriously changing  the  whole  practice  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  the  collection  and 
disbm-sement  of  the  public  funds. 

Had  the  bank  been  vested  with  no  other 
powers  by  the  act  of  1816,  than  were  conferred 
by  the  act  of  1791,  the  evils  which  have  since 
been  experienced  would  probably  have  been 
avoided.  It  was  its  intimate  connection  with 
the  finances  of  the  country — it  was  the  control 
it  possessed  over  the  public  funds — it  was  the 
political  influence  it  was  supposed  to  exercise 
— that  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  American 
people,  and  excited  feelings  and  established 
opinions  hostile  to  the  continuance  of  such  an 
institution. 

A  second  objection  made  to  the  bill  is,  that 
it  in  effect  repeals  the  act  depositing  the  money 
of  the  Government  with  the  local  banks,  and 
thereby  producing  great  injury  to  those  institu- 
tions. I  have  already  expressed  my  own  views 
as  to  the  effect  this  measure  would  have  upon 
State  banks.  And  all  I  wish  to  add  is,  that, 
until  local  banks  were  selected  as  public  depos- 
itories, for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  existence 
of  this  Government,  the  local  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country  did  not  count  upon  any 
such  aid  from  the  Government  as  essential  to 
their  prosperity,  or  necessary  to  their  success. 

A  third  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  creates 
one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another 
for  the  people. 

Was  there  any  complaint  of  this  sort  made 
under  the  act  of  1789?  Was  there  then  one 
currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for 
the  people  ?  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  be  adopted,  after  1841,  the 
revenues  will  be  received  in  gold  and  silver 
only.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
proceeding  ?  Would  the  gold  and  silver  receiv- 
ed for  the  public  revenues  be  abstracted  from 


the  general  currency  ?  Would  it  be  locked  up 
from  circulation  ?  Wouldit.be  salted  down  in 
the  vaults  of  the  sub-Treasury  ofiicer?  No, 
sir:  the  revenues  and  the  public  dues  would 
come  from  the  people,  and  they  would  be  dis- 
bursed to  the  people.  If  paid  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency to  our  fiscal  agents,  the  same  currency 
would,  by  the  same  agents,  be  disbursed  to  the 
public  creditors.  The  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment shows,  that  at  the  commencement  of  each 
fiscal  year,  there  is  not  on  an  average  in  the 
public  Treasury,  subject  to  draft,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars.  If,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  twenty  more  millions  have  been  rc' 
ceived,  a  like  amount  has  been  disbursed.  A 
sum  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  specie,  then^ 
would  ordinarily  be  the  balance  of  the  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fiscal  year ;  and  can  the  abstraction  of 
six  from  more  than  eighty  millions  now  in  the 
country,  so  alarm  the  fears  of  gentlemen  as  to  lead 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  consequence 
of  this  measure  will  be  the  establishment  of 
one  currrenoy  for  the  Government,  and  a  differ- 
ent currency  for  the  people  ?  And  are  not  aR 
of  the  people  l  Are  men  holding  office  a  dis- 
tinct race  from  the  people?  And  can  it  be 
seriously  contended  that  the  revenues  received 
and  paid  out  to  public  creditors  are  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  and  from  the  care  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  No,  sir,  it  cannot.  Debtors  and  creditors 
to  the  Government  are  parts  of  the  same  com- 
munity. They  are  of  the  people ;  and  their  re- 
lation to  the  Government  is  constantly  chang- 
ing. To-day  one  may  be  a  creditor — to-mor- 
row he  may  be  a  debtor ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  way  or  manner  the  adoption  of 
this  bill  would  create  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people — would  es- 
tablish those  high  or  low  in  ofiice — all  who 
have  claims  upon  the  Government — as  an  order 
of  men  possessing  peculiar  and  exclusive  priv- 
ileges. It  cannot  so  be.  The  objection  has  no 
foundation  in  truth. 

A  fourth  objection  is  made,  that  the  bill  di- 
vorces the  Government  from  the  banks.  The 
bill  separates  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  no  other  way  than  it  says,  that  no  longer 
shall  the  banks  have  the  public  deposits  for  the 
purpose  of  expanding  and  enlarging  their  paper 
currency.  This  is  the  divorce  about  which  Sen- 
ators complain.  The  propriety  of  such  a  sepa- 
ration I  have  already  discussed. 

Another  objection  made  to  this  measure  is, 
that  it  in  effect  destroys  the  credit  system,  un- 
der which  the  country  has  enjoyed  so  much 
prosperity. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  credit,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  cash  payment,  has  been,  and 
may  be,  attended  with  consequences  most  ben- 
eficial to  the  prosperity  of .  a  community  ;  that 
it  stimulates  enterprise,  and,  when  properly  re- 
strained, cannot  fail  to  advance  private  inter- 
est; but  such  a  credit  system  needs  not  the 
protecting  care  of  the  Government.  It  is  the 
excess  of  credit  that  brings  danger,  distress,  and 
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dismay.  It  is  that  uncontrolled  and  uncontrol- 
lable spirit  of  adventure  which  leads  to  disaster, 
embarrassment,  and  ruin.  It  is  that  bold  and 
daring  passion  for  speculation,  sustained  for  a 
time  on  credit,  which  puts  in  jeopardy  the  for- 
tunes of  individuals,  prostrates  the  best  efforts 
of  enterprise,  and  scatters  firebrands  and  death 
among  an  active  business  community.  Whence 
this  general  desolation  which  now  pervades  our 
land?  Whence  this  general,  this  universal  em- 
barrassment, which  now  prevails  through  the 
country  ?  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a  most  injudi- 
cious and  unwarrantable  expansion  of  the  credit 
system.  This  has  been  the  efficient  and  pro- 
ducing cause  of  the  pecuniary  distress  that  now 
extends  from  Maine  to  Florida.  A  judicious,  a 
well-regulated  system  of  credit,  has  its  advan- 
tages in  every  community,  and  among  every 
class  of  our  citizens;  but  I  submit  whether, 
from  the  woful  experience  we  have  had,  we 
ought  to  wish  to  return  to  the  local  banks  the 
public  deposits,  if  thereby  an  enlargement  of 
individual  credit  could  be  obtained,  and  a  cor- 
responding increase  of  a  paper  medium  ?  I  can- 
not doubt  what  would  be  the  response. 

The  accommodation  proposed  to  be  extended 
to  the  deposit  banks  is  a  relief  measure,  giving 
time  to  those  institutions,  and  enabling  those 
institutions  to  give  time  to  their  debtors.  The 
warehouse  bill  is  a  great  relief  measure,  requir- 
ing cash  payment  for  importations  which  shall 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and 
relieving  the  people  and  the  Government  from 
the  very  evils  under  which  we  are  now  labor- 
ing— the  abuse  of  the  credit  system. 

Each  and  all  these  measures  look  directly  to 
the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  speculations  of  gen- 
tlemen here  and  elsewhere,  with  respect  to  the 
,±rue  character  of  these  measures,  let  them  but 
be  adopted — the  banks,  the  merchants,  the  peo- 
ple, will  all  unite  in  expressing  to  their  authors 
their  deep  sense  of  gratitude. 


Fbidat,  September  29. 
Suh- Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Sub-Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said:  Mr.  President,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing classes  of  our  people  througbopt  the 
Union  are  now  suffering  severely  under  one  of 
those  periodical  pressures  which  have  so  often 
afflicted  the  country.  Neither  has  the  agricul- 
tural and  other  interests  escaped  without  injury, 
although  they  have  not  suffered  to  the  same 
extent.  The  exhaustion  of  the  human  system 
does  not  succeed  a  high  degree  of  unnatural  ex- 
citement with  more  unerring  certainty  than 
that  a  depression  in  the  business  of  the  country 
must  follow  excessive  speculation.  The  one  is 
a  law  of  nature,  the  other  a  scarcely  less  uni- 
form law  of  trade.  The  degree  of  this  depres- 
sion will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  overaction.    As  many  degrees  as 


the  system  has  been  elevated  above  the  point 
of  healthy  action,  so  many  degrees  must  it  sink 
below,  after  the  effects  of  the  stimulus  have 
passed  away. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  the  country  in 
this  respect?  One  of  constant  vibration.  I 
can  speak  positively  on  this  subject  in  regard 
to  the  period  of  time  since  I  came  into  public 
life.  What  has  been  will  be  again.  The  same 
causes  will  produce  the  same  effects.  We  can 
cherish  no  reasonable  hope  of  a  change  unless 
the  State  Legislatures  should  take  a  firm  and 
decided  stand.  The  history  of  the  past  will  be- 
come that  of  the  future.  This  year  we  have 
sunk  to  the  extreme  point  of  depression.  The 
country  is  now  glutted  with  foreign  merchan- 
dise. There  will,  therefore,  be  but  few  impor- 
tations. All  our  efforts  are  now  directed  tow- 
ards the  payment  of  our  foreign  debt.  The 
next  year  the  patient  will  begin  to  recruit  his 
exhausted  energies.  Domestic  ^manufactures 
will  flourish  in  proportion  as  foreign  goods  be- 
come scarce.  The  third  year,  a  fair  business 
will  be  done.  The  country  will  present  a  flour- 
ishing appearance.  Property  of  all  descrip- 
tions will  command  a  fair  price,  and  we  shall 
glide  along  smoothly  and  prosperously.  The 
fourth  or  the  fifth  year  the  era  of  extravagant 
speculation  wOl  return,  again  to  be  succeeded 
by  another  depression.  At  successive  periods 
the  best  and  most  enterprising  men  of  the  coun- 
try are  crushed.  They  fall  victims  at  the 
shrine  of  the  insatiate  and  insatiable  Moloch  of 
extravagant  banking.  It  is  an  everlasting  cy- 
cle. The  wise  man  says  there  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun ;  and  we  are  destined,  I  fear, 
again  and  again  to  pass  through  the  same  vi- 
cissitudes. The  aspect  is  perpetually  changing, 
but  is  never  new. 

Senators  have  plumed  themselves,  and  their 
admirers  throughout  the  country  have  applaud- 
ed them,  as  being  wonderfully  sagacious  in 
their  predictions.  Their  respective  partisans 
are  ready  to  exclaim — 

"  The  spirit  of  deep  prophecy  he  hath, 
Exceeding  the  nine  Sybils  of  old  Eome; 
What's  past  and  what's  to  come  he  can  descry." 

But  no  deep  penetration  into  futurity  was 
required  to  make  these  prophecies.  Until  ex- 
isting causes  shall  be  removed,  the  future  must 
be  the  counterpart  of  the  past. 

Whence  this  eternal  vicissitude  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  What  is  the  secret  spring 
of  all  these  calamities  ?  I  answer,  the  spirit  of 
enterprise,  so  natural  to  American  citizens,  ex- 
cited into  furious  action  by  the  stimulus  of  ex- 
cessive banking.  It  operates  as  does  the  inhal- 
ing of  oxygen  gas  upon  the  human  mind,  urging 
it  on  to  every  extravagance  and  to  every  folly. 

I  do  not  deny  that  several  subordinate  cir- 
cumstances have  operated  in  unison  with  this 
grand  cause  to  make  the  present  catastrophe 
more  severe  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been. 
Still  it  is  the  root  of  all  the  evil.  It  is  the 
chief  tmd  almost  the  only  source  from  which 
the  existing  distress  has  flowed. 
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I  was  not  a  member  of  this  bodj  wheii  the 
discussion  took  place  on  the  veto  of  the  bank 
charter,  or  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  Al- 
though both  these  measures  received  my  cor- 
dial approbation,  yet  I  refrain  purposely  from 
replying,  at  this  late  period,  to  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  on  these  subjects.  They 
have  already  passed  into  history,  and  been 
sanctioned  by  the  iijjiblic  approbation. 

Amongst  these  subsidiary  causes  of  the  ex- 
isting distress  may  be  enumerated  the  destruc- 
tion of  capital  by  the  great  fire  at  New  York, 
in  December,  1835.  The  wild  speculations  in 
public  lands,  and  in  splendid  towns  and  cities, 
upon  paper  throughout  the  "Western  States, 
which  withdrew  capital  from  the  commercial 
cities,  where  it  was  most  wanted,  to  portions 
of  the  country  where  it  was  not  required  ;  and 
the  specie  circular,  if  you  please,  which,  how- 
ever wise  it  may  have  been  in  its  origin,  ought 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  continued  in 
force  after  it  had  performed  its  oflBce  and  had 
checked  the  wild  speculations  in  public  lands. 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session 
which  repealed  this  circular ;  and,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  I  would  again  act  in  the 
same  manner.  But  permit  me  to  say  that  its 
effects  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  It  did 
not  carry  to  the  West  any  thing  approaching 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  which  Senators 
have  estimated.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  the  specie  in 
all  the  "Western  deposit  banks,  including  Mich- 
igan, but  little  exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  date  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments ',  and  in  the  south-western  deposit  banks 
it  did  not  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
how  much  less  gold  and  silver  tliere  would 
Lave  been  in  these  depositories  had  the  specie 
circular  never  existed.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
comparatively  small  amount  of  specie  which 
came  into  these  banks  in  consequence  of  this 
circular,  could  have  produced  but  an  incon- 
siderable effect  on  the  business  of  our  commer- 
cial cities,  and  still  less  upon  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments. 

These  causes  may  have  made  the  revulsion  a 
little  more  severe;  but,  had  they  never  existed, 
still  it  must  have  come  with  desolating  force. 

Senators  have  attributed  some  portion  of  the 
existing  distress  to  the  act  of  1834,  regulating 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coins.  They  have  not 
told  us,  and  they  cannot  tell  us,  how  this  act 
could  have  produced  such  an  effect.  It  was 
no  party  measure,  and,  upon  its  passage,  there 
were  but  few,  I  believe  seven,  votes  against  it 
in  the  Senate.  It  was  a  measure  of  absolute 
necessity,  if  we  desired  that  our  own  gold  coins 
should  ever  circulate  in  this  country.  Before 
its  passage,  a  half  eagle,  as  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise, was  intrinsically  worth  about  five 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  in  silver,  whilst 
its  standard  value,  as  currency  under  our  laws, 
was  only  five  dollars.  It  is  manifest,  therefore, 
that  eagles  and  half  eagles  never  could  have  en- 


tered linto  general  circulation  had  it  not  been 
for  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  is  now  con- 
demned. It  was  a  mere  adjustment  of  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  to  silver,  according  to  the 
standard  of  other  nations ;  and,  if  I  am  not 
greatly  mistaken  in  my  memory,  conformed  ex- 
actly in  this  particular  with  the  laws  of  Spain 
and  Portugal. 

I  have  been  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the 
cause  of  the  hostility  of  Senators  to  this  neces- 
sary measure,  unless  it  be  from  a  feeling  similar 
to  that  which,  it  is  said,  made  a  distinguished 
gentleman  desire  to  kill  every  sheep  which 
came  in  his  way.  He  could  feel  no  personal 
hostility  to  these  innocent  and  harmless  ani- 
mals ;  but  was  such  a  violent  anti-tariff  man, 
that  the  sight  of  them  always  reminded  him  of 
our  woollen  manufactures.  Certainly  no  gentle- 
man can  entertain  any  objection  to  the  eagle 
and  half  eagle  themselves ;  but  they  may  remind 
Senators  of  the  efficient  and  untiring  exertions 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  to 
introduce  a  gold  currency  into  circulation.  As 
gold,  they  may  like  these  coins ;  but,  as  Ben- 
tonian  mint  drops,  they  are  detestable. 

Senators  have  also  contended  that  the  present 
depressed  condition  of  the  country  has  been 
produced,  in  some  degree,  by  the  -large  impor- 
tations of  specie  which  were  encouraged  by  the 
administration  of  General  Jackson.  I  shall  not 
be  diverted  from  my  main  purpose  by  answer- 
ing this  objection  in  detail.  Even  if  their  po- 
sition were  correct,  which  I  by  no  means  admit, 
that  more  gold  and  silver  had  been  forced  into 
the  country  than  our  necessities  demanded,  or 
the  fixed  laws  of  trade  would  have  justified, 
still  the  effect  would  have  been  transient  and 
trifling.  It  would  have  immediately  flowed 
back  through  the  channels  of  commerce  to  the 
places  from  whence  it  came,  until  the  par  of  ex- 
change had  been  restored.  This  is  one  of  the 
fixed  and  invariable  laws  of  trade,  from  the 
obligation  of  which  we  can  never  be  released. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  this  subject,  in- 
volved himself  in  a  strange  contradiction.  At 
the  commencement  of  his  speech  he  deprecated, 
with  his  usual  eloquence  and  ability,  the  policy 
of  the  past  administration  in  forcing  specie  into 
this  country,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  trade. 
Towards  the  conclusion,  when  his  fancy  became 
excited  by  the  contemplation  of  the  splendid 
Bank  of  the  United  States  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  establish,  he  seemed  entirely  to  have 
changed  his  opinion.  In  order  to  obtain  the 
necessary  amount  of  specie  capital,  he  proposed 
that  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of 
this  bank  stock  should  be  transmitted  to  Europe 
and  sold  to  foreigners  in  exchange  for  gold  and 
silver.  It  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  trade, 
which  must  recoil  upon  us,  to  force  a  greater 
amount  of  specie  into  the  country  than  our  just 
proportion,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  into 
circulation  among  the  people ;  but,  when  the 
purpose  is  to  furnish  a  specie  capital  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  millions  for  a  new  bank  of  the 


424 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Senate.] 


Sub-Treamry  Bill. 


[September,  1837. 


United  States,  then  all  difficulties  yanish.  from 
the  mind  of  the  gentleman. 

No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  without  the  agency  of 
any  of  these  secondary  causes,  the  present  dis- 
tress must  have  come.  It  was  inevitable  as 
fate.  No  law  of  nature  is  more  fixed,  than  that 
our  over-banking  and  our  over-trading  must 
have  produced  the  disastrous  results  under 
which  we  are  now  suifering. 

In  this  crisis,  all  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment can  efifect  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  withhold 
its  deposits  from  the  banks,  and  thus  refrain 
from  contributing  their  funds  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  wild  speculation ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
restrain  the  extravagance  of  their  credits  and  is- 
sues, in  some  small  degree,  by  collecting  and  dis- 
bursing our  revenue  exclusively  in  specie,  or  in 
the  notes  of  banks  which  will  pay  the  balances  due 
from  them  in  specie,  at  short  Intervals.  To  ac- 
complish these  two  purposes,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der the  public  revenue  more  secure,  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill  and  amendment  now  before  the 
Senate. 

The  evUs  of  a  redundant  paper  circulation ' 
are  now  manifest  to  every  eye.  It  alternately 
raises  and  sinks  the  value  of  every  man's  prop- 
erty. It  makes  a  beggar  of  the  man  to-mor- 
row who  is  indulging  in  dreams  of  wealth  to- 
day. It  converts  the  business  of  society  into  a 
mere  lottery ;  whilst  those  who  distribute  the 
prizes  are  wholly  irresponsible  to  the  people. 
"When  the  collapse  comes,  as  come  it  must,  it 
casts  laborers  out  of  employment,  crushes  man- 
ufacturers and  merchants,  and  ruins  thousands 
of  honest  and  industrious  citizens.  Shall  we, 
then,  by  our  policy,  any  longer  contribute  to 
such  fatal  results  1     That  is  the  question. 

The  system  of  extravagant  banking  benefits 
no  person  except  the  shrewd  speculator,  who 
knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  perpetual 
fluctuation  in  prices  which  a  redundant  paper 
currency  never  fails  to  produce.  He  sees,  in 
the  general  causes  which  operate  upon  the 
commercial  world,  when  money  is  about  to  be 
scarce,  and  when  it  will  become  plenty.  He 
studies  the  run  as  a  gambler  does  that  of  the 
cards.  He  knows  when  to  buy  and  when  to 
sell,  and  thus  often  realizes  a  large  estate  in  a 
few  happy  ventures.  Those  who  have  been 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  paper  money 
market,  can  thus  accumulate  rapid  fortunes  at 
the  expense  of  their  less  skilful  neighbors. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  is  not,  whether 
we  shall  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks.  The  banks  themselves  have  done  that 
already.  The  alliance  is  already  dissolved.  The 
question  now  is,  shall  we,  with  all  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past,  restore  this  ill-fated  union  ? 
No  propitious  divinities  would  grace  the  new 
nuptials ;  but  the  fatal  sisters  would  be  there 
ready  again  to  cut  the  cord  at  the  first  approach 
of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  has 
appealed  to  us  in  the  name  of  consistency  to 
support  his  amendment.  But  circumstances 
have  entirely  changed  since  we  voted  for  it  at 


the  last  session.  Then  the  union  existed  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  Treasury,  and  his  bill 
prescribed  the  relative  duties  of  the  contracting 
parties.  Now  the  contract  is  at  an  end.  The 
banks  have  violated  its  fundamental  obligations, 
and  the  Government  is  free.  The  preliminary 
question  now  is,  shall  we  enter  into  a  new  al- 
liance. We  must  first  determine  that  we  shall, 
before  any  question  of  consistency  can  arise. 
Should  we  again  connect  ourselves  with  the 
banks,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  rules  regulating  the  union.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  assumption  that  our  former  re- 
lations are  to  be  restored.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment mainly  because  I  am  hostile  to  this  re- 
union. If  Congress  should  first  determine  to 
restore  the  old  relations  between  the  parties, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  might  there  be  some 
force  in  an  appeal  to  our  consistency. 

We  are  left  at  this  moment  entirely  free  to 
decide  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  the  public 
money.  To  use  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhouit,)  we  have 
reached  a  point  from  whence  we  are  about  to 
take  a  new  departure.  But  three  courses  have 
been,  or  in  the  nature  of  things  can  be,  present- 
ed for  our  selection.  We  must  either  deposit 
the  public  money  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  created  for  that  purpose ;  or  re- 
store it  to  the  State  banks ;  or  provide  for  its 
safe  custody  in  the  hands  of  our  own  officers, 
without  the  agency  of  any  bank.  State  or  national. 
And,  first,  in  regard  to  the  creation  of  an- 
other bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  my 
purpose,  at  this  time,  to  oft'er  my  objections  in 
detail  to  such  an  institution.  Even  if  I  had  in- 
tended to  present  my  views  fully  upon  this 
subject,  the  overwhelming  vote  of  the  Senate 
on  Tuesday  last,  against  the  establishment  of 
such  a  bank,  would  warn  me  to  forbear.  It 
would  be  labor  lost  and  time  expended  in  vain. 
I  shall  content  myself,  therefore,  with  a  few 
general  observations  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  a  short  reply  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  the  advocates 
of  a  new  bank. 

In  my  opinion,  the  most  alarming  dangers 
which  would  result  from  such  an  institution, 
have  never  yet  been  presented  in  bold  relief 
before  the  people.  This  has  arisen  from  the 
unnatural  position  of  that  institution  towards 
the  Government.  We  have  seen  it  struggling 
against  Executive  power ;  and  its  efforts  have 
been  tremendous.  They  would  have  been  irre- 
sistible against  any  other  President  than  An- 
drew Jackson.  As  it  was,  the  conflict  was  of 
the  most  portentous  character,  and  shook  the 
Union  to  its  centre.  But  we  have  witnessed 
the  exception,  not  the  rule.  It  is  the  natural 
ally,  not  the  enemy,  of  power.  Wealth  and 
power  necessarily  attract  each  other,  and  are 
always  ready  to  rush  to  each  other's  embrace. 
In  the  language  once  used  by  a  distinguished 
orator,  now  no  more,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  "  male 
and  female  created  he  them."    Suppose  Gen- 
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eral  Jackson  and  the  bank  had  been  in  alliance, 
and  not  in  opposition.  "What,  then,  might  have 
been  the  consequences,  had  he  been  an  enemy 
to  the  liberties  of  his  country  ?  Armed  T\-ith  all 
the  power  and  all  the  patronage  which  belong 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  enjoying 
unbounded  popularity,  and  wielding  the  com- 
bined wealth  of  the  country  through  the  agen- 
cy of  this  all-powerful  bank  and  its  branches, 
planted  in  every  portion  of  the  Union ;  can  any 
man  say  that  our  liberties  would  not  have  been 
in  danger  ?  All  the  forms  of  the  constitution 
might  have  remained ;  the  people  might  still 
have  been  flattered  with  the  idea  of  electing 
their  own  officers ;  but  the  animating  spirit  of 
our  free  institutions  would  have  departed  for- 
ever. A  secret,  an  all-pervading  influence, 
would  have  sapped  the  foundations  of  liberty 
and  made  it  an  empty  name.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, a  President  might  always  select 
his  successor.  But,  thank  heaven,  the  danger 
has  passed  away,  and  I  trust  forever. 

If  any  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  advocate  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank,  should  be  elected  President — and  if  their 
political  principles  are  to  prevail  with  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  this  country,  that  majority 
could  not  make  a  better  selection — in  what  sit- 
uation shall  we  be  placed  ?  One  of  the  first 
measures  of  the  administration  would  be  to  es- 
tablish a  magnificent  bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  capital  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  with  branches  throughout  the  different 
States.  A  feeling  of  gratitude  towards  their 
creator  would  i-ender  them  subservient  to  his 
will.  It  would  be  their  pride  and  their  pleas- 
ure to  promote  his  influence  and  extend  his 
power.  We  should  have  no  more  wars  be- 
tween the  bank  and  the  Government.  They 
would  move  -on  harmoniously  together.  In 
other  days,  the  time  might  arrive  when  the 
bank  would  be  used  by  some  bad  and  aspiring 
President  as  a  powerful  instrument  to  subvert 
the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Even  if  such  a  bank  could  better  regulate  the 
currency  and  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country  than  any  other  instrument,  still  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  to  bear  the  ills  we 
have,  than  to  endanger  the  existence  or  the 
purity  of  our  free  institutions. 

But  would  such  a  bank  control  and  regulate 
the  issues  of  the  State  banks  ?  I  answer,  no. 
It  would  not,  if  it  could ;  it  could  not,  if  it 
would.  In  the  affairs  of  human  life,  if  you  ex- 
pect one  agent  to  restrain  and  control  another, 
you  ought  to  render  either  their  interests  or 
their  inclinations  difierent  and  counteracting. 
To  accomplish  this  purpose,  they  must  be  "  an- 
tagonistioal "  to  each  other.  When  such  agents 
are  corporations,  this  is  emphatically  true. 
Peculiarly  governed  by  self-interest,  they  feel 
no  euthusiasm  unless  it  be  to  make  large  divi- 
dends for  their  stockholders.  Now,  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  have  pi-ecisely  the 
same  interest  with  the  State  banks  in  making 
extravagant  loans  and  issues.    Whenever,  in 


their  estimation,  they  could  extend  their  ac- 
commodations, without  endangering  their  own 
security,  they  would  pursue  that  course.  This 
is  the  powerful  instinct  of  self-interest.  You 
cannot  change  the  fixed  laws  which  'govern 
human  nature,  by  making  men  directors  and 
stockholders  in  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  large  moneyed 
corporation,  having  in  view  solely  its  own  in- 
terests, will  voluntarily  become  the  regulator 
of  the  paper  currency  of  a  great  nation,  and 
prevent  those  ruinous  contractions  and  expan- 
sions under  which  both  England  and  this  coun- 
try have  periodically  suffered.  It  would  be 
easy  for  me  to  prove,  at  least  to  my  own  satis- 
faction, that,  in  point  of  fact,  neither  the  first 
nor  the  last  Bank  of  the  United  States  ever 
did  exercise  a  regular  and  efficient  control  over 
the  issues  of  the  State  banks.  On  the  contra- 
ry, whenever  their  interest  impelled  them  to 
extend  their  own  issues,  they  have  pursued  this 
course,  and  thus,  instead  of  checking,  they  have 
given  loose  reins  to  the  State  banks.  Both  the 
one  and  the  others  have  thus  rushed  together, 
and  have  together  ministered  to  that  spirit  of 
over-trading  and  extravagant  speculation  which 
has  so  often  desolated  our  country.  To  pursue 
such  a  course  of  illustration  would,  however, 
be  to  revive  the  old  controversy ;  to  tread 
the  ground  which  has  been  so  often  trodden, 
and  to  divert  me  from  that  which  more  essen- 
tially belongs  to  the  present  question. 

The  mistake  committed  in  regard  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  was  the  belief  that  they  would  be 
able  and  willing  to  restrain  the  issues  of  the 
other  State  banks.  Fortified  with  the  public 
deposits,  and  numerous  as  they  were,  they 
might  possibly  have  done  something  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  such  a  purpose.  But, 
bank  like — ^human  nature  like — ^instead  of  aim- 
ing at  any  such  result,  the  Government  de- 
posits became  the  instrument  in  their  hands  of 
still  more  extravagant  credits  and  circulation. 
Their  objects  seemed  to  be  not  to  restrain,  but 
to  give  loose  reins  to  the  other  banks  and  to 
themselves,  and  thereby  increase  their  own 
profits. 

Apprehensions  have  been  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  felt,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  lest  a 
perpetuation  of  the  divorce  which  now  exists 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks,  might 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  event  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  much  more  probable  should  the  late 
system  be  restored.  It  is,  therefore,  natural 
that  the  friends  of  such  a  bank  should  be  in 
favor  of  this  restoration.  In  such  an  event, 
let  war  come  when  it  may,  you  will  then  not 
only  be  deprived  of  your  own  treasures,  but 
specie  payments  will  be  suspended,  the  currency 
of  the  whole  country  will  be  deranged,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  collect  taxes  from  the 
people,  unless  it  be  in  depreciated  paper.  At 
such  a  crisis,  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
becomes  inevitable.  Let  us  then  keep  our 
money  under  our  own  control.    Let  us  always 
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liave  it  ready  for  use  when  it  is  required.  Let 
us  depend  upon  no  banks,  whether  State  or 
national,  for  this  purpose. 

It  may  he  said  that  although  the  hanks  have 
suspended  specie  payments,  yet  the  deposits 
which  we  have  made  with  them  will  eventually 
be  paid.  This  may,  or  it  may  not  he.  I  doubt 
extremely  on  that  point.  If  the  event  were 
certain,  however,  this  is  no  answer  to  the- 
objections  against  employing  such  depositories. 
In  the  day  of  danger  they  cease  to  be  hanks. 
Your  money,  which  is  the  sinew  of  war,  is 
withheld  from  you  at  the  hour  of  your  utmost 
need.  Your  resources  are  dried  up,  and  your 
energies  paralyzed,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  utmost  energetic  energies  are  demanded. 
It  would  be  but  a  poor  consolation,  either  to 
the  Government  or  people  of  this  country, 
that,  after  having  suffered  aU  the  evils  and 
calamities  of  such  a  catastrophe,  the  commis- 
sioners of  insolvency  should  finally  pay  them 
twenty  shillings  in  the  pound. 

In  the  second  place,  I  am  opposed  to  return- 
ing to  the  system  of  deposit  banks,  because  I 
feel  no  confidence  that,  upon  a  second  trial,  it 
would  prove  better  than  it  did  on  the  first. 
Prom  the  very  nature  and  present  organization 
of  our  State  banking  institutions,  they  must  go 
from  bad  to  worse.  Their  tendency  is  down- 
ward, and  unless  arrested  by  the  vigorous  action 
of  the  State  Governments,  the  whole  system 
must  rush  to  inevitable  ruin.  I  defy  the  art 
of  man  to  devise  a  worse  banking  system  than 
that  which  prevails  throughout  this  country. 
The  model  of  it  upon  paper  was  the  Bank  of 
England ;  but  the  whole  capital  of  this  bank  is 
vested  in  loans  to  this  Government,  and  is 
therefore  as  secure  as  the  Government  itself. 
Such  is  not  the  condition  of  any  of  our  institu- 
tions. The  public  have  no  security  that  the 
whole  amount  of  their  capital  stock  may  not 
be  squandered ;  and  the  fact  is,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  of  our  banks  broke  between  1811 
and  1830. 

These  banks,  or  all  of  them  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  enjoy,  under  their  charters,  a  priv- 
ilege which  exempts  their  stockholders,  in  their 
individual  capacity,  from  the  payment  of  any 
of  the  notes  or  debts  due  by  the  corporation, 
in  case  it  should  become  insolvent.  There  is, 
I  believe,  no  restriction  anywhere  upon  the 
amount  of  their  profits  or  dividends,  unless  it 
be  a  trifling  tax.  And  they  are  nowhere  re- 
quired to  have  any  fixed  proportion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults,  compared  with  the  amount  of 
their  circulation  and  deposits;  certainly  they 
are  not  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent. 

If  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  and  my- 
self enter  into  a  partnership  to  prosecute  any 
business,  and  the  partnership  should  fail,  the 
private  fortunes  of  each  of  us  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  debts  of  the  concern.  The  part- 
ners and  shareholders  in  the  private  or  joint- 
stock  banks  of  England  are  placed  in  the  same 


situation.  No  holder  of  such  bank  notes  in 
that  country,  none  of  their  depositors,  can  lose 
one  dollar,  until  after  the  private  fortunes  of 
all  the  stockholders  shall  have  been  exhausted. 
This  is  a  great  security  to  the  public.  Not  so 
the  bankers  in  this  country.  They  are  a  priv- 
ileged class.  That  business  which  is  more  prof- 
itable than  any  other  is  conducted  without  any 
such  risk.  Cupidity  is  unrestrained  by  any 
such  apprehension.  It  has  a  fair  field  to  dis- 
play itself.  Each  man  puts  into  the  concern  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  When  that  is  paid,  the 
bank  proceeds  to  make  money  as  fast  as  it  can, 
without  the  fear  of  future  responsibility.  How 
great  is  the  temptation  to  excess !  These  hanks 
create  money  as  if  by  magic,  in  the  form  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  credits.  These  they  ex- 
change with  individuals  for  their  own  notes  or 
bUls  of  exchange,  discounting  a  high  rate  of 
interest  from  their  face.  Their  extravagant 
issues  and  credits  gave  a  stimulus  to  extrava- 
gant speculations ;  and  our  past  history  proves 
that  the  more  they  loan,  the  greater  is  the 
demand  for  new  loans.  The  supply  never 
equals  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  has 
been  the  golden  age  for  banks.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  profits  in  different 
portions  of  the  Union.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
deposit  law  did  not  require  the  deposit  hanks 
to  return  f  o  the  Secretary  of  the  Teasury  the 
amount  of  their  dividends.  From  all  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  received,  they  have 
been  enormous.  The  Senator  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  King)  has  informed  us  that  the  banks  in 
the  city  where  he.  resides  (Augusta)  have 
divided,  during  the  last  year,  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  per  cent,  per  annum. 

When  a  bank  faUs,  what  classes  of  society 
are  most  likely  to  suffer  from  the  explosion  ? 
Who  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  President,  held  the 
notes  of  the  hundred  and  sixty-five  banks  that 
proved  insolvent  between  1811  and  1830? 
Not  the  shrewd  man  of  business,  not  the  keen 
speculator;  because  they  snuff  the  danger 
from  afar.  It  was  the  honest  and  industrious 
classes  of  society,  who  are  without  suspicion, 
and  whose  pursuits  in  life  do  not  render  them 
familiar  with  the  secret  history  of  banking. 

We  are  now  just  experiencing  another  great 
evil  which  has  resulted  from  the  extravagant 
loans  and  issues,  and  consequent  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  country  is 
now  deluged  with  small  notes,  vulgarly  called 
shin  plasters.  They  are  of  every  form  and 
every  denomination  between  five  cents  and  five 
dollars ;  and  they  are  issued  by  every  indi- 
vidual and  every  corporation  who  think  proper. 
It  is  impossible  for  the  poor  man  to  say  he  wiU 
not  take  them ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  silver 
change  in  circulation  anywhere.  He  must 
receive  them  for  his  labor,  or  starve. 

The  paper  on  which  these  small  notes  are 
printed  is  often  so  bad,  and  they  are  so  inarti- 
ficially  got  op,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
distinguish  between  the  counterfeit  and  the 
genuine.    To  counterfeit  them  has  become  a 
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regular  business,  and  it  has  been  carried  to  a 
great  extent. 

Our  currency  below  five  dollars  now  consists 
of  this  combined  mass  of  genuine  and  counter- 
feit shin  plasters ;  and  many  of  the  counterfeits 
are  intrinsically  of  equal  value  with  the  genu- 
ine. Some  are  payable  in  one  medium  and 
some  in  another.  Some  on  demand,  and  others 
have  years  to  run  before  they  reach  maturity. 
The  very  moment  the  banks  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, this  mass  of  Illegal  and  worthless  cur- 
rency will  be  rendered  entirely  useless.  It  will 
fall  dead  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  and  these 
will  be  chiefly  the  very  men  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss.  A  scene  of  confusion  and 
distress  will  then  be  presented  which  I  need 
not  describe.  Such  is  one  of  the  effects  of 
extravagant  banking. 

There  is  a  class  of  society  for  whom  I  have 
ever  felt  a  deep  interest,  whose  attention  I 
should  gladly  awaken  to  the  evils  of  an  exces- 
sive issue  of  paper  currency — I  mean  our  do- 
mestic manufacturers.  Do  they  not  perceive 
that  all  the  protection  which  our  laws  afford 
them  is  rendered  almost  entirely  useless  by  the 
extravagant  amount  of  bank  notes  now  in  cir- 
culation ? 

It  has  been,  stated  in  general  terms,  by  those 
who  best  understand  the  subject  of  political 
economy,  that  if  you  double  the  amount  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  a  country,  you  thereby 
double  the  nominal  price  of  every  article.  "  If, 
when  the  circulating  medium  is  fifty  millions, 
an  article  should  cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost 
two,  if,  without  any  increase  of  the  uses  of  a 
circulating  medium,  the  quantity  should  be  in- 
creased to  a  hundred  millions."  Although  we 
cannot  apply  strict  arithmetical  rules  to  this 
subject,  yet  all  will  admit  that  the  proposition 
is  substantially  correct.  Let  us  then  suppose 
that  our  currency  has  reached  such  a  point  of 
depreciation,  when  compared  with  that  of  our 
rivals  in  foreign  countries,  that  an  article  which 
could  be  manufactured  abroad  for  one  dollar, 
would  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  home ; 
and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  A  premium  of 
fifty  per  cent,  is  thus,  in  effect,  given  to  foreign 
manufactures  over  those  of  domestic  origin. 
For  example :  A  piece  of  broadcloth  costs 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  French  manufac- 
turer; he  brings  it  here  for  sale;  and,  on 
account  of  the  depreciation  in  our  currency,  he 
receives  for  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
what  advantage  does  he  thus  obtain?  Being 
the  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  he  will  not 
accept  our  bank  notes  in  payment.  He  will 
take  nothing  home  except  gold  and  silver,  or  a 
bill  of  exchange,  which  is  equivalent.  He  does 
not  expend  this  money  here,  where  he  would 
be  compelled  to  support  his  family,  and  to 
purchase  his  labor  and  materials,  at  the  same 
rate  of  prices  which  the  domestic  manufacturer 
is  compelled  to  pay.  The  depreciation  in  our 
currency  below  the  standard  of  that  of  France 
or  England  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
portionate direct  protection  to  the  foreign  over 


the  domestic  manufacturer.  The  conclusion  is 
inevitable.  It  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  our  manufacturers  should  long  be 
able  to  sustain  such  an  unequal  competition. 
They,  above  all  men,  ought  to  exert  their  great 
influence  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  paper 
currency  of  our  country  within  some  reasonable 
limits.  The  fate  of  the  great  interest  in  which 
they  have  embarked  depends  upon  it. 

Our  farmers  in  the  grain-growing  States  are 
placed  in  a  similar  situation.  The  amonnt  of 
our  currency  must  be  diminished,  or  foreign 
wheat  will  continue  to  be  imported  for  domes- 
tic consumption.  The  farmer  in  the  north  of 
Germany  will  be  able  to  undersell  us  in  our 
own  markets. 

The  banks,  by  their  refusal  to  pay  specie, 
have  now  placed  themselves  in  the  power  of 
the  State  Governments.  They  have  forfeited 
their  charters,  and  it  now  remains  for  the  diiFer- 
ent  Legislatures  to  decide  upon  what  terms 
they  shall  be  restored.  Amidst  the  general 
misfortunes  of  the  country,  it  is  one  source  of 
consolation  that  the  banks  have  placed  them- 
selves within  the  power  of  the  people.  Had 
they  not  done  this  by  their  own  conduct,  we 
know  that  a  numerous  and  powerful  party 
exists  in  this  country  who  consider  a  charter 
of  incorporation  so  sacred  that  no  State  Legis- 
lature, by  any  future  law,  could  ever  restrict 
their  own  banks  from  issuing  notes  under  ten 
dollars,  if  their  charter  authorized  them  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  According 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  party,  aU  power  over 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country,  which  is 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty 
belonging  to  the  States,  has,  by  them,  been 
irrevocably  transferred  to  eight  hundred  banks. 
Thank  Heaven !  every  difiioulty  on  that  subject 
is  now  removed ;  and  it  will  depend  upon' the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  these  Legislatures, 
whether  we  shaU  have  a  sound  paper  currency 
in  time  to  come,  proportioned  in  amount  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  placing  the  banks 
themselves  in  a  secure  condition ;  or  whether 
we  shall  again  be  overwhelmed  with  a  deluge 
of  paper  money  and  all  its  attendant  evils.  If 
they  will  but  secure  a  specie  basis  for  our 
paper  circulation,  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of 
bank  notes,  at  first  under  ten  dollars,  and  after- 
wards under  twenty ;  if  they  will  render  the 
stockholders  of  banks  personally  responsible, 
at  least  for  the  amount  of  notes  which  they 
may  issue ;  if  they  will  limit  the  dividends  of 
the  banks  to  a  reasonable  profit  on  the  invest- 
ment of  the  stockholders ;  if  they  will  require 
the  banks  to  keep  a  just  proportion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults  compared  with  their  circulation 
and  deposits ;  and,  above  all,  if  they  will  adjust 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  to  be  issued 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  upon  principles 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  experience,  so 
as  to  prevent  ruinous  fluctuations  in  the  amount 
of  our  currency — then,  indeed,  the  evils  which 
we  have  suffered  will  be  compensated  by  the 
benefits  we  are  destined  to  enjoy.    But  I  con- 
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fess  I  dread  the  result.  We  are  a  strange  peo- 
ple. The  lessons  of  experience  make  but  a 
feeble  impression  on  our  minds.  We  rise  with 
so  much  buoyancy  from  our  misfortunes,  that 
when  they  have  passed  away  they  are  instantly 
forgotten.  Should  the  banks  resume  specie 
payments  before  or  shortly  after  the  next  meet- 
ing of  our  State  Legislatures,  and  the  current 
begin  to  run  smoothly  again,  I  fear  that  no  such 
changes  will  be  made  in  the  existing  bank 
charters,  and  that  we  must  await  the  event  of 
another  crisis,  which  would  then  be  inevitable. 

Until  these  or  some  such  restrictions  shall 
have  been  imposed  by  the  States  on  their 
banks,  they  never  can,  they  never  will,  become 
secure  depositories  for  the  revenues  of  the 
Government. 

In  the  third  place,  the  union,  which  is  now 
dissolved,  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasury, 
ought  not  to  be  restored;  because  the  public 
deposits  would  again  become  the  fruitful  source 
of  over-issues  and  extravagant  speculation. 
We  have  no  power  to  regulate  the  State  banks ; 
but  we  can  withhold  from  them  our  revenue, 
and  thus  prevent  them  from  using  our  means 
for  the  purpose  of  deranging  the  business  of 
society.  If  we  cannot  eradicate,  we  are  not 
bound  to  aggravate  the  radical  sin  of  their 
constitution.  If  we  cannot  prevent,  we  need 
not  become  accomplices  in  their  misconduct. 
But  I  have  already  incidentally  said  so  much 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  that  I  need  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  further  observations. 

In  the  fourth  place  the  divorce  now  subsist- 
ing between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks  ought 
to  be  rendered  perpetual,  because  -of  their  sup- 
posed or  actual  subserviency  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  dangerous  influence  which  might 
be  exerted  over  them  by  the  Executive. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that, 
hitherto,  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  exert 
such  an  influence ;  yet  every  effort  has  been 
used  by  a  portion  of  the  press  to  produce  such 
an  impression.  These  institutions  have  been 
denounced  as  "  the  pet  banks  "  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  have  been  charged  with  grant- 
ing peculiar  favors  to  the  minions  of  Executive 
power.  True  or  false,  this  charge  has  pro- 
duced some  effect  on  the  public  mind.  Besides, 
all  the  transactions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  these  banks,  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  laws,  have  been  denounced  as  tam- 
pering with  the  currency.  And  thus  the  ad- 
ministration is  always  blamed  for  every  disaster 
which  occurs  in  the  money  market.  A  con- 
nection with  these  banks  is  thus  made  to 
assume  a  political  character,  and  is  mixed  np 
with  all  the  party  strife  of  the  day.  The 
public  mind  is  inflamed  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  public  suspicion  is  excited.  This  is  an  evil 
which  can  only  be  avoided  by  a  permanent 
divorce  between  bank  and  State. 

But  again :  If  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  disposed  to  exert  an  improper  influence 
over  these  banks,  with  what  prodigious  effect 


might  they  not  be  used  to  accomplish  his  pur- 
poses. At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  there  were  eighty-six  deposit  banks 
planted  throughout  our  country.  The  letters 
which  were  read  the  other  day  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Walkbe)  prove  how  low  . 
some  of  the  State  banks  were  willing  to  cringe 
in  order  to  obtain  the  deposits.  Their  language 
is  unworthy  of  the  proud  bearing  which  ought 
to  characterize  American  freemen.  It  proves 
at  least,  that  some  of  them  are  not  very  scrupu- 
lous, when  "  thrift  will  follow  fawning."  Such 
was  the  anxiety  to  obtain  a  portion  of  this 
boon,  that  two  of  the  most  respectable  banks 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  procured  resolutions 
to  be  passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Pennsylvania,  recommending  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  depositories  of  the 
public  money ;  and  these  resolutions  were  sent 
to  my  colleague  and  myself,  with  a  request  that 
we  might  exert  our  influence  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  Eighty-six  afiiliated  banks,  scattered 
over  every  State,  and  intent  upon  a  common 
object,  could  exert  an  immense  political  power. 
An  ambitious  and  able  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury might  use  them  with  prodigious  effect  in 
order  to  make  himself  President.  And  this 
could  be  done  with  the  greater  'effect  because 
it  would  escape  detection.  The  agent  of  the 
banks  at  Washington  city  might  be  used  as  the 
instrument,  and  all  the  necessary  measures 
might  be  adopted  in  the  secret  parlors  of  the 
bank  directors  throughout  the  country.  ^  A  con- 
certed movement  might  thus  be  made  m  every 
portion  of  the  Union  at  the  same  moment, 
which  would  almost  be  irresistible. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  such  a  league  of 
associated  banks  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous than  even  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  bank  would  have  its  rights  and  its  duties 
defined  by  law.  It  could  claim  the  Govern- 
ment deposits,  and  that  its  notes  should  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  Government  dues, 
under  the  provisions  of  its  charter.  But  the 
selection  of  these  depositories,  the  amount  of 
the  public  money  which  they  shall  receive, 
how  long  they  shall  retain  it,  in  what  man- 
ner they  shall  conduct  their  banks,  all,  all 
is  left  to  Executive  discretion.  What  a  bound- 
less field  for  Executive  patronage!  And 
yet  the  administration  which  anxiously  desires 
to  surrender  this  fruitful  soiu'ce  of  political 
power,  has  been  charged  with  designs  of  ex- 
tending Executive  patronage  ?  And  for  what 
reason  ?  Simply  because  it  proposes  that  the 
existing  ofiicers  of  the  Government,  without 
adding  one  to  their  number,  should  be  substi- 
tuted as  the  depositories  of  the  public  money 
instead  of  these  banks.  Even  if  it  should  be- 
come necessary  to  appoint  some  ten  or  twenty 
additional  officers  at  the  most  important  points 
to  perform  this  duty,  I  would  not  compare  this 
increase  of  Executive  patronage  with  that  which 
the  Executive  Government  is  now  voluntarily 
willing  to  abandon.  It  would  be  but  as  a  drop 
compared  with  the  ocean.     Talk  not,  then,  to 
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me  of  the  increase  of  patronage  -which  the  hill 
•upon  your  tahle  would  confer  on  the  Executive. 
They  form  a  very  unjust  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence of  our  citizens  who  would  attempt  to 
make  them  believe  that  a  few  Executive  ofl&cers, 
known  to  be  such  to  all  the  surrounding  com- 
munity, can  exercise  an  iniiuence  over  the  peo- 
ple at  all  to  be  compared  with  that  of  a  league 
of  eighty-six  banking  institutions. 

This  now  brings  me  to  the  bill  upon  your 
table.  This  bill  is  the  only  remaining  plan  to 
which  we  can  resort.  It  recommends  itself  to 
public  approbation  by  the  simplicity  of  its  pro- 
visions. The  existing  officers  of  Government 
already  collect  and  disburse  our  revenues.  It 
merely  superadds  to  these  duties,  that  of  safely 
keeping  and  transferring  the  public  money, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government, 
during  the  time  which  must  necessarily  inter- 
vene between  its  receipt  and  disbursement. 
This  is  the  whole  bill.  If  it  be  justly  liable  to 
any  criticism,  it  is  that  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic money  might  require  the  appointment  of  a 
very  few  additional  officers  in  our  large  com- 
mercial cities.  '  It  has,  perhaps,  been  framed 
more  exclusively  with  a  view  to  economy,  than 
is  consistent  with  the  public  interest.  The  ob- 
ject is  a  great  and  important  one,  and  no  moder- 
ate additional  expense  ought  to  be  spared  which 
may  be  necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  Such 
is  the  bill. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) has  proposed  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
prescribing  the  funds  which  shall  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  tliat,  in  discussing  that  amend- 
ment, I  shall  not  inquire  whether  the  Senator 
has  come  over  to  us,  or  we  have  gone  over  to 
the  Senator.  This  is  a  question  of  but  small 
moment,  so  that  we  are  now  together.  The 
first  extended  effiDrt  which  I  ever  made  in  Con- 
gress was  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  that  Sen- 
ator, when  I  thought  he  had  been  unjustly  as- 
sailed as  Secretary  of  War.  We  stood  together 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  1827,  and  throughout 
the  trying  conffict  which  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  General  Jackson.  I  rejoice  that  he  is 
now  found  sustaining  the  leading  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Message  at  this  important  crisis,  and 
I  trust  that  on  future  occasions  we  may  receive 
his  able  and  efficient  support. 

With  all  these  feelings  of  distinguished  respect 
for  the  Senator,  I  am  still  sorry  that  he  has 
offered  his  amendment.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  could  have  been 
taken  upon  the  simple  proposition  to  divorce 
bank  and  State.  On  this  single  question  we 
should  have,  I  think,  persented  a  more  united 
front  than  when  it  shall  be  connected  with  the 
Senator's  amendment.  It  would  have  been 
better  flret  to  have  established  the  divorce,  and 
afterwards  to  have  determined,  by  a  separate 
bill,  the  nature  of  the  funds  which  our  depos- 
itories shall  receive. 

For  my  own  part,  as  to  the  frfQds  receivable, 
I  feel  strongly  inclined  to  support  the  recom- 


mendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
In  page  23  of  his  report,  when  speaking  on  this 
subject,  he  says : 

"  This  could  be  effected  by  directing  what  alone 
appears  safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  prac- 
tice in  both  England  and  France.  It  is,  that  the  biUs 
of  no  local  banks  be  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the 
near  location  of  the  bank,  be  equivalent  to  specie  ; 
be  able  to  be  converted  into  specie  at  very  short 
periods  by  the  receivers  and  collectors,  so  as  to  pay 
the  public  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  specie; 
and  be  thus  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government.  Another  advantage  from  this 
course  would  be  its  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by 
the  neighboring  banks." 

If  the  depositories  were  authorized  to  receive 
and  disburse  the  notes  of  such  banks,  calling 
upon  them  at  short  intervals  to  settle  the  bal- 
ances in  specie,  it  might,  I  think,  have  pro- 
moted the  convenience  of  the  public,  as  well  as 
aflforded  a  salutary  check  upon  the  issues  of 
the  surrounding  banking  institutions.  I  under- 
stand such  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  late 
Bank  of  the  TTnited  States.  I  was  willing  to 
proceed  cautiously,  and  not,  at  the  first,  go  the 
length  of  demanding  exclusive  specie  pay- 
ments. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
thought  differently,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  or  against  his  amendment.  Giving 
every  consideration  its  proper  weight,  I  have, 
since  he  has  agreed  to  modify  it,  determined  to 
yield  it  my  support.  As  it  now  stands,  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  will  be  receivable 
in  the  payment  of  all  the  public  dues  up  till  the 
last  day  of  the  year  1838;  during  the  year 
1839,  one-fourth  will  be  required  in  specie; 
during  the  year  1840,  one-half ;  during  the  year 
1841,  three-fourths ;  and  not  until  the  year 
1842  shall  we  reach  the  point  of  exclusive 
specie  payments.  Its  operation  will  be  slow 
and  gradual ;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  we 
should  discover,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
that  it  is  too  severe,  we  can  easily  change  the 
law. 

Mr.  Peeston  said :  Mr.  President,  I  deprecate 
this  mad  and  ferocious  warfare  against  any  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  against  the 
United  States  Bank  formerly,  against  the  State 
banks  now.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this 
root  and  branch  policy,  this  tearing  up  things 
established,  to  supply  their  places  with  new 
theories,  however  neatly  constructed,  or  care- 
fully elaborated,  is  the  part  of  prudence  and 
wisdom.  My  nature  and  habits  of  thought, 
confirmed  by  the  terrible  experience  of  the  last 
four  years,  make  me  a  conservative.  I  hesitate 
at  every  proposition  to  destroy,  that  you  may 
build  again.  If  any  of  our  institutions  have 
suffisred  damage,  let  us  repair  them ;  if  any 
portion  of  the  vast  edifice  of  our  prosperity  has 
been  injured,  let  us  with  a  cautious  and  rever- 
end hand  restore  what  has  been  lost,  strengthen 
what  remains,  adjust  the  proportions,  if  you 
choose,  proceeding  in  all  with  a  sedate  and 
steady  purpose  of  not  weakening  the  deep  foun- 
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dations.  Let  us  not,  sir,  -witli  a  fantastic  ca- 
price tear  down  the  solid,  and  let  me  say  glori- 
ous fabric  of  our  prosperity,  that  we  may  try, 
by  as  futile  a  device  as  the  lamp  of  Aladdin,  to 
build  up  another  in  one  night,  of  fairy  marble, 
and  gold,  and  gems. 

It  is  the  part  of  statesmen  to  deal  with  the 
circumstances  around  them.  In  the  closet  of  a 
philosopher,  in  the  desk  of  a  professor,  specula- 
tion may  discuss  what  is  best,  and  genius  in- 
dulge its  aspirations  for  the  "  chief  good  ;  "  but 
the  practical  politician  is  fenced  around  by  in- 
exorable necessities.  He  has  to  deal  with  things, 
not  with  ideas.  He  must  control,  not  create. 
He  must  govern  himself  by  the  circumstances 
amidst  which  he  finds  himself,  use  the  instru- 
ments that  are  presented  to  him,  and  be  content 
with  such  results  as  he  can  attain,  without  at- 
tempting such  as  he  can  imagine.  The  genius 
and  temper  of  Napoleon  might  aspire  to  a 
different  destiny ;  but  ours,  thank  God,  is  hum- 
bler and  safer.  We  administer  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment, for  free  and  self-willed  States,  whose 
bidding  and  whose  business  we  are  to  do.  They 
have  placed  us  their  servants  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  banking  system ;  a  system  of  credit,  sur- 
roimding,  pervading  and  penetrating  the  whole 
body  politic. 

Mr.  President,  -n'e  must  conform  to  our  con- 
dition, we  must  work  upon  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  us,  we  must  use  the  materials  furnished 
to  our  hands.  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  extricate 
ourselves  from  the  condition  of  our  existence. 
We  have  not  the  strength  (God  forbid  that  we 
should  have  it !)  to  disconnect  ourselves  from 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  States  place  us. 
And  if  we  attempt  to  tear  ourselves  loose  from 
them,  there  may  be  much  suffering,  a  struggle, 
an  agony  •  but  you  will  have  at  length  to  come 
back  to  ypur  allegiance,  and  content  yourself 
with  reform  instead  of  revolution.  Let  us, 
then,  wisely  and  at  once,  begin  to  correct,  con- 
trol, regulate,  modify,  adjust,  do  any  thing  but 
destroy. 


Satuedat,  September  30. 
Sub- Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate'  took  up  the  sub-Treasury  bUl, 
with  Mr.  Calhoun's  amendment. 

Mr.  Beown  said,  in  rising  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate, after  the  very  able  and  luminous  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  then  before  them  had 
undergone,  he  did  so  from  no  vain  expectation 
that  he  should  be  able,  by  any  thing  he  might 
say,  to  impart  any  new  interest  to  the  debate, 
which  had  been  listened  to  so  attentively,  or  to 
add  any  thing  of  force  to  tlio  argument  by  which 
it  had  been  sustained.  The  acknowledged  im- 
portance of  the  question  they  were  called  on  to 
decide,  the  powerfid  influence  it  would  exert  on 
the  future  destinies  of  the  country,  either  for 
good  or  evil,  and  the  deep  interest  felt  in  rela- 
tion to  it  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  which  he 
in  part  represented,  would,  he  trusted,  excuse 


him  for  presenting  some  of  the  leading  consid- 
erations which  would  govern  his  course  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  B.  would  present  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal considerations  which  had  induced  him  to 
give  the  bill  then  before  them,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  Calhotjk",)  his  cordial  sanction  and 
support.  The  same  considerations  of  wisdom 
and  of  common  prudence,  which  would  induce 
an  individual  to  change  an  agent  in  whom  he 
had  reposed  a  trust,  and  who  had  proved  un- 
faithful or  incompetent,  should  admonish  us,  in 
our  public  capacity,  to  withdraw  our  confidence 
from  those  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  who 
had  so  signally  failed  in  performing  the  duties 
undertaken  by  them.  The  State  banks  had  been 
tried  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  under 
circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  success. 
The  nation  had  seen,  with  astonishment,  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  with  no  public  debt 
burdening  our  resources,  and  with  a  Treasury 
abounding  in  means  beyond  all  former  exam- 
ple, the  Government  of  the  United  States  sud- 
denly deprived  of  the  means  to  carry  on  its 
ordinary  operations,  by  the  determination  of 
the  banks  having  possession  of  its  revenues  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Was  it  the  part  of 
wisdom,  under  such  circumstances,  to  renew 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  banks?  Was  it  proper  for  those  entrusted 
with  ■  the  duty  of  conducting  public  affairs, 
again  to  subject  the  Government  to  the  recur- 
rence of  the  same  evil,  with  perhaps  still  more 
aggravated  injury? 

For  one,  he  wished  to  see  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment taken  out  of  the  keeping  of  irrespon- 
sible banking  corporations  and  subject  to  bo 
controlled  alone  by  the  will  of  the  people,  its 
only  legitimate  masters.  So  long  as  banks  were 
made  the  depositories  of  the  public  revenue, 
the  Government  was  dependent  on  them  in  con- 
ducting its  most  important  operations,  either  in 
peace  or  war.  Its  action  might  be  arrested  by 
their  withholding  its  means  in  periods  of  the 
greatest  public  emergency.  It  could  not  in  war 
command  a  squadron  to  sail,  or  put  a  battalion 
in  motion,  if  the  banks  entrusted  with  its  reve- 
nue should  determine  to  withhold  it.  Its  very 
existence  might  be  endangered  by  being  brought 
to  a  pause  for  the  want  of  means.  The  reflec- 
tion was  humiliating,  that  a  Government,  which 
was  noble  in  the  republican  simplicity  of  its 
structure,  and  destined  to  solve  the  problem  of 
the  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself,  should 
be  made  to  depend  on  the  will  of  banking  cor- 
porations for  so  important  an  element  of  its 
success  as  the  certain  command  of  its  revenue. 
In  placing  it,  in  this  way,  at  their  mercy,  it 
was  exposed  in  its  financial  affairs  to  all  the 
evil  influences  which  they  might  exert,_  wheth- 
er arising  from  caprice,  political  hostility,  or 
the  vicissitudes  of  trad'e.  Nor  was  this  exhibit- 
ing the  danger  arising  from  this  system  in  its 
true  extent.  It  could  be  demonstrated  that 
the  banks  of  any  single  one  of  the  large  com- 
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mercial  cities,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  would 
have  it  entirely  in  tlieir  power,  by  suspending 
specie  payments,  to  compel  a  general  suspension 
of  all  the  banks  throughout  the  United  States ; 
and,  by  doing  so,  arrest  the  regular  operations 
of  the  Government !  The  banks  of  a  single  city 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  at  a  very  gloomy 
period  of  the  last  war,  availing  themselves  of 
the  balances  which  had  accumulated  in  their 
favor,  in  the  course  of  trade,  against  the  large 
commercial  cities  of  the  Middle  States,  had,  by 
a  demand  on  them  for  payment  in  specie,  caused 
a  suspension  by  the  banks  throughout  the 
United  States !  This  movement  struck  a  blow 
at  the  Government,  which  had  well  nigh  proved 
fatal  to  the  success  of  aU  its  operations  in  the 
great  contest  in  which  it  was  then  engaged. 
That  it  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
hostility  to  the  cause  in  which  the  country  had 
embarked,  was  then  extensively  believed,  nor 
has  that  impression  to  this  day  been  removed. 

The  State  banks  are,  from  the  course  of  com- 
mercial transactions,  so  intimately  and  closely 
connected  together,  that  what  affects  any  por- 
tion of  them  in  any  one  of  the  principal  cities, 
is,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  felt  by  all.  The 
stoppage  of  the  banks  at  either  of  the  great 
commercial  points,  almost  with  the  quickness 
of  electricity,  is  felt  by  all  and  is  followed  by  all 
throughout  the  country,  as  a  measure  of  self-pro- 
tection. If  this  was  proven  to  have  been  the 
case  by  the  occurrence  of  that  kind  which  took 
place  in  the  last  war,  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  which  now  exist,  are  stiU  more  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  produce  such  a  result.  The 
great  increase  in  our  internal  trade,  as  well  as 
foreign  commerce,  and  the  rapidity  of  commu- 
nication now  existing  between  the  remotest 
points  of  our  country,  had  produced  a  still  closer 
connection  and  sympathy  between  the  banks 
than  formerly  existed,  and  doubly  subjected  all 
to  the  danger  of  being  affected  by  causes  opera- 
ting on  a  few  at  a  single  great  commercial  point. 

He  had  shown  the  great  uncertainty  and 
danger  which  the  Government,  by  depositing  its 
uevenue  with  the  banks,  would  be  continually 
liable  to,  in  its  financial  affairs.  He  had  shown 
that  these  results  might  be  brought  about  by 
the  determination  of  the  banks,  at  a  single  lead- 
ing commercial  city.  Was  it  the  dictate  of 
wisdom  thus  to  place  this  already  great  and 
rapidly  growing  republic  under  the  control  of 
a  few  great  commercial  cities,  in  a  matter  so 
materially  involving  its  success,  as  well  as  its 
very  beuig  ?  Was  it  sound  policy  in  that  way 
to  expose  its  financial  action  to  the  deleterious 
influence  of  the  national  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  great  moneyed  power  of  that  country?. 
Much  the  larger  portion  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce carried  on  by  our  great  cities,  was  with 
England.  He  was  informed  that  even  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  Amer- 
ican merchants  with  other  foreign  countries,  was 
conducted  by  means  of  credit  obtained  through 
the  great  banking  houses  in  that  country. 

It  was  tlie  misfortune  of  our  great  cities, 


if  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  such,  almost  con- 
tinually to  stand  indebted  to  England  in  a 
very  large  amount.  Whenever  our  merchants 
overtraded  with  her  to  any  considerable  extent, 
her  national  bank  could,  if  she  chose  it,  produce 
a  pressure  through  them  on  our  city  banks,  and 
produce  the  hazard  of  their  stopping  specie  pay- 
ments. Her  powerful  agency  to  accomplish 
such  a  catastrophe  may  be  seen  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  all  our  banks,  which 
has  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  The  fii'st 
movement  which  led  to  that  unfortunate  result 
was  that  made  by  that  bank,  by  which  she  com- 
pelled the  great  banking  houses  of  England, 
connected  with  the  American  trade,  to  discredit 
American  merchants.  Indebted  to  England  as 
they  were  in  a  sum  estimated  at  about  thirty 
millions,  and  unable  longer  to  draw  bills  to  meet 
their  payments  on  her  banking  houses,  which 
had  before  given  them  almost  unlimited  credit, 
they  were  driven  to  the  only  other  expedient 
left  them  of  making  remittances  in  specie,  the 
demand  for  which  compelled  the  banks  first 
in  our  great  commercial  emporium  to  close 
their  vaults. 

Nor  would  a  national  bank  have  shared  a 
different  fate,  if  one  had  been  in  existence, 
under  the  same  overwhelming  causes.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  have  been  forced,  under  the  great 
and  extraordinary  pressure  for  specie,  to  have 
yielded  to  the  storm.  To  reunite  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  banks,  would  be,  therefore,  to 
subject  it,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  to  the 
dangerous  influence  of  the  great  moneyed  power 
of  England,  operating  at  such  a  time,  first  on 
our  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  next 
on  the  banks,  and,  through  them,  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government.  If  its  independence  was 
to  be  preserved — if  its  regular  constitutional 
action  was  to  be  kept  up,  impelled  alone  by  the 
vigor  of  the  public  will — then  the  separation  of 
its  financial  interests  from  the  banks  entirely 
was  a  measure  indispensable.  That  alone  could 
secure  to  the  people,  in  its  administration,  those 
great  and  important  ends  in  a  republican  form 
of  Government  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
free  it  from  the  extraneous  influences  which 
threatened  such  serious  mischief. 

He  had  noticed  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
banks  having  stopped  specie  payments,  the  simul- 
taneous movements  of  certain  presses  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
tending  to  produce  that  result.  They  predicted 
that  the  banks  would  stop,  and  some  of  them 
zealously  urged  them  to  that  course.  He  did  not 
positively  know  that  it  was  their  design  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  panic,  to  bring  about 
that  result,  to  which  their  labors  had  power- 
fully tended  for  so  long  a  time ;  but  the  time, 
the  manner,  and  the  circumstances,  all  went 
strongly  to  favor  that  supposition.  The  time 
selected  for  this  movement,  when  mercantile 
failures  were  daily  occurring,  was  of  all  others 
the  most  favorable  to  produce  distrust  and 
alarm  in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  solvency  of 
the  banks,  and,  consequently,  to  cause  a  general 
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demand  on  them  for  specie,  by  depositors,  and 
those  who  held  their  notes.  The  manner  of  the 
attack,  by  commencing  it  about  the  same  time 
at  three  or  four  important  points,  distant  from 
each  other,  showed  it  to  be,  if  not  a  matter  of 
concert,  at  any  rate  a  singular  coincidence. 
The  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made, 
were  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
political  effect  doubtless  ardently  desired  by 
those  engaged  in  the  crusade  against  theiadmin- 
istration.  Very  many  of  our  citizens  were 
involved  in  heavy  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
the  fruits  of  the  wildest  speculation.  The  States 
— many  of  them  in  the  anticipation  of  receiving 
their  proportion  of  the  surplus  re  venue — had  em- 
barked in  expensive  plans  of  improvement ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  public  revenue  belonging  to 
the  General  Government  was  deposited  in  the 
banks,  thus  liable  to  be  affected.  In  this  state 
of  thipgs,  it  was  no  doubt  imagined  by  many  of 
those  who  are  desperately  determined  on  pro- 
ducing a  political  revolution,  that  to  stop  the 
banks  was  to  pnll  down  the  administration.  It 
was  a  blow  which,  .by  the  sufferings  it  inflicted, 
was  to  awaken  the  slumbering  community  to 
the  merits  of  a  national  bank.  It  would  dis- 
appoint the  States  in  their  expectations  of  re- 
ceiving the  surplus  revenue.  Finally,  that  it 
would  stop  the  wheels  of  Government,  and 
afford  the  enemies  of  those  in  power  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exultingly  pointing  to  its  bankruptcy, 
and  proclaiming  the  mismanagement  of  its  reve- 
nues. He  regarded  the  great  body  of  those  in 
opposition  as  honest  and  patriotic  citizens,  and 
was  far  from  believing  that  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  such,  motives  as  he  had  alluded  too ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  felt  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  express  the  belief,  forced  on  him  by 
the  circumstances  he  had  described,  that  there 
were  some  to  be  found  among  them  ready  to 
compass  their  objects  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  and  best  interests  of  their  country. 

It  would  not,  he  thought,  be  doubted,  on  a 
candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  that  the  connection  between  the 
Government  and  the  banks  had  invited  and 
been  made  the  cause  of  the  harassing  warfare 
which,  to  subserve  party  purposes,  had  been,  in 
that  space  of  time,  almost  constantly  kept  up 
against  the  deposit  banks,  and,  consequently, 
affecting  to  a  great  extent  the  interests  and  bus- 
iness of  the  country.  The  streams  of  the  money 
circulation  never  can  run  clear  or  smooth  while 
they  are  liable  to  be  muddied  and  lashed  into 
impetuous  violence  by  being  mingled  with  polit- 
ical excitement.  The  country  wiU  be  perpet- 
ually liable  to  experience  inundations  at  one 
time  in  its  circulation,  and  at  another  to  suffer 
sudden  reactions.  The  true  remedy  is,  then, 
to  remove  the  cause  by  severing  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  By 
doing  this,  many  of  the  most  powerful  motives 
to  produce  agitation  on  this  most  delicate  and 
sensitive  question  will  be  effectually  removed. 

The  President,  in  recommending  a  severance 
of  the  connection  between  the  Government  and 


the  banks,  had  assumed  an  attitude  of  dignified 
firmness  and  moral  elevation  worthy  the  char- 
acter of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  It 
carried  out  the  doctrine  into  practice,  that  sim- 
plicity in  the  administration  of  a  Government 
founded  on  the  will  of  the  peeple,  while  it  is 
the  readiest  means  of  perpetuating  its  princi- 
ples, is  the  surest  way  of  securing  their  esteem 
ajid  approbation.  It  voluntarily  proposed  to 
relinquish  whatever  of  power  and  influence 
might  be  derived  to  the  Executive  branch  of 
the  Government  from  a  connection  with  mon- 
eyed institutions,  and,  in  doing  so,  would  leave 
it  to  repose  on  the  wisdom  of  its  policy,  and 
the'merits  of  its  measures,  for  public  support. 

Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  said  it  was  now  very 
apparent  that  the  decision  of  Congress  would 
be  ultimately  narrowed  down  to  a  choice  be- 
tween the  plan  of  fiscal  agency  then  proposed, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  The 
State  banks  had,  on  a  fair  trial,  proved  them- 
selves incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  such 
a  trust,  and  if  again  resorted  to,  would,  in  all 
probability,  sooner  or  later,  present  a  repetition 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  recently 
involved  the  Government  and  the  country.  To 
the  creation  of  a  national  bank,  in  any  form,  he 
had  objections  of  an  insuperable  character. 
The  argument  made  by  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  debate,  against  its  constitution- 
ality, was  unanswered  and  unanswerable.  The 
objections  to  it,  as  a  measure  of  expediency, 
were  equally  strong  and  decisive.  The  remedy 
which  it  would  afford  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease,  which  its  friends  professed  its  capacity 
to  relieve.  Besides  its  tendency  to  produce 
pecuniary  distress  for  some  time  before  it  could 
go  into  operation,  if  established  under  the  pres- 
sure of'  the  present  pretended  necessity,  it 
would  be  fixed  on  the  country,  notwithstand- 
ing any  abuses  it  might  commit,  for  ages  to 
come.  The  argument  would  be  constantly  and 
readOy  used  by  its  advocates,  that  it  must  be 
continued,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
ruined. 

Renewal  of  Revenue  Bonds.  ' 

Mr.  Geuiidt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  biU  to  regulate  the  fees  of  District 
Attorneys  for  the  renewal  of  custom-house 
bonds.  Kead,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

This  bill  fixes  the  fees  at  five  dollars  for  each 
renewal. 


MoNBAT,  October  2. 

Sub-Treasunj  BiU. 

The  sub-Treasury  bill  being  resumed, 
Mr.    Bataed,  of  Delaware,  addressed   the 
Senate. 

Mr.  President :  The  bill  now  before  us  pro- 
poses three  measures:  the  first  of  which  is, 
to  dissolve  all  connection  with  the  banks ;  see- 
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ondly,  to  substitute  the  agency  of  certain  of- 
ficers, thirteen  or  fourteen  thousand  in  number, 
for  that  of  the  banks  in  keeping  the  revenues 
of  the  Government;  and,  thirdly,  to  receive, 
after  a  certain  period,  nothing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  payment  of  Government  dues. 
The  objects  ■which  are  said  to  be  contemplated 
as  the  results  of  these  measures  are,  first,  to 
secure  the  Government  against  loss  in  the  keep- 
ing of  its  treasure ;  and,  secondly,  to  provide  a 
currency  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  which  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  constitutional  currency.  The 
measures  themselves  have  nothing  to  recom- 
mend them  beyond  their  supposed  tendency  to 
accomplish  these  objects.  Before  proceeding, 
however,  to  the  discussion  of  these  matters,  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  just  and  precise  conception 
of  the  objects,  the  accomplishment  of  which  is 
said  to  be  contemplated. 

The  first,  which  respects  the  fact  of  security 
against  loss  in  keeping  the  public  treasure,  is 
easily  understood,  but  the  other,  the  favorite 
object,  of  providing  a  currency  of  gold-  and 
silver  coin,  requires  some  explanation.  It  has 
been  supposed,  sir,  and  I  confess  I  entertained 
the  same  opinion,  that  some  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate these  measures  were  bent  on  procuring 
a  purely  metallic  currency  for  the  country,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  paper ;  while  others  were 
aiming  only  at  a  larger  infusion  of  the  precious 
jnetals  into  the  circulating  medium,  being  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  a  considerable  part  of  it 
should  still  consist  of  convertible  paper.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  from  a  closer  attention  to 
what  has  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject,  that 
the  views  of  all  of  us  are  directed  merely  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  metallic  portion  of  the  cur- 
rency, by  changing  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of 
paper  and  coin,  as  it  existed  before  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  The  case  is  not, 
therefore,  riglitly  presented  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton-,)  when  he  states 
it  to  be  a  contest  between  opposite  systems  of 
paper  and  coin ;  but,  in  fact,  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists  in  relation  to  the  curren- 
cy is  merely  as  to  the  relative  proportions  in 
which  paper  and  coin  should  compose  it. 

No  one,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, has  professed  to  countenance,  much  less 
to  recommend,  an  inconvertible  paper  medium, 
except,  indeed,  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  who  seems  to  think  that 
a  Government  paper  is  the  only  safe  one.  I 
shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  show  what  are  the 
difierent  views  entertained  on  this  subject,  and 
the  probable  effect  which  the  diflerent  propo- 
sitions heretofore  made  for  the  suppression  of 
notes  of  a  low  denomination  would  have  upon 
the  currency.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr. 
Benton,)  who  has  taken  the  lead  upon  this  sub- 
■joot  of  metallic  currency,  may  very  fairly  be 
taken  as  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  those 
who  are  most  partial  to  the  precious  metals. 
His  proposition  is  to  suppress  all  notes  under 
one  hundred  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  speech 
delivered  by  him  on  the  27th  January,  1837, 
Vol.  XUI.— 28 


on  the  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order, 
in  which  he  cites  Ms  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  District  banks  in  the  preceding  session,  as 
containing  bis  views  on  the  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  that  speech : 

"  Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  proposed  limit  of  twenty 
dollars  for  the  minimum  size  of  bank  notes  was  not 
an  arbitrary  assumption  or  a  fanciful  designation ; 
but  was  a  limit  ascertained  by  experience  and  proven 
by  results  to  be  the  lowest  that  would  suffice  to  ac- 
complish the  ends  intended :  these  ends  are,  1st.  To 
re-establish  the  gold  currency.  2d.  To  make  gold 
and  silver  the  common  currency  for  all  the  small 
dealing  of  the  country.  3d.  To  extend  and  enlarge 
the  specie  basis  of  the  paper  circulation.  4th.  To 
save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  com- 
munity from  the  effects  of  contractions  and  expan- 
sions from  bank  issues.  6th.  To  save  them  from  the 
impositions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  when  banks 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  burden  of  the  wear 
and  tear  of  small  notes.  6th.  To  save  hard  money 
enough  in  the  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  such 
paper  currency  as  commerce  and  large  dealings  may 
squire.  These  are  the  objects  to  be  accomplished, 
and  less  than  $20  will  have  no  adequate  eifect.  Far 
better  would  the  limit  be  of  $100,  as  it  is  nearly  in 
France,  and  where  that  limit  ensures  a  circulation 
of  nine-tenths  gold  and  silver  and  one-tenth  paper." 

It  thus  appears,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  a  hard-money  cur- 
rency do  not  contend  for  the  entire  expulsion 
of  paper,  but  desire  a  larger  infusion  of  precious 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  odious  and  unconstitutional 
character  of  a  mere  paper  currency,  for  a  mix- 
ed currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper  can- 
not be  denominated  a  paper  currency.  The 
different  views,  then,  which  are  entertained  as 
to  the  ratio  of  this  mixture  of  paper  and  coin 
in  the  circulating  medium,  may  be  reduced  to 
three  classes :  first,  of  those  who,  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  are  in 
favor  of  a  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  under 
$100 ;  secondly,  of  those  who,  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives,)  are  in  favor  of 
a  suppression  of  all  notes  imder  $20;  and, 
thirdly,  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  $10  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  a  due  proportion  of  coin  in  the 
circulation.  Before  proceeding  to  my  argu- 
ment, I  think  it  important  to  the  perfect  com- 
prehension of  the  matter,  that  we  should  first 
settle,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  effect  which 
would  be  produced  upon  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  tbe 
above  suggestions.  Fortunately,  sir,  we  are 
not  without  the  means  of  doing  so.  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
condition  of  the  State  banks,  made  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  banks  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
furnishes  some  data  for  that  purpose.  I  take 
the  instance  of  the  New  York  currency,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  one,  the  component  parts 
of  which  are  stated,  and  I  presume  that  those 
facts  which  are  fonnd  to  be  true  in  relation  to 
the  paper  part  of  that  currency,  will  be  found 
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to  be  nearly  so  in  relation  to  the  paper  part  of 
the  currency  of  the  whole  country,  although  it 
is  very  probable  that  a  difference,  more  or  less 
considerable,  may  be  found  to  exist  in  the  cur- 
rency of  some  particular  States.  But,  so  far 
as  my  argument  is  concerned,  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence whether  the  statement  be  precisely 
accurate  or  not ;  the  object  being  to  give  some 
definite  idea  of  the  practical  effect  of  those 
views.  In  that  report  the  entire  p^per  curren- 
cy, on  the  1st  of  January,  1836,  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  is  stated  to  be  $21,123,089, 
which,  with  the  sum  of  $4,000,000,  the  proba- 
ble amount  of  coin  in  circulation,  would  make 
the  entire  currency  of  paper  and  coin  about 
$25,000,000.  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  whole  number  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  upwards, 
amounted  to  $5,230,200,  which  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  currency ;  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $20  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  or  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  currency;  and  that  the  whole 
number,  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $10  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $12,265,765,  or  about  one-half  of  the 
entire  currency.  It  will  follow,  then,  that  to 
suppress  all  notes  under  $100  would  give  four 
parts  of  coin,  and  one  of  paper,  of  the  whole 
currency ;  while  the  suppression  of  all  notes 
under  $20  would  give  two  parts  of  coin  and  one 
of  paper,  and  the  suppression  of  all  notes  under 
$10  would  give  a  currency  one-half  of  coin,  and 
the  other,  of  paper. 

It  is  of  no  consequence  to  my  argument 
whether  these  ratios  be  exactly  correct:  it  is 
-sufBoient  if  they  be  an  approximation  to  the 
truth.  Let  us  then  apply  them  to  the  whole 
currency  of  the  United  States,  and  observe  the 
result. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
estimated  the  entire  currency  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  December,  1836,  to  be 
$148,000,000,  of  which  $120,000,000  were  pa- 
per, and  $28,000,000  coin.  As  it  is  necessary 
to  take  some  specific  amount  for  the  purpose  of 
calculation,  we  wiU  take  that  to  be  the  actual 
amount  of  the  entire  currency  of  the  country. 
The  efieot  upon  that  currency,  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  suppress  all  notes  under  $100,  would, 
from  the  analogy  of  the  New  York  currency, 
be,  to  give  us  $118,400,000  of  coin,  and'  $29,- 
600,000  of  paper,  as  the  relative  proportions. 
The  proposition  to  sjippress  all  notes  under  $20 
would  give  nearly  $99,000,000  of  coin,  and 
$49,000,000  of  paper ;  while  that  to  suppress 
all  notes  under  $10  would  give  $74,000,000  of 
coin,  and  $74,000,000  of  paper.  This  view  of 
the  matter  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  question 
of  how  much  coin  it  is  proper  for  the  banks  to 
keep  in  their  vaults  as  the  basis  of  their  paper 
circulation ;  and  which  experience  would  seem 
to  indicate  to  be  about  one-third. 


Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  that,  whether 
the  object  be  to  increase  the  ratio  of  the  mix- 
ture of  coin  in  the  whole  circulation  as  it  exist- 
ed on  the  1st  of  December  last,  or  to  provide 
an  exclusive  metallic  currency,  the  measnres 
now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us  will  not 
only  not  promote  that  object,  but  defeat  it  alto- 
gether. To  do  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  simple  principles,  which  are 
established  laws  of  currency.  The  purpose  of 
a  currency  being  to  effect  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments of  the  nation,  a  given  amount  in  value, 
less  than  the  amount  of  those  payments,  but 
having  a  proportionate  relation  to  them,  is  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  standards  of  value  over 
the  whole  world,  and  are,  at  the  same  time, 
objects  of  commerce  and  materials  of  currency. 
From  these  facts  results  a  law  of  mixed  curren- 
cy, that  paper  will  expel  the  coin  unless  it  be 
restrained  in  its  numerical  amount  and  denomi- 
nation. Of  this  fact  abundant  evidence  may 
be  found  in  the  history  of  every  civilized  na- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate 
by  referring  to  the  elementary  writers  as  au- 
thorities upon  that  point.  I  shall  content  my- 
self with  authorities  nearer  home.  I  mean  to 
forage  in  the  enemy's  country ;  and  I  will  cite 
one,  which  I  presume  will  be  satisfactory,  not 
only  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  ]3eh- 
Tou,)  but  to  those  also  who  are  most  zealous  on 
the  subject  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  being 
no  other  than  the  speech  of  that  Senator  upon 
the  District  banks,  delivered  in  the  session  of 
1835-'6,  to  which  I  have  before  refeiTed,  and 
from  which  I  now  read  the  following  extract : 

"The  great  evils  of  a  small  paper  currency  are : 
1.  To  banish  gold  and  silver;  2.  To  encourage 
counterfeiting;  3.  To  destroy  the  standard  of  values; 
i.  To  throw  the  burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  paper 
system  upon  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of 
the  community.  The  instinct  of  banks  to  siijc  their 
circulation  to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes  which 
can  be  forced  upon  the  community  is  a  trait  in  the 
system  universally  proved  to  exist  wherever  banks 
of  circulation  have  been  permitted  to  give  a  currency 
to  a  country,  and  the  effect  of  that  instinct  has  always 
been  to  banish  gold  and  silver.  When  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  in  the  year  1694,  it  could 
issue  no  note  less  than  £100  sterUng ;  that  amount 
was  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering  efforts  of 
the  bank  to  £50 ;  then  to  £20  ;  then  to  £15 ;  then 
to  £10  ;  and  at  last  to  £5  ;  and,  finally,  to  £2  and 
£1.  Those  denominations  were  not  reached  UDtil 
the  year  1797,  or  until  one  hundred  and  three  years 
after  the  institution  of  the  bank ;  and,  as  the  several 
reductions  in  the  size  of  the  notes,  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  paper  currency  took  place,  gold 
became  more  and  more  scarce,  and,  with  the  issue  of 
£1  and  £2  notes,  it  totally  disappeared  from  the 
country.  This  effect  was  foretold  by  all  political 
economists,  and  especially  by  Mr.  Burke,  then  aged 
and  retired  from  public  life,  who  wrote  from  his  re- 
treat to  Mr.  Canning,  to  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Prime 
Minister,  these  prophetic  words :  '  If  this  bill  for  the 
£1  and  £2  notes  is  permitted  to  pass,  we  shall  never 
see  another  guinea  in  England.'  The  bill  did  pass, 
and  the  prediction  was  fulfilled;   for  not  another 
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guinea,  half  guinea,  or  sovereign  was  seen  in  England 
Tor  circulation,  until  the  bill  was  repealed  two-and- 
twenty  years  afterwards." 

The  report  of  the  New  York  bank  commis- 
sioners, made  on  the  23cl  of  January,  1836,  is 
to  the  same  effect,  showing  that  the  practical 
experience  of  our  own  country  corresponds 
with  that  of  England.  The  commissioners 
say: 

"  The  measures  adopted  at  the  la.st  session  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  suppression  of  the  small  bank 
notes  have,  so  far  as  they  have  yet  gone  into  opera- 
tion, occasioned  as  little  inconvenience  as  was  to  have 
been  expected.  The  effects  of  the  change  were  not 
sensibly  felt  until  about  the  1st  of  September,  and, 
since  that  time,  a  large  amount  of  specie  has  been 
put  into  circulation,  which  will  be  very  much  in- 
creased after  the  issues  of  the  three  dollar  notes  shall 
have  ceased.  Our  Canadian  neighbors,  however,  cir- 
culate a  very  large  amount  of  small  bank  notes, 
which  are  talcen  as  freely  on  the  adjoining  frontier  of 
the  State  as  our  own  notes  or  specie.  In  a  consider- 
able portion  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  where  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  inhabitants  is  chiefly  with  Canada, 
the  law  is  entirely  disregarded.  It  is  more  or  less 
so  in  the  counties  bordering  upon  Vermont,  in  the 
extreme  western  counties,  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  will  be  found  impossible,  we  apprehend, 
to  enforce  the  law  effectually  so  long  as  the  small 
notes  are  issued  by  the  banks  of  the  adjoining 
States." 

There  can,  therefore,  I  think,  sir,  be  no  doubt 
upon  this  point,  that  it  is  the  inflexible  law  of 
a  mixed  currency  of  paper  and  coin,  that  the 
cheaper  material  supplants  the  more  costly  one, 
and  that  the  only  mode  by  which  you  can  se- 
cure a  proper  admixture  of  coin  is  by  the  sup- 
pression of  the  small  notes.  I  am  thus  par- 
ticular as  to  this  practical  truth,  because  upon 
it  is  based  the  whole  structure  of  my  argument. 
I  have  before  stated  that  the  whole  currency 
of  the  country  is  assumed  to  be  what  it  was  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  as  appears  from  the 
Secretary's  report,  $148,000,000,  of  which 
$28,000,000  was  coin  and  $120,000,000  bank 
notes.  The  Government  furnishes  the  coin — 
the  banks  furnish  the  paper  part  of  the  cur- 
rency. We  are  all  agreed  that,  to  constitute 
a  sound  currency,  there  should  be  a  larger  ad- 
mixture of  the  precious  metals.  Those  who 
are  in  favor  of  the  suppression  of  notes  under 
$10  wish,  as  I  have  shown,  to  raise  the  amount 
of  coin  in  circulation  from  $28,000,000  to 
$74,000,000 ;  those  in  favor  of  the  suppression 
of  notes  under  $20,  to  raise  the  amount  of  coin 
to  $99,000,000  ;  and  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
and  those  who  think  with  him  that  all  notes 
wider  $100  should  be  suppressed,  wish  to  raise 
that  amount  to  $118,000,000.  And  yet,  sir, 
what  means  do  they  now  propose  to  take  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  ?  Why,  sir,  to 
separate  the  Government  from  the  banks !  To 
divorce  the  Government  from  the  banks  I  To 
leave  the  banks  to  themselves !  The  Senator 
says  they  have  fallen  into  the  sea,  and  he  will 
not  assist  to  angle  tliem  out !    And  this,  too, 


after  we  have  been  told  by  the  Senator  him- 
self, and  the  proposition  is  undoubtedly  true, 
"  that  the  instinct  of  banks  to  sink  their  circu- 
lation to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes 
which  can  be  forced  upon  the  community,  is  a 
trait  in  the  system — and  the  effect  of  that  in- 
stinct has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and  sil- 
ver." No,  sir,  you  cannot  leave  the  banks  to 
themselves ;  you  cannot  divorce  the  Govern- 
ment from  them !  You  must  watch  over  and 
regulate  them,  if  you  mean  to  accomplish  the 
object  which  you  profess  to  have  in  view, 
namely,  the  improvement  of  the  currency. 

But  it  is  said  that,  by  requiring  payments  to 
the  Government  to  be  made  in  coin,  you  wUl 
compel  its  circulation.  Well,  sir,  to  what  ex- 
tent do  you  compel  that  circulation  ?  To  the 
extent  only  of  the  amount  that  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  effect  those  payments.  The  Pres- 
ident tells  us  In  his  Message  that  the  amount  of 
coin  which  would  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose is  about  $10,000,000.  Then,  I  say,  in  the 
event  of  the  non-resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  your  currency  would  con- 
sist of  $138,000,000  of  paper,  and,  what  is 
worse,  of  inconvertible  paper,  without  a  limit 
to  its  extension ;  and  of  $10,000,000  of  coin, 
and  that  coin  would  be  confined  to  the  channel 
of  Government  receipts  and  Government  pay- 
ments. The  purrency  would  submit '  to  the 
force  you  put  upon  it,  jnst  to  the  extent  of  that 
force,  and  no  further.  Your  action  would  re- 
semble in  its  effect  a  proviso  to  a  general  law, 
which  is  a  restraint  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
proviso ;  and  your  coin  would  circulate  only  in 
the  channel  which  you  bad  dug  out  for  it.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  banks  should  resume 
specie  payments,  and  the  currency  should  be 
again  composed,  as  it  was  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember last,  of  $28,000,000  of  coin  and  $120,- 
000,000  of  paper,  then,  I  say,  sir,  that,  as  there 
would  be  specie  more  than  enough,  in  circula- 
tion, to  answer  the  payments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  measure  of  demanding  payment  in 
coin  would  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  amount.  The  reason  of  all  this  is 
apparent,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  which 
I  have  stated,  that  paper  will  banish  coin  from 
circulation  unless  restrained,  and  will  always 
do  so  up  to  the  point  of  that  restraint. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  any  specu- 
lative reasoning  in  proof  of  these  positions. 
You  have  now,  sir,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
the  most  positive  proof  of  their  truth.  Does 
not  the  Government  at  this  moment  demand 
payment  of  its  dues,  of  its  duties,  its  postages, 
and  its  sales  of  public  lands,  in  coin  ?  And  yet 
does  that  coin  enter  into  the  general  circula- 
tion ?  Is  it  not  confided  entirely  to  Govern- 
ment debtors  and  Government  creditors,  to 
those  who  consume  the  revenues  and  those 
who  pay  them?  I  say,  then,  sir,  that  the  re- 
sult of  your  measure  is  this,  and  this  only,  to 
secure  coin  as  the  currency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  leave  paper  as  the  currency  of  the 
people.    It  is  no  unusual  thing,  Mr.  President, 
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to  see  those  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
profess  one  thing  and  do  another. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  my  second 
proposition,  which  is,  that  Congress  is  hoimd 
to  furnish  a  sound  currency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  To  any  one  read  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  and  in  the  text  of  the  constitution,  it 
would  seem  strange  that  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary  to  formally  propound  such  a  proposi- 
tion, much  more  so  to  prove  it.  But  .the  pecu- 
liar tone  of  the  Message,  and  the  doctrines  of 
some  of  the  supporters  of  the  administration 
on  this  floor,  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the 
constitution  had  been  formed,  and  the  Govern- 
ment created,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take 
care  of  itself.  Is  it  then  true,  sir,  that  this 
Government  was  created,  merely  that  Martin 
Van  Buren  might  be  President,  and  eujoy  the 
dignity  and  emoluments  of  his  office ;  that 
you,  sir,  should  be  Vice  President,  and  we  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  with  the  piivilege 
of  franking  our  letters  and  receiving  a  per  diem 
of  eight  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  ?  Was  that 
the  end  and  purpose  of  all  the  anxious  deliber- 
ation of  that  band  of  patriots  who  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  to  form  the  constitution,  and  of 
the  cession,  in  that  instrument,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  of  almost  all  the  high  attributes  of 
sovereignty  ?  I  had  hitherto  thought  the  ob- 
ject had  been  "  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States."  I  was 
taught  to  think  that  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  end  and  object  of  the  con- 
stitution was  to  promote  their  welfare.  It 
seems,  however,  sii',  that  those  who  administer 
the  Government  read  that  instrument  different- 
ly, and  have  come  to  the  enlightened,  profound, 
liberal,  and  statesman-like  conclusion,  that  the 
Government  was  created  merely  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  that  the  people  have  no  part  or  lot  in 
the  field  of  its  operations.  Let  us,  then,  examine 
for  a  moment  the  soundness  of  this  opinion,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  currency  is  concerned,  that 
being  the  matter  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. 

Every  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  knows  that  we  came  out  of 
that  conflict  with  a  ruined  commerce  and  a  de- 
based currency  of  inconvertible  paper ;  that 
the  States  refused  to  confer  on  the  old  Congress 
the  power  to  levy  duties  on  imports,  and  were 
unable  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  indirect 
mode  of  taxation  themselves.  That  if  New 
York,  for  instance,  sought  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  her  commerce,  New  Jersey  interfered  and 
defeated  her  plans  by  throwing  open  her  ports. 
That,  in  the  same  manner,  the  commercial  regu- 
lations of  Pennsylvania  were  at  the  mercy  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  were,  in  fact,  frus- 
trated by  the  legislation  of  that  State ;  and  so 
of  the  other  States.  In  the  hopeless  imbecility 
of  commercial  enterprise  which  grew  out  of 
this  condition  of  things,  the  people  saw  the 
necessity  of  a  General  Government,  which 


should  have  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
and  provide  a  uniform  and  sound  currency  for 
the  country.  The  main  and  immediate  induce- 
ment for  the  formation  of  the  present  form  of 
Government  was  the  desire  to  escape  from  these 
distresses  and  fembarrassments,  which,  from  their 
all-pervading  character,  could  only  be  cured  by 
a  National  Government.  Hence  we  find  that 
the  express  power  is  given  in  the  constitution 
to  regulate  commerce,  as  well  as  the  express 
power  to  regulate  the  standards  of  value  and 
quantity,  which  are  the  legs  of  commerce. 

I  shall  not,  sir,  after  the  luminous  and  pow- 
erful argument  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Webster,)  upon  this  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  attempt  to  say  any  thing  in 
illustration  or  support  of  it.  I  would  not  he 
chargeable  with  attempting  "  the  wasteful  and 
ridiculous  excess  of  adding  perfume  to  the  rose, 
or  gilding  refined  gold,"  but  will  content  my- 
self with  remarking,  that  one  might  fairly  con- 
clude that  as  commerce  in  modern  times  is  no 
longer  carried  on  by  barter,  but  is  conducted,  in 
its  minuter  details,  by  means  of  money ;  and, 
in  its  larger  operations,  by  the  commercial 
currency  of  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  gives 
the  right  to  regulate  the  means  by  which  it  is 
conducted.  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  consider 
other  provisions  of  the  constitution.  My  pro- 
position is,  that  Congress  is  bound  to  furnish  a 
sound  currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  say  of 
coin  and  convertible  paper,  for  I  consider  the 
latter  as  equivalent  to  coin  in  the  matter  of 
currency.  If,  therefore,  any  one  should  be  of 
opinion  that  Congress  is  bound  to  flirnish  an 
entire  metallic  currency,  that  opinion  does  not 
weaken  the  strength  of  my  argument,  the  views 
which  I  am.  about  to  present  being  applicable 
to  both  positions. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  is  given  to  Con- 
gress "  to  coin  money."  For  what  purpose  is 
money  to  be  coined  ?  Not  that  it  may  be  melt- 
ed down,  and  manufactured  into  plate ;  not  that 
it  may  be  exported,  and  pass  into  foreign  mints, 
to  assume  some  other  form,  'or  receive  some 
other  impression ;  nor  that  it  may  be  hoarded 
as  a  matter  of  curiosity  or  avarice ;  but  that  it 
may  be  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  coined 
money  is  used,  namely,  the  currency  or  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  I  say  of  the 
country,  because,  as  the  power  is  a  trust  for 
the  general  welfare,  its  execution  must  have 
reference  to  the  end  of  its  existence.  In  the 
second  place.  Congress  is  authorized  to  punish 
the  offence  "  of  counterfeiting  the  current  coin 
of  the  United  States."  In  the  third  place,  the 
States  are  prohibited  from  coining  money. 
And,  in  the  fourth  place,  nothing  "  but  gold 
and  silver  coin  "  can  be  made  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts.  As  the  great  business  of  cur- 
rency is  to  pay  debts,  and  Congress  has  the 
exclusive  power  of  furnishing  the  coin,  in 
which  alone  those  debts  can  be  legally  paid,  it 
follows  that  it  is  their  constitutional  duty  to 
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furnisli  such  currency  of  coin,  or  what  is  equiv- 
alent, of  convertible  paper ;  for,  if  they  do 
not  furnish  it,  no  other  power  can ;  and  the 
whole  business  of  society  must  be  suspended. 
The  purpose  of  currency  is  to  make  the  aggre- 
gate payments  of  the  country,  and  its  amount 
in  value  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  those 
payments ;  at  the  same  time,  every  payment 
presupposes  an  antecedent  debt,  though  it  exists 
but  for  a  moment,  and  it  is  Congress  alone  that 
can  furnish  the  legal  means  of  making  those 
payments. 

What,  then,  sir,  is  the  consequence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  this  power  and  this  constitutional 
duty  as  regards  the  existing  condition  of  the 
currency  of  this  country,  composed,  as  it  is  as- 
sumed to  be,  of  coin  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  paper  furnished  by  the  banks? 
"What,  I  ask,  is  the  consequence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  duty  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment? Why,  sir,  clearly,  the  obligation  so  to 
regulate  the  issues  of  paper  by  the  banks  as  to 
ensure  its  convertibility  at  all  times  into  coin, 
and  thus  to  provide  a  sound  currency  of  coin 
and  convertible  paper  for  the  people.  If  it  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  furnish  either  a  metallic 
currency,  or  a  mixed  currency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  metallic 
currency  for  the  purpose  of  business,  then  it  is 
bound  to  guard  against  whatever  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  performance  of  its  duty ;  and  I  have 
already  shown  that  it  is  the  tendency  of  banks 
to  extend  their  issues  of  paper,  which  has  the 
effect  of  banishing  the  coin  from  circulation. 
If  Congress  does  not  regulate  the  issues  of  bank 
paper,  then  the  banks  control  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  currency,  and  involve  it  in 
the  violation  of  a  constitutional  duty.  You 
cannot,  then,  abandon  the  banks  to  themselves 
without  being  recreant  to  that  duty.  You  must 
watch  over  them,  and  regulate  their  issues  of 
paper,  or  else  they  defeat  one  of  the  great  pur- 
poses for  which  this  Government  was  created. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  you  are  bound  to 
cause  them  to  return  to  specie  payments,  and 
afterwards  by  your  parental  care  to  guard 
against  another  suspension.  This  duty  I  have 
expressed  in  the  phrase  "  to  provide  a  sound 
currency,"  that  is,  a  currency  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  degenerating  into  inconvertible  paper. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  proportion  of  the 
precious  metals  which  may  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  result,  some  difference  of  opinion 
may  and  does  exist.  I  have  already  explained 
the  different  views  entertained  on  that  subject; 
but  all  are  agreed  that  for  that  purpose  there 
should  be  a  larger  infusion'  of  coin  into  the  cir- 
culation than  existed  at  the  time  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments. 

Then,  sir,  I  ask  if  you  must  watch  over  the 
State  banks  and  regulate  their  issues  of  paper, 
why  not  use  them  as  fiscal  agents  ?  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  (Mr.  ErvKs)  proposes  to  do 
so.  I  shall  votp,  Mr.  President,  for  his  amend- 
ment, though  I  am  free  to  say  I  do  not  think 
it  the  best  that  could  be  offered. 


[Senate. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  is  apparent  that 
it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate the  issues  of  bank  notes,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  means 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  means  of 
a  stamp  duty  on  the  notes.  As  to  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  out  of  the  question  at 
this  time ;  and  I  am  free  to  say,  sir,  that  I  con- 
sider it  altogether  inexpedient,  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  For  I  hold  it  to  be  extremely 
unwise  in  a  Government  constituted  like  ours 
to  attempt  to  force  public  opinion.  TSo  system 
can  be  successfully  administered  which  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  public  will ;  and  it  is  sufficient 
for  me,  in  this  instance,  that  there  is  strong 
reason  to  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  a  national  bank.  I  have  no 
constitutional  scruples  on  the  subject ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  and 
proper  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government, 
and  the  most  gentle  and  effectual  means  of 
furnishing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  the 
country,  composed,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of 
coin  and  convertible  paper.  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
consent  to  vote  for  such  an  institution,  until  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  no  other  mode  of  suppressing 
the  small  notes,  in  the  absence  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States — I  mean,  of  course,  by  the 
action,  direct  or  indirect,  of  this  Government 
— than  a  resort  to  the  taxing  power  by  impos- 
ing a  stamp  duty  on  them.  To  this  there  can- 
not, I  presume,  be  any  constitutional  objection, 
as  it  is  an  express  power,  justified  in  its  use  by 
the  great  object  of  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, but  in  this  instance  used  to  sustain  and 
enforce  another  express  power  and  high  consti- 
tutional duty,  of  supplying  the  country  with  a 
sound  currency  of  coin  or  its  equivalent. 

Mr.  Bataed  continued  his  argument  at  much 
length,  reviewing  the  plan  of  the  Government, 
and  condemning  the  sub-Treasirry  system  of 
keeping  the  public  moneys  as  unsafe  in  itself, 
and  leading  to  fraud  and  peculation. 

Mr.  Weight  rose  and  said  he  would  exam- 
ine, for  a  moment,  the  measures  which  the 
committee  had  reported  to  the  Senate,  that,  in 
that  way,  it  might  be  seen  what  was  their  tend- 
ency and  effect,  and  how  far  the  committee  had 
been  derelict  in  their  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  citizens  generally,  or  in  proposing  such 
measures  of  relief  as  the  Government  could 
adopt.  He  certainly  did  not  intend  to  discuss 
now  measures  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  gone  to  the  House  many  days  since,  but  he 
trusted  a  reference  to  these  measures,  for  the 
purpose  he  had  avowed,  would  be  not  only 
pardonable,  but  proper. 

The  first  was  the  bill  to  postpone  the  trans- 
fer of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposit  with 
the  States.  The  committee  found  that  the 
existing  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  make  this  transfer  to  the  States,  of  about 
nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month ;  on  yesterday. 
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They  found  that  the  means  in  the  Treasury, 
from  which  alone  it  could  he  made,  were  in  the 
late  deposit  banks,  and  in  the  deferred  and  un- 
paid merchants'  bonds  for  duties.     If  the  trans- 
fer must  be  made,  the  banks  and  the  merchants 
must  be  called  upon  for  immediate  payments, 
to  enable  the   Treasury  to  make  it.    'Conse- 
quently, the  customers  of  the  bank,  and  of  the 
merchants,  must  be  called  upon  to  pay  them, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment.    The  committee  supposed  it  impolitic  to 
make  the  call,,  and  oppress  the  debtor  citizens, 
merely  that  the  Treasury  might    obtain  the 
money  to  transfer  for  safe-keeping.     They  con- 
sidered it  wiser  and    better  to  postpone  the 
transfer  and  give  time  to  the  banks  and  mer- 
chants to  pay.     Therefore,  they  presented  the 
bill  in  question :  and  was  it  not  a  relief  bill  ? 
Did  any  one  look  on  it  as  a  relief  to  the  banks 
and  merchants  only?     Did    any  one  suppose 
that  the  banks  actually  had  in  their  possession, 
locked  up  in  their  vaults,  the  money  they  owe 
to  the  Government,  or  that  the  merchants  were 
in  funds  to  pay  their  deferred  bonds,  without  a 
call  upon  their  customers?     On  the  contrary, 
did  not  all  know  that  the  banks  had  loaned 
these  moneys  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
banking  operations,  and  that  they  could  not  pay 
without  collecting  these  loans  at  this  difiBcult 
period  for  borrowers  to  pay  ?    Did  not  all  know 
that  the  inability  of  the  importing  merchants 
to  pay,  proceeded  from  the  inability  of  their 
customers  to  pay,  and  that,  if  pressed  for  pay- 
ment  by  the   Government,  they  must    press 
those  customers  ?     And  who  are  the  customers 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants?     Are  they 
not  the  people,  and  the  whole  people  ?     "Would 
any  one  say,  then,  that  this  was  not  a  relief 
bill  ?     That  this  was  a  bill  for  the  Government, 
and  not  for  the  people  ? 

The  second  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  to  authorize  the  emission  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars  in  value  of  Treasury  notes ;  in  this 
form  to  borrow,  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  in 
money — and  for  what  ?  To  enable  the  Treasury 
to  get  on,  and  grant  time  to  the  debtor  banks 
and  merchants.  The  committee  found  the 
Treasury  in  want  of  means  to  answer  the  ordi- 
nary calls  upon  it,  and  that  those  means  must 
be  realized,  either  from  a  prompt  collection  of 
the  demands  due  to  it,  or  from  moneys  raised 
upon  public  credit.  For  the  reasons  which  induc- 
ed them  to  recommend  a  postponement  of  the 
further  deposits  with  the  States,  they  were  also 
induced  to  present  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  and 
thus,  so  far  as  the  current  calls  upon  the  Treas- 
ury should  require  it,  to  interpose  the  public 
credit  between  the  wants  of  the  Government 
and  the  rigid  collection  of  its  dues.  Was  this 
bill  to  be  considered  in  the  mere  light  of  a  care 
for  the  Government,  without  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens?  Who  were  to  be  affect- 
ed by  a  prompt  and  rigid  collection  of  the 
public  dues?  Not  the  Government,  or  the 
Treasury,  but  the  public  debtors.    Who  were 


the  public  debtors  ?  The  banks  and  the  mer- 
chants immediately:  the  borrowers  from  the 
banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merchants  sub- 
stantially. And  who  were  the  borrowers  from 
the  banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merchants 
but  the  people  of  the  country. 

The  third  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was 
to  gi'ant  time  to  the  importing  merchants  upon 
their  bonds  due,  and  to  become  due,  for  a  year 
from  the  present  time.  The  extension,  assented 
to  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate, was  nine  months  upon  each  bond.  Would 
any  one  question  that  that  was  a  relief  measure 
to  the  merchants  ?  Did  any  one  suppose  that 
the  relief  afforded  by  that  bill  was  designed  to 
reach  no  further  than  the  merchants  who  owed 
the  bonds  ?  No,  sir.  It  was  the  customers  of 
those  merchants,  the  persons  who  had  purchas- 
ed for  consumption  and  use  the  goods  upon 
which  the  duties  were  payable,  that  the  bill 
was  to  relieve.  Few,  comparatively,  of  those 
who  occupy  these  seats  would  have  voted  for 
that  measure,  had  its  influence  and  action  been 
confined  to  the  merchants  only.  But  they 
could  not  indulge  their  debtors  unless  they 
could  be  indulged  by  the  Government,  because 
they  must  collect  if  they  must  pay.  To  enable 
them  to  grant  the  indulgence  which  the  state 
of  the  times  and  the  condition  of  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country  demanded,  was  the  de- 
sign and  object,  and  would  be  the  effect,  of  the 
bill.  Who,  then,  would  deny  to  it  its  relief 
character  ? 

The  fourth  bill  which  the  committee  present- 
ed for  the  acceptance  of  the  Senate,  was  one  to 
extend  a  proportionate  indulgence  to  the  late 
deposit  banks  for  the  payment  of  the  balances 
remaining  due  from  them  to  the  public  Treasu- 
ry. It  was  true  that  these  institutions  stood 
upon  a  different  footing  from  the  merchants. 
They  had  merely  received  the  public  moneys 
for  safe-keeping.  The  moneys  were  legally  and 
technically  in  the  Treasury,  but  were  they  there 
in  fact  ?  Could  the  Treasurer  command  them 
for  the  uses  of  the  Government  or  the  people  ? 
No.  They  were  unavailable  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury. And  why  were  they  unavailable  funds  ? 
Because  the  banks  had  got  them  locked  in  their 
vaults,  and  vrere  not  willing  to  pay  them  upon 
demand  ?  No,  sir :  but  because  the  banks  had 
them  not;  because  they  were  loaned  to  the 
customers  of  the  banks,  the  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  could  not  pay  on  demand.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  its  ordinary 
acceptation,  was  not  intended  to  he  created  by 
the  law  establishing  the  late  hank  deposit  sys- 
tem. It  was  a  mere  agency  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  money,  which  the  law  recognized, 
but  that  agency  had  been  turned  into  the  rela- 
tion of  debtor  and  creditor  by  the  failure  of  the 
banks  to  fulfil  on  their  part — into  the  most  un- 
pleasant relation  of  debtor  and  creditor;  a 
creditor  who  wants  and  debtors  who  cannot 
pay.  Indulgence,  therefore,  became  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  creditor,  as'  adding  to  the 
chances  of  eventual  payment ;  and  of  favor  to 
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the  debtors,  as  giving  them  time  to  collect  the 
means  for  payment.  To  -whom,  then,  was  the 
favor,  the  relief,  extended  ?  To  the  banks  or 
to  their  customers  ?  Most  assuredly  to  the  lat- 
ter. The  banks  could  pay  if  they  could  collect ; 
and,  if  compelled  to  pay,  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  collect.  Their  power  to  indulge  de- 
pended upon  the  indulgence  extended  to  them ; 
and  could  it  be  said  that  a  measure  giving  to 
them  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  to  pay  their 
balances  to  the  Treasury,  was  a  measure  solely 
confined  to  the  protection  of  the  Government, 
without  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  people  ? 

These  were  the  first  four  bills  presented  by 
the  committee  to  the  Senate,  and  yet  they  were 
told  that  they  had  forgotten  the  suffering  in- 
terests of  our  great  community  in  their  exclu- 
sive care  for  the  Government  and  its  ofiBcers. 
AVas  the  charge  just  or  merited  ?  These  bills 
had  all  received  the  final  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  all,  save  one,  had  passed  this  body  by  near- 
ly unanimous  votes,  while  that  one  had  passed 
by  a  large  majority.  It  was  true  that  the  con- 
nection between  them  was  intimate,  and  that, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  each  subsequent  one 
was  predicated  upon  the  success  of  its  prede- 
cessor, while  all  were  most  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  condition  and  action  of  the  public 
Treasury. 

Indeed,  it  was  but  candid  to  say  that  the 
committee  knew  of  no  direct  rehef  which  Con- 
gress could  properly  afford  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people  of  the  country,  but  such  as  should 
grow  out  of  the  existing  connection  between 
the  means  of  the  Treasury  and  the  banking  and 
mercantile  interests.  These  bills  covered  all 
that  ground,  and  no  difference  of  opinion  could 
possibly  exist  as  to  them,  unless  it  should  arise 
upon  the  principle  of  indulgence,  or  the  time 
of  indulgence.  No  such  difference  had  been 
manifested  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
respective  measures,  and  therefore  it  was  right 
to  assume  that  none  existed.  Some  had  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  bor- 
row tlie  nine  and  one-third  millions,  covered 
by  the  first  bill,  that  it  might  be  transferred  to 
the  States  for  safe-keeping;  and  propositions 
having  that  tendency  had  been  presented  to, 
and  acted  upon  by,  the  Senate,  but  they  did 
not  meet  with  favor.  The  body  did  not  seem 
to  suppose  that  such  a  disposition  of  the  public 
credit  would  be  a  measure  of  relief  either  to 
the  Government  or  the  people,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Take,  then,  the  four  measures  referred  to, 
sum  them  up  in  their  combined  action,  and  to 
what  do  they  amount  as  relief  to  the  communi- 
ty ?  The  first  is  equal  to  a  forbearance  to  col- 
lect nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  customers  of  the  banks  and  the  merchants, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  safe-keeping! 
The  three  last  authorize  a  loan,  upon  the  public 
credit,  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  doUars, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government  and 
meet  the  public  appropriations,  and  a  forbear- 
ance of  the  collection  of  that  sum  from  the 


public  debtors,  that  they  too  may  be  able  to 
forbear  collections,  at  this  trying  period,  from 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them.  Here,  then, 
is  dti-ect  and  positive  relief  to  the  amount  of 
nineteen  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars. 
Might  he  not,  then,  ask,  with  some  force  and 
some  justice,  whether  the  committee  were  ob- 
noxious to  the  charge  of  having  forgotten  the 
interests  of  the  people  in  their  care  for  the 
Government?  He  would  here  dismiss  this 
topic. 

The  next  and  only  remaining  charge  against 
the  committee  which  he  proposed  to  notice 
was,  that  in  their  action  they  had  entirely  over- 
looked, or  wholly  neglected  to  act  upon,  one 
of  the  most,  nay,  the  very  most,  important  of 
the  subjects  presented  for  their  action  in  the 
Message  of  the  President  referred  to  them ; 
that  they  had  reported  no  bill  declaring  the 
description  of  currency  which  should  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  He  ■ 
did  not  refer  to  this  complaint  against  the  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
senting it  as  unjust  or  ungenerous ;  not  even 
for  the  purpose  of  refuting  it.  It  had  come 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  well  founded.  The  fact  was  certainly  as 
alleged ;  and  his  only  purpose  was  to  give  the 
reasons  which  governed  himself,  and  which,  he 
was  certain,  governed  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  conclusion  to  report  no  bill  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  to  be  received  into 
the  public  Treasury.  Those  reasons  had  been, 
and  still  were,  satisfactory  to  himself,  as  he 
doubted  not  they  were  to  his  colleagues  upon 
the  committee ;  but  the  course  of  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  this  bill,  seemed  to  indicate,  and 
its  final  action  would  probably  show,  that  they 
were  not  satisfactory  to  the  majority  of  the 
body.  Should  this  be  so,  the  committee  would 
be  content,  when  their  reasons  had  been  placed 
fairly  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 

They  found  the  Message  presenting,  among 
otliers,  two  distinct  points,  both,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  most  deeply  interesting 
to  the  public  Treasury,  the  Government,  and 
the  country.  The  first  was  the  continuance  of 
the  separation  between  the  moneys  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  State  banks,  which  the  operation 
of  the  existing  laws  and  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  had  already  produced.  The  other  was 
a  gradual  and  safe  discontinuance  of  the  recep- 
tion of  the  bills  of  the  State  banks  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  and  an  eventual  return  to 
the  collection  of  gold  and  silver  and  such  paper 
as  should  be  issued  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  United  States,  and  be,  by  the  lav,-s  of  Con- 
gress, made  receivable  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States.  The  laws  as  they  are,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  seemed  to  the  committee  to  re- 
quire immediate  action,  if  the  recommendation 
of  the  President  was  to  be  carried  out  and 
made  a  part  of  our  permanent  policy.  Hence 
they  reported  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  under 
discussion.     They  were    not    unmindful    that 
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some  regulation  as  to  the  descriptions  of  currency 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues 
might  become  necessary,  in  case  the  new  system 
of  deposits  should  be  adopted  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  banks  should  be  changed ;  but 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  of 
the  law  upon  this  point,  they  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  action,  or  for  any  present 
change  of  the  existing  laws.  They  felt  that 
the  two  subjects  were  somewhat  connected, 
but  not  so  intimately  as  to  require  or  demand 
that  both  should  be  embraced  in  the  same  bill. 
They  knew  that  great  diversity  of '  sentiment 
prevailed  as  to  both,  and  that  different  opinions 
were  held  by  those  who  had  hitherto  been 
friends  and  supportei-s  of  the  administration,  as 
well  as  between  them  and  their  common  politi- 
cal opponents.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
with  the  distinct  expression  of  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
present  session  should  be  terminated  at  the 
earliest  possible  day,  the  committee  felt  bound 
to  present  every  subject  from  their  hands  in  the 
most  simple  and  distinct  form,  and  in  a  shape 
which  might  receive  the  detinitive  action  of  the 
body  with  the  least  possible  consumption  of 
time.  "With  this  view  they  reported  separate 
bills  upon  every  subject  upon  which  they  did 
report,  and  the  same  consideration  influenced 
them  to  omit  reports  upon  all  subjects  which 
they  supposed  might  be  deferred  to  the  regxilar 
annual  session,  without  injury  to  any  important 
interest,  public  or  private.  By  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  the  notes  of  non-specie  paying  banks 
can  neither  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues,  nor  paid  to  the  public  creditors.  He 
was  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that,  for  all 
practical  purposes  either  to  the  Government  or 
the  people,  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  other 
banks  in  the  country,  and  he  was  much  more 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  there 
would  not,  in  a  practical  sense,  be  any  such 
banks  until  after  the  time  when  Congress  would 
be  again  in  session.  No  one  had  proposed,  and 
he  was  happy  to  know  that  no  one  would  "pro- 
pose, to  make  the  Inconvertible  notes  of  non- 
specie  paying  banks  receivable  at  the  public 
Treasury,  and  surely  no  one  could  have  expect- 
ed such  a  proposition  from  the  committee.  The 
revenues,  then,  to  every  practical  extent,  are 
now  receivable  in  gold  and  silver  only,  imless 
Congress  shall,  at  its  present  session,  create  a 
paper  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  make  it  receivable  for  the  public 
dues.  Hence  the  absence  of  any  immediate 
necessity  for  legislation  upon  this  point.  The 
committee  further  believed,  what  has  already 
been  proved  to  be  true,  that  any  bill  upon  this 
subject  would  lead  to  long  and  grave  discussion, 
and  tend  to  protract  the  session.  For  these 
reasons  they  had  omitted  to  report  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  had  as  yet  seen  nothing  to 
change  his  opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  their 
course.  lie  still  believed  that  the  connection 
of  these  two  subjects  in  the  same  bill  was  un- 
desirable ;  that  it  would  retard  action,  and  ho 


greatly  feared  embarrass  the  bill  which  the  com- 
mittee had  reported,  and  the  passage  of  which 
they  considered  to  be  of  high  public  importance. 
The  matter,  however,  was  now  with  the  Senate 
and  he  should  cheerfully  submit  to  its  choice. 
If  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  proposition  be- 
fore it,  he  was  ready  to  vote,  whether  they 
should  be  insisted  upon  as  amendments  to  the 
committee's  bill,  or  as  an  independent  measure. 

Having  said  thus  much  by  way  of  explana- 
tion, and  he  hoped,  to  some  extent,  in  justifica- 
tion, of  the  course  and  action  of  the  committee, 
he  would  now  pass  to  a  brief  discussion  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate. 

The  crisis,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  deepest 
interest.  Every  man  in  these  seats,  every  cit- 
izen of  the  country,  felt  it  to  be  so.  Stil!,  its 
peculiar  character  could  not  be  too  often  ad- 
verted to,  or  too  firmly  fixed  in  the  memory  of 
all.  During  a  period  of  jjrofouud  peace ;  after 
a  series  of  years  of  unexampled  abundance  in 
every  production  of  the  earth,  and  every  prod- 
uct of  labor ;  with  a  currency  more  abundant 
than  our  young  country  had  ever  before  wit- 
nessed, and  standing  as  strong  in  the  pnblic 
confidence  as  our  paper  currency  had  ever 
stood ;  with  ready  markets,  and  prices  higher 
than  any  former  period  of  peace  had  sustained; 
nnder  the  influence  of  all  these  elements  and 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  wealth,  national 
and  individual,  and  at  the  entrance  'upon  an- 
other of  those  rich  and  fruitful  seasons  with 
which  a  kind  Providence  so  frequently  blesses 
our  fertile  soil — a  season  not  surpassed  by  any 
which  has  preceded  it  in  the  abundance  it  has 
returned  to  the  husbandman  for  his  labor— at 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  the 
revulsion  came,  and  in  an  instant,  as  it  were— 
in  a  single  night — the  whole  beauty  of  this  rich 
scene  was  changed.  That  ciTrrency,  so  abun- 
dant and  creditable,  became  depreciated,  incon- 
vertible, and  debased.  Those  markets,  so  quick 
and  active,  and  profitable,  became  stagnant  and 
deserted.  Those  prices,  so  alluring  to  enter- 
prise and  industry,  were  changed  to  a  priceless 
mass  of  unsalable  commodities. 

That  all  should  have  inquired  after  the  causes 
of  this  sad  and  sudden  change,  was  most  nat- 
ural. That  statesmen  should  have  done  so,  was 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  their  delicate  and 
responsible  duties.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  qualify  himself  for  the  performance 
of  his  constitutional  duty  of  giving  to  Congress 
"  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  consideration  such  meas- 
ures as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient," 
has  done  this.  In  his  Message,  he  has  given  to 
us  his  opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  brought 
upon  our  country  this  sudden  and  sweeping 
revulsion.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  examine 
the  correctness  of  these  opinions  of  the  Pi'esi- 
dent.  No  one  had  expressed  a  doubt  that  they 
were  honestly  entertained,  and  all  admitted 
that  they  had  been  clearly,  frankly,  and  firmly 
expressed.  They  had  been  the  subject  of  able 
and  extended  criticism  in  the  course  of  this 
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debate,  and  he  thougM  also  the  subject  of 
equally  able  and  perfectly  triumphant  defence. 
Entertaining  this  opinion,  he  had  but  a  single 
remark  to  make  in  regard  to  them,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  heard  criticism  and  contradic- 
tion from  some  quarters  of  the  House  delivered 
in  a  manner  and  in  language  which  excited  his 
profound  regret — in  a  manner  and  in  language 
which  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  (and  he  was 
most  thankful  he  could  not,)  imitate,  towards 
friend  or  opponent. 

He  had  listened  to  the  debate,  however,  with 
profound  attention ;  and  while  all  had  their 
peculiar  views  of  the  causes  of  the  present  de- 
i-angement  in  our  monetary  affairs,  and  while 
the  views  of  the  different  speakers  differed  ma- 
terially as  to  the  immediate  and  most  active 
causes,  ho  thought  there  were  certain  general 
positions  substantially  conceded  by  all ;  which, 
being  drawn  out  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would  advance  us  very  far  in  the  wide 
field  of  discussion  presented  and  occupied  by 
the  various  members.  He  had  endeavored, 
therefore,  to  place  these  positions  upon  paper, 
and  to  give  them  an  order  best  calculated  to 
promote  this  object.     They  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  wide-spread  and  highly  injurious  de- 
rangements have  been,  and  are  experienced,  in 
the  banking  concerns,  and  in  most  of  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  country. 

2.  That  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
affairs  of  individuals  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  caused,  or  greatly  increased,  by  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  in  the  affairs  of  the 
banks. 

8.  That  an  undue  multiplication  of  banks  by 
many  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  excessive 
issues  of  paper  money  by  the  State  banks,  are 
among  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes  which 
have  brought  about  these  embarrassments  of  the 
banks,  and  consequently  of  business  generally. 

4.  That  a  material  enlargement  of  the  specie 
basis  for  our  paper  circulation,  is  indispensable 
to  the  security  of  the  banks,  and  the  stabihty 
of  the  paper  currency. 

5.  That  all  banks  of  issue  and  circulation  are 
liable  to  excesses,  and  that  the  State  banks, 
from  their  distant  locations,  rival  interests,  and 
tlie  variety  and  diversity  of  their  business  and 
associations,  are  peculiarly  so  liable,  which  ren- 
ders it  desirable  and  important  that  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government  should  never  be  so 
directed  as  to  promote  these  excesses,  while,  so 
far  as  that  can  be  safely  and  constitutionally 
done,  it  should  be  so  directed  as  to  have  an 
equal  tendency,  in  all  parts  of  our  extended 
confederacy,  to  check  them. 

6.  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  prevent 
the  evil  of  excessive  banking  by  the  State  insti- 
tutions, are,  in  no  sense,  direct  and  positive, 
but  are,  in  whatever  form  they  may,  be  exer- 
cised, incidental  and  consequential,  growing 
out  of  the  expressly  granted  powers. 

So  far  he  thought  all  could  agree  and  walk 
together  in  this  trying  crisis.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  one  would  controvert  either  of 


these  positions,  while  he  was  sure  that  most  of 
those  who  had  addressed  the  Senate,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  upon  whatever  side  of  the 
House,  had  substantially  assumed  them. 

The  difierence  seemed  to  arise  as  we  passed 
the  last  proposition,  and  came  to  inquire  how 
this  incidental  power  of  Congress  should  be 
exercised.  The  late  catastrophe  to  the  banks 
and  business  of  the  country,  had  satisfied  all 
that  something  was  wrong  in  the  working  of 
our  monetary  system,  but  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  the  appropriate  remedy,  were  ques- 
tions upon  which  opinions  diffei-ed. 

The  President  was  bound,  in  recommending 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  such  measures 
as  he  judged  necessary  and  expedient,  to  point 
out  his  view  of  the  evil,  so  far  as  he  should 
consider  it  connected  with  and  remediable  by 
federal  legislation,  and  to  present  his  plan  of 
remedy.  He  has  done  so  frankly  and  fully, 
and  as  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance have  agreed  with  him,  and  have  reported 
the  bill  under  consideration  to  carry  out  his 
recommendation  upon  this  point,  it  would  be 
his  duty,  Mr.  "W".  said,  to  examine  that  bill  in 
its  favorable  and  unfavorable  influences  upon 
the  Treasury,  upon  the  Governmentj  upon  the 
banks,  and  upon  the  currency  generally.  The 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  became  sep- 
arated from  the  State  banks,  in  May  last,  by 
the  voluntary  suspetision  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  and  the  opeijation  of  the  existing 
laws  upon  that  act,  and  the  bill  proposes  to 
continue  the  separation. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  in- 
fluences, favorable  or  unfavorable,  the  biU  to 
make  this  separation  between  all  banks  and  the 
public  money  permanent,  would  exert  upon  the 
public  Treasury.  It  would  give  to  the  Treas- 
ury direct  possession,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  its  means  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances. They  would  consist  not  of  bank  cred- 
its, but  of  money,  and  would,  therefore,  not  b6 
subject  to  any  of  the  fluctuations  to  which  bank 
credits  must  be  always  liable.  The  means  of 
the  Treasury  would  be  the  value  received,  and 
not  the  mere  representation  of  that  value  in 
account. 

It  would  give  to  the  Treasury  the  perfect 
command  of  its  means.  It  would  no  longer  be 
troubled  with  unavailable  funds,  a  description 
of  funds  well  known  to  it  for  the  last  twenty 
years ;  which  have  always  grown  exclusively 
out  of  its  connection  with  banks ;  which  now 
constitute  almost  its  only  resource  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditors ;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  which  character  given  to  the  means 
of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  he  was  informed,  had, 
more  than  any  other  single  cause,  compelled  the 
convention  of  Congress  at  this  inconvenient, 
and  he  thought  he  might  safely  say  dangerous, 
season  of  the  year.  It  might  be  well  here  to 
define  this  term  "  unavailable  funds,"  as  applied 
to  the  means  in  the  public  Treasury.  He  un- 
derstood them  to  consist,  now  and  upon  aU 
former  occasions,  either  of  bank  notes,  which 
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the  banks  issuing  them  could  not  redeem  in 
specie,  or  any  thing  else  which  would  pay  the 
debts  of  the  Government ;  or  of  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  banks  for  safe  keeping,  and  which 
they  could  not  pay,  upon  demand,  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country,  or  in  any  currency, 
which  the  creditors  of  the  Government  would 
consent  to  receive  as  money.  An  entire  sep- 
aration from  banks  would  of  course  relieve  the 
public  Treasury  from  this  embarrassment  for  the 
future.  It  would,  at  all  times,  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  demands  upon  it,  when  the 
money  of  the  people  had  been  collected  and 
placed  in  its  keeping  for  that  purpose ;  whereas, 
under  the  connection,  these  money*  were  liable 
to  become  unavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
banks,  and  the  people  again  to  be  called  upon 
to  raise,  either  from  their  pockets,  or  upon  their 
credit,  the  means  to  pay  those  very  debts  for 
the  payment  of  which  they  had  once  provided 
by  depositing  the  money  in  bank. 

A  continuance  of  the  separation  would  further 
relieve  the  Treasury  from  the  necessity  of  using 
its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  banks,  when 
revulsions  in  trade,  and  general  shocks  to  credit, 
should  bring  the  banks  in  jeopardy.  These  re- 
vulsions must  be  always  more  or  less  frequent 
in  every  commercial  country,  and  most  fre- 
quent and  most  severe  in  those  which  most 
extensively  adopt  a  system  of  paper  or  credit 
circulation  and  currency.  If,  then,  the  means 
of  the  National  Treasury  are  confided  to  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  banks  which  furnish  that 
paper  or  credit  circulation  and  currency,  they 
must  be  always  subject  to  the  fluctuations,  re- 
vulsions, and  incidents,  to  which  the  credit  of 
the  banks  are  subject.  They  become  mere 
credits  with  the  banks,  and  cannot  be  exempted 
from  the  influences  which  aifect  its  other  cred- 
its. Can  the  fiscal  oflBcers  of  the  Government, 
then,  neglect  to  put  forth  their  exertions,  and 
the  means  at  their  command,  to  sustain  the 
credit  of  those  banks,  when  occasion  shall  call ; 
whose  credits  constitute  the  means  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  itself?  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  loud  and  startling  complaints  had 
been  made  in  this  hall  against  a  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  mere  suspicion  that 
he  had  used  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  deposit  banks ;  but  would 
any  gentleman  deny  that,  under  this  concise 
and  practical  view  of  the  consequences  of  a  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  of  the  people  and 
the  banks,  it  must  frequently  become  the  im- 
perious duty  of  that  officer,  a  duty  as  binding 
as  that  of  keeping  the  Treasury  in  a  situation 
to  answer  the  calls  upon  it,  to  exert  this  power, 
and  so  to  locate  the  means  of  the  Treasury,  as 
to  render  it  as  eflfective  as  possible  ?  The  conse- 
quence was  unavoidable,  and  still  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power  would  always  he  odious  in  a 
political  sense,  and  must  always  be  more  or 
less  invidious  in  a  financial  sense.  It  could 
never  be  exerted  equally  towards  all  the  banks, 
but  must  be  used  especially  in  favor  of  those 
which  should  be,  for  the  time  being,  the  depos- 


itories of  the  public  funds.'  Its  influence,  then, 
might  often  be  unfavorable,  and  even  injurious 
towards  institutions  which  had  promoted  as 
much  as  any  other,  the  collection  and  prompt 
payment  of  the  public  revenues,  but  which 
should  not,  on  the  day  of  trouble,  be  safe  keep- 
ers of  any  portion  of  those  revenues.  Is  it  not 
desirable,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  all 
interests  to  be  regarded,  to  relieve  the  Treasury, 
and  the  head  of  the  fiscal  department  of  this 
Government,  from  this  always  so  delicate,  and 
frequently  so  odious,  an  exercise  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  public  funds,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  banks  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try ?  He  must  say  that  a  proper  national  pride, 
and  a  just  feeling  of  patriotism,  seemed  to  him 
to  demand  it,  at  any  expense  short  of  the  posi- 
tive sacriflce  of  some  paramount  public  in- 
terest. 

A  further  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  make  the  Treasury  the  keeper 
of  its  own  means,  and  especially  if  those  means 
shall  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  the  legal 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  issued 
upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
only,  will  be  a  perfect  uniformity  of  value  in 
the  collections  and  disbursements  of  the  Treas- 
ury, wherever  made.  Its  operations  will  be- 
come stable  and  certain  in  every  sense,  and  all 
the  contracts  with  the  Government  may  be 
made  without  the  customary  deductions  on  ac- 
count of  the  anticipated  receipt  of  a  depreciated 
medium  of  payment.  Every  citizen  can  make 
his  proposals  for  the  public  works  or  public  sup- 
plies, wherever  may  be  the  place  of  his  resi- 
dence, or  the  place  of  payment  under  the  con- 
tract, based  upon  the  par  of  money,  and  wiU 
not  be  driven  to  an  uncertain  calculation  upon 
the  fiuctuations  of  exchange  and  the  uncertain- 
ties of  credit. 

These  are  some  of  the  benefits  to  be  antici- 
pated to  the  public  Ti-easury  from  a  permanent 
separation  from  the  banks.  "What  are  the  in- 
juries, the  unfavorable  influences,  if  any,  to 
stand  against  these  beneflts?  He  had  heard 
but  one  suggested,  so  far  as  the  interests  and 
conveniences  of  the  Treasury  are  concerned,  and 
he  must  say  but  that  one  had  occurred  to  his 
mind.  The  expense  and  trouble  of  remitting 
specie,  in  cases  where  that  should  become  ne- 
cessary, was,  he  believed,  the  only  drawback 
upon  the  Treasury  for  all  these  benefits,  and  a 
short  examination  would  show  the  weight  of 
this  objection. 

Under  the  system  of  bank  deposits,  drafts 
from  the  Treasurer,  upon  the  different  deposi- 
tories, and  from  one  depository  upon  another, 
are  made  the  medium  of  remittance  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  and,  where  the  drafts  are  fully  cred- 
ited, supersede  the  necessity  of  an  actual  trans- 
portation of  the  money  in  almost  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  Treasury.  Nothing  in  the 
system  proposed,  prevents  the  use.  of  the  same 
medium  for  remittance  and  exchange.  The 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
upon  a  receiving  officer  of  the  Government, 
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•will  certainly  have  as  good  credit  as  his  drafts 
upon  a  deposit  bank,  and  when  they  are  known 
to  be  drawn  upon  the  specie  in  safe-keeping, 
and  upon  nothing  else,  they  cannot  fail  to  be 
as  acceptable  to  the  public  creditor  as  any  sim- 
ilar drafts  have  heretofore  been.  The  trouble 
and  expense,  therefore,  of  transporting  specie 
funds  from  one  portion  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  for  disbursement  to  the  public  creditors, 
will  not  probably  be  more  extensive  under  this 
bill  than  under  the  bank  system  which  it  pro- 
poses to  supersede. 

He  would  now  look  at  the  influences  of  this 
measure  upon  the  Government. 

It  would  discharge  its  legislation  from  bank 
influences  of  all  sorts.  He  spoke  not  of  im- 
proper or  corrupt  influences,  but  of  those  con- 
stituent interests,  which  must  be  represented 
in  Congress  so  long  as  the  connection  between 
the  public  Treasury  and  banks  of  any  descrip- 
tion was  maintained.  He  addressed  those  who 
must  understand  him,  and  who  must  have  seen 
and  felt  these  influences  in  our  ofiicial  action 
here.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had  occupied  one 
of  these  seats  for  the  last  five  years,  and  had 
not  seen  the  power  of  this  influence  upon  our 
deliberations?  Who  had  failed  to  see  that  it 
was  an  influence  more  nearly  overpowering  and 
beyond  our  control  than  any  we  had  been  called 
to  encounter  ?  Who  did  not  see  and  feel  it  now 
as  pressing  upon  us  with  a  giant  force  ?  It  was 
true,  we  had  formerly  and  most  usually  en- 
countered it  in  the  consolidated  form  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  that  it  now  presented  itself  to 
us  in  State  detachments  ;  but  it  was  the  same 
influence  similarly  exerted.  It  was  the  effort 
of  cupidity  on  our  free  institutions — an  effort 
to  make  money  out  of  the  money  and  means 
and  credit  of  the  people. 

He  uttered  these  sentiments  with  extreme 
reluctance,  and  with  the  most  extended  char- 
ity towards  all  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  knew  well  that  not  only  political  opponents, 
but  those  who  had  ever  been  political  and  per- 
sonal friends— those  towards  whom  he  had  ever 
entertained,  and  still  did  entertain,  the  kindest 
feelings,  did  differ  with  him  upon  these  points. 
He  most  cheerfully  yielded  to  their  integrity, 
sincerity,  and  patriotism,  every  indulgence 
which  he  asked  for  himself;  but  the  crisis,  the 
importance  of  the  questions  presented,  and  our 
imperious  duty  to  our  constituents,  demanded 
from  us  frank  and  fearless  action. 

Was  it  not,  then,  in  case  he  was  right,  most 
desirable  to  free  the  legislation  of  Congress 
from  bank  influence  altogether  ?  Would  it  not 
tend  more  than  any  other  single  act  we  could 
perform,  to  take  from  our  debates  and  delibera- 
tions that  bitterness  and  acrimony  which  had 
too  strongly  characterized  them  for  the  last  few 
years,  but  which,  he  was  prond  to  say,  had 
entered,  in  a  mucli  less  degree,  into  the  present 
debate  in  the  Senate,  than  into  any  similar  de- 
hate  for  many  years  ?  For  himself  he  felt  that 
this  consideration  alone  demanded  the  passage 
of  this  bill ;  that  it  was  entirely  paramount  to 


[Senate, 

any  objections  he  had  yet  heard  urged  against 
it ;  that  it  was  as  much  superior  to  considera- 
tions of  financial  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit,  as  were  the  purity  and  permanency  of 
our  political  institutions  to  the  temporary  ad- 
vantages of  a  bargain  or  the  facilities  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  from  a  permanent  separa- 
tion of  its  finances  from  the  banks.  It  would 
discharge  it  from  that  eternal  round  of  imputa- 
tions to  which,  under  the  connection,  its  every 
fiscal  action  is  subjected.  If  it  be  a  time  of 
prosperity  and  plenty,  all  are  struggling  for  the 
profits  arising  from  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
Government  funds ;  and  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  its  fiscal  ofiicers  to  select  a  given  bank  as  a 
public  depository,  is  not  only  matter  of  per- 
sonal offence,  but  is  immediately  converted  into 
the  active  cause  of  aU  the  pecuniary  calamities 
which  the  friends  and  customers  of  that  bank 
may  experience  through  all  time  to  come.  If 
it  be  a  time  of  scarcity  and  pressure,  like  the 
present,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
money  of  the  people  in  safe-keeping  with  the 
banks  is  a  ruthless  attack,  a  war  upon  them, 
and  is  intended  to  prostrate  the  institutions. 
The  former  keeping  of  the  funds  becomes  a 
merit  and  a  virtue,  and  to  ask  for  their  pay- 
ment to  the  public  creditors  is  ingratitude  and 
injustice. 

If  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  sees  proper  to  issue  an  order  requir- 
ing payment  in  money  for  the  whole,  or  any 
portion  of  the  public  revenue,  this  is  converted 
into  an  attack  upon  the  banks,  a  distrust  of 
their  credit  and  solvency,  and  a  wrong  infiicted 
by  the  GoVernment  upon  the  whole  people. 
Can  it  be  desirable  to  preserve  a  connection 
which  is  the  subject  of  incessant  complaint  oa 
the  part  of  the  banks  and  their  friends,  and  of 
constant  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of  the 
public  Treasury,  and  of  imputation  upon  the 
most  faithful  and  worthy  public  ofiicers  ?  Ho 
thought  not.  He  considered  this  connection 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  with  the 
credit  and  business  of  the  banks,  and  of  busi- 
ness and  commercial  men,  and  the  constant 
imputations  brought  upon  the  Government 
thereby,  as  promoting  a  political  morality  in  the 
public  mind  most  dangerous  to  our  institutions ; 
as  doing  more  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  Government  of  their  choice,  than 
any  and  all  other  causes  of  distrust  combined. 
If  we  would  listen  to  the  slander  and  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  times,  we  must  believe  that 
all  our  misfortunes,  public  and  private,  are  im- 
putable to  our  Government— all  our  prosperity 
to  a  resistance  to  its  measures  and  its  policy. 
And  whence  do  these  imputations  come,  but 
from  our  connection  with  the  banks?  They 
all  emanate  from  that  source,  and  from  no 
other.  That  connection  is  now  dissolved  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  banks  themselves  ;  and  he  would  say  let 
It  be  perpetual— let  it  never  be  renewed. 
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The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  banks 
should  next  occupy  his  attention. 

It  had  been  considered  as  a  measure  of  open 
and  violent  hostility  to  those  institutions";  as 
fraught  with  unmixed  evil  to  them.  Was  this 
the  true  view  of  it?  Had  it  these  exclusive 
tendencies?  He  thought  not,  and  he  would 
attempt  to  point  out  some  positive  benefits  to 
the  banks  from  its  adoption. 

It  would  leave  the  State  banks  to  operate 
upon  their  own  means — upon  the  capitals  which 
the  respective  State  Legislatures  had  thought 
proper  to  give  to  them,  and  upon  the  funds  de- 
rived from  their  private  depositors.  These 
means  would  be  perfectly  certain  and  uniform, 
so  far  as  they  consisted  of  the  capital  of  the 
banks,  and  would  be  subject  to  no  dangerous 
fluctuations,  so  far  as  they  consisted  of  private 
deposits.  Hence  the  action  of  the  institutions 
could  always  be  regulated  by  a  certain  standard 
— the  extent  of  their  means  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  their  customers.  This  would  dis- 
charge them  from  the  inducement  to  those  dan- 
gerous expansions  and  contractions,  which  not 
only  promote,  but  cause,  revulsions  such  as  that 
under  which  the  country  now  suffers. 

The  Government  has  been  charged  with  being 
the  cause  of  the  present  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country,  and  he  thought  not  with- 
out some  foundation ;  but  he  considered  the  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks 
the  only  foundation  for  such  a  charge.  What 
had  we  done  ?  We  had  deposited  our  funds  in 
the  State  banks.  A  period  of  unexampled  pros- 
perity had  visited  our  country.  Importations 
had  become  excessive,  and  the  duties  thereupon 
had  swelled  the  public  revenue  from  that  source 
beyond  all  reasonable  anticipation.  The  banks 
received  the  excess  of  revenue  which  the  wants 
of  the  Government  and  the  public  appropria- 
tions did  not  call  for.  The  same  causes  pro- 
moted unusual  and  unexampled  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  thus,  from  both  of  the  great 
sources  of  revenue  to  the  United  States,  streams 
were  poured  into  the  public  Treasury,  widened 
and  deepened  by  their  own  accumulation  and 
velocity.  The  banks  were  safe-keepers  of  the 
public  funds,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  were  also  the  reservoirs  from  which 
the  importing  and  other  merchants  drew  their 
means,  and  from  which  the  speculating  pur- 
chasers of  our  immense  domain  were  supplied 
with  funds  for  their  operations.  So  far  as  the 
Government  was  concerned,  the  consequences 
are  obvious.  The  moment  the  revenue  exceed- 
ed the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  the  excesses  fed 
the  passion  they  ought  to  have  controlled.  The 
banks  were  the  receivers  and  the  payers.  They 
received,  to  keep  for  the  Government,  and 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  purchasers  of  our 
lands.  The  system,  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
was  one  of  indefinite  credit  for  both  duties  and 
lands.  The  money  paid  for  both  went  into  the 
banks  for  safe-keeping.  The  Treasury  did  not 
want  it  or  call  for  it  for  payment  of  the  public 
dues.    The  banks  loaned  it  to  their  customers, 


who  were'  the  payers  for  duties  and  lands. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  this  action  of 
the  system,  excesses  were  inevitable,  and  they 
had  visited  their  consequences  sweepingly  upon 
the  country  and  upon  the  Treasury  itself. 

Ought  not  this  state  of  things  to  be  a  lesson 
to  the  wise  not  to  renew  a  connection  which 
had  been'  so  disastrous  to  every  interest  in- 
volved? To  the  Government  and  the  public 
Treasury,  as  a  creditor  of  the  hanks;  to  the 
banks,  as  debtors  to  the  Treasury  and  creditors 
to  the  citizens ;  and  to  the  people  at  large,  and 
especially  to  the  commercial  community,  as 
debtors  to  the  banks. 

But  it  is  said  the  withdrawal  from  the  State 
banks  of  our  confidence,  countenance,  and  pa- 
tronage, in  this  particular,  will  prostrate  and 
destroy  those  institutions ;  that  the  attempt  to 
separate  the  finances  of  this  Government  from 
them,  is,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of  war  against 
them,  which  they  cannot  survive.  Is  this,  can 
this,  be  so  ?  Will  any  sound  and  solvent  State 
bank  fail,  because  the  United  States  does  not 
entrust  to  it  the  safe-keeping  of  the  moneys  of 
the  people?  Did  the  State  Legislatures,  in 
chartering  these  banks,  expect  or  intend  that 
their  credit  or  solvency  should  be  sustained  by 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  or  the  use  of  the 
funds  of  the  Federal  Government.  If  so,  why 
have  they  limited  and  fixed  their  respective 
capitals,  and  attempted  to  set  bounds  to  their 
operations  ?  Why  have  they  assigned  different 
amounts  of  capital  to  different  banks,  dependent 
upon  their  location  and  business  associations  ? 
Certainly  no  other  answer  can  be  given  to  these 
interrogatories,  than  that  they  intended  that 
each  bank  should  have  a  capital  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  business  community  surrounding 
it,  and  that  aU  the  banks  of  their  creation 
should  have  a  credit  and  confidence  with  the 
people,  and  should  transact  a  business  propor- 
tioned to  the  capitals  granted  to  them  respect- 
ively, and  not  beyond  that  limit.  You,  then, 
by  making  your  deposits  with  these  institu- 
tions, destroy  the  proportions  which  the  State 
Legislatures  have  intended  to  establish  and  pre- 
serve. Your  deposits  are  treated  as  capital  by 
the  banks,  and  an  extension  of  their  loans,  and 
an  augmentation  of  their  business,  beyond  that 
which  their  own  means  would  allow,  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  your  patronage.  Can 
this  disposition  of  your  moneys  fail  to  promote 
excessive  banking  ?  The  members  of  the  State 
Legislatures  have  a  knowledge  of  the  business 
wants  of  all  the  places  at  which  they  locate 
banks,  and  their  object  is  to  measure  the  bank- 
ing capital  at  any  given  point  by  the  wants  of 
business  at  that  point.  When  they  have  done 
that,  you  come  in  with  your  deposits,  distrib- 
uted, not  upon  the  basis  which  governs  the 
State  Legislatures,  hut  according  to  your  con- 
venience for  receipt  or  disbursement.  The 
consequence  is,  that  you  pour  your  millions  into 
these  State  institutions,  without  reference  to 
the  legitimate  business  calls  for  banking  facil- 
ities at  the  points  where  your  deposits  are 
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made ;  and  thus  derange  and  destroy  the  pro- 
portions, as  to  these  facilities,  -which  the  local 
Legislatures  have  determined  to  be  safe  and 
proper.  In  this  way  your  patronage  becomes 
an  evil,  and  not  a  benefit.  It  stimulates  the 
cupidity  of  the  banks,  and  they,  in  turn,  stimu- 
late the  cupidity  of  the  business  community 
around  them,  until  excesses  on  the  part  of  all 
produces  revulsion,  distress,  and  bankruptcy. 

In  every  light,  then,  in  which  he  could  view 
this  matter,  it  was  his  deliberate  opinion  that 
the  banks  would  be  benefited,  and  not  injured, 
by  making  the  existing  separation  between 
them  and  the  public  Treasury  perpetual.  The 
passage  of  this  bill,  at  this  time,  might  have 
some  tendency  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the 
community  in  the  institutions ;  but,  if  such  a 
consequence  must  attend  this  change  of  our 
policy,  could  there  be  a  better  time  than  the 
present  to  make  that  change  ?  The  banks  are 
now — he  would  not  say  insolvent,  for  he  did 
not  believe  that  was  the  condition  of  any  large 
portion  of  them. — but  unable  to  pay  the  de- 
mands upon  them.  That  fact  was  avowed  by 
themselves,  and  known  to  all  the  world.  They 
were  in  a  quasi  insolvent  state,  and  all  the  dis- 
trust which  could  grow  out  of  such  a  condition 
they  had  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  vol- 
untary suspension  of  specie  payments.  It  was 
in  vain,  then,  to  talk  of  the  delicacy  of  their 
present  credits.  That  deUcaoy  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  their  own  act,  and  before  they  could 
ever  again  restore  themselves  to  the  confidence 
of  the  community  they  must  be  sound  in  fact, 
and  able  to  discharge,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
every  obligation  which  general  distrust  could 
bring  against  them.  It  was  erroneous  to  sup- 
pose that  they  could  ever  resume  and  sustain 
specie  payments  until  they  were  thus  prepared 
and  thus  armed.  They  must  build  up  for  them- 
selves a  new  character,  based  upon  a  perfect 
fulfilment  of  all  their  obligations.  If,  then,  we 
are  to  separate  from  them,  and  that  separation 
is  to  have  any  tendency  to  aflfect  their  credit, 
this  is  the  vei-y  period  when  it  is  most  desirable 
to  them  that  the  declaration  of  a  perpetual  di- 
vorcement should  be  made.  Now  it  can  do 
them  no  harm.  They  are  already  in  a  condi- 
tion from  which  main  strength  alone  can  raise 
them  ;  but  at  a  time  when  their  credit  was  un- 
suspected, and  their  operations  unembarrassed 
and  unimpeded,  the  measure  might  give  them 
an  injurious  shock.  Let  it  be  done  now,  there- 
fore, that,  when  they  do  rise,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  they  rise  upon  their  own 
strength,  unaided  by  our  patronage,  and  un- 
trammelled by  our  movements. 


Tuesday,  October  3. 

Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  keeping 
of  the  public  money,  with  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  CALHOuif. 


[A  further  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Cal- 
houn, Webster,  and  Buchanan,  were  the  speakers, 
chiefly  in  support  of  previously  expressed  opinions, 
and  in  reply  to  objections.] 

The   question  was  put  on  Mr.   Calhotjn's 
amendment,  which  was  as  follows  : 
Add  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

Sec.  — .  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  resolution  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixteen,  authorizing  the  receiving  of  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks  la  dues  to  the  Government,  shall  be  so 
modified  that  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  Government  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks ;  and,  that  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  all  sums 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  pubUc  lands,  or  other  debts 
to  the  Government,  and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  OiEce,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  directed  to  be 
received  by  law ;  and  from  and  after  the  said  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  every  officer  or  agent  engaged  in  making  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  shall  make  all  payments  in 
gold  and  silver  coin  only,  or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or 
paper,  issued  as  aforesaid,  when  authorized  by  law ; 
and  any  receiving  or  disbursing  officer,  or  agent,  who 
shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  shall  for^ 
feit  all  compensation  which  may  then  be  due  him. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Nik'S,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Koane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WiUiams,  Wright,  Young 
—24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eives,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Talhnadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Rives  as  a 
substitute  for  the  whole  bill,  (authorizing  the 
reception  of  the  bills  of  all  specie-paying  banks 
not  issuing  notes  of  less  than  $20,)  was  lost 
by: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eives,  Bobbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Koane,  Kobinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 26. 
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Mr.  Peeston  offered  a  substitute  for  tlie  bill, 
making  it  tbe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  special  deposits  of  the  accru- 
ing revenues  of  the  United  States  in  banks 
most  conveniently  situated,  and  to  make  such 
terms  with  them  as  in  his  judgment  vs^ould  best 
promote  the  public  interest. 

This  substitute  "was  lost  by : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Eobbins, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White — 22. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Eoane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WiUiams, 
Wright,  Young— 26. 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  an  amendment : 

"  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  prescribe  regulations  to  enforce  the  pre- 
sentation of  all  Government  drafts  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable ;  and  to  prescribe  the  time 
— according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  deposi- 
tories— within  which  they  shall  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment." 

Mr.  Crittenden'  deprecated  the  great  and 
arbitrary  power  conferred  by  such  a  clause  up- 
on the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Buchanan  amended  his  amendment  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

"  And  in  default  of  such  presentation,  to  prescribe 
any  other  mode  and  place  of  payment  which  he  may 
deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  so  modified,  was  agreed 
to. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  on  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Mokeis,  proposing  that  no 
notes  should  be  received  from  any  bank  which 
were  not  payable  at  the  place  of  issue. 

Mr.  Steange  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  MoEHis's  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  re- 
striction as  to  notes  under  $5  ;  which  amend- 
ment prevailed  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
of  Ala.,  Knight,  Linn,  .Lyon,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Eoane,  Bobbins,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Wall, 
Wright,  Young — 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King  of  Gsorgia,  McKean, 
Morris,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Eives,  Eobinson,  Smith 
of  Conn.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams— 20. 

Mr.  MoEEis's  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
adopted — ayes  26,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Benton  offered  an  amendment  author- 
izing a  premium  of  one  per  cent.  ,on  gold  coin 
paid  into  the  Tresasury ;  which  being  objected 
to,  he  laid  it  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  attach 
it  to  some  other  bill. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  by  the  following  vote : 


Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,.  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Eoane,  Eobinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young — 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Geo., 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eives, 
Eobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 


Wednesday,  October  4. 
The  Sub- Treasury  Bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question  to  be,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate :  Mr.  President,  I  confess,  sir,  when  this 
delicate  and  important  subject  was  first  brought 
forward,  I  had  some  hesitation,  some  doubt,  as 
to  its  probable  tendency;  but  the  more  I  have 
reflected,  deliberated,  investigated  the  subject, 
the  better  I  have  become  satisfied  that  its 
effects  will  be  salutary,  in  regard  to  the  imme- 
diate interests  of  the  Government  itself,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  pernicious ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple— our  constituents. 

As  the  measure  was  at  first  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  I  apprehended  the  dis- 
connection— divorce,  if  you  choose — of  the 
Government  from  the  banks  would  be  too  sud- 
den, and  would  consequently  cripple  the  banks, 
and  occasion  a  shock  in  the  monetary  affairs 
of  the  country  generally.  But,  sir,  these  ap- 
prehensions have  been  obviated  and  removed 
by  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  as  it  is  now 
modified.  Under  that  amendment,  the  bills  of 
such  banks  as  now  pay  specie,  or  as  may  think 
proper  to  resume  specie  payments,  will  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment,  and  to  the  full  amount, 
of  all  public  dues,  for  customs,  lands,  &c.,  tUl 
the  1st  of  January,  1839 ;  thereafter,  three- 
fourths  of  such  public  dues,  till  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840  ;  thereafter  one-half  till  the  1st  of 
January,  1841 ;  and,  thereafter,  one-fourth  till 
the  1st  of  January,  1842. 

Here,  then,  is  inducement,  held  out  to  the 
banks  now  paying,  to  continue,  and  to  such  as 
have  stopped,  to  resume,  specie  payments.  We 
say  to  them,  in  effect — "  AVe  invite  you  to  re- 
sume specie  payments ;  show  that  you  are  sol- 
vent, that  your  notes  are  convertible  into  spe- 
cie when  desirable,  and  we  will  receive  them 
in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for  all  other 
revenue ;"  in  the  strong  language  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  .us — "  do 
this,  and  we  will  endorse  your  notes."  What 
stronger  motive  could  he  held  out  to  such 
banking  institutions  as  are  solvent,  honest,  and 
desirous  to  effectuate  the  purposes  of  their 
creation?  If  the  public  interest  and  conven- 
ience be  the  object  of  bank  directors,  as  legit- 
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imately  they  ought,  -woulcl  they  not,  hy  re- 
sponding to  this  invitation  and  offer  on  our 
part,  give  greater  value  to  their  paper— give  it 
a  wider  circulation — and  adapt  it  to  the  use 
and  interest  of  the  community?  And  would 
not  such  hanks  as  resumed,  at  once  derive  all 
the  advantages  of  superior  credit,  furnish  the 
circulating  medium,  and  do  the  business  of  the 
country,  to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  failed,  or 
refused  to  comply  ?  The  answer  is  palpable — 
no  man  can  doubt  on  these  questions. 

Again,  sir :  The  change  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  public  revenue,  in  the  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  it,  will  be  so  gradual  as 
to  occasion  no  shock  whatever  to  the  credit  of 
the  banks,  or  to  the  commercial  community. 
Before  we  entirely  discontinue  receiving  bank 
paper,  more  than  four  years  will  have  elapsed. 
All  this  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  banks  and 
merchants  to  adapt  their  businesss  to  the  new 
system  contemplated,  and  conform  their  bus- 
iness to  the  new  state  of  things.  It  will  give 
time  for  the  State  Legislatures  to  regulate  their 
banlcing  institutions,  so  as,  in  future,  to  prevent 
over-issues  of  paper;  to  restrain  them  from 
generating,  or  encouraging,  a  spirit  of  over- 
trading and  inordinate  speculation ;  to  restrain 
them  from  making  promises  they  cannot  re- 
deem, and  thus  restore  to  the  country  a  sound 
circulating  medium,  and  the  just  equilibrium 
of  trade,  and  business  of  every  description. 

Moreover,  we  ourselves  shall  have  time  to 
see  how  the  new  system  works — to  check  its 
velocity,  if  it  be  too  great — or  accelerate  it,  if 
it  be  too  slow ',  and  modify  it,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  results  may  indicate  to  be  safe  and  expe- 
dient. As  already  shown,  no  change  in  the  de- 
scription of  funds,  receivable  for  public  dues, 
will  take  place  for  the  next  fifteen  months ;  for 
the  year  1839,  a  reduction  of  one-fourth ;  for 
1840,  one-half  may  be  paid  in  specie-paying 
bank  paper ;  and  so  on  to  the  consummation 
of  the  plan.  If  it  be  discovered  that  the  policy 
operates  injuriously,  there  will  be  ample  time 
to  amend  or  modify  it. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
jurious result  will  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  The  chief  embarrassments  of  the 
community  have  arisen  out  of  inordinate  expan- 
sions of  tlie  circulating  medium,  excessive  ac- 
commodations, begetting  extravagance,  and 
reckless  speculations ;  and  then  sudden  con- 
tractions, withdrawals  of  those  enormous  loans, 
reductions  of  the  amount  of  circulation,  and 
thus,  almost  in  a  moment,  reducing  the  value 
of  property  one-third,  sometimes  one-half.  The 
Government  deposits  have,  doubtless,  hereto- 
fore, nurtured  and  increased  this  propensity  of 
all  banks  to  excessive  issues  and  accommoda- 
tions. They  have  loaned  out  the  public  money 
as  if  their  own,  and  when  called  upon  to  pay 
it  over,  they  have  been  necessarily  compelled 
to  press  and  coerce  payments  from  their  bor- 
rowers, who  had,  in  their  flirn,  treated  this 
borrowed  money  as  their  own  ;  and  have  tJius 
occasioned    embarrassment,    the    sacrifice   of 


property,  and  in  too  many  instances,  the  im- 
poverishment and  ruin  of  their  customers.  To 
illustrate  the  correctness  of  these  remarks,  I 
need  only  refer  you  to  the  greater  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassment  of  communities 
around  any  of  the  banks,  which  have  been 
large  depositories  of  the  public  money,  compar- 
ed with  those  remote  from  such  institutions. 
If  they  have  no  large  sums  of  public  money  on 
general  deposit,  on  which  to  grant  accommoda- 
tions, they  will  know  and  understand  better 
the  proper  limits  to  prescribe  to  their  liberal- 
ity; they  will  have  no  fluctuations,  no  augmen- 
tations, no  diminutions  of  capital  to  mislead 
them ;  their  accommodations  will  be  more  uni- 
form, and.  the  amount  of  their  circulation  bear 
some  relation  to  the  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults.  This  being  brought  about,  the  value 
of  prod\ice,  and  property  of  all  descriptions, 
will  be  more  steady  and  uniform ;  we  shall  not 
have  a  negro,  costing  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to-day,  sold  twelve  months 
hence  to  pay  half  the  amount  of  consideration 
— land  at  one  time  worth'  fifty  dollars  per  acre, 
at  another  not  more  than  twenty — ^and  our 
great  staple,  one  while  commanding  twenty-five 
dollars,  and  then  not  worth  eight. 

Sir,  the  Government  ought,  always,  to  be  able 
to  command  its  funds,  and  have  them  ever 
ready  to  meet  any  exigency.  Experience  has 
taught  us,  that  this  cannot  be  expected  while 
we  rely  on  banks.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that,  al- 
though the  State  banks  have  failed  to  meet  our 
expectations,  we  ought  to  continue  their  agen- 
cy. They  ask  us,  would  we  discontinue  the  use 
of  steamboats,  because  a  boiler  may  sometimes 
explode,  and  produce  fatal  results?  By  no 
means,  sir,  while  care  and  skill  may  reasonably 
be  expected  to  ensure  safety,  and  prevent  such 
calamities.  But,  were  we  to  discover  that  the 
machinery  is  entirely  uncontrollable,  and  the 
boiler  liable  to  spontaneous  combustion — carry- 
ing universal  misery  and  death  among  the  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  in  despite  of  all  the  science, 
vigilance,  and  fidelity  of  the  engineer — ^would 
it  be  wise  or  prudent  to  trust  ourselves  on 
board  ?  What  would  have  been  the  situation 
of  the  country  in  May  last,  when  the  banks 
suspended  specie  payments,  had  we  been  in- 
volved in  war  with  some  powerful  foreign 
enemy?  Whatever  might  have  been  the  emer- 
gency, we  should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
commanded  the  resources  of  the  nation.  We 
might  have  been  without  a  dollar  for  the  pay 
or  subsistence  of  an  army  to  resist  the  invaders ; 
our  energies  would  have  been  crippled ;  and 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  might  have 
followed.  When  we  find  that  such  is  the  un- 
fortunate tendency  of  "  the  experiment,"  as 
gentlemen  choose  to  call  it,  it  is  time  we  should 
abandon  it,  by  whomsoever  instituted  or  ap- 
proved, heretofore. 

But,  sir,  was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  an  "  experiment,"  and  has  not  that  also 
failed  to  answer  just  expectation?  No  other 
Government  but  om*  own,  ever  did  employ 
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such  a  fiscal  agent,  with  powers  of  the  same 
magnitude.     It  was,  indeed,  a  fearful  exper- 
iment, and  well  nigh  fatal  in  its  results.     Yet, 
the  recharter  of  the  late  United  States  Bank,  or 
the  establishment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced as  the  only  efEcient  remedy — the  sov- 
ereign panacea — for  existing  evils.     The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  has,  to  my 
astonishment,  gone  so  far  as  to  identify  the  es- 
tablishment of  such   an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union !     It  would  seem,  the 
question  of  a  national  bank  is  always  portentous 
— involving  consequences  of  a  most  alarming 
character.     Shortly  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  the  late  Bank  of  the   United 
States,  we  were  told,  by  the  same  distinguished 
gentleman,  that  we  were  then  "  in  the  midst 
of  a  revolution!"  and  the  sentiment  was  re- 
sponded to,  by  the  presses  and  politicians  of 
the  opposition,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other.     "We  were  told,  on  the  very  floors 
of  Congress,  that  the  deposits  must  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  hand.     The  same  senti- 
ment was  announced,  when  two  members  of 
Congress,  during  the  same  panic  session,  ad- 
dressed an  assembled  multitude  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.     According  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  said,  byway  of  justification,  "there 
were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary  times !  " 
Sir,  the  subject  of  a  national  or  -United  States 
bank  cannot  be  touched  without  an  attempt  to 
produce  excitement  and  agitation.    It  aftbrds 
one  of  the  most  conclusive  reasons  against  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution,  that  it  has 
the  ability  to  produce  such  tremendous  effects. 
The  concentration  of  such  an  immense  money- 
ed power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  Individuals,  is 
at  war  with  our  peace  and  quiet ;  too  dangerous 
to  our  liberties.     It  would  soon  control  all  our 
elections,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  the  operations,  nay,  usurp  the  powers, 
of  the  Government  itself. 

When  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  concluded  his 
speech — 

Mr.  "Websteb  rose,  and  said  that  perhaps  he 
ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  from  Ala- 
bama for  his  quotation  and  adoption  of  a  re- 
port, wholly  without  foundation,  which  had 
been  circulated  in  the  newspapers  several  years 
ago.  That  report  was,  that  at  a  meeting  of 
many  citizens  on  a  Sunday  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement  in  the  country,  created 
by  the  withdrawing  of  the  deposits,  he  had  said 
that  there  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary 
times.  That,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  was  a  vile 
falsehood  and  slander.  I  never  said  any  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensable  business,  I  was 
hastening  back  to  my  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  measures  then  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  friends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  being  in  company  with  the 
distinguished  and  honorable  gentleman  who 
represented,  at  that  time,  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia in  the  other  House  of  Congress,  we  found, 


on  landing  from  the  boat,  and  repairing  to  the 
hotel,  a  collection  of  people,  assembled  without 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  ad- 
dressed a  few  observations  to  them  on  the  ab- 
sorbing public  topics  which  had  drawn  them 
together ;  and  this  we  felt  bound  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  which 
are  so  important  to  its  proper  observance.  But 
no  such  language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  the 
member  has  quoted  or  alluded  to  to-day  escap- 
ed, from  either  of  us.  I  should  not,  of  course, 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  original  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  others. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined  that  he  believed,  what- 
ever might  be  the  character  of  the  report,  it 
had  emanated  from  newspapers  which  support- 
ed the  correctness" of  the  gentleman's  position; 
that  he  spoke  from  the  newspaper  account, 
which  he  had  never  before  heard  controvert- 
ed. 

Mr.  Weestee  said  he  pronounced  the  whole 
story  a  vile  slander,  whether  reported  of  him- 
self or  his  friend.  Neither  of  us,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
W.,)  expressed  any  such  sentiment,  nor  any 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  original 
and  unmixed  calumny. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  in  reply,  stated  that, 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  papers  in  favor  of  the  political 
principles  advocated  by  Mr.  W.,  and  it  had  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  circulated  in,  papers 
of  the  other  side.  This  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  it  contradicted ;  and,  hearing  it  from 
such  a  source,  he  was  satisfied  he  must  have 
been  misinformed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Eoane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams, 
Wright,  Toung— 26. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Geor^a, 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  White— 20. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  for  concurrence. 


Wediiesday,  October  11. 
Mr.  MadkonCs  Papers. 
Mr.  Wall,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  biU  relinquishing  to  Mrs. 
Madison  the  copyright  in  foreign  countries  to 
the  late  President  Madison's  Journal  of  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  the  avails  of  such  con- 
tracts as  had  been  made  by  her  relative  to_  its 
publication,  priof  to  the  law  of  the  last  session, 
which  authorized  the  purchase  of  those  papers 
by  Government. 
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This  bill  was,  by  ■unanimous  consent,  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tbird 
reading. 


TnuESDAY,  October  12. 
Annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Webstbk  said  he  rose  to  present  a  great 
number  of  memorials  and  petitions  against  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
These  papers,  he  said,  were  sent  to  him,  some 
of  them  from  most  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  They  were  numerous,  and  some  of 
them  contained  several  thousand  signatures.  In 
some  instances  he  knew  the  signers,  and  knew 
them  to  be  highly  respectable  persons,  and  be 
found  among  the  names  persons  of  all  parties 
in  politics,  and  all  sects  In  religion. 

At  one  time,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  thought  it 
might  be  as  well  not  to  present  these  petitions 
till  the  next  session.  But  it  being  now  official- 
ly known  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  had  become  the  subject  of  com- 
munication between  the  two  Governments,  the 
time  had  come  when,  it  was  proper  that  those 
citizens  who  wished  to  protest  against  any  such 
annexation  should  make  their  sentiments  known 
to  their  own  Government. 

Mr.  Swiri,  Mr.  MoKean,  and  Mr.  "Williams, 
also  presented  remonstrances  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, from  citizens  of  their  respective  States, 
which  were  severally  laid  on  the  table. 

Law  of  BanTcruptcy  agahiat  Banhrupt  Banks. 

Mr.  Geundt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  bankruptcy, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  Benton  said :  The  recommendation  of 
the  President  for  a,  bankrupt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  repeated  animadversion  on  this  floor,  and 
that  while  the  subject  was  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, but  in  the  hands  of  a  committee.  I  noticed 
these  animadversions  on  a  former  occasion,  not 
for  argument,  but  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
their  unparliamentary  character ;  to  dissent 
from  their  justness ;  to  express  my  own  appro- 
bation of  the  recommendation ;  and  to  declare 
myself  ready  to  support  it,  whenever  it  could 
be  done  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  and  with- 
out obliquing  into  a  discussion  foreign  to  the 
subject  in  hand.  The  suitable  occasion  now 
presents  itself;  and  I  embrace  it  with  pleasure, 
that  the  great  remedial  measure  proposed  by 
the  President,  and  called  for  by  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people,  and  by  the  character  of 
the  country,  may  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  un- 
parliamentary and  precocious  assaults  which 
have  been  made  upon  it. 

At  the  head  of  those  who  have  made  the  at- 
tack on  this  part  of  tlie  Message,  and  whose 
objections  cover  all  the  ground  which  has  since 
been  occiipied  by  others,  is  the  Senator  from 
Vol.  Xni.— 29 


Massachusetts,  who  delivered  his  sentiments  on 
the  Treasury  note  bill,  (Mr.  Webstee.)  That 
Senator  spoke  briefly,  but  comprehensively, 
against  this  Executive  recommendation.  He 
presented  all  the  points  which  others  have 
since  elaborated.  In  answering  him,  I  answer 
all.  ■ 

The  objections  which  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts takes  to  the  Executive  recommenda- 
tion are  of  a  two-fold  character :  first,  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law,  coniined  to  moneyed  corpora- 
tions and  to  bankers,  and  with  a  view  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  currency ;  secondly,  to 
the  consistency  of  the  President  in  having  made 
such  a  recommendation. 

I  take  up  the  second  of  these  objections  first, 
because  it  creates  a  prejudice  against  the  whole 
recommendation  of  the  President.  The  impu- 
tation of  inconsistency  creates  a  prejudice ;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  prejudice  before 
the  recommendation  can  be  fairly  considered. 
The  inconsistency  imputed,  lies  in  the  supposed 
disclaimer  of  the  President  of  all  federal  au- 
thority over  the  currency,  and  then,  an  as- 
sumption of  power  to  regulate  that  currency, 
and  to  regulate  it  by  an  unauthorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  This  is 
the  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  all 
turns  upon  this  word  currency ;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
mean?  Certainly  not  the  currency  of  the 
constitution ;  for  the  President  recites  the 
power  to  coin  that  currency,  and  to  regulate  its 
value.  It  must  be  the  paper  currency — the 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shin-plasters — which 
are  intended ;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  President  very  explicitly  disclaims  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  having  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regulate  that  spe- 
cies of  currency.  He  disclaims  that  instrument 
of  regulation ;  and  in  doing  so,  he  stands  upon 
the  constitution,  which  disowns  its  existence ; 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotency ;  and 
upon  the  ground  which  the  authors  of  the  first 
national  bank  occupied,  and  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation of  currency  and  of  exchanges  was  wholly 
unknown  as  among  the  reasons  for  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modern  conception  and 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-thought  of  the 
subsequent  supporters  of  the  second  national 
bank.  The  President  disclaims  also  a  power  to 
suppress  the  local  banking  institutions  by  fede- 
ral legislation  ;  but  he  nowhere  disclaims  the 
authority  to  prevent  their  paper  issues  from 
superseding  and  expelling  the  hard  money  cur- 
rency of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
claims  that  power,  and  points  to  the  sources  of 
its  rightful  exercise  in  the  incidental  effects  of 
federal  legislation  in  favor  of  hard  money  as 
necessarily  improving  the  condition  of  paper 
currency  ;  and  then  ho  points  to  the  bankrupt 
power  as  furnishing  the  direct  means  of  check- 
ing the  issues  of  non-specie  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  their  unpaid 
notes.     This  is  what  the  President  does ;  and 
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nothing  can  be  further  from  his  words  than  a 
disclaimer  of  all  authority  over  the  regulation 
of  currency.  And  here  let  me  remark  upon 
a  systematic  error  into  which  some  Senators 
incessantly  fall :  they  always  speak  of  the  fed- 
eral authority,  and  the  federal  duties  over  "  the 
currency,"  meaning  all  the  while,  not  gold  and 
silver,  but  bauk  notes  and  shin-plasters.  Now, 
sir,  I  repeat,  for  about  the  thousandth  time, 
that  the  word  currency  is  not  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  whatsoever  which  can  mean 
what  these  speakers  intend  by  it.  The  nearest 
approach  to  the  term  which  the  constitution 
contains,  is  the  word  current,  and  that  is  cou- 
pled with  the  word  coin ;  so  that  the  thing 
which  gentlemen  have  constantly  in  their  minds, 
and  which  they  use  an  equivocal  term  to  ex- 
press, exists  nowhere  in  the  constitution,  and  is 
not  in  any  way  known  to  that  instrument, 
either  by  expression  or  intendment  I  think  it 
right,  on  this  occasion,  thus  to  allude  to  the 
equivocal  use  of  this  phrase ;  for  upon  this 
equivocation  there  is  built  up,  in  these  United 
States,  an  immensity  of  erroneous  speaking, 
erroneous  writing,  and  erroneous  legislation. 
Vast  is  the  number  of  persons  who  are  mysti- 
fied by  the  use  of  an  equivocal  term ;  and  in 
nothing  does  the  i-hetorioian  show  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  art  in  a  higher  degree,  than  in  mak- 
ing a  debate  turn  upon  one  of  them. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  taking 
his  objections,  declared  that  he  would  not  do 
intentional  injustice  to  the  Message  or  to  its  au- 
thor ;  but  it  is  the  same  thing  to  the  Message, 
and  to  the  author,  if  injustice  had  been  done 
without  intention:  and  this  I  apprehend  to 
have  been  the  case.  The  Message  says  nothing 
about  confining  the  bankrupt  law  to  corpora- 
tions and  hauliers  alone ;  it  says  nothing  about 
.  excluding  merchants  and  traders  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  law ;  and  it  proposes  something 
else  to  result  from  the  law,  besides  an  ope- 
ration upon  currency ;  and  that  something  else 
is  a  remedy  to  the  disappointed  creditors  of 
the  delinquent  banks.  Tiiis  is  his  recommen- 
dation : 

"  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all 
the  remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
which  the  constitution  enables  us  to  aiford.  The 
Treasury  Department,  on  several  former  occasions, 
has  suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uni- 
form law  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporations 
and  other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of 
such  a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  im- 
posed on  tlie  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual 
remedy  given  to  the  citizens,  in  a  way  at  once  equal 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the 
constitution." 

This  is  the  recommendation— the  whole  of 
it ;  and  here  is  no  proposition  to  exclude  mer- 
chants and  traders ;  and  here  is  an  actual  pro- 
position to  give  a  remedy  to  the  injured  citi- 
zens against  the  delinquent  banks;  which  rem- 
edy would  naturally  be  a  pro  rata  distribution 
of  the  effects  of  the  bankrupt  institutions. 
Here,  then,  is  injustice  to  the  Message  in  not 


stating  it  as  it  is,  but  as  it  is  not ;  and  here,  al- 
so, is  injustice  to  the  author,  in  representing 
him  as  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  merchants  and  traders,  when  the 
records  of  this  Senate  bear  the  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and 
zealous  supporters  of  such  a  law  applicable  to 
the  trading  part  of  the  community,  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  brought  in  by  General 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  earnestly  sup- 
ported by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  then  a 
member  of  this  body.  It  Is  unjust  to  suppose 
that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  would  ob- 
ject to  a  bill  which  should  include  now  those 
for  whom  he  so  strenuously  contended  when  a 
member  of  this  body.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
recommendation  to  deter  the  friends  of  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  from  coming  forward  to  in- 
clude the  trading  class  with  the  banking  class; 
on  the  contrary,  there  may  be  something  to  en- 
courage them.  A  general  bill,  to  include  banks 
as  well  as  traders,  might  combine  more  support 
than  the  bills  for  the  latter  class  alone  have 
heretofore  received.  Besides,  if  the  President 
had  expressly  recommended  the  exclusion  of 
other  classes  from  the  bill,  it  would  have  been 
no  impediment  to  the  action  of  Congress.  His 
recommendation  would  have  been  no  prohibi- 
tion upon  their  powers.  They  might  have  in- 
cluded what  classes  they  pleased ;  and  if  they 
included  those  for  which  he  contended  in  1827, 
the  bill  might  have  become  the  more  accepta- 
ble to  him  on  that  account. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  objects  to 
our  constitutional  power  to  pass  such  a  bank- 
rupt law  as  the  President  recommends,  qualify- 
ing that  recommendation,  as  he  does,  with  a 
limitation  of  the  law  to  bankers  and  banking 
corporations,  and  with  a  primary  view  to  the 
regulation  of  a  paper  money  currency.  I  have 
shown  that  this  qualification  is  an  error  and  a 
mistake ;  and  in  doing  that,  I  have  sufliciently 
answered  the  Senator's  objection :  but  I  choose 
to  go  further,  and  to  show  not  only  the  consti- 
tutional right,  but  the  clear  expediency  of 
passing  such  an  act  as  the  President  recom- 
mends, whether  merchants  and  traders  shall  be 
included  in  it  or  not. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  pass  bankrupt 
laws  is  expressly  given  in  our  constitution,  and 
given  without  limitation  or  qualification.  It  is 
the  fourth  in  the  number  of  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  runs  thus :  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States." 
This  is  a  full  and  clear  grant  of  power.  Upon 
its  face  it  admits  of  no  question,  and  leaves 
Congress  at  full  liberty  to  pass  any  kind  of 
bankrupt  laws  they  please,  limited  only  by  the 
condition,  that  whatever  laws  are  passed,  they 
are  to  be  uniform  in  their  operation  throughout 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  face  of  our  own 
constitution  there  is  no  question  of  our  right  to 
pass  a  bankrupt  law,  limited  to  banks  and 
bankers ;  but  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
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(Mr.  Webstek.)  and  others  who  have  spoken 
on  the  same  side  with  hun,  must  carry  ns  to 
England,  and  conduct  us  through  the  labyrinth 
of  English  statute  law,  and  through  the  chaos 
of  English  judicial  decisions,  to  learn  what  this 
word  bankruptcies,  in  our  constitution,  is  in- 
tended to  signify.  In  this  he  and  they  are 
true  to  the  habits  of  the  legal  profession — those 
habits  which,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  our 
America,  have  become  a  proverbial  disqualifica- 
tion for  the  proper  exercise  of  legislative  duties. 
I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  the  fate  of  our 
lawyers  and  judges  to  have  to  run  to  British  law 
books  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  phrases 
contained  in  our  constitution ;  but  it  is  the 
business  of  the  legislator,  and  of  the  statesman, 
to  take  a  larger  view — to  consider  the  differ- 
ence between  the  political  institutions  of  the 
two  countries — to  ascend  to  first  principles — to 
know  the  causes  of  events— and  to  judge  how 
far  what  was  suitable  and  beneficial  to  one 
might  be  prejudicial  and  inapplicable  to  the 
other.  "We  stand  here  as  legislators  and  states- 
men, not  as  lawyers  and  judges;  we  have  a 
grant  of  power  to  execute,  not  a  statute  to  in- 
terpret ;  and  our  first  duty  is  to  look  to  that 
grant,  and  see  what  it  is ;  and  our  next  duty 
is  to  look  over  our  country,  and  see  whether 
there  is  any  thing  in  it  which  requires  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  grant  of  power.  This  is  what 
our  President  has  done,  and  what  we  ought  to 
do.  He  has  looked  into  the  constitution,  and 
seen  there  an  unlimited  grant  of  power  to  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies ; 
and  he  has  looked  over  the  United  States,  and 
seen  what  he  believes  to  be  fit  subjects  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  namely,  about  a  thou- 
sand banks  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  no 
State  possessed  of  authority  to  act  beyond  Its 
own  limits  in  remedying  the  evils  of  a  mischief 
so  vast  and  so  frightful.  Seeing  these  two 
things — a  power  to  act,  and  a  subject  matter 
requiring  action — the  President  has  I'ecommend- 
od  the  action  which  the  constitution  permits, 
and  which  the  subject  requires ;  but  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  has  risen  in  his  place, 
and  called  upon  us  to  shift  our  view ;  trans- 
fer our  contemplation  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to  the  British  statute  book — 
from  actual  bankruptcy  among  ourselves  to  his- 
torical bankruptcy  in  England ;  and  to  confine 
our  legislation  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
English  model. 

As  a  general  proposition,  I  lay  it  down  that 
Congress  is  not  confined,  like  jurists  and  judges, 
to  the  English  statutory  definitions,  or  the  Nisi 
Prius  or  King's  Bench  construction  of  the 
phrases  known  to  English  legislation,  and  used 
in  our  constitution.  Such  a  limitation  would 
not  only  narrow  us  down  to  a  mere  lawyer's 
view  of  a  subject,  but  would  limit  iis,  in  point 
of  time,  to  English  precedents,  as  they  stood  at 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  in  the  year 
1789.  I  protest  against  this  absurdity,  and 
contend  that  we  are  to  use  our  granted  powers 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  our  own 


country,  and  according  to  the  genius  of  our  re- 
publican institutions,  and  according  to  the  pro- 
gress of  events  and  the  expansion  of  light  and 
knowledge  among  ourselves.  If  not,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  confined  to  the  "  usual  objects,"  and 
the  "usual  subjects,"  and  the  "usual  purposes," 
of  British  legislation  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  our  constitution,  how  could  Congress 
ever  make  a  law  in  relation  to  steamboats,  or 
to  railroad  cars,  both  of  which  were  unknown 
to  British  legislation  in  1789  ;  and  therefore, 
according  to  the  idea  that  would  send  us  to 
England  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  our  consti- 
tution, would  not  fall  within  the  limits  of  our 
legislative  authority.  Upon  their  face,  the 
words  of  the  constitution  are  suflaoient  to  justi- 
fy the  President's  recommendation,  even  as  un- 
derstood by  those  who  impugn  that  recommen- 
dation. The  bankrupt  clause  is  very  peculiar 
in  its  phraseology,  and  the  more  strikingly  so 
from  its  contrast  with  the  phraseology  of  the 
naturalization  clause,  which  is  coupled  with  it. 
Mark  this  difference :  there  is  to  be  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization ;  there  are  to  be  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  One  is  in 
the  singular,  the  other  in  the  plural ;  one  is  to 
be  a  rule,  the  other  are  to  be  laws ;  one  acts 
on  individuals,  the  other  on  the  subject ;  and 
it  is  bankruptcies  that  are,  and  not  bankruptcy 
that  is,  to  be  the  objects  of  these  uniform  laws. 

As  a  proposition,  now  limited  to  this  particu- 
lar case,  I  lay  it  down  that  we  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  modern  English  acceptation  of  this 
term  ianJcrupt,  for  it  is  a  term,  not  of  English, 
but  of  Roman  origin.  It  is  a  term  of  the  civil 
law,  and  borrowed  by  the  English  from  that 
code.  They  borrowed  from  Italy  both  the 
name  and  the  purpose  of  the  law ;  and  also  the 
first  objects  to  which  the  law  was  applicable. 
The  English  were  borrowers  of  every  thing 
connected  with  this  code ;  and  it  is  absurd  in 
us  to  borrow  from  a  borrrower — to  copy  from 
a  copyist — when  we  have  the  original  lender 
and  the  original  text  before  ns.  Bancus  and 
ruptus  signifies  a  broken  bank  ;  and  the  word 
Irolcen  is  not  metaphorical  but  literal,  and  is 
descriptive  of  the  ancient  method  of  cashiering 
an  insolvent  or  fraudulent  banker,  by  turning 
him  out  of  the  exchange  or  market  place,  and 
breaking  the  table  to  pieces  on  which  he  kept 
his  money  and  transacted  his  business.  The 
term  lanhrupt,  then,  is  the  civil  law  from 
which  the  English  borrowed  it,  not  only  ap- 
plied to  bankers,  but  was  confined  to  them ;  and 
it  is  preposterous  in  us  to  limit  ourselves  to  an 
English  definition  of  a  civil  law  term. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  our  own  constitution, 
and  of  the  civil  law  derivation  of  this  term  hanh- 
rupt,  I  submit  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  not  limited  to  the  English  judicial  or 
statutory  acceptation  of  the  term ;  and  so  I 
finish  the  first  point  which  I  took  in  the  argu- 
ment. The  next  point  is  more  comprehensive, 
and  makes  a  direct  issue  with  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
BTEE.)    His  proposition  is,  that  we  must  confine 
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our  bankrupt  legislation  to  the  usual  objects, 
the  usual  subjects,  and  the  usual  purposes  of 
bankrupt  laws  in  England ;  and  that  currency 
(meaning  paper  money  and  shin-plasters  of 
course)  and  banks  and  banking,  are  not  within 
the  scope  of  that  legislation.  I  take  issue,  sir, 
upon  all  these  points,  and  am  ready  to  go  with 
the  Senator  to  England,  and  to  contest  them, 
one  by  one,  on  the  evidences  of  English  histo- 
ry, of  English  statute  law,  and  of  English  ju- 
dicial decision.  I  say  English ;  for  although 
the  Senator  did  not  mention  England,  yet  he 
could  mean  nothing  else,  in  his  reference  to  the 
usual  objects,  usual  subjects,  and  usual  purposes 
of  bankrupt  laws.  He  could  mean  nothing 
else.  He  must  mean  the  English  examples  and 
the  English  practice,  or  nothing ;  and  he  is  not 
a  person  to  speak,  and  mean  nothing. 

Protesting  against  this  voyage  across  the 
high  seas,  I  nevertheless  will  make  it,  and  will 
ask  the  Senator  on  what  act  out  of  the  scores 
which  Parliament  has  passed  upon  this  subject, 
or  on  what  period,  out  of  the  five  hundred 
years  that  she  has  been  legislating  upon  it,  will 
he  fix  for  his  example  ?  Or,  whether  be  will 
choose  to  view  the  whole  together ;  and  out  of 
the  vast  chaotic  and  heterogeneous  mass,  extract 
a  general  power  which  Parliament  possesses, 
and  which  he  proposes  for  our  exemplar  ?  For 
myself,  I  am  agreed  to  consider  the  question 
under  the  whole  or  under  either  of  these  as- 
pects, and,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  the  cause, 
expect  a  safe  deliverance  from  the  contest,  take 
it  in  any  way. 

And  first,  as  to  the  acts  passed  upon  this  sub- 
ject :  great  is  their  number,  and  most  dissimi- 
lar their  provisions.  Eor  the  first  two  hun- 
dred years,  these  acts  applied  to  none  but  aliens, 
and  a  single  class  of  aliens,  and  only  for  a 
single  act,  that  of  flying  the  realm  to  avoid 
their  creditors.  Then  they  were  made  to  ap- 
ply to  all  debtors,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
engaged  in  trade  or  not,  and  took  efi'ect  for 
three  acts :  1st.  Plying  the  realm ;  2d.  Keeping 
the  house  to  avoid  creditors ;  3d.  Taking  sanc- 
tuary in  a  church  to  avoid  arrest.  Per  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years — to  be  precise,  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years — bankruptcy 
was  only  treated  criminally,  and  directed  against 
those  who  would  not  face  their  creditors,  or 
abide  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  the  remedies 
against  them  were  not  civil,  but  criminal ;  it 
was  not  a  distribution  of  the  efieots,  but  corpo- 
ral punishment,  to  wit :  imprisonment  and  out- 
lawry.* The  statute  of  Elizabeth  was  the  first 
that  confined  the  law  to  merchants  and  traders, 
took  in  the  unfortunate  as  well  as  the  criminal, 
extended  the  acts  of  bankruptcy  to  inability  as 


*  Preamble  to  the  act  of  Mth  of  Henry  vni. 
"  Whorcas  divers  and  sundry  persons  craftily  obtained 
into  their  hands  great  substance  of  other  men's  goods,  do 
sliddenly  flee  to  parts  unknown,  or  keep  their  bouses,  not 
minding  to  pay  or  restore  to  any  of  their  creditors,  their 
debts  and  duties,  but  at  their  own  wills  and  own  pleasures 
consume  tho  substance  obtained  by  credit  of  other  men,  for 
their  own  pleasures  and  dclicato  living,  against  all  reason, 
equity,  and  good  conscience." 


well  as  to  disinclination  to  pay,  discriminated 
between  innocent  and  fraudulent  bankruptcy, 
and  gave  to  creditors  the  remedial  right  to  a 
distribution  of  effects.  This  statute  opened  the 
door  to  judicial  construction,  and  the  judges 
went  to  work  to  define  by  decisions,  who  were 
traders,  and  what  acts  constituted  the  fact,  or 
showed  an  intent  to  delay  or  to  defraud  creditors. 
In  making  these  decisions,  the  judges  reached 
high  enough  to  get  hold  of  royal  companies, 
and  low  enough  to  get  hold  of  shoemakers; 
the  latter  upon  the  ground  that  they  bought 
the  leather  out  of  which  they  made  the  shoes ; 
and  they  even  had  a  most  learned  consultation 
to  decide  whether  a  man  who  was  a  landlord 
for  dogs,  and  bought  dead  horses  for  his  fonr- 
legged  boarders,  and  then  sold  the  skins  and 
bones  of  the  horse  carcases  he  had  bought,  was 
not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and 
so  subject  to  the  statute  of  bankrupts.  These 
decisions  of  the  judges  set  the  Parliament  to 
work  again  to  preclude  judicial  constructions 
by  the  precision,  negatively  and  aifirmatively, 
of  legislative  enactment.  But,  worse  and  worse ! 
Out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  The  more 
legislation  the  more  construction ;  the  more 
statutes  Parliament  made,  the  more  numerous 
and  more  various  the  judicial  decisions ;  until, 
besides  merchants  and  traders,  near  forty  other 
descriptions  of  persons  were  included,  and  the 
catalogue  of  bankruptcy  acts,  innocent  or  fraud- 
ulent, is  swelled  to  a  length  which  requires 
whole  pages  to  contain  it.  Among  those  who 
are  now  included  by  statutory  enactment  in 
England,  leaving  out  the  great  classes  compre- 
hended under  the  names  of  merchants  and  trad- 
ers, are  bankers,  brokers,  factors,  and  scriven- 
ers ;  insurers  against  perils  by  sea  and  land ; 
warehousemen,  wharfingers,  packers,  builderSj 
carpenters,  shipwrights,  and  victuallers ;  keep- 
ers of  inns,  hotels,  taverns,  and  coffee-houses ; 
dyers,  printers,  bleachers,  fullers,  calendarers, 
sellers  of  cattle  or  sheep ;  commission  mer- 
chants and  consignees ;  and  the  agents  of  all 
these  classes.  These  are  the  afiirmative  defini- 
tions of  th«  classes  liable  to  bankruptcy  in 
England ;  then  come  the  negative ;  and  among 
these  are  farmers,  graziers,  and  common  labor- 
ers for  hire  ;  the  receivers  general  of  the  king's 
taxes,  and  members  or  subscribers  to  any  in- 
corporated companies  established  by  charter  of 
act  of  Parliament.  And  among  these  negative 
and  afiBrmative  exclusions  and  inclusions,  there 
are  many  classes  which  have  repeatedly  chang- 
ed position,  and  found  themselves  successively 
in  and  out  of  the  bankrupt  code.  Now,  in  all 
this  mass  of  variant  and  contradictory  legisla- 
tion, what  part  of  it  will  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  select  for  his  model  ?  The  im- 
proved, and  approved  parts,  to  be  sure !  But 
here  a  barrier  presents  itself— an  impassable 
wall  interposes — a  veto  power  intei-venes.  For 
it  so  happens  that  the  improvements  in  the 
British  bankrupt  code,  those  parts  of  it  which 
are  considered  best,  and  most  worthy  of  our 
imitation,  are  of  modern  origin — the  creations 
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of  the  last  fifty  years — actually  made  since 
the  date  of  our  constitution ;  and,  therefore, 
not  within  the  pale  of  its  purview  and  meaning. 
Yes,  sir,  made  since  the  establishment  of  our 
constitution,  and,  therefore,  not  to  be  included 
within  its  contemplation,  unless  this  doctrine 
of  searching  into  British  statutes  for  the  mean- 
ing of  our  constitution,  is  to  make  us  search 
forwards  to  the  end  of  the  British  empire,  as 
well  as  search  backwards  to  its  beginning. 
Fact  is,  that  the  actual  bankrupt  code  of  Great 
Britain — the  one  that  preserves  all  that  is  valu- 
able, that  consolidates  all  that  is  preserved,  and 
improves  all  that  is  improvable,  is  an  act  of 
most  recent  date — of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Fourth,  and  not  yet  a  dozen  years  old.  Here, 
then,  in  going  back  to  England  for  a  model,  we 
are  cut  otf  from  her  improvements  in  the  bank- 
rupt code,  and  confined  to  take  it  as  it  stood 
under  the  reign  of  the  Plantagenets,  the  Stu- 
arts, and  the  earlier  reigns  of  the  Brunswick 
sovereigns.  This  should  be  a  consideration, 
and  sufficiently  weighty  to  turn  the  scale  in 
favor  of  looking  to  our  own  constitution  alone 
for  the  extent  and  circumscription  of  our 
powers. 

But  let  us  continue  this  discussion  upon  prin- 
ciples of  British  example  and  British  legisla- 
tion. We  must  go  to  England  for  one  or  two 
things ;  either  for  a  case  in  point,  to  be  found 
in  some  statute,  or  a  general  authority,  to  be 
extracted  from  a  general  practice.  Take  it 
either  way,  or  both  ways,  and  I  am  ready  and 
able  to  vindicate,  upon  British  precedents,  our 
perfect  right  to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  limited 
in  its  application  to  banks  and  bankers.  And 
first,  for  a  case  in  point,  that  is  to  say,  an  Eng- 
lish statute  of  bankruptcy,  limited  to  these 
lords  of  the  purse-strings :  we  have  it  at  once, 
in  the  first  act  ever  passed  on  the  subject — the 
act  of  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third,  against  the  Lombard  Jews.  Everybody 
knows  that  these  Jews  were  bankers,  usually 
formed  into  companies,  who,  issuing  from  Ven- 
ice, Milan,  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  spread  over 
the  south  and  west  of  Europe,  during  the  mid- 
dle ages,  and  established  themselves  in  every 
country  and  city  in  which  the  dawn  of  reviving 
civilization,  and  the  germ  of  returning  indus- 
try, gave  employment  to  money,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  credit.  They  came  to  London  as 
early  as  the  thirteenth  century,  and  gave  their 
name  to  a  street  which  still  retains  it,  as  well 
as  it  still  retains  the  particular  occupation,  and 
the  peculiar  reputation,  which  the  Lombard 
Jews  established  for  it.  The  first  law  against 
bankrupts  ever  passed  in  England,  was  against 
the  banking  company  composed  of  these  Jews, 
and  confined  exclusively  to  them.  It  remained 
in  force  two  hundred  years,  without  any  alter- 
ation whatever,  and  was  nothing  but  the  ap- 
plication of  the  law  of  their  own  country  to 
these  bankers  in  the  country  of  their  sojourn- 
ment— the  Italian  law,  founded  upon  the  civil 
law,  and  called  in  Italy  ianco  rotto,  broken 
bank.    It  is  in  direct  refference  to  these  Jews, 


and  this  application  of  the  exotic  bankrupt  law 
to  them,  that  Sir  Edward  Coke,  in  Ms  insti- 
tutes, takes  occasion  to  say  that  both  the  name 
and  the  wickedness  of  bankruptcy  were  of 
foreign  origin,  and  had  been  brought  into  Eng- 
land from  foreign  parts.  It  was  enacted  under 
the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the 
English  princes — a  reign  as  much  distinguished 
for  the  beneficence  of  its  civil  administration  as 
for  the  splendor  of  its  military  achievements. 
This  act  of  itself  is  a  full  answer  to  the  whole 
objection  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  shows  that,  even  in  England,  a  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  confined  to  a  single  class  of 
persons,  and  that  class  a  banking  company. 
And  here  I  would  be  willing  to  close  my  speech 
upon  a  compromise — a  compromise  founded  in 
reason  and  reciprocity,  and  invested  with  the 
equitable  mantle  of  a  mutual  concession.  It  is 
this :  if  we  must  follow  English  precedents,. let 
us  follow  them  chronologically  and  orderly. 
Let  us  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  take  them 
as  they  rise.  Give  me  a  bankrupt  law  for  two 
hundred  years  against  banks  and  bankers ;  and, 
after  that,  make  another  for  merchants  and 
traders. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
stee)  »has  emphatically  demanded,  how  the 
bankrupt  power  could  be  fairly  exercised  by 
seizing  on  corporations  and  bankers,  and  ex- 
cluding aU  the  other  usual  subjects  of  bankrupt 
laws  ?  I  answer,  by  following  the  example  of 
that  England  to  which  he  has  conducted  us ; 
by  copying  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Edward  the 
Third ;  by  going  back  to  that  reign  of  heroism, 
patriotism,  and  wisdom ;  that  reign  in  which 
the  monarch  acquired  as  much  glory  from  his 
domestic  policy  as  from  his  foreign  conquests ; 
that  reign  in  which  the  acquisition  of  dyers 
and  weavers  from  Flanders,  the  observance  of 
law  and  justice  and  the  encouragement  given 
to  agriculture  and  manufactures,  conferred  more 
benefit  upon  the  kingdom,  and  more  glory  up- 
on the  king,  than  the  splendid  victories  of 
Poictiers,  Agincourt,  and  Oressy. 

But  the  Senator  may  not  be  willing  to  yield 
to  this  example,  this  case  in  point,  drawn  from 
his  own  fountain,  and  precisely  up  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  occasion.  He-  may  want  some- 
thing more,  and  he  shall  have  it.  I  will  now 
take  the  question  upon  its  broadest  bottom  and 
fuUest  merits.  I  will  go  to  the  question  of 
general  power — the  point  of  general  authority 
— exemplified  by  the  general  practice  of  the 
British  Parliament,  for  five  hundred  years,  over 
the  whole  subject  of  bankruptcy.  I  will  try 
the  question  upon  this  basis;  and  here  I  lay 
down  the  proposition,  that  this  five  hundred 
years  of  parliamentary  legislation  on  bank- 
ruptcy establishes  the  point  of  full  authority  in 
the  British  Parliament  to  act  as  it  pleased  on 
the  entire  subject  of  bankruptcies.  This  is  my 
proposition;  and,  when  it  is  proved,  I  shall 
claim  from  those  who  carry  me  to  England,  for 
authority,  the  same  amount  of  power  over  the 
subject  which  the  British  Parliament  has  been 


454 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SlitATE.] 


Law  of  SanJerupta/  against  Baiikmpt  Banks. 


[October,  1837. 


in  the  habit  of  exercising.  Now,  what  is  the 
extent  of  that  power?  Happily  for  me,  I,  who 
have  to  speak,  without  any  inclination  for  the 
task ;  still  more  happily  for  those  who  have  to 
hear  me,  peradventure  without  profit  or  pleas- 
ure ;  happily  for  both  parties,  my  proposition 
is  already  proved,  partly  by  what  I  have  pre- 
viously advanced,  and  fully  by  what  every 
Senator  knows.  I  have  already  shown  the 
practice  of  Parliament  upon  this  subject,  that 
it  has  altered  and  changed,  contracted  and  en- 
larged, put  in  and  left  out,  abohshed  and  creat- 
ed, precisely  as  it  pleased.  I  have  already 
shown,  in  my  rapid  view  of  English  legislation 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Parliament  exercised 
plenary  power  and  unlimited  authority  over 
every  branch  of  the  bankrupt  question ;  that 
it  confined  the  action  of  the  bankrupt  laws  to 
a  single  class  of  persons,  or  extended  it  to  many 
classes ;  that  it  was  sometimes  confined  to 
foreigners,  then  applied  to  natives,  and  that 
DOW  it  comprehends  natives,  aliens,  denizens, 
and  women ;  that  at  one  time  all  debtors  were 
subject  to  it ;  then  none  but  merchants  and 
traders;  and  now,  besides  merchants  and 
traders,  a  long  list  of  persons  who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  trade ;  that  at  one  time  bank- 
ruptcy was  treated  criminally,  and  its -object 
punished  corporeally,  while  now  it  is  a  remedial 
measure  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  and 
the  relief  of  unfortunate  debtors ;  and  that  the 
acts  of  the  debtor  which  may  constitute  him  a 
bankrupt,  have  been  enlarged  from  three  or 
four  glaring  misdeeds,  to  so  long  a  catalogue  of 
actions,  divided  into  the  heads  of  innocent  and 
fraudulent ;  constructive  and  positive ;  inten- 
tional and  unintentional ;  voluntary  and  forced ; 
that  none  but  an  attorney,  with  book  in  hand, 
can  pretend  to  enumerate  them.  All  this  has 
been  shown ;  and,  from  all  this,  it  is  incontest- 
able that;  Parliament  can  do  just  what  it  pleases 
on  the  subject;  and,  therefore,  our  Congress, 
if  referred'  to  England  for  its  powers,  can  do 
just  what  it  pleases  also.  And  thus,  whether 
we  go  by  the  words  of  our  own  constitution, 
or  by  a  particular  example  in  England,  or 
deduce  a  general  authority  from  the  general 
practice  of  that  country,  the  result  is  still  the 
same :  we  have  authority  to  limit,  if  we  please, 
our  bankrupt  law  to  the  single  class  of  banks 
and  bankers. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbb- 
stee)  demands  whether  bankrupt  laws  ordi- 
narily extend  to  corporations,  meaning  moneyed 
corporations.  I  am  free  to  answer  that,  in 
point  of  fact,  they  do  not.  But  why  ?  because 
they  ought  not  ?  or  because  these  corporations 
have  yet  been  powerful  enough,  or  fortunate 
enough,  to  keep  their  necks  out  of  that  noose  ? 
Certainly  the  latter.  It  is  the  power  of  these 
moneyed  corporations  in  England,  and  their 
good  fortune  in  our  America,  which,  enabling 
them  to  grasp  all  advantages  on  one  hand,  and 
to  repulse  all  penalties  on  the  other,  has  enabled 
them  to  obtain  express  statutory  exemption 
from  bankrupt  liabilities  in  England,  and  to 


escape,  thus  far,  from  similar  liabilities  in  the 
United  States.  This,  sir,  is  history,  and  not 
invective ;  it  is  fact,  and  not  assertion ;  and  I 
will  speedily  refresh  the  Senator's  memory, 
and  bring  him  to  recollect  why  it  is,  in  point  of 
fact,  that  bankrupt  laws  do  not  usually  extend 
to  these  corporations.  And,  first,  let  us  look 
to  England,  that  great  exemplar,  whose  evil 
examples  we  are  so  prompt,  whose  good  ones 
we  are  so  slow,  to  imitate.  How  stands  this 
question  of  corporation  unliability  there  ?  By 
the  judicial  construction  of  the  statute  of  Ehza- 
beth,  the  partners  in  aU  incorporated  companies 
were  held  subject  to  the  bankrupt  law ;  and, 
under  this  construction,  a  commission  of  bank- 
rupt was  issued  against  Sir  John  Wolstenholme, 
a  gentleman  of  large  fortune,  who  had  advanced 
a  sum  of  money  on  an  adventure  in  the  East 
India  Company's  trade.  The  issue  of  this  com- 
mission was  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench ;  but  this  happened  to  take  place  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second — that  reign  during 
which  so  little  is  found  worthy  of  imitation  in 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain — and  imme- 
diately two  acts  of  Parliament  were  passed,  one 
to  annul  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Wolstenholme, 
and  the  other  to  prevent  any  such  judgments 
from  being  given  in  future.  Here  are  copies 
of  the  two  acts : 

First  act,  to  annul  th^  judgment. 
"  Whereas  a  verdict  and  judgment  was  had  in  the 
Easter  term  of  the  King's  Bench,  whereby  Sir  John 
Wolstenholme,  knight,  and  adventurer  in  the  East 
India  Company,  was  found  liable  to  a  commission  of 
bankrupt  only  for,  and  by  reason  of,  a  share  which 
he  had  in  the  joint  stock  of  said  company :  Now, 
&c.,  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  judgment  be  re- 
versed, annulled,  vacated,  and  for  nought  held,"  &c. 

Second  act,  to  prevent  sitch  judgments  in  future. 

"  That  whereas  divers  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
and  persons  of  quality,  no  ways  bred  up  to  trade,  do 
often  put  in  great  stocks  of  money  into  the  East  India 
and  Guinea  Company :  Be  it  enacted,  That  no  per- 
sons adventurers  for  putting  in  money  or  merchan- 
dise into  the  said  companies,  or  for  venturing  or 
managing  the  fishing  trade,  called  the  royal  fishing 
trade,  shall  be  reputed  or  taken  to  be  a  merchant  or 
trader  within  any  statutes  for  bankrupts." 

Thus,  and  for  these  reasons,  were  chartered 
companies  and  their  members  exempted  from 
the  bankrupt  penalties,  under  the  dissolute  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second.  It  was  not  the  power 
of  the  corporations  at  that  time — for  the  Bank 
of  England  was  not  then  chartered,  and  the 
East  India  Company  had  not  then  conquered 
India — which  occasioned  tliis  exemption;  but 
it  was  to  favor  the  dignified  characters  who 
engaged  in  -the  trade — noblemen,  gentlemen, 
and  persons  of  quality.  But,  afterwards,  when 
the  Bank  of  England  had  become  almost  the 
Government  of  England,  and  when  the  East 
India  Company  had  acquired  the  dominions  of 
the  Great  Mogul,  an  act  of  Parliament  expressly 
declared  that  no  member  of  any  incorporated 
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company,  chartered  by  act  of  Parliament, 
should  be  liable  to  become  bankrupt.  This  act 
was  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Fourth, 
■when  the  "Wellington  ministry  was  in  power, 
and  when  liberal  principles  and  human  rights 
were  at  the  last  gasp.  So  much  for  these  cor- 
poration exemptions  in  England ;  and  if  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  finds  any  thing  in 
such  instances  worthy  of  imitation,  let  him 
stand  forth  and  proclaim  it. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  yet  done  with  my  answer 
to  this  question :  do  such  laws  ordinarily  extend 
to  corporations  at  all  ?  I  answer,  most  decid- 
edly, that  they  do !  that  they  apply  in  England 
to  ail  the  corporations,  except  those  specially 
excepted  by  the  act  of  George  the  Fourth ;  and 
these  are  few  in  number,  though  great  in  power 
— powerful,  but  few — nothing  but  units  to  myr- 
iads compared  to  those  which  are  not  excepted. 
The  words  of  that  act  are :  "  Member  of,  or 
subscriber  to,  any  incorporated  commercial  or 
trading  companies,  established  by  charter  act 
of  Parliament."  These  words  out  off  at  once 
the  many  ten  thousand  corporations  in  the 
British  empire  existing  by  prescription,  or  in- 
corporated by  letters  patent  from  the  King ; 
and  then  they  cut  off  all  those  even  chartered 
by  act  of  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial 
or  trading  in  their  nature.  Tliis  saves  but  a 
few  out  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cor- 
porations which  abound  in  England,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  It  saves,  or  rather  con- 
firms, the  exemption  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
whioli  is  ■  a  trader  in  money,  and  it  confirms, 
also,  the  exemption  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, which  is,  in  contemplation  of  law  at  least, 
a  commercial  company ;  and  it  saves  or  exempts 
a  few  others  deriving  charters  of  incorporation 
from  Parliament ;  but  it  leaves  subject  to  the 
law  the  whole  wilderness  of  corporations,  of 
which  there  are  thousands  in  London  alone, 
which  derive  from  prescription  or  letters  pat- 
ent ;  and  it  also  leaves  subject  to  the  same 
laws  all  the  corporations  created  by  charter  act 
of  Parliament,  which  are  not  commercial  or 
trading.  The  words  of  the  act  are  very  pecu- 
liar— "  charter  act  of  Parliament ;  "  so  that 
corporations  by  a  general  law,  without  a  special 
charter  act,  are  not  included  in  the  exemption. 
This  answer,  added  to  what  has  been  previously 
said,  must  be  a  sufficient  reply  to  the  Senator's 
question,  whether  bankrupt  laws  ordinarily 
extend  to  corporations  ?  Sir,  out  of  the  myriad 
of  corporations  in  Great  Britain,  the  bankrupt 
law  extends  to  the  whole,  except  some  half 
dozen  or  dozen. 

So  much  for  the  exemption  of  these  corpora- 
tions in  England ;  now  for  our  America.  "We 
never  had  but  one  bankrupt  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  for  the  short  period  of  three 
or  four  years.  It  was  passed  under  the  admin- 
istration of  the  elder  Mr.  Adams,  and  repealed 
under  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  copied  the  English 
acts  including  among  the  subjects  of  bank- 
ruptcy, bankers,  brokers,  and  factors.  Cor- 
porations were  not  included ;  and  it  is  probable 


that  no  question  was  raised  about  them,  as,  up 
to  that  time,  their  number  was  few,  and  their 
conduct  generally  good.  But,  at  a  later  date, 
the  enactment  of  a  bankrupt  law  was  again 
attempted  in  our  Congress ;  and,  at  that  period, 
the  multiplication  and  the  misconduct  of  banks 
presented  them  to  the  minds  of  many  as  proper 
subjects  for  the  application  of  the  law ;  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  brought  into  the  Senate, 
and  lost.  That  bill,  like  all  previous  laws  since 
the  time  of  George  II.,  was  made  applicable  to 
bankers,  brokers,  and  factors.  A  Senator  from 
Noi'th  Carolina  (Mr.  Bbanoh)  moved  to  inclflde 
banking  corporations.  The  motion  was  lost, 
there  being  but  twelve  votes  for  it ;  but  in  this 
twelve  there  were  some  whose  names  must  carry 
weight  to  any  cause  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached. The  twelve  were,  Messrs.  Barton, 
Benton,  Branch,  Cobb,  Diokerson,  Hendricks, 
Macon,  Noble,  Randolph,  Reed,  Smith  of  South 
Carolina,  and  White.  The  whole  of  the  friends- 
of  the  bill,  twenty-one  in  number,  voted  against 
the  proposition,  (the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
in  the  number,)  and  for  the  obvious  reason, 
with  some,  of  not  encumbering  the  measure 
they  were  so  anxious  to  carry,  by  putting  into- 
it  a  new  and  untried  provision.  And  thus 
stands  our  own  legislation  on  this  subject.  In 
point  of  fact,  then,  chartered  corporations  have 
thus  far  escaped  bankrupt  penalties,  both  in 
England  and  in  our  America ;  but  ought  they 
to  continue  to  escape  ?  This  is  the  question — 
this  the  true  and  important  inquiry,  which  is 
now  to  occupy  the  public  mind. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  "Wkb- 
stee)  says  the  object  of  bankrupt  laws  has  no 
relation  to  currency ;  that  their  object  is  simply 
to  distribute  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtors 
among  their  creditors.  So  says  the  Senator, 
but  what  says  history  ?  "What  says  the  practice 
of  Great  Britain  ?  I  will  show  you  what  it 
says,  and  for  that  purpose  will  read  a  passage 
from  McCulloh's  notes  on  Smith's  "Wealth  of 
Nations.     He  says : 

"  In  1814-'  15,  and  '  16,  no  fewer  than  240  country 
banks  stopped  payment,  and  ninety-two  commissions 
of  bankruptcy  were  issued  against  these  establish- 
ments, being  at  the  rate  of  one  commission  against 
every  seven  and  a  half  of  the  total  number  of  coun- 
try banks  existing  in  1813." 

Two  hundred  and  forty  stopped  payment  at 
one  dash,  and  ninety-two  subjected  to  commis- 
sions of  bankruptcy.  They  were  not  indeed 
chartered  banks,  for  there  are  none  such  in 
England,  except  the  Bank  of  England  -  but  they 
were  legalized  establishments,  existing  under 
the  first  joint-stock  bank  act  of  1708,  and  they 
were  banks  of  issue.  Yet  they  were-  subjected 
to  the  bankrupt  laws,  ninety -two-  of  them  in  a 
single  season  of  bank  catalepsy ;  their  broken 
"promises  to  pay"  were  taken  out  of  circula- 
tion ;  their  doors  closed ;  their  directors  and 
ofiicers  turned  out ;  their  whole  effects,  real 
and  personal,  their  money,  debts,  books,  pa- 
per, and  every  thing,  put  into-  the  hands  of  as- 
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signees ;  and  to  these  assignees,  the  holders  of 
their  notes  forwarded  their  demands,  and  were 
paid,  every  one  in  equal  proportion — as  the 
debts  of  the  bank  were  collected,  and  its  effects 
converted  into  money ;  and  this  without  ex- 
pense or  trouble  to  any  one  of  them.  Ninety- 
two  banks  in  England  shared  this  fate  in  a 
single  season  of  bank  mortality ;  five  hundred 
more  could  be  enumerated  in  other  seasons, 
many  of  them  superior  in  real  capital,  credit, 
and  circulation,  to  our  famous  chartered  banks, 
most  of  which  are  banks  of  moonshine,  built 
upAi  each  other's  paper,  and  the  whole  ready 
to  fly  sky-high  the  moment  any  one  of  the 
concern  becomes  sufficiently  inflated  to  burst. 
The  immedate  effect  of  this  application  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  to  banks  in  England,  is  two-fold : 
first,  to  save  the  general  currency  from  deprecia- 
tion, by  stopping  the  issue  and  circulation  of  ir- 
redeemable notes;  secondly,  to  do  equal  justice 
to  aU  creditors,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
present  and  absent,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, as  well  as  the  canning  and  the  powerful, 
by  distributing  their  effects  in  proportionate 
amounts  to  all  who  hold  demands.  This  is  the 
operation  of,  bankrupt  laws  upon  banks  in  Eng- 
land, and  all  over  the  British  empire ;  and  it 
happens  to  be  the  precise  check  upon  the  issue 
of  broken  bank  paper,  and  the  precise  remedy 
for  the  injured  holders  of-  their  dishonored 
paper,  which  the  President  recommends.  Here 
is  his  recommendation,  listen  to  it : 

"  In.  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  The  Treasury 
Department,,  on  several  former  occasions,  has  sug- 
gested the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform 
law  concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporations  and 
other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  such 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  naay  doubtless  be  imposed  on 
the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy 
given  to  the  citizen,  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully  authorized  by  the  con- 
stitution." 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  he 
would  not,  intentionally,  do  injustice  to  the 
Message  or  its  author ;  and  doubtless  he  is  not 
conscious  of  violating  that  benevolent  deter- 
mination ;  but  here  is  injustice,  both  to  the 
Message  and  to  its  author;  injustice  in  not 
quoting  the  Message  as  it  is,  and  showing  that 
it  proposes  a  remedy  to  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
a  check  upon  insolvent  issues ;  injustice  to  the 
author  in  denying  that  the  object  of  bankrupt 
laws  has  any  relation  to  currency,  when  history 
shows  that  these  laws  are  the  actual  instrument 
for  regulating  and  purifying  the  whole  local 
paper  currency  of  the  entire  British  empire, 
and  saving  that  country  from  the  frauds,  losses, 
impositions,  and  demoralization  of  an  irredeem- 
able paper  money. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  says  the 
object  of  bankrupt  laws  has  no  relation  to  cur- 
rency. If  he  means  hard-money  currency,  I 
agree  with  him ;  but  if  he  means  bank  notes, 
as  I  am  sure  he  does,  then  I  point  him  to  the 


British  bankrupt  code,  which  applies  to  every, 
bank  of  issue  in  the  British  empire,  except  the 
Bank  of  England  itself,  and  the  few  others, 
four  or  five  in  number,  which  are  incorporated 
by  charter  acts.  All  the  joint  stock  banks,  all 
the  private  banks,  all  the  bankers  of  England, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  are  subject  to  the 
law  of  bankruptcy.  Many  of  these  establish- 
ments, are  of  great  capital  and  credit;  some 
having  hundreds,  or  even  thousands  of  part- 
ners ;  and  many  of  them  having  ten,  or  twen- 
ty, or  thirty,  and  some  even  forty  branches. 
They  are  almost  the  exclusive  furnishers  of  the 
local  and  common  bank-note  currency;  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  being  chiefly  used  in 
the  great  cities  for  large  mercantile  and  Govern- 
ment payments.  These  joint-stock  banks,  pri- 
vate companies,  and  individual  bankers  are, 
practically,  in  the  British  empire  what  the 
local  banks  are  in  the  United  States.  They 
perform  the  same  functions,  and  differ  in  name 
only ;  not  in  substance  nor  in  conduct.  They 
have  no  charters,' but  they  have  a  legalized 
existence ;  they  are  not  corporations,  but  they 
are  allowed  by  law  to  act  in  a  body;  they 
furnish  the  actual  paper  currency  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  British  empire,  as 
much  so  as  our  local  banks  furnish  the  mass  of 
paper  currency  to  the  people  of  the  Fnited 
States.  They  have  had  twenty-four  millions 
sterling  (one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
dollars)  in  circulation  at  one  time ;  a  sum  nearly 
equal  to  the  greatest  issue  ever  known  in  the 
United  States,  and  more  than  equal  to  the 
whole  bank-note  circulation  of  the  present  day. 
They  are  all  subject  to  the  law  of  bankruptcy, 
and  their  twenty-four  millions  sterling  of  cur- 
rency along  with  them ;  and  five  hundred  of 
them  have  been  shut  up  and  wound  up  under 
commissions  of  bankuptcy  in  the  last  forty 
years ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Massachusette 
informs  us  that  the  object  of  bankrupt  laws 
has  no  relation  to  currency ! 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  all  the  way  to 
England  to  find  bankrupt  laws  having  relation 
to  currency.  The  act  passed  in  our  own  coun- 
try, about  forty  years  ago,  applied  to  bankers ; 
the  bill  brought  into  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  a  gentleman 
then,  and  now,  a  Representative  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  also  applied 
to  bankers;  and  the  bill  brought  into  this 
Senate,  ten  years  ago,  by  a  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  not  now  a  member  of  this  body, 
(General  Hayne,)  still  applied  to  bankers. 
These  bankers,  of  whom  there  were  many  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  whom  Girard,  in  the 
East,  and  Yeatman  and  "Woods,  in  the  West, 
were  the  most  considerable — these  bankers  all 
issued  paper  money ;  they  all  issued  currency. 
The  act,  then,  of  1798,  if  it  had  continued  in 
force,  or  the  two  bills  just  referred  to,  if  they 
had  become  law,  would  have  operated  upon 
these  bankers  and  their  banks— would  have, 
stopped  their  issues,  and  put  their  establish- 
ments into  the  hands  of  assignees,  and  distnb- 
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uted  their  effects  among  their  creditors.    This, 
certainly,  would  have  been  having  some  relation 
to  currency :  so  that,  even  with  our  limited  es- 
says towards  a  bankrupt  system,  we  have  scaled 
the  outworks  of  the  banking  empire ;  we  have 
laid  hold  of  bankers,  but  not  of  banks ;  we  have 
reached  the  bank  of  Girard,  but  not  the  Girard 
bank ;  we  have  applied  our  law  to  the  bank  of 
Yeatman  and  Woods,  but  not  to  the  rabble  of 
petty  corporations  which  have  not  the  tithe  of 
their  capital  and  credit.    We ,  have  gone  as  far 
as  bankers,  but  not  as  far  as  banks ;  and  now 
give  me  a  reason  for  the  difference.    Give  me 
a  reason  why  the  act  of  1798,  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Sbegeant,  in  1821,  and  the  bill  of  General 
Eatnb,  in  1827,  should  not  include  banks  as 
well  as  bankers.    They  both  perform  the  same 
function — that  of  issuing  paper  currency.    They 
both  involve  the  same  mischief   when  they 
stop  payment — that  of  afflicting  the  country 
with  a  circulation  of  irredeemable  and  depre- 
ciated paper  money.     They  are  both  culpable 
in  the  same  mode,  and  in  the  same  degree ;  for 
they  are  both  violators  of  their  "  promises  to 
pay."    They  both  exact  a  general  credit  from 
the  community,  and  theyboth  abuse  that  credit. 
They  both  have  creditors,  and  they  both  have 
effects ;  and  these  creditors  have  as  much  right 
to  a  pro  rata  distribution  of  the  effects  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other.     Why,  then,  a  distinction 
in  favor  of  the  bank  ?     Is  it  because  corporate 
bodies  are  superior  to  natural  bodies  ?  because 
artificial  beings  are  superior  to  natural  beings  ? 
or,  rather,  is  it  not  because  corporations  are 
assemblages  of  men,  and  assemblages  are  more 
powerful  than  single  men ;  and,  therefore,  these 
corporations,  in  addition  to  all  their  vast  priv- 
ileges, are  also  to  have  the  privilege  of  being 
bankrupt,  and  afflicting  the  country  with  the 
evils  of  bankruptcy,  without  themselves  being 
subjected  to  the  laws  of  bankruptcy  ?    Be  this 
as  it  may — be  the  cause  what  it  will — the  decree 
has  gone  forth  for  the  decision  of  the  question 
— for  the  trial  of  the  issue — for  the  verdict  and 
judgment  upon  the  claim  of  the  banks.     They 
have  many  privileges  and  exemptions  now,  and 
they  have  the  benefit  of  aU  laws  against  the 
community.     They  pay  no  taxes ;  the  property 
of  the  stockholders  is  not  liable  for  their  debts ; 
they  sue  their  debtors,  sell  their  property,  and 
put  their  bodies  in  jail.    They  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  stamping  paper  money ;  the  privilege 
of  taking  interest  upon  double,  treble,  and 
quadruple  their  actual  money.    They  put  up 
and  put  down  the  price  of  property,  labor,  and 
produce,  as  they  please.  .  They  have  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  the  actual  currency.    They 
are  strong  enough  to  suppress  the  constitutional 
money,  and  to  force  their  own  paper  upon  the 
community,  and  then  to  redeem  it  or  not  as 
they  please.    And  is  it  to  be  tolerated,  that, 
in  addition  to  all  these  privileges,  and  all  these 
powers,  they  are  to  be  exempted  from  the  law 
of  bankruptcy?  the  only  law  of  which  they 
are  afraid,  and  the  only  one  which  can  protect 
the  country  against  their  insolvent  issues,  and 


give  a  fair  chance  for  payment  to  the  numerous 
holders  of  their  violated  "  promises  to  pay  !  " 
I  have  discussed,  Mr.  President,  the  right  of 
Congress  to  apply  a  bankrupt  law  to  banking 
corporations ;  I  have  discussed  it  on  the  words 
of  our  own  constitution,  on  the  practice  of 
England,  and  on  the  general  authority  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  on  each  and  every  ground,  as  I 
fully  believe,  vindicated  our  right  to  pass  the 
law.     The  right  is  clear ;    the  expediency  is 
manifest  and  glaring.     Of  all  the  objects  upon 
the  earth,  banks  of  circulation  are  the  fittest 
subjects  of  bankrupt  laws.    They  act  in  secret, 
and  they  exact   a   general  credit.     Nobody 
knows  their  means,  yet  everybody  must  trust 
them.     They  send  their  "  promises  to  pay  "  far 
and  near.     They  push  them  into  everybody's 
hands ;  they  make  them  small  to  go  into  small 
hands — into  the    hands  of   the    laborer,   the 
widow,  the  helpless,  the  ignorant.     Suddenly 
the  bank  stops  payment;    all  these  helpless 
holders  of  their  notes  are  without  pay,  and 
without  remedy.    A  few   on  the  spot  get  a 
little ;   those  at  a  distance  get  nothing.     For 
each  to  sue,  is  a  vexatious  and  a  losing  business. 
The  only  adequate  remedy — the  only  one  that 
promises  any  justice  to  the  body  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  helpless  holders  of  small  notes 
— is  the  bankrupt  remedy  of  assignees  to  dis- 
tribute the  effects.     This  makes  the  real  effects 
available.    When  a  bank  stops,  it  has  little  or 
no  specie,  but  it  has,  or  ought  to  have,  a  good 
mass  of  solvent  debts.    At  present,  all  these 
debts  are  unavailable  to  the  community — they 
go  to  a  few  large  and  favored  creditors ;  and 
those  who  are  most  in  need  get  nothing.     But 
a  stronger  view  remains  to  be  taken  of  these 
debts :    the  mass  of  them  are  due  from  the 
owners  and  managers  of  the  banks — from  the 
presidents,    directors,    cashiers,    stockholders,' 
attorneys ;    and  these  people  do   not   make 
themselves  pay.     They  do  not  sue  themselves, 
nor  protest  themselves    They  sue  and  protest 
others,  and  sell  out  their  property,  and  put 
their  bodies  in  jail ;   but,  as  for  themselves, 
who  are  the  main  debtors,  it  is  another  affair ! 
They  take  their  time,  and  usually  wait  till  the 
notes  are  heavily  depreciated,  and  then  square 
off  with  a  few  cents  in  the  dollar !     A  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy  is  the  remedy  for  this 
evil ;  assignees  of  the  effects  of  the  bank,  are 
the  persons  to  make  these  owners,  and  man- 
agers, and  chief  debtors  to  the  institutions,  pay 
up.     Under  the  bankrupt  law,  every  holder 
of  a  note,  no  matter  how  small  in  amount,  nor 
how  distant  the  holder  may  reside,  on  forward- 
ing the  note  to  assignees,  will  receive  his  rat- 
able proportion  of  the  bank's  effects,  without 
expense,  and  without  trouble  to  himself.    It  is 
a  most  potent,  a  most  proper,  and  most  consti- 
tutional remedy  against  delinquent  banks.    It 
is  an  equitable  and  a  brave  remedy.     It  does 
honor  to  the  President  who  recommended  it, 
and  is  worthy  of  the  successor  of  Jackson. 

Our  constitution  contains  three  most  vital 
prohibitions,  of  which  the  Federal  Government 
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is  the  guardian  and  the  guaranty,  and  which 
are  now  publiclv  trodden  under  foot.  No  State 
shall  emit  bills  of  credit ;  no  State  shall  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debts;  no  State  shall  pass  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.  No 
State  shall  do  these  things.  So  says  the  consti- 
tution under  which  we  live,  and  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  protect,  preserve, 
and  defend.  But  a  new  power  has  sprung  up 
among  us,  and  has  annulled  the  whole  of  these 
prohibitions.  That  new  power  is  the  oligarchy 
of  banks.  It  has  filled  the  whole  land  with 
bills  of  credit ;  for  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  bank  notes,  not  convertible  into  specie, 
are  biUs  of  credit.  It  has  suppressed  the  con- 
stitutional currency,  and  made  depreciated  paper 
money  a  forced  tender  in  payment  of  every 
debt.  It  has  violated  all  its  own  contracts,  and 
compelled  all  individual.'!,  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  State  Governments,  to  violate 
theirs,  and  has  obtained  from  sovereign  States 
an  express  sanction,  or  a  silent  acquiescence,  in 
this  double  violation  of  sacred  obligations,  and 
in  this  triple  annulment  of  constitutional  pro- 
hibitions. It  is  our  duty  to  bring,  or  to  try  to 
bring,  this  new  power  under  subordination  to 
the  laws  and  the  Government.  It  is  our  duty 
to  go  to  the  succor  of  the  constitution — to 
rescue,  if  possible,  these  prohibitions  from 
daily,  and  public,  and  permanent  infraction. 
The  application  of  the  bankrupt  law  to  this 
new  power,  is  the  way  to  effect  this  rescue — 
the  way  to  cause  these  vital  prohibitions  to  be 
respect^  and  observed,  and  to  do  it  in  a  way 
to  prevent  collisions  between  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Government.  The  prohibitions  are 
upon  the  States ;  it  is  they  who  are  not  to  do 
these  things,  and,  of  course,  are  not  to  authorize 
others  to  do  what  they  cannot  do  themselves. 
The  banks  are  their  delegates  in  this  three-fold 
violation  of  the  constitution ;  and,  in  proceed- 
ing against  these  delegates,  we  avoid  collision 
with  the  States. 

It  is  said  that  bankruptcy  is  a  severe  remedy 
to  apply  to  banks.  It  may  be  answered  that 
it  is  not  more  severe  here  than  in  England, 
where  it  applies  to  all  banks  of  issue  except 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  few  others ;  and 
it  is  not  more  severe  to  them  than  it  is  to 
merchants  and  traders,  and  to  bankers  and 
brokers,  and  all  unincorporated  banks.  Person- 
ally, I  was  disposed  to  make  large  allowances 
for  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  Our  own  im- 
providence tempted  them  into  an  expansion  of 
near  forty  millions,  in  1885  and  1836,  by  giving 
them  the  national  domain  to  bank  upon ;  a 
temptation  which  they  had  not  fortitude  to 
resist,  and  which  expanded  them  to  near  the 
bursting  point.  Then  they  were  driven  almost 
to  a  choice  of  bankruptcy  between  themselves 
and  their  debtors,  by  the  act  which  required 
near  forty  millions  to  be  distributed  in  masses, 
and  at  brief  intervals,  among  the  States.  Some 
failures  were  inevitable  under  these  circum- 
stances, and  I  was  disposed  to  make  liberal 


allowances  for  them ;  but  there  are  three 
things  for  which  the  banks  have  no  excuse,  and 
which  should  forever  weigh  against  their  claims 
to  favor  and  confidence.  These  things  are, 
first,  the  political  aspect  which  the  general  sus- 
pension of  payment  was  permitted  to  assume, 
and  which  it  still  wears ;  secondly,  the  issue 
and  use  of  shin-plasters,  and  refusal  to  pay 
silver-change,  when  there  are  eighty  millions 
of  specie  in  the  country ;  thirdly,  the  refusal, 
by  the  deposit  banks,  to  pay  out  the  sums 
which  had  been  severed  from  the  Treasury,  and 
stood  in  the  names  of  disbursing  officers,  and 
was  actually  due  to  those  who  were  performing 
work  and  labor,  and  rendering  daily  services 
to  the  Government.  For  these  three  things 
there  is  no  excuse ;  and,  while  memory  retains 
their  recollection,  there  can  be  no  confidence 
in  those  who  have  done  them. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  President's 
recommendation  for  a  bankrupt  law  against 
banking  institutions,  have  deferred  their  report, 
and  moved  to  be  discharged.  I  shall  make  no 
objection  to  the  discharge,  as  legislation  on  this 
subject  can  be  delayed,  without  material  preju- 
dice to  any  interest,  until  the  regular  session. 
I  shall  look  for  a  bill  then,  either  with  or 
without  the  inclusion  of  other  classes;  and 
shall  consider  the  decision  upon  that  biU  as 
settling  the  question  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  the  supremacy  of  their  Government,  on 
one  hand,  and  of  the  pretensions  of  the  banks, 
and  their  permanent  supremacy  over  laws, 
Governments,  constitutions,  and  the  people,  on 
the  other. 

Mr.  Crittenden  replied  to  Mr.  Benton,  argu- 
ing against  the  constitutionality  and  policy  of 
the  proposed  partial  bankrupt  law,  and  com- 
menting on  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  present 
distressed  condition  of  the  country. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  lies 
over  one  day. 


Feidat,  October  13. 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 

The  ViOE  President  having,  at  the  close  of 
yesterday's  sitting,  stated  to  the  Senate  that  he 
should  not  resume  the  chair  during  the  present 
session, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election,  by  bal- 
lot, of  a  President  pro  tern. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  having  received  nearly 
all  the  votes  which  were  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 

Mr.  King,  on  taking  the  chair,  briefly  returned 
his  thanks  to  the  Senate  for  the  distinguished 
honor  conferred  upon  him.  It  had  often  been 
his  fortune  to  be  elected  by  the  voice  of  the 
people  to  distinguished  offices,  but  this  election 
conferred  more  honor,  as  coming  from  so  ele- 
vated a  body.  The  favor  of  the  people  was 
often  obtained  without  merit,  and  as  often  lost 
without  fault.    Not  so  was  it  with  this  high 
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evidence  of  tlie  approbation  of  the  Senate,  for 
which  he  returned  hia  thanks.  It  should  he 
his  aim  and  endeavor  to  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  upon  him  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  Senate,  and  with  perfect  impartiality  to 
every  Senator. 

Law  of  Banlcruptey. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.'  Getindt  to  discharge  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  from  the  further  consideration 
of  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  relating 
to  a  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  SoTJTHAED  spoke  with  much  earnestness 
against  the  Executive  recommendation,  and 
against  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of 
any  bankrupt  law,  except  in  relation  to  mer- 
chants and  traders,  and  for  the  exclusive  purpose 
of  preventing  fraud,  and  an  inequitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  property  of  bankrupts;  dwelling 
at  times  on  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, the  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  pros- 
pective designs  of  the  administration. 

The  question  on  discharging  the  committee 
was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  October  16 
Adjournment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Noevell,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  from  the  Senate  be 


appointed  to  join  a  committee  from  the  House  to  in- 
form the  President  of  the  United  States  that  the  two 
Houses  had  completed  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn. 

Messrs.  Geundt,  Clat  of  Alabama,  and 
NoEVELL,  were  appointed  said  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Kent  offered  a  resolution  granting  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Senate  the  same  compensation 
for  this  extra  session  as  the  House  had  voted 
to  its  Chaplain. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  inform 
the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  iinished  the 
business  before  it,  was  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  NoEVELL,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  informed  the  Senate  that  said 
committee,  having  waited  upon  the  President, 
had  been  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no 
farther  communication  to  make  the  two  Houses, 
and  that  the  President  wished  the  members, 
individually  and  collectively,  health  and  pros- 
perity. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Peanklin,  their  clerk, 
that  the  House  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Niles,  the 
Senate  adjourned  sine  die. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS -EXTRA  SESSION. 


PKOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


Monday,  September  4,  1837. 
At  twelve  o'clock,  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Feanelin,  the 
Clerk  of  the  last  Congress,  who  read  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  convening  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.    He  then  proceeded  to  call 


*  LIST  OF  MEMBERS, 

3l(vine>. — George  Evans,  Jolm  Fairfield,  Timotliy  J.  Car- 
ter, F.  O.  J.  Smith,  Thomas  Bavee,  Jonathan  Cilley,  Joseph 
0.  Noyes,  Hugh.  J.  Anderson. 

Hew  Ma/rnpshire. — Samuel  Cushman,  James  Farrington, 
Charles  J.  Atherton,  Joseph,  Weeks,  Jared  "W.  Williams. 

Ifaesaclntsetts. — Richard  Fletcher,  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Caleb  Gushing,  William  Parmenter,  Levi  Lincoln,  George 
Grennell,  George  N.  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Nathaniel 

B.  Borden,  John  Q.  Adams,  John  Eeed,  William  S.  Has- 
tings. 

Rhode  Inland. — J.  L.  Tillinghast,  Robert  B.  Cranston. 

Connecticut. — Isaac  Toucey,  Samuel  Ingham,  Ellsha  Ha- 
ley, Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Launcelot  Phelps,  Orin  Holt. 

Vennont — Hiland  Hall,  William  Blade,  Hemau  Allen, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Horace  Everett. 

2^&vo  York. — ^Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Abraham  Tanderveer, 

C.  C.  Cambreleng,  Ely  Moore,  Edward  Curtis,  Ogden  Hoff- 
man, Govemeur  Kemble,  Obadiah  Titus,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  0.  Brodhead,  Zadock  Pratt,  Robert  M'Clellan,  Henry 
Tail,  Albert  Gallup,  John  I.  De  Graff,  David  Russell,  John 
Palmer,  James  B.  Spencer,  John  Edwards,  Arphasad  Loo- 
mis,  Henry  A.  Foster,  Abraham  P.  Grant,  Isaac  H.  Bronson, 
John  H.  Prentiss,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  John  C.  Clark,  Andrew 

D.  W.  Bruyn,  Hiram  Gray,  William  Taylor,  Bennett  Bick- 
nell,  William  H.  Noble,  Samuel  Birdsall,  Mark  H.  Sibley, 
John  T.  Andrews,  Timothy  Childs,  William  Patterson, 
Luther  C.  Peck,  Richard  P.  Marvin,  Millard  Fillmore, 
Charles  P.  Mitchell 

2Tmo  Jer86y. — John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxwell, 
William  ITalsted,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Charles  C.  Stratton, 
Thomas  Jones  Yorko. 

PertftSj/^cwiict.— Lemuel  Painter,  John  Sergeant,  George 
W.  Toland,  Charles  Naylor,  Eward  Davies,  Bavid  Potts,  jr., 
Edward  Darlington,  Jacob  Fry,  jr.,  Matthias  Morris,  David 


the  names  of  the  members  from  a  roll  made  np' 
by  himself  in  the  usual  manner. 

Election  of  Speaker. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker.     Messes.    Hamee,    MoKjennacj,   and 


D.  "Wagoner,  Edward  B.  Hubley,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Luther  Reily,  Henry  Logan,  Dan.  Sheffer,  Charles  M'Clure, 
William  W.  Potter,  David  Petrikin,  Robert  H.  Hammond, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Charles  Ogle,  John  Klingensmith,  An- 
drew Buchanan,  T.  M.  T.  McKennon,  Richard  Biddle,  Wm. 
Beatty,  Thomas  Henry,  Arnold  Plumer. 

Delaware. — John  J.  Milligan. 

Maryland. — John  Dennis,  James  A.  Pearce,  J.  T.  H. 
Worthington,  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Isaac  McKim,  Wm.  C. 
Johnson,  Francis  Thomas,  Daniel  Jenifer. 

Virginia.— ^QUTj  A.  Wise,  Francis  Mallory,  John  Robert- 
son, Charles  F.  Mercer,  John  Taliaferro,  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
James  Garland,  Francis  E.  Eives,  Walter  Coles,  George  C. 
Dromgoole,  James  W.  Bouldin,  John  M.  Patton,  James  M. 
Mason,  Isaac  S.  Pennybacker,  Andrew  Beirne,  Archibald 
Stuart,  John  W.  Jones,  Robert  Craig,  George  W.  Hopkins, 
Josepb  Johnson,  William  S.  Morgan. 

North  Carolina. — Jesse  A.  Bynum,  Edward  D.  Stanley, 
Charles  Shepard,  James  McKay,  M.  T.  Hawkins,  Edmund 
Deberry,  Wm.  Montgomery,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Abraham 
Rencher,  Henry  Conner,  James  Graham,  Lewis  Williams, 
Samuel  T.  Sawyer. 

South  Carolina.— Tl.  S.  Legare,  Waddy  Thompson,  John 
K.  Griffin,  R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  Francis  W.  Pickens,  W.  K. 
Clowney,  F.  H.  Elmore,  John  Campbell,  John  P.  Richard- 
son. 

Georgia.— Thomas  Glascock,  J.  F.  Cleveland,  Seaton 
Grantland,  Charles  E.  Haynes,  Hopkins  Holsey,  Jabez  Jack- 
son, George  W.  Owens,  George  W.  B.  Townes,  W.  C.  Daw- 
son. 

3ri88i88ippi.—Jo)m  F.  H.  Claiborne,  S.  J.  Gholson. 

Kentucky. ---John  L.  Murray,  Edward  Eumsey,  J.  E.  Un- 
derwood, Sherrod  Williams,  James  Harlan,  John  Calhoon, 
John  Pope,  Wm.  J.  Graves,  John  White,  Richard  Hawes, 

E.  A.  Menifee,  John  Chambers,  W.  W.  Southgate. 
Tmnessee.—'Wm.  B.  Carter,  A.  McClellan,  Jos.  L.  Wil- 
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Jones,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  tellers ;  and 
reported  tlie  result  as  follows : 

Total  numter  of  votes  224 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice  -  -        113 

For  James  K.  Polk  -        116 

John  Bell  -        -        -        103 

Scattering       -  -        -  5 

So  James  K.  Polk  was  declared  to  have  been 
duly  elected  Speaker.  He  was  conducted  to 
the  chair  by  Messrs.  Lawlek  and  Owens,  when 
he  made  a  brief  address  of  thanks,  and  was 
then  sworn  in  by  Mr.  Lewis  Wiluams,  the 
senior  member  of  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Clerk,  when  Walter  S.  Feanklin  received 
146  votes,  Samuel  Shook,  of  Pennsylvania, 
48,  and  15  votes  were  cast  for  other  persons. 

So  Walter  S.  Feanklin-  was  declared  "duly 
chosen  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLLLiMS,  of  JTorth  Caro- 
lina, Messrs.  Caee  and  HnNTEE  were  appointed 
doorkeepers  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Connoe,  Roderick  Dorsey 
was  appointed  sergeant-at-arms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  a 
committee  of  three  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  that 
Congress  was  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tion he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 


Tuesday,  September  S. 

Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  from  the  Select 
Joint  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  were  organ- 
ized, reported  that  they  had  performed  that 
duty,  and  that  the  President  would  transmit  a 
Message  to  them  in  writing  that  day  at  12 
o'clock. 

A  Message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  the  hands 
of  his  private  secretary,  Abraham  Van  Buren, 
Esq.     (See  Senate  proceedings.) 

Printer  to  the  Souse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  printer  to 
the  House. 

On  the  twelfth  ballot  Thomas  Allen  was 
elected. 


Hams,  II.  L.  Tarnor,  'Win.  B.  Campbell,  Jolin  Bell,  A. 
P.  Maary,  James  K.  Polk,  Eben.  J.  Shields,  Kichard  Cheat- 
ham, John  W.  Crockett,  Christopher  II.  'Williams,  "William 
Stono. 

Ohio.— Mux.  Duncan,  Taylor  Webster,  Patrick  G.  Goode, 
Thomas  Oorwin,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Calvary  Morris,  Wm. 
Key  Bond,  J.  Eldgway,  John  Chaney,  Sampson  Mason, 
J.  Alexander,  jr.,  Alex.  Harper,  D.  P.  Leadbetter,  Wm.  H 
Hunter,  John  W.  Allen,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Andrew  Loomls, 
Mathlas  Shlpler,  Daniel  Kilgore. 


Feidat,  September  8. 

Death  of  Mr.  Standefer. 

Mr.  Bell  announced  to  the  House  the  death 
of  his  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  James  Stan- 
defer, in  the  following  terms : 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
assigned  me,  by  my  colleagues,  of  announcing 
to  the  House  the  death  of  one  of  our  mem- 
bers. 

James  Standbfee,  while  on  his  journey  to 
this  place,  in  order  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  was,  on  the  20th  of 
last  month,  suddenly  arrested  by  the  hand  of 
the  Great  Destroyer  of  human  existence.  _  By 
this  unexpected  event,  the  country  is  deprived, 
at  a  period  of  more  than  common  interest  and 
difficulty,  of  the  services  of  a  most  devoted  and 
patriotic  public  servant,  and  this  House  of  an 
honest  and  worthy  member.  My  late  colleague 
was  remarkable  for  an  equanimity  of  temper, 
and  a  kindness  of  feeling,  combined  with  a 
justness  of  perception  in  all  the  concerns  of 
life,  at  least  of  ordinary  occurrence,  which, 
without  the  advantages  of  early  culture,  or  of 
books,  at  any  time,  procured  for  him  through- 
out a  life  which  was  not  short,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  numerous  friends,  and  raised  him  to 
the  rank  of  a  useful  and  meritorious  citizen. 
The  same  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  aided  by 
a  reputation  for  honesty  which  he  nobly  earn- 
ed, and  continued  to  maintain  by  the  most 
scrupulous  regard  for  truth  and  justice  in  all 
his  transactions,  public  and  private,  caused  him 
to  be  repeatedly  chosen  to  the  Legislature  of 
his  own  State ;  of  which  body  he  was  a  useful 
and  respected  member.  He  waSy  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  this,  and  I  am  sure  that 
his  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manners — his  punc- 
tual discharge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  him, 
in  the  organization  of  the  House,  must  have 
secured  the  respect  of  his  associates.  To'  these 
evidences  of  his  worth,  I  might  add,  that  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  approved  him- 
self an  intrepid  soldier.  He  was,  above  most 
men  I  have  known,  who  have  risen  in  any  de- 
gree into  public  view,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, free  from  the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere 
station ;  never  anxious  to  appear  what  he  was 
not ;  content  to  be  classed  with  the  useful  and 
faithful,  he  made  no  pretensions;  had  no  as- 
pirations beyond  his  real  deserts.  If,  therefore, 
my  lamented  colleague  cannot  be  said  to  have 
possessed  any  of  those  shining  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a  figure  in  this 

Louisiana. — Henry  Johnson,  Eleazar  W.  Eipley,  Eice 
Garland, 

Indiana.— 'S.Mm  Boon,  John  Ewing,  William  Graham, 
Geo.  II.  Dunn,  Jas.  Eariden,  Wm.  Herrod,  Albert  3.  White. 

Illinois.— X.  W.  Snyder,  Zadock  Case)-,  William  L.  May. 

jlZaftonia.— Dixon  H.  Dewis,  Francis  S.  Lyon,  Eeuben 
Chapman,  Joab  Lawler,  Joshua  L.  Martin. 

jlfissoari.— Albert  G.  Harrison,  John  Miller. 

^riojwos.— Archibald  Tell. 

Michigan.— IsatK  E.  Crary. 
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House,  whioli  strike  our  fancy,  or  command  our 
admiration,  he  might  still  justly  lay  claim  to 
other  and  humhler  attributes,  which,  upon  the 
whole,  constitute  a  character  of  solid  merit,  and 
often  one  of  more  enduring  fame ;  and  that  the 
due  and  usual  tribute  of  respect  be  paid  to  his 
memory,  by  this  House,  I  move  you,  sir,  the 
resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand : 

Resolved,  That  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  House 
will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Mr.  Bell  then  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 
And  it  adjourned  accordingly. 


MoNDAV,  September  11. 
Payment  of  Specie  to  Members  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Thursday  last  by 
Mr.  BiDDLE,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  having  been  again  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
port to  this  House  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, offering  payment  in  specie  to  members 
of  Congress,  is  authentic ;  if  so,  to  what  other  claim- 
ants on  the  Treasury  a  similar  offer  has  been  made, 
and  what  principle  of  discrimination,  if  any,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public 
creditors." 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
resolution;  which  lies  for  consideration  one 
day: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  Uttle  delay  as  possible,  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  year  remaining  unexpended : 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  June  last,  and  all 
existing  engfigements  contracted  since  that  time. 
Also,  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  ofilcers  or 
agents  on  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  and  at  the  present 
time.  And  that  he  also  report  what  objects  of  public 
expenditure  can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public 
service,  be  cither  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the 
present  year,  or  have  any  material  reduction. 

Reference  of  the  Message  and  Report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambeelenq,  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  was  then  taken 
•up,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  the  House  went 
thereon  into  committee,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  OAMBEELEua  introduced  two  resolutions, 
as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  bo  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 


sage as  relates  to  a  bankrupt  law,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  resolutions  were  severally  agreed  to; 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
House,  and  they  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the  finances,  as 
relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  that  so 
much  of  said  report  as  relates  to  a  bankrupt  law  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Business  for  the  Session. 

Mr.  P.  0.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine,  said  that  he 
wished  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House  as 
to  what  was  to  be  the  business  of  the  session 
before  it ;  and  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution. Leave  was  given,  and  the  following 
resolution  was  introduced : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  several  standing 
committees  of  this  House,  on  all  matters  not  em- 
braced by  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  communicated 
on  the  second  day  of  the  current  session,  be  sus- 
pended until  the  commencement  of  the  aimual  ses- 
sion of  Congress  in  December  next,  and  that  the 
consideration  of  all  petitions  on  such  suspended  mat- 
ters be  also  postponed  to  the  period  above  specified."' 

Mr.  Williams,  of  IN'orth  Carolina,  moved  to 
postpone  the  resolution  until  Wednesday. 

[After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Smith,  Whit- 
tlesey, Bell,  Cambreleng,  and  Wise,  took  a  part,] 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Gaeland,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  rescind 
the  resolution,  Ijy  inserting  "  with  the  excep- 
tion of  private  business."  There  was  no  rea- 
son, he  said,  why  the  private  bills  which  had 
been  hanging  here  for  years,  should  not  be  act- 
ed on,  in  the  intervals  of  time,  when  the  House 
was  not  otherwise  employed.  The  amendment 
was  lost. 

The  original  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  September  12. 
Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 
Mr.  Cambeelkng,  on  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  follow- 
ing bill : 

A  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit 
with  the  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  tJie  ilnited  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled.  That  the  transfer  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  deposits  directed  to  be  made  with 
the  States  under  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act 
of  June  23,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
postponed  until  further  provision  by  law. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  would  merely  mention  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  that  was  ttie 
only  bill  the  committee  could  agree  upon  at  this 
morning's  session.    There  would,  probably,  be 
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two  other  bills  requiring  the  most  urgent  action 
of  the  House  to-morrow  morning. 

The  above  hill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Election  of  Chaplain. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gabland, 
of  Virginia,  went  into  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Eev.  Mr.  Tuston  re- 
ceived 135  votes,  which  being  a  majority  of 
the  whole,  he  was  declared  duly  elected  Chap- 
lain to  the  House. 


Wednesday,  September  13. 
Order  of  Business. 

The  Speaker  stated  that,  having  considered 
the  extent  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  on  Monday,  touching  the  course  of  its 
business,  and  compared  it  with  the  16th  rule 
of  order,  which  requires  the  calling  for  peti- 
tions, he  had  been  constrained  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  his  duty,  under  that  rule, 
to  call  the  House,  by  States,  for  petitions ;  but 
that,  if  any  should  be  presented  which  had  no 
immediate  relation  to  the  special  subjects  re- 
commended in  the  President's  Message  to  the 
attention  of  Congress,  at  its  present  session,  the 
House  could  enter  into  no  action  concerning 
them,  but  that  they  must,  as  of  course,  lie  on 
the  table  until  the  period  of  the  regular  session 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 

Under  this  decision,  the  States  were  there- 
upon called  on  for  petitions,  and  a  very  few 
were  presented,  which  had  no  reference  to  the 
currency ;  while  a  number  were  offered  which 
did  relate  to  that  subject,  and  the  prayer  of 
which  was  either  in  favor  of,  or  adverse  to,  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank ;  and  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means ;  several  of  them  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Proposed  Issue  of  Treasury  Notes. 

Mr.  Cambheleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  United  States,  Mexico,  and  Texas. 

•The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Adams,  was  read,  viz ; 

Jicsolned,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  so  far  as 
may  bo  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Mexico,  concerning  the 
boundary  between  them,  and  particularly  concerning 
any  proposition  for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging 
to  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United  States ; 
and  also  all  correspondence  relating  thereto  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  the  diplomatic  represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  and  of  the 


said  Department  with  those  of  the  Mexican  Republic, 
accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  observed  that,  as  this  was  merely 
a  call  for  information,  if  no  opposition  should 
be  made  to  its  adoption,  he  should  content  him- 
self with  simply  asking  a  vote  of  the  House 
upon  it,  without  accompanying  it  with  any  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HowAED  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  wished  for  this  correspond- 
ence merely  that  it  might  be  printed  and  thrown 
before  the  House  and  the  country,  he  should 
make  no  opposition  to  the  call ;  but  if  it  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  its  reference  to  a 
committee,  in  violation  of  the  plan  which  had 
been  chalked  out  by  the  House  for  the  course 
of  its  business  at  tlie  present  session,  he  should 
certainly  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
In  the  meanwhile,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  the  first 
of  the  resolutions.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  House,  by  merely  passing  a  silent  vote 
adopting  the  resolution,  might  not  find  itself  to 
have  estabUshed  a  precedent  which  might 
hereafter  prove  very  inconvenient.  He  did  not 
exactly  comprehend  what  the  object  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  could  be  in  going  back  to 
the  old  question  of  our  Mexican  boundary,  now 
that  an  intermediate  province  had  been  inter- 
posed between  ns  and  Mexico.  No  doubt  the 
gentleman  had  good  reasons,  which  would  ap- 
pear in  due  time. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
bring  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico 
into  discussion  at  this  time  ;  but  merely  to  ob- 
tain the  information  called  for  in  the  resolution, 
and  have  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  and 
of  the  nation. 

The  resolution  was,  without  debate,  agreed 
to. 

The  following  resolution,  also  moved  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Adams,  was  read,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whether 
any  proposition  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  annexation  of  the  said  Republic  of 
Texas  to  this  Union,  and  if  such  proposition  has 
been  made,  what  answer  has  been  returned,  and  all 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  relating  there- 
to. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution ;  his  reason  was  that  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  information  from  a  high  source,  and 
on  which  he  could  explicitly,  positively  rely, 
that  the  correspondence  referred  to  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  be  made  public,  and  that  it  might 
be  injurious  to  the  public  interest  should  it  now 
be  disclosed. 

Mr.  Haynes  suggested  to  the  nxover  to  modify 
his  resolution  by  the  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualifying  clause,  "  if  the  communication  of  the 
same  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  consistent  with 
the  public  interest;" 
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Mr.  Hatnes'  amendment  prevailed,  and  the 
resolution  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 


Thtjesdat,  Septemher  14. 
Extension  of  Merchants^  Bonds. 

Mr.  Oambeelbng,  from  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
further  postponement  of  the  payment  of  duty 
bonds  and  for  other  purposes. 

Eeferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 


Feidat,  September  15. 

Mr.  Lincoln  said  that  he  had  been  charged 
with  the  care  and  presentation  of  numerous 
memorials,  subscribed  by  more  than  three 
thousand  of  his  immediate  constituents,  remon- 
strating in  the  most  earnest  manner  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  more  especially  against  the  admission  of 
that  country  into  the  Federal  Union.  After 
the  resolution  adoped  by  the  House,  which  re- 
stricted the  action  of  the  session  to  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  President's  Message,  he  had 
intended  to  have  retained  these  memorials  in 
his  possession,  until  the  occasion  offered  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subiect  to  which  they  re- 
late. But  the  extraordinary  debate  to  which 
the  proposition  of  his  honorable  colleague  (the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Adams,  asking  informa- 
tion from  the  President)  had  subsequently 
given  rise,  made  it  his  duty,  as  he  deemed,  to 
present,  without  further  delay,  these  expres- 
sions of  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents.  In 
moving,  as  he  should  be  constrained  to  do,  un- 
der the  resolution  of  the  House,  that  the  me- 
morials be  laid  upon  the  table,  he  begged  leave 
to  give  notice  that  he  should  call  them  up  for 
consideration'  whenever  any  proposition  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  should 
engage  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  presented  sundry  other  pe- 
titions, remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  which  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  course  was  taken  with  a  large 
number  more,  of  a  similar  tenor,  presented  by 
Mr.  Bkiggs,  Mr.  Eveeett,  and  other  gentlemen 
from  the  Western  as  well  as  the  Eastern  States. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  memorial  praying 
for  retrenchment  and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  He 
said  he  had  been  aware  that  these  words  would 
occasion  only  a  universal  shout  of  laughter  in 
the  House,  but  he  had  held  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
present  the  memorial,  because  it  contained  one 
suggestion,  that  the  House  should  reduce  the 
pay  of  its  members  from  $8  to  $4  per  diem. 
He  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
withhold  such  a  petition  from  the  House  a 
single  day  longer.    (A  laugh.) 

Begulation  of  Oovernment  Receiiiers. 
Mr.  Oambebleng,  from  tlie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  biU  imposing  addi- 


tional duties  as  depositories,  in  certain  cases,  oa 
public  officers. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  further  a  bill  "  adjusting  the  remain- 
ing claims  on  the  late  deposit  banks,"  which 
received  the  same  reference  and  order. 

Publie  Expenditures. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  11th  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  report 
the  amount  of  appropriations  of  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended;  the 
amount  required  to  fulfil  existing  engagements, 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last ; 
the  existing  engagements  since  that  time ;  the 
amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last ;  and  what  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure  can,  with  the  least 
injury  to  the  public  service,  be  dispensed  with. 

The  communication  was  as  follows : 

Tkeasuet  Depaktment, 

Septemher  14,  1837. 

SiE :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  witli 
the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the  Hth  instant : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  present  years  remaining  unexpended ; 
the  amount  requijed  to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all 
existing  engagements  contracted  since  that  time ;  also 
the  amoulit  of  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  or  agents 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last  and  at  the  present  time ; 
and  that  he  also  report  what  objects  of  public  ex- 
penditure can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, be  either  whoUy  dispensed  with  during  the 
present  year,  or  bear  any  material  reduction."  * 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  shows,  as  desired, 
"  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  past  and 
present  years  remaining  unexpended"  to  be  $24,075,- 
239  37.  (A.) 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  "  the  amount  of 
money  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  disbursing  officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day 
of  May  last,  and  at  the  present  time,"  1  would  state 
that  at  the  former  period  it  appears  to  have  been 
$5,264,052  95,  and  at  the  latter  $5,049,540  76.  It 
may  be  useful  to  add  that  both  sums  are  much  larger 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequence  of  tlie 
unusual  amount  of  deposits  by  officers  of  the  mint. 

In  relation  to  "  what  objects  of  public  expenditure 
can,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  pubhc  service,  be 
either  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present  year, 
of  bear  any  material  reduction,"  I  would  observe 
that  a  minute  and  critical  examination  on  this  point 
was  instituted  in  May  last  by  this  Department.  The 
result  of  it  was,  that  enough  of  it  could  and  would 
be  postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  about 
$15,000,000. 

Consequently,  the  expenditures  during  the  present 
year  were  estimated  in  my  recent  report  upon  that 
basis,  after  every  delay  of  them  which  the  public  in- 
terest may  permit.    It  is  therefore  expected  that,  of 
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the  outstanding  appropriations  now  exceeding  $24, 
000,000,  not  mucli  over  $9,000,000  will  necessarily 
be  required  to  be  expended  during  the  residue  of  the 
year. 

Since  the  resolution  passed,  further  inquiries  on 
this  point  were  instituted  in  connection  with  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government ;  but  the  re- 
sult has  not  been  essentially  varied  from  that  to  which 
the  Department  arrived  last  spring.  The  particular 
heads  of  appropriations,  that  it  is  supposed  need  not, 
and  will  not,  be  expended  in  full  during  the  year, 
and  the  amounts  under  each,  are  very  numerous  and 
difficult  to  be  prepared,  but  if  desired  will  be  sub- 
mitted hereafter  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  only  remaining  Inquiry  is  "  the  amount  re- 
quired to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted 
prior  to  ttte  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing 
engagements  contracted  since  that  time." 

Each  Department  has  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
statement  of  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  com- 
pleted. But  some  delay  being  unavoidable,  it  has, 
in  the  mean  time,  been  deemed  advisable  to  submit 
immediately  the  answer  to  the  other  portions  of  the 
resolution. 

Those  statements  will  be  made  as  comprehensive 
as  possible,  but  can,  of  course,  relate  to  only  a  small 
part  of  the  whole  appropriations  of  Congress,  which  it 
has  been,  and  will  be,  necessary  to  expend  during 
the  year.  All  salaries  of  Judicial,  Executive,  or 
other  officers ;  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse ; 
the  pay  and  subsistence  in  both  the  army  and  navy  ; 
all  pensions ;  all  Indian  annuities ;  all  private  bills 
which  have  passed ;  many  miscellaneous  appropria- 
tions, with  several  other  items,  stand  independent  of 
any  special  engagements  or  contracts  made  by  any 
public  officer,  and  cannot,  therefore,  enter  into  this 
computation.     Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Polk,  Speaker  H.  R. 


TiTESDAT,  September  19. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  yesterday  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  Chair : 

Resolved,  That  the  power  of  annexing  the  people 
of  any  independent  foreign  State  to  this  Union,  is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  their  Congress,  or  to  any  Department 
of  their  Government,  but  reserved  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Hamer  objecting, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  introduce 
the  resolution;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  States  being  then  again  called  in  order 
for  the  offering  of  resolutions,  and  Massachu- 
setts having  been  called,  Mr.  Adams  again 
offered  the  same  resolution,  and  moved  that  it 
lie  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Florida  War. 
Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  extraordi- 
nary delays  and  failures,  and  the  enormous  expendi- 
tures, which  have  attended  the  pi-oseeution  of  the 
war  against  the  Indians  in  Florida ;  that  said  com- 
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mittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the  recess,  and  that 
it  make  report  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  inquired  why  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  should  sit  during  the 
recess  ? 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  the  reason  must  he  ob- 
vious. The  committee  could  not  even  com- 
mence its  labors  before  then;  and  there  was 
little  use  in  raising  the  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  confined  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  It  was  most  ex- 
traordinary that  two  major-generals  employed 
in  this  war  had  been  successively  arraigned  and 
tried  by  courts-martial,  while  the  only  success- 
ful commander,  General  Clinch,  when  called  as 
a  witness  in  the  trial,  should  have  testified  that 
no  commanding  general  or  subordinate  officer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  failure  of  the  cam- 
paigns, but  that  the  blame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  reply,  the  world  had 
seen  a  labored  defence  from  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Cass ;  it  saw  the  war  stUl  rag- 
ing ;  and  it  was  but  yesterday  that,  in  the  midst 
of  the  general  distress  of  the  country,  with  a 
bankrupt  Treasury,  (bankrupt  with  a  surplus 
of  means !)  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  called  for  more  than  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  prosecute  this 
ill-starred  contest.  Sitting  in  that  House,  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  while  he  never 
would  hesitate  in  voting  any  necessary  appro- 
priation which  was  asked  for,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  former  appropriations  had 
been  expended,  or  how  the  sum  asked  for  was 
to  be  applied,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  particularly  at 
such  a  tune  as  this,  to  inquire  how  the  millions 
already  given,  and  given  on  the  mere  request 
of  the  chairman  of  a  committee,  without  even 
a  statement  of  the  Department  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  report,  had  been 
spent,  or  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted,  he  believed,, 
that  in  this  branch  of  the  public  concerns  there 
had  been  mal-administration :  that  great  errors 
had  been  committed.  Was  it  not  worth  inquiry 
how  the  public  money,  so  lavishly  and  hi^tfly 
appropriated,  had  been  expended  ?  and  was  it 
not  time  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war  so  disgraceful  to  the  country  2 
The  universal  opinion  now  was,  that  the  coarse 
of  the  major-general  now  in  command  was  quite 
as  objectionable  as  that  of  either  of  his  prede- 
cessors. One  of  these  had  beeni  publicly  tried ; 
and,  though  the  court-martial  who  sat  upon 
his  conduct  had  honorably  acquitted  him,  its 
verdict  had  been  by  the  order  of  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive expunged.  Shall  we  submit  any  longer 
to  such  a  state  of  things?  He  said  he  had  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  of  inquiry  should  be 
appointed  by  haUot :  for  this  was  no  party 
movement.  The  administration  was  as  much 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  the  opposition,  and 
so  was  the  country  at  large.  As  the  divisions 
of  party  stood  now  nearly  upon  a  balance,  all 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  fearlessly  placing 
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such  individuals  upon  the  proposed  committee 
as  they  thought  would  hest  discharge  the  duty 
to  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  EvEEETX  said  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion, when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Florida  war  should  come  up  for  discussion, 
to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  general  subject  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
conducted.  At  present  he  should  regret  ex- 
tremely that  any  remarks  should  be  indulged 
in,  which  went  injuriously  to  affect  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Mr.  E.  had 
grounds  to  know  in  what  manner  that  oiBcer 
had  acted  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty, 
and  he  was  satisfied  that,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  justly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  conviction  then ;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  should  not 
say.  It  was  true.  General  Clinch  had  made  use 
of  strong  expressions  in  his  testimony  before 
the  court-martial ;  but  he  was  persuaded  they 
arose  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  real  facts 
of  the  case.  That  brave  man  had  not  been  fully 
aware  of  the  position  in  which  Gen.  Cass  stood. 

Mr.  Glascock  said :  As  to  the  question  of 
who  was  in  fault,  he  should  express  no  opinion ; 
but  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  whenever  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation should  take  place,  the  War  Department 
would  have  no  cause  for  fear.  It  had  been  Mr. 
G.'s  wish  that  such  a  resolution  should  be 
moved ;  because  he  had  the  firmest  conviction 
that  the  character  of  General  Cass  would  re- 
main, as  it  had  hitherto  ever  done,  pure  and 
spotless.  From  the  expressions  which  had  been 
employed,  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Flor- 
ida campaigns,  as  well  as  from  the  remarks 
which  had  now  dropped  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  G.  was  anxious  that  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  gone  into :  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CusHiNft  tendered  his  acknowledgments 
to  his  friend  from  Virginia  for  bringing  forward 
this  resolution.  If  there  was  any  thing,  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  administration,  which  de- 
manded investigation — any  thing  to  which  the 
people  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  reputation,  it  was  the 
conduct  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
gentleman  would  press  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
and  would  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  should  he  fully  unfolded. 
Year  after  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  into  the  morasses  of  that  peninsula ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dismissed, 
1)9  would  not  say  in  disgrace,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  court-martial ;  the  blood  of  our 
people  had  been  wasted,  had  been  squandered, 
in  those  arid  sands;  and  all  for  what?  To 
force  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  coun- 
try, utterly  useless  to  any  but  themselves,  and 
in  violation  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  and  to 
ihe  perpetual  disgrace,  of  our  arms  and  of  the 


national  character.  More :  we  had  enlisted 
Indians  themselves  to  destroy  each  other ;  we 
bad  done  that  which,  in  the  era  of  our  national 
revolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  indignant 
voice  of  Chatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  British 
arms.  As  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  perish 
fast  enough  by  the  usual  progress  of  our  op- 
pressive encroachments,  we  had  enlisted  them 
as  merciless  allies  in  the  destruction  and  exter- 
mination of  other  tribes. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  would  modify  his  resolu- 
tion in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  include 
as  the  objects  of  investigation  not  only  the  fail- 
ures in  the  Florida  war,  but  the  causes  of  the 
war  itself  Mr.  W.  added,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  OpotMeoliola,  a  well-known  friend 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  great  influence 
among  the  Creeks,  had  been  employed  by  Gen- 
eral Jesup  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  Creek  war,  on 
the  express  condition  that  if  he  succeeded  he 
should  be  permitted  to  reside  on  his  lands  until 
he  could  settle  the  title  and  remove  conven- 
iently. Yet,  the  moment,  through  his  exer- 
tions, the  Creek  war  had  been  brought  to  an 
end,  this  very  Opothleohola  saw  himself  sur- 
rounded by  the  bayonets  of  General  Jesup,  and 
ordered  off  the  soil.  The  indignant  chief  had 
produced  the  written  agreement  of  the  Amer- 
ican general,  and  pointing  to  the  signature,  had 
demanded  of  the  ofScer  who  was  removing  him, 
"  Is  not  that  signature  genuine  ? "  Thus  was 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
plighted  faith  of  our  commanding  general,  and 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  his  land.  He  wished 
all  these  things  fully  looked  into. 

Mr.  Undeewood  inquired  whether  this  stipu- 
lation of  General  Jesup  had  ever  received  the 
sanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted for  such  sanction  ? 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  was  unable  to  tell.  He 
made  the  statement  as  it  had  been  represented 
to  him. 

Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hatnes  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up 
the  Senate's  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said :  It  cannot  be 
disguised,  that  the  hills  already  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  whatever  gentlemen  might  profess,  and 
whatever  some  of  them  might  perhaps  very 
honestly  think,  were  so  many  features  of  a  pro- 
ject which  found  extensive  countenance,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  fact,  a 
national  bank — a  Treasury  bank  of  deposit  and 
issue.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  such  a  plan  has 
been  conceived,  and  not  only  conceived,  but 
actually  embodied  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
the  hills  which  have  been  reported  from  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.    The  plan  is  to  establish 
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a  Government  tank  under  the  proper  disguises 
for  the  present,  and  through  its  agency  to  sub- 
stitute a  circulating  medium  composed  of  Fed- 
eral Government  paper  instead  of  the  notes  of 
State  hanks.  "We  have  the  germ  of  this  hank 
now  before  us ;  ita  parts  are  already  sufficiently 
developed  to  indicate  its  true  character.  At 
another  session,  or  in  another  Congress,  by  one 
or  another  addition,  by  way  of  amendment,  we 
shall  eventually  behold  the  monster  developed 
in  all  its  frightful  proportions.  Such  a  subject 
is  surely  of  consequence  enough  by  itself  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  without  con- 
necting it  with  the  less  important  subject  under 
consideration. 

But  the  questions  presented  by  this  bill  are 
of  great  interest  to  the  country.  It  is  true  the 
object  to  be  accomplished  by  it  has  less  connec- 
tion with  the  great  results  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded than  any  one  of  the  other  measures  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption ;  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  found  upon  examination  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  1836, 
than  from  any  actual  necessity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tendency  to  promote  the  favorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Executive ;  but  still  it  is  of 
a  piece  with  the  general  conduct  and  policy  of 
those  in  power.  One  question  which  will  be 
found  to  arise  under  the  present  bill  involves 
the  public  faith.  The  question  is  presented, 
whether  Congress  or  the  Federal  Government 
is  not  bound  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  States  of  the 
Union,  by  obligations  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
nature  or  description.  It  is  a  question  whether, 
if  the  States  agreed  to  accept  the  deposit  of  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  1836,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  from  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
compact  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  can  be.  Can  the  General  Government, 
without  consulting  the  otlier  parties  to  this  ar- 
rangement, dissolve  it  without  a  breach  of 
faith? 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  much  more 
impressive  and  important  inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself  in  considering  the  effect  of  this  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government  are  to  be  reduced  now 
or  ever  ?  This  is  now  the  issue,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  exclusively  by  this  House. 
"We  already  know  the  determination  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
influence  attached  to  it ;  and  we  know,  too,  the 
decision  of  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
repeat,  to  settle  the  issue,  whether  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
increased  nearly  threefold  within  the  last  few 
years,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever  ?  These 
are  questions  truly  which  may  command  our 
exclusive  attention  for  a  season.  With  these 
convictions,  and  a  corresponding  determination, 


I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  succinct  a  statement 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  condition 
of  the  Treasury  as  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1836,  proposed 
by  the  bill  under  consideration,  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  public  in,- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  he  prepared  to 
give  it  my  support. 

Much  confusion  was  produced  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and 
Means,  (Mr.  Cambeeleng.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  statement  of  that  gentleman  varies 
materially  from  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  certainly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  difficulties  which  all  must  have 
felt  in  coming  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as 
to  what  is  the  real  state  of  the  National  Treas- 
ury. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
the  facts  and  estimates  contained  in  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  believe  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  events,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  any  gentleman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  point  it  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[Mr.  Bell  then  entered  into  an  elaborate  examina- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  show  that  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millions ;  and  then 
proceeded :] 

I  have  now,  sir,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
ments of  the  several  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  funds  lying 
dead  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  he 
brought  forth  and  applied  in  aid  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  as  they 
should  be,  the  fourth  instalment  due  tto  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
against  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  deficit ;  but  if,  as 
has  always  been  the  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  payment  at  the  depositories 
of  the  public  money  within  the  year,  there  will 
he  a  surplus,  in  fact,  still  left  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  now  is,  whether  the  States  have 
not  acquired  rights  under  the  act  of  1836,  which 
it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  annul  or 
defeat  without  their  consent.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  right  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  after  the  States  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deposit  act ;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  funds  which  they 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment,  and  made  other  important  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  interest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  just  cause  to 
complain  of  a  breach  of  faith,  if  this  Govern- 
ment shall  now  proceed  to  abrogate  the  com- 
pact by  legislative  action  merely,  and  without 
any  communication  with  the  States.  I  call 
upon  those  gentlemen  especially,  who  hold  to 


468 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Banhrupt  Laws. 


[September,  1837. 


■what  is  called  the  State  rights  party,  to  say 
upon  what  grounds  they  can  support  the  bill 
under  consideration  ?  Will  it  not  be  a  usurpa- 
tion, a  clear  assumption  of  power  on  our  part, 
and  an  insulting  disregard  of  the  State  sover- 
eignties, if,  after  deluding  them  with  promises 
of  these  funds  upon  certain  conditions,  which 
have  been  acceded  to  by  the  States,  we  should 
claim  the  power  to  postpone  the  execution  of 
the  compact,  or  to  annul  the  whole  proceeding 
unconditionally,  without  reference  to  their 
wishes  or  interests,  and  even  without  consult- 
ing them? 

But,  sir,  we  have  the  same  grand  object,  m- 
viting  us  to  reject  this  bill,  which  operated 
with  many  gentlemen  in  giving  their  support 
to  the  deposit  act  of  1836.  The  question  is 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  about  cur- 
tailing the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the 
Government  in  its  expenditures.  We  have 
tried  every  other  plan — every  other  occasion, 
in  vain.  If  we  would  prove  ourselves  what  we 
profess  to  be — if  we  be  ourselves  in  earnest — if 
we  are  seriously  the  advocates  of  retrenchment 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  our  time,  a 
more  propitious  season  to  make  one  more  bold 
and  determined  effort.  "Now's  the  day,  and 
now's  the  hour."  If  we  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  arguments  and  the  devices  of 
the  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  this  op- 
portunity pass,  we  need  never  hope  again. 
There  is  only  one  expedient  left,  and  that  is, 
to  withhold  the  supplies ;  stop  the  money ; 
keep  the  Treasury  drained  and  low ;  cut  off  the 
means ;  and  I  engage  that  the  expenditures,  for 
once,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government.  I  call  upon  the  experienced 
of  the  House — the  observation  of  them,  and 
there  are  some  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  than  twenty  years — to  say,  if  any  time 
could  be  so  fit,  or  promise  equal  success,  in 
effecting  this  great  object,  as  the  present.  I 
repeat,  if  the  means  are  not  supplied,  the  ex- 
penditures must  cease. 

Mr.  MoKat,  of  North  Carolina,  contended, 
ia  reply  to  Mr.  Bell,  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary,  expenditures  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  difference.  He  agreed  that  in 
these  there  had  been  much  extravagance,  and 
he  had  voted  against  them  all.  Of  many  of 
those  appropriations  he  would  remark  not  one 
dollar  had  yet  been  expended.  He  then  entered 
into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
furnished  him,  he  said,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  truth  of  his  assertion  as  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary appropriations  for  the  year,  he  named  the 
amount  of  $5,000,000  to  carry  into  effect  the 
Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  Bell  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter 
into  this  estimate,  as  it  was  an  appropriation 
of  1836,  and  just' about  so  much  as  this  error 
in  Ms  calculations  made  would  reduce  his  (Mr. 


McKay's)  estimate  to  his  own,  (Mr.  Bell's.) 
There  had  been  no  extraordinary  expenses  or 
subjects  of  expenditure  in  1837. 

Mr.  McKat  reasserted  that  his  minutes  were 
from  the  Secretary's  own  hand. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  said  that  there  were  other 
items  of  a  similar  character  omitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  which  would 
make  up  the  eutti  he  had  named. 

Mr.  McKay  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
would  have  an  opportunity  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress  to  bring  forward  his  plans  of  re- 
form, as  the  Secretary  had  already  postponed 
the  expenditure  of  $15,000,000  appropriated  by 
the  last  Congress  till  after  the  first  of  January 
next.  He  then  took  similar  ground  to  that 
maintained  by  Mr.  Pickens,  as  to  the  creation 
of  a  debt,  as  the  necessary  consequence  of  per- 
mitting the  deposit  act  of  1836  to  go  into  further 
operation. 


Wbditesdat,  Septemoer  20. 
BanTompt  Laws. 

Mr.  Biddle  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman on  that  committee  who  could  give  him 
the  information,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  that  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy,  which  had  been  referred  to  them 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  As  it  was  a  subject  of  very  deep  inter- 
est to  the  whole  community,  he  would  further 
ask  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  that  com- 
mittee to  report  any  biU  which  might  come  in 
confiict  with  the  constitutional  opinions  of  the 
President,  as  expressed  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  some  years  since.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  present  President  expressed 
it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  extend- 
ing to  others  than  merchants  and  bankers, 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  act ;  and  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  introduce  a  proposition  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  Thomas  (chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee) said  he  felt  that  the  response  which  he 
should  make  to  the  gentleman  would  be  unsat- 
isfactory. The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  had 
held  two  meetings  on  the  subject,  which  had 
been  generally  referred  to  them.  At  the  first 
meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet  the  approbation 
of  all  the  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
final  decision  as  to  the  propriety  of  reporting  a 
bankrupt  law  should  be  postponed  until  it  was 
distinctly  ascertained  whether  the  measures 
which  were  expected  to  come  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  long  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  session  to  the  meeting  of  the  regular 
session  of  Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
power  was  given  to  the  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  reassemble  the  committee  as 
soon  as  the  proper  information  could  be  obtained. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


469 


Septembee,  1837.] 


fourth  Instalment  Bill. 


[H.  OP  R. 


A  few  days  since,  -when  he  (Mr.  Thomas)  was 
absent,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  propound- 
ed an  inquiry  to  the  committee  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  propounded ;  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  a  member  thereof  reassembled 
the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
whether  they  should  report  now,  or  wait  until 
the  regular  session  of  Congress.  This  meeting 
was  held  without  coming  to  any  conclusion, 
and  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
to  be  held  to-morrow  morning.  The  gentleman 
would  therefore  perceive  that  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  would  be  the  course  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject.  The  House  had  re- 
ferred to  them  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  subject,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  the,  decision  of  the  committee  ; 
whether  they  would  be  disposed  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  to  affect  that  class  of  citizens 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BiDDLE,)  or  not.  On  to-morrow  morning, 
however,  the  subject  would  be  taken  up,  and 
he  presumed  he  would  be  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  make  a  report  to  the  House  in 
some  shape  or  other. 

Fourth  Instalment  Postponement  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  Mr.  Hatnes  in  the  chair, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit  with 
the  States. 

Mr.  Oambeelenq  said  he  would  detain  the 
committee  only  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell.)  The 
gentleman  had  referred  to  the  project  of  estab- 
lishing a  Treasury  bank  of  deposit  and  issue. 
On  that  question  he  would  not  now  detain  the 
committee  further  than  to  say  that  the  Treas- 
ury bank  was  already  established,  not  only  of 
deposit,  but  of  circulation.  We  have  always 
had  one  to  some  extent,  and  have  generally  had 
two  millions  of  warrants  in  circulation.  He 
had  also  referred  to  the  expenditures  of  Gov- 
ernment— they  had  increased  two  or  three-fold ; 
but  that  increase  had  been  made  almost  exclu- 
sively for  extraordinary  purposes.  We  appro- 
priated, in  1836,  thirty-eight  millions ;  of  which, 
as  may  bo  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  seventeen  millions  and  a 
half  were  appropriated  to  ordinary  purposes, 
and  twenty  millions  and  a  half  to  extraordinary 
objects.  Of  the  latter,  thirteen  millions  and  a 
half  were  required  for  Indian  treaties  and  In- 
dian wars  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  The  appropriations  for 
the  present  year  amount  to  thirty-two  millions, 
of  which  fourteen  were  for  extraordinary  pur- 
poses. He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  public  expendi- 
tures. It  is  obvious  they  will,  as  they  have 
done  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increasing 
revenue,  and  be  suddenly  curtailed  when  the 
revenue  falls  short.     Such  would  be  the  case 


now,  and  our  expenditures  must  be  reduced  to 
seventeen  or  eighteen  millions. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  appeared  to 
complain  that  the  Executive  had  not,  when  the 
crisis  came  upon  the  country,  in  May  last,  di- 
rected the  different  departments  to  stop  the 
expenditures.  This  was  singular  doctrine,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  the 
subject  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  the 
Executive  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  be  suspended,  while  there  were  means  in  the 
Treasury.  But,  sir,  the  views  of  the  President 
and  of  the  departments  were,  from  ncQessity, 
similar  to  those  stated  by  the  gentleman.  It 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  would  fail,  and 
that  some  of  the  expenditures  could  not  be  met 
— a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  in  every 
branch  of  public  expenditure,  to  ascertain  what 
could  be  conveniently  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertained  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  might  be  suspended  till  the  next  year, 
to  wait  the  future  action  of  Congress. 

It  would,  however,  be  wholly  impracticable 
to  curtail  the  expenditures  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  present  year.  The  very  branches  of  ex- 
penditure referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
half  of  the  amount  is  already  expended,  and 
most  of  the  remainder  is  under  contract.  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  curtailing  the  expenditures 
for  the  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  expenditures  of  the  last  quarter  would  be 
wholly  unavailable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  embarrassment  to 
the  Government. 

Gentlemen  might  take  what  view  they 
pleased  of  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  estimate  which  will  not 
exhibit  a  deficiency  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Government.  This  deposit 
cannot  be  made  unless  we  create  a  public  debt 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  be  transferred  and  deposited  in  the 
Treasuries  of  the  several  States.  Such  a  meas- 
ure, he  felt  persuaded,  would  never  be  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  rejoinder 
to  Mr.  Oambeeleng,  and  insisted  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  did  not  controvert  Mr. 
B.'s  of  yesterday,  that  there  was  a  dead  fund  of 
five  millions  ofdollars  on  hand;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  incontrovert- 
ible, according  to  the  gentleman's  own  estimate, 
there  would  be  a  deficit  of  only  one  million 
some  odd  hundred  thousand,  but,  according  to 
Mr.  B.'s  estimate,  an  excess  of  rising  three  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Undebwood  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee. Mr.  Chairman,  (said  he,)  I  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  surprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
plain  statement,  unfolding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  national  finances,  or  that  we  are  in- 
capable of  understanding  it.  In  either  case, 
there  is  cause  for  regret.  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
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of  the  Treasury,  whose  confused  and  involved 
statements  leave  doubts  in  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  reports.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  fault  is  ours,  if  the  Secretary  has  been  clear, 
discriminating,  and  definite,  and  we  cannot 
comprehend  the  facts,  it  is  a  serious  misfortune 
that  the  people  are  so  poorly  represented. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  States  acceded  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  deposit  act  of  1836,  a 
clear  contract  was  formed  between  them  and 
the  General  Government — -just  such  a  contract 
as  would  entitle  an  individual  to  damages  in 
similar  circumstances,  if  the  contract  was  not 
performed.  Suppose  you  had  a  surplus  quan- 
tity of  work-horsos,  and  you  were  to  propose 
to  me  to  keep  them  for  you,  that  I  might  have 
the  use  of  them  as  long  as  I  retained  them ; 
that  I  should  insnre  their  lives,  and  return  them 
in  good  order  when  called  for ;  and  that  you 
would  deliver  to  me  a  certain  number  at  four 
several  times,  a  week  or  a  month  apart ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  you  should  not  reclaim 
more  than  one  horse  in  any  one  month,  without 
thirty  days'  previous  notice.  Suppose  I  assent 
to  all  this,  and  go  on  and  erect  stables,  pur- 
chase provender,  and  employ  hands  to  take 
care  of  the  horses,  and  to  work  them  so  as  to 
remunerate  me  for  all  my  trouble  and  expense. 
Suppose  you  deliver  me  the  first  three  portions 
at  the  times  stipulated ;  but  a  few  days  before 
the  last  are  to  be  delivered,  you  say  to  nie  that 
I  shall  not  have  them — that  you  find  you  have 
use  for  them  yourself.  May  Inot  answer,  "  I 
want  them  likewise ;  I  have  made  my  arrange- 
ments, looking  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  prom- 
ises. I  have  agreed  that  my  neighbor's  chil- 
dren shall  go  to  school  over  the  mud  upon  the 
backs  of  a  part  of  the  horses,  and  I  need  the 
rest  to  help  me  about  improvements  in  progress 
on  my  farm.  I  have  been  at  expense  and 
trouble  in  preparing  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
have  assumed  risk  by  insuring  their  lives ;  and 
now,  sir,  if  you  don't  comply  on  your  part,  I 
will  sue  you  for  damages."  There  never  was  a 
plainer  case  of  contract  between  individuals  than 
the  one  supposed ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  precisely  the 
case  between  this  Government  and  the  States. 
So  far  as  legal  and  moral  principles  are  concern- 
ed, there  is  no  distinction  between  the  cases. 
There  is  but  one  difference ;  individuals  could 
appeal  to  the  judiciary  for  redress ;  this  Gov- 
ernment is  amenable  to  no  such  tribunal.  But, 
sir,  the  perpetrator  of  wrong,  who  violates  prin- 
ciple because  he  knows  that  he  can  do  it  with 
impunity,  more  deserves  the  scorn  of  mankind 
than  if  the  dungeon  or  the  gibbet  were  the 
penalty.  I  beg  the  members  of  this  House  not 
to  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  irresponsible 
for  voting  to  violate  the  faith  and  contract  of 
the  nation.  There  is  a  political  tribunal  hefoi-e 
which  they  must  account.  They  may  hear  the 
verdict  of  an  incensed  people  proclaimed  in  a 
voice  of  thunder,  "  Depart  from  our  service,  ye 
workers  of  iniquity."  You  had  better  not  be 
the  first  to  violate  the  contract,  lest  the  States 
imitate  your  example,  to  punish  you. 


In  contemplating  the  evils  of  a  depreciated 
currency,  I  was  anxious  for  the  adoption  of 
some  effectual  and  immediate  remedy,  and  de- 
sirous that  the  President  would  propose  some 
scheme  of  relief  in  which  I  could  concur.  But 
he  has  proposed  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  told  us  that 
"all  communities  are  apt  to  look  to  Govern- 
ment for  too  much,"  and  referred  to  the  "un- 
common fruitfulness  "  of  the  country,  and  the 
"proceeds  of  our  great  staples,"  to  liquidate 
debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  revive  com- 
merce and  credit.  This  waiting  upon  the  sea- 
sons and  the  crops  is  rather  cold  comfort  to 
those  who  must  perish  before  these  remedies 
can  operate,  unless  they  can  procure  other  aids. 
It  is  like  telling  the  poor  wretch  who  is  shiver- 
ing at  the  door,  "  you  will  get  over  it  when 
warm  weather  comes,"  instead  of  helping  him 
with  a  blanket.  However  much  the  Message 
has  failed  to  propose  or  recommend  any  thing 
in  aid  of  the  people,  it  has  substituted  a  scheme 
in  aid  of  the  oiBce-holders,  and  still  further  to 
enlarge  Executive  power,  the  deleterious  con- 
sequences of  which  I  shall  briefly  expose. 

The  plan  is  to  establish  sub-treasuries,  and  to 
make  this  a  "  hard  money  Government."  The 
jingling  sounds  of  "  hard  money,"  when  we  are 
overwhelmed  with  shin-plasters,  may,  and  prob- 
ably will,  tickle  the  ears  of  many  people,  and 
some,  as  in  former  days,  will  be  deluded  into 
the  belief  that  the  "  hard  money  "  age  is  just 
before  them,  and  that  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  on  this  political  millennium  than 
to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  President  Van 
Buren  with  increased  devotion.  There  is  no 
more  hope  of  a  political  zealot  than  there  is  of 
a  religious  bigot.  Each  is  without  the  pale  of 
reason.  I  do  not  expect  to  influence  partisans ; 
but  those  who  are  not  blind  past  all  cure,  may 
be  preserved  from  falling  into  this  new  pit. 

The  plan  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  to  establish  sub-treasuries  at 
such  places  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and  to 
appoint  suitable  officers,  at  which,  and  by 
whom,  the  public  money  shall  be  kept  and  dis- 
bursed ;  and  to  receive  nothing  in  payment  of 
public  dues  but  specie.  This  plan  is  to  bring 
about  the  hard  money  age ! 

One  of  my  principal  objections' to  the  sub- 
Treasury  is,  the  increase  of  Executive  power 
and  patronage  which  would  necessarily  result 
from  it.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says, 
"  The  whole  addition  of  principal  officers  need 
not  exceed  ten."  He  estimates  the  increased 
annual  expense  at  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars only.  Ten  principal  oflScersI  What  sal- 
aries would  you  give  to  each  ?  Not  less,  I  sup- 
pose, than  you  give  an  Auditor— 13,000  a  year; 
especially  as  they  would  be  located  in  the  large 
cities.  What  a  scrambling  among  office-seekers 
this  new  batch  of  offices  would  produce  1  How 
many  interviews  and  intrigues  at  the  White 
House  would  grow  out  of  it,  I  leave  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  such  speculations.  Thirty 
thousand  dollars  a  year  I  set  down  as  the  least 
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for  ten  "  principal  officers,"  nnder  this  scheme ! 
How  many  minor  officers — clerks  and  agents — 
will  he  required,  we  are  not  informed  ;  nor  are 
we  told  what  necessity  there  will  he  for  addi- 
tional buildings ;  nor  are  we  told  where  they 
are  to  be  located.  I  will  venture  to  predict 
that,  instead  of  $60,000  a  year,  this  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme  will  cost  the  nation  double  or  treble 
as  much,  should  it  ever  go  into  operation ;  and 
just  in  proportion  as  the  people  lose  money,  to 
sustain  the  establishment,  so  will  the  President 
gain  power  to  reward  his  partisans. 

But,  sir,  I  look  upon  this  new  scheme  as  an 
entering  wedge  merely ;  the  beginning  of  a  new 
system,  which  will  ultimately  place  all  the 
money  of  the  nation  under  Executive  control. 
The  Secretary  already  hints  that  he  could  fur- 
nish an  excellent  general  paper  currency,  in 
small  bills,  based  upon  an  equal  amount  of  spe- 
cie deposited  in  his  sub-treasuries.  I  admit  it 
could  be  done,  and  that  it  might  be  convenient 
to  the  people.  But  the  transition  is  so  easy 
from  a  sub-Treasury  bank  of  deposit  to  a  sub- 
Treasury  bank  of  discount,  that  I  apprehend 
great  danger  in  the  progress  of  events,  that  the 
President  will  deem  it  proper  to  call  on  Con- 
gress for  power,  through  his  Secretary,  to  lend 
money  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue ;  and  that  Congress,  in  obedience  to  Ex- 
ecutive recommendations,  will  sanction  the  pro- 
ject. The  Secretary  now  says,  in  substance,  in 
the  9th  page  of  his  late  report,  that  "  it  is  im- 
possible to  conduct  our  fiscal  operations  any 
length  of  time  with  ease,  vigor,  and  uniformity, 
without  some  such  regulator  as  a  power  to  issue 
and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  the  investment  of  surpluses."  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  a  power  to  lend  the  surplus  would, 
in  the  Secretary's  estimation,  he  found  a  better 
"  regulator,"  and  that  the  whole  scheme  of  sub- 
treasuries  will  eventuate  in  a  Government  bank, 
where  the  money  of  the  nation  will  be  loaned 
out  at  the  wiU  and  pleasure  of  the  President. 
Should  such  a  state  of  things  ever  arrive,  and 
if  there  is  no  curtailment  of  Executive  power, 
as  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  late  President, 
I  am  ready  to  declare  that  American  liberty 
exists  no  longer.  The  people  will  become  the 
mere  slaves  of  power,  and  nothing  short  of  rev- 
olution wiU  burst  their  chains. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  he  would  submit  a  propo- 
sition which  he  thought  would  meet  the  views 
of  a  large  majority  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  that  was  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
instalment  to  the  "  1st  day  of  January,  1839," 
by  which  time  it  would  be  seen  if  the  postpone- 
ment should  be  made  indefinite  or  not.  Mr.  P. 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  till  further 
provision  by  law,"  and  insert  "the  1st  day  of 
January,  1839." 

Mr.  Duncan  said  he  was  anxious  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hill.  There  was  more  than  one  con- 
sideration that  operated  on  his  mind  and  in- 
duced him  to  support  it.  The  object  of  the 
deposit  act  was  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  the 
surplus  revenue — a  surplus  which,  as  he  would 


attempt  to  show,  grew  out  of  a  policy  the  most 
dangerous  and  disastrous  in  its  character,  and 
which,  if  it  had  been  persisted  in,  would  have, 
in  all  probability,  severed  this  Union — ^he  meant 
the  unequal  and  inequitable  policy  misnamed 
"  the  American  system,"  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  official  elevation  of  its  projectors  and 
zealous  supporters,  and  which,  in  its  operation, 
was  at  the  same  time  beneficial  to  one  portion 
of  the  Union  and  destructive  to  another.  The 
surplus  was  now  disposed  of,  and  the  object 
for  which  the  deposit  law  was  made  is  accom- 
plished, and  it  was  of  no  further  use.  He  hoped 
it  would  take  its  place  among  the  things  that 
had  been  and  are  not,  and  that  the  policy  whicli 
gave  rise  to  its  necessity  would  share  the  same 
fate. 

The  question  involved  in  the  bill  was  simply 
whether  the  Government  shall  deposit  $9,000- 
000  with  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  Congress,  when,  to  enable  her  to 
do  it,  she  must  borrow  a  sum  equal  in  amount, 
to  supply  her  own  wants  during  the  current 
year. 

The  first  fact  upon  which  the  question  de- 
pends is,  does  the  Government  want  the  money  ? 
And,  if  it  does,  is  it  not  better  that  she  should 
keep  her  own  and  use  it,  than  to  deposit  it  with 
the  States  and  run  in  debt  for  an  equal  amount 
to  supply  her  own  wants?  To  convince  the 
committee  that  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposits  would  be  wanted  by  the 
Government  for  her  own  use,  he  had  prepared 
a  statement,  which  was  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion from  the  facts  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  believed  it 
would  he  found  correct,  and  conclusively  show 
that  Government  would  want  the  full  amount 
of  the  fourth  instalment.  In  submitting  the 
statement,  he  would  acknowledge  his  obligation 
to  the  worthy  and  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  MoKim,)  for  the  assistance  he 
had  received  from  him  in  preparing  the  state- 
ment. 

[Here  Mr.  Duncan  submitted  his  statement.] 

If,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  correct  and  true  exposition 
of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  finances  of 
the  nation,  then  his  statement  proved,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  money  proposed  to  be  de- 
posited as  a  fourth  instalment  was  required  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  and  it  disposed  of 
the  main  question. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  this  hill.  Is 
it  good  policy  for  the  Government  to  deposit 
her  money  with  the  States,  for  their  use,  when 
she  wants  to  use  it  herself?  The  decision  of 
this  question  seemed  to  him  a  small  business. 
Present  the  naked  question,  and  there  was  no 
schoolboy  in  the  district  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent  who  did  not  carry  the  answer  on  the 
end  of  his  tongue.  What  was  there  about  the 
question  that  prevented  it  from  being  a  plain, 
easy  question  to  answer?  "We  are  told  that 
there  exists  a  contract  between  the  Govern- 
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ment  and  the  States  that  is  binding  in  law,  in 
equity,  and  in  conscience ;  that  Congress,  by  a 
solemn  act,  had  agreed  to  deposit  the  surplus 
revenue  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping,  pro- 
vided the  States  would  agree  to  receive  it,  and 
that  the  States  had  agreed  to  the  only  condi- 
tion necessary  to  complete  the  contract,  viz: 
to  receive  them.  Therefore,  the  States  were 
entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  contract,  and 
in  good  faith  the  money  ought  to  be  paid  over. 
"What  miserable  sophistry  1  What  pitiful  sub- 
terfuge to  cover  nakedness  and  deformity,  and 
how  far  from  every  true  principle  connected 
with  the  question!  What  is  the  title  of  the 
deposit  act  ?  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
posit of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  safe  keeping 
of  the  same."  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  title 
of  this  act  that  authorizes  the  belief  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  the  States  should  have  any 
other  benefit  from  the  public  moneys  than  a 
depositor  should  have  from  any  general  deposit  ? 
Is  there  any  expression  in  the  body  of  the  act 
that  conveys  any  other  meaning  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, is  it  not  full  of  provisions  by  which  such 
inferences  are  studiously  foreclosed  and  avoid- 
ed ?  Does  not  the  act  provide  the  manner  in 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  recall 
them  whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require  ?  Did  the  supporters  of 
that  law  attempt  to  convey  the  idea,  or  advance 
the  argument,  when  it  was  under  consideration, 
that  the  surplus  revenue,  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
posit, was  really  to  be  a  gift  to  the  States? 
No,  sir.  At  the  time  the  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, there  was  no  idea  held  out  or  ad- 
vanced other  than  that  the  money  was  to  be 
placed  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping.  But 
gentlemen  who  rejoice  at  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  Treasury,  and  who  are  shouting  that 
their  former  predictions  of  misrule  and  ruin  are 
verified,  are  willing,  in  violation  of  the  mean- 
ing, spirit,  and  express  words  of  the  deposit 
law,  to  withhold  from  Government  the  neces- 
sary funds  of  conducting  its  only  legitimate 
operations,  and  that,  too,  for  party  effect ;  so 
that  possibly  what  they  heretofore  predicted, 
and  now  declare  has  happened,  may  yet,  perad- 
venture,  prove  true.  But  in  what  section,  sen- 
tence, word,  or  syllable  of  that  act  is  the  pro- 
vision to  warrant  the  statement  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  to  deposit  with  the  States 
the  means  of  her  own,  which  are  necessary  to 
conduct  her  own  concerns?  Sir,  such  a  con- 
struction of  the  act,  and  such  a  policy,  is  revolt- 
ing to  every  economist  and  correct  judge  of 
ordinary  dealings  and  business  habits. 


Thuesdat,  September  21. 

Banhrupt  Law. 

Mr.  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
instructed  by  that  committee  to  state  to  the 
House  that  the  committee  had  this  day  adopted 
a  resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  report  a 


bankrupt  law  at  this  special  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

IThe  Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  PioKENS  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  in- 
definite clause  "  till  further  provision  by  law," 
and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January,  1839." 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Virginia,  said :  It  has  been  con- 
tended, that  an  expectation  has  been  raised  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  that  the  transfer  would 
be  made ;  that,  upon  the  faith  of  that  expecta- 
tion, the  States  had  actually  gone  on  to  appro- 
priate the  amount ;  and  that  such  expectation 
should  not  now  be  disappointed.  This,  sir,  may 
be  true,  and  I  doubt  not  is  true,  as  to  many  of 
the  States ;  it  may  be  that  the  course  of  legis- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  States  may  subject 
them  to  very  serious  inconvenience,  and  possi- 
bly to  loss.  But  th'e  inquiry  immediately  re- 
curs :  Whose  act  was  it  that  produced  the  diffi- 
culties with  the  States  ?  It  was  the  action  of 
the  States  themselves  through,  their  Legisla- 
tures; action,  too,  taken  by  them,  with  fall 
knowledge  that  the  money  so  applied  was  nei- 
ther given  nor  loaned,  but  merely  deposited; 
liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment  when  the 
wants  of  the  Government  should  render  neces- 
sary its  return.  And  the  argument  from  incon- 
venience, if  it  be  worth  any  thing,  is  just  as 
conclusive  to  prove  that  the  amount,  when  de- 
posited, could  at  no  future  day  be  called  for; 
for  I  presume  it  will  never  be  entirely  conven- 
ient to  pay  back  the  amount.  It  proves  that 
what  was  intended  and  declared  to  be  a  mere 
deposit  for  safe-keeping,  was,  in  truth  and  in 
fact,  a  gift,  absolute  and  unconditional;  that 
such  was  never  the  intention  of  Congress  is 
rendered  too  plain  by  the  terms  of  the  law  it- 
self to  admit  even  of  doubt. 

But  suppose  it  shall  now  be  determined  to 
pay  over  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
how  is  the  amount  to  be  raised  ?  It  is  not  in 
the  Treasury ;  for  to  all  practical  purposes  we 
have  very  nearly  an  empty  Treasury :  by  this 
I  mean  that  the  available  means,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Secretary,  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demtods  upon  it.  How,  then,  is  the  money  to 
be  raised  ?  I  presume  by  a  loan  of  some  kind, 
with  the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
its  redemption ;  but  ultimately  to  be  discharged, 
and  paid  off,  through  the  ordinary  channels  of 
taxation  upon  the  people.  It  follows,  then,  that 
the  people  are  to  be  taxed  to  raise  money  to 
distribute  among  the  people.  You  most  gra- 
ciously give  them  with  one  hand,  and  take  back 
with  the  other  a  like  amount ;  increased,  how- 
ever, by  the  costs,  and  charges  of  collection; 
and,  also,  by  the  amount  of  interest  that  may 
have  accrued  on  the  loan.  The  conclusion 
seems  to  me  inevitable,  that  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  will  give  to  the 
fourth  instalment  its  proper  direction,  by  plac- 
ing it  in  a  condition  to  be  applied  to  the  legiti- 
mate purposes  of  the  Government,  for  which  it 
was  originally  intended. 
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Mr.  Atheeton  said:  In  whatever  light  it 
may  he  viewed,  the  question  seems  to  be, 
whether  we  shall  borrow  money  for  the  sake 
of  depositing  it  with  the  States.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sebobast,)  who 
addressed  the  committee  some  days  since,  was 
understood  to  admit  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
in  the  Treasury,  but  to  contend  that  the  Secre- 
tary was  bound  to  make  this  deposit,  if  there 
were  no  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject ;  and 
that  the  question  was  whether  we  would  stop 
this  appropriation.  Now  he  (Mr.  A.)  thoaght 
it  incumbent  on  gentlemen  to  say  how  the  Sec- 
retary could,  by  any  possibility,  do  this,  unless 
there  be  some  action  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  thought  it  incumbent  also  on  those 
who  contended  there  is  such  a  vast  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  inform  the  Secretary 
where  it  may  be  found.  Nor  could  he  conceive 
it  to  be  other  than  a  misapplication  of  terms  to 
call  this  an  appropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell) 
has  said  that  he  views  the  question  of  making 
the  deposit  of  the  last  instalment  with  the 
States  as  a  question  of  faith,  like  that  of  mak- 
ing payment  to  any  other  creditor.  To  him 
(Mr.  A.)  the  position  that  this  was  a  contract, 
seemed  utterly  untenable.  Are  the  States  our 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  the  last  instalment  ? 
"What  consideration  have  we  received  for  it? 
Has  the  money  already  deposited,  gone  to  pay 
our  debts  to  the  States  ?  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  (Mr.  Loomis)  contends  that  the  States  fur- 
nish a  consideration,  because  they  are  obliged 
to  agree  to  accept  the  money,  and  to  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  States  for  its  repayment.  Now,  this 
fact,  to  Mr.  A.'s  mind,  showed  it  to  be  a  de- 
posit, else  why  so  much  caution  as  to  securing 
the  repayment  of  the  money  when  needed? 
All  the  guards  and  securities  to  this  end,  prove 
that  it  was  the  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  that  of  the  States.  The  deposit  law  of  1836, 
both  in  its  letter  and' in  its  spirit,  is  a  law  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States.  We  have  power  to  withdraw  the 
money  after  its  deposit,  if  we  need  it,  and,  of 
course,  to  withhold  it.  The  law  was  based  on 
the  supposition  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  an  available  surplus. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  said  that 
he  considered  this  a  question  whether  our  ex- 
penditures were  to  be  reduced  now  or  never, 
and  contends  that  the  expenditures  under  ex- 
isting appropriations  can  be  so  reduced  as  to 
supersede  any  necessity  of  postponing  the  last 
instalment.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  A.)  that 
this  is  shown  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  All 
expenditures  have  already  been  postponed  in 
the  Secretary's  estimates,  which,  after  a  most 
careful  investigation,  it  was  found  could  prop- 
erly be  dispensed  with  for  the  present.  It  must 
be  apparent  that  the  greatest  reduction  which 
could,  by  any  possibility,  be  made  in  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  three  months  of  this  year, 
would  not  affect  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  make  any  difference  in 


the  aspect  of  the  question  under  consideration. 
As  to  the  refe'rence  made  by  that  gentleman  to 
the  sum  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  it 
seemed  only  necessary  to  recollect  that  this 
sum  is  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  can  in  no  man- 
ner be  made  applicable  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
manner  contended  for.  Money  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers  is  charged,  at  once,  to  appro- 
priations which  are,  by  that,  so  much  reduced ; 
and  of  the  amount  returned  by  the  last  reports 
as  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  half  of  it  is 
actually  expended,  and  all  the  remainder  con- 
tracted for.  Should  works  under  contract  bo 
stopped,  every  one  must  perceive  it  would  be 
a  source  of  great  expense  and  loss.  We  should 
be  beset  with  application  after  application  for 
damages  on  account  of  breaches  of  those  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  requires  but  very  little  acquaint- 
ance with  such  subjects  to  convince  us  at  once 
that  the  responsibilities  and  the  expense  thus 
incurred  would,  by  far,  counterbalance  any  ad- 
vantage that  could  accrue  to  the  Treasury.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  believed  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration  would  be  found 
as  ready  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  extravagant 
appropriations.  That  gentleman  has  said  that 
the  professions  of  economy  of  this  administra- 
tion, like  those  of  the  last,  were  hollow.  In 
regard  to  the  professions  of  the  last  administra- 
tion, perhaps  he  (Mr.  A.)  ought  to  defer  to  the 
greater  expei'ience  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  his  superior  opportunities  of  judg- 
ing. He  had,  however,  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  sincere,  and  before  he  admitted  the 
justice  of  the  gentleman's  imputation,  he  would 
like  to  inquire  whether  the  friends  of  the  gen- 
tleman, the  National  Republicans  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  characterized  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pickens)  as  having 
reform  on  their  lips  and  extravagance  in  their 
hearts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  extrava- 
gant appropriations.  But  it  did  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  A.)  that  of  all  the  extravagance  ever  heard 
of,  of  all  the  extravagance  which  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  the  greatest 
is  that  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill. 
It  is  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
it  away — according  to  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undeewood,)  who 
contends  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  retain 
tills  money  after  they  once  get  it — or  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  for  it,  that  it  may  be 
kept  safely  for  us  by  the  States,  who  pay  no 
interest !  In  either  view  of  the  subject,  he 
called  on  gentlemen  to  show  that  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  extravagance. 

Mr.  FosTEE  said  he  would  ask  the  friends  of 
the  administration  on  that  floor,  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  bill  originally,  and  who  intended 
to  carry  it  out  into  complete  effect,  to  meet  on 
some  common  ground,  and  fulfil,  as  nearly  as 
the  exigency  will  permit,  the  original  intention 
of  that  bill.  He  would  recommend  for  that 
purpose  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens,)  which  proposes 
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a  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment.  For, 
sir,  asked  Mr.  F.,  does  any  one  pretend  that  the 
Government  shall  never  pay  over  this  last  in- 
stalment ?  That  could  not  be  pretended,  under 
the  plain  and  obvious  intention  of  the  act  of 
1836.  Why  not,  then,  aooept  the  amendment 
suggested?  Mr.  F.  believed  something,  if  not 
this,  must  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  available  funds  at  the  command  of 
the  Government  would  go  but  a  short  way 
towards  the  liquidation  of  this  fourth  instal- 
ment. It  was  not  to  be  paid  over,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  act,  without  resorting  to 
some  kind  of  debt,  either  by  borrowing,  or  by 
an  increase  of  the  amount  .of  Treasury  notes. 
Under  this  aspect  of  aiFairs,  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  go  for  the  bill,  if  no  substitute  or 
amendment  were  provided.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Piokens)  proposed  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  last  sum  due  the 
States  until  January  1st,  1839.  In  the  mean 
time  we  can  look  around  us,  retrench  our  ex- 
penditures, benefit  by  experience,  and  ascertain 
if,  without  detriment,  we  can  deposit  with  the 
States  what  we  must  all  certainly  admit  is  hon- 
estly due  them.  Can  there  be  any  objection  to 
this  course — ^to  the  assumption  of  this  common 
ground  ? 

Mr.  Beiggs  said :  Can  this  Government  now 
withhold  the  fourth  instalment  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States,  and  not  violate  the  plain  pro- 
visions of  their  own  law  ? 

The  money  was  to  be  passed  over  to  the 
States  in  four  equal  instalments,  at  fixed  periods. 
It  was  to  be  repaid  by  them  when  wanted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  appro- 
priations made  by  law,  in  ratable  proportions, 
and  in  sums  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount  by 
any  one  State.  No  provision  in  law  authorizes 
the  Secretary  to  withhold,  in  any  state  of  the 
case,  any  portion  of  the  money.  Nor  does  Con- 
gress reserve  to  itself  the  right  or  power  to  do 
any  such  thing. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jonks) 
aslss  if  Congress  meant  that  this  money  should 
be  deposited  with  the  States,  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  want  it  for  its  own  purposes  ?  I 
answer,  that  Congress  intended  that  all  the 
money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1837,  after  deducting  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the 
States.  To  prove  this  intention,  I  refer  to  the 
explicit,  unambiguous,  and  unqualified  language 
of  their  own  law,  made  to  accomplish  this 
identical  purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says,  the  fact 
that  this  thirty-seven  millions  were  to  be  paid 
to  the  States  by  instalments  does  not  change 
the  character  of  the  transaction  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  States.  I  concur 
with  him  fully.  The  instalments  were  arranged 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  banks,  who  held 
that  money  on  deposit.  As  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  States,  the  case  is  the  same  as 
though  the  whole  amount  had  been  paid  out  at 
once.    If  it  had  been  so  paid,  neither  the  Sec- 


retary, under  the  law,  nor  Congress,  by  new 
legislation,  would  have  had  the  right  to  recall 
the  money  in  any  different  manner  than  is  pro- 
vided by  the  terms  of  the  law  as  proposed  to, 
and  accepted  by,  the  States.  This  fourth  in- 
stalment constitutes  a  much  larger  amount  than 
could  be  demanded  from  the  States,  and  cannot 
therefore,  in  good  faith  to  them,  be  withheld 
without  their  consent.  "What  Congress  would 
have  done  if  they  had  anticipated  a  different 
state  of  the  Treasury  is  one  thing ;  what  they 
actually  did,  and  what  are  the  rights  of  the 
States  resulting  from  their  action,  is  entirely 
another  thing. 


Feidat,  September  22. 
The  Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

Mr.  SiBLET,  of  New  Tork,  said  that  the  first 
and  great  question  for  the  House  to  decide,  as 
a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, was  this :  What  are  the  obligations  rest- 
ing upon  Congress,  in  the  relation  which  it 
holds  to  the  several  States,  for  the  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  under  the  deposit  act  of 
1836  ?  Has  our  past  action  raised  just  and  rea- 
sonable expectations  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  this  money  would  be  paid ;  and  have  those 
expectations  led  to  important  arrangements  by 
the  States,  deeply  and  seriously  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  people  ?  If  so,  then  have  obli- 
gations and  duties  been  imposed  upon  us  which 
could  not  be  disregarded  without  violating  the 
faith  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  fixing  a 
stain  upon  the  national  honor.  That  our  posi- 
tion in  this  matter  might  be  clearly  seen,  it 
would  only  be  necessary  to  recur  to  the  law  of 
Congress  for  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  passed  on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  and 
to  the  action  of  the  several  States  consequent 
upon  that  law. 

Under  this  law  it  hecame  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  money  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1837,  and 
to  communicate  that  amount,  together  with  the 
law  which  appropriated  and  fixed  the  destina- 
tion of  the  money,  to  the  several  States,  as  an 
entire  proposition  for  their  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion. This  duty  was  performed  by  that  officer, 
as  appears  by  a  communication  made  by  hini 
to  Congress  in  January,  1837,  in  which  he 
says: 

"  I  seize  the  earliest  occasion  to  inform  Congress  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  this  Department  since  the 
1st  instant,  in  compliance  with  tlie  13th  section  of 
the  act  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  public  money." 

"  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day,  which 
was  subject  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several 
States,  has,  on  the  principles  of  the  act,  as  construed 
by  the  Attorney-General,  and  explained  in  my  last 
annual  report,  been  ascertained  to  be  $37,468,859  97. 

"  The  division  of  this  money  in  detail  among  the 
several  States  may  be  seen  in  the  document  annexed, 
(marlced  A.)" 

That  document  (continued  Mr.  S.)  shows  the 
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distributive  portion  accruing  to  my  own  State 
(New  York)  to  be  $5,352,694  28. 

It  had  been  said,  by  the  friends  of  this  bill, 
that  the  law  of  June,  1836,  did  not  propose  to 
deposit  a  sum  certain.  The  maxim  that  that  is 
certain  which  may  be  rendered  certatn,  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  such  an  objection.  Besides, 
the  sum  designated  by  the  law  was  actually 
rendered  certain  in  the  manner  contemplated 
by  the  act,  as  appears  by  the  statement  of  the 
officer  charged  with  that  duty. 

The  proposition,  then,  made  by  the  Federal 
Government  on  the  one  part,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  New  York  (equally  inde- 
pendent, and  as  competent  to  contract)  of  the 
other  part,  was,  in  substance,  this :  "We  agree 
to  deposit  with  you,  for  your  use,  the  sum  of 
$5,352,964  28,  in  quarter-yearly  instalments, 
if  you  will  agree  to  receive  that  sum  and  safely 
to  keep  and  repay  it,  when  duly  demanded,  by 
instalments  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  upon  thirty  days'  previous  notice  of 
each  instalment. 

What  was  the  response  of  New  York  to  this 
proposition  ?  Did  she  say  that  she  would  re- 
ceive, safely  keep,  and  return  any  fractional 
part  of  the  stipulated  sum — as  one-half,  or 
three-fourths  ?  No,  sir  1  (said  Mr.  S.)  She 
accepted  your  proposition,  and  your  whole 
proposition,  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions. 
You  tended  her  an  entire  contract,  the  essence 
of  which  were,  the  amount  to  be  deposited,  the 
times  of  deposit,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  repayment.  She  closed  with  you  upon  that 
contract,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  and  has 
never  assented  to  change  or  modiiication.  In 
January,  '37,  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  that 
State,  representing  its  sovereignty,  "  struck 
hands  "  with  this  the  Federal  Government,  and 
plighted,  in  solemn  form,  its  faith,  and  the  honor 
of  its  people,  for  the  performance  of  those 
terms,  which,  being  accepted,  drew  after  them 
reciprocal  obligations  of  faith  and  duty  on  your 
part.  Did  New  York  place  reliance  upon  that 
faith?  Judge  of  her  confidence  by  her  con- 
duct. Mindful  of  your  interests,  and  her  own 
obligations,  she  made  prompt  provision  by  law 
for  the  safe  investment  of  every  dollar  of  the 
money  you  had  so  proffered  for  her  acceptance. 

In  full  reliance  on  your  fidelity  to  engage- 
ments, she  apportioned  the  entire  sum  among 
her  people,  and  sent  out  her  loan  officers  into 
the  several  counties  to  pay  over  the  amount 
actually  received,  and  to  issue  authorized  and 
official  certificates  for  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance. These  officers  have  performed  their  duty. 
They  have  lent  the  whole  five  millions,  and  for 
the  security  of  its  repayment  have  taken  bonds 
and  mortgages.  And  while  we  are  here  debat- 
ing whether  this  last  instalment  (amounting  to 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  appro- 
priated to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  act  of 
1836,  and  actually  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  last  January)  be  now  anywhere  in  ex- 
istence, the  mortgages  of  the  landholders  of 
that  great  State  are  duly  executed  and  record- 


ed, for  securing  the  "  safe-keeping  and  employ- 
ment" of  that  identical  money,  according  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  your  contract. 

There  exists,  then,  (continued  Mr.  S.,)  a  con- 
tract, compact,  or  agreement — call  it  what  you 
wiU— deliberately  formed  between  independent 
sovereignties,  under  all  the  sanctions  and  sol- 
emnities used  and  approved  by  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  each  of  which  has  entered  upon 
the  execution  of  the  contract,  and  assumed  all 
the  liabilities  contemplated  by  it.  It  is  now 
proposed  by  one  party  to  this  agreement,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other,  to  set  at  naught 
some  of  its  essential  provisions.  This,  it  is 
urged,  may  be  lawfully  done,  because  our  en- 
gagements are  not  upheld  by  a  valid  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  genius  of  the  old  common  law  is 
invoked  and  thrust  between  this  Government 
and  its  just  accountabilities.  Sir,  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
seek  refuge  behind  the  narrow  and  technical 
rules  of  the  common  law  when  she  acknowl- 
edges its  jurisdiction  over  her,  and  consents  to 
become  a  party  litigant  before  our  judicial  tri- 
bunals, and  yields  obedience  to  their  mandates. 
But  while  she  stands  aloof  from  all  these,  a  law 
unto  herself,  and  a  fountain  of  law  unto  others, 
it  does  not  become  her  to  intrench  herself  be- 
hind the  defences  of  a  system  to  which  sbe  does 
not  acknowledge  subjection. 

Mr.  OusHMAN  said :  I  contend  that  the  deposit 
act  is  not  such  a  contract  as  has  been  pretend- 
ed. It  is  a  mere  gratuity,  which  cannot  form 
the  basis  of  a  legal  contract.  Neither  does  it 
lay  the  United  States  under  any  moral  obliga- 
tion to  deposit  money  with  the  several  States 
which  she  does  not  now  possess.  Suppose,  sir, 
that  one  individual  should  say  to  another  that  he 
would  make  him  a  present  of  a  certain  article, 
at  a  certain  time  and  place ;  and  suppose,  fur- 
ther, that  article  should  be  accidentally  de- 
stroyed ;  would  that  individual  be  under  any 
legal,  or  even  moral  obligation  to  perfect  that 
benevolent  design  ?  No,  sir,  there  is  not  a  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor  who  will  contend  for  the 
fulfilment  of  such  a  promise,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  lays  the  foundation  of  a  legal  contract, 
which  can  be  enforced  by  suit  at  law. 

Again,  sir;  suppose  one  individual  should 
say  to  another  that  he  had  in  the  hands  of  his 
agent  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  he  had  no  present  use.  This  sum  you 
may  have,  with  all  the  benefits  you  can  derive 
from  it,  until  he  should  be  under  the  necessity 
of  calling  for  it ;  when  he  should  return  it  to 
the  owner.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the 
same  shall  be  delivered  over  in  four  equal  instal- 
ments, in  one,  two,  three,  andfourmonths.  Now, 
suppose,  sir,  three  of  the  above  instalments  to 
have  been  delivered  over  agreeably  to  the 
above-mentioned  promise,  but  before  the  time 
arrives  for  delivering  the  fourth  instalment,  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  proposition  is  visited 
by  some  unexpected  calamity ;  his  property 
engulfed  in  the  ocean,  or  fire  may  have  consum- 
ed to  ashes  his  dwellings,  by  which  calamity  he  is 
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■wholly  unable  to  complete  his  original  design. 
Is  here  such  a  contract  as  could  be  legally  en- 
forced in  a  court  of  justice  ?  Would  there  be 
even  the  slightest  moral  obligation  resting  upon 
that  individual,  after  having  been  providential- 
ly deprived  of  the  means  of  fulfilling  his  design, 
to  hand  over  the  fourth  instalment  as  above 
mentioned  ?  .  No,  sir,  every  gentleman  must  be 
compelled,  if  he  intends  to  abide  the  truth,  to 
answer  this  question  in  the  negative.  The  per- 
son to  .whom  such  an  overture  was  made  would 
not  have  the  hardihood  to  assert  any  such 
claim.  He  could  not  look  his  friend  in  the 
face,  and  tell  him  that  he  was  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  faith.  No,  he  would  blush  to  make 
a  charge  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  case  as  above  supposed, 
I  have  given  yon,'  as  I  think,  a  very  fair  expo- 
sition of  the  deposit  law  of  June,  1836.  That 
law  was  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  General  Government.  Three 
instalments  of  that  surplus  have  been  delivered 
over  to  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
quisitions of  that  act ;  but  before  the  time  had 
arrived  for  transmitting  to  the  States  the  fourth 
instalment,  she  finds  her  financial  afl^airs  in  such 
a  situation  as  to  leave  her  without  any  surplus 
to  deposit.  How  can  there  be  any  legal  or 
moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  "United 
States  to  deposit  a  surplus  revenue  which  she 
does  not  possess  ?  It  is  folly  as  well  as  mad- 
ness to  make  any  such  pretensions. 

Mr.  HoLSET  said :  Sir,  we  have  strong  ap- 
peals to  the  faith  of  this  Government  to  fulfil 
the  expectations  of  the  States,  founded  upon 
the  deposit  act  of  1836.  I  deny  the  obligation. 
I  can  safely  appeal  to  the  virtue  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  and  ask  whether  they  de- 
sire for  State  purposes  the  money  collected  by 
this  Government,  when  it  is  necessary  for  Fed- 
eral purposes  ?  Is  the  fund  necessary  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government?  This  is  the 
question.  Let  us  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary. This  report  has  been  condemned  by 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  as  mysterious  and  in- 
comprehensible. Be  this  as  it  may  as  to  the 
details,  the  aggregate  of  means  and  liabilities  is 
set  down  so  plainly  that  "  he  who  runs  may 
read." 

The  amount  of  means  in  the  Treasury  for  the 
current  year,  in  round  numbers,  is  twenty-six 
millions  of  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  nine  mil- 
lions due  under  the  fourth  instalment,  and 
which  is  not.  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  present 
year.  The  amount  of  expenditure,  by  virtue 
of  appropriations,  is  thiTtyrtwo  millions,  leav- 
ing a  balance,  of  six  millions  against  the  Treas- 
ury, or.  a  deficit  to  that  amount.  This  debt  of 
six  millions  c&nnot  be  paid  except  by  a  resort 
to  the  fourth  instalment,  or  to  those  transfers 
which  have  already  been  made  with  the  States. 
Shall  we  give  them  the  fourth  instalment  in 
the  left  hand,  and  draw  from  them  with  the 
right,  under  the  provisions  of  the  deposit  act  ? 
It  is  more  easy  to  deposit  money  with  the 
States  than  to  collect  it  from  them.    Sir,  the 


process  of  collection  will  be  fraught  with  de- 
lays, dangers,  collisions,  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, which  will  leave  your  Treasury  to- 
tally unable  to  pay  the  appropriations.  It  is 
already  announced  in  this  hall  that  the  deposits 
with  the  States  are  a  gift  to  them.  Many  of 
the  States  have  made  permanent  investments 
of  this  fund.  Some  have  deposited  it  with 
banks,  to  be  loaned  to  the  people.  All  will 
feel  reluctant  to  return  it.  If  we  might  judge 
from  the  tone  of  debate,  some  of  the  States 
would,  as  their  representatives  have  done,  at- 
tempt to  "  argue  the  seal  from  the  bond,"  and 
prove  the  loan  to  be  a  gift.  The  difiiculty  is 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  demands  upon  polit- 
ical bodies ;  the  same  which  existed  under  the 
Confederation.  Some  will  refuse  to  pay  under 
colorable  pretexts,  and  none  will  pay  without 
all  will  pay !  We  must,  therefore,  discard  the 
idea  of  drawing  upon  the  States  for  the  funds 
already  on  deposit  with  them.  The  only  ex- 
pedient left  is  to  arrest  the  nine  millions  due 
under  the  last  instalment.  This  amount  in  the 
deposit  banks  will  not,  in  all  probability,  cancel 
the  debt  of  six  millions.  Indeed,  the  general 
and  signal  failure  of  those  institutions  to  comply 
with  their  engagements  renders  it  doubtful 
whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can  be 
collected.  But  as  far  as  this  fund  can  go  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Government,  it  should 
go.  It  is  not  legitimate  to  divert  it  to  any 
other  object.  But  six  millions  of  excess  of  ex- 
penditure is  a  minimum  point ;  one  to  ■lyhich 
all  will,  and,  I  believe,  have  agreed. 

Mr.  Faiefielb  said :  I  need  not  say  that  be- 
ing opposed  to  the  original  act  in  its  inception, 
and  in  all  its  subsequent  stages  and  processes,  I 
am  of  course  in  favor  of  the  bill  now  proposing 
the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment.  But  it  is  said  by  several  gentle- 
men that  we  cannot  lawfully  withhold  this  in- 
stalment. That  the  States  have  acquired  a 
vested  right  in  it,  by  virtue  of  a  contract.  Sir, 
I  had  thought  that  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights 
had  become'  sufiiciently  odious  through  the  in- 
discreet, use  of  it  by  its  friends,  without  at- 
tempting to  apply  it  to  this  case.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Beiggs)  has  la- 
bored to  show  that  there  is  a  contract  between 
the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  establishment  of  that  point 
seemed  to  consider  the  right  of  the  States  to 
the  instalment  as  clearly  made  out.  Now,  sir, 
does  one  follow  the  other  ?  It  appears  to  me 
not.  If  it  be  a  contract,  the  next  inquiry  is, 
what  are  its  terms,  ani  is  it  a  binding  and  valid 
one  ?  And  for  the  purposes  of  this  argument,  it 
may  be  admitted  to  be  a  contract.  All  bailments 
are  contracts.  •  This  is  one  kind  of  baihnent, 
and,  therefore,  a  contract.  It  falls  within  that 
class  of  bailments,  technically  denominated^  in 
law  "  deposit,"  which  is  the  bailment  of  a  thing 
by  one  to  another,  to  be  returned  when  the 
bailor  calls  for  it.  By  this,  the  bailee  acquires 
no  right  or  title  to  the  thing  bailed,  or  to  its 
use,  but  is  bound  to  restore  it  when  called  for. 
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On  the  part  of  the  United  States  this  bail- 
ment of  money  to  the  States  was  merely  gratu- 
itous ;  and  there  was  no  such  consideration  in 
the  case  as  to  render  the  contract  a  legal 
and  valid  one.  But  it  is  said  there  was  a 
promise  on  the  part  of  the  States  to  pay  back 
the  money,  and  this  constituted  a  good  consid- 
eration. Sir,  as  well  might  I  set  up  a  legal 
claim  to  my  neighbor's  horse — ay,  to  a  vested 
right  in  him,  because  my  neighbor,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  spirit  of  courtesy  and  kindness,  said 
I  might  have  the  use  of  his  horse  at  any  time, 
on  my  promise  to  return  him.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Sibley)  has  un- 
dertaken to  show  that  there  was  a  good  con- 
sideration upon  strict  common  law  principles, 
and  has  quoted  from  the  old  books  the  definition 
of  a  good  consideration  to  be  "  a  charge  or 
trouble  to  one  party,  or  a  benefit  to  the  other ;" 
both  of  which,  he  says,  exist  in  this  case.  The 
States,  it  is  said,  incurred  charges  and  trouble 
in  receiving  and  keeping  this  money,  and  the 
General  Government  derived  a  benefit  in  hav- 
ing it  kept  for  them.  Sir,  I  must  confess  I 
was  not  prepared  to  hear  such  a  position  as 
this  taken.  Can  it,  in  any  sense,  be  said  to  be 
a  charge  or  trouble  to  a  State  to  receive  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  use  it  for  an  indefinite 
period  without  paying  interest  for  it  ?  If  so,  I 
know  of  a  great  many  people  who  would  like 
to  be  troubled  in  the  same  way ;  and  I  cannot 
say  that  I  should  have  any  very  serious  objec- 
tions to  it  myself.  Again  :  how  can  it  be  said, 
in  any  proper  sense  of  the  term,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  Government  derive  a  benefit  from 
the  transaction  ?  Just  look  at  the  facts.  The 
Government  have  a  large  surplus,  which  they 
do  not  want  to  use,  lying  in  the  deposit  banks, 
and  for  which  the  Government  is  drawing  in- 
terest. This  surplus  the  Government  with- 
draws from  the  banks,  and  deposits  with  the 
States,  to  be  kept  by  them  without  the  pay- 
ment of  interest.  And  this  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  calls  a  benefit  to  the  United  States 
Government !  Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
palpable  perversion  of  our  mother  tongue. 


Satdedat,  September  23. 
Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambeeleuo,  the  House 
then  went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hatnbs,  of 
Georgia,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  F.  0.  J.  Smith  said :  It  has  been  con- 
tended that  the  faith  of  the  Government  is 
plighted,  because  an  expectation  of  the  money 
has  been  created  among  the  States,  under  the 
law  of  Congress ;  and  that  to  withhold  it  would 
be  a  breach  of  that  faith.  Now,  I  will  ask 
gentlemen  who  use  this  argument,  how  it  is  rec- 
oncilable with  the  proposition  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  or  acquiesced  in  by  him,  if  coming  from 


another  quarter,  to  repeal  and  withhold  from  five 
to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  by  law, 
to  build  harbors,  light-houses,  breakwaters,  and 
roads  ?  ^y'ould  not  such  a  repeal  of  appropri- 
ations be  equally  a  breach  of  the  plighted  faith 
of  the  nation,  that  such  moneys  were  to  be  ex- 
pended for  such  works  ?  Sir,  I  see  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  principle  of  the  two  measures,  and 
in  neither  do  I  see  any  thing  that  resembles  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith. 

Sir,  those  who  oppose  this  postponement  or 
repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment,  regardless  of 
the  necessitous  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and 
on  the  principle  of  distribution,  pervert  the 
purpose  of  the  deposit  act ;  and  I  confess  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Biddlb,)  and 
afterwards  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Loo- 
mis,)  oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  de- 
prive their  respective  States  of  a  certain  amount 
of  dollars  and  cents  !  Pennsylvania,  says  the 
former  gentleman,  will  be  compelled  to  aban- 
don a  million  of  dollars  if  this  bill  should  pass. 
Ohio,  says  the  latter  gentleman,  will  lose  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  this  bill  becomes 
a  law.  Why,  sir,  to  me  it  appears  wholly  un- 
worthy of  the  people  of  these  two  great  States, 
to  allow  the  mere  consideration  of  benefit  or 
loss  in  dollars  and  cents  to  enter  into  either 
their  support  or  opposition  of  this  bill.  I  have 
heard  it  remarked  upon  this  floor,  in  other 
days,  that  no  people  like  those  of  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  Slates  were  governed  by  entirely 
sordid  considerations  in  matters  of  legislation ; 
that  "  no  people  can  see  a  dollar  so  far  as  they 
can.''  But,  sir,  when  it  is  gravely  announced 
upon  this  floor,  that  the  constituents  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
are  disposed  to  graduate  their  opposition  to 
this  bill  by  the  number  of  dollars  and  cents  it 
may  withhold  from  them,  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  the  imputation  of  sordidness,  so 
often  cast  upon  the  people  of  the  Northern 
States,  should  be  withdrawn,  and  applied  to 
other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

[Mr.  LooMis,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  explain. 
He  said  the  gentleman  from  Maine  misunder- 
stood him  in  supposing  that  he  (Mr.  Loomis) 
made  the  loss  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  Ohio, 
proposed  by  the  bill,  his  only  reason  or  ground 
of  opposition  to  the  bill ;  that  was  only  one 
ground  of  opposition  to  it.] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  I  understand  the  po- 
sition of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  mean  not  to  misrepresent  him.  I  have  not 
indicated  that  this  argument  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  his  only  ground  of  opposition. 
But,  sir,  it  is  one  of  his  positions,  urged  by  him 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  and 
consequently  one  which  he  must  have  regarded 
as  worthy  of  the  approbation  of  his  constit- 
uents. I  maintain,  in  reply,  that  it  is  a  consid- 
eration wholly  unworthy  the  approbation  of 
the  people  of  his  great  State,  and  one  that  is 
unworthy  of  influencing  the  legislation  of 
this  House  upon -this  subject. 
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Mr.  Thompson-  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  sliall 
vote  for  the  araendnient  of  my  colleague,  as  it 
makes  the  bill  more  acceptable ;  but  I  shall 
vote  against  the  bill,  even  if  thus  amended. 
Time  and  reflection  have  only  served  to  con- 
firm my  first  impressions  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  law  depositing  with  the  States  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury.  The  chief  recommen- 
dation of  that  law,  to  me,  was  not  the  money 
which  it  gave  to  the  States — that  was  a  small 
matter ;  but  it  was  that  a  fund  was  provided  to 
meet  the  future  exigencies  of  the  Government 
— a  fund  which  was  to  be  raised  by  each  par- 
ticular State  in  its  own  way,  with  a  just  regard 
to  the  different  interests  of  each  State  which 
could  best  bear  taxation,  and  not  by  the  major- 
ity interests  of  the  General  Government,  alike 
ignorant  and  reckless,  as  past  experience  has 
proven  it  to  be,  of  the  Interest  and  circum- 
stances of  the  respective  States.  If  there  were 
now  a  deficiency  of  resources,  I  should  feel 
constrained,  by  the  principles  upon  which  I 
supported  that  bill,  by  plighted  faith,  and  the 
peculiar  interests  of  those  I  represent,  not  only 
to  give  back  this  fourth  instalment,  but  all  that 
wo  have  received.  No  such  case  exists.  I 
have  examined  the  statement  of  the  resources 
of  the  Government  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  and  have  made  the 
calculation  in  various  forms ;  and,  sir,  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  he  has  demonstrated  (for  it  is  a 
matter  of  figures)  that  there  is  no  deficiency 
of  funds.  Charging  the  Government  with  all 
the  demands  upon  it,  including  the  fund  of 
$37,000,000  set  apart  to  be  distributed  among 
the  States,  the  unexpended  appropriations  of 
last  year,  and  the  appropriations  of  this  year, 
and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  $85,000,000.  Of 
this  sum  the  Secretary  informs  you  that  $15,- 
000,000  cannot  be  expended  during  the  year, 
reducing  the  amount  to  $70,000,000.  The  pay- 
ments made,  and  the  admitted  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  amount  to  $64,000,000;  to  which 
add  $5,000,000  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers, and  you  have  $69,000,000.  In  this  esti- 
mate, the  accruing  revenue  of  the  last  half  of 
the  present  year  is  taken,  on  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  $7,000,000  ; 
whereas  it  has  been  proven  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction that  it  will  exceed  $9,000,000.  So  that, 
instead  of  a  deficiency,  there  will  be  a  surplus, 
even  if  you  do  not  withhold  from  the  States 
this  fourth  instalment.  I  am  unable  to  per- 
ceive why  money  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers  of  the  Government  is  not  as  much  the 
money  of  the  Government  as  if  it  were  in  the 
Treasury.  It  is  only  one  step  nearer  being  paid 
out — that  is  all.  The  Government  can  order 
these  officers  to  pay  it  back  into  the  Treasury, 
only  to  be  paid  again  to  the  disbursing  officers. 
If,  then,  sir,  you  withhold  this  fourth  instal- 
ment, you  leave  in  the  liands  of  the  Govern- 
ment $9,000,000 ;  to  which  add  the  $12,000,- 
000  of  Treasury  notes,  and  you  have  a  surplus 
of  $21,000,000 — not  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  but  to  be  deposited  in  your  sub- 


treasuries.  I  have  another  and  an  insuperable 
objection  to  this  biU.  The  States  will  receive 
the  fund  in  the  bills  of  the  State  banks.  The 
General  Government  will  not,  and  cannot,  re- 
ceive it  but  in  specie.  The  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  constrained  by  law  to  demand 
it  in  specie.  They  will  be  constrained  by  that 
which,  with  them,  is  stronger  than  laws  or 
constitutions — by  party  obligations  and  an  ir- 
resistible necessity  to  play  out  the  desperate 
game  they  have  commenced.  I  will  not  arm 
them  with  this  terrible  power  over  the  deposit 
banks  in  their  mad  and  ferocious  experiment 
of  a  metallic  currency.  I  would  sooner  see  the 
whole  amount  of  the  fund  sunk  in  the  ocean, 
than  the  wide- wasting  ruin  which  a  demand  on 
these  banks  for  $12,000,000  in  specie  would 
produce.  At  the  very  moment  that  you  are 
asked  to  adopt  a  measure  which  must  lead  to 
this  pressure  on  the  deposit  banks  and  their 
debtors,  it  is  recommended  further  to  indulge 
the  merchants  on  their  bonds.  "Why  this  dis- 
crimination ?  If  you  press  the  deposit  banks,  is 
not  a  corresponding  pressure  upon  their  debtors 
inevitable  ?  Why,  I  ask,  are  they  to  be  press- 
ed, when  the  merchants  are  to  be  indulged  on 
their  bonds  ?  I  would  at  this  time  press  neither. 
These  considerations  bring  up  at  once  the  sub- 
Treasury  scheme  and  the  metallic  currency. 
They  are  all  cognate  branches  of  the  same  sys- 
tem of  measures,  and  one  of  them  cannot 
be  properly  considered  disconnected  with  the 
others. 

[Mr.  Thompson  then  proceeded  at  much  length 
to  speak  against  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  and  the 
metallic  currency.] 


Monday,  September  25. 
Mississippi  Election. 

Mr.  BucHANAisr,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, made  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  Mississippi  elections,  accompanied  with  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
gress, and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

Mr.  Mercep.  considered  this  question  one  of 
very  great  importance,  and  one  which  should 
not  be  decided  without  being  fully  discussed. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Matjey  (a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections)  stated  that  the  committee  were  di- 
vided on  the  subject ;  but  they  deemed  it  un- 
necessary to  present  a  minority  report.  They 
had  determined  to  permit  the  majority  to  bring 
forward  their  report,  and  when  the  subject 
came  under  the  House,  to  move  to  amend  it  in 
accordance  with  their  views. 

Mr.  WniTTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  would  inquire 
whether  there  had  ever  been  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  a  contested  election 
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decided  without  going  into  Committee  of  the 
■Whole. 

Mr.  "Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  hoped,  as 
this  was  as  important  a  question  as  any  which 
might  be  brought  before  the  present  Congress, 
that  it  would  take  the  usual  course.  It  was  a 
question  which  required  very  grave  delibera- 
tion, and  free  and  full  discussion,  and  he  there- 
fore trusted  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  question  involved  a  grave  constitutional 
question,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  settled,  and 
settled  after  full,  free,  and  deliberate  discussion, 
which  he  considered  it  would  not  receive  out 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  was  put  on  a  motion  to  postpone 
till  Wednesday,  and  print,  and  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

National  Bank. 

Mr.  Cambbeleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  a 
national  bank." 

Mr.  Cambebleng  hoped  the  question  on  this 
resolution  would  be  taken  without  debate,  and 
on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution  he 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  to  show 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ohambees,) 
who  had  alluded,  during  some  remarks  which 
fell  from  him  this  morning,  to  the  dark  cloud 
hanging  over  the  prospects  of  the  administra- 
tion in  the  West,  that  a  still  darker  cloud  was 
hanging  over  the  prospects  of  the  friends  of  a 
national  bank  in  this  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Everett  said  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  a  national  bank  were  well  known, 
and  when  the  proper  occasion  was  offered,  he 
should  maintain  these  sentiments.  But  that 
issue  was  not  now  to  be  made  up,  and  it  should 
not  be  forced  upon  him  at  this  time.  The  veto 
upon  such  an  institution  had  been  promulgated 
in  advance  by  the  President  of  the  Tliiited 
States,  and  he  presumed  that  no  friend  of  a  na- 
tional bank  would  bring  such  a  proposition  for- 
ward, until  it  was  ascertained  that  two-thirds 
of  that  body  were  in  favor  of  it.  That  major- 
ity in  opposition  was  necessary,  he  verily  be- 
lieved, now,  before  any  relief  could  be  expected 
for  the  country  ;  and  he  further  believed  that, 
were  the  incubus  of  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  taken  from  that  body,  there  would 
be  the  necessary  relief.  But  are  those  of  the 
party,  in  majority  here,  expected  to  vote  for 
this  measure  even  though  they  preferred  it, 
when  they  know  that  its  passage  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  veto  ?  He  conceived  not.  And 
while  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  success  did 
exist,  he  hoped  that  such  a  step  would  not  be 
taken.  Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  left  the  question 
to  the  action  and  decision  of  the  House,  with- 
out giving  his  own  opinion,  or  declaring  his 
own  intentions  in  the  matter,  the  action  of  that 


House  might  be  different  from  what  it  could 
now  be  expected  to  be.  Then  there  might  he 
some  relief  for  the  people  anticipated  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  special  session.  As  it  was,  the  re- 
lief of  the  Executive  is  all  that  is  asked  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Mr.  Everett  concluded 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  E. 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Kice  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Eidgway,  Robertson,  Eumsey,  Eussell, 
Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stratton,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  York— 89. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Biclcnell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cush- 
man,  DeGraif,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Gar- 
land, Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Eobert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  May,  Mc- 
Kay, E.  McClellan,  A.  McCIellan,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton,  Paynter, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Eeilly,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rich- 
ardson, Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheifer,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vannderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton— -122. 

Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  to 
the  States. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pickens  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  indefinite 
clause  "  till  further  provision  by  law,"  and  in- 
sert "  the  first  day  of  January,  1839." 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  principal  remedy  proposed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the 
country,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in 
making  reference  to  the  circumstances  which 
place  me,  in  reference  to  that  remedy,  in  a  pe- 
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culiar  attitude — for  no  other  consideration  could 
induce  me  to  obtrude  upon  the  House  any  re- 
mark affecting  me  individually.  The  journal 
of  the  House,  for  the  23d  Congress,  exhibits 
the  fact  that  my  immediate  predecessor,  Gen- 
eral Gordon,  of  Virginia,  (a  gentleman  of  whom 
I  ta,ke  pleasure  in  saying  that  he  is  honest,  tal- 
ented, honorable,  magnanimous,  and  liberal  in 
an  eminent  degree,  who  stood  so  strong  in  the 
confidence  and  affections  of  the  people  of  his 
district  that  nothing  but  substantial  differences 
of  political  opinion  could  have  brought  me 
hither  in  his  place,)  offered  a  scheme  embracing 
the  very  principles  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Message.  The  principles  of  this  bill,  pro- 
posed by  my  predecessor  in  February,  1835, 
were  opposed  and  denounced  by  the  late  admin- 
istration, and  all  its  prominent  friends  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  no  unmeasured  terms. 
In  this  denunciation  and  opposition  I  united, 
and  defended  General  Jackson's  administration 
for  its  opposition  to  this  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Congressional  district  which  I  now 
feel  honored  in  representing.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  less  than  three  years,  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  defend  the  opinions  I  then  enter- 
tained and  defended,  not  against  my  political 
opponents,  but  against  the  attacks  of  the  present 
administration  and  its  friends,  so  completely 
have  they  changed  their  position.  Finding  for 
a  few  months  past  that  my  opinions  upon  this 
subject  were  in  collision  with  those  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  most  of  its  prominent  friends, 
I  carefully  and  deliberately  reviewed  my  for- 
mer opinions,  with  a  view  to  detect  any  falla- 
cy, error,  or  delusion  under  which  I  labored,  if 
there  was  any  which  had  contributed  to  form 
those  opinions.  The  result  of  this  review  has 
been  to  rivet  my  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
those  opinions,  and  an  increased  and  more  in- 
flexible determination  to  adhere  to  them.  Be- 
ing satisfied  that  my  opinions  are  correct,  I 
dare  not — I  cannot — I  will  not  vote  for  this  re- 
commendation of  the  Message. 

The  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the 
continuance  of  the  present  State  bank  system 
of  fiscal  agency,  with  the  improvements  and 
restrictions  which  experience  has  pointed  out 
to  us  as  necessary  and  proper,  or  the  "  untried 
experiment "  of  excluding  the  State  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  and  restrict- 
ing the  receipts  of  the  public  revenue  to  gold 
and  silver  only,  shall  be ,  adopted.  This  is  the 
true  issue,  to  the  decision  of  which,  as  affects 
the  future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, the  most  serious  and  deliberate  attention 
of  the  House  should  be  directed.  I  need  not 
here  repeat  what  I  have  before  stated,  that, 
whenever  the  question  of  a  national  bank  is 
presented,  if  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  I  shall  oppose  it,  both  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  want  of  constitutional  power,  and 
its  inexpediency.  The  opinions  I  imbibed  in 
my  earliest  youth,  I  learned  from  the  State 
papers  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  their  re- 
publican contemporaries,  and  shall  never  sur- 


render them  nntil  I  become  a  tenant  of  the 
tomb. 

The  system  of  deposits  adopted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  and  which  has 
prevailed  to  the  present  hour,  wherever  it  was 
practicable,  is  the  bank  system.  This  fact,  ac- 
companied with  the  expressed  opinions  of  every 
incumbent  of  the  Treasury  Department  until 
the  present  time,  proves  conclusively  to  every 
reflecting  mind  that  it  was  regarded  as  the 
safest,  most  economical,  and  most  convenient 
system ;  without  this  means  of  keeping  the 
public  money,  it  must  have  been  kept  and  'dis- 
tributed by  individuals,  and  subject  to  all  the 
extravagance,  insecurity,  and  liability  to  defal- 
cation which  has  ever  attended  individual  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements.  All  preceding  Secre- 
taries, and  many  of  our  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  old  republican  school,  declared  their  opin- 
ions in  favor  of  the  plan  now  proposed.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  a  system  so  republican,  so 
safe,  and  so  innocent,  as  that  now  proposed, 
should  never  have  been  proposed  for  the  adop- 
tion of  Congress,  by  any  preceding  administra- 
tion, or  any  preceding  Treasury  Department. 
If  it  had  been  viewed  in  its  present  favorable 
and  superior  light,  it  certainly  would  have  been 
recommended  ;  but,  as  it  was  not,  I  regard  the 
omission  to  do  it  as  conclusive  evidence  that  it 
was  not  approved.  The  only  difiiculty  which 
has  ever  prevailed  has  been  between  the  selec- 
tion of  a  national  and  State  banks,  some  pre- 
ferring the  former,  some  the  latter.  There  be- 
ing now  no  national  bank,  the  question  of  pref- 
erence is  directly  presented  between  the  State 
bank  system  and  the  sub-Treasury  system  re- 
commended by  the  Executive. 

[Mr.  Garland  then  argued  at  great  length  to  show 
that  the  State  bank  system  was  entited  to  the  pref- 
erence.] 

Mr.  Raeiden  said :  I  cannot  view  this  bill  as 
simply  intending  to  withhold  from  the  States 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue. 
This  is  a  false  and  mistaken  view  of  it.  This 
will  not  be  its  practical  effect,  for  it  must  he 
kept  in  mind  that  this  surplus,  the  payment  of 
which  to  the  States  is  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned by  this  bill,  is  already  with  the  States 
in  the  deposit  banks,  and  is  the  basis  of  a 
portion  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  States ; 
and  to  postpone  its  payment  to  the  States  by 
the  national  Treasury,  means  nothing  more  or 
less  than  to  withdraw  from  the  States  this 
basis  of  their  circulating  medium,  Tjy  with- 
drawing from  the  deposit  banks,  in  hard  money, 
a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  to  which  each  State 
is  yet  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
posit law ;  and  whilst  this  ruinous  measure, 
which  will  be  most  sensibly  felt  by  the  western 
and  south-western  States,  is  pressed  forward, 
we  find  another  measure,  claiming  the  same 
fraternity,  (referring  to  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
collection  of  merchants'  bonds,)  the  effects  of 
which  will  be  to  leave  with  certain  States 
several  millions  of  money,  of  which  the  Treas- 
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Tiry  is  at  this  time  in  want,  and  to  which,  lender 
existing  laws,  it  is  now  entitled. 

The  few  remarks  which  I  design  to  make  are 
with  a  view  to  illustrate  the  positions  just 
assumed. 

This  question  has  been  disciissed  by  some 
gentlemen,  as  though  there  was  an  angry  and 
rival  interest  involved  in  the  action  of  this 
House  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  some  seem  to  feel  that  they  have 
specially  in  charge  the  interest  of  the  former. 
Por  my  part,  I  do  not  view  it  in  that  light,  nor 
do  I  feel  myself  more  the  friend  and  agent  of 
the  State  which  sent  me  here  than  the  friend 
and  agent  of  the  General  Government.  I  feel 
that  in  this  matter  I  am  the  common  friend  of 
both,  and  that  the  action  of  this  House  is 
paternal ;  that  in  a  controversy  like  this,  for 
the  possession  of  a  fund  which  each  claims  as 
trustee,  the  adjustment  of  the  difference  is 
referred  to  us  and  the  co-ordinate  branches  for 
an  adjustment  upon  principles  of  political 
equity,  looking  to  the  convenience  and  well- 
being  of  both  claimants. 

I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  General  Gov- 
ernment has  any  adverse  or  paramount  rights 
in  this  fund  to  the  people  of  the  States.  It 
was  they  who  infused  into  it  all  its  life  and 
vigor,  and  bestowed  upon  it  all  its  capacities, 
among  which  was  the  power  to  levy  and  collect 
a  revenue  of  themselves,  to  such  amount  as 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  and  carry  out  the 
functions  they  had  bestowed  upon  it,  and  pre- 
destined it  to  fulfil  for  their  own  good. 

Now,  sir,  if  from  accidental  causes,  in  the 
due  execution  of  the  established  revenue  laws, 
more  has  been  collected  than  was  necessary  for 
purposes  of  government,  to  whom  does  it  be- 
long— the  agent  who  collected  it,  or  the  princi- 
pal of  whom  it  was  collected  ?  I,  sir,  consider 
it  a  common  right  of  the  people  in  a  common 
surplus  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  United  States, 
the  accumulation  and  inactivity  of  which,  at 
the  time  Congress  acted  upon  it,  was  paralyzing 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Money,  we  know,  sir,  is  the  generator  of  enter- 
prise, and  had  this  fund  been  permitted  to  have 
remained  an  inactive  accumulating  mass  in  the 
national  Treasury,  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  checked  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country,  as  injuriously  as  its  subsequent 
removal  to  the  State  banks  stimulated  them, 
and  thereby  greatly  diminished  the  natural 
resources  of  the  Treasury. 

Add  to  this,  sir,  that  it  was  a  source  of 
jealous  watching  with  our  intelligent  country- 
men, lest  its  influence  might  have  been  diverted 
to  party  purposes,  instead  of  national.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  have  heard  whispers  that  the  party  who 
once  had  the  entire  control  of  it,  were  less 
successful  in  elections  since  it  has  been  wrested 
from  their  control,  but  whether  there  be  any 
foundation  for  the  uncharitable  surmises  that 
this  fund  had  any  agency  in  the  success,  I 
know  not,  and  therefore  cannot  say. 

Nor  can  I  pretend  to  say  positively  that  had  | 
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this  surplus  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  result  would  have  been  different 
from  that  which  followed  its  deposit  in  the 
State  banks — if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  managed  by  fallible  human  agents,  and  it 
is  probable,  at  least  possible,  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  influence  of  the  same  passions  and 
frailties  which  characterized  the  agents  of  the 
State  banks. 

This  is  all  possible,  but  not  necessary  to  de- 
termine now.  The  surplus  was  removed  to 
the  State  banks,  which  cannot  now  be  undone 
or  recalled. 

Congress,  in  the  passage  of  the  deposit  law, 
seemed  to  have  in  view  to  ward  off  from  the 
country  the  injurious  effects  of  that  disposition 
of  them. 

But  some  gentlemen  tell  us  now  that  there  is 
no  surplus,  that  the  act  is  spent,  and  nothing  re- 
mains for  it  to  operate  upon.  Why  so?  "Where 
has  it  gone  to  ?  Was  not  the  action  of  Congress 
based  upon  a  visible  and  tangible  fund,  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day  ?  And  was  it 
not  there  on  that  day  ?  So  says  the  Secretary's 
report.  And  disposed  of  by  the  act  ?  ■  If  so, 
then  it  is  a  Congressional  disposition  of  the 
public  money ;  like  all  other  dispositions,  a  fair 
and  permanent  charge  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
if  misdirected  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  absorbed  by  other  appropriations,  it 
is  a  fair  demand  of  the  States  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, and  so  far  remains  to  be  executed. 

Sir,  it  is  important  to  my  State  that  it  should 
be  executed.  Much  of  her  legislation  is  based 
upon  its  reception  ;  her  institutions  of  learning 
look  to  it ;  her  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments looks  to  it ;  and  her  citizens  look  to  it 
as  a  fund  to  resuscitate,  in  some  degree,  the 
fountain  of  their  currency  in  these  dark  days. 

Mr.  Gushing  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  this  bUl.  Various 
reasons  for  opposing  it  have  been  adduced  by 
different  gentlemen,  in  many  of  whose  argu- 
ments I  concur.  I  have  another  reason,  partic- 
ular to  myself. 

The  clauses  of  the  deposit  act,  which  apper- 
tain to  the  present  question,  seem  to  me  to 
possess  all  the  features  of  a  contract.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  whole  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  a  certain  sum,  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day,  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  several  States ;  which 
deposit  the  States  are  to  keep  safely,  and  to  pay 
back  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  prescribed  time  and  mode,  and  on 
the  happening  of  a  given  contingency.  Here, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  a  contract  in  honor ;  and,  so 
far  as  there  can  be  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  a  contract 
in  law ;  there  being  reciprocal  engagements, 
for  a  valuable  consideration,  on  both  sides.  It 
is,  at  any  rate,  a  quasi-contract.  They  who 
impugn  this  view  of  the  question  argue  on  the 
supposition  that  the  act,  performed  or  to  be 
performed  by  the  United  States,  is  an  inchoate 
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gift  of  money  to  the  States.  Not  so.  It  is  a 
contract  of  deposit ;  and  that  contract  is  con- 
summated, and  made  perfect,  on  the  formal 
reception  of  any  instalment  of  the  deposit  by 
the  States. 

Now,  entertaining  this  view  of  the  transac- 
tion, I  am  asked  by  the  adminstration  to  come 
forward  and  break  this  contract.  True,  a  con- 
tract made  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  enforced  in  law.  Does  that 
make  it  either  honest  or  honorable  for  the 
United  States  to  take  advantage  of  its  power 
and  violate  its  pledged  faith  ?  I  refuse  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  such  breach  of  faith. 

But  farther.  The  administration  solicits  Con- 
gress to  step  in  between  the  United  States  and 
the  States  as  a  volunteer,  and  to  violate  a  con- 
tract, as  the  means  of  helping  the  administra- 
tion out  of  diificulties,  into  which  its  own  mad- 
ness and  folly  have  wilfully  sunk  it,  and  which 
press  equally  upon  the  Government  and  the 
people.  The  object  of  the  measure  is  to  relieve 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  acting  in  this  matter  as  he  has  the 
power  to  do.  Let  him  act.  I  will  not  go  out 
of  my  way  to  Interpose  in  this  between  the 
Executive  and  the  several  States,  until  the 
administration  appeals  to  me  in  the  right  spirit. 
This  it  has  not  done.  The  Executive  comes  to 
us  with  a  new  doctrine,  which  is  echoed  by 
his  friends  in  this  House,  namely,  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  to  exert  itself  for 
the  relief  of  the  American  people.  Very  well. 
If  this  be  your  policy,  I,  as  representing  the 
people,  will  not  exert  myself  for  the  relief  of 
your  administration. 

Let  me  restate  the  question.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Executive  is,  in  short,  that,  in  their 
mutual  relations  towards  each  other,  all  the 
Government  has  to  do  is  to  be  supported  by 
the  people,  and  all  the  people  have  to  do  Is  to 
support  the  Government.  Now  I  say  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  for  an  administration 
professing  such  tenets,  I  will  do  just  that  which 
my  public  duty  to  the  country  requires,  and  no 
more.  I  will  vote  for  its  Treasury  note  bill ; 
that  is,  grant  it  a  loan,  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
administration,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
creditors  to  whom  the  money  is,  or  will  be 
due,  and  of  the  Government  as  such,  which 
must  not  be  allowed  to  suffer,  whatever  may  be 
the  faults  of  the  administration.  But  I  will 
not,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  volunteer  to 
take  on  my  own  shoulders  the  responsibility  of 
revoking  or  withholding  the  surplus  revenue 
from  the  States,  in  order  to  lighten  the  burden 
of  responsibility,  which  the  existing  law  im- 
poses on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Let 
him  untangle  his  own  snarl.  I  will  not  raise  a 
finger  to  do  it.  The  administration  has  got 
itself  and  the  people  into  these  desperate  straits. 
It  now  proposes  to  cut  loose  from  the  people, 
and  abandon  them  to  their  fate ;  but  asks  of  us, 
the  House  of  the  people,  to  take  upon  ua  the 
propitiation  for  its  sins ;  and  to  do  this  by  the 


violation  of  a  contract  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  States.    I  will  not  do  it. 

Sir,  I  submit  these  brief  remarks,  on  this 
particular  bill,  by  way  of  preface  to  the  more 
extended  line  of  argument,  which  I  am  about 
to  pursue. 

[Mr.  Gushing  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  Mes- 
sage, and  the  doctrines  ■which  it  contained,  in  a 
speech  divided  into  thirty  heads,  each  introduced  with 
a  caption,  as  follows :  "  Convocation  of  Congress." — 
"  Public  Distress." — "  Causes  of  Public  Distress." — 
"  Condition  of  the  Country." — "  Objects  for  Con- 
gress."—" National  Bank  and  Popular  Will."—"  Util- 
ity of  a  National  Bank."— Exchanges."— "  The  Bank 
Government."—"  The  President's  Pledges."—"  The 
Pet  Banks."—"  Divorce  of  Bank  and  State."— "Prac- 
tice of  other  Nations." — "  Use  of  Government  De- 
posits."—" Utility  of  Credit."—"  Sub-Treasuries."— 
"  Comparative  Safety." — "  Defaulters." — "  Financial 
Operations."-"  The  Post  Office."-"  Patronage."— 
"  Treasury  Bank." — "  Funds  receivable  by  Govern- 
ment." —  "  Government  Paper."  —  "  Currency  and 
Bank  Question." — "  Objects  of  Legislation." — "  Ceded 
Powers." — "  Equality." — "  Non-interference  of  Gov- 
ernment."— "  The  true  issue." — The  scope  and  design 
of  this  abridgment  excludes  the  whole  of  this  most 
elaborate  essay,  except  what  relates  to  the  questions 
before  the  House  :  and  these  parts  are  given  under 
their  respective  captions.] 

DivoKOE  OF  Bank  and  State. 

The  repudiation  of  banks  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  United  States — this  is  the  new  scheme,  the 
"  untried  expedient,"  the  fresh  humbug,  to  he 
imposed  upon  the  people,  nnder  cover  of  the 
cry,  Divorce  of  bank  and  State.  This  phrase 
is  somewhat  ambiguous.  It  may  have  different 
meanings.  In  the  true  and  legitimate  sense  of 
the  words,  I  am  for  a  divorce  of  bank  and 
State ;  and  I  should  rejoice  to  be  able  to  believe 
that  the  administration  was  sincerely  for  it.  I 
abhor  that  close  association,  that  marriage,  of 
bank  and  State  which  characterized  the  system 
of  the  late  deposit  banks,  those  pets  of  the 
Government ;  banks,  some  of  them  confessedly 
the  mere  tools  of  tlie  administration ;  banks, 
earning  the  use  of  the  deposits,  like  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  in  New  York,  by  walking  on  their 
knees  to  a  despotic  Executive.  To  prevent  this 
marriage,  has  ever  been  a  favorite  object  of  the 
whig  party  throughout  the  country,  North, 
South,  and  West.  To  effect  this,  always  has 
been,  and  I  solemnly  believe  is  at  this  hour,  if 
not  the  favorite  purpose  of  the  administration, 
at  any  rate  the  sure  tendency  of  its  measures. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  question.  Do  we  forget 
that  the  late  President  deliberately  proposed  to 
Congress  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank 
founded  on  the  funds  of  the  Treasury,  and  con- 
ducted by  the  Government?  Do  we  forget 
that  the  unpardonable  sin  of  the  late  United 
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States  Bank  was  its  independence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— the  refusal  of  that  bank  to  be  married 
to  the  administration?  This,  from  beginning 
to  end,  was  the  point  of  that  controversy.  Do 
we  forget  that'  afterwards,  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  regulation  of  the  public  deposits  was 
under  discussion  at  the  second  session  of  the 
twenty-third  Congress,  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, to  a  man,  voted  and  spoke  against 
this  very  proposition  of  a  divorce  of  bank  and 
State,  then  made  by  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Virginia  ? 
Nay,  that  they  refused  even  to  consider  the 
subject,  when  Mr.  Eobertson  moved  a  reference 
for  inquiry  concerning  it  ?  And  now  this,  the 
desperate  heresy  of  1835,  is  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine of  1837.  I  repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
union  of  bank  and  State ;  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
separation  of  bank  and  State,  if  these  words 
have  any  meaning  which  I  can  comprehend. 
I  would  have  the  Government  deal  with  citizens 
doing  business  under  the  style  and  firm  of  a 
bank,  as  with  other  citizens ;  employ  them,  on 
proper  terms,  so  long  as  they  are  honest  and 
true ;  otherwise,  not.  I  would  have  the  Gov- 
ernment do  with  its  deposits  just  as  I  do  with 
mine — selecting  a  suitable  depository,  and  each 
contracting  fairly  with  the  other  for  their 
mutual  advantage. 

StTB-TKBASmtlES. 

Admitting,  upon  such  facts,  which  the  Presi- 
dent perforce  does,  the  utility  of  the  credit 
system,  what  then  is  the  application  he  makes 
of  it  ?  Is  it  not  singular,  that  he  steps  at  once 
from  a  statement  of  the  value  of  the  credit 
system,  to  the  development  of  a  new  policy  of 
administration  directly  adverse  to  the  premises  ? 

Heretofore,  the  public  treasure  has  not  been 
in  the  very  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  deputy  of  his.  It  has 
been  deposited  in  bank,  to  be  drawn  out  only 
by  warrants,  countersigned,  registered,  and  re- 
corded, and  so  guarded  as  to  render  the  actual 
money  wholly  inaccessible  to  the  immediate 
agents  of  the  Treasury.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
bank  connections,  the  President  recommends 
that  this  public  money,  instead  of  being  kept 
on  deposit  in  bank,  shall,  for  greater  safety,  be 
kept  in  the  pockets,  chests,  or  vaults,  of  collec- 
tors, receivers-general,  sub-treasurers,  or  some 
other  denomination  of  agents  of  the  Treasury. 
Such,  in  plain  terms,  is  the  scheme. 

OOMPAEATIVE   SaFETT. 

If  the  clerks  of  a  great  merchant,  or  other 
person  using  a  great  deal  of  money,  were  to 
make  a  similar  proposal  to  their  employer,  that 
is,  a  proposal  that  large  sums  of  cash  of  his  on 
hand  should  be  kept  in  their  pockets,  or  chests, 
instead  of  being  deposited  in  bank,  he  would 
have  good  reason  to  suspect  their  honesty ;  but 
if  the  employer  himself  were  to  propose  the 
plan  to  his  clerks,  and  propose  it  as  a  plan  of 
peculiar  safety,  they  would  be  sure  he  had 
lost  his  senses. 

But,  demands  the  President,  are  bank  vaults 


any  stronger  than  Treasury  vaults — are  bank 
agents  any  honester  than  Treasury  agents  ? 

In  reply,  1st.  Individuals  may  abscond  with 
the  public  money  in  their  pockets ;  but  a  bank 
corporation  cannot.  Abra  est  inventus  is  a 
pretty  frequent  entry  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  Department  against  the  names  of 
individuals  intrusted  with  public  money ;  but 
I  never  heard  of  such  an  entry  against  the 
name  of  a  deposit  bank. 

2d.  There  is  great  difierence  between  the 
case  of  money  passing  at  once  through  the 
hands  of  a  man,  and  that  of  money  kept  for  an 
indefinite  period  in  his  actual  custody;  es- 
pecially when  there  is  a  stream  of  it  continu- 
ally coming  in,  and  he  can  pay  over  out  of  the 
new  receipts,  so  as  to  conceal  for  a  long  time  a 
past  defalcation. 

3d.  A  depositor  is  not  dependent  on  the 
strength  of  a  bank  vault,  or  the  honesty  of 
bank  officers.  He  has  the  bank,  that  is,  the 
stockholders,  for  security.  If  the  bank  vault 
is  robbed,  or  the  bank  officers  commit  a  fraud, 
the  depositor  does  not  bear  the  loss ;  the  bank 
bears  it.  But  if  the  Government  vaults  be 
robbed,  or  its  agents  embezzle  the  money  in- 
trusted to  them,  the  deposit  is  gone,  it  is  abso- 
lutely lost  to  the  Government.  When  the 
Government  deposits  in  bank,  it  has  all  the 
security  of  moral  honesty,  strong  vaults,  and 
penal  bonds  or  laws,  (for  bank  officers  are 
usually  under  bond  and  are  indictable  for  mal- 
feasance,) which  it  possibly  can  have,  with  sub- 
treasuries  ;  and  it  has  the  additional,  and  much 
greater  security,  of  the  stock  and  stockholders 
of  the  deposit  bank. 

4th.  There  is  greater  supervision  in  banks, 
with  directors  and  stockholders  always  on  the 
spot,  vigilant  over  their  personal  interest,  and 
having  careful  arrangements  of  inspection; 
none  of  which  things  could  by  any  possibility 
be,  to  the  same  degree,  attainable  in  the  sub- 
Treasury  scheme. 

The  teue  Issue. 

And  the  question  for  the  people  now  to  de- 
cide is,  whether  their  Government  is  to  be 
active  in  the  perpetration  of  mischief  only? 
Potent  as  it  is  for  evil,  shall  it  be  suffisred  to 
make  itself  utterly  impotent  for  good  ?  Shall 
it,  in  the  hour  of  public  distress  and  peril, 
coward-like,  slink  into  a  corner,  in  wilful  neglect 
and  abandonment  of  its  public  duty  ?  Shall  it 
stand  upon  its  safe  elevation,  and  halloo  on  to 
mischief  all  the  furies  of  rapine  and  disorder, 
which  the  evil  times  have  drawn  forth  from 
their  lurking-places,  refusing  meanwhile  to  stir 
a  step  itself  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
the  country,  amid  the  disasters  which  its  own 
misrule  has  brought  upon  us  ? 

Doubtless  it  is  true,  as  the  President  suggests, 
that  the  country  will,  in  time,  recover  itself.  It 
has  elastic  and  recuperative  energies  within  it, 
which  no  power  on  earth  can  subdue.  Our 
forests  and  our  fields, — our  oceans,  lakes,  and 
rivers, — our  enterprise,  industry,  and  intelli- 
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gence, —  our  free  institutions, —  the  favor  of 
Providence  whicli  has  never  forsaken  us, — 
these  are  elements  of  greatness  and  prosperity, 
which  baiBe  and  defy  all  the  errors  and  faults 
of  misgovernment.  But  is  it  any  apology  for 
your  striking  off  my  arm,  that  its  bones  and 
muscles  are  endowed  with  a  natural  power  to 
knit  together  again,  and  regain  their  pristine 
health  and  strength?  Doubtless,  the  country 
will  recover  itself;  but,  if  the  recommendations 
of  the  Message  are  to  be  enforced,  it  has  got  to 
recover,  not  only  without  aid  from  the  Federal 
Government,  but  in  spite  of  the  Government. 

Will  the  people  sanction  such  a  doctrine? 
In  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Message, 
the  President  reminds  us  that  we  are  fresh 
from  the  people,  that  we  know  their  embarrass- 
ments, and  the  relief  they  need.  We  do  so. 
We  have  submitted  this  question  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  the  people.  We  cheerfully  abide 
their  decision.  We  tell  you,  that  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Rhode 
Island,  Maine,  have  pronounced  judgment  on 
the  administration.  I  congratulate  Maine, 
especially,  on  her  emancipation  from  the  thral- 
dom of  degrading  assentation  to  every  caprice 
of  the  Executive,  to  which  her  own  peculiar 
interests  have  so  long  been  sacrificed.  We 
hail  the  auspicious  omen  of  the  bright  star  in 
the  East.  Maine  has  rung  the  knell  of  radi- 
«calism.  Well  may  she  hold  up  to  the  eye  of 
her  sister  States  the  Dieigo  in  her  escutcheon. 
The  people  have  spoken  out,  and  in  a  voice  of 
thunder,  which  should  be  re-echoed  by  their 
Representatives  in  this  Hall,  until  it  penetrate 
into  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  White  House. 
And  if  the  assembled  Representatives  of  the 
nation  do  nothing  else  for  the  public  good  in 
this  emergency, — if  all  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Executive  are  to  be  exerted  as  a  drag 
on  the  wheels  of  legislation,  to  preclude  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  of  general  relief, — 
this  at  least  we  may  and  we  will  do ;  we  may 
and  we  will  enter  up  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
against  the  conduct  now  pursued,  and  the  pur- 
poses professed,  by  this  administration. 

[The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Fill- 
more, Martin,  Johnson  of  Md.,  Keed,  Sergeant,  Mer- 
cer, Rencher,  Taylor,  and  Bond.] 


Tuesday,  September  26. 
Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  question  on  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr,  Piokbns,  was  then  taken ; 

Strike  out  the  words  "  till  further  provision 
by  law,"  and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January, 
1839." 

Rejected— yeas  65,  nays  not  counted. 

Tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  biU, 
without  amendment,  to  the  House. 


Wednesday,  September  27. 
Mississippi  .Election. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report   of   the  Committee   on    Elections, 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  2oth 
Congress,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats." 

The  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  above  resolution. 

Mr.  Matey  contended  that,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  to  pre- 
scribe the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
their  elections.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  had  made  it  their  specific  duty  to  do  so, 
and  if  they  refused  or  neglected  to  exercise 
the  power  conferred  upon  them,  it  was  for  Con- 
gress to  exercise  it.  It  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor,  he  argued,  to  determine  upon 
the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elec- 
tions; and  even  if  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi had  conferred  this  power  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor, he  could  not  have  exercised  it  legally, 
because  it  would  have  been  in  contravention 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  [He 
then  went  into  a  critical  examination  of  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  says:  "When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  Executive 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  such  vacancies,"  and  of  the  definition  of 
the  word  "happen,"  to  show  that  the  vacancy 
which  had  occurred  by  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  the  two  representatives  from  Missis- 
sippi on  the  third  of  March  last,  was  not  such 
a  vacancy  as  that  contemplated  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  when  they  inserted  the 
above  clause.]  The  above  clause,  in  his  opinion, 
only  referred  to  the  contingency  of  a  vacancy 
happening  by  the  death,  resignation,  or  other 
inability,  of  a  member  from  a  State,  and  did 
not  refer  to  the  case  of  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  service  of  representatives. 

He  contended,  also,  that  argument  as  to  time 
would  not  lie,  because  the  Governor  of  Missis- 
sippi could  not  have  assembled  the  Legislature 
and  had  an  election  held  in  time  enough  in  the 
legal  and  proper  mode.  He  next  referred  to 
cases  that  he  considered  cases  in  point,  which 
had  occurred  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
where  seats  became  vacant  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  Senators,  and  where  the  Gov- 
ernor had  filled  such  vacancies ;  and  showed 
that  two  decisions  had  been  had  by  the  Senate, 
where  it  refused  to  permit  such  Senators  so 
appointed  to  qualify  and  take  their  scats,  he- 
cause  they  declared  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  had  no  power  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment, where  the  regular  term  of  the 
member  had  expired. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  word  "  Be^olved,^'  and  inserting 
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"  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, not  being  duly  elected  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  are  not  entitled  to 
seats  on  this  floor  as  such." 

Mr.  Pennybackeb  said  :  I,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Mauet,)  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Elections.  The  rela- 
tion which  I  bear  to  the  report  of  the  majority 
has  caused  me  to  rise.  It  is  due  to  myself,  due 
to  the  majority,  and  perhaps  due  to  the  House, 
to  explain  the  reasons  which  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  come  to  their  conclusion.  In  doing 
so,  sir,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simply  these  : 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were  members 
of  the  24th  Congress ;  their  term  of  office 
expired  with  that  Congress :  this  came  to  pass 
on  the  3d  of  March  last.  By  the  law  of  Mis- 
sissippi, her  general  elections  are  directed  to 
be  held  in  the  month  of  November,  biennially. 
The  coming  November  will  be  the  time  at 
which  her  general  elections  would  have  taken 
place,  under  ordinary  circumstances.  But,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  having  issued 
his  proclamation  convening  Congress  on  the 
first  of  this  month,  it  was  seen  by  the  executive 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  that,  unless  the 
elections  were  sooner  brought  on,  the  State  of 
Mississippi  would  be  unrepresented  in  the  extra 
session.  To  prevent  this,  he  issued  his  writs, 
commanding  the  sherifis  to  hold  an  election,  in 
July  last,  for  two  representatives,  to  serve, 
however,  until  the  first  Monday  in  November 
next,  when,  it  was  supposed,  their  successors 
could  be  regularly  chosen.  The  writs  were 
executed,  and  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne 
were  returned  as  elected. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  a  question  has 
arisen :  are  these  gentlemen  entitled  to  their 
seats  ?  and  if  so,  for  what  period  of  time  ? 

First.  Are  the  gentlemen  entitled  to  their 
seats  ? 

This  brings  us  immediately  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  clause  in  the  constitution  read  by 
the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Mauet,)  and  which  is  in 
these  words :  "  "When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  executive 
authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  such  vacancies."  From  this  clause  the 
executive  of  Mississippi  claimed  his  authority 
to  issue  his  writs :  under  this  clause  the  mem- 
bers elect  insist  upon  their  seats.  We  are 
bound,  therefore,  to  ascertain  its  meaning. 

Its  language  is :  "  "When  vacancies  happen," 
&o.  Here  at  the  threshold,  the  inquiry  arises, 
had  vacancies  happened  when  the  writs  were 
issued  ?  That  vacancies  existed  cannot  be 
denied.  The  thing  of  itself  was  nearly  self- 
evident.  Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  he  could 
make  it  any  plainer ;  nevertheless,  he  would 
attempt  to  do  so.  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  various  offices  are  created.  Those 
of  President,  Vice  President,  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Senator  in  Congress,  and 
Eepresentative   in    Congress  are  among   the 


number.  By  the  same  instrument,  also,  the 
tenures  of  those  offices  are  fixed  and  estab- 
lished. Those  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, "being  four  years ;  that  of  Judge,  during 
good  behavior;  that  of  Senator,  subject  to 
classification,  six  years ;  and  that  of  Eepresent- 
ative two  years.  Though  the  terms  of  the 
oflSces  may  expire,  the  offices  themselves  re- 
main with  the  constitution.  Now  the  terms 
of  office  for  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne,  as 
members  of  the  24th  Congress,  expired  with 
that  Congress  :  this  came  to  pass  on  the  3d  of 
March  last.  On  the  4th  of  March,  then,  their 
offices  were  vacant.  So  they  continued  until 
after  the  writs  were  issued. 

Having  established  this  position,  Mr.  P.  would 
proceed. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Mauet,) 
though  vacancies  existed,  they  had  not  hap- 
pened ;  that  he  had  examined  tlie  dictionary 
for  the  meaning  of  the  term,  and  found  its 
meaning  not  to  apply ;  that  it  was  only  applied 
to  cases  of  casualty ;  that  it  would  be  absurd 
to  say  the  sun  happened  to  rise,  the  tides  hap- 
pened to  fiow,  &c. ;  that  there  was  nothing 
fortuitous  in  these  events,  they  were  foreseen, 
foreknown,  and  must  occur :  so  with  a  vacancy 
by  efflux  of  time ;  and  that  the  obvious  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution  was,  vacancies  occurring 
by  death,  ifcc.  To  this  Mr.  P.  could  not  sub- 
scribe. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  term  chance 
more  exactly  represented  the  gentleman's  mean- 
ing. The  constitution  did  not  read  "  when 
vacancies  chance  to  happen,"  but  its  terms  were 
"  when  vacancies  happen,"  &c.  He,  like  the 
gentleman,  had  looked  into  authority.  He  had 
found  one  exactly  in  point.  From  it  he  learned 
(to  use  a  figure)  that  to  happen  was  a  genus, 
whilst  to  chance  was  a  species ;  that  the  one 
included  the  other,  but  not  vice  versa.  Mr.  P. 
then  read  from  Crabb's  Synonymes  (a  book 
from  the  library)  the  following :  "  To  happen 
(that  is,  to  fall  out  by  a  hap)  is  to  chance  as 
the  genus  to  the  species,  whatever  chances 
happens,  but  not  vice  iieraa.  Happen  respects 
all  events,  without  including  any  collateral 
idea ;  chance  comprehends,  likewise,  the  idea 
of  the  cause  and  order  of  the  events.  "What- 
ever comes  to  pass  happens,  whether  regularly 
in  the  course  of  events,  or  particularly,  and 
out  of  order ;  whatever  chances  happens  alto- 
gether without  concert,  intention,  and  often 
without  relation  to  any  other  thing.  The  news- 
papers contain  an  account  of  all  that  happens 
in  the  course  of  the  week."  Now,  (said  Mr. 
P.,)  whilst  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  character  of 
a  critic,  and  will  not  arrogate  to  myself  any 
great  degree  of  learning,  I  will  say,  upon  the 
authority  I  have  just  read,  that  the  risingof 
the  sun  may  be  well  said  to  happen ;  the  going 
down  of  the  same  may  be  said  to  happen ;  the 
flowing  of  the  tides  may  be  said  to  happen; 
eclipses  happen ;  and  that  vacancies,  occurring 
by  the  efflux  of  time,  may  be  said  to  happen. 
And  why,  sir?  Because  they  all  come  to 
pass. 
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Then,  from  the  language  of  the  clause,  the 
executive  of  Mississippi  had  authority  for  his 
writs. 

Mr.  Maubt  made  a  few  additional  remarks 
in  explanation  of  the  position  he  had  taken. 

Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  "  hill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit 
with  the  States,"  reported  last  night,  with- 
out amendment,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said :  The  hill  immediately  under 
consideration  is  to  withhold  from  the  States  up- 
wards of  $9,000,000,  which  was  directed  to  he 
paid  to  them  on  the  1st  Octohor  approaching, 
and  this,  too,  without  any  notice  to  the  States. 
The  deposit  hill  of  June,  1836,  distributing 
$37,000,000  amongst  the  several  States,  pro- 
vides that  in  the  event  that  any  portion  of  said 
deposits  should  he  required  for  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  withdraw  it  "  in 
sums  not  exceeding  $10,000,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  no- 
tice of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of 
$20,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  required ;  " 
thus  protecting  the  States  against  a  too  sudden 
or  heavy  draft,  by  which  they  might  be  in- 
convenienced. This  bill  proposes,  without  such 
notice,  to  withhold  from  them  from  $800,000 
to  one  and  a  half  millions,  according  to  the 
amount  to  which  each  might  be  entitled.  Prom 
Maryland,  for  instance,  upwards  of  $300,000 ; 
from  Pennsylvania  near  $1,000,000 ;  South 
Carolina  near  $400,000  ;  New  York  near  one 
million  and  a  half,  and  the  other  States  in  pro- 
portion. Are  there  no  other  means  by  which 
the  Treasury  may  be  replenished  than  resort- 
ing to  the  sum  pledged  to  be  paid  to  the  States 
on  the  1st  October,  and  which  has  in  many  in- 
stances been  anticipated  in  advance?  This 
deposit  with  the  States  has  been  variously  ap- 
propriated. By  some  of  them  loaned  out  at 
interest ;  by  others  applied  to  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement;  and  by  some  to  the  pur- 
poses of  education ;  the  withholding  of  which, 
as  proposed,  must  necessarily  affect,  more  or 
less,  those  several  interests. 

Should  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pioebns)  be  adopted,  it 
will  render  much  less  objectionable  the  bill, 
because  that  fixes  the  period  when  the  nine 
millions  shall  be  paid  to  the  States,  and  takes 
from  the  Executive  the  power  of  withdrawing 
it  at  his  will.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams,)  would  make  the  bill  still 
more  acceptable,  because  in  it  the  means  are 
provided  by  which  the  payment  is  guaranteed 
to  the  States.  But,  sir,  pass  the  bill,  and  you 
still  have  to  raise,  by  loan,  Treasury  notes  or 
other  means  to  an  additional  amount.-  The  es- 
timate by  the  friends  of  the  administration 
makes  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  of  from  12 
to  10  millions  to  be  supplied.  The  nine  millions 
withhold  from  the  States  will  not  answer  your 


demands ;  and  if  you  have  to  resort  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  raising  money  as  you  propose  by 
your  Treasury  note  bill,  why  not  issue  notes  to 
the  full  amount  ? 

By  this  means  you  supply  the  demand  upon 
the  Treasury,  without  sacrifice  to  the  States ; 
and  the  principle  is  the  same,  whether  you 
raise  ten  or  twenty  millions. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  prepared 
by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Phillips,) 
and  which,  it  was  to  be  regretted,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
which  points  out  the  means  by  which  the  de- 
mand upon  the  Treasury  may  be  met  without 
the  withdrawal  of  the  nine  millions  from  the 
States,  and  without  an  additional  tax  upon  the 
people.  He  hoped,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  the  House  might  have  the  benefit  of  his 
suggestions. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  is  the  Government 
thus  situated  ?  Why  is  there  a  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury?  Why  is  it  that  Congress  is 
called  to  remedy  the  embarrassments  under 
which  the  country  is  suffering  ? 

I  know  that  the  response  to  these  inquiries 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration  is,  that  it 
is  attributable  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
— to  the  State  banks — to  overtrading  by  mer- 
chants— to  extravagant  speculations.  If  such 
be  the  facts,  who  is  responsiole  for  all  these 
causes  ? 

In  1828  the  country  was  prosperous,  the  cur- 
rency sound,  bank  issues  within  proper  limits, 
and  confidence  between  man  and  man.  Prom 
that  period  to  the  present  time,  the  country 
has  been  under  the  dominion  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son. Congress  has  been  under  his  control,  and 
his  will  the  law  of  the  land.  Which  of  his 
friends  here  present,  in  either  House,  have  ever 
dared  to  raise  their  voice  against  his  will  ?  He 
undertook  to  re-organize  the  Government — to 
put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — to 
give  to  the  country  a  sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency— to  establish  a  metallic  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  make  the  people  prosperous  and 
happy.  And  now,  after  eight  years  of  uninter- 
rupted experiments,  with  all  the  departments 
of  the  Government  under  his  control,  with  the 
exercise  of  a  power  which  was  never  wielded 
in  any  country  except  a  despotic  one,  his  suc- 
cessor, in  almost  the  first  act  of  his  administra- 
tion, is  compelled  to  convoke  Congress  to 
remedy  the  evils  which  he  has  inflicted  upon 
the  country. 

But,  sir.  Congress  cannot,  by  their  acts  alone, 
place  the  country  where  it  was  ten  years  since. 
They  may,  by  persevering  in  the  late  experi- 
ments, divide  the  responsibility  of  those  ruinous 
measures  with  the  Executive,  but  they  cannot 
remedy  them  without  retracing  their  steps. 
Go  back  to  1834;  replace  the  public  money 
where  the  law  directed  it  should  be  kept ;  re- 
store the  constitution  to  its  original  purity  by 
obeying  its  injunctions;  repeal  your  Treasury 
circular,  which  was  issued  contrary  to  the  al- 
most unanimous  consent  of  the  Kepresentatives 
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of  the  people ;  listen  to  the  voice  which  has 
spoken,  in  no  doubtful  language,  from  Indiana 
to  Maine  ;  attempt  no  more  experiments  upon 
the  currency :  do  this,  and  confidence  may  he 
restored ;  but  do  not  aggravate  the  sufferings 
of  the  people  by  contrasting  their  miserable 
currency  with  the  golden  bribe  tendered  to 
their  representatives. 

Sir,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that  while,  on  the 
1st  January,  1837,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  $37,468,859  97  surplus  over 
all  the  demands  of  the  Government,  and  which 
was  by  law  directed  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  different  States,  now  we  are  told  there  will 
be  a  deficiency  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ?  And  whilst  the  people  are 
parentally  advised  to  deny  themselves  many  of 
their  accustomed  comforts,  and  to  economize 
their  own  expenditures,  not  one  efibrt  is  made 
to  curtail  the  expenses  of  the  Government, 
which  have  risen  up  in  eight  years  from  thir- 
teen to  thirty-two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  proposition  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  interests  of  the  Government  from  that  of 
the  people — to  establish  for  the  one  a  sound, 
uniform  metallic  currency,  and  for  the  other 
such  paper  as  is  denounced  to  be  perfectly 
valueless.  This  new  experiment  has  already 
commenced,  and  a  discrimination  is  to  be  made 
between  diiferent  classes  of  Government  credi- 
tors. I  cannot  more  clearly  show  the  rank  in- 
justice, and,  I  might  add,  cruelty,  practised  by 
the  Government  in  relation  to  this  discrimina- 
tion, than  by  stating  a  fact  which  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  on  Saturday.  An  old  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  worn  down  by  years  and  arduous 
duties  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  who  is 
entitled  to  a  pension  in  consequence  of  those 
services  from  his  Government,  presented,  as 
usual,  his  claim  at  the  proper  department.  A 
check  or  certificate  was  given  for  the  amount, 
and,  although  he  entreated  to  have  a  few  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  his  post  office  account, 
he  could  not  obtain  a  single  dollar.  To  what 
reflections  are  we  brought  by  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this?  The  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, heads  of  Departments,  and  various  other 
officers  of  the  Government,  receive  and  send 
their  papers,  packages,  and  letters  to  and  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  free  of  postage. 
Their  frank  saves  them  from  oppression  here. 
Amongst  them,  with  few  exceptions,  gold  and 
silver  can  be  dispensed  with  except  at  the  post 
office ;  and  they  being  thus  protected,  still  are 
tendered  gold  and  silver,  before  it  is  asked  for. 
And  yet  a  poor  old  soldier,  who  is  as  much  a 
creditor  of  the  Government  for  his  pension,  as 
a  member  of  Congress  is  for  his  mileage  or  per 
diem,  cannot  obtain  as  much  of  the  precious 
metal  as  will  enable  him  to  buy  from  the  post 
office  his  long-expected  letter,  perhaps  from  his 
children  or  grand-children,  whom  he  may  never 
see  again.  Sir,  the  old  soldier,  with  a  check 
for  sixty  dollars  in  his  pocket,  paid  for  his  ser- 


vices, cannot  obtain  from  his  Government 
money  enough  to  pay  for  his  letter,  or  credit 
at  the  post  oifice  to  enable  him  to  obtain  it. 
And  yet  members  of  Congress  and  office-hold- 
ers daily  receive  their  golden  reward  for  ad- 
hering to  these  experiments. 

Mr.  Menefbe,  of  Kentucky,  said:  Among 
the  numerous  objections  to  this  bill,  it  may,  not 
without  reason,  be  urged,  as  it  has  been,  that 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
directing  certain  money,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  transferred  to  the  several 
States,  on  their  complying  with  the  prescribed 
terms,  bears  the  character  of  a  legislative  con- 
tract, from  the  obligations  of  which  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  rightfully  discharge  itself,  by 
such  an  interference  with  its  provisions  as  the 
bill  under  consideration  proposes.  The  act 
carried  with  it  certain  propositions  to  the 
States,  which  they  accepted,  respecting  the 
public  money.  Its  mere  custody,  if  nothing 
more  was  intended,  undoubtedly  involved  both 
expense  and  responsibility,  independently  of 
the  express  and  formal  stipulations  to  restore  it 
when  demanded  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
act.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  States  have 
failed,  in  the  smallest  particular,  to  observe  the 
requisitions  of  the  act,  as  far  as  transfers  have 
already  been  made ;  nor  is  their  readiness  or 
ability  to  comply,  with  respect  to  the  instal- 
ment yet  due,  at  all  questioned. 

It  is  perfectly  competent  to  a  Government  to 
create,  in  the  form  of  laws,  contracts  binding 
upon  it.  The  practice  often  occurs.  All  our 
acts  of  incorporation  are  instances  of  this  kind 
of  legislation. 

If,  then,  the  act  of  1836  be,  as  it  is  represent- 
ed and  insisted  on,  a  contract — and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  distinguish  it  from  a 
contract— the  objection  to  the  bill,  for  that 
cause  alone,  is  altogether  sufficient.  If  a  con- 
tract, it  must  be  fulfilled.  This  Government 
cannot  escape  from  the  obligations  it  imposes, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  other  contracting 
party — the  States.  The  violation,  by  Congress, 
of  such  a  contract,  could  not,  I  know,  be  re- 
dressed by  a  resort  to  the  judicial  tribunals. 
Yet  the  imputation  of  tyranny  and  perfidy 
would  justly  await  such  a  violation.  A  posi- 
tion which  no  one  supposes  an  American  Con- 
gress capable  of  occupying. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  rest  my  opposition  to  this 
bill  exclusively,  or  even  mainly,  on  the  ground 
of  a  supposed  violation  of  contract  involved  in 
it.  This  I  deem  a  narrow  view  of  the  matter. 
I  place  it  on  higher  and  more  commanding 
reasons — on  the  true  nature  and  spirit  of  the 
act ;  not  as  evinced  by  its  language  or  its  form, 
but  by  the  principles  in  which  it  was  conceived, 
the  ends  it  aimed  at,  and  the  whole  context  of 
circumstances  which  attended  its  enactment. 

What,  sir,  I  ask,  are  the  nature  and  spirit 
of  that  act  ?  It  is  attempted  to  bo  maintained 
that  it  was  merely  intended  as  a  measure  of 
finance;  that  the  public  money  was  to  be 
transferred,  for  the  advantage  of  thd  Treasury 
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of  the  United  States,  to  tlie  State  Treasuries, 
there  to  be  held  on  deposit  strictly — not  con- 
templating the  use  of  it,  by  the  States,  for  their 
own  benefit,  even  temporarily.  In  other 
words,  that  the  States  were,  as  such,  substan- 
tially converted,  by  that  act,  into  so  many 
agents  and  instruments  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 
Under  this  pretension,  the  use  of  the  money, 
by  the  States,  even  for  the  shortest  periods,  or 
to  the  least  extent,  was  wholly  forbidden ;  for, 
if  Congress  could  authorize  the  use  of  it,  by  the 
States,  without  interest  or  equivalent,  for  an  in- 
definite time,  they  might,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  with  equal  propriety,  wholly  relin- 
quish it  to  the  States ;  the  constitutional  power 
to  do  which,  the  advocates  of  this  construction 
deny. 

No,  sir,  (said  he,)  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June 
was  no  financial  expedient.  It  is  more  impos- 
ing. It  is  the  ofl'spring  of  considerations  ten- 
derly afiecting  the  federal  constitution,  and  the 
purity  of  its  administration. 

By  a  course  of  federal  legislation,  whether 
constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  ivise  or  un- 
wise, is  of  no  moment  here,  a  large  revenue 
had  accumulated  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  Large,  however,  as  this  surplus 
was,  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  its  mere  cus- 
tody by  the  Government  was  iinpraoticable,  or 
even  difficult.  Its  full  competency  to  this  end 
was  never  questioned.  Yet,  from  the  earliest 
period  of  this  accumulation,  it  was  universally 
regarded  with  an  eye,  not  only  of  distrust  and 
apprehension,  but  of  absolute  abhorrence.  It 
was  viewed  as  the  dread  fountain  from  which 
were  destined  to  flow  extravagance  in  the 
federal  expenditures,  augmentation  of  Executive 
power,  and  all  else  that  was  hostile  to  the  con- 
stitution and  dangerous  to  public  liberty.  Nor, 
sir,  was  it  viewed  in  any  false  light.  No  fear 
was  entertained  that  was  not  just ;  no  abhor- 
rence felt  that  the  frightful  visage  of  the  evil 
did  not  fully  warrant.  The  worst  predictions 
of  its  pernicious  influences  fast  ripened  into 
fulfllment.  Government  extravagance,  impel- 
led by  this  surplus,  progressed  without  check, 
and  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  to  the  point  not 
only  of  profusion,  but  of  profiigacy  verging  on 
actual  corruption.  Executive  power,  already 
expanded  to  its  fuUest  constitutional  dimen- 
sions, seated  on  this  same  surplus,  and  wielded 
by  a  popular  hand,  wrenched  from  its  co-ordi- 
nate departments  every  check,  and  demolished 
every  balance  designed  for  its  restraint.  Under 
an  abused,  if  not  unconstitutional,  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  the  independence  of  public 
officers,  so  necessary  to  a  pure  administration, 
broken  down  to  the  basest  servility,  and  the 
whole  corps  transformed  from  servants  of  the 
people  and  officers  of  the  law  into  an  army  of 
mercenaries,  obedient  to  Executive  command, 
no  matter  what  commanding.  The  Senate — 
prostrated,  utterly.  The  Judiciary — contemn- 
ed, defied,  and  principles  advanced  openly  by 
the  Executive  abolishing  every  vestige  of  re- 
straint through  that  department.    Congress — a 


seducing  patronage  perpetually  playing  upon 
it ;  the  veto  lightly  and  capriciously  hurled  at 
it ;  the  practice  of  withholding  bills ,  insulting 
and  defrauding  it ;  the  purse  violently  wrested 
from  it ;  the  regulation  of  the  currency  usurp- 
ed; its  spirit  broken;  and  at  last,  subjugated 
and  outstretched  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive. 
The  people — deceived,  despised,  most  grievously 
distressed.  Their  most  highly  favored  meas- 
ures— the  bank  bill,  the  land  bill,  the  currency 
bill,  successively  perishing  under  the  veto,  or 
that  other  more  terrible  power.  Their  curren- 
cy— in  rags,  torn  asunder  by  the  hand  that  had 
snatched  it  from  Congress. 

The  principle  of  preserving  the  surplus  for 
•the  States,  first  acquired  form  and  consistency 
in  the  land  hill  of  Mr.  Clay.  That  measure 
from  its  first  conception  was  dear  to  the  people 
and  dear  to  their  representatives.  It  received 
majorities  in  Congress  seldom,  if  ever,  com- 
manded by  so  grave  a  measure ;  and  it  might 
have  been  reasonably  supposed  that  such  ma- 
jorities, backed  by  the  almost  undivided  voice 
of  the  nation,  would  have  insured  its  success. 
Yet,  sir,  it  perished — under  the  frown  of  one 
man.  Not  by  the  veto,  but  that  more  detesta- 
ble engine  of  withholding  bills.  Its  fate  was 
calamitous  to  the  country,  and  the  calamity  was 
aggravated  by  the  general  conviction  that  it 
was  induced  by  no  constitutional  objection 
really  existing  in  the  breast  of  the  Executive, 
but  by  the  relentless  hatred  he  bore  the  author 
of  the  measure,  and  an  insuperable  repugnance 
to  do  or  permit  any  thing  tending  to  advance 
his  fame. 

The  determination  of  the  country  to  relieve 
the  Government  of  this  malady  did  not,  how- 
ever, perish  with  that  hill.  It  survived  and 
flourished.  It  presented  itself  next  in  the  form 
of  the  deposit  hill  of  the  Senate,  in  the  spring 
of  1836,  proposing  to  transfer  the  surplus  to 
the  States,  upon  the  execution  to  the  General 
Government  of  certificates  of  deposit  bearing 
an  interest,  and  negotiable  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  That  hill  found  its  way  to  this 
House,  and  finally  grew  into  the  act  of  the  23d 
of  June,  1836. 

This,  sir,  is  a  concise  view  of  the  history  of 
that  act,  and  of  the  principles  which  lie  at  its 
foundation.  That  history  and  those  principles, 
I  think,  prove — the  debates  upon  it,  the  gen- 
eral understanding  of  the  country,  every  thing 
that  attended  its  passage,  all  that  could  charac- 
terize such  a  proceeding,  its  contemporaneous 
exposition  drawnfrom  every  source — manifestly 
prove,  that  this  transfer  of  money  to  the  States 
was  but  colorably  a  deposit,  having  been  meant, 
in  fact,  as  distribution.  Upon  its  constitution- 
ality, as  an  act  of  distribution,  some,  I  know, 
expressed  doubts ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed 
it.  We  have,  therefore,  their  authority  for  as- 
serting, that  it  involved  distribution.  The_ va- 
rious hues  it  assumed  between  its  first  germina- 
tion in  the  land  bill,  and  its  maturity,  arose 
from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  its  friends  to  mould 
it  to  the  views  and  constitutional  opinions  of 
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those  who  favored  the  prmciple  of  distribu- 
tion, hut  hesitated  upon  the  mode  of  effecting 
it.  Sir,  that  great  act  experienced  much  tribu- 
lation in  struggling  into  life.  The  organs  of  the 
Executive,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  de- 
nounced it — reviled  it — warred  against  it  in 
every  shape,  by  all  means,  and  without  quarter. 
Their  puljlished  speeches,  now  before  me, 
breathe  the  utmost  violence  towards  it.  It  is 
notorious  that  it  experienced  the  frowns  of  the 
Executive ;  for  even  in  the  third  generation,  it 
labored,  in  his  eye,  Tinder  the  curse  which  he 
had  pronounced  on  its  forefather,  the  land  bill. 
And  when  at  last,  after  passing  \>j  most  strik- 
ing majorities,  it  was  presented  to  the  Execu- 
tive, a  reluctant  signature  was  wrung  from  him. 
He  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  constitution, 
approve  the  bill.  He  barely  tolerated  its  pas- 
sage, the  first  and  last  instance,  during  his  ad- 
ministration, of  his  yielding,  even  in  his  ca- 
prices, to  the  will  of  Congress  or  of  the  people ! 
He  repented  signing  the  bill  the  moment  after 
he  had  done  it.  His  spirit  of  unbridled  rule 
construed  it  into  an  act  of  Executive  humilia- 
tion ;  to  soothe  which,  he  followed  the  act  of 
signing  the  bill  with  an  extraordinary  annun- 
ciation, through  the  official  paper,  of  his  deter- 
mination to  publish  to  the  world  the  secret 
necessity  which  had  forced  it  upon  him.  His 
growling  and  ill-suppressed  wrath  pursued  the 
measure  ever  after. 

What  action,  by  the  States,  ensued  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law  ?  In  their  reception  of  their 
respective  proportions  of  the  surplus,  none  of 
them  either  viewed  or  treated  it  as  a  deposit 
merely ;  though,  for  the  sake  of  the  appear- 
ances which  the  act  had  been  compelled  to  as- 
sume, they,  too,  observed  the  forms  prescribed 
by  it.  The  general  policy  adopted  by  them, 
respecting  the  application  of  the  surplus,  was 
the  same.  In  the  West,  in  particular,  as  in  all 
new  countries,  a  great  demand  existed  for  capi- 
tal, the  want  of  which  repressed  their  enter- 
prise, and  stifled  the  development  of  the  bound- 
less resources  profusely  scattered  around  them. 
This  act  was  hailed  as  measurably  supplying 
that  capital.  Their  Legislatures,  previously 
limited  to  the  means  afforded  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, felt  freed  from  their  former  restraints,  and 
at  once  launched  into  a  bold  and  incautious 
policy.  Popular  instruction  and  internal  im- 
provement were  the  predominating  objects  of 
their  regard.  The  whole  energy  of  their  legis- 
lation was  bent  towards  laying,  deep  and  broad, 
the  foundations  of  that  policy ;  and  the  systems 
devised  for  the  purpose  became  intimately  con- 
nected with  every  ramification  of  business. 
They,  in  many  instances,  were  connected  with 
the  local  banks  by  an  investment  of  the  sur- 
plus in  capital ;  through  the  banks,  with  the 
trading  and  mercantile  interests ;  and  ultimate- 
ly with  all  classes. 

Taking  Into  view  this  application  of  the  sur- 
plus by  the  States,  and  supposing  it  liable,  as 
contended  for,  to  be  recalled  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  it  not  plain 


that  the  act,  instead  of  abridging  Executive 
power,  as  was  intended,  must  greatly  augment 
it  ?  It  confers  upon  the  Executive  the  most 
dangerous  power  over  the  States — ^no  less  a 
power  than  that  of  direct  taxation  ;  for  to  that 
a  recall  of  the  surplus  must  lead ;  the  States 
having  no  other  expedient  to  sustain  the  inter- 
ests shown  thus  to  rest  upon  it. 

Even  admitting,  then,  that  Congress  may 
have  the  right  to  extort  from  the  States  the 
surplus  already  paid,  and  to  withhold  that  now 
due,  the  exercise  of  the  right  would  not  be 
warranted,  except  on  the  most  urgent  and  ir- 
resistible necessity. 

What,  sir,  is  that  necessity,  as  alleged  by  the 
President,  and  assumed  by  this  bill?  It  is, 
that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  un- 
able to  sustain  itself  in  its  embarrassments, 
without  resorting  to  the  fourth  instalment  in- 
tended for  the  States,  amounting  to  $9,367,214,- 
98 ;  the  proportion  of  which  transferable  to 
Kentucky  being  nearly  half  a  million.  I  have 
looked,  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  inquiry,  into 
evidences  upon  which  this  alleged  financial 
necessity  rests ;  and  have  looked  in  vain.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, though  obviously  meant  to  magnify,  as  far 
as  possible,  our  financial  difficulties,  has,  I  think, 
utterly  failed  to  establish  it.  Information,  de- 
rived officially  from  that  department  since,  un- 
der resolutions  of  this  House,  still  further  weak- 
en the  attempt. 

Without  entering  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  plainly 
demonstrable,  that,  by  converting  into  cash 
(which  can  readily  be  done)  the  bonds  held  by 
the  Government  on  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  amounting  to  $7,946,356  16, 
besides  interest,  means  may  be  commanded 
fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
without  violating  the  act  of  1836. 

Tlie  proposition  to  withhold  this  surplus 
would  be  more  tolerable,  if  it  were  intended  to 
prevent  the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt ; 
my  aversion  to  which,  if  any  thing  could,  might 
induce  me  to  support  it.  But  it  intends  no 
such  thing.  The  President  bodly  announces  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  the  starting 
purpose  of  fixing  upon  them  a  new  public  debt 
— not  in  a  direct  form,  but  under  the  insidious 
disguise  of  Treasury  notes.  The  employment 
of  these  notes  is,  in  the  end,  more  pernicious 
than  any  other  expedient  of  finance  that  could 
be  adopted.  Under  its  cover  a  public  debt 
steals  upon  the  nation  by  degrees,  impercepti- 
ble to  the  people ;  and  the  first  signal  of  ap- 
proaching danger  is,  depreciated  Government 
paper,  and  public  credit  prostrated,  with  im- 
pending burdens  and  taxation  in  the  rear. 

Mr.  PoTTEB  said  :  If  I  comprehend  the  fiscal 
situation  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  there  would  not,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  be  sufficient  available  funds  in  the 
Department  to  pay  the  amount  transferable  to 
the  States,  by  the  deposit  act,  by  one  third. 
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Congress  must,  in  that  event,  provide  the  funds, 
to  enable  the  Treasury  to  malie  the  deposit 
with  the  States;  and,  when  that  sum  is  provid- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  year,  unless  further  pro- 
vision is  made,  the  Treasury  would  be  empty, 
and  the  operations  of  Government  suspended. 
Not  a  dollar  would  he  left  to  supply  the  mint, 
to  meet  contingencies,  or  the  current  expenses. 
Under  this  state  of  the  Treasury,  the  question 
is  presented.  Is  the  nation  bound  by  contract, 
express  or  implied,  to  deposit  these  nine  mil- 
lions with  the  States  ?  If  she  is,  a  high  sense 
of  duty  imperatively  commands  a  fulfilment  of 
the  bargain.  Nay,  if  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged,  so  that  it  would  be  dishonorable  to 
make  a  temporary  postponement  of  the  deposit, 
the  pledge  must  be  redeemed.  That  the  de- 
posit act  created  no  obligatory  compact  with 
the  States  seems  clear.  The  act  of  1836  had 
two  objects  in  view  :  list,  to  secure  a  safe  depos- 
itory for  keeping  the  public  money,  under  speci- 
fic regulations  by  law.  2d.  A  large  surplus 
had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  not  immedi- 
ately wanted  for  the  exigencies  of  the  nation. 
It  was  to  be  so  deposited,  as,  in  the  interim,  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  13th 
section,  after  a  reservation  of  five  millions  from 
the  surplus,  directed  the  remainder  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  States.  What  were  the  States 
to  receive?  The  surplus  remaining  in  the 
Treasury.  If  none  remained,  the  proposed  de- 
posit never  could  be  made.  The  measure 
would,  in  that  result,  have  had  no  operation. 
This  act  did  not,  nor  could  it,  prevent  Oon- 
gre.ss,  after,  its  passage,  and  before  the  1st  of 
January,  from  appropriating  part,  or  the  whole 
amount  in  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  its 
security  and  prosperity.  A  new  era  existed  in 
the  financial  situation  of  the  country.  The  na- 
tional debt  was  extinguished — the  Treasury 
overflowing.  A  rapid  reduction  of  the  revenue 
would  have  prostrated  great  and  Important  in- 
terests, built  upon  the  faith  of  previous  legisla- 
tion. What  was  to  be  done  with  the  money  ? 
Objections  of  a  serious  nature  arose  to  almost 
every  plan  proposed  for  its  disposition.  At 
last,  the  mode  of  making  the  States  the  deposi- 
tory was  agreed  upon.  They  were  "  to  keep  it 
safely,  and  repay  it  whenever  required  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury." 
Do  these  terms  partake  of  the  character  of  a 
contract?  Are  they  not  the  mere  expression 
of  a  deposit  for  safe-keeping?  No  mutual 
equivalent  exists;  no  quid  pro  quo,  which  con- 
stitutes the  essence  of  a  contract ;  no  consider- 
ation on  which  an  obligation  can  be  founded. 
At  what  time  was  the  contract  consummated? 
At  the  passage  of  the  act,  at  the  period  of  legis- 
lative action  by  the  several  States,  or  on  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  ascertaining  the  amount 
for  distribution?  The  act  was  passed  on  the 
supposition  that  a  surplus  would,  on  a  given 
day,  be  found  in  the  Treasury.  If  the  Secre- 
tary had  ascertained  that  no  surplus  .was  there, 
at  the  period  fixed,  what  claim  would  the  States 


have  had  on  the  nation  to  raise  a  surplus,  and 
what  amount  of  surplus  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  satisfy  that  claim  ?  What  an  extraordi- 
nary and  dangerous  state  of  affairs  is  presented, 
if  the  time  of  deposit  is  not  postponed — the 
United  States  laying,  and  collecting  taxes,  or 
borrowing  money,  to  deposit,  when  collected, 
with  the  States  I  In  my  judgment,  no  power  is 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  Congress  to  draw 
money  from  the  people  for  any  such  purpose. 
To  deposit  money  for  safe-keeping,  is  not  to 
pay  a  debt,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  "  the  com- 
mon defence."  If  constitutional,  its  fatal  and 
blighting  operation  upon  our  institutions  might 
well  be  feared.  To  teach  the  State  sovereign- 
ties to  look  up  to  the  National  Government  as 
the  great  reservoir  to  supply  them  means  of 
support,  instead  of  a  reliance  upon  the  people, 
would  inevitably  destroy  their  independence, 
and  introduce  a  system  of  extravagance  and 
corruption  which  would  speedily  produce  the 
ruin  of  the  republic.  The  deposit  act  was  a 
temporary  expedient  to  meet  an  extraordinary 
crisis  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  The 
causes  which  gave  it  birth  no  longer  exist. 
Postpone  its  operation  until  a  similar  occasion 
arises ;  then,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  let  the  surplus  be  deposited  with  the  States. 
This  will  be  doing  justice  to  them,  and  redeem- 
ing honorably  and  fairly  the  hopes  excited  by 
the  passage  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  was  in  no  sense  prepared 
to  discuss  this  bill;  and  were  it  not  that  he 
alone  of  the  opposition  voted,  the  vote  was 
proverbially  43  democrats  and  Wise!  against 
the  distribution  bill — distribution  bill  it  was ; 
and  was  there  not  a  seeming  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  vote  he  then  gave  and  the  one  he 
now  should  give  against  this  measure,  he  would 
remain  silent.  But  (said  Mr.  W.)  I  am  pecu- 
liarly situated,  and  must  explain  my  position. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  under  the  law  of  1836 ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  I  voted  against  the  law  to  create 
that  instalment,  I  must  explain. 

What  a  change  has  "come  over  the  spirit 
of  our  dream!  "  Sir,  this  all  does  seem  like  a 
dream  to  me.  But  yesterday — as  it  were,  last 
week — we  were  debating  and  deliberating  upon 
the  great  and  solemn  question.  What  shall  be 
done  with  our  immense  surplus  revenue  ?  We 
were  told  by  the  President,  by  the  party,  by 
the  press,  that  the  nation  was  in  a  state  of  the 
most  exuberant  prosperity ;  that  the  Treasury 
was  overfiowing  with  milhons,  and  countless 
streams  of  revenue  were  still  pouring  in  from 
customs  and  from  lands.  We  saw  one  of  the 
strongest  friends  of  the  administration  in  the 
Senate  (Mr.  Bentost)  proposing  bills  of  appro- 
priation for  the  most  extended  works  of  extrav- 
agant expenditure,  and  providing  for  the  most 
magnificent  outlay  of  a  splendid  Government. 
In  two  sessions  of  Congress  we  saw  more  than 
eighty  millions  appropriated  by  law,  and  we 
saw  an  opposition,  jealous  of  Executive  power, 
striving  to  curtail  Executive  patronage  by  put- 
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ting  a  nominal  surplus  of  more  than  thirty-seven 
millions  out  of  the  Executive  hand?  All  this 
■was  but  a  year  past — in  June,  1836 ;  and  a  year 
in  the  existence  of  a  Government  is  but  a  day. 
"What  hear  we,  what  see  we  now?  What  do 
we  hear  and  see  in  September,  1837?  Sii',  we 
are  now  called  together,  at  an  unusual  time, 
under  the  most  extraordinary  emergencies,  by 
an  official  proclamation  of  distress  —  distress 
among  the  people,  and  distress  in  the  affairs  of 
Government  I  What  are  the  recommendations 
of  the  President  ?  What  are  the  propositions 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  Yes- 
terday, sir,  yesterday  there  were  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations 
for  1836,  thirty-seven  millions  and  a  half  of 
surplus,  five  millions  reserve  for  contingencies, 
sixty  millions  or  more  in  the  Treasury ;  and 
now,  sir,  though  the  States  have  been  paid  but 
three  instalments,  though  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  fifteen  millions  have  been  suspended, 
we  are  told  that  the  Treasury  is  bankrupt! 
Sir,  look  at  the  bills  on  your  table.  After 
all  this  prosperity,  so  soon  after  all  this  richness 
and  superfluity  of  means,  of  a  sadden  we  see  a 
bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  be  paid 
the  States ;  a  bill  to  issue  ten  millions  of  incon- 
vertible Treasury  notes;  a  bill  of  bankruptcy 
proposed;  a  series  of  acts,  like  fishing  nets, 
put  out  to  draw  in  your  small  remnants  of  re- 
sources to  replenish  our  exhausted  coffers;  a 
series  of  measures  to  rake  together  the  small 
change  of  Government,  which  lies  scattered  in 
the  places  where  the  bulk  of  our  treasures  were 
supposed  to  be!  How  came  this  change? 
What  means  this  immense  and  sudden  vicissi- 
tude? What  has  produced  this  scene  of  loss 
and  ruin  and  confusion?  Sir,  it  may  surprise 
some,  it  does  not  surprise  me.  It  is  exactly  as 
I  always  thought  it  would  be — it  was  all  hum- 
bug. You  never  had  the  money  ;  it  was  a  de- 
lusion ;  the  people  were  deceived  and  imposed 
upon.  One  reason  why  the  Government  op- 
posed the  deposit  act  was  because  it  was  sure, 
in  the  end,  to  expose  the  fact  that  we  had  all 
along  been  toppling  on  the  giddy  height  of  a 
delusive  and  false  prosperity,  ever  verging  upon 
an  overwhelming  catastrophe ! 

The  catastrophe  has  come  and  overwhelmed 
us ;  we  are  now  bankrupt,  and  we  are  asked  to 
take  back  this  gift  we  made  to  the  States  in  the 
moment  of  our  delusion  and  folly ;  to  postpone 
the  fourth  instalment  until  further  provision  by 
law.  I  will  not  vote  to  do  it.  I  will  vote 
against  this  bill  for  the  same  reason,  the  very 
same  reason  I  voted  against  the  deposit  act  itself. 

This  bill  is,  as  was  that,  in  fraud  of  legisla- 
tion. I  will  say  it  boldly,  that  every  word 
said  by  the  young  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Menefee)  is  true.  That  act  was  a  distri- 
bution bill,  not  a  deposit  act,  and  so  understood 
by  most  who  voted  for  it.  It  was  openly  advo- 
cated as  a  distribution  bill,  and  opposed  by  me 
on  this  floor  as  a  distribution  bill.  By  the 
leaders,  at  least,  of  parties,  it  was  never  intend- 
ed as  any  thing  else  than  as  a  distribution  bill. 


and  they  never  expected  that  a  dollar  deposited 
with  the  States  would  ever  be  returned  to  the 
General  Government,  it  was  a  disguised  meas- 
ure, and  therefore  I  opposed  it.  It  said  one 
thing,  and  meant  another ;  it  was  a  deposit 
bill  on  its  face,  and  a  distribution  bill  in  the  in- 
tention of  its  legislators. 

It  is  true  the  great  question  was,  What  shall 
be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue  ?  It  was  a 
great  source  of  corruption ;  most  of  the  oppo- 
sition feared  that  so  great  a  money  power  left 
with  a  corrupt  Executive  would  enslave  us; 
the  plans  to  dispose  of  it  were  numerous,  almost 
infinite ;  there  was  a  great  and  irreconcilable 
diversity  of  opinion  among  most  of  us;  the 
land  bill  had  failed.  It  was  at  such  a  moment 
when  I,  as  well  as  many  others,  began  to  he 
willing  to  dispose  of  it  in  almost  any  way,  to 
take  it  from  the  hands  of  power  and  its  para- 
sites— hands  which  seemed  to  grasp  it  with  an 
iron  hold — it  was  then,  I  say,  I  saw  that  truly 
gallant  and  great  man,  who  is  always  wide 
awake,  and  always  knows  when  to  strike  for 
his  policy,  who  has  always  been  consistent  and 
constant  in  one  line  of  policy,  Henet  Clat, 
who,  if  he  be  the  father  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, has  ever  supported  it  with  a  master  hand. 
I  saw  him  convert  the  word  distribution  into 
deposit,  and  the  public  money  into  the  public 
lands.  I  saw  him  bring  forth  that  deposit  act, 
and  though  oft  baffleij,  though  comparatively 
weak  in  the  numbers  of  his  party,  clearly  in  a 
minority,  yet  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  him ; 
he  will  be  felt,  will  be  heard.  I  saw  him  carry 
his  measure,  in  spite  of  all,  successfully,  tri- 
umphantly !  He  carried  the  substitute  for  his 
land  hill  in  a  way  most  surprising  to  me.  I 
saw  the  State  rights  men,  of  the  strongest 
calibre,  carried  along  with  him,  and  aiding  in 
the  support  and  success  of  the  distribution  hiU. 

Sir,  I  regarded  that  bill  as  the  very  acme  of 
the  American  system.  I  was  astonished  to  see 
how  the  strait-jacket  politicians  were  caught 
by  it.  Every  effort  was  made  to  obtain  my 
vote  for  it;  some  of  my  State  rights  friends 
endeavored  most  strenuously  to  prevail  on  me 
not  to  vote  against  it.  No,  I  told  them  they 
were  exceeding  the  most  ultra-latitudinarians ; 
I  could  not  vote  for  it ;  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

What  have  been  the  consequences  of  passing 
that  bill  ?  The  States  of  the  Union  have  taken 
the  money  as  their  own.  They  have  taken  it 
just  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  told  the 
deposit  banks  to  take  what  was  deposited  with 
them  as  their  own — for  loan,  for  use,  for  trade, 
for  commerce.  They  have  appropriated,  used, 
and  expended  what  has  been  given  them,  and 
have  entirely  anticipated  the  amount  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  yet  to  be  paid  them. 

The  proposition  for  this  measure  came  from 
no  State  in  the  Union.  You  gratuitously  pass- 
ed a  law  giving  them  this  money;  and  you 
have,  by  your  own  action  here,  unsought  and 
uncalled  for,  induced  them  to  incur  large  ex- 
penditures and  heavy  contracts.    If  you  have 
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not  made  strictly  a  contract  with  them,  you 
have,  wisely  or  unwisely,  caused  them  to  make 
contracts  with  others.  Your  gratuitous  prom- 
ises have  caused  thetii  to  enter  into  solemn 
obligations,  which  they  must  keep  in  good  faith, 
though  you  fail  to  keep  your  faith  and  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The 
case  is  submitted  to  me  as  a  chancellor.  A 
father  promises  to  advance  his  son ;  the  son,  on 
the  faith  of  the  promise,  makes  a  purchase. 
Shall  the  father  not  comply  ?  Yes,  sir,  so  saith 
equity ;  and  so  I  say.  I  will  not  put  the  States, 
by  my  vole,  to  the  least  inconvenience,  even  on 
account  of  promises  gratuitously  made  by  the 
General  Government,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
the  States  have  proceeded  to  act  or  contract. 
Although  I  do  not  consider  this  a  contract  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  States,  yet, 
sir,  I  am  for  decreeing,  under  the  circumstances, 
for  the  States  to  take  the  money. 

I  have  said  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to 
postpone,  because  it  is  just  like  the  hill  it  means 
in  part  to  repeal.  It  provides  that  the  fourth 
instalment  shall  be  postponed  until  further  pro- 
vision by  law.  Now,  sir,  does  any  gentleman 
who  will  vote  for  this  bill  intend  that  the 
States  shall  ever  receive  or  be  paid  this  fourth 
instalment?  No,  he  does  not.  By  the  word 
''postpone,"  you  mean  the  word  "repeal." 
You  either  mean  to  repeal,  or  you  do  not.  If 
you  do,  why  not  say  soi?  Why  say  one  thing 
and  mean  another?  If  the  bill  means  to  re- 
peal, it  means  to  do  so  fraudulently,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  vote  for  it.  If  it  means  what  it 
says,  to  postpone  until  further  provision  by 
law,  it  means  still  further  to  pledge  the  faith 
of  this  Government  to  distribute  this  portion 
of  the  fourth  instalment — a  measure  to  which 
I  was  always  opposed,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
vote  for  it  in  either  aspect.  If  you  have  never 
before  committed  yourselves  to  pay  this  money, 
you  will  have  done  so  by  this  bill.  Do  you  not 
plight  the  faith  of  the  nation  hereafter  to  dis- 
tribute this  amount  ?  Postpone  is  not  the  right 
word  for  a  measure  of  repeal ;  and  to  postpone 
until  further  provision  by  law,  is  to  say  you 
will  at  some  time  do  what  I  was  never  willing 
should  be  done  at  any  time. 

But  I  have  other  objections.  This  hill  is  in 
aid  of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  and  it  tends 
to  put  the  State  banks  , which  hold  the  balance 
of  surplus  revenue,  into  the  power  of  an  ad- 
ministration whose  policy  is  to  discredit  and  to 
destroy  them. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  those  who  call  themselves 
Conservatives,  especially,  how  they  can  vote  for 
a  bill  which  everybody  understands  as  a  part 
of  an  entire  system  of  warfare  against  the  local 
institutions  of  the  country  ?  Every  bill  on 
your  table  tends  to  this  one  great  point ;  to 
make  all  banks  odious  and  insolvent ;  to  put  the 
screws  upon  them,  and  to  check  them  up  with 
the  reins  and  stiff-bits  of  Government.  These 
bills  are  all  mere  precursors  of  a  Treasury 
bank,  which  can  only  be  made  tolerable  ia  the 


public  mind  by  making  every  other  sort  of 
bank  intolerable.  Credit  must  be  destroyed  to 
destroy  the  credit  system.  Is  not  this  plain  ? 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  this  locofoco  administra- 
tion is  courting  the  people  and  taunting  the  op- 
position to  force  npon  it  either  a  national  bank 
or  a  Treasury  bank?  What  is  a  Treasury 
bank,  but  a  national,  a  United  States  bank,  in 
its  really  odious  form  ?  Have  we  not  the  clear- 
est evidence  that  an  unrelenting  war  is  com- 
menced against  the  State  banks — Jackson  ducet 
Has  not  the  "  Greatest  and  Best "  denounced 
them  even  with  more  venom  than  he  ever  de- 
nounced the  great  monster  and  Old  Nick  him- 
self? Has  he  not  denounced  the  local  bank 
system  of  deposit  as  the  most  base  and  perfidi- 
ous? And,  sir,  if  any  link  in  the  chain  is 
stronger  than  another  to  bind  the  local  banks 
to  the  car  of  the  Federal  Executive,  it  is  this 
hill.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Chambees)  has,  by  a  very  able  speech,  relieved 
me  from  the  trouble  of  demonstrating  this. 
But  he  will  not  publish  his  speeches,  though  he 
delivers  among  the  ablest  we  hear  in  Congress. 
I  require  of  him  to  publish  that  speech,  and  I 
here  rebuke  him  for  not  publishing  others.  He 
has  demonstrated,  sir,  that  this  bill  wiU  call  on 
the  banks,  and  the  banks  will  call  on  the  peo- 
ple, for  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  specie. 
The  banks  are  to  be  made  to  groan  and  call  out 
in  their  distress  upon  the  Executive  for  relief 
Sir,  I  should  think  we  would  all  remember 
other  evidences  of  enmity  from  a  certain  quar- 
ter to  the  local  banks :  the  evidence  has  not  all 
been  published.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Cambheleng,)  we 
are  told  by  the  newspapers,  wrote  to  a  friend 
in  Albany  that  they  then  had  the  banks  "  on 
the  hip."  Now,  sir,  that  is  an  old  Virginian 
phrase  in  wrestling,  and  I  tell  the  Conserva- 
tives that  if  they  do  not  "mind  their  eyes," 
the  deposit  and  local  banks  will  all  be  "  cross- 
hoppled  "  and  laid  flat  on  their  backs ! 

[Mr.  Cambeblesg  here  interposed,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  was  glad  his 
letter  had  been  alluded  to,  and  that  he  was 
thus  afforded  an  opportunity  to  publish  it.  He 
said  a  copy  was  at  the  service  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  he  would  he  happy  if  the 
gentleman  would  publish  it.] 

Mr.  Wise  continued.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  certain  of  the  contents  of  that  letter.  I 
will  not  say  it  will  be  found  to  contain  the  ex- 
pression "  we  have  'em  on  the  hip,"  but  I  will 
risk  its  publication.  Where  there  was  so  much 
smoke,  there  must  have  been  some  fire.  It 
made,  as  it  was  said,  Governor  Marcy  mad, 
and,  at  all  events,  will  be  found,  I  expect,  to 
exult  highly  in  the  probable  triumph  of  loco- 
foco principles  and  events  over  sound  credit 
and  currency. 

[Mr.  Cambrkleng.  If  he  had  thought  there 
was  any  thing  worthy  of  publication  in  the 
letter,  he  would  have  published  it.  Governor 
Marcy  condemned  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
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ments.  But  I  never  went  so  far  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts ;  why  don't  you  wage 
war  on  him  ?] 

Mr.  Wise.  Sir,  I  mean  the  Flagg  letter. 
Let  there  he  no  tricks — give  me  the  real  letter. 
I'll  puhlish  it,  and  rislc  the  advantage  the  gen- 
tleman has  of  furnishing  me  with  whatever 
letter  he  pleases.*  If  it  be  not  found  to  contain 
the  old  Virginia  wrestling  phrase,  I  think  it 
will  be  found  to  declare  war,  relentless  and 
savage,  against  the  local  hanks.  Kow,  be  it 
distinctly  understood  that  I  am  no  advocate  of 
the  deposit  banks,  or  the  State  bauks  generally. 
I  opposed  the  deposit  pet  bank  system  as  ineffi- 
cient and  corrupt.  I  have  been  engaged  the 
last  two  years  in  exposing  its  vices.  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  choose  between  the  pet  bank 
system  and  the  sub-Treasury.  I  am  a  friend  to 
neither,  and  I  shall  oppose  both ;  but  I  cannot 
consent  to  aid  the  Executive  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  waging  an  exterminating  war 
against  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
Union.  I  deprecate  an  alliance  of  State 
banks  with  this  central  power,  no  more  than  I 
do  an  executive  war  upon  them.  The  rights  of 
the  States  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  States  are  too  intimately  blended  with  these 
institutions  for  me  to  consent,  either  that  they 
shall  be  corrupted  and  used  for  political  pur- 
poses, or  be  prostrated  and  crushed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  They  now  have  ceased  to 
be  "pets."  Some  gentlemen  seem  goaded  by 
that  appellation  of  them  now,  and  I  am  not 
willing  that  they  shall  become  victims,  like  al- 
most all  our  institutions,  to  be  sacrificed  at  the 
shrine  of  an  overweening  federal  power,  which 
now,  more  than  ever,  darkens  the  land.  The 
funds  now  In  the  deposit  banks  are  not  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States.  The  hanks  are  not 
to  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  their  creators,  hut 
they  are  to  he  ground  down  by  the  tender 
mercies  of  this  administration,  which  brought 
them  to  the  very  condition  which  is  now  cal- 
culated to  render  them  odious,  and  to  furnish 
the  pretext  for  oppressing  them  and  their  debt- 
ors. "Whose  interest  is  it  now  to  show  that 
they  have  been  "  base  and  perfidious  2  "  Sir,  I 
wish  that  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Gar- 
land) was  here.  I  would  remonstrate  with 
him,  as  a  true  conservative,  against  his  remarks 


*  The  letter  was  produced  by  Mr,  Cambreleng,  and  read 
aa  follows : 

"  New  Toek,  3/ay  10, 183T. 

"Mt  dbae  sir:  I  havo  just  learned  tnat  some  of  our 
friends  (I  heard  the  Bank  Commissioners  named)  were  to 
go  to  Albany  this  afternoon,  to  cet  the  Legislature  to  suspend 
or  repeal  that  part  of  our  bank  law  relating  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments.  Such  a  measure,  it  seems  to  me, 
would  be  bad  in  every  point  of  view.  The  bank  party  have 
Inflicted  upon  themselves  as  a  party  a  fatal  blow,  and  have 
established  a  commercial  precedent,  which,  if  sanctioned  in 
any  manner  by  the  Legislature,  will  lead  to  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments  at  the  commencement  of  every  pressure, 
which  would  be  very  different  in  its  effects  from  that  which 
has  now  occurred,  after  credit,  prices,  banking,  and  every 
kind  of  trade  are  reduced  so  low  that  our  city  bank  paper 
and  specie  are  nearly  on  a  par  for  all  the  purposes  of  trac^. 
"  Very  truly  yours, 

„.„„  „  "C,  C,  CAMBEELENG. 

"A.  0.  Flaoo,  Esq." 


in  favor  of  this  bill.  This  is  not  a  conservative, 
but  a  locofoco — a  destructive  measure.  Sir, 
we  are  told  that  the  funds  in  the  deposit  hanks 
are  not  available.  If  they  are  not  available  to 
the  General  Government,  they  may  be  available 
to  the  States.  And,  if  not  available,  why 
should  they  he  withheld  from  the  States  when 
they  cannot  avail  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  ? 
The  local  banks  can  pay  the  States,  whilst  they 
cannot  pay  the  General  Government.  The 
States,  wherein  they  are  located,  will  take  their 
notes.  "With  their  local  currency  they  can  pay 
the  laborers  on  the  works  for  which  they  have 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  this  deposit. 

Truly,  truly,  it  may  be  said,  sir,  that  the  evil 
which  General  Jackson  did  lives  after  him.  He 
was  the  most  fortunate  man  that  God  ever  per- 
mitted to  riot  in  success,  and  to  triumph  over 
much  that  was  good!  He  warred  without 
ceasing  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
he  rendered  it  an  odious  monster,  and  killed  it 
in  the  confidence  of  men ;  yet  all  the  time  that 
he  was  in  power,  and  wielding  that  power 
against  that  institution,  it  was  fructifying  the 
nation,  sustaining  exchange,  maintaining  credit, 
a  sound  currency,  regulating,  in  a  measure,  ex- 
cessive bank  issues,  meting  out  to  labor  its 
reward,  insuring  confidence  in  trade,  keeping 
prices  steady  and  advancing,  and  in  every  way 
warding  off  the  evil  day  until  after  General 
Jackson's  term  of  office  expired.  His  monster 
lived  to  keep  him  and  his  power  and  popularity 
alive,  until  it  was  too  late  to  rebuke  him  for 
the  mischiefs  we  now  endure.  It  gave  us  a 
seeming  prosperity  which  was  all  ascribed  to 
General  Jackson,  and  verily  his  enemy  was 
made  to  praise  him.  Sir,  it  was  the  most  signal 
instance  of  good  fortune  in  his  whole  life,  that 
the  bank  continued  in  existence  until  within  one 
year  of  the  expiration  of  his  reign,  and  that 
the  effects  of  its  death  could  not  be  felt  until 
one  year  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
one  day  after  his  political  career  ceased !  It 
was  wonderful  the  coincidence  of  events.  No 
one  thought  that  disorder  would  so  soon  ar- 
rive ;  it  waited  not  a  moment  after  Jackson 
ceased  to  be  President.  You  may  look  through 
his  whole  life,  I  say — to  the  cock-pit,  the  horse- 
race scenes,  to  his  hair-breadth  'scapes  in  war, 
and  to  his  glorious  victories — and  not  find  a 
parallel  instance  of  good  luck  with  this.  We 
were  told  that  the  bank  would  fall  like  the  oak 
in  the  forest,  crushing  every  tender  shrub  in 
reach  of  its  giant  trunk  and  branches.  Not  so ; 
it  died,  like  a  good  man,  quietly,  and  almost  in 
silent  prayer.  The  earth  shook  not  at  its  fall ; 
and  yet  in  one  year  from  that  event  the  credit 
of  the  Government  and  the  trade  of  the  people 
are  crushed.  Sir,  when  it  died,  the  arterial 
blood  dried  up ;  its  bills  of  exchange,  which  it 
kept  at  the  lowest  rate  in  market,  were  that 
blood;  it  circulated  in  the  great  arteries  be- 
tween the  exporting  and  importing  points,  be- 
tween north-east  and  south-west,  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  The  bank  was  your  importing 
and  exporting  agent ;  the  artery  of  internal  ex- 
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change  was  cut,  and  the  nation  now  lies  bleed- 
ing to  death  1     None  of  this  happened,  because 
it  could  not,  until  after  Jackson  ceased  to  reign. 
Now,  oh  !  ye,  the  people,  contrast  the  "  last  an- 
nual Message  of  the  chief,  and  his  farewell 
address,"  with  the  first  extraordinary  Message 
of  his  successor !    Sir,  the  administration  either 
knew  of  all  these  results  which  we  have  wit- 
nessed, so  ruinous  and  disastrous,  or  they  did 
not.     They  may  take  which  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma they  choose.    If  they  did  not  see  the 
operation  of  causes  and  the  coming  of  events 
almost  touching  their  noses — events  which  were 
predicted  for  years ;  events  which  have  follow- 
ed so  suddenly  upon  their  boasts  of  prosperity ; 
upon  times  when  the  administration  party  was 
for  voting  away  millions  for  every  species  of 
extravagance ;    upon  times  when,  instead   of 
withholding  appropriations,  they  were  making 
the  most  numerous  and  extensive  Government 
contracts,   contracting    away    millions    in    a 
month  ; — I  will  not  be  harsh ;  I  will  not  say  if 
they  did  not  know  and  did  not  consider,  they 
must  have  been  fools ;  or,  if  they  saw  and  knew 
what  was  coming,  and  they  did  not  warn  the 
people,  they  must  be  knaves.     A  friend,  the 
other  day,  said  he  would  put  both  horns  upon 
them,  and  make  the  beast  complete !     I  will  not 
say  they  must  be  both  knaves  and  fools ;  but  I 
do  say  there  has  been  most  shameful,  wilful, 
blind,  and  gross  mismanagement,  and  mal-ad- 
ministration ;  and  if  there  be  no  hope  of  re- 
form, all  hope  of  preserving  the  Government 
and  its  freedom  and  purity  must  cease !     Their 
great  panacea,  their  deposit  bank  system,  has 
signally,  wofully  failed.     It  was  recommended 
and  defended  but  yesterday  as  the  best  substi- 
tute for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  it  was 
to  supply  exchange,  and  perform  every  finan- 
cial and  commercial  function ;  and  we  have 
seen,  in  a  day,  in  what  it  has  resulted.     They 
now  recommend    another  sovereign  remedy, 
another  king-cure-all,  a  sub-Treasury  system. 
Are  they  to  be  confided  in?    Are  they  and 
their  plan  not  to  be  distrusted  ?     Are  the  peo- 
ple not  sick  of  experiments  ?     But,  sir,  this  part 
of  the  discussion  I  must  reserve  for  the  time 
when    the    sub-Treasury   system    comes    up ; 
though  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  present- 
ed, in  good  faith,  to  the  decision  and  action  of 
this  House. 


Thursday,  September  28. 
Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  de- 
posits with  the  States." 

Mr.  OusHMAN  remarked  that  this  question  had 
long  been  very  considerably  and  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  he  believed,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  gentleman  of  the  House.  He  believed 
that  any  further  discussion  of  it  would  be  en- 
tirely useless,  and  the  House  was  worn  down 
with  the  debate.    Still,  he  confessed,  he  should 


be  very  happy  if  the  House  would  then  pass 
upon  the  several  amendments  submitted  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  further  delay.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  asking  whether  it  was  not  the  sense  of 
the  House  that  the  discussion  had  been  carried 
as  far  as  it  ought  to  be  ?  whether  the  subject 
had  not  been  fully  and  fairly  debated — suffi- 
ciently debated  ?  In  the  full  belief  that  it  had, 
it  was  his  intention  to  call  for  the  previous 
question ;  but  although  he  had  risen  for  that 
purpose,  he  would  make  this  proposition.  If  it 
meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  House 
to  close  the  debate,  I  should  be  willing  to  have 
the  vote  taken  upon  every  amendment,  and 
give  the  movers  of  them  an  opportunity  of  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  each.  For  the 
purpose,  however,  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  bring  this  discussion  to  a  close,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
seconded — yeas  107,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put  ? "  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  123, 
nays  102. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put. 

The  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  recurring — 

Mr.  Beiggs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cush- 
man,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kil- 
gore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  Robt.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel,  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parmenter,  Patfon,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
PetriUin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Eeilly,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Shaffer, 
Sheplor,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Tell— 119. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darling- 
ton, Dawson,  Davics,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Ehnore, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoflinan, 
Hopkins,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lin- 
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coin,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Martin,  Samson 
•  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Matthias  Morris,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  WilUams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— IIY. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Pickens,  having  voted  in  the  majority, 
moved  to  reconsider  the  above  vote ;  which 
motion  lies  over  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  notice  that  he  should  then  submit  Ms 
amendment. 


Feidat,  September  29. 
Fourth  Instalment  Bill. 

The  House  took  up  the  "  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  deposit  with  the  States." 
The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PiOKENS  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  it  had 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  last  night. 

Mr.  Pickens  said  it  was  not  his  desire  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  the  House  for  any  length 
of  time,  for  he  was  perfectly  certain  that  its 
patience  must  be  exhausted  by  the  discussion 
that  had  already  taken  place.  I  desire  (said 
he)  to  reconsider  the  vote,  because  every  gen- 
tleman must  be  aware  that,  under  the  peculiar 
and  technical  operations  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  majority  of  this  House  had  not  been 
brought  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 
Sir,  I  consider  the  amendment  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose,  as  important,  both  in  princi- 
ple and  in  policy.  I  desire  the  House  to  be 
brought  to  a  distinct  vote  upon  that  amend- 
ment, and  it  is  with  that  view  I  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  ordering  this  bill  to  a  third 
reading ;  and,  in  presenting  that,  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  reflect  upon  the  course  which  they  are 
disposed  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  provisions  of  that  act — the 
deposit  act  of  1836, 1  mean,  are  peculiar.  They 
give,  in  certain  contingencies,  power  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  back  the  three 
instalments  already  distributed,  under  certain 
limitations.  Sir,  it  is  a  power  which  you  your- 
self, by  the  very  act  which  you  deeire  to  enforce, 
by  refusing  to  pass  this  bill,  place  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  What  will 
he  the  result,  then,  of  defeating  this  bill  ?  Why, 
that  you  leave  it  a  claim  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  by  solemn  discussion  and  solemn  vote  re- 
jecting this  bill,  you  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  execute  the  deposit 
act  to  its  very  letter. 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition.  They  say 
the  Treasury  is  embarrassed ;  that  it  is  reduced, 
and  that  it  will  want  funds :  then  how  will  the 
deposit  act  be  executed  ?    Why,  the  iSecretary 


must,  of  necessity,  call  upon  the  States  for  the 
three  instalments  already  made.  But  suppose, 
as  gentlemen  say,  that  the  Treasury  is  full,  and 
that  there  are  ample  funds  in  its  hands.  If  this 
be  true,  what  a  spectacle  will  be  presented  to 
the  American  people  ?  Thafeyour  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  your  authorized  officer,  has  pre- 
sented a  set  of  statements  to  this  House  and  to 
the  country  which  are  utterly  false !  Can  any 
administration  stand  under  the  scorn  and  in- 
dignation this  would  produce  amongst  an  out- 
raged people,  when  Congress  meets  in  Decem- 
ber, and  finds  his  statements  a  thorough 
delusion !  But  I  doubt  it,  sir.  It  is  my  sincere 
impression  that  the  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
and  that  if  you  reject  the  bill  on  your  table, 
you  place  not  only  the  States  and  the  Treasuries 
of  the  States,  but  the  State  banks  also,  which 
gentlemen  wish  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  Now,  sir, 
I  put  this  to  gentlemen  :  are  they  prepared  to 
see  this  deposit  act  executed  to  its  letter,  and 
especially  under  the  existing  pressure?  Are 
they  prepared  to  pay  back  the  three  instal- 
ments ?  Under  this  specific  provision  of  that 
act,  I  know  the  course  the  Treasury  will  pursue 
— or,  at  least,  what  I  believe  it  will  pursue.  It 
is  this  :  That  it  will,  if  the  fourth  instalment  be 
paid  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  upon  the  States,  by  drawing  upon 
them  for  the  three  other  instalments  ;  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the 
Treasury  to  rely  upon  the  States  to  support 
and  sustain  the  General  Government.  This 
will  produce  more  pressure  than  will  be  pro- 
duced by  the  suspension  of  the  act  of  1886,  or 
than  could  possibly  be  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment.  Let  gentlemen  from  the 
West  look  at  this.  The  deposit  banks  of  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Indi- 
ana, and  Ohio  have,  at  this  time,  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  on  deposit  out  of  the  nine 
and  a  half  required  to  pay  the  fourth  instal- 
ment. What  will  be  the  result?  You  will 
compel  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
upon  those  banks  to  pay  up,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  execute  that  payment.  Look  at  Ohio,  hav- 
ing more  now  than  she  is  entitled  to  under  the 
fourth  payment.  Do  you  suppose  the  paper  of 
the  Ohio  banks,  though  perfectly  good  and  cur- 
rent in  that  State  between  man  and  man,  will 
be  received  at  par  in  Pennsylvania,  which  is  to 
draw  a  million  ?  Or  do  you  suppose  the  funds 
of  Alabama  banks  will  be  taken  by  Georgia  for 
her  instalment,  when  perhaps  they  are  from  ten 
to  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par  there,  and  then 
pledge  its  faith  to  refund — in  what  ?  in  specie, 
or  in  available  funds  equivalent  to  specie,  to 
this  Government?  Would  this  he  a  sound 
financial  operation  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  or 
would  her  Government  assent  to  it  ? 

Again,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  he  not  passed, 
what  will  be  another  result?  That  you  call 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enforce 
the  law,  or  distribute  the  fourth  instalment, 
and  where  are  the  means  you  put  in  his  ooa- 
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trol?  Do  you  not  see  that,  under  such  an 
operation,  you  inevitably  compel  him  to  execute 
the  law  to  the  letter,  and  that,  to  do  so,  he  must 
draw  contributions  from  the  States  to  distribute 
back  to  them  ?     Is  this  sound  policy  ? 

Now,  sir,  look*at  the  Treasury  note  bill. 
Will  it  relieve  the  Treasury  from  embarrass- 
ments ?  If  that  bill  should  pass  the  House  in 
its  present  form,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  pay- 
ing interest  on  its  notes,  what  will  be  the  re- 
sult ?  Why,  the  moment  you  throw  them  out, 
they  will  be  taken  up  by  capitalists,  as  the  very 
best  investment,  as  stock,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances. There  are,  at  this  time,  millions 
of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  banks, 
watching  the  operations  of  this  Government, 
and  ready  to  take  stock  in  a  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  such  an  institution  should  be  created. 
Yes,  sir ;  these  very  capitalists,  the  moment 
you  throw  out  your  ten  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest,  will  seize  upon  them, 
and,  instead  of  serving  for  a  circulation,  they 
will  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will  only  then 
afford  temporary  relief,  and  the  final  effect  will 
be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  create  a  debt. 
How  are  the  notes,  with  interest,  to  be  redeem- 
ed? By  taxation,  sir.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  incur  that  debt  ?  Now,  if  you  throw  into 
circulation  ten  millions  of  certificates,  receivable 
only  for  public  dues  not  bearing  interest — (but 
I  much  question  whether  you  will  ever  get  a 
majority  in  this  House  to  pass  such  a  bill  as 
that,  for  the  simple  fact  that,  the  moment  the 
Government  throws  into  circulation  such  bills 
as  that,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  excluded  to  that 
extent  from  circulation  in  the  South-west,  where 
they  have  been  at  five  and  ten  per  cent.) — I 
say,  if  you  throw  into  circulation  such  certifi- 
cates, their  circulation  would  spread  through 
the  country,  and  might  relieve  the  present  em- 
barrassment, and  could  be  redeemed  in  future 
dues.  But  there  is  an  interest  struggling  against 
this — ^the  banking  interest  of  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  some  gentlemen  suppose  the  notes 
I  have  referred  to  will  fall  below  par.  How 
can  that  be  ?  If  they  be  receivable  for  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  and  no  more  be  is- 
sued than-  enough  to  pay  those  revenues,  they 
will  be  above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and 
silver.  Nothing  can  depreciate  them  but  an 
issue  beyond  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  anditiseven  questionable  if  that  would. 
But,  sir,  can  we  pass  such  a  bill  as  that,  viz : 
without  interest,  and  throw  no  more  into  circu- 
lation than  the  amount  necessary  for  the  public 
dues  ?  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  this  House 
would. 

But  throw  out  $10,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
interest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  called  on  to  redeem  them,  or  they 
will  run  on  at  interest,  thus  creating  a  debt  in 
its  most  odious  and  objectionable  form.  Cap- 
italists in  stock  are  deeply  interested  in  such  an 
issue.  Whatever  this  Government  makes  re- 
ceivable in  dues,  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 


money,  and  such  a  circulation,  limited  to  the 
amount  of  expenditures,  would  be  equivalent 
to  gold  and  silver,  and  relieve  the  commercial 
community  in  collections  of  customs.  It  would, 
in  fact,  be  a  currency  resting  upon  the  credit 
of  Government.  And  this  is  all  the  Govern- 
ment could  do,  even  though  a  bank  endorse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  credit. 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat,  we  are  not  prepared  for 
the  state  of  things  that  will  ensue  upon  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill.  You  will  press  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  compel  him  to 
execute  that  fourth  instalment,  and  the  result 
will  inevitably  be  that  you  compel  this  Govern- 
ment to  create  a  debt,  which  debt  you  are 
bound  to  pay  in  the  revenues  of  the  country ; 
and  how  these  revenues  are  collected  we  all 
too  well  know. 

Who  receives  the  distribution  ?  Do  you  dis- 
tribute it  according  to  the  payment  of  taxes  ? 
Many  suppose  that  we  consume  according  to 
population,  and  pay  taxes  according  to  con- 
sumption. If  this  be  true,  we  do  not  receive 
our  proper  distribution,  for  two-fifths  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  our  population,  under  our  repre- 
sentation, will  be  excluded.  Are  gentlemen 
prepared  to  carry  out  this  system  permanently, 
or  create  a  debt  by  distributing  this  instM- 
mont? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  view  I  had  in  introducing 
the  amendment  was,  that  if  there  be  any  sur- 
plus remaining  in  1839,  then  let  it  be  deposit- 
ed ;  and  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  still  think, 
it  would  meet  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the 
House.  The  tendency  of  this  would  be  to  pro- 
duce economy  in  the  appropriations  for  next 
year,  under  the  hope  of  receiving  the  deposit 
then.  Upon  all  the  other  questions  presented 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  discursory  as  they 
were  in  their  character,  "  de  omnibus  rebm  et 
quibusdam  aliis,"  I  desire  to  reserve  myself  for 
the  great  bill — for  I  call  that  the  great  measure 
of  the  session — the  divorce  bill  I  mean.  That 
bill  I  hold  myself  prepared  to  defend,  and  I  fear 
no  consequences. 

[A  further  debate  now  took  place  in  which  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  Waddy  Thompson,  Gray  of  New  York, 
Loomis,  Touoey,  and  Lyon,  were  the  speakers ;  when,] 

Mr,  Cambeeleng  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried; and  the  main  question  being  on  recon- 
sideration— 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken — yeas  149, 
nays  81. 

So  the  House  resolved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Pickens  moved  his  amendment  to  limit 
the  postponement  to  the  1st  of  January,  1839. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which  were  or- 
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dered,  and  stood— yeas  101,  nays  132.  Nega- 
tived. 

Tne  question  being  on  Mr.  Hatnes'  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pickens, 

Mr.  Bell,  after  an  animated  speech,  submit- 
ted a  motion,  to  recommit  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  report 
the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  : 

"  That  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  re- 
quired to  be  deposited  with  the  States,  by  the  act  of 
the  23d  of  June,  1836,  be  postponed  until  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1840 ;  and  that  moneys  to  that 
amount,  now  in  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  other  public  officers,  in  any  of  the  deposit 
banks,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  same. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  1st  day  of  October  next,  to  pro- 
ceed to  tender  and  transfer  to  the  several  States  his 
drafts  or  orders  to  pay  their  respective  portions  of 
said  moneys ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
State,  which  may  be  willing  to  accept  such  drafts  or 
transfers  in  payment  of  its  proportion  of  said  instal- 
ment, according  to  the  terms  of  said  act  of  the  23d 
of  June,  1836,  to  receive  the  same ;  provided,  never- 
theless, that  any  bank  or  banks  upon  which  such 
transfers  or  drafts  shall  issue,  upon  the  condition  of 
paying  to  the  States  holding  the  same  interest  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  quarterly,  shall  be 
required  to  pay  the  principal  only  in  the  following 
instalments,  to  wit ;  one-third  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1838  ;  one-third  on  the  1st  of  October,  1839 ;  and 
the  remainder  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1840." 

Mr.  Oambkeleng  hoped  the  House  would 
reject  the  motion,  and  pass  the  bill  this  night. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit,  and  decided  in  th^  negative — yeas 
64,  nays  149. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PioKENS,  and  decided  in  the  afiBrm- 
ative — yeas  130,  nays  99. 

Mr.  Keed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (which  was  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading,)  which  were  ordered,  and 
were: 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Birne,  Bicknell,  Birdaall,  Borden,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bell, T.  J.  Carter,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Keily, 
Ehett,  Richardson,  Sawyer,  Sheifer,  Sheplor,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns  Vail, 
Vol.  xni.— 32 


Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell — 118. 
Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cusliing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  D^berry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  E.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode, 
J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
son, Lincoln,  A.  AV.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S. 
Mason,  Maxwell,  McKeunan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pat- 
terson, Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Eencher,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  WilUams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 106. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  EicE  Gaeland  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Tuesday  ■ 
next. 

Mr.  MoKiM  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 


Satuedat,  September  30. 
Treasury  Note  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Connok  in  the  chair,)  and  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  had  been  waiting  for  some 
who,  he  understood,  were  prepared  to  con- 
test the  constitutional  right  of  the  Senate  to 
send  to  the  House  a  bill  of  this  description.  It 
was  a  money  bill :  and,  by  the  constitution,  all 
such  bills  must  originate  in  the  House.  The 
proper  course  would  be,  first  to  take  a  vote  on 
that  question.  If  his  friend  from  Massachusetts 
was  desirous  of  addressing  the  House  on  that 
question,  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  proceed  with 
any  remarks  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  his  own  opinion  the 
matter  admitted  of  no  question  at  all.  If  ever 
there  was  a  money  bill,  this  was  one.  But  he 
should  make  no  motion,  because  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  if  he  did,  the  previous  question 
would  he  called,  and  the  motion  voted  down. 
If,  however,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Bell)  was  disposed  to  go  into  the  discussion, 
he  should  have  Mr.  A.'s  most  cordial  support. 
This  House  had  too  long  sufi'ered  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  to  dictate  to  it  every 
measure  relating  to  revenue.  For  the  last  five 
years  not  one  of  all  the  measures  of  that  char- 
acter had  originated  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  raise 
an  objection  of  this  kind :  the  House  had  re- 


498 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OF  R.] 


Treasury  Note  Bill. 


[September,  1837. 


ceived  the  bill,  and  referred  it ;  and  it  had  been 
reported  on.  If  such  an  objection  did  exist, 
this  was  not  the  place  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Wise  was  astonished  to  hear  such  lan- 
guage from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Did 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  at  every  step,  in 
any,  even  the  last  ^tage  of  a  bill,  when  it  had 
received  its  third  reading,  if  the  House  dis- 
covered a  constitutional  objection  to  lie  against 
its  passage,  it  was  never  too  late  to  bring  it 
forward?  It  never  could  be  too  late  for  the 
House  to  receive  an  objection  to  doing  that 
which  it  had  no  power  to  do.  It  never  could 
waive  a  constitutional  objection  on  the  ground 
of  laches.  He  moved,  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  that  a  bill  like  this  could  not  consti- 
tutionally originate  in  the  Senate.  Thus,  in  the 
House,  that  report  might  be  adopted,  and  the  bill 
sent  back  to  the  Senate,  with  a  message  declar- 
ing that  the  House  could  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  OAKBKELENa  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying 
of  a  tax ;  it  was  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  revenue.  The  compromise  act  of  1833 
had  been  sent  from  the  Senate  (when  that  body 
was  differently  constituted  in  a  political  point 
of  view)  to  the  House,  although  it  proposed  an 
increase  of  taxes,  in  some  cases  amounting  to 
45  per  cent.  The  present  bill  created  no  public 
debt ;  it  merely  anticipated  means  which  were 
ample.  Congress  had  been  convened  to  meet 
an  emergency ;  and  it  had  so  happened  that 
the  Senate's  Committee  on  Finance  had  been 
constituted  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
House,  and  hence  the  Senate's  bill  had  come 
earlier  than  that  of  the  House.  No  constitu- 
tional objection  had  been  urged  in  the  Senate ; 
but  here,  at  this  late  hour,  a  constitutional 
question  was  to  be  raised  and  discussed,  when 
the  House  had  arrived  at  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Treasury  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  specie  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  little 
draft  of  $811.  Ho  hoped  the  House  would 
proceed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Meroee  was  astonished  at  the  position 
taken  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  the 
compromise  bill  had  originated  in  the  Senate ; 
it  liad  originated  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambbblbng  said,  to  avoid  all  difficulty, 
he  would  move  to  pass  by  the  Senate's  bill  and 
take  up  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KoBKBTSON  contended  that  the  House 
could  not  thus  pass  over  the  greatest  breach  of 
its  privileges  which  had  ever  been  perpetrated. 
He  could  not  understand  how  the  gentleman 
could  be  BO  insensible  to  the  indignity  thus  cast 
on  the  House.  Should  they  continue  to  take 
bills  raising  millions  on  millions,  at  the  .dictation 
of  the  Senate  or  the  President,  when  the  .con- 
stitution plainly  forbade  it  ? 

A  dispute  on  order  arose,  attended  for  a  time 
with  some  confusion ;  but  it  issued  in  taking  up 
the  House  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  submitted  a  statement 
of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  Cambreleng  alluded  to  the  fact,  that 
there  were  seven  or  eight  millions  of  outstand- 
ing appropriations  af  the  end  of  every  year, 
which  might  be  considered  permanently  out- 
standing.   It  would  thus  appear  that  our  money 
and  resources  probably  amount  to  twenty-four 
millions  and  a  half.     We  were  not  called  upon 
to  authorize  a  loan  or  to  create  a  public  debt. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a  stock,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  for  investnient  or  for  remit- 
tance to  Europe.    All  that  was  now  proposed, 
was  to  anticipate  our  actual  resources  by  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.     Tlje  material  question 
was,  whether  the  notes  should  bear  interest  or 
not.     In  the  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  country,  he  should  think  notes  without  in- 
terest an  important  auxiliary  to  aid  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  and  in  relieving  our 
internal  circulation.     He  believed  it  quite  as 
important  to  adjust  the  balance  between  the 
south-western  and  north-western  portions  of  the 
country,  as  it  was  to  pay  off  oui:  foreign  debt. 
If  there  was  a  current  revenue  coming  into  the 
Treasury,  such  an  issue  might  be  safely  made 
and  sustained  in  circulation,  and  would  not,  like 
the  small  notes  issued  in  1815,  interfere  with 
the  currency.     Gentlemen  denounced  notes  of 
this  description  as  paper  money :  they  perform 
the  office  of  exchange,  and  not  of  currency, 
and  at  the  same  time  were  convenient  for  mak- 
ing payments  into  the  Treasury,  and  for  onr 
public  expenditures.      The  currency  of  France, 
with  her  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  gold 
and  silver,  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  issues 
by  the  Bank  of  France  of  notes  of  about  a 
similar  denomination.     The  demands  of  com- 
merce alone  will  not,  however,  sustain  Treas- 
ury notes,  without  interest,  in  circulation.    We 
must  also  be  in  receipt  of  a  current  revenue. 
Since  the  extension  of  time  to  the  merchants 
and  the  banks,  all  the  payments  into  the  Treas- 
ury were  thrown  into  the  next  year,  and  for 
some  months  very  little  would  be  coming  into 
the  Treasury.     Under  such  circumstances,  there 
was  reason  to  fear  that  the  notes  would  be  de- 
preciated.     He    had,   therefore,   adopted  the 
principle  of  the  Senate's  bill,  allowing  an  in- 
terest.   He  was  not  in  favor  of  issuing  Treas- 
ury notes  now,  or  at  any  time,  whether  with 
or  without    interest ;    but,  although  our  re- 
sources are  ample,  we  are  compelled  to  antici- 
pate them,  in  order  to  give  indulgence  to  the 
debtors  of  Government.     In  relieving  them, 
and  giving  means  to  the  Treasury,  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  we  can  afford  to  the  south-west  a 
medium  of  remittance,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
aid  the  merchants  on  the  Atlantic  to  pay  off 
their  foreign  debt.     It  was  the  prospect  of  this 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes  which 
had  already  considerably  reduced  the  price  of 
specie.    Mr.  C.  then  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  by  proposing  substantially  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Senate's  bill,  authorizing  an  issue 
of  Treasury  notes,  hearing  interest  not  exceed- 
ing six  per  cent. 
Mr,  Kheit  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
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Mr.  Ohairmau :  I  shall  follow  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  consider  all  the  hills  upon 
your  table  as  constituting  one  system,  although 
contained  in  different  bills.  To  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Treasurer  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
I  shall  propose,  as  amendments,  that  these  notes 
shall  bear  no  interest ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
he  authorized  to  issue  another  kind  of  paper — 
bills  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 
When  the  bill  regulating  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money  shall  come  up  for  consideration, 
I  shall  also  move  the  amendment  I  send  to  the 
Chair,  providing  for  a  gradual  dissolution  of  all 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks ;  dispensing  entirely,  in  the  course  of 
three  years,  with  the  use  or  reception  of  their 
paper ;  and  using  them  only  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money  by  special  deposits. 
By  these  amendments,  the  Government  will 
have  the  option  of  issuing  either  Treasury  notes 
bearing  no  interest,  or  bills  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues — the  Government  will  be  sep- 
arated from  the  banks — the  public  moneys  be 
kept  in  the  banks  on  special  deposit — and  the  rev- 
enue be  collected  either  in  Government  paper 
or  specie.  There  is  but  one  other  alternative 
before  the  committee  to  this  system  in  this 
shape,  or  by  other  modifications,  and  that  is 
the  project  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Garland,)  to  reunite  the  Government  to 
the  State  banks — receive  their  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues — and  make  them,  as 
heretofore,  the  general  depositories  of  the 
money  of  the  country.  These  are  the  two 
projects  for  consideration. 

If,  sir,  we  are  to  have  Treasury  notes,  I  pre- 
fer that  they  should  not  bear  interest.  In  issu- 
ing these  notes,  it  is  not  our  object  simply  to 
raise  money,  or  to  pay  debts ;  but,  in  the  para- 
lytic state  of  the  country,  we  want  a  medium 
in  which  the  revenues  of  the  country  can  be 
easily  collected,  and  domestic  exchanges  be 
carried  on  without  embarrassment  to  the  banks. 
If  these  notes  bear  interest,  their  circulation 
will  be  impeded,  if  not  stopped  entirely ;  they 
will  be  retained  on  hand  as  investments.  Nor, 
sir,  do  I  think  the  objection  that  if  they  do  not 
bear  interest  they  will  fall  below  par,  is  well 
founded.  Although  they  cannot  be  employed 
like  specie  in  paying  debts  abroad,  ):hey  will 
answer  a  function  which  specie  cannot  perform 
in  carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 
This  peculiarity  of  usefulness,  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  country,  will  more  than  coun- 
terbalance any  other  advantages  which  either 
bank  notes  or  specie  may  possess  over  them,  as 
a  medium  of  circulation. 

But,  sir,  I  prefer,  to  Treasury  notes  in  any 
shape,  the  medium  I  propose — bills  receivable 
in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  A  Treasury 
note  is  a  promise  to  pay,  for  the  redemption  of 
which  specie  must  be  collected  and  reserved. 
A  bill  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
is  merely  a  promise  to  receive,  and  has  its 
promise  fulfilled  when  received ;  the  one  re- 


quires the  abstraction  of  a  large  amount  of 
specie  from  circulation — the  other  not  only 
abstracts  no  specie  from  circulation,  but  will 
actually  be  equivalent  to  an  additional  supply 
of  specie  to  the  amount  of  the  issue.  The  one 
may  bring  the  Government  in  collision  with 
the  banks  in  the  delicate  position  in  which 
they  will  be  placed  when  they  resume  specie 
payments — the  other  will  give  the  Government 
the  means  of  collecting  its  revenue  without 
intrenching  in  the  Ipast  upon  the  resources  of 
the  banks.  The  one  is  intended  as  a  temporary 
expedient :  it  is  a  debt,  and  the  debt  must  soon 
be  paid ;  the  other  is  merely  an  instrument  of 
collection,  and  can  be  kept  out  forever,  and  be 
expanded  or  contracted  as  the  wants  of  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  and 
collection  may  require.  For  these  reasons,  I 
prefer,  to  Treasury  notes,  bills  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues. 

Mr.  Oambebleng  said  he  did  not  hold  him- 
self responsible  for  the  very  extraordinary 
delay  in  the  passsge  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  which  passed  last  night.  But 
gentlemen  would  not  drive  him  from  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  bringing  these  bills  before  the 
House.  The  first  object  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  bring  the  bill  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instalment  before  the  House, 
and  have  it  acted  upon.  Their  next  object  was 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  to  en- 
able it  to  go  on  with  its  disbursements ;  and 
with  great  deference  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  who  had  become  very 
lately  the  advocate  of  the  merchants,  he  must 
say,  that  he  must  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Government  before  he  did  any  thing  else.  We 
have  been  told  but  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sergeant,)  and  it  was 
repeated  again  to-day,  that  he  could  not  obtain, 
for  a  friend  of  his,  the  payment  of  a  draft  for 
$811.  He  would  not  budge  from  the  position 
he  had  taken,  and  he  felt  very  confident  that 
this  committee  would  not  do  so.  Gentlemen 
understood  this  question  perfectly.  It  was 
simply  whether  Congress  would  authorize  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  with  or  without  interest. 
The  bill  was  printed  in  various  forms,  both  in 
this  House  and  the  Senate;  and  gentlemen 
would  make  up  their  minds  on  the  subject  as, 
well  now  as  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  explanation, 
contending  that  the  course  he  had  suggested 
before  was  the  proper  course  now  to  be  pursued. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  October  3. 
.  Miasmippi  Election. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  differing  es- 
sentially in  opinion  as  I  do  from  that  of  the . 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr. 
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Looms,)  and  from  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  regard  to 
the  limitation  in  the  writ  of  election,  I  am 
constrained  again,  though  very  unwillingly,  to 
address  the  House  on  this  question.  Not  on 
the  question  whether  a  vacancy  had  happened 
in  the  representation  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi in  this  House,  because  upon  that  point 
you  have  understood,  from  the  observations 
which  I  submitted  to  the  House  this  morning, 
my  opinions  concur  with  those  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee.  But  the  question 
affecting  the  right  of  the  members  from  Missis- 
sippi to  seats  on  this  iloor,  is  not  whether  a 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the  State  had 
happened,  but  what  the  vacancy  was,  and  how 
that  vacancy  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  the  vacancy  was  of  two  seats  in  this 
House  of  members  from  the  State  of  Mississippi 
for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  twenty-fifth  Congress  com- 
menced on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  con- 
tinue till  the  4th  of  March,  1839.  That  is  the 
25th  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
was  the  vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and  so  it  is 
understood  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  who  have  reported  the  resolution, 
that  Messrs.  Olaiboene  and  Gholson  have 
been  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
gress. 

But  have  they  been  so  elected?  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  provides  that  "  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  States."  The  term  for  which 
they  are  chosen  is  two  years. 

The  constitution  further  provides,  that  the 
times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of; but  the  Congress  may,  at  anytime,  bylaw, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the 
places  of  choosing  Senators. 

And  the  constitution  further  provides,  that 
when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation 
from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  there- 
of shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
had,  by  an  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  (so 
riiuch  of  which  as  relates  to  the  subject  before 
tM  House  is  inserted  in  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
ittittee  of  Elections,)  prescribed  that  the  elec- 
fioh'S'for  members  of  Congress,  as"  well  as  of 
the  Governor,  members  of  the  Legislature,  and 
others,  should  be  held  biennially,  and  particu- 
larly that  the  Representatives  to  Congress  fi-om 
that  State  should  be  elected  once  in  every  two 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  in  the  year  1833.  Such  is  the 
sCitadihg '  la\V  of  the  State,  and  in  enacting  it, 
the  L^gisiatiii'o  appear  not  to  have  been  aware 
^hat-if  ISft  thk)  State  wholly  without  represen- 
tation'ift' talis  Hall,  from  the  commencement  of 
.  SVfery'idbigyeSs  to  the  4th  of  March,  till  late  in 


November  of  every  first  Congressional  year; 
and  the  consequence  is,  and  must  be,  that 
whenever  Congress  shall  meet,  whether  by 
virtue  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
special  call  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  interval  between  the  4th  of  March, 
the  day  when  the  Congress  commences,  and  the 
first  Monday  in  December  thereafter,  the  State 
of  Mississippi  cannot  lawfully  be  represented  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

The  vacancy  is  created,  not  as  the  writ  of 
election  issued  by  Governor  Lynch  avers,  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  a  former  Congress,  but  by  the  law 
of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  of  members 
to  a  Congress  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March 
till  the  subsequent  November. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the 
State  is  a  vacancy  which  the  Executive  of  a 
State  cannot  supply.  It  is  not  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  authority  given  him  to  supply  va- 
cancies, for  the  following  reasons :  First,  be- 
cause it  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  the 
State  itself,  which  prescribes  that  the  election 
shall  be  held  once  in  every  two  years,  in  No- 
vember, and  consequently  prohibiting  its  being 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Secondly, 
because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  year. 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  the  ten- 
ure of  the  term  of  office,  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  for  two  years,  into  a  tenure  of 
two  sets  of  members  from  the  same  State ;  one 
for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  session,  and  the 
other  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  two 
years. 

But  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  cannot  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the 
State,  for  the  interval  of  time  between  the  4th 
of  March  and  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
still  less  can  he,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  the  State,  supply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  term 
of  two  years.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
thinks  he  could,  and  that  his  writ  of  election, 
instead  of  authorizing  it  to  be  held  for  a  choice 
of  members  to  sit  until  superseded  by  members 
to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  election  in  Novem- 
ber, should  have  directed  it  to  be  held  for 
members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  avows  the 
opinion  that  the  Governor,  by  introducing  into 
his  writ  of  election  the  restriction  upon  the 
terms  of  service  of  the  members  to  be  chosen, 
transcended  his  powers.  The  report  says  that 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  was  almost  unan- 
imous that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itself  with- 
out the  restricting  clause  ;  that  its  being  there 
does  not  invalidate  the  election  held  under  it, 
but  that  it  may  fairly  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age. They,  accordingly,  reject  it  as  surplusage, 
and  present  to  the  House  a  resolution  that 
Messrs.  Claiboene  and  Gholson  have  been  duly 
elected  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress. 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  never  been  a  tenacious 
adherent  to  the  disorganizing  doctrine  of  State 
rights.  But  conversant  as  I  have  been  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  from  its 
origin ;  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  all  the 
controversies  which  attended  its  progress  from 
the  IVth  of  September,  1787,  when  it  was  pre- 
sented by  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
people  of  the  Union,  till  its  final  adoption  by 
the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
States  of  the  Confederacy — equally  familiar  with 
all  the  subsequent  controversies  and  collisions 
of  power  between  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  between  the  several  de- 
partments of  this  Government — sworn  as  I 
have  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  that  of  my 
native  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and 
profoundly  responsible  .as  I  hold,  and  ever  have 
held,  myself  to  a  tribunal  far  beyond  this  visi- 
ble diurnal  sphere,  for  the  faithful  observance 
of  those  oaths,  I  have  invariably  considered  the 
government  of  this  our  common  country  as 
consisting  of  two  distinct,  separate,  independ- 
ent, but  interwoven  authorities,  both  limited — 
each  sovereign  within  its  appropriate  sphere — • 
each  lawfully  powerless  to  encroach  upon  the 
appropriate  functions  of  the  other ;  and  of  all 
the  errors  which  half  a  century  of  national  ex- 
istence has  brought  forth  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  our  country,  the  doctrine  of  nullifi- 
cation is,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  and  the 
most  pernicious.  And  next  to  that  is  the  doc- 
trine of  nullification,  by  the  Executive,  of  the 
acts  of  the  legislative  power — I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  law 
— I  do  not  mean  by  the  constitutional  control 
given  to  Congress  over  certain  acts  of  State  leg- 
islation— but  I  mean  the  annulment,  by  a  State 
law,  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ©r  the  annulment  of 
a  State  law  by  an  Executive  proclamation,  or 
by  any  department  of  the  General  Government, 
except  bs  authorized  by  the  constitution. 
•  Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  both  these 
errors  are  involved  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  near  me  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
LooMis,)  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  and  in  the  resolution  with  which  it 
closes,  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson 
have  been  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th 
Congress.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
thinks  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
reprehensible  for  limiting  in  his  writ  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  superseded 
by  members  to  be  chosen  at  the  general  elec- 
tion in  November,  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions considers  the  Governor  as  having,  by  in- 
serting the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers. 
They  reject  the  restriction  as  surplusage ! 

Sir,  It  was  the  standing  law  of  the  State. 
The  law  of  the  State  surplusage !  The  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  by  conforming  his  writ  to  the 
law  of  the  State,  transcended  his  powers! 
Why,  what  would  he  have  done  if  he  had 
omitted  the  restriction  from  his    writ  ?    He 


would  have  annulled  the  law  of  the  State  by 
proclamation.  That  would  have  been  a  tran- 
scending of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance !  Sir, 
there  has  been  a  time,  in  the  land  of  our  fathers, 
when  the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly 
crowned  head  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  land  by 
proclamation,  conducted  the  royal  nuUifier  to 
the  block.  As  a  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  be  ready  to  invest  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  with  a  dispensing  power  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  State  by  proclamation.  As  de- 
voted and  ardent  supporters  of  State  rights,  I 
should  hardly  have  expected  from  the  majority 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  a  charge  against 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of 
transcending  his  powers  by  strict  conformity  to 
the  law  of  the  State ;  and  still  less  can  I  think 
that  this  House  will  adopt  a  resolution  equiva- 
lent to  the  appointment  by  this  House  of  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  from  the  close  of  the  present  session 
to  the  end  of  the  25th  Congress.  For  this,  and 
nothing  less  than  this,  will  be  the  effect  of 
adopting  the  resolution  reported  by  the  majori- 
ty of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, as  stated  by  themselves,  they  were 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  State  elec- 
tion in  November.  Yet  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  declares  that  they  shall  rep- 
resent the  people  of  that  State  during  the  whole 
of  the  25th  Congress.  The  people  of  the  State 
elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session.  The 
resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them 
Eepresentatives  of  the  people  of  Mississippi 
from  the  close  of  this  session  till  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

Sir,  it  is  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
election  of  the  two  members  from  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  for  a  term,  to  be  superseded  by  others 
to  be  elected  next  November,  was  unconstitu- 
tional ;  that  no  such  election  could  be  held,  be- 
cause it  is  in  direct  collision  with  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
prescribes  that  the  members  of  this  House  shall 
be  chosen  every  oth  er  year.  But  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  election,  being  en- 
trusted by  the  constitution  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only 
for  an  election  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and 
that  in  the  month  of  November,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  the  Congress  for  which 
they  are  elected,  there  was  no  authority  in  the 
State  competent  to  ordain  an  election  for  a  sin- 
gle session  of  Congress,  or  for  a.  term  short  of 
two  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1837.  The 
election  was,  therefore,  null  and  void.  It  was 
not  an  election  for  a  single  session,  or  until 
November,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  admits  of  no  such  election.  It 
was  not  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress, 
because  the  law  of  the  State  required  that 
another  election  for  that  purpose  should  beheld 
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ia  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issued  by 
the  Governor,  in  exact  conformity  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  expressly  restricted  the  term  of 
service  to  the  interval  till  the  regular  election  in 
November.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the  re- 
striction in  the  writ,  he  had  none  to  issue  the 
writ  itself.  If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the 
whole  Congress,  the  law  of  the  State  had  pre- 
scribed that  it  should  be  held  in  November,  and 
it  could  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  .was  in  the  law  of  the 
State,  fixing  the  time  for  the  election  of  the 
State's  members  in  this  House  nine  months 
after  the  commencement  of  the  Congress  itself. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  competent 
either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  supply  its  defects. 
He  assumed  authority  to  supply  its  defects ; 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
while  charging  him  with  transcending  his 
powers  in  this  assumption,  concedes  to  him  the 
power  which  he  did  not  assume,  of  annulling 
the  law  of  the  State,  assumes  that  he  has  an- 
nulled it,  and  stretches  the  election,  avowedly 
authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of  three  months, 
into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 

If  the  House  should  adopt  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  we  are 
yet  to  see  how  it  will  be  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Their  law  requires 
that  the  election  of  members  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  for  the  present  Congress, 
should  be  held  next  November.  That  law  this 
House  cannot  set  aside.  This  election  must  and 
will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
same  members  will  be  again  returned.  Although 
I  hold  that  the  election  by  which  they  now 
occupy  their  seats  was  irregular,  null,  and  void, 
I  have  been  content  that  they  should  hold  the 
seats,  and  wish  they  may  continue  to  hold  them 
till  the  close  of  the  session  ;  because,  however 
irregular  the  election  may  have  been,  they  were 
actually  chosen  by  large  majorities  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of 
magnitude  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of 
depriving  the  people  of  a  whole  State  of  their 
representation  in  this  House,  when  they  have 
actually  signified  their  pleasure  by  whom  they 
choose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the 
decision  of  the  question ;  but  I  should  then  vote 
for  the  resolution  as  proposed  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  The  regular  election 
would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and  as  there  is  no 
reason  for  expecting  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  have,  since  last  August,  trans- 
ferred their  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be 
chosen  again:  But  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
will,  by  a  suitable  modification  of  their  election 
law,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  this  de- 
fect in  their  representation  in  this  House,  which 
must  otherwise  return  whenever  a  session  in- 
tervenes between  the  fourth  of  March,  and  the 


first  Monday  in  December  of  every  alternate 
year.  Other  States  are  in  the  same  situation. 
Eight  or  ten  have  been  obliged  to  hold  their 
elections  since  the  special  call  for  the  present 
session  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  constitution  no  doubt  authorizes  Congress 
by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tion, as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State ;  but 
there  never  yet  has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exer- 
cising this  power  by  Congress ;  nor  should  it, 
without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is  a  still 
more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which 
is  now  proposed;  an  assumption  of  illegal 
power  by  the  Governor  of  a  State,  and  the  nullifi- 
cation of  a  State  law  by  a  resolution  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  asked  that  there  might  be 
a  call  of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  roll  was  called;  when  105  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  . 

Mr.  "Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  as  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlemen  from 
Mississippi  had  been  elected  for  the  present  ses- 
sion only,  or  the  whole  Congress,  he  thought 
it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afford  time  for 
them  to  return  and  be  re-elected.  With  that 
view,  he  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections,  with  the  amendment  thereto, 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  question,  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Negatived — yeas  70,  nays  145. 

Mr.  Hatnes  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded — yeas  105,  nays  81 ;  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Beiggs  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  was  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  were 
entitled  to  their  seats ;  which  was  ordered,  and 


Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bierne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraif,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
can, Edwards,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  William  Gra- 
ham, Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  MoClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Flumer, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Eeily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer, 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  A.  S. 
White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Wilhams,  Worth- 
ington — 118. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Ayorigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  CampbeU,  Wm. 
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B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  K.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice 
Garland,  Goode,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Calvary  Morris,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgato,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Towns, 
Underwood,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— 101. 

So  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  were  de- 
clared to  have  been  duly  elected  members  of 
the  twenty-fifth  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  their  seats 
on  this  floor. 


Wednesday,  October  4. 
Treasury  Notes. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Connoe  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  was  on  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Ehett. 

Mr.  BiDDLK  said,  in  entering  on  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  he  had  done  so  with  a 
fixed  determination  to  be  drawn  into  no  merely- 
factious  opposition  to  those  who  administered 
the  Government.  But  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  en- 
joyed, at  home  and  abroad,  that  any  method 
of  pledging  that  credit  in  constitutional  form, 
will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal  cer- 
tainty and  promptitude.  If,  then,  the  adminis- 
tration has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most 
liable  to  exception ;  which,  in  its  example,  is 
most  dangerous ;  which  would,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  the  least  productive  and  the  most  bur- 
densome ;  which  would  tend  to  disguise  from 
the  people  their  real  condition  and  liabilities, 
then  he  felt  not  merely  at  liberty,  but  bound  to 
resist  it,  and  to  turn  the  Government  round  to 
a  method  direct,  advantageous,  and  unexcep- 
tionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The 
late  President^  General  Jackson,  had  proclaim- 
ed to  the  whole  world  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
unconstitutional,  and,  if  passed,  will  not  bind 
the  faith  of  the  nation.  In  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hermitage,  23d  of 
July,  1837,  he  says :  • 

"  I  hope  no  Treasury  notes  will  be  issued.  The 
Treasury  drafts  upon  actual  deposits  are  constitu- 
tional, and  do  not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  are  subject  to  depreciation,  by  the 
merchants,  and  banks,  and  shavers,  and  brokers ; 
and  will  be,  if  issued  ;  and  the  Government  cannot 
avoid  it.     Different  must  it  be  with  Treasury  drafts 


drawn  upon  actual  deposits  ;  and,  from  the  conduct 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no  favors 
from  the  Government,  which  they  have  attempted  to 
disgrace,  and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  home  and 
abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bill  profess  to  authorize 
drafts  on  actual  deposits  in  the  Treasury,  or 
notes  to  be  discounted  by  merchants,  banks, 
shavers,  and  brokers  ?  The  title  is  "  A  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to 
make  the  best  bargain  they  can  with  these 
merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers,  pro- 
vided not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  allowed. 
Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they  encoun- 
ter the  full  denunciation  of  General  Jackson  as 
unconstitutional?  He  holds,  distinctly,  that 
the  power  to  borrow  money  does  not  embrace 
the  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  readily  believe  that 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme 
my  faith  in  the  accuracy  of  General  Jackson's 
opinions  on  constitutional  points.  That  is  not 
the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable  that  such 
opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence  ?  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  tells  ns  that  these 
notes  are  to  find  their  resting-place  in  London ; 
in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of  loan  to 
the  United  States  from  the  detested  Barings. 
They  ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  indispu- 
table credit  among  those  who  have  been  soured 
and  alarmed  at  being  so  long  held  up  as  per- 
sons whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  happen  to  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in 
discussing  the  probabilities  of  the  Supreme 
Court  declaring  a  certain  charter  unconstitu- 
tional, great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  present  judges  had 
been  appointed  by  General  Jackson.  If  those 
judges  should  adopt  his  opinions  in  the  present 
case,  what  a  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  the 
purchasers  of  this  paper !  These  are  matters 
which  cannot  remain  unknown  in  that  great 
mart  of  the  world,  where  rival  stocks  are  per- 
petually struggling  for  precedence.  Nay,  sir, 
is  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  in  one  of  those  fluctuations  of 
mood  to  which  he  seems  subject,  may  repub- 
lish, with  a  preface,  the  letter  of  General  Jack- 
son to  Mr.  Blair,  as  he  did  a  certain  other  letter, 
with  a  view  to  shake  public  confidence  in  an 
American  stock  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  obiections  to 
this  bill. 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that 
this  is  the  commencement  of  a  new  national 
debt.  But  it  wears  a  mask  to  conceal  its  hid- 
eous countenance.  With  what  rapturous  joy 
did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  the  for- 
mer load  !  Abundant  gratitude  was  claimed, 
on  that  occasion,  for  General  Jackson  ;  though 
it  was  the  result  of  measures  matured  long  be- 
fore, and  retarded,  rather  than  advanced,  by 
the  increased  expenditures  of  his  administra- 
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tion.  There  is  plainly  now  a  trembling  timid- 
ity— a  morbid  fear — after  so  much  false  boast- 
ing, to  lay  bare  the  fact  that  the  first  step  of 
the  present  administration  is  to  create  a  nation- 
al debt.  Is  it  right,  sir,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  should  co-operate  in  an 
effort  to  mislead  the  people  ?  How  many  of 
our  constituents  are  aware  of  the  true  charac- 
ter and  operation  of  this  bill  ?  Is  it  not  proper 
that  they  should  be  instantly  aroused,  so  that, 
at  the  polls,  they  may  begin  at  once  to  exercise 
their  right  of  claiming  from  candidates  a  pledge 
of  rigid  economy  ?  How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
off?  Does  anybody  suppose  that  the  present 
emission  of  paper  will  render  more  available 
the  notes  of  broken  banks  which  constitute  our 
present  resources?  On  the  contrary,  it  will 
only  cause  their  still  further  depreciation.  You 
will  not  be  able  to  force  them  even  upon  the 
revolutionary  pensioners  and  the  laborers  in 
your  service.  They  will  prove  a  total  loss  to 
the  holders,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individuals  were  super- 
seded by  the  paper  tickets  of  corporations. 
Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in  direct  taxes.  The 
necessity  may  be  shufl&ed  off  by  new  emissions, 
but  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  accumulation. 
Disguise  the  matter  as  you  may,  these  ten  millions 
will  have  eventually  to  be  paid  out  of  the  soil. 
Unless  the  people  are  aroused,  and  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands,  the  time  will 
speedily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  preparing 
for  his  crop,  must  run  one  furrow  for  himself 
and  the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing 
the  matter  even  on  party  grounds,  how  is  it 
that  an  administration,  pledged  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  begins  its  career 
by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode 
which  General  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dan- 
gerous and  unconstitutional  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of 
regret  and  astonishment  that  our  mode  of  rais- 
ing money  is  one  that  invites  prodigality  and 
extravagance,  &nd  tends,  most  speedily,  to  ex- 
haust our  credit.  Our  wisest  statesmen  have 
warned  us,  over  and  over  again,  of  the  fatal 
impolicy  of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  at 
the  same  time,  providing  a  specific  fund  for  its 
redemption.  Even  during  the  late  war,  when 
there  was  a  disposition  to  put  every  thing  at 
risk,  in  sustaining  the  country,  without  looking 
to  consequences,  you  will  find  that  the  voice 
of  sagacious  men  was  raised  in  protest  against 
this  improvidence.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the 
9th  of  April,  1814,  on  the  subject  of  Treasury 
notes,  a  patriotic  member  of  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives,  ilr.MoKim,  used  this  language : 

"  Mr.  McKira  said  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny 
to  the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  his  resolu- 
tion referred,  were  it  not  for  one  consideration.  If 
the  gentleman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  proposition 
for  such  further  tax  as  should  be  necessary  to  redeem 
the  notes  when  they  became  due,  he  should  concur 
in  his  motion.  But  he  asked  of  the  House  to  take 
a  deliberate  view  of  this  subject  before  they  referred 
the  resolution.     If  there  was  any  one  point  on  which 


Government  should  be  cautious,  it  should  be  its 
credit ;  and  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes 
without  providing  for  their  redemption." 

Nay,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self, in  his  recent  report,  admits  the  importance 
of  such  a  provision : 

"  In  connection  with  the  issue  of  any  Treasury 
notes,  it  is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provi- 
sion for  their  early  and  final  redemption." 

Why  has  this  been  neglected?  Why  is  it 
that  Congress  shall  grant  money  with  reckless 
precipitation,  omitting  the  precautions  against 
abuse  which  even  an  executive  officer  has 
pointed  out  ? 

Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  forbear  to  press 
upon  the  House  the  warning  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  to  the  emission  of 
paper  money  by  this  Government : 

"  The  emitting  of  paper  money  by  the  authority 
of  the  Government  is  wisely  prohibited  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  by  the  national  constitution,  and  the 
spirit  of  that  prohibition  ought  not  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Though 
paper  emissions,  under  a  general  authority,  might 
have  some  advantages  not  appUeable,  and  be  free 
from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicable,  to  the 
like  emission  by  the  States  separately,  yet  they  are 
of  a  nature  so  liable  to  abuse,  and,  it  may  even  be 
afBrmed,  so  certain  of  being  abused,  that  the  wisdom 
of  Government  will  be  shown  in  never  trusting  itself 
with  the  use  of  so  seducing  and  dangerous  an  expe- 
dient." "  The  stamping  of  paper  is  an  operation  so 
much  easier  than  the  laying  of  taxes,  that  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  practice  of  paper  emissions  would  rarely 
fail,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  itself  too  far 
in  the  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  one  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity." 

Here,  sir,  you  find  plainly  disclosed  to  us  the 
real  motive  for  a  resort  to  Government  paper. 
It  is  '.'  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  compel  the  people 
to  pause  and  to  reflect  npon  the  folly  and  im- 
posture that  have  brought  us  to  our  present 
condition." 

Are  wo,  sir,  prepared  to  run  over  again  a 
career  of  improvidence,  without  the  shadow  of 
a  pretext,  and  against  all  the  lessons  of  wisdom 
and  experience  ?  Sir,  the  present  times  afford 
little  scope  for  ambition,  or  reward  for  the  toils 
of  office.  But  this  administration  has  put  aside, 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  selfish  considera- 
tions, an  opportunity  of  earning  the  lasting  grati- 
tude of  posterity,  and  achieving  a  great  civil  tri- 
umph, by  placing  this  matter  on  its  true  basis. 

What,  I  repeat,  is  now  the  fund  mainly  look- 
ed to,  for  the  redemption  of  those  Treasury 
notes  ?  Why,  sir,- the  claims  which  we  hold  on 
broken  banks,  and  the  vague  hope  that  they 
will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in_  which 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination 
against  those  institutions.  No,  sir !  There  is 
not  the  least  hope  or  expectation  of  aid  from 
that  quarter.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
the  only  claim  to  credit  which  these  notes 
possess,  is  the  fact,  that  they  constitute  a  lim 
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on  every  inch  of  real  estate  in  the  country,  and 
must  be  discharged  out  of  tlie  hard  labor  of  the 
country.  But  the  administration  dares  not  ac- 
knowledge this  to  the  people.  It  does  not  feel 
strong  enough  to  do  so.  Concealment  is  ne- 
cessary. For  this  very  reason,  sir,  I  resist  the 
project.  I  say  to  the  administration,  come  out 
fairly  and  openly,  so  that  the  people  may  see 
what  is  before  them ;  do  this,  and  I  will  cheer- 
fully co-operate  with  you. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
President's  Message,  to  which  I  could  not  listen 
witliout  pain  at  the  light  in  which  it  must  place 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country  before  all 
those  who  have  watched  the  course  of  events. 
I  allude  to  the  passage  in  which  he  adverts  to 
a  prophecy  that,  under  a  State  cliarter,  the 
Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
prove  stronger  than  ever.  Sir,  I  think  that 
such  anticipations  were  justifiable.  It  might 
■well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the 
constitutional  scruples  which  clogged  her  for- 
mer existence,  and  from  the  party  contests 
which  perpetually  sought  to  involve  her  in 
their  vortex,  there  ■would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  was,  doubtless,  believed 
that  many  even  of  the  politicians  who  had  join- 
ed in  a  cry  against  the  bank,  in  order  to  keep 
abreast  of  a  supposed  popular  current,  would 
gladly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
least,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  pre- 
sume that  the  States  would  cordially  welcome 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  career 
of  quiet  usefulness  ?  And,  when  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  £Bgis, 
was  it  to  be  apprehended  that  those,  at  least, 
who  had  been  so  long  indulging  in  sentimental 
regrets  over  "  the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
would  be  the  first  to  trample  upon  such  as  are 
unquestionable  ?  And  yet,  sir,  how  was  it  ? 
You  well  know  the  subsequent  history.  The 
topic  was  too  precious  for  demagogues  to  be 
abandoned.  Party  fires  had  begun  to  wane  and 
languish  for  want  of  the  accustomed  blast  and 
ahment.  The  war  assumed  a  character  of  un- 
precedented fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the 
charter  was  cold,  you  saw  the  great  State  of 
Ohio,  under  the  influence  of  party  excitement, 
passing  a  law  to  inflict  the  heaviest  penalties 
upon  any  one  of  her  citizens  or  corporations 
who  should  dare  to  act  as  the  agent  of  that 
bank.  We  of  Pittsburg  well  know  that  the 
result  of  this  single  blow  was  to  paralyze,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  western  business  of  the 
bank.  There  was  denied  even  a  right  of  way, 
and  it  became  almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio 
a  letter  connected  with  her  affiairs.  You  saw, 
also,  under  the  same  impulses,  the  branch  ex- 
pelled, on  a  few  days'  notice,  from  Missouri. 
And  in  other  quarters,  so  far  from  being  per- 
mitted to  take  the  position  of  a  regulator,  she 
has  been  compelled  to  pass  an  obscure  and  un- 
easy existence,  constantly  assailed  by  party 
clamor,  and  with  the  Government  and  its  min- 
ions ready  and  eager,  at  any  moment,  to  second 
a  blow  at  her  interests.  | 


And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  ? 
The  writer  of  this  very  Message.  You  saw 
him,  with  astonishment,  arraigning  the  sover- 
eign State  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  high  misde- 
meanor, before  a  Cincinnati  dinner-table.  You 
saw  him  addressing  to  that  dinner-party  an  in- 
flammatory letter,  urging  them,  amidst  their 
orgies,  to  lift  high  the  wine-cup  in  pledge  of 
eternal  hostility  to  our  Pennsylvania  institu- 
tion. And  yet,  sir,  he  who  has  successfully 
employed  the  influence  of  his  high  station  as 
Vice  President  in  efforts  to  cripple  that  insti- 
tution— to  bafile  all  her  exertions  to  be  diffu- 
sively useful — now  sneers  in  this  high  state 
paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  which  she 
entered  on  her  new  career  I 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that, 
amidst  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over- 
banking,  to  which  your  policy  gave  unrestricted 
scope,  the  Pennsylvania  institution  did  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie.  From  whom  is  this  heard  ? 
From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national  char- 
acter, and  with  it  all  accountability  to  the  na- 
tion ;  from  those  who  had  broken  down  the  only 
barrier  against  over-issues  of  paper,  which  then, 
"like  to  an  entered  tide,"  had  rushed  by  and 
flooded  the  country ;  from  those  who  had  com- 
pelled her  to  wind  up,  and  to  dispose  of  her  re- 
sources at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who,  in 
1833,  declared  that  she  -was  "  a  reptile  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and 
that  she  had  been  "  brought  to  her  knees  at  the 
flrst  blow  of  the  State  banks !  "  Surely,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that 
such  complaints  should  proceed  from  such  a 
quarter.  But,  forsooth,  she  might,  as  she  as- 
serts, have  continued  specie  payments.  Be  it 
so.  The  fact  cannot  weU  be  questioned  by 
•those  who  ring  in  our  ears  her  tremendous 
power  and  resources.  But  would  such  a  course, 
if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  country  ?  Ev- 
ery candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  case.  If  she  con- 
tinued to  pay  out  specie,  she  must  resort  to 
measures  to  compel  a  similar  course  on  the 
part  of  others.  And  who  does  not  see  the  wide- 
spread ruin  that  must  have  ensued  ?  Look  at 
the  bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  upon  the  deposit  banks.  Before  a  resort 
to  suit,  you  provide  for  the  offer  to  receive 
payment  in  protracted  instalments.  This  is  al- 
ready pronounced,  by  gentlemen  from  the  quar- 
ters in  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppressive 
and  ruinous.  Yet  you  reproach  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  for  not  having  taken  the  position 
which  would  have  conjpelled  a  far  sharper  and 
more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems 
to  be  the  misfortune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise 
amiable  and  just,  to  catch  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vails here,  and  to  suppose  that  a  capacity  for 
mischief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of  it. 
No,  sir  I  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  sustain  a  league  of  banks,  the 
Pennsylvania  institution  might  well  decline  to 
become  an  instrument  for  gratifying  the  blind 
and  ungovernable  rage  with  which  the  Execu- 
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tive  was  disposed  to  turn  upon  those  who  had 
been  so  long  the  objects  of  eulogy  and  favorit- 
ism. She  did  wisely,  I  think,  not  to  exhaust 
herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  but  to  re- 
serve whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  evils  into  which  misgovern- 
ment  had  plunged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with 
which  any  country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends 
of  the  administration  tell  us  that  they  have 
constitutional  scruples  about  meddling  further 
with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ; 
they  doubt  their  right  to  cure  the  mischief  they 
have  inflicted.  Suppose,  sir,  one  of  your  naval 
commanders  should  insist  on  taking  under  con- 
voy a  fleet  of  American  merchantmen.  He  de- 
clares that  he  has  the  only  accurate  charts ; 
that  he  is  familiar  with  every  shoal  of  the 
channel,  and  every  indentation  of  the  coast. 
But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and  danger — 
with  breakers  around,  and  signals  of  distress 
everywhere  flying,  he  is  seen  refusing  the  aid 
of  a  single  boat  or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to 
their  fate  the  victims  of  his  ignorance  and  pre- 
sumption. Would  it  be  sufficient  for  such  an 
officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argued  here,  "  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public 
enemy ;  had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  next  request  would  be  to  throw 
overboard  my  guns  for  the  more  convenient 
transportation  of  merchandise  ?  "  If  such  ar- 
guments would  be  met  by  universal  scorn  and 
execration,  must  not  the  country  regard  with 
similar  feelings  the  course  of  the  dominant 
party  ? 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that 
the  nation  will  cheerfully  sacrifice  itself  for  a 
metaphor.  The  word  divorce  is  to  reconcile  us 
to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to  him  a  singular 
notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endear- 
ing ties  and  sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The 
word  has  been  supposed  to  bring  up  the  most 
melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of  violated  faith 
— of  ungovernable  passions — of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is 
that  of  Henry  VHI. ;  on  which  rests  the  yet 
unmitigated  execration  of  mankind.  There, 
too,  the  talk  was  of  State  policy ;  and  even  re- 
ligion was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid 
of  lust.  The  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was 
led  to  the  block  for  his  opinions  about  the  di- 
vorce. Sir,  what  has  been  the  past  career,  and 
what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in  this 
matter  ?  You  have  long  since  madly  broken 
away  from  a  legal  connection,  sanctified  by  a 
happy  and  serene  cohabitation  of  forty  years. 
In  your  downward  course  from  respectability, 
you  next  took  to  your  pets,  to  the  infinite  shame 
and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who 
looked  on.  And  now  you  are  wearied  of 
them,  and  wish  to  go  upon  the  town  at  large ! 
This  craving  for  novelty — this  change  of  doxies 
— you  dignify  with  the  name  of  a  divorce, 
which  shall  console  ua  in  the  midst  of  our  ca- 


lamities. The  man  whom  you  have  deprived 
of  the  chance  of  earning  a  dinner  for  his  wife, 
is  to  go  home  and  comfort  her  with  talk  about 
the  divorce  1 

Mr.  EoBEETsoN  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
bill,  whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to 
create  a  circulating  medium.  As  a  revenue 
measure  he  believed  it  unnecessary,  and,  under 
that  impression,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  time 
of  general  pressure,  to  incui:  a  new  debt  or  levy 
upon  the  people  additional  burdens.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  anticipates  a  deficit  of 
five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  only.  He  pro- 
poses to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set 
apart  for  the  States,  or  to  resort  to  some  other 
resource  for  a  sum  equal  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  which  he  gives  us  to  understand  will  meet 
all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  surplus  of 
one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  mil- 
lions for  sudden  and  contingent  calls.  The 
same  view  is  presented  still  more  distinctly  by 
the  President  in  his  Message.    He  tells  us : 

"  The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  probable  receipts  and  the  amount  it  was 
intended  should  be  left  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millions." 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition 
that  indulgence  will  be  extended  on  the  mer- 
chants' bonds.  Adverting  to  the  means  of 
supply,  he  says : 

"  It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  amount  re- 
quired by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are 
now  in  the  Treasury,  $9,367,214,  directed  by  the  act 
of  23d  June,  1836,  to  be  deposited  with  the  States 
in  October  next." 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  as 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted 
to  defray  existing  appropriations.  Well,  sir, 
we  have  granted  the  sum  required,  in  the  very 
mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the 
States ;  and  now,  before  we  have  determined 
whether  any  or  what  indulgence  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  merchants  or  the  banks,  we  are 
called  upon  to  authorize  an  issue  of  ten  millions 
in  Treasury  notes,  making  (exclusive  of  the 
sum  withheld  from  the  States)  about  forty-six 
millions  for  the  current  year.  It  is  true  the 
President  proposes  this  issue,  not  in  addition 
to  the  funds  withheld  from  the  States,  but 
temporarily,  and  only  until  the  amount  can  be 
collected  from  the  banks.  But  there  is  no 
pretence  that  the  banks  are  insolvent ;  nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part 
at  least  of  what  they  owe  may  not  speedily  be 
collected  or  made  available.  We  well  know 
that  hitherto  drafts  upon  them,  whether  paid 
or  not,  have  served  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; indeed  that,  even  when  protested 
these  drafts  have  readily  sold  in  the  mai-ket  at 
a  premium  of  six  or  seven  per  cent.  If  six 
millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested  from  the 
States  can  be  commanded,  they  will  suffice,  as 
the  President  himself  informs  us,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year.    Yet  we  are  to  issue 
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ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  redeemable  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months ;  six  millions 
to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
we  may  obtain  from  the  banks  indebted  to  ns, 
or  make  available  by  drafts  upon  them ;  and 
the  residue,  avowedly,  to  provide  or  keep  up  a 
surplus  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies. I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety 
of  this  annual  appropriation  for  the  mint. 
There  is  reason  to  fear  that  we  are  making 
money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and,  if  so,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  bet- 
ter. As  for  the  surplus  for  sudden  emergen- 
cies, the  very  contingency  has  occurred  for 
using  whatever  portion  of  it  may  remain ;  and 
I  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issue  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of 
any  kind  upon  the  country.  This  is  not  the 
time  to  create  or  retain  an  idle  surplus  of  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

But  funds,  it  is  said,  are  wanting  to  carry  on 
what  is  called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so, 
profoundly  ignorant  as  we  are  still  kept  of  the 
true  cause  of  that  war,  discreditable  as  its  con- 
duct has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am  ready 
to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  frontier  settlements.  But  has 
the  Executive  called  for  a  further  appropriation 
for  that  object  ?  If  there  be  in  the  Message  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  appropriation, 
it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President  sums 
up  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which 
he  invites  our  immediate  attention : 


"  To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate 
the  funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
indulgence  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted 
as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further 
measures,  within  the  constitutional  competency  of 
Congress,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 
enterprise  and  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
country." 

These  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  pres- 
ent inconvenient  and  unseasonable  convocation 
of  Congress.  Yet  my  colleague  (Mr.  Wise)  may 
have  been  right  in  suggesting  that  the  true 
motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
Florida.  Tor,  of  the  various  objects  supposed 
to  require  immediate  legislation,  there  is  not 
one  which  the  Executive,  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  authority,  has  not  already  provided  for,  or 
which  might  not  have  been  deferred  without 
much  detriment  to  the  public  interests,  till  the 
regular  period  of  our  annual  session. 


the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank ;  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Seegeant's  motion  to  refer  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  CusHMAN  said  that,  believing  every  gen- 
tleman to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  chartering 
a  national  bank,  and  that  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic business  would  not  permit  of  its  further 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
83,'noes  80. 

The  main  question  was  then  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  na- 
tional bank. 


Thursday,  October  5. 

National  Banlc. 

The  House  passed  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideratioa  of 


Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  were  : 
Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bierne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M. 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  MoClure,  Mc- 
Kim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  M.  Morris, 
S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parmenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  AVebster,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell— 123. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Ayerigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd, .  Charles  Shepard,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Tillinghast,  To- 
land.  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke 
— 91.- 

So  the  House-  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank. 
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Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
imposing  additional  duties  in  certain  cases  on 
public  officers,"  was  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  Oambreleng  remarked  that,  as  this  bill 
corresponded  in  almost  all  its  provisions  with 
the  House  bill  under  the  same  title,  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  he  had  been  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move 
that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other.  ' 

The  motion  was  assented  to. 

Treasury  Note  Bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  "  hill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes." 

The  bill  had  been  amended  entirely  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  a  substitute  submitted 
by  Mr.  Cambeeleng  adopted. 

Mr.  Fletohek,  of  Massachusetts,  said :  The 
bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deceptive ;  calcu- 
lated to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of 
the  measure  which  is  proposed.  It  is  entitled 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  additional  clerks?  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
forgery  in  certain  cases  ?  Both  of  which  are 
just  as  much  provided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  either  of  which 
would  just  as  well  express  the  real  object  of 
the  blU  as  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  false  title ;  it  carries  upon 
its  front  a  false  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is 
not ;  or  rather  it  does  not  import  what  in  fact 
it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else  designing 
artifice  may  prevail,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  legis- 
lation. Let  US  deal  frankly  and  openly  with 
the  people.  When  we  take  their  money,  let  us 
tell  them-  so ;  let  it  be  taken  openly  and  avow-  • 
edly,  not  covertly  and  indirectly.  Take  their 
money  and  tell  them  so  ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pockets ! 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  lia- 
bility of  ten  millions,  they  should  be  informed 
of  the  fact  clearly  and  distinctly ;  there  should 
be  no  concealment  in  word  or  thought.  The 
bill  before  us  is,  in  truth,  a  bill  to  authorize  a 
loan  of  ten  millions.  What  we  want  is  a  loan, 
and  we  ought  in  fairness  and  truth  to  say  so. 
To  call  the  bill  by  a  name  that  does  not  fairly 
import  its  character ;  thus  to  treat  it  as  some- 
thing different  from  what  it  really  is,  does  not 
comport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character 
of  the  Government. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
deposit  with  the  States.  I  fear,  sir,  that  bill 
raises  expectations  only  to  disappoint  them. 
That  payment,  if  it  were  really  intended,  might 
as  well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the 
States  will  expect  it  in  vain.  Postponement, 
in  all  probability,  will  turn  out  to  mean  repeal. 


The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  future  time 
will  prove,  I  apprehend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  duplicity  in  any  form, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  The  relation 
which  we  sustain  towards  the  people  demands 
from  us  the  strictest  truth  and  sincerity.  They 
have  placed  confidence  in  us;  they  have  en- 
trusted to  us  their  rights  and  interests;  and 
they  have  an  undeniable  claim  to  he  informed 
fully  and  clearly,  without  disguise,  as  to  every 
thing  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  intend.  The 
title  and  the  form  of  this  bill  are  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  from  the  people  that 
we  are  borrowing  money  upon  their  credit; 
and,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  bill  is  obnoxious 
to  serious  objections. 

There  is  another  objection,  which  must  press 
with  great  weight  upon  those  gentlemen  who 
hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution, 
who  hold  that  Congress  has  no  powers  except 
those  expressly  granted  to  it.  Those  gentle- 
men, who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any 
power  to  charter  a  national  bank,  where  do 
they  find  the  power  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  or 
bills  of  credit ;  for  Treasury  notes,  designed  to 
circulate  as  currency,  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  bills  of  credit?  JSo  such  power  is  any- 
where expressly  granted. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  had  seen  and 
felt  tlie  evils  of  Government  paper  money. 
The  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit  was  expressly 
withheld  from  the  States ;  it  was  not  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government.  How,  then, 
does  the  General  Government  obtain  it?  It 
will  be  said  that  it  is  included  under  the  power 
to  borrow  money.  Let  us  see  how  that  inter- 
pretation will  answer. 

No  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  the 
power  to  borrow  money — a  power  which  they 
exercise  every  day  without  objection.  But  it 
is  certain  that  the  States  cannot  issue  hills  of 
credit.  The  power  to  borrow  money,  then, 
does  not  necessarily  include  the  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit ;  and,  although  the  Government 
has  undoubtedly  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
that  power  to  borrow  money  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bills 
of  credit.  I  found  this  ai'gument  upon  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  without  in- 
tending to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own 
upon  this  constitutional  point.  The  only  exer- 
cise of  this  power  by  the  General  Government 
occurred  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Government,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  loan  in  the  usual  way. 
The  attempt  failed;  the  loan  could  not  be 
obtained  ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  the 
Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  such 
a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  is  rather 
to  be  avoided  than  to  be  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  meas- 
ure. The  bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be 
issued  shall  bear  such  interest  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  determine.    This  omission 
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to  fix  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  the  char- 
acter of  the  notes  wholly  indeterminate  and 
omcertain.  The  interest  which  they  may  bear 
will  determine  the  character  and  office  of  the 
notes.  They  may  be  of  a  character  to  be  taken 
up  as  an  investment  by  capitalists ;  they  may 
be  of  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency ;  and 
which  of  these  characters  they  will  assume, 
depends  upon  the  interest  they  may  bear. 
Before  I  can  -vote  for  the  bill,  tins  point  must 
be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the 
notes,  I  must  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be. 
I  cannot  agree  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and  established  by 
the  bill  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly  and 
inconsiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  igno- 
rance of  what  that  measure  is  to  bo.  Should 
the  bUl  pass  in  the  present  form,  and  should  I 
be  inquired  of  what  its  effects  upon  the  com- 
munity was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  give  no 
answer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that 
point,  because,  in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill, 
it  is  impossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  char- 
acter the  notes  will  assume.  I  could  only  say, 
what  I  should  be  ashamed  to  say,  that  the 
Executive  had  been  authorized  to  issue  notes 
to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  without 
any  regard  having  been  paid  to  the  concern 
which  the  community  at  large  might  have  in 
this  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  slight- 
est regard  to  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  public,  we  should  fix  the  interest  which 
the  notes  are  to  bear.  Why  refer  this  to  the 
Executive?  Is  not  the  House  competent  to 
form  and  exercjse  a  judgment  on  this  question? 
Is  not  the  House  as  fit  as  the  Executive  to 
determine  what  rate  of  interest,  what  character 
to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve  the  public 
interest?  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to 
legislate  upon  this  point,  why  not  upon  all 
otiiers  ?  Though  the  Executive,  in  fact,  exer- 
cised such  a  power,  it  would  hardly  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of 
the  administration  press  this  measure  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  in  preference  to  the  usual  mode 
of  supplying  tlie  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  a 
simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  sus- 
picions. I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  unde- 
served odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wish 
them  to  merit,  and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  community.  But  this 
measure  is  little  calculated  to  produce  that 
eifect  It  is  an  unusual  measure;  it  will  be 
attended  with  extraordinary  expense ;  it  will 
add  to  the  number  of  those  in  the  employ  of 
Government;  it  wUl  increase  Executive  pa- 
tronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  raising  money  upon  these  notes, 
tlie  Executive  may  give  a  preference,  and  may 
consult  the  interests  of  favored  individuals ; 
whereas  a  loan  would  be  open  equally  to  all. 

Besides,  sir,  there  are  those  who  see  in  this 
measure  the  commencement  of  a  permanent 
and  a  most  perilous  system.  It  is  more  than 
surmised  that  the  Government  would  be  wUling 


to  have  the  whole  currency  of  the  country 
fiow  exclusively  from  itself;  and  is  desirous  to 
furnish  not  only  the  gold  and  silver  coin,  but 
the  whole  paper  currency  also,  from  its  own 
exclusive  mint ;  and  that  the  measure  now  / 
proposed  is  the  first  step  in  the  march  towards 
that  object.  The  taking  measures  to  render 
safe  and  convenient  such  currency  as  the  people  ■ 
may  elect  to  use,  is  the  business  and  all  the 
business  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  It  should  be  kept  strictly  within  the 
limits  of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfully  per- 
form what  belongs  to  it  within  those  limits. 
They  ought  to  follow  public  sentiment  in  this 
matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

But  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have 
been  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  currency  of 
the  country ;  and  there  is  cause  enough  for 
alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  with  care  every  measure  bearing  upon 
this  subject.  The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at 
all  times  a  dangerous  business  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in,  and  a  business  peculiarly 
dangerous  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  is 
how  too  short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  justify 
us  in  adventuring  upon  a  scheme  of  a  novel 
character.  At  such  a  time,  and  under  present 
circumstances,  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way — the  common  way.  If  the  Government 
must  have  money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in 
the  usual  mode.  So  doing,  we  shall  know 
what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
I  have  heard  no  substantial  objection,  I  can  see 
no  substantial  objection ;  and,  until  I  can  obtain 
some  new  light,  it  is  the  only  course  to  which 
I  can  give  my  assent. 

A  great  change  has  come  over  our  national 
affairs.  At  the  commencement  of  this  present 
year,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  exclusive  of  the  whole  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  deposit  money  (between  nine  and 
ten  millions)  has  been  withheld  from  the  States ; 
there  is  due  to  the  Government  from  the  late 
United  States  Bank  six  millions,  exclusive  of 
interest ;  and  now  ten  additional  millions  are 
demanded,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  current 
year ;  and  this,  too,  besides  aU  the  ordinary 
revenues  of  the  country — a  country,  whose 
whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administra- 
tion next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackson, 
were  hardly  twelve  millions  of  dollars ! 

Mr.  PaembntEe  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  observations 
of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  (Mr.  Eletchee,)  as  I  always  have 
elsewhere,  when  I  have  had  an  opportunity, 
from  my  great  respect  for  his  high  moral  worth 
and  distinguished  talents ;  but,  entertaining 
somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented 
by  him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  I  will,  with  your  leave,  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  I  dissent. 

My  colleague  objects  to  the  bill,  because  no 
rate  of  interest  is  specified ;    and  he  cannot 
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give  it  his  vote  until  he  knows  precisely  what 
the  obligations  of  the  Government  are  to  be. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  rate 
of  interest  can  he  so  fixed  all  the  way  from  a 
very  low  rate  to  the  maximum  of  six  per  cent., 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  put  it 
at  the  most  advantageous  rate  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  for  the  community.  And  it  appears 
to  me  the  rule  would  be  a  very  plain  one,  to 
place  the  rate  so  that  they  would  not  be  hoarded 
by  the  capitalists,  or  fall  below  par  in  the 
market,  however  small  the  demand  for  Govern- 
ment dues.  A  nd  although,  as  has  been  strongly 
urged,  there  is  very  small  probability  that, 
under  almost  any  circumstances,  they  would  be 
below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  judgment, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  under- 
stand best  what  the  wants  of  the  case  may 
require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  is  unconstitutional ;  that  they  are  bills 
of  credit,  and  prohibited  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  that  during  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it  was  difficult 
or  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a  loan.  If  it 
were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner, 
would  not  have  made  it  constitutional.  I  come 
to  the  conclusion  myself,  that  Treasury  notes 
were  issued  at  that  time  for  the  same  reason  as 
now,  because  they  are  the  most  convenient  to 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained'  the  opinion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  present  embarrassments  of 
this  nation  have  arisen  from  what  may  be 
properly  called  general  distress.  I  believe,  and 
think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by 
the  sentiments  of  many  men  of  business  in  the 
commercial  cities,  that  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  was  owing  to  the  alarm  excited  in 
the  community,  which  caused  a  rush  upon  the 
banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby 
materially  lessened  their  means,  and  by  the 
imprudence  and  extended  speculation  into 
which  the  debtors  of  these  institutions  plunged. 
Had  it  not  been  for  these  circumstances,  the 
suspension  would  not  have  taken  place ;  and, 
but  for  them,  before  this  time  specie  payments 
would  have  been  resumed.  It  is  true  that  the 
consternation  was  universal ;  the  panic  was 
overwhelming ;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  that  there  was  not,  in  reality, 
a  scarcity  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  is  shown  by  various  facts.  Con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  most  persons  in 
this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continued, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  and  money 
is  abundant,  and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and 
bullion  for  all  purposes.  The  speculations  and 
investments  in  lands,  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  engagements  in  novel  manu- 
facturing concerns ;  building  of  railroads  in  all 


parts  of  the  country;  and  establishments  of 
every  variety  which  ingenuity  could  invent — 
a  few  of  them  useful  and  profitable,  hut  many, 
very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous  in  their 
results — all  tended  to  produce  the  mischief. 
The  ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  prob- 
ably equal  to  their  liabilities ;  but  the  inability 
of  their  debtors,  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
prudent and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  these 
institutions,  and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments — an  evil  which, 
while  it  continues,  will  blight  every  effi)rt  of 
enterprise  and  industry. 

The  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of 
the  banks  of  the  country  was  equal  to  their 
wants,  greater  than  it  has  been  in  many  in- 
stances and  at  many  times ;  hut  unsafe  and 
improvident  men  obtained  access  to  their  re- 
sources ;  not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  man- 
agers of  the  moneyed  institutions  more  than  I 
would  individuals,  and  copartnerships,  and  cor- 
porations, for  everybody  was  infected  with  the 
mania  of  speculation;  the  whole  atmosphere 
of  the  business  world  was  filled  with  it.  It 
drove  people  to  the  pine  forests  of  Maine ;  to 
the  town  sites  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  to  every 
stream  and  river  through  the  whole  republic ; 
to  the  new  cities  of  the  West;  and  to  the 
engagements  in  manufactures,  mechanic  arts, 
and  discoveries  of  all  kinds,  in  most  instances 
lamentably  unsuccessful. 

My  colleague  objects  that  the  biU  is  decep- 
tive ;  that,  under  the  guise  of  authorizing  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  it  affects  a  loan.  It 
undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, to  obtain  means  of  extinguishing  some  of 
its  liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But 
there  is  no  deception  about  it.  Notes  payable 
are  never  issued  in  money  transactions,  except- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  substituting  credit  for 
money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore  always, 
directly  or  indirectly,  operate  as  a  negotiation 
for  a  loan.  What  difierence  does  it  make  as 
to  the  matter  of  borrowing,  whether  the  money 
be  obtained  by  one  person  of  a  third,  and  paid 
to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given  directly 
to  the  second  person  ?  In  both  cases  it  is 
obtaining  means  on  loan ;  in  one  instance 
directly,  in  the  other  indirectly.  Banks  borrow 
continually,  by  their  bills  or  notes,  money  of  the 
community.  Now,  sir,  as  Treasury  notes  can 
be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
money  or  means  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  the  bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as 
it  can  have  no  other  object;  everybody  under- 
stands it, 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
without  any  of  the  proposed  amendments, 
particularly  those  which  propose  the  sale  of 
the  United  State  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  the  striking  out  the  provision  authorizing 
the  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  his 
opinion,  the  good  of  the  country  may  require 
it.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  there  can 
be  no  possible  objection  to  that  provision.  It 
will  guard  figainst   the  possibility,  although 
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I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  that  they 
will  be  at  any  considerable  discount,  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  But  we  all  know  the 
nice  calculations  of  dealers  in  money;  and  I 
should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  the  cry, 
which  has  so  frequently  sounded  in  our  ears, 
of  depreciated  currency  applied  to  any  of  the 
issues  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Ckocketi  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Sir,  it  has  been  urged  by  honorable  gentle- 
men that  this  is  a  measure  of  relief  to  the 
country ;  that  it  will  supply  the  country  with 
a  circulation  and  a  medium  of  exchange ;  and 
I  grant  that  it  might  offer  some  temporary 
relief;  but,  sir,  I  believe  it  would  tend,  ulti- 
mately, to  aggravate  the  disease.  So  far  from 
being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief  to  the 
people,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an 
institution  almost  as  odious  as  the  Spanish 
Inquisition.  I  mean,  sir,  a  Treasury  bank.  In 
fact,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Rhett)  be 
adopted,  a  Treasury  bank  of  issue  and  deposit 
is  at  once  established. 

Sir,  instead  of  showing  any  disposition  to 
grant  relief  to  the  people,  we  are  called  upon 
to  increase  their  burdens.  We  are  about  to 
heap  upon  them  another  national  debt,  (for, 
disguise  it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  less,  and 
has  been  so  admitted  on  all  sides,)  to  the  amount 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment; while  the  people  are  told,  substan- 
tially, that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief ;  that 
it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  that  it  has  no  power  to 
intermeddle  with  the  concerns  of  individuals ! 
The  Governinent,  after  having  tampered  with 
the  currency  until  it  is  ruined  and  annihilated 
— after  having  prostrated  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  the  commerce  and  credit 
of  the  nation,  by  practising  wild  and  visionary 
experiments — cuts  loose  from  the  people,  and 
tells  them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief, 
or  interfere  with  their  concerns !  They  are  to 
be  dismissed  with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes, 
sir ;  they  are  contemptuously  told  that  they 
are  to  look  to  their  own  Industry  and  frugality 
for  relief,  without  the  aid  of  the  Government ! 
Sir,  this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's 
comforters.  We  read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a 
certain  occasion  Satan  was  permitted  by  the 
Almighty  to  try  an  "experiment"  upon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  "Job,  a  perfect  and 
an  upright  man,^  one  that  feared  God  and 
eschewed  evil.;  "  that  when,  by  the  power  of 
this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
man,  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every 
thing  calculated  to  render  him  happy,  had  been 
driven  to  the  four  winds,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  beggary  and  ruiu ;  when,  in  addition  to  this, 
"he  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  from  the 
crown  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,"  and 
was  groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of 
human  affliction ;  when,  in  short,  by  one  ca- 
lamity upon  the  heels  of  another,  he  had  been 
reduced  from  the  highest  state  of  prosperity  | 


and  happiness,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degrada- 
tion and  misery,  and  was  wont  to  roll  himself 
in  the  ashes  upon  his  hearth,  there  was  but  one. 
resource  left  upon  earth  to  which  he  could  look 
for  consolation  and  solace — and  that  was  his 
wife.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  soul,  what  was  her  reply? 
She  told  him  he  had  better  "  curse  God  and 
die !  "  And,  sir,  pretty  much  in  keeping  with 
this  is  the  President's  consolation  to  the  people 
in  their  afflictions. 

Sir,  do  you  imagine  the  people  expected  to 
hear  such  language  as  this  from  those  to  whose 
interests  they  have  shown  so  much  devotion  ? 
Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to  mock  at  their 
calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  them  ?  No,  sir ; 
they  looked  to  those  whom  they  had  placed  in 
power  to  devise  some  means  to  relieve  them 
from  their  calamities.  The  proclamation  of 
the  President  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thousands 
as  a  favorable  omen.  They  hugged  to  their 
bosoms  the  delusive  hope  that  their  rulers  had 
seen  the  folly  of  their  course,  and  were  about 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  although  the  Presi- 
dent was  pledged  to  "  tread  generally  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,"  yet,  I 
imagine  no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread 
specially  in  his  footsteps.  And  it  was  hoped 
that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  footsteps  at  all,  he 
would  take  his  "  back  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  the  revenue.  But 
in  all  this  how  sadly  are  we  disappointed !  So 
far  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed  to  plunge 
still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experiments ! 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold  ?  The  whole  country 
involved  in  one  wide-spread  ruin,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  bankrupt;  aud  we  are  yet  to 
have  another  "experiment!"  Yes,  sir,  the 
State  bank  experiment  has  failed^  and  the  golden 
bubble  has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  ruin 
in  their  train ;  and  now,  sir,  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage,  we  are  to 
have  the  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system 
of  sub-Treasuries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treas- 
ury bank.  Sir,  we  find  that  the  ex-President 
is  not  content  with  having  dictated  to  the  people 
whom  they  should  choose  to  be  his  successor, 
but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that 
successor.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as 
the  President  had  attained  the  summit  of  his 
wishes,  he  would  kick  from  under  him  the 
ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  and  take  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of 
his  counsel ;  but,  sir,  mortifying  as  it  may  be, 
we  find  the  Message  the  exact  Jac  simile  of 
certain  letters  not  long  since  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  in  that  print. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  now  afflict  this  country,  I  am  for  com- 
mencing the  work  where  they  originated.  Let 
us,  sir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of  charging 
the  whole  of  these  misfortunes  to  the  account 
of  the  people,  at  least  charge  one-half  of  them 
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to  the  mal-administration  of  the  Government ; 
and,  although  it  is  not  recommended  by  the 
President,  let  us  commence  economizing  a  little 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  set  a 
praiseworthy  example  before  the  people.  I 
have  always  heard  it  remarked  that  example 
was  much  more  forcible  than  precept.  Let  us, 
sir,  instead  of  creating  a  national  debt,  in  order 
to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  system 
of  expenditures  which  has  crept  into  the  Gov- 
ernment, commence  the  business  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform  which  was  promised  us  a  few 
years  since,  and  adopt  some  measure  of  general 
and  permanent  relief  to  the  community  as  well 
as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not 
xmtil  then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times, 
and  cease  to  hear  the  complaints  that  are  now 
continually  saluting  our  ears  from  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  honest,  industrious  citizens  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and  re- 
duced to  beggary  and  ruin  during  this  age  of 
experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House 
with  any  calculations  to  show  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply  a  deficit  in 
the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown 
to  this  House  conclusively,  to  my  mind  at  least, 
that,  by  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  surplus  revenue  from  the  States,  and  sus- 
pending certain  appropriations  for  useless  — 
nay,  worse  than  useless — public  works,  explor- 
ing expeditions,  &c.,  and  thereby  reducing  the 
expenditures  for  the  present  year  some  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  there  would  be  ample  means 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  against  it, 
without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation. 
And,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  would  it  not  be  an 
unpardonable  outrage  to  heap  upon  the  people 
another  national  debt,  right  upon  the  heels  of 
the  one  just  discharged?  Sir,  we  have  had 
theoretical  reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is 
time  we  should  begin  to  carry  it  into  practice. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  urged  that,  after 
withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posits from  the  States,  and  suspending  the  fifteen 
millions  of  appropriations,  there  will  still  be, 
in  any  event,  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  which 
renders  it  indispensable  that  this  bill  should 
pass.  And,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Treasury 
is  in  ax3tual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten 
days  without  them.  I  cannot  perceive,  sir, 
how  this  can  be ;  but  if  it  be  true,  I,  for  one, 
say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Government  has  actu- 
ally brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses, 
let  the  truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called 
by  their  right  names.  Sir,  this  bill  is  designed 
to  practise  a  fraud  upon  the  people,  by  borrow- 
ing money  in  such  a  form  that  they  will  not 
understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  odium  of  bringing  itself  from  a 
surplus  of  forty-five  millions  to  bankruptcy  in 


less  than  one  year.  If  I  were  satisfied  that 
there  would  really  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury^ 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  borrow 
money  to  enable  the  Government  to  perform 
its  functions,  I  should  certainly  grant  it ;  but, 
sir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  should  be  asked  for 
in  plain  English  in  that  form.  I  am  opposed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  disguise. 
If  they  are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understand  it, 
and  have  an  opportunity  to  provide  for  it. 

Mr.  Phillips  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
most  injurious  effects  had  resulted  from  the 
late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  allowing  a  large  amount  of  deposits  to  remain 
in  several  isolated  banks,  while  he  withdrew 
nearly  the  whole  sums  deposited  with  the  banks 
on  the  seaboard.  It  was  his  opinion  that  much 
of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  commercial 
cities  was  to  be  attributed  to  that  measure. 
He  referred  to  the  prospects  of  the  country  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  contended,  that  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  statements 
given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were  drawn, 
the  amount  of  difference  between  the  expendi- 
ture and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  would  tell  them 
frankly,  that  when  he  came  here  his  impression 
was,  that  the  only  practicable  relief  was  the 
creation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which  our 
account  with  Europe  could  be  speedily  closed, 
or  to  issue  such  kinds  of  Treasury  notes  as 
would  be  useful  to  the  people ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposits  would  be  the  means  of  distributing 
these  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  measure 
had  failed,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the 
ground  for  issuing  these  notes. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  specie  payments 
would  not  be  resumed  for  the  present,  if  the 
measures  now  before  the  House  were  adopted ; 
and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
over.  It  still  existed,  and,  under  the  present 
state  of  things,  must  increase.  Some  gentle- 
men had  attributed  the  distress  to  over-trading; 
but,  although  he  would  admit  that  might  have 
had  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil  which 
they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of 
obstruction  to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  to  restore  the  currency  to  its  former 
state,  and  the  banks  to  that  confidence  they 
enjoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. It  was  desirable  that  they  should  make 
the  notes  of  the  banks  receivable  for  public 
dues;  and,  when  they  had*  done  that,  they 
would  have  done  all  that  was  expected  from 
Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so 
receivable,  confidence  would  be  restored,  and 
nothing  more  would  be  wanting.  He  could 
not  vote  for  the  bill  to  its  present  amount; 
and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all,  he 
would  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them 
without,  rather  than  with  interest. 

Mr.  ToTJOEY  contended  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  country,  and  well  calculated  to  afford  relief 
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to  the  Government  and  the  people ;  and  that, 
if  -we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from  the 
deposit  banks  while  they  owe  the  Government, 
it  will  force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and 
add  to  the  distress  of  the  community.  The 
country  stood  in  the  relation  of  creditor  to  the 
banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  its  duty 
to  deal  with  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford 
the  greatest  relief  to  them.  In  relation  to 
sending  bonds  abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt 
a  great  repugnance  to  sending  them  into  a 
foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon  them  to 
carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government ; 
besides,  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  our  foreign  debt, 
which  now  presses  so  heavily  upon  us.  He 
supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and  answered 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  BoTJLDiN  said  :  I  agree  perfectly  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  believing 
we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a  currency, 
further  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  literal- 
ly mentions.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard 
to  be  used  when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to 
points,  and  cannot  agree  as  to  what  the  debt 
shall  be  paid  in.  The  debtor  can  get  clear  by 
offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  which  is  the  stand- 
ard. Congress  cannot  add  to  nor  take  from 
this  privilege,  in  regard  to  either.  Every  law 
about  money,  without  saying  more,  refers  to 
specie  only.  Every  judgment ;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  re- 
lation as  to  that  point,  is  for  specie  of  course. 
The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  by  the  consitution  the  control  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a 
great  extent.  You  may  shelter  them  by  author- 
izing them  to  place  the  money  in  this  or  in  that 
bank.  But  you  cannot  make  them  more  respon- 
sible. 


Eeidat,  October  6. 
Treasury  Note  Bill. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  "  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes,"  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hopkins  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in 
principle  a  hard-money  man,  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  believe  that  the  patriotic  people 
whom  I  have  the  distinguished  honor  to  repre- 
sent upon  this  floor,  prefer  the  constitutional 
currency  of  our  fathers  to  any  paper  money, 
your  Treasury  notes  included.  But,  whilst 
I  say  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the 
contemplated  crusade  against  the  existing  insti- 
tutions of  Virginia  and  her  sister  States,  to 
accomplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying  the 
Government  alone  with  the  constitutional  cur- 
rency ;  and  I  now  admonish  gentlemen  that, 
until  they  propose  a  measure  broad  and  com- 
VoL.  xm.— 33 


prehensive  enough  to  separate  the  great  body 
of  the  people  from  the  banks,  I  will  not  co- 
operate with  them  in  giving  effect  to  a  partial 
restricted  measure,  which  furnishes  a  hard- 
money  currency  only  to  them,  who,  in  the 
better  days  of  our  republic,  were  regarded  as 
the  mere  servants  of  the  people,  and  considered 
amenable  to  them.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  advocate  here,  in  my  representative  capacity, 
any  measure  which  will  provide  gold  and  silver 
for  myself,  and  other  functionaries  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure 
all  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details 
of  this  measure,  growing  out  of  the  palpable 
injustice  which  must  result,  from  the  denomi- 
nations of  these  Treasury  notes,  to  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  If,  sir,  as  is  now 
too  obvious  for  the  most  incredulous  to  doubt, 
these  notes  are  to  circulate  and  perform  all  the 
functions  of  a  paper  currency,  they  cannot 
reach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  but  must 
serve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  wealthy,  who 
alone  can  command  the  benefit  of  a  currency 
in  denominations  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
Another  effect  of  this  measure,  I  fear,  will  be 
to  cripple  still  more  the  State  banks,  now  rapidly 
recovering  from  the  shock  by  which  the  whole 
monetary  system  of  the  community  has  been 
so  recently  convulsed  to  its  centre ;  and,  whilst 
it  may  relieve  the  Government,  may  at  the 
same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunder- 
stood upon  this  subject.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Treasury  immediate  and  ample 
relief,  by  any  means  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution and  my  convictions  of  public  duty ; 
nor  will  I  be  drawn  from  this  determination 
by  any  doubt  which  may  be  entertained  as  to 
the  real  amount  necessary,  nor  by  the  asperities 
of  party  intolerance,  the  prominent  bane  of 
our  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Yes,  sir, 
I  am  willing,  and  stand  ready,  to  vote  any  sum, 
in  the  bounds  of  reason,  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  consider  necessary  to  meet 
the  most  liberal  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  if  he, asks  more  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  his  just  responsibility  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure,  not  as  one 
of  financial  relief,  but  one  for  the  emission  of 
ten  millions  of  paper  currency,  obnoxious  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  objections  of  an 
executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means  of 
immediate  convertibility,  but  upon  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  nation,  which  I  maintain  can  be 
pledged  only  for  a  loan.  In  my  humble  judg- 
ment, sir,  this  project  is  fraught  with  mischief; 
and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrust  and 
alarm.  Admonished  as  I  am,  by  a  short  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  administration  of  this 
Government,  that  its  tendency  is  to  enlarge  its 
powers  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  innova- 
tions upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
people,  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  fore- 
bodings of  one  fully  impressed  with  the  solemn 
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conviction  that,  if  not  resisted,  and  successfully 
resisted  at  the  threshold,  it  will  end  in  consolida- 
tion, and  consolidation  in  the  overthrow  of  our 
institutions  and  the  downfall  of  our  liberties. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer  by  the  expression  of  any  apprehensions 
of  my  own,  as  to  the  objects  of  this  measure, 
or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a  permanent 
system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  which  such 
a  system  cannot  fail  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir, 
most  devoutly,  that  my  fears  may  never  be 
realized ;  but  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  con- 
stituents and  my  country,  if  I  did  not  declare, 
fearlessly,'that  I  look  to  the  present  measure  as 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  system  which,  if 
ever  established,  must  end  in  revolution  or 
despotism. 

Mr.  Wise  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the 
course  he  had  just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find 
displayed  so  honorable  and  independent  an 
opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  then  read  seve- 
ral extracts  from  President  Jackson's  Messages 
of  1834  and  1835,  to  show  that  the  sales  of 
Government  stock  in  the  United  States  Bank 
had  been  recommended  by  the  President  at 
those  periods. 

Mr.  KoBERTSoiT  said,  if  the  adminstration 
had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  raise  a 
sufficiency  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of 
the  Treasury,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  cause  of  these  persevering  efforts  to  raise 
it  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Undekwood,)  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six 
millions  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,)  if  he 
understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  public  money.  If  these 
resources  should  prove  insufiScient,  authority 
might  be  conferred  to  borrow  whatever  sum 
might  be  mecessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
But  none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods 
of  replenishing  the  Treasm-y  will  now  answer 
the  purpose.  Nothing  will  do  but  to  resort  to 
the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  resource  of  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
difficulty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
compelled,  from  sheer  necessity^  to  adopt  that 
method  of  raising  supplies.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  we  had  issued  upwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its 
close  these  bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they 
were  funded  at  100  for  1.  Such  were  the  evils 
attending  the  system,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  to  guard  against  their  recurrence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  States  in 
express  terms  from  emitting  bills  of  credit.  I 
win  not,  sir,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  at  this  time  enter  into 
the  question  whether  the  power  thus  prohibited 
to  the  States  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in 
.the  I'eferenoe  made  by  .the  gentleman  from 


Massachusetts  (Mr.  Gushing)  to  the  journal  of 
the  convention,  showing  that  a  proposition  to 
clothe  this  Government  with  the  power  was 
expressly  overruled.  With  those  who  Tely  on 
the  same  ground,  not  verified  by  the  journal, 
but  depending  on  the  memory  of  members  of 
the  convention,  as  an  argument  against  the 
power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  this  ref- 
erence ought  to  be  conclusive.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  power  was  not  expressly  granted,  as 
were  those  to  lay  taxes  and  borrow  money; 
and  the  rule  of  interpretation,  as  given  by  the 
constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people.  .It  is  obvious  that  its  exercise  by  the 
General  Government  is  equally  dangerous ;  in- 
deed, liable  to  much  greater  abuse.  The  States 
can  effect  none,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limits ;  but 
we  may  inundate  the  Union  with  a  spurious 
currency ;  and  when  the  system  shall  be  once 
commenced,  no  one  can  undertake  to  say  where 
it  is  to  stop. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme 
appears  to  me  substantially  the  establishment 
of  a  Government  bank.  If  the  paper  be 
designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treasury 
becomes  a  bank  of  issue  and  circulation  merely. 
But  the  scheme  goes  further.  It  authorizes 
not  ouly  the  payment  of  these  notes  to  public 
creditors,  but  the  borrowing  of  money  upon 
their  credit.  What  is  this  in  effect  but  a  bank- 
ing operation?  You  apply  to  the  Secretary, 
who  is  thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propos.o 
to  lend  him  half  a  million  or  a  million  of 
dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  the 
money.  You  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  montlily,  in  muni- 
tions of  war,  in  rations,  or  in  money,  until  an 
amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  notes  in  the 
market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  law  to  prevent  such  a  negotiation. 

Mr.  Legaeb  said ;  As  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  then,  to  issue  these  notes, 
under  existing  circumstances,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  the  ob- 
jections mainly  relied  on  in  this  discussion,  and 
especially  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(Messrs.  Fletcher,  Phillips,  and  Gushing,  of 
Massachusetts.)  But  to  the  issuing  them  with- 
out interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for 
which  I  repeat  my  decided  preference,  another 
difficulty  has  been  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia  near  me,  (Mr.  Robertson.)  He  main- 
tained that  as  the  constitution  forbids  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  ■ 
by  the  States,  it  implicitly  requires  that  we 
should  pay  the  debts  of  this  Government  only 
in  specie  or  in  what  is  equivalent  to  it.  And 
yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentleman 
proceeded  to  denounce  the  Executive  for  |  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  bank  notes  of  the 
States,  which  he  maintained  are  really  not  all 
depreciated.    Sir,  on  this  last  head  I  agree 
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with  him  entirely,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  the 
state  of  our  paper  currency  in  the  Southern 
States.  I  maintained  when  I  first  came  here, 
what  has  been  since  demonstrated  in  a  masterly 
argument  in  another  part  of  this  building,*  and 
is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fall  in 
exchanges,  that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been 
raised  by  an  extraordinary  foreign  demand,  and 
was  no  proof  whatever  of  the  redundancy  of 
the  circulation,  which  has  been  very  much 
reduced  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is 
probably  even  inadequate  to  the  necessary  ex- 
changes of  the  country,  in  the  usual  course  of 
business.  But  if  this  is  true,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under 
the  constitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt, 
becomes  that  summum  jus  which,  all  the  world 
over,  is  summa  injuria.  And  if  this  is  the  ease 
as  between  individuals,  why  should  a  rule  so 
very  different  be  applied  to  the  transactions  of 
Government  ?  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from 
New  York  this  morning  is  that,  while  gold  is 
only  at  5  per  cent,  premium.  Treasury  drafts 
are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir,  that  the 
letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Co.,  received  just  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  that 
time  a  most  decided  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  specie  market  as  well  as  in  foreign  bills.  I 
think,  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  affirming 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  con- 
templated Treasury  notes  falling  below  what, 
by  the  confession  of  the  gentleman  himself, 
ought  to  satisfy  any  man  not  bent  upon  enforc- 
ing a  contract  according  to  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  equity 
and  good  conscience.  We  shall  pay  our  credi- 
tors in  what  is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank 
notes  which  are  there  acknowledged  to  be  at 
their  full  value  in  reference  to  all  other  com- 
modities but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Mr.  Eobeetson  said  nothing  was  at  par, 
which  was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or 
something  to  that  effect.] 

Mr.  Legaee.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault 
with  the  Government  for  demanding  gold  and 
silver  of  its  debtors  ?  The  gentleman  is  plainly 
in  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  is  not  easy  for 
him  to  extricate  himself. 

[Mr.  EoBEETSON  said,  with  the  permission  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he  would 
make  a  brief  explanation.  He  had  not  at  all  dis- 
cussed the  question»of  depreciation.  He  could 
not  admit,  however,  that  paper  money  was  not 
depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  insisted  that 
it  must  always  be  regarded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as 
depreciated  when  below  the  legal  standard — 
gold  and  silver,  without  regard  to  the  causes, 
whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or  any  other, 
which  may  have  occasioned  the  difference. 
Still  he  denied  the  pdlioy  or  justice  of  exacting 
gold  and  silver  at  this  time  in  paynient  of  the 
public  dues ;  when  it  could  not  be  procured 
but  at  a  high  premium,  and  when,  indeed,  there 
was  scarcely  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
the  people  than  depreciated  paper.     He  thought 

*  By  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia. 


it  was  oppressive  in  this  Government  to  exact 
this  sacrifice — to  reject  that  which  the  State 
Governments  were  content  to  receive ;  and 
what,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  it  would  be  deemed  immoral 
and  dishonorable  to  refuse.] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentleman  say 
so.  Then  why  shduld  the  public  creditor  call 
upon  the  Government  to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an 
immoral  and  dishonorable  thing;  and  why 
should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  'offer 
him  what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cent, 
better  than  the  paper  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  showing,  ought  to  satisfy 
every  equitable  and  conscientious  man?  But 
the  truth  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all 
from  those  to  whom  we  shall  have  payments 
to  make,  and  through  whose  hands  these  notes 
will,  almost  without  exception,  make  their 
way  into  circulation.  They  wiU  receive  them 
cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation ;  and  al- 
though I  perfectly  appreciate  the  delicate  and 
honorable  scruples  which  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  feel  about  offering,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
public  dues,  a  paper  ever  so  little  inferior  to 
the  only  legal  tender  recognized  in  the  consti- 
tution, yet  I  cannot  myself,  in  a  matter  left, 
after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  wiU  of  the  party, 
consent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the 
public  good  to  what  I  must  consider  as  a  super- 
stitious adherence  to  the  mere  letter  of  the 
law.  Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  subjects, 
now  regards  the  precious  metals  as  any  thing 
but  an  approximation,  and  often  a  very  imper- 
fect approximation,  to  a  correct  measure  of 
value.  They  have  been  adopted  from  the 
necessity  of  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  commerce"  furnishing  a  ready 
medium  of  exchange  for  all  others,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  best  practical  means  of  comparing 
them;  but  they  are  still,  like  the  rest,  mere 
commodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fluctuation 
in  value,  according  to  the  common  principles 
which  govern  prices.  The  present  state  of 
things  furnishes,  in  my  opinion,  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  this  important  truth ;  and  now,  I  ask, 
whether  any  really  just  man  ought  to  complain 
of  us  if  we  offer  him  these  notes,  with  the 
most  perfect  liberty  to  refuse  them  at  his  own 
discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors  on  his  un- 
settled account ;  if,  in  making  that  offer,  we 
hold  to  him  me  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable 
language  dictated  to  us  by  the  truth  of  the 
case,  and  the  actual  situation  of  the  country — 
if  we  say  to  him  "  gold  and  silver,  which  is  in 
strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  your 
due,  we  have  none?  By  an  unforeseen  and 
terrible  revulsion,  by  contingencies  beyond  any 
human  control,  our  debtors  have  been,  and  are 
still,  unable  to  meet  their  engagements  with  us 
in  the  usual  way.  The  country  is  in  deep  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even 
were  we  disposed  to  do  so,  press  them  to  a 
literal  compliance  with  their  contracts,  with- 
out involving  our  whole  people,  more  or  less, 
in  the  fearful  consequences  of  the  bankruptcy 
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that  would  probably  ensue.  We  give  you, 
however,  an  acknowledgment  of  your  claims 
against  us,  which  will  be  everywhere  nearly  as 
good,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  probably 
better,  than  the  precious  metals — which,  at  all 
events,  is  at  a  premium  in  reference  to  what 
you  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from  a  private 
debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  your  patriotism  and 
your  sense  of  justice,  to  decide  whether  we 
have  not,  to  all  substantial  purposes,  complied 
with-our  engagements."  Sir,  depend  upon  It, 
such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
generosity  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  not  be 
made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in 
every  aspect  of  the  case,  being,  as  I  conceive, 
fully  established,  the  only  remaining  question  is, 
in  what  form  will  these  notes  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public  ?  Whether  it  is  better  to  issue 
them  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6 
per  cent.,  or  bearing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or 
a  very  small  one,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
House  ?  And  this  brings  me  to  the  differences 
between  me  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more 
accurately,  perhaps,  between  the  Senate  and 
the  committee  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  admit  that 
these  notes,  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  I 
approve,  would  serve  an  excellent  purpose  as 
remittances  to  Europe ;  but  exchanges,  as  we 
have  seen,  are  already  fallen  nearly  50  per  cent, 
within  a  very  few  days,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  coming 
crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  they  will  be 
down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment in  our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately 
not  so  good.  An  immense  debt  is  due  from 
the  West  and  the  South-west  to  the  great  com- 
mercial capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of 
_  interest  will  contribute  no  aid  whatever.  They 
will,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  sir,  be  instantly 
bought  up  by  capitalists  for  investment.  They 
will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared.  In  consequence  of  the  shock 
given  to  all  credit  by  the  late  revulsion,  there 
are  immense  deposits  in  all  your  banks  waiting 
for  some  safe  opportunity  to  lay  them  out  on 
any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
have  no  weight  at  all  with  me.  not  only  be- 
cause, as  I  said  just  now,  a  very  material  change 
has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bullion  since  that 
date,  but  for  several  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not 
intended  to  go  into  the  market  at  all.  My  idea 
of  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  them  is,  that 
they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  I  have  said,  to 
the  functionaries  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  willbe  readily  accepted  by  them,  and  that 
the  extravagant  rates  of  exchange  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  country,  will  keep  them 
up  at  a  considerable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bank  paper,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a 
par  with  gold  and  siver. 


Mr.  OusHiNft  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Le- 
GAKE.  He  quoted  Judges  Story,  Marshall,  and 
other  authorities,  to  show  that  Treasury  notes 
were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  FosTEK  replied,  arguing  that  Treasury 
notes,  to  become  bills  of  credit,  must  be  issued 
as  a  circulating  medium.  He  denied  that  a 
high  or  low  rate  of  interest  altered  the  case. 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  pressed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  hy  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition  that  a  vote  should  be  had  this 
night. 

Mr.  Wise  replied,  admitting  that  he  had 
given  such  a  pledge,  but  for  himself  only. 

Mr.  W.  0.  JoHKSON"  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  anima- 
tion till  late  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Phillips  read  to  the  House,  from  a  docu- 
ment recently  received,  and  not  yet  generally 
distributed,  in  reply  to  a  call  for  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  Treasury  with  various  indi- 
viduals, touching  the  terms  of  their  reception 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie;  and  in  which 
many  commercial  capitalists  declined  altogether 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  such  a  transaction. 

Mr.  Khett  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the 
bills  payable  ''upon  presentation,''  after  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  date,  and  to  divest 
them  of  the  character  of  interest-bearing  notes. 


Sattiedat,  October  7. 
Treasury  IKote  Bill. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ehett — 

Mr.  Ehett  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  notes,  on  pre- 
sentation, at  six  months  after  their  dates,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Bell  said :  I  concur  most  heartily  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  hy  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pickens,)  the  other 
day,  in  speaking  of  the  new  Treasury  schemes 
which  have  been  recommended  for  our  con- 
sideration. I  do  heartily  and  truly  believe  that 
the  destiny  of  this  country,  for  good  or  for  evil, 
will  depend  greatly  upon  the  decision  of  the 
questions  which  they  present.  The  mind  fails 
in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of  this  impor- 
tant subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  great  issues  which  are  involved. 
The  argument  embraces  in  its  range  the  fate  of 
the  federal  constitution,  of  free  Government 
itself !  Of  all  the  causes  which  in  modern  times 
have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  convulsed  a 
people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and 
fearful  tendency  to  engender  a  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  and  to  revolution,  than  a 
debased  and  disordered  currency.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  examples  which  past  history  affords 
of  this  nature.  I  will  not  even  revert  to  the 
deep  feeling,  the  intense  excitement,  which 
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manifested  themselves  ia  our  large  cities,  at  a 
recent  date,  in  connection  "with  this  subject ; 
but  I  will  say,  that  such  instances  of  popular 
excitement,  npon  such  occasions,  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  statesmen  of  this  coun- 
try, nor  will  they  be  either  tauntingly  referred 
to,  or  slightly  regarded  by  any  man  who  has 
any  just  claim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
What  I  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have 
only  arrived  at  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder 
— that  greater  embarrassments,  and  yet  wider 
spread  mischiefs,  await  us  in  the  progress  of 
it ;  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  yet  to 
become  a  subject  of  deeper  and  more  perma- 
nent discontent ;  that  the  blindness  of  party 
prejudice,  the  obstinacy  of  party  interest,  and 
the  infatuation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
prudent  remedy,  and  bring  on  a  crisis  of  open 
resistance  to  the  laws,  and  leave  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  both  local  and  general,  a 
prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my  fear ;  and  I 
regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
train  of  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  are  well  calculated  to  lead  to  this 
last  and  most  fatal  calamity  which  can  befall  a 
country.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  warn  gentlemen  that, 
if  this  administration  shall  be  so  infatuated  as 
to  persevere  for  any  length  of  time  in  the 
policy  of  requiring  the  public  revenue  to  be  col- 
lected in  gold  and  silver,  and  disbursed  among 
the  officeholders,  contractors,  and  others,  de- 
pendent upon  the  Government,  while  the  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  paper, 
or  any  other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and 
silver — if  the  dif^tinction  shall  be  attempted  to 
be  kept  up  much  longer  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people — gold  and  silver  for  the 
Government  and  its  trains  of  officials,  and  a 
depreciated  paper  for  the  people,  resistance 
must  and  will  come.  It  is  not  in  the  blood  of 
the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit  this  free 
country  to  submit  long  and  tamely  to  so  unjust, 
exacting,  and  oppressive '  a  course  of  policy. 
And  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  every  member 
in  this  House,  who  shall  record  his  vote  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  that  he  thereby  sanctions  this 
arbitrary  and  unjust  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  draws  the  line  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people !  Pass  this  bill,  and  the 
Government  is  put  above  and  made  independ- 
ent of  the  people ;  those  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  de- 
fiance of  the  popular  will,  at  least  until  the 
people  shall  again  have  the  privilege  of  inter- 
posing througli  the  elective  right.  I  have  seen 
it  stated,  that  this  objection,  that  any  distinc- 
tion is  made  by  the  present  course  of  things 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  has 
been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  House,  in  another 
place ;  but,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
argument  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  the  power  of  argument  to  do 
any  such  thing.  Again,  sir,  whoever  gives  his 
support  to  this  bill,  endorses  and  becomes  re- 
sponsible for  the  present  course  and  future 
policy  of  this  administration,  in  relation  to  the 


currency,  and  every  other  interest  connected 
with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himself  with 
the  idea  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  men  in  power,  however  mis- 
chievous or  wicked  their  designs.  Let  us  not 
underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of  those  wbo 
possess  the  guiding  infiuence  over  our  public 
aifairs  at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
of  the  motives  to  human  action.  They  are 
also  distinguished  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  effijcting  their  purposes.  TBey 
possess  another  great  advantage  over  most  men 
who  have  attained  their  influence  and  station 
in  Government  and  society.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  consequences, 
except  such  as  relate  to  themselves,  and  affect 
their  interests.  Such  persons  —  such  advan- 
tages, are  not  to  be  slightly  regarded  by  those 
who  desire  to  restore  the  country  to  quiet  and 
prosperity.  Can  we  who  sit  here  any  longer 
doubt  the  skill  of  the  administration  in  carry- 
ing their  measures  ?  Have  the  opposition  yet 
succeeded — is  there  any  probability  that  they 
will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification 
of  any  one  measure  of  all  those  which  were  no 
doubt  prepared  before  we  sat  out  from  our 
homes,  which  have  been  submitted  to  us  mere- 
ly, as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might  confirm  by 
our  votes  what  long  since  had  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  the  Executive  Department 
of  the  Government  ?  No  facts,  however  stub- 
born or  important — no  reasoning,  however  con- 
clusive and  unanswerable — have  the  least  effect; 
the  measures  must,  and,  it  seems,  will  be  car- 
ried. Although,  sir,  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
relying  upon  rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors, 
yet  I  have  heard  it  stated  from  such  respectable 
sources  this  morning,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence  in  the 
success  of  every  measure  proposed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill 
now  under  discussion,  that  the  plates  for  print- 
ing the  notes  have  already  been  engraved,  and 
perhaps  the  notes  actually  struck  off.  If  I  do 
any  injustice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  openly 
acknowledge  it  the  moment  the  statement  shall 
be  denied  upon  his  authority.  But,  sir,  if  this 
be  the  fact,  how  idle,  how  absurd,  are  all  our 
discussions  here?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  infiuence  and  power  beyond  our 
control.  My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Underwood)  was  not  aware  of  the  ground 
upon  which  he  was  treading  last  evening,  in 
proposing  his  amendment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
lemma he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  had  carried  it. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this 
bill,  I  will  not  forbear  to  show  that  it  is  founded 
upon  a  pretext  which  is  utterly  unfounded. 
Sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury  which  it 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  administration 
to  produce — which  they  have  not  designedly 
created,  and  which  they  cannot  amply  supply 
without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  I  say,  sir,  that 
there  is  no  evidence  before  us,  or  before  the 
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public,  that  there  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  any  defi- 
cienisy  of  means  in  the  Treasury  to  raeet  all 
the  demands  upon  it  during  the  remaining 
quarter  of  the  year,  except  this  bill ;  by  which 
it  seems  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  are  required 
by  the  administration  for  the  public  service. 
Every  other  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of 
the  administration  indicates  an  overflowing 
Treasury.  At  the  very  moment,  and  during  the 
entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alleged  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
Tneasury  would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what 
has  been  the  uniform  course  of  the  administra- 
tion? One  of  uniform  extravagance  and  pro- 
fusion, as  far  as  the  expenditures  of  the  public 
moneys  are  concerned.  Need  I  refer  to  the 
evidence  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief 
'of  the  Engineer  Department,  which  has  been 
luid  upon  our  table,  that  special  instructions 
had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as 
possible?  Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that 
four  millions  of  dollars  asked  at  the  last  session 
for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war,  are  stated 
to  have  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demanded,  and  yet  the 
campaign  has  not  opened ;  that,  judging  from 
the  accounts  which  we  see  in  the  public  papers, 
and  from  rumors,  seven  or  eight  thousand 
troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose  some 
fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes? 
Does  this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury? 
But  we  need  not  go  so  far  for  proofs  of  the 
true  condition  of  the  Treasury.  Look  around 
you,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How 
many  delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of 
Indians  have  we  seen  during  this  short  session, 
decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant  and  fantastic 
trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now 
well-established  system  of  policy,  of  supplying 
the  deficits  which  have  lately  been  felt  in  the 
coffers  of  some  favorite  ofiBceholders,  jobbers, 
or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon 
your  north-western  frontier?  "We  know,  sir, 
that  this  has  been  regarded  as  a  great  abuse  for 
the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see  it  daily  increasing. 
So  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibition  of 
bands  of  savages  from  our  "Western  frontier,  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this 
city,  as  during  the  present  short  session.  "We 
have  regular  and  formal  bulletins  announcing 
their  movements  in  all  the  daily  papers  of  the 
city  ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public 
couficils  held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  in  some  of  the  public  buildings  in  the 
Court  end  of  the  city.  It  is  even  left  doubtful, 
whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibitions 
has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired 
by  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and 
important  as  the  matters  are  which  brought  us 
together. 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of 
supplying  any  possible  deficiency  of  means  in 


the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same  time  of  reliev- 
ing the  people  as  well  as  the  Government. 
I  have  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion,  and  to  further  their 
schemes  of  future  policy,  had  created.  I  have 
already  shown  that,  by  continuing  the  practice 
of  drawing  upon  the  deposit  banks,  as  hereto- 
fore, the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  we  want  to  supply  a 
medium  of  exchange ;  we  wish  to  put  into  cir- 
culation a  species  of  paper  in  the  shape  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  country 
just  at  this  time.  My  remedy  for  any  real  or 
pretended  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one 
which  is  certainly  called  for  by  the  suffering 
condition  of  the  country,  is  to  compel  the  Gov- 
ernment to  recognize  and  accredit  the  only  cir- 
culating medium  which  has  any  existence  in 
the  country,  by  receiving  and  disbursing  the 
public  revenue  in  it.  And  the  most  surprising 
feature  in  the  history  of  the  times,  is  that  a 
whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  tu- 
mult and  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive requiring  all  dues  to  the  Government  to 
be  collected  in  gold  and  silver.  Gold  and  silver 
no  longer  circulate — they  are  only  to  be  acquired 
by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regulated 
like  any  other  article  of  property,  by  the  pi-o- 
portion  between  the  supply  and  the  demand. 
They  are  articles  bought  and  sold  just  like  any 
other  commodity  of  trade,  and  have,  moreover, 
been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  great  de- 
mand which  has  existed  to  pay  foreign  debts, 
and  by  being  hoarded  in  banks  and  by  individ- 
uals. An  example  of  equal  daring,  on  the  part 
of  the  administration  of  a  Government,  does  not 
exist  on  record.  The  most  arbiti'ary  and  des- 
potic monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  a  throne, 
would  not  have  dared  to  issue  such  an  edict  as 
went  forth  from  the  Executive  of  this  Govern- 
ment after  the  deposit  banks  suspended  specie 
payment ;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such 
tyrant  have  been  safe  under  such  an  experi- 
ment. It  is  only  in  a  Government  at  least 
nominally  free,  and  claiming  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  could  be 
sustained  at  all ;  and,  but  for  the  .interests  of 
party,  which  have  for  some  years  been  para- 
mount to  every  other  in  this  country,  even  in 
this  free  government  the  administration  would 
have  been  compelled  to  have  convoked  Con- 
gress, or  to  have  permitted  the  public  taxes 
to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  within  one  month  from  the  com- 
mencement of  a  different  experiment.  The 
present  bill  proposes  to  sustain  this  gross  out- 
rage upon  the  people  ;  the  attempt  to  collect  a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, not  m  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try, which  the  Government  rejects  and  spurns, 
but  in  an  article  of  traffic,  in  a  species  of  prop- 
erty which  must  be  bought  at  any  sacrifice,  and 
when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  lap 
of  a  favorite  and  preferred  class.  No  other 
Government  could  stand  under  such  an  experi- 
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ment  sixty  days.  I  call  upon  the  House,  by 
rejecting  this  bill,  to  compel  the  administration 
to  abandon  this  unjust,  and  before  imheard-of 
policy. 

Mr.  Beonson  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  lis- 
tened to  the  debates  on  this  bill,  and  given  them 
all  due  attention ;  and  the  various  objections 
which  have  been  raised  in  the  progress  of  this 
discussion  against  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
have  received  from  me  attentive  consideration. 

I  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  was  such  as  to  war- 
rant it,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  which  to 
my  mind  is  a  sufficient  objection  against  it. 
Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  the 
point  at  which  we  have  arrived  in  this  discussion. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treas- 
ury is  nearly  or  quite  exhausted — that  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  money, 
either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unless  the  una- 
vailable funds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized  ?  I 
shall  not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  or  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, or  the  various  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume 
the  position  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasury,  or  that  such  will  be  the  case  very 
shortly — and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry  on 
the  operations  of  the  Government.  "Wo  are 
told  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  whole  of  this  debate  has  proceed- 
ed upon  that  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bell,)  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others, 
such  has  been  allowed  to  be  the  true  state  of 
the  Treasury  by  all  who  have  addressed  the 
House  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is 
now  presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall 
we  replenish  the  Treasury;  I  say  merely  the 
Treasury,  and  not  an  exhausted  or  bankrupt 
Treasury ;  for,  sir,  we  have  ample  resources, 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  realized,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxes  or  duties.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
resort  to  some  temporary  expedient  to  enable 
the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  furnish  the 
Treasury  with  the  necessary  means,  until  the 
debts  due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample 
but  at  present  unavailable  means  which  we 
have,  can  be  realized  without  unnecessary  dis- 
tress or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

You  have  now,  sir,  upon  your  table,  a  bill 
postponing  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  nine 
months,  and  another,  allowing  time  to  the 
deposit  banks  to  pay  the  balances  due  from 
them,  neither  of  which  are  yet  acted  upon  in 
this  House,  but  both  of  which,  so  far  as  any 
opinion  has  been  elicited,  meet  with  universal 
favor.  In  fact,  sir,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to 
support  both  of  those  measures ;  and  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  administration  and  to  this  bill, 
are  supposed  to  be  particularly  favorable  to 


those.  Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  then, 
fail  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill 
must  have  upon  those  measures?  Are  they 
sincere  in  desiring  a  delay  upon  the  duty  bonds, 
and  the  allowance  of  further  time  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in 
the  defeat  of  both  those  bills  ?  Are  they  will- 
ing to  assume  the  responsibility  of  denying 
any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the  duty  bonds, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
refusing  to  pass  this  bill?  I  apprehend,  sir, 
that  gentlemen  have  not  duly  weighed  these 
considerations,  and  yet  it  would  seem  impossi- 
ble that  they  can  have  overlooked  the  fact  that, 
by  exacting  immediate  payment  of  the  duty 
bonds  and  bank  balances,  not  only  the  security 
or  safety  of  the  debts  might  be  endangered,  but 
that  increased  pressure  and  distress  must  be  felt 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society ;  and 
yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  this 
bill  is  defeated  ? 

But,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  objection 
is  now  urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  had  been 
debated  nearly  two  days,  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy  in  disguise ;  a  scheme 
fraught  with  all  sorts  of  mischief  to  the  country 
and  danger  to  our  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  an  en- 
tering wedge  towards  a  permanent  national 
paper  currency.  The  changes  have  been  rang 
upon  these  words  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  until 
the  ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition  ;  and  ^ke  the 
old  United  States  Bank,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind 
of  "  stalking  horse  "  in  this  House,  sir,  this  idea 
of  a  "  Treasury  Bank  "  "a  Government  paper 
currency  "  has  become  akind  of  "  stalkinghorse  " 
to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this  floor  by 
every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten 
members  out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this 
measure.  Now,  sir,  I  am  as  much  opposed  to 
a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  in  op- 
posing any  measure  which  would  be  an  incipi- 
ent step  towards  such  an  institution,  or  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  an  irredeemable 
Government  paper  currency,  as  the  most  patri- 
otic of  them ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover 
the  lurking  dangers  with  which  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency 
lurking  about  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.  It  is, 
sir,  a  very  plain,  intelligible  bill,  just  what  it 
purports  to  be  on  the  face  of  it,  and  meaning 
nothing  more  than  is  expressed  ;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  a  limited  amount, 
to  fulfil  its  obligations ;  thus  anticipating  the 
moneys  due  to  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  it  without  laying  any  taxes  or 
new  duties.  The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is 
confined  to  ten  mUlions,  beyond  which  amount 
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no  issue  can  be  made ;  and,  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  I  will  myself  propose  the  amend- 
ment offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson,) 
limiting  the  time  within  which  these  notes  shall 
he  issued  to  the  first  of  June,  1839,  or  some 
other  shorter  time,  so  as  to  throw  around  the 
hill  all  those  safeguards  necessary  to  render  it, 
as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  face  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary. 
By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to 
extend  all  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  Govern- 
ment debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  only  the 
interest  but  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  do 
so;  we  shall  furnish  a  temporary  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  re- 
mittance to  Europe,  but  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union ;  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  equalize  exchanges,  retain  our  specie  from 
foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial  confi- 
dence, and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country, 
without  injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to 
our  institutions.  I  say  without  danger  to  our 
institutions;  for,  really,  sir,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  apprehen- 
sions of  gentlemen  on  that  point.  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this 
Government,  and  without  any  objection  as  to 
it's  constitutionality.  It  is  no  new  experiment, 
sir ;  no  trifling  with  the  supposed  powers  given 
us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  judicious  exer- 
cise of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a 
former  T3ongress,  as  by  sound  discretion  and  a 
just  regard  for  a  suffering  country. 

Mr.  Halsted  entered  into  an  argument  to 
prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit, 
and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. He  quoted  the  Message  of  General  Jack- 
son in  1836,  Judge  Marshall,  and  various  decis- 
ions of  the  Supremo  Court,  in  support  of  his 
position.  He  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to 
give  to  the  administration  the  power  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  as  they  evidently  had  no  right 
so  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  hill  itself,  indicated  that  the 
notes  were  intended  to  form  a  constituent  part 
of  the  currency,  which  of  itself  was  a  sufficient 
objection.  He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  provided  no  fund  for  the  re- 
demption of  such  notes,  and  quoted  authorities 
to  show  that  Government  debts  should  never 
be  incurred  without  some  specific  means'  being 
appropriated  for  their  liquidation.  It  was  like- 
wise his  opinion  that  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  would  prevent  the  banks  resuming  specie 
payment.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury 
bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  buy  up  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

[A  great  number  of  amendments  were  then  offered 
to  the  bill,  and  successively  rejected ;  when — ] 

[Got.  9.]— The  question  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  'Whole  on  the  state 


of  the  Union  in  the  whole  amendments  to  the 
bill  as  amended,  (being  a  substitution  of  the 
House  bill,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Southgatb's  mo- 
tion, as  for  the  Senate's  biU,)  it  was  decided  by 
— yeas  123,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  ■  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  "William  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Milter,  Montgomery,  Moore,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Penny^acker,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Plumer,  Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell— 127. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AUen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Ayerigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  E.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, Fry,  Gray,  Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  E.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris, 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips, 
Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Ramsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shep- 
ard.  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Soutbgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Albert  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  WilUiams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C,  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  Yorke — 98. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Tuesdat,  October  10. 
The  Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

The    House  went    into   Committee  of  the  ■ 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piokens,  the  Senate  bill, 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries, 
in  certain  oases,  on  public  officers,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Pickens  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  this 
committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those  ab- 
struse questions  connected  with  currency  and 
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trade.  I  too  well  -unclerstarLd  the  sagacity  of 
this  committee,  and  its  profound  common  sense, 
to  detain  them  long  upon  those  subjects.  I 
know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  discourse  here 
upon  currency,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if 
he  expects  to  command  the  attention  of  this 
body,  he  must  have  a  high  character  for  ex- 
perience, aad  be  blessed  also  with  a  good  old 
age.  Yes,  if  he  expects  to  entertain  this  House 
upon  those  abstruse  questions,  he  must  first  put 
on  the  "  powdered  wig  "  and  "  fair  top-boots," 
and  place  himself  on  the  "tripod,"  and  talk 
about  trade  and  commerce  beyond  the  waters, 
and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago.  Such  a  man  would  be  listened  to  as  a 
sage,  particularly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  ad- 
vocate of  some  peculiar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed 
the  prevailing  embarrassments  to  some  foreign 
or  remote  cause,  or  declared  them  to  be  owing 
to  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  something 
that  operated  deeply  upon  the  community, 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  avert ! 
If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doctrine  that  our 
suffering  and  ruin  have  sprung  from  over-spec- 
ulation, over-trading,  or  extravagance,  or  a 
combination  of  them  all ;  or  if  he  were  to  say 
that  many  a  man  had  been  brought  to  bank- 
ruptcy and  poverty  by  dashing  forth  in  a  coach 
and  four,  with  splendid  damask  curtains,  Brus- 
sels carpets,  and  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital 
in  reality  of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a 
credit  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  he  would  ad- 
vance such  sentiments  but  to  call  down  upon 
his  head  the  denunciations  of  the  wise  in  this 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness ! 
But  while  I  am  not  disposed  minutely  to  touch 
these  intricate  points,  I  cannot  altogether  over- 
look them  without  a  passing  notice. 

The  immediate  causes,  sir,  of  our  distress 
arise  from  that  peculiar  system  of  credit  and 
currency  which  has,  for  the  last  five  years, 
been  enlarged  so  extensively  both  in  England 
and  in  this  country.  In  England,  during  the 
year  183()  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
joint-stock  banks  were  created;  the  influence 
of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first  in  that  country, 
and  then  in  this.  Vast  facilities  were  extended 
to  our  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an 
extension  of  the  credit  system  here,  connected 
with  a  peculiar  juncture  in  our  affairs  during 
the  same  period.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was  supposed 
to  be  about  to  wind  up,  its  concerns.  For 
twenty  years  had  that  institution  held  a  con- 
trol over  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  and  hundreds,  I  might  Smost  say 
thousands,  of  other  institutions  were  created  in 
order  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  circulating 
medium  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue 
upon  the  decease  of  that  bank.  "We  all  know 
too,  (I  refer  to  these  things  as  matters  of  his- 
tory,) that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
against  that  institution ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  counter  interests  in  society,  the 
deposits  of  this  Government  were  placed  in 
local  institutions ;  and  that  these  latter,  after 


being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Government, 
with  an  immense  surplus,  were  expressly  en- 
couraged, nay  more,  enjoined,  to  enlarge  their 
circulation.  This,  connected  with  the  extended 
credit  system  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  long 
peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in 
our  stocks,  had  the  effect  of  expanding  our 
local  currency  and  credits,  and  produced  a  gi- 
gantic system  of  speculation  and  enterprise 
never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  before. 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  increased  amount  of  mere, 
issues  alone ;  but  the  bills,  checks,  and  other 
substitutes  for  money  which  these  banks 
brought  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  ap- 
parent prosperity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  ex- 
pand and  place  unbounded  means  within  the 
grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member  of 
society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmos- 
phere, and  gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune 
that  glittered  before  his  excited  imagination. 

This  system  has  one  remarkably  peculiar 
feature.  It  grows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished 
under  free  institutions.  But  there  is  another 
remarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  after  it  has 
spread  itself  into  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
then,  sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are 
deeply  identified  with  it,  (although  at  first 
springing  up  under  free  institutions,)  soon  be- 
come disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Government,  no  matter  how  despotic, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform 
or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  necessarily  produce  an  electric 
shock  in  this  delicate  and  vital  credit  system, 
which  would  be  felt,  and  extend  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  far  re- 
moved from  it  as  possible ;  and,  if  it  be  once 
brought  into  contact  with  a  lawless  Govern- 
ment, it  must  either  fall  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  sup- 
port, and  become  intimately  identified  with  it. 
Now  I  am  about  to  refer  to  something  which 
belongs  to  the  history  of  this  question,  and 
which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not 
to  be  disregarded,  but  presents  a  lesson  of  pro- 
found wisdom,  which  no  one  can  reflect  upon 
without  profit.  The  war  made  upon  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic deposits — a  seizure  without  law- — caused 
local  institutions  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  an  all-powerful  hand 
here,  dispensing  distinction  and  patronage  and 
wealth,  until  all  society  became,  as  it  were,  de- 
pendent upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no 
man  be  induced  to  create  the  same  state  of 
things  again,  when  a  bold  and  daring  genius 
may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same  career,  and 
bring  the  property  and  honest  industry  of  the 
country  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  liim  who 
may  give  life  and  soul  to  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 
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This  conflict  produced  a  tremendous  shock, 
and  even  the  banking  system  itself,  the  local 
institutions,  created  for  the  express  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  warfare  against  that  overshadow- 
ing central  institution,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects. 
And  hero  I  will  say,  that  though  I  ever  be- 
lieved in  the  unconstitutionality  of  that  institu- 
tion, yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it  never 
could  have  succeeded  without  raising  up  pow- 
erful local  antagonist  interests.  The  effect  of 
.  that  war  was  felt  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
sagacious  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for  any 
result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  invest- 
ments ;  and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  such 
extensive  investments  in  real  estate,  to  the 
amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in  two  years 
alone,  in  the  public  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  spec- 
ulations, such  as  town  and  village  property,  &c. 
This  conflict  against  credit,  deeply  affecting 
currency,  was  anticipated  by  capitalists,  who 
preferred  risking  the  loss  of  something  in  the 
high  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of 
all.  It  was  at  least  investing  in  something  be- 
yond total  destruction  from  an  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  when  this  change  began,  and  the  capital- 
ists began  to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  country  also  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  contract  too.  And  what  was  the 
result  ?  Why,  the  result  was  exactly  what  we 
now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1836,  the 
deposit  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect 
in  1837.  I  was  a  supporter  of  that  law,  sir, 
but  I  understood  it  at  that  time,  as  I  now  un- 
derstand it  to  bo,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for  gen- 
eral account  and  settlement  with  those  institu- 
tions which  had,  up  to  that  time,  leaned  upon, 
and  been  sustained  by,  the  credit  and  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government.  They  were  there- 
fore compelled  by  that  distribution  or  deposit 
act,  and  particularly  in  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general 
account.  Their  paper  was  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  be  "  convertible "  paper,  or  they 
themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. This  circumstance,  connected  with  our 
immense  foreign  debt,  and  the  demand  thereby 
produced  for  specie,  or  its  representative, 
abroad,  brought  about  this  result;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
country,  under  a  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks. 

But,  Ml".  Chairman,  I  will  say  here  that  the 
great  and  radical  difficulty,  and,  in  fact,  the 
primary  cause,  that  produced  the  present  state 
of  things,  arises  from  the  peculiar  currency, 
which,  in  modern  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and 
its  peculiar  capacity  for  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion, in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of 
banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly  from  the 
fact,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  has  de- 


pended upon  and  been  so  deeply  identified  with 
Government,  and  its  financial  action,  for  sup- 
port and  extensive  credit.  This  is  the  real  and 
radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  great 
shock  in  our  modern  banking  and  credit  sys- 
tem. 

Sir,  under  this  suspenson  of  specie  payments 
the  Government  is  found  in  a  peculiar  situa- 
tion. Under  the  law  of  1816  it  can  receive,  in 
payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver, or  convertible  paper,  or  notes  of  the  then 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  the  latter  clause 
became,  however,  practically  repealed  when 
these  institutions  suspended  specie  payments, 
thereby  making  their  paper  inconvertible. 
Then  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country.  Under  the  law,  the  Government 
could  not  take  inconvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  with  the  honorable  ex- 
ception, perhaps,  of  one  or  two  banks  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  institution 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  And  now,  sir,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not 
whether  you  will  separate  the  banks  from  the 
Government,  because  that  is  already  done,  but 
the  great  question  is,  whether  and  how  we 
shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks. 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three 
alternatives  presented  to  us : 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather 
the  Government,  with  the  State  institutions,  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  connected 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  second  is,  the  proposition  creating  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  national  institu- 
tion to  conduct  the  fiscal  operations  of  this 
Government,  and  regulate  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country. 

The  third  is,  the  proposition  on  your  table, 
sir,  to  separate  the  Government  and  its  agents 
from  all  banks  whatever. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition :  if  we 
do  not  separate  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  this  peculiar  juncture  of  our  affairs,  we  never 
can  separate  them.  The  system  will  be  fixed 
upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  run  the 
same  round  we  have  done  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  in  pei-iodical  terms,  and  then  he  ia 
the  same,  or  worse  condition — distracted  and 
embarrassed  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  as  to  the  comparison  between  the  State 
bank  system,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  peculiar 
policy  of  separating  the  Government  and  its 
agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heard 
too  much  declamation  and  no  little  denuncia- 
tion of  that  system,  that  it  is  the  most  out- 
rageous proposition  ever  presented  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  ;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank. 
Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon 
that  subject,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  (better 
suited  to  newspaper  politics  than  grave  legisla- 
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tion,)  but  I  confess  to  you  that  that  declama- 
tion only  reminds  me  very  strongly  of  the  de- 
scription of  a  certain  grandiloquent  class  of 
poets  which  a  profound  and  polished  ancient 
critic  describes  as  swelling — 

"  Incepti3  gravibiis  plerumque  et  magna  professis, 
Purpureas,  late  qui  splcndeat,  unus  et  alter 
Assuitur  pannus." 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect, 
because  you  cannot  present  any  system  to  the 
people  that  is  so.  All  questions  upon  which  a 
practical  legislator  is  called  to  act,  involve  more 
or  less  a  comparison  of  evils,  and  we  must  not 
adopt  any  measure  as  perfect,  but  as  embracing 
the  lesser  evil.  AVe  must  go  on  to  perfect  de- 
tails after  the  establishment  of  great  and  vital 
principles.  It  is  neither  pretended,  sir,  that 
this  bill  involves  no  patronage :  it  certainly 
does  to  a  degree.  But  the  question  is,  whether 
this  system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local 
banks  as  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  con- 
tains or  involves  the  most  patronage  ?  Now, 
upon  that  point,  permit  me  here  to  say  that  I 
feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anx- 
ious reflection  upon  the  question  heretofore. 
The  question  is  between  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  an  individual,  and  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tell  me  that 
a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politics  of 
the  country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts 
and  accommodations  to  its  friends,  and  refuse 
them  to  its  enemies,  has  no  more  influence  than 
an  individual,  is  to  tell  me  what  is  contradicted 
by  the  daily  experience  of  every  man  ;  even  if 
that  individual  have  millions  of  the  public 
money  in  his  possession  for  safe-keeping.  Sir, 
the  one  system  winds  and  spreads  itself  into  all 
the  secret  and  business  recesses  of  society. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and  high- 
minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradation 
and  sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost 
invisible  power.  I  have  seen  them  around  their 
domestic  firesides,  with  every  thing  apparently 
to  bless  and  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  full  of 
sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were 
the  confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys 
and  their  sorrows,  were  in  doubt  and  ignorance 
as  to  the  causes  of  melancholy  and  dejection. 

Sir,  this  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  penetrates  unseen,  but,  alas !  not 
unifelt,  into  the  most  retired  scenes  of  society. 
No  man  can  tell  upon  what  power  he  is  de- 
pending when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  and 
assistance  from  this  system.  No  man  can  tell 
what  the  situation  of  his  neighbor  may  be — 
what  his  obligations — his  alliances  and  con- 
tracts, that  swerve  him  from  the  path  of  inde- 
pendence and  rectitude.  Then  how  can  you 
say  that  such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and 
dependent  upon  Government,  has  less  patron- 
age than  that  which  makes  an  individual  re- 
sponsible for  whatever  public  funds  ho  may 
have  in  his  custody,  without  the  power  of  loan- 
ing, without  the  power  of  discounting,  without 
the  power  of  accomraodatipg  a  friend,  or  refus- 
ing an  enemy,  unless  he  chooses  openly  to  incur 


the  odium  and-  penalty  of  crime  and  misde- 
meanor ?  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  question 
admits  of  no  argument  so  far  as  the  question 
of  patronage  is  concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  felt  myself  some- 
what committed  on  this  subject.  In  1835,  a 
friend  of  mine  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gordon,) 
now  not  a  member  of  this  House,  (and  I  will 
here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Vir- 
ginia in  her  proudest  days  of  glory  and  fame,) 
presented  the  very  identical  proposition  to  this 
House  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  on  your 
table.  For  that  proposition,  sir,  I  then  voted. 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  the  effects  of  that  measure 
to  bring  about  honesty  in  the  Government,  and 
secure  the  independence  of  the  people.  True,  I 
was  then  but  a  very  young  man,  and  had  but 
for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  seat  in  this  House ; 
yet,  sir,  I  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  ob- 
servation and  reflection.  And  although  young, 
yet,  to  use  the  language  applied  to  another,  I 
was  old  enough — 

"Acta  parentuin  jam  legere,  et  quse  sit  poterit  cognoscero 
Tirtus." 

Sir,  I  had  formed  my  judgment  then,  and 
have  not  yielded  it  since.  On  the  contrary,  the 
experience  between  then  and  now  has  only 
tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 

I  desire  tlie  Clerk  to  read  the  proposition  and 
the  vote  upon  it. 

"  The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Gordon,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  strike  out  all 
thereof  after  the  enacting  words,  and  insert : 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  day  of ,  in 

the  year ,  the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue, 

at  places  where  the  sums  collected  shall  not  exceed 

the  sum  of dollars  per  annum,   shall  be   the 

agents  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations, 
and  give  such  bond  and  security  as  he  shall  prescribe 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  office ;  and  shall 
receive,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  now  allowed 

by  law, per  centum  on  the  sums  disbursed  ;  so 

that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per 

annum. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be' it  further  enacted,  That,  at  all 
places  where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  public  revenue,  and  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Treasurer  shall  prescribe, 

and  shall  receive  for  their  services per  centum 

per  annum  on  the  sum  disbursed  :  provided  it  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of dollars  per  annum. 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,   from 

and  after  the day  of ,  the  whole  revenue 

of  the  United  States,  derived  from  customs  of  lands 
or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins 
of  the  United  States." 

This  received  33  votes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nor  have 
I  caused  the  vote  upon  that  proposition  to  be 
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read,  to  show  the  consistency  or  inconsistency 
of  any  honorable  member  of  this  body.  My 
sole  and  entire  object  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  proposition,  and  that, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  is  the  very  identical 
proposition  npon  which  I  then  voted  coolly  and 
deliberately.  I  have  no  desire,  sir,  to  show 
that  there  has  been  any  contradiction  on  the 
part  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  or  that 
there  has  been  any  change  in  their  opinions. 
It  is  with  neither  of  those  views  that  I  had  the 
proposition  read.  I  will  now  quote  a  paragraph 
from  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion, made  at  the  time,  as  illustrating  the  views 
under  which  we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  por- 
trays what  has  really  happened  since,  and  what, 
I  fear,  we  will  again  see,  if  the  system  be  con- 
tinued.    Mr.  Gordon  said : 

"  There  is  another  consideration  which  has  induced 
me  to  offer  this  amendment.  We  may  all  very 
plainly  see  that  the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  is 
the  rock  on  which  the  permanency  of  this  republic  is 
likely  to  be  wreclced.  And  the  vehemence  of  this 
contest  will  ever  be  in  proportion  to  the  Executive 
patronage.  But  for  this,  the  office  would  have  no 
allurements  but  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but  with  this 
concomitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  which  may  one 
day  prove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system.  If 
we  do  not  separate  the  influence  of  the  Executive 
from  the  interest  of  banlving  corporations,  we  shall 
have  another  controversy  on  the  subject  of  banlis. 
The  political  will  be  united  with  the  money  power ; 
the  contest  must  come  ;  it  will  come.  Ton  will  wit- 
ness a  struggle  in  this  Capitol  between  State  banks 
and  federal  banks  ;  and  the  combatants  for  the  Pres- 
ident's chair  will  be  found  contending  in  diiferent 
ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people,  if  you  wish  to  put 
down  this  fearful  contest  for  the  Presidential  chair — 
I  had  almost  said  Presidential  throne — separate,  I 
beseech  you,  banking  and  politics.  Let  the  banks 
facilitate  the  exchanges  of  commerce,  and  further  the 
interest  of  trade ;  but  let  them,  I  pray  you,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Government." 

The  predictions  of  my  friend  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  letter.  What  have  we  seen?  You 
brought  into  existence  a  system  of  State  banks, 
connected  from  one  end  of  this  Confederacy  to 
another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting  upon 
those  deposits,  organized  and  controlled  by,  and 
responsible  to  one  man,  and  then  brought  into 
overwhelming  conflict,  as  I  believe,  with  the 
freedom  of  elections.  Sir,  I  speak  plainly.  I 
believed  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this  was 
the  true  source  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentlemen  may  speak  as  they  please ;  they  may 
deny,  and  say  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ; 
but  who  is  it  that  knows  any  thing  of  the  oper- 
ations of  banks — who  is  it,  at  all  acquainted 
with  their  peculiar  influence,  who  is  not  irre- 
sistibly impressed ;  with  their  tremendous  pow- 
er? Sir,  I  believe  they  did  more  than  any 
thing  else  to  elect  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be  called  upon, 
and  urged  to  re-organizo  such  a  system,  and 


abandon  the  position  I  then  assumed  ?  The 
experience  of  the  last  three  years  strengthens 
my  position.  It  may  be  denied,  but  I  conscien- 
tiously believe  that  these  institutions  have  con- 
trolled, more  or  less,  not  only  the  destinies  of 
this  Government,  but  the  destinies  of  the  people 
of  this  country  during  that  period.  Yes,  we  all 
know  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  enough 
was  developed  upon  this  floor  to  demonstrate 
that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  whole, 
and  for  one  and  the  same  purpose.  Yes,  sir, 
we  have  seen  this  cordon  of  leagued  banks, 
with  their  various  interests,  raising  their  ban- 
ner from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
upon  which  was  inscribed  the  infamous  motto, 
"  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils ;  "  and  calling 
upon  their  mercenary  bands  to  gather  in  to  the 
plunder  of  sacked  cities  and  subjugated  prov- 


Wedjiesdat,  October  11. 

Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Wise  on  the  19th  of  September : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
by  ballot  to  inquire  into  the  course  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  into  the  causes  of  the  delays  and  failures, 
and  the  expenditures  which  have  attended  the  prose- 
cution of  that  war,  and  into  the  manner  of  its  con- 
duct, and  the  facts  of  its  history  generally ;  that  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the  recess, 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  Glascoce:  had  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  striking  all  out  after  the  word  "  re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following : 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causes  of 
the  extraordinary  delays  and  failure,  and  the  expen- 
ditures which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the 
same,  and  all  the  facts  connected  with  its  history 
generally ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Howahd  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,"  and 
insert  "  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed." 

Mr.  McKay  opposed  the  raising  of  this  Select 
Committee,  because  the  same  subject  was  now 
under  investigation  in  various  ways.  It  had 
been  referred  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  insti- 
tuted, and  had  made  a  report  in  part,  and  he 
understood  would  probably  report  in  full  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  Besides  this,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
(Mr.  Bell)  had  moved  to  have  this  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  and  after  a  lengthy, 
and  no  doubt  arduous  investigation,  the  papers 
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had  been  reported  back  to  the  House  without 
coming  to  any  conclusion  thereon.  He  pre- 
sumed, however,  that,  at  tlie  commencement 
of  the  regular  session,  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  "would  move  to  liave  the  subject 
again  referred  _to  that  committee,  and  proceed 
with  the  invea'tigation.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, see  the  necessity  of  raising  this  Select  Com- 
mittee, because  it  was  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  the  matter,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  had  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  performed  their  duty 
faithfully,  so  far  as  they  went,  and  laid  before 
the  House  information  which,  to  use  his  own 
expression,  had  made  the  blood  tingle  in  his 
veins.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings before  the  House  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  In  relation  to  the  causes  of  de- 
lays and  failures  of  the  campaigns,  it  wiU  be 
recollected  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by 
the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  the 
oflBcers  engaged  in  the  first  campaign  (Scott, 
Gaines,  and  Clinch)  were  fuUy  examined,  and 
the  court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fail- 
ures and  delays  of  the  campaigns  were  in  con- 
sequence of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  the 
impregnability  of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence 
of  all  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  commanding  generals,  and  the  difB- 
culty  in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from 
one  point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tri- 
bunal, all  the  causes  of  the  failures  of  the  cam- 
paigns conducted  by  Generals  Gaines  and  Scott 
were  examined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could  not 
be  designed  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  com- 
mander in  Florida,  (General  Jesup,)  at  a  time 
when  he  was  just  preparing  and  organizing  his 
forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere 
with  this  campaign  before  tliere  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  any  thing  with  it.  It  would  be 
interfering  with  the  legitimate  duties  of  the 
Executive  to  send  an  investigating  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  into 
Florida ;  and,  by  so  doing,  the  whole  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  approaching 
campaign  might  be  set  aside.  Mr.  MoK.  next 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  who  had  stated  that  the 
probable  causes  of  failures  of  the  campaigns  in 
Florida  had  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army  in 
Florida.  He  admitted  that  there  might  be 
some  justice  in  this  remark,  but  said  the  sub- 
ject had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  referred  to 
an  order  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  ofiicers  of  the  army  on  detached  service 
to  join  their  regiments  and  companies,  in  which 
order  the  President  had  said  that  this  state  of 
things  must  no  longer  exist.  If  any  notice  was 
to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
House,  it  was  the  legitimate  business  of  the 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  take  charge 
of  it,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  the  matter 
under  consideration.  In  relation  to  the  subject 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
very  large,  amounting,  he  believed,  to  about ; 
seven  millions":  but  he  could  see  no  necessity  • 
of  appointing  a  select  committee  to  take  charge 
of  this  subject,  when  we  have  committees  ap- 
pointed under  the  rules  whose  special  business 
it  was  to  take  charge  of  these  subjects.  He 
alluded  to  the  Committees  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Executive  Departments,  all  of  which 
committees  he  believed  were  composed  of  ma- 
jorities opposed  to  the  administration.  The 
Committee  on  the  Expendit;ires  of  the  War 
Department  should  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  report  upon  it.  Mr.  MoK.  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motion.  If  there  was  to  be  any  investiga- 
tion at  all,  it  was  as  necessary  and  as  practica- 
ble now  as  it  could  be  ever.  He  hpped  the 
committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and 
pursue  the  inquiries  during  the  recess,  so  as  to 
report,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  next  session. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  investiga- 
tions of  alleged  extraordinary  abuses  to  stand- 
ing committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  the 
pending  motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Adams.  The  question  is  an  eiitire  new 
question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  as  to  what 
committee  it  shall  be  referred  to,  but  whether 
it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogether.  The 
whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  went 
to  the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  House 
to  trouble  itself  at  all  about  the  matter,  and 
would  be  just  as  strong  an  argument  against 
the  investigation  in  December  as  now.  Mr.  A. 
alluded  again  to  the  investigation  made  under 
the  direction  of  Congress  by  the  late  Executive, 
and  said  that  the  horrible  disclosures  of  that 
report  convinced  liim  still  more  strongly  than 
ever  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  inquiry. 
He  replied  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  MoKat, 
with  regard  to  the  propositions  of  various  com- 
mittees, as  the  proper  referees  of  the  subject 
before  the  House.  Among  the  rest,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  been  recommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  that  the  commit- 
tees on  expenditures  were  sinecures,  without 
pay,  and  without  duty  also.  A  chairman  of 
one  of  them  (Mr.  Hawes)  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  to- 
gether, and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues ! 
Mr.  A.  had  intended  to  ofl'er  a  resolution  to  re- 
scind the  rule  requiring  that  those  committees 
should  be  appointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  further,  to  the  argument  of 
Mr.  MoKat,  that  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  MUitary  Affairs  was  the  same  in  pre- 
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vious  administrations  as  now.  That  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  still  continue  to  be 
so,  Mr.  A.  contended. 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  conamittee 
eight  members  from  the  South,  and  only  one 
from  the  Northern  section  of  the  country,  Mr. 
A.  said  that  the  reason  must  be  that  the  people 
of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
referrible  to  it.  As  to  the  interest  of  all  the 
New  England  States,  as  well  as  those  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in 
the  benefit  that  would  result  to  them  from  the 
enormous  expenditures  of  public  money  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A. 
admitted  it  was  very  little  indeed.  I5ut  they 
had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  amount  of  those 
expenditures,  at  all  everits.  "Were  the  army 
disbanded  to-morrow,  it  would  be  money  in 
their  pockets  ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  fact  as 
another  exemplification  of  that  profound  philo- 
sophical theory  of  his  friend  from'  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson,)  who  had  said  that  the 
money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  he  had  made  these 
remarks,  that  gentleman  had  published  his 
speech,  and  he  had  now  turned  the  globe  half 
round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to  the  East, 
and  not  the  North.  Well,  sir,  be  it  then  "  the 
East!" 

Suh-Treasury  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  SMifti,  of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Pickens  said  that  he  considered  himself 
bound,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill,  to  move  that  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  thne.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  105, 
nays  36. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  opposed  to  the  sub-Treas- 
ury bill,  because  it  violated  the  constitution  of 
the  country — if  not  its  plain  and  palpable  literal 
language,  its  spirit,  which  is  its  life-blood,  and 
which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  of  the 
nation.  That  spirit  is  the  principle  that  the 
people  shall  govern  themselves.  The  mode  of 
choosing  pviblic  officers,  the  appointment  of 
those  officers,  duties,  &c.,  are  but  the  trappings 
of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle,  which 
is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan, 
and  the  researches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be 
the  atmosphere  by  which  we  should  be  sus- 
tained and  strengthened,  and  from  which  we 
should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

'The  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  people  of  this  Union,  Mr.  II.  looked  upon 
as  a  great  partnership.  There  should  be  a  com- 
mon credit  or  discredit,  a  common  honor  or 
dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  be- 
tween them.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of 
the  Government  should  be  reflected  upon  the 
people.  The  arm  of  power  should  not  be 
wielded  over  the  governed,  to  be  looked  up  to 
as  paramount.  The  people  should  not,  while 
struggling  amidst  discontent,  embarrassment, 


and  perplexity,  be  insulted  by  the  spectacle  of 
their  Government  walking  free,  unfettered,  un- 
embarrassed, and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  that 
this  was  no  new  proposition ;  that  England  and 
France  had  furnished  examples  of  similar 
schemes ;  and  not  long  since  (though  perhaps 
not  parliamentary  to  allude  particularly  to  it 
on  that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  golden 
bible,  (Mr.  Benton,  of  the  Senate,)  had  instanced 
Rome  also  as  furnishing  a  similar  example.  In 
reply  to  these  allusions,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
difference  between  the  institutions  of  England 
and  France  and  those  of  our  own  country,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  Government 
upon  those  examples  ?  Why  not  establish  the 
"  divine  right  of  kings  "  principle  throughout ; 
create  a  standing  army,  authorize  a  system  of 
passports,  and  all  the  rest?  And  Eome,  too; 
Rome  had  her  quaastors,  or  public  treasurers ! 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  she  had;  and  they  "grew 
by  what  they  fed  on."  They  followed  the 
Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every  situa- 
tion, were  ever  the  links  between  the  worn- 
down  people  and  the  overbearing  Government. 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
before  the  committee.  The  public  money  is  to 
be  given  by  the  Executive  to  the  different  dis- 
bursing officers.  Defalcation  would  ensue  de- 
falcation, as  the  consequence  of  this  provision. 
Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  frauds  of  the 
officers  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  public 
revenues,  there  would  be  the  brawling  syco- 
phant, and  the  unscrupulous  partisan,  whose 
very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subserviency 
to  Executive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more 
to  one  administration  than  to  another.  This 
would  ever  be  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a  law.  In  case  of  an  election  depending 
in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there  would 
be  a  call  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  exertions. 
On  one  side  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the 
other  his  office ;  and  he  would  console  himself, 
while  making  the  sacriflce  of  the  former  to  the 
latter,  that  the  bread  of  his  wife  and  children 
depended  upon  it.  And  who  will  call  the  de- 
faulter in  such  a  case  to  account  ?  The  Execu- 
tive ?  This  would  never  be ;  and,  as  to  the 
Congress?  That,  too,  was  powerless.  The 
proceedings  of  the  last  Congress,  under  similar 
circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  mon- 
strous doctrine  which  had  been  broached  under 
the  late  administration,  that  every  officer  of  the 
Government  was  accountable  to  the  Executive 
alone ;  and  he  only  to  the  impeaching  power 
of  Congress ;  and  insisted  that  no  people  were 
ever  strong  enough  to  resist  the  union  of  the 
purse  and  sword  of  Government. 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended  the  money 
of  the  people  would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be 
less  safe  than  in  banks,  where  the  stockholders' 
interests  require  the  selection  of  careful  direc- 
tors and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  single  hand,  to  guard  those 
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interests.  And  to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from 
the  Congressional  Debates  of  1835,  an  opinion 
of  one  who  he  wished  could  talce  a  part  in  that 
debate,  and  sustain  the  views  he  had  once  ex- 
pressed, and  which  he  would  now  quote — views 
which  he  was  confident  the  high  regard  for  his 
opinions,  entertained  by  the  members  of  that 
House,  would  lead  them  to  regard  with  great 
respect ;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a.  debate  in  1835,  had  said  that 
"  corporations  were  safer  than  any  individual 
could  be,  as  the  depository  of  public  moneys," 
because  corporations  were  bound  together  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense 
aggregate  of  wealth,  which  furnished  a  safe 
security,  &c. 

Mr.  HuNTEB,  of  "Virginia,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  arise  under  the  painful  sense  that  I  am  asking 
almost  too  much  of  this  committee,  when  I 
throw  myself  upon  its  indulgence  whilst  I  ex- 
press my  views  in  relation  to  the  subject  be- 
fore us.  But  our  present  position  is  highly 
responsible ;  the  consequences  of  our  action  in 
the  existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  coun- 
try, and  I  wish  to  be  heard  in  vindication  of  the 
principles  which  will  govern  my  course.  We 
stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial 
revolution  ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explo- 
sion in  the  credit  system,  through  which  the 
stream  of  capital  circulates  and  dispenses  its 
mighty  agency  to  the  country.  Old  channels 
have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  when  every  institution 
of  the  land  is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and 
our  most  important  interests  are  sympathizing 
with  the  distress  in  the  circulating  system  of 
the  body  politic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are 
turned  in  anxious  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience 
under  calamities  which  would  have  goaded 
almost?  any  other  people  to  tumult  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  they  have  even  foreborne  to  speak 
forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the 
clamor  might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of 
those  whose  peculiar  task  it  was  to  work  the 
ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon  which  it  was 
driving — "  Ncc  tumulttis,  nee  quies;  "  but  there 
is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which 
more  forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that, 
upon  this  occasion,  "  our  country  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty."  I  feel,  sir,  a  most  pain- 
ful sense  of  the  responsibility  of  my  position. 
On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  be 
justified  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  who  lightly 
tampers  with  the  important  interests  now  con- 
cerned in  our  action ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  per- 
sonal or  party  considerations  were  to  deter  me 
from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  the  country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  de- 
serve to  be  pursued  through  all  posterity  with 
execrations.  I  might,  perhaps,  escape  respon- 
sibility by  declaring  that,  as  I  liad  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was 
bound  to  do  nothing  towards  restoring  things 
to  a  sounder  condition.  Sir,  I  scorn  the  excuse. 
I  think  I  see  something  which  may  be  done  for 


the  good  of  the  country,  and  I  am  willing  to 
share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  will 
attempt  it.  In  taking  my  course,  I  form  no 
new  connections,  I  make  no  alliances ;  I  act  as 
I  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not  for 
party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  coun- 
try. I  tread  all  personal  and  party  considera- 
tions into  the  dust,  when  they  present  them- 
selves in  competition  with  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Ohariman,  if  I  can  free  this  Government 
from  a  corrupting  connection,  if  I  can  aid  in 
so  moulding  its  action  as  to  remove  the  causes 
by  which  it  has  disturbed  the  natural  level  of 
our  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one  more 
step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  which  Amer- 
ican trade  ought  to  enjoy,  I  shall  be  content,  be 
my  own  fate  what  it  may  ;  but  if  I  should  un- 
fortunately work  harm  where  I  mean  good,  I 
shall  only  regret  that  others  will  suffer  under 
the  consequences  of  my  mistake.  But,  sir,  I 
turn  from  these  considerations  to  the  great 
question  before  us.  How  can  we  exercise  the 
powers  given  us  by  the  constitution,  and  re- 
mould the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and 
prevent  their  recurrence  again?  It  has  been 
well  said  that  debt  is  the  evil  under  which  we 
are  suffering.  The  real  balance  of  trade  has 
been  against  us ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie ;  tad 
the  currency  system  of  the  country,  having 
been  inflated  beyond  its  just  dimensions,  was 
unable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  conversion  so 
sudden.  What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  re- 
lieve the  people  from  this  pressure  ?  There  are 
but  two  modes  of  relief  from  debt ;  the  one 
consists  in  its  payment,  and  the  other  palliates 
the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide  be- 
tween several  years  the  burden  which  Is  too 
heavy  for  one.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  means 
of  paying  the  debt.  Governments  may  spend 
money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  always  result- 
ed, like  the  vain  search  after  the  philosopherls 
stone,  in  more  expense  than  profit. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  McCul- 
loch,  one  of  the  ablest  political  economists  of 
the  present  day,  that  our  system  of  banking  is 
the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not  stop  now 
to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  his 
conclusion ;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its 
natural  tendencies  are  to  produce  a  state  of 
things  like  the  present,  if  I  succeed  in  showing, 
first,  that  it  causes  a  false  distribution  of  cap- 
ital, and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased 
action  in  the  credit  and  currency  systems  by 
forming  an  improper  connection  between  them. 

According  to  our  banking  policy  these  insti- 
tutions have  the  exclusive  right  of  making  a 
paper  currency ;  and  their  paper  is  only  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  public  dues.  To  these 
exclusive  pri-s-ileges  they  unite  the  power  of 
drawing  interest  from  an  amount  greatly  ex- 
ceeding then-  capitals.     Take,  in  connection 
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with  this,  the  usury  laws,  which  exist,  I  be- 
lieve, in  all  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  you 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaned  through 
bank  agency,  will  draw  an  interest  greatly  ex- 
ceeding that  which  any  other  capitalist  can  de- 
rive from  money  lent.  The  loanable  capital  of 
the  country  will  of  course  seek  that  investment, 
and  fill  those  channels  of  circulation  before  it 
reaches  any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  ar- 
tificial direction  thus  given  to  capital,  is  its  false 
distribution  between  the  different  sections  of 
that  country,  and  the  different  classes  of  society 
in  that  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  ex- 
clusive privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will 
seek  the  places  in  which  these  institutions  exist, 
until  it  has  exhausted  the  demand  for  it  there, 
before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the  same 
country  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will 
do  so,  because,  through  bank  agency,  it  can  de- 
rive more  than  the  legal  interest  within  the 
sphere  of  its  operations,  whilst  beyond  that 
sphere  its  profits  are  confined  to  that  interest. 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon 
capital  lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes 
whose  labor  brings  a  speedy  return,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  agriculturists,  whose  returns  are 
slow.  Loans  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  are  ob- 
viously more  profitable  than  those  for  longer 
periods.  It  is  the  difference  between  simple 
and  compound  interest.  The  merchant,  there- 
fore, whose  outlay  is  speedily  returned  to  him, 
can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  gen- 
enerally  annual,  finds  himself  forced  to  pay 
compound,  for  what  the  merchant  returns  only 
simple  interest.  The  effect  of  this  is  so  much 
felt,  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gen- 
erally understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received 
almost  as  an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  afford 
to  go  into  bank.  There  is  yet  another  mode, 
sir,  in  which  the  system  produces  a  false  distri- 
bution of  capital.  The  available  profits  of  these 
institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  in- 
surance offices.  The  directors,  under  these  ex- 
traordinary advantages,  may  run  the  risk  of 
insuring  a  favorite's  credit  when  it  is  doubtful, 
when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus 
the  fair  trader  will  be  injured  by  the  reckless  and 
often  ruinous  competition  of  these  men,  who 
have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose.  This,  sir,  will 
always  happen  when  a  bank  has  supplied  the 
demands  of  good  customers  without  reaching 
the  limits  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them. 
The  temptation  to  run  this  risk  is  so  strong 
that  they  too  often  yield  to  it. 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial 
laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  which  are 
introduced  into  our  currency  and  credit  (as  I 
maintain)  by  the  banking  system  as  it  exists 
here.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and  credit 
to  the  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ordained  by 
nature  for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  that  self-regulating  power  which  would  adapt 
them  to  the  changing  condition  of  society,  and 
harmonize  them  with  each  other,  our  Govfern.- 


ments  vainly  practise  their  political  alchemy> 
to  the  injury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destruction 
of  both.  At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  these 
corporations  with  incompatible  functions.  We 
unite  in  them  the  money-making  and  the 
money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  sir,  are  the 
inevitable  consequences  ?  Why,  they  make  as 
much  money  as  possible,  that  they  may  have 
the  more  to  lend.  They  have  a  direct  interest  in 
issuing  as  much  as  possible,  and  they  always 
do  it.  When  their  capitals  are  loaned  out,  they 
cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  country, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency. 
The  latter,  under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an 
undue  proportion,  and  when  once  it  is  beyond 
its  level,  its  overfiow  is  inevitable.  Debase  it 
in  the  least  degree,  and  its  downward  tendency 
is  ever  increasing.  The  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  price  of 
commodities,  the  catastrophe  is  unavoidable. 
The  merchant  who  deals  annually  in  $10,000 
of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1  per  bushel, 
will  require  $20,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal  in 
the  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  which 
supplied  the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat 
was  at  one  dollar,  are  unable  to  meet  that  de- 
mand, when  it  is  at  double  its  former  price. 
The  cry  is,  therefore,  "  more  banks,"  and  more 
paper  money  is  the  consequence,  until  the  pro- 
portion between  the  currency  and  the  material 
wealth  of  that  country  is  greater  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  If  the  real  balance  of  trade 
then  turns  for  a  moment  against  us,  a  great 
commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  our 
currency  becomes  more  profitable  than  that  in 
our  commodities.  This  currency  promises  to 
be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is  of  uniform 
value  everywhere.  The  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  converti- 
ble, and  when  the  paper  currency  is  purehased 
with  commodities,  the  holder  seeks  a  redemp- 
tion of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

If  the  State  Governments  will  have  a  paper, 
currency,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  safest  mode 
in  which  they  can  put  it  forth.  But  a  paper 
currency  put  forth  by  Government  on  any  other 
principle,  will  always  have  the  unfortunate  ef- 
fect of  continually  changing  the  measure  of 
value  by  which  contracts  are  to  be  adjusted. 
Different  Governments  adopt  different  rules  of 
issue.  The  proportion  of  paper  currency  to 
material  wealth  is  different  in  each.  A  man 
contracts,  expecting  to  deliver  by  one  standard, 
and  owing  to  its  change  is  forced  to  deliver  by 
another.  He  receives,  perhaps,  in  oimces,  and 
is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.  This  injurious 
change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and 
creditor,  leads  to  disasters  and  sufferings  so 
often  witnessed  that  I  need  not  depict  them. 
Other  Governments  have  means  of  palliating 
the  evils  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  measure 
of  value,  not  within  our  reach.  When  a  de- 
mand is  made  for  a^udden  adjustment  in  specie, 
of  contracts  formed  under  the  expectation  that 
they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  paper,  these  Gov- 
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emments  can,  and  always  do,  interefere  to  pre- 
vent this  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor 
and  creditor.  They  make  the  paper  a  legal 
tender  between  man  and  man.  Indeed,  the 
English  Government  seems  to  be  well  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  making  paper  currency  a 
tender,  after  it  is  once  issued ;  it  sees  so  clearly 
that  contracts  will  always  be  made  under  the 
expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  paper, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their 
adjustment  in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  England  a  legal  tender  by  a 
standing  law  of  the  land.  Here  we  can  resort 
to  no  such  expedient.  Nothing  but  gold  and 
silver  can  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of 
difference  which  no  American  statesman  should 
lose  sight  of.  "What  folly  is  it,  then,  to  intro- 
duce by  legislation  a  standard  of  measure  in 
the  formation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  creditor  at  his  pleasure,  in 
despite  of  our  laws !  How  vast  and  complex 
is  the  fraud  which  we  thus  practise  upon  our 
citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them  to  con- 
tract by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitution 
requires  them  to  pay  by  another  I  If  a  law 
were  passed  requiring  every  man  who  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  a  bushel  of  corn  to  deliver 
two,  the  injustice  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
mischief  more,  than  our  paper  currency  has 
often  produced. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  as  I  object  to  the 
connection  between  this  Government  and  the 
banks,  on  account  of  the  disturbing  causes 
which  I  think  it  introduces  into  the  action  of 
the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  country, 
I  have  another  objection  still  more  powerful. 
I  never  wish  to  see  the  banks  converted  into 
political  engines  again.  Of  all  the  enormous 
additions  which  have  been  made  to  Executive 
patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connec- 
tion with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful. 
The  army  of  ofBce-holders,  though  you  should 
count  them  as  100,000  strong,  would  confer  not 
half  the  power  upon  the  Executive  which  the 
possession  of  the  State  banks  would  give  to 
him.  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to 
be  worked  by  his  handfe ;  give  him  the  control 
over  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  bank  favors, 
and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  per- 
sonal advancement,  he  would  scorn  your  title 
of  king,  and  your  gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the 
offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his  absolute  author- 
ity without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means  were 
given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain 
his  power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said 
to  be  the  natural  support  of  the  crown,  but  he 
would  ask  for  some  hundreds  of  corporations, 
wielding  the  money  power  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be 
invisible,  and  whose  march  upon  their  purpose 
could  only  be  diverted  by  that  impulse  of  inter- 
est which  he  alone  could  regulate.  Give  him 
these,  sir,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
armies  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous 
Yoi,.  Xm.— 34 


devices,  unworthy  of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit 
of  modern  despotism.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
always  regarded  the  connection  between  bank 
and  State  in  this  country  as  a  conjuncture  most 
ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money 
to  buy  up  the  State  banks  for  the  use  of  this 
Government,  or  of  its  Executive  branch,  and 
you  at  once  convert  them  into  political  engines, 
you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of  their 
own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people 
under  the  dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate 
influences.  Endow  a  moneyed  corporation  with 
the  functions  of  Government,  and  you  behold 
at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ;  and 
the  history  of  human  suffering  and  of  East  In- 
dian oppression  is  not  silent  upon  this  subject. 
You  may  place  the  worst  of  men  in  authority, 
and  he  will  have  some  touch  of  human  feeling. 
Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation.  It  delib- 
erates in  secret ;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a 
majority,  with  no  sense  of  personal  and  indi- 
vidual responsibility  at  the  bar  of  public  opin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  single  impulse 
of  interest.  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for  the 
present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  ac- 
tion is  mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  feeling  or  of  soul.  I  protest,  then,  sir,  against 
any  attempt  to  bind  the  moneyed  corporations 
to  one  government,  and  by  one  common  polit- 
ical purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connection  between  bank  and 
State,  and,  perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  re- 
quired of  me  to  suggest  some  better  plan  for 
the  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  If  the  selec- 
tion were  left  to  me,  sir,  I  should  adopt  the 
plan  of  special  deposits.  The  General  Govern- 
ment should  be  independent  of  the  banks  as  to 
the  medium  in  which  its  revenues  are  collected, 
and  banks  would  be  independent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  through  the  privilege 
of  trading  upon  the  public  deposits.  If  such 
an  arrangement  could  be  effected  by  giving  the 
banks  a  fair  compensation  for  keeping  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  should 
much  prefer  it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  pecuniary 
responsibility  would  be  greater  than  that  of  in- 
dividual collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the  public 
revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which 
this  plan  would  afford  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  public 
money,  if  at  any  time  there  was  cause  to  sus- 
pect either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue 
the  committee,  however,  with  the  details  of  a 
scheme  which  I  shall  not  propose  by  way  of 
amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present.  I  should 
greatly  prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this 
basis  to  the  one  now  before  us ;  but  I  give  to 
that  the  decided  preference  over  the  other  al- 
ternatives, of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  the  State 
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banks.     Doubtless,  there  will  be  difficulties  at- 
tendant upon  any  solieme  for  regulating  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  revenue.    The  money  power, 
in  all  its  combinations,  presents  the  most  diffi- 
cult problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Gov- 
ernment.    But  we  must  choose  the  best  plan 
within  our  reach.     It  is  idle  to  expect  perfec- 
tion in  a  system  of  finance.    I  go,  sir,  for  the 
great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further 
than  by  the  expression  of  a  preference  for  them 
over  the  connection  between  bank  and  State. 
In  that  comparison,  I  have  satisfied  myself  that 
it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage,  as  its 
opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its 
tendency  will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments.     It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the 
Executive  patronage  by  a  larger  amount  than 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this  Gov- 
ernment.   It  subtracts  the  entire  amount  of 
bank  patronage  from  the  Executive,  and,  in 
comparison  with  this,  the  few  additional  officers 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.     How  is  this  bill, 
sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  banks  ?     They  will  be  afraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for 
public  dues.     This  objection,  sir,  is  more  spe- 
cious than  valid.    The  quarterly  receipts  of  this 
Government  will  range  from  six  to  eight  mil- 
lions.   The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under 
this  bill,  would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  I  am  informed  that  a  far  less  sum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  money  is  paid  out 
nearly  as  fast  as  it  comes  in.     Is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, sir,  that  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this 
country  could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if 
they  were  ready  in  other  respects  for  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  ?   But,  sir,  in  point 
of  fact,  the  requisition  for  specie  upon  the  banks, 
or  upon  the  country,  under  this  bill,  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  if  these  Treasury  drafts  be 
issued  for  circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case.     They  furnish  more  than  enough  of  me- 
dium for  the  collection  of  our  revenues.     The 
banks,   Mr.   Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  wholly  liquidated.     When  that  is 
done,  if  they  will  elevate  the  value  of  their  cur- 
rency to  the  par  of  specie,  partly  by  curtailing 
their  circulation  gradually,  and  within  the  limit 
of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and 
partly  by  a  judicious  command  of  exchanges  for 
converting  their  own  obligations,  they  may  then 
safely  resume  specie  payments.   "Whenever  their 
paper  will  command  its  par  in  specie  in  the  mar- 
ket, they  may  safely  undertake  to  give  specie 
for  it  themselves.    This  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  this 
operation  is  entirely  independent  of  the  fiscal 
action  of  the  Government.     Rely  upon  it,  sir, 
that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
out producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet 
seen  in  the  community.    To  take  their  depre- 
ciated paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  I 


would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  resume 
as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  worth 
more  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  paper 
was  convertible. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  said :  My  great  ob- 
jections to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bill 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  commensurate  with 
the  exigencies  of  the  times ;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  bill  simply  ordains  that 
the  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  will  re- 
ceive nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  wiU  intrust  its  keeping  to 
its  own  officers  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  a 
creative  power  in  our  law ;  if,  by  this  simple 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  driven  out 
of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the 
demands  of  the  revenue,  the  chief  ground  of 
my  opposition  would  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  the  experience  we  have  had 
of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  excessive 
issues,  (and  such,  at  present,  are  my  decided 
impressions,)  that,  whenever  the  currency  is 
placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribute,  the 
true  policy  of  Govei-nment  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  between  its 
collection  and  its  disbursement,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fund  to  increase  their  discounts. 
My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  hereafter,  when 
treating  of  the  proper  positions  which  the  Gov- 
ernment may  ultimately  assume  toward  the 
State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  currency  as  it 
now  is ;  for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee 
that  it  will  be  found  in  an  improved  condition 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  time,) 
but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  pro- 
posed law  will  be  to  continue  the  currency  'm 
its  present  debased  condition. 

The  precious  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now 
banished  from  circulation.  They  are  in  the 
country,  I  grant  you,  and  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties, perhaps,  to  answer  their  accustomed  duty 
of  circulating  in  those  channels  below  the  reach 
of  bank  paper ;  but  they  no  longer  pass  from 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Their 
former  exchangeable  value  has  been  converted, 
by  the  course  of  trade  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
to  a  value  exclusively  marketable ;  and  thus 
they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged 
in  the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchan- 
dise. Specie,  whether  in  coin  or  in  bulUon,  is 
now  merchandise,  and  not  money ;  and  those 
who  Require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  as  they 
would  any  kind  of  merchandise  whatever. 
How  long,  then,  is  this  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue? How  long  will  this  marketable  value 
attach,  which  detains  the  coin  from  its  most 
appropriate  function  as  current  money  ?  And 
by  what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circula- 
tion? 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  is  very 
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simple.  Specie  will  continue  to  be  merchan- 
dise, so  long  as  there  exists  any  demand  for  it 
greater  than  that  which  would  invite  or  retain 
it  in  circulation.  It  was  driven  out  of  circula- 
tion by  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  the 
business  of  the  country  had  realized  the  fact 
that  our  exports  were  insufficient  to  pay  for  our 
imports.  The  balance  must  be  met,  and  the 
precious  metals  were  called  out  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary 
and  fundamental  law  of  currency,  that  where 
you  have  two  media,  of  which  either  answers 
all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly 
at  once  to  meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the 
duties  of  currency  exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
when,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was 
suddenly  called  o£f  to  meet  the  new  demand 
created  by  the  necessity  in  commerce,  of  extin- 
guishing the  balances  against  our  importers. 
There  is  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are 
to  be  paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  labor  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, or  by  gold  and  silver*  and  whenever  the 
former  is  found  inadequate,  the  precious  metals 
must  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thus  stood  the  country  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  had  an 
agency,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  you,  in 
bringing  that  necessity  about ;  pampering,  as 
they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extrava- 
gant speculations  to  which  the  apparent  pros- 
perity of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  banks 
are  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  due  to  the 
occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  out  the 
true  remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
candidly  and  fairly,  that  the  Government  itself 
saw  as  little  the  mischiefs  that  would  follow 
from  the  extension  of  their  credit,  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  the  same 
page,  that  when  the  deposits  were  given  to  the 
State  banks,  they  were  expressly  instructed  to 
make  them  the  basis  of  new  incentives  to  com- 
mercial enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  sir,  in  the  spirit  of 
rebuke ;  far,  very  far  from  it.  I  adduce  it  only 
to  show  that  the  Government  itself,  against 
whom,  as  some  have  said,  the  banks  have  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  actively 
instigating  them  to  that  very  extension,  now  so 
zealously  condemned.  How  far  the  banks 
might  have  gone  in  extending  their  discounts, 
upon  the  immense  deposit  thus  cast  upon  them, 
without  this  authoritative  hint,  none  can  easily 
tell.  But  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unim- 
proved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of 
the  currency,  and  briefly  traced  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it,  let  us  inquire  next  what 
will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law  that 


takes  no  account  of  its  enfeebled  statej  but  pe- 
remptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the 
entire  revenue,  amounting  to  some  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in 
gold  and  silver.  One  necessary  consequence, 
in  my  apprehension,  would  be,  effectually  to 
place  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  it  be  otherwise?  They 
suspended  payment,  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  coin  created  by  the  exigencies  of  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resumed,  because,  although 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shown 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  .still 
demand  enough  to  warn  them  of  the  conse- 
quences of  an  attempted  resumption,  before  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it.  Sir,  the  country  is  recovering  fast  from  the 
violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be, 
when  we  consider  the  immense  resources  of 
this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as  they  are,  by  a 
people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  acknowl.; 
edge  no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  must  keep  its 
hands  oflf;  time  must  be  allowed  for  the  sys- 
tem to  react,  before  any  new  or  additional  pres- 
sure can  be  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  circulation  are  not  strong 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  the  currency,  because  of  the  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neces- 
sarily follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  have 
an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  operation  ? 

You  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill 
under  consideration ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  once 
increase  the  premium  that  specie  already  bears 
over  the  ordinary  currency ;  you  give  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of 
such  new  demand;  and  to  that  same  extent 
you  postpone  the  day  when  it  can  return  into 
use  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium.  Until 
that  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  for  the  banks 
to  pay  out  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
can  do  so,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  re- 
duced to  a  naked  demand  for  circulation.  If  I 
am  correct  in  this  reasoning,  the  best  that  could 
be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  we  could  have  no 
return  to  a  circulation  of  specie  under  its  aus- 
pices ;  and,  if  this  be  so,  do  you  believe,  does 
any  man  believe,  that  the  law  could  be  carried 
into  effect  ? 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should 
be  paid  in  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  payments  to  make  i-eceive  nothing  but 
irredeemable  paper !  How  vain  and  idle  it  is 
to  expect  any  such  thing.  If,  by  any  chance, 
or  lucky  accident,  overruling  those  stern  neces- 
sities to  which  all  human  affairs  are  subject, 
the  exigency  of  the  times  should  have  passed 
by,  before  your  policy  begins,  then  it  might, 
thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  scheme  could 
be  carried  out.    But  it  becomes  us  nol^to  legis- 
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late  upon  such  improbable  contingencies.  I 
want  no  better  evidence  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  twelve  months  hence,  under 
the  operation  of  this  laijf,  than  what  is  now 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes.  There  are,  it  is 
said,  (and  I  presume  with  an  approximation  at 
least  to  the  truth,)  now  in  this  country  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  in  coined  metal.  By  the 
existing  law,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper  con- 
vertible into  specie,)  Government  can  now  re- 
ceive nothing  but  coin  in  payment  of  any  part 
of  its  revenue.  I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part 
of  that  revenue  so  paid  ?  With  all  this  abun- 
dance of  the  precious  metals,  fully  three  times 
as  much  as  we  have  had  at  any  former  period, 
do  we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paid 
into  the  Treasury  from  any  source  of  revenue. 
I  mean  none,  when  compared  even  with  the 
lowest  necessity  of  .the  public  service.  The 
mint,  it  is  true,  does  furnish  a  small  supply, 
barely  sufficient,  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  de- 
mands which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this 
does  not  come  in  any  shape  of  revenue — far 
from  it.  It  is  purchased  by  Government,  at 
market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon  every 
dollar  that  is  brought  in.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  hard- 
money  law,  while  the  only  money  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  irredeemable  paper ;  and  such  must 
ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  under  the 
operatioQ  of  any  laws  that  you  may  pass,  so 
long  as  the  money  which  you  require  is  ban- 
ished, by  whatever  cause,  from  the  channels  of 
circulation. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any 
refutation :  that  the  Government  must,  as  a 
permanent  necessity,  deal  in  that  currency  in 
which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of  its  cre- 
ation, and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It 
must  receive  what  the  people  receive,  and  pay 
what  they  pay — a  necessity  from  which  Gov- 
ernment cannot  escape  if  it  would,  and  ought 
not  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent  necessity,  dis- 
tinguished from  the  necessities  of  immediate 
want.  It  is  struggling  now  against  this  very 
want,  and  precisely  as  any  large  capitalist 
might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  its 
credit  to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  rev- 
enue. Have  we  not  just  passed  a  law,  author- 
izing an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  paper, 
for  this  very  purpose  ?  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  the 
necessity  of  coming  down  at  once  to  the  irre- 
deemable paper  of  the  banks.  And  this  only 
to  answer  the  present  emergency ;  for  it  will 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be 
restored,  in  which  alone  the  Government  is 
allowed  to  deal,  that  we  must  issue  at  least  ten 
millions  more,  before  we  return  home  from  the 
ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  cordially  with  you 
in  this  use  of  Government  credit ;  and  I  will  do 
so  again  should  the  emergency  continue.  But 
I  tell  you  fairly  and  candidly,  and  I  tell  the 
people,  too,  that  this  Treasury  issue  is  all  that 
saves  ti0  Government  now  from  coming  down 


at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  because 
your  revenue  laws  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are 
not  and  cannot  he  enforced.  If  you  collect  any 
revenue,  it  can  only  be  in  that  very  paper,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  cur- 
rency remain,  as  under  such  policy  it  inevitably 
must  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is ;  what  are 
you  to  do  ?  If  you  could  enforce  the  law  then, 
I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  ? 

Why  do  you  not  now  compel  your  debtors  to 
go  into  market  and  buy  specie,  in  order  to  re- 
plenish the  Treasury?  So  far  from  this,  we 
have  now  a  bill  before  us,  and  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  the  Sec- 
retary from  the  necessity  of  so  idle  an  attempt. 
With  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  now 
due  in  New  York  alone,  so  far  from  exacting 
payment,  we  are  about  to  give  further  time  on 
all  bonds  due  and  to  become  due  between  this 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  what  law  you 
may,  yoa  cannot  have  your  revenues  paid  in 
specie,  so  long  as  it  remains  at  a  premium-;  and 
that  the  very  first  effect  of  this  law,  by  creating 
a  new  demand,  woiJld  be  to  increase  the  pre- 
mium, and  thus  render  permanent  the  very  ex- 
igencies to  which  your  legislation  is  now  act- 
ually yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Sup- 
pose the  law  carried  out,  what  then  would  fol- 
low ?  The  importer,  besides  all  other  charges 
for  freight,  insurance,  duties,  &o.,  is  required  to 
pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  pay  the 
duties.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  added 
to  the  price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  the 
whole  effect  of  your  policy  would  be  to  tax  the 
people  to  this  extent,  in  order  that  Government 
might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left  to 
struggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  iUs  of 
worthless  paper  money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  pass- 
ing this  law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  indefi- 
nite period  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  State  banks ;  that  untU  they  do  resume, 
the  law  must  be  inoperative,  and  the  Treasury 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  besides  cre- 
ating a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  all  foreign 
merchandise,  the  sole  effect  will  be  to  enrich 
the  office-holders,  and  all  who  feed  upon  the 
public  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
community.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  last  objec- 
tion has  been  scouted  as  mere  slang,  as  part  of 
a  mere  "  rabble,"  and  tmworthy  of  notice.  But 
I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  overthrown.  I  do  not  believe  (and 
that  disbelief  is  foimded  on  the  experience  of 
the  present  day)  that  such  a  law  could  he  car- 
ried out ;  but  if  it  were,  the  host  of  Govern- 
ment dependents  would  grow  rich  under  it. 
They  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  dol- 
lars more  in  the.hundred  than  the  money  used 
by  the  people ;  and  the  people  would  be  taxed 
to  the  extent,  of  this  five  or  ten  dollars  in  the 
hundred,  to  furnish  the  former  With  the  better 
currency. 
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The  great  forcing  process  now  in  contempla- 
tion, will  work  the  very  reverse  of  what  was 
then  so  strenuously  urged.  It  will  put  all  our 
golden  dreams  to  flight,  of  the  halcyon  days  of 
hard  money,  and  the  States  will  be  compelled, 
from  sheer  necessity,  to  license  once  more  the 
very  lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  Seeing  these 
things,  as  I  clearly  do  in  prospect,  under  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I  can  have  no 
choice  but  to  raise  my  voice  against  it. 

As  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  depositories  of  the  public  money,  I 
have  but  little  to  say.  It  is  certainly  subject 
to  very  strong  objections,  not  the  least  of  which 
is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which 
it  must  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most 
dangerous  influence,  as  being  so  immediately 
connected  with  the  public  money.  Neither  is 
this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  exer- 
cised in  the  intercourse  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  deposit  banks ;  because,  by  the 
simple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a  general  de- 
posit, all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  difference  is  in- 
calculable. 

Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pernicious  in- 
fluence which  this  bill  must  exercise  upon  the 
cuiTenoy,  if  now  enacted  into  law,  or  the  inad- 
equacy of  its  provisions  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  with- 
hold my  assent.  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has 
never  been  submitted  to  the  country,  and  has 
had  very  little  consideration  here.  The  inno- 
vation is  too  great,  the  transition  too  violent, 
from  all  previous  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly 
met. 

[The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Rob- 
inson, Haynes,  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  Pope,  Cushman, 
and  Wm.  Cost  Johnson.] 


Feiday,  October  13. 

Remuneration  fov  Losses  in  the  Florida  Cam- 
paigns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittleset,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  to  amend 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  remuneration 
of  volunteers  and  others,  for  horses,  &c.,  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Committee  of  Claims  accompanied  this 
bill  with  a  report,  stating 

"  That  several  claims  are  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee, arising  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and 
other  equipage  of  disbanded  mounted  volunteers, 
having  been  turned  over  to  tlio  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  General  Jesup,  as  it  is  alleged,  when  said 
volunteers  were  dismissed  from  the  service. 

"  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel 
King,  acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caulfield's  regiment 
of  Alabama  mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  most 
of  the  claimants  with  whom  he  is  acquainted  are 


young  meli  who  obtained  their  horses  and  equipage 
on  credit,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  the 
United  States  for  the  value  of  the  property  to  enable 
them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons  of  whom  they 
purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  claimants  were 
sick  at  the  time  they  were  dismissed,  or  left  the  ser- 
vice on  furlough ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather 
than  encounter  the  fatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  of 
returning  home  by  land.  The  committee,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  L.  Kenner,  whose  horse  was  turned  over  to 
the  United  States  by  the  order  of  the  commanding 
officer,  on  the  discharge  of  said  Kenner  by  reason  of 
sickness. 

"  The  committee  refer  to  that  report  in  the  first 
volume  of  Reports,  No.  3.  The  number  of  claims 
that  will  be  embraced  under  a  general  law,  Colonel 
King  thinks  may  be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the 
committee  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  this  class  of 
cases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Beiggs  in 
the  chair,) 

Mr.  Caeteb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  except  that  its 
provisions  were  not  sufficiently  extensive.  It 
did  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases  of  real  hardship 
that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  'of 
Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  volunteers 
some  cases  of  real  and  peculiar  hardships,  that 
were  not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  although 
great  exertions  were  made  at  the  last  Congress 
in  their  behalf;  and  he  would  now  tender  to 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  his  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  for 
his  assiduity  and  exertions  favorable  to  the  re- 
lief of  those  patriotic  young  men  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sustained  loss- 
es in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in 
my  opinion,  (if  the  reports  be  true  that  have 
reached  my  ears,)  the  Government  has  not 
dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  she  should 
have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see. We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress, 
that  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  who  had  ren- 
dezvoused, were  mustered,  and  immediately 
discharged,  should  be  paid  one  month's  full 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  furnished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one 
month's  full  pay  was  made  to  amount  to  between 
$65  and  $70,  I  think,  perhaps,  $68  and  some 
cents ;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  class  of 
those  volunteers,  that  were  indefinitely  fur- 
loughed,  and  required  to  return  to  service  if 
they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  be 
consideredin  service  until  absolutely  discharged, 
and  consequently  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay. 
I  have  heard  some  hints,  sir,  that  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  carried  into  effect  this  law, 
and  this  decision,  as  was  contemplated  by  Con- 
gress and  those  representatives  who  were  look- 
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ed  to  to  guard  and  sustain  the  rights  of  those 
particular  individuals.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  how 
far  the  War  Department  has  failed  in  a  compli- 
ance with  the  law  ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volunteers  have  been  injured 
by  the  defalcations  of  the  Government.  But  I 
hope,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  I  will  be  able  to 
obtain  the  information ;  and,  If  my  fears  are 
realized,  and  they  have  been  defrauded  out  of 
any  portion  of  the  amount  that  Congress  in- 
tended they  should  have,  and  I  cannot  obtain 
redress  by  an  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  will  feel  myself  bound  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject again  to  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
believing  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
are  ready  upon  all  occasions  to  do  justice  to  the 
people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to  have  the  assur- 
ance of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  that  he  will  afford  all  the  aid  in 
his  power  to  i-ender  to  the  volunteers  of  my 
State  ample  compensation  for  their  service  and 
their  losses,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  I 
have  also  a  right  to.  complain,  on  behalf  of 
these  men,  in  another  point  of  view.  I  am  in- 
formed our  volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the 
depreciated  bank  paper  that  was  perhaps  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  be  true,  and 
my  former  suggestions  be  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  paid  as  much  as  Congress  intended 
them  to  have,  why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery 
of  Tennessee  have  been  cheated  and  defrauded 
out  of  half,  or  at  least  a  large  portion  of  their 
just  dues.  And  if  so,  we  must  ask  Congress 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  state  of  facts  can 
be  ascertained,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits 
of  those  claimants  may  justly  and  honestly  de- 
mand. And  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  dispo- 
sition heretofore  manifested  by  this  House,  and 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  this 
deserving  and  meritorious  class  of  claimants, 
that  ample  relief  will  be  awarded  them. 

The  bill,  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambeeleng,  the  House 
then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill  im- 
posing additional  duties  on  certain  officers. 

Mr.  Legaee,  of  South  Carolina,  after  an  ex- 
tended elementary  view  of  currency,  went  on 
to  say  :  Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elemen- 
tary way  of  considering  the  subject,  by  the  course 
which  the  argument  has  taken  here  and  else- 
where, and  because,  in  solemnly  reviewing, as  we 
are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whole  monetary 
system  of  the  country,  it  is  of  the  very  last  im- 
portance that  the  subject,  in  all  its  asjjeots, 
should  be  fairly  presented  to  the  people. 
I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly  to  consider 
the  question,  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desir- 
able to  substitute  a  metallic  currency  for  bank 
paper,  or  even  very  materially  to  widen  the 
metallic  basis  of  our  present  circulation. 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  that,  by 
a  general  return  to  the  precious  metals,  as  the 


only  medium  of  exchange  for  the  whole  com- 
mercial world,  the  operations  of  trade  would  be 
everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded,  and  the 
value  of  money  enhanced ;  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  the  prices  of  commodities  reduced 
in  an  incalculable  degree.  How  far  a  similar 
effect  has  already  been  produced,  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  supply  from  the  Mexican  and 
South  American  mines,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  contro- 
verted questions  of  the  day.  This  is  not  a  fit 
occasion  for  stating  the  arguments  advanced 
by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  that  sub- 
ject, but  I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  that 
in  a  very  able  work,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  as  having  been  recently  sent  tome,  the 
author,  who  examines  this  point  with  perfect 
candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  thousands 
have,  within  the  period  alluded  to,  been  precip- 
itated into  embarrassments  from  that  cause 
alone.*  If  it  be  true,  as  is  alleged  by  Jacobs, 
that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  circulation  in 
1829,  was  less,  by  upwards  of  £60,000,000, 
than  that  which  circulated  in  1809 ;  and  if 
any  thing  like  the  supposed  diminution  of  the 
actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by  loss,  by  con- 
sumption in  manufactures  takes  place,  (one 
per  cent.*  a  year,)  it  beomes  a  matter  of  serious 
speculation,  what  means  shall  be  adopted  to  ob- 
viate so  great  an  inconvenience  as  a  continually 
decreasing  metallic  basis,  at  a  period  when  com- 
merce and  its  productive  powers  are  so  im- 
mensely on  the  increase.  Sir,  that  question  is 
infinitely  more  interesting  in  a  highly  progressive 
country  than  in  any  other.  In  such  a  country,  the 
currency  must  be  regularly  enlarged,  with  the 
growth  of  its  population  and  of  its  productive 
power,  or  it  is  subjected  to  the  most  terrible  of 
all  evils,  falling  prices.  Everybody  that  has 
ever  treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  upon 
the  effects  of  an  increasing  currency,  as  won- 
derfully favorable  to  industry.  No  more  strik- 
ing example  of  this  truth  can  be  desired  than 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  16th  century,  after 
the  importation  of  gold  and  silver  from  Amer- 
ica began  to  produce  a  decided  effect  upon  the 
distribution  of  wealth.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands,  to  have  been  the  period  of  the  greatest 
improvement  in  society  that  has  occurred  in  its 
history ;  and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembered, 
England  benefited  most  by  the  general  rise  of 
prices,  because  so  large  a  portion  of  her  farmers 
held  leases  for  long  terms  of  years,  and  paid 
money  rents ;  the  increase  of  the  circulation 
operating  to  reduce  the  real  value  of  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  landlord  in  favor  of  his  ten- 
ant. The  great  benefit  of  a  full,  and  especially 
an  increasing  circulation,  thus  consists  not  only 
in  quickening  and  facilitating  exchanges,  (itself 
an  immense  stimulus  to  industry,)  but  in  secur- 
ing to  the  industrious  classes  rather  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  Income  of  society  than  they 
would  otherwise  enjoy.  Every  thing  which  they 
buy  to  sell  again  advances  in  price  while  it  is 


*  Money  and  its  Vicissitudes  in  Talue. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


535 


October,  1837.] 


The  Sub-Treasury  Bill. 


[H.  OF  E. 


in  their  hands,  and  this  unquestionable  truth  is 
of  itself  a  total  refutation  of  all  that  is  said 
concerning  the  oppressive  operation  of  hank 
paper  upon  the  productive  classes,  by  the  very 
persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  its 
excess  and  depreciation. 

With  a  population,  then,  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  four  or  iive  per  cent,  a  year,  and  with 
an  accumulation  of  capital  and  productive  power 
proportionably  greater,  I  hold  it  to  he  utterly 
absurd  to  talk  of  any  thing  like  a  metallic  cur- 
i-ency  in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  possi- 
ble means  of  procuring  it ;  and  if  by  any  means 
it  could  be  procured,  I  venture  to  affirm  that 
our  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  though  all  the  penal  laws  of  Spain 
against  the  exportation  of  gold  and  silver  should 
be  re-enacted  here — -laws  which  were  passed 
with  no  other  eifect,  even  in  that  country,  but 
to  show  the  utter  futility  of  such  legislation.  I 
say,  sir,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active 
enterprise  and  strict  economy,  the  American 
people  would  export  the  precious  metals  as  fast 
as  they  were  imported,  beyond  any  amount  of 
them  which  might  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  they 
would  do  so,  because  gold  and  silver  would  be 
of  more  use  abroad  in  purchasing  commodities, 
and  would  be  wholly  superfluous  at  home, 
where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  you  put 
down  "  the  banks,"  it  would  have  no  effect  but 
to  set  up  something  worse  in  their  place,  in  the 
shape  of  private  paper.  There  are  some  things 
over  which  the  most  despotic  lawgivers  are  un- 
able to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
as  all  experience  shows,  is  this  commerce  in 
bullion. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  advantage 
of  a  paper  currency  over  the  precious  metals, 
consists  in  its  cheapness.  I  am  by  no  means,  as 
you  may  gather  from  what  I  have  said,  ready  to 
admit  this  ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that 
saving  really  an  unimportant  matter  ?  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  a  pamphlet  of  signal  ability,*  has, 
as  I  conceive,  fallen  into  a  grave  error  on  this 
subject,  which  it  is  so  much  the  more  import- 
ant to  rectify,  as  I  perceive  that  he  has  misled 
others  more  disposed  than  himself  to  turn  a 
speculative  error  into  a  practical  mischief.  He 
states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the  use 
of  paper,  instead  of  the  precious  metals,  in  the 
United  States  in  1830,  including,  under  the 
name  of  circulation,  private  deposits  in  the 
banks,  as  they  ouglit  undoubtedly  to  be,  at 
about  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  It  is  true 
that,  according  to  principles  admitted  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  the  progress  of  the  country,  both  in 
wealth  and  population,  in  the  last  seven  years, 
would  require  a  very  considerable  addition  to 
be  made  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct 
application  of  it  to  our  actual  condition.  But, 
sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  estimate  was 
made  on  data  altogether  erroneous.  In  the  first 
place,  the  quantity  of  currency,  if  it  were  me- 
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tallic,  necessary  to  the  circulation  of  this  coun- 
try, was  prodigiously  underrated.  For  reasons 
that  need  not  be  stated  here,  it  is  found  that  a 
given  amount  of  metallic  currency  does  not  cir- 
culate as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of  paper, 
and,  therefore,  thutvo-oreof  it  is,  ceteris  parihis, 
required  to  do  the  same  business.  But,  with- 
out going  into  such  minute  inquiry  here,  why 
should  the  United  States,  with  sixteen  millions 
of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most  active 
trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world, 
and  with  extraordinary  productive  power  of 
all  sorts,  not  need,  at  the  very  least,  half  the 
circulation  in  France,  with  only  double  their 
population,  and  not  half  their  industry  ?  The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  cir- 
cumstance may  be  illustrated  by  comparing 
Asia  with  Europe  in  this  particular :  double 
the  population  in  the  former,  possessing,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  accurate  researches,  only 
one-fifth  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  which, 
in  addition  to  paper  of  all  sorts,  is  required 
in  the  latter.  Now,  the  circulation  of  France 
was,  before  the  first  Eevolution,  set  down 
by  Neckar  at  £88,000,000;*  and  Thiers,  in 
his  history  of  that  event,  makes  a  similar 
estimate.t  Its  present  amount  ought,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  increase  of  her  capital  and  popula- 
tion, to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars  ;  and 
accordingly,  as  was  observed  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, (Mr.  Thompson,)  it  is  stated  at  that  on 
good  authority.]:  Mr.  Kothschild,  in  his  exam- 
ination before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1832,  mentions  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  France  as  amounting  to 
750,000,000  francs.  According  to  this,  then, 
we  should  require,  on  the  footing  of  popula- 
tion alone,  at  least  300,000,000  dollars.  So 
much  for  the  amount ;  now  for  the  loss  upon  it. 
Mr.  Gallatin  considers  it  only  as  so  much  in- 
terest on  dead  capital,  and  even  the  interest  he 
puts  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate.  But  I  appre- 
hend the  difference  to  the  country  between 
having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and  silver  as 
currejjcy,  and  turning  it  into  productive  capital 
must  be  determined  not  in  relation  to  interest 
merely,  but  to  the  profit  of  stock  laid  out  in 
active  industry,  which  is  nowhere  in  this  coun- 
try less  than  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  the  new  States  and  all  in- 
cluded, nearer  double  that  amount  on  an  aver- 
age. You  see,  then,  sir,  what  an  enormous 
loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the  nation, 
without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  half  century  that  has  passed 
away,  and  say  what  that  loss  would  have  been, 
on  principles  of  compound  interest,  from  the 
beginning  up  to  the  present  day.  Why,  sir,  it 
exceeds  all  powers  of  calculation,  nay,  of  imag- 
ination. Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  so 
important,  so  palpable  a  truth,  although  never 
stated  in  abstract  terms,  or  as  a  general  propo- 


*  See  an  article  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  last  Febru- 
iry. 
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sition,  has  not  occurred  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  have  felt  it,  without  per- 
ceiving it ;  they  have  acted  upon  it,  without 
reasoning  about  it;  they  have  perfectly  well 
comprehended  the  uses  of  money,  without 
studying  the  principles  of  currency ;  and  they 
have  preferred  paper  as  a  circulating  medium 
to  gold  and  silver,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of 
prudence  and  economy.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  this  conclusion  is  as  deeply  rooted  as 
it  is  just.  You  will  never  be  able  to  shake  it. 
All  your  policy  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  all  legis- 
lation will  be  forever  vain  which  comes  into 
conflict  with  the  genius  of  a  people,  especially 
in  matters  so  deeply  and  visibly  affecting  their 
private  interest.  The  barbarian  who,  in  his 
impotent  rage,  threw  fetters  into  the  Helles- 
pont, and  scourged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not 
wage  a  more  insane  war  against  the  nature  of 
things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment 
that  has  been  proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be 
alarmed  at  it,  because  we  are  accustomed  to 
experiments,  and  successful  ones ;  that  our  con- 
stitution itself  is  a  mere  experiment.  Sir,  I 
deny  it  utterly,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me 
that  he  has  either  not  studied  at  all,  or  studied 
to  very  little  purpose,  the  history  and  genius 
of  our  institutions.  The  great  cause  of  their 
prosperous  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of 
the  many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate 
them  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  only  dem- 
onstrates the  more  clearly — is  precisely  the 
contrary.  It  is  because  our  fathers  made  no 
experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  has  stood.  They  were  forced, 
by  a  violation  of  their  historical  hereditary 
rights  under  the  old  common  law  of  their  race, 
to  dissolve  their  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  Their  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect, 
and  in  that  respect  only,  they  were  compelled 
to  do  their  best  iu  the  novel  situation  in  which 
they  stood.  What  relates,  therefore,  merely  to 
the  union  of  the  States  is  all  that  giv«s  the 
least  countenance  to  this  superficial  idea  of  an 
"  experiment "  which  has  done  so  much  to  mis- 
guide the  speculations  of  some  visionary  minds 
upon  these  important  matters.  Even  in  this 
respect,  however,  an  attentive  study  of  our 
history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies 
existed,  and  had,  frequently,  on  former  occa- 
sions, manifested  themselves.*  But  the  whole 
constitution  of  society  in  the  States,  the  great 
body  and  bulk  of  their  public  law,  with  aU  its 
maxims  and  principles,  all  that  is  republican,  in 
short,  in  our  institutions,  remained  after  the 
Eevolution,  and  remains  now,  with  some  very 
subordinate  modifications,  what  it  was  from 
the  beginning.  Our  written  constitutions  do 
nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain 
rules  of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with 
Magna  Oharta  from  the  earliest  history  of  our 
race.     It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper,  sir,  it  is  not  a 

*  CoiiYcntion  at  Albany,  &c. 


few  abstractions  engrossed  on  parchment,  that 
make  free  Governments.  No,  sir,  the  law  of 
liberty  must  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the 
citizen ;  the  word,  if  I  may  use  the  expression 
without  irreverence,  must  become  flesh ;  yon 
must  have  a  whole  people  trained,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  born,  as  our  fathers  were,  to  in- 
stitutions like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  exist- 
ed, the  petition  of  right,  that  Magna  Charta  of 
a  more  enlightened  age,  had  been  presented  in 
1628  by  Lord  Coke  and  his  immortal  compeers. 
Our  founders  brought  it  with  them,  and  we 
have  not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  They 
brought  these  maxims  of  civil  liberty,  not  in 
their  libraries  but  in  their  souls ;  not  as  philo- 
sophical prattle — not  as  barren  generalities,  but 
as  rules  of  conduct ;  as  a  symbol  of  public  duty 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  reli- 
gious fidelity ;  and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that 
set  his  foot  upon  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  stepped 
forth  a  living  constitution !  armed  at  all  points 
to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  to 
which  he  had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to 
one  or  two  additional  topics,  and  I  have  done. 
It  has  been  argued  as  if  the  currency  given  to 
bank  paper  in  this  country  were  due  almost  ex- 
clusively to  the  countenance  which  Govern- 
ment affords  it,  by  receiving  it  in  payment  of 
public  dues.  Certainly,  sir,  the  patronage  of 
Government  is  an  important  concurring  cause 
of  this  credit,  but  it  is  not  true  that  it  is  essen- 
tial to  it.  "What  does  the  house  of  Rothschild 
owe  to  the  Governments  of  Europe — that  house 
to  which  all  the  Governments  on  the  continent 
are  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  their  financial 
exigencies  ?  And  here  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemently  against  the 
agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  fact, 
that  this  mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  less 
than  royal  influence  and  splendor,  like  most  of 
the  other  establishments  of  the  same  kind  in 
Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  all,  but  a  mere 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  additional  fact, 
that  this  colossal  fortune  has  been  amassed  in 
little  more  than  a  single  generation,  by  an  ob- 
scure person,  born  in  a  corner  of  the  Juden 
Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and  his  four 
sons.  Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  that  the  odious 
common-places,  about  "the  money  power," 
and  the  "political  powers,"  either  have  no 
meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their  force  to  every 
accumulation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  results 
of  modern  commerce  ?  The  "  money  power," 
I  presume,  signifies  "  the  power  of  money," 
which  is  widely  diffused  in  this  country,  thanks 
to  the  protection  of  equal  laws,  and  which  will 
exist  and  continue  to  have  its  influence  so  long 
as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscation, 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  shall  borrow  its 
credit.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  notice  an 
idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  which  has  been  very 
much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  com- 
merce of  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  Gov- 
ernment credits.    "Why,  sir,  this  does  appear 
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to  me  too  extravagant  to  need  exposure.  New 
York  has  been  built  up  by  her  unquestionable 
natural  advantages,  and  there  is  no  measure  of 
this  Government — there  is  only  one  event  that 
can  possibly  deprive  her  of  her  immense  com- 
mercial ascendency,  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
— ^that,  and  nothing  but  that,  can  do  it.  Com- 
merce, as  I  have  already  remarked,  leads  every- 
where to  centralization ;  look  at  Liverpool — 
look  at  Havre,  the  last  is  a  hard  money  coun- 
try. But  on  this  head  there  is  a  very  impor- 
tant consideration,  which  has  been  urged  with 
all  his  admirable  eloquence  by  one  of  my  col- 
leagues in  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Peeston.)  If  this 
concentration  of  commercial  business  in  that  city 
be  injurious  to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  be- 
come if,  by  collecting  the  revenue  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  thus  making  gold  and  silver  mere 
merchandise,  you  add  to  the  disadvantages  of 
centralization  all  the  difficulties  of  procuring 
coin  ;  make  New  York  the  great  specie  mar- 
ket ;  and  render  the  whole  country  tributary 
to  the  nroney  changers  of  Wall  street  ? 

Sir,  a  word  more  to  the  South,  and  for  the 
South!  When  your  system  of  protection  was 
still  in  all  its  vigor,  we  (I  mean  the  people  of  South 
Carolina)  sent  you  a  protest  against  its  princi- 
ples and  tendency,  which  contained,  among 
other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
peated here.  We  told  you  that  we  depended 
absolutely  npon  commerce — commerce  on  the 
largest  scale — commerce  carried  on  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  half  century,  with  an  ever-in- 
creasing production,  provoking  and  creating  an 
ever-increasing  consumption,  and  permitting  us 
to  send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  of 
bales  of  cotton  into  the  market,  without  any 
danger  of  a  glut.  We  told  you  the  staple  com- 
modities, especially  the  principal  one  which 
we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the 
production  of  which  slave  labor  can  enter  into 
competition  with  free.  We  reminded  you  that 
great  revolutions  in  trade  sometimes  arose  from 
apparently  slight  causes,  and  that,  however 
far  it  might  be  from  your  purpose,  or  even 
your  apprehensions,  it  was  possible  that  your 
legislation  might  occasion  us  the  loss  of  our 
foreign  market,  our  only  resource ;  that  the 
result  of  that  loss  to  us  would  be  poverty  and 
utter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despair, 
would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and 
the  whole  frame  and  constitution  of  our  society 
would  be  seriously  impaired  and  endangered, 
if  not  dissolved  entirely.  And  we  adjured  you 
not  to  persist  in  a  course  of  legislation  of  which 
the  benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  un- 
questionable, were  nothing  in  comparison  of 
the  danger  to  which  they  exposed  us — a  dan- 
ger which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  in- 
volved our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be 
contemplated  without  well-founded  alarm.  Sir, 
I  repeat  to  you  now — I  repeat  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  whole  South  on  this  floor — the 
words  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  differ- 
ent subject.  Let  well  alone.  Resist  this  un- 
called-for innovation,  of  which  no  one  can  fore- 


see the  whole  extent  nor  the  ultimate  results. 
Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  reveals 
the  project  on  the  table — you  produce  too 
much  cotton.  Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the. 
South,  and  tell  your  people  that  their  success- 
ful industry  is  a  vice ;  that  the  fertility  of  their 
soil  is  a  curse ;  that  their  excessive  production 
occasions  disorders  in  the  State ;  and  that  the 
remedy  for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should 
live  on  short  commons.  Let  them  co-operate 
with  our  political  economy,  by  depriving  them- 
selves of  the  little  mercantile  capital  they  have ; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which 
people,  who  cannot  themselves  do  business 
with  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  have  con- 
tributed their  means  for  the  accommodation  of 
commerce ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  their  do- 
cility will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  ap- 
probation. 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other 
topic  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  advert  to — 
I  mean  to  the  supposed  injurious  effects  of 
banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring  classes 
of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  defects  in  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  the  management  of  those  institutions  in 
this  country,  and  should  be  most  willing  to  co- 
operate, if  occasion  served,  in  reforming  them,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at  least  of 
this  charge.  Who  that  has  ever  heard  of  the  re- 
lation between  capital  and  labor,  between  wages 
and  profits,  but  must  see  at  once  that  it  is  un- 
founded ;  and,  accordingly,  Hume  objects  to 
banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  raise  wages, 
and  so  hurt  the  manufacturing  interests  of  a 
nation.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  effects  of  an  increase  in  currency  is  to  make 
a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  society  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  industrious  classes  of  it — to  con- 
fiscate in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who 
live  on  fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  produce  the  commodities  on  which  those 
incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  radicals  of  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for  ex- 
ample— are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper 
money,  and  even  of  inconvertible  paper.  The 
idea  that  the  poor  are  to  gain  by  a  return  to  a 
metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  confined 
to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  zeal  is 
certainly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages 
attending  frequent  fiuctuations  in  the  curren- 
cy, it  is  said  that  wages  are  the  last  thing  that 
rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And  that  may 
be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
greater  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse 
is  most  certainly  the  fact  here,  and  where  the 
demand,  especially  when  stimulated  by  any  ex- 
traordinary increase,  real  or  fictitious,  of  capi- 
tal, is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  All 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  neces- 
sity between  two  parties ;  and  everybody  knows 
that,  in  a  period  of  excitement  here,  wages  rise 
immediately,  and  out  of  all  proportion  more 
than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population  of 
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the  country  is  entirely  inadequate  to  its  wants. 
During  the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of 
labor  became  so  exorbitant,  that  some  of  the 
most  fertile  land  in  South  Carolina,  rice  fields, 
Tvhich  had  been  cultivated  for  a  hundred 
years,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from 
the  impossibility  of  paying  for  it.  Sir,  as  a 
Southern  man,  I  represent  equally  rent,  capital, 
and  wages,  which  are  confounded  in  our  estates ; 
and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array,  with- 
out cause,  without  a  color  of  pretext  or  plausi- 
bility, the  different  classes  of  society  against 
one  another,  as  if,  in  such  a  country  as  this, 
there  could  be  any  natural  hostility  or  any  real 
distinction  between  them — a  country  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have 
been  poor,  and  all  the  poor  may  one  day  be 
rich — -a  country  in  which  banking  institutions 
have  been  of  immense  service,  precisely  because 
they  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who 
had  all  their  fortunes  to  make  by  good  charac- 
ter and  industrious  habits.  Look  at  that  re- 
markable picture — remarkable  not  as  a  work 
of  art  but  as  a  monument  of  history — which 
you  see  in  passing  through  the  rotundo.  Two 
out  of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were 
mechanics,  and  such  men !  *  In  the  name  of 
God,  sir,  why  should  any  one  study  to  pervert 
the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly  feelings  of 
this  moral  and  noble  people — to  infuse  into 
their  minds  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another, 
instead  of  that  generous  emulation  which  every 
thing  in  their  situation  is  fitted  to  inspire — to 
breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Cain,  muttering 
deep  curses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
against  his  brother  because  the  smoke  of  his 
sacrifice  has  ascended  to  heaven  before  his  own ! 
And  do  not  they  who  treat  our  industrious 
classes  as  if  they  were  in  the  same  debased  and 
wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Europe,  in- 
sult them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  ?  Why, 
sir,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We 
have  no  poor  in  this  country,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  abroad.  Every  labor- 
er, even  the  most  humble,  in  the  United  States 
soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land;  for  the  West, 
with  all  its  boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  him. 
How  can  any  one  dare  to  compare  the  me- 
chanics of  this  land  (whose  inferiority,  in  any 
substantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue, 
in  wealth,  to  the  other  classes  of  our  society,  I 
have  yet  to  learn)  with  that  race  of  outcasts, 
of  which  so  terrific  a  picture  is  presented  by 
recent  writers — the  poor  of  Europe  ?  a  race, 
among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  fam- 
ine and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  contin- 
ually ;  many  of  whom  are  without  morals, 
without  education,  without  a  country,  without 
a  God  I  and  may  be  said  to  know  society  only 
by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen !  mock- 
ed with  the  name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be 
sometimes  tempted  to  break  their  chains,  in 

*  Franklin  and  Bhermon,  Bignora  of  tlio  Declaration. 


order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  starvation  in 
idleness  and  dissipation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  take  them  up 
again,  heavier  and  more  galling  than  before ; 
severed,  as  it  has  been  touchingly  expressed, 
from  nature,  from  the  common  air,  and  the 
light  of  the  sun ;  knowing  only  by  hearsay  that 
the  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  sing,  and 
that  there  is  a  perfume  in  flowers.* 

When  Mr.  Legaeb  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Natloe,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  an  intro- 
ductory view  of  his  subject,  continued : 

Meeting  under  these  circumstances,  I  ask, 
had  we  not  a  right  to  expect  that  Congress 
onoe  more  would  resume  its  independence,  and 
attend  faithfully  and  fearlessly  to  the  business 
of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  administra- 
tion would  now  abandon  its  projects,  and  give 
over  its  attempts  to  sway  and  subjugate  and 
enslave  the  representatives  of  the  country? 
But  have  our  expectations  been  realized  ?  What 
have  we  been  about?  What  have  we  done? 
Let  us  see  whether  we  have  not  again  been 
subserviently  echoing  the  will  of  the  Execu- 
tive? 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment to  the  States,  to  withhold  from  them  the 
sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  of  dollars, 
which,  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  we  had 
contracted  to  put  in  their  possession.  By  that 
law  it  is  provided  "  that  all  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of 
January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the 
States  in  proportion  to  their  respective  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States."  Under  this  law 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  to  re- 
serve five  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Government,  and  appropriate  the  balance,»what- 
ever  it  might  be,  to  the  States  as  already  men- 
tioned. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  per- 
formed this  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
Treasury.  He  reserved  the  five  miUions,  and 
then  announced  to  the  difierent  States  of  the 
Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Treasury,  speci- 
fically set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  of  thirty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  them  in 
four  instalments.  The  States  agreed  to  receive 
the  money.  Three  instalments  of  the  money 
they  did  receive.  The  fourth  and  last  instal- 
ment of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  to  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  first 
of  this  month.  This  is  a  plain  unvarnished 
statement  of  the  case.  Thus  we  see  that  on 
the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  speci- 
fically set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  States. 
There  it  was.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be  there.  Now, 
why  has  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to  the 
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States  ?  "Was  it  because  this  House  passed  a 
bill  for  the  postponement  of  the  last  payment  ? 
No,  sir,  but  because  tbis  administration  bad 
previously  used  this  money  for  their  own  pur- 
poses. They,  Martin  Van  Buren  and  his  ad- 
ministration, betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  tbem, 
squandered  this  money — and  when  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  assemble  here  in  spe- 
cial session,  we  are  informed  by  the  President 
and  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
money  that  was  in  the  Treasury  for  the  States 
is  gone,  has  evaporated,  and  that  we  will  have 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  it. 
Thus  we  see  that  the  money  was  used  by  the 
administration.  The  President  and  his  policy 
have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment. Congress  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  The  money  was  there  for  the  States  on  the 
first  of  January  last.  When  we  met  here  in 
eight  months  afterwards  it  was  not  there.  Sup- 
pose the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  the 
money?  No.  Why?  Because  the  adminis- 
tration had  previously  used  the  money  that 
was  specifically  set  apart  for  them.  Thus  you 
perceive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  And,  after  doing  this,. he  very 
modestly  calls  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
do  what  he  had  previously  done!  Well,  and 
what  did  Congress  do  ?  Why  again  they  echo' 
the  will  of  the  i'resident,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  bad  already  been  postponed,  and  declar- 
ing a  solemn  falsehood  to  the  whole  country, 
that  we,  yes,  that  we  had  withlield  from  the 
people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a  half  of 
money,  when  it  had  been  done  months  before 
by  the  executive  rulers  of  our  country ! 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  this  body !  If  we  continue  thus  to 
comply  with  the  behests  of  power,  and  to  de- 
lude and  betray  the  peofile,  I  ask,  in  the  name 
of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  our  country 
and  its  free  institutions  ? 

The  second  great  measure  which  the  adminis- 
tration commanded  you  to  pass,  and  which  you 
did  pass,  was  the  bill  for  the  manufacture  of 
ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  Yes,  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money — ten  millions,  not  of  bank 
rags,  but  Government  rags — ten  millions  of  old 
continental  paper — ^ten  millions  of  shin-plasters ! 
And  is  it  possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of 
those  long  years  of  exciting,  convulsing,  dis- 
tracting experiments,  which  our  rulers  promised 
us  should  produce  such  a  safe  and  convenient 
currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  ? 
Ay,  gold,  gold,  was  the  cry ;  and  now  we  have 
gold  with  a  vengeance !  The  banner  of  our 
rulers  has  had  for  its  motto,  not  our  country, 
nor  liberty,  nor  patriotism,  nor  union,  nor  any 
other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment ;  no,  sir, 
but  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  "for 
gold,  gold,  gold."  For  years  have  our  .people 
been  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  empty 
promise  of  gold.  And  now,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  they  reach  forth  their  expecting 
bands  to  possess  it,  like  the  gold  which  is  said 


to  reward  a  bargain  with  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness, it  turns  in  their  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes ! 
The  Government  has  been  raking  it  together 
from  all  quarters  of  the  earth.  They  have 
wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp 
from  the  possession  of  the  people.  They  have 
forced  it  out  of  circulation.  It  is  money  no 
longer ;  it  is  now  merchandise.  It  is  bought 
and  sold,  as  you  w-ould  buy  your  bread  or  any 
other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life.  The 
people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their 
debts,  to  the  Government.  And  what  does  the 
Government  do  with  it  ?  pay  it  back  to  the 
people  ?  No,  sir,  no,  but  magnanimously  gives 
it  to  the  oflice-holders !  The  ofiice-holders  then 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  per  cent.  The  people  again  pay  it  to 
the  Government  from  which,  as  before,  it  im- 
mediately passes  to  the  office-holders,  who  again 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  large  profit.  Thus  it 
moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued  and 
contracted  circle,  cursing  the  people,  and  taking 
at  every  turn  from  their  hard  earnings  the 
amount  of  premium  paid  for  it,  and  enriching 
the  pampered  office-holder,  just  in  proportion  as 
it  robs  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  office-hold- 
ers have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to 
themselves.  They  have  all  the  gold  to  them- 
selves. ■  They  tell  us  that  the  Government  and 
the  people  must  be  separate  and  distinct,  that 
it  was  never  intended  that  the  Government 
should  sympathize  with  their  sufferings,  or  ex- 
tend relief  to  their  distresses.  And  how,  sir, 
does  this  golden  Government,  with  its  immense 
professions,  pay  its  own  debts  ?  What  do  they 
give  to  the  hard-toiling  mechanic — the  aged, 
feeble,  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of  the 
Eevolution  ?  And  what  has  the  country  for  a 
currency?  Why,  rags,  rags;  not  " bank  rags " 
alone ;  no,  (for  they  grow  more  scarce  every 
day,)  but  all  kinds  of  rags — a  complete  piece 
of  patchwork,  an  undistinguished  gathering 
together  of  rottenness  and  confusion.  And,  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded 
partisans,  have  passed  the  bill  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  ten  millions  more  of  rags,  with  which 
still  further  to  curse  the  country — the  bill  cre- 
ating ten  millions  of  paper  money  for  the  people ! 

What  next  ?  The  next  great  measure  that 
we  have  recommended  to  us  is  the  last  great 
experiment  of  those  in  power,  the  "  Sub-Treas- 
ury System."  This  project  has  not  yet  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  tbis  House,  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  ■  It  is  now  before 
us  for  consideration.  I  purpose,  in  conclusion, 
to  make  a  few  hasty  remarks  upon  it.  I  am 
opposed  to  this  measure.  Although  not  yet 
approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  operation. 
We  see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  its 
fruits,  and,  for  myself,  they  are  distasteful  to 
me.  I  loathe  them.  I  am  for  cutting  down 
the  tree  that  produced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  who  are  dependent  alone 
on  the  will  of  the  President  for  their  contin- 
uance in  office,  all,  yes  all  the  countless  millions 
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of  the  money  of  this  Government  for  disburse- 
ment and  safe-keeping.  These  men  are  to  re- 
ceive it,  hold  it,  use  it,  when  and  as  they  please, 
with  no  earthly  barrier  between  it  and  the 
temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  uses, 
which  the  personal  custody  of  such  immense 
treasures  must  offer,  than  the  feeble  restraints 
of  poor,  weak,  fallible  human  nature,  and  the 
fear  of  the  consequences  which  might  result 
from  an  ultimate  detection. 

How  many  receivers  and  holders  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  in  other  words,  how  many  "  sub- 
treasurers  "  there  will  be  scattered  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  this  wide-spread  country,  no 
man  can  at  present  determine.  In  France,  where 
a  similar  system  prevails,  there  are  one  hundred 
thousand !  Here  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that. 
These  men  are  to  hold  and  absolutely  possess 
the  whole  treasures  of  the  nation.  Some  of 
them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will  have 
millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time. 
One  uninterrupted  golden  current  will  be  con- 
tinually pouring  in  upon  them.  What  a  temp- 
tation (even  aside  from  party  political  influ- 
ences) is  thus  offered  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  occasionally  or  continually,  as  need  or 
circumstances  may  require  ?  Sir,  the  tempta- 
tion will  be  irresistible.  Surrounded  by  needy 
or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose  families 
and  fortunes  they  think  may  be  comforted  or 
repaired  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  exciting  whirl  of  speculation,  with  For- 
tune's dazzling  visions  urging  them  on  to  use 
the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and  em- 
bark in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  en- 
joyment of  irarnense  possessions,  and  with  a 
full  certainty  that  a  temporary  use  of  even  large 
amounts,  cannot  be  discovered;  taking  into 
consideration  with  these  circumstances  the  fact 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of 
these  men — I  say  they  will,  in  some  cases, 
inevitably  misappropriate  the  money.  Large 
amounts  of  it  must  be  lost.  The  treasures  of 
the  country  will  be  plundered.  Under  such  a 
system  there  is  no  safety  for  the  public  funds. 

A  "sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed 
in  this  House.  Before  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  the  people  and  exciting 
popular  feelings  in  its  favor,  you  name  it  a 
"  bill  to  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks."  But  what  is  it  ?  Trampling  the  mere 
name  under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  as  it  is, 
stripped  and  naked  in  all  its  odious  deformity 
— I  ask  what  is  it  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  bill  for 
arresting  the  flow  of  our  prosperity — for  sub- 
verting the  fundamental  principles  of  our  re- 
public— a  bill  for  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
despotism.  How  do  those  in  power  recommend 
it  to  us?  What  arguments  do  they  urge  in 
favor  of  its  adoption  ?  "  Oh,"  they  say,  "  it  is 
no  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flour- 
ishes in  Prussia  and  Austria — it  has  grown  in- 
to full  and  vigorous  perfection  in  Russia.  It 
prevails  in  Turkey,  and  in  every  despotism  of 
the  new  and  old  world." 


My  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  their 
recommendations.  In  every  countiy  under 
heaven  where  such  a  systeip  prevails,  the  people 
are  trampled  on  and  plundered  of  their  rights ; 
ground  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  awful 
despotism  of  their  rulers  ;  bought  and  sold  like 
cattle  with  the  earth,  persecuted  by  power, 
plundered  by  these  very  sub-treasurers,  "  chain- 
ed to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the  soil."  And 
yet,  sir,  this  administration  and  its  advocates 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as 
almost  the  only  argument  in  favor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  their  hateful  scheme.  They  tell  us  that 
their  plan  T*'orks  very  well  in  those  countries. 
But  they  do  not  tell  us  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the 
people  could  not  be  kept  in  slavery !  Tes,  the 
plan  does  work  well  in  despotisms.  It  does  the 
work  effectually.  It  works  admirably  well. 
It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  was 
designed— that  of  plundering  and  enslaving  the 
people,  whilst  it  deprives  them  of  the  power  of 
resistance ! 

Where  am  I  ?  Is  it  possible  that  here,  in 
this  mighty  capital  of  the  only  free  repubhc  on 
earth,  with  the  deeds  of  our  gallant  fathers  still 
green  in  our  memories,  with  here  and  there 
one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gazing 
upon  our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of  • 
'  Yorktown  yet  ringing  in  our  ears — is  it  possi- 
ble, I  say,  under  these  circumstances,  that  we 
can  calrnly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  abandon 
the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  its 
beginning  to  this  day,  despise  and  denounce 
the  wisdom  of  its  immortal  founder,  reject  a 
course  which  has  secured  an  unexampled  pros- 
perity to  our  -country,  and  the  utmost  stretch 
of  liberty  to  ourselves — and  turn  back  and 
affectionately  embrace — ^hug  to  our  bosoms,  as 
jewels  above  all  price,  the  barbarous  institu- 
tions of  the  dark  and  benighted  despotisms  of 
the  old  world  ?  Are  we  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages,  and  re- 
ceive for  our  guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  au- 
tocrats and  tyrants?  Sir,  is  the  repubUcan 
seed,  scattered  far'  and  wide  by  our  immortal 
sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands— 
and  are  we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  soil 
the  sickly  shoots  of  despotism,  and  nurse,  and 
water,  and  cherish  them  into  health  and  vigor 
and  fructification  ?  Heaven  forbid.  Let  every 
man  who  wishes  well  to  our  republican  institu- 
tions put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  this 
scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  "sub-Treasury 
system  "  is  one  of  the  great  means  used  by  the 
autocrats  of  Europe  for  perpetuating  their  ty- 
rannies. In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is  an 
engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints 
every  oflicer.  They  are  all  absolutely  dependent 
upon  him,  and  are  appointed  to  do  his  bidding. 
They  are  responsible  to  him  alone.  They  are 
scattered  all  over  the  empire.  Every  petty 
district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the 
revenues  of  the  Government.  They  have  im- 
mediate communication  with  the  people.    Of 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


541 


OCTOBEE,  1837.J 


Florida  War. 


[H.  OF  K. 


course,  as  the  interest  of  the  officer  binds  liim 
to  serve  his  sovereign,  and  as  there  is  no  one 
to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  re- 
ceives can  he  used  in  influencing  the  people  (or 
subjects  as  they  are  there  called)  in  any  way 
desirable.  Thus  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  these  little  treasurers  are  using  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to 
produce  the  desired  influence  on  the  people. 
And  yet,  in  a  moment,  the  whole  treasure  can 
be  collected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at  the 
nod  of  the  monarch.  This  is  all  done  silently 
and  secretly.  The  evil  is  felt,  and  no  one  can 
tell  whence  it  comes.  Despotism  is  upon  them, 
and  they  have  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  des- 
I)Otism,  is  the  very  one  which  the  bill  under 
consideration  proposes  to  introduce  into  this 
country.  It  will  make  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Eu- 
rope. You  will  have  a  hundred  thousand 
office-holders  appointed  by  the  President,  hold- 
ing their  office  at  his  pleasure,  dependent  upon 
his  will  for  the  very  bread  they  eat,  and  com- 
missioned to  do  his  bidding.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  its  narrow  confines  one 
of  these  "sub-treasurers"  "  to  harass  the  people 
and  eat  out  their  substance."  The  land  will  be 
filled  with  spies  and  informers.  All  the  public 
money,  millions  on  millions,  will  be  in  their 
hands  1  It  will  be  scattered  about  among  their 
partisans,  become  the  source  of  countless  de- 
moralizing speculations  upon  the  industry  and 
property  of  the  people,  and  must  inevitably  end 
in  concentrating  all  power  in  the  breast  of  the 
Executive.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
pro  visions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will 
be  no  salvation  for  this  republic ;  republican 
forms  may  exist,  but  despotism  will  be  its  very 
life-blood,  its  pervading  spirit. 

This  scheme  will  not  only  increase  the  num- 
ber of  your  officers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple 
the  taxes  of  the  people,  but  it  will  furnish  Gov- 
ernment with  an  irresistible  means  of  control- 
ling the  popular  will.  These  officers  must  use 
the  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  mas- 
ters. They  are  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
He  who  would  dare  refuse  to  do  their  bidding, 
would  not  only  be  Instantly  dismissed,  but 
hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  considera- 
tion ;  yes,  be  denationalized  and  proscribed  by 
the  hireling  hacks  of  party  power. 


Satukdat,  October  14. 
Florida  War, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bus- 
iness of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wise's  resolution  on  the  Flor- 
ida war ;  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Mo- 
Kat's  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

Mr.  Underwood  said  that,  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  debate  upon  the  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 


ginia (Mr.  Wise)  to  say  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed, in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit,  that 
General  Jesup  had  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and 
protect  that  chief  in  his  possessions,  provided 
he  would  give  his  aid  to  the  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  assist  General  Jesup  in  his  op- 
erations ;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chief,  relying 
upon  the  assurances  of  General  Jesup,  had  de- 
voted himself  to  our  service,  and  that,  after 
success  crowned  the  operations  of  General  Je- 
sup, he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  violation  of 
his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  his  pos- 
sessions. I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time 
with  the  impropriety  of  the  conduct  thus  im- 
puted to  General  Jesup.  I  could  not  believe 
that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the 
humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army, 
who  had  on  several  occasions  displayed  a  com- 
bination of  talents  and  bravery  which  induced 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a  fit  com- 
mander in  the  South,  would  so  far  debase  him- 
self as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  service, 
by  a  promise  of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
had  answered  his  purposes,  turn  upon  his 
ally  in  violation  of  his  engagement,  and  expel 
him  from  his  home.  Such  conduct  would  not 
only  have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as 
a  man,  but  it  would  tarnish  the  reputation  of 
the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General 
Jesup's  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and 
after  conduct,  had  been  the  result  of  orders 
emanating  from  higher  authority,  or  whether 
General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible?  The 
gentleman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate 
the  substance  of  the  statement  made 'by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  General  Jesup. 
On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  received  his  an- 
swer, in  which  he  says :  "  No  such  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  to  have  been  made 
was  ever  thought  of;  every  engagement  made 
with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  upon 
me,  or  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faith- 
fully fulfilled."  Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradic- 
tion is  given  by  General  Jesup  to  the  informa- 
tion communicated  to  the  House.  His  letter 
evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  "  whole  subject  of 
the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  invites  it.  His 
language  is :  "  Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent 
for ;  let  investigation  be  pushed  to  the  utmost, 
I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  en- 
gagement with  Hopothlehohola,  the  General 
indignantly  remarks  that,  had  it  been  made, 
"no  power  on  earth  should  have  compelled 
him  to  violate  it."  He  would  have  surrendered 
his  commission  sooner  than  have  ptesented 
himself  before  the  world  in  the  attitude  of 
playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indian  chief; 
and,  after  securing  his  confidence  and  assistance, 
turning  upon  him  the  instruments  of  destruc- 
tion.   Such  sentiments  are  worthy  of  an  Amer- 
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ican  general ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  tbey  meet  with 
proper  sympathy  in  the  bosoms  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  justice  to  General 
Jesup  to  make  the  preceding  statement ;  and 
now  that  I  am  up,  I  shall  take  the  occasion  to 
say,  that  I  trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  fullest  investigation  may  be  had 
into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  Wise  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in 
his  own  person,  made  the  charge  at  all :  he  had 
stated  it  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him  :  he  re- 
joiced to  hear  the  language  of  General  Jesup  in 
relation  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very  reply 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investiga- 
tion he  advocated,  that  justice  might  be  done 
to  the  innocent,  while  the  guilty  were  expos- 
ed. 

Mr.  Ukdbewood  exculpated  Mr.  Wise  from 
all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  expressed  appro- 
bation of  his  course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of 
his  duty. 

Sui- Treasury  Bill. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  to  its  third 
reading  the  bill  from  the  Senate  imposing  addi- 
tional duties,  as  depositaries,  in  certain  cases, 
on  public  officers — 

Mr.  Olaee,  of  New  York,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I 
should  have  preferred  that  a  motion  had  been 
made  to  postpone  its  further  consideration  until 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  The  subject 
matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a 
diiference  of  opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an 
honest  difference.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  a  friend  of  the  administration,  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  he  should 
he  called  upon  at  this  time  for  final  action  on 
the  bin.  He  preferred  to  wait  until  an  oppor- 
tunity should  be  afforded  to  him  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these  views 
I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I 
shall  do  so  for  the  same  reasons  which  would 
influence  me  to  vote  for  a  postponement  until 
the  next  session,  considering  the  effects  the 
same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  give 
will  furnish  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  The  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1835,  it  was  proposed  by  the 
whigs  in  Congress,  and  received  the  unanimous 
and  vigorous  opposition  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers. Whether  it  is  possible  for  the  opposition 
to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  will  not  inquire. 
They  have,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
senting ht  this  session  any  measure,  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent,  always  saving  and  excepting 
their  sovereign  remedy,  their  universal  panacea 
for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  United  States 
Bank. 

I  repeat  that  this  measure,  as  a  democratic 


one,  is  new.  Public  opinion  has  not  been 
sufiiciently  enlightened  to  draw  any  correct 
conclusion  of  its  disposition.  It  has  not  been, 
to  any  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, either  in  the  social  circle,  Or  in  the 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people.  And  the 
same  remark  is  true  as  regards  the  newspaper 
press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  previous  to  the  session 
of  Congress,  had  canvassed  this  project,  or 
given  any  opinions  thereon.  The  Albany  Ar- 
gus, the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
State — a  journal  which  possesses  great  influence 
over  the  country  press — had  not,  up  to  that 
period,  taken  ground  on  this  subject.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  con- 
ventions could  be  considered  as  furnishing  that 
evidence  of  the  popular  wUl  as  they  otherwise 
would.  All  the  republican  conventions  have 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples set  forth  in  the  Message ;  few  of  them, 
however,  have  given  any  expression  of  opinion 
as  regards  this  speciflc  measure.  No  one  is  more 
ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  bow  with  deference  to 
the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed  upon 
reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully 
expressed,  than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
pleasure  to  carry  that  will  into  execution. 
Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill,  (and  I  repeat  that 
I  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it,)  I  would,  with 
alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  feet 
of  my  constituents. 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  en- 
joyed any  interchange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  I  wish  to  obey  their  wiU,  and  for 
this  purpose  I  should  be  glad,  by  a  personal 
interview,  to  ascertain  that  will;  and  when 
ascertained,  I  shall  not  fail  to  execute  it. 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
■  The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borfen, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Camp- 
bell, John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Convin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland, 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graliam,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  HofFman,  Hopkins,  Henry 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare, 
Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M. 
Mason,  S.  Mason,  .Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phil- 
lips, Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stewart, 
Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L- 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 119. 
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Nays. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Brdnson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T. 
J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I. 
Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Biunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
ble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Ar- 
phaxed  Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  K.  McClellan,  A. 
MoClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  S.  "W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Klves,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthing- 
ton,  Yell— 107. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GitiFFiN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BoEDEN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a 


reconsideration  on  the  table,  which  was  decided 
by — -yeas  118,  nays  105. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjournment. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he  had 
other  communications  to  make  to  Congress,  the 
two  Houses  were  about  to  close  the  present 
session  by  an  adjournment,  was  now  taken  up 
and  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Thomas  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pope  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Taylob  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  had  waited 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
ceived for  answer  to  their  message  to  him  that 
he  had  no  further  communication  to  make, 

The  House  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress. 
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[The  fonn  of  the  original  Debates,  as  reported,  is  changed  at  tliis  date,  and  the  proceedings  of  each 
day  are  placed  together,  instead  of  the  distinct  continuous  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  each  House  during 
the  entire  Session.] 


IN  SENATE. 
■    MoNDAT,  Dec.  4,  183T. 
The  second  session  of  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress convened  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geitkdt,  the  customary 
resolutions  of  information  to  the  President  and 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  were  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

rrecember  4,  1837. 

The  roll  of  the  members  of  the  House  was 
called  over  by  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform 
that  body  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives had  assembled,  and  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed,  in  conjunction  with 
such  committee  as  might  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  convened,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
be  pleased  to  make.  

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  December  6. 
Mr.  HuBBAEB  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr. 
Tallmadge  of  New  York,  took  their  seats. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 
Fellow- Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  Bouse  of  Representatives : 
We  have  reason  to  renew  the  expression  of  our 
devout  gratitude  to  the  Giver  or  all  Good  for  his 


benign  protection.  Our  country  presents,  on  every 
side,  the  evidences  of  that  continued  favor,  under 
whose  auspices  it  has  gradually  risen  from  a  few 
feeble  and  dependent  Colonies  to  a  prosperous  and 
powerful  Confederacy.  We  are  blessed  with  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  and  all  the  elements  of  national 
prosperity.  The  pestilence  which,  invading  for  a 
time,  some  flourishing  portions  of  the  Union,  inter- 
rupted the  general  prevalence  of  unusual  health, 
has  happily  been  limited  in  extent,  and  arrested  in 
its  fatal  career.  The  industry  and  prudence  of  our 
citizens  are  gradually  relieving  them  from  the  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  under  which  portions  of  them 
have  labored ;  judicious  legislation,  and  the  natural 
and  boundless  resources  of  the  country,  have  af- 
forded wise  and  timely  aid  to  private  enterprise; 
and  the  activity  always  characteristic  of  our  people 
has  already,  in  a  great  degree,  resumed  its  usual 
and  profitable  channels. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  relations  has  not 
materially  changed  since  the  last  annual  message 
of  my  predecessor.  We  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations ;  and  no  efforts  on  my  part,  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  our  rights  and  the  honor  of  the 
country,  shall  be  spared  to  maintain  a  position  so 
consonant  to  our  institutions.  We  have  faithfully 
sustained  the  foreign  poEcy  with  which  the  United 
States,  imder  the  guidance  of  their  first  President, 
took  their  stand  in  the  family  of  nations — that  of 
regulating  their  intercourse  with  other  powers  by 
the  approved  principles  of  private  life ;  asking  and 
according  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges ;  render- 
ing and  demanding  justice  iii  all  cases ;  advancing 
their  own,  and  discussing  the  pretensions  of  others, 
with  candor,  directness,  and  sincerity  ;  appealing  at 
all  times  to  reason,  but  never  yielding  to  force,  nor 
seeking  to  acquire  any  thing  for  themselves  by  its 
exercise. 

A  rigid  adherence  to  this  policy  has  left  this  Gov- 
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emment  with  scarcely  a  claim  upon  its  justice,  for 
injuries  arising  from  acts  committed  by  its  autiiority. 
The  most  imposing  and  perplexing  of  those  of  the 
United  States  upon  foreign  Governments,  for  ag- 
gressions upon  our  citizens,  were  disposed  of  by 
my  predecessor.  Independently  of  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  our  citizens  by  restoring  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  so  many  millions  of  which 
they  had  been  wrongfully  divested,  a  great  service 
was  also  rendered  to  his  country  by  the  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  so  many  ancient  and  irritating  sub- 
jects of  contention ;  and  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit 
on  his  successful  administration  of  public  affairs, 
that  this  great  object  was  accomplished,  without 
compromising,  on  any  occasion,  either  the  honor,  or 
the  peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powers  no  new  subjects  of  diffi- 
culty have  arisen ;  and  those  which  were  under  dis- 
cussion, although  not  terminated,  do  not  present  a 
more  unfavorable  aspect  for  the  future  preservation 
of  that  good  understanding,  which  it  has  ever  been 
our  desire  to  cultivate. 

Of  pending  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
which  exists  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
in    respect    to    our     north-eastern    boundary.      It 
is  with  unfeigned  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  must  look  back  upon  the  abortive  efforts 
made  by  the  Executive,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
half    a    century,   to    determine,   what    no    nation 
should  suffer  long  to  remain  in  dispute,  the   true 
line  which  divides  its  possessions   from   those    of 
other  powers.     The  nature  of  the  settlements  on  the 
borders  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  neighbor- 
ing territory,  was  for  a  season  such,  that  this  per- 
haps was  not  indispensable   to   a  faithful  perform- 
ance  of   the   duties   of   the   Federal    Government. 
Time   has,  however,  changed  this  state  of   things ; 
and   has   brought    about   a   condition   of  affairs,  in 
which  the  true  interests  of  both  countries  impera- 
tively require  that  this  question  should  be   put  at 
rest.     It  is  not  to  be  disguised,'  that  with  full  con- 
fidence often  expressed,  in  the  desire  of  the  British 
Government  to  terminate  it,  we  are  apparently  as 
far  from  its  adjustment  as  we  were  at  the  time  of 
signing  the   treaty  of   peace,   in    1783.     The   sole 
result   of   long    pending  negotiations,   and    a   per- 
plexing  arbitration,    appears   to   be    a    conviction, 
on    its    part,   that    a   conventional    line    must    be 
adopted,  from  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  the 
true   one    according   to   the   description    contained 
in  that  treaty.     Without  coinciding  in  this  opinion, 
which  is  not  thought  to  be  well  founded,  my  prede- 
cessor gave  the  strongest  proof  of  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  this 
dispute,  by  proposing  the  substitution  of  a  conven- 
tional line,  if  the  consent  of  the  States  interested  in 
the  question   could  be  obtained.     To  this  proposi- 
tion,   no    answer    has    yet    been    received.     The 
attention  of  the  British  Government  has,  however, 
been  urgently  invited  to  the  subject,  and  its  reply 
cannot,   I  am  confident,  be  much  longer  delayed. 
The  general  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  are  of  the  most   friendly  character, 
and  I  am  well  satisfied  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  ■ 
that  Government  to  maintain  them  upon  their  pres- 
ent footing.      This  disposition  has  also,  I  am  per- 
suaded, become   more  general  with  the  people  of 
England  than  at  any  previous  period.     It  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  say  to  you,  how  cordially  it  is  re- 
ciprocated by  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United    States.     The    conviction,  which    must    be 
Vol.  xm.— 35 


common  to  all,  of  the  injurious  consequences  that 
result  from  keeping  open  this  irritating  question, 
and  the  certainty  that  its  final  settlement  cannot  be 
much  longer  deferred,  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  an  early 
and.  satisfactory  adjustment.  At  your  last  ses- 
sion, I  laid  before  you  the  recent  communications 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  whose 
solicitude,  concerning  a  subject  in  which  she  had 
so  deep  an  interest,  every  portion  of  the  Union  par- 
ticipates. 

The  feelings  produced  by  a  temporary  interrup- 
tion of.  those  harmonious  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  well  to  the 
recollections  of  former  times  as  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  existing  interests,  have  been  happily  suc- 
ceeded by  a  cordial  disposition  on  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate an  active  friendship  in  their  future  inter- 
course. The  opinion,  undoubtedly  correct,  and 
steadily  entertained  by  us,  that  the  commercial  re- 
lations at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries 
are  susceptible  of  great  and  reciprocally  beneficial 
improvements,  is  obviously  gaining  ground  in 
France ;  and  I  am  assured  of  the  disposition  of 
that  Government  to  favor  the  accomplishment  of 
such  an  object.  This  disposition  shall  be  met  in 
in  a  proper  spirit  on  our  part.  The  few  and  compara- 
tively unimportant  questions  that  remain  to  be  ad- 
justed between  us,  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  settled 
with  entire  satisfaction,  and  vrithout  difficulty. 

Between  Russia  and  the  United  States,  senti- 
ments of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherish- 
ed. Our  Minister  recently  accredited  to  that  Court, 
has  been  received  with  a  frankness  and  cordiality, 
and  with  evidences  of  respect  for  his  country,  which 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  the  preservation  in  fu- 
ture of  those  amicable  and  liberal  relations  which 
have  so  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  On  the  few  subjects 
under  discussion  between  us,  an  early  and  just 
decision  is  confidently  anticipated. 

A  correspondence  has  been  opened  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Austria,  for  the  establishment  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of 
Congress,  as  indicated  by  an  appropriation  act  of  the 
session  of  1837,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  will  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

With  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  with  the  States  of 
the  German  empire,  now  composing  with  the  latter 
the  Commercial  League,  our  political  relations  are  of 
the  most  friendly  character,  whilst  our  commercial 
intercourse  is  gradually  extending,  with  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  in  it. 

Civil  war  yet  rages  in  Spain,  producing  intense 
suffering  to  its  own  people,  and  to  other  nations 
inconvenience  and  regret.  Our  citizens  who  have 
claims  upon  that  country  will  be  prejudiced  for  a 
time  by  the  condition  of  its  Treasury,  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  long-continued  and  exhausting  internal 
wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
due  under  the  convention  with  the  Queen  of  Spain 
has  not  been  paid  ;  and  similar  failures  may  be  ex- 
pected to  happen,  until  a  portion  of  the  resources  of 
her  kingdom  can  be  devoted  to  the  extinguishment  of 
its  foreign  debt. 

Having  received  satisfactory  evidence  that  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties  were  charged  upon  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  on  the  11th  day  of  October  last, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  May  25,  1832,  declar- 
ing  that  fact ;  and  the  duties  on  foreign  tonnage 
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which  were  levied  upon  Portuguese  vessels  in  the 
United  States,  previously  to  the  passage  of  that  act, 
are  accordingly  revived. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1836,  suspending  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  imported 
into  this  country  in  Portuguese  vessels,  was  passed 
upon  the  application  of  that  Government,  through  its 
representative  here,  under  the  belief  that  no  similar 
discrimination  existed  in  Portugal  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  state  that  such  duties 
are  now  exacted  in  that  country  upon  the  cargoes  of 
American  vessels  ;  and  as  the  act  referred  to  vests 
no  discretion  in  the  Executive,  it  is  for  Congress  to 
determine  upon  the  expediency  of  further  legislation 
on  the  subject.  Against  these  discriminations,  affect- 
ing the  vessels  of  this  country  and  their  cargoes, 
seasonable  remonstrance  was  made,  and  notice  was 
given  to  the  Portuguese  Government  that  unless 
they  should  be  discontinued,  the  adoptifcn  of  coun- 
tervailing measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  become  necessary ;  but  the  reply  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, received  at  the  Department  of  State  through 
our  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  afforded  no  ground  of  hope  for  the 
abandohment  of  a  system  so  little  in  harmony  with 
the  treatment  shown  to  the  vessels  of  Portugal,  and 
their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  expectations  we  had  u  right  to  en- 
tertain. 

AVith  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Naples,  and  Bel- 
gium, a  friendly  intercourse  has  been  uninterruptedly 
maintained. 

With  the  Government  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  and 
its  dependencies  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
peace  and  good  will  are  carefully  cultivated,  and 
have  been  fostered  by  such  good  offices  as  the  rel- 
ative distance  and  the  condition  -of  those  countries 
would  permit. 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  is  carried  on  under  the 
laws  of  the  two  governments,  reciprocally  beneficial 
to  the  navigating  interests  of  both ;  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  look  forward  to  the  adoption  of  other  meas- 
ures which  will  be  more  extensively  and  permanently 
advantageous. 

Copies  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  ^iam  and  Muscat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  Congress,  the  ratifications  having 
been  received,  and  the  treaties  made  public,  since 
the  close  of  the  last  annual  session.  Already  have 
we  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  prospect 
of  considerable  commercial  benefit;  and  we  have, 
besides,  received  from  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
feelings,  by  liberal  acts  towards  one  of  our  vessels, 
bestowed  in-  a  manner  so  striking  as  to  require  on 
our  part  a  grateful  acknowledgment. 

Our  commerce  with  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico  still  labors  under  heavy  restrictions,  the  contin- 
uance of  which  is  a  subject  of  regret.  The  only 
effect  of  an  adherence  to  them  will  be  to  benefit  the 
navigation  of  other  countries,  at  the  expense  both 
of  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

The  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
over  since  they  emerged  from  the  colonial  state, 
experienced  severe  trials  in  their  progress  to  the 
permanent  establishment  of  liberal  political  institu- 
tions. Their  unsettled  condition  not  only  inter- 
rupts their  own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  has  often 
seriously  injured  the  other  l)owers  of  tlio  world.  The 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Peru,  Chili,  Brazil,  the 
Argentine  Republic,  the  Governments  formed   out 


of  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  are  still 
pending,  although  many  of  theni  have  been  presented 
for  examination  more  than  twenty  years.  New  Grena- 
da, Venezuela,  and  Ecuador,  have  recently  formed  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  upon  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  from 
which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  our  citizens  will,  ere  long, 
receive  full  compensation  for  the  injuries  originally 
inflicted  upon  them,  and  for  the  delay  in  affording  it. 
An  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  has  been 
concluded  by  the  United  States  with  the  Peru-Boli- 
vian Confederation,  which  wants  only  the  ratification 
of  that  Government.  The  progress  of  a  subsequent 
negotiation  for  the  settlement  of  claims  upon  Peru, 
has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  war  between 
that  power  and  Chili,  and  the  Argentine  Republic ; 
and  the  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce  delays 
in  the  settlement  of  our  demands  on  those  powers. 

The  aggravating  circumstances  connected  with  our 
claims  upon  Mexico,  and  a  variety  of  events  touch- 
ing the  honor  and  integrity  of  our  Government,  led 
my  predecessor  to  make,  at  the  second  session  of 
the  last  Congress,  a  special  recommendation  of  the 
course  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  final 
satisfaction  of  the  mjuries  complained  of  by  this  Gov- 
ernment and  by  our  citizens.  He  recommended  a  final 
demand  of  redress,  with  a  contingent  authority  to 
the  Executive  to  make  reprisals,  if  that  demand 
should  be  made  in  vain.  From  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  on  that  recommendation,  it  appeared  that  the 
opinion  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  coincided 
with  that  of  the  Executive,  that  any  mode  of  redress 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  might  justifiably  be 
used.  It  was  obvious,  too,  that  Congress  believed, 
with  the  President,  that  another  demand  should  be 
made,  in  order  to  give  undeniable  and  satisfactory 
proof  of  our  desire  to  avoid  extremities  with  a  neigh- 
boring power ;  but  that  there  was  an  indisposition  to 
vest  a  discretionary  authority  in  the  Executive  to 
take  redress,  should  it  unfortunately  be  either  denied 
or  unreasonably  delayed  by  the  Mexican  Government. 
So  soon  as  the  necessary  documents  were  prepared, 
after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  of^ce  a  special 
messenger  was  sent  to  Mexico,  to  make  a  final  de- 
mand of  redress,  with  the  documents  required  by 
the  provisions  of  our  treaty.  The  demand  was  made 
on  the  20th  of  July  last.  The  reply,  which  bears  date 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  contains  assurances  of 
a  desire,  on  the  part  of  that  Government,  to  give  a 
prompt  and  explicit  answer  respecting  each  of  the 
complaints,  but  that  the  examination  of  them  would 
necessarily  be  deliberate ;  that  in  this  examination, 
it  would  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  public  law 
and  the  obligation  of  treaties ;  that  nothing  should 
be  left  undone  that  might  lead  to  the  most  speedy 
and  equitable  adjustment  of  our  demands ;  and  that 
its  determination,  in  respect  to  each  case,  should  be 
communicated  through  the  Mexican  Minister  here. 

Since  that  time,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  has  been  accredited  to  this 
Government  by  that  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  He 
brought  with  him  assurances  of  a  sincere  desire  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments should  be  terminated  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  both.  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  assur- 
ances ;  and  a  hope  was  entertained  that  this  mission 
would  lead  to  a  speedy,  satisfactory,  and  final  adjust- 
ment of  all  existing  subjects  of  complaint.  A  sin- 
cere believer  in  the  wisdom  of  the  pacific  policy  by 
which  the  United  States  have  always  been  governed 
in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations ;  it  was  my 
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particular  desire,  from  the  proximity  of  the  Mexican 
Kepublic,  and  well-known  occurrences  on  our  fron- 
tier, to  be  instrumental  in  obviating  all  existing  diffi- 
culties with  that  Government,  and  in  restoring  to  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  Republics,  that  liberal 
and  friendly  character  by  which  they  should  always 
be  distinguished.  I  regret,  therefore,  the  more 
deeply  to  have  found  in  the  recent  communications 
of  that  Government  so  little  reason  to  hope  that  any 
future  efforts  of  mine  for  the  accomplishment  of 
those  desirable  objects  would  be  successful. 

Although  the  larger  number,  and  many  of  them 
aggravated  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  have  been  now 
for  years  before  the  Mexican  Government,  and  some 
of  the  causes  of  national  complaint,  and  those  of  the 
most  offensive  character,  admitted  of  immediate, 
simple,  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is  only  within  a 
few  days  past  that  any  specilio  communication  in 
answer  to  oar  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago, 
has  been  received  from  the  Mexican  Minister.  By 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  the  accompanying  documents,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  for  not  one  of  our  puWic  complaints  has 
satisfaction  been  given  or  offered  ;  that  but  one  of 
the  cases  of  personal  wrong  has  been  favorably 
considered,  and  that  but  four  cases  of  both  descrip- 
tions, out  of  all  those  formally  presented,  and  ear- 
nestly pressed,  have  as  yet  been  decided  upon  by  the 
Mexican  Government. 

Not  perceiving  in  what  manner  any  of  the  powers 
given  to  the  Executive  alone  could  be  further  use- 
fully employed  in  bringing  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy to  a  satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  was 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  Congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
clearly  understood  wishes  of  the  Legislature,  another 
and  formal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been  made 
upon  the  Mexican  Government;  with  what  success 
the  documents  now  communicated  will  show.  On  a 
careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  contents, 
and  considering  the  spirii  manifested  by  the  Mexican 
Government,  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  return 
the  subject,  as  it  now  stands,  to  Congress,  to  whom 
it  belongs,  to  decide  upon  the  tune,  the  mode,  and 
the  measure  of  redress.  Whatever  may  be  your 
decision,  it  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  confident  that 
it  will  be  characterized  by  that  moderation  and  jus- 
tice which  will,  I  trust,  under  all  circumstances,  govern 
the  councils  of  our  country. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1837,  was  forty-five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars. 
The  receipts  during  the  present  year  from  all  sources, 
including  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued,  are  esti- 
mated at  twenty-three  millions  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  dol- 
lars, constituting  an  aggregate  of  sixty-nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  five  hundred 
and  four  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  about  thirty-five  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  will  have  been  expended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  appropriations  made  by  Con- 
gross  ;  and  the  residue,  amounting  to  thirty-four  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  throe  dollars,  will  be  the  nominal  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next. 
But  of  that  sum,  only  one  million  eighty-five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  is  considered  as 
immediately  available  for,  and  applicable  to,  public 
purposes.  Those  portions  of  it  which  will  be  for  some 
time  unavailable,  consist  chiefly  of  sums  deposited 


with  the  States,  and  due  from  the  former  deposit  banks. 
The  details  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  issue  during  the  year  on  account  of  those  funds 
being  unavailable,  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  exceed 
four  and  a  half  millions.  It  seemed  proper,  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on  all 
subjects  made  as  low  as  practicable,  without  preju- 
dice to  any  great  public  measures.  The  Depart- 
ments were,  therefore,  desired  to  prepare  their  esti- 
mates accordingly ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  they 
have  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so  economical  a 
scale.  In  the  great  and  often  unexpected  fluctuations 
to  which  the  revenue  is  subjected,  it  is  not  possible 
to  compute  the  receipts  beforehand  with  great  cer- 
tainty ;  but  should  they  not  differ  essentially  from  pres- 
ent anticipations,  and  should  the  appropriations  not 
much  exceed  the  estimates,  no  difficulty  seems  hkely 
to  happen  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  with 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  embarrassments  which 
have  recently  occurred  in  commercial  affairs,  and 
the  liberal  indulgence  which,  in  consequence  of  those 
embarrassments,  has  been  extended  to  both  the  mer- 
chants and  the  banks,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
anticipate  that  the  Treasury  notes,  which  have  been 
issued  during  the  present  year,  will  be  redeemed, 
and  that  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  without  any 
resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes,  will  prove  ample 
for  defraying  all  charges  imposed  on  it  during  1838. 
The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
afford  you  a  more  minute  exposition  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
during  the  current  year ;  a  period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  public  moneys  disbursed  and  deposited 
with  the  States  as  well  as  the  financial  difficulties 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  few  parallels  in  our 
history.  Your  attention  was,  at  the  last  session, 
invited  to  the  necessity  of  additional  legislative  pro- 
visions in  respect  to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and 
transfer  of  the  puljlic  money.  No  law  having  been 
then  matured,  and  not  understanding  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  as  intended  to  be  final,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  again  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

On  that  occasion,  three  modes  of  performing  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  were  presented  for  con- 
sideration. These  were :  the  creation  of  a  national 
bank  ;  the  revival,  with  modifications,  of  the  deposit 
system  established  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June, 
1836,  permitting  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
banks,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  such  in- 
stitutions for  the  purposes  referred  to,  with  suitable 
provisions  for  their  accomplishment  through  the 
agency  of  public  officers.  Considering  the  opinions 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  two  first  proposi- 
tions as  expressed  in  the  negative,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  recur  to 
them.  In  respect  to  the  last,  you  have  had  an  op- 
portunity since  your  adjournment,  not  only  to  test 
still  further  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  by  the 
continued  practical  operation  of  such  parts  of  it  as 
are  now  in  force,  but  also  to  discover — ^what  should 
ever  be  sought  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost 
deference — the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  national  will  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  Republic, 
and,  on  all  subjects  within  the  limits  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  should  be  faithfully  obeyed  by  the 
public  servant.  Since  the  measure  in  question  was 
submitted  to  your  consideration,  most  of  you  have 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  personal  communication 
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with  your  constituents.  For  one  State  only  has  an 
election  been  held  for  the  Federal  Government ;  but 
the  early  day  at  which  it  took  place,  deprives  the 
measure  under  consideration  of  much  of  the  support 
it  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  result. 
Local  elections  for  State  officers  have,  however, 
been  hold  in  several  of  the  States,  at  which  the  expe- 
diency of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Executive  has 
been  more  or  less  discussed.  Tou  will,  I  am  con- 
fident, yield  to  their  results  the  respect  due  to  every 
expression  of  the  public  voice.  Desiring,  however, 
to  arrive  at  truth  and  a  just  view  of  the  subject  in  all 
its  bearings,  you  will  at  the  same  time  remember, 
that  questions  of  far  deeper  and  more  immediate 
local  interest,  than  the  fiscal  plans  of  the  National 
Treasury,  were  involved  in  those  elections.  Above 
all,  we  cannot  overlook  the  striking  fact,  that  there 
were  at  the  time  in  those  States  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital,  of  which 
large  portions  were  subject  to  actual  forfeiture — 
other  large  portions  upheld  only  by  special  and  limited 
legislative  indulgences — and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  dependent  for  a  continuance 
of  its  corporate  existence  upon  the  will  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  be  then  chosen.  Apprised  of  this 
circumstance,  you  will  judge  whether  it  is  not  most 
probable  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  that  vast  in- 
terest in  these  respects,  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  spread  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
its  direct  connection  with  the  then  pending  elections, 
and  the  feelings  it  was  calculated  to  infuse  into  the 
canvass,  have  exercised  a  far  greater  influence  over 
the  result,  than  any  which  could  possibly  have  been 
produced  by  a  conflict  of  opinion  in  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  administration  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
bearings  upon  that  interest. 

I  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  opinion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system  pro- 
posed, being  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  will  be 
neither  stability  nor  safety,  either  in  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  Government,  or  in  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  individuals  and  corporations,  so  long  as  a  connec- 
tion exists  between  them,  *hich,  like  the  past,  offers 
such  strong  inducements  to  make  them  the  subjects 
of  political  agitation.  Indeed,  I  am  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  free  and  un- 
biassed exercise  of  political  opinion — ^the  only  sure 
foundation  and  safeguard  of  republican  Government 
— would  be  exposed  by  any  further  increase  of  the 
already  overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  consistently  with  my  views  of 
duty,  advise  a  renewal  of  a  connection  which  circum- 
stances have  dissolved. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  State  banks  for 
fiscal  purposes  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  meas- 
ure of  hostility  toward  those  institutions.  Banks, 
properly  established  and  conducted,  are  highly  use- 
ful to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  will  doubtless 
continue  to  exist  in  the  States,  so  long  as  they  con- 
form to  their  laws,  and  are  found  to  be  safe  and 
beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created,  what  privi- 
leges they  should  enjoy,  under  what  reponsibilities 
they  should  act,  and  to  what  restrictions  they  should 
be  subject,  are  questions  which,  as  I  observed  on  a 
previous  occasion,  belonf;  to  the  States  to  decide. 
Upon  their  rights,  or  the  exercise  of  them,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  can  have  no  motive  to  encroach.  Its 
duty  toward  them  is  well  performed,  when  it  refrains 
from  legislating  for  their  special  benefit,  because 
8uch  legislation  would  violate  the  spirit  of  the  con- 


stitution, and  be  unjust  to  other  interests ;  when  it 
takes  no  steps  to  impair  their  usefulness,  but  so 
manages  its  own  affairs  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of 
those  institutions  to  strengthen  and  improve  their 
condition  for  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity at  large.  They  have  no  right  to  insist  on 
a  connection  with  the  Federal  Government,  nor  on 
the  use  of  the  public  money  for  their  own  benefit. 
The  object  of  the  measure  under  consideration  is,  to 
avoid  for  the  future  a  compulsory  connection  of  this 
kind.  It  proposes  to  place  the  General  Government, 
in  regard  to  the  essential  points  of  the  collection, 
safe-keeping,  and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  a 
situation  which  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependence 
on  the  will  of  irresponsible  individuals  or  corpo- 
rations ;  to  withdraw  those  moneys  from  the  uses  of 
private  trade,  and  confide  them  to  agents  constitu- 
tionally selected  and  controlled  by  law ;  to  abstain 
from  improper  interference  with  the  industry  of  the 
people,  and  withhold  inducements  to  improvident 
dealings  on  the  part  of  individuals ;  to  give  stability 
to  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury :  to  preserve  the 
measures  of  the  Government  from  the  unavoidable 
reproaches  that  flow  from  such  a  connection,  and  the 
banks  themselves  from  the  injurious  effects  of  a  sup- 
posed participation  in  the  political  conflicts  of  the 
day,  from  which  they  will  otherwise  find  it  difiicult 
to  escape. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  important  subject ; 
formed  after  careful  reflection,  and  with  no  desire 
but  to  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  promote  the 
public  interest.  They  are  now,  as  they  were  before; 
submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the  opinions 
of  others.  It  was  hardly  to  be  hoped  that  changes 
so  important,  on  a  subject  so  interesting,  could  be 
made  without  producing  a  serious  diversity  of  opin- 
ion ;  but  so  long  as  those  conflicting  views  are  kept 
above  the  influence  of  individual  or  local  interests ; 
so  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general  good,  and 
are  discussed  with  moderation  and  candor,  such  a 
diversity  is  a  benefit,  not  an  injury.  If  a  majority 
of  Congress  see  the  public  welfare  in  a  different 
light ;  and  more  espeically  if  they  should  be  satisfied 
that  the  measure  proposed  would  not  be  acceptable 
to  the  people ;  I  shall  look  to  their  wisdom  to  sub- 
stitute such  as  may  be  more  conducive  to  the  one, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  the  other.  In  any  event, 
they  may  confidently  rely  on  my  hearty  co-operation 
to  the  fullest  extent,  winch  my  views  of  the  consti- 
tution and  my  sense  of  duty  will  permit. 

It  is  obviously  important  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  service,  and  to  the  business  and  quiet  of  the 
country,  that  the  whole  subject  should  in  some  way 
be  settled  and  regulated  by  law ;  and,  if  possible,  at 
your  present  session.  Besides  the  plans  above  refer- 
red to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  been  suggest- 
ed, except  that  of  keeping  the  public  money  in  the 
State  banks  in  special  deposit.  This  plan  is,  to  some 
extent,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  present  arrangement  of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  which,  except,  perhaps,  during 
the  operation  of  the  late  deposit  act,  has  always  been 
allowed,  even  during  the  existence  of  a  National 
Bank,  to  make  a  temporary  use  of  the  State  banks, 
in  particular  places,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  portions 
of  the  revenue.  This  discretionary  power  might  be 
continued,  if  Congress  deem  it  desirable,  whatever 
general  system  be  adopted.  So  long  as  the  connec- 
tion is  voluntai7,  we  need  perhaps  anticipate  few 
of  those  difficulties,  and  little  of  that  dependence, 
on  the  banks,  which  must  attend  every  such  connec- 
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tion  when  compulsory  in  its  nature,  and  when  so 
arranged  as  to  make  the  banks  a  fixed  part  of  the 
machinery  of  Government.  It  is  undoubtedly  in 
the  power  of  Congress,  so  to  regulate  and  guard  it 
as  to  prevent  the  public  money  from  being  applied 
to  ttie  use,  or  intermingled  with  the  aifaira,  of  indi- 
viduals. Thus  arranged,  although  it  would  not  give 
to  the  Government  that  entire  control  over  its  own 
funds  which  I  desire  to  secure  to  it  by  the  plan  I 
have  proposed,  it  would,  it  must  be  admitted,  in  a 
great  degree,  accomplish  one  of  the  objects  which 
has  recommended  that  plan  to  my  judgment — the 
separation  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government 
from  those  of  Individuals  or  corporations.  With 
these  observations,  I  recommend  the  whole  matter  to 
your  dispassionate  reflection ;  confidently  hoping  that 
some  conclusion  may  be  reached  by  your  delibera- 
tions, which,  on  the  one  hand,  shall  give  safety  and 
stability  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government, 
and  be  consistent  on  the  other,  with  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  and  with  the  interests  and  wishes  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  constituents. 

It  was  tay  hope  that  nothing  would  occur  to  make 
necessary,  on  this  occasion,  any  allusion  to  the  late 
National  Bank.  There  are  circumstances,  however, 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  its  affairs,  that 
bear  so  directly  on  the  character  of  the  Government 
and  the  welfare  of  the  citizen,  that  I  should  not  feel 
myself  excused  in  neglecting  to  notice  them.  The 
charter  which  terminated  its  banking  privileges,  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  1836,  continued  its  corporate 
powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  clos- 
ing its  affairs,  with  authority  "  to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of  suits 
for  a  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  affairs 
and  acts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  dis- 
position of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but 
for  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  manner  whatso- 
ever." Just  before  the  banking  privileges  ceased,  its 
cifects  were  transferred  by  the  bank  to  a  new  State 
institution  then  recently  incorporated,  in  trust,  for  the 
discharge  of  its  debts,  and  the  settlement  of  its  affairs. 
With  this  trustee,  by  authority  of  Congress,  an  ad- 
justment was  subsequently  made  of  the  large  interest 
which  the  Government  had  in  the  stock  of  the  in- 
stitution. The  manner  in  which  a  trust  unexpect- 
edly created  upon  the  act  granting  the  charter, 
and  involving  such  great  public  interests,  has  been 
executed,  would,  under  any  circumstances,  be  a  fit 
subject  of  inquiry ;  but  much  more  does  it  deserve 
your  attention,  when  it  embraces  the  redemption  of 
obligations  to  which  the  authority  and  credit  of  the 
United  States  have  given  value.  The  two  years  al- 
lowed are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  well  understood 
that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed  and  cancelled  the 
outstanding  notes  of  the  bank,  but  has  reissued,  and 
is  actually  reissuing,  since  the  third  of  March,  1836, 
the  notes  which  have  been  received  by  it  to  a  vast 
amount.  According  to  its  own  official  statement,  so 
late  as  the  first  of  October  last,  nineteen  months  after 
the  banking  privileges  given  by  the  charter  had  expir- 
ed, it  had  under  its  control  uncancelled  notes  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
seven  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  of  which  six  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  were  in  actual  circulation, 
one  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  at  State  bank  agen- 
cies, and  three  millions  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nmety  dollars  in  transitu  ;  thus  showing  that  upwards 


of  ten  millions  and  a  half  of  the  notes  of  the  old  bank 
were  then  still  kept  outstanding.  The  impropriety  of 
this  procedure  is  obvious :  it  being  the  duty  of  the 
trustee  to  canceland  not  to  put  forth  the  notes  of  an 
institution,  whose  concerns  it  had  undertaken  to 
wind  up.  If  the  trustee  has  a  right  to  reissue  these 
notes  now,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  con- 
tinue to  do  so  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  years. 
As  no  one  could  have  anticipated,  a  course  so  extra- 
ordinary, the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  charter  above 
quoted  was  not  accompanied  by  any  penalty  or  other 
special  provision  for  enforcing  it ;  nor  have  we  any 
general  law  for  the  prevention  of  similar  acts  in 
future. 

But  it  is  not  in  this  view  of  the  subject  alone  that 
your  interposition  is  required.  The  United  States,  in 
settling  with  the  trustee  for  their  stock,  have  with- 
drawn their  funds  from  their  former  direct  liability  to 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet  notes  of  the  insti- 
tution continue  to  be  sent  forth  in  its  name,  and  ap- 
parently upon  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  transactions  connected  with  the  employment  of 
the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  of  vast  extent ;  and 
should  they  result  unfortunately,  the  interest  of  in- 
dividuals may  be  deeply  compromised.  Without 
undertaking  to  decide  how  far,  or  in  what  form,  if 
any,  the  trustee  could  be  made  liable  for  notes  which 
contain  no  obligation  on  its  part ;  or  the  old  bank, 
for  such  as  are  put  in  circulation  after  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  and  without  its  authority ;  or  the  Gov- 
ernment for  indemnity,  in  case  of  loss,  the  question 
still  presses  itself  upon  your  consideration,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  duty  and  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  to  witness  this  proceeding  with- 
out a  single  effort  to  arrest  it. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  show  how  the  affairs 
of  that  ofSee  have  been  conducted  for  the  past  year. 
The  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trusts  confided  to  Congress.  The  practi- 
cability of  retaining  the  title  and  control  of  such  ex- 
tensive domains  in  the  General  Government,  and  at 
the  same  time  admitting  the  Territories  embracing 
them  into  the  Federal  TJnion  as  co-equals  with  the 
original  States,  was  seriously  doubted  by  many  of 
our  wisest  statesmen.  All  feared  that  they  would 
become  a  source  of  discord,  and  many  carried  their 
apprehensions  so  far  as  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
future  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy.  But  happily 
our  experience  has  already  been  suSicient  to  quiet,  in 
a  great  degree,  all  such  apprehensions.  The  posi- 
tion, at  one  time  assumed — that  the  admission  of 
new  States  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  incompatible  with  a  right  of 
soil  in  the  United  States,  and  operated  as  a  surrender 
thereof,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  which  their  admission  was  designed  to  be  regu- 
lated— has  been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  the 
new  or  the  old  States,  all  now  agree  that  the  right 
of  soil  to  the  public  lands  remains  in  the  Federal 
Government,  and  that  these  lands  constitute  a  com- 
mon property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  States,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence 
in  this  just  principle  by  the  people  of  the  new  States 
has  naturally  promoted  a  disposition  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  policy  in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
A  policy  which  should  be  limited  to  the  mere  object 
of  selling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  possible  sum  of 
money,  without  regard  to  higher  considerations,  finds 
but  few  advocates.     On  the  contrary,  it  is  generally 
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conceded,  that  whilst  the  mode  of  disposition  adopted 
by  the  Government,  should  always  be  a  prudent  one, 
yet  its  leading  object  ought  to  be  the  early  settle- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  lands  Sold  ;  and  that  it 
should  discountenance,  if  it  cannot  prevent,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  the  same  hands,  which 
must  necessarily  retard  the  growth  of  the  New  States, 
or  entail  upon  them  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  its 
attendant  evils. 

A  question  embracing  such  important  interests, 
and  so  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  has  very  nat- 
urally given  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  existing  system.  The  distinctive  fea- 
tures of  the  policy  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  are,  to 
dispose  of  the  public  lands  at  moderate'  prices,  thus 
enabling  a  greater  number  to  enter  into  competition 
for  their  purchase,  and  accomplishing  a  double  object 
of  promoting  their  rapid  settlement  by  the  pur- 
chasers, and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury ;  to  sell  for  cash,  thereby  preventing 
the  disturbing  influence  of  a  large  mass  of  priva.te 
citizens  indebted  to  the  Government,  which  they 
have  a  voice  in  controlling ;  to  bring  them  into 
market  no  faster  than  good  lauds  are  supposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improvements,  thereby  preventing  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  few  hands ;  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Government ;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  by 
taxation,  and  giving  each  State  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derved  from  this  common  fund  in  a 
manner  the  most  quiet,  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps, the  most  equitable,  that  can  be  devised.  These 
provisions,  with  occasional  enactments  in  behalf  of 
special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
Government,  have,  in  their  execution,  produced  results 
as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  in  a  matter  so  vast,  so  complicated,  and  so 
exciting.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  acres  have 
been  sold,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  believed  to 
have  been  purchased  for  actual  settlement.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  new  States  and  Territories  created 
out  of  the  public  domain,  increased  between  1800 
and  1830  from  less  than  sixty  thousand  to  upwards 
'  of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  consti- 
tuting, at  the  latter  period,  about  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  increase 
since  cannot  be  accurately  known,  but  the  whole 
may  now  be  safely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls  ;  composing  nine  States,  the  repre- 
■sentatives  of  which  constitute  above  one-third  of  the 
Senate  and  over  one-sixth  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  fonned  a  body  of  free  and  independ- 
ent landholders,  with  a  rapidity  unequalled  in  the 
history  of  mankind ;  and  this  great  result  has  been 
produced  without  leaving  any  thing  for  future  adjust- 
ment between  the  Government  and  its  citizens.  The 
system  under  which  so  much  has  been  accomplished 
cannot  be  intrinsically  bad,  and  with  occasional  mod- 
ifications, to  correct  abuses  and  adapt  it  to  changes 
of  circumstances,  may,  I  think,  bo  safely  trusted  for 
the  future.  There  is,  in  the  management  of  such 
extensive  interests,  much  virtue  in  stability,  and  al- 
though great  and  obvious  improvements  should  not 
be  declined,  changes  should  never  be  made  without 
the  fullest  examination,  and  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion of  their  practical  utility.  In  the  history  of  the 
past,  we  have  an  asssurance  that  this  safe  rule  of 
action  will  not  be  departed  from  in  relation  to  the 


public  lands ;  nor  is  it  believed  that  any  necessity 
exists  for  interfering  with  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  system,  or  that  the  public  mind,  even  in  the 
new  States,  is  desirous  of  any  radical  alterations. 
On  the  contrary,  the  general  disposition  appears  to 
be,  to  make  such  modifications  and  additions  only  as 
will  the  more  effectually  carry  out  the  original  policy 
of  filling  our  new  States  and  Territories  with  an  in- 
dustrious and  independent  population. 

The  modification  most  perseveringly  pressed  upon 
Congress,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of  its  time  for 
years  past,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  if  not  sooner  satisfactorily  adjusted,  is  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost  of  such  portions  of  the  public  lands 
as  are  ascertained  to  be  unsalable  at  the  rate  now 
established  by  law,  and  a  graduation,  according,  to 
their  relative  value,  of  the  prices  at  which  they  may 
hereafter  be  sold.  It  is  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  justice  may  not  be  done  to  every  interest  in 
this  matter,  and  a  vexed  question  set  at  rest,  perhaps 
forever,  by  are  asonable  compromise  of  conflicting 
opinions.  Hitherto,  after  being  offered  at  public 
sale,  lands  have  been  disposed  of  at  one  uniform 
price,  whatever  difference  there  might  be  in  their 
intrinsic  value.  The  leading  considerations  urged  in 
favor  of  the  measure  referred  to  are,  that  in  almost 
all  the  land  districts,  and  particularly  in  those  in 
which  the  lands  have  been  long  surveyed  and  ex- 
posed to  sale,  there  are  still  remaining  numerous  and 
large  tracts  of  every  gradation  of  value,  from  the 
Government  price  downwards ;  that  these  lands  will 
not  be  purchased  at  the  Government  price,  so  long  as 
better  can  be  conveniently  obtained  for  the  same 
amount ;  that  there  are  large  tracts  which  even  the 
improvements  of  the  adjacent  lands  will  never  raise 
to  that  price ;  and  that  the  present  uniform  price, 
combined  with  their  irregular  value,  operates  to 
prevent  a  desirable  compactness  of  settlement  in  the 
new  States,  to  retard  the  full  development  of  that 
wise  policy  on  which  our  land  system  is  founded,  to 
the  injury  not  only  of  the  several  States  where  the 
lands  lie,  but  of  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a  reduction  of 
prices  according  to  the  length  of  time  the  lands  have 
been  in  market,  without  reference  to  any  other  cir- 
cumstances. The  certainty  that  the  efiBux  of  time 
would  not  always  in  such  cases,  and  perhaps  not  even 
generally,  furnish  a  true  criterion  of  value  ;  and  the 
probability  that  persons  residing  in  the  vicinity,  as 
the  period  for  the  reduction  of  prices  approached, 
would  postpone  purchases  they  would  otherwise 
make,  for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
lower  price,  with  other  considerations  of  a  similar 
character,  have  hitherto  been  successfully  urged  to 
defeat  the  graduation  upon  time. 

May  not  all  reasonable  desires  upon  this  subject  be 
satisfied  without  encountering  any  of  these  objec- 
tions ?  All  will  concede  the  abstract  principle,  that 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be  proportioned 
to  their  relative  value,  so  far  as  that  can  be  accom- 
plished without  depai'ting  from  the  rule  heretofore 
observed,  requiring  fixed  prices  in  cases  of  private 
entries.  The  difticulty  of  the  subject  seems  to  lie  in 
the  mode  of  ascertaining  what  that  value  is.  Would 
not  the  safest  plan  be  that  which  has  been  adopted 
by  many  of  the  States  as  the  basis  of  taxation — an 
actual  valuation  of  lands,  and  classification  of  them 
into  different  rates  ?  Would  it  not  be  practicable 
and  expedient  to  cause  the  relative  value  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  old  districts,  which  have  been  for  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time  in  market,  to  be  appraised,  and 
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classed  into  two  or  more  rates  below  the  present 
minimum  price,  by  the  officers  now  employed  in  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  or  in  any  other  mode 
deemed  preferable,  and  to  make  those  prices  perma- 
nent, if  upon  the  coming  in  of  the  report  they  shall 
prove  satisfactory  to  Congress  ?  Cannot  all  the  ob- 
jects of  graduation  be  accomplished  in  this  way,  and 
the  objections  which  have  hitherto  been  urged  against 
it  cease  ?  It  would  seem  to  me  that  such  a  step  as 
the  restriction  of  the  sales  to  limited  quantities,  and 
for  actual  improvement,  would  be  free  from  all  just 
exception. 

By  the  full  exposition  of  the  value  of  the  lands 
thus  furnished  and  extensively  promulgated,  persons 
living  at  a  distance  would  be  informed  of  their  true 
condition,  and  enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with 
those  residing  in  the  vicinity ;  the  means  of  acquir- 
ing an  independent  home  would  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  many  who  are  unable  to  purchase  at 
present  prices;  the  population  of ■  the  new  States 
would  be  made  more  compact,  and  large  tracts  would 
be  sold  which  would  otherwise  remain  on  hand  ;  not 
only  would  the  land  be  brought  within  the  means  of 
a  larger  number  of  purchasers,  but  many  persons  pos- 
sessed of  greater  means  would  be  content  to  settle  on 
II  larger  quantity  of  the  poorer  lands,  rather  than 
emigrate  further  west  in  pursuit  of  a  smaller  quantity 
of  better  lands.  Such  a  measure  would  also  seem  to 
be  more  consistent  with  the  policy  of  the  existing 
laws — that  of  converting  the  public  domain  into  cul- 
tivated farms  owned  by  their  occupants.  That  policy 
is  not  best  promoted  by  sending  emigation  up  the 
almost  interminable  streams  of  the  West,  to  occupy 
in  groups  the  best  spots  of  land,  leaving  immense 
wastes  behind  them,  and  enlarging  the  frontier  be- 
yond the  means  of  their  Government  to  afford  it  ade- 
quate protection ;  but  in  encouraging  it  to  occupy, 
with  reasonable  denseness,  the  territory  over  which 
it  advances,  and  find  its  best  defence  in  the  compact 
front  which  it  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many 
of  you  will  bring  to  the  considcraton  of  the  subject 
the  advantages  of  local  knowledge  and  greater  expe- 
rience, and  all  will  be  desirous  of  making  an  early 
and  final  disposition  of  every  disturbing  question  in 
regard  to  this  important  interest.  If  these  sugges- 
tions shall  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  so  important  a  result,  it  will  aiford  me 
sincere  satisfaction. 

In  some  sections  of  the  country,  most  of  the  public 
lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  registers  and  receivers 
have  very  little  to  do.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
inquiry  whether,  in  many  cases,  two  or  more  districts 
may  not  be  consolidated,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  this  business  considerably  reduced.  In- 
deed, the  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  the  true 
policy  of  the  General  Government,  as  to  some  of  the 
States,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent, all  the  refuse  and  unsold  lands,  and  to  withdraw 
the  machinery  of  the  federal  land  offices  altogether. 
All  who  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  our  federal 
system,  and  believe  that  one  of  its  greatest  excellen- 
ces consists  in  interfering  as  little  as  possible  with 
the  internal  concerns  of  the  States,  look  forward  with 
great  interest  to  this  result. 

A  modification  of  the  existing  laws  in  respect  to 
the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  might  also  have  a 
favorable  influence  on  the  legislation  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  another  branch  of  the  subject.  Many  who 
have  not  the  ability  to  buy  at  present  prices,  settle  on 
those  lands,  with  the  hope  of  acquiring  from  their 
cultivation  the  means  of  purchasing  under  pre-emp- 


tion laws,  from  time  to  time  passed  by  Congress. 
For  this  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  they  excuse  themselves  under  the  plea  of 
their  own  necessities  ;  the  fact  that  they  dispossess 
nobody,  and  only  enter  upon  the  waste  domain ; 
that  they  give  additional  value  to  the  public  lands  in 
their  vicinity,  and  their  intention  ultimately  to  pay 
the  Government  price.  So  much  weight  has  from 
time  to  time  been  attached  to  these  considerations, 
that  Congress  have  passed  laws  giving  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  tho 
tracts  occupied  by  them  at  the  minimum  price. 
These  laws  have  in  all  instances  been  retrospective 
in  their  operation ;  but  in  a  few  years  after  their 
passage,  crowds  of  new  settlers  have  been  found  on 
the  public  lands,  for  similar  reasons,  and  under  like 
expectations,  who  have  been  indulged  with  the  same 
privileges.  This  course  of  legislation  tends  to  im- 
pair public  respect  for  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Either  the  laws  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  public 
lands  should  be  executed,  or,  if  that  should  be  im- 
practicable or  inexpedient,  they  should  be  modified 
or  repealed.  If  the  public  lands  are  to  be  considered 
as  open  to  be  occupied  by  any,  they  should,  by  law, 
be  thrown  open  to  all.  That  which  is  intended, 
in  all  instances,  to  be  legalized,  should  at  once  be 
made  legal,  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  conform 
to  the  laws  may  enjoy  at  least  equal  privileges  with 
those  who  are  not.  But  it  is  not  believed  to  be  the 
disposition  of  Congress  to  open  the  public  lands  to 
occupancy  without  regular  entries  and  payment  of  the 
Government  price,  as  such  a  course  must  tend  to 
worse  evils  than  the  credit  system,  which  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to 
remove,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  causes  wl)ich  pro- 
duce intrusions  upon  the  public  lands,  and  then  take 
eflicient  steps  to  prevent  them  in  future.  Would 
any  single  measure  be  so  effective  in  removing  all 
plausible  grounds  for  those  intrusions  as  the  gradua- 
tion of  price  already  suggested  ?  A  short  period  of 
industry  and  'economy  in  any  part  of  our  country 
would  enable  the  poorest  citizen  to  accumulate  the 
means  to  buy  him  a  home  at  the  lower  prices,  and 
leave  him  without  apology  for  settling  on  lands  not 
his  own.  If  he  did  not,  under  such  circumstances, 
he  would  enlist  no  sympathy  in  his  favor ;  and  the 
laws  would  be  readily  executed  without  doiijg  vio- 
lence to  public  opinion. 

A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated  them- 
selves on  the  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
the  passage  of  the  last  pre-emption  law,  and  now  ask 
the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them  to  retain 
the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the  minimum 
Government  price.  They  ask  that  which  has  been 
repeatedly  granted  before.  If  the  future  inay  be 
judged  of  by  the  past,  little  harm  can  be  done  to  the 
interests  of  the  Treasury  by  yielding  to  their  request. 
Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  sales  since  the  introduction 
of  cash  pajTnents  in  1820,  have  produced,  on  an 
average,  the  net  revenue  of  only  six  cents  an  acre 
more  than  the  minimum  Government  price.  There 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  future  sales  will  be  more 
productive.  The  Government,  therefore,  has  no  ade- 
quate pecuniary  interest  to  induce  it  to  drive  these 
people  from  the  lands  they  occupy,  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  them  to  others. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  pre-ensption  law  for  their  benefit,  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparatory  steps  toward  the  grad- 
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uation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  further 
and  more  effectual  provisions  to  prevent  intrusions 
hereafter.  Indulgence  to  those  who  have  settled  on 
these  lands  with  expectations  that  past  legislation 
would  be  made  a  rule  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  most  plausible  ground  on  which 
intrusions  were  excused,  and  adopting  more  efficient 
means  to  prevent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  me  the 
most  judicious  disposition  which  can  be  made  of  this 
difficult  subject.  The  limitations  and  restrictions  to 
guard  against  abuses  in  the  execution  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion law,  will  necessarily  attract  the  careful  attention 
of  Congress ;  but  under  no  circumstances  is  it  con- 
sidered expedient  to  authorize  floating  claims  in  any 
shape.  They  have  been  heretofore,  and  doubtless 
would  be  hereafter,  most  prolific  sources  of  fraud  and 
oppression,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  the 
favor  of  the  Government  on  industrious  settlers, 
are  often  used  only  to  minister  to  a  spirit  of  cupid- 
ity at  the  expense  of  the  most  meritorious  of  that 
class. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  bring  to  your  view  the  state  of  the  Army,  and 
all  the  various  subjects  confided  to  the  superintend- 
ence of  that  officer. 

The  principal  part  of  the  Army  has  been  concen- 
trated in  Florida,  with  a.  view,  and  in  the  expecta- 
tion, of  bringing  the  war  in  that  Territory  to  a 
speedy  close.  The  necessity  of  stripping  the  posts 
on  the  maritime  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire 
garrisons,  for  the  purpose  of  assembling  in  the  field 
an  army  of  less  than  four  thousand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  regular 
forces ;  and  the  superior  efficiency,  as  well  as  greatly 
diminished  expense  of  that  description  of  troops, 
recommend  this  measu're  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  expediency.  I  refer  to  the  report  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
urge  the  reorganization  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  the  Army,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  which  I 
fully  concur. 

It  is  not,  however,  compatible  with  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  a  regular 
force  adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  extensive  fron- 
tiers. In  periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  rely 
principally  upon  a  well-organized  militia ;  and  some 
general  arrangement  that  will  render  this  description 
of  force  more  efficient,  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
anxious  solicitude.  It  was  recommended  to  the  first 
Congress  by  General  Washington,  and  has  been  since 
frequently  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recently  its 
importance  strongly  urged  by  my  immediate  prede- 
cessor. The  provision  of  the  constitution  that  renders 
it  necessary  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  organiza- 
■  tion  for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  States,  pre-  , 
sents  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  an  efficient  ar- 
rangement by  the  classification  heretofore  proposed, 
and  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  plan  which  will  be 
submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  volunteer  corps,  and  the  instruction  of  militia 
officers,  as  more  simple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageous,  as  a  general  arrangement  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

A  moderate  increase  of  the  corps,  both  of  military 
and  topographical  engineers,  has  been  more  than 
onco  recommended  by  my  predecessor ;  and  my  con- 
viction of  the  propriety,  not  to  say  necessity,  of  the 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duces me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

The  Military  Academy  continues  to  answer  all  the 


purposes  of  its  establishment,  and  not  only  furnishes 
well-educated  officers  to  the  Army,  but  serves  to 
diffuse  throughout  the  mass  of  our  citizens  individ- 
uals possessed  of  mihtary  knowledge,  and  the  scienti- 
fic attainments  of  civil  and  military  engineering.  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent  of  his 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  five  years 
from  the  period  of  his  enlistment,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged ;  thus  exacting  only  one  year's  service  in  the 
Army  after  his  education  is  completed.  This  does 
not  appear  to  me  sufficient.  Government  ought  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  the  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  the  pubhc  expense ;  and  I  re- 
commend that  the  time  of  enlistment  be  extended  to 
seven  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  engagement  strictly 
enforced. 

The  creation  of  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  to 
be  common  to  the  service  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  recom- 
mended, and  appears  to  be  required  in  order  to  place 
our  ordnance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  enable  that  branch  of  the  service  to 
control  the  prices  of  those  articles,  and  graduate  the 
supplies  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
to  regulate  their  quality  and  ensure  their  uniformity. 
The  same  reasons  induce  me  to  recommend  the  erec- 
tion of  a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ordnance  office.  The  establishment 
of  a  manufactory  of  small  arms  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  will  contribute  to  extend  throughout  that 
country  the  improvements  which  exist  in  establish- 
ments of  a  similar  description  in  the  Atlantic  States, 
and  tend  to  a  much  more  economical  distribution  of 
the  armament  required  in  the  western  portion  of  our 
Union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  commenced  by  Mr.  Jefferon,  in  1804, 
has  been  steadily  persevered  in  by  every  succeeding 
President,  and  may  be  considered  the  settled  policy 
of  the  country.  Unconnected  at  first  with  any  well- 
defined  system  for  their  improvement,  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  the 
greater  abundance  of  game  to  be  found  in  the  West ; 
but  when  the  beneficial  effects  of  their  removal  were 
made  apparent,  a  more  philanthropic  and  enlightened 
policy  was  adopted,  in  puchasing  their  lands  east  of 
the  Mississippi.  Liberal.prices  were  given,  and  pro- 
visions inserted  in  all  the  treaties  with  tlicm,  for  the 
appUcation  of  the  funds  they  received  in  exchange, 
to  such  purposes  as  were  best  calculated  to  promote 
their  present  welfare,  and  advance  their  future  civil- 
ization. These  measures  have  been  attended  thus 
far  with  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indiaii  Affairs,  that  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  friends  and  promoters 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Choctaws, 
Cherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultivators  of 
the  soil.  The  improvement  in  their  condition  has 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  now 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  simple  form  of 
government,  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  their  sanction ;  and  I  cannot  too 
strongly  urge  this  subject  upon  the .  attention  of 
Congress. 

Stipulations  have  been  made  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cept with  the  band  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  Six  Na- 
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tions  in  New  York,  the  Menomonees,  Mandans  and 
Stockbridges  in  Wisconsin,  and  Miamies  in  In- 
diana. With  all  but  the  Menomonees,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  arrangements  for  their  emigration  will 
be  completed  the  present  year.  The  resistance 
which  has  been  opposed  to  their  removal  by  some 
of  the  tribes,  even  after  treaties  had  been  made 
with  them  to  that  effect,  has  arisen  from  various 
causes,  operating  differently  on  each  of  them.  In 
most  instances  they  have  been  instigated  to  resist- 
ance by  persons  to  whom  the  trade  with  them  and 
the  acquisition  of  their  annuities  were  important ; 
and  in  some  by  the  personal  influence  of  interested 
chiefs.  These  obstacles  must  be  overcome  ;  for  the 
Government  cannot  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
policy  without  eacriiicing  important  interests,  and 
abandoning  the  tribes  remaining  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  certain  destruction. 

The  decrease  in  numbers  of  the  tribes  within  the 
limits  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  most 
rapid.  If  they  be  removed,  they  can  be  protected 
from  those  associations  and  evil  practices  which 
exert  so  pernicious  and  destructive  an  influence 
over  their  destinies.  They  can  be  induced  to 
labor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  acquisition 
will  inspire  them  with  a  feeling  of  independence. 
Their  minds  can  be  cultivated,  and  they  can  be 
taught  the  value  of  salutary  and  uniform  laws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  blessings  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advantages.  In 
the  possession  of  property,  knowledge,  and  a  good 
government,  free  to  give  what  direction  they  please 
to  their  labor,  and  sharers  in  the  legislation  by 
which  their  persons  and  the  profits  of  their  indus- 
try are  to  be  protected  and  secured,  they  will  have 
an  ever-present  conviction  of  the  importance  of 
union,  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  of  the 
preservation  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
interests  of  the  United  States  would  also  be 
greatly  promoted  by  freeing  the  relations  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments  from  what  has 
proved  u  most  embarrassing  incumbrance,  by  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  conflicting  titles  to  lands, 
caused  by  the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  and  by 
causing  the  resources  of  the  whole  country  to  be 
developed  by  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Governments,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  of  a 
white  population. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  subject  is  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  fulfil  its  treaty 
stipulations,  and  to  protect  the  Indians  thus  as- 
sembled "  at  their  new  residences  from  all  inter- 
ruptions and  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,"  and  _the  equally  solemn  obli- 
gation to  guard  from  Indian  hostility  its  own 
border  settlements,  stretching  along  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thousand  miles.  To  enable  the 
Government  to  redeem  this  pledge  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  citi- 
zens, will  require  the  continual  presence  of  a  con- 
siderable regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  country  are  now  making,  with  a 
view  to  decide  on  the  most  suitable  points  for  the 
erection  of  fortresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  you  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  an  early  day,  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  effectual  protection  of  friendly 
Indians,  and  the  permanent  defence  of  the  frontier 
States. 


By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  communicated,  it  appears  that  unremitted 
exertions  have  been  made  at  the  different  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  effect  all  authorized  measures 
for  the  extension  and  employment  of  our  naval 
force.  The  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  and  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  ships  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Co- 
lumbus, may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  this  important  arm  of  our  national 
defence.  Our  commerce  and  navigation  have  re- 
ceived increased  aid  and  protection  during  the 
present  year.  Our  squadrons  in  the  Pacific  and  on 
the  Brazilian  station  have  been  much  increased, 
and  that  in  the  Mediterranean,  although  small,  is 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  our  commerce  in 
that  sea.  Additions  have  been  made  to  our  squad- 
ron on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  large 
force  under  Commodore  Dallas  has  been  most 
actively  and  efficiently  employed  in  protecting  our 
commerce,  in  preventing  tfie  importation  of  slaves, 
and  in  co-operating  with  officers  of  the  army  in 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Florida. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad  leaves  at  our  disposal  the  means  of  conven- 
iently providing  for  a  home  squadron,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce  upon  our  extensive  coast. 
The  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  in  the  general  estimates  for 
the  nival  services  for  the  year  1838. 

The  naval  officers  engaged  upon  our  coast  survey 
have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navigation. 
The  discovery  of  a  new  channel  into  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  through  which  our  largest  ships  may 
pass  without  danger,  must  afford  important  com- 
mercial advantages  to  that  harbor,  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  accurate  sur- 
vey of  George's  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Massachu- 
setts, lately  completed,  will  render  comparatively 
safe  a  navigation  hitherto  considered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sur- 
geons, and  assistant  surgeons,  in  the  Navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commission,  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  our  growing  commerce. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  va- 
rious suggestions  of  the  Secretary,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
The  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department  con- 
stitute one  of  the  most  active  elements  of  our  na- 
tional prosperity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  observe 
with  what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mail 
routes  of  the  IJnited  States  cover  an  extent  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  miles,  having  been  increased 
about  thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  three 
miles  within  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  mail 
transportation  on  these  routes  is  about  thirty-six 
millions  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles,  having  been  in- 
creased about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  miles 
within  the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  and 
ninety-nine,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  mails 
less  than  once  a  week,  and  a  large  portion  of  them 
daily.     Contractors  and  postmasters  in  general  are 
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represented  as  attending  to  their  duties  with  most 
commendable  zeal  and  fidelity. 

The  revenue  of  the'  Department,  within  the  year 
endin"  on  the  thirtieth  June  last,  was  four  millions 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  and  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  and  its  liabilities 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  millions 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  The 
increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  was  seven  hundred  and  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

For  many  interesting  details  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  "with  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Your  particular  attention  is  in- 
vited to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  building  for  the  accommodation  of  that 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
heads  of  Departments,  for  such  suggestions  as 
their  experience  might  enable  them  to  make  as  to 
what  further  legislative  provisions  may  be  advan- 
tageously adopted  to  secure  the  faithful  application 
of  public  moneys  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are 
appropriated ;  to  prevent  their  misapplication  or 
embezzlement  by  those  intrusted  with  the  expen- 
diture of  them  ;  and  generally  to  increase  the  se- 
curity of  the  Government  against  losses  in  their 
disbursement.  It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  the  im- 
portance of  providing  such  new  safeguards  as  are 
within  the  power  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions submitted  in  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  law,  the  terms  ,of  service  of  our  most  im- 
portant collecting  and  disbursing  officers  in  the 
civil  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  their  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  safety  of  the  public  is  much  increased  by 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  application  to  all  oflicers  entrusted  with  the 
collection  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
whatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would 
be  equally  beneficial.  I  therefore  recommend,  in 
addition  to  such  of  the  suggestions  presented  by 
the  heads  of  Departments  as  you  may  think  useful, 
a  general  provision,  that  all  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Navy,  or  in  the  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  either  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,  be  required  to  give  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  at  the  expiration 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  in  the  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
year,  from  the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  April, 
has  been  frequently  recommended,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distressing  casualties  in  steamboats,  which 
have  so  frequently  happened  during  the  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  by  means  of  severe  provisions  connected 
with  their  custom-house  papers.  This  subject  was 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  annual  report, 
and  will  be  again  at  the  present  session,  with  addi- 
tional details.  It  will  doubtless  receive  that  early 
and  careful  consideration  Which  its  pressing  im- 
portance appears  to  require. 

Your  attention  lias  heretofore  been  frequently 
called  to  the  affairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 


and  I  should  not  again  ask  it,  did  not  their  entire 
dependence  on  Congress  give  them  a  constant 
claim  upon  its  notice.  Separated  by  the  consti- 
tution from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  limited  in  extent, 
and  aided  by  no  Legislature  of  its  own,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uniform  system 
of  local  government  might  have  been  easily  adopt- 
ed. This  District,  however,  unfortunately,  has 
been  left  to  linger  behind  the  rest  of  the  Union ; 
its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  only  very  de- 
fective, but  full  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
visions ;  being  formed  of  portions  of  two  States, 
discrepancies  in  the  laws  prevail  in  different  parts 
of  the  territory,  small  as  it  is  ;  and  although  it  was 
selected  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Government, 
the  site  of  its  public  edifices,  the  depository  of  its 
archives,  and  the  residence  of  officers  intrusted 
with  large  amounts  of  public  property,  and  the 
management  of  pubhc  business,  yet  it  has  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  received,  that  special  and 
comprehensive  legislation  which  these  circum- 
stances peculiarly  demand.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
various  subjects  of  greater  magnitude  and  imme- 
diate interest  that  press  themselves  on  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress ;  but  I  believe  there  is  not 
one  that  appeals  more  directly  to  its  justice  than 
a  liberal,  and  even  generous,  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  n  thorough 
and  careful  revision  of  its  local  government. 

M.  YAN  BUREN. 
"Washington,  Dec.  5th,  1837. 

Five  thousand  copies  of  the  Message,  and  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  accompanying  (iocu- 
ments,  -were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Death  of  Senator  Kent. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said,  that 
in  the  absence  of  tlie  only  surviving  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (whose  duty  it  would  have  been 
to  have  announced  the  demise  of  his  colleague,) 
the  melancholy  task  would  devolve  upon  him, 
of  detailing  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  hut 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  the  lamented  death 
of  Governor  Kest,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  yeai's.  Mr.  0.  feelingly 
and  eloquently  alluded  to  the  long  friendship 
that  had  subsisted  between  himself,  and  the 
distinguished  deceased,  and  spoke  of  his  services 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legislature,  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive chair,  &c.,  all  which  stations  he  had  fill- 
ed with  consummate  ability,  and  with  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  No  one,  Mr.  0. 
maintained,  had  ever  brought  into  the  public 
councils  more  integrity  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  strong  discriminating  sense.  It  was 
true  he  seldom  spoke  in  debate,  but  when  he 
did  it  was  always  to  the  purpose,  without  being 
ambitious  of  the  ornament  of  language. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  0.  entered  public 
life  with  the  deceased  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, since  which  brief  space  of  time  how 
many  things  had  occurred,  how  many  questions 
arisen,  that  were  supposed  would  shake  the 
Confederacy  to  its  very  centre  ?  Still  he  was 
gratified  to  find  that  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
triumphantly,  and  the  country  was  marching 
onward  to  its  high  destiny,  unchecked  in  its 
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careei'.  Mr.  0.  adverted  to  the  private  worth 
of  his  deceased  friend :  his  mansion  was  the 
seat  of  generous  hospitality,  and  his  heart  ever 
replete  with  kindness ;  his  loss  was  not  only  to 
Maryland,  to  the  Senate,  hut  to  the  country  at 
large,  and  to  none  more  than  the  people  of  this 
District,  whose  firm  and  zealous  friend  he  had 
ever  heen,  all  of  whom  would  recollect  the 
thrilling  appeal  made  in  their  hehalf,  not  sixty 
days  ago.  His  place  would  soon  again  he  filled 
— ably  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  successor 
could  bring  a  purer  heart  or  sounder  head.  It 
now  only  remained  for  them  to  discharge  the 
last  melancholy  duties  due  to  departed  worth ; 
for  which  purpose,  he  would  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  in  token  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hon.  J.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  the  Senators 
wear  crape  on  the  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Which  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  5. 

The  annual  Message  of  the  President  was  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  his  private  secretary, 
Abraham  Van  Bttebit,  Esq. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thousand  copies  thereof, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thousand  copies  without  the  documents^  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
House ;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  December  11. 
Messrs.  Bayabd,  Euggles,  and  Spenob,  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  moved  that  the  Ohaib  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  direct  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  Library  of 
Congress ;  and  Messrs.  Eobbins,  Allen,  and 
Wall,  were  appointed. 


Ttiesday,  December  12. 
Mr.  CuTHBEET,  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  12. 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 
Mr.  Adams  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it, 
and  the  petitions  presented  by  himself  and  col- 
leagues at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
subject,  embracing  upwards  of  50,000  signers, 
be  referrred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  with  instructions  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Potts  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion ;  which  were-  ordered,  and  were : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Atherton, 
Aycrigg,  Beirne,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  GrifSn,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Himter,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kling- 
ensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mal- 
lory,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  McKim,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Stratton,  Taliaierro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Weeks,  A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  L.  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Worthington,  and  Yell— 135. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Gushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Everett, 
B.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clellan, McKennan,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  Samuel  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sibley, 
Slade,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Thos.  T.  Whittlesey,  and  Yorke— 70. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  several  other  petitions 
from  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  made  the  same  motions  of 
reference,  which  were  severally .  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Mr.  Lawlbe  raised  the  preliminary  question 
of  reception,  which  was  decided  by — yeas  144, 
nays  60. 

So  the  petition  was  received. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Eives  was  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Chair  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevailing. 

The  Ohaie  replied  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  disposition  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Eives  said  then  he  should  vote  for  the 
reception,  in  order  to  give  this  petition  the 
same  disposition  as  had  been  given  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  explained,  that  the  reason  he  had 
not  originally  raised  the  question  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  was,  that  the  ques- 
tion just  decided  had  already  been  decided  so 
often  by  the  House,  by  Southern  as  well  as  by 
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Northern  members  voting  to  receive  abolition 
petitions.  It  was  for  that  reason  be  had  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  of  reference  on  the  table, 
for  he  was  determined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  could  be  met.  Mr.  W. 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  in- 
clude all  his  petitions  in  one  motion. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  could  not  assent  to  it. 
He  then  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  'WiSB  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas  127, 
nays  73. 


IN  SENATE. 

"Wedhesdat,  December  18. 

Messrs.  Black  and  Southaed  took  their  seats. 

The  Hon.  Wilson  Lumpkin,  Senator  elect 
from  Georgia,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Seviek,  Sen- 
ator elect  from  Arkansas,  were  qualified  and 
took  their  seats. 


Thxtesday,  December  14. 
The  Expunging  Beaolution. 

Mr.  Bataed  said  that  at  the  last  regular 
session  of  Congress  he  had  presented  the  reso- 
lution of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  against  the  defacement  of 
the  journal  by  what  has  been  commonly  called 
the  Expunging  Sesolution,  and  at  that  time 
gave  notice  that  he  should  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion, and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  contend  against  that  measure.  When  he 
gave  that  notice,  appearances  were  much 
against  the  probability  of  success,  but  the  dawn 
of  a  brighter  and  better  day  had  broken  upon 
us,  which  led  him  to  hope  the  accomplishment 
of  his  purpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  he  (Mr.  Bat- 
aed) announced  his  intention  of  introducing  a 
rescinding  resolution  at  the  last  session,  ex- 
pressed his  hope  that  he  might  live  to  see  its 
adoption ;  meaning,  no  doubt,  to  bestow  upon 
him  a  lengthened  term  of  existence,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  spirit  of  complaisance 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  you  may  live  a 
thousand  years.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  his  life  cut  short  as 
spegdily  as  it  was  now  probable  that  event 
would  occur. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution,  without  professing  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  origi- 
nal resolution  of  1834.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed ; 
namely : 

Whereas,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  functions,  as  a  deliberative  assembly, 


did,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1834,  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"  liesohed,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  Execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both." 

And  whereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  day 
of  January,  1837,  the  Senate,  in  reference  to  the 
above  resolution,  adopted  another  as  follows  : 

"■  Hesolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate 
may  appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  Journal  of 
the  session  of  1833^  into  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  the  words  following :  Expunged  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  this  16th  day  of  January,  ia  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1837." 

And  whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
expressly  requires  that  each  House  of  Congress  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  meaning  thereby 
to  preserve  a  faithful  and  permanent  record  of  those 
proceedings : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
functions,  has  the  inherent  right,  as  a  deliberative 
assembly,  to  express  its  opinions,  which  can  be  done 
only  by  resolutions : 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  when  thus  expressed, 
become  part  of  its  proceedings,  of  which  the  con- 
stitution provides  that  a  permanent  record  shall  be 
kept: 

And  whereas  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  January, 
1837,  and  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in 
compliance  with  it,  was  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, inasmuch  as,  in  legal  contemplation,  it  destroyed, 
and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record  of  the  proceedings  to 
which  it  refers  :  wherefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  commonly  called  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded,  and  shall 
for-ever  hereafter  be  held  as  naught ;  and  that,  in 
all  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  Journal 
which  contains  the  resolution  of  1833^,  and  in  all 
copies  which  may  hereafter  be  made  of  the  same,  for 
any  official  or  legal  purpose,  the  said  resolution  of 
1833-4  shall  be  published  and  copied  as  it  was  orig- 
inally entered  upon  the  said  Journal,  without  any 
notice  whatever  of  the  superscription,  which  was 
erroneously,  irregularly,  and  unconstitutionally  made, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1837. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware must  desire  a  very  long  existence  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  until  what 
was  asked  by  the  resolution  was  adopted.  The 
Senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  die  so  soon.  He  certainly  wished 
the  Senator  long  life  and  prosperity;  but  to 
remain  until  his  aim  was  accomplished,  would 
be  to  render  him  miserable,  unless  he  feasted 
on  the  Medeau  herb  to  renovate  his  youth  The 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  the 
dawning  light  which  he  fancies  is  beginning  to 
glimmer  on  his  political  prospects.  I  admit  (said 
Mr.  B.)  that  there  have  been  some  few  dark 
clouds  in  our  Northern  horizon ;  but  wo  turn 
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from  them  to  the  hrilliant,  sunny  skies  of  the 
South,  where  all  is  hright  and  cheering.  The 
gentleman  and  his  friends  are  encouraged,  I 
know,  and  I  am  willing  they  should  hope  on, 
having  no  disposition  to  throw  ohstacles  in 
the  way  of  their  anticipations;  but,  unless  I 
am  more  mistaken  then  I  ever  was  in  all  my 
life,  there  will  come  a  frost,  a  nipping  frost — 
[Here  some  Senator  observed  "  a  killing  "] — 
well,  "  a  killing  "  frost,  that  will  blight  all  their 
fair  crop  of  hopes.  I  should  not  have  made 
even  this  short  reply,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
alluded  to  a  quaint  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
the  last  session. 


Monday, 'December  18. 

Mr.  Oalhotjit,  took  his  seat. 

Anti- Texas  Annexation  Petition. 
Mr.  "Wall  presented  a  memorial  from  twelve 
men  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of 
Golurnbia. 

Mr.  "Wall  presented  the  petition  of  115  la- 
dies of  Gloucester  county.  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  extending  itself  in  the  public  mind,  and 
daily  engaging  more  and  more  of  the  public 
attention.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
the  petitioners  without  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  de- 
sirous of  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject, whether  the  feeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abstract  was  extending  itself  in  their  respective 
States,  or  whether  it  was  not  becoming  mixed 
up  with  other  matters — such,  for  instance,  in 
the  belief  that  the  sacred  right  of  petition  had 
been  assailed.  It  becamis  the  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  this  business,  and  understand 
the  subject  well. 

There  were  many,  no  doubt,  of  these  peti- 
tioners, who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  slavery 
should  be  abolished,  that  were  contending  for 
what  they  understood  to  be  a  great  constitu- 
tional right.  "Would  it  not,  then,  under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  be  the  best  course  to  allay 
excitement,  and  endeavor  to  calm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  public  mind  ? 

Mr.  "Wall  said  he  did  not  believe,  so  far  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  feeling  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  but  he  did  be- 
lieve the  subject  was  mixed  up  with  the  right 
of  petition :  many  of  the  petitioners  believing 
that  right  was  invaded  by  the  manner  in  which 
these  memorials  were  treated.  He  thought  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
a  report  made  therefrom,  (sanctioned  by  the 


Senate,)  calmly  expressing  the  feeling  of  the 
American  people,  that  there  would  have  been 
no  further  trouble. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  foreseen  what  this 
subject  would  come  to  ;  he  knew  its  origin,  and 
that  it  lay  deeper  than  was  supposed.  It  grew 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fanaticism,  which  was  daily 
increasing,  and  if  not  met  in  limine,  would  by- 
and-by  dissolve  this  Union.  It  was  particularly 
our  duty  to  keep  the  matter  out  of  the  Senate, 
out  of  the  halls  of  the  National  Legislature. 
These  fanatics  were  interfering  with  what  they 
had  no  right.  Grant  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  and  you  will  next  be  asked  to  act  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  conciliatory  course,  no 
temporizing ;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  he 
would  rise  in  opposition,  and  he  hoped  every 
man  from  the  South  would  stand  by  him  to  put 
down  this  growing  evil.  There  was  but  one 
question  that  would  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involved  in  this  principle.  Yes : 
this  was  potent  enough  for  it,  and  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  Union  was  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  been  intrusted  with 
various  memorials  of  a  similar  character  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  "When  these  petitions  were  refer- 
red, as  was  the  former  practice,  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject.  There  was  a  great 
diiference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
thinking  that  slavery  in  the  District  ought  to 
be  abolished  by  Congress,  and  others  thinking 
differently ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  refused,  to  the  present  time,  the 
excitement  had  been  continually  increasing. 
And  the  petitioners  were  not  the  miserable 
fanatics  which  the  Senator  from  South  Carojina 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  of  the  community. 

Mr.  KoANE,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  warm, 
ardent,  and  strong  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  as  was  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  he 
should  perhaps  not  have  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  occasion,  but  for  the 
relation  he  happened  to  bear  towards  th^  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  refer  this  whole  subject.  It  is 
one  of  vast  importance,  involving  the  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  millions  of  our  citizens, 
and  perhaps  the  Union  of  these  States.  A 
committee  raised  to  take  charge  of  the  local 
concerns  of  the  people  of  this  District  is  not,  I 
humbly  apprehend,  the  suitable  committee  for 
such  a  subject.  That  committee  was  not  con- 
stituted with  reference  to  questions  of  such 
magnitude  and  extensive  bearing ;  and  I  do 
trust  that,  should  this  body  unfortunately  agree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  a  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  full  discussion  of  their  merits,  they  will 
send  them  to  some  other  committee — nay,  raise 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  such  dis- 
cussion ;  for  I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that, 
neither  in  committee  nor  elsewhere,  will  /  ever 


558 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


December,  1837.] 


Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


[25th  Cong. 


consent  to  argn©  and  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
tender  and  vital  question.  No,  sir ;  when  my 
life  and  my  property  are  assailed,  I  protect 
them  not  by  argument  and  discussion. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat) 
has  asked  whether  the  multiplication  of  these 
petitions  in  the  North,  and  the  spread  of  feel- 
ing which  prompts  them,  is  not  mainly  attribu- 
table to  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  people  there, 
that  the  great  right  of  petition  has  been  invad- 
ed by  the  direction  which  this  body  has  given 
to  them  for  the  last  two  years  ?  He  has  been 
answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Swiitt,)  and  it  is  utterly  denied 
that  fanaticism  constitutes  any  part  of  the  spirit 
which  actuates  our  Northern  brethren,  in  thus 
eternally  stirring  a  question  which  they  must 
know  is  vital  to  us  of  the  South.  Oh,  no — it 
is  not  fanaticism,  it  is  not  humanity,  it  is  not 
philanthropy,  but  it  is  patriotism  !  it  is  only  to 
assert  and  maintain  inviolate  the  great  right  of 
petition !  I  perceive,  sir,  that  one  of  the  peti- 
tions presented  this  morning  is  signed  by,  I 
think,  one  hundred  and  eleven  women.  Allow 
me  to  ask  when  before,  on  what  other  occasion, 
on  what  other  great  question,  have  the  females 
thought  it  their  imperious  duty  to  step  forth  as 
the  asserters  and  champions  of  the  great  right 
of  petition?  Allow  me  to  believe,  sir,  that 
such  a  motive  constituted  no  part  of  their  feel- 
ings, never  for  one  moment  entered  into  their 
brain ;  no,  sir,  it  is  the  fahe  fire  of  philan- 
thropy, so  easily  kindled  in  their  warm  and  ten- 
der hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  flame  by 
fanatical,  vile,  and  designing  men. 

No  man,  sir,  in  this  wide-extended  empire, 
more  dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly 
guard,  than  I,  the  great,  the  inestimable  right 
of  petition,  as  asserted  and  practised  in  Eng- 
land, and  thence  ingrafted  into  our  own  writ- 
ten constitution ;  but,  like  all  other  good  things, 
it  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  its  limits ;  and  I 
for  one  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  presents  a  limit  to  this  right. 
The  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  petition — for  what  ?  To  take  away  my 
right  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  ?  "  No,  sir :  but  to  redress  griev- 
ances ;  grievances  to  which  the  law-making 
power  can  apply  a  remedy  or  corrective.  The 
petitions  must  not  only  be  sent  to  a  tribunal 
competent  to  hear  them,  but  must  relate  to  a 
subject  on  which  that  tribunal  can  legally  and 
authoritatively  act.  Sir,  the  people  are  occlud- 
ed ;  they  have  occluded  themselves ;  they  are 
occluded  by  the  sacred  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution— the  charter  of  all  their  rights — from 
bringing  this  subject  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever  as  one  of  ordinary  legislation. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  right  of  petition 
has  no  limits.  We  have  been  told  this  morn- 
ing, that  we  are  the  servants  of  the  people ;  yet 
we — this  Senate — require  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respectful  in  its 
language  and  decorous  in  its  form.  This,  sir,  is 
a  limit ;  and  one  liable  to  abuse ;  and  why  not, 


I  seek  to  know,  require  that  they  shall  also  be 
pertinent  in  their  matter  and  legitimate  in 
their  olject  ? 

Mr.  Davis  took  this  occasion  to  repeat  an  ob- 
servation made  by  him  two  years  ago,  viz.,  "  if 
you  wish  to  make  abolitionists,  then  only  con- 
tinue to  pursue  the  course  you  have  hitherto 
pursued."  No  course,  in  his  opinion,  could  be 
more  surely  calculated  to  increase  the  excite- 
ment already  existing  than  the  rejection  of  these 
petitions.  How  the  practice  of  laying  these 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  objections  of  any 
member,  had  crept  into  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  D.) 
could  not  conceive.  To  him  it,  however,  was 
the  same  thing,  whether  these  petitions  were 
laid  on  the  table,  or  whether  they  were  merely 
received,  and  then  rejected:  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamount  to  a  total  rejection  :  it  was  an 
infraction  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  did  not  doubt  that  this  attack  on  the 
right  of  petition  had  multiplied  greatly  the 
number  of  petitioners. 

As  to  the  merits,  no  doubt  Southern  gentle- 
men have  come  to  their  conclusions  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  come  here,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  themselves ;  but  if  this 
be  true,  he  would  ask,  would  it  not  be  most 
expedient  to  meet  them  in  limine,  at  once,  and 
say  that  they  have  no  right,  or  else  to  give 
their  prayer  due  consideration,  and  give  at  least 
some  reasons,  if  there  exist  any,  against  the 
right  which  they  claim  ? 

Their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  and 
just ;  it  is  two-fold:  1st,  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  laws  to  regulate 
in  a  better  manner  the  slave-trade  in  this  Dis- 
trict. They  disavow  the  intention  of  interfer- 
ing with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States.  Such  a 
principle  is  deliberately  avowed  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  most,  if  not  all,  the  Abolition  Societies 
in  the  North.  They  have  no  purpose  of  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  the  South.  The  docu- 
ments they  have  published  to  the  world  would 
prove  this.  If  their  proceedings  agitate  the 
minds  of  Southern  gentlemen,  that  is  their  own 
fault ;  it  is  because  they  choose  rather  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Abolition  Societies,  and  not  that 
the  Abolition  Societies  interfere  with  them. 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  justify  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  right  of  petitioning.  If  men  peti- 
tion for  only  two  Senators,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Rives)  has  supposed  a  case,  why, 
let  them  do  so.  The  right  is  not  to  be  put 
down  on  supposed  cases  of  abusing  it.  The 
member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhotoi) 
says,  will  you  deliberate  where  your  mind  is 
made  up !  He  (Mr.  Davis)  would  immediately 
answer  "  yes !  "  It  is  due  to  the  coutitry  to 
meet  this  subject  with  deliberation,  and  to  send 
forth  the  reasons  of  our  rejection  of  the  prayer 
of  two-thirds  of  the  population. 

Mr.  King  said  that  some  sessions  past,  he 
had  advocated  the  reception  of  petitions  of  this 
description :  he  considered  them  as  coming 
from  a  miserable  set  of  fanatics  and  deluded 
females,  who  were  too  contemptible  to  excite 
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apprehension.  He  was  nawilling  to  give  them 
weight,  by  adding  to  their  number  those  who 
might  honestly  believe  the  right  of  petition 
had  been  denied.  For  many  years  petitions  of 
this  character  were  received  without  comment, 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  no  further  notice 
taken  of  them.  They  slumbered  until  the  close 
of  the  session,  and  the  committee  was  then  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  them. 
Mr.  K.  regretted  most  sincerely  that  this  unfor- 
tunate question,  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  permanency  of  this  Union,  was  pressed  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  urge  their  reception  :  for  what  pur- 
pose? For  none  other  under  Heaven,  that  he 
could  perceive,  than  to  produce  excitement ;  to 
irritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind.  So  long 
as  it  was  confined  to  deluded  females  and  fana- 
tics, it  was  of  little  import;  but  now  it  has 
entered  into  the  politics  of  the  country.  Un- 
principled aspirants  have  seized  on  it,  and  it 
has  from  that  cause  alone,  become  alarming. 
He  feared  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
even  in  New  England  :  they  were  sound  to  the 
core.  Not  so  with  the  politicians  :  they  were 
sinning  against  light  and  knowledge.  They 
deserved,  and  should  receive,  the  stern  rebuke 
of  this  body.  He  would  not  receive  or  give 
any  countenance  to  these  incendiary  petitions. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  gave  way  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  of  maintaining  harmony ;  and  his  re- 
marks were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  view  of  creating  discord.  He  wished  the 
member  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King)  was  better 
informed  of  the  great  respectability  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  if  he  (Mr.  K.)  could  but  know  the 
real  state  of  things  in  the  North,  he  would  not 
speak  so  contemptuously  of  the  petitioners. 
As  to  politicians,  Mr.  D.  maintained  that  until 
the  question  came  on  here,  no  politics  were 
mixed  up  with  the  subject  in  any  way  what- 
ever. It  was  a  question  of  conscience,  of 
morals,  of  propriety ;  men  of  all  parties  con- 
curred in  these  petitions. 

Mr.  HijBBARD  was  not  aware  that  any  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  had  ever  originated  in  that  part 
of  New  Hampshire  where  he  resided.  He  was 
certain  that  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  ho  had  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  Senate  any  such  memorial.  And  since 
he  had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  very  few 
petitions  in  relation  to  this  subject  had  been  for- 
warded to  him  from  any  section  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  If  such 
memorials  had  come  hither  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, they  must  have  been  committed  to  the 
care  of  others.  He  was  assured  that  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  with  the  people  of  his  own 
State  was,  to  let  this  whole  matter  alone  ;  that 
it  was  a  subject  with  which  they  had  no  concern  ; 
that  it  was  their  iounden  duty,  as  good  and 
peaceable  citizens,  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  others;  that  they  regarded  the  question  of 
slavery  as  a  sectional,  a  local  question ;  and 
however  much  they  might  regret  its  existence 


in  any  portion  of  this  Union,  yet  they  well 
knew  that  its  existence  was  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  with  the  contin- 
uation of  its  existence  in  those  parts  of  the 
Confederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  propriety,  make  any  interference,  un- 
solicited and  unasked  by  those  whose  interests 
were  affected  by  it.  These  wSre  the  sentiments 
of  his  own  State ;  they  certainly  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  NiLES  said  he  did  not  approve  of  crooked 
courses.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Hubbaed)  says  that  the  petition  is  before 
us  if  we  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  so  far,  it 
is  received ;  and  yet  he  says  that,  by  laying  it 
on  the  table,  the  petition  is  rejected.  He  (Mr. 
N.)  could  not  reconcile  this  contradiction. 

Mr.  Rives  replied  to  the  argument,  that  re- 
ceiving the  petition,  and  having  a  report  made, 
would  quiet  the  excitement.  Not  so  :  this  had 
been  already  done  two  years  ago.  Then,  in  the 
other  House,  a  select  committee,  composed 
chiefly  of  Northern  men,  had  presented  an 
elaborate  report,  and  this  had  been  so  far  from 
allaying  the  excitement,  that  now  gentlemen 
come  forward  and  tell  us  that  the  excitement  is 
increased;  therefore,  it  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory  to  go  round  the  same  circle  again. 
To  him  (Mr.  E.)  it  appeared  that  the  most  paci- 
ficatory course  to  be  pursued  was  to  act  as 
hitherto,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pbeston  said,  once,  perhaps,  there  was 
a  time  when  these  petitions  might  have  been 
received ;  now,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  receive 
them.  It  is  stated  that  the  excitement  has  in- 
creased. Though  the  doors  of  Congress  had 
been  thrown  open,  and  they  had  been  heard, 
yet  the  fire  is  spread  wider,  and  is  spreading 
wider  and  wider.  Why  so  ?  It  is  said  because 
the  right  of  petitioning  is  violated;  were  it 
not  for  this,  we  are  told  that  the  excitement 
would  have  died  away.  But  this  assertion  is 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  right  of  petition 
was  given  and  secured  to  the  petitioners.  We, 
the  South,  said  at  the  time  that  the  concession 
would  lead  to  more  concessions,  and  so  it  has 
proved ;  the  fire  is  not  put  out,  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  far  as  we  could 
go,  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  we  gave  an  amnesty, 
we  received  their  petitions,  and  they  are  not 
satisfied.  Now  we  say  "  nulla  vestigia  retror- 
SMwi,"  we  must  now  go  a  step  further,  instead 
of  going  backward,  and  do  now,  as  ought  to 
have  been  done  then,  namely,  shut  altogether 
the  doors  of  Congress  against  them.  Has  the 
South  no  sensibilities  and  prejudices  to  be  con- 
sidered? Has  the  North  only  prejudices,  and 
feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  have  we  none?  If  you  con- 
sider their  views,  will  you  not  rouse  us  ?  Will 
you  not  interfere  with  them,  for  fear  of  irritat- 
ing them  ;  and  shall  no  such  regard  be  paid  to 
us? 

But  the  period  for  argument  with  these  peo- 
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pie  is  past.  They  demand  you  to  adopt  their 
principles  and  policy.  Tlie  discussion  of  these 
matters  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  (Mr.  P.)  He 
thought  that  if  Congress  does  not  protect  the 
South,  it  will  be  obliged  to  protect  itself.  "What 
the  South  wants  is  peace  ;  let  not  this  question 
be  let  in  to  light  up  the  torch  of  discord.  Mr, 
P.  said  he.  should  not  resort  to  discussion,  but 
to  measures,  to  acts,  for  the  protection  of  the 
South.  The  South  must  be  protected,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  do  it  quietly  if  possible ;  but, 
if  not,  he  would  say,  with  great  emphasis,"  we 
will  protect  ourselves." 

Mr.  Odthbeet  would  not  now  speak  of  his 
regard  to  the  Union ;  the  attachment  of  gentle- 
men to  the  Union  had  been  fully  illustrated. 
But  what  were  they  now  told  ?  That  a  certain 
mode  of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  South 
would  overturn  those  rights ;  that  a  mere  error, 
in  point  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
the  South.  Was  this  language  to  be  held,  that 
Southern  rights  rested  on  so  frail  a  basis  that 
the  slightest  error  would  overturn  them  ?  Por 
the  Union  Mr.  0.  was  not  so  much  alarmed  as 
others ;  there  was  a  disease  in  the  body  politic, 
which  would  have  its  course ;  but  the  virus 
would  work  out  in  time.  This  disease  had  been 
imported  from  Europe,  and  especially  from 
England.  Mr.  0  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
remarks  of  a  gentleman  of  so  sound  sense  and 
extensive  information  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Davis.) 

Mr.  Pierce  concui-red  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Peestojt,)  in  the  opinion 
that  no  valuable  end  was  to  be  attained  by  dis- 
cussion here  upon  this  deeply  agitating  subject. 
He  rose  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  the 
table  might  not  be  renewed.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  reception,  and  that  question  he  desired 
to  meet  distinctly,  and  unembarrassed  by  any 
other  motion. 

Mr.  Olat  said  he  would  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia,  if  the  Senate,  by  persisting  in 
their  past  course,  could  produce  the  same  calm- 
ness in  the  country  which  it  had  done  among 
themselves.  But  it  was  much  more  important 
that  the  country  should  be  quiet  than  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  C.  had  asked  whether  the  excitement 
had  been  increased,  and  by  what  causes ;  with 
the  view  to  ascertain  if  any  thing  could  be 
done  by  the  Senate  to  allay  the  excitement,  and 
render  the  people  quiet  and  happy.  The  reply 
was,  that  the  excitement  was  extending,  and 
chiefly  by  the  impression  that  the  great  repub- 
lican right  of  petition  had  been  assailed,  which 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with 
those  with  whom  they  really  bad  no  sympathy. 
Mr.  C.  preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  peti- 
tioners should  be  separated,  to  deprive  the 
abolitionists  of  the  advantage  of  mixing  their 
peculiar  objects  with  other  matters. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  0.  said,  were  first  to  be 
received  ;  but  was  this  all  ?  Was  not  this  un- 
derstood to  imply  deliberation  on  the  question  ? 
The  cold,  simple  act  of  reception,  followed  by 


an  instant  rejection,  amounted  to  not  receiving, 
and  must  give  color  to  the  charge  that  it  is  a 
substantial  denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  It 
had  been  said  that  this  was  not  a  case  for  argu- 
ment. Not  a  case  for  argument !  What  was 
it  that  lay  at  the  very  bottom  of  all  our  free 
institutions?  Argument,  inquiry,  reasoning, 
consideration,  deliberation.  We  were  a  reason- 
ing people,  and  it  was  our  greatest  boast  that 
we  possessed  reasoning  powers  capable  of  com- 
prehending the  various  subjects  relating  to  a 
free  Government.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  best 
course  was  to  receive  these  petitions,  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  for  the  District,  to  act 
on  them  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  country 
should  not  then  be  quiet,  let  them  make  a  re- 
port, embodying  with  the  argunient  the  various 
facts  relating  to  the  subject,  several  of  which 
Mr.  0.  enumerated. 

Mr.  Gedndt  expressed  his  regret  at  the  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Eor  two  years 
past  the  Senate  had  pursued  the  course  of  lay- 
ing the  questions  relating  to  these  petitions  on 
the  table.  During  that  time  there  had  been 
little  or  no  discussion  in  that  body ;  and  it  was 
the  discussion  in  Congress  that  was  doing  more 
mischief  on  the  subject  than  any  thing  else.  If 
the  coming  in  of  the  petitions  was  to  be  pre- 
vented, how  could  it  be  done  ?  By  preserving 
silence  upon  them.  Every  time  the  petitioners 
observed  discussion  in  Congress,  they  were  en- 
couraged to  proceed ;  but  if  the  Senate  persist- 
ed in  the  course  to  which  they  had  sometimes 
adhered,  their  hopes  would  be  cut  ofi'.  But  if 
this  course  were  now  abandoned,  they  would 
say  that  the  Senate  had  been  driven  to  chaoge 
their  ground,  and  they  would  consider  it  as  a 
gain  on  their  part.  And  could  an  abler  report 
be  made  on  the  subject  by  any  committee  than 
that  by  the  Select  Committee  of  which  Mr. 
PiNOKNET  was  chairman  ?  And  had  that  pro- 
duced any  effect?  Gentlemen  said  no:  the 
excitement  was  increasing.  And  could  the 
Senate  produce  any  effect  by  a  report  ?  No : 
it  would  give  the  petitioners  hope  that  they 
would  finally  prevail.  Mr.  G.  would  vote  to 
receive  the  petitions,  because  he  questioned 
whether  a  contrary  vote  might  not  abridge  the 
right  of  petition.  But  he  hoped  that  for  the 
sake  of  teaching  these  people  that  this  subject 
must  not  be  interfered  with,  they  would  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  believed  that  the  course 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clat  was  calculated  the  most 
of  all  to  produce  an  excitement.  If  a  single 
step  was  yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  be 
reanimated  with  new  excitement ;  and  those, 
therefore,  who  so  yielded,  incurred  a  feai'ful 
responsibility.  Mr.  C.  despaired,  as  far  as  the 
Northern  part  of  the  country  was  concerned 
on  the  question  of  abolition.  It  was  interwoven 
with  the  political  condition  of  the  North,  in 
the  nature  and  state  of  parties ;  and  it  would 
run,  and  must  run,  into  their  struggles  for  State 
ascendency.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  its 
having  a  control  over  the  political  parties  of 
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the  North.  The  great  mass  of  Northern  peo- 
ple helieved  that  thi3  Southern  institution  was 
radically  wrong.  The  result  would  he  this : 
that  abolition  efforts  would  begin  with  the  low- 
est grades  of  society,  and  by  gross  misrepre- 
sentations, but  it  would  go  upward  and  spread ; 
and  Mr.  0.  told  a  distinguished  Senator  four 
years  ago,  while  discussing  another  subject, 
that  the  spirit  of  abolition  would  spring  up  in 
the  North,  and  however  much  he,  and  others 
like  him,  were  opposed  to  the  doctrine,  it  would 
one  day  spread  so  as  to  drive  him  from  public 
life,  or  compel  him  to  yield  to  its  dictates. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  insisted  that 
receiving  petitions  implied  considering,  discuss- 
ing, deciding  upon  them.  But  in  what  situa- 
tion would  all  this  put  the  Southern  States  ?  It 
would  convert  the  halls  of  Congress  into  places 
for  the  discussion  of  abolition.  Mr.  0.  did  not 
ask  how  the  North  would  be  affected ;  his  ob- 
ject was  to  keep  the  South  united  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  susceptibility  always  alive.  They 
must  first  preserve  themselves,  for  this  was  a 
question  involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
whole  South.  Their  next  object  was  to  pre- 
serve the  Union ;  and  there  was  no  other  course 
for  them  to  do  this,  but  by  a  united  and  firm 
resistance  to  these  encroachments ;  and  the 
earlier  the  better,  for  the  country  was  sounder 
to-day  than  it  would  be  to-morrow,  and  de- 
lay would  leave  it  to  proceed  from  worse  to 
worse. 

Mr.  0.  expressed  these  sentiments  on  no  sec- 
tional ground ;  he  would  prevent,  by  what  he 
had  suggested,  the  destruction  of  the  Union. 
The  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  he  thought, 
would  fail  of  its  object,  and  he  considered  the 
reverse  mode  the  best. 

Mr.  Olay  said  he  looked  to  the  whole  Union. 
But  he  had  no  such  despondencies  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  slave,  or  any  other  conceivable  question, 
on  the  Union.  He  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ; 
but  he  had  a  desire  to  tranquillize  every  part, 
and  give  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  any  por- 
tion. The  question  was  not  the  same  as  to 
slavery  in  the  District  and  slavery  in  the  States. 
But  what  question  was  that  in  human  affairs, 
so  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  could  not  be  ap- 
proached by  argument  and  reason  ?  This  conn- 
try  would,  in  every  emergency,  appeal  to  its 
enlightened  judgment,  and  its  spirit  of  union 
and  harmony,  and  the  appeal  would  not  be  un- 
successful. Mr.  0.  remembered  that,  when  the 
public  mind  was  sick  with  discussions  on  the 
late  war,  he  had  said  to  an  illustrious  man, 
now  no  more,  "  We  must  stop  this  everlasting 
discussion,  this  endless  diplomacy ;  let  us  go  to 
work,  and  appeal  to  the  valor  of  our  country- 
men to  sustain  us ;  no  other  alternative  is  left 
us."  But  he  replied,  in  his  calm  and  dignified 
way — "Mr.  Clay,  recollect  our  institutions 
rest  on  public  opinion,  on  reasoning  and  argu- 
ment." 

Mr.  0.  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ;  and  if 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  propose 
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a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  that  the 
man  who  expressed  a  doubt  in  regard  to  its 
stability  should  be  immediately  called  to  order 
and  stopped,  it  would  obtain  his  (Mr.  Clay's) 
hearty  concurrence.  The  Union  would  last,  he 
hoped,  forever.  Mr.  C.'s  object  was  merely  to 
preserve  the  Union  in  its  true  spirit ;  and  sepa- 
rate fanaticism  from  those  who  were  capa- 
ble of  listening  to  reason.  Let  us  show  our 
reasons,  and  then,  if  we  fail,  we  shall  at  least 
have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  duty.  The 
best  course  was  that  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment down  to  two  years  ago,  in  which  these 
petitions  were  often  sent  to  the  District  Com- 
mittee, and  there  allowed  to  sleep ;  or  as  was 
sometimes  done,  followed  by  reports. 

Mr.  Calhoun"  said  there  were  cases  in  which 
reasoning  and  argument  were  both  absurd  and 
cowardly.  If  a  man  should  call  him  a  rogue, 
should  he  stop  to  argue  the  point  ?  There  were 
things  which  were  to  be  met,  not  with  reason- 
ing, but  with  instant  indignation.  Suppose  a 
petition  were  sent  here  to  burn  the  manufacto- 
ries of  the  North,  would  the  Senator  stop  to 
reason  about  such  a  petition  ?  Or  that  the  prop- 
erty of  the  rich  should  be  given  to  the  poor ; 
would  he  reason  about  that  ? 

The  petitions  proposed  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  but  on  what  ground  ?  That 
Congress  were  hound  to  receive  petitions  in  all 
cases,  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  them.  But 
if  they  were  bound  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the 
District,  Mr.  C.  would  ask  the  Senator  if  the 
same  rule  would  not  hold  in  reference  to  the 
States.  Were  they  bound  to  receive  petitions 
for  abolition  in  the  States  ?  [Mr.  C.  waited  for 
a  reply.]  If  not,  he  resumed,  then  the  right 
did  not  exist  at  all.  The  universal  sentiment 
with  the  abolitionists  was,  that  abolition  in  the 
District  was  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the 
States.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  step  would  he  in  the  District ;  the  next 
would  he  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the 
States,  making  the  slaves  serfs  to  the  soil ;  and 
then  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  States.  What,  then,  would  he 
the  situation  of  the  South  ?  Congress  would 
then  discuss  their  right  to  property  guaranteed 
to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  the  Southern 
man  who  would  permit  it  thus  to  be  drawn 
into  discussion,  sacrificed  the  rights  of  the 
South.  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  as 
much  as  others ;  but  unlike  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  silence,  when 
he  saw  danger  approaching. 

Mr.  Clay.  The  Senator  had  put  extreme 
cases.  He  might  just  as  well  have  supposed 
the  abolition  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  the 
abolition  of  slavery  out  of  the  District.  But 
did  he  not  see  that  his  argument  went  against 
receiving  all  petitions,  as  much  as  Mr.  Clay's 
was  in  favor  of  receiving  all  without  distinc- 
tion ?  The  power  of  Congress  to  abolish  slav- 
ery in  the  District  was  believed  to  exist,  and 
Congress  had  determined,  by  their  action,  that 
it  was  right  to  receive  petitions  on  the  subject. 
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Was  that  to  be  confounded  with  a  case  where 
Congress  had  certainly  no  power  ? 

Mr.  CniHBEET  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Clay,  that  it  would  be  the  simplest  method  to 
allay  this  excitement,  by  receiving  the  petitions 
and  giving  them  consideration,  and  maintained 
that  that  argument  was  to  be  deprecated,  for  it 
would  cause  debate,'  and  raise  np  a  fury  of  dis- 
cussion. Argument  (said  Mr.  0.)  teaches  what 
it  ought  to  put  an  end  to ;  it  foments  what  it 
is  intended  to  allay.  He  solemnly  appealed  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  maintain  his 
character  of  peacemaker.  In  former  situations 
he  (Mr.  Clat)  had  been  obliged  to  relent  the 
severity  of  his  principles,  and  to  compromise 
with  the  South.  Having  first  been  a  grand 
disturber  in  his  manufacturing  zeal,  he  had  been 
forced  to  become  a  grand  pacificator ;  he  beg- 
ged him  (Mr.  Clay)  not  to  depart  now  from 
the  principle  of  pacification. 

Mr.  Wall  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petitioners.  They  were  not  fanatics ; 
they  were  reasonable,  sensible,  and  temperate 
men ;  and  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  agree 
with  them,  and  though  he  was  ready  to  say 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, yet  he  was  not  prepared,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  to 
say  that  his  constituents  should  come  to  the 
door,  and  that  then  it  should  be  shut  in  their 
faces.  The  right  of  petition  would  interfere 
with  no  other  rights.  The  South  was  not  ren- 
dered insecure  in  its  rights,  by  granting  to  the 
North  the  enjoyment  of  its  common  and  nat- 
ural rights.  Mr.  W.  insisted  that  resort  should 
be  had  to  reason  and  to  argument,  instead  of 
putting  down  the  right  of  petition  by  violence 
and  contempt.  If  the  South  seeks  to  stop  the 
mouths  of  the  North,  and  prevent  petitions 
from  being  heard,  by  so  doing  they  raise  a  force 
and  arouse  an  energy  which  cannot  be  put 
down. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  a  general  discussion 
of  this  question.  He  thought  it  had  already 
been  amply  discussed  on  former  occasions. 

During  the  session  of  1835-6,  he  had  present- 
ed a  petition  from  a  portion  of  the  Society  of 
Priends,  requesting  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  And  here,  in 
justice  to  that  respectable  society,  he  must  ob- 
serve, that  so  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
them  in  his  own  neighborhood,  although  they 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, they  were  not  abolitionists  as  that  term 
was  now  generally  understood.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  then 
objected  to  the  reception  of  this  petition.  Up- 
on the  question,  "  Sliall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
ed ! "  the  constitutional  right  of  petition  was 
distinctly  raised.  After  a  long,  powerful,  and 
interesting  debate,  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.;  had 
exerted  his  best  efforts  to  sustain  this  right,  the 
petition  was  received  by  the  Senate,  by  a  vote 
of  36  to  10. 

After  this  petition  had  thus  been  received  by 


the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  a  motion  to 
reject  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  This  opened 
a  discussion  upon  the  question,  "  Shall  slavery 
be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or 
not  ?  "  After  a  long  debate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative :  only  six  Senators  voting  against 
his  motion. 

After  these  solemn  proceedings  had  tajten 
place,  were  the  Senate  bound,  whenever  a  new 
petition  of  a  similar  character  was  presented, 
again  and  again,  on  each  succeeding  day,  to  dis- 
cuss and  decide  the  right  of  petition  ? 

This  course  would  have  exasperated  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  interfered  with  the  transac- 
tion of  the  business  of  the  country,  and  must 
have  resulted  as  it  had  resulted  before.  In  this 
situation,  the  course  was  adopted,  in  the  session 
of  1836-7,  of  moving  to  lay  the  question  of  the 
reception  of  these  petitions  upon  the  table. 
This  was  the  only  mode  of  avoiding  everlasting 
debate. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  decides 
nothing  but  that  the  subject  shall  lie  upon  the 
table  for  that  day,  subject  to  be  again  called  np 
for  consideration  at  any  future  day. 

Upon  reflection,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  he  never  had 
been  better  satisfied  with  the  course  which  he 
had  pursued  on  any  question  than  that  now 
before  the  Senate.  He  should  now  purposely 
avoid  saying  any  thing  more  upon  the  subject. 
Let  us  enter  at  this  moment  upon  a  discussion 
of  this  question,  and  the  debate  will  continue 
for  weeks,  and  will  light  np  a  flame  over  the 
whole  country.  "We  have  already  solemnly 
discussed  and  decided  the  question.  Let  us 
now  adhere  to  that  decision  firmly.  He  should 
not  have  risen  to  say  a  word,  had  it  not  been 
asserted  that  to  vote  to  lay  the  motion  of  re- 
ception upon  the  table  was  inconsistent  with 
the  right  of  petition,  a  right  which  he  had  al- 
ways asserted  and  should  ever  maintain. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  the  table — 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  and  Young — 25. 

Nays. — Messrs  Allen,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wall,  and  Williams— 20. 


Tuesday,  December  19. 

Vermont  Anti-Slavery,  and  Anti-Texas 
Annexation  Hesolutions. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  rela- 
tion to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  King  said  he  considered  it  an  infamous 
libel  and  insult  on  the  South,  let  it  come  from 
what  quarter  it  would ;  it  was  a  false  statement 
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in  relation  to  the  people  of  the  South,  when  it 
charged  them  -svith  disregard  for  the  laws,  and 
he  expressed  his  surprise  that  gentlemen  should 
present  such  papers  which  they  could  not  but 
feel  were  untrue. 

Mr.  Swift  hoped  he  should  never  prove  so 
recreant  to  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as 
to  refuse  the  performance  of  his  duty,  especial- 
ly to  present  resolutions  coming  from  the 
Legislature  of  his  State.  The  document  was 
the  result  of  no  party  effort,  it  was  the  united 
voice  of  the  whole  State  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  deemed  the  present  moment 
one  of  the  deepest  importance.  A  great  step 
had  been  taken  in 'the  progress  of  events.  The 
circumstance  of  the  morning  ha'd  come  upon 
him  wholly  unexpected.  He  had  never  heard 
that  the  resolutions  in  question  had  been  passed 
by  the  Vermont  Legislature ;  yet  he  might 
have  anticipated  as  much.  He  had  long  foreseen 
the  present  state  of  things ;  and  now  the  time 
had  actually  come  when  it  was  to  be  determin- 
ed whether  we  are  longer  to  remain  as  one 
united  and  happy  people,  or  whether  this  bless- 
ed Union  was  to  be  dissolved  by  the  hand  of 
violence.  Vermont  has  struck  a  deep  and  dan- 
gerous blow  into  the  vitals  of  our  confederacy. 
It  was  a  time  for  action,  and  he  could  not, 
would  not,  entertain  the  idea  of  rejecting  or 
losing  sight  of  the  document  before  the  Senate, 
but  as  he  was  unprepared  at  present  to  act  on 
the  subject,  he  would  move  that  the  memorial 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  pledging  himself  not  to 
oppose  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  should  he 
see  fit  to  call  it  up  hereafter ;  and  more,  would 
call  it  up  himself  when  he  had  time  to  prepare 
his  mind  for  action  on  the  subject :  determined 
the  subject  should  not  rest  until  it  had  received 
the  final  action  of  the  Senate.  It  was  his  be- 
lief that  the  North  were  sound  in  the  matter 
at  issue,  but  some  seemed  even  to  prefer  the 
prevalence  of  this  dangerous  doctrine  to  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  the  Union. 
His  mind  was  unalterably  fixed,  and  nothing 
should  prevent  him  from  putting  his  views  into 
execution. 

Mr.  MoEEis  thought  some  respect  was  due  to 
the  source  whence  these  resolutions  had  ema- 
nated— the  Legislature  of  Vermont — and  hoped 
they  would  at  least  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Allen  said,  this  motion  has  the  effect  of 
refusing  to  receive  the  petition ;  and  it  is  for 
this  reason  only  that  I  ^vill  now,  as  I  did  in  a 
like  case  yesterday,  vote  against  it.  But  it  is 
said  that  such  is  not  the  effect.  I  will  state  the 
proposition  in  a  form  which  will  itself  test  this 
question.  One  Senator  presents  a  petition ; 
another  Senator  makes  a  motion  that  the  peti- 
tion be  not  received  ;  a  third  Senator  moves  to 
lay  that  motion  upon  the  table.  This  latter 
motion,  if  successful,  puts  an  end  to  the  busi- 
ness. Now,  I  ask,  where  is  the  petition  8  Is 
it  in  the  Senate  ?  Certainly  not :  because  the 
very  form  of  the  motion  that  the  petition  be 
not  received,  is  a  declaration  that  it  lias  not 


been  received,  and  the  very  object  of  that  mo- 
tion is  to  prevent  it  from  heing  received.  If  the 
petition  had  already  teen  received,  then  the 
motion  not  to  receive  would  be  absurd,  and 
the  other  motion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table  would  effect  nothing,  because  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  this  latter  motion  is  to  exclude  the  peti- 
tion. If  this  be  not  its  object,  what  is  it  ? 
That  such  are  the  object  and  effect  of  this  latter 
motion  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  if  it  be 
agreed  to,  the  petition  is  then  not  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  is  equally  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  cannot  proceed  to  take  any  further 
order  on  the  petition.  It  is,  therefore,  clear 
that  the  effect  of  the  motion  now  before  us  is 
to  refuse  to  receive  the  petition ;  and,  as  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny  the  right  of  petition,  I 
shall,  for  that  reason,  vote  against  the  motion. 

I,  therefore,  shall  vote  against  this  motion, 
as  I  did  that  on  yesterday,  because  I  acknowl- 
edge the  right  of  petition,  and  the  correlative 
obligation  on  the  Senate  to  receive  it.  And 
then,  sir,  as  I  do  not  acquiesce  in  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner,  nor  admit  his  right  to  control  the 
action  of  the  Senate  on  his  petition  after  it  has 
been  received,  I  will  vote  for  a  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  that  the  me- 
morial would  be  withdrawn '  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  and  to  give  notice  that  he  would 
introduce  it  at  a  future  day,  when  the  Senate 
was  more  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  Swift  withdrew  his  memorial,  and  gave 
notice  that  he  would  introduce  it  again. 


HOUSE  OF  KEPEESEHTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  December  20. 

Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  Slave-trade  in 

the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  first  business  was  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Slade,  on  Monday,  to  refer  two  memorials, 
presented  by  him  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Slade  commenced  by  remarking  that 
the  business  of  the  country  was  transacted  here, 
by  a  reference  of  all  subjects  to  their  appropri- 
ate committees,  and  that  matters  of  the  most 
trivial  nature  met  with  no  opposition  to  such 
reference.  But  no  sooner  did  any  member 
present  a  memorial  relating  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  a  certain  subject,  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery, than  it  was  directly  attacked  and  placed 
under  prohibition.  Were  he  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  a  constituent  involving  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  that  would  not  be  denied  a  ref- 
erence, inasmuch  as  it  might  involve  an  import- 
ant principle ;  but  here  were  a  large  class  of 
petitions,  signed  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
asking  the  action  of  Congress  on  a  subject  of 
the  greatest  interest,  and  yet  they  were  dispos- 
ed of  with  no  ceremony  at  all.  He  then  allud- 
ed to  the  course  pursued  by  certain  members 
in  opposition  to  such  petitions,  and  expressed 
his  belief  that  all  the  movements  in  relation  to 
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the  subject  had  been  preconcerted  with  the 
regularity  of  clockwork. 

Mr.  Wise  explained  that,  as  he  had  hitherto 
taken  upon  himself  to  oppose  the  reference  of 
such  petitions,  he  would  say,  once  for  all,  that 
as  far  as  his  knowledge  was  concerned,  there 
had  been  no  preconcert  in  relation  to  the  oppo- 
sition of  this  subject,  neither  had  he  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Speaker,  or  any  one 
else,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dawson  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  if  he  intended  to  include  him  in 
the  charge  of  preconcerting  measures  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sladb  disclaimed  any  intention  of  im- 
puting dishonorable  motives  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  adopt  such  a 
course.  He  moved  to  refer  the  memorials  to  a 
Select  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Legake  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont would  aEow  him  to  make  a  few  remarks 
before  he  proceeded  further.  He  solemnly  en- 
treated him  to  reflect  on  the  possible  results  of 
such  a  course,  which  involved  the  interests  of  a 
nation,  and  a  continent.  He  would  warn  him, 
not  in  the  language  of  defiance,  which  all  brave 
and  wise  men  despised,  but  he  would  warn  him 
in  the  language  of  a  solemn  sense  of  duty,  that 
if  there  was  "  a  spirit  aroused  in  the  North  iu 
relation  to  this  subject,"  that  spirit  would  en- 
counter another  spirit  in  the  South  full  as  stub- 
born. 

Mr.  Slade  again  entered  into  an  argument 
touching  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  was  about  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
same  subject,  whereupon 

Mr.  Wise  interposed,  and  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  discussing  slavery  in  the  South, 
slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  slavery  in  his 
district ;  and  he  now  asked  his  colleagues  to 
retire  with  him  from  that  hall. 

Mr.  HoLSBT  made  the  same  request  to  his 
colleagues  from  Georgia,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  whole  Southern  delegation  would  re- 
tire. 

Mr.  Geantland  joined  in  the  wish. 

Mr.  Khbtt.  The  whole  of  the  delegation  of 
South  Carolina  has  already  signed  an  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  RoBEETSON.     One  remark,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Slade.     I  claim  the  floor. 

The  Chaie.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia rise  to  a  question  of  order  ? 

Mr.  EoBEBTSON.  No,  sir.  I  wish  to  make 
one  observation. 

Mr.  Ehett.     I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  EoBBETSON.  I  wish  simply  to  propose 
to  the  Southern  delegation — 

Mr.  Ehett.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  of  order  is,  whether  the  member  from 
Vermont  has  a  right  to  go  into  the  considera- 
'  tion  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia  ?  I  say 
he  has  not ;  and  if  it  is  insisted  upon,  I  request 
the  whole  Southern  delegation  to  go  into  the 


room  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. * 

The  Chaie  reminded  the  House  that  he  had 
repeatedly  interposed  when  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  been  going  into  the  question  of 
slavery  in  the  States.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
give  his  own  opinions,  but  they  might  readily 
be  inferred  by  the  House.  He  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state,  that  if  it  were  possibly  in  his  power 
to  allay  excitement,  and  to  prevent  discussions 
of  this  sort,  he  would  do  it. 

Mr.  TuENEX  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Slade.  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  paper,  and 
to  state  what  that  paper  is. 

Mr.  Geantland.     I  object  ,to  the  reading. 

The  Chaie»  The  gentleman  will  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  WiU  it  be  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  the  member  from  Vermont  shall 
be  permitted  to  proceed  ? 

The  Chaie  replied  negatively. 

Mr.  MoKat.  Mr.  Speaker,  has  not  the  mem- 
ber from  Vermont  been  declared  out  of  order? 

The  Chaie.     He  has. 

Mr.  McKat.  Then  has  he  a  right  to  pro- 
ceed? 

The  Chaek.  No  gentleman  has  raised  that 
question. 

Mr.  MoKat.  Then,  sir,  I  make  that  ques- 
tion. I  object  to  his  proceeding.  I  object  to 
his  resuming  his  remarks,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  permit  him. 

The  Chaie  then,  under  the  rule,  directed  Mr. 
Slade  to  take  his  seat,  and  pronounced  the  gen- 
tleman out  of  order  for  discussing  the  question 
of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Eefe'rring 
to  the  22d  rule,  the  Chaie  added,  that  the  gen- 
tleman could  no  longer  proceed  without  the 
leave  of  the  House ;  and  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pound the  question,  when 

Mr.  Slade  said  he  wished  to  state  the  position 
in  which  he  stood.  I  propose,  said  he,  to  read 
a  single  paper — 

Mr.  TuENET.  I  object  to  the  gentleman's 
proceeding  at  all. 

The   Chaie  said   the  rule  was  imperative.  . 
The  gentleman  could  not  proceed,  under  the 
question  made  by  Mr.  MoKat,  without  leave 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Slade.  The  question  now  is,  whether 
it  is  in  order  for  me  to  ask  for  the  reading  of 
a  paper. 

The  Chaie.  The  other  question  is  also  be- 
fore the  House,  and  must  be  decided  by  its 
vote,  without  debate. 

Mr.  Slade.  I  ask  if  I  am  out  of  order  while 
proceeding  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  going 
on  for  at  least  twenty  minutes,  and  then  merely 
asking  leave  to  read  a  paper. 

The  Chaie  states  that  his  power  to  commence 
was  when  the  question  of  order  was  made. 
Thereafter,  the  rule  was  imperative,  directing 
its  decision  without  debate. 

Mr.  Slade,  (who  was  still  on  his  feet,)  Mr. 
Speaker — 
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The  Ohaib.  The  gentleman  wOl  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Sladb  then  pledged  himself,  if  the  House 
•would  permit  him  to  resume,  not  to  discuss  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  States. 

The  Ohaib  then  propounded  the  question  to 
the  House  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Allen  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
■which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Kenohee  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
■which  -were  ordered,  and  ■were — yeas  166,  nays 
63. 

Mr.  Campbell  then  gave  notice  that  the 
Southern  delegations  -were  then  assembled  in 
the  room  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  he  said  he  was  instructed  by 
their  committee  to  request  the  attendance  of  all 
gentlemen  representing  slave-holding  interests 
on  that  floor  immediately.* 


ITS  SENATE. 

ThtjEsdat,  December  21. 

Small  Notes  and  Slim-plaster  Currency  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  to  restrain  the  issuing  of  small 
notes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  WiiiGnT  suggested  that  thirty  days  would 
be  an  appropriate  period  to  fill  the  blank. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  no  one  more  ardently  de- 
sired the  resumption  of  specie  payments  than 
himself;  but  he  doubted  the  expediency  of 
forcing  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume  at 
a  period  of  uncertainty  as  to  when  those  of  the 
surrounding  country  should  adopt  such  a  meas- 
ure. He  had  that  morning  received  news  from 
New  York  of  the  resumption  of  another  of 
their  banks,  and  that,  taken  in  connection  with 
information  derived  of  late  from  various  quar- 
ters, inspired  him  with  much  stronger  hopes 
than  he  had  formerly  entertained,  that  the 
banks  would,  at  an  early  day,  return  to  specie 
payments  throughout  the  country.  With  re- 
gard to  the  banks  of  this  District,  it  was  futile 
to  suppese  that  they  could  attempt  to  pay 
specie,  when  those  with  whom  they  were  so 
intimately  connected  did  not  do  so.  He  thought 
the  wisest,  as  well  as  the  most  prudent  step, 
would  be  to  postpone  the  matter  to  an  early 
period  in  January — say  first  or  second  week — 
when  there  might  be  a  similar  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Baltimore  and  Richmond  Banks. 
Congress  could  then  with  more  certainty  fix  the 
time  when  these  banks  must  resume,  or  have 


*  The  aboro  report  gives  only  a  meagre  skeleton  account 
of  the  most  disturbing  movement  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
ever  made  in  oar  Congress,  and  which  occupied  the  whole 
day,  and  led  to  the  memorable  secession  from  the  hall  of 
the  Southern  members,  to  deliberate  among  themselves 
■what  line  of  conduct  it  behooved  thom  to  take  in  such  a 
conjunoturo.  A  more  full  and  intelligible  account  of  it  is 
given  in  the  "  Thirty  Tears'  View,"  Vol.  II.,  Chap.  86. 


their  charters  revoked.  He  thought  it  wrong 
for  Congress  to  legislate  too  hastily  for  a  people 
under  its  immediate  charge,  without  reference 
to  the  position  in  which  they  stood  to  their 
neighboring  population,.  As  the  holidays  were 
approaching,  (a  period  when  Congress  was  not 
presumed  to  be  subject  to  any  very  grave  legis- 
lation,) he  thought  the  banks  might  be  longer 
indulged,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  there  would 
be  little  or  no  opposition  to  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  Weight.  The  District  banks  were  never 
authorized  by  their  charters  to  issue  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  Now, 
however,  it  had  become  their  habit,  in  common 
with  individuals,  to  issue  notes  from  twenty- 
five  to  six  and  a  fourth  cents.  "  Shin-plasters  " 
(a  distinguishing  terra,  and  one  he  disliked  as 
much  as  any  one  else)  had  been  necessarily 
used  for  change,  because  the  people  had  in  a 
measure  been  forced  to  do  so,  by  the  suspension 
of  these  banks ;  but  this  small  money  business 
he  believed  was  carried  to  a  greater  extent  in 
this  District  than  in  any  other  portion  of  our 
country.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  his  remarks,  threw  out  the  idea,  that 
the  banks  of  this  District  were  dependent  on 
their  relative  position  with  those  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia  for  resumption !  Suppose  the 
case  was  reversed,  and  the  Legislatures  of  those 
States  depended  on  the  action  of  Congress  to 
force  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume,  under 
forfeiture  of  their  charters :  at  what  future 
period  should  we  look  for  so  desirable  a  result? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  could  see  no  good  reason 
why  Congress  should  not  extend  a  correspond- 
ing courtesy  to  the  District  banks,  with  that  of 
the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  their 
moneyed  institutions. 

With  regard  to  these  small  bills,  if  immedi- 
ately suppressed,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  There 
was  no  silver  to  supply  the  vacuum ;  and  mem- 
bers of  Congress  had  found  this  small  money 
very  convenient  on  many  occasions.  Haokmen, 
waiters,  and  others  could  not  be  dispensed  with ; 
and  without  this  kind  of  change,  how  could 
their  services  be  requited  ?  Another  objection- 
able feature  in  the  bill  was,  that  it  imposed  a 
penalty  alike  on  the  stranger  and  citizen,  for 
the  passage  of  these  bills,  whether  issued  here, 
or  brought  from  abroad.  He  had  in  his  purse 
notes  from  one  dollar  down  to  six  cents,  origi- 
nating in  the  different  places  through  which  he 
had  passed  from  Newport,  Kentucky,  to  Wash- 
ington city,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  in  fact, 
business  fould  not  progress  without  them. 
And  would  it  not  be  a  legal  imposition  on  a 
stranger  to  pass  this  bill  with  such  provisions  ? 
Could  it  be  expected  that  a  stranger  passing 
through  this  small  space  of  ten  mUes  square, 
could  stop  to  inquire  into  our  laws  ? 

Mr.  Bbntost  objected  to  the  postponement. 
The  argument  was  to  postpone  both  bills — the 
shin-plaster  bill,  and  the  bank  bill, — and  that 
not  to  a  certain  day,  but  indefinitely,  and  until 
adjoining  States  should  first  act  upon  the  same 
subjects.    This  was  the  argument  of  the  Sena- 
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tor  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat.)  His  motion 
was  for  a  postponement  until  the  second  Mon- 
day in  January,  but  the  argument  was  for  in- 
definite postponement,  and  for  contingent 
action ;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  two 
speeches  just  made  by  that  Senator,  (Mr.  Clay,) 
that  if  the  postponement  was  granted,  that  an- 
other would  he  demanded  when  it  was  out ;  for 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  two  speeches  was,  that 
the  shin-plasters  were  not  to  be  suppressed,  nor 
the  bank  in  this  District  required  to  resume, 
until  the  adjacent  States  had  first  led  the  way 
in  the  same  work.  This  was  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  contingent  action.  It  was  the 
attempt  to  do  here  precisely  what  had  been 
effected  by  the  party  opposed  to  resumption  in 
the  bank  convention  in  New  York ;  it  was  non- 
action !  it  was  to  do  nothing !  and  get  rid  of 
the  subject  without  fixing  a  day ! 

Mr.  B.  denied  that  there  was  any  validity  in 
any  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  for  delaying  either  of  the  bills. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  these  filthy  shin- 
plasters.  The  Senators  alone  received  for  their 
compensation  more  hard  money  than  the  Dis- 
trict required  for  change.  They  had  received 
all  their  pay  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  called  ses- 
sion, and  they  were  now  receiving  their  pay  in 
hard  money  and  Treasury  notes,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two-thirds  hard  money  and  one-third 
Treasury  notes.  This  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  Senate  is  paid,  its  officers  and  all,  and  all  its 
expenses.  He  presumed  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  was  paid  in  the  same  way ;  and  as 
the  expenses  of  the  two  Houses  exceeded  three 
thousand  dollars  a  day,  it  would  follow  that  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  a  day  in  specie  was 
receivable  by  the  members  and  ofiicers  of  Con- 
gress. This  was  the  daily  supply ;  so  that, 
leaving  all  other  sources  of  supply  out  of  the 
question.  Congress  alone  disbursed  vastly  more 
hard  money  in  the  District  than  its  business 
could  absorb,  and  it  was  accordingly  purchased 
up  for  exportation  by  agents  whose  advertise- 
ments could  be  seen  in  every  newspaper. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  that  he  would  vote  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  afford 
time  for  us  to  hear  from  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  now  in  session.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
issue  and  circulation  of  the  small  bills  or  notes, 
familiarly  called  "shin-plasters,"  and  would  go 
for  freeing  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia from  that  species  of  trash.  He  also  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty,  so  far  as  his  vote  would  go,  to 
compel  the  banks  of  the  District  #0  resume 
specie  payments  at  the  time  we  exclude  shin- 
plasters  from  circulation  here ;  but  he  would 
not  now  give  a  vote  to  coerce  the  banks  of  this 
District  to  pay  specie  at  an  earlier  day  than 
that  at  which  the  banks  of  the  different  States 
should  resume  specie  payments. 

Mr.  Weight  said  he  felt  bound  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  postpone ; 
when  the  vote  stood : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Cuthbert,  Knight,  McKean,  Prentiss,  Preaton,  Kob- 


bins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
and  Tipton — 14. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
CJay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Kobinson,  Sevier,  Smith'  of  Conn. 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and 
Young— 27. 

The  bill  underwent  a  long  discussion  on  its 
details,  in  which  Messrs.  Weight,  Bentosj, 
Htjbbaed,  and  Geundt  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Htjbbaed,  the  blank  in 
the  third  line  was  filled  with  the  10th  of  April, 
so  ,as  to  make  it  penal  to  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  after  that  date. 


HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTATIVJ53. 
Thuesdat,  December  21. 
Mr.  Patton's  Resolution — -Abolition  Petitions 
to  lie  on  the  Tahle. 
Mr.  Patton  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  and  papers, 
touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  buying, 
selling,  or  transferring  of  slaves,  in  any  State,  Dis- 
trict, or  Territory  'of  the  United  States,  be  laid 
on  the  table  without  being  debated,  printed,  read,  or 
referred,  and  that  no  further  action  "whatever  shall 
be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  Adams  objected. 

Mr.  Patton  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were  —  yeas  135, 
nays  60. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  had  offered  this  resolu- 
tion in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony.  It 
involves,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
and  so  far  as  concerns  some  portion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  slave-holding  States,  a 
concession ;  a  concession  which  we  make  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union.  We 
oflfer  it  in  the  hope  that  it  may  allay,  not  exas- 
perate excitement ;  we  desire  to  extinguish,  not 
to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  country.  In  that 
spirit,  sir,  without  saying  one  word  jn  the  way 
of  discussion ;  without  giving  utterance  to  any 
of  those  emotions  which  swell  in  jnj  bosom 
at  the  recollection  of  what  took  pRice  here 
yesterday,  I  shall  do  what  I  have  never  yet 
done  since  1  have  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
and  which  I  have  very  rarely  sustained  when 
done  by  others :  I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentle- 
man precedes  his  resolution — (Loud  cries  of 
"  Order  1  order !  "  from  all  parts  of  the  hall.) 
Mr.  A.  He  preceded  it  with  remarks — ("  Or- 
der !   order !  ") 

The  CnAiE  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  out  of  order  to  address  the  House  after  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adams.  I  ask  the  House — (continued 
cries  of  "  Order  I  "  which  completely  drowned 
the  honorable  member's  voice.) 

Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  tellers  on  the 
second  to  the  previous  question,  which  were 
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ordered ;  and  Mr.  Olaiboene  of  Mississippi, 
and  Mr.  Beiggs  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
appointed,  the  motion  prevailed,  124  voting 
for  it. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question 
he  now  put  ?  "  being  propounded,  there  were — 
yeas  129,  nays  62.  ** 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  maia  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  was  then  put,  and  decided  by  : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirue,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cushman,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Jas.  Gar- 
land, James  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond, 
Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  0.  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Le- 
gare,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  James  M.  Ma- 
son, Martin,  Maury,  May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patton, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Eencher,  Robertson,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Turney,  Underwood,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  and 
Yell— 122. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Chaney,  Coifin,  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  J.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Foster,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grennell, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hamer,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, Ingham,  Kilgore,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Matthias 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Parmeu- 
ter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Potter,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sheffer,  Sheplor, 
Sibley,  Sladc,  Smith,  Stratton,  TiUinghast,  Toland, 
Touoey,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, and  Yorke — 74. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose,  and  said ;  "  I  hold  the 
resolution  to  he  in  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States."  (Loud  cries  of  "  Order ! 
order !  "  from  every  part  of  the  hall.) 

The  Speaker  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts violates  order,  and  must  resume  his  seat. 

Pending  the  question  being  propounded, 

Mr.  Duncan  inquired  of  the  Ohair  if  he  could 
assign  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give. 

The  Oeair  replied  ia  the  negative. 

Mr.  Wise  (who  had  not  voted)  inquired  of 
the  Ohair  the  rule  in  relation  to  a  member  being 
excused  from  voting,  and  at  what  stage  the 
reasons  for  making  such  a  request  must  be  made. 

The  Chaie  said  before  a  division  of  the 


House,  or  before  the  commencement  of  the 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wise  said,  as  he  could  not  assign  his 
reasons  at  length,  he  desired,  at  least,  that  his 
constituents  might  know  that  he  was  present. 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  because 
it  implied  or  admitted  a  principle  he  denied — 
the  right  to  receive  those  petitions. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Adams  rose, 
and  moved  that  his  reasons  for  not  voting  on 
the  resolution  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  Ohaib  said  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Adams  then  notified  his  request  to  the 
Clerk  to  make  an  entry  of  his  motion,  and  that  it 
was  pronounced  by  the  Ohair  to  be  out  of  order.] 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  December  27. 

Slcmery  in  the  States,  Territories.,  and  District 
of  Columhia — Mr.  Oalhoun^  Resolutions. 

Mr.  OALHOuif  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted, 
severally,  as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ; 
and  that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased  se- 
curity against  all  dangers,  domestic  as  well  as  foreign, 
and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of  its  ad- 
vantages, natural,  political,  and  social. 

2.  Hesolved,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
and  are  alone  responsible  for  them,  and  that  any  in- 
termeddling of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  a  combi- 
nation of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutions 
and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  political,  moral,  or  religious,  with 
the  view  to  their  alteration  or  subversion,  is  an  as- 
sumption of  superiority  not  warranted  by  the  consti- 
tution, insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with,  tend- 
ing to  endanger  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity, 
subversive  of  the  objects  for  which  the  constitution 
was  formed,  and,  by  necessary  consequence,  tending 
to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself. 

3.  Hesolved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted, 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  pow- 
ers which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
their  mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers  as  to  give, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  increased  stability  and 
security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  that 
compose  the  Union ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of 
the  Government  to  resist  all  attempts  by  one  por- 
tion of  the  Union  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  attack 
the  domestic  institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken 
or  destroy  such  institutions,  instead  of  strengthening 
and  upholding  them,  as  it  is  in  duty  bound  to  do. 

4.  Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union,  com- 
poses an  important  part  of  their  domestic  institutions, 
inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  recognized 
as  constitutmg  an  essential  element  in  the  distribu- 
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tion  of  its  powers  among  the  States ;  and  that  no 
change  of  opinion,  or  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  can  justify 
them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States,  respectively,  on  entering  into 
the  constitutional  compact,  which  formed  the  Union, 
and  as  such  is  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  moral  and  re- 
ligious. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  State  or 
States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground, 
or  under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful ; 
or  the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress, 
with  that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous 
attack  on  the  institutions  of  all  the  slave-holding  States. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  vmion  of  these  States  rests  on 
an  equality  of  rights  and  advantages  among  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that  whatever  destroys  that  equality,  tends 
to  destroy  the  Union  itself ;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  all,  and  more  especially  of  this  body,  which 
represents  the  States  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to 
resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between  the  States 
In  extending  the  benefits  of  the  Government  to  the 
several  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  that  to  refuse 
to  extend  to  the  Southern  and  Western  States  any 
advantage  which  would  tend  to  strengthen,  or  render 
them  more  secure,  or  increase  their  limits,  or  pop- 
ulation by  the  annexation  of  new  territory  or  States, 
on  the  assumption  or  under  the  pretext  that  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  as  it  exists  among  them,  is  im- 
moral, or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  would  be 
contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights  and  advantages 
which  the  constitution  was  intended  to  secure  alike 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Union,  and  would,  in  effect, 
disfranchise  the  slave-holding  States,  withholding  from 
them  the  advantages,  while  it  subjected  them  to  the 
burthens,  of  the  Government.* 

Mr.  Preston  remarked,  that  his  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  -were 

*  These  resolutions,  and  the  debate  to  which  they  gave 
rise,  and  the  modifications  which  they  underwent,  and  the 
final  vote  upon  them,  constitute  the  most  important  pro- 
Cfoding  on  the  subject  of  slavery  which  has  ever  taken 
place  in  Congress.  They  were  framed  to  declare  the  whole 
power  of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  and  were  presented 
for  a  "test"  vote,  and  as  the  future  "platform"  and  "per- 
Tnan-ent  settlement"  of  the  law  on  the  slavery  question. 
Tho  first  four  related  to  the  States,  and  the  rights  of  slavery 
in  them  under  the  guarantee  of  the  constitution.  The  fifth 
related  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  (that  being  the  only  slave  territory  then  in  tho 
Union,)  and  placed  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  but  forbid  by  high  expedient  reasons. 
These  five  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  modifications: 
the  sixth  was  rejected,  as  looking  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  tending  to  forestall  action  on  that  question.  The 
full  debate,  as  prepared  by  the  speakers  themselves,  follows 
after  the  current  report  of  each  day's  proceedings ;  and  while 
tho  whole  debate  possesses  great  interest,  that  of  the  11th  of 
January  retains  the  greatest,  as  showing  tho  unanimity 
of  the  speakers  on  tho  Missouri  Compromise  Act,  and  espe- 
cially Mr.  Calhoun's  voluntary  declaration,  that  he  was  for 
it  at  the  time,  but  had  since  changed  his  opinion  on  account 
of  the  encouragement  which  it  gave  the  Abolitionists. 


in  full  unison  with  those  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
CALnoTJN,)  but  from  the  simple  reading,  he 
could  but  gather  the  sentiments  they  contained 
in  an  abstract  form.  Yet  he  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  some  delay  in  the  action  of  the 
Senate  thereon ;  as  the  resolutions  from  the 
State  of  VermoifC,  shortly  to  be  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  might  bring  the  subject 
forward  in  a  more  applicable  form,  and  antici- 
pate the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  the  resolutions 
just  oifered.  It  had  been  some  years  since 
remarked  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
time  had  gone  by  when  legislation,  by  means 
of  resolutions,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  country  on  a  subject  so  vitally 
important.  He  was  still  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  settlement  of  mere  abstractions  of  princi- 
ples will  never  answer  the  desired  end.  These 
remarks  he  had  made  simply  to  remind  the 
Senate  that  it  had  been  his  intention,  and  was 
so  still,  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  some  more 
forcible  and  effective  form  at  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  did. not  feel  disposed  to  await 
any  action  on  the  Vermont  resolutions.  He 
was  prepared  to  act  now;  and  as  the  resolu- 
tions just  offered  contained  the  whole  gist  of 
the  matter  at  issue,  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
further  delay. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  0¥  EEPKESENTATIVES 

"Wednesday,  December  27. 
Mississippi  Election. 

The  Speakee  said  he  had  had  placed  in  his 
hands  a  communication  from  Messrs.  S.  S.  Pren- 
tiss and  T.  J.  "Wood,  claiming  seats  as  Eepre- 
sentatives  from  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  December  28. 

Mr.  Calhoun^s  Besolutions. 

Mr.  Oalhotoj  said,  in  calling  up  these  reso- 
lutions, it  was  not  his  intention,  at  the  present 
time,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  their 
merits  or  demerits,  but  merely  to  repel  such 
objections  as  might  be  urged  against  them. 
The  resolutions  spoke  definitely,  and  to  all 
points,  for  themselves.  This  confederacy  con- 
sisted of  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States, 
each  vested  with  supreme  and  indisputable 
rights  I  Some  there  were,  however,  who  con- 
sidered this  a  great  National  Republic,  made 
up  of  individuals,  with  rights  common  to  all ; 
of  this  class  might  be  deemed  the  party  termed 
Abolitionists,  in  the  North.  It  was  the  object 
of  these  resolutions  to  bring  forward  the  facts, 
and  display  them  in  their  true  light.  He 
wished  the  deep  deliberation  of  every  Senator, 
as  he  desired  to  make  the  question,_on  their 
rejection  or  adoption,  a  test  question.  All 
present,  every  Senator,  without  exception,  had 
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confessed  himself  opposed  to  the  fanatical  doc- 
trine of  abolition  ;  yet  the  South  had  no  rally- 
ing point  on  which  to  stand;  and,  although 
their  measures  were  justified  by  a  great  portion 
of  the  North,  yet  there  was  among  them 
another  party,  zealots  in  the  cause  of  Aboli- 
tion, chiming  aloud  under  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  Many,  doubtless,  were  drawn  into 
that  snare,  who,  in  the  first*  instance,  were 
conservative  in  their  views.  Whatever  might 
be  the.diversity  of  opinion,  of  this  great  coun- 
try, on  other  points,  on  the  matter  now  at  issue 
no  one  could  disagree.  These  resolutions,  if 
adopted,  would  present  ground  where  all  could 
stand,  and  express  their  real  opinions  without 
trenching  on  or  affecting  the  rights  on  other 
points.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  slavery, 
his  opinion  was  unalterable,  and  he  held  it  an 
insult  to  have  his  rights  attacked  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take  suSi- 
cient  time  to  discuss  calmly  the  subject,  and 
that  each  Senator  would  express  his  individual 
opinion. 

He  did  not  desire  them  to  pass  by  a  bare 
majority ;  he  wished  them  to  pass  by  a  unani- 
mous vote ;  be  that  as  it  might,  however,  he 
would  repeat  what  he  had  before  said,  that  he 
wished  it  to  be  considered  a  test  question.  If 
these  propositions  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
will  have  said  to  the  South  "  come  here  no 
longer  for  protection ; "  by  such  a  vote  the 
Senate  would  legalize  a  continuance  of  these 
assaults.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  adopt- 
ed, it  would  be  a  holy  pledge  of  that  body  to 
protect  it  from  further  aggress(bn ;  but  if  post- 
poned or  eluded,  it  would  be  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Senate  to 
express  an  opinion ;  and  consequently  must  be 
considered  a  silent  acquiescence  in  the  insults 
offered  to  Southern  rights  and  Southern  feel- 
ings. If  adopted,  they  would  have  a  salutary 
eflfect  in  tranquillizing  the  public  mind.  He 
looked  to  these  resolutions  to  create  an  awaken- 
ing spirit  in  the  country  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  idea  that  this  Republic  was  made 
up  of  one  great  aggregate  of  individuals,  tended 
to  increase  the  zeal  of  these  fanatics,  and  a 
more  rapid  spread  of  their  doctrines.  The 
remedy  must  be  found  in  the  promulgation  of 
opposite  doctrines ;  and  until  this  course  was 
adopted,  we  could  look  for  nothing  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  importunities.  When  the 
Eepublic  was  in  danger,  he  must  look  to  State 
rights,  (the  only  true  conservative  principles,) 
and  on  this  depended  the  preservation  of  the 
Union ;  and  any  other  view  must  prove  fatal  to 
its  peace. 

Mr.  Preston  made  a  short  reply.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions 
was,  that  they  allowed  ground  for  discussion ; 
and  that  the  subject  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
was  always  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  the 
South.  Again :  what  would  abstract  propo- 
sitions of  this  nature  effect  ?  He  had  them  in 
.the  decalogue,  but  did  they  prevent  crime  ? 


Mr.  Strange  said  that  no  measure  could  be 
considered  child's  play  when  wives,  children, 
property,  all  that  was  dear  to  man,  was  at 
stake.  Could  he  be  otherwise  than  excited 
(said  Mr.  S.)  when  this  subject  is  brought  on 
the  tapis  ?  He  felt  sorry  that  the  resolutions 
had  been  introduced ;  it  was  true  he  had  been 
consulted,  but  his  mind  had  not  yielded  assent, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  South  always 
lost  ground  by  discussion,  and  he  wished  to 
avoid  it  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  soul. 
When  a  memorial  had  been  presented  from  the 
Grand  Jury  of  this  District,  praying  that  slavery 
might  not  be  abolished  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  had  voted  against  the  printing 
of  that  memorial,  simply  because  he  did  not 
wish  the  question  to  go  before  the  world.  If 
the  North  sets  us  the  example  of  excitement, 
why  did  we  follow  it  ?  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  agreed  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
resolutions,  but  still  did  not  think  them  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  case.  He 
was  opposed  to  their  postponement,  because  it 
would  result  in  a  long  and  protracted  discus- 
sion, in  which  the  South  could  not  fail  to  be 
the  sufferer.  Let  whatever  action  be  had  upon 
them,  on  this  question,  as  in  all  others  of  mag- 
nitude, the  greatest  good  must  result  from  the 
most  speedy  action. 

The  greatest  objection  he  had  to  the  resolu- 
tions, was  the  danger  of  producing  mischief 
by  the  discussion — mischief  by  the  excitement 
that  must  necessarily  be  created  in  dipping  into 
these  disquieting  topics.  The  proper  course 
for  the  South,  was,  as  he  had  before  observed, 
to  remain  still,  and  pay  no  attention  to  the 
movements  of  these  idle  fanatics.  When  these 
abolition  movements  came  from  a  higher  source, 
he  would  point  to  the  constitution,  and  that 
under  that  instrument  our  possessions  are  guar- 
anteed. Vermont  he  thought  had  degraded 
herself  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
(which  on  a  former  occasion,  had  been  read  in 
the  Senate,)  and  by  the  presentation  of  them 
to  this  body,  had  forfeited  her  claims  to  respect. 
He  was  willing  to  believe  that  a  majority  of 
her  citizens  were  opposed  to  their  adoption, 
and  that  by  some  fatuitous  circumstances,  her 
Legislature  had  become  momentarily  filled  with 
abolitionists!  He  hoped,  for  her  everlasting 
credit,  that  the  result  of  her  earliest  delibera- 
tions would  be  to  retrace  her  steps,  and  retract 
the  odious  document  directed  to  be  presented. 
He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  voting  against  the 
reception  of  all  petitions,  memorials,  or  resolu- 
tions, (come  from  whatever  quarter,)  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  observed,  that  un- 
pleasant allusions  had  been  made  to  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  offered,  and  improper  reflec- 
tions passed  upon  the  State  of  Vennont.  He 
trusted  gentlemen  would  forbear  any  further 
allusions,  either  to  the  documents  or  the  State 
from  which  they  emanated,  during  the  present 
discussion,  and  which  was  manifestly  on  a 
different  subject.    He  thought  it  would  be  time 
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enough  when  the  memorial  from  his  State 
should  he  hrought  hefore  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Oalhoujst  said  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Strange)  was  averse  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject;  so  was  every  one  else; 
hut  he  ought  to  preach  that  to  the  abolitionists, 
not  to  the  defenders  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States.  Was  it  not  better  to  meet  the  question 
a  little  offensively  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  ? 
With  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  the  constitu- 
tion, all  might  be  well  acquainted  with  them  ; 
and  yet  how  were  they  observed?  Was  the 
South  to  sit  still  and  see  the  constitution  trodden 
under  foot,  and  its  principles  assailed  ?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  try  and  rally  around  that 
body  all  who  were  orthodox  in  their  political 
adherence  ?  Look  to  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  Was  that  odious  measure  defeated  by 
sitting  still,  and  quoting  the  authority  of  the 
constitution  ?  Was  it  not  rather  by  a  series  of 
brief,  summary,  and  abstract  resolutions  ?  By 
that  straight-forward,  manly  course  we  would 
protect  our  own  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
show  that  it  was  our  aim  to  defend  to  tlie  last 
the  charter  handed  down  to  us  by  our  forefa- 
thers. He  wished  these  resolutions  by  no  means 
to  be  considered  as  strictly  a  Southern  meas- 
ure. He  hoped  that  the  vote  that  would  be 
given  upon  them,  would  be  a  Northern  and 
Western,  as  well  as  Southern  vote. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  carried. 


Feidat,  December  29. 
Mr.  Websteb  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Slcmery — Mr.  Morrises  Eesolutions,  counter  to 
Mr.  Calhouri's. 

Mr.  MoEEis  oifered  some  resolutions,  remark- 
ing that  he  had  prepared  them  by  way  of 
amendment  to  those  oifered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhoitn.) 
In  drafting  them  he  had,  as  far  as  his  own  opin- 
ion would  permit,  followed  the  text  of  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  yet  witli  variations 
calculated,  in  his  view,  to  protect  the  right  of 
petition,  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  press. 

In  offering  the  resolutions,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  thrown  the  glove,  and  with 
expressions  of  triumph  asserted  that  none  in 
the  Senate  could  vote,  in  his  opinion,  against  his 
views.  He,  however,  dared  to  enter  the  lists 
single-handed,  and  engage  with  him. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  expressed  his  hopes  that 
his  proposition  would  meet  with  general  favor 
from  the  Senate.  He  had  expected  some  triiiing 
opposition,  but  nothing  in  the  light  of  the  pres- 
ent movement.  It  was,  however,  now  decided 
that  no  concession  or  sacrifice  would  satisfy  the 
opposition.  We  had  here  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  doctrine  in  full  color.  Yes,  here  was  dis- 
played the  absolute  creed  of  the  abolitionists, 
fully  developed;  and  from  this  he  had  little 
hope  that  his  desire  to  promote  the  harmony 


of  the  Union  would  be  gratified.     He,  however, 
sternly  denied  throughout  the  charges  hrought 
against  him  by  the  gentleman  who  had  offered 
the  resolutions. 
A  motion  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  January  3. 

Mr.  CalhourCs  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Oalhotjn  said  he  did  not  rise  with^a  view 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  doctrines  in  the 
resolutions,  but  to  repel  the  ground  assumed  by 
those  opposed  to  them  in  their  peculiar  regard 
for  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
the  sacred  right  of  petition.  His  chief  object  in 
urging  an  early  action  was,  that  the  gjound 
taken  by  these  resolutions  was  distinctly  differ- 
ent from  that  assumed  by  the  other  side ;  and 
his  main  wish  in  asking  that  the  resolutions 
from  Vermont  might  be  postponed,  was  a  de- 
sire to  meet  them  in  a  manner  which  he  deem- 
ed most  consonant  with  the  duties  he  owed  to 
the  South  as  an  individual,  and  the  relation  he 
bore  to  the  country  as  a  firm  and  unflinching 
supporter  of  the  Union.  He  had  remarked  at 
the  time  the  Vermont  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, that  if  no  other  member  called  them 
up,  he  pledged  himself  to  do  so.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  had  consulted  his  own  mind  as  to  the . 
best  mode  of  meeting  the  momentous  subject, 
and  had  come  to  the  fixed  conclusion  that  the 
resolutions  he  had  presented  were  the  best  cal- 
culated to  fix  the  ground  on  which  all  could 
meet,  and  dispassionately  and  sincerely  consult 
the  interests  of  the  whole.  The  resolutions 
from  Vermont  were  to  have  been  presented  to- 
morrow ;  and  had  he  retained  his  former  opin- 
ion, he  would  have  voted  against  their  recep- 
tion ;  but  they,  coming  from  a  sovereign  State, 
(and  being  himself  the  advocate  of  State  rights,) 
he  should  urge  a  free  and  full  discussion  con- 
cerning them,  as  having  a  higher  claim  than 
the  petitions  of  infatuated  individuals.  As  an 
advocate  of  State  rights,  he  would  not  feel  him- 
self bound  to  vote  against  hearing  these  resolu- 
tions, but  as  a  Southern  man,  feeling  his  dearest 
privileges  so  dangerously  assailed,  he  could  not 
vote  for  their  reception.  Thus  trammelled  as 
he  was,  he  felt  unwilling  to  leave  the  field,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  a  right  to  present  his  own 
views,  he  had  prepared  these  resolutions  as  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  by  presenting  an  an- 
tagonist course.  His  wish  was  to  test  the  en- 
tire strength  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and 
to  decide  whether  any  neutral  ground  could  be 
adopted,  on  which  to  rally,  and  check  this  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  doctrine.  It  was  the  one  and 
the  anly  one,  as  he  before  observed,  of  suiEoient 
magnitude  to  endanger  the  Union,  and  this_  al- 
ready had  force  enough  to  shake  our  political 
system  to  its  very  centre.  On  one  side,  there 
was  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  North,  who 
assert  and  maintain  that  our  domestic  institu- 
tions are  sinful  and  immoral.  On  the  other  we 
claim  our  institutions  as  secured  to  us  under 
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the  constitution,  which  we  will  not  suffer  them 
to  interfere  with,  and  there  was  the  point  at 
issue. 

Mr.  MoEEis  asked  to  take  the  vote  on  each 
separate  amendment.  The  resolutions  in  them- 
selves were,  to  his  mind,  hroad,  sweeping,  and 
denunciatory.  What  was  the  object  of  these 
resolutions  ?  Was  it  not  that  a  free  discussion 
on  an  important  question  should  not  only  be 
discountenanced,  but  silenced  by  a  vote  of  that 
body?  They  were  partial  in  their  bearing,  speak- 
ing on  one  side,  and  not' on  the  other.  Mr.  M. 
for  one,  did  not  believe  that  Southern  rights 
existed  antagonistic  to  those  of  any  other  por- 
tion. Why  talk  of  attacks  on  Southern  inter- 
ests and  Southern  feelings  ?  Such  sentiments 
might  lead  to  geographical  distinctions,  but 
could  never  lead  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  country.  Mr.  M.  professed  himself 
a  State  rights  man,  and  had  as  high  a  devotion 
to  the  Union  as  any  one  ;  but  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  views  of  the  Senator,  that  this  Repub- 
lic was  a  Confederacy  of  separate  and  inde- 
pendent States.  He  considered  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  people.  Mr.  M.  wished  to  know 
what  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  meant 
by  interfering  with  domestic  policy  ?  Would 
that  gentleman  contend  that  because  he  (Mr. 
M.)  talked  of  slavery  in  the  abstract  as  a  moral 
sin,  that  he  should  have  his  rights  abridged  ? 
Freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  were  all  sought  to  be  put 
down  at  one  fell  swoop.  If  we  could  not  meet 
together  and  discuss  subjects  and  compare  con- 
ditions with  others,  for  evil  or  for  good,  we 
should,  instead  of  progressing  in  our  high  des- 
tiny, retrograde,  and  be  the  merest  ciphers. 

Mr.  Allen"  suggested  that  it  might  be  as  well 
to  strike  out  the  word  religioiis,  as  all  discus- 
sions in  relation  to  it  were,  in  his  opinion,  im- 
proper and  not  called  for. 

Mr.  CALnouif  said  that  the  whole  spirit  of 
the  resolution  hinged  upon  that  word. 

Mr.  MoEEis  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  moral  or  religious  ;"  on  which  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Peeston  thought  the  difficulty  might  be 
obviated  by  letting  the  resolution  read,  "  under 
any  pretence  whatever." 

Mr.  Calhoun  objected.  This  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion was  notliing  more  than  that  fanaticism 
that  had  carried  thousands  of  victims  to  the 
stake.  What  aroused  that  demoniacal  spirit, 
but  the  opinion  that  the  faith  of  one  man  was 
criminal  in  the  sight  of  another.  Here  the 
same  spirit  was  attempted  to  be  revived,  under 
tlie  name  of  abolition,  and  he  trusted  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  nation  to  put  it  down.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  consent  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  colleague.  The  South  had  been 
assailed  upon  the  principle  that  slavery  was 
wicked  and  immoral ;  and  could  we  meet  it 
with  such  a  milk-and-water  measure,  as  that 
" under  any  prete:et  whatever"  which,  to  his 
mind,  was  depriving  it  of  its  very  essence. 


Mr.  Buchanan  would  express  his  opinion  as 
firmly  and  decidedly  as  any  man,  in  relation  to 
the  subject ;  not  wishing  to  excite  prejudices 
in  the  minds  of  any,  he  thought  the  resolution 
quite  as  strong  with  the  modification  as  with- 
out it. 

Mr.  Allen  was  tmwiUing  that  there  should 
be  any  allusion  to  religion  in  any  way  what- 
ever; it  was  not  a  subject  for  discussion  in 
the  Legislatures  of  States  or  in  the  Senate ; 
it  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  citizen  him- 
self 

Mr.  YoTTUG  thought  nothing  short  of  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
would  have  the  desired  effect.  He  had  many 
friends  in  Illinois,  who  were  decided  Abolition- 
ists, with  whom  he  had  reasoned  on  the  danger 
of  their  course  to  the  Union,  to  which  all  were 
attached ;  but  with  them  it  was  considered  a 
religious  duty  they  had  to  perform ;  and  hence 
was  of  opinion  that  the  provision  ought  not  to 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Bataed  took  a  constitutional  view  of 
the  question ;  and,  though  he  denounced  the 
spirit  of  abolition  as  dangerous  and  wicked  in 
the  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  vote  for  the  resolutions.  If  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  them  was  correct,  then  nul- 
lification was  correct ;  and,  if  passed,  might 
hereafter  be  appealed  to  as  a  precedent  in  favor 
of  that  doctrine. 

Mr.  Calhoun  wished  merely  to  cover  the 
common  creed  of  the  State  rights  party,  and  he 
had  appealed  to  gentlemen  directly  antagonists 
to  him,  that  if  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  reso- 
lutions at  all  savoring  of  what  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator,  he  would  immediately 
pass  his  pen  through  it. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  was  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  retaining  them  as  originally  drafted  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  still  believ- 
ed that  there  were  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
North  sincerely  attached  to  the  Union,  and  had 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  these  mischievous  pro- 
ceedmgs. 

On  Mr.  MoEEis's  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "moral  and  religious,"  there  appeared — 
yeas  14,  nays  31. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  res- 
olution, and  carried, — yeas  31,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Webstee  admitted  the  necessity  of  some 
definite  action  on  the  subject  on  the  part  of 
Congress ;  but  his  objection  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration  was 
based  solely  on  the  belief  that  they  were  at  va- 
riance with  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
constitution.  Though  the  States  might  have 
certain  vested  rights,  yet  they  were  such  as 
wfce  strictly  of  a  local  nature,  and  limited  in 
their  extent  to  strict  compliance  with  constitu- 
tional provisions. 

If  the  resolutions  set  forth  that  all  domestic 
institutions,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution 
might  interfere,  and  any  intermeddling  there- 
with by  a  State  or  individual,  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  confederacy,  and  was  thereby 
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illegal   and  unjust,  he  would  give  them  his 
hearty  and  cheerful  support. 

The  Confederacy  could  never  have  existed 
without  this  prevailing  power  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  could.no  longer  exist  without  its  con- 
tinuance. It  was  difficult  to^  define  what  do- 
mestic institutions  were  without  the  pale  of  the 
constitution.  Judicature  was  one  of  the  class, 
and  so  with  commerce,  except  inasmuch  as  the 
making  of  treaties  was  concerned.  Yet  it  was 
not  so  as  regards  slavery.  It  was  the  express 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves,  though  the  institution  was  in  itself 
guaranteed  by  the  constitution. 

If  the  resolutions  could  be  modified  to  meet 
the  constitutional  requisitions,  asserting  that 
the  constitution  permitted  slavery,  and  pro- 
tected the  institution,  he  would  then  vote  for 
them.  An  assertion  here  that  the  constitution 
cannot  meddle  with  domestic  institutions,  if 
supported,  utterly  deprives  it  of  power  or 
effect. 

Mr.  Calhotjn"  assumed  that  there  were  now 
many  institutions  so  far  domestic  as  to  be 
whoUy  within  the  control  of  States  wherein 
they  existed.  Such  was  negro  slavery.  The 
gentleman's  views  evidently  differed  materially 
from  his.  No  one  could  support  an  argument 
against  his  views  respecting  slavery.  He  could 
name  a  long  catalogue  of  institutions  controlled 
wholly  by  States  on  the  same  ground.  He 
would  not,  in  establishing  such  control,  inquire 
and  mark  out  the  dividing  line  of  public  opin- 
ion in  the  premises.  It  was  alike  the  sacred 
right  of  all,  whether  of  the  North  or  South. 
These  rights,  were  institutions  growing  out  of 
the  constitution,  and  which  must  be  maintain- 
ed, and  could  never  be  meddled  with  by  others, 
but  with  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Mr.  Webstee  inferred  from  the  gentleman's 
argument,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
there  were  not  some  domestic  institutions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  constitution,  but  it  claims 
that  all  such  were  beyond  its  control. 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  no  objection  to  striking 
out  all  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MoEBis  moved  to  strike  out  certain 
words  in  the  second  resolution ;  lost — yeas  12, 
nays  32. 

Mr.  SoTJTHAED  objected  to  further  amend- 
ment. There  was  now  nothing  left  of  the 
second  resolution  but  simply  a  declaration  that 
the  States  "  have  just  what  rights  they  have." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  second  resolution,  and  carried — yeas  81, 
nays  9. 


Peidat,  January  5. 

Disturbances  on  the  Nortliern  Frontier. 

The  Chaie  communicated  the  following 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States : 


To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

Eecent  experience  on  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  events  now  daily  occur- 
ring on  our  northern  frontier,  have  abundantly  shown 
that  the  existing  laws  are  insuflScient  to  guard  against 
hostile  invasion,  from  the  United  States,  of  the  terri- 
tory of  friendly  and  neighboring  nations. 

The  laws  in  force  provide  sufl5cient  penalties  for 
the  punishment  of  such  offences,  after  they  have 
been  committed,  and  provided  the  parties  can  be 
found  ;  but  the  Executive  is  powerless  in  many  cases 
to  prevent  the  commission  of  them,  even  when  in 
possession  of  ample  evidence  of  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  evil-disposed  persons  to  violate  our  laws. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  this  defect  in  our  legis- 
lation. It  is  apparent  that  the  Executive  ought  to 
be  clothed  with  adequate  power  effectually  to  restrain 
all  persons  within  our  jurisdiction  from  the  commis- 
sion of  acts  of  this  character.  They  tend  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  inevitably  involve  the 
Government  in  perplexing  controversies  with  foreign 
powers.  I  reconunend  a  careful  revision  of  all  the 
laws  now  in  force,  and  such  additional  enactments  as 
may  be  necessary  to  vest  in  the  Executive  full  power 
to  prevent  injuries  being  inflicted  upon  neighboring 
nations  by  the  unauthorized  and  unlawful  acts  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of  other  persons 
who  may  be  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to 
our  control. 

In  illustration  of  these  views,  and  to  show  the 
necessity  of  an  early  action  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York, 
who  had  been  directed  to  repair  to  the  frontier,  and 
take  all  authorized  measures  to  secure  the  faithful 
execution  of  existing  laws. 

M.  TAN  EUEEN. 
■Washington,  January  5,  1838. 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  express  his  full  conviction 
of  the  necessity  of  some  early  action  on  this 
important  subject.  No  spectacle  could  be  more 
revolting  to  the  feelings  of  a  free  people,  than 
a  war  either  among  themselves  or  with  another 
country.  The  views  of  the  Executive  met  his 
highest  approbation,  but  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  examine,  and,  if  the  existiug  laws 
were  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  alleged  inter- 
ference of  our  citizens,  others  should  be  forth- 
with enacted  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  an 
object  so  desirable.  Mr.  C.  adverted,  in  Con- 
nection, to  the  vexatious  and  unsettled  state  of 
our  Northern  boundary,  which  state  of  things 
tended  to  increase  the  danger  which  now 
threatened  us. 

If  the  people  of  this  country  choose  to  re- 
nounce their  citizenship,  it  was  perhaps  allow- 
able ;  but  any  interference  with  a  rebellion  in 
a  country  with  which  we  were  at  peace,  should 
meet  the  earliest  attention  of  our  Government. 
We  might,  as  citizens,  freely,  and  in  any  man- 
ner we  thought  proper,  express  our  sympathies 
with  either  belligerent  party,  but  in  no  case 
lend  them  aid  or  countenance. 

He  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  the 
subject  might  be  referred,  they  would  examine 
whether  or  not  the  action  of  our  citizens  had 
not  been  limited  to  some  disputed  territory,  or 
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whether  arms,  munitions  of  war,  or  supplies, 
had  been  furnished,  and  which,  if  proved  true, 
such  conduct  must  be  viewed  by  Government 
as  in  the  highest  degree  reprehensible. 

Mr.  Oalhotjit  had  felt  from  the  beginning  of 
the  troubles  in  Canada  the  greatest  anxiety, 
and  a  fear  that  it  might  result  in  difficulties  to 
this  country.  He  hoped  the  existing  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  interference  of  our  citizens,  would 
be  rigidly  enforced ;  and  if,  on  examination, 
they  should  be  found  insufficient  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  that  new  ones  would  be 
speedily  enacted.  He  would  set  forth  in  the 
strongest  light  the  terrible  consequences  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  at  the  present  time. 
He  urged  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the 
necessity  of  clothing  the  Executive  with  all 
needful  additional  power,  if  the  laws  in  force 
were  in  this  respect  too  limited.  He  moved 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Benton  in  favor 
of  the  motion  to  commit,  the  documents  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Gelations. 


nOXIBE  OF  EEPRESBNTATIVES. 

Monday,  January  8. 

Message  from  the  President — British  Invasion 

of  American  Soil — Attach  on  the  Caroline. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Bepresentatives,  United  States  : 

In  the  highly  excited  state  of  feeling  on  the 
northern  frontier,  oocaaioned  by  the  disturbances  in 
Canada,  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  causes  of 
complaint  might  arise  on  the  line  dividing  the  United 
States  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions.  Every 
precaution  was  therefore  taken  on  our  part  authorized 
by  the  existing  laws,  and  as  the  troops  of  the  prov- 
inces were  embodied  on  the  Canadian  side,  it  was 
hoped  that  no  serious  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  would  be  permitted  to  occur.  I  regret, 
however,  to  inform  you  that  an  outrage  of  a  most 
aggravated  character  has  been  committed,  accom- 
panied by  a  hostile  though  temporary  invasion  of  our 
territory,  producing  the  strongest  feelings  of  resent- 
ment on  the  part  of  our  citizens  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  in  the  whole  border  line,  and  that  the  excitement 
previously  existing  has  been  alarmingly  increased. 
To  guard  against  the  possible  recurrence  of  any  simi- 
lar act,  I  have  thought  it  indispensable  to  call  out  a 
portion  of  the  militia  to  be  posted  on  that  frontier. 
The  documents  herewith  presented  to  Congress,  show 
the  character  of  the  outrage  committed,  the  measures 
taken  in  consequence  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  resorting  to  them. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  subject  was  immedi- 
ately brought  to  the  notice  of  the  British  minister 
accredited  to  this  country,  and  the  proper  steps  taken 
on  our  part  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  of  all 
the  circumstances  leading  to  and  attendant  upon  the 
transaction,  preparatory  to  a  demand  for  repara- 
tion. I  ask  such  appropriations  as  the  circumstances 
in  which  our  country  is  thus  unexpectedly  placed 
require.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

WAsniNOTON,  Jan.  8,  1S38. 


Mr.  Rogers  to  the  President. 

BUPPALO,  Deo.  30,  ISSV. 

Sir  :  Our  whole  frontier  is  in  commotion,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  restrain  our  citizens  from 
revenging,  by  a  resort  to  arms,  this  flagrant  invasion 
of  our  territory.  Every  thing  that  can  be  done  will 
be  by  the  public  authorities  to  prevent  so  injudicious 
a  movement.  The  respective  sheriffs  of  Erie  and 
Niagara  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  calling  out 
the  militia,  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  prevent  any 
further  depredations. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  consideration. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ROGERS, 
District  Attorney  for  Erie  county. 
1 

State  of  New  York,  Niagara  county.,  ss. 

Gilman  Appleby,  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  being 
sworn,  says,  that  he  left  the  port  of  Buffalo  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  instant,  in  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, owned  by  William  Wells,  of  Buffalo,  and  bound 
for  Schlosser,  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  River, 
and  within  the  United  States.  That  this  deponent 
commanded  the  said  Caroline,  and  that  she  was 
cleared  from  Buffalo  with  a  view  to  run  between  said 
Buffalo  and  Schlosser,  carry  passengers,  freight,  etc. 
That  this  deponent  caused  the  said  Caroline  to  be 
landed  at  Black  Rock,  on  her  way  down ;  and  that, 
while  at  Black  Rock,  this  deponent  caused  the  Amer- 
ican fiag  to  be  run  up  ;  and  that,  soon  after  leaving 
Black  Rock  harbor,  a  volley  of  musketry  was  dis- 
charged at  the  Caroline  from  the  Canada  shore,  but 
without  injury.  That  the  said  Caroline  continued 
her  course  down  the  Niagara  River  unmolested,  and 
landed  outside  of  certain  scows  or  boats  attached  to 
Navy  Island,  where  a  number  of  passengers  disem- 
barked, and,  as  this  deponent  supposes,  certain  arti- 
cles of  freight  were  landed.  That  from  this  point 
the  Caroline  ran  to  Schlosser,  arriving  there  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  that,  between  this  time  and 
dark,  the  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Island, 
landing  as  before.  That,  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  this  deponent  caused  the  said  Caroline  to 
be  landed  at  Schlosser,  and  made  fast  with  chains  to 
the  dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  officers 
of  the  CaroUne  numbered  ten,  and  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  evening,  twenty-three  individuals,  all  of  whom 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  of 
the  Caroline,  and  requested  this  deponent  and  other 
officers  of  the  boat  to  permit  them  to  remain  on 
board  during  the  night,  as  they  were  unable  to  get 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  near  by ;  these  requests  were 
acceded  to,  and  the  persons  thus  coming  on  board 
retired  to  rest,  as  did  also  all  of  the  crew  and  officers 
of  the  Caroline,  except  such  as  were  stationed  to 
watch  during  the  night.  That  about  midnight,  this 
deponent  was  informed  by  one  of  the  watch  that 
several  boats  filled  with  men  were  making  towards 
the  Caroline  from  the  river,  and  this  deponent  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm,  and  before  he  was  able 
to  reach  the  deck  the  Caroline  was  boarded  by  some 
seventy  or  eighty  men,  all  of  whom  were  armed. 
That  they  immediately  commenced  a  warfare  with 
muskets,  swords,  and  cutlasses,  upon  the  defence- 
less crew  and  passengers  of  the  Caroline,  under  a 
fierce  cry  of  "  G — d  damn  them,  give  them  no  quar- 
ters ;  kill  every  man  ;  fire  !  fire  ! "  That  the  Caro- 
line was  abandoned  without  resistance,  and  the 
only  effort  made  by  either  the  crew  or  passengers 
seemed  to  be  to  escape  slaughter.  That  tliis  depo- 
nent narrowly  escaped ;    having    received   several 
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wounds,  none  of  which,  however,  are  of  a  serious 
character.  That  immediately  after  the  CaroUne 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  armed  force  who  boarded 
her,  she  was  set  on  fire,  cut  loose  from  the  dock, 
was  towed  into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  aban- 
doned, and  soon  after  descended  the  Niagara  Falls ; 
that  this  deponent  has  made  vigilant  search  after  the 
individuals,  thirty-three  in  number,  who  are  known 
to  have  been  on  the  Caroline  at  the  time  she  was 
boarded,  and  twenty-one  only  are  to  be  found,  one 
of  whom,  to  wit,  Amos  Durfee,  of  Buffalo,  was  found 
dead  upon  the  dock,  having  received  a  shot  from  a 
musket,  the  ball  of  which  penetrated  the  back  part 
of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the  forehead.  James 
H.  King  and  Captain  C.  P.  Harding  were  seriously, 
thitugh  not  mortally  wounded.  Several  others  re- 
ceived slight  wounds.  The  twelve  individuals  who 
are  missing,  this  deponent  has  no  doubt  were  either 
murdered  upon  the  steamboat,  or  found  a  watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  falls.  And  this  depo- 
nent further  says,  that  immediately  after  the  Caro- 
line was  got  into  the  current  of  the  stream  and  aban- 
doned, as  before  stated,  beacon  lights  were  discov- 
ered upon  the  Canada  shore,  near  Chippewa ;  and 
after  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  enable  the  boats 
to  reach  that  shore,  this  deponent  distinctly  heard 
loud  and  vociferous  cheering  at  that  point.  That 
this  deponent  has  no  doubt  that  the  individuals  who 
boarded  the  Caroline  were  a  part  of  the  British  forces 
now  stationed  at  Chippewa. 

GILMAN  APPLEBY. 

State  op  New  York,  Niagara  county,  ss. 

Charles  P.  Harding,  James  H.  King,  Joshua  H. 
Smith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wells,  John  Leonard,  Sylvanus  Staring,  and  John 
Haggarty,  being  sworn,  severally,  depose  and  say  that 
they  have  heard  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Gilman 
Appleby,  read ;  that  they  were  on  the  Caroline  at 
the  time  she  was  boarded  as  stated  in  said  afBdavit, 
and  that  all  the  facts  sworn  to  by  said  Appleby  as 
occurring  after  the  said  Caroline  was  so  boarded  as 
aforesaid,  are  correct  and  true. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Gen,  Scott, 
Department  or  War,  January  6,  1838. 

Sir  ;  You  will  repair,  without  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  assume  the  military 
command  there. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the 
Governors  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Vermont, 
requesting  thera  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  such  a  militia  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

This  power  has  been  confided  to  you  in  the 
full  persuasion  that  you  will  use  it  discreetly,  and 
extend  the  call  only  so  far  as  circumstances  may 
seem  to  require. 

It  is  important  that  the  troops  called  into  the 
service  should  be,  if  possible,  exempt  from  that 
state  of  excitement  which  the  late  violation  of  our 
territory  has  created,  and  you  will  therefore  impress 
upon  the  Governors  of  these  border  States  the  propri- 
ety of  selecting  troops  from  a  portion  of  the  State 
distant  from  the  theatre  of  action. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  legal  authority  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  to  restrain  persons  within  our 
jurisdiction,  and  who  ought  to  be  under  our  control, 
from  violating  the  laws,  by  making  incursions  into  the 
territory  of  neighboring  and  friendly  nations,  with 
hostile  intent.     I  can  give  you,  therefore,  no  instruc- 


tions on  that  subject;  but  request  that  you  will  give 
us  your  influence  to  prevent  such  excesses,  and  to 
preserve  the  character  of  this  Government  for  good 
faith,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  rights  of  friendly 
powers. 

The  militia  will  be  called  into  the  service  for  three 
months,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  in  your  re- 
quisitions you  will  designate  the  number  of  men,  and 
take  care  that  the  ofifieers  do  not  exceed  a  due  pro- 
portion. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  the  administrative 
branch  of  the  service  should  be  conducted,  wherever 
practicable,  by  officers  of  the  regular  army. 

The  disposition  of  the  force,  with  regard  to  the 
points  to  be  occupied,  is  confided  to  your  discretion, 
military  skill,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  amount  of  that  force  must  depend  upon 
the  character  and  duration  of  the  contest  now  going 
on  in  Canada,  and  the  disposition  manifested  by  the 
people  and  the  public  authorities  of  that  colony. 
■  The  President  indulges  a  hope  that  outrages,  similar 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Schlosser,  will  not 
be  repeated  ;  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  that  frontier  without  being  called  upon 
to  use  the  force  which  has  been  confided  to  you. 

3fr.  Poinsett  to  Gov.  Marcy. 
Department  op  War,  Jamiary  5,  1838. 

Sir:  The  territory  of  the  United  States  having 
been  violated  by  a  party  of  armed  men  from  the 
Canada  shore,  and  apprehensions  being  entertained, 
from  the  highly  excited  feelings  of  both  parties,  that 
similar  outrages  may  lead  to  an  Invasion  of  our  soil, 
the  President  has  thought  proper  to  exercise  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  law,  and  call  out  such  a 
militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  protect 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  by  the  President, 
to  request  you  will  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  place  under  the  command  of  Brevet 
Major-General  Scott,  such  militia  force  as  he  may  re- 
quire to  be  employed  on  the  Canada  frontier,  for 
the  purpose  herein  set  forth. 

[Same  to  his  Excellency,  Silas  H.  Jennison, 
Governor  of  Vermont,  Montpelier,  Vermont.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  Jan.  5,  183S-. 

Sir  :  By  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  this  Department  of 
an  extraordinary  outrage  committed  from  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  destruction  of  the  property,  and  assassination  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  soil  of  New  York, 
at  the  moment  when,  as  is  well  known  to  you,  the 
President  was  anxiously  endeavoring  to  allay  the 
excitement,  and  earnestly  seeking  to  prevent  any  un- 
fortunate occurrence  on  the  frontier  of  Canada,  has 
produced  upon  his  mind  the  most  painful  emotions 
of  eurpriso  and  regret.  It  will  necessarily  form  the 
subject  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  This  communication  is  made  to  you 
under  the  expectation  that,  through  your  instrumen- 
tality, an  early  explanation  may  be  obtained  from 
the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction  ;  and  that,  by  your  advice 
to  thoso  authorities,  such  decisive  precautions  may 
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be  used  as  will  render  the  perpetration  of  similar  acts 
hereafter  impossible.  Not  doubting  the  disposition 
of  the  Government  of  tipper  Canada  to  do  its  duty 
in  punishing  the  aggressors  and  preventing  future 
outrage,  the  President,  notwithstanding,  has  deemed 
it  necessary  to  order  a  sufficient  force  on  the  frontier 
to  repel  any  attempt  of  a  like  character,  and  to  make 
known  to  you  that  if  it  should  occur,  he  cannot  be 
answerable  for  the  effects  of  the  indignation  of  the 
neighboring  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HowAED  said,  that  seeing  tlie  President, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  Message,  called  for  an 
appropriation,  he  should  move  its  reference  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  otherwise 
he  should  have  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  related  to  the  call  for  appropriations 
he  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Geat  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
cusing the  deed  which  was  said  to  have  been 
done,  but  he  was  opposed  to  any  course  during 
the  present  state  of  things  which  would  have 
the  least  tendency  to  place  us  in  a  warlike 
position  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  TiLLisroHAST  thought  it  extremely  impor- 
tant that  the  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  North 
should  not  be  further  excited  by  discussions  in 
that  Hall.  No  gentleman  knowing  the  high 
and  liberal  policy  of  Great  Britain,  could  sup- 
pose that  she  would  refuse  to  discountenance 
and  deliver  up  those  murderers,  provided  the 
facts  alleged  were  properly  established.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  he  considered  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  ought  to 
be  protected  from  sucti  attacks,  and  not  to  be 
left  defenceless.  He  hoped  that  troops  would 
be  sent  immediately  to  preserve  the  peace,  and 
prevent  a  retaliation  from  our  own  people,  if 
possible,  still  more  violent.  But,  this  state  of 
things  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  more  than  a 
month  ago,  and  measures  provided  accordingly. 

Mr.  Beonson  regretted  to  see  that  there  was 
a  greater  disposition  to  make  war  on  the  Ad- 
ministration than  on  Great  Britain.  He  was 
as  much  averse  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain  as 
any  one,  but  he  could  not  restrain  his  surprise 
that  gentlemen  should  throw  the  whole  blame 
of  the  recent  occurrences  upon  the  Administra- 
tion. He  would  ask  if  the  Administration  had 
not  done  all  that  was  possible  it  could  do  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case?  Was  the 
Administration  to  be  blamed  for  the  peculiar 
situation  of  that  portion  of  our  frontier,  and 
because  a  party  from  the  other  side  had  come 
over  and  murdered  a  number  of  our  citizens  ? 
Until  within  the  last  thirty  days  there  were  no 
indications  in  that  quarter  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Executive  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  were  now  necessary. 

Mr.  KnETT  thought  the  House  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  at  the  matter  calmly,  and  as- 
certain who  was  to  blame.    Was  it  with  the 


Administration  ?  Oandor,  certainly,  would  de- 
clare not,  whilst  not  a  regular  soldier  was  avail- 
able at  its  command ;  and  the  civil  officers  on 
the  frontier,  who  had  been  called  upon  to 
repress  the  excitement,  appear  by  their  con- 
duct to  have  been  the  instruments  of  increasing 
and  continuing  it.  How,  sir,  asked  Mr.  K., 
had  the  difficulty  commenced,?  Was  it  not 
caused  by  a  fugitive  from  Canada,  a  traitor 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  for  whose 
head  a  price  had  been  offered,  coming  over  the 
lines  into  the  United  States,  and  in  open  day, 
in  the  streets  of  Buffalo,  by  his  inflammatory 
speeches,  inducing  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  take  up  arms,  and  assist  in  a  rebellion 
of  the  subjects  of  a  friendly  power,  who  was 
rightfully  endeavoring  to  maintain  her  institu- 
tions ?  This  fugitive  had  not  only  been  harbored 
and  entertained  by  us,  but  recruits  from  amongst 
our  citizens  were  openly  mustered  to  his  stand- 
ard. Now,  have  we  forgotten  the  laws  of 
nations  as  we  applied  them  when  Gen.  Jackson 
seized  upon  Pensacola,  because  her  authorities 
harbored  our  Indian  enemy,  and  furnished  them 
with  munitions  of  war  ?  He  then  ably  demon- 
strated, by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  that  for  such  a  cause 
we  had  a  right  to  take  possession  by  the  sword 
of  the  city  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  have  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo  done  less  than  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola?  Suppose  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  should  gather  together  upon  our  fron- 
tiers, in  combination  with  some  discontented, 
factious  citizens,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
overturning  our  republican  institutions — how 
would  we  bear  it  ?  and  how  would  we  tolerate 
the  idea  that  munitions  of  war,  provisions,  and 
fire-arms,  should  be  furnished  these  our  enemies 
by  British  subjects  ?  Unquestionably  we  would 
consider  ourselves  as  grossly  wronged,  and 
would  be  very  slow  in  recognizing  any  spirit 
of  friendship  as  dictating  such  measures. 

Mr.  Mbnieee  endeavored  to  show  that  greater 
causes  had  been  at  work,  previous  to  the  attack 
on  the  steamboat  Oaroline,  to  produce  the 
present  state  of  things.  He  alluded  at  some 
length  to  the  policy  of  this  Government  toward 
Mexico,  which,  he  contended,  had  engendered 
a  lawless  and  dishonorable  feeling  in  our  citi- 
zens, and  had  influenced  their  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  Canada.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  reference 
of  the  whole  subject  to  committees. 

Mr.  TiiOMSPON  said  he  would  not  prejudge 
the  case — he  would  not  rely  upon  newspapers 
and  ex  parte  statements  on  either  side ;  he 
wanted  information  in  an  authentic  form.  But 
if  that  statement  is  true,  (and  the  President 
seems  to  think  it  so,)  it  is  a  cold-blooded,  un- 
mitigated, and  savage  murder  of  unoffending 
American  citizens,  with  circumstances  of  atro- 
city unprecedented  among  civilized  nations, 
even  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  there  were  facts  which  would  excuse 
or  explain  the  statement  which  we  now  have. 
If  there  are  not,  no  disclaimer  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government,  no  atonement  by  that 
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Government  short  of  a  surrender  to  our  tri- 
bunals of  -the  ferocious  assassins,  should,  or 
•would  satisfy  the  American  people.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Menifee)  had  said 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  war ;  that  there 
was  no  principle  involved;  none  such  as  the 
right  of  search.  No  principle  involved !  Great 
God !  sir,  are  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no 
principle  involved  in  the  invasion  of  our  terri- 
tory by  a  hostile  band  of  another  nation,  and 
the  murder,  with  fiendish  atrocity,  of  our 
sleeping  and  unoffending  citizens  ?  The  gentle- 
man has  alluded  to  another  topic,  which,  al- 
though Mr.  T.  had  anticipated,  he  did  not  expect 
from  that  quarter.  The  gentleman  said  that 
the  course  of  our  Government  towards  Mexico 
had  been  infamous,  cowardly,  but  that  we  were 
now  about  to  be  forced  by  England,  our  peer, 
our  equal,  to  do  that  which  our  sense  of  justice 
had  not  prompted  towards  Mexico.  He  had  no 
wish  to  see  our  Government  presented  in  this 
light  to  the  civilized  world.  He  had  watched 
the  course  of  the  Administration  through  the 
whole  progress  of  the  war  in  Texas,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  prove  that  our  Government 
had  exerted  every  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  to  enforce  neutrality. 

The  laws  upon  that  subject  are,  in  the  main, 
penal,  not  preventive.  There  was  no  power 
to  prevent  our  citizens  from  expatriating  them- 
selves to  Texas  or  any  other  country,  nor  to 
prevent  them  from  bearing  arms  in  the  wars 
of  their  new  country.  Such  was  almost,  in 
every  instance,  the  case  with  our  citizens  who 
went  to  Texas.  Not  one  in  one  hundred  has 
gone  there  with  other  views  than  of  permanent 
settlement.  The  only  law  which  could  have 
prevented  this  was  the  act  of  1818,  forbidding 
enlistment  for  foreign  service.  In  all  cases, 
along  our  whole  border,  the  district  attorneys 
were  earnestly  and  repeatedly  urged  to  enforce 
the  law.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  Government.  It  resulted  from  a  universal 
sympathy  of  our  people  with  the  gallant  strug- 
gle of  the  Texans,  which  rendered  the  enforcing 
the  law  impossible.  Quid  voleant  leges  sine 
maribus.  You  never  can  enforce  a  law  which 
violates  the  general  feeling  of  the  country, 
without  breaking  down  the  most  sacred  guar- 
antee of  public  liberty — the  trial  by  jury.  So 
much,  sir,  for  the  infamous  violation  of  our 
neutrality,  for  which  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky desires  to  see  us  forced  to  a  different 
course  by  the  power  of  England.  I  agree  with 
my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Ehett,)  in  his 
reprehension  of  the  conduct  of  soma  of  our 
citizens  on  the  Canada  frontier.  Their  conduct 
is  not  only  wrong ;  it  is  criminal.  Every  citi- 
zen is  bound,  in  law  and  in  honor,  to  respect 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  his  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  political  crime  more  dan- 
gerous in  its  consequences  than  a  violation  of 
this  duty.  But  I  do  not  see  justification  or 
excuse  in  the  fact  of  some  of  our  citizens  hav- 
ing, as  individuals,  gone  to  Canada,  and  engaged 
in  the  insurrection,  for  an  armed  band,  said  to 


be  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  army,  invading 
our  soil,  and  murdering  our  citizens  who  were 
innocent  (and  such  is  the  statement)  of  any 
participation  in  the  war  now  raging  in  Canada. 
Mr.  Wise  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  of  reference ;  which,  being  ordered, 
the  question  was  taken  on  the  main  question, 
and  agreed  to. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  January  9. 

Message  from  the  President  —  British  Iniiasion 

of  American  Soil — Attach  upon  the  GaroliTie. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the 
recent  invasion  of  our  territory  on  the  Canada 
frontier,  and  destruction  of  the  lives  of  our 
citizens,  by  the  British  authorities  of  Upper 
Canada. 

[It  is  the  same  document  as  that  given  in  the 
House  proceedings  of  yesterday.] 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  Message  which  relates  to  an  appro- 
priation be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ei- 
nance  ;  and  that  the  other  portion  of  it,  relating 
to  our  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.     While  up,  Mr. 
C.  said  he  must  take  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
did  think  that  the  recent  outrage  committed 
on  the  soil  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
lives  of  its  citizens,  was  of  the  most  atrocious 
nature  in  its   character  and   consequences  — 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  not  in  the  slightest 
degree    palliated   by  any    thing  which  pre- 
ceded it.     And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  there  was  a 
character  of  deliberation  attending  it  which 
aggravates  the  enormity.     It  was  in  the  dead 
hour  of  the  night ;  it  w!is  from  a  shore  in  a 
belligerent  condition,  and  therefore  in  a  state 
of  constant  watchfulness ;  it  was  after  a  state 
of  preparation,  which  must  have  been  at  least 
three  or  four  hours,  showing  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  forces  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  the  destination  of  the  attacking  force. 
It  was  altogether  impossible  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  fact  that  this  vessel  was  lying  quietly 
at  anchor  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  therefore 
in  a  condition  which  could  not  justify  an  attack. 
It  was  under  all  these  circumstances  that  the 
attack  was  made.     Neither  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  aggregate,  nor  those  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  disturbed 
district,  nor  the   Government  of   the  United 
States,  had  done  any  thing  to  justify  this  most 
unparalleled  outrage.     I  want  no  further  evi- 
dence (said  Mr.  C.)  than  that  now  presented  to 
me,  to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify 
it.     It  was  to  be  regretted  (Mr.  C.  said)  that  in 
our  own  history  examples  had  been  furnished 
by  which   this  outrage  might    be    palliated. 
Without,  however,  adverting  to  them,  or  to  any 
recent  occurrences,  he  would  only  say  that  the 
true  ground  for  a  great  nation  to  place  itself 
on,  was  that  of  justice ;  that  it  should  respect 
the  rights  of  all  nations,  the  weak  as  well  as 
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the  powerful;  and  to  abstain  from  all  acts- 
which  might  hereafter  be  brought  up  as  pre- 
cedents against  them.  While  he  made  these 
remarks,  he  by  no  means  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  desiring  to  kindle  np  a  spirit  of  war 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain ;  though 
he  thought  that  ample,  promP,  and  full  in- 
demnity should  be  given  us.  He  should,  as 
much  as  any  man,  deplore  a  war ;  but,  looking 
to  the  vast  resources  of  our  country,  the  valor 
of  our  citizens,  and  our  achievements  in  former 
times,  he  would  not  fear  the  result. 

Mr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  hopes  that,  in  this 
early  stage,  and  before  we  were  fully  advised, 
that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  excite  the  feel- 
ings of  the  public  by  debating  the  subject,  which 
mTist  be  the  natural  result  of  such  a  course. 

The  late  difficulties  on  our  frontier  might,  by 
any  reasonable  person,  have  been  anticipated. 
There  are  so  many  ties  which  necessarily  bind 
the  feelings  of  the  population  on  either  and 
both  sides  of  the  boundary  line  on  that  part 
of  our  frontiers,  which  has  been  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  outrage,  that  any  attempt  by 
either  Government  to  oppress  such  population, 
would  call  forth  the  sympathies  of  the  other ; 
and  in  case  of  any  movement  in  Canada,  what 
could  we  expect  but  that  our  citizens  would 
take  part  with  the  inhabitants,  even  though 
their  wrongs  were  but  pretended,  in  case  due 
care  was  not  taken  by  Government  to  prevent 
such  interference  ? 

"What  more  distressing  event  could  come 
than  a  war  between  two  such  nations  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States?  The  human 
mind  cannot  conceive  of  a  greater  calamity. 
And  this  may  be  averted  by  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  all  the  facts  on  both  sides  of  the  subject 
as  now  presented  for  our  consideration.  Many 
wrongs  may  have  been  committed  by  our  citi- 
zens of  which  we  are  now  unadvised,  and  many 
palliations  may  be  produced  in  favor  of  the 
other  side. 

It  would  be  time  enough  to  discuss  the 
question  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  should  have  been  heard. 
We  should  be  then  better  advised  as  to  a  future 
course  of  conduct.  Mr.  C.  implored  the  Senate 
not  to  adopt  any  rash  or  hasty  measures. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  before  this  question 
went  out  of  the  Senate,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say  a  solitary  word  arising  out  of  it.  A 
statement  had  been  made  on  the  other  side  of 
the  chamber,  (by  Mr.  Clay,)  which  he  was 
unwUling  should  go  forth  to  the  world  uncon- 
tradicted. After  characterizing  this  outrage  in 
very  appropriate  language,  and  in  a  manner  be- 
coming an  American,  the  member  said,  as  it  had 
caught  his  ears,  that  "  this  outrage  had  a  pre- 
cedent in  our  conduct  towards  other  nations." 
Now,  lest  the  British  should  derive  an  excuse  for 
it,  from  hearing  it  said  in  this  chamber,  that  an 
example  for  this  outrage  had  been  given  by  our 
Government,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  say,  emphatically,  that  he  knew  of  no 
such  example  to  be  found  in  our  history. 
Vol.  XUI.— 37 


Thubsday,  January  11. 
Mr.  CaTJiowrHi  Eesolutions. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolu- 
tions was  resumed. 

Mr.  Clay,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Seviee, 
assented  to  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the 
clause  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Spain  of 
1819. 

Mr.  Clay  proposed  further  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  such  parts  as  relates  to  the  Indians, 
except  in  cases  where,  by  their  influence,  the 
institution  of  slavery  has  extended  north  of  the 
compromise  line. — (86  deg.  30  min.  N.  lat.) 

Mr.  Seviee  opposed  this  motion,  and  on  the 
question  being  taken,  the  result  was : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean,  Morris,  Merrick,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams, 
and  Young — 31. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Nicholas,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walk- 
er, and  White — 10. 

Mr.  EivES  moved,  as  an  amendment. 

Resolved,  That  any  interference  with  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in. 
which  it  may  exist,  is  inhibited  by  all  the  considera- 
tions in  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  Territories,  the  security  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  and  the  danger  to  the  Union,  which 
are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  resolution  as  forbid- 
ding any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia';  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  the  people  of  those  Territo- 
ries, when  admitted  into  the  Union  as  States,  will  be 
exclusively  entitled  to  decide  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  slavery  within  their  respective  limits  for 
themselves. 

The  question  resulted  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  Lump- 
kin, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Sevier,  Tipton,  and  White 
^10. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kling, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  • 
Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  WiUiaips,  Wright, 
and  Young — 29. 

The  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  in  which 
it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just  apprehen- 
sion in  the  States  sustaining  that  domestic  institution ; 
would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  such  Ten-itory,  who  have  been  permit- 
ted to  settle  with  and  hold  slaves,  because  the  people 
of  such  Territory  have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  therein,  and  because  that,  when  any  such 
Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  » 
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State,  the  people  thereof  -wiU  be  entitled  to  decide 
that  question  exclusively  for  themselves. 

The  question  on  its  adoption,  was  earned 
by—  ■- 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Eoane,. Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young — 34. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Eobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 
ster— 9. 


Feidat,  January  12. 
Mr,  Calhouri's  Resolutions. 

Mr.  OALnoTJN's  sistli  and  last  resolution  was 
then  taken  up,  when  Mr.  OALnouN  supported  it 
with  a  few  preliminary  observations. 

Mr.  Peestos  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  carried  by — 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
bert, Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Ilyon, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster, 
White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 35. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Young — 9. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  these  resolutions, 
as  they  passed  the  Senate : 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted,  seve- 
rally, as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ;  and 
that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased 
security  against  all  dangers,  domestic  as  well  as  for- 
eign, and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of 
its  advantages,  natural,  political,  and  social. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  eicrcised  by  the  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  those  powers  were  not  thus 

'  delegated,  and  are  alone  responsible  for  them  ;  and 
that  any  intfermeddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or 
a  combination  of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic 
institutions  and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground, 
political,  moral,  or  religious,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
version, is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  tending 
to  endanger  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  States  interfered  with,  subversive  of  the  objects 
for  which  the  constitution  was  formed,  and,  by  neces- 
sary consequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy 
the  Union  itself. 

•8.  Resolved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Union  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  which  they  had  delegated  by  the  constitution 


for  their  mutual  security  and  prosperity,  and  that  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers,  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  stability  and  security  of  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  States  that  compose  the  Union  • 
and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to 
resist,  to  the  e:Ant  of  its  constitutional  power,  all 
attempts  by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  as  an 
instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institutions  of 
another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such  institutions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Union, 
composes  an  important  part  of  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is  recog- 
nized as  constituting  an  imjjortant  element  in  the 
apportionment  of  powers  among  the  States,  and  that 
no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  it,  can  justify 
them  or  their  citizens  in  open  and  systematic  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States  respectively,  on  entering  into  the 
constitutional  compact  which  formed  the  Union,  and 
as  such  are  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  a  violation 
of  the  most  solemn  obligations. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  interference  by  the  citizens 
of  any  of  the  States,  with  the  view  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  District,  is  endangering  the  rights  and 
security  of  the  people  of  the  District,  and  that  any  act 
or  measure  of  Congress  designed  to  abolish  slavery 
in  this  District,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  faith  im- 
plied in  the  cessions  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  the  people  of  the 
slave-holding  States,  and  have  a  direct  and  inevitable 
tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  the  Union. 

And  Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress,  to 
abolish  slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States 
in  which  it  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm,  and 
just  apprehension,  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who  have 
been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slaves  therein, 
because  the  people  of  any  such  Territory  have  not 
asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein,  and  because 
when  any  such  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  entitled 
to  decide  that  question  exclusively  for  themselves. 

The  final  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  these  res- 
olutions, was: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of 
Ken.,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Eoane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walk- 
er, White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Toung — 35. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 
ster— 9. 

[The  debate  on  these  resolutions  was  deemed  so 
material,  that  each  speaker  drew  up  his  own  remarks 
after  the  current  debate  was  published,  and  placed 
them  in  the  Appendix  to  the  current  debate,  from 
which  they  are  now  taken  to  follow  the  subject  to 
which  they  belong.] 
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Wednesday,  January  8. 
Mr.  Calhoun's  Seaolutions. 

The  second  resolution  being  under  considera- 
tion, and  Mr.  Moeeis  having  moved  to  strike 
out  the  ■words  "  moral  or  religious ;  "  on  which 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays — 

Mr.  Yotjxa  said  that  he  had  risen  to  request 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Oarolioa 
(Mr.  Oalitoun)  to  insist  upon  the  form  of  the 
resolution  under  consideration  as  it  then  was. 
Why,  sir,  strike  out  the  words  political,  moral, 
or  religious,  when  it  is  known,  or  ought  to  be 
known,  that  this  is  the  identical  language  em- 
ployed by  the  Abolitionists  as  the  pretext  for 
interfering  with  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
South?  Shall  we  not  use  terms  as  forcible, 
and  as  expressive  of  the  object  we  have  in  view, 
as  have  been  used  by  them  to  propagate  their 
mischievous  doctrines,  which  have  well  nigh 
arrayed  one  section  of  the  Union  against  an- 
other ?  If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  President,  this  is 
also  the  language  of  the  Vermont  resolutions, 
of  which  we  have  had  notice.  This,  sir,  is  the 
very  ground  upon  which  the  Abolitionists  place 
the  argument— that  domestic  slavery,  in  every 
form,  is  "  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  peo- 
ple " — and  upon  this  ground  I  desire  to  meet 
them.  Yes,  sir,  the  question,  if  we  expect  to 
effect  any  good  purpose  by  those  resolutions, 
should  be  met  promptly  and  directly.  Gentle- 
men tell  us  that  the  object,  aim,  and  end  of 
these  memorials  is  abolition  ill  the  District  of 
Columbia — nothing  more.  Is  this  the  fact,  Mr. 
President  ?  On  the  contrary,  do  we  not  know, 
does  not  every  Senator  know,  that  this  move- 
ment in  the  District,  if  successful,  is  intended 
to  reach  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
under  whatever  form  it  may  exist  ?  It  is  but 
the  entering  wedge  to  their  grand  scheme  of 
universal  emancipation  and  elevation  through- 
out the  country.  Mr.  President,  how  can  we 
mistake  the  object,  if  we  look  into  the  numer- 
ous abolition  papers  which  are  continually 
laid  upon  our  tables,  (from  what  quarter,  or  at 
whose  expense,  I  know  not,)  and  which  are  as 
constantly  filled  with  the  grossest  misrepresen- 
tations and  perversions  of  the  Southern  charac- 
ter, as  connected  with  the  domestic  institution 
of  slavery,  as  it  exists  under  the  constitution  in 
that  portion  of  the  confederacy  ?  I  read  these 
papers,  sir ;  I  have  considered  their  purport, 
and  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
general  war  (a  moral  and  religious  one  if  you 
choose)  upon  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in 
the  South  and  South-western  States,  is  intend- 
ed. I  wish  the  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in- 
stead of  throwing  them  into  the  fire,  would 
read  them  also,  and  they  will  soon  discover,  if 
they  are  not  already  informed,  the  nature  of 
this  war,  and  the  weapons  to  be  employed  by 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contest,  the  better  to 
insure  the  victory.  Yes,  sir,  the  garb  of  reli- 
gion is  to  be  assumed,  and  under  that  specious 
pretext,  the  constitution  itself  is  to  be  first 


rent,  and  then  torn  to  pieces.  Mr.  President,  I 
reside  in  a  non-slaveholding  State ;  the  people 
of  that  State  are  essentially  in  favor  of  emanci- 
pation, and  I  am  proud  of  its  free  institutions. 
But,  sir,  as  much  as  we  prefer  freedom  to  sla- 
very, the  great  mass  of  our  inhabitants  are  as 
decidedly  opposed  to  all  interference  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  the  other  States  which 
differ  with  us  in  sentiment  on  this  all-impor- 
tant subject.  They  regard  slavery  as  it  exists 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
not  now  a  debatable  question.  But  the  State 
of  Illinois  has  not  left  her  sister  States  of  the 
South  to  doubt  and  conjecture  as  to  her  posi- 
tion on  this  great  question.  That  State,  by  its 
Legislature,  has,  in  the  solemn  form  of  resolu- 
tions, as  far  as  she  could  consistently  go  with- 
out infringing  the  constitutional  rights  of  her 
citizens,  stamped  its  seal  of  disapprobation  up- 
on the  doctrine  of  modern  Abolitionism  in  all 
its  forms. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Calhoun)  will  insist  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  it  is,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Moeeis,)  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  moral  or  religious,"  may  not  pre- 
vail. Strike  out  the  words  in  the  resolution, 
as  proposed  sir,  and  it  is  mutilated.  It  would 
not  meet  the  case  fully  as  it  is  presented. 


Thuesdat,  January  4. 
Mr.  Galliounh  Eesolutions. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun",  the 
third  of  the  series  being  before  them, 

Mr.  NoEVELL  rose  to  move  that  so  much  of 
the  third  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  as  pledged 
this  Government  to  give  "  increased  "  stability 
and  security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
States,  and  as  pronounced  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
"  strengthen  "  them,  be  erased  from  the  resolu- 
tion. It  would  then  read :  "  that  this  Govern, 
ment  was  instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several 
States  of  this  Union  as  a  common  agent,  in  or- 
der to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  which  they 
had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for  their 
mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this 
Government  is  based  so  as  to  exercise  its  pow- 
ers as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stability  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States 
that  compose  the  Union;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  all  at- 
tempts by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it  as 
an  instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such 
institutions." 

Slavery  in  this  country  was  entirely  a  domes- 
tic question.  Congress  conld  not  touch  it. 
The  States  in  which  slavery  was  still  tolerated 
had  never,  even  by  implication,  given  up  any 
portion  of  their  exclusive  power  over  the  whole 
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subject.  They  could  not,  with  any  regard  to 
their  own  safety,  permit  it  to  be  drawn  into 
question  by  their  sister  States,  or  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  It  was  not  a  subject  open  to 
discussion  with  a  view  to  legislation  anywhere 
but  in  the  States  recognizing  and  suffering  the 
existence  of  slavery.  Nor  could  Congress,  in 
his  opinion,  either  constitutionally,  or  consist- 
ently with  the  public  faith,  abolish  it  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  unless  the  people  of  the 
District  desired  it,  and  petitioned  for  it.  The 
District  was  ceded  to  Congress  by  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  on  the  condition  that 
the  rights  of  private  property,  as  before  exist- 
ing, were  to  be  held  sacred ;  and  the  United 
States  received  the  cession  upon  that  condition. 
The  power  granted  to  Congress,  to  "  exercise 
exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  the  District,"  conferred  no  authority  to 
violate  the  public  faith,  or  to  take  from  its  in- 
habitants their  property  without  their  consent. 
It  simply  and  clearly  meant,  that  legislative 
powers  could  be  exercised  by  no  other  body 
than  Congress  over  the  District.  It  meant  no 
more.  It  did  not  mean  that  Congress  could 
pass  any  law  dictated  by  its  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasure,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property, 
or  of  any  other  right  asserted  in  the  acts  of 
cession  to  the  United  States.  If  Maryland  and 
Virginia  had  imagined  that  this  question  would 
have  been  here  raised,  they  would  never  have 
ceded  the  District. 

But  taking  views,  as  he  did,  of  the  subject, 
he  could  not  agree  to  confer  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, by  implication,  any  right  to  give  increas- 
ed stability,  security,  and  sti'ength  to  the  do- 
mestic institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the 
Staters.  He  was  not  willing  to  pledge  this 
Government  so  to  administer  its  affairs  as  at  all 
to  interfere,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  with  a 
subject  which  the  constitution  had  not  confided 
to  it.  The  South  cannot  desire  this.  All  that 
the  South  asks  on  this  subject  is  to  let  her 
alone.  To  this  extent  he  would  cheerfully  pledge 
the  Government.  He  would  commit  it,  mind 
and  soul,  to  sustain  the  constitution  as  it  was ; 
to  protect  the  institutions  and  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  its  constitu- 
tional powers  would  authorize  it  to  go  for  that 
purpose.  The  resolution,  amended  as  he  pro- 
posed, was  strong  enough. 

Mr.  Calhotw  entertained  every  sentiment  of 
respect  for  the  feelings,  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  (Mr.  Norvell.)  He  believed  his  feel- 
ings were  sound  throughout,  and  were  based 
upon  sound  policy.  He  begged  leave  to  state 
his  reasons  for  inserting  the  words  "  the  seve- 
ral States,-"  etc.  It  was  his  belief  that  in  many 
things  it  was  admitted  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment that  the  States  had  separate,  distinct,  and 
vested  constitutional  rights.  In  this  belief  and 
understanding,  there  had  so  long  existed  a  gen- 
eral good  feeling  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, their  acts  were  in  all  things  correlative, 
and  were,  so  far  as  they  acted  together,  pro- 
moting individual  and  confederative  rights,  by 


which  course  of  action  each  ever  strengthened 
the  other,  and  tended  to  produce  union  and 
harmony  throughout ;  and,  what  was  more,  it 
tended  to  uphold  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  States. 

Every  one  must  admit,  continued  Mr.  C,  that 
the  quarantine  laws  were  wholly  under  the 
State  control,  while  the  laws  of  commerce  were 
controlled  wholly  by  Congress ;  yet  the  two 
were  inseparable,  and  each  depended  upon  the 
other.  Congress  never  claimed  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  regulation  of  one  branch,  nor  did 
the  Government  of  the  several  States  deny  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  other. 

During  the  French  Revolution,  an  insurrec- 
tion broke  out  in  the  French  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo among  the  blacks.  There  was  a  danger 
of  intercourse  and  interference  of  the  blacks  on 
the  island  and  those  of  our  States.  To  prevent 
this,  State  laws,  prohibiting  such  intercourse, 
were  passed.  These  laws  were  sanctioned  by 
Congress. 

There  was.  a  strong  analogy  in  this  case  to  ' 
the  one  now  under  discussion.  Congress  had 
here  passed  laws  distinctly  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  States.  In  farther,  illustration  he  would 
cite  the  laws  and  regulation  of  the  port  of 
Charleston :  his  position  was  hei-e  stiU  more 
strengthened.  He  alluded  to  the  prohibition 
of  black  sailors  on  board  vessels  trading  with 
that  port.  Congress  had  yielded  and  fully  as- 
sented to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  even 
the  British  Government  had  assented,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  propriety  of  such  enactments 
and  regulations.  Having  said  this  much,  for 
the  purpose  of  convincing  his  friend  from  Mich- 
igan, -(Mr.  NoEVELL,)  he  shoulfl  look  with  the 
greatest  confidence  for  his  vote  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  without  his  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NoEVELL  responded,  that  yesterday  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  transfer  this  whole  Abolition  war  to 
the  North  and  the  North-west ;  a  belief  that 
there  was  to  be  the  great  battle-ground  of  the 
conflict.  Could  that  honorable  Senator  then 
wish  to  weaken  the  hands,  to  impair  the  moral 
vigor,  of  those  who  were  to  fight  that  great 
battle  for  the  safety  of  the  South,  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union?  This  he  would  do,  if 
he  were  to  persist  in  requiring  us  to.  lend  our 
aid  to  "  increa.se  "  and  "  strengtiien  "  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery.  The  Senator  had  alluded  to 
the  perfect  beauty  and  harmony  of  our  system 
as  it  was.  For  this  very  reason  was  it,  that 
the  amendment  had  been  proposed.  It  was  to 
preserve,  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  beauty 
of  our  system,  that  this  Government  should  not 
be  required  to  go  beyond  the  maintenance  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  as  they 
exist  and  are  protected  by  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. The  Senator  had  iUustrated  his  views, 
by  adducing  special  cases  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  by  law  interfered  to  sustain  and 
strengthen  the  health  laws  of  the  States,  and  to 
protect  the  South  against  the  effects  of  the  agi- 
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tation  ia  St.  Domingo,  some  years  ago.  That 
was  all  proper ;  it  was  constitutional ;  but  the 
illustrations  did  not  sustain  the  general  propo- 
sition contained  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Peestoh'  said :  The  resolution  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  asserts  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  bound  to  protect  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  the  several  States.  This  ground  he 
never  wished  to  assume.  The  States  should  be 
suffered  to  maintain  and  protect  their  own  rights, 
and  their  own  institutions.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment was  rather,  in  his  opinion,  bound,  from 
its  very  nature,  not  to  intermeddle  with  these 
rights,  but  strictly,  and  in  every  instance,  to  heep 
hands  off.  To  illustrate  his  argument  he  would 
revert  to  some  few  of  these  institutions  in  various 
quarters.  One  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant domestic  institutions  of  Maryland  was 
the  State  Colonization  Society.  It  was  a  State 
corporation.  Would  his  colleague  wish  to  see 
the  direct  action  of  Congress  to  support  this 
institution  ?  Would  there  not  be  as  many  con- 
flicting sentiments  on  the  subject  as  upon  that 
of  domestic  slavery  ?  The  great  manufactories 
of  the  North  are  incorporated,  and  have  vast 
amounts  of  funds  invested ;  should  these  be 
either  directly  protected  or  invaded  by  Con- 
gress ? 

He  would  admit  that  Government  might  by 
its  action  contribute  to  establish  proper  secu- 
rity to  State  institutions,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  constitution,  and  with  State  rights 
and  enactments,  and  the  constitutions  of  the 
States,  but  no  further. 

Mr.  CALHOuif  was  willing  to  assept  to  the 
amendment,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
do  so.  He  would  make  any  concession  to  meet 
the  views  of  those  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of 
Abolition,  in  order  to  get  a  strong  vote  in  favor 
of  thegeneral  doctrines  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Pebston  followed  In  support  of  the 
opinions  he  had  expressed  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HrrBBAED  said :  The  avowed  purpose  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was,  that  the 
Senate  should  express,  by  resolution,  as  their 
deliberate  opinion,  that  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  or  any  inter- 
meddling of  any  portion  of  the  community, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  with  domestic 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Southern  States,  with 
a  view  to  its  alteration  or  subversion,  would  not 
only  be  grossly  unjust,  but  a  course  of  proceed- 
ing not  warranted  by  the  constitution.  This 
was  the  declared  object  of  the  Senator,  and  to 
all  this  he  most  readily  yielded  his  assent. 

He  need  not  assure  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  no  man  was  more  willing  than 
himself  to  carry  out  such  a  purpose — and  most 
cheerfully  would  he  support  any  resolution 
drawn  out  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  in  the 
most  forcible  language,  fully  to  express  such  a 
sentiment.  He  did  not  agree  with  Senators 
who  thought  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions.    Much,  wry  much, 


in  his  judgment,  would  be  accomplished  by 
agreeing  to  the  resolutions  (with  some  amend- 
ments) which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  If  this  did  not  go  far 
enough  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pebston)  expressed — if  they  would  not 
inspire  confidence  and  give  security  in  the 
South,  he  firmly  believed  that  their  adoption 
would  be  productive  of  much  good  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  He  represented  on  this 
floor,  with  his  respected  colleague,  one  of  those 
States ;  and  he  could  not  doubt  that  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions  substantially,  would 
tend  to  allay  in  that  quarter,  the  spirit  of  Abd^ 
litionism — would  be  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
telligence and  to  the  patriotism  of  the  free  cit- 
izens of  the  North ;  and  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  doubt  that  they  would  have  a  control- 
ling influence  upon  the  course  and  conduct  of 
the  Abolitionists  themselves.  If  the  adoption 
of  that  resolution  would  not  directly  influence 
the  action  of  the  Abolitionists,  they  could  not 
fail  to  produce  a  powerful  effect  on  public 
opinion ;  and  through  the  influence  of  popular 
sentiment  would  this  fell  spirit  of  fanaticism  be 
stayed.  He  was  therefore  prepared  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  carrying  out 
the  purpose  avowed.  But,  while  he  was  thus 
prepared  to  give  his  support  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  honorable  Senator — believing,  as  he  con- 
scientiously did,  that  their  adoption  would  do 
good  at  home — he  could  not  agree  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  third  resolution,  as  the  Senator  had 
drawn  it.  It  went  further  than  he  was  willing 
to  go.  His  doctrine  had  been,  ever  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  that  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  North  "  to  let  the  whole 
matter  alone."  That  the  institution  of  domes- 
tic slavery,  as  it  existed  in  the  Southern  section 
of  the  Union,  was  no  concern  of  theirs.  He 
would  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  resolution,  not  that  it  was  objec- 
tionable to  himself  as  it  was ;  but  the  altera- 
tion, he  was  satisfied,  would  make  it  more  ac- 
ceptable to  some  of  its  friends.  He  would  have 
that  part  of  the  resolution  read — "  that  this 
Government  was  instituted  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
the  mutual  benefit  and  prosperity  of  the 
States." 

He  would  not  press  this  alteration,  but  he 
was  assured  that  it  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  some  friends  in  that  form.  It  would  receive 
his  support,  whether  altered  or  whether  it  re- 
mained unchanged  in  this  particular;  but  he 
felt  a  great  solicitude  to  have  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Michigan  adopt- 
ed. Such  would  be  the  import  of  the  resolu- 
tion, without  the  amendment,  that  he  could  not 
(friendly  as  he  was  to  the  object)  vote  for  it. 
The  resolution  declares,  in  substance,  "  that 
this  Government  is  bound  so  to  exercise  its 
powers  as  to  give,  as  Jar  as  may  ie  practicable, 
increased  stability  and  security  to  the  institit- 
tion  of  domestic  slavery ;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  all  at- 
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tempts  to  weaken  or  destroy,  but  is  bound  to 
strengthen  and  to  uphold  the  institution  of  do- 
mestic slavery.''''  He  was  sure  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  could  not  ask  this  at  his 
hands. 

Mr.  Prestou  inquired  how  the  resolution 
would  read  were  the  amendment  adopted? 

Mr.  BncnANAN  remarked,  "  Exactly  right.''' 

Mr.  Calhoun  announced  his  full  assent  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following 
as  a  proviso  to  the  third  resolution,  on  which 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  : 

"  Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  these  reso- 
lutions shall  be  construed  or  understood  as  express- 
ing an  opinion  of  this  Senate  adverse  to  these  funda- 
mental principles  of  this  Government,  '  That  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
That  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition 
the  Government  for  redress  of  grievances,  shall  never 
be  abridged.  That  error  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated 
while  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  That  the 
Union  must  be  preserved.'  But,  on  the  contrary, 
all  those  constitutional,  fundamental,  and  political 
truths,  are  expressly  recognized  by  this  Senate." 

Mr.  OALnouN  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  should  attempt  to  em- 
barrass the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  by  the 
introduction  of  an  abstract  proposition,  not  rele- 
vant, and  not  calculated  to  have  any  salutary 
effect.  If  the  resolutions  were  incorrect  in 
principle,  vote  them  down ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  they  were  based  on  proper  constitutional 
ground,  why  not  sustain  them  in  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  which  all  must  admit  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  denied  that  he  had 
ever  on  any  occasion,  in  that  or  any  other 
body,  sought  to  do  by  indirect  means  what  he 
could  do  directly.  He  said,  if  the  proviso  was 
but  an  abstraction,  as  it  had  been  named,  the 
resolution  itself  was  no  more ;  one  abstraction 
was  surely  as  good  as  another ;  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate is  to  be  engaged  in  building  up  abstractions, 
those  which  he  now  offered  were  too  important 
to  be  overlooked ;  they  were  the  abstractions 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  might  be 
safely  deemed  as  worthy  of  attention  as  the 
more  modern  ones  of  present  Senators. 

Mr.  Cauiotjn  observed  that  he  had  said 
nothing  of  the  truth  or  error  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  proviso,  but  had  simply  enter- 
ed his  protest  against  its  being  attached  to  his 
resolutions.  Was  there  any  thing  in  bis  reso- 
lutions that  infringed  the  right  of  speech  or  the 
freedom  of  the  .press  ?  When  that  was  aimed 
at,  it  would  then  be  time  to  make  the  objection. 
He  had  said  before,  and  would  repeat  it,  that 
the  only  object  was  to  have  a  common  ground 
on  which  all  might  stand.  North  as  well  as 
South,  to  repel  aggression. 

Mr.  YoiiNG,  of  Illinois,  said :  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Phestos,)  in  speak- 


ing of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  slavery,  says  "  hands 
off"  as  to  the  slave-holding  States,  and  they  will 
take  care  of  themselves.  He  not  only  denies 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  secure 
and  protect  the  State  institutions  in  every  case, 
and  under  every  variety  of  circumstances,  but 
solemnly  protests  against  lis  exercise,  as  an 
unwarrantable  and  uncalled-for  interference. 
Now,  sir,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what  construc- 
tion he  gives  to  the  third  clause  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution, 
which  provides  that  '•'■  no  person  held  to  service 
or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  es- 
caping into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any 
law  therein,  "be  discharged  from  such  service  or 
labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due  f" 
Suppose  the  act  of  1793,  passed  in  pursuance 
of  this  provision  in  the  constitution  to  enable 
owners  to  reclaim  their  fugitive  slaves,  should 
be  repealed ;  that  the  General  Government 
should,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Senator,  act  upon  the  principle  of  "  hands  off" 
in  future ;  and  one  of  the  slaves  of  South  Caro- 
lina, owing  service  under  the  laws  of  that  State, 
should  escape  into  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio,  and 
should  be  protected  there,  in  what  way  would 
the  honorable  Senator  reclaim  him?  Would 
he  march  an  army  against  the  offending  State, 
and  make  recapture  vi  et  armis — with  force  of 
arms  ?  Surely  not,  sir.  But,  Mr.  President,  I 
believe,  upon  reflection,  that  the  Senator  did 
say  something  about  his  remedy,  and  that  rem- 
edy, if  I  mistake  not,  was  to  hang  the  offender 
if  caught'  within  their  borders.  I  deny,  sir, 
that  any  power  exists  in  any  of  the  States  to 
punish  even  Abolitionists  for  supposed  offences 
committed  in  any  other  State.  The  same  con- 
stitution which  secures  to  the  slave-holder  the 
right  of  going  into  a  non-slaveholding  State  to 
recover  his  fugitive  slave,  equally  protects  the 
Abolitionist  in  the  privilege  of  going  into  a 
slave-holding  State,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  pro- 
vided he  commits  no  offence  against  the  laws 
of  such  State  during  his  stay  within  its  limits. 
It  has  been  denied  here,  again  and  again,  that 
the  Abolitionists  have  any  designs  upon  the  in- 
stitution of  domestic  slavery  in'  the  States.  I 
am  astonished  that  the  Senators  from  these 
States  should  not  have  detected,  and  exposed 
in  a  proper  manner,  one  design  at  least,  of  a 
highly  important  character,  which,  if  not  check- 
ed and  rebuked  in  time,  is  calculated  to  inflict 
a  fatal  blow  upon  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
this  Union.  I  understand,  sir,  that  under  that 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  which  I  referred 
as  providing  a  remedy  in  cases  of  fugitive 
slaves,  the  Abolitionists  contend  that  it  is  the 
rightful  province  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and 
not  of  Congress,  to  provide  that  remedy ;  and 
that,  acting  under  this  supposed  influence,  one 
at  least  of  the  State  Legislatures  (that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts) had  already  interfered  so  far  as  to 
provide  for  a  trial  by  jury  in  such  cases.  I 
would  inquire  of  the  honorable  Senators  from 
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that  State  (Messrs.  "Webstee  and  Davis)  wheth- 
er such  is  the  fact  or  not  ? 

[Both  the  Senators  having  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  law  or  proceeding,  Mr.youifG 
proceeded :] 

Then,  Mr.  President,  I  have  been  misinform- 
ed in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  many  of  the 
Abolitionists  who  would  not  intentionally  mis- 
take the  truth,  have  also  been  misinformed  and 
imposed  on ;  for  such  has  been  the  belief. 
But,  sir,  this  much  I  know  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, that  Abolitionists  are  required  to  circu- 
late memorials  addressed  to  their  State  Legisla- 
tures, requesting  the  passage  of  laws  to  secure 
the  trial  by  jury,,  under  State  authority,  in  all 
such  cases.  '  I  handed  to  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Oalhotjit)  a  few  days  since 
a  paper  containing  the  form  of  one  of  these 
memorials,  which  was  given  to  me  by  a  profess- 
ed Abolitionist,  (and  who  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
all  other  respects,  a  Christian  and  a  worthy 
man,)  as  containing  an  exhibition  of  their  prin- 
ciples, motives,  and  actions,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  direct  attack  is  in  this  way  intended 
against  that  leading  principle  in  the  constitu- 
tion, which  alone  secures  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  this  great  interest  of  the  South. 
And  yet  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Peeston)  saya  "  hands  off'''' — that  they  want 
none  of  our  interference  from  the  free  States. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  why  are  these  resolutions 
here  ?  Why  are  we  of  the  free  States  solicited 
to  participate  in  their  consideration,  and  finally 
to  vote  upon  them,  if  the  South  requires  no 
aid  at  our  hands  ?  Sir,  we  too  are  interested 
in  settling  .great  constitutional  questions;  and 
being  interested,  will  exercise  our  privilege  of 
debating  these  propositions,  if  we  choose  to  do 
so,  and  of  voting  afterwards  in  such  manner  as 
our  judgment  may  direct  for  the  good  of  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  desire,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  this  provision  in  the  constitution, 
and  the  construction  now  put  upon  it  by  the 
Abolitionists  and  their  advocates,  may  not  be 
overlooked. 

Mr.  Peestok  expressed  some  doubt  in  regard 
to  such  help  as  the  Senator  just  up  had  propos- 
ed. If  the  Government  should  not  protect  the 
interests  of  the  South  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution,  they  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves. The  gentleman  had  admitted  that  a 
slave  could  not  be  recovered  by  an  abolition 
jury  in  Pennsylvania,  or  other  non-slavehold- 
ing  State ;  and  yet  he  demanded  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  should  extend  its  protection 
to  incendiaries  within  the  slave-holding  States. 

Mr.  Allen"  said  it  appeared  to  him  there  was 
a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  have  this  discussion  as  limited  as  possible, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  source  of  regret  to  him 
to  observe  the  attempts  made  to  embarrass  these 
resolutions  in  their  progress.  He  had  deter- 
mined to  offer,  after  the  resolutions  had  been 
passed,  the  following  amendment,  to  be  ap- 
pended : 

"  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  is  in- 


tended to  recognize  the  right  of  Congress  to  impair 
in  any  manner  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press, 
or  the  right  of  petition,  as  secured  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  citizens  of  the  several  States,  within  their 
States  respectively." 

But  the  course  taken  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana would  induce  him  to  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proviso,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  ^[provided"  and  insert  what  he  had  just 
read. 

Mr.  Calhotin-  was  willing  to  yield  every  inch 
of  ground  that  he  could,  to  fortify  those  who 
saw  the  danger  that  was  pending,  and  wished 
to  meet  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He  could  have 
wished  his  resolutions  to  have  passed  as  ho 
originally  drafted  them ;  but  that  spirit  of  con- 
cession which  he  felt  under  the  responsibility 
he  had  assumed,  would  induce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Allen",)  because  not  adverse  to  the  spirit  of  his 
resolutions,  and  because  it  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  reconcile  others  not  otherwise  dispos- 
ed to  sustain  them. 

Mr.  MoEErs,  adverting  to  remarks  which  had 
been  made  relating  to  the  punishment  of  Abo- 
litionists by  State  laws,  said  he  regarded  this 
and  other  similar  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate,  as  subversive  of  all  free- 
dom, and  of  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
He  insisted  that  all  classes  of  men  had  an  im- 
prescriptible right,  above  all  government,  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  repelled  the  imputation  that  those  who 
were  unfriendly  to  these  resolutions  were  in 
any  way  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  defend  the  right  of  all 
men  to  trial  by  jury,  which  right,  he  insisted, 
was  expressly  guaranteed  by  the  constitution. 
And  if  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  belongs  to 
every  citizen,  on  what  pretext  could  a  free 
State  deny  this  right  to  any  man  within  such 
State  ?  Could  the  State  deny  it  on  pretext  of 
color  ?  Or  could  it  be  denied  or  refused  on  ac- 
count of  the  oath  of  another  man  who  might 
swear  that  any  other  man  was  his  property? 


Peidat,  January  5. 
Mr.  CalhomHa  Besolutions. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Allen's  substi- 
tute for  Mr.  Smith's  proviso  to  the  third  reso- 
lution, which  substitute  required  that  the  reso- 
lution should  not  so  be  construed  as  in  any  way 
to  impair  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press 
or  the  right  of  petition — 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Clay  of  Ky.,  Crittenden,  Cuth. 
bert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Ldnn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Eives,  Koane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con..  Southard,  Strange, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  Young— 32. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Knight,  McEean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall— 14. 

Mr.  MoEEis  offered  an  addition  to  this  reso- 
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lution,  declaring  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
speak,  write,  print,  and  publish  any  thing  what- 
ever, was  indisputable ;  and  that  they  were 
amenable  only  to  the  State  in  which  they  might 
be  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  said :  Mr.  Allen's  amendment 
covered  the  whole  constitutional  ground  on 
this  subject ;  and  Mr.  0.  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  accept  it  on  this  ground,  that  it  would  tend 
to  fortify  the  Senators  of  the  North,  in  relation 
to  their  votes  in  favor  of  these  resolutions. 
He  was  willing  so  to  fortify  them ;  and  he 
would  agree  to  any  amendment  which  would 
not  impair  the  ijrinciples  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  MoEEis  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  or 
driven  from  the  course  which  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  by  an  allusion  of  an  intention 
to  embarrass  this  body  or  any  other.-  He,  as 
well  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  knew 
what  he  was  about,  and  understood  his  own 
course ;  and  he  would  be  here  free  and  un- 
shackled, and  exempt  from  all  party  restraints, 
as  an  American  citizen  ought  to  be,  and  would 
express  freely  and  fully  his  opinion  on  every 
subject  before  this  body.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  am 
I  at  liberty  to  say  what  was  intended  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  ? 

The  Ohaje  said,  to  do  so  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  not  then  suppose  that 
the  resolutions  themselves  were  intended  for 
greater  and  more  remote  objects  than  those 
expressed ;  but  it  was  legitimate  to  speak  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  must  and  would  lead. 
In  the  arguments  here  on  the  liberty  of  speech, 
changes  were  continually  rung  on  the  IJnion. 
Now  it  was  a  question  whether  the  resolutions 
themselves  had  not  a  strong  squinting  to  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union.  It  was  not  for  Mr.  M. 
to  say  that  they  were  intended  to  produce  that 
effect,  but  they  would  be  judged  of;  and 
whether  or  not  they  went  to  establish  the  doc- 
trine that  the  States  were  independent  of  each 
other,  Mr.  M.  would  not  now  fully  discuss ;  but 
he  believed  they  would  operate  to  confirm  thai 
doctrine.  The  question  was,  whether  the  doc- 
trines of  Mr.  M.'s  amendment  were  true.  Was 
the  right  of  a  citizen  indisputable  to  speak, 
write,  print,  publish,  on  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions of  other  States  ?  I  say  it  is  so ;  it  is  the 
i-ight  of  every  citizen.  If  that  right  is  put 
down  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  I  must  sub- 
mit to  those  laws,  and  I  ask  now  that  I  may 
know  what  liberty  they  will  leave  me.  I  de- 
sire to  know  this  by  the  vote  on  my  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  the  question  will  not  be 
evaded,  that  I  may  know  how  much  I  am  to  be 
abridged  of  these  privileges. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said,  when  he  offered 
the  amendment  he  intended  merely  to  record 
his  vote,  leaving  other  Senators  to  discuss  the 
matter.  Nor  should  he  now  be  driven  from 
the  course  he  had  originally  marked  out  for 
himself,  was  it  not  for  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  That 
Senator  had  thought  proper  to  intimate  that  he 
(Mr.  S.)  had  moved  the  amendment  for  the  pui'- 


pose  of  defeating  the  resolutions  by  indirection. 
He  would  say  to  the  Senator  that  he  had  whol- 
ly mistaken  the  character  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment.  He  could  assure  the  Senator  that 
he  would  never  resort  to  indirection  to  defeat 
any  measure.  He  feared  no  other  responsibility 
than  that  which  he  was  to  meet  in  his  State, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties  ;  and  even 
there  he  had  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that  in 
this  instance  he  was  representing  the  wishes  of 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people.  The 
Senator  had  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  collection  of  mere  abstrac- 
tions. Sir,  can  the  Senator  be  serious  ?  "What 
are  his  whole  resolutions  but  abstractions? 
Have  there  been  any  petitions  or  memorials  re- 
ferred on  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tions ?  Were  the  resolutions  reported  by  a 
committee  ?  Was  it  intended  by  the  mover  to 
ingraft  any  legislative  enactment  upon  them? 
No,  sir;  they  are  the  mere  abstract  effusions 
of  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  himself;  and  yet 
the  Senator  objects  to  the  amendment  because  it 
expresses  abstract  opinions.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
gives  us  one-sided  abstractions,  can  he  object 
to  be  met  by  abstractions  on  the  other  side? 
If  abstractions  are  to  be  resolved  here,  let  us 
have  the  whole  of  them ;  let  us  not  affirm  a 
part  of  a  creed,  and  not  the  whole. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter;  he 
could  see  no  good  that  could  possibly  grow  out 
of  these  resolutions,  and  they  may  do  much 
harm.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  constitu- 
tion and  its  exposition  with  the  people ;  it  was 
plain  enough  for  him,  and  he  would  say  to  the 
mover  of  these  resolutions,  that  if  that  instru- 
ment did  not  give  the  necessary  security  to  the 
domestic  institutions  of  the  States,  no  resolves 
of  this  body  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  it  could  do  it.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Moheis,)  had  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press  by  the  resolutions, 
and  that  Senator,  a  few  minutes  ago,  stated 
that  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  amendment  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
offered  ;  if  he  was  mistaken  in  the  admissions 
of  the  Senator,  he  would  correct  him. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  had  neither  denied  nor 
admitted  their  truth.] 

Then,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  important  that  the 
Senate  should  either  deny  or  admit  them.  The 
Senator  says  that  the  amendment  is  intended  to 
overthrow  his  resolutions  by  indirection.  Does 
not  the  Senator  see  that  he  admits  away  his 
whole  case,  that  his  argument  proves  too  much  ? 
For,  if  the  amendment  be  true,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  it  are  orthodox,  and  if,  as  the 
Senator  admits,  they  are  antagonistical  to  his 
resolutions,  it  follows  of  course  that  the  resolu- 
tions cannot  be  correct  in  principle.  If  the 
two,  the  amendment  and  the  resolutions,  can- 
not stand  together,  which  must  fall  ?  The  first 
part  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.    Is  it  possible,  at 
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this  day,  that  tlie  memorable  and  glorious 
declaration  of  those  departed  statesmen  and 
heroes,  which  stimulated  the  people  of  the  in- 
fant colonies  to  deeds  of  glory  and  renown,  and 
which  has  heen  thought  worthy  to  form  a  part 
of  the  constitution  of  the  several  States,  is  it  to 
be  set  aside  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
to  give  place  to  the  new-fangled  doctrines  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina?  The  next 
provision  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from 
the  first  section  of  the  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  principles 
contained  in  it  were  considered  so  important, 
that  it  was  thought  necessary  to  incorporate  it 
in  the  constitution  by  an  amendment,  as  it  was 
omitted  in  the"  original.  Are  these  principles 
also  to  be  set  aside,  denied,  repudiated,  abro- 
gated, and  contemned  by  this  Senate,  because, 
forsooth,  they  are  antagonistical  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina? 
These,  with  the  next  provision  in  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  copied  from  Mr.  Jefferson's 
inaugural  address,  are  altogether  worthy  of  the 
high  source  from  which  they  emanated ;  they 
are  just  such  principles  as  freemen  must  cherish. 
They  recognize  the  doctrines  for  which  the 
patriots  and  sages  of  the  Eevolution  contended 
in  that  glorious  struggle  The  equality  of  man, 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the 
right  to  assemble  together  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner to  consult  on  their  common  good,  and  to 
petition  the  Government  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, tolerating  error  of  opinion,  but  leaving 
reason  free  to  combat  it — "  error  of  opinion 
may  be  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it."  Yes,  sir,  error  of  opinion  is  not, 
in  this  country,  to  be  met  or  put  down  by  the 
resolutions  and  opinions  of  this  body  alone,  un- 
less our  acts  are  seconded  by  public  opinion. 
Sir,  these  declarations  of  the  sage  of  Monticello 
should  have  a  resting-place,  and  should  be  nour- 
ished in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  Yes, 
sir,  combat  error  of  opinion  by  reason,  not 
by  gag  laws,  not  by  mobs,  not  by  inquisitions, 
not  by  establishing  censorships  over  the  press, 
not  by  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  but  by 
reason,  holding  the  parties  responsible  for  the 
abuse  of  all  these  privileges,  or  rather  rights, 
to  the  party  aggrieved ;  and  then  the  question, 
what  are  and  what  are  not  errors  of  opinion, 
must  be  left  to  the  final  arbiters — the  people, 
where  they  must  be  left  in  every  country  where 
liberty  dwells.  The  last  clause  of  his  amend- 
ment was  the  celebrated  saying,  he  believed  it 
was  a  toast  on  a  public  occasion,  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Jackson,  "  the  Union,  it  must  be  preserv- 
ed." He  (Mr.  S.)  had  called  this  a  political 
truth  in  the  amendment.  Was  he  mistaken  in 
the  character  he  had  given  it?  He  believed 
not.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  only  a 
political  truth,  but  it  was  a  truth  that  met  the 
hearty  approbation  of  every  sane  mind  in  the 
nation ;  and,  while  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  pressing  his  resolutions — in  almost 
every  one  of  which  a  reference  is  made,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  to  the  possibility  of  weak- 


ening or  destroying  the  Union — is  it  not  proper, 
nay,  more,  is  it  not  demanded,  of  this  body,  to 
reaffirm  that  most  vital  political  truth,  "the 
Union  mmt  be  preserved  ?  "  Yes,  sir,  if  we 
resolve  any  abstractions,  how  can  we  do  less 
than  to  point  our  countrymen  to  these  truths, 
and  to  say  to  them,  in  the  name  of  our  country, 
Liberty  and  Union  are  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  Jorezer.  "Why  do  Senators  object'  to 
its  adoption  ?  Why  not  let  the  whole  go  to  the 
people  together  ?  Are  gentlemen  afraid  to  trust 
them  ?  If  our  opinions  on  these  abstract  ques- 
tions are  worth  any  thing  to  the  people,  let  us 
give  them  the  whole  of  this  matter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  afraid  to  trust  them. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Bataed) 
had  in  part  torn  the  mask  from  the  first  one  ; 
he  had  clearly  shown  that  it  embodied  the 
principles  of  nullification  as  they  are  undei'- 
stood  in  the  State  from  which  the  mover  came. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  entirely  concurred  in  that  opinion. 
But  that  was  not  the  only  principle  involved  in 
the  resolutions  to  which  he  objected.  In  his 
mind  it  was  clear  that  they  strike  at  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  the  right 
of  the  people  to  assemble  peaceably  to  consult 
their  common  good,  and  to  petition  their  Gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievances.  It  will  be 
seen  by  Senators  that  they  deny  the  right  of 
the  States  to  "  intermeddle  "  with  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  other  States.  Now,  sir, 
what  does  the  word  "  intermeddle,"  as  it  is  here 
used,  mean?  Does  it  merely  mean  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  right  to  go 
into  the  slave-holding  States  and  excite  an  in- 
surrection, or  otherwise  interfere  with  that 
domestic  institution?  If  so,  it  had  his  most 
hearty  approbation.  But  if  the  meaning  was, 
as  he  believed  it  to  be,  that  to  speak,  write, 
print,  or  petition,  in  the  free  or  non-slavehold- 
ing  States,  on  any  subject  connected  with  sla- 
very, is  "  intermeddling  "  with  that  institution, 
then  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether  the 
constitutional,  fundamental,  and  political  truths 
contained  in  his  amendment  were  not  directly 
controverted  by  the  resolutions. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  contain  all  the  princi- 
ples of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  known  as 
the  gag  laws  of  the  elder  Adams,  in  a  much 
more  odious  form.  The  pretext  for  the  enact- 
ment of  those  laws,  history  tells  us,  for  his  age 
prevented  him  knowing  any  thing  personally 
of  the  matter,  was,  that  the  Government  and 
its  officers  had  been  maliciously  and  wantonly 
assailed  in  meetings,  in  speeches,  through  the 
press,  by  caricatures  and  otherwise ;  that  the 
people  were  instigated  and  moved  by  foreign 
emissaries  hostile  to  our  Government ;  that  it 
was  calculated  to  bring  the  Government  and  its 
officers  into  disrepute  with  the  people,  and 
weaken,  if  not  eventually  destroy  the  Union. 

What  was  the  ground,  Mr.  President,  occu- 
pied by  the  Jeffersonian  party  of  that  day  ?  It 
was  the  very  same  which  has  been  so  frequent- 
ly quoted,  and  which  Mr.  Jefferson  perpetuated 
by  incorporating  in  his  inaugural  address,  "  er- 
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ror  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  while  reason  is 
left  free  to  combat  it."  "What  is  the  pretext 
for  these  resolutions  ?  The  same,  the  very  same 
that  produced  the  gag  laws.  If  the  freedom 
of  speech  is  tolerated,  if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  not  abridged,  if  the  right  of  petition  is 
not  silenced  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  if 
the  people  in  these  States  speak,  write,  print, 
assemble  or  petition  on  any  subject  .connected 
with  slavery,  they  are  "  intermeddlmg  "  with 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South,  and  fall 
within  the  denunciations  of  these  resolutions, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  Union  is  endanger- 
ed, by  arraying  one  people  against  another. 
Look  at  your  leading  party  presses  every- 
where :  do  they  not  publish  daily  inflamma- 
tory, and,  not  unfrequently,  false  matter,  calcu- 
lated to  array  the  people  against  each  other, 
and,  in  the  language  of  these  resolutions,  to 
weaken  the  Union  ?  And  yet  who  is  prepared 
to  establish  a  censorship  over  the  press  ?  He 
would  not  say  who,  but  he  would  say,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  resolutions  under  consideration 
assert  the  principle  in  terms  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood. He  (Mr.  S.)  was  asked  why  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  ?  He  had  many  reasons 
for  introducing  it.  He  would  give  a  few  of 
them ;  first,  because  he  wished  the  antidote  to 
go  with  the  poison ;  if  either  was  to  be  sent 
forth  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Eepublio.  Sec- 
ondly, because  the  principles  contained  in  the 
amendment  were  such  as  he  loved  to  recur  to 
and  cherish.  Because  he  had  some  anxiety  to 
ascertain  whether  the  ancient  landmarks  were 
still  left  standing  amidst  the  revolution  of  par- 
ties, or  whether  they  had  been  erased  by  the 
political  tornado  that  has  swept  over  the  land ; 
whether  he  had  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  history  of  his  country  in  vain ;  wheth- 
er those  doctrines  and  fundamental  principles 
have  become  too  old-fashioned  for  the  times, 
and  whether  he  had  to  study  a  new  political 
creed  before  he  could  discharge  his  duty  to  his 
State  and  the  nation  here.  Senators  favorable 
to  the  resolutions  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  regret  that  the  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed. To  those  gentlemen  he  had  only  to  say 
that  he  regretted  the  introduction  of  the 
resolutions  as  honestly  as  they  regretted  the  in- 
troduction of  the  amendment ;  he  would,  there- 
fore, with  the  consent  of  Senators,  set  off  his 
regret  against  theirs. 

Mr.  Bentoh-  thought  the  whole  subject  had 
better  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  some  future  day ;  premis- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  the  committee  should 
be  chosen  chiefly  of  Senators  from  the  North, 
where,  to  his  view  of  the  question,  the  brunt  of 
the  action  wonld  necessarily  have  to  be  fought. 

Mr.  Calhoun  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
succeed.  Much  progress  had  already  been 
made  in  the  discussion.  Should  the  motion 
prevail,  he  would  consider  it  but  a  mode  of 
getting  clear  of  the  resolutions.  He  had  offer- 
ed them  as  the  antagonist  of  the  Vermont  res 


olutions,   and   to    ascertain  whether,  in   the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  there  was  any  constitu- 
tional ground  adequate  to  resist  the  assaults  on 
our  rights  and  property,  on  which  the  slave- 
holding  States  could  stand.    The  discussion  had 
clearly  shown  that  there  was  none  other.    On 
the  right  of  rejecting  abolition  petitions,  al- 
though, in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  clearest  that 
can  be  imagined,  we  of  the  South  were,  unfor- 
tunately for  the  peace  of  the  country,  in  a 
minority.      So,  also,  on  the  question  of  the 
constitutional  right  of   abolishing  slavery  in 
this  District  and  the  Territories,  and%lso  on 
every  other  particular  question  which  has  been 
attempted  to  be  raised  on  constitutional  grounds, 
as  a  barrier  to  our  rights  and  security.     What 
remains,  then,  short  of  taking  our  protection 
into  our  own  hands,  but  to  find  some  barrier  in 
the  general  character  and  structure  of  our  polit- 
ical system  ?  and  where  can  we  find  that  but 
in  the  view  of  the  constitution,  which  considers 
it  as  a  compact  between  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  formed  for  their  mutual  prosper- 
ity and  security  ?    If  we  required  proof  that 
these  resolutions  assumed  the  only  constitu- 
tional ground  which  could  give  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  and  security  to  the  South  and 
West,  it  would  be  found  in  this  debate.     He 
had  challenged,  again  and  again,  those  who 
took  a  different  view  of  our  system,  to  point 
out  where  protection  could  be  found  in  the  con- 
stitution according  to  their  conception  of  that 
instrument.     None  had  been,  or  even  attempted 
to  be,  shown.     It  would,  then,  be  in  vain  to 
refer  the  resolutions,  to  discover  some  new 
principle  in  the  constitution  calculated  to  effect 
the  obj  ect  for  which  they  were  introduced.   Nor 
would  it  be  more  useful  to  refer  them,  to  modi- 
fy the  language  or  the  details.     They  were  ab- 
stract resolutions,  involving  little  or  no  details, 
and  he  had  again  and  again  avowed  his  readi- 
ness to  make  the  language  acceptable  to  all,  as 
far  as  it  could  be,  without  sacrificing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  rest;  of  which  he  had 
given  already  abundant  proof,  and  was  prepared 
to  give  additional.     But  the  Senate  must  re- 
member |hat  the  difBculty  heretofore  encoun- 
tered did  not  originate  so  much  in  any  objection 
to  the  principles  of  his  resolutions,  nor  to  the 
details,  or  any  peculiar  expression,  as  the  desire 
to  ingraft  additional  matter  entirely  foreign  to 
their  nature  or  object,  and  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  to  obstruct  their  passage,  or  to 
neutralize  their  effects  if   they  shoiM  pass. 
This  difficulty  could  not  be  avoided ;  and  a  ref- 
erence, so  far  from  diminishing,  would  but  tend 
to  increase  it. 

Thus  thinking,  he  was  constrained  to  con- 
clude that  a  reference  would  be  fatal  to  the 
resolutions,  be  the  object  of  the  mover  what  it 
might ;  and, ,  with  this  impression,  should  the 
motion  succeed,  he  would  leave  them  to  their 
fate ;  and,  like  the  mover,  he  would  decline  act- 
ing on  the  committee  should  he  be  appointed 
a  member. 

In  assuming  State  rights  grounds  as  the  basis 
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of  his  resolutions,  and  calling  a  rally  at  this 
solemn  and  dangerous  juncture  of  that  great, 
though  in  a  measure  dormant,  party,  which  has 
ever  professed  the  State  rights  creed,  he  did  not 
intend  to  imply  that  gentlemen  opposite  to  him, 
or  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  were  Aboli- 
tionists, or  disposed  to  countenance  their  creed. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  party  was  sound,  and  adverse  to 
the  dangerous  projects  of  the  fanatics ;  but 
candor  compelled  him  to  declare  that  he  could 
not  look  to  them  in  this  hour  of  danger.  We 
had  their  good  wishes,  it  is  true.  They  were 
even  willing  to  vote  it  inexpedient  and  danger- 
ous to  agitate  the  subject ;  but  when  we  touch- 
ed the  constitution,  and  asked  them  what 
barrier,  according  to  their  conception,  that  in- 
strument contains  against  their  incendiary  and 
mad  projects,  they  are  silent.  Their  political 
creed  not  only  admits  of  none,  but,  in  fact, 
rouses  into  action  that  dangerous  spirit  of  fanat- 
icism which  threatens  to  subvert  our  institu- 
tions. It  is  this  responsibility  for  what  they 
deem  our  sins,  which  has  roused  this  fell  spirit 
into  action ;  and  the  conception  of  their  re- 
sponsibility originates  in  that  mistaken  concep- 
tion of  our  system,  which  regards  it,  not  as  it 
really  is — a  union  of  States  for  the  mutual  good 
and  security  of  each,  but  a  great  and  consoli- 
dated community,  in  which  the  States  bear  the 
same  relation  to  the  whole  as  counties  do  to 
States ;  and,  of  course,  in  which  the  whole  is 
responsible  for  all  the  parts.  This  is  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  He  long  since  foresaw,  be- 
fore this  spirit  was  roused  into  action,  that  this 
false  and  dangerous  view  of  the  constitution 
would,  one  day  or  another,  lead  to  the  state  of 
things  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves,  and  so 
told  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wkd- 
STEK,)  when  ho  advocated  his  consolidation 
doctrines  in  the  discussion  on  the  force  bill,  in 
1833,  that  such  would  be  the  consequence,  as 
he  must  remember. 

Thus  thinking,  the  gentlemen  opposite  must 
excuse  him,  if  he  could  not,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, leok  to  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
good  feelings,  and  he  accepted  their  avowal  of 
opposition  to  abolition  with  all  sincerity ;  but 
he  wanted  something  more  substantial ;  some- 
thing that  would  not  pass  away  with  the  pres- 
ent incumbents ;  some  constitutional  barrier 
and  guaranty ;  and  for  these  he  was  constrained 
to  look  to  those  who  professed  the  opposite 
political  creed.  How  little  reliance  we  can 
place  on  those  who  take  the  view  of  the  con- 
stitution they  do,  this  debate  has  furnished 
ample  proof.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  has 
been  among  the  most  forward  to  disavow  abo- 
lition sentiments,  and  to  express  his  good 
wishes  for  us  and  our  institutions,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  ha  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  reason  to 
distrust ;  and  yet,  while  ho  makes  these  avow- 
als, he  moves  amendments  to  these  resolutions, 
which  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  strength  of 
our  cause,  in  the  very  language  of  the  pervert- 
ed creed  of  the  abolitionists,  and  in  which,  if 


he  had  succeeded,  he  would,  in  fact,  not  only 
have  neutralized  all  the  intended  effects  of  the 
resolutions,  but  would  have  given  a  triumph 
and  a  new  impulse  to  those  whose  objects  he 
denounces,  and  to  whom  he  professes  to  be  so 
much  opposed. 

I  fear  (said  Mr.  0.)  that  the  Senate  has  not 
elevated  its  views  suificiently  to  comprehend 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  existing  dan- 
ger. It  was  perhaps  his  misfortune  to  look  too 
much  to  the  future,  and  to  move  against  dan- 
gers at  too  great  a  distance,  which  had  involved 
him  in  many  diflSculties,  and  exposed  him  often 
to  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives.  Thus 
he  had  long  foreseen  the  immense  surplus  rev- 
enue which  a  false  system  of  legislation  must 
pour  into  the  Treasury,  and  the  fatal  conse- 
quences to  the  morals  and  institutions  of  the 
country  which  must  follow.  When  nothing 
else  could  arrest  it,  he  threw  himself,  with  his 
State,  into  the  breach,  to  arrest  dangers  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  arrested ;  whether  wise- 
ly or  not,  he  left  posterity  to  judge.  He  now 
saw  with  equal  clearness,  as  clear  as  the  noon- 
day sun,  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low, if  the  present  disease  be  not  timely  arrest- 
ed. He  would  repeat  again  what  he  had  so 
often  said  on  this  floor.  This  was  the  only 
question  of  sufficient  magnitude  and  potency  to 
divide  this  Union,  and  divide  it  it  would,  or 
drench  the  country  in  blood,  if  not  arrested. 
He  knew  how  much  the  sentiment  he  had  ut- 
tered would  be  misconstrued  and  misrepresent- 
ed. There  were  those  who  saw  no  danger  to 
the  Union  in  the  violation  of  all  its  funda- 
mental principles,  but  who  were  full  of  appre- 
hension when  danger  was  foretold  or  resisted, 
and  who  held  not  the  authors  of  the  danger, 
but  those  who  forewarned  or  opposed  it,  respon- 
sible for  consequences.  But  the  cry  of  dis- 
union by  the  weak  or  designing  has  no  terror 
for  him.  If  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
less,  he  might  tamper  with  the  deep  disease 
which  now  afflicts  the  body  politic,  and  keep 
silent  till  the  patient  was  ready  to  sink  under 
its  mortal  blows.  It  is  a  cheap,  and,  he  must 
say,  but  too  certain  a  mode  of  acquiring  the 
character  of  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union. 
But  seeing  the  danger,  as  he  did,  he  would  he 
a  traitor  to  the  Union,  and  those  he  represented, 
to  keep  silence.  The  assaults  daily  made  on 
the  institutions  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  by  the  other — institutions 
interwoven  from  the  beginning  with  their  politi- 
cal and  social  existence,  and  which  cannot  be 
other  than,  without  their  inevitable  destruction, 
will  and  must,  if  continued,  make  tuo  people  of 
one,  by  destroying  every  sympathy  between  the 
two  great  sections,  obliterating  from  their 
hearts  the  recollection  of  their  common  danger 
and  glory,  and  implanting  in  their  place  a  mu- 
tual hatred,  more  deadly  than  ever  existed 
between  two  neighboring  people  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  human  race.  He  feared  not 
the  circulation  of  the  thousands  of  incendiary 
and  slanderous  publications  which  were  daily 
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issued  from  an  organized  and  powerful  press 
among  tbose  intended  to  be  vilified.  They  can- 
not penetrate  our  section ;  that  was  not  the  dan- 
ger ;  it  lay  in  a  different  direction.  Their  cir- 
culation in  the  non-slaveholding  States  was  what 
was  to  be  dreaded.  It  was  infusing  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation, 
implanting  in  them  feelings  of  hatred,  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  instead  of  affection  and  love,  for 
one-half  of  this  Union,  to  be  returned  on  their 
part  with  equal  detestation. 

The  first  and  desirable  object  is  to  arrest  it 
in  the  non-slaveholding  States;  to  meet  the 
disease  where  it  originated ;  and  where  it  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  first  step  to  this  is  to  find  some 
common  constitutional  ground  on  which  a  rally, 
with  that  object,  can  be  made.  These  resolu- 
tions present  the  ground,  and  the  only  one,  on 
which  it  can  be  made.  The  only  remedy  is  in 
the  State  rights  doctrines ;  and,  if  those  who 
profess  them  in  the  slave-holding  States  do  not 
rally  on  them,  as  their  political  creed,  and  or- 
ganize as  a  party  against  the  fanatics,  in  order 
to  put  them  down,  the  South  and  "West  will  be 
compelled  to  take  the  remedy  into  their  own 
hands. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  we  are  reposing 
on  a  volcano.  The  Senate  seems  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  state  of  feelings  in  the  South.  The 
mail  has  just  brought  us  intelligence  of  a  most 
important  step  taken  by  one  of  the  Southern 
States  in  connection  with  this  subject,  which 
will  give  some  conception  of  the  tone  of  feeling 
which  begins  to  prevail  in  that  quarter. 

A  slave  was  kidnapped  or  stolen  by  some 
persons  belonging  to  a  trading  vessel  from  the 
State  of  Maine.  The  Governor  of  Georgia  de- 
manded a  surrender  of  the  fugitive  criminals, 
(for  such  they  are,  be  their  motive  what  it 
may,)  under  the  constitution,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine.  It  was  not  complied  with. 
The  Governor  of  Georgia  brought  the  subject 
before  the  Legislature.  They  have,  as  he  un- 
derstood, acted  on  it,  and  unanimously  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and,  among  others, 
one,  if  the  surrender  of  the  fugitives  be  not 
made,  after  another  and  more  solemn  demand, 
providing  for  the  convening  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  to  take  the  subject  into 
their  consideration.  AH  who  know  that  State, 
know  that  when'  she  moves  she  intends  no  idle 
menace. 

With  these  views  and  facts,  I  leave  it  now 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived  when  they  ought  to  say  what  atti- 
tude they  ought  to  assume  in  relation  to  this,  the 
most  momentous  and  dangerous  question  that 
has  ever  agitated  this  Union.  As  to  himself,  he 
has  done  his  duty.  He  has  raised  his  warning 
voice,  regardless  of  the  unworthy  imputations 
to  which  he  knows  he  exposes  himself.  He  has 
presented  the  result  of  his  most  mature  and  de- 
liberate reflection,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  conflict  between  the  two  great  sections, 
which  any  one  capable  of  reflection  must  see  is 


approaching,  and  must  take  place,  if  not  arrest- 
ed. He  has  done  his  duty.  Let  what  may 
come,  he  wishes  to  free  himself  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  eyes  of  the  country  and  tho 
world,  and  of  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions. He  was  not  sanguine,  he  must  say,  of 
the  success  of  the  measure,  even  if  it  should 
be  adopted.  He  had  presented  it  as  the  most 
likely  to  do  good,  and  in  the  desire  to  do  any 
thing  that  promised  in  the  least  to  avert  the 
approaching  catastrophe,  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  Should  the  motion  prevail, 
he  would  take  no  futher  control  or  responsibil- 
ity, which  would  then,  of  course,  rest  on  those 
who  may  take  the  resolutions  into  their  own 
hands. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  deter- 
mined this  morning  to  move  a  reference  of 
these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  was 
dissuaded.  This  motion  has  now  been  made  by 
another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Benton,)  and  I  am 
called  upon  to  yote  either  for  or  against  it.  As 
I  am  stiU  clearly  of  opinion  that  an  immediate 
reference  of  these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee would,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
the  wisest  course,  whether  we  regard  the  in- 
terest of  the  North  or  the  South,  I  am  prepared 
to  give  this  motion  my  hearty  support. 

On  this  exciting  question  I  desire  to  do  noth- 
ing as  a  member  of  this  body  which  can,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  interfere  with  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  slave-holding  States.  My  fate  as 
a  public  man  is  as  deeply  staked  upon  the  pres- 
ervation of  these  rights  as  that  of  any  other 
individual  in  the  country.  I  have  long  since 
taken  my  stand,  and  from  it  I  shall  not  be 
driven.  I  do  not  desire  to  maintain  myself  at 
home,  unless  I  can  do  it  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  rights  and  the  safety  of  the  people  of  the 
South.  I  am  prepared,  therefore,  to  adopt  any 
just  measure,  within  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  settle  this  dangerous  question,  and  to 
afford  the  greatest  security  to  the  slave-holding 
States.  Notwithstanding  these  are  my  senti- 
ments, I  cannot  believe  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  chosen  the  course  heSt  cal- 
culated to  attain  these  results.  This  is  the  great 
centre  of  agitation.  Prom  this  capitol,  it 
spreads  over  the  whole  Union.  I  therefore 
deprecate  a  protracted  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion here.  It  can  do  no  good,  but  may  do  much 
harm,  both  in  the  North  and  in  the  South.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that,  after  the  right  of  pe- 
tition had  been  recognized  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
this  body,  I  was  content  to  act  as  we  liave  done 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  leave  the  questions 
to  be  discussed  by  the  people  of  the  country 
themselves.  Ve  have  now  abandoned  this  safe, 
this  prudent  course,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? For  the  last  three  days  we  have  been 
engaged  in  a  discussion  eminently  calculated  to 
irritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind ;  and  as 
yet  we  have  not  adopted  the  third  of  the  series 
of  resolutions.  If  we  proceed,  I  shall  be  agree- 
ably disappointed  if  another  week  should  close 
this  debate.    And  what  shall  we  gain  by  the 
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adoption,  of  these  resolutions  ?  Nothing ; 
■worse  than  nothing.  Those  who  look  to  the 
votes  upon  them,  as  the  standard  hy  which  to 
ascertain  how  many  are  in  favor  of,  and  how 
many  opposed-  to,  their  main  ohject,  will  he 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  thirteen  or  fifteen 
votes  have  heen  recorded  against  these  resolu- 
tions, when,  from  my  knowledge  of  Senators, 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  there  are  hut  very 
few,  if  any,  who  are  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
resolutions  prepared  in  such  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
as  not  to  encounter  the  opinions  or  the  preju- 
dices of  any,  and  which  ought  to  give,  and  I  be- 
lieve would  give,  entire  satisfaction  to  the 
South.  The  moral  effect  of  such  a  unanimous, 
or  almost  unanimous,  vote  of  the  Senate,  would 
be  great  upon  the  country.  It  is,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  this  unprofitable 
debate,  and  of  having  such  resolutions  reported 
by  a  Select  Committee,  that  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition. 

"What  have  we  witnessed  upon  the  present 
occasion?  The  Senators  from  Delaware,  al- 
though representing  a  slave-holding  State  upon 
this  floor,  have  voted  against  these  resolutions, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  they  can  detect  in 
them  the  poison  of  nullification.  Now,  I  can 
see  no  such  thing  in  them,  and  am  ready  to 
avow  that  in  the  main  they  contain  nothing  but 
correct  political  principles  to  which  I  am  de- 
voted. But  what  then  ?  These  Senators  are 
placed  in  a  false  position,  and  are  compelled  to 
vote  against  resolutions  the  object  of  which 
they  heartily  approve.  Again :  my  friend, 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Wall,) 
votes  against  them,  because  they  are  political 
abstractions,  of  which  he  thinks  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  take  cognizance ;  although  he  is 
as  much  opposed  to  abolition,  and  as  willing  to 
maintain  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South 
as  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.  Other  Senators 
believe  the  right  of  petition  has  been  endan- 
gered ;  and  until  that  has  been  established,  they 
will  not  vote  for  any  resolutions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Thus  we  stand ;  and  thus  those  of  us  in 
the  North,  who  must  sustain  the  brunt  of  the 
battle,  are  forced  into  false  positions.  Abolition 
thus  acquires  force  by  bringing  to  its  aid  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  hostility  which  exists  in 
the  North  against  the  doctrines  of  nullification. 

Mr.  Pkbston'  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  be  referred ;  it  could  no  do  good,  and  would 
protract'  the  discussion,  of  which  he  was  al- 
ready heartily  wearied. 

Mr.  Benton  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
commit  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Wall  had  hoped  the  subject  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  clearly 
incompetent  to  the  Senate  to  sit  day  after  day, 
making  abstract  creeds,  and  establishing  parti- 
cular interpretations  of  the  constitution ;  all 
wliich  was  foreign  to  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion. He  would  ask,  on  whom  were  these 
codes,  creeds,  and  abstractions,  to  operate? 
Tliey  could  have  no  force  whatever  as  law ; 
whom,  then,  would  they  bind  ?    No  one  per- 


son whatsoever  !  Did,  then,  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  settle  a  thousand  disputed  constitutional 
questions  by  propounding  theories  and  abstract 
propositions?  To  legislate  was  the  duty  of 
legislators,  not  to  broach  or  to  promulgate  ab- 
stract opinions  and  theories.  If  a  law  were 
introduced  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
be  able  to  act ;  or,  if  the  report  of  a  committee 
had  come  up,  it  might  be  received  or  rejected. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  course  pursued  appear- 
ed to  him  irregular,  anomalous,  and  fraught 
with  bad  consequences,  converting  the  Senate 
into  a  mere  arena  of  theoretical  disputations. 


Satttedat,  January  6. 
Mr.  Calhoun's  Resolutions. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Moeeis's  amend- 
ment to  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  he  had  several  times 
briefly  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this  subject, 
which  for  two  years  or  more  had  been  greatly 
agitated,  more  so,  probably,  than  was  useful. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  after 
a  long,  animated,  denunciatory  debate,  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  members  from  the  South,  the 
Senate  arrived  at  certain  results  in  regard  to 
abolition  petitions,  in  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  did 
not  concur,  but  a  very  great  majority  did.  It 
was  proper  to  recur  to  the  state  of  things  then, 
and  to  call  to  mind  the  sentiments  of  that  day. 
The  leading  argument  in  that  debate  was,  that 
the  agitation  of  the  question  was  a  source  of 
great  danger,  pregnant  with  ruinous  conse- 
quences to  the  country,  causing  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  the  action  of  Congress,  and  great  un- 
easiness out  of  doors.  And  it  was  most  urgently 
insisted  that  it  was  one  of  those  delicate  topics 
which  it  was  not  safe  to  discuss ;  which,  in 
truth,  we  had  no  right  to  discuss,  either  as 
regarded  the  States  interested,  or  the  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

I  have  many  objections  to  these  resolutions, 
more  than  I  shall  find  physical  ability  to  ex- 
press, and  the  strongest  of  those  objections  are 
to  their  political  character. 

They  are  not  called  for,  are  not  more  efficient 
than  the  measures  now  in  force,  and  can  do  no 
good.  They  are,  as  has  been  well  said,  (a  part 
of  them  at  least,)  mere  abstractions  or  avowals 
of  abstract  doctrines  no  way  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  They  embrace  matters  having  no 
connection  with  abolition,  and  call  upon  us  to 
commit  ourselves  to  an  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  when  there  is  no  emergency  arising 
in  the  course  of  our  public  duty  requiring  us  to 
give  interpretation  to  that  instrument.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  attempt  to  influence  the  public 
judgment,  and  such  works  of  supererogation 
are  best  let  alone.  Any  and  all  these  reasons 
are  a  most  ample  justification  for  voting  against 
even  that  which  may  seem  to  be  right  in  the 
abstract ;  for  I  would  give  no  countenance  to 
making  a  creed  of  avowals  for  politicians,  and 
to  the  publication  by  the  Senate  of  abstract 
opinions,  merely  because  they  may  contain  ap- 
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parent  truisms.     They  ought  also  to  he  useful, 
and  put  forth  for  some  useful  puhlic  purpose. 

But,  sir,  the  leading  reason  urged  for  dispos- 
ing of  the  whole  abolition  matter  is,  that  the 
agitation  of  the  topic  disturbs  the  public  har- 
mony and  endangers  the  Union.  I  am  quite 
disposed  to  respect  all  such  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions, when  urged  with  seriousness ;  to  listen 
to  public  sentiment,  and  to  yield  much  to  public 
judgment;  and,  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that 
the  thought  now  and  then  flashes  across  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  that  there  are  two  ends  to 
this  Union,  both  of  which  should  fall  under  the 
protection  and  paternal  regard  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  whole, 
and  our  affections  and  watchfulness  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole.  The  resolutions 
before  us  propose  no  measures  for  the  general 
harmony,  but  to  give  certain  interpretations  to 
the  constitution  favorable  to  the  slave  interest. 
This  is  to  avoid  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  end  is  to  be  reached  by 
the  means. 

I  wish  to  ask,  sir,  what  your  recollections  are 
in  regard  to  the  history  of  public  policy.  You 
have  probably  for  the  last  thirty  years  been  a 
witness  and  participator  in  what  has  occurred 
here,  and  your  memory  can  go  much  beyond 
that.  You  know  what  has  been  the  public  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  what  kind  of  a  reputation  those  have  ac- 
quired who  have  befen  suspected  only  of  agitat- 
ing this  alarming  topic.  How  stands  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  in  public  estimation?  How 
other  conventions  and  assemblies  of  men  of 
more  recent  date,  who  were  supposed  to  medi- 
tate unfriendly  feelings  to  the  Union  ?  All  hos- 
tility to  the  Union  has  at  all  times  been  viewed 
by  the  great  body  of  the  people  with  the  most 
profound  sorrow  and  regret. 

The  Abolitionists  can  have  no  motive  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  They  have  never  been  charged 
with  such  an  object,  to  my  knowledge.  Their 
acts  may  create  alarm  and  discontent,  which 
may  tend  to  that.  There  may  be  selfish  men 
among  them,  for  the  ambitious  always  mould 
the  moving  elements,  when  they  can,  to  aid 
their  own  selfish  purposes.  It  would  not  be 
singular  if  such  were  found  among  them,  but 
their  number  cannot  be  great.  But  how  is  the 
Abolitionist  to  be  profited,  if  his  wishes  are  all 
realized  ?  If  all  the  slaves  on  the  globe  were 
made  free,  how  will  it  mend  his  condition?  In 
no  way  whatever.  He  can  gain  nothing  by  the 
change.  But  they  repudiate,  and  very  properly, 
all  right  to  interfere  with  the  States,  and  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  Territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  worst,  then,  which  can  be  said  of  them, 
is,  that  they  are  deluded,  misguided  philan- 
thropists, fanatics— heated  with  an  unbecoming 
zeal.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  their  course  in  asking 
for  immediate  abolition  in  the  District.  That 
I  will  meet  whenever  the  Senate  will  open 
it  by  receiving  their  petitions,  but  not  until 


then ;  for  the  right  of  petition  is  the  higher 
right,  and  must  first  be  vindicated.  I  shall, 
however,  at  all  times  go  for  the  Union,  and 
the  whole  Union ;  and  against  the  Abolitionists 
if  they  propose  to  interfere  with  constitutional 
rights  or  guarantees. 

Mr.  CALHOTjjf  said  he  had,  he  believed,  been 
in  a  standing  minority  from  the  time  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition  was  first  agitated  in  this  body 
till  the  introduction  of  these  resolutions ;  and, 
although  he  had  steadily  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  any  abolition  petitions,  so  far  from 
taking  a  lead  in  laying  them  on  the  table,  as 
the  Senator  stated,  he  had  not,  in  a  single 
instance,  made  such  a  motion.  He  was,  on  the 
contrary,  wholly  opposed  to  the  course.  He 
had  never  doubted  the  folly  of  the  position, 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive  petitions,  but 
might 'lay  them  immediately  on  the  table,  with- 
out consideration  or  discussion.  In  the  origiaal 
debate,  he  told  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BiroHAisrAN,)  who  took  a  lead  in  favor  of 
that  course,  that  it  was  utterly  indefensible,  and 
that  the  reasons  he  (Mr.  B.)  assigned  to  prove 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive,  would  be  equally 
cogent  to  show  that  we  were  bound  to  refer, 
report  on,  discuss,  and  decide  on  them.  He 
also  told  him  what  would  be  the  consequences 
of  his  false  position,  all  of  which  have  already 
been  realized.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
already  taken  the  precise  ground  which  he  fore- 
told would  be  taken.  'Sot  is  the  Senator  less 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  has  been  opposed 
to  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  He  has,  it  is 
true,  been  utterly  and  unalterably  opposed  to 
any  discussion  with  the  abolitionists.  They 
have  no  right  to  come  here,  and  he  was  and  is 
for  shutting  the  door  in  their  face;  but  he 
never  shunned  discussion  when  the  subject 
came  fairly  up,  nor  would  he,  so  long  as  the 
Senator's  constituents  and  others  continue  to 
agitate  the  subject ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  re- 
ferred the  Senator  to  the  course  he  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  President's  Message,  some  years 
since,  on  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publica- 
tions through  the  mail.  So  far  from  avoiding 
discussion,  he  raised  a  special  committee  on  that 
portion  of  the  Message,  made  a  full  report 
adverse  to  the  President's  views,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  much  discussion. 
So  now,  acting  on  the  same  principle,  he  had 
presented  the  resolutions  as  the  antagonists  of 
the  Vermont  resolutions. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  mis- 
statement of  his  course  by  the  Senator.  As- 
suming, erroneously,  as  he  had  shown,  that  his 
position  had  been  that  Congress  has  no  right  to 
agitate  or  discuss  this  subject,  however  pre- 
sented, he  accuses  him  (Mi-.  C.)  of  challenging 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  says  that 
ho  (Mr.  Davis)  would  have  remained  silent 
had  it  not  been  for  his  challenge.  It  is  true  he 
had  stated  that  the  political  creed  of  the  Sena- 
tor, ahd  those  who  thought  with  him,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  origin  and  structure  of  our  Govern- 
ment, so  far  from  affording  any  constitutional 
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protection  against  the  assaults  of  tlie  Abolition- 
ists, had  roused  their  fanatical  spirit  into  action ; 
and  he  had  called  on  the  party  generally  who 
entertained  it,  to  show,  if  he  was  in  a  mistake  as 
to  the  effect  of  their  creed,  what  protection  it 
afforded.  If  the  Senator  has  construed  this  into 
a  challenge  to  discuss  these  resolutions,  he  must 
say  he  has  most  signally  failed  to  meet  it.  He 
has  not  even  attempted  to  show  that  the  view 
which  he  and  his  party  take  of  the  constitution, 
can  afford  the  least  protection  against  the  dan- 
gers which  now  so  seriously  menace  the  country 
and  its  institutions.  His  silence  he  had  a  right 
to  consider  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  truth  of 
his  assertion,  and  the  Senator  ought  not  to  he 
surprised  if,  after  this  tacit  confession,  he  should 
turn  to  those  who  entertained  the  opposite  con- 
stitutional views,  and  call  on  them  exclusively 
to  rally  to  the  rescue  at  this  hour  of  danger. 
The  Senator  was  so  conscious  of  his  weakness 
on  this  point,  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
point  out  a  remedy,  when  his  political  theory 
afforded  none,  he  took  the  opposite  course,  to 
deny  that  there  was  any  danger  to  be  repelled. 
He  told  us,  gravely,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
no  Disunionists ;  that  they  had  no  ambitious 
objects ;  no  corrupt  purpose ;  that  they  repu- 
diated all  interference  with  the  States ;  that 
they  only  aimed  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories and  in  this  District,  where  there  were 
not  more  than  2,000  slaves ;  and  that  they 
claimed  no  right,  but  to  beg  you  to  grant  them 
the  innocent  and  harmless  boon  they  craved, 
(of  cutting  our  throats  and  burning  our  houses,) 
and  that  these  beggars  were  but  a  handful,  of 
whom  a  large  portion  were  females.  Such  is 
the  picture  which  he  gives  of  this  small  band 
of  innocents,  and  the  harmless  motives  that 
actuate  them  ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stant, uniform,  and  open  avowal,  that  their  ob- 
ject is  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States, 
as  well  as  in  this  District  and  the  Territories,  and 
that  they  consider  the  abolition  in  the  latter  but 
as  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the  former. 

As  brief  as  has  been  his  notice  of  the  Sena- 
tor's apology  for  the  Abolitionists,  (for  such  he 
must  consider  his  speech,)  it  is  much  longer 
than  he  would  have  made  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  respect  which  he  has  had  for  his  talents 
and  character.  He  cannot  consider  the  course 
he  has  pursued  in  his  speech  as  indicative  of 
his  actual  feelings  and  fairness,  and  is  compelled 
to  regard  it  as  indicative  of  the  distempered 
state  of  the  public  sentiment  of  those  he  repre- 
sented. Thus  viewed,  it  affords  an  important 
lesson  to  those  he  represented.  Throughout, 
not  a  censure  of  the  Abolitionists  is  whispered. 
All  is  excuse,  defence,  apology.  It  is  we,  not 
they,  who  are  the  agitators ;  it  is  we,  not  they, 
who  are  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  country ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  are  the 
assailants ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  harbor  am- 
bitious and  improper  designs ;  and,  finally,  it  is 
we,  not  they,  who  meditate  disunion.  It  is  no 
crime  to  attack  us,  but  a  heinous  offence  in  us 
to  defend  ourselves. 


Mr.  NiLEs  felt  that  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate  had  placed  himself  and  some  others  in  a 
delicate  situation ;  he  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  in  Congress,  in  any  form ;  he  was 
opposed  to  its  discussion  here,  believing  that  it 
would  tend  to  increase  the  evil  which  it  was 
designed  to  remove.  But  it  has  been  brought 
before  us,  and  we  are  compelled  to  act  upon  it. 

He  had  a  few  remarks  to  offer  upon  the  reso- 
lutions. They  are  here,  whether  properly  or  not, 
and  we  are  called  on  to  decide  upon  them ;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  that  point,  they  ought  to 
stand  or  faU  upon  their  own  merits.  They  are 
objected  to  on  several  grounds  :  first,  as  being 
mere  abstractions,  having  no  practical  bearing ; 
and  if  by  this  is  meant  that  they  are.  if  adopted, 
to  have  no  operation  on  the  rights  of  any  one, 
tMs  objection  is  correct.  But  he  would  not 
add  to  what  he  had  said  on  that  point.  They 
are  also  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  their 
having  a  double  aspect— one  political,  the  other 
having  reference  to  the  abolition  question. 
Some  gentlemen  think  that  they  are  altogether 
unsound  and  dangerous,  as  the  aflirmation  of  a 
political  creed.  They  think  they  discover  a 
lurking  treason  in  them,  or  a  squinting  towards 
nullification.  Remove  the  veil,  says  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts,  and  you  discover  that 
little  thing  called  nullification. 

These  objections  had  no  great  force  on  his 
mind.  So  far  as  the  resolutions  embraced 
political  principles,  he  had  no  difficulty ;  he 
believed  them  to  be  sound  and  just.  They 
contained  a  brief  exposition  of  the  true  theory 
of  our  Government ;  there  was  nothing  new 
in  them ;  their  doctrines  were  those  of  the  old 
Republican  school  of  '98,  which  he  regarded  as 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  constitution ;  the 
doctrines  of  State  rights,  which  were  the  true 
principles  of  union  and  liberty.  They  had 
stood  the  test  of  public  opinion  and  of  public 
scrutiny,  in  every  way  and  form,  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  and  he  thought  it  rather  too 
late  to  call  them  in  question  now.  If,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  Confederacy,  these  principles 
were  deemed  just,  and  the  only  bulwark  against 
consolidation,  the  experience  of  the  last  forty 
years  has  added  immeasurable  weight  to  the 
conviction  by  which  they  were  then  sustained. 
This  Government  has  exhibited  a  steady  tend- 
ency towards  consolidation ;  and  this  tendency, 
whilst  it  is  constantly  impairing  the  rights  of 
the  States,  is  the  source  of  greatest  danger  to 
the  Union.  But  it  is  said  that  the  political 
features  of  these  resolutions,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  are  irrelevant,  and  have  notliing  to  do 
with  their  avowed  object.  He  thought  very 
differently.  Petitions  are  before  the  Senate, 
asking  us  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District, 
and  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  between  the 
States.  We  present  these  resolutions  as  an  an- 
swer to  these  requests.  "We  hold  up  the  mir- 
ror of  the  constitution,  that  the  petitioners  and 
all  others  may  see  the  objections  and  difficulties 
existing  in  the  very  theory  and  nature  of  the 


592 


ABKIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Jasuaey,  1838.] 


Mr.  Calhoun's  Resolutions. 


[26th  Cokg. 


Government — that  they  may  see  that  some  of 
the  objects  prayed  for  are  directly  in  conflict 
■with  the  constitution,  and  that  others  have  a 
direct  and  necessary  tendency  to  disturb  the 
Union.  The  designs  of  these  agitators  are  not 
confined  to  this  District;  we  have  evidence 
tliat  they  are  not ;  they  are  praying  for  the 
proliibition  of  the  trade  in  slaves ;  they  are 
already  directly  interfering  with  this  matter 
within  the  States.  These  unfortunate  men, 
who,  I  fear,  are  to  be  the  disturbers  of  their 
country's  peace,  view  this  subject  in  a  religious 
rather  than  a  political  or  civil  aspect.  They 
regard  slavery  as  a  moral  evil ;  as  a  sin  in  the 
sight  of  God,  which  they  are  in  conscience 
bound  to  set  their  faces  against  and  attempt  to 
extirpate.  Does  not  this  show  that  they  con- 
sider themselves  in  some  sense  responsible  for 
what  they  regard  as  a  crime,  which  must  pto- 
ceed  from  the  consideration  that  we  are  one 
people,  one  community,  for  local  as  well  as 
general  purposes?  These  men  mostly  belong 
to  the  clergy,  who,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, are,  of  aU  men,  the  most  liable  to  fall 
into  error  on  this  subject.  Their  course  of 
reading,  reflections,  associations,  and  duties,  all 
tend  to  lead  them  into  error  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  our  Government  and  political  and 
social  rights.  If  they  do  not  entertain  errone- 
ous views  on  this  subject,  why  do  they  confine 
their  eflibrts  to  slavery  in  the  United  States  ? 
Is  there  no  slavery  elsewhere  ?  Why  do  they 
not  give  their  attention  to  Cuba  and  the  islands 
lying  along  upon  our  coasts?  Does  not  slavery 
exist  there  ?  and  is  it  not  known  to  be  much 
more  cruel,  severe,  and  oppressive  ?  Who  has 
ever  heard  of  the  exertions  of  abolitionists  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  ?  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  these  fanatics  act  under  an  im- 
pression that  they  are  in  soine  respect  respon- 
sible for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  because  they  are  citizens  of  the  same 
country  and  belong  to  the  same  general  com- 
munity. These  resolutions  present  this  subject 
in  its  true  light ;  they  hold  up  the  States  as 
separate  and  independent  communities,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  general  purposes ;  as  much 
separate  and  distinct  in  all  their  concerns  and 
institutions  purely  local,  as  though  the  Union 
did  not  exist ;  as  much  separate  and  distinct  as 
these  States  are  from  Canada,  or  Cuba,  or 
Mexico.  A  citizen  of  Vermont  has  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  South  Carolina,  than  a  citizen  of  Canada. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  beheve  that  there  is 
much  delusion  on  this  subject? 

But  what  is  the  real  source  of  danger  ?  We 
are  told  that  no  force  can  be  brought  against 
the  Union  or  the  South.  This  is  true,  sir ;  the 
danger  is  not  from  force.  What  is  the  strength 
of  this  Government,  and  of  this  Union  ?  Is  it 
force  ?  Is  it  backed  and  sustained  by  your 
army  and  navy ;  your  militia,  or  other  military 
establishments  ?  Far  from  it :  that  is  not  the 
design  of  those  national  institutions.  The 
strength  of  this  Union,  of  this  Government,  is 


public  opinion.    This  is  its  only  abiding  founda- 
tion ;  the  rock  on  which  it  rests,  or  upon  which 
it  must  founder.     As  long   as  that   remains 
sound,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  hence  we 
discover  the  danger  from  the  movements  and 
apparent  designs  of  the  abolitionists.     Are  not 
all  their  efforts  directly  calculated  to  poison 
public  sentiment  ?     Are  they  not  calculated  to 
alienate  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people 
of   one   section  of   the  Union  from  those  of 
another  ?     If  their  schemes  are  persisted  in,  is 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  feelings  will  be 
engendered  in  both  ends  of  the  Union,  hostile 
to  each  other  and  the  Union  itself?    Does  any 
one  suppose  that  this  Confederacy  of  States 
can  be  preserved  with  public  sentiment  hostUo 
to  it ;    with  feelings   unfriendly  and    hostile 
between  the  people  of  the  two  extremities? 
Does  any  one  suppose  it  can  be  maintained 
when  the  time  arrives  (but  he  hoped  it  would 
never  arrive)  when  the  entire  population  of 
one  section  of  the  country,  comprising  nearly 
half  the  States,  becoine  fully  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  solemn  conviction  that  the 
Union,  instead  of  adding  to  their  security,  is 
the  fruitful  source  of  danger  to  their  domestic 
institutions,  their  property,  their  peace,  and 
their  lives  ?     He  must  know  little  of  the  nature 
of  this  Government,  and  little  of  human  nature, 
who  can  entertain  such  an  opinion.    Sir,  tlie 
strength  of  this  Union  is  in  the  hearts  and 
afiections  of  the  people ;  in  a  settled,  abiding 
conviction,  that  it  is  a  source  of  security,  a  bene- 
fit, a  blessing,  to  all  parties  to  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  I  wiU  not  undertake  to 
predict  what  will  be  the  issue  of  this  struggle 
at  the  North.  For  a  time,  very  possibly,  the 
side  of  error  may  prevail.  It  was  a  subject 
peculiarly  calculated  to  take  hold  of  the  feehngs 
and  prejudices  of  large  classes  of  the  people ; 
it  was  a  subject  calculated  to  delude  and  mis- 
lead. But  if  the  abolition  party  should  pre- 
vail, and  abolition  principles  triumph,  we  shall 
have  then  reached  the  third  stage  of  the  evil ; 
the  contest  will  then  be  brought  here,  and 
between  the  different  States  of  this  Union. 
Then  are  to  follow  reproaches,  criminations 
and  recriminations,  and  real  or  supposed  aggres- 
sions offered  and  repelled ;  agitation,  alarm  and 
confusion  may  prevail,  and  the  noble  fabric  of 
the  Government  appear  to  be  falling  to  pieces. 
This  wiU  be  the  final  crisis,  which  may  fill 
the  country  with  calamities,  but  the  Union  will 
not  be  dissolved.  When  the  waters  of  bitter- 
ness have  spread  over  the  land — when  the 
people  have  drank  deep  from  the  cup  of  afiiio- 
tion — when  they  have  seen  and  tasted  enough 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  fanaticism,  folly,  rashness, 
and  passion — the  good  sense  and  reason  of  the 
people  wiU  return,  the  delusion  will  subside, 
and  the  dark  clouds  which  have  lowered  over 
our  horizon  will  gradually  disappear,  until  the 
sun  breaking  through  them  shines  once  more 
on  our  favored  land.  Sir,  the  Union  will  not 
be  dissolved,  although  it  may  be  put  to  a  severe 
trial.     Be  felt  a  strong  conviction,  an  abiding 
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confidence  in  this ;  but  if  he  could  for  a  moment 
believe  that  Providence  has  ordered  otherwise 
— that  this  Oonfed&acy  is  to  be  broken  down — 
it  would  make  no  difference  as  to  his  course. 
"When  driven  from  every  other  position,  he 
would  make  his  last  stand  on  the  ramparts  of 
the  constitution,  where  he  would  make  the 
last  rally  for  the  last  struggle  in  its  defence. 
If  unsuccessful — if  he  fell — he  would  fall  with 
the  glorious  standard  of  the  Union  in  his  hand, 
and  the  words  of  the  venerable  ex-President 
on  his  lips — "  The  Federal  Union  must  be 

PUESEEVED." 

Mr.  Bayaed  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  the  several  States,"  and  insert  the  words  of 
the  constitution  itself,  viz :  "  the  people  of  the 
United  States."  His  object  was  to  avoid  a 
committal  to  a  political  creed,  to  which  he 
could  not  consent.- 

Mr.  Oalhoun  objected,  that  those  words 
were  ambiguous;  they  might  be  taken  in  a 
geographical  sense,  meaning  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  continent  of  America;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people,  as  a  people;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people  only  of  the  several 
separate  States.  The  latter  was  the  only  sense 
he  could  admit. 

Mr.  Bataed  urged  that  the  very  words  of 
the  constitution,  to  which  every  Senator  had 
sworn,  could  not  surely  be  objected  to.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  Mr.  0.  was  contending 
rather  to  put  his  own  peculiar  interpretation 
upon  that  instrument,  rather  than  following  the 
instrument  itself,  leaving  the  interpretation 
open. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky  said,  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  would  frame  his  amendment 
according  to  the  historical  fact,  in  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  Mr.  Olay  would  vote  for  it. 
The  historical  fact  was,  that  the  constitution 
was  adopted  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  acting  within  their  respective  limits. 

Mr.  Oalhoun.  We  rely  on  the  historical 
fact;  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware  ought 
not  to  force  his  interpretation  on  us. 

Mr.  Bayaed.  The  historical  fact  is,  that  it 
is  the  Government,  in  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, of  "  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
It  is  so  decided  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 
"When  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  was 
"  We,  the  people  of  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont," &c.,  the  names  of  the  several  States 
were  stricken  out,  and  the  existing  expression 
inserted,  in  order  to  avoid  all  ambiguity.  I  do 
not  depend  at  aU  on  the  preamble,  but  on  the 
discussion  in  the  Convention.  I  can  demon- 
strate that  it  was  regarded  as  a  Government 
emanating  from  the  people  as  a  general  body ; 
and  on  this  subject  I  shall  be  ready  to  wield 
a  lance  with  the  Senator  on  any  substantial 
occasion. 

Mr.  Bayaed's  amendment  was  lost — yeas  8, 
nays  34 ;  and  the  third  resolution  was  adopted 
— yeas  31,  nays  11. 


Vol.  XIII.— 38 


Tuesday,  January  9. 
Mr.  CalhouTi's  JResolutions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  on  the  relations,  &c., 
of  the  States  and  General  Government.  The 
question  being  on  the  fourth  of  the  series. 

Mr.  Geundy  said  that,  having  been  absent 
from  sickness  when  the  votes  were  recorded  on 
the  passed  resolutions,  he  took  this  opportunity 
of  saying  that  he  zealously  concurred  with  the 
object  of  the  resolutions,  and,  had  he  been 
present,  should  have  voted  in  favor  of  every 
one  of  them. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  4th  resolution, 
and  was  carried,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Hives,  Koane,  Eob- 
inson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young — 34. 

Nats. — Messrs.  McKean,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  and  Swift — 5. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  fifth  resolution  as  follows : 

"  Eesolved,  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  State 
or  States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground,  or 
under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress,  with 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous  attack  on 
the  institutions  of  all  the  slave-holding  States." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  did  not  intend  to- 
press  on  the  Senate  any  remarks  of  his  while 
these  resolutions  were  under  discussion.  But 
he  rose  to  expressjiis  views  as  to  the  difference 
between  the  resolutions  which  had  been  passed 
and  the  one  at  present  before  them.  Those 
that  were  passed  were  only  declaratory  of  con- 
stitutional rights,  which  he  thought  they  were 
bound  to  recognize,  and  on  these  grounds  he 
gave  his  support  tp  them.  But  what  was  this 
fifth  resolution  ?  Was  it  not  wholly  different 
from  the  others  ?  This  was  a  field  in  which 
the  people  of  these  United  States  had  a  right 
to  enter  and  to  discuss — the  expediency  of 
slavery  in  this  District.  If  we  are  caUed  on 
here  to  act  as  legislators,  he,  for  one,  would  be 
ready  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  because  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  holders  of  slave  property,  but  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  say  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District. 

When  they  came  to  talk  of  proscribing  lim- 
its to  the  discussions  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  not  acting  within  the  limits 
of  their  duty.  If,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  do  not  act  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  tlie  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  can  exercise  a  proper  check 
or  control  over  us.  What  was  this  fifth  resolu- 
tion but  the  prescribing  a  rule  to  limit  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
hereafter,  and  the  setting ,  themselves  up  as 
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censors  over  them  ?  This  Mr.  S.  thought,  was 
going  far  heyond  the  limits  of  their  duty. 
While  he  would  cheerfully  oppose  any  uncon- 
stitutional interference  with  the  institutions  of 
the  States,  he  would  at  the  same  time  avoid 
expressing  any  opinions  adverse  to  the  right 
of  the  people  to  discuss  such  subjects  as  were 
properly  open  to  them. 

Mr.  PiESOE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said :  The 
District  of  Columbia  was  now  emphatically  the 
battle-field  of  the  abolitionists,  and  the  resolu- 
tion immediately  under  consideration,  with, 
perhaps,  some  modifications  in  phraseology, 
would  present  the  true  issue  here  and  to  the 
country. 

If  the  grave  objections  suggested  on  the  other 
side  were  sustained  by  an  examination  of  the 
resolutions  themselves,  or  a  course,  of  sound 
argumentation,  they  would  insure  my  oppo- 
sition. What  are  they  ?  The  first  that  reached 
my  ear  was,  that  they  contain  latent  nullifica- 
tion. I  have  waited  to  hear  the  particular 
resolution,  sentence  or  phrase  pointed  out  in 
which  this  heresy  is  supposed  to  be  concealed, 
and  I  have  waited  in  vain.  Having,  then, 
assertion  on  one  side,  and  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  plain  reading  of  the  resolutions  and 
the  frank  and  unqualified  declaration  of  the 
mover  on  the  other,  I  must  be  excused  if  I  do 
not  take  the  alarm. 

We  have  next  eloquent  disquisitions  upon  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press. 
To  every  sentiment  uttered  upon  these  siib- 
jects  I  yield  my  cordial  assent ;  but  why  intro- 
duced on  this  particular  occasion,  I  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Would  any  man  here 
abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  or  assail  the 
freedom  of  the  press  ?  •  I  take  it  not.  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  resolution^  to  sanction  an 
invasion  of  either?  Not  a  syllable.  That 
these  are  privileges  most  dear  to  every  Ameri- 
■  can,  is  freely  admitted  by  all.  Why  such  a 
variety  of  changes  have  been  rung  upon  them 
in  this  debate,  others  may  determine. 

But  it  is  further  urged  against  the  resolutions, 
that  they  are  mere  abstractions.  Sir,  it  is 
quite  immaterial  what  name  you  apply  to 
theto  ;  sufiicient  is  it  that  they  meet  the  case, 
that  they  encounter  the  Abolitionist  upon 
sound  and  tenable  ground,  and  furnish  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  his  importunities.  To  say 
that  the  petitions  refer  only  to  this  District,  and 
that  the  principles  asserted  in  the  preceding 
resolutions  are  consequently  without  applica- 
tion, is  perfectly  idle.  It  is  impossible  to  read 
a  single  number  of  the  leading  Abolition  periodi- 
cals, without  perceiving  that  theiv  object  reaches 
far  beyond  this  District,  and  stops  at  no  point 
short  of  general  emancipation  in  the  States. 
And  yet,  sir,  I  suspect  that  you  would  find 
few  intelligent  Abolitionists,  who  would  assert 
that  Congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States ;  but  admit- 
ting the  want  of  power  here,  they  hold  it  to 
be  their  duty,  as  individuals,  to  persevere  in 
the  cause.     Kogarding  the  institution  of  slavery 


as  morally  wrong,  or  sinful,  if  you  please,  they 
consider  themselves,  as  citizens  of  the  Union, 
responsible  for  its  continuance,  wherever  it 
may  exist  within  our  borders.  This  feeling 
has  its  origin,  to  some  eatent,  in  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  structure  of  our  Government, 
and  this  error  the  preceding  resolutions  are 
calculated  to  correct.  They  assert,  in  effect, 
that  the  citizen  of  New  Hampshire  is  no  more 
responsible,  morally  or  politically,  for  the  exist- 
ence and  continuance  of  this  domestic  institu- 
tion in  Virginia  or  Maryland,  than  he  would  be 
for  the  existence  of  any  similar  institutions  in 
France  or  Persia. 

Now,  let  these  doctrines  be  universally  under- 
stood and  admitted,  and  you  take  one  great  step 
toward  satisfying  the  consciences  of  honest, 
but  misguided  people,  in  one  section  of  the 
country,  and  quieting  the  irritation,  for  which 
there  has  been  too  much  cause,  in  the  other. 
This  we  have  attempted  to  do.  We  are  bound 
to  go  further,  and  frankly  to  declare  to  these 
petitioners,  that  so  long  as  slavery  shall  continue 
in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  is  vain  for  them 
to  expect  its  abolition  here ;  that  we  are  for- 
bidden to  legislate  upon  this  subject,  under 
existing  circumstances,  by  obligations  hardly 
inferior  to  the  constitution  itself;  that  Congre.'is 
cannot  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  without  a  gross 
breach  of  public  faith,  and  an  outrageous  in- 
fraction of  private  rights. 

At  the  time  the  cession  was  made,  domestic 
slavery  existed  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia :  it  still  exists  there ;  and  it  has  also 
existed  here  from  that  day  to  this.  Now,  how 
is  it  possible  to  mistake  what  must  have  been 
the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  the  time  ? 
No  man,  it  strikes  me,  can  doubt  for  a  moment, 
who  will  regard,  without  prejudice,  the  relative 
position  of  this  "  ten  miles  square,"  the  objects 
of  the  cession,  and  the  manifest  interests  of  the 
States  making  it.  Who  can  believe  that  these 
patriotic  States  would  have  parted  with  their 
territory,  if  they  could  have  supposed  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  their  citizens,  living  upon 
it,  were  to  be  invaded,  against  their  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances  ?  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  slavery 
a  social  and  political  evil,  and  most  sincerely 
wish  that  it  had  no  existence  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth ;  but  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  how 
it  may  be  regarded,  either  by  you  or  myself; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  rights  secured  to  the  difierent 
States  by  the  constitution  are  blessings  or 
otherwise ;  it  is  sufficient  for  the  argument  that 
they  are  rights,  which  the  inhabitants  do  not 
choose  to  relinquish, 

Mr.  Ceittbndbn,  of  Kentucky,  rose.  He  said 
that,  if  the  object  of  these  resolutions  was  to 
produce  peace  and  allay  excitement,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  were  not  very  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  object.  More  vague  and 
general  abstractions  than  they  were  could 
hardly  have  been  brought  forward,  and  they 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


595 


2d  Sess.] 


Mr.  Calhoun's  Hesolutions, 


[Januahy,  1838. 


were  more  calculated  to  produce  agitation,  and 
stir  up  discontent  and  bad  blood,  than  to  do  any 
good  whatever.  Such,  he  knew,  was  the-  gen- 
eral opinion  of  Southern  men,  few  of  whom, 
however  they  assented  to  the  abstractions,  ap- 
proved of  this  method  of  agitating  the  subject. 
He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  compreliend  what  good 
such  resolutions  could  effect ;  there  was  nothing 
practical  in  them ;  they  were  in  the  air,  aerial, 
unbusiness-like,  theoretical  abstractions,  only 
calculated  to  agitate,  and  to  bring  the  rights 
of  the  South  to  trial,  to  bring  them  up  for  dis- 
tcussion,  to  create  difference  and  discord  on 
abstract  questions  among  those  who  all  agreed 
on  the  one  practical  point,  viz :  that  the  rights 
of  the  South  must  be  preserved.  He  would 
not  say  that  they  were  the  work  of  abolition- 
ism, but  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  such  a 
mode  of  bringing  the  South  to  trial,  and  put- 
ting up  her  rights  to  be  disputed,  by  drawing 
out  theories  on  which  no  two  men  could  abso- 
lutely agree,  was  most  eminently  calculated  to 
aid,  and  no  doubt  would  greatly  aid,  the  aboli- 
tionists. The  mover  of  these  resolutions  relies 
mainly  upon  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate 
with  him :  first,  he  reiterates,  over  and  over 
again,  the  trite  theme  and  cry  of  "  danger  to 
the  Union ; "  and  nest,  that,  if  he  is  not  fol- 
lowed in  this  movement,  he  urges  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  the  "  destruction  of  the 
Union." 

Mr.  0.  thought  it  possible  the  gentleman 
might  be  mistaken.  It  possibly  might  not  be 
exactly  true  that,  to  save  the  Union,  it  was 
necessary  to  follow  him.  On  the  contrary, 
some  were  of  opinion,  and  he  for  one  was  much 
inclined  to  be  of  the  same  view,  that,  to  follow 
the  distinguished  mover  of  these  resolutions, 
to  pursue  the  course  of  irritation,  agitation,  and 
intimidation  which  he  chalked  out,  would  be 
the  very  best  and  surest  method  that  could  be 
chalked  out,  to  destroy  this  great  and  happy 
Union.  The  Senator  (Mr.  Oalhoun)  is  daily, 
and  almost  twenty  times  a  day,  telling  us  that 
the  disease  is  great — is  terrible — is  frightful — is 
absolutely  incurable !  But,  if  it  be  as  he  repre- 
sents, if  the  disease  be  incurable,  why  does  he 
come  forward  as  a  physician  to  heal  a  disease 
which  he  himself  declares  to  us  is  past  all 
healing?  What  can  possibly  be  the  object 
of  the  resolutions,  if  the  evil  they  propose  to 
assuage  is  past  all  cure?  What  was  the  use 
of  bringing  them  forward,  if  tlie  gentleman  is 
sincere  in  thinking  that  no  application  can  be 
of  any  benefit  to  a  disease,  which  he  paints 
every  hour  of  the  day  as  being  frightfully  re- 
moved from  all  the  powers  of  remedy?  Is 
such  language,  on  the  other  hand,  only  intended 
as  a  politic  method  of  carrying  by  force  and 
terror  and  alarm  every  trembling  vote  in  his 
train  ?  Whatever  might  be  the  object  of  the 
gentleman,  it  certainly  appeared  rather  strange 
to  him  (Mr.  Oeittexden)  that  he  should  bring 
forward  his  resolutions  as  a  remedy,  and 
descant  most  forcibly  upon  their  healing,  test- 
ing, curing,  and  sanatory  powers,  and  almost 


in  the  same  breath  tell  us  that  the  disease  is  so 
fearful,  so  far  gone,  so  alarming,  so  terrific, 
that  his  very  remedy  which  he  offers  is  good 
for  nothing ! 

So  far  it  appeared  to  Mr.  0.  that  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's course  was  not  calculated  to  heal,  or  to 
produce  peace,  though  such  he  professed  were 
his  objects.  There  was  again  another  argu- 
ment on  which  he  rested,  which  also  appeared 
to  Mr.  Ceittenden"  calculated  to  produce  con- 
fidence in  the  Abolitionists,  and  alarm  in  the 
South,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  South ;  cal- 
culated, he  thought,  if  it  were  not  exposed  and 
avoided,  to  add  thickly  to  the  ranks  of  aboli- 
tionism, and  to  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  South, 
by  forcing  out  many  of  its  warmest  and  most 
ardent  friends  and  suppoi-ters.  The  argument 
was  —  though  not  of  course  so  plainly  and 
openly  expressed — that  there  could  be  no  con- 
fidence in  any  opposition  to  abolitionism,  nnless 
it  came  from  Mr.  OALno"ror  and  his  party! 
unless  it  came  from  the  State  rights  party ! 
And,  therefore,  tlie  necessary  consequence 
which  follows  is,  that  unless  the  whole  coun- 
try shall  follow  the  gentleman,  and  range 
themselves  behind  him  in  his  party,  there  can 
be  no  preservation  of  the  Union,  there  can  be 
no  available  opposition  to  abolitionism !  Such 
a  mode  of  acting  and  reasoning  upon  the  sub- 
ject appeared  to  Mr.  0.  as  making  a  stalking 
horse,  a  tool,  of  abolitionism,  to  serve  as  a 
mean,  and  as  an  instrument  of  promoting  per- 
sonal views  and  party  ambition,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  infinite  good  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Peeston  suggested  to  the  mover  to  strike 
out  the  words  "ora  the  ground  or  under  the 
pretext  that  it  was  immoral  or.  sinful,''''  and 
insert  "  on  any  pretext  whatever.'''' 

Mr.  Oalhoitn"  objected  to  striking  out  the 
words  referred  to  by  his  colleague ;  they  meet 
the  Abolitionists  directly ;  but  would  accept  as 
a  modification  the  words  he  proposed  to  add. 

Mr.  Peeston  moved  further  to  insert  the 
words  "  also  a  violation  of  the  public  faith 
implied  in  the  cession  of  this  District  by  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland." 

Mr.  CAnHotiN  had  always  been  of  the  opinion 
that  any  interference  with  slavery  in  this 
District  would  not  only  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith  to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, but  would  also  be  a  direct  violation  of 
the  8th  amended  article  of  the  constitution.* 
He  had  not,  however,  thought  proper  to  assert 
it,  as  he  knew  that  there  was  a  majority  in  the 
Senate  of  a  difierent  opinion,  and  as  his  object 
was  to  place  the  question  on  no  particular  i)or- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  but  on  its  general  ciiar- 
acter  and  structure,  which  he  thought  was  much 
stronger,  and  much  less  liable  to  be  disputed. 
He  would  neither  object  nor  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed modification. 


*  There  must  be  some  error  ia  this  reference,  as  the 
eighth  amended  article  has  no  relation  to  the  subject,  and 
merely  forbids  excessive  bail  to  be  required,  or  cxcessiTO 
fines  imposed,  or  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted : 
nor  does  any  other  article  seem  to  apply  to  it 
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Mr.  Peeston's  second  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  could 
vote  for  neither  the  fifth  nor  sixth  resolutions, 
in  the  shape  in  which  they  were  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

I  have  voted,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  without 
hesitation,  for  the  first  resolutions  oifered  by 
that  Senator,  after  they  were  modified  or 
amended,  not  from  any  confidence  which  I 
have  in  their  healing  virtues.  "With  respect  to 
the  point  so  much  insisted  upon  in  this  debate, 
and  which  had  produced  great  controversy  in 
former  times,  whether  the  constitution  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  work  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  collectively,  or  of  the  separate 
States  composing  the  Confederacy,  I  have  always 
thought  that  more  importance  is  attached  to  it 
than  it  deserves.  The  real  question  in  consid- 
ering the  instrument  is,  not  how  the  constitu- 
tion was  made,  but  what  is  it,  as  it  is  ?  I  have 
always  understood,  according  to  historical  fact, 
that  the  constitution  was  framed  by  a  conven- 
tion, composed  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
after  it  was  adopted,  it  was  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  Delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  each  acting  separately  by 
and  for  itself;  and,  being  ratified  by  the  con- 
ventions of  a  sufficient  number,  it  became  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or,  in  its  own 
language,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  series  of  resolutions  under  consideration 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  after  he  and  other  Senators  from  the 
South  had  deprecated  discussion  on  the  delicate 
subject  to  which  they  relate.  They  have  occa- 
sioned much  discussion,  in  which  hitherto  I 
have  not  participated.  I  hope  that  the  tend- 
ency of  tlie  resolutions  may  be  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement which  unhappily  prevails,  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  but  I  confess,  Mr. 
President,  that,  taken  altogether,  and  in  con- 
nection with  other  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially considering  the  manner  in  which  their 
author  has  pressed  them  on  the  Senate,  I  fear 
that  they  will  have  the  opposite  effect ;  and 
particularly  at  the  North,  that  they  may  in- 
crease and  exasperate,  instead  of  diminishing 
and  assuaging  the  existing  irritation.  And  I 
cannot  but  regard  the  unnecessary  combination 
of  the  subject  of  abolition  with  that  aUen  and 
the  most  exciting,  of  all  subjects  at  the  present 
period,  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  series  of  resolutions,  as  pe- 
culiarly unfortunate.  I  know  that  Texas  is  not 
specially  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  but 
the  country  will  understand  the  intention  and 
allusion.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  imme- 
diately after  the  tidings  of  the  memorable  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  reached  this  city,  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  ex- 
pressed in  the  Senate  his  opinion  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  ought  immediately  to  be 
recognized,  and  his  wish  that,  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  it  should  be  annexed 


to  the  United  States.  A  resolution  now  lies  upon 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  introduced  by  the  other 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Peeston,) 
proposing  a  contingent  annexation  of  it  to  the 
United  States.  When  these  facts  are  borne  in 
mind,  will  not  aU  understand  the  last  resolu- 
tion, although  abstract  in  form,  as  intended  to 
commit  the  Senate,  in  advance,  to  the  annexa- 
tion? Our  purpose,  our  anxious  aim,  should 
be  to  compose  the  North,  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  spirit  of  abolition,  and  to  give  strength 
and  confidence  to  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
Union  in  that  quarter.  Is  it  then  wise  and  dis-, 
creet  to  blend  these  two  unhappy  causes  of  agi- 
tation together  ? 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  offered 
his  resolutions,  he  tells  us,  to  revive  and  rally 
the  State  rights  party.  But  I  cannot  think  that 
the  slave-holding  States  ought  to  consent  to 
place  their  peculiar  interests  in  the  exclusive 
safe-keeping  of  any  one  party,  however  correct 
some  of  us  may  believe  its  principles  to  be. 
Parties  rise  up  and  go  down,  but  the  constitu- 
tion remains  a  perpetual  and  sure  bulwark 
against  all  attacks  upon  the  rights  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  from  whatever  quarter  they 
may  proceed.  No,  sir :  do  not  let  us  put  our 
trust  in  any  party  exclusively ;  let  us  invoke 
the  united  guardianship  of  all — the  "Whigs,  the 
Democratic  party,  the  Republican  party,  the 
Jackson  Van  Buren  party,  the  Federal  party, 
the  Union  party,  the  NuUifiers,  and  the  loco 
Pocos — all,  in  preserving  the  inviolability  of 
the  constitution,  and  protecting  against  every 
encroachment  delicate  and  momentous  inter- 
ests, which  cannot  be  seriously  touched  with- 
out endangering  the  stability  of  our  entire  po- 
litical fabric. 

"We  want  in  the  slave-holding  States  nothing 
done  here  to  stimulate  our  vigilance,  or  to  unite 
us  upon  the  subject  of  our  present  deliberations. 
"We  may  differ  there  in  the  degree  of  sensibility 
which  we  display ;  hut  we  are  all  firmly  and 
unanimously  resolved  to  defend  and  maintain 
our  rights  at  all  hazards ;  and  should  the  hour 
of  trial  ever  come,  those  who  appear  now  the 
least  agitated,  will  not  be  behind  those  who  are 
foremost  and  loudest  in  proclaiming  the  exist- 
ence of  danger.  I  have  inquired  of  Northern 
Senators,  charged  with  the  presentation  of  abo- 
lition petitions,  whether  the  spirit  of  abolition- 
ism was  spreading ;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the 
cause.  Their  answer  was,  that  it  was  increas- 
ing; and  that  the  cause  was  the  impression 
which  the  Abolitionists  had  been  able  to  make 
on  the  Northern  mind,  that  the  constitutional 
right  of  petition  was  denied  them  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  people  may  attempt  to  exercise  that 
right  of  petition  in  three  different  descriptions 
of  cases :  1st.  In  instances  where  Congress 
manifestly  does  not  possess  the  constitutional 
power  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  for.  In  these, 
the  petition  may  be  rejected  instantly,  without 
reference  and  without  debate,  and  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  would  exist.    2d.  In  cases  where 
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the  constitutional  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
is  invoked,  is  controverted,  doubtful,  or  uncer- 
tain. In  those,  a  reference  of  the  petition  may 
he  necessary  to  examine  into  the  existence  of 
the  power,  as  weU  as  into  the  expediency  of 
exercising  it.  '  Of  this  controverted  nature  is 
the  legislative  power  of  Congress  in  this  Dis- 
trict. No  one  would  contend  that  a  petition 
to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  should 
be  instantly  rejected,  without  debate  and  with- 
out reference,  -upon  the  sole  ground  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  Senate  should  think  it  unconsti- 
tutional. And  3d.  In  cases  where  the  po"vyer 
is  incontestably  possessed  by  Congress  to  grant 
the  redress  prayed  for.  In  the  two  last  descrip- 
tions of  cases,  I  think  that  Congress  is  bound 
attentively  to  receive  the  petitions,  and  re- 
spectfully to  dispose  of  them. 

It  has  been  argued  that,  when  a  petition  is 
once  put  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  the 
I'ight  of  petitioning  has  been  practically  en- 
joyed ;  and  that  the  Senate  may  reject  it  in- 
stantly, refer  it,  lay  it  upon  the  table,  or  dis- 
pose of  it  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Undoubt- 
edly this  is  true ;  but  in  the  great  business  of 
human  life,  public  and  private,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  transacted  is  often  as  important, 
sometimes  more  important,  than  what  is  done 
or  refused.  And  a  wise  Government  should 
he  particularly  careful  not  to  wound  or  inflame 
popular  sensibility  on  subjects  respecting  which 
large  masses  choose  to  exercise  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  petition.  The  course  which 
the  Senate  has  pursued,  in  regard  to  these  abo- 
lition petitions,  for  about  two  years  past,  is 
this :  a  Senator  states  from  his  place  that  he 
is  charged  with  the  presentation  of  one  of 
them,  and  moves  that  it  be  received.  Another 
Senator  thereupon  rises,  ancLmoves  that  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petitiorHje  laid  upon  the 
table ;  and  the  Senate  accordingly  orders  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table ;  and  thus  the  petition  is  not  received 
in  a  parliamentary  sense.  The  Senate  does  not 
decide  the  question  of  its  reception. 

This  course  I  have  always  thought  unfortu- 
nate. It  is  unsatisfactory.  The  petitioners  feel 
that  they  have  been  neglected,  and  they  allege 
that  the  right  of  petition  has  been  denied.  But 
it  has  been  contended  that  these  petitioners  ai'e 
mad  and  reckless  fanatics,  and  it  has  been  in- 
dignantly asked  whether  they  merit  respectful 
treatment.  Mr.  President,  my  observation  and 
experience  in  life  have  taught  me,  that  when 
we  are  addressed  or  assailed,  our  conduct 
should  not  be  regulated  by  the  harsh,  vitupera- 
tive, or  fanatical  language,  or  the  condition, 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  those  who  approach  us, 
but  by  the  standard  of  our  own  respectability, 
standing,  and  character  in  life.  And  in  regard 
to  these  petitions,  the  question  should  not  be 
BO  much  what  do  the  petitioners  deserve,  as 
what  is  due  from  the  calm,  elevated,  dignified, 
august  character  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  ? 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  what  becomes  us 


is  to  keep  the  Abolitionists  separate  and  distinct 
from  all  other  classes,  standing  out  in  bold  and 
prominent  relief;  and  the  subject  of  abolition 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  right  of  petition, 
from  Texas,  and  from  all  other  subjects ;  let 
them  stand  alone,  unmixed  with  the  rest  of  the 
community,  without  the  general  sympathy,  and 
exposed  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  united 
opinion  of  all  who  desire  the  peace,  the  harmony, 
and  the  union  of  this  Confederacy.  I  would 
receive,  respectfully  receive,  their  petitions, 
refer  them,  and  occasionally  present  calm,  dis- 
passionate, and  argumentative  reports  against 
them.  This  is  the  manner  in  which  petitions 
for  abolition  were  received  in  the  first  Con- 
gress, upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son ;  and  that  in  which  they  were  ever  after- 
wards received,  imtil  the  practice  was  changed 
about  two  years  ago. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  fanatics  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  argument ;  and  it  is  trium- 
phantly asked,  will  you  condescend  to  ai'gue 
with  such  deluded  persons  ?  Yes  1  I  say,  yes. 
To  preserve  these  admirable  institutions  of 
ours,  and  this  glorious  Union  from  the  possi- 
bility of  aU  danger,  I  would  argue  witli  any 
one,  with  lunatics  themselves,  in  their  lucid 
intervals,  and  argue  again  and  again.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  call  alone  the  Abolitionists  to  a 
sense  of  peace  and  duty,  that  these  appeals  to 
the  reason,  the  judgment,  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  country,  should  be  sent  forth  from  these 
halls.  They  would  address  themselves,  with 
powerful  effect,  to  all  that,  vastly  the  largest, 
portion  of  the  Northern  community  who  are 
uninfected  by  abolitionism.  When  has  Con- 
gress nnsuccessfuUy  appealed  to  the  intelli- 
gence, the  patriotism,  and  the  valor  of  the 
American  people  ?  In  such  a  cause  we  should 
never  tire  nor  despair, 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  apprehension,  not 
the  smallest,  for  the  safety  of  the  Union,  from 
any  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  will 
not  answer  for  consequences  which  may  ensue 
from  harsh  and  opprobrious  language,  and  from 
indiscretion  and  rashness  on  the  part  of  indi- 
viduals or  of  Congress,  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
allow  ourselves  to  speak  too  frequently,  and 
with  too  much  levity,  of  a  separation  of  this 
Union.  It  is  a  terrible  word,  to  which  our 
ears  should  not  be  familiarized.  I  desire  to  see 
in  continued  safety  and  prosperity  this  Union, 
and  no  other  Union.  I  go  for  this  Union  as  it 
is,  one  and  indivisible,  without  diminution.  I 
will  neither  voluntarily  leave  it,  nor  be  driven 
out  of  it  by  force.  Here,  in  my  place,  I  shall 
contend  for  all  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
has  sent  me  here.  I  shall  contend  for  them 
with  undoubting  confidence,  and  in  all  the  se- 
curity which  the  Union  confers,  under  all  the 
high  sanctions  which  the  guarantees  of  the  con- 
stitution afford,  and  with  the  perfect  conviction 
that  they  are  safer  in  the  Union  than  they 
would  be  out  of  the  Union.  I  am  opposed  to 
all  separate  confederacies  and  to  all  sectional 
conventions.    No  state  of  actual  danger  exists 
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to  render  them  expedient,  or  to  justify  delibera- 
tion about  them.  This  Union,  this  Govern- 
ment, has  done  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  to 
excite  the  smallest  alarm.  It  will  do  nothing ; 
but  if  it  should ;  if,  contrary  to  all  human  prob- 
ability, the  rights  and  the  security  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  shall  be  assailed  by  any  author- 
itative act  emanating  from  this  capitol,  a  state 
of  things  for  resistance,  forcible  resistance,  will 
then  occur.  It  will  be  time  enough  then  to 
act.  ISTo  man  in  full  health  will  take  medicine 
because  he  may  be  sick,  amputate  a  perfectly 
sound  limb,  because  it  may  be  fractured  or 
seized  with  gangrene,  or  perpetrate  suicide  be- 
cause death  is  his  ultimate  and  inevitable 
doom.  ,  And,  sii-,  when  that  fatal  day  shall 
come,  if  it  ever  do  come,  when  the  slave-holding 
States  have  to  defend,  by  force,  their  rights,  the 
State  whose  servant  I  am  will  rush  to  battle, 
as  she  always  has  done,  with  her  accustomed 
ardor,  and  with  gallantry  unsurpassed  by  that 
of  any  other  .State.  And  those  States  and  their 
citizens  will  be  found  to  sustain  these  rights 
with  most  vigor  and  success,  who,  unmoved  by 
false  alarms  or  imaginary  or  aggravated  dangers, 
with  a  firm  and  fixed  purpose  of  soul,  stand 
prepared,  in  every  real  exigency,  to  vindicate 
them  at  every  extremity. 

Having,  Mr.  President,  said  so  much  on  the 
general  subject,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  will  read  certain  resolutions  which  I  have 
prepared,  embracing  the  whole  ground  occu- 
pied by  any  of  the  petitions  in  respect  to  do- 
mestic slavery  in  the  United  States.  They  are 
the  following : 

Renohed,  That  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery, 
as  now  existing  in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy, is  Subject  to  the  exclusive  power  and  control 
of  those  States  respectively  ;  and  that  no  other  State, 
nor  the  people  of  any  other  State,  nor  Congress,  pos- 
sess, or  can  rightfully  exercise,  any  power  or  author- 
ity whatever  to  interfere  in  any  manner  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
regardless  of  the  spirit  of  peace,  harmony,  and  union, 
which  should  ever  animate  the  various  members  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  their  respective  citizens,  shall 
present  to  the  Senate  any  petitions  touching  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  it 
exists,  all  such  petitions  shall  be  instantly  rejected, 
without  debate,  and  without  further  or  other  proceed- 
ings thereon,  as  relating  to  an  object  palpably  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
ceded  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  the 
United  States,  domestic  slavery  existed  in  both  of 
those  States,  including  the  ceded  territory  ;  and  that, 
as  it  still  continues  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not  be 
abolished,  within  the  District,  without  a  violation  of 
that  good  faith  which  was  implied  in  the  cession,  and 
in  the  acceptance  of  the  territory,  nor,  unless  com- 
pensation were  made  to  the  proprietors  of  slaves 
without  a  manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  without 
exciting  a  degree  of  just  alarm  and  apprehension  in 
the  States  recognizing  slavery,  far  transcending,  in 
mischievous  tendency,  any  possible  benefit  which 
could  be  accomplished  by  the  abolition. 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate,  that  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery  ought  not  to  be  abolished  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and  it  earnestly  hopes  that  all  sincere 
friends  of  the  Union,  and  of  harmony  and  general 
tranquillity,  will  cease  to  agitate  this  disturbing  ques- 
tion. But  the  Senate  feels  itself,  at  the  same  time, 
constrained,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty  in  respect  to 
the  constitutional  right  of  petition,  to  declare  that  it 
holds  itself  bound  to  receive  and  respectfully  to  treat 
any  petitions,  couched  in  decorous  language,  which 
may  be  presented  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
touching  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That,  upon  the  presentation  of 
any  such  petitions,  they  shall  be  received,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  because  of  the 
serious  alarm  and  just  apprehensions  which  would 
be  thereby  excited  in  the  States  sustaining  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  Terri- 
tory have  not  asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  when  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union,  will  be  exclusively 
entitled  to  decide  that  question  for  themselves ;  and, 
also,  because  it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  solemn 
compromise,  made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  by  which,  while  slavery 
was  prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the 
hne  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude. 

Resolved,  That  no  power  is  delegated,  by  the  con- 
stitution, to  Congress,  to  prohibit,  in  or  between  the 
States  tolerating  slavery,  the  sale  and  removal  of 
such  persons  as  are  held  in  slavery  by  the  laws  of 
those  States. 

Resolved,  That,  whilst  the  Senate,  with  painful 
regret,  has  seen  the  perseverance  of  certain  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  the  agitation  of  the  abohtion 
of  domestic  slavery,  thereby  creating  distrust  and 
discontent  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States,^ho  should  ever  cherish  towards 
each  other  frater^  sentiments,  it  beholds,  with  the 
deepest  satisfaction,  everywhere  prevailing  an  uncon- 
querable attachment  to  the  Union,  as  the  sure  bul- 
wark of  the  safety,  liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States. 

There  is  nothing  abstract  or  metaphysical  in 
them.  They  relate  to  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the  United 
States  where  it  exists,  and  -to  the  sale  and  re- 
moval of  slaves  in  the  States  whose  laws  recog- 
nize the  institution  of  slavery.  They  do  not 
seek  to  renovate  any  party,  nor  to  place  the 
high  interests  to  which  they  relate  in  the  ex- 
clusive custody  of  any  one  party.  Kesting 
upon,  and  sustained  by,  the  constitution,  they 
appeal  to  the  sound  discretion,  the  sober  judg- 
ment, and  the  patriotism  of  all  parties.  I  may 
not  ask  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  expressed 
upon  each  of  them ;  but  I  shall  oflFer  that  relat- 
ing to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  to 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  fifth  resolution,  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  I  think  the  charge  upon 
the  petitioners  of  intermeddling  with  abolition 
in  this  District  is  harsh,  and  that  some  less 
offensive  word  should  be  used.    The  District  of 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


599 


2d  Sess.] 


Mr.  Calhoun's  Besolutions. 


[jANnAKY,  1S38, 


Columbia  is  the  seat  of  the  common  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  It  was  ceded  for 
that  express  purpose.  Each  State  has  as  much 
interest  in  it,  and  as  much  right  to  petition 
about  any  thing  within  it,  as  any  other  State, 
and  no  more.  Nor  can  I  concur  with  the  reso- 
lution, in  declaring  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  a,.direct 
and  dangerous  attack  upon  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  States.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  it  would  excite  "  a  degree  of  just  alarm  and 
apprehension  in  the  States  recognizing  slavery  " 
far  transcending  in  mischievous  tendency,  any 
possible  benefit  which  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  abolition,  or  to  use  any  other  equivalent 
language.  In  conclusion,  I  move  tlie  third 
resolution  of  the  series  which  I  have  suggested, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  resolution  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Calhoun  felt  some  inducement  to  perse- 
vere in  the  course  he  had  heretofore  pursued^ 
by  now  seeing  the  concessions  which  were  pro- 
posed by  the  resolutions  just  read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  He  now  saw  it  conceded, 
that  where  the  object  was  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional, the  Senate  was  not  bound  to  receive  a 
petition.  At  first,  the  broad  ground  was  taken 
that  the  right  of  petition  was  so  sacred  that  any 
refusal  to  receive  a  petition,  no  matter  on  what 
subject,  and  no  matter  how  objectionable  its 
language,  would  be  an  invasion  of  it.  Now  it 
was  conceded  that  they  were  not  bound  to  re- 
ceive a  petition  when  the  subject  of  it  was 
clearly  unconstitutional.  Now,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to 
the  fifth  resolution.  He  would  state,  in  general 
terms,  what  was  the  great  characteristic  differ- 
ence'between  them.  The  Senator  went  on  the 
principle  that  concession  was  the  way  to  meet 
these  Abolitionists.  He,  on  the  other  hand, 
went  on  the  ground  that  we  have  no  safety  but 
in  standing  fast  on  our  rights.  The  Abolition- 
ists tell  you  that  their  object  is  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  but  one  step  tow- 
ards final  abolition  in  the  States.  With  this 
object,  avowed  by  the  Abolitionists,  what  do 
duty  and  policy  demand  on  our  part  ?  We  see 
the  end ;  and  that,  if  it  can  be  effected,  it  would 
be  our  destruction.  Shall  we  yield,  or  stand 
fast?  That  is  the  question.  If  we  yield  an 
inch,  we  are  gone.  The  very  ground  on  which 
we  are  asked  to  make  the  first  concession  will 
be  urged  on  us  with  equal  force  to  make  the 
second,  the  third,  and  every  intermediate  one, 
till  the  last  is  consummated.  The  first  is  to 
yield  the  right  of  petition,  and  to  discuss  the 
subject  with  the  Abolitionists,  in  order  to  ap- 
pease them,  and  to  stop  agitation.  This  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  urges  on 
us,  which  he  tells  us  would  have  a  happy  effect 
in  quieting  the  public  feeling.  Does  he  not  see 
that,  if  we  should  have  the  folly  to  make  this 
concession,  we  will  be  next  urged  to  yield  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District  on  the 
very  same  ground  ?  "We  will  be  told  that  there 
are  but  two  thousand  slaves  in  the  District,  and 


if  we  yield  to  so  small  a  request,  aU  will  be 
quiet.  If  that  he  conceded,  we  wiU  be  next 
told,  we  must  yield  to  the  abolition  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  then  to  the  abolition  of  what  they 
call  the  slave-trade  between  the  States,  and, 
finally,  to  abolition  in  the  States.  At  every 
step  they  would  become  stronger,  and  we 
weaker,  if  we  should  be  so  infatuated  as  to 
make  the  first  concession;  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  at  each  step,  would  no  doubt 
be  able  to  read  just  such  a  letter  as  he  had  just 
read,  from  some  well-intentioned  but  weak  in- 
dividual from  the  North,  telling  us,  if  we  would 
only  yield  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  all  will 
be  quiet,  and  that  our  cause  will  be  strength-, 
ened.  No :  there  never  was  a  question  agitated 
where  the  most  unyielding  opposition  was  so 
necessary  for  success.  The  difference  between 
him  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  as 
wide  as  the  poles. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhouk,  ob- 
served, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  seems 
highly  delighted  with  having  gained  a  point 
which  he  calls  a  concession  on  my  part :  that 
is,  the  immediate  rejection  of  all  petitions 
touching  abolition  in  the  States.  But  who  ever 
contended  that  Congress  was  bound  to  enter- 
tain petitions  relating  to  an  object  manifestly 
beyond  the  scope  of  its  constitutional  powers  ? 
We  have  only  insisted  upon  its  obligation  to 
receive  petitions  when  Congress  possesses 
power,  or  the  power,  being  controverted,  is  a 
fit  subject  of  investigation.  Whatever  has  been 
gained  by  the  Senator,  in  respect  to  these,  I 
fear  is  more  than  neutralized  by  a  loss  to  the 
slave-holding  interest,  arising  from  the  handle 
which  is  made  of  an  alleged  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition.  If  our  object  really  be  to  diminish 
the  number  of  petitioners,  we  should  present 
no  collateral  or  false  issues  to  the  country. 

But  the  Senator  expresses  his  alarm  at  the 
reception  of  petitions.  Why,  sir,  what  is  there 
justly  alarming  in  the  mere  fact  of  receiving  a 
petition?  Action,  Congressional  action,  alon© 
can  justify  alarm.  The  Senator  thinks  my  reso- 
lutions make  a  concession.  Of  what?  The 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States?  No. 
They  demand  an  instantaneous  rejection  of  all 
such  petitions,  as  being  palpably  beyond  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  therefore  not  even  de- 
batable. The  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  ?  No.  The  strongest  grounds — stronger 
than  the  Senator's  own  resolution — are  assumed 
against  it.  The  right  to  abolish  it  in  the  Tei-ri- 
tory  of  Florida  ?  No.  All  the  considerations 
against  it  are  arrayed  in  forcible  language. 
The  right  to  prohibit  the  sale  and  removal  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State  ?  No.  The  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  do  that  is  de- 
nied. And  it  is  remarkable  that,  while  my 
resolutions  deny  that  power,  his  are  altogether 
silent  about  it. 

Concession !  We  cannot  alter  the  con.stitu- 
tion.  It  is  that  which  guarantees  the  right  of 
petition ;  and  the  alleged  concession  is  to  be 
found  not  in  my  resolution,  but  in  the  consti- 
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tution.  But  what,  again  I  ask,  is  there  in  the 
fact  of  receiving  a  petition  which  is  to  throw 
ns  into  a  nervous  fit  ?  "Why,  sir,  if  a  man  were 
to  present  me  a  petition  to  grant  him  Ashland, 
(or  Orozimbo!  exclaimed  some  Senator — or 
Orozimbo,  said  Mr.  Clay,  whose  death  I  am 
sorry  to  announce  to  the  Senate,  and  he  was  a 
great  loss,  public  and  private,)  I  would,  without 
the  least  apprehension  for  the  loss  of  my  prop- 
erty, put  it  in  my  pocket,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  "Will  not  the  Senator  comprehend  the 
difference  between  the  act  of  receiving  a  peti- 
tion, and  the  grant  of  the  thing  petitioned  for  ? 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  ad- 
verted to  the  radical  difference  between  us  on 
this  subjects  I  regret  it,  but  I  fear  that  it  is 
not  confined  to  this  matter.  For  a  long  period 
of  our  service  in  the  public  councils,  no  two 
public  men  ever  coincided  upon  all  great  meas- 
ures of  policy  more  than  the  Senator  and  my- 
self. "We  agreed  as  to  the  War,  the  Tariflf,  In- 
ternal Improvements,  a  National  Bank,  etc. 
But  when,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  I  heard 
the  Senator,  at  the  extra  session,  declare  that 
he  had  always  thought  a  national  bank  uncon- 
stitutional, the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  opinion 
which  connected  us  was  broken  and  destroyed. 

The  honorable  Senator  is  not  more  firmly  re- 
solved than  I  am  to  sustain  the  just  rights  of 
the  slave-holding  States.  "We  differ  as  to  the 
means.  He  goes  for  strong  language,  menacing 
tones,  and  irritating  measures ;  I  for  temperate, 
but  firm,  language,  conciliation,  and  for  obey- 
ing the  injunction  of  the  constitution,  in  respect 
to  the  right  of  petition,  which  is  never  improp- 
erly denied  without  wounding  popular  sensibil- 
ity. He,  doubtless,  does  not  desire  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  Union ;  but  I  cannot  but 
fear  that  his  whole  course  on  this  subject  has 
that  tendency.  I  think  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings here  should  be  regulated  by  the  fact  that 
the  States  are  all  parts  of  one  great  confederacy, 
and  should  seek  to  increase  the  harmony  and 
strengthen  the  union  between  them.  "We 
should  never  act  as  if  we  were  a  divided  peo- 
ple, or  could  possibly  become  so.  "We  are  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  divorces,  sep- 
aration, disunion.  In  private  life,  if  a  wife 
pouts,  and  frets,  and  scolds,  what  would  he 
thought  of  the  good  sense  or  discretion  of  the 
husband,  who  should  threaten  her  with  separa- 
tion, divorce,  disunion  ?  who  should  use  these 
terrible  words  upon  every  petty  disagreement 
in  domestic  life  ?  No  man,  who  has  a  heax't  or 
right  feelings,  would  employ  such  idle  menaces. 
He  would  approach  the  lady  with  kind  and 
conciliatory  language,  and  apply  those  natural 
and  more  agreeable  remedies,  which  never  fail 
to  restore  domestic  harmony.  [A  general  burst 
of  laughter,  which  continued  for  some  time.] 

Mr.  Oaldoun  replied,  that  if  he  had  really 
been  inconsistent,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  in 
reference  to  the  bank,  he  might  find  a  justifica- 
tion in  the  example  of  the  Senator  himself. 
The  only  difference  between  them  would  he 
that  the  Senator  had  changed  from  an  anti- 


bank  to  a  bank  man,  and  he  from  a  bank  to  an 
anti-bank  man. 

The  subject  of  the  bank,  and  the  consistency 
of  himself  and  the  Senator,  had  been  gratui- 
tously introduced,  and  did  not  belong  to  the 
question  under  consideration ;  but  as  the  Sen- 
ator had  thought  proper  to  make  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  he  felt  called  on  to  repel  it.  He, 
then,  had  never  been,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the 
term,  a  bank  man,  as  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  system  ever  since  he  had  formed  a  delib- 
erate and  mature  opinion  in  relation  to  it.  It 
is  true,  he  supported  the  chartering  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1816,  but  it  is  no 
less  true  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  system  at 
that  time,  and  so  expressed  himself  in  his  open- 
ing speech  on  the  question.  In  supporting  the 
bank  then,  he  yielded  to  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  necessity  of  the  case,  growing  out  of  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks — a  connection  which  originated  before 
his  time,  and  was  beyond  his  control.  He  then 
said  that,  so  long  as  that  connection  existed — 
so  long  as  the  Government  received  and  treated 
bank  notes  as  gold  and  silver — it  was  bound  to 
regulate  the  banks,  and  that  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  the  only  efficient  and  legiti- 
mate means  of  effecting  it ;  and  such  is  still  his 
opinion. 

If,  then,  his  course  in  1816  and  now,  was  dif- 
ferent in  relation  to  the  bank,  it  must  Ije  traced 
to  a  change  of  circumstances,  and  not  to  a 
change  of  opinion.  At  the  former  period,  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks  existed  with  no  prospect  of  its  termina- 
tion, or  the  possibility  of  rescinding  it;  but, 
now,  fortunately,  it  has  ceased  by  operation  of 
law ;  and  he,  for  the  first  time  since  he*  had 
been  in  public  life,  was  free  to  take  a  position  in 
reference  to  the  bank  in  conformity  to  his  prin- 
ciples. Four  years  ago,  on  questions  growing 
out  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  explicitly 
avowed  his  opinion,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  the  system.  If  this  was  the  only  charge 
of  inconsistency  that  could  be  brought  against 
him  in  a  long  political  life,  he  had  reason  cer- 
tainly to  congratulate  himself  as  not  being  in- 
consistent, and  he  certainly  had  as  much  right 
to  accuse  the  Senator  of  sepai-ating  from  him, 
as  he  had  to  make  the  charge  against  him. 

But  the  Senator  is  not  content  with  making 
the  charge  of  inconsistency.  He  makes  the 
grave  accusation  against  him  of  alluding  to  the 
possible  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  but  fortu- 
nately for  him,  there  was  but  a  slight  differeixoe 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  in  reference 
to  this  accusation.  "We  both  speak  of  the  pos- 
sible dissolution  of  the  Union ;  the  Senator 
when  the  bank  is  the  subject  of  discussion,  and 
he  when  abolition.  That  is  all ;  and  he  might 
with  as  much  justice  charge  the  Senator  with 
hostility  to  the  Union,  as  he  had  him. 

But  the  Senator  tells  us  that  we  set  out  in 
public  life  together;  that  we  travelled  a  long 
time  the  same  road,  but  have  separated.  He 
believed  it  was  true,  that  we  both  set  out  on 
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the  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  party.  We 
both  professed  at  the  start  the  doctrines  of  '98, 
and  belonged  to  the  Eepublican  party  ;  and  it 
is  true  that  we  are  now  separated.  He  left  it 
to  the  world  to  judge  which  had  departed  from 
the  original  faith. 

Mr.  Olat.  The  Senator  himself  was  the  first 
to  speak  of  a  radical  difference  between  him 
and  me  on  all  subjects.  We  set  out  in  life  to- 
gether; but  in  his  opinion  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cut  asunder  the  last  chain  be- 
tween us.  We  were  together  in  '98,  and  since 
then  we  have  taken  long  voyages ;  but  whither 
did  the  principles  of  '98  carry  him  ?  into  what 
port  ?  They  carried  me  into  the  port  in  which 
I  always  anchor — the  port  of  the  Union — the 
whole  Union — without  the  separation  from  it 
of  any  member. 

The  Senator  chose  to  repeat  what  is  no  nov- 
elty, but  has  been  often  suggested  on  this  floor, 
that  I  have  changed  my  opinion  as  to  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Oalhotjh".    I  accused  him  of  no  change.] 

But  I  have  changed,  resumed  Mr.  Olat  ;  and 
I  have  changed  with  the  country.  I  opposed 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  want 
of  constitutional  power,  and  on  other  grounds. 
But  the  war  came,  then  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  derangement  of  the  currency ; 
and  the  whole  country  cried  out  for  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  country  had  been 
adverse  to  a  bank  in  1816,  it  could  not  have 
been  established.  If  I  am  taunted  with  such 
a  change,  I  thank  God  it  is  the  only  point  of 
national  policy  which,  in  the  whole  of  my  pub- 
lic life,  I  have  changed. 

In  1815-'16  the  constitutional  power  to  estab- 
lish a  bank  was  admitted.  We  were  then  in 
habits  of  the  greatest  intimacy.  I  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  he  at  the  head  of 
the  committee  out  of  which  the  bank  grew. 
Never  then  did  I  hear  from  him  a  sentiment 
adverse  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
establish  a  bank ;  and  when,  afterwards,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
heard  it  for  the  first  time,  mutual  surprise  was 
expressed  and  felt. 

Mr.  GALnoTTN  replied,  that  the  Senator  draws 
a  feeble  conclusion,  if  he  intends  to  impeach  the 
correctness  of  his  memory  in  reference  to  his 
course  in  1816.  It  would  indeed  be  surprising 
if,  after  more  than  twenty  years,  the  Senator 
should  recollect  the  position  which  he  assumed 
in  discussion  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the 
banking  system,  while  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  he  should  forget  it,  even  if  it  attracted  his 
attention  at  the  time.  Four  years  since,  on  an 
occasion  not  less  memorable,  he  made  the 
strongest  declaration  against  the  system  which 
stands  on  record,  and  yet  the  Senator  does  not 
recollect  it ;  and  with  what  propriety,  then, 
can  the  Senator  venture  to  appeal  to  the  ab- 
sence of  his  recollection  on  the  same  subject 
twenty-two  years  since,  with  the  view  of  im- 
peaching the  correctness  of  his  memory  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  not  controvert  the 


assertion  of  the  gentleman,  but  he  had  not 
heard  him. 


Wednesdat,  January  10; 
Mr.  Calhotiri's  SesolutioTW. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
fifth  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Mr.  Clay. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  examined  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  which  had  been  offered  as  a  substitute 
for  the  fifth  resolution,  and  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  his  mind  to  give  it  his 
support,  or  to  vote  for  it  if  it  should  be  adopted 
in  any  thing  like  its  present  shape. 

It,  in  the  first  place,  entirely  abandoned  the 
Territories  to  the  Abolitionists.  His  fifth  reso- 
lution covered  both  this  District  and  the  Terri- 
tories, but  the  amendment  wholly  omitted  the 
latter,  and  left  them  defenceless  to  the  invasion 
of  the  foe. 

He  next  objected,  that  it  conceded,  by  almost 
necessary  implication,  the  right  of  Congress  to 
appropriate  the  public  funds  to  purchase  and 
emancipate  slaves ;  a  concession  among  the 
most  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  that  could 
be  made.  If  once  admitted,  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  complete  the  end  the  Abolitionists  have 
in  view,  and  that  wholly  at  our  expense.  If 
we  yield  that  point,  the  work  will  soon  be  con- 
summated. 

His  next  objection  was,  that  it  impliedly  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  receive 
and  discuss  petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District :  in  his  opinion  a  most  unfounded  and 
dangerous  assumption ;  but  he  had  so  fully  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  on  that  point,  on  former 
occasions,  that  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  repeating  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion. 

He  finally  objected,  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment,  and  of  the  remarks  with  which  it 
was  ushered  in,  was  altogether  too  low  for  the 
subject  and  the  occasion.  He  was  adverse  to 
all  violence  of  language,  in  the  expression  of 
legislative  opinions  ;  but  when  the  subject  was 
one  of  such  unprovoked  outrage  on  one-half  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  and  so  pregnant  with 
disastrous  consequences  to  all,  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  impression  of  propriety  to 
speak  in  the  low  and  subdued  tone  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Clay  said:  As  to  the  amendment  not 
providing  protection  for  the  Territories  in  the 
series  of  resolutions  which  he  had  offered  yes- 
terday, there  was  one  that  expressly  provided 
for  Florida,  the  only  Territory  concerned, 
placed  on  the  strongest  grounds. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  pur- 
chase the  slaves  in  the  District,  the  amendment 
recognized  no  such  thing.  It -simply  says  yon 
cannot  emancipate  them  without  compensation. 
But  whether  you  can  do  it  at  all  or  not,  it  does 
not  assert. 
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My  idea  in  framing  that  resolution  was  to 
throw  around  the  District  of  Columbia  every 
security  in  three  distinct  propositions.  One 
was  the  plighted  faith  of  this  Government  in 
the  transaction  by  which  the  District  was  ac- 
quired. The  next  was,  that  you  have  no  right 
to  abolish  slavery  here  without  indemnity.  The 
third  was,  that  you  cannot  do  it  without  excit- 
ing a  degree  of  alarm  in  the  Southern  States  of 
this  Union — without  transcending  aU  the  bene- 
fits of  any  results. 

The  Senator's  third  objection  is  to  the  right 
of  petition  involved  in  the  amendment.  I  warn 
the  Senate  that  there  can  be  no  continuance  of 
the  invasion  of  the  right  to  petition.  Mr.  0. 
mentioned  a  State  Legislature  that  had  now 
under  consideration  this  subject  of  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition ;  and  from  Kentucky,  a 
slave  country,  he  had  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  most  intelligent  men,  in 
which  he  says  you  cannot  maintain  your 
ground ;  beware  how  you  attempt  it.  This  is 
a  point  on  which  I  know  I  differ  from  the  Sen- 
ator, and  I  should  regard  nothing  more  fatal 
than  a  deliberate  determination  of  this  body  to 
invade  the  right  of  petition.  Does  not  every 
State  claim  in  the  District  equal  rights  ?  There 
is  but  one  measure  more  fatal  than  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  that  is  to  adopt  the 
concluding  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina. 

The  last  objection  was  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  was  subdued ;  but  with  what  pro- 
priety is  this  charge?  It  is  in  langaage  as 
strong  as  ever  was  used.  You  cannot  abolish 
slavery  without  a  breach  of  the  public  faith. 
Can  any  thing  be  stronger  ?  It  equals  the  con- 
stitution itself. 

Mr.  BxTOHAiTAN'  inquired  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand the  Senator  from  Kentucky  as  having 
modified  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  would  readily  do  so,  and 
accordingly  struck  out  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion relating  to  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
slaves. 

Mr.  0.  said  that  there  was  one  observation 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  resolution  un- 
der consideration.  He  believed  that  we  had 
but  one  Territory,  that  of  Florida;  and  how 
could  we  assert  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  would  be  a  violation  of  faith, 
implied  in  the  cession  of  the  District,  since 
Florida  was  acquired  twenty  years  after  the 
cession. 

Mr.  Peeston,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  append  the 
words  "  violation  of  the  public  faith,  implied 
in  the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
amendment  or  substitute,  and  it  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cuthbcrt,  Fulton,  King,  Nilcs.  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 


inson, Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  and  Wil- 
liams— 19. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Wright,  and  Young — 18. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended, 

Mr.  Btjohanan  inquired  if  the  question  was 
divisible. 

The  Vice  Peesident  replied  that,  according 
to  Parliamentary  rules,  the  question  at  its  pres- 
ent stage  was  not  divisible. 

Mr.  Steange  said:  The  present  discussion 
had,  he  believed,  done  mischief;  an4  the  most 
likely  method  of  counteracting  that  mischief 
was  by  making,  in  the  result,  a  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  with  much  unanimity.  The 
apprehension  that  many  of  our  friends  would 
not  go  with  us  upon  the  fifth  resolution  in  its 
original  terms,  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  as  modified  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Nixes.)  For  him- 
self, he  greatly  preferred  the  original  resolution, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  for  its  condensation  of 
substance  and  terseness  of  style.  The  advan- 
tage of  a  resolution  so  constructed  had  been 
fully  and  happily  expressed  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Aixen;)  but,  fearing  they 
could  not  make  so  imposing  a  show  upon  it  as 
upon  the  substitute,  he  had  voted  for  it.  He 
had,  in  fact,  feared  an  actual  defeat.  But  the 
result  of  the  vote  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  being  19  to  18,  had  satisfied  him 
that,  in  point  of  numbers,  they  could  do  quite 
or  nearly  as  well  upon  the  original  resolution, 
and,  in  point  of  expression  much  better ;  and  he 
therefore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Sisange's  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  adopting  Mr.  Clay's  sub- 
stitute being  taken,  it  was  carried.  So  Mr. 
Clay's  resolution  then  came  up  as  an  original 
question. 

Mr.  BiTOHAiTAii  said  that  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  w'hich  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  modified  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Niles,)  in  re- 
gard to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  met 
his  decided  approbation.  It  placed  the  question 
upon  its  true  principles.  We  wUl  not  abolish 
slavery  in  this  District,  because  it  was  orig- 
inally a  slave-holding  territory,  and  the  sur- 
rounding States  by  which  it  was  ceded  are 
still  slave-holding  States ;  and  because  it  would 
establish  in  the  midst  of  them  a  place  of  refuge 
for  their  fugitive  slaves ;  it  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  and  security  of  their  citizens, 
and  would  erect  a  citadel  from  whence  to  scat- 
ter the  seeds  of  servile  insurrection  throughout 
their  borders.  Now  he  wished  a  distinct  vote 
to  be  taken  upon  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment which  related  exclusively  to  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  he  supposed  this  could  only 
be  obtained  by  striking  out  all  that  portion  of 
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the  amendment  which  related  to  Florida  and 
the  Indian  country.  In  making  this  motion, 
he  desired  to  be  distinctly  understood.  He  did 
not  wish  to  prevent  a  direct  vote  on  this  second 
portion  of  the  resolution.  It  could  be  offered 
afterwards  as  a  substantive  resolution.  All  he 
desired  was  to  detach  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  related  to  this  District  from 
what  followed ;  and  thus  obtain  the  strongest 
possible  vote  in  its  favor.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by 
moving  to  strike  out  the  second  part  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Sevibe  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
regretted  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  not  consented  to  receive  it.  As  for  the 
second  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  he  was  in  favor  of  it,  and 
should  therefore  vote  against  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Btjohastan's  motion  was  carried — ayes 
24,  noes  13. 

Mr.  Kestg,  of  Alabama,  to  prevent  any  difiS- 
culty,  asked  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  if 
he  would  agree,  in  case  his  motion  should  pre- 
vail, to  oflfer  the  second  part  of  the  resolution 
as  a  distinct  resolution. 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  replied,  certainly.  He  could 
have  no  objection  to  place  it  in  the  same  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  found  it ;  without,  how- 
ever, thereby  pledging  himself  to  support  aU 
the  principles  which  it  contained. 

Mr.  "Webster  said  he  could  not  concur  in  this 
resolution.  I  do  not  know  (said  he)  any  mat- 
ter of  fact,  or  any  ground  of  argument,  on  which 
this  affirmation  of  plighted  faith  can  be  sustain- 
ed. I  see  nothing  by  which  Congress  has  tied 
np  its  hands,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  so  as 
to  put  its  clear  constitutional  power  beyond  the 
exercise  of  its  own  discretion.  I  have  care- 
fully examined  the  acts  of  cession  by  the  States, 
the  act  of  Congress,  the  proceedings  and  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  find  nothing  to  lead  me  to 
doubt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  all  parties  to 
leave  this,  like  other  subjects  belonging  to  the 
legislation  for  the  ceded  territory,  entirely  to 
the  discretion  and  wisdom  of  Congress.  The 
words  of  the  constitution  are  clear  and  plain. 
None  could  be  clearer  or  plainer.  Congress, 
by  that  instrument,  has  power  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  territory,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever.  The  acts  of  cession  con- 
tain no  limitation,  condition,  or  qualification 
whatever,  except  that,  out  of  abundant  caution, 
there  is  inserted  a  proviso  that  nothing  in  the 
,  acts  contained  should  be  construed  to  vest  in 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the 
soil  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals 
therein,  otherwise  than  as  such  individuals 
might  themselves  transfer  their  right  of  soil  to 
the  United  States.  The  acts  of  cession  declare 
that  the  tract  of  country  '•  is  forever  ceded  and 
relinquished  to  Congress  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  full  and  absolute 
right  and  exclusive  jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil 
as  of  persons  residing  or  to  reside  therein,  pur- 


suant to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States." 

.  Now,  that  section  to  which  reference  is  thus 
expressly  made  in  these  deeds  of  cession,  de- 
clares that  Congress  shall  have  power  "  to  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, over  such  District,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular 
States  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States." 

Nothing,  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be 
clearer  than  that  the  States  making  the  cession 
expected  Congress  to  exercise  over  the  District 
precisely  that  power,  and  neither  more  nor  less, 
which  the  constitution  had  conferred  upon  it. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  provision,  or  the  inten- 
tion, either  of  the  constitution  in  granting  the 
power,  or  of  the  States  in  making  the  cession, 
could  be  expressed  in  a  manner  more  absolutely 
free  from  all  doubt  or  ambiguity. 

If  the  assertion  contained  in  this  resolution 
be  true,  a  very  strange  result,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
must  follow.  The  resolution  afiirms  that  the 
faith  of  Congress  is  pledged  indefinitely.  It 
makes  no  limitation  of  time  or  circumstance. 
If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  an  obligation  that  binds 
forever,  as  much  as  if  it  were  one  of  the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  constitution  itself.  And  at  all 
times  hereafter,  even  when  in  the  course  of 
their  history,  availing  themselves  of  events,  or 
changing  their  views  of  policy,  the  States  them- 
selves should  make  provisions  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  slaves,  in  this  District,  neverthe- 
less, the  existing  state  of  things  could  not  be 
changed. 

Mr.  BtroHANAir  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webstke)  had 
not  placed  the  question  upon  its  true  grounds. 
He  would  ask,  did  any  human  being  suppose 
that  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  would 
have  ever  thought  of  ceding  this  District  to  the 
United  States,  if  they  had  imagined  that  Con- 
gress would  convert  those  ten  miles  square,  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  territory,  into  an  asylum 
for  their  fugitive  slaves,  and  a  spot  from  whence 
the  peace  and  safety  of  both  were  to  be  con- 
stantly endangered  ?  It  is  true  that  no  express 
faith  was  pledged  in  the  cession,  because  no 
such  apprehension  was  then  entertained.  If 
there  had  been,  does  any  man  doubt  that  they 
would  have  insisted  upon  an  express  stipulation 
against  such  an  alarming  danger  ?  If  (said  Mr. 
B.)  I  freely  grant  to  you  a  valuable  possession, 
could  you,  as  an  honorable  and  honest  man, 
think  you  had  a  right  to  wrest  this  grant  from 
its  original  purpose,  and  convert  it  into  an  in- 
strument of  my  destruction  ?  If  you  know  that 
the  gift  never  would  have  been  made  by  me, 
had  I  supposed  you  were  capable  of  using  it  in 
sugh  a  manner,  you  are  under  the  strongest 
moral  obligation  not  to  pervert  it  to  such  a 
purpose.  It  is  true  you  may  have  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District ; 
but  would  it  not  be  a  violation  of  implied  faith, 
under  all  the  cii'cumstances,  to  exercise  this 
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power  ?     I  think  it  would,  I  feel  that  it  would, 
and  therefore  shall  vote  that  it  would. 

Again,  said  Mr.  B.,  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  language  of  the  resolution,  that  its 
friends  intend  that  slavery  shall  exist  in  the 
District,  after  it  has  been  abolished  in  the  sur- 
rounding States.  In  thus  supposing,  the  Sen- 
ator has  misapprehended  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution. Abolish  slavery  in  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, (said  Mr.  B.,)  and  it  wiU  no  longer,  it  can 
no  longer,  exist  in  this  District.  The  people  of 
these  States  had  been  making  rapid  strides  tow- 
ards the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  until 
they  were  arrested  in  their  career  by  the  aboli- 
tion excitement,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
abolition  societies.  This  resolution  presented 
the  very  point  of  the  question,  on  which  he  was 
willing  to  stand  or  to  fall.  It  contemplated  the 
existence  of  slavery  here,  so  long  as  it  should 
continue  to  exist  in  the  surrounding  States ; 
but  not  a  day  longer.  It  contained  the  very 
principle  for  which  he  had  always  contended, 
that  slavery  here  and  slavery  there  must  share 
the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Webstee.  The  words  of  the  resolution 
will  speak  for  themselves.  They  require  no 
comment.  They  express  an  unlimited  plighted 
faith.  The  honorable  member  will  so  see,  if  he 
will  look  at  those  words.  The  gentleman  asks 
whether  those  who  made  the  cession  could  have 
expected  that  Congress  would  ever  have  exer- 
cised such  a  power  ?  To  this  I  answer,  that  I 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  parties. to  the 
cession  were  as  willing  to  leave  this  as  to  leave 
other  powers  to  the  discretion  of  Congress.  I 
see  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  especial 
fear,  or  any  especial  care,  or  concern,  on  the 
part  of  the  ceding  States,  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  jurisdiction  ceded  to  Con- 
gress. And,  I  think,  I  can  ask  on  the  other 
side,  a  very  important  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  gentleman  himself,  and  for  that 
of  the  Senate  and  the  country ;  and  that  is, 
would  Congress  have  accepted  the  cession  with 
any  such  restraint,  upon  its  constitutional 
power,  either  express  or  understood  to  be  im- 
plied ?  I  think  not.  Looking  back  to  the  state 
of  things  then  existing,  and  especially  to  what 
Congress  had  done  so  recently  before,  when  it 
accepted  the  cession  of  the  North-western  Ter- 
ritory, I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  Con- 
gress would  have  refused  the  cession  if  offered 
with  any  condition  or  understanding  that  its 
constitutional  authority  to  exorcise  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  District  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever should  be  abridged. 

I  have  said  nothing  on  the  expediency  of 
abolition,  immediate  or  gradual,  or  the  reasons 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  Congress  should 
that  question  be  proposed.  I  can  well  con- 
ceive, I  think,  what  would  be  a  natural  tyid 
fair  mode  of  reasoning  on  such  an  occasion. 

When  it  is  said,  for  instance,  by  way  of  argu- 
ment, that  Congress,  although  it  have  the 
power,  ought  not  to  take  a  lead  in  the  business 
of  abolition,  considering  that  the  interest  which 


the  United  States  have  in  the  whole  subject  is 
vastly  less  than  that  which  the  States  have  in 
it,  I'  can  understand  the  propriety  and  force 
of  the  observation.  It  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  a 
pertinent  and  appropriate  argument,  and  I  shall 
always  bo  ready  to  give  it  the  full  weight  be- 
longing to  it.  When  it  is  argued  that,  in  a  case 
so  vital  to  the  States,  the  States  themselves 
should  be  allowed  to  maintain  their  own  policy, 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  do  any  thing  which  shall,  directly 
or  indirectly,  shake  or  disturb  that  policy,  this 
is  a  line  of  policy  which  I  can  understand ;  for 
I  have  always  not  only  admitted,  but  insisted, 
that  slavery,  within  the  States,  is  a  subject  be- 
longing absolutely  and  exclusively  to  the  States 
themselves. 

But  the  present  is  not  an  attempt  to  exhibit 
any  such  course  of  reasoning  as  this.  The  at- 
tempt is  to  set  up  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith 
to  do  the  same  office,  as  a  constitutional  prohi- 
bition, in  terms,  would  do ;  that  is,  to  set  up  a 
direct  bar,  precluding  all  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress  over  the  subject.  It  has  been 
often  said  in  this  debate,  and  I  believe  it  is  true, 
that  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  do  believe 
that  Congress  has  a  clear  constitutional  power 
over  slavery  in  this  District.  But  while  this 
constitutional  right  is  admitted,  it  is  at  the 
same  moment  attempted  to  be  effectually  coun- 
teracted, overthrown,  and  done  away  with  by 
the  affirmation  of  plighted  faith,  as  asserted  in 
the  resolution  before  us. 

Now,  I  have  already  said  I  know  nothing  to 
support  this  affirmation.  Neither  in  the  acts 
of  cession,  nor  in  the  act  of  Congress  accepting 
the  District,  nor  in  any  other  document,  history, 
publication,  or  transaction,  do  I  know  a -single 
fact  or  suggestion,  supporting  this  proposition, 
or  tending  to  support  it.  Nor  has  any  gentle- 
man, so  far  as  I  know,  pointed  out,  or  attempt- 
ed to  point  out,  any  such  fact,  document,  trans- 
action, or  other  evidence.  All  is  left  to  the 
general  and  repeated  statement,  that  such  a 
cor(dition  must  have  been  intended  by  the 
States.  Of  all  this  I  see  no  proof  whatever.  I 
see  no  evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
States  thus  to  limit  the  power  of  Congress,  or 
thus  to  require  a  pledge  against  its  exercise. 

I  am  altogether  unable  to  see  any  ground  for 
supposing  that  either  party  to  the  cession  had 
any  mental  reservation,  any  unexpressed  ex- 
pectation, or  relied  on  any  implied,  but  unmen- 
tioned  and  unsuggested  pledge,  whatever.  By 
the  constitution,  if  a  district  should  be  ceded  to 
it  for  the  seat  of  Government,  Congress  was  to 
have  a  right,  in  express 'terms,  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  The 
cession  was  jnade  and  accepted,  in  pursuance 
of  this  power. 

As  to  any  provision  in  the  acts  of  cession 
stipulating  for  the  security  of  property,  there  is 
none,  except  only  what  I  have  already  observed 
— this  condition,  that  no  right  of  individuals  in 
the  soil  should  be  construed  to  be  transferred, 
but  only  the  jurisdiction.    But  no  doubt  all 
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rights  of  property  ought  to  be  duly  respected 
by  Congress,  and  all  other  legislatures. 

And  since  the  subject  of  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  emancipated  slaves  has  been  referred 
to,  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  Congress,  if  it 
should  think  that  a  wise,  just,  and  politic  legis- 
lation for  this  District  required  them  to  make 
compensation  for  slaves  emancipated  here,  they 
have  the  same  constitutional  authority  to  make 
Buoh  compensation  as  to  make  grants  for  roads 
and  bridges,  alms-houses,  penitentiaries,  and 
other  similar  objects  in  the  District. 

Mr.  Clay  concurred  with  Mr.  Btjohanait, 
and  he  must  express  his  astonishment  that  Mr. 
Webstee  did  not  view  the  matter  in  the  same 
light.  He  believed,  with  Mr.  B.,  that  if  those 
States  could  have  imagined  that  while  slavery 
existed  with  them  it  would  be  ended  here,  they 
never  would  have  made  the  cession.  Mr.  0. 
would  put  it  in  another  shape.  Suppose  Penn- 
eylvania  had  ceded  a  portion  of  her  soil  as  a 
site  for  the  Government,  then  he  would  ask,  if, 
when  Pennsylvania  was  a  non-slaveholding 
State,  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  faith 
to  introduce  slavery  into  the  midst  of  her  soil  ? 
So  in  this  District  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith 
to  abolish,  while  the  ceding  States  retained  that 
institution.  Besides,  when  the  cession  was 
made,  tliere  was  an  express  reservation  of  the 
right  of  property,  and  therefore  this  kind  of 
property,  being  included,  was,  as  a  matter  of 
public  faith,  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  Webstbe.  The  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  asks  the  Senate  to  suppose,  that  the 
seat  of  Government  had  been  fixed  in  a  free 
State,  Pennsylvania  for  example ;  and  that  Con- 
gress had  attempted  to  establish  slavery  in  a  dis- 
trict over  whichi,  as  here,  it  had  thus  exclusive 
legislation.  He  asks  whether,  in  that  case,  Con- 
gress could  establish  slavery  in  such  a  place  ? 
This  mode  of  changing  the  question  does  not,  I 
think,  vary  this  argument ;  and  I  answer  at  once, 
that  however  improbable  or  improper  such  an 
act  might  be,  yet  if  the  power  were  universal, 
absolute,  and  without  Restriction,  it  might  un- 
questionably be  so  exercised. 

And  in  the  other  cases,  of  forts,  arsenals,  &c., 
if  Congress  has  exclusive  and  absolute  legisla- 
tive power,  it  must,  of  course,  have  the  power, 
if  it  could  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  such  a 
folly,  whether  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  a 
district  within  a  free  State,  to  establish  slavery, 
or  in  a  district  in  a  slave  State,  to  abolish  or 
regulate  it ;  yet,  if  it  be  a  district  over  which 
Congress  has,  as  it  has  in  this  District,  unlimited 
power  of  legislation,  it,  seems  to  me  that  what- 
ever would  stay  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 
either  case,  must  be  drawn  from  discretion,  from 
reasons  of  justice,  and  true  policy,  from  those 
high  considerations  which  ought  to  influence 
Congress  in  questions  of  such  extreme  delicacy 
and  importance  ;  and  to  all  these  considerations 
I  am  willing,  and  always  shall  be  willing,  I 
trust,  to  give  fuU  weight. 

Mr.  OAtnoTjN  said  that  ho  should  succeed  in 
one  object  he  had  in  view  when  he  introduced  I 


these  resolutions — to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  and  how  far 
it  was  disposed  to  take  ground  against  it.  They 
embraced  two  leading  propositions  that  he  had 
hoped  to  carry  out — that  neither  a  State,  nor 
its  citizens,  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  institutions  of  the  other  States;  and 
that  this  Government,  as  a  common  agent  of  the 
States,  has  no  right,  in  any  of  its  acts,  either  in 
this  District  or  elsewhere,  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  domestic  institutions  of  the  slave-hold- 
ing and  non-slaveholding  States,  by  favoring  one, 
and  opposing  the  other,  on  any  ground  whatever. 

These  were  the  elevated  and  strong  grounds 
assumed  in  the  resolutions,  and  he  regretted 
that  they  should  have  been  departed  from  in 
this  resolution  as  amended.  Thus  regarded,  he 
should  vote  for  it  with  much  reluctance.  The 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  NiLEs)  had  removed  many  of  the 
objections  he  had  to  that  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  to  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  give  his  assent ;  and, 
even  as  it  stood,  he  should  vote  for  it  only  on 
the  ground  of  preserving  harmony  and  union 
among  those  whom  he  believed  to  be  opposed 
to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  Clay's  substitute,  and  carried — 
ayes  36,  noes  9. 


Wednesday,  January  11. 

Mr.  Calhouri's  Resolutions.   - 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Calhotot  on  the 
27th  December,  in  relation  to  domestic  slavery, 
the  question  being  on  the  second  branch  of  Mr. 
Clay's  substitute  to  the  .fifth  resolution,  which 
had  been  struck  out  yesterday,  and  reinstated 
on  Mr.  Buchanan's  motion,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  because  of  the 
serious  alarm  and  just  apprehensions  which  would  be 
thereby  excited  in  the  States  sustaining  that  domestic 
institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  Territory  have 
not  asked  it  to  be  done,  and,  when  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  will  be  exclusively  entitled  to 
decide  that  question  for  themselves ;  and,  also,  be- 
cause it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  solemn  compro- 
mise, made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country,*  by  which,  while  slavery  was 
prohibited  north,  it  wa3  admitted  south  of  the  line 
thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  miuutes  north  latitude  ; 
and,  also,  against  the  treaty  stipulation  with  Spain  of 
22d  February,  1819,  which  guarantees  the  right  of 
property. 

Mr.  Btjohanan  observed  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  pledge  given  by  him  last  evening,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  bring  forward  the  second 


*  The  Missouri  Compromise  line  teing  confined  by  its 
terms  to  Louisiana,  could  not  be  applicable  to  Florida,  and 
the  reference  to  it  was  immediately  dropped  on  objection. 
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branch  of  Mr.  Clay's  amendment,  which  had 
been  struck  ont  on  his  motion,  and  to  leave  it 
as  he  found  it.  He  had  therefore  done  so,  but 
he  did  not  thereby  mean  to  say  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  every  part  of  the  resolution.  He  had 
simply  restoi'ed  it  to  the  place  where  it  was, 
and  he  left  it  to  its  friends,  or  rather  to  the 
parents  of  the  bantling,  the  Senators  from  Ken- 
tucky and  Alabama. 

Mr.  KiNa  proposed  that  so  much  of  the  reso- 
lution as  made  mention  of  the  compromise  act 
should  be  stricken  out,  and  it  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  OAinouif  wished  to  state  why  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended. 

The  main  reason  assigned  in  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  why  slavery  should  not  be 
abolished  in  Florida,  was  that  it  would  be  high- 
ly inexpedient.  He  regarded  the  reason  as 
wholly  fallacious,  and  that  it  would  be  of  not 
the  slightest  force  in  staying  the  tide  of  aboli- 
tion. We  must  bear  in  mind,  that  the  two 
points  towards  which  the  Abolitionists  are  di- 
recting their  attacks,  were  this  District  and  the 
Territories.  These  they  considered  our  weak 
points ;  and  they  were  sanguine  in  the  belief, 
and  that  not  without  reason,  if  they  can 
effect  their  objects  there,  the  main  difficulty  in 
their  way  would  be  surmounted.  With  this 
knowledge,  onr  policy  ought  to  be  to  strengthen 
and  fortify  those  points  most  effectually.  Now, 
sir,  the  main  barrier  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  proposes  to  thrtjw  around 
the  Territories  in  this  amendment  is,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  abolish  slavery  in  Florida.  Will 
this  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  assaults  of  the 
foe  ?  Let  us  see  how  it  will  operate.  An  abo- 
lition petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories is  presented  to  an  individual  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  for  his  signature.  He  is 
opposed  to  the  object,  and  refuses  to  sign.  He 
is  asked  his  objections.  He  answers  in  the  lan- 
guage of  this  amendment,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  is  highly  inexpedient.  He  then  is  asked,  Do 
you  not  consider  slavery  a  political  evil  ?  Do 
you  not  consider  it  immoral  ?  Do  you  not  con- 
sider it  sinful  ?  He  answers.  Yes,  for  such  will 
be  the  answer  of  nine  in  ten  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  Now  mark  the  reply.  He  is 
next  asked.  How  can  you  justify  yourself  in  re- 
fusing to  put  down  what  you  acknowledge  to 
be  immoral,  sinful,  and  a  great  political  evil, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  inexpedient?  The 
question  is  overwhelming,  and  the  petition  is 
signed  and  a  convert  made.  To  stay  its  pro- 
gress, far  higher  grounds  must  be  taken ; 
grounds  as  high  as  those  assumed  by  these  de- 
luded madmen,  and  which  will  show  them  that, 
while  they  are  acting  in  the  name  of  morals  and 
religion,  they  are  violating  plighted  faith,  and 
subverting  the  entire  fabric  _  of  our  political 
system ;  and,  as  such,  are  guilty  of  violating 
the  most  solemn  obligations,  political,  moral, 
and  religious. 

Mr.  C.  next  objected,  that  ho  disliked  the 
designation  of  the  particular  Territory  of  Flori- 
da.   The  Abolitionists  ask  to  abolish  slavery  in 


the  Territories ;  and  we  reply,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  abolish  it  in  Florida,  assigning  for  a 
reason,  that  it  was  our  only  Territory  in  which 
slavery  existed.  They  make  a  general  demand, 
extending  to  all  Tei-ritories  that  now  are,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  created ;  and  we  meet  this 
broad  and  sweeping  prayer  with  the  modest 
answer,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  it  in 
Florida.  In  giving  this  diffident  response,  are 
we  afraid  of  offending,  or  are  we  indisposed  to 
commit  ourselves  as  to  Territories  hereafter  to 
be  created  ? 

He  was  glad  that  the  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment which  referred  to  the  Missouri  compromise 
had  been  struck  out.  He  was  not  a  member 
of  Congress  when  that  compromise  was  made, 
but  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state,  that  his  impres- 
sions were  in  its  favor ;  but  it  is  equally  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  witli  his  present  experience,  and 
knowledge  of  the  spirit  which  then,  for  the 
first  time,  began  to  disclose  itself,  that  he  had 
entirely  changed  his  opinion.  He  now  believed 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  measure,  and  that  it 
has  done  much  to  rouse  into  action  the  present 
spirit.  Had  it  then  been  met  with  uncompro- 
mising opposition,  such  as  a  then  distinguished 
and  sagacious  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Eandolph,)  now  no  more,  opposed  to  it,  aboli- 
tion might  have  been  crushed  forever  in  its 
birth.  He  then  thought  of  Mi-.  Eastdolph,  as, 
he  doubts  not,  many  think  of  him  now,  who 
have  not  fully  looked  into  this  subject,  that  he 
was  too  unyielding,  too  uncompromising,  too 
impracticable ;  but  he  had  been  taught  his 
error,  and  took  pleasure  in  acknowledging  it. 

With  these  views  (said  Mr.  0.)  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  stood,  and  they 
were  greatly  strengthened,  when  he  contrasted 
it  with  his  fifth  resolution,  which  has  been 
struck  out  to  insert  this.  That  resolution  de- 
clares that  any  attempt,  by  any  State  or  States, 
or  their  citizens,  or  any  act  or  measure  of  Con- 
gress, to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  or  the 
Territories,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  immoral, 
or  sinful,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  was  a  dan- 
gerous attack  on  the  domestic  institutions  of 
all  the  States.  Now  (said  Mr.  C.)  what  have 
we  done  ?  what  have  Southern  Senators  done  ? 
Struck  down  the  strong  barriers  which  placed 
this  District  and  the  Territories  under  the  same 
high  constitutional  protection  with  the  States 
themselves,  and  which  made  an  assault  on 
them  an  assault  on  all  the  slave-holding  States, 
and  have  erected  in  their  place  the  most  feeble 
of  all  barriers,  that  of  mere  inexpediency. 
Why  was  this  done  ?  Was  it  beciuse  the  reso- 
lution struck  out  asserted  any  thing  false  in 
fact  or  principle?  No  one,  pretended  to 
say  so.  No  :  it  is  time  to  speak  out ;  to  tell 
the  truth ;  it  was  because  there  was  more  dread 
of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  Abolitionists 
than  the  people  of  the  slave-holding  States. 
They  are  more  intent  on  our  destruction  than 
we  for  our  own  safety.  They  mark  and  punish, 
by  withholding  their  votes,  and  throwing  them 
in  the   opposite  scale,  all  who  dare    oppose 
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them  ;  while  a  feeling  of  indifference  and  inat- 
tention prevails  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
the  slave-holding  States. 

Thus  regarding  the  resolution  as  it  stands,  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  which  he  did  not  often 
occupy.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  for  the  rea- 
sons he  has  stated ;  and  he  would  not  vote 
against  it,  for  reasons  which  must  he  apparent 
to  all ;  and  he  was  of  course  constrained  not  to 
vote  at  all. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  very 
sorry  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
could  not  reconcile  his  judgment  to  vote  for 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  He 
thought  the  declaration  In  the  resolution,  that 
abolition  was  inexpedient,  was  not  strong 
enough,  and  that  higher  grounds  ought  to  he 
assumed.  But  what  higher  grounds?  Was 
any  one  prepared  to  say  that  the  naked  power 
of  abolition  did  not  exist?  Mr.  C.  spoke  of 
the  naked  power,  and  not  of  its  exercise,  hut 
the  abstract  question  of  the  existence  of  the 
power.  Now,  though  it  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  States,  on  the  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract power,  Mr.  0.  thought  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  would  not  declare  that  It  would 
be  unconstitutional  for  Congress  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  the  District  or  Territories.  The  power, 
like  many  others,  was  not  to  be  exercised,  on 
high  considerations,  amounting  in  the  District 
to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Government,  during 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  things  whicli  put  a 
restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  power ;  but 
when  that  state  of  things  should  no  longer  ex- 
ist, the  power  might  be  exercised.  So  as  to 
Florida :  the  power  existed,  but,  for  high  con- 
siderations, was  not  to  be  exercised. 

The  Senator  objects  because  Florida  alone  is 
embraced  by  the  resolution.  We  have  stricken 
out  the  Indians,  regardiog  them  as  perfectly 
safe.  And  what  other  Territory  but  Florida  is 
there  in  which  slavery  exists?  I  framed  the 
resolution  as  it  is,  because  there  is  no  other 
such  Territory.  There  are  many  who  send 
petitions  here  that  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  this 
fact,  that  there  is  but  one  such  Territory.  I 
wanted  them  to  know  that  tliere  is  but  one. 

Then  the  Senator  thinks  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
lution is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps  he  would 
say  that,  as  slavery  is  represented  as  a  moral 
evil,  as  sinful,  we  ought  to  take  the  opposite 
ground,  and  maintain  that  slavery  is  not  sinful, 
but  in  conformity  with  religion ;  and  he  thus 
maintain  the  one  side,  and  they  the  other. 
And  then,  he  says,  the  Abolitionists  will  present 
a  number  of  questions,  which  he  enumerated. 
Sir,  suppose  you  should  declare  slavery  accords 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  that 
it  is  consistent  with  every  high  and  holy  princi- 
ple, would  it  make  any  converts  ?  Sir,  I  want 
to  do  nothing  to  aggravate  this  spirit  at  the 
North,  and  to  increase  the  Abolitionists.  I 
want  to  prevent  the  residue  of  the  North  from 
going  over  to  join  them.  There  lies  our  dan- 
ger, and  there,  also,  are  we  to  look  for  safety. 
The  Senator's  resolutions  are  all  sound ;   but 


there  wiU  nothing  be  gained  by  them  of  safety 
to  the  cause,  or  of  permanency  to  the  Union. 

The  Senator  speaks  of  the  compromise  on 
the  Missouri  question,  and  refers  to  the  course 
of  a  distinguished  member  from  Virginia,  who 
was  present  on  that  memorable  occasion.  There 
were  two  compromises :  the  first  was  that 
when  the  bill  passed,  authorizing  the  State  to 
form  a  separate  Government  for  itself,  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  It  was  then  that  36° 
80'  was  fixed  as  the  line  of  separation.  But 
after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  introduced  a  clause  into  her  constitution, 
by  which  free  persons  of  color  were  not  to  re- 
main within  Missouri.  There  was  the  great 
point  of  difficulty  which  shook  the  Union  with 
more  alarm  than  any  thing  I  have  seen,  from 
that  day  to  this.  It  was  that  compromise  for 
which,  I  understood  the  Senator,  he  would  not 
now  have  voted. 

[Mr.  Calhodn  was  understood  to  assent.] 
No  one  (said  Mr.  Clat)  was  anxious  to  have 
slavery  exist  north  of  that  line,  except  in  Mis- 
souri. With  the  second  question  came  the 
great  struggle ;  and  I  should  not  refer  to  the 
part  taken  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whose  death  I 
sincerely  deplored,  if  it  had  not  been  referred 
to  by  the  Senator.  But  I  feel  compelled  to  say 
that  at  the  second  compromise,  in  which  noth- 
ing was  sacrificed  by  the  slave-holding  States, 
and  in  which  a  mere  matter  of  form  was  con- 
ceded to  the  free  States,  which  admitted  them 
a  ground  to  stand  on  at  liome,  the  course  of  that 
distinguished  member  from  Virginia  came  neai'- 
er  hazarding  the  Union  than  any  other  event  in 
our  history.  He  was  opposed  to  all  compro- 
mises ;  and  I  recollect  that  when  the  second 
compromise  was  under  discussion,  I  was  in  the 
chair,  and  another  member  from  Virginia  faint- 
ed imder  the  influence  of  the  fumes  of  the 
lamps.  He  was  taken  to  a  back  seat,  and  I 
went  to  see  how  he  was ;  but  observing  that 
his  case  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  he  would 
soon  recover,  on  my  return  to  the  Speaker's 
chair  I  met  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who, 
not  having  spoken  with  me  before,  said,  "  How 
do  you  do,  sir ;  I  wish  you  would  go  with  me 
to  Kentucky."  I  understood  him,  and  that 
he  proposed  in  this  manner  a  separation  of  the 
Southern  delegation,  retiring  from  Congress, 
and  leaving  the  North  in  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  replied,  "  Not  now  ;  but  I  will  see 
you  to-morrow  morning."  In  the  morning  I 
spent  an  hour  with  him,  in  which  he  urged  me 
to  make  no  compromise,  even  provided  gentle- 
men would  grant  us  every  thing  we  wanted,  in 
return  for  giving  the  North  ground  to  stand  on. 
We  parted,  promising  to  be  friends  in  future  ; 
and  to  the  end  of  the  session  he  never  spoke  to 
me  again.  The  two  words  [dough  (doe)  faces] 
with  which  that  gentleman  rated  and  taunted 
our  Northern  friends,  did  more  injury  than  any 
two  words  I  have  ever  known.  Sir,  I  hope  no 
similar  course  will  he  pursued  by  any  one  at 
the  present  day,  in  respect  to  any  portion  of 
the  delegation  of  the  country.    And,  sir,  I  tell 
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the  Senator,  that  I  think  if  he  would  deal  more 
calmly  with  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  say  to 
them  that  the  South  are  animated  to  a  man  on 
this  subject,  and  would  vindicate  their  rights  ; 
if  he  would  turn  to  the  quarter  where  the  blaze 
is,  and  endeavor  to  extinguish  the  flame  and 
not  to  aggravate  it ;  if  he  would  unite  with  us, 
to  bring  the  -whole  country  together  as  in  one 
band  of  brethren  in  the  same  public  vessel,  I 
think  the  result  would  be  more  happy. 

Mr.  Calhottm-  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Olat's 
substitute  by  inserting  the  words  "  dangerous  at- 
tack upon  the  States  in  which  slavery  exists." 

Mr.  BiTOHANAN  thought  the  debate  had  now 
become  exceedingly  dull.  It  had  almost  worn 
itself  out,  and  was  now  dragging  its  dull  length 
along.  He  would  not,  however,  suflfer  it  to 
close  without  making  a  few  observations,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  repeatedly  fallen  from 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) 

It  had  been  often  said,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  these  resolutions  were  intended  as 
a  platform  on  which  we  of  the  North,  who 
were  disposed  to  sustain  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  South,  might  stand,  and  defend 
ourselves  against  the  attacks  of  the  Abolition- 
ists. Now,  for  his  part,  he  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  having  any  such  platform  erected  for  him. 
"We  can  sustain  ourselves  better  without  it. 
"  The  blood  of  Douglas  can  protect  itself." 
All  we  desire  upon  this  question  is,  "  hands 
off."  We  know  best  how  to  fight  our  own 
battles. 

These  resolutions  had  emanated  from  the 
South  ;  and  he  most  fervently  hoped  that  they 
might  do  some  good  in  tranquillizing  and  sooth- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  and  in  con- 
vincing them  that  they  had  numerous  friends 
in  the  North,  who  would  stand  by  them  in  any 
emergency.  He  protested,  however,  against 
the  idea  that  they  were  passed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  North. 

Some  commiseration  (said  Mr.  B.)  has  been 
expressed  for  our  situation.  It  has  been  said 
that  our  intentions  were  very  good,  and  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  go  further,  if  we  dared 
to  do  so.  Now,  he  protested  against  any  such 
inference.  He  had  always  gone  as  far  as  his 
sense  of  right  and  justice  dictated,  and  if  there 
had  not  been  an  Abolitionist  in  existence,  he 
would  have  gone  no  further.  "We  wanted  no 
platform  on  which  to  stand,  save  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country.  What  fanatic  had  there 
ever  been  in  the  North  so  mad  as  to  assert  that 
we  had  any  right  to  attack  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists  ?  That  principle  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  first  Congress,  and  that  principle,  so 
long  as  he  hold  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should 
maintain  to  the  death.  These  have  been  the 
motives  of  my  conduct  throughout  upon  these 
resolutions.  They  are  a  Southern,  and  not  a 
Northern,  measure ;  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  South,  rather  than  the  North.  In  the  portion 
of  the  Union  from  which  he  came,  we  depre- 
cate agitation  and  excitement  from  this  source. 


We  adopted  one  resolution  yesterday  in  re- 
gard to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  may  have  a  good  effect  in  the  North. 
Opinions  which  are  united  there  against  any 
interference  with  slavery  in  the  States,  are  not 
so  unanimous  in  regard  to  this  District.  That 
resolution  places  the  subject  on  its  true  princi- 
ples, and  will  strike  the  common  sense  of  all 
impartial  men  as  just  and  expedient.  It  asserts 
the  proposition  that  when  Congress  accepted 
the  cession,  there  was  an  implied  faith  pledged 
to  the  ceding  States  that  we  should  not  convert 
that  act  of  their  kindness  into  an  instrument 
of  their  destruction ;  and  that  whilst  slavery 
existed  in  them,  it  should  not  be  abolished 
within  these  ten  miles  square  In  the  midst  of 
their  territories.  The  avowal  of  this  distinct 
principle  by  the  Senate,  for  which  he  had  al- 
ways contended,  might  be  productive  of  bene- 
ficial eflfects  in  the  Northern  States. 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  had  been  offered  by  him 
(Mr.  B.)  as  a  distinct  proposition  this  morning. 
He  had  pledged  himself  yesterday  to  bring  it 
forward  in  this  shape,  provided  the  Senate 
would  then  strike  it  out  of  the  amendment,  and 
take  a  separate  vote  on  the  remaining  portion 
of  it,  which  related  exclusively  to  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  had  been  done ;  and  thus 
the  resolution  had,  strangely  enough,  become 
the  child  of  his  adoption,  though  not  of  his 
affections.  After  it  had  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing from  it  the  Indian  territory,  and  modified 
and  remodified  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suit  the 
views  of  the  partnership  concern  between  the 
Senators  from  New  Hampshire  and  Kentucky, 
(Messrs.  HtmsAED  and  Clat,)  he  (Mr.  B.)  would 
have  cheerfully  given  it  his  support  He  was, 
therefore,  much  astonished  and  disappointed 
when  these  two  Senators,  apparently  without 
the  slightest  regard  for  their  own  offspring, 
consented  to  abandon  it  without  a  struggle. 
He  greatly  preferred  it  to  the  substitute  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Walker,) 
which  they  had  accepted,  and  which  was  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  truth  was,  that  the 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  this  morning, 
to  redeem  his  promise,  had  undergone  so  many 
modifications,  and  mystifications  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  views  of  everybody  who  desired 
any  change,  that  no  man  who  was  acquainted 
with  its  original  features  could  imagine  how  it 
had  been  transformed  into  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate.  But  so  it  was.  We  once 
had  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Hill,)  who  was  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  to 
have  yielded  up  his  resolution  to  the  solicitations 
of  gentlemen,  as  the  present  Senator  from  that 
State  had  done.  And  here,  as  he  had  alluded 
to  that  Senator  without  having  previously  in- 
tended it,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  of  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  strong  and  determined 
character,  and  was  a  good  lover  as  well  as  a 
good  hater.  Mr.  B.  had  never  met  on  that 
floor  a  Senator  who  possessed  more  extensive 
and  minute  political  information  in  regard  to 
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our  domestic  affairs,  and  however  much  he 
may  have  been  traduced,  there  was  no  man  in 
the  Senate,  at  the  present  day,  who  loved  his 
country  better.  He  well  recollected  the  time 
when  that  Senator  had  formed  a  coalition  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  they  had  fought 
the  battle  together  without  yielding  a  single  inch. 
It  is  true  that  but  a  small  force  was  rallied  under 
their  united  banner.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  almost 
their  only  foUoyver ;  but  they  never  thought 
of  surrendering.  He  could  have  wished  that 
the  new  coalition  between  the  present  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  and  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  had  been  animated  by  the  same 
spirit.  At  the  instance  of  many  gentlemen, 
the  resolution  had  been  changed,  reohanged, 
and  modified,  until  he  had  become  tired  of  the 
process.  He  had  determined  for  himself  to  quit 
setting  to  every  new  partner  that  might  offer. 
He  would  now  consent  to  take  the  last  edition 
of  the  resolution,  as  it  had  come  from  the 
hands  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
"Walkee,)  but  he  would  not,  for  one,  agree  to 
any  other  changes. 

Mr.  Oalhoun'  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  were  of  a  character 
that  he  could  not  permit  then  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
Buchanan)  had  been  actuated  solely  by  the  de- 
sire to  soothe  and  tranquillize  the  feelings  of  the 
South,  or,  in  other  words,  in  pity  of  her  weak- 
ness and  fears.  [Mr.  B.  shook  his  head.]  Mr. 
0.  said  he  would  be  glad  to  understand  -what 
the  Senator  did  mean. 

Was  he  to  understand  the  Senator  that  all  he 
said  about  soothing  and  tranquillizing  the  feel- 
ings of  the  South,  originated  in  a  belief  that 
these  resolutions  were  intended  for  that  purpose 
by  the  mover  ?  If  so,  he  would  tell  him  that 
he  was  grossly  mistaken.  She  needed  not  this, 
nor  any  other  measm-e,  to  tranquillize  her. 
She  was  calm  and  collected,  and  instead  of 
being  agitated,  was  too  indifferent.  She  had 
no  fears  for  herself.  She  was  full  of  resources, 
and  would,  he  trusted,  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  whenever  forced  on  her  by  the  injustice, 
or  insults,  of  the  other  portion  of  the  Union. 
No  :  these  resolutions  originated  in  far  different 
motives — from  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  shock  to  which  the  present  current 
of  events  was  rapidly  leading,  and  which,  if 
not  prevented,  would  bring  to  the  ground  the 
institutions  of  the  country.  He  was  anxious, 
before  it  was  too  late,  to  present  some  common 
constitutional  ground  on  which  the  reflecting, 
and  patriotic,  of  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
might  rally,  to  arrest  the  approaching  catas- 
trophe, and  avert  what  the  North  was  at  least 
as  much  interested  to  do  as  the  South.  A  plat- 
form for  that  purpose  (if  the  Senator  preferred 
the  word)  was  indispensable,  if  it  be  thought 
worth  while  to  oppose  the  coming  disasters. 

But  the  Senator  exclaimed,  speaking  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  sections  of  the  country,  hands 
off!  The  North  says,  hands  off,  to  the  South  I 
The  Senator,  in  the  name  of  his  constituents. 
Vol.  Xm.— 39 


says,  hands  off  to  me,  in  the  name  of  mine, 
when  he  knows  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
are  daily  and  hourly,  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  most  solemnly  plighted  faith, 
aiming  a  most  deadly  blow,  not  simply  at  ant 
peace  and  prosperity,  but  at  our  very  existence 
as  a  people !  When  did  the  South  ever  place 
her  hand  on  the  North  ?  When  did  she  ever 
interfere  with  her  pedlliar  institutions  ?  When 
did  she  ever  aim  a  blow  at  her  peace  and  secu- 
rity? When  did  she  ever  demand  more  thanl 
naked,  sheer  justice  of  the  Union?  Never! 
never!  And  can  we  reverse  these  questions, 
and  have  the  same  response  from  the  North? 
With  what  propriety  or  justice,  then,  can  the 
Senator  proclaim,  hands  off  to  us — the  aggres- 
sor to  the  aggressed  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  very  sorry  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  misunderstood 
his  remarks.  He  trusted  and  believed  that  his 
course  upon  this  subject,  had  been  such  as  to 
place  him  above  all  suspicion.  He  could  not 
believe  that  any  other  Senator  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake.  The  ardor  of  the  gentle- 
man's feelings  upon  this  subject  must  have 
blinded  his  judgment. 

The  commiseration  which  I  said  had  been 
expressed  by  himself  and  others  for  our  condi- 
tion in  the  North,  he  understood  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  my  words  imported,  and  had 
construed  them  into  an  expression  of  pity  and 
commiseration,  on  my  part,  for  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  Such  an  idea  as 
that  of  applying  the  term  pity  to  that  gallant 
people,  had  never  entered  my  mind.  They  are 
far  above  it.  I  know  them  too  well,  and  respect 
them  too  highly,  to  have  ever  thought  of  apply- 
ing to  them  any  such  term. 

He  did  not  blame  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  for  having  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions. Certainly  not.  Had  he  not  voted  for 
them,  one  and  all,  except  that  which  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  instead  of  that 
one,  he  had  voted  for  another  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  he  solemnly  believed  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  greater  good?  Now  what  he  had 
disclaimed,  and  what  he  meant  to  disclaim,  was 
that  these  resolutions  were  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the 
North.  They  had  not  been  brought  forward 
by  the  North,  but  by  the  South  :  and  hence  it 
was  fair  to  infer  that  their  purpose  was  to  satis- 
fy and  tranquillize  public  opinion  in  that  por- 
tion of  the.  Union.  He  had  voted  for  them 
with  pleasure,  under  this  belief :  and  he  trusted 
that  our  friends  in  the  South  would  now  be 
convinced  that  we  were  ready  to  stand  by 
them  in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  all 
their  constitutional  riglits  over  their  slaves. 

These  resolutions  could  not  aid  him  at  home. 
There  the  battle  had  been  already  fought,  and . 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  it  two  years  ago, 
was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  country 
who  had  thought  his  humble  career  worthy  of 
any  observation.  He  was  fully  convinced  that 
the  protracted  discussion  of  the  abolition  ques- 


610 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Jaitoakt,  1838.] 


Mr.  Calhoun's  Jtesolutions. 


[25th  Conq. 


tion  here  at  this  time  could  do  the  friends  of 
the  Union  in  the  North  little,  if  any  good ;  he 
wished  he  were  convinced-  that  it  would  do 
them  no  harm.  This  was  the  great  centre  of 
agitation.  "When  it  was  commenced  here,  its 
baneful  influence  must  spread  over  the  whole 
Union.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  he 
had  for  two  years,  when  abolition  memorials 
were  presented,  uniforrffly  voted  in  favor  of 
such  a  disposition  of  them  as  would  prevent 
useless  and  dangerous  discussion  upon  this 
theatre. 

Mr.  OALnoTTN  said,  that  in  compliance  with 
the  urgent  wishes  of  his  friends,  rather  than 
with  his  own  judgment,  he  would  consent  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  had 
undergone  important  modifications,  making  it 
out  stronger  than  at  first,  but  yet  it  was  still 
very  feeble,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

On  taking  the  question  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution as  modified,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  any  attempts  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  It  exists,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just 
apprehension  in  the  States  sustaining  that  domestic 
institution  ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  tow- 
ards the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slaves 
therein ;  because  the  people  of  any  such  Territory 
have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  therein ; 
and  because,  when  any  such  Territory  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof 
will  be  entitled  to  decide  that  question  exclusively 
for  themselves : 

It  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative — 
Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roan,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young — 35. 
Nats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and 
Webster— 9. 


Thuesdat,  January  12. 
Mr.  Galhounh  Sesolutions. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Oalhoun"  on  the 
ZTth  of  December,  in  relation  to  Domestic 
Slavery,  the  sixth  resolution  being*  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  OALnoujsr  said  that  frequent  attacks  had 
been  made  on  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion, in  advance,  which  he  did  not  think  were 
altogether  fair.  The  Senate  had  determined  to 
consider  each  resolution  by  itself.  We  had 
'  now  arrived  at  the  sixth,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  in  tho  whole  series.  He  had  review- 
ed it  with  care,  and  believed  it  was  critically 
truo  and  correct  in  all  its  parts ;  and  now  stood 
prepared  to  meet  and  repel,  he  trusted  success- 
fully, all  attacks  that  might  be  made  on  it. 


Its  first  and  fundamental  position  is,  that 
the  Union  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  sever- 
al States  that  compose  it.  To  support  so  ob- 
vious a  truth,  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
cite  various  parts  of  the  constitution,  which 
expressly  recognize  it;  nor  to  refer  to  the  jour- 
nals of  the  convention  that  formed  the  consti- 
tution, nor  the  debates  of  the  conventions  of  the 
States  by  which  it  was  adopted ;  all  of  which 
would  prove  that  it  was  constantly  acted  on  as 
the  principle  on  which  the  Union  rested,  and 
that,  as  such,  it  was  watched  throughout  with 
the  greatest  care  and  jealousy. 

The  next  position  assumed  was,  that  what- 
ever destroyed  this  equality,  tended  to  destroy 
the  Union  itself.  One  so  manifestly  and  irre- 
sistibly true,  if  the  first  be  conceded,  as  not  to 
admit  of  dispute. 

The  next  declares  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty 
of  all,  but  especially  of  this  body,  which  repre- 
sented the  States  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminate  between 
the  States,  in  the  action  of  this  Government,  so 
as  to  give  one  an  advantage  over  anothei', 
which  is  no  less  clear. 

The  next  asserts,  that  to  refuse  to  extend  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  any  advantage 
fairly  due  them,  and  which  might  tend  to 
strengthen  them,  or  render  them  more  secure, 
by  extending  their  limits  and  population  by  the 
annexation  of  additional  territories  or  new 
States,  on  the  ground  that  their  domestic  insti- 
tutions were  sinful,  immoral,  or  otherwise  ob- 
noxious, would  be  contrary  to  that  equality 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  constitution 
alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  Union.  It 
claims  nothing  for  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  on  account  of  their  domestic  institutions. 
It  simply  asserts,  that  to  withhold  advantages 
on  their  account,  to  which  they  would  other- 
wise be  fairly  entitled,  would  be  contrary  to 
the  equality  to  which,  as  members  of  the  Union, 
they  are  entitled.  It  does  not  affirm  that  new 
territory  or  States  (Texas  in  a  word)  should  be 
annexed.  That  is  left  an  open  question,  to  be 
decided  whenever  it  may  be  presented,  on  its 
general  merits,  in  reference  to  the  whole,  as 
well  as  the  adjacent  section,  and  not  on  the 
ground  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  domes- 
tic institutions  of  the  States  of  that  section,  on 
which  the  Vermont  resolutions  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  petitions  which  have  been  presented, 
place  it. 

Thus  regarded,  he  would  ask  if  there  was  any 
one  who  would  venture  to  controvert  this  po- 
sition ? 

It  is  next  and  finally  asserted  in  the  resolution, 
that  to  withhold  from  the  Southern  and  West- 
ern States  the  equality  of  advantages  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  would  be,  in  effect,  to  dis- 
franchise them,  and  to  subject  them  to  all  the 
burdens  of  the  Government,  without  its  advan- 
tages— a  proposition  too  clear  to  admit  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  He  had  now  stated  clear- 
ly and  distinctly  every  position  taken  in  the 
resolution,  and  he  called  on  the  Senator  from 
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Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  and  others  who  had  at- 
tacked it  in  advance,  to  bring  forward  their 
objections  now,  when  the  resolution  is  before 
us,  and  ■when  their  assaults  can  be  faii-ly  met. 
All  he  asked  was,  that  their  objections  should 
be  specific — no  generalities  ;  no  abstractions. 

Mr.  PeestOij  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  on  the  ground  that  this  branch  of  the 
subject  would  be  more  appropriately  discussed 
in  connection  with  the  resolutions  introduced 
by  him  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  be- 
cause it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  South  to  take  the  question  in- 
volved on  the  Texas  resolutions. 

Mr.  OALnoux  would  assure  his  colleague  that 
he  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution  in  reference  to  Texas  ;*  nor 
did  he  think  there  could,  by  possibility,  be  any 
interference.  They  related  to  different  objects. 
His  was  introduced,  as  antagonist  to  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions,  and  the  various  petitions 
against  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South. 
Among  other  objections,  they  took  position 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
on  the  ground  that  our  peculiar  institutions 
were  sinful  and  immoral.  In  drawing  up  these 
resolutions,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  cover 
the  whole  ground  assumed  against  us,  and  could 
not  by  possibility  omit  so  prominent  a  one  as 
the  objection  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  with- 
out a  manifest  surrender  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant points  to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  resolution  of  his  colleague  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  direct  question  of  annexation,  which 
opened  the  whole  ground,  in  the  broadest  view 
of  policy  and  the  constitution.  The  only  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  his  resolution  woidd  be  to 
raise  one  of  these  questions,  and  that  not  the 
least  embarrassing,  and  as  such  could  have  no 
possible  injurious  effect  on  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  his  colleague.  But  he  understood  his 
colleague  to  say,  that  a  decision  on  his  (Mr.  O.'s) 
resolution  could  be  had  under  his,  which  was 
broader,  and  that  it  would  be  more  easy  to  get 
a  favorable  decision  on  the  whole  question  than 
on  the  isolated  point  which  his  presented. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  could  not  but  believe  that  his 
colleague  was  mistaken.  Even  an  affirmative 
decision  would  not  cover  the  broad  and  general 
principle  of  equality,  and  would  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  which  his  resolution  asserted,  and  which 
he  believed  to  be  all-important  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  to  be  recognized.  Nothing  more 
could  be  inferred  fi-om  such  a  decision  than 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  expedient  to  annex  Texas,  without  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  any  one  principle  on  which 
it  might  be  admitted.  But  he  could  not  think, 
with  his  colleague,  that  it  would  be  more  easy 
to  annex  Texas  than  to  pass  the  resolution 
under  consideration.  It  presented  but  a  single 
point,  and  that  so  unquestionable  as  to  com- 


mand the  assent  of  all  who  did  not  deny  so 
fundamental  a  principle  of  our  Union  as  the 
political  equality  of  the  members  who  composed 
it ;  while  his  colleague's  presented,  and  would 
have  to  encounter,  all  the  possible  objections 
which  could  be  urged  against  the  annexation, 
constitutionally ;  and  all  objections  as  to  time, 
as  to  mode,  as  to  its  effects  on  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  to  its  disturbing  the  equilibrium  of 
the  Union,  as  to  the  hazard  of  extending  its  pres- 
ent limits,  as  to  its  constitutionality,  and  many 
others  besidesthe  onepresented  in  his  resolutions, 
i-esolutions. 

His  colleague  had  objected  to  acting  on  this 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  bring 
up  the  whole  Texan  question.  He  must  think 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  suppositions.  The 
debate  heretofore  has  been  strictly  confined  to 
the  questions  involved  in  the  resolutions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  would 
be  a  departure  on  the  present  occasion.  Its 
decision  involved  none  of  the  regular  and  fair 
objections  that  might  be  urged  against  its .  ad- 
mission. To  involve  them  in  the  discussion, 
would  be  unfair,  and  would  be  a  tacit  confes- 
sion, on  the  part  of  those  who  should  force 
such  topics  into  the  discussion,  that  his  resolu- 
tion was  true,  and  could  not  be  fairly  met.  He 
could  not  believe  the  able  members,  who  he 
expected  would  be  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
would  take  a  course  so  unworthy  of  them.  If 
they  believe  the  resolution  to  be  true,  he  ex- 
pected them  to  say  so,  and  to  vote  for  it ;  but 
if  not,  to  say  so,  and  to  assign  their  reasons 
boldly  and  directly,  and  not  to  kill  it  by  argu- 
ments foreign  to  the  question. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  regret  that 
his  colleague  should  think  proper  to  make  the 
motion  he  did,  and  would  assure  him  that, 
whatever  might  be  their  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day,  he 
would,  on  all  occasions,  abstain  from  making 
any  motion  to  embarrass  any  measure  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  introduce. 

After  some  further  remarksfrom  Mr.  Prbstojt, 
the  question  was  taken  on  his  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  adopted — 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Cutbbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell.  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eives,  Eobbins,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  Williams,  and  Wright — 36. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Ful- 
ton, Lumpkin,  Boane,  Eobinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Young — 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


*  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions  were  introduced  on  the  27th 
Bocomber,  and  Mr.  Preston's  on  the  4th  January,  on  a  pre- 
vious notice,  given  early  In  the  session. 


Monday,  January  15. 
Neutral  Relations. 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  Buchanan  said ;  The  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  have  carefully  examined  the  act 
of  the  20th  April,  1818,  which  embodied  all 
the  former  laws  on  the  subject  of  our  neutral 
relations,  and  have  found  that  it  is  well  adapted 
to  enforce  the  observance  of  our  duties  tow- 
ards belligerent  nations.  They,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  make  any  material  change  in  its 
provisions.  Under  that  law,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  not  prohibited  from  carrying 
on  any  trade  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nations ; 
nor  is  it  the  purpose  of  this  bill  to  abridge  or 
interfere  with  any  such  lawful  trade.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  have  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  sell  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  powers 
who  come  here  to  purchase  them,  without  any 
violation  of  our  neutral  obligations.  After  this 
purchase  has  been  made,  the  buyer  must  get 
these  articles  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as 
well  as  he  can.  If  they  are  captured  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  tliis  country,  by  the  forces 
of  hjs  enemy,  he  sustains  the  loss ;  but  that  en- 
emy has  no  right  to  ask  our  Government  to 
prevent  such  sales.  Again  :  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  carry  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  for  sale  to  one  belligerent  nation  with- 
out violating  the  neutrality  of  his  country  tow- 
ards the  other.  Such  a  trade  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  true  that  such  ar- 
ticles, if  captured  by  the  enemy  on  their  pas- 
sage, will  be  forfeited  as  contraband  of  war ; 
but  this  is  the  only  penalty  imposed  on  such  a 
trade  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  question 
in  which  the  Government  of  the  neutral  conn- 
try  has  no  concern.  Our  policy  has  ever  been 
to  promote  the  greatest  freedom  of  commerce 
consistent  with  our  neutral  obligations.  As  re- 
gards our  trade  by  sea  with  all  foreign  nations 
in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  this  bill  makes 
no  change. 

"We  have  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers, 
Canada,  Texas,  and  Mexico ;  and  the  duties  of 
good  neighborhood  required  something  more 
from  us  in  relation  to  them  than  could  be  strict- 
ly demanded  under  the  law  of  nations.  In 
Europe,  reciprocal  treaties  between  contermi- 
nous nations  generally  regulate  this  matter. 
In  order  to  preserve  peace  along  the  frontiers, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  regulations 
should  exist.  It  is  against  all  reason  and  jus- 
tice, that  in  case  of  a  sudden  commotion  in  a 
neighboring  country  along  our  frontiers,  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  should  be  permit- 
ted to  take  part  with  the  insurgents,  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  vessels,  arms,  and  munitions 
of  war,  for' the  express  purpose  of  aiding  and 
assisting  in  such  hostilities.  If  this  be  tolerat- 
ed, then  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  along 
the  borders  of  our  country  to  force  the  whole 
natioA  into  a  war,  whenever  any  number  of 
dissatisfied  individuals  rise  against  the  estab- 
lished Government  of  a  neighboring  State.  It 
is  our  duty  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  aiding 
in  every  revolutionai-y  movement  against  a 
neighboring  Government.    To  prevent  and  to 


remedy  such  evils,  is  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bill.  This  bill  inflicts  no  penalties 
whatever :  it  is  a  measure  of  prevention,  not 
of  punishment.  The  first  section  provides  for 
the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  which  rnay  be  found  therein, 
which  is  about  to  pass  our  frontier,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  she  is  destined  to  be  employed  in  car- 
rying on  hostilities  against  the  citizens,  sub- 
jects, or  property  of  a  conterminous  friendly 
State  or  Territory,  or  in  giving  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  persons  carrying  on  such  hostilities,  by 
conveying  to  their  assistance  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  The  vessel  and  the  arms 
thus  seized  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner,  as 
soon  as  he  gives  security  that  they  shall  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
In  case  he  shall  not  give  such  security,  they 
will  be  detained  untU  the  President  orders  them 
to  be  restored.  It  will  strike  every  Senator  at 
once,  that  such  a  provision  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  tranquillity  of  the  country  along  the 
lakes  and  rivers  which  are  the  boundaries  of 
our  territory. 

The  second  section  makes  a  similar  provision 
for  the  seizure  and  detention  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  belonging  to  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  probable  that  they  are  about  to  be 
carried  across  the  frontier  for  the  same  hostile 
purposes. 

Such  provisions  are  not  new  to  our  law. 
The  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  of  April, 
1818,  afford  a  precedent  for  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  this  bill.  The  owner  of  any  vessel  de- 
scribed in  those  sections,  before  it  is  permitted 
to  leave  the  United  States,  is  obliged  to  give 
security  that  it  shall  not  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  against,  a  friendly  power. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  Col. 
McFabb,  commanding  a  portion  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  forces  in  Canada,  in  which  he  not 
only  avows  that  the  outrage  on  the  steamboat 
Caroline  was  committed  by  his  orders,  but  he 
glories  in  the  deed.  He  fancies  that  a  captain 
in  the  royal  navy  has  acquired  fresh  laurels  by 
becoming  his  agent  in  conducting  this  cowardly 
attack  upon  our  unarmed  and  unsuspecting 
citizens.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  aggra- 
vate the  enormity  of  this  wanton  outrage  upon 
our  territory  and  jurisdiction,  it  would  be  found 
in  its  open  avowal  of  justification  by  a  British 
ofiicer,  high  in  command.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  send 
one  of  their  ships  of  war  into  the  harbor  of 
Boston  or  New  York,  to  capture  any  American 
vessel  at  anchor  there,  which  they  suspected 
of  hostile  intentions  against  their  country.  The 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
over  our  own  territory  has  been  grossly  violat- 
ed ;  and  if  any  thing  could  prevent  him  from 
doing  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  would  be 
the  indignant  feelings  which  had  been  excited 
in  his  bosom  by  a  perusal  of  this  letter  of  Col. 
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McNabb.  But  the  wrong  which  we  have  suf- 
fered ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  doing  jus- 
tice. We  were  bound  to  perform  our  duties 
towards  all  nations ;  and  we  were  imperatively 
bound  to  demand  of  the  British  Government  to 
hold  Colonel  MoNabb  to  a  strict  account  for  his 
conduct. 

He  would  now  conclude,  by  offering  three 
sections  as  a  substitute  for  the  first  three  sec- 
tions of  the  bill.  The  purpose  was  to  render 
the  bill  more  specific. 

Mr.  EuGOLES  hoped  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania would  not  press  the  consideration  of 
his  amendment  at  the  present  time.  He  was  not 
now  prepared  to  say  what  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  have  upon  the  condition,  of 
things  on  our  North-eastern  border.  It  is 
doubtless  in  the  recollection  of  the  committee, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of  Maine  is 
now,  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years,  in 
the  possession  of  Great  Britain.  If  troops  or 
arms  should  be  transported  into  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Maine  by  the  Government 
of  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  and  defending  it,  would  it  be  a  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  justify  the 
President  in  ordering  their  apprehension  and 
seizure  ?  If  this  Government  does  not  protect 
her  jurisdictional  rights,  he  trusted'  she  would 
be  left  at  liberty  to  defend  her  own  soil.  He 
said  it  was  understood  that  despatches  had 
been  recently  received  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, or  are  soon  expected.  They  might 
perhaps  contain  something  from  that  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  subject  of  the  boundary. 
If  satisfactory,  very  well.  If  the  matter  is  left 
where  it  has  been  for  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  it  will  be  time  to  consider  whether  our 
relations  with  that  Government  require  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  what  modifications  it 
ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  said :  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  to  this  bill  did  not  vary  its  sev- 
eral principles  in  any  respect ;  but  it  confined 
their  operation,  in  express  terms,  to  the  foreign 
States  and  colonies  conterminous  with  the 
United  States.  The  committee  thought  that 
the  bill  required  this  amendment ;  otherwise  it 
might  possibly  interfere  with  the  general  law 
which  regulated  our  trade  with  foreign  nations. 
If  the  Senator  (Mr.  Euggles)  had  any  amend- 
ment to  offer  in  reference  to  Maine,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  consider  it  now  as  at  any  other  time. 
The  committee  had  changed  him  with  the  duty 
of  bringing  forward  this  biH  at  the  earliest 
period,  and  it  was  .his  fault,  perhaps,  that  it 
had  been  delayed  till  the  abolition  question  was 
determined. 

Mr.  EuQGLES  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  Senator,  nor  by  the  Senate',  as  having 
'  any  disposition  to  throw  unreasonable  embar- 
rassments in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  the 
bill.  He  alluded  to  the  information  we  have 
received  this  morning,  thal^he  gross  and  fla- 
grant outrage  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  (he  re- 
ferred to  the  attack  upon,  and  destruction  of 


the  Caroline,)  was  avowed  by  the  commanding 
ofiicer  in  that  vicinity,  as  having  been  commit- 
ted by  his  direction. 

Mr.  Btjchaitan'  considered  that  it  would  be 
very  unfortunate  if  the  question  of  the  Maine 
boundary  should  be.  mixed  up  with  the  matters 
contained  in  this  bill.  At  present,  he  under-  • 
stood  from  high  authority,  that  an  answer 
was  daily  expected  at  the  Department  of  State, 
from  the  British  Government,  to  the  last  prop- 
osition made  by  this  Government.  The  nego- 
tiation was  about  to  close ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  take  the  question  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  ex- 
ceedingly iU-timed. 

The  amendment  did  no  more  than  to  define, 
with  greater  precision,  the  objects  to  which  the 
bill  was  intended  to  apply. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  January  16. 

Mississippi  ^Election. 

Mr.  Beofsou  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Thomas  J.  Word 
are  not  members  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  House. 

Mr.  "Wise  moved  the  preliminary  motion  that 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  have  leave  to  appear 
within  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mi\  Bell  referred  to  the  case  of  Arnold  of 
Tennessee,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  precedent 
established  in  that  case,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  Themes  J. 
Word  have  leave  to  occupy  seats  within  the  bar  of 
this  House  pending  the  discussion  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  upon  their  application ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  speak  to  the  merits  of 
their  appUcation,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
thereon. 

Mr.  Wise  accepted  the  modification,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speakbb  then  directed  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  provide  seats  for  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word,  and  informed  them  that  liiey  were 
at  liberty  to  address  the  House  in  relation  to 
their  application. 

Mr.  HowAKD  renewed  his  application  to  pre- 
sent a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Claiborne,  one 
of  the  sitting  members,  who  was  confined  to 
his  bed  from  illness,  which  was  read  as  foUows  : 

[extract.] 
Mr.  Olaiborne's  Argument. 
A  severe  illness,  which  confines  me  to  my  room, 
will  prevent  my  taking  part,  personally,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  questions  in  which  I  am  interested, 
growing  out  of  the  recent  elections  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi.  I  feel  it  to  be  proper  and  necessary, 
therefore,  to  communicate,  in  writing,  those  views 
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ivhich,  were  I  able,  I  should,  at  a  fitting  time,  express 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  This 
course  seems  to  be  the  more  requisite,  inasmuch  as 
my  colleague,  who  has  a  joint  interest  with  me  in  the 
subject,  is  also  confined  to  his  room  by  indisposition. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  kindness  and  ability  of  the 
friends  who,  in  my  absence,  will  maintain  my  rights ; 
and  perhaps  I  may  only  weaken  the  effect  of  their 
exertions  in  my  behalf,  by  what  I  may  now  say.  I 
believe,  too,  that  no  unfair  advantage  of  my  absence 
would  be  taken  by  any  one  member  of  the  House. 
But  it  is  right  that  the  views  entertained  by  me 
should  be  expressed,  in  justice  to  myself,  so  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  result,  there  may  remain  some 
evidence  that  I  supported,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  cause  of  those  whose  votes 
entitled  me  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor ;  and  that  there 
may  be  no  ground  for  saying  hereafter,  that,  from 
overweening  confidence,  or  carelessness,  or  doubt,  I 
did  not  avail  myself  of  the  best  opportunity  of  doing 
so  that  circumstances  afforded.  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, too,  that  the  gentlemen  who  claim  the  seats 
of  my  colleague  and  myself,  would  themselves  prefer 
that  we  should  adopt  this  mode  of  presenting  our 
views  to  the  House  ;  so  that  their  success,  were  they 
to  succeed  even,  might  not,  in  any  degree,  be  at- 
tributable to  our  absence  or  our  silence. 

At  the  special  session  in  September  last,  the  House, 
after  full  investigation,  decided  that  my  colleague  and 
myself  were  entitled  to  our  seats  for  the  entire  term 
of  the  25th  Congress.  The  question  then  settled  was 
one  of  law,  arising  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
The  only  facts  involved  were  the  proclamation  of  the 
Governor  of  that  State,  and  the  consequent  election, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  of  my  colleague  and  myself; 
facts  which  no  one  then  or  since  has  pretended  to 
deny,  and  the  evidence  of  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  afterwards  before  the  House. 
Although  we  were  the  only  persons  claiming  seats  as 
members  elect  from  Mississippi,  the  decision  made 
in  our  case  cannot  be  termed  an  ex  parte  one.  An 
ex  parte  decision  is  one  in  which  the  facta  on  one  side 
only  are  exhibited ;  or,  all  the  facts  being  exhibited, 
the  argument  on  one  side  only  is  heard.  In  the  case 
of  my  colleague  and  myself,  our  right  to  qualify  was 
denied  and  put  in  issue,  when  we  presented  ourselves 
for  that  purpose,  before  the  House  was  organized. 
The  afflrmative  and  negative  of  the  proposition  were 
distinctly  made  out,  and  their  respective  supporters 
in  the  House  were  arrayed  against  each  other.  My 
colleague  and  myself  were,  in  fact,  placed,  by  the 
course  that  was  pursued,  upon  the  defensive  ;  and  in 
the  prolonged  debate  to  which  the  subject  gave  rise, 
the  talent,  industry,  perseverance,  and  warmth  mani- 
fested on  both  sides,  left  nothing  unsaid  which,  by 
way  of  argument  or  illustration,  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  questions  involved  in  the  discussion. 
Neither  for  want  of  facts  nor  of  argument,  therefore, 
can  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  September  last,  in 
the  matter  of  the  Mississippi  election,  be  called  an  ex 
parte  one ;  but  it  must  be  considered  as  a  grave  and 
solemn  adjudication  deliberately  made  by  the  compe- 
tent and  only  authority. 

The  question  that  now  presents  itself  is.  Shall  the 
decision  thus  made,  be  reviewed,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  reversed ;  because,  differing  in  opinion  from 
a  majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi,  pursuing  the  literal  tenor  of  a 
law  of  that  State,  has  ordered  a  new  election  to  fill  a 
supposed  vacancy  in  its  representation,  after   the 


House  of  Representatives,  the  only  constitutional 
judge  in  the  matter,  had  determined  that  no  such  va- 
cancy existed  ?  Had  the  new  election  not  been  order- 
ed, or  had  the  present  claimants  not  appeared,  it  is  not 
for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  its  own  motion,  would  have  reversed 
its  decision  in  favor  of  my  colleague  and  myself,  at 
this  or  at  any  other  time.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
facts  which  requires  it  to  do  so  now  ?  Has  any  new 
fact  necessary  to  a  correct  decision  been  brought  to 
light,  which  was  not  before  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions and  the  House  in  September  last  ? 

I  have  heard  it  suggested  that,  in  September,  the 
credentials  of  my  colleague  and  myself  were  not  be- 
fore the  committee.  Now,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
credentials  of  a  member  elect  are  rarely,  if  ever,  de- 
manded, when  he  presents  himself  to  qualify ;  and 
that,  perhaps,  not  one-half  of  the  members  have  their 
credentials  in  their  possession.  All  that  is  necessary 
is  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  election  of  the  individ- 
ual. The  law  points  out  no  particular  mode  in 
which  this  is  to  be  given.  The  House,  which,  by  the 
constitution,  is  "  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications,  of  its  own  members,"  is  the  judge, 
necessarily,  of  the  evidence  of  their  election,  or,  in 
other  words,  their  credentials ;  and  cases  have  oc- 
curred in  which  the  House,  not  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  of  election  presented,  has  taken  testimony 
to  show  that  the  party  presenting  it  has  received 
illegal  votes ;  and  therefore,  although  holding  the 
ordinary  credentials,  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat. 
'  The  credentials  of  the  ordinary  form  are,  therefore, 
of  themselves,  of  no  binding  authority ;  and  if  the 
exhibition  of  them  would  not  estop  an  examination 
into  our  title  to  our  seats,  the  want  of  them,  if  the 
House  were  satisfied  of  our  election  by  other  means, 
could  not  defeat  our  title :  this  is  evident.  The 
evidence  of  our  right  to  our  seats,  presented  in  Sep- 
tember last,  was  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  Mississippi,  under  the  great  seal  of  office,  of  . 
the  votes  cast  in  the  then  recent  (July)  election.  The 
ordinary  certificate  of  election,  or  credentials,  were 
forwarded  to  my  colleague,  but  never  received  by 
him.  Those  sent  to  me  were  received ;  but,  per- 
ceiving that  they  contained  the  limitation  of  the  term 
of  service  mentioned  in  the  Governor's  writ  to  hold 
the  election,  we  applied  for,  and  obtained,  the  state- 
ment from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  used  in  their 
stead.  All  this  was  distinctly  stated  by  us  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  in  September  last.  Now  the 
only  matter  which  appeared  in  the  credentials,  be- 
sides the  election  of  my  colleague  and  myself,  was, 
that  we  were  elected  for  the  special  session  only. 
This  is  all  that  is  pretended.  Had  this  appeared  in 
the  credentials  only — ^had  we,  by  not  presenting  the 
credentials,  withheld  the  only  evidence  of  this  mat- 
ter, there  would  be  some  ground  for  the  suggestion 
now  made,  that  the  credentials,  not  having  been  be- 
fore the  committee  or  the  House,  all  the  facts  were 
not  presented ;  and  that  the  case,  at  this  time,  should 
be  reopened  to  let  in  a  new  fact.  But  is  this  so  ? 
Why,  what  was  the  question  that  so  long  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  House  in  September  ?  Did  it  not 
grow  out  of  the  very  fact,  now  pretended  to  be  a 
new  one,  that  the  Governor's  writ  was  for  an  election 
for  the  special  session  oply  ?  Was  not  the  only  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  the  question  whether  we  were 
elected  for  the  special  session,  or  for  the  whole  term 
of  the  Congress?  *  And  is  it  not  strange  that  it 
should  be  contended  now,  that  the  House  was  with- 
out evidence  of  the  fact,  the  existence  of  which — ^the 
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uncontroverted  truth  of  which — was  the  sole  cause 
of  all  the  protracted  and  excited  debate  to  which  the 
Mississippi  election  of  July  gave  rise?  The  fact 
that  we  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  then  cast, 
was  uudeniable.  The  fact  that  those  votes  were  given 
at  an  election  held  under  a  writ  ordering  one  for  a 
less  period  than  the  entire  Congress,  was  also  unde- 
niable ;  and  out  of  this  fact  grew  the  only  discussion 
that  took  place. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  official  proc- 
lamation of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Mississippi, 
summing  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
not  presented  by  my  colleague  or  myself  to  the  com- 
mittee in  September  last.  Such  proclamation  was 
never  given  to  us ;  but  if  it  had  been,  and  we  had 
presented  it,  it  would  have  only  amounted  to  proof, 
in  a  different  form,  of  that  of  which  other  proof  had 
already  satisfied  the  committee,  and  which  was  not 
then,  nor  has  it  since  been,  denied — our  election  by 
a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  under  a  writ  ordering  an 
election  for  a  less  period  than  the  whole  term  of  the 
Twenty-fifthjCongress. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  there  were  no  facts  exist- 
ing at  the  time  the  House  decided  the  rights  of  my 
colleague  and  myself  to  our  seats,  which  were  not 
then  known  to  the  House ;  and  that  the  matter  now 
suggested  as  new,  so  far  from  being  so,  is  the  very 
matter  that  gave  rise  to  the  discussions  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fact  is  independent  of  the  form  in  which 
it  is  presented :  and,  whether  the  House  was  in- 
formed that  the  election  at  which  we  were  chosen 
representatives  was  held  for  a  shorter  term  than  the 
whole  Congress,  by  the  production  of  the  Govern- 
or's writ,  the  proclamation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  exhibition  of  credentials  in  the  ordinary  form, 
or  universal  admission  of  the  fact,  is  immaterial,  if 
the  House  was  in  the  possession  of  the  fact  when  it 
came  to  its  decision. 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBORNE. 

January  15,  1838. 


IN  SENATE. 

TnESDAT,  January  16. 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Sesolutions. 

Mr.  Swift  said  he  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  at  a  future  day  to  present  the  report 
and  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  which 
had  been  offered  on  a  former  occasion,  but 
withdrawn.  His  intention  was  not  to  bring 
them  before  the  Senate  until  the  discussion  on 
the  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  been  finish- 
ed. As  that  discussion  was  presumed  to  be 
terminated,  he  would  now  introduce  them.  He 
would  offer  no  other  apology  for  presenting 
them  now,  than  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  State. 
The  resolutions  spoke  for  themselves ;  nor  did 
Vermont  require  him  to  vindicate  them  on  that 
floor.  He  expressed  his  regret,  however,  that 
they  should  have  been  so  harshly  assailed  as 
they  had  been.  Not  only  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  them,  but  the  motives  of  those  who 
adopted  them,  had  been  subjects  of  unjust  cen- 
sure and  reproach.  What  principles  were  as- 
serted that  should  call  forth  the  invectives  that 
had  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  ppposite  side 


of  the  House  ?  It  was  contended  that  Congress 
had  the  power,  and  it  was  respectfully  asked  to 
exercise  that  power,  in  abolishing  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  over  which  it  was 
presumed  to  have  exolueive  control.  Could 
any  just  exception  be  taken  to  that  ?  Nothing 
has  been  hinted  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont, 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  the  States.  Such  an  opinion  was  nowhere 
breathed  in  the  document  before  them.  One 
of  the  resolutions  in  question  had  not  passed 
the  Legislature,  but  received  the  sanction  of 
the  popular  branch  only,  that  might  have  as- 
serted doctrines  offensive  to  the  South.  It  was 
not  Vermont  only  that  was  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  but  it  was  the  general  feel- 
ing throughout  the  Northern  States.  The  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  which  was  looked  to  by  the 
South  to  give  it  preponderance  over  the  North, 
was  presumed  by  many  to  involve  principles  of 
high  national  importance. 

Mr.  Peeston  presumed  the  document  would 
not  have  been  presented,  unless  under  author- 
ity of  command,  in  obedience  to  higher  powers, 
where  the  servant' could  exercise  no  discretion. 
Coming  from  a  sovereign  State,  we  were,  he 
presumed,  bound  to  treat  it  with  respect  and 
deference.  Vermont  certainly  had  the  right 
to  come  here,  and  her  memorials  were  entitled 
to  reception  and  consideration.  But  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  we  were  to  respect  that  Gov- 
ernment more  than  this  Government.  Eespeot 
was  certainly  mutual  and  co-relative.  He  was 
disposed  to  speak  with  great  forbearance  on  the 
subject.  Here  was  a  report  wantonly  present- 
ed, characterized  by  language  which,  if  used 
by  any  individual  or  Senator  of  this  body, 
would  be  rejected  with  disdain.  In  it  the 
South  is  charged  with  immorality  and  irre- 
ligion ;  and  when,  with  becoming  dignity,  we 
repel  the  charge,  we  are  "  uncourteous  "  and 
"  offensive  "  in  our  language.  Yes,  at  the  very 
moment  of  presenting  to  this  body  a  document, 
in  language  so  justly  characterized  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  as  false,  scandalous,  and  li- 
bellous— at  the  very  moment  of  presenting  a 
document  deliberately  concocted  by  order  of 
the  Vermont  Legislature,  the  member  present- 
ing it  complains  of  the  indignant  retort  of  those 
whose  feelings  are  outraged  and  insulted  by  it. 
While  we  are  stigmatized  as  debauched,  sen- 
sual, immoral,  sinful,  God-offending  creatures, 
and  when  we  speak  of  fanatics  and  incendiaries, 
we  are  rebuked  and  chidden.  Was  this  fair  ? 
was  it  proper  ?  So  long  and  so  tamely  had  the 
South  borne  all  this,  that  when  a  proper  reply 
was  made,  she  was  greeted  as  the  assailant ; 
and  if  she  bore  it  much  longer,  Mr.  P.  would 
agree  that  she  was  all  she  had  been  represent- 
ed. 

Mr.  Peejitiss  was  not  prepared  to  say  there 
was  quite  as  much  fervor  in  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont  as  was  expressed  in  the  resolutions. 
As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  care- 
ful to  make  no  improper  or  exciting  remarks ; 
he  had  not  only  a  high  respect  for  the  people 
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of  the  South ;  but  respect  then-  feehngs  in  rela- 
tion to  these  questions.  Mr.  P.,  however,  did 
not  like  to  hear  the  people  of  Vermont  branded 
as  fanatics  and  incendiaries,  because  they  chose 
to  assert  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District-  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  Caluoun  said  that,  as  a  States  rights 
man,  in  the  strongest  sense,  he  believed  that 
the  State  of  Vermont  had  a  right  to  come  there 
and  be  heard.  Upon  the  best  reflection  he 
could  give  to  the'  subject,  he  could  not  Vote 
for  rejecting  the  resolutions,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  considered  the  language  to  be  so  ex- 
ceptionable that  he  could  not  vote  for  receiving 
them.  It  was  owing  to,  and  foreseeing  this 
difiBculty,  that  he  had  introduced  the  series  of 
resolutions,  on  the  same  subject,  which  had 
been  so  recently  discussed  and  disposed  of,  and 
though  he  made  no  complaint,  he  profoundly 
regretted  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  get- 
ting a  direct  vote  on  one  important  principle 
involved.  Situated  as  he  was,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  South,  which  was  so  vilely  ca- 
lumniated in  these  resolutions,  •  he  could  not 
vote  for  receiving  them. 

Mr.  Roane  observed  that  these  resolutions 
came  here  with  instructions  to  the  Senators 
from  Vermont  to  use  their  influence  to  carry 
out  the  objects  for  which  they  were  passed. 
They  were  equally  bound,  he  continued,  to 
press  them  forward  and  get  them  acted  on  in 
that  body.  He  entertained  no  doubt  that  there 
were  assertions  contained  in  these  resolutions 
that  he,  as  an  individual  Senator,  could  not 
allow  to  be  true.  On  the  other  hand,  as  they 
came  from  a  sovereign  State,  ie  could  not  say 
that  he  would  not  receive  them.  He  intended, 
therefore,  to  stand  neuter ;  and  when  these  res- 
olutions should  he  received,  as  no  doubt  they 
would  be  by  the  votes  of  the  members  from  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  and  referred,  he  trust- 
ed that  they  would  be  referred  to  a  committee 
from  those  States.  From  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee so  constituted,  at  least  one  advantage 
would  be  gained :  we  shall  understand  their 
true  position  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Steangb  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  resolutions  on 
the  table — yeas  12,  nays  26. 

The  Ohaie  then  said  that  the  resolutions 
were  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Swift  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  said  that  if  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  printing,  he  hoped  that  it 
would  be  divided,  and  taken  on  printing  the 
resolutions  and  accompanying  report  separate- 
ly. He  wished  to  know  distinctly  whether  the 
Senate  would  lend  its  aid  to  the  publication  of 
such  a  document  as  the  latter. 

Mr.  Swift  then  varied  his  motion,  so  as  to 
lay  all  the  papers  on  the  table,  which  was 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdat,  January  17. 

Mississippi  Election. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mississippi  election  case,  the  questions  pending 
being  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Beonson  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  Congress,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  House  as  such. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bell,  who  on  yesterday  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  Sesolved,^^ 
and  inserting  as  follows : 

"  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  3d  of 
October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  members 
of  the  25th  Congress,  was  agreed  to  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts  which  were  material  to  a  cor- 
rect decision  of  the  question  presented,  and  the  "same 
is  hereby  rescinded." 

Resolved  further.  That  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  25th  Congress,  from 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  November  last,  and  are 
entitled  to  take  their  seats  as  such. 

Mr.  Pbentiss  addressed  the  House  at  length 
against  the  sitting  members ;  and,  without  con- 
cluding, gave  way  to  Mr.  Chambees. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thuesdat,  January  18. 

Neutral  Melations. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned,  approved  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


HOtrSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Feidat,  January  19. 

Oanada  Affairs. 

Mr.  FiLLMOEE  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terests, to  communicate  to  this  House  any  informa- 
tion possessed  by  him,  respecting  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  Schlosser, 
during  the  night  of  the  29th  of  December  last,  and 
the  murder  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  board, 
and  all  the  particulars  thereof  not  heretofore  com- 
municated. And  especially  to  inform  the  House 
whether  said  capture  was  authorized,  commanded,  or 
sanctioned,  or  has  been  avowed  by  the  British  au- 
thorities or  officers,  or  any  of  them.  And,  also,  what 
steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to  obtain  satisfaction 
from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  on  account  of 
said  outrages.     And  to  communicate  to  the  House 
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any  correspondence  relative  thereto,  which  has  passed 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the  public  authorities  of 
either. 


TS  SENATE. 

Feibat,  January  19. 

Claim  of  Bicha/rd  W.Meade. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  the 
late  Eichard  W.  Meade  came  up. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  amend  it,  by  striking  out  the 
second  section,  and  substituting  that  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  E"iles.) 
Bejected — yeas  17,  nays  24. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill — it  was  carried  by 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Fulton,  King,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Talhnadge,  and  Walker— 23. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Pierce,  Rob- 
hins,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Tip- 
ton, WiUiams,  Wright,  and  Young — 16. 


Monday,  January  22. 

The  Vice  Pebsidbnt  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Hon.  John  Black,  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  resigning  his  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read. 

Anti-Slavery,  and  Anti-Texas  Annexation  Peti- 
tions. 

Mr.  MoKean  presented  the  memorial  of  4,757 
women  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  suppress 
the  slave-trade  between  the  different  States,  also 
a  memorial  of  ninety-eight  women  of  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  of  similar  import.  Also 
a  memorial  from  Robert  McAlister  and  others, 
praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  immediate- 
ly in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sieangb,  the  question  as 
to  the  reception  of  the  above  petitions  was  laid 
on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OP  REPEllSENTATIVEB. 

Tuesday,  January  24. 

Seminole  Indians. 

Mr.  Oambeeleno  reported  a  bill,  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  In- 
dian hostilities  for  the  year  1838,  and  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  another  from  the  acting 
Quartermaster  General,  setting  forth  the  abso- 
lute necessity  for  aft  immediate  appropriation. 

Mr  C.  then  explained  that  he  had  been  unan- 
imously instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Means  to  report  this  bill  of  one  million  of 
dollars,  the  amount  required  for  the  year  being 
$2,480,000.  When  that  bill  should  come  up, 
there  would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  general  debate ; 
but  in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  War  De- 
partment might  not  be  stopped,  and  that  the 
necessary  payments  might  be  made,  the  commit- 
tee had  directed  him  to  report  this  bill,  and  ask 
the  House,  when  it  was  referred.to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
go  at  once  into  committee  upon  it. 

Mr.  Downing  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
prevail,  for  it  was  indispensable  that  this  bUl 
should  be  passed  without  delay.  Two  thousand 
of  the  Florida  militia  bave  been  disbanded 
without  having  been  paid.  If  this  course  is 
followed  up,  and  moneys  are  not  appropriated, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  peoplein  that  section 
of  country  will  lose  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  not  be  in  its  power  hereafter 
to  enlist  men  into  the  service.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  this  war  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  if  the  means  were  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  for  carrying  it  on;  and 
gentlemen  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  its  pro- 
longation. 

The  bill  having  been  committed — the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Connok 
in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Wise  inquired  if  this  bill  did  not  also 
contain  appropriations  for  other  branches  of 
the  Indian  service. 

Mr.  CAMBEELENa  Said  this  bill  was  for  appro- 
priations for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostili- 
ties generally. 

Mr.  Wise  said  this  bill  was  precisely  of  the 
character  which  he  expected,  before  the  House 
went  into  committee.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
mere  partial  appropriation  bill  for  the  immedi- 
ate exigencies  of  the  service  in  Florida,  it  was 
a  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenditures 
in  the  Indian  service.  It  was  in  this  way  that 
appropriations  were  extracted  from  this  House, 
like  teeth,  without  the  proper  investigation 
and  inquiry.  The  ofiScers  of  Government 
waited  until  appropriations  were  immediately 
wanted,  and  then  they  called  upon  the  House  to 
pass  them,  without  investigation,  without  in- 
quiry, and  without  discussion.  In  this  manner 
that  nine-tenths,  if  not  all  of  the  eight,  nine,  or 
ten  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  this  fatal,  disastrous,  disgraceful  Semi- 
nole campaign,  had  been  obtained.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  delegate  from  Florida  that  the 
troops  had  been  discharged  without  being  paid ; 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  this 
money  is  wanting,  without  examination  and 
without  debate.  Was  this  the  way  appropria- 
tions were  to  be  made?  Would  any  corpora- 
tion or  company  take  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  pay  the  expenditures  of  this  disgraceful  In- 
dian war.  He,  for  one,  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  saying,  and  acting  out  what  he  said, 
that  he  would  not  appropriate  another  dollar 
for  this  purpose,  until  he  had  some  information 
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as  to  the  manner  in  whioli  former  appropria- 
tions had  been  expended,  and  until  he  had  cor- 
rect data  as  to  the  sum  now  needed.  He 
■wished  to  Ijnow  how  much  had  been  expended 
for  steamboats  which  had  performed  no  service 
to  the  Government,  and  the  amounts  paid  to 
heartless  contractors,  who  rendered  no  equiva- 
lent for  the  money  paid  them.  He  wished  in- 
formation, too,  in  relation  to  the  perfidy  which 
had  been  practised  by  the  officers  of  the  army 
towards  these  Indians,  with  all  other  neces- 
sary information,  before  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  other  and  further  appropriations ;  as  he 
believed  the  greatest  outrages  had  been  commit- 
ted upon  them,  which  was  the  only  reason  of 
the  war  being  kept  up. 

Mr.  Downing-  said  it  was  with  the  deepest 
regret  that  he  had  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman' from  Virginia. 

The  gentleman  had  charged  that  the  war  was 
iniquitous  in  its  inception,  base  and  infamous  in 
its  uses,  and  would  be  ridiculous  in  its  conclu- 
sion. But  he  would  tell  that  gentleman,  and 
he  defied  contradiction,  that  the  war  was  based 
on  a  solemn  treaty  with  the  Indians,  made  de- 
liberately, and  with  their  full  consent.  Hith- 
erto, there  had  not  been  the  slightest  charge 
against  its  validity ;  not  even  a  whisper  had 
been  breathed  about  unfairness  or  fraud.  The 
treaty  had  been  executed  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernment, not  in  a  hurried  manner,  but  in  a  calm 
and  deliberate  way ;  the  chiefs  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians  having  had  ample  time  to  reflect 
and  consider  the  proposition.  But  it  was  with 
the  Seminoles  as  it  was  with  the.  Cherokees ; 
who,  after  having  received  our  money  before- 
hand for  their  lands,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
their  evacuation,  they  then  set  up  the  cry  of 
fraud,  of  unfairness,  and  of  the  treaty  having 
been  made  without  their  consent,  etc. 

The  gentleman  had  called  it  an  unfortunate 
war.  So  it  was.  The  war  had  peen  prolonged 
beyond  the  calculation  of  any  human  being.  Its 
prolongation  had  been  caused  by  the  gentleman, 
and  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  who  now  op- 
posed the  appropriation.  It  was  well  known, 
and  he  challenged  proof  to  the  contrary,  that 
every  officer  engaged  in  the  war  had  acted  his 
part  zealously  and  effectively;  but  the  evil 
was,  that  they  had  to  check  their  efibrts,  be- 
cause they  were  compelled  to  bend  to  that 
sympathy  manifested  so  generally  for  the  "  red 
man  "  in  the  North  and  other  portions  of  the 
Union,  where  the  true  state  of  things  was  not 
known.  The  only  reason  that  the  war  was  not 
ended  long  ago,  was,  that  the  troops  had  been 
compelled  by  that  sympathy  to  hold  out  the 
white  flag  to  the  "  poor  devils,"  to  give  them 
time  to  make  peace,  when  they  were  entirely 
in  our  power.  Had  the  people  of  Florida  been 
permitted  to  adopt  their  own  measures,  and  if 
the  rope  and  the  gallows  had  been  used,  as  they 
would  in  the  case  of  white  men  committing 
such  enormities,  the  aflfair  would  have  been  set- 
tled long  before  this. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  atrocious  conduct 


of  these  viUanous  objects  of  sympathy — not- 
withstanding they  had  murdered  our  citizens, 
destroyed  our  property  and  besieged  our  towns 
— notwithstanding  all  this,  yet  the  gentleman 
refused  to  grant  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  our  citizens  from  a  recurrence  of 
such  outrages.  The  white  men  of  the  South 
might  be  butchered  -by  hundreds,  and  the  act 
looked  upon  with  indifference ;  but  when  col- 
ored skins  were  concerned,  then  it  was  that  an 
outcry  was  raised.  It  was  for  the  Indian  and 
the  negro  for  whom  public  sympathy  boiled  and 
bubbled  over. 

The  gentleman  had  intimated  that  the  people 
of  Florida  were  "  fattening  upon  the  appropria- 
tions." He  would  ask  that  gentleman  to  cast 
his  eyes  upon  their  desolated  cities,  their  wasted 
and  impoverished  country.  Their  horses,  their 
wagons,  their  provisions  and  sustenance  were 
gone,  and  the  whole  of  their  property  had  been 
destroyed  and  taken  by  the  enemy.  Had  the 
gentleman  be6n  able  to  show  but  one  instance 
where  the  public  money  had  fell  to  the  share  of 
the  people  of  Florida,  and  been  improperly 
used ;  could  he  adduce  one  instance  of  fraud  on 
their  part  ?  It  was  true  that  charges  had  been 
made  in  the  House,  through  the  medium  of 
anonyomus  letters,  about  $10  being  paid  for 
wagons,  when  the  same  could  be  had  for  $5, 
etc. ;  and  it  had  also  been  alleged  that  a  certain 
quartermaster  had  taken  a  receipt  for  more  than 
an  article  had  cost,  for  the  purpose  of  pocketing 
the  money.  Bat  were  they  thus  to  be  influ- 
enced by  charges  through  such  sources?  If 
gentlemen  knew  of  any  such  oases  where  fraud 
had  been  practised,  it  was  their  duty  to  make 
complaint  to  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  treachery  of  the 
Seminoles,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  prove, 
that  although  here  they  pretended  to  desire 
peace,  yet  when  they  returned  to  their  tribes, 
they  breathed  nothing  but  war.  He  adverted 
to  the  conduct  of  the  two  chiefs.  Jumper  and 
Alligator,  in  instigating  the  enemy  to  hold  out 
to  the  end  of  spring,  as  Congress  would  make 
no  appropriation,  etc. 

It  has  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undeewood,)  that  there  were 
more  troops  in  Florida  than  the  whole  number 
of  Seminoles,  including  squaws  and  children. 
For  his  part,  he  did  not  profess  to  know  the 
exact  number  of  the  enemy,  but  if  from  the  ob- 
stacles presented  it  was  found  that  ten  thousand 
troops  were  not  sufficient  why  it  was  their 
duty  to  send  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Florida  war,  and  the  impossibility  of  meeting  the 
Indians  in  a  body,  so  as  to  attack  them  with 
any  chance  of  success.  They  are  scattered 
over  the  country,  east,  west,  north,  and  south ; 
they  are  here  and  there,  and  yet  nowhere.  He 
appealed  to  the  gentleman,  if,  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  paltry  dollars,  they  would  sacrifice  the 
lives  of  our  troops,  when  fighting  with  a  white 
enemy,  by  sending"  out  only  a  certain  num- 
ber.    'When   the    war    commenced,  it    was 
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thought  that  an  appropriation  of  five  millions 
would  be  sufBcient.  He  thought  so  too.  But 
because,  from  a  combination  of  unlooked-for 
events,  a  greater  amount  -was  required,  gentle- 
men complained  that  the  war  was  unjust,  and 
demanded  an  investigation. 

Mr.  CiLLET  defended  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which,  he  insisted,  was  humane  and 
benevolent.  The  sympathy  evinced  for  the 
tawny  red  men,  he  described  to  be  of  the  same 
character  as  the  hobby  professed  for  the  race  a 
little  darker,  in  the  North.  When  he  found  his 
country  at  war,  he  was  not  for  staying  to  in- 
quire into  its  origin,  or  to  investigate  little, 
petty,  miserable  details  about  it,  but  to  take 
such  measures  as  would  be  most  likely  to  bring 
it  to  a  favorable  termination.  Whether  the 
Government  had  pursued  the  best  course  or 
not,  whether  there  had  been  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditure, he  feared  there  had,  he  could  not 
say ;  but  he  was  for  continuing  the  war  with 
vigor,  on  the  old  New  England  plan,  where  the 
Indians  had  been  wholly  exterminated ;  for  it 
was  false  policy  and  false  philanthropy  to  carry 
on  a  feeble  war. 

Mr.  EvEEETT  expressed  his  regret  that  any 
debate  should  have  arisen  on  this  subject  at 
this  time ;  the  more  so,  because  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  House  and  the  country  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  response  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Mr.  E.'s  resolution  on  the  top- 
ics adverted  to  in  this  discussion.  This  was  in 
relation  to  the  capture  of  Osceola.  Another 
subject  upon  which  he  wished  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two,  was  a  more  painful  one,  viz :  in 
reference  to  the  capture  of  Sam  Jones  and  his 
companions.  He  had  every  reason  to  know  that 
these  men  came  in  under  the  most  sacred  pledges, 
and  that  it  was  witli  the  greatest  difficulty 
the  Cherokee  delegation  could  induce  them  to 
come  in.  And  when  they  did,  wliat  was  Gen. 
Jesup's  first  proposition  ?  Why,  as  preliminary 
to  any  negotiation,  that  those  people  should 
bring  in  their  wives  and  children ;  and  what 
was  Sam  Jones's  answer  ?  Why,  that  he  never 
heard  of  such  a  preliminary  to  a  treaty  as  that 
of  surrendering  the  children  and  arms,  and  that 
he  could  not  assent  to  it. 

Mr.  E.  avowed  himself  unwilling  to  carry  on 
this  war  any  longer,  though  he  was  not  for 
yielding.  He  wished  a  pacificatory  course  to  be 
tried.  He  would  arm  the  Executive  with 
authority  and  appropriations  to  enable  him  to 
terminate  it  pacifically. 

Mr.  Hatnes  said  he  had  risen  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  back  the  committee 
to  the  question  before  it.  Some  weeks  ago  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported  a  bill 
to  cover  the  whole  sum  necessary  for  the  cui-- 
rent  year.  Since  that  bill  was  reported,  the 
committee  had  been  called  upon  or  notified  by 
the  War  Department,  that  drafts  were  lying 
over  for  services  already  performed,  and  sup- 
plies already  furnished,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  meet  them.  Upon  this  representation  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  come  to  the 


House  and  asked  a  suspension  of  its  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities.  Now,  neither, the 
committee,  nor,  as  Mr.  H.  belieyed,  had  any 
other  friend  of  the  Administration,  who  pro- 
posed to  support  this  bill,  designed  taking  the 
House  by  surprise.  The  very  document  -read 
at  the  Clerk's  table  gave  to  the  House  the  infor- 
mation that  this  partial  appropriation  was  asked 
for  under  extraordinary  circumstances ;  and  it 
was  equally  well  known  that  the  bill  covering 
the  whole  sum  estimated  for  the  service  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  then  remained  untouched, 
for  as  general,  liberal,  violent  discussion  as  gen- 
tlemen pleased.  Why,  then,  should  so  many 
irrelevant  topics  be  brought  in  now  1 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  one  million,"  and  inserting  "  five  hundr'ed 
thousand  doUars." 


Wednesday,  January  24. 
Seminole  War. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Conkob 
in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wise  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from 
$1,000,000  to  $500,000. 

[The  bill  was  futher  debated  by  Messrs.  Cambre- 
leng,  Waddy  Thompson,  Biddle,  Wise,  Underwood, 
Patton,  Glascock,  Bynum,  and  Pope.] 


Eeiday,  January  26. 

Distribution  of  BooJcs. 

Mr.  Eaeiden  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish 
such  members  of  the  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  have  not  received  the  same  under  former 
orders,  with  the  following  books,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House,  being  such  as 
have  been  supplied  to  members  of  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding Congress,  viz : 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  The  Document- 
ary History  of  the  Eevolution,  The  Land  Laws, 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates,  Con- 
tested Elections,  and  Commercial  Regulations,  Elliott's 
Debates,  and  Elliott's  Diplomatic  Code — 

But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  either  of  the  above 
works. 

Mr.  Hatnes  thought  that  some  of  these  books 
had  never  been  furnished  to  old  members. 

Mr  MoKat  would  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
gentleman  who  offered  this  resolution,  if  there 
was  not  a  proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  contingent  expenses,  ex- 
pressly prohibiting  any  portion. of  the  expendi- 
ture to  be  made  therefrom,  except  for  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  House.  In  reference  to 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  he  said  it  was  a 
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practice  which,  if  not  put  a  stop  to,  would  form 
an  indefinite  claim  upon  the  Treasury,  for  there 
would  always  be  new  members,  and  they  would 
claim  copies  of  all  the  books  ever  given  to 
members  of  old  Congresses.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  expense  this  resolution 
involved,  but  he  supposed  somewhere  about 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  TiLLiNGHAST  contended  that,  if  the  reso- 
lution embraced  the  same  books  heretofore 
ordered,  it  was  not  material  whether  the 
books  had  been  received  or  not.  It  was  but 
right  and  fair  that  the  new  members  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  old.  If  it 
was  proper  for  the  nation  to  furnish  books  to 
its  legislators,  it  was  only  right  that  all  should 
be  furnished  equally ;  and  if  there  was  any  dif- 
ference, it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  supposed  to  be  more  in 
want  of  them  than  the  old. 

Mr.  Beonson',  in  reply  to  Mr.  MoKat,  re- 
marked that  the  contingent  appropriation  bill 
had  not  been  passed,  and  therefore  they  were 
not  tied  up  by  the  proviso  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  apprehended  his  colleague 
was  mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  would 
not  be  passed  by  the  House,  unless  the  present 
Congress  differed  very  essentially  in  opinion 
from  the  two  former  Congresses.  It  had  been 
invariably  introduced  into  each  bill  for  the  last 
four  years,  and  was  designed  to  correct  what 
Mr.  0.  considered  a  growing  abuse,  of  paying 
matters  entirely  foreign  to  it  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund.  Whether  the  books  were  pur- 
chased or  not,  he  did  hope  that  appropriations 
of  this  character  would  not  be  charged  upon  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  House,  by  which  it  had 
been  enormously  increasing,  from  year  to  year, 
by  the  action  of  the  House  itself.  If  this  appro- 
priation were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law. 

Mr.  Bond  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
House  should  suspend  its  rules,  and  set  aside  all 
its  business,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a 
resolution  of  this  kind ;  a  resolution  looking 
alone  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  members. 
He  strenuously  opposed  the  measure,  and  asked 
if  the  House  was  aware  of  the  expense  it  in- 
volved? When  the  former  i-esolution  was 
under  consideration,  he  recollected  that  a  then 
member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cave  Johnson) 
made  a  calculation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member, 
in  the  aggregate  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  they 
had  no  right  in  the  present  exhausted  state  of 
the  Treasury,  thus  to  give  to  themselves  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  and  if  Congress  had  committed  a 
mistake  originally,  they  ought  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  Rariden  inquired  of  Mr.  Bond,  if  under 
the  influence  of  the  opinions  he  had  expressed, 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  accept  the  books 
ordered  under  the  foi'mer  resolutions  of  the 
House. 

Mr'.  Bond  would  state  frankly,  that  the  books 
having  been  sent  to  his  lodgings,  he  had  sent 
them  home,  and  sh6uld  do  so  again,  unless  un- 


der some  general  order  to  return  them,  which 
he  should  willingly  yield  obedience  to ;  still  he 
was  opposed  to  the  principle,  always  had  been, 
and  should  continue  to  be  so. 

Mr.  McKat  contended  that  no  proposition  for 
■paying  money  could  be  authorized  without  be- 
ing committed.  The  fact  of  the  contingent 
bill  not  being  passed,  rather  strengthened  his 
point. 


IN  SENATE. 

Feidat,  January  26. 

Pre-emption  to  Actual  Settlers. 

The  bin  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers 
on  the  public  lands,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Oeittenden  commented  on  the  frauds 
alleged  to  have  been  practised  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  submitted  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  settle- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following :  "  by  actual  residence 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1837,  and  the  cultivation  of  at  least  one  acre 
in  corn,  and  continued  residence  and  cultivation 
to  this  time." 

Mr.  Walkee  had  no  objection  to  defining 
more  accurately  the  habitation  and  cultivation ; 
but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  confine 
the  cultivation  to  corn,  as  that  would  exclude 
a  great  many  meritorious  cultivators  who  did 
not  grow  that  article. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  who  no  doubt  had  only 
in  view  the  defining  more  strictly,  an  actual 
settlement  and  cultivation,  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out "  corn,"  leaving  the  nature 
of  the  cultivation  to  be  determined  by  the  land 
office.  As  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  re- 
marked, it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  confine 
the  cultivation  to  corn,  as  many  cultivators 
bought  all  they  used,  though  he  (Mr.  C.)  re- 
garded it  as  a  very  injudicious  way  of  farming, 
and  one  that  no  doubt  resulted  very  much  to 
the  advantage  of  the  constituents  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  as  there  were  times  when 
every  bushel  of  corn  carried  down  the  Missis- 
sippi was  worth  from  a  doUar  to  a  dollar  and 
sixty-five  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Oeittenden  modified  his  amendment  by 
adding  "  wheat  and  cotton." 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satuedat,  January  27. 
Distribution  of  BooTcs. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution,  submitted 
by  Mr.  Eaeiden,  for  the  distribution  to  mem- 
bers of  certain  books. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  was  on  the  adoption  of 
the   original  resolution,   as  modified   by  the 
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mover,  which,  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas 
113,  nays  71. 

Mississippi  Election. 

The  special  order  being  tlie,  contested  election 
of  members  from  Mississippi,  was  called,  the 
question  pending  Mr.  Bell's  amendment  to  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Bbonson  (ante,  p.  613.) 

Mr.  Matjet  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
the  claim  of  the  applicants  to  a  seat  on  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Beonson  was  "not  sure  that  he  could 
shake  any  of  the  positions  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  addressed  the  House,  (Mr.  Peen- 
Tiss,)  but  he  would  try.  However,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  paying  a  tribute  to  the  elo- 
quence and  zeal  with  which  the  gentleman  had 
defended  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi.  The  question  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  in  a  false  light  by  the  con- 
testants, for  he  contended  that  no  indignity 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  the  State  of 
Mississippi;  her  rights  of  representation  had 
been  respected  and  defended,  and  the  simple 
question  was,  a  question  between  individuals  as 
to  who  should  have  the  right  of  so  representing 
her. 

The  decision  of  the  House  at  the  late  special 
session  was  a  judicial  decision,  and  could  not  be 
altered ;  and  Mr.  B.  argued  that  the  Governor  of 
Mississippi  was  authorized  by  the  constitution 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  portrayed  the  disastrous 
consequences  which  would  ensue  if  the  various 
Legislatures  had  not  that  power.  The  country 
might  be  ravaged  by  an  invading  enemy,_  or 
might  be  at  war  with  ten  nations  at  once,  with- 
out having  the  power  of  calling  together  and 
assembling  the  House  of  Representatives  to  act 
on  the  subject.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  one  of 
the  contestants,  (Mr.  Peentiss,)  viz :  that  the 
Governors  of  States  might  thus  anticipate,  de- 
feat, or  destroy  the  regular  election.  But  there 
was  not  the  slightest  probability  of  such  a 
course  ever  being  adopted;  and,  if  it  were, 
there  were  means  of  speedy  redress. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  question,  after 
assuming  that  the  Governor  had  the  power, 
was,  "  did  he  exercise  that  power  ?  "  It  had 
been  contended  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
and  that  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
was  a  nullity.  For  his  part,  he  maintained  that 
the  Governor  had  a  right  to  fill  the  whole  va- 
cancy, or  none.  Therefore,  if  the  gentlemen 
elected  in  July  were  elected  at  all,  they  were 
elected  for  the  whole  term  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Congress. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thtjesday,  February  1. 

Independent  Treasury. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  impose  addi- 
tional duties  as  depositaries  upon  certain  public 
officers,  and  to  appoint  Eeceivers  General  of 
public  money,  &c. 


The  amendments  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  "Weight,  one  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  hire,  temporarily,  suitable 
rooms  for  the  offices  of  the  Eeceivers  General, 
and  the  other  providing  that  the  receipts  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  authorized  by  the  2d  section, 
for  money  deposited  for  the  purchase  of  land, 
shall  not  be  negotiable  by  transfer  or  assign- 
ment, were  adopted. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  21st  section,  which  relates  to 
funding  the  surplus  that  may  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury, when  it  exceeds  four  millions,  by  invest- 
ment in  State  or  United  States  securities,  bear- 
ing interest. 

Mr.  Weight  stated  that  this  provision  was 
introduced  to  obviate  the  objections  of  those 
who  contended  that  the  bill  would  have  the 
effect  to  accumulate  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  had  read  the  biU  with  great 
care,  and  considered  it  exceedingly  well  drawn, 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial 
effects.  But  this  provision  he  considered  not 
in  accordance  with  its  general  principles,  and 
he  therefore  wished  it  to  be  struck  out.  One 
of  the  most  important  objects  of  this  measure 
was  to  avoid  having  a  surplus.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  improve  the  bill  to  strike 
out  the  section. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  motion  was  adopted — yeas  24, 
nays  13. 

The  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATrVES. 
Feidat,  February  2. 
Mississippi  Election. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Mississippi  Election  case,  the  question 
being  on  the  amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Bell  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  of 
3d  of  October  last,  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Gholson 
and  John  F.  H.  Claiborne  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  25th  Congress,  be  rescinded,  and  that 
Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  the  25th  Congress." 

The  question  was  on  the  following  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HowAED : 

"  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  25th  Congress." 

Mr.  Gholsos-  said :  His  colleague  and  him- 
self were  not  before  the  people  at  the  Novem- 
ber election,  and  they  distinctly  stated  to  the 
people,  in  a  printed  circular  addressed  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  candidates  upon  that  occa- 
sion. That  circular  was  published,  and  it  was 
announced,  at  least  in  all  the  Democratic  papers 
in  the  State,  that  they  were  not  candidates. 
Mr.  G.  also  wrote  at  least  a  hundred  letters  to 
his  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  declar- 
ing that,  in  consequence  of  that  decision,  he 
was  not  a  candidate. 

In  twenty  counties,  where  no  votes  were 
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given  for  himself  and  his  colleague  in  the 
November  election,  they  received '  about  five 
thousand  votes  at  that  of  July ;  thus  showing, 
conclusively,  that  there  was  no  general  turn 
out  of  the  people  at  the  November  election, 
induced,  as  he  firmly  beheved,  not  to  vote  by 
the  decision  of  the  House.  That  was  the  main 
fact  he  wished  to  state.  The  House,  by  its 
vote,  had  said  the  election  of  July  was  void. 
Mr.  G.  was  as  well  satisfied  with  that  decision 
as  any  one  else,  but  he  wished  them  to  vote, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

He  had  good  grounds  to  know  that  the  elec- 
tion in  many  other  counties  was  partial,  from 
the  fact  of  his  colleague  and  himself  not  being 
before  the  people,  and  therefore,  by  no  kind  of 
calculation,  was  the  strength  of  parties  tested 
in  November.  The  people  had  been  misled  by 
the  decision  of  the  House. 


Monday,  February  5. 
Mississippi  Contested  Election, 

Mr.  McKay  proposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bell,)  on  Saturday  had  raised  some 
critical  objections,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  former 
precedents  of  the  House,  declaring  that  the 
gentlemen  claiming  seats  (Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
Word)  were  not  so  entitled. 

Mr.  HowAED  said  that  he  had  drafted  his 
resolution  in  this  way  in  the  first  place,  but 
had  modified  it  afterwards  at  the  suggestion 
of  some  gentlemen.  He  then  modified  his 
amendment  as  follows :  "  and  that  Messrs. 
Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  on 
this  floor  as  members  of  the  25th  Congress." 

Mr.  CusHMAN  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Howard's 
amendment,  declaring  "  that  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  .Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this 
House,  as  members  of  the  25th  Congress,"  and 
decided — yeas  117,  nays  117. 

The  Ohaik  voted  in  the  aflarmative,  so  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Peentiss,  one  of  the  contestants,  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  some  length,  protesting 
against  the  decision  of  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
was  made,  depriving  the  people  of  Mississippi 
of  a  representation  on  this  floor,  replying  to 
remai'ks  of  gentlemen  made  on  former  occa- 
sions, afld  declaring  that,  if  he  was  spared  life 
till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  saw 
any  prospect  of  then  having  justice  done  the 
people  of  Mississippi,  he  would  again  present 
himself,  and  see  if  he  could  not  have  this  un- 
constitutional resolution  rescinded,  as  the  one 
was  which  was  adopted  in  September  last. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Underwood  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so'  as  to  take  the  vote  on  the  first 


part,  rescinding  the  resolution  of  September 
last ;  and  on  this  part  of  the  resolution  there 
were — yeas  121,  nays  113. 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  resolution, 
declaring  "  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are 
not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  House,  as  members 
of  the  25th  Congress," — yeas  118,  nays  116. 

On  the  third  branch  of  the  resolntion,  direct- 
ing the  Speaker  to  inform  the  Governor  of 
Mississippi  of  the  decision  of  .the  House, — yeas 
122,  nays  88. 


TS  SENATE. 

Monday,  February  5. 
Independent  Treasury. 

The  Independent  Treasury  bill  was  taken  up, 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Eives  being  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BivES  said  he  indulged  the  hope  that, 
after  the  failure  of  this  measure  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  and  the 
opinions  so  clearly  manifested  by  the  recent 
elections,  that  this  subject  would  not  again  have 
been  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  but  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
would  have  presented  some  scheme  upon  which 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  might  have 
harmonized.  Mr.  E.  contended  that  this  bill 
was  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  last  session, 
with  additional  deformity  of  feature,  calculated 
to  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  to 
a  far  greater  extent,  and  with  the  same  tendency 
to  create  disorder  and  convulsion  in  the  cur- 
rency. Mr.  E.  spoke  until  near  4  o'clock,  and 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  without  hav- 
ing concluded  his  argument. 


Wednesday,  February  7. 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  LiNisr,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  bill 
authorizing  the  occupation  of  the  Columbia  or 
Oregon  Eiver,  [establishing  a  territory  north 
of  latitude  42  degrees,  and  west  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  to  be  called  the  Oregon  Territory ; 
authorizing  the  establishing  of  a  fort  on  that 
river,  and  the  occupation  of  the  country  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States ;  estab- 
lishing a  port  of  entry,  and  requiring  that  the 
country  should  then  be  held  subject  to  the 
Eevenue  laws  of  the  United  States;  with  an 
appropriation  of  $50,000.] 

Mr.  Linn  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  some  other  Senator  had  not  moved 
in  this  matter ;  he  had  failed  in  his  endeavors 
to  that  effect,  and  had  in  consequence  now 
presented  the  subject  himself,  as  one  of  great 
importance.  There  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  if  this  Territory  should  be  neglected,  in 
the  course  of  five  years  it  would  pass  from  our 
possession. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  thought  the 
Senator  and  the  committee  would  do  well  to 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


623 


2d  Sess.] 


^nti-Slavery  and  Anti-Texas  Annexation  Petitions. 


[Febbuaey,  1838. 


make  inquiries  as  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
present  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  whether 
Tve  could  occupy  this  country  now  without 
giving  cause  of  offence.  The  country  had  been 
taken  possession  of  by  Great  Britain,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  There  was  a 
clause  in  that  treaty,  or  rather  a  word,  which 
was  intented  to  cover  this  identical  case,  con- 
nected with  the  Oregon,  and  which  covered  no 
other  case.  It  was  founded  on  these  circum- 
stances :  A  settlement  had  been  made  on  the 
Oregon  by  Mr.  Astor,  and  the  establishment 
was  called  Astoria.  During  the  war  it  was 
taken  possession  of  by  a  British  armed  vessel. 
In  the  stipulation  of  the  mutual  surrender  by 
the  two  countries  of  places  taken  during  the 
war,  Mr.  0.  had  introduced  the  word  ^'■posses- 
sion "  as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had 
on  the  Oregon  country  prior  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Linn  said  he  was  aware  of  that  provision, 
and  it'  was  his  intention  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  made.  He  designed  to  get  all  the  informa- 
tion he  could  on  the  subject,  and  lay  it" before 
the  committee  or  the  Senate,  that  the  Senate 
might  make  such  modifications  of  the  bill  as 
they  might  think  proper.  He  wished  the  bill 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  could  be. 

Mr.  BuonANAN  was  very  glad  that  his  friend 
from  Missouri  had  moved  in  this  business ;  and 
ho  had  done  himself  injustice  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  appropriately  by 
another  person.  The  time  had  come  when  we 
ought  to  assert  our  right  to  the  Oregon  country, 
or  abandon  it  forever.  We  know,  by  informa- 
tion received  from  an  agent  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  were  establish- 
ing forts  in  that  quarter,  cutting  down  the  timber 
and  conyeying  it  to  market,  and  acquiring  the 
allegiance  of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  while  they 
had  been  thus  proceeding,  we  had  patiently 
looked  on  during  a  long  period  of  years.  Our 
right  ought  to  be  now  asserted ;  but  it  should 
be  done  in  a  prudent  and  delicate  manner.  We 
were  obliged  by  the  treaty  to  give  a  year's 
notice.  The  time  had  arrived  to  settle  this 
question,  and  there  were  too  many  such  ques- 
tions unsettled  with  the  British  Government 
already.  While  we  should  be  careful  to  violate 
no  treaty  stipulations,  we  ought  promptly  to 
assert  our  right  to  this  country. 

Mr.  BflNTON  urged  the  propriety  of  having 
this  subject  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  of 
which  his  colleague  should  be  the  chairman :  he 
knew  of  no  one  better  qualified. 

Mr.  Linn  withdrew  his  motion  of  reference 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  the  subject  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  five,  of 
which  the  Vice  Peesident  was  authorized  to 
make  the  appointment. 


TuBSDAT,  February  13. 

Independent  Treasury. 

Mr.  NiLES  finished  at  a  late  hour,  the  very 
able  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday  in 


opposition  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Rives,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill.  Mr. 
N.  said  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  seemed 
to  think  that  his  tWenty-five  banks  constituted 
the  whole  country ;  but  what  constituted  the 
whole  country  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  N.,  was 
the  producing  classes,  who  were  swindled  out 
of  their  labor  through  the  paper  system.  Mr. 
N.  glanced  at  the  rotten  state  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  country,  and  its  vast  increase  of 
paper,  (in  some  instances  forty-one  dollars  for 
one  of  specie,)  until  it  had  blown  up,  exploded, 
and  scattered  ruin  far  and  wide.  There  were 
banks,  he  said,  that  had  not  yet  broken,  but 
were  now  rocking  and  trembling ;  so  much  so, 
that  persons  in  their  immediate  neighborhood 
would  keep  their  notes  no  longer  than  they 
could  get  rid  of  them ;  and  yet  we  were  called 
on  to  deposit  the  treasures  of  Government,  the 
common  property  of  the  people,  in  banks  like 
these.  That  the  currency  of  the  nation  was 
in  a  deplorable  condition,  all  admitted ;  but 
the  remedy  was  the  subject  of  dispute.  The 
question  was  one  of  vast  magnitude,  and  of 
vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the  nation, 
and  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  it  should 
have  become  mixed  with  politics ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  had  so,  and  all  the  evils  were 
charged  upon  the  present  Administration ;  how 
justly,  would  be  left  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  to  determine.  What  had  the  Adminis- 
tration sought  to  do  ?  Merely  to  increase  the 
metallic  currency,  which  it  had  eflfeoted  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  and  to  suppress  the 
issue  of  small  notes.  This  was  all  that  had 
been  done  by  the  present  or  past  Administra- 
tion to  derange  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some  gentlemen  contended  that  it  was  "  tamper- 
ing with  the  currency  "  that  had  brought  on  its 
present  deranged  state.  As  well,  said  Mr.  N., 
might  we  charge  temperance  societies  with  all 
the  drunkenness  that  occurred,  because  they 
were  tampering  with  sobriety. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  February  14. 

350  Anti-Slavery  and  anti-Texas  Annexation 
Petitions. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  stated  that  he  had  before 
him  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  petitions, 
signed  by  between  thirty-four  and  thirty-five 
thousand  names,  which  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  present  to  this  House.  He  wished  to  do 
so  with  as  little  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  House  as  possible.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  alter  the  manner  pursued  heretofore 
in  presenting  petitions  separately,  one  by  one, 
announcing  the  place  from  which  the  petitions 
came,  the  name  of  the  first  petitioner,  and  the 
number  of  names  signed  to  such  petitions; 
instead  of  which  he  proposed  now  to  offer  them 
by  classes,  stating  the  number  of  petitions  in 
each  class,  and  as  well  as  he  could,  the  number 
of  petitioners  included  in  each.    He  would 
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state,  however,  that  he  had  a  considerable 
number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  which  he 
himself  entertained  doubts  as  to  whether  they 
came  under  the  general  order  of  the  House, 
which  prescribed  that  petitions  of  a  certain 
description  should  be  laid  upon  the  table  with- 
out reading,  or  any  other  action  of  the  House 
being  tak.&'o.  upon  them.  It  has  happened,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  this  and 
former  Houses  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  petition,  a  great  degree  of  excitement 
has  been  prodxiced  in  a  certain  portion  of  the 
country,  and  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  of  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  them,  had  tended  very  much  to 
multiply  these  petitions,  which  the  House  ap- 
pears to  be  so  little  disposed  to  receive  and  to 
treat  in  the  manner  in  which,  in  his  opinion, 
all  respectful  and  decent  petitions  ought  to  be 
treated.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  course 
of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  House  was, 
that  petitions  were  sent  to  him  of  an  anony- 
mous character,  ambiguous  and  equivocal. 
These  were  of  two  descriptions.  One  descrip- 
tion came  from  a  geographical  portion  of  this 
country  very  much  attached  to  the  right  of 
petition,  and  opposed  to  the  order  of  the  House 
on  this  subject,  and  some  of  them  would  not 
come  under  that  rule. 

Mr.  Pickens  desired  to  know  if  this  question 
was  to  be  opened  up  in  this  direct  manner,  that 
he  might  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  Ohaie  stated  what  the  usual  course  was 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  to  present  his  peti- 
tions, some  separately,  and  some  by  classes, 
some  of  which  were  referred.  Those  which 
related  to  the  question  of  slavery  were  laid  on 
the  table,  under  order  of  the  liouse  ;  those  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  those  pray- 
ing for  a  repeal  of  the  order  of  the  House,  and 
all  others  which  were  supposed  to  relate  in 
any  way  to  slavery,  were  laid  on  the  table,  on 
motions  made  to  that  effect. 


Feiday,  February  16. 
Northern  Frontier. 

Mr.  Howard  stated  that  he  had  received  last 
.night  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  enclosing  some  papers,  which  satisfied 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  to  move  the  House  to 
suspend  its  rule,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill 
now  for  the  preservation  of  peace  on  our  fron- 
tier. The  purport  of  the  papers  was  to  show 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on  the  south 
side  of  Lake  Erie  to  invade  Canada,  and  the 
information  rested  upon  the  authority  of  an 
eye  witness,  a  naval  ofiicer,  who  saw  the  as- 
semblage, their  collection  of  arms,  and  saw 
them  in  march. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  the  principles  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  which  amendment 
he  himself  did  not  feel  very  solicitous  about. 


The  great  object  which  the  committee  kept  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  means  of  executing 
our  duties  towards  other  countries,  without 
interfering  with  what  had  in  this  country 
always  been  considered  a  legal  and  justifiable 
trade  between  the  citizens  of  this  and  of  a 
foreign  country,  and  it  was  the  consideration 
of  this  point  which  had  caused  much  delay  and 
difficulty  in  the  committee.  When  two  nations 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  right  of  the  merchants 
of  this  country  to  furnish  either  party  with 
provisions  and  munitions,  had  always  been 
claimed  and  exercised,  and  there  was  no  dis- 
position in  the  committee  to  infringe  this  right. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  have  this 
right  remain  upon  the  same  footing  on  which 
it  formerly  stood;  but  at  the  same  time  our 
Government  was  bound  to  prevent  our  citizens 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  a  neighboring 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up 
insurrection — of  keeping  up  a  civil  war.  If 
this  was  permitted  to  be  done,  the  war  might 
be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  we  would  suffer 
for  the  indiscretion  of  a  few  of  our  citizens. 

Mr.  HoLSET  thought  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore we  made  any  fundamental  alteration  in 
those  principles  in  relation  to  our  export  trade, 
which  had  existed  since  the  foundation  of  our 
Government.  He  considered  that  our  citizens 
had  a  perfect  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  with 
either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in  a  neighbor- 
ing Government,  where  a  foi-eign  war  existed, 
without  affecting  the  neutrality  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  any  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  this  just  and  proper 
trade,  such  as  he  feared  this  bill  would  impose. 
The  proper  provision  to  make  on  this  subject, 
would  be  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  inter- 
fering personally  in  a  dispute  in  a  neighboring 
Government;  but  this  biU  went  far  beyond 
that,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to 
seize  any  vessels  having  on  board  arms,  or  any 
other  things  which  it  was  supposed  it  was  con- 
veying into  a  neigliboring  territory,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  there  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  this  far  in 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  to  use  this 
discretionary  power  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
citizen,  or  the  seizure  of  the  property  of  the 
citizen.  Our  citizens  had  a  perfect  right  to 
trade  with  either  of  the  contending  parties  to 
a  war  which  might  be  going  on  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  without  compromitting  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  would 
not  now  consent,  by  his  vote,  to  have  such 
restrictions  as  were  proposed  by  this  biU  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  this  country.  The 
framers  of  our  constitution  had  guarded  our 
export  trade  so  that  no  restrictions  should  be 
imposed  upon  it  in  the  shape  of  a  tax;  and 
why  should  we  in  this  manner  attempt  to  place 
restrictions  upon  it,  in  contravention  of  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  if  not  of  the  letter 
of  it. 
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Mr.  Looms  reviewed  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  recent  disturbances  upon  the 
Canada  frontier.  There  was  a  long  line  of 
frontier,  separating  the  two  countries  from 
each  other,  yet  placing  so  narrow  a  barrier 
between  them,  as  to  render  it  impossible  that 
local  disturbances  breaking  out  on  one  side  of 
that  line  should  not  spread  to  the  other.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  American  side  were  pecu- 
liarly sensitive  on  this  point.  Their  native 
love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  tyr- 
anny, were  inflamed,  very  naturally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  principles. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily 
led  to  take  a  deep  interest,  if  not  an  active 
part,  in  those  struggles. 

He  deemed  the  bill  inefficient  to  answer  the 
end  it  professes  to  reach.  What  did  it  propose 
to  do?  To  give  to  United  States  marshals, 
deputy  marshals,  and  other  officers,  power  to 
seize,  without  process  of  law,  or  any  other 
limitation  than  their  own  individual  discretion, 
any  vessel,  or  vehicle,  suspected  of  being  used 
for  the  purpose  of  bearing  arms  or  munitions 
of  war  into  the  conterminous  country,  to  aid 
in  its  civil  contests,  and  to  detain  them  until 
satisfactory  surety  should  be  given  that  they 
should  not  oe  used.  Suppose  the  officer  in 
whom  this  extraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exercised  his  discretion,  and,  in  execu- 
tion of  this  power,  to  have  seized  the  property 
of  a  citizen :  what  does  the  latter  do  ?  The 
bonds  are  fixed;  it  may  be  assumed,  fairly 
fixed ;  the  surety  is  found,  and  the  party  pro- 
cee8?on  his  way  over  the  line,  into  the  adjoin- 
ing country,  in  the  very  face  and  eyes  of  the 
officers  of  Government.  Who  is  to  prevent 
this  ?  Nothing  in  this  law  gives  any  power  of 
prevention  to  anybody.  What  becomes  of 
the  bond  ?  It  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these 
officers ;  perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortune,  have 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  a  district  attorney. 
How-is  he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has 
been  violated — the  bond  broken  ?  How  is  he 
to  prove  that  these  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
or  whatever  else  had  been  seized  and  given  up 
upon  the  bond,  have  been  used  in  the  manner 
designated  ?  Does  his  jurisdiction  extend  to 
the  only  place  where  these  facts  can  be  as- 
certained— beyond  the  line? 


IN  SENATE. 

MoKDAT,  February  19. 

Postponement  of  the  Sub-Treasury  Bill. 

Mr.  BuoiiANAN  addressed  the  Senate :  I  rise 

to  present  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  the 

Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  received 

from  Governor  Eitner  on  yesterday  afternoon, 

requesting  their  Kepresentatives  in  Congress, 

and  instructing  their  Senators,  "  to  vote  and 

use  their  influence  for  a  postponement,  until  the 

next  session  of  Congress,  of  the  act  introduced 

by  the   Hon.   Silas  Weight,  of   New   York, 

commonly  called  the  Sub-Treasury  bill,  or  any 
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other  act  or  acts  of  a  similar  character;  and 
that  they  vote  at  this  session  for  no  act  of  a 
similar  nature."  The  Legislature  also,  by  the 
same  resolution,  declared  that  they  "  have  full 
confidence  in  Maktin"  Van  Bueeu,  and  in  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  Democratic 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress ; " 
and  further  instruct  and  request  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode 
of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  from  the  Government." 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Senate  will  pardon 
me,  considering  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
I  am  placed,  for  making  a  few  rftnarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  course  which  I  intend  to  pur- 
sue under  this  resolution.  It  is  well  known, 
both  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  presented  my 
views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
Treasury  from  all  banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  Government.  My  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject remains  unchanged  :  nay,  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  events  and  subsequent 
refiections.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  it  has  been  since  amended,  I  think,  in  the 
main,  it  is  well  calculated  to  carry  into  practice 
this  principle  of  separation.  Whilst  it  increases 
Executive  patronage  to  a  very  small  extent, 
and  no  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  its  principles,  it  confers  no 
power  whatever  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over 'the  public  money,  except  that 
which  he  has  exercised  ever  since  the  origin 
of  the  pressent  Government ;  and  a  provision 
of  the  bill,  which  has  never  existed  heretofore, 
renders  it  impossible  that  the  ordinary  Treas- 
ury drafts  which  are  delivered  to  the  public 
creditors  should  ever  be  used  as  currency. 
With  some  further  amendments,  which  I  need 
not  now  specify,  but  which  I  had  intended  to 
move,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  should  have  given 
a  cheerful  support  to  this  bill.  But  I  am  in- 
structed: and  it  remains  for  me  to  decide 
what  course  I  ought  to  pursue,  under  this 
change  of  circumstances. 

Ever  since  I  was  capable  of  forming  an  opin- 
ion upon  this  subject,  I  have  believed  that  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States  had  a  right 
to  instruct  their  Senators.  In  my  opinion,  this 
right  results  from  the  very  nature  of  our  con- 
stitution, which  is  a  Federal  compact  betweenj 
distinct  and  sovereign  States.  It  has  even, 
been  considered,  with  but  few  exceptions,  a 
fundamental  article  in  the  political  creed  of 
that  party  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong.  I 
have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  face  of 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country,  often  ex- 
pressed this  opinion ;  and  I  shall  never  preach 
one  doctrine  of  political  faith,  and  practise 
another. 

I  know  that  some  of  my  most  valued  friends 
in  Pennsylvania  who  hold  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion to  be  sacred,  are  of  opinion,  that,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case^.  I  ought 
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to  disobey  these  instructions.  But  do  they  not 
perceive  that  if  the  Senator  can  look  behind  his 
instructions,  the  right  is  at  once  abandoned  ? 
Under  the  pretext,  or,  if  you  please,  under  the 
honest  belief,  that  they  do  not  speak  the  voice 
of  the  people,  or  that  they  have  been  corruptly 
or  improperly  obtained,  a  Senator  could  always 
justify  himself  to  himself  for  disobedience.  I 
shall,  therefore,  not  disobey  my  instructions. 
My  only  alternative,  then,  is  either  to  obey  or 
to  resign. 

Upon  questions  of  mere  expediency,  in  which 
no  constitutional  principles  are  involved,  it 
ought  to  be  a  very  strong  case  to  induce  the 
Senator  to  abandon  his  post.  If  every  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Senator  and  his 
Legislature  should  produce  this  effect,  the  right 
of  instruction  itself  would  soon  grow  into  dis- 
repute, and  the  Senatorial  term  of  six  years,  as 
fixed  by  the  constitution,  would  terminate 
whenever  such  a  conflict  of  opinion  should 
arise. 

I  can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  in  which,  on 
questions  of  mere  expediency,  an  honorable 
man  might  feel  himself  disgraced  in  even  be- 
coming the  agent  to  give  the  vote  of  his  State. 
No  person,  of  any  party  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  considers  the  present  to  be  such  a 
case  ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  own  opinion 
upon  this  subject  by  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Geundt.)  I  shall,  there- 
fore, obey  my  instructions  honestly  and  in  good 
faith ;  and,  like  him,  on  every  question  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  shall  give  such  a  vote  as  a, 
fair  and  honorable  opponent  of  the  bUl  ought, 
in  my  judgment,  to  give. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown 
to  the  world  that  they  justly  appreciate  the 
merits  of  the  statesman  whom  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  by  declaring  "  their  fuU  con- 
fidence in  MAETiif  Van  Bueen."  Such  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  superior  merit  might  be 
considered  as  the  incense  of  flattery,  had  it 
been  offered  by  his  political  friends.  The  re- 
verse is  the  case  upon  the  present  occasion. 
The  resolution  containing  this  expression  of 
confidence,  on  its  final  passage,  received  the 
vote  of  every  Opposition  member  of  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  and,  1  am  informed,  of  the 
Senate,  whether  Whig  or  Antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Eitner,  Governor.  Thus, 
even  his  very  enemies  are  made  to  praise  him. 

A  compliment  equally  well  deserved  is  paid 
by  the  resolution  to  the  Democratic  portion  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Congress. 
I  heartily  commend  the  Legislature  fo  rexpress- 
ing  fidl  confidence  in  their  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence. A  more  firm,  faithful,  intelligent,  and 
patriotic  set  of  men  has  never  represented 
Pennsylvania. 

"We  are  also  instructed,  in  the  conclusion  of 
the  resolution,  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode  of 
receiving,  keei^ing,  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  from  the  Government,"     Now  it  is 


our  duty,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  and  render 
consistent  the  first  with  the  last  clause  of  the 
instruction,  and  to  give  to  each  of  them  its 
proper  weight.  My  conception  of  their  mean- 
ing, when  thus  fairly  construed,  is,  that  whilst 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  of  the 
banks  from  the  Government  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  or  by  any  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  yet  we 
are  equally  instructed  to  support  any  other  and 
different  "  mode  of  receiving,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  moneys,  which  will  sepa- 
rate, as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  the 
Government."  In  short,  the  Legislature  are 
friendly  to  such  a  separation ;  but  they  are 
opposed  to  its  accomplishment  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
"Whether  any  other  practicable  mode  of  effect- 
ing this  separation  can  be  devised,  I  shall  not  at 
present  pretend  to  say. 

Mr.  BuonANAN  presented  the  resolutions,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  first  conven- 
ient opportunity,  after  consulting  his  colleague, 
move,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  reported  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  "Walkee  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Teottee,  Senator  elect  from 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Teottee  was  then  duly  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

Independent  Treasury. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Eentuoky,  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  after  some  preliminary  observations, 
went  on  to  say :  '  ' 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  this  new  project 
as  it  is,  according  to  its  true  nature  and  char- 
acter, and  what  it  must  inevitably  become.  I 
have  not  examined  it  as  it  is  not,  but  as  its 
friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  They  hold 
out  the  idea  that  it  is  a  simple  contrivance  to 
collect,  to  keep,  and  to  disbrase,  the  public  rev- 
enue. In  that  view  of  it,  every  consideration 
of  safety  and  security  recommends  the  agency 
of  responsible  corporations,  rather  than  the 
employment  of  particular  individuals.  It  has 
been  shown,  during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  amount  which  has  been  lost  by  the 
defalcation  of  individuals  has  exceeded  three 
or  four  times  the  amount  of  all  that  has  been 
lost  by  the  local  banks,  although  the  sums  con- 
fided to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 
probably  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount  that  has 
been  in  the  custody  of  the  local  banks.  And 
we  all  know  that,  during  the  forty  years  of  the 
existence  of  the  two  Banks  of  the  United  States, 
not  one  cent  was  lost  of  the  i)ublic  revenue. 

"Who,  Mr.  President,  are  the  most  conspicuous 
of  those  who  perseveringly  pressed  this  bill 
upon  Congress  and  the  American  people  2  Its 
drawer  is  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  the 
white  house  not  far  off;  its  endorser  is  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  here 
present.  "What  the  drawer  thinks  of  tlie  en- 
dorser, his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  enmity 
prevent  us  from  knowing.     But  the  frankness 
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of  the  endorser  has  not  left  ns  in  the  same  ig- 
norance with  respect  to  his  opinion  of  the 
drawer.  He  has  often  expressed  it  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  On  an  occasion  not  very 
distant,  denying  to  him  any  of  the  nohler  qual- 
ities of  the  royal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  attrib- 
uted to  him  those  which  belong  to  the  most 
crafty,  most  skulking,  and  one  of  the  meanest 
of  the  quadruped  tribe.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
due  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  do  not  altogether 
share  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  this  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  always  found  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  courteous,  and  gen- 
tlemanly ;  and  he  dispenses,  in  the  noble  man- 
sion which  he  now  occupies,  one  worthy  the 
residence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great 
people,  a  generous  and  liberal  hospitality.  An 
acquaintance  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
years'  duration  has  inspired  me  with  a  respect 
for  the  man,  although,  I  regret  to  be  compelled 
to  say,  I  detest  the  magistrate. 

The  eloquent  Senator  from  South'  Carolina 
has  intimated  the  course  of  my  friends  and  my- 
self, in  opposing  this  bill,  was  unpatriotic,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  followed  in  his  lead ; 
and,  in  a  late  letter  of  his,  he  has  spoken  of  his 
alliance  withus,  and  of  his  motives  for  quitting 
it.  I  cannot  admit  the  justice  of  his  reproach. 
We  united,  if,  indeed,  there  were  any  alliance 
in  the  case,  to  restrain  the  enormous  expansion 
of  Executive  power ;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
corruption ;  to  rebuke  usurpation ;  and  to  drive 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  from  the  capital ;  to 
expel  Brennus  and  his  horde  from  Eome,  who, 
when  he  threw  his  sword  into  the  scale,  to  aug- 
ment the  ransom  demanded  from  the  Mistress 
of  the  world,  showed  his  preference  for  gold ; 
that  he  was  a  hard-money  chieftain.  It  was 
by  the  much  more  valuable  metal  of  iron  that 
he  was  driven  from  her  gates.  And  how  often 
have  we  witnessed  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, with  woeful  countenance,  and  in  doleful 
strains,  pouring  forth  touching  and  mournful 
eloquence  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and 
the  downward  tendency  of  the  Eepublic  ?  Day 
after  day,  in  the  Senate,  have  we  seen  the  dis- 
plays of  his  lofty  and  impassioned  eloquence. 
Although  I  shared  largely  with  the  Senator  in 
his  apprehension  for  the  purity  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  permanency  of  civil  liberty,  dis- 
posed always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  of 
human  affairs,  I  was  sometimes  inclined  to  hope 
that  the  vivid  imagination  of  the  Senator  had 
depicted  the  dangers  by  which  we  were  encom- 
passed in  somewhat  stronger  colors  than  they 
justified.  The  arduous  Contest  in  which  we 
were  so  long  engaged  was  about  to  terminate 
in  a  glorious  victory.  The  very  object  for 
which  the  alliance  was  formed  was  about  to  be 
accomplished.  At  this  critical  moment  the  Sen- 
ator left  us ;  he  left  us  for  the  very  purpose  of 
preventing  the  success  of  the  common  cause. 
He  took  up  his  musket,  knapsack,  and  shot- 
pouch,  and  joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
horse,  foot,  and  dragoon,  and  he  himself  com- 


posed the  whole  corps.  He  went,  as  his  pres- 
ent most  distinguished  ally  commenced  with 
his  expunging  resolution,  solitary  mid  alone. 
The  earliest  instance  recorded  in  history,  within 
my  recollection,  of  an  ally  drawing  off  his  forces 
from  the  combined  army,  was  that  of  Achilles 
at  the  siege  of  Troy.  He  withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in 
sullen  and  dignified  inactivity.  But  he  did  not' 
join  the  Trojan  forces ;  and  when,  during  the 
progress  of  the  siege,  his  faithful  friend  fell  in 
battle,  he  raised  his  avenging  arm,  drove  the 
Trojans  back  into  the  gates  of  Troy,  and  satiated 
his  vengeance  by  slaying  Priam's  noblest  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  hero  in  the  immortal 
Hiad.  But  Achilles  had  been  wronged,  or 
imagihed  himself  wronged,  in  the  person 
of  the  fair  and  beautiful  Briseis.  We  did  no 
wrong  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  On  the  contrary,  we  respected 
him,  confided  in  his  great  and  acknowledged 
ability,  his  uncommon  genius,  his  extensive  ex- 
perience, his  supposed  patriotism ;  above  all, 
we  confided  in  his  stern  and  inflexible  fidelity. 
Nevertheless,  he  left  us,  and  joined  our  com- 
mon opponents,  distrusting  and  distrusted.  He 
left  us,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  Edgefield  letter,  be- 
cause the  victory  which  our  common  arms  were 
about  to  achieve,  was  not  to  enure  to  him  and 
his  party,  but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  his 
allies  and  their  cause.  I  thought  that,  actuated 
by  patriotism,  (that  noblest  of  human  virtues,) 
we  had  been  contending  together  for  our  com- 
mon country,  for  her  violated  rights,  her  threat- 
ened liberties,  her  prostrate  constitution.  Never 
did  I  suppose  that  personal  or  party  considera- 
tions entered  into  our  views.  Whether,  if  vic- 
tory shall  ever  again  be  about  to  perch  upon 
the  standard  of  the  spoils  party,  (the  denomina- 
tion which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  so  often  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will 
not  feel  himself  constrained,  by  the  principles 
on  which  he  has  acted,  to  leave  them,  because  it 
may  not  enure  to  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his 
party,  I  leave  to  be  adjusted  between  themselves. 
The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  plausible,  ingenious,  abstract,  meta- 
physical, and  generalizing.  It  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the  bosoms  and  business 
of  human  life.  It  was  aerial,  and  not  very  high 
up  in  the  air,  Mr.  President,  either ;  not  quite 
as  high  as  Mr.  Clayton  was  in  his  last  ascension 
in  his  balloon.  The  Senator  announced  that 
there  was  a  single  alternative,  and  no  escape 
from  one  or  the  other  branch  of  it.  He  stated 
that  we  must  take  the  bill  under  consideration, 
or  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  statement  of 
the  case.  There  is  anotlier  course  embraced  in 
neither  branch  of  the  Senator's  alternative  ;  and 
that  course  is  to  do  nothing :  always  the  wisest 
when  you  are  not  certain  what  you  ought  to 
do.  Let  us  suppose  that  neither  branch  of  the 
alternative  is  accepted,  and  that  nothing  is 
done :  what,  then,  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
There  would  be  a  restoration  of  the  law  of 
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1789,  with  all  its  cautious  provisions  and  securi- 
ties, provided  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors, 
which  has  been  so  trampled  upon  by  the  late 
and  present  Administrations.  By  that  law, 
establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
treasuris  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  received, 
kept,  and  disbursed  by  the  Treasurer,  under  a 
bond  with  ample  security,  under  a  large  penalty 
fixed  by  law,  and  not  left,  as  this  bill  leaves  it, 
to  the  uncertain  discretion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  If,  therefore,  we  were  to  do  nothing, 
that  law  would  be  revived ;  the  Treasurer 
w^ould  have  the  custody,  as  he  ought  to  have, 
of  the  public  money,  and  doubtless  he  would 
make  special  deposits  of  it  in  all  instances  with 
safe  and  sound  State  banks,  as  in  some  cases 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now  obliged  to 
do.  Thus,  we  should  liave  in  operation  that 
very  special  deposit  system,  so  much  desired  by 
some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  public  money 
would  remain  separated  and  unmixed  with  the 
money  of  banks.  There  is  yet  anotlier  course, 
unembraced  by  either  branch  of  the  alternative 
presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina ; 
and  that  is  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  constituted  according  to  the  old  and  ap- 
proved method  of  forming  such  an  institution, 
tested  and  sanctioned  by  experience ;  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States  which  should  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public 
and  private  control,  united  together  in  such 
manner  as  to  present  safe  and  salutary  checks 
against  all  abuses.  The  Senator  mistakes  his 
own  abandonment  of  that  institution  as  ours. 
I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  barricaded 
itself  against  the  establishment  of  such  a  bank. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  session,  the  extra- 
ordinary and  unprecedented  resolution,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  should  not  have 
such  a  bank,  although  it  might  be  manifest  that 
there  was  a  clear  majority  of  them  demanding 
it.  But  the  day  may  come,  and  I  trust  is  not 
distant,  when  the  will  of  the  people  must  pre- 
vail in  the  councils  of  their  own  Government ; 
and  when  it  does  arrive,  a  bank  will  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  reminds  us 
that  we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system ;  and 
so  we  did,  and  so  we  do.  But  does  it  therefore 
follow  that,  bad  as  that  system  was,  we  must 
be  driven  into  the  acceptance  of  a  system  infi- 
nitely worse  ?  He  tells  us  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  takes  the  public  funds  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive,  and  places  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  law.  It  does  no  such  thing.  They 
are  now  without  law,  it  is  true,  in  the  custody 
of  the  Executive ;  and  the  bill  proposes  by  law 
to  confirm  them  in  that  custody,  and  to  convey 
new  and  enormous  powers  of  control  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  them.  Every  custodary  of  the 
public  funds  provided  by  the  bill  is  a  creature 
of  the  Executive,  dependent  upon  his  breath, 
and  subject  to  the  same  breath  for  removal, 
whenever  the  Executive,  from  caprice,  from 
tyranny,  or  from  party  motives,  shall  choose  to 
order  it.    What  safety  is  there  for  the  public 


money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  subordinate 
executive  officers  charged  with  its  care,  whilst 
the  doctrine  of  the  absolute  unity  of  the  whole 
Executive  power,  promulgated  by  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, and  persisted  in  by  this,  remains 
unrevoked,  and  unrebuked. 

Whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  pro- 
fesses to  be  the  friend  of  State  banks,  he  has 
attacked  the  whole  banking  system  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  their  friend ;  he  only 
thinks  they  are  all  unconstitutional !  Why  ? 
Because  the  coining  power  is  possessed  by  the 
General  Government,  and  that  coining  power, 
he  argues,  was  intended  to  supply  a  currency 
of  the  precious  metals ;  but  the  State  banks 
absorb  the  precious  metals,  and  withdraw  them 
from  circulation,  and,  therefore,  are  in  conflict 
with  the  coining  power.  That  power,  accord- 
ing to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  naked 
authority  to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  in  fixed  proportions  of  alloy  and 
pure  metal,  prescribed  by  law,  so  that  their 
exact  value  may  be  known.  When  that  oflBce 
is  performed,  the  power  is  Junctus  officio;  the 
money  passes  out  of  the  Mint,  and  becomes  the 
lawful  property  of  those  who  legally  acquire  it. 
They  may  do  with  it  as  they  please,  tlirow  it 
into  the  ocean,  bury  it  in  the  earth,  or  melt  it 
in  a  crucible,  without  violating  any  law.  When 
it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  the  mint,  the  law- 
maker has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debase  or  coun- 
terfeit, and,  subsequently,  to  pass  it  as  lawful 
money.  In  the  sense  in  which  the  Senator  sup- 
poses banks  to  conflict  with  the  coining  power, 
foreign  commerce,  and  especially  our  commerce 
with  China,  conflicts  with  it  much  more  exten- 
sively. That  is  the  great  absorbent  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  and  is,  therefore,  much  more  un- 
constitutional than  the  State  banks.  Foreign 
commerce  sends  them  out  of  the  country ;  banks 
retain  them  within  it.  The  distinguished  Sen- 
ator is  no  enemy  to  the  banks ;  he  merely  thinks 
them  injurious  to  the  morals  and  industry  of 
the  country.  He  likes  them  very  well,  but  he 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a  tax  of 
twenty-five  millions  annually  on  the  industry 
of  the  country !  Let  us  examine,  Mr.  President, 
how  this  enormous  and  iniquitous  assessment 
is  made,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  He  states  that  there 
is  a  mass  of  debt  due  from  the  community  to 
the  banks,  amounting  to  $475,000,000,  the  in- 
terest upon  which,  constituting  about  that  sum 
of  $25,000,000,  forms  the  exceptionable  tax. 
Now,  this  sum  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  com- 
munity, but  only  by  those  individuals  who  ob- 
tain discounts  from  the  banks.  They  borrow 
money  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  invest  it  in 
profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it. 
They  would  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  not  sup- 
pose they  could  make  profit  by  it ;  and  the 
probability  is  that  they  do  make  profit  by  it. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  there  being  any  loss  in 
the  operation,  there  is  an  actual  gain  to  the 
community,  by  the  excess  of  profit  made  be- 
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yond  six  per  cent,  interest,  which  they  pay. 
What  are  banks?  They  are  mere  organized 
agencies  for  the  loan  of  money  and  the  transac- 
tion of  monetary  business ;  regulated  agencies 
acting  under  the  prescriptions  of  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  responsibility,  moral  and  legal,  far 
transcending  that  under  which  any  private  cap- 
italist operates.  A  number  of  persons  not  choos- 
ing to  lend  out  their  money  privately,  associate 
together,  bring  their  respective  capitals  into  a 
common  stock,  which  is  controlled  and  man- 
aged by  the  corporate  government  of  a  bank. 
If  no  association  whatever  had  been  formed,  a 
large  portion  of  this  capital,  a  large  portion, 
therefore,  of  that  very  debt  of  $475,000,000, 
would  still  exist,  in  the  shape  of  private  loans. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  might  as  well 
coUeot  the.  aggregate  amount  of  all  the  mort- 
gages, bonds,  and  notes  which  have  been  ex- 
ecuted in  the  United  States  for  loans,  and  assert 
that  the  interest  paid  upon  the  total  sum  con- 
stituted a  tax  levied  upon  the  community. 

In  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
banks  from  the  community,  and  from  the  banks 
to  the  community,  there  would  not  be  as  much 
difficulty  as  the  Senator  seems  to  apprehend. 
From  the  mass  of  debts  due  to  the  banks  are  to 
be  deducted,  first,  the  amount  of  subscriptions 
which  constitute  their  capitals ;  secondly,  the 
amount  of  deposits  to  the  credit  of  individuals 
in  their  custody ;  and,  thirdly,  the  amount  of 
their  notes  in  circulation.  How  easOy  will 
these  mutual  debts  neutralize  each  other !  The 
same  person,  in  numberless  instances,  will  com- 
bine in  himself  the  relations  both  of  creditor 
and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond 
their  discounts  and  deposits,  which  pervades 
the  whole  community,  is  that  of  furnishing  a 
circulation  in  redeemable  paper,  beyond  the 
amount  of  specie  to  redeem  it  in  their  vaults. 
And  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  additional  sup- 
ply of  money  furnishes  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
industry  and  production,  fully  compensating 
any  casual  inconveniences,  which  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  occur  ?  Banks  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest,  and  repress  inordinate  usury.  The 
salutary  influence  of  banking  operations  is  de- 
monstrated in  countries  and  sections  of  country 
where  they  prevail,  when  contrasted  with  those 
in  which  they  are  not  found.  In  the  former, 
all  is  bustle,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  beautified  and  adorned  by  the  noble 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  the  cities  are 
filled  with  splendid  edifices,  and  the  wharves 
covered  with  the  rich  productions  of  our  own 
or  of  foreign  climates.  In  the  latter,  all  is  slug- 
gishness, slothfulness,  and  inactivity.  England, 
in  modern  time,  illustrates  the  great  advantages 
of  banks,  of  credit,  and  of  stimulated  industry. 
Contrast  her  with  Spain,  destitute  of  all  those 
advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  full  and  active  employment 
of  all  the  energies  of  man,  carried  to  the  high- 
est point  of  civilization,  while  her  neighbor, 


Sparta,  with  her  iron  money,  affords  another 
of  the  boasted  benefits  of  metallic  circulation. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  do 
the  banks  no  harm  ;  but  they  are  deemed  by 
him  highly  injurious  to  the  planting  interest! 
According  to  him,  they  inflate  prices,  and  the 
poor  planter  sells  his  productions  for  hard 
money,  and  has  to  purchase  his  supplies  at  the 
swollen  prices  produced  by  a  paper  medium. 
Now,  I  must  dissent  altogether  from  the  Sena- 
tor's statement  of  the  case.  England,  the  prin- 
cipal customer  of  the  planter,  is  quite  as  much, 
if  not  more,  a  paper  country  than  ours.  And 
the  paper-money  prices  of  the  one  country  are 
neutralized  by  the  paper-money  prices  of  the 
other  country.  If  the  argument  were  true, 
that  a  paper-money  country  trades  disadvan- 
tageously  with  a  hard-money  country,  we  ought 
to  continue  to  employ  a  paper  medium,  to 
counterbalance  the  paper  medium  of  England. 
And  if  we  were  to  banish  our  paper,  and  sub- 
stitute altogether  a  metallic  currency,  we  should 
be  exposed  to  the  very  inequality  which  has 
been  insisted  upon.  But  there  is  nothing  in 
that  view  of  the  matter  which  is  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  If,  as  he 
asserts,  prices  were  always  inflated  in  this 
country  beyond  their  standard  in  England,  the 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  constantly  against 
us.  An  examination,  however,  into  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  between  the  two  countries, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  evinces  that  it  has 
generally  been  in  our  favor.  In  the  direct  trade 
between  England  and  this  country,  I  have  no 
doubt  there  is  a  large  annual  balance  against 
us ;  but  that  balance  is  adjusted  and  liquidated 
by  balances  in  our  favor  in  other  branches  of 
our  foreign  trade,  which  have  finally  concen- 
trated in  England,  as  the  great  centre  of  the 
commercial"  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branches  of  industry 
in  this  country,  none  has  profited  more  by  the 
use  and  employment  of  credit  and  capital 
derived  from  banks  and  other  sources,  than  the 
planting  interest.  It  habitually  employs  credit 
in  all  countries  where  planting  agriculture  pre- 
vails. The  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Louisiana,  have  almost  sprung  into 
existence,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  or,  at  least, 
have  been  vastly  improved  and  extended  under 
the  influence  of  the  credit  system.  Lands, 
slaves,  utensils,  beasts  of  burden,  and  other 
supplies,  have  been  constantly  bought,  and  still 
continue  to  be  purchased,  upon  credit ;  and 
bank  agency  is  all-essential  to  give  the  most 
beneficial  operation  to  these  credits.  But  tlie 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
which  I  am  combating,  would  not  be  correct, 
if  it  were  true  that  we  have  inflated  prices  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  without  a  correspond- 
ing inflation  of  price  on  the  other  side ;  because 
the  planter  generally  selling  at  home,  and  buy- 
ing at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale,  whatever 
they  may  be,  constitute  the  means  by  which 
he  eflects  his  purchases,  and  consequently  neu- 
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tralize  eaoli  other.  In  what  do  we  of  the 
"West  receive  payment  foi;  the  immense  quantity 
of  live  stock  and  other  produce  of  our  industry, 
■which  we  annually  sell  to  the  South  and  South- 
west, but  that  paper  medium  now  so  much  de- 
cried and  denounced  ?  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  very  fond  of  the  State  hanks ;  but 
he  thinks  there  is  no  legitimate  currency  except 
that  of  the  constitution.  He  contends  that  the 
power  which  the  Government  possesses  to  im- 
pose taxes  restricts  it,  in  their  payment,  to  the 
receipt  of  the  precious  metals.  But  the  consti- 
tution does  not  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in 
broad  and  unrestricted  terms :  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  left  at  liberty  to  collect  the  taxes  in 
whatever  medium  or  commodity,  from  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  it  can  collect  them.  It  is, 
doubtless,  much  the  most  convenient  to  collect 
them  in  money,  because  that  represents,  or  can 
command,  every  thing,  the  want  of  which  is 
implied  by  the  power  of  taxation.  But  sup- 
pose there  was  no  money  in  the  country,  none 
whatever,  to  be  extorted  by  the  tax-gatherers 
from  an  impoverished  people :  is  the  power  of 
Government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
thrown  back  into  a  state  of  nature  ?  The  Sen- 
ator asks  if  taxes  could  be  levied  and  collected 
in  tobacco,  in  cotton,  and  other  commodities  ? 
Undoubtedly  they  could,  if  the  necessity  exist- 
ed for  such  an  inconvenient  imposition.  Such 
a  case  of  necessity  did  exist  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  the  Eevo- 
lution,  and  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in 
tobacco  or  other  commodities,  as  wolf-soalps, 
even  at  this  day,  compose  a  part  of  the  revenue 
of  more  than  one  State. 

The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  against 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  receive  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  practice 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  the  Government, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is  not 
accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  notes, 
when  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  holder  into 
specie,  are  so  much  counted  or  told  specie,  like 
the  specie  which  is  counted  and  put  in  marked 
kegs,  denoting  the  quantity  of  their  contents. 
The  Senator  tells  us  that  it  has  been  only  with- 
in a  few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that  it  is 
illegal  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
public  dues.  Does  he  think  that  the  usage  of 
the  Government  under  all  its  administrations, 
and  with  every  party  in  power,  which  has  pre- 
vailed for  nigh  fifty  years,  ought  to  be  set  aside 
by  a  novel  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed  into 
existence,  even  if  it  possesses  the  merit  of  in- 
genuity ?  The  bill  under  consideration,  which 
has  been  eulogized  by  the  Senator  as  perfect  in 
its  structure  and  details,  contains  a  provision 
that  bank  notes  shall  be  received  in  diminished 
proportions,  during  a  term  of  six  years.  He 
himself  introduced  that  identical  principle.  It 
is  the  only  part  of  the  bill  that  is  emphatically 
his.  How,  then,  can  he  contend  that  it  is  un- 
constitutional to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  public  dues  ?  I  appeal  from  himself  to  him- 
self.   The  Senator  further  contends,  that  gen- 


eral deposits  cannot  be  made  with  banks,  and 
be  thus  confounded  with  the  general  mass  of 
the  funds  on  which  they  transact  business. 
The  argument  supposes  that  the  money  col- 
lected for  taxes  must  be  preserved  in  identity ; 
but  that  is  impossible,  often,  to  do.  May  not  a 
collector  give  the  small  change  which  he  has 
received  from  one  tax-payer  to  another  tax- 
payer, to  enable  him  to  effect  his  payment? 
May  he  not  change  gold  for  silver,  or  vice  -versa, 
or  both,  if  he  be  a  distant  collector,  to  obtain 
an  undoubted  remittance  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury ?  What,  Mr.  President,  is  the  process  of 
making  deposits  with  banks  ?  The  deposit  is 
made,  and  a  credit  is  entered  for  its  amount  to 
the  Government.  That  credit  is  supposed  to 
be  the  exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  deposit- 
ed, ready  and  forthcoming  to  the  Government 
whenever  it  is  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
bursement. It  is  immaterial  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  it  receives  back  again  the  identical 
money  put  in,  or  other  money  of  equal  value. 
AU  that  it  wants  is  what  it  put  in  the  bank,  or 
its  equivalent ;  and  that,  in  ordinary  times,  with 
such  prudent  banks  as  alone  ought  to  be  select- 
ed, it  is  sure  of  getting.  Again :  the  Treasury 
has  frequently  to  make  remittances  to  foreign 
countries,  to  meet  the  expenditure  necessary 
there  for  our  naval  squadrons,  and  other  pur- 
poses. They  are  made  to  the  bankers,  to  the 
Barings  or  the  Eothschilds,  in  the  form  of  biUs 
of  exchange  purchased  in  the  market  by  the 
agents  of  the  Government  here,  with  money 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury.  Here  is  one  con- 
version of  the  money  received  from  the  tax- 
gatherer  into  the  Treasury.  The  biUs  are 
transmitted  to  the  bankers,  honored,  paid,  and 
the  amount  credited  by  them  to  the  United 
States.  Are  the  bankers  bound  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  the  bills  in  identity?  Are  they 
bound  to  do  more  than  credit  the  Government 
for  an  equal  amount,  for  which  they  stand 
responsible  whenever  it  is  wanted?  If  they 
should  happen  to  use  any  portion  of  those  very 
proceeds  of  bills  remitted  to  them  in  their 
banking  operations,  would  it  be  drawing  money 
from  the  Treasury,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  ? 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESEN'TATIVES. 

•"Wednesday,  February  21. 

Neutral  Selations. 

The  House  took  up  the  "  Act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein 
mentioned.' " 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  pending  was  the  substitute 
for  part  of  the  first  and  the  whole  of  the  second 
sections  of  the  biU  submitted  by  Mr.  Pattobt. 

Mr.  HowAED  stated  that  the  principles  on 
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which  this  bill  was  based,  had  been  the  uni- 
form principles  of  this  Government  ever  since 
its  formation,  ^t  had  always  been  the  policy 
of  this  Government  to  remain  at  peace  with  all 
nations,  and  to  enforce  its  neutrality  whenever 
it  became  necessary  to  do  so.  This  principle 
was  adopted  in  the  act  of  1794,  which  he  wished 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind.  At  that  time  this 
country  began  to  feel  the  situation  in  which  it 
was  placed,  by  being  called  upon  by  a  foreign 
power  to  enforce  its  neutrality.  Congress  then 
passed  a  law  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostility  against  any 
Government  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace. 
This  bill  vested  power  in  the  President  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  this  law.  This  bill,  then,  only  pro- 
vided for  the  prevention  of  the  fitjing  out  of 
naval  expeditions,  and  the  enlisting  of  soldiers 
within  our  territory,  to  carry  on  war  against  a 
nation  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace.  Af- 
terwards, when  a  war  broke  out  between  France 
and  England,  it  became  necessary  to  make  fur- 
ther provision  to  preserve  our  neutrality  in  con- 
sequence of  the  change  of  circumstances.  It 
then  became  necessary  to  prevent  the  fitting 
out  of  privateers  in  our  waters ;  and  in  addition 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1794,  it  became 
necessary  to  vest  in  the  President  power  to  au- 
thorize the  collectors  to  seize  upon  vessels  fit- 
ting out  in  our  waters.  Now,  the  face  of  things 
has  again  changed,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
for  us  to  make  further  changes  in  our  legisla- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of 
our  collectors  on  the  frontier,  it  became  neces- 
sary that  the  President  should  call  to  his  aid 
other  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  our 
neutrality.  It  became  necessary  for  us  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civU  power  to  co-operate  with 
the  military  power  in  preserving  our  neutrality, 
as  that  duty  is  now  conferred  almost  exclusively 
on  the  military  power.  This  he  considered  to 
be  improper,  and  hoped  gentlemen  were  not 
disposed  to  keep  up  such  exhibitions  as  we  have 
had  for  the  last  few  weeks.  He  hoped  we  were 
not  to  have  a  body  of  armed  men  marching  to 
and  fro,  arresting  and  disarming  persons  who 
might  be  about  to  violate  our  neutrality,  when 
that  duty  could  be  as  well  and  better  performed 
by  the  civil  authority.  We  have  recently  seen 
a  part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  engaged 
in  marching  several  hundred  miles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  and  disarming  some  two  or 
three  hundred  persons,  who  had  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  Canada.  This  was  a 
spectacle  which  he  did  not  desire  to  see  kept 
up,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  make  such 
provision  speedily  as  would  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  military  operations.  The  civil 
authority,  he  maintained,  ought  first  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  when  it  failed,  there  would  be  time 
enough  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  power. 
The  civil  power,  iowever,  he  believed  would 
be  amply  sufiScient  to  preserve  our  neutral  rela- 
tions with  Canada.  I 


Mr.  Meeoee  contended  that  the  power  under 
the  laws  of  1794  and  1818,  was  ample  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  all  the  expeditions  which 
might  be  undertaken  against  Canada.  The  de- 
fect was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law.  It  was  with  infinite  surprise 
that  he  had  seen  the  President  of  the  United 
States  call  upon  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
issue  his  proclamation  to  enforce  a  law,  when 
the  Executive  should  have  issued  his  own  proc- 
lamation, as  it  was  a  law  of  the  United  States 
which  was  to  be  enforced. 

Mr.  HoLSEY  considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  Government  to  preserve  its  neutrality  tow- 
ards all  nations  with  which  it  might  be  at 
peace,  and  he  contended,  that  there  was  no 
way  of  doing  this  but  by  the  Government  pre- 
venting its  citizens  from  interfering  in  the  affairs 
of  foreign  Governments. 

This  principle  had  been  held  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundation,  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  if  they  were  prepared  now  to  pursue 
a  different  course  of  policy?  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Madison,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Pinckney,  our  min- 
ister at  that  time  in  Spain,  in  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison took  the  ground  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  Government  not  only  to  restrain  its  own 
citizens  from  fitting  out  expeditions  against  for- 
eign Governments,  with  which  that  Govern- 
ment might  be  at  peace,  but  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  Government  to  restrain  foreigners 
within  their  borders  from  interfering  or  med- 
dling with  the  affairs  of  other  Governments. 

Mr.  Adams  denied  that  any  haste  was  neces- 
sary, for  this  was  not  a  case  of  the  tomahawk 
and  soalping-knife  character.  Mr.  A.  went  on 
to  argue  against  the  original,  though  he  be^ 
lieved  he  should  vote  for  the  modified  substi- 
tute to  the  first  section  submitted  by  Mr. 
LooMis,  and  that  of  Mr.  Patton. 


TauESDAT,  February  22. 
Neutral  Helations. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Loomis,  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ToTJOET  said  it  had  been  objected  that 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  came  into  conflict  with  this  bill 
as  to  the  right  of  seizure.  He  apprehended, 
however,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  this 
objection,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  fourth  article 
applied  merely  to  general  search  warrants,  and 
had  no  application  to  the  kind  of  seizures  re- 
ferred to  in  this  bill.  He  supposed  the  case  of 
an  embargo  law  being  passed,  would  any  one 
doubt  that  the  oflicers  of  the  Government  would 
have  a  right  to  seize  vessels  about  to  violate 
that  law  ?  Again  :  in  the  case  of  goods  about 
to  be  smuggled,  would  there  be  any  doubt  of 
the  right  of  Government  ofiicers  to  seize  the 
goods?  This  was  his  idea  in  relation  to  this 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
on  this  subject. 
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The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  the  right  of  the  people  to  bear 
arms  shall  remain  inviolate.  Then  how  does 
this  amendment  apply  to  the  case?  and  how 
are  the  people  to  be  secured  in  their  right  to 
bear  arms,  if  this  amendment  passed.  Why,  if 
this  amendment  was  adopted,  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  might  be  found  with  arms 
or  munitions  of  war  in  his  possession,  and  he 
expressed  an  intention  of  using  them  in  carry- 
ing on  hostilities  in  a  conterminous  country,  ho 
is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  by  your  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  fine  and  imprisonment.  Not  only  this, 
but  if  he  has  any  wagon,  vessel,  or  vehicle  of 
any  description,  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  use 
those  vehicles  in  carrying  on  any  war  in  a  con- 
terminous territory,  they  are  liable  to  seizure, 
and  the  person  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $3,000,  and 
imprisonment  for  three  years. 

These  were  the  principles  of  this  amendment, 
and  these  were  principles  which  he  entirely 
detested  and  abhorred,  and  he  protested  against 
this  kind  of  legislation.  Further  than  this,  the 
amendment  under  consideration  would  apply 
in  a  most  odious  manner  to  persons  emigrating 
from  this  country  to  a  country  conterminous 
with  our  country.  If  a  citizen  of  this  country 
should  attempt  to  pass  from  this  country  to 
Mexico  or  Texas,  and  hostility  should  be  going 
on  there,  he  might  have  his  property  seized, 
and  himself  fined  and  imprisoned  under  the  pro- 
visions of  tjiis  section,  as  it  was  proposed  now 
to  amend  it.  Further  than  this,  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  who  might 
have  arms  or  ammunition  in  his  possession,  and 
might  express  an  intention  of  using  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  in  a  conterminous 
'country,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
provided  in  this  section. 

Again :  if  Mexico  should  invade  Texas,  and 
a  citizen  of  Texas  in  this  country  should  at- 
tempt to  go  home  to  his  own  country  to  defend 
his  own  soil,  he  would  be  subject  to  the  penal- 
ties of  this  bill,  and  thrown  into  jaO.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  Texas  should  invade  Mexico,  and 
any  citizen  from  Mexico  should  attempt  to  go 
from  this  country  to  defend  his  country,  he 
would  be  held  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 
Again :  if  any  Canadian  or  any  subject  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  who  might  be  in  this 
country,  should  attempt  to  go  home  while  hos- 
tilities were  going  on  there,  he  would  be  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  here  imposed.  He  con- 
tended, if  this  bill  was  passed,  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  amend  it,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  its  provisions,  that  it  would  involve 
us  in  interminable  diflSculties. 

The  act  of  1818,  in  his  opinion,  went  far 
enough,  and  as  far  as  any  act  ought  to  go,  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  go  beyond  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  that  law,  and  the  principles 
under  which  we  had  acted,  without  being  in- 
volved in  difficulties,  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  bill  of  the  Senate  was  drawn  up  with  an 
eye  to  these  principles,  and  so  far  as  it  went, 
he  was  willing  to  go,  but  no  further. 


Mr.  Underwood  opposed  both  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  and  the  original  bill,  as»a  measure  en- 
tirely improper  to  be  adopted  by  this  country. 
By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  expected  that, 
in  case  of  difiioulties  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  citizens  of  the  West  might  be  pro- 
hibited from  trading  in  horses  and  mules,  as 
well  as  arms  and  ammunition,  with  the  people 
of  Texas  or  Mexico.  It  might  also  prevent 
emigration  from  the  South  and  West  to  those 
countries,  or  it  may  prevent  emigration  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada.  Suppose  a  party 
of  a  hundred  families  going  from  the  West  to 
Texas,  of  course  they  would  take  their  rifles 
and  ammunition  with  them.  Then,  if  your 
United  States  olBcer  met  them,  and  asked  them 
what  use  they  were  going  to  make  of  the  arms 
they  were  taking  with  them,  and  they  said  they 
would  use  them  to  carry  on  a  war  with  Mexico, 
in  case  their  rights  were  invaded,  they  would 
be  subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  this 
bill. 

It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bill  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  and  he  hoped 
every  gentleman  who  was  in  favor  of  a  free 
trade  upon  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  laws 
of  nations,  would  oppose  it.  He  maintained 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  any 
country  that  had  a  war  raging  within  her  bor- 
ders ;  and  he  maintained  further,  that  if  there 
were  two  hostile  armies  at  the  present  time  in 
Canada,  (the  one  on  the  one  side  of  one  of  their 
great  rivers,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side,) 
we  had  a  perfect  right  to  trade  with  both,  and 
furnish  both  with  bread  and  beef,  without,  in 
any  manner,  compromitting  our  neutrality. 
This  biU  imposed  penalties  which  were  never 
thought  of  at  any  former  time  in  our  history. 
It  would  impose  a  penalty  on  the  citizens  of  a 
foreign  country  who  might  be  driven  into  this 
country  by  the  stress  of  circumstances,  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  Such  persons  were  liable 
to  be  seized,  fined,  and  imprisoned. 

Now  this  was  a  monstrous  principle;  and  he 
hoped  never  to  see  it  carried  into  execution  in 
this  country.  Suppose  the  case  of  two  European 
nations  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  maritime 
war,  and  one  of  the  fleets  should  be  driven  into 
the  harbor  of  New  York  by  a  superior  force. 
Would  you  seize  that  fleet,  and  hold  the  officers 
and  seamen  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  fine  and 
imprison  them  ?  He  thought  not.  It  would  be 
our  duty  to  protect  them  whilst  in  our  waters. 
Again :  suppose  a  superior  force  at  Maiden 
should  drive  out  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  who 
might  be  in  arms,  and  those  inhabitants  of  that 
place  should  take  refuge  in  Detroit ;  would  you 
seize  upon  them  ?  hold  them  guilty  of  a  high 
crime,  and  subject  them  to  a  fine  and  imprison- 
ment J  Was  this  the  principle  you  were  about 
to  establish  ?  If  it  was,  he  must  say  that  he 
utterly  detested  any  such  principle. 

The  British  authorities  in  Canada  went  upon 
the  principle  of  protection  so  far,  that  tliey  gave 
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protection  to  all  our  renegado  slaves  who  es- 
caped and  went  within  their  dominions,  and 
why  should  we  be  prevented  from  giving  pro- 
tection to  the  oppressed  of  their  people  ?  As 
this  bill  had  undergone  so  many  phases,  he 
hoped  that  it  might  yet  undergo  a  total  eclipse, 
because  it  was  a  measure  which  he  believed 
calculated  to  do  very  great  injury  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  He  had  no  idea  of  making  a 
law  of  this  kind,  which  was  only  to  apply  to 
conterminous  countries,  and  thought  if  any  bill 
of  the  kind  was  passed,  that  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  its  character.  With  the  view  of  testing 
this  question,  whether  the  House  was  disposed 
to  legislate  solely  with  reference  to  conter- 
minous territories,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  conterminous  with  the  United  States.'''' 


IN  SENATE. 

Thhesdat,  February  22. 

Independent  Treasury. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Independent  Treasury  bill,  as  the  order  of  the 

day. 

Mr.   OniTTEifDEN"    addressed    the   Senate  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 


HOUSE  OE  EEPRBBENTATIVES. 

MoiTOAT,  February  26. 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Gilley. 

Mr.  Faiefield  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  An  event  has  occurred  since 
our  last  adjournment,  which  has  spread  a  deep 
gloom  over  this  community,  and  deprived  this 
body  of  one  of  its  most  valuable  members.  I 
allude,  sir,  to  the  death  of  my  late  colleague, 
the  Hon.  Jonathan  Oilley,  which,  it  is  my 
painful  duty  to  announce,  took  place  on  Sat- 
urday last  near  this  city.  One  hour  we  saw 
him  in  full  life,  standing  in  the  midst  of  us  in 
all  the  pride  and  vigor,  of  manhood ;  the  next, 
a  helplesSj  inanimate  corpse.  It  ia  a  case,  sir, 
most  melancholy  and  heart-rending  in  all  its 
circumstances,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not 
the  occasion  to  speak,)  and  brings  home  to  our 
minds,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  the  trite  but 
solemn  truth,  that  "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are 
in  death." 

My  deceased  colleague  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon talents.  His  mind  was  strong,  vigorous, 
well  stored,  and  well  disciplined.  He  had, 
moreover,  that  indomitable  spirit  of  perse- 
verance in  all  the  pursuits  of  an  elevated  and 
honorable  ambition,  which  would  not  rest  satis- 
fied with  low  attainments.  He  partook,  largely, 
too,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of  his  ancestors, 
which  made  them  "  pour  out  their  blood  like 
water,"  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  which 
also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and  chivalrous 
conduct  of  an  only  brother  during  the  late  war. 

His  fellow-citizens  had  often  elected  him  to 


places  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  State  of  his 
adoption,  and  had  now  given  him  a  seat  among 
the  Representatives  of  the  nation ; — among  us, 
who  are  now  spared  to  deplore  his  abrupt  and 
tragical  removal.  Though  he  had  not  long 
been  a  member  of  this  body,  he  had  established 
and  enviable  and  an  enduring  reputation.  Hia 
ready  powers  of  debate,  his  warm  and  fervid 
eloquence,  his  manly  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nents, and  courteous  demeanor  to  all,  will  be 
readily  acknowledged,  and  long  remembered 
by  the  members  of  this  House. 

That  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will 
produce  a  deep  sensation  in  Maine,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  no  one  can 
doubt ;  but  the  annunciation  of  the  dreadful 
fact  to  the  partner  of  his  bosom,  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  young  pledges  of  their  mutual 
affection,  little  dreaming  of  the  blow  that  awaits 
her,  it  is  shocking  to  contemplate.  No  one  can 
think  of  it  but  with  feelings  of  the  most  poig- 
nant and  heartfelt  grief.  May  "  He  who  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  and  who 
"  will  not  break  the  bruised  reed,"  give  her 
that  consolation  and  support  which  she  needs, 
and  which  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  announcement, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  Jonathan  Cilley,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  from  the  State  of  Maiue, 
at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Jonathan 
CiLLEY,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Jonathan  Cilley,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Faikfield,  the  House 
then  adjourned  till  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  February  26. 
Death  of  the  Representative  Jonathan  Gilley,  Esq. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Jonathan  Oilley,  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  Maine,  and  stating  that 
the  funeral  would  take  place  from  the  haU  of 
the  House  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Williams  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President :  I  came  into  the  Senate  this 
morning,  exhausted  and  overwhelmed,  to  per- 
form the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to 
you  and  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the 
sudden  and  lamented  death  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Oilley,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Maine  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

At  the  last  adjournment  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
CiLLBY  was  in  perfect  health,  full  of  hope  and 
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expectation  of  making  himself  useful  in  assert- 
ing and  vindicating  the  violated  rights  of  his 
State,  and  of  distinguishing  himself  in  the  great 
questions  -which  now  so  deeply  agitate  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  full  of  zeal  and  ardent  patriotism, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  human 
liberty  and  of  human  rights,  he  considered  that 
a  crisis  had  arisen  when  his  country  had  a  right 
to  claim  the  services  of  her  sons.  He  obeyed 
the  call  of  his  constituents,  relinquishing  the 
enjoyments  of  the  domestic  circle  of  a  wife  and 
three  children.  He  is  now  a  lifeless  corpse ; 
all  his  hopes  are  blasted  and  destroyed,  and  his 
constituents  are  deprived  of  the  services  of  an 
able  and  faithful  representative. 

Mr.  CiLLBT  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
respectable  families  in  that  State.  Patriotism 
and  bravery  were  his  inheritance..  His  grand- 
father was  the  distinguished  patriot  and  brave 
officer  of  the  Eevolution,  General  Cilley ;  and 
his  brother,  Captain  Joseph  Oilley,  was  the  gal- 
lant leader  of  the  heroic  charge  under  Colonel 
Miller,  at  the  Battle  of  Bridgewater  Heights,  in 
the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin 
College,  in  Maine,  and  by  his  superior  talents 
and  application  attained  a  high  standing  at  the 
bar  in  that  State.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an 
able  advocate,  and  a  powerful  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Cillet  was  ardently  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  free  Government ; 
a  zealous  advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  whole 
people,  and  a  determined  opponent  of  the  claim 
of  the  few  to  tyrannize  over  the  many. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Oilley  was  elected  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  in  Maine,  and  in  1835  and 
1836  was  Speaker  of  that  body,  where  his  tal- 
ents and  love  of  country  became  so  conspicuous, 
that  in  1837  he  was  elected  to  Congress  in  a 
district  in  which  the  majority  were  his  political 
opponents. 

Of  his  conduct  here  I  need  not  speak,  for  all 
who  hear  me,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Cillet  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  will  bear  testimony 
to  his  ability,  to  his  open,  frank,  and  deter- 
mined course,  to  the  high  order  of  his  talents 
and  powers  as  a  debater,  and  to  the  respect  and 
deference  he  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Cilley  was  warm,  ardent, 
generous,  noble;  as  a  friend,  true,  faithful, 
abiding.  He  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  life, 
aged  35 :  the  past  was  the  earnest  of  the  future. 

In  his  death,  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  the  nation  is  bereft  of  a  de- 
voted patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  supporter 
of  its  free  institutions. 

The  sun  which  set  upon  the  lifeless  corpse 
of  my  late  friend  and  colleague,  rose  bright  and 
cheering  upon  his  distant  fireside  circle,  and  the 
wife  of  his  bosom  blessed  its  gladsome  beams, 
and  told  her  innocent  children  that  it  brought 
the  return  of  their  father  one  day  nearer. 

Alas !  nor  wife  nor  children  shall  see  him 
more.  Who  shall  now  penetrate  that  bereaved 
mansion,  and  witness  the  tears,  the  agony,  the 


distraction  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless? 
Mr.  President,  I  cannot.  May  the  Father  of  all 
mercies  be  their  comforter  and  their  support. 

Of  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cillet,  I  forbear  to  speak ;  but  allow  me  to 
say,  that  it  is  my  solemn  conviction  that  he  en- 
tertained no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disrespect, 
to  Mr.  Graves,  in  any  thing  that  occurred ;  and 
that  in  accepting  the  call,  he  did  nothing  more 
than  he  believed  indispensable,  to  avoid  dis- 
grace to  himself,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  Williams  then  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Jokathan  Cillet,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  from  the 
State  of  Maine,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  to  mor- 
row, and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning,  by  wear- 
ing crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

And,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 


HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  February  27. 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  Hon. 
Jonathan  Cillet. 

The  committee  of  arrangements,  pall-bearers, 
and  mourners,  attended  at  the  late  residence  of 
the  deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth's,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m., 
at  which  time  the  remains  were  removed,  in 
charge  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  at- 
tended by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  to  the  Hall,  where  the  fu- 
neral service  was  performed  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Slicer,  and  the  discourse  preached  by  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Reese. 

The  funeral  procession  then  moved  from  the 
HaU  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  to  the 
place  of  interment,  in  the  following  order : 

The  Chaplains  of  both  Houses. 

Committee  of  Arrangements,  viz : 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Atheeton,  of  K  H.        Mr.  Coles,  of  Va. 

Mr.  Connor,  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  La. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio.     Mr.  Fillmoke,  of  N.  T. 

Rail  Rearers,  viz : 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland.      Mr.  Campbell,  of  S.  C. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  H.         Mr.  White,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Ogle,  of  Pennsylvania.   Mr.  Martin,  of  Ala. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 

Senators  from  Maine,  as  mourners. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  preceded  by  their 

Speaker  and  Clerk. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the 

Vice  President  and  their  Secretary. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Heads  of  Departments. 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  its  oiScers. 

Foreign  Ministers. 

Citizens  and  Strangers. 
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IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  Fetruary  SV. 

Mr.  "White  rose  and  said,  that  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  carry  into  effect  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  yesterday  in  relation  to  attending 
the  funeral  of  the  deceased  member  from  Maine, 
he  would  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn ;  which 
motion  was  concurred  in. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdat,  February  28. 

Beaih  of  Honorable  Jonathan  Cilley. 

Mr.  Faiefield  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  u  committee,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  causes 
wMch  led  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley, 
late  a  member  of  this  House,  and  the  circumstances 
connected  therewith,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during 
the  sessions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bell  objected.  He  thought  that  what- 
ever was  done  in  this  matter,  had  better  be 
postponed  until  the  House  became  more  calm, 
and  was  able  to  act  more  coolly  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Faieeibld  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Pakker  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  113, 
nays  31. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Fairfield  said :  Mr.  President,  entertain- 
ing the  views  and  feelings  which  I  do  entertain 
in  regard  to  the  awful  tragedy  in  which  certain 
members  of  this  House  lately  participated,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  the  resolutions 
which  have  just  been  read.  Sir,  if  I  had  held 
back,  and  refused  to  move  in  this  affair,  "  the 
voice  of  my  brother's  blood  would  cry  to  me 
from  the  ground."  My  late  colleague  and 
friend  has  been  shot  down  and  deprived  of  life 
in  a  manner,  and  under  circumstances,  that 
seem  to  me  most  imperiously  to  demand  an 
investigation.  It  is  due  to  the  surviving  family 
and  friends  of  the  deceased,  that  we  should  take 
cognizance  of  this  affair :  it  is  due  to  ourselves, 
to  our  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  God ;  and 
I  trust  that  no  member  will  shrink  from  the 
high  and  solemn  responsibility  thus  cast  upon 
him.  But,  aside  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  and  our  peculiar  duties  re- 
sulting from  them,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  op- 
portunity is  presented,  which  every  good  man 
should  be  quick  to  improve,  for  assaOing  the 
barbarous  and  inhuman  practice  of  duelling — a 
practice  which  does  violence  to  the  laws  of 
God,  to  the  best  feelings  of  our  own  nature, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  reason — a  practice  which 
is  entirely  behind,  and  unworthy  of  the  age  of 
civilization  in  which  we  live,  and  which  should 
unite  the  earnest  and  faithful  efforts  of  every 
friend  to  his  species  for  its  extermination. 


Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  how- 
ever, the  deceased  being  my  friend,  and  my 
own  feelings  being  deeply  and  strongly  excited, 
I  feel  that  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  the 
Speaker's  departing  from  the  usual  rule,  by 
omitting  to  place  me  upon  the  committee ;  and 
I  accordingly  make  that  request. 

Mr.  "W.  0.  Johnson  said  he  had  voted  against 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  to  introduce  these 
resolutions,  because,  on  hearing  them  read,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  good  could  re- 
sult from  them.  No  one  could  feel  greater 
grief  than  himself  at  the  calamity  which  befell 
the  friends  of  the  gentleman  whose  death  we 
all  now  mourned,  but  he  had  voted  against 
bringing  in  these  resolutions  because  he  did  not 
know  what  power  Congress  had  to  suppress 
duelling.  It  was  an  evil  in  the  state  of  society, 
which  made  it  necessary  in  some  cases  for  gen- 
tlemen to  resort  to  this  mode  of  settling  per- 
sonal disputes,  and  he  much  regretted  that  it 
was  so ;  but  he  did  not  apprehend  that  this  in- 
quiry was  going  to  correct  thq  evil,  or  that  any 
salutary  good  could  be  effected  by  this  inquiry. 
As  to  the  particulars  in  this  case,  if  it  was  de- 
sired to  obtain  them,  the  morning  papers  gave 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with 
it;  and  if  it  was  intended  to  enact  an  anti- 
duelling  law,  he  would  ask  where,  under  the 
constitution,  you  obtain  the  right  to  enact  it. 
That  was  a  matter  which  belonged  to  the  States 
alone,  and  many  of  them  have  passed  laws  on 
this  subject ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  power  for  Congress  to  undertake 
to  act  on  this  subject.  He  should  vote  against 
this  resolution,  because  he  considered  that  it 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  all  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  unfortunate  occurrence  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution.  He  looked  upon  it  as  re- 
flecting upon  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  He  would  ask  any  gen- 
tleman if  either  of  these  parties  had  been  guilty 
of  any  moral  delinquency,  or  of  any  act  which 
would  bring  him  so  far  within  the  rules  and 
laws  of  the  House  as  to  justify  his  expulsion  ? 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  either  of  them  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  or  done  any  act  which  would  make 
him  an  unfit  associate  for  the  members  of  this 
House,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  have 
this  inquiry  instituted ;  he  would  vote  not  only 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  but  he  would  vote 
to  expel  such  individual  from  the  House ;  and 
he  would  almost  go  to  expel  him  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.  But  no  such  thing  had  been 
intimated  against  any  member  of  the  House, 
and  what  right  have  we  to  go  into  this  matter  ? 
What  right  have  we  to  inquire  into  the  private 
relations  of  gentlemen  ?  IVhat  right  have  we 
to  institute  ourselves  into  a  board  of  honor  to 
inquire  into  a  matter  of  this  kind  ? 

Mr.  Pakkek  regretted  that  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson;)  that  he  had 
heard  from  him  no  good  reason  expressed 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.  .It  was 
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said  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  on 
this  subject,  and  that  that  power  was  reserved 
to  the  States.  Surely  Congress  has  the  power 
to  act  in  reference  to  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  House  of 
Eepresentatiyes.  had  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
members.  His  friend  had  said  that  if  any  mem- 
ber would  state  on  this  floor  that  the  unfor- 
tunate transaction  had  not  been  conducted  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  ''  code  of  honor,"  he 
would  vote  for  this  resolution.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
made  no  assertion  of  that  kind.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  skilled  in  the  nice  teclmicality  of 
those  rules,  as  they  were  understood  by  some 
gentlemen  here ;  that  with  his  constituents  the 
rules  of  honor  were  the  rules  of  law,  religion, 
and  morality ;  but  he  would  say  that  the  trans- 
action referred  to  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  called  imperiously  upon 
this  House  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  heart-rending  scenes ;  and  every  consid- 
eration of  duty  to  the  public  and  to  ourselves 
required  prompt.and  decisive  action. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  that  no  gentleman  regretted 
more  than  himself,  the  unfortunate  occurrence 
which  had  taken  place,  but  he  considered  that 
when  we  were  about  to  involve  the  feelings  of 
all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  affair, 
that  we  ought  to  pause  before  we  acted.  He 
would  inquire  of  gentlemen  what  the  result  of 
this  inquiry  would  be,  and  what  benefit  could 
accrue  to  the  community  from  it.  He  admitted 
that  Congress  had  a  right  to  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  such  a  measure,  when  brought  forward,  he 
would  vote ;  but  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what 
good  was  expected  to  result  from  this  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  Matthias  Mobeis  had  no  disposition  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  but 
on  hearing  the  resolution  read,  it  occurred  to 
him  that  it  did  not  reach  far  enough,  and  he 
proposed  an  amendment  with  a  view  of  having 
some  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  which 
would  prevent  the  practice  of  duelling  in  future. 

Mr.  Bell  did  not  doubt  that  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  was  well  intended ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  motive  of  the  House,  in 
suspending  the  rules  for  the  purpose,  was  a 
very  laudable  one;  but  it  was  his  deliberate 
judgment  that  this  resolution  was  not  calculated 
to  produce  that  desirable  result  which  was  ex- 
pected to  arise  from  it.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
benefit,  he  feared  that  it  would  be  the  cause  of 
additional  mischief. 

Mr.  McKennan  said  that  the  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  which  he  stood  towards  his  constituents, 
demanded  that  he  should  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why 
he  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
for  one  week.  His  constituents,  he  said,  con- 
demned the  practice  of  duelling  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms ;  and  in  that  condemnation 
he  most  heartily  agreed  with  them.  Se  ab- 
horred the  practice,  from  the  very  lottom  of  his 


soul,  and  would  go  as  far  as  the  farthest  on  this 
floor  in  suppressing  it.  He  further  said,  he 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  deploring  the 
tragical  event  which  had  cast  a  melancholy 
gloom  over  the  city,  and  which  we  had  all 
been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He  sympathized, 
deeply  sympathised,  with  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased ;  and  if  he  could  pour  the  oil  of  con- 
solation into  the  bosom  of  his  surviving  part- 
ner, nothing  would  afford  him  more  satisfaction. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  said  the 
question  was  on  postponement.] 

Mr.  Boon  had  voted  for  the  suspension,  and 
should  now  vote  for  the  resolution  upon  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of  privilege,  in- 
volving the  right  of  debate  in  this  House. 

Mr.  PoTTEE  could  not  see  any  good  result 
which  could  arise  from  the  postponement  of  the 
question.  No  honorable  gentleman  would  suf- 
fer any  other  feelings  to  influence  his  course 
than  those  which  pertain  to  high  and  pure  prin- 
ciples of  a  moral  character  and  duty  to  his 
country.  If  he  could  concur  in  opinion  with 
his  honorable  colleague,  that  this  proceeding 
cast  any  reflection  upon  the  living,  or  the  mem- 
ory of  the  dead,  he  would  pause,  and  ask  for 
more  time  to  consider  and  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Faiefield,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of 
gentlemen,  modified  his  resolution,  by  adding 
to  the  end  thereof  the  following :  "  And  further 
to  inquire  whether  there  has  been,  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  any  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House." 

Mr.  LooMis  said  it  appeared  to  him,  when 
they  had  so  plain  a  state  of  facts  as  was  here 
presented,  that  there  could  be  no  difiiculty  in 
deciding  upon  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Geennell  had  heard  no  good  reason  for 
immediate  action  on  this  question,  and  he  trust- 
ed the  question  would  be  postponed  nntil  the 
present  excitement  had  passed  away. 

Mr.  Beonson  said :  At  present,  the  question 
is  not  what  we  shall  do,  but  whether  we  shall 
act  at  all ;  whether  we  shall  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter ;  whether  we  shall  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  late  most  tragical  and  unfor- 
tunate occurrence.  If  we  act  at  all,  we  should 
act  promptly.  Our  duty  to  our  country  and 
ourselves  requires  of  us  that  we  should  enter- 
tain the  resolution — that  we  should  at  once 
show  our  willingness  to  investigate.  On  this 
point  there  should  not  be  any  delay. 

The  House  refused  to  postpone — ^yeas  84, 
nays  117. 

Mr.  Gaeland,  of  Louisiana,  stated,  that  if  he 
had  been  in  the  House  when  the  vote  to  sus- 
pend was  taken,  ho  should  have  recorded  his 
name  against  it,  for  he  was  opposed  to  any  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Clownet  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  resolution  as  modified ;  which  was 
seconded^ayes  105,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion, being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
be  now  put. 
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Mr.  OusHMATf  and  Mr.  Tatloe  rose  simul- 
taneously, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wMoh  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrejrs,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  BiokneU,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Bouldin,  IJriggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn, 
Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Chaney,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  Davies, 
Deberry,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Evans,  Everett, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  I.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 
Goode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Marvin,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  MoClellan, 
Abraham  McClellan,  McKira,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Matthias  Morris, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Patterson, 
Paynter,  Peck,  Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Turney,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  "Webster,  Weeks, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell,  and  Yorke — 
152. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Bell,  John  Calhoun,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Cheatham,  Connor,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
Dromgoole,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Rice  Garland,  James  Gra- 
ham, William  Graham,  Harlan,  Hawes,  Hoffman, 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Legare,  Mallory,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Mil- 
ligan,  Mitchell,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pope,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer,  Shields,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  and  Joseph 
L.  Williams — 49. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  February  28. 

Books  for  Members. 

Mr.  EoBBiNS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  subscribe  for  ten  copies  of  Niles'  Reg- 
ister for  each  of  the  members  of  Congress,  pro- 
vided that  he  would  consent  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  each  question  so  taken,  and  also  a  supple- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  session,  containing  all 
public  and  private  laws  of  Congress,  and  furnish 
to  each  member  one  copy  of  this  supplement 
free  of  charge. 

Mr.  Bentok  said  it  was  time  for  this  busi- 
ness to  be  stopped,  and  he  should  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question.    The  argument 


used,  in  the  first  instance,  by  gentlemen  who 
advocated  this  system  of  book  purchasing,  was, 
that  some  members  had  been  furnished  with 
books  which  the  new  Senators  had  not.  In  this 
case  the  argument  would  not  apply,  and  we 
had  now  reached  that  point  where  the  whole 
system  might  be  abandoned,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be. 

Mr.  EoBBiNS  said  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Benton.  There  let  it  lie,  and  I  hope 
forever. 

Mr.  Bobbins  said  he  would  not  consent  to 
that. 

The  question  on  laying  it  on  the  table,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thttesdat,  March  1. 

The  following  Select  Committee  on  the  reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  death  of  the  late  Hon.  Jonathan 
Cillet,  was  read  from  the  journal  this  morn- 
ing :  Mr.  ToTJCET,  of  Connecticut ;  Mr.  Potteb, 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Beiqgs,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Mr.  Elmoee,  of  South  Carolina ;  Mr.  Betjtn,  of 
New  York ;  Mr.  Haeeison,  of  Missouri ;  Mr. 
Eaeidbn,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Beiggs  and  Mr.  Haeeison  were  excused, 
and  the  vacancy  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 
fiUed  up. 


Feidat,  March  2. 
Mr.  Geennell,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Geantland,  of  Georgia,  were  announced'  as 
being  appointed  by  the  Ciiaie  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Beiggs  and  Mr.  Haeeison,  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  death  of 
the  late  Hon  Jonathan  Oilley. 

The  Neutrality  Bill. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  was  taken  up.  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  will  be  understood  from  the  debate. 

Mr.  Howaed  explained  that  this  bill  had 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of 
amending  the  Senate's  bill  in  such  manner  as 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Undeewood  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  authorized  the  President  to  re- 
lease goods  which  may  be  taken  in  certain 
oases,  in  order  to  prohibit  the  President  from 
acting  in  a  judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  HowAED  stated  that  this  provision  was 
introduced,  because  it  was  considered  that  the 
President  was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these 
cases.  He  was  fully  acquainted  with  our  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries,  which  made  him 
more  competent  to  judge  in  such  cases  than  the 
judges  of  courts.  If  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  courts,  there  might  be  difference  of  opia- 
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ioa  between  the  jadges,  in  consequence  of  the 
information  which  was  in  their  possession ;  but 
the  President,  having  all  the  information,  could 
decide  more  understandingly  and  properly. 

Mr.  Underwood  replied,  that  his  objection 
to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to  strike  out, 
was,  that  it  invested  the  Executive  with  judi- 
cial powers,  which  powers  belonged  exclusively 
to  the  Judiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
had  been  committed.  He  apprehended  it  would 
not  do  in  this  country  to  vest  judicial  powers 
in  the  Executive. 

Mr.  McKay  considered  that  this  clause  simply 
gave  power  to  the  Executive,  in  cases  where 
property  had  been  seized,  to  release  it.  The 
law  provided  for  the  seizure  of  property,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  was  proper 
that  the  President  should  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  certain  circumstances.  In  case 
this  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  out,  goods  could  only  be  restored  by  the 
judgment  of  courts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law, 
there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PiLLMOEE  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  bill  ap- 
plicable only  to  conterminous  territories.  It 
might  be  said  that  there  was  very  little  danger 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
which  did  not  lie  contiguous  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  thought  our  legislation  ought  to 
be  uniform. 

Mr.  Howard  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  shape  our  legislation  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  out 
for  service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to 
preserve  our  neutrality  with  conterminous 
countries,  and  this  law  had  been  introduced  to 
effect  that  object. 

Mr.  HoLSET  contended  that  this  bill  was  to 
place  US  in  the  same  relation  to  conterminous 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  Fillmore  sustained  his  amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the 
legislation  of  any  country. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Fillmore  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
which  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  authorized  to  be  carried  on 
by  the  laws  of  nations — lost. 

Mr.  EoBiNSON  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  in  all  cases  of  seizure,  affidavit  should 
first  be  made,  and  a  warrant  issued. 

Mr.  R.  urged  his  amendment  on  the  House, 
on  the  ground  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
making  seizures  without  due  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  to  Mr.  R.,  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that 
immediately  after  the  seizure,  a  warrant  should 


be  obtained  in  due  form  from  some  judicial  of- 
ficer, for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  property 
seized.  This  he  contended  was  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  he  argued  that  if  a  warrant  under  oath  was 
to  be  obtained  before  seizure,  that  the  law- 
would  be  wholly  ineffectual,  as  it  would  in  al- 
most every  instance,  if  not  in  every  one,  be 
evaded. 

Mr.  Menifee  then  addressed  the  House  at 
some  length,  in  opposition  to  the  bOl,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitutionality. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
Legaee,  Mbhifee,  Maxwell,  and  Underwood  ; 
when 

Mr.  CusHMAN  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded — 83  to  41,  and  the  main 
question  ordered,  and  was  passed — yeas  130, 
nays  45. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  March  2. 
Anti-Duelling  Bill. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  agreeably  to  leave,  introduced 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  fight 
a  duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof, 

Mr.  Prentiss  said :  Mr.  President,  in  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  I  have  acted  from  a  high 
sense  of  duty.  The  moral  and  religious  prin- 
ciples in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  I  regard  as  binding  upon  me  in  all  cir- 
cumstances and  situations,  whether  public  or 
private,  in  which  I  am  placed,  would  not  allow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactive  in 
this  matter.  And  I  call  upon  Senators,  upon 
grave,  considerate  Senators,  heads  of  families, 
fathers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  authority 
and  infiuence  to  stay  a  practice  as  unsuited  to 
the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is 
revolting  to  the  moral  and  religious  feeling  of 
the  country.  I  call  upon  them  by  their  regard 
to  the  rising  generation,  upon  whom  the  hopes 
of  the  country  rest ;  by  their  regard  to  the 
eternal  and  immutable  principles  of  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  every  consideration  of  justice  and 
humanity ;  by  the  duty  they  owe  to  God  and 
their  country,  to  give  their  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  of  the 
Nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintain  free- 
dom of  discussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 
personal  security,  and  to  the  preservation  of 
law,  liberty,  and  social  order. 

Independent  Treamry. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury biU.     Mr.  Stkanqe  occupied  the  floor  until 
4  o'clock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  way  for 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 


Monday,  March  5. 
Neutral   Relations. 
Mr.  BuoHAiTAN,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
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bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  "to 
amend  an  act  entitled  '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,'  and  to  repeal  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  BuoHANAir  said  that  it  was  certainly  a 
matter  of  some  importance  that  this  hill  should 
be  acted  on  speedily  ;  and  as  the  amendments 
which  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  had 
proposed  were  very  short,  and  very  simple,  he 
■was  ready  at  any  time  to  give  an  explanation 
of  them. 
The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows  : 
Strike  but  from  the  eighth  and  ninth  lines  of  the 
first  section  the  words,  "  other  means  or  materials," 
and  insert  instead  thereof  the  words,  "  any  arms  or 
munitions  of  war  ;  "  and,  in  the  same  section,  after 
the  word  "  enterprise,"  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  the 
following  words,  to  wit :  "  against  the  territory  or 
dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  statu,  or  of  any 
colony,  district,  or  people,  conterminous  with  the 
United  States,  and  with  whom  they  are  at  peace." 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed  that  the  first  section 
of  this  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introduced  new  provisions  into 
our  neutrality  laws,  the  extent  of  which  could 
not  well  be  foreseen.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  particular  exigency  which  had  called  for 
the  passage  of  this  act,  but  was  co-extensive 
with  the  whole  world,  and  might  operate  very 
injuriously  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6th  section  of  the  Neutrality  Act 
of  April  20, 1818,  any  person  who  shall,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  ' '  begin  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  against 
a  friendly  power,  was  punishable  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  |3,000,  and  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing three  years.  The  8th  section  of  the  same 
act  conferred  upon  the  President  the  power  of 
employing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  "  the  carrying 
on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enterprise,"  from 
our  territory,  against  any  power  with  which  we 
should  be  at  peace.  The  Senate  will  observe 
that  this  power  of  prevention  was  not  to  be 
exerted  until  the  expedition  had  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  object  of  its 
destination. 

Although  it  was  rendered  criminal  for  any 
person  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  means  "  for 
such  an  enterprise,  and  after  a  regular  trial  and 
conviction,  the  offender  was  liable  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framers  of  the  act  of  1818, 
which  was  admirably  drawn,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  authorize  the  President  to  direct  a 
seizure,  in  the  first  instance,  of  every  article  of 
every  description  which  might  he  intended  to 
he  used  as  "  the  means  "  for  conducting  such 
an  expedition.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be 
very  inconvenient  to  our  citizens  to  intrust  ex- 
ecutive officers  with  such  a  broad  and  sweeping 


authority.  Hence,  in  the  bill  which  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  confen-ed 
upon  these  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve- 
hicles fitted  out  with  apparent  hostile  intentions 
against  a  friendly  conterminous  power,  and 
which  were  about  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
the  interior  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  these  limitations 
were  to  be  found,  either  in  regard  to  the 
articles  which  might  he  seized,  or  the  foreign 
countries  to  which  they  might  be  destined. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyoi-,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
TJnited  States,  every  marshal  or  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  the  Presi- 
denli  might  empower  for  the  purpose,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  detain, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  but  any 
otber  "  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  such 
an  expedition,  no  matter  whether  it  was  destin- 
ed for  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  How 
easily  a  power  so  extensive,  especially  when 
conferred  upon  such  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abused,  every  Senator  could  at 
once  perceive.  Merchants  who  had  fitted  out 
vessels  to  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  a  state 
of  war,  might  be  thus  harassed  and  annoyed  ; 
and  that  too  without  any  good  reason.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  such  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  this 
particular,  it  demanded  no  change  at  all.  What 
was  that  exigency  ?  An  insurrection  had  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  against  the 
British  Colonial  Government.  These  two  Prov- 
inces, together  with  Texas  and  Mexico,  were 
conterminous  with  the  United  States.  The 
duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  quiet  along  the  borders,  required 
that  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  should  be  abridged  in  furnishing 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  insurgents. 
A  few  plain  and  simple,  but  precise  provisions 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  confined  to  the 
particular  case  in  point,  and  other  similar  cases 
which  might  arise,  to  prevent  our  citizens  from 
sending  vessels  or  vehicles,  arms  or  munitions  of 
war  across  the  border,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  aiding  the  insurgents  in  their  hostile  attempts. 

There  was  no  more  fruitful  source  of  error 
in  legislation  than  to  make  general  and  indefi- 
•nite  provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  a  particular  and  special  case. 

Considering  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that  the  passage  of 
any  bill  might  be  defeated  by  a  collision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses,  the  commit- 
tee had  determined  not  to  move  a  rejection  of 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  from  the  House. 
They  had  contented  themselves  with  proposing 
such  amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendments,  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war ; 
and  their  places  of  destination  would  not  be 
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the  world   generally,  but  only  conterminous 
countries. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  considered  the  amend- 
ments offered,  such  as  under  all  the  circum- 
stances ought  to  he  adopted.  There  were  two 
considerations  which,  on  general  principles, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  amendments. 
The  first  was,  that  the  power  of  the  Executive 
was  probably  too  much  extended  by  the  bill, 
without  the  changes  introduced,  and  the  other, 
that  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  conduct  foreign 
trade  and  commerce  was  too  much  abridged. 

Mr.  NoBVELL  said  he  would  like  to  propound 
one  question  to  the  honorable  chairman.  It 
was  well  known  that  these  patriots,  as  they 
were  called  by  some,  adopted  a  mode  of  oper- 
ation extremely  difficult  to  detect.  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  procuring  wagons  like  those 
used  by  the  tin  peddlers,  in  which  were  secreted 
arms  and  munitions  of  war ;  and  these  were 
driven  over  the  lines,  or  hidden  in  the  Maumee 
swamps,  from  whence  they  could  be  taken  at 
pleasure.  He  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
any  clause  in  the  bill  which  would  reach  this 
case? 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  that  the  bill  did  make 
a  precise  provision  in  its  second  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  read : 

Section  2.  Strike  out  the  proviso  at  the  end  of 
this  section,  and  insert  in  its  stead  the  following  : 
"  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  interfere  with  any  trade 
in  arms  or  munitions  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels  by 
sea  with  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  which 
might  have  been  lawfully  carried  on  before  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  act  hereby  amended." 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  a  short  explanation 
of  this  amendment  was  necessary.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  intended  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate.  Our  bill 
had  been  confined  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States :  the  bill  of  the  House  embraced  all 
persons.  •  "We  had  believed  that  if  the  United 
States  prevented  their  own  citizens  from  aid- 
ing in  insurrectionary  movements  in  neighbor- 
ing provinces  or  countries,  we  had  performed 
our  duty.  Under  the  law  of  nations,  it  was 
lawful  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  sell 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  foreigners,  with- 
out regard  to  the  use  which  was  intended  to. 
be  made  of  them.  If  they  were  captured  in 
proceeding  to  a  foreign  country,  this  was  the 
fate  of  war,  and  the  foreign  purchaser  must 
suffer  the  loss.  We  had  not  intended  to 
abridge  this  trade :  and  hence  our  bill  had  con- 
fined the  seizures  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  House  hill  might  essen- 
tially interfere  with  our  foreign  commerce  in 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  unless  they  were 
confined  to  the  particular  objects  which  we  all 
had  in  view.  For  example,  Mexico  was  a 
country  conterminous  with  the  United  States. 


Suppose  the  existence  of  a  civil  war  there,  and 
the  opponents  of  the  Government  to  have  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  port  and  city  of  Vera 
Cruz.  Under  this  bill,  neither  citizens  of  the 
United  States  nor  foreigners  could  carry  cargoes 
of  arms  or  munitions  of  war  to  that  city  from 
any  of  our  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them 
to  the  party  in  the  civil  war  opposed  to  the 
Government,  because  it  would  be  notorious  that 
they  were  intended  to  be  employed  in  carrying 
on  military  operations  within  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power ;  and  yet  such  a  trade  had  al- 
ways existed. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  was 
to  preserve  this  trade  to  our  citizens,  by  confin- 
ing the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  to  the  interior  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  leaving  the  trade  iy  *<''^  ^  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  to  be  regulated  as  it  had  been 
heretofore  under  the  act  of  1818. 

The  third  amendment  was  read  : 

Section  three,  line  twelve,  insert  after  the  word 
"  time"  the  words,  "  not  exceeding  ten  days." 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  in  almost  every 
respect  the  House  had  adopted  a  much  stronger 
measure  than  the  Senate  had  deemed  necessary. 
"We  did  believe  that  where  a  man's  property 
was  seized  upon  suspicion,  no  matter  how 
strong,  if  he  would  give  bond  and  good  securi- 
ty, in  double  its  value,  that  it  should  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  restored  to  his 
possession.  The  House  had  adopted  a  difierent 
opinion.  Under  the  provisions  of  their  bill,  at 
least  three  months  must  elapse  before  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  could  be  restored  to  the 
owner,  upon  his  giving  such  a  bond  and  secur- 
ity. The  proposed  amendment  was  intended 
to  correct  what  he  could  not  hut  believe  was  a 
mere  omission  in  the  House.  As  the  third 
section  now  stood,  the  officer  or  person  who 
had  seized  the  property,  might  hold  it  as  long 
as  he  himself  deemed  a  reasonable  time,  without 
applying  to  the  Judge  for  a  warrant  for  its  de- 
tention. The  proposed  amendment  provided 
that  he  Should  make  this  application  to  the 
Judge  for  a  warrant  within  a  reasonable  time, 
not  exceeding  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the 
seizare. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  read  and  adopt- 
ed, without  dehatQ ;  and  is  as  foUows : 

Sec.  '7.  After  the  words  "  reason  to  believe"  in  the 
second  line,  insert  a.9  follows  ;  "  that  the  provisions 
of  this  act  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  violated." 

The  fifth  amendment  was  read ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  new  section : 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  two  years, 
and  no  longer. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  he  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  bill ;  and  he  believed  he  might 
say  as  much  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations.   But   the   crisis    demanded    that  we 
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should  adopt  some  measure  promptly ;  and 
they  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  take  this  meas- 
ure, with  all  its  imperfections,  rather  than  do 
nothing.  Such  seemed  to  be  the  only  alterna- 
tive under  existing  circumstances.  There  was 
one  complaint,  at  least,  which  could  not  justly 
he  made  against  the  hill ;  and  that  was,  that  it 
did  not  give  sufficient  power  to  the  Executive. 
The  committee  were  opposed  to  making  this  a 
permanent  law,  and  placing  it  as  such  upon  our 
statute  book,  as  part  of  our  code  to  regulate  our 
neutral  relations  with  foreign  Governments. 
He  hoped  that  before  two  years  should  elapse, 
some  well  considered  and  carefully  drawn  bill 
might  be  adopted  on  the  subject. 


nOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Ttjesdat,  March  6. 

Divorce  of  Bank  and  State. 

Mr.  Cambkelekg,  from  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  reported  that 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  May  last,  compelled 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 
constitution  and  existing  laws,  to  dispense  with  their 
agency  and  the  use  of  their  notes,  and  to  employ  the 
officers  of  GovemTnent  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  his  De- 
partment. The  banks  refused  to  pay  the  large  sur- 
plus deposited  with  them  in  the  only  medium  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  the  expenditures  of  Government 
would  have  been  generally  suspended,  had  not  the 
public  creditors  consented  to  receive  their  dues  in 
drafts  upon  banks  which  paid  them  only  in  irredeem- 
able notes. 

Under  such  extraordinary  circumstances,  it  became 
obviously  necessary  to  devise  some  mode  of  manag- 
ing our  finances,  which  would  prevent  similar  em- 
barrassments in  future.  The  President,  accordingly, 
in  discharging  his  constitutional  duty,  recommended, 
at  the  late  session,  a  series  of  measures,  calculated, 
as  your  committee  believe,  to  give  stability  to  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
relieve  the  trade  and  banks  of  the  country  from  a 
connection  mutually  disadvantageous  to  them  and  to 
Government. 

These  recommendations  were  opposed  by  the 
friends  of  a  National  Bank,  and  by  others  who  de- 
sired to  renew  our  fiscal  relations  with  the  State 
banks.  It  was,  however,  admitted  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  the  estabhshment  of  «  national  institu- 
tion for  some  years  to  come,  if  ever ;  and  the  explo- 
sion of  the  State  bank  deposit  system  was  too  recent 
to  warrant  the  expectation  of  its  renewal  at  an  early 
period,  if  at  all.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  con- 
dition of  our  finances,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  some 
regulation  to  render  our  Treasury  independent  of 
banks,  and  provide  additional  guards  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money,  the  Treasury  was  left 
amidst  all  its  embarrassments.  The  same  regulations 
are  again  recommended  by  the  President ;  and  noth- 
ing has,  in  the  mean  time,  occurred  to  induce  the 
committee  to  change  their  opinion,  that  their  adop- 
tion is  not  only  essential  to  the  safety  and  independ- 
ence of  the  public  Treasury,  but  to  the  stability  of 
trade  and  of  every  sound  bank  in  the  Union. 

The  events  of  the  last  three  years  have  produced  a 
general  conviction,  that  the  public  money  should  not 
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be  epiployed  by  banks  or  any  other  institutions  in  com- 
mercial discounts,  however  profitable  its  use  might 
be  to  their  stockholders.  During  the  speculations  of 
1835  and  1836,  the  deposit  banks  stimulated  specula- 
tion to  excess,  and  in  188Y  suddenly  withdrew  their 
accommodations  to  meet  the  public  demands.  The 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  the  surplus  were 
among  the  most  powerful  causes  of  that  alarm  which 
produced  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  When 
banks  thus  employ  the  public  money,  they  deal  in  a  fund 
over  which  they  have  no  control,  and  its  constant 
transfers  and  fiuctuations  embarrass  their  commercial 
operations.  Even  Government  itselt  cannot  regulate 
its  amount,  anticipate  its  fluctuations,  or  the  demands 
upon  the  Treasury.  Under  any  system  of  revenue,  the 
transactions  of  Government  would  embarrass  trade 
wherever  they  are  united.  But  in  this  country,  the 
connection  is  particularly  disastrous,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  fluctuations  in  our  revenue.  Our  income 
is  derived  from  customs  and  public  lands,  and  is 
violently  affected  by  the  rapid  growth  of  our  wealth, 
commerce,  and  population.  Under  our  revenue  laws, 
as  they  have  heretofore  existed,  we  have  repeatedly 
had  a  large  surplus  at  one  moment,  and  immediately 
after  a  bankrupt  Treasury.  By  renewing  the  connec- 
tion with  banks,  we  shall  make  the  public  revenue 
again  instrumental  in  exciting  speculation,  embar- 
rassing trade,  and  injuring  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  proposed  separation  is  essential  to  the  steady  and 
independent  action  of  trade,  banks,  and  Government. 
The  finances  of  the  latter  must  become  embarrassed  at 
every  revolution,  so  long  as  our  revenue  consists  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  deposits.  The  convertibility  of 
either  into  specie  is  wholly  illusive,  and  has  been  hith- 
erto sustained  by  confidence  alone.  That  confidence 
is  now  destroyed.  If  a  few  banks  only  had  suspended 
specie  payments  from  bad  management,  confidence 
in  other  institutions  might  have  been  continued.  Or 
if,  as  in  war.  Government  had  deemed  it  expedient 
to  borrow  their  credit  and  sanction  its  abuse,  it  might 
have  revived  with  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  specie  payments.  But  it  never  has  occur- 
red before,  that,  in  time  of  peace,  and  amidst  general 
prosperity,  the  banks  of  a  nation  have  simultaneously 
suspended  specie  payments ;  and,  what  is  far  more 
important,  as  it  regards  the  future,  the  wishes  of  the 
trading  community  anticipated  the  action  of  the  banks, 
the  suspension  was  hailed  as  a  measure  of  commer- 
cial reUef,  our  Legislatures  sanctioned  it,  and  the  pub- 
lic were  compelled  to  acquiesce.  The  effects  of  the 
suspension  were  little  understood  by  those  who 
deemed  it  a  measure  of  relief  The  trade  of  no 
country  can  be  relieved  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  its 
currency.  We  had  been  for  twelve  months  under 
the  harsh  operation  of  a  diminution  of  commercial 
and  bank  credits.  They  had  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
reached  that  minimum  from  which,  after  a  temporary 
stagnation  of  trade,  they  would  naturally  have  risen 
again,  when  the  suspension  (for  all  commercial  pur- 
poses at  home)  suddenly  converted  eighty  millions 
of  currency  into  merchandise,  and  it  was  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  The  compound  standard  of  specie 
and  paper,  by  which  the  property  of  the  Union  had 
been  measured,  was  abruptly  reduced  from  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  to  one  hundred  and 
ten  millions  of  a  variously  depreciated  currency ;  or, 
if  we  consider  specie  as  the  only  common  standard, 
from  a  hundred  and  ninety  to  eighty  milUons.  For- 
eign exchanges  rose,  notwithstanding  this  extraordi- 
nary reduction,  and  aU  the  sanguine  anticipations  of 
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a  revival  of  confidence  and  credit  were  disappointed. 
Our  reduced  currency  was  still  further  diminished, 
the  term  of  our  commercial  embarrassments  was  pro- 
longed, and  the  revival  of  trade  postponed  to  an  un- 
certain period.  These  were  the  consequences  of  that 
measure  which  it  was  supposed  would  relieve  the 
country. 

But  however  we  may  suffer  by  the  recent  suspen- 
sion, we  must  anticipate  a  similar  event  at  every  re- 
vulsion. It  cannot  be  avoided  in  this  age  of  specu- 
lation, and  with  our  system  of  banking.  In  periods 
of  alarm,  those  who  are  threatened  with  bankruptcy 
will  seek  relief  in  any  measure,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences. The  banks  will  certainly  yield  to  the  de- 
mands of  trade  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  re- 
collections of  the  run  upon  them  in  1837  will  produce 
a  panic,  which  must  compel  most,  if  not  all,  other 
banks  to  follow  their  example.  Some  portions  of 
the  Union  may  possibly  escape ;  but  we  may  cer- 
tainly anticipate  embarrassment  in  some  sections,  and 
we  should  accordingly  prepare  for  it.  The  banking 
system  of  this  country  must  be  thoroughly  reformed 
before  confidence  in  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes 
can  be  permanently  revived.  No  such  reform  can, 
at  this  time,  be  anticipated.  A  few  more  disastrous 
revulsions  may  compel  us,  at  some  future  period,  to 
correct  the  vices  of  our  system ;  but,  for  the  present, 
it  is  evident  that  our  local  currencies  are  to  be  still 
further  vitiated  by  State  legislation.  With  our  re- 
cent experience,  and  with  such  a  prospect  before 
us,  a  just  and  patriotic  regard  for  the  public  interest 
urgently  requires  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  should  not  be  hereafter  exposed  to  embar- 
rassment or  bankruptcy  by  being  connected  with  a 
system  liable  at  all  times  to  explosion,  and  that  it 
should  never  again  be  made  dependent  upon  every 
vicissitude  in  the  commercial  system  of  the  world. 

The  public  mind  is  satisfied  that  some  plan  should 
be  adopted  to  relieve  trade  from  any  conneetion  with 
our  revenues,  and  to  render  our  Treasury  independ- 
ent of  all  explosions.  Numerous  plans  have  been 
proposed  for  making  a  partial  use  of  banks,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  keeping  the  public  money,  under 
some  special  deposit  system,  with  an  obligation 
not  to  employ  it  in  loans  to  trade.  No  such  deposit 
can  be  effectual  but  one  which  secures  to  the  Treas- 
ury the  control  over  the  money  specially  deposited, 
and  leaves  the  daily  receipts  and  payments  to  be 
made  by  public  officers.  Such  a  system  would 
merely  secure  the  use  of  the  vaults  of  the  banks  as 
places  of  safety,  and  would  be  unnecessary  where  our 
public  offices  are  supplied,  as  they  all  must  be,  with 
vaults  or  safes,  or  both,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  archives  and  treasure.  If  the  banks  have 
control  over  the  public  money  deposited  with  them, 
all  the  stipulations  and  obligations  which  can  be  con- 
trived will  never  prevent  them  from  discounting  upon 
it,  directly  or  indirectly ;  and  all  the  guards  we  can 
provide  will  not  secure  to  the  Treasury  its  specie 
fund  in  case  of  a  suspension.  The  various  regula- 
tions which  have  been  proposed  would  be,  in  practice, 
mere  nullities.  The  obligation  to  credit  the  revenue 
■collected,  as  specie,  has  always  existed,  and  would 
Toe  more  binding  hereafter  than  it  has  been  here- 
-tofore ;  and  a  special  deposit,  exclusively  controlled 
by  the  bank,  would  be  as  unavailable  in  case  of  a 
suspension  as  any  other,  which  it  would  be  equally 
bound  in  law  to  pay  in  specie.  A  stipulation  that 
the  bank  should  pay  the  Treasury  warrant  in  specie 
would  be  abortive,  as  that  must  be  determined  by 
the  Government  creditor.     Whether  the  deposits  | 


are  in  specie  or  in  bank  notes,  it  will  pay  out  its 
own  notes,  and  increase  its  discounts  accordingly. 
Periodical  settlements  with  banks  having  control 
over  the  deposits,  before  and  after  the  settlement, 
would  be  a  mere  formality.  Banks  might  be  em- 
ployed under  a  system  of  joint  management  and 
control.  Special  collections,  deposits,  and  disburse- 
ments might  be  made  under  the  care  of  two  sets  of 
oflBcers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  Government,  the 
other  by  the  banks ;  but  such  a  plan  would  require 
a  much  greater  number  of  officers  than  is  now  pro- 
posed ;  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  enable  the 
banks  employed  by  the  Treasury  to  substitute  their 
notes  for  the  coin  collected,  and  enlarge  then:  issues 
and  their  discounts,  which  is  one  of  the  principal 
evils  designed  to  be  avoided  by  the  separation. 

The  Treasury  cannot,  with  safety  to  itself  or  to 
trade,  part  with  its  control  over  the  public  money, 
from  its  collection  to  its  disbursement.  After  ex- 
amining the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  with  every 
desire  to  unite  public  sentiment  in  some  measure, 
the  committee  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the 
simplest,  most  economical,  and  best  plan,  for  all  in- 
terests, as  a  permanent  system,  is  to  employ  officers 
of  Government,  appointed  by  the  President  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  to  collect,  keep,  and  dis- 
burse the  public  money,  under  such  regulations, 
guards,  and  restrictions  as  Congress  may  from  time  to 
time  deem  expedient. 

A  bill  for  the  divorce  of  Bank  and  State,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Independent  Treas- 
ury for  the  United  States,  was  then  reported. 


IS  SENATE. 
Satoedat,  March  10. 
Independent  Treasury  Bill. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Independent  Treasury  bill ;  the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Buchanan's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
and  amendment  till  the  next  session. 
The  motion  was  lost  by — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Grundy,  Knight, 
McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kives,  Bobbins, 
Buggies,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  and  White — 23. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Eoane,  Eobinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  Wright,  and  Yoimg — 29. 

Independent  Treasury — Reply  of  Mr. 
Calhoun  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Having  now  established  by  the  record  that  I 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  princi- 
ple, nor  deserted  any  party,  the  charge  of  the 
Senator,  with  aU  the  aspersions  with  which  he 
accompanied  it,  falls  prostrate  to  the  earth. 
Here  I  might  leave  the  subject,  and  close  my 
vindication.  But  X  choose  not.  I  shall  follow 
the  Senator  up,  step  by  step,  in  his  unprovoked, 
and,  I  may  now  add,  groundless  attack,  with 
blows  not  less  decisive  and  victorious. 

The  Senator  next  proceeded  to  state,  that  Ld 
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a  certain  document  (if  lie  named  it  I  did  not 
hear  Mm)  I  assign  as  the  reason  why  I  could  not 
join  in  the  attack  on  the  Administration,  that 
the  henefit  of  the  victory  would  not  enure  to 
myself  or  my  party ;  or,  as  he  explained  him- 
self, because  it  would  not  place  myself  and  them 
in  power.  I  presume  he  referred  to  a  letter,  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  a  public  dinner, 
offered  me  by  my  old  and  faithful  friends  and 
constituents  of  Edgefield,  in  approbation  of  my 
course  at  the  extra  session.  * 

[Mr.  Clat.    I  do.] 

The  pressure  of  domestic  engagements  would 
not  permit  me  to  accept  their  invitation,  and, 
in  declining  it,  I  deemed  it  due  to  them  and 
myself  to  explain  my  course,  in  its  political 
and  party  bearing,  more  fully  than  I  had  done 
in  debate.  They  had  a  right  to  know  my  rea- 
sons, and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness 
due  to  the  long  and  uninterrupted  confidence 
that  had  ever  existed  between  us.  Having 
made  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  the  assertion  of  the  Senator,  and 
I  again  take  issue  on  the  fact.  I  assigned  no 
such  reason  as  the  Senator  attributes  to  me.  I 
never  dreamed  or  thought  of  such  a  one ;  nor 
can  any  force  of  construction  extort  it  from 
what  I  said.  No  :  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  It  was  far 
more  humble  and  honest.  It  was  to  save  our- 
selves and  our  principles  from  being  absorbed 
and  lost  in  a  party  more  numerous  and  power- 
ful, but  differing  from  us  on  almost  every  prin- 
ciple and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  took 
place  in  May  last,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I 
immediately  turned  my  attention  to  the  event 
earnestly,  considering  it  as  an  event  pregnant 
with  great  and  lasting  consequences.  Eeview- 
ing  the  whole  ground,  I  saw  nothing  to  change 
in  the  opinions  and  principles  I  had  avowed  in 
1834,  and  I  determined  to  carry  them  out,  as 
far  as  circumstances  and  my  ability  would  en- 
able me.  But  I  saw  that  my  course  must  be 
influenced  by  the  position  which  the  two  great 
contending  parties  might  take  in  reference  to 
the  question.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  Opposi- 
tion would  rally  either  on  a  National  Bank,  or 
a  combination  of  State  banks,  with  Mr.  Biddle's 
at  the  head  ;  but  I  was  wholly  uncertain  what 
course  the  Administration  would  adopt,  and  re- 
mained so  till  the  Message  of  the  President  was 
received  and  read  by  the  Secretary  at  his  table. 
When  I  saw  he  went  for  a  divorce,  I  never 
hesitated  a  moment.  Not  only  my  opinions  and 
principles  long  entertained,  and,  as  I  have 
shown,  fully  expressed  years  ago,  but  the  high- 
est political  motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I 
perceived,  at  once,  that  the  object,  to  accom- 
plish which  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the 
Opposition,  had  ceased ;  Executive  usurpations 
had  come  to  an  end  for  the  present ;  and  that  the 
struggle  with  the  Administration  was  no  longer 
for  power,  but  to  save  themselves.  I  also  clear- 
ly saw  if  we  should  unite  with  the  Opposition 
ia  thair  attack  on  the  Administration,  the  vic- 


tory over  them  in  the  position  they  occupied, 
would  be  a  victory  over  us  and  our  principles. 
It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  such  would 
be  the  result.  It  was  as  plain  as  day.  The 
Administration  had  taken  position,  as  I  have 
shown,  on  the  very  ground  I  occupied  in  1834, 
and  which  the  whole  State  Rights  party  had 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  the  other  House,  as 
its  journals  will  prove.  The  Opposition,  under 
the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving  against 
them  for  the  very  reason  that  they  had  taken 
the  ground  they  did. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  would  have  been  the  result 
if  we  had  joined  in  the  attack  ?  No  one  can 
now  doubt  that  the  victory  over  those  in  power 
would  have  been  certain  and  decisive,  nor 
would  the  consequences  have  been  the  least 
doubtful.  The  first  fruit  would  have  been  a 
National  Bank.  The  principles  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  the  very  object  of  the  attack,  would 
have  necessarily  led  to  that.  We  would 
have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  resist,  but 
would  have  been  committed  by  joining  in  the 
attack  with  its  avowed  object  to  go  for  one, 
while  those  who  support  the  Administration 
would  have  been  scattered  in  the  winds.  We 
should  then  have  had  a  bank — that  is  clear ; 
nor  is  it  less  certain,  that  in  its  train  there 
would  have  followed  all  the  consequences  which 
have  and  ever  will  follow,  when  tried — high 
duties,  overflowing  revenue,  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, large  surpluses ;  in  a  word,  all  those 
disastrous  consequences  which  have  well  nigh 
overthrown  our  institutions,  and  involved  the 
country  in  its  present  difficulties.  The  influence 
of  the  institution,  the  known  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Opposition,  and  the  utter  prostra- 
tion of  the  Administration  party,  and  the  ab- 
sorption of  ours,  would  have  led  to  these  re- 
sults as  certainly  as  we  exist. 

I  now  appeal,  Senators,  to  your  candor  and 
justice,  and  ask,  could  I,  having  all  these  con- 
sequences before  me,  with  my  known  opinions 
and  that  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and  to 
which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have  acted  diff'er- 
ently  from  what  I  did  ?  Would  not  any  other 
course  have  justly  exposed  me  to  the  charge  of 
having  abandoned  my  principles  and  party, 
with  which  I  am  now  accused  so  unjustly? 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  worse  than  folly 
— been  madness  in  me,  to  have  taken  any 
other?  And  yet,  the  grounds  which  I  have 
assumed  in  this  exposition  are  the  very  reasons 
assigned  in  my  letter,  and  which  the  Senator 
has  perverted  mos't  unfairly  and  unjustly  into 
the  pitiful,  personal,  and  selfish  reason,  which 
he  has  attributed  to  me.  Confirmative  of  what 
I  say,  I  again  appeal  to  the  record.  The  Secre- 
tary will  read  the  paragraph  marked  iij  my 
Edgefield  letter,  to  which,  I  presume,  the  Sen- 
ator alluded. 

"  As  soon  as  I  saw  this  state  of  things,  I  clearly 
perceived  that  a  very  important  question  was  pre- 
sented for  our  determination,  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  decide  forthwith — shall  we  continue  our 
joint  attack  with  the  Nationals  on  those  in  power,  in 
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the  new  position  which  they  have  been  compelled  to 
occupy  ?  It  wag  clear,  with  our  joint  forces,  we  could 
utterly  overthrow  and  demolish  them,  but  it  was  not 
less  clear  that  the  victory  would  enure,  not  to  us, 
but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  their 
cause.  They  were  the  most  numerous  and  powerful, 
and  the  point  of  assault  on  the  position  which  the 
party  to  be  assaulted  had  taken  in  relation  to  the 
banks,  would  have  greatly  strengthened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  National  party,  and 
weakened,  in  the  same  degree,  ours.  They  are,  and 
ever  have  been,  the  decided  advocates  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  capital  so 
ample  as  to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  State  institu- 
tions, and  to  regulate  the  currency  and  exchanges  of 
the  country.  To  join  them  with  their  avowed 
object  in  the  attack  to  overthrow  those  in  power,  on 
the  ground  they  occupied  against  a  bank,  would,  of 
course,  not  only  have  placed  the  Government  and 
country  in  their  hands  without  opposition,  but  would 
have  committed  ua,  beyond  the  possibility  of  extri- 
cation, for  a  bank,  and  absorbed  our  party  in  the 
ranks  of  the  National  Republicans.  The  first  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  overshadowing 
National  Bank,  with  an  immense  capital,  not  less  than 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions,  which  would  have  cen- 
tralized the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  with  them 
the  commerce  and  capital  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever section  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be 
placed.  The  next  would  be  the  indissoluble  union 
of  the  political  opponents,  whose  principles  and  policy 
are  so  opposite  to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  insti- 
tutions, as  well  as  so  oppressive  to  us." 

I  now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  extract 
which  will  warrant  the  construction  that  the 
Senator  has  attempted  to  force  on  it  ?  Is  it 
not  manifest  that  the  expression  on  which  he 
fixes,  that  the  victory  would  enure,  not  to  us, 
but  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the  Opposition, 
alludes  not  to  power  or  place,  hut  to  principle 
and  policy  ?  Can  words  he  more  plain  ?  What 
then  becomes  of  all  the  aspersions  of  the  Sena- 
tor, his  reflections  about  selfishness  and  the 
want  of  patriotism,  and  his  allusions  and  illus- 
trations to  give  them  force  and  efiect  ?  They 
fall  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a  notice, 
with  his  groundless  accusation.  But,  in  so  pre- 
meditated and  indiscriminate  an  attack,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  my  motives  would  entire- 
ly escape,  and  we  accordingly  find  the  Senator 
very  charitably  leaving  it  to  time  to  disclose 
my  motive  for  going  over.  Leave  it  to  time  to 
disclose  my  motive  for  going  over !  I,  who 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  prin- 
ciple, deserted  no  party ;  I,  who  have  stood 
stUl,  and  maintained  my  ground  against  every 
diiBculty,  to  be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  dis- 
close my  motive  1  The  imputation  sinks  to  the 
earth  with  the  groundless  charge  on  which  it 
rests.  I  stamp  it  with  scorn  in  the  dust.  I 
pick  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet. 
I  hurl  it  back.  What  the  Senator  charges  on 
me  unjustly,  he  has  actually  done.  He  went 
over  on  a  memorable  occasion,  and  did  not 
leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  his  motive. 

The  Senator  next  tells  us  that  I  bore  a  char- 
acter for  stern  fidelity,  which  he  accompanied 
with  remarks  implying  that  I  had  forfeited  it 


by  my  course  on  the  present  occasion.     If  he 
means  by  stern  fidelity  a  devoted  attachment  to 
duty  and  principle,  which  nothing  can  over- 
come, the  character  is,  indeed,  a  high  one,  and, 
I  trust,   not  entirely  unmerited.     I  have,   iat 
least,  the  authority  of  the  Senator  himself  for 
saying  that  it  belonged  to  me  before  the  present 
occasion,   and  it  is,  of  course,  incumbent  on 
him  to  show  that  I  have  since  forfeited  it.    Ho 
will  find  the  task  a  Herculean  one.     It  would 
be  by  far  more  easy  to  show  the   opposite ; 
that,  instead  of  forfeiting,  I  have  strengthened 
my  title  to  the  character ;  instead  of  abandon- 
ing any  principles,  I  have  firmly  adhered  to 
them,  and  that,  too,  under  the  most  appalling' 
difiiculties.     If  I  were  to  select  an  instance  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life  on  which,  above  all 
others,  to  rest  my  claim  to  the  character  which 
the  Senator  attributed  to  me,  it  would  be  this 
very  one,  which  he  has  selected  to  prove  that  I 
have  forfeited  it    I  acted  with  the  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  encounter,  and 
the  responsibility  I  had  to  incur.    I  saw  a  great 
and  powerful  party,  probably  the  most  power- 
ful in  the  country,  eagerly  seizing  on  the  catas- 
trophe which  had  befallen  the  currency,  and 
the  consequent  embarrassments  that  followed, 
to  displace  those  in  power,  against  whom  they 
had  been  long  contending.     I  saw  that,.to  stand 
between  them  and  their  object,  I  must  neces- 
sarily incur  their  deep  and  lasting  displeasure. 
I  also  saw  that,  to  maintain  the  Administration 
in  the  position  they  had  taken,  to  separate  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  I  would  draw 
down  on  me,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
Southern  banks,  the  whole  weight  of  that  ex- 
tensive, concentrated,  and  powerful  interest — 
the  most  powerful  by  far  of  any  in  the  whole 
community ;  and  thus  I  would  miite  against 
me  a  combination  of  political  and  moneyed  in- 
fluence almost  irresistible.    Nor  was  this  all.    I 
could  not  but  see  that,  however  pure  and  dis- 
interested my  motives,  and  however  consistent 
my  course  with  all  I  had  ever  said  or  done,  I 
would  be  exposed  to  the  very  charges  and  asjier- 
sions  which  I  am  now  repelling.    The  ease  with 
which  they  could  be  made,  and  the  temptation 
to  make  them,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  be  re- 
sisted by  the  party  morality  of  the  day,  as 
groundless  as  I  have  demonstrated  them.    But 
there  was  another  consequence  that  I  could 
not  but  foresee,  far  more  painful  to  me  than  all 
others.     I  but  too  clearly  saw  that,  in  so  sud- 
den and  complex  a  juncture,  called  on  as  I  was 
to  decide  on  my  course  instantly,  as  it  were,  on 
the  field  of  battle,  without  consultation,  or  ex- 
plaining my  reasons,  I  ■  would  estrange  for  a 
time  many  of  my  political  friends,  who  had 
passed  through  with  me  so  many  trials  and  dif- 
ficulties, and  for  whom  I  feel  a  brother's'  love. 
But  I  saw  before  me  the  path  of  duty,  and, 
though  rugged,  and  hedged  on  all  sides  With 
these  and  many  other  difficulties,  I  did  not  hes- 
itate a  moment  to  take  it.    After  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a  conversation 
with  a  friend  about  the  responsibility  I  would 
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assume,  lie  remarked  that  my  own  State  might 
desert  me.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  impossi- 
ble ;  but  the  result  has  proved  that  I  under-es- 
timated the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  my 
■virtuous  and  noble  State.  I  ask  her  pardon 
for  the  distrust  implied  in  my  answer  ;  but  I 
ask  with  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  on  the 
grounds  I  shall  put  it — that  in  being  prepared 
to  sacrifice  her  confidence,  as  dear  to  me  as 
light  and  life,  rather  than  disobey,  on  this  great 
question,  the  dictates  of  my  judgment  and  con- 
science, I  proved  myself  worthy  of  being  her 
representative. 

But  if  the  Senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stern 
fidelity,  meant,  not  devotion  to  principle,  but 
to  party,  and  especially  the  party  of  which  he 
is  so  prominent  a  member,  my  answer  is,  that  I 
never  belonged  to  Ms  party,  nor  owed  it  any 
fidelity ;  and,  of  course,  could  forfeit,  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  no  character  for  fidelity.  It  is  true, 
we  acted  in  concert  against  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  usurpations  of  the  Executive ;  and  it  is 
true,  that,  during  the  time,  I  saw  much  to  es- 
teem in  those  with  whom  I  acted,  and  con- 
tracted friendly  relations  with  many  which  I 
shall  not  be  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  common  party  designation  was  applied 
to  the  Opposition  in  the  aggregate,  not,  how- 
ever, with  my  approbation ;  but  it  is  no  less 
true  that  it  was  universally  known  that  it  con- 
sisted of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimilar  in  prin- 
ciple and  policy,  except  in  relation  to  the  object 
for  which  they  had  united :  the  National  Re- 
publican party,  and  the  portion  of  the  State 
Eights  party  which  had  separated  from  the 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  (Je- 
parted  from  the  true  principles  of  the  original 
party.  That  I  belonged  exclusively  to  that 
detached  portion,  and  to  neither  the  Opposition 
nor  Administration  party,  I  prove  by  my  ex- 
plicit declaration,  contained  in  one  of  the  ex- 
tracts read  from  my  speech  on  the  currency  in 
1834.  That  the  party  generally,  and  the  State 
which  I  represent  in  part,  stood  aloof  from  both 
of  the  parties,  may  be  established  from  the  fact 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  the  party  and 
political  contests  of  the  day.  My  State  with- 
held her  electoral  vote  in  two  successive  Presi- 
dential elections ;  and,  rather  than  to  bestow  it 
on  either  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
distinguished  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  the 
first  of  those  elections,  she  threw  her  vote  on  a 
patriotic  citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of 
her  own  politics,  but  who  was  not  a  candidate ; 
and,  in  the  last,  she  refused  to  give  it  to  the 
worthy  Senator  from  Tennessee  near  me,  (Judge 
White,)  though  his  principles  and  views  of  pol- 
icy approached  so  much  nearer  to  hers  than 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  belongs.  But,  suppose  the  fact  was 
otherwise,  and  that  the  two  parties  had  blended 
so  as  to  form  one,  and  that  I  owed  to  the  united 
party  as  much  fidelity  as  I  do  to  that  to  which 
I  exclusively  belonged ;  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, no  conception  of  party  fidelity  could  have 
Controlled  my  course  on  the  present  occasion. 


I  am  not  among  those  who  pay  no  regard  to 
party  obligations;  on  the  contrary,  I  place 
fidelity  to  party  among  the  political  virtues, 
but  I  assign  to  it  a  limited  sphere.  I  confine  it 
to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all 
questions  involving  principles,  or  measures  cal- 
culated to  afiect  materially  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  country,  I  look  only  to  God  and 
country. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  declare  my  present  political 
position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  here- 
after. I  belong  to  the  old  Eepublican  State 
Rights  party  of  '98.  To  that,  and  that  alone,  I 
owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I  shall  stand  through 
every  change,  and  in  spite  of  every  difSonlty. 
Its  creed  is  to  be  found  in  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, and  Virginia  resolutions  and  report ;  and 
its  policy  is  to  confine  the  action  of  this  Gov- 
ernment within  the  narrowest  limits  compati- 
ble with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  States, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  Union  was  ex- 
pressly formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shall 
support  all  who  support  its  principles  and  poli- 
cy, and  oppose  all  'who  oppose  them.  I  have 
given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  the  Adminis- 
tration a  hearty  and  sincere  support  on  the 
great  question  now  under  discussion,  because  I 
regard  it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed 
and  policy,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  sustain  them  under  the  great  respon- 
sibility which  tliey  have  assumed.  But  let  me 
tell  those  who"  are  more  interested  in  sustain- 
ing them  than  myself,  that  the  danger  which 
threatens  them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another 
quarter.  This  measure  will  tend  to  uphold 
them  if  they  stand  fast,  and  adhere  to  it  with 
fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know  where  the 
danger  is,  let  them  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  1  said,  years  ago, 
that  we  were  committing  an  error  the  reverse  of 
the  great  and  dangerous  one  that  was  commit- 
ted in  1828,  and  to  which  we  owe  our  pres- 
ent difficulties,  and  all  we  have  since  experi- 
enced. Then  we  raised  the  revenue  greatly, 
when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt ;  and 
now  we  have  doubled  the  disbursements,  when 
the  revenue  is  rapidly  decreasing;  an  error, 
which,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to  the 
country,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous 
measures  be  not  adopted,  far  more  so  to  those 
in  power.  The  country  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  bear  the  creation  of  a  new  debt,  beyond 
what  may  be  temporarily  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  embarrassment ;  and  any  attempt  to  in- 
crease the  duties  must,  and  ought  to  prove  fatal 
to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  the  ex- 
penditures may,  by  economy  and  accountabili- 
ty, be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  revenue. 

But  the  Senator  did  not  confine  his  attacks 
to  my  conduct  and  motives  in  reference  to  the 
present  question.  In  his  eagerness  to  weaken 
the  cause  I  support,  by  destroying  confidence 
in  me,  he  made  an  indiscriminate  attack  on  my 
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intelleotual  faculties,  which  he  characterized  as 
metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  much  of  genius, 
and  too  little  common  sense,  and  of  course 
wanting  a  sound  and  practical  judgment. 

Mr.  President,  according  to  my  opinion,  there 
is  nothing  of  which  those  who  are  endowed 
with  superior  mental  faculties  ought  to  be  more 
cautious,  than  to  reproach  those  with  their  de- 
ficiency to  whom  Providence  has  been  less  lib- 
eral. The  faculties  of  our  mind  are  the  imme- 
diate gift  of  our  Creator,  for  which  we  are  no 
farther  responsible  than  for  their  proper  culti- 
vation, according  to  our  opportunities,  and  their 
proper  application  to  control  and  regulate  our 
actions.  Thus  thinking,  I  trust  I  shall  be  the  last 
to  assume  superiority  on  my  part,  or  reproach 
any  one  with  inferiority  on  his ;  but  those  who 
do  not  regard  the  rule,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  observed  when  applied 
to  themselves.  The  critic  must  expect  to  be 
criticized,  and  he  who  points  out  the  faults  of 
others,  to  have  his  own  pointed  out. 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  Senator  the  charge  of 
being  metaphysical.  I  cannot  accuse  him  of 
possessing  the  powers  of  analysis  and  generali- 
zation, those  higher  faculties  of  the  mind,  (called 
metaphysical  by  those  who  do  not  possess 
them,)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into  their 
elements  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist 
in  the  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the 
bodies  that  surround  us  in  the  material  world ; 
and  without  which  those  deep  and  hidden  caus- 
es which  are  in  constant  action,  and  producing 
such  mighty  changes  in  the  condition  of  socie- 
ty, would  operate  unseen  and  undetected.  The 
absence  of  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is 
conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator's  public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  traced 
that  he  prefers  the  specious  to  the  solid,  and 
the  plausible  to  the  true.  To  the  same  cause, 
combined  with  an  ardent  temperament,  it  is 
owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some 
popular  and  favorite  measure  which  he  whips 
along,  cheered  by  the  shouts  of  the  multitude, 
and  never  dismounts  till  he  has  rode  it  down. 
Thus,  at  one  time,  we  find  him  mounted  on  the 
protective  system,  which  he  rode  down;  at 
another,  on  internal  improvement ;  and  now  he 
is  mounted  on  a  bank,  which  will  surely  share 
the  same  fate,  unless  those  who  are  immediate- 
ly interested  shall  stop  him  in  his  headlong  ca- 
reer. It  is  the  fault  of  his  mind  to  seize  on  a 
few  prominent  and  striking  advantages,  and  to 
pursue  them  eagerly  without  looking  to  conse- 
quences. Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective 
system,  he  was  struck  with  the  advantages  of 
manufactures;  and,  believing  that  high  duties 
was  the  proper  mode  of  protecting  them,  he 
pushed  forward  the  system  without  seeing  that 
he  was  enriching  one  portion  of  the  country  at 
the  expense  of  the  other ;  corrupting  the  one 
and  alienating  the  other ;  and,  finally,  dividing 
the  community  into  two  great  hostile  interests, 
which  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  sys- 
tem itself.  So,  now,  he  looks  only  to  a  uniform 
currency,  and  a  bank  as  the  means  of  securing 


it,  without  once  reflecting  how  far  the  banking 
system  has  progressed,  and  the  difiiculties  that 
impede  its  farther  progress ;  that  banking  and 
politics  are  running  together  to  their  mutual 
destruction;  and  that  the  only  possible  mode 
of  saving  his  favorite  system  is  to  separate  it 
from  the  Government. 

To  the  defects  of  understanding,  which  the 
Senator  attributes  to  me,  I  make  no  reply.  It 
is  for  others,  and  not  me,  to  determine  the  por- 
tion of  understanding  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Author  of  my  being  to  bestow  on  me.  It  is, 
however,  fortunate  for  me,  that  the  standard 
by  which  I  shall  be  judged  is  not  the  false,  prej- 
udiced, and,  as  I  have  shown,  unfounded  opin- 
ion which  the  Senator  has  expressed,  but  my 
acts.  They  furnish  materials,  neither  few  nor 
scant,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  my  mental  fac- 
ulties. I  have  now  been  more  than  twenty-six 
years  continuously  in  the  service  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  various  stations,  and  have  taken 
part  in  almost  all  the  great  questions  which 
have  agitated  this  country  during  this  long  and 
important  period.  Throughout  the  whole  I 
have  never  followed  events,  but  have  taken  my 
stand  in  advance,  openly  and  freely  avowing 
my  opinions  on  all  questions,  and  leaving  it  to 
time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  approve  my 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  often,  and  on 
great  questions,  separated  from  those  with 
whom  I  usually  acted,  and  if  I  am  really  so  de- 
fective in  sound  and  practical  judgment  as  the 
Senator  represents,  the  proof,  if  {o  be  found 
anywhere,  must  be  found  in  such  instances,  or 
where  I  have  acted  on  my  sole  responsibility. 
!N»w,  I  ask,  in  which  of  the  many  instances  of 
the  kind  is  such  proof  to  be  found?  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Senate  alj  such  ;  but  that  you.  Senators,  may 
judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  my- 
self, that  I  should  suggest  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent,  which  at  the  time  were  regarded 
as  the  Senator  now  considers  the  present ;  and 
then,  as  now,  because  where  duty  is  involved, 
I  would  not  submit  to  party  trammels. 

I  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  my  pub- 
lic life,  the  war  session,  as  it  was  usually  called, 
of  1812,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  the  other 
House,  a  young  man,  without  experience  to 
guide  me ;  and  I  shall  select,  as  the  first  in- 
stance, the  Navy.  At  that  time  the  Adminis- 
tration and  the  party  to  which  I  was  strongly 
attached,  were  decidedly  opposed  to  this  impor- 
tant arm  of  service.  It  was  considered  anti-re- 
publican to  support  it ;  but  acting  with  my  then 
distinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Gheves,  who  led 
the  way,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  hearty 
support,  regardless  of  party  ties.  Does  this  in- 
stance sustain  the  charge  of  the  Senator  ? 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem of  that  day,  the  embargo,  the  non-impor- 
tation and  non-interoonrse  acts.  This,  too,  was  a 
party  measure,  which  had  been  long  and  warm- 
ly contested,  and  of  course  the  lines  of  party 
well  drawn.  Young  and  Inexperienced  as  I 
was,  I  saw  its  defects,  and  resolutely  opposed 
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it,  almost  alone  of  my  party.  The  second  or 
third  speech  I  made,  after  I  took  my  seat,  ivas 
in  open  denunciation  of  the  system ;  and  I  may 
refer  to  the  grounds  I  then  assumed,  the  truth 
of  which  have  been  confirmed  by  time  and  ex- 
perience, with  pride  and  confidence.  This  will 
scarcely  be  selected  by  the  Senator  to  make 
good  his  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  bank  of  1814-15.  That,  too,  was  a 
party  measure.  Banking  was  then  compara- 
tively but  little  understood,  and  it  may  seem  as- 
tonishing, at  this  time,  that  such  a  project 
should  ever  have  received  any  countenance  or 
support.  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of 
$50,000,000,  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what 
was  called  then  the  war  stocks ;  that  is,  the 
public  debt  created  in  carrying  on  the  then 
war.  It  was  provided  that  the  bank  should  not 
pay  specie  during  the  war,  and  for  three  years 
after  its  termination,  for  carrying  on  which  it 
was  to  lend  the  Government  the  funds.  In 
plain  language,  the  Government  was  to  borrow 
back  its  own  credit  for  the  bank,  and  pay  to  the 
institution  six  per  cent,  for  its  use.  I  had 
scarcely  ever  before  seriously  thought  of  banks 
or  banking,  but  I  clearly  saw  through  the  ope- 
ration, and  the  danger  to  the  Government  and 
country,  and,  regardless  of  party  ties  or  denun- 
ciations, I  opposed  and  defeated  it  in  the  man- 
ner I  explained  at  the  extra  session.  I  then 
subjected  myself  to  the  very  charge  which  the 
Senator  now  maizes,  but  time  has  done  me  jus- 
tice, as  it  will  in  the  present  instance. 

Passing  the  intervening  instances,  I  come 
down  to  my  administration  of  the  "War  Depart- 
ment, where  I  acted  on  my  own  judgment  and 
responsibility.  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  de- 
partment, at  the  time,  was  perfectly  disorgan- 
ized, with  not  much  less  than  $50,000,000  of 
outstanding  and  unsettled  accounts,  and  the 
greatest  confusion  in  every  branch  of  service. 
Though  without  experience,  I  prepared,  shortly 
after  I  went  in,  the  bill  for  its  organization,  and 
on  its  passage  I  drew  up  the  body  of  rules  for 
carrying  the  act  into  execution ;  both  of  which 
remain  substantially  unchanged  to  this  day. 
After  reducing  the  outstanding  accounts  to  a 
few  millions,  and  introducing  order  and  ac- 
countability in  every  branch  of  service,  and 
bringing  down  the  expenditure  of  the  army 
from  four  to  two  and  a  half  millions  annually, 
without  subtracting  a  single  comfort  from  ei- 
ther officer  or  soldier,  I  left  the  Department  in  a 
condition  that  might  well  be  compared  to  the 
best  in  any  country.  If  I  am  deficient  in  tJie 
qualities  which  the  Senator  attributes  to  me, 
here  in  this  mass  of  details  and  business  it  ought 
to  be  discovered.  Will  he  look  to  this  to  make 
good  his  charge  ? 

From  the  War  Department  I  was  transferred 
to  the  Chair  which  you  now  occupy.  How  I 
acquitted  myself  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
I  leave  it  to  the  body  to  decide,  without  adding 
a  word.  The  station,  from  its  leisure,  gave  me 
a  good  opportunity  to  study  the  genius  of  the 


prominent  measure  of  the  day,  called  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  soon 
perceived  where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it 
would  operate.  I  clearly  saw  its  desolating  ef- 
fects in  one  section,  and  corrupting  influence  in 
the  other ;  and  when  I  saw  that  it  could  not  be 
arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own  State,  and 
a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to  de- 
stroy our  institutions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
brought  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me 
down  to  the  present  times,  and  where  passions 
and  prejudices  are  yet  too  strong  to  make  an 
appeal,  with  any  prospect  of  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial verdict.  I  then  transfer  this,  and  all  my 
subsequent  acts,  including  the  present,  to  the 
tribunal  of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  confi- 
dence that  nothing  can  be  found,  in  what  I 
have  said  or  done,  to  impeach  my  integrity  or 
understanding. 

I  have  now.  Senators,  repelled  the  attacks 
on  me.  I  liave  settled  the  'account  and  can- 
celled the  debt  between  me  and  my  accuser.  I 
have  not  sought  this  controversy,  nor  have  I 
shunned  it  when  forced  on  me.  I  have  acted 
on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  continue,  which 
rests  with  the  Senator,  I  shall  throughout  con- 
tinue so  to  act.  I  know  too  well  the  advantage 
of  my  position  to  surrender  it.  The  Senator 
commenced  tjie  controversy,  and  it  is  but  right 
that  he  should  be  responsible  for  the  direction 
it  shall  hereafter  take.  Be  his  determination 
what  it  may,  I  stand  prepared  too  meet  him. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wbdnesdat,  March  14. 

Civil  List  Bill. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoEEis,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  in 
consequence  of  being  placed  upon  the  Committee 
on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department  of 
State,  it  became  his  duty  to  make  some  in- 
quiries upon  the  subject  appertaining  to  those 
expenditures.  One  portion  of  his  inquiry  re- 
lated to  the  appropriations  and  contingent  ex- 
penditures for  a  few  years  past,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  statement  embracing  the  amount  from 
the  year  1829  to  1837,  inclusive,  of  the  appro- 
priations for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Department  of  State  and  for  payments. 
It  is  as  follows : 


Years. 

Appropriations. 

Payments. 

1829     - 

-       ^22,850 

-  $24,691  44 

1830 

27,100 

21,040  99 

1831 

20,000     - 

20,213  92 

1832 

25,000 

-     31,542  39 

1833 

25,000 

28,354  14 

1834 

31,500 

29,582  13 

1835 

25,000 

23,437  82 

1836«   - 

25,000 

23,665  78 

1847 

25,000 

23,414  05 

$226,450 

$225,942  66 
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Making  a  difference  in  this  length  of  time,  in 
the  aggregate,  between  the  appropriations  and 
the  payments,  of  a  little  more  than  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  understood  that  the  amount 
of  payments  made  in  a  year  does  not  necessarily 
show  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  that 
year,  as  there  are  accounts  outstanding  from 
year  to  year,  and  sometimes  for  several  years, 
which,  when  paid,  are  included  in  the  amount 
for  the  year  in  which  the  payment  is  made. 

He  had  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  submit 
his  amendment  to  reduce  the  contingent  ex- 
penses for  missions  abroad  from  thirty  to  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  be  did  with  a  strong 
conviction  of  its  propriety. 

Mr.  Cambeelek-g  explained  that  he  had  made 
application  to  the  department  in  relation  to  this 
appropriation,  and  has  ascertained  that  there 
was  a  balance  of  only  $18,000  on  hand  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1838,  and  $15,000  of  that  sum 
would  be  needed 'for  the  expenditure  of  the 
year  1837,  not  yet  paid. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 


IN  SENATE. 

"Wednesday,  March  14. 
Independent  Treasury. 
Mr.  Beutost  said:  Mr.  President,  I  have 
opinions  upon  this  subject — opinions  not  of  re- 
cent adoption,  or  hasty  formation.  Their  ori- 
gin dates  far  back — a  full  quarter  of  a  century ; 
and  they  have  been  receiving  confirmation  ever 
since.  I  was  in  the  public  service  during  the 
late  war — witnessed  the  failure  of  the  State 
banks,  and  saw  the  calamities  of  a  Government, 
and  of  a  people,  destitute  of  specie.  The  first 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  expelled  specie 
— it  had  done  what  Mr.  Madison  said  it  would 
do,  in  that  masterly  speech  of  1791,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  answered. 
In  that  speech  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  the  disadvantages  of  such  a  bank,  these  pro- 
phetic words:  ^^  First:  Banishing  the  precious 
metals,  hy  sutstituting  another  medium  to  per- 
form their  office.''^  At  the  expiration  of  its 
cliarter,  in  1811,  it  had  completely  efiected  this 
work.  It  had  banished  the  precious  metals. 
There  was  but  ten  millions  of  specie  left  in  the 
country !  Two  great  errors  were  then  com- 
mitted :  first,  in  not  replenishing  the  country 
with  specie,  and  especially  with  gold;  secondly, 
in  falling  back  upon  the  paper  of  local  banks 
for  a  national  currency.  In  this  condition,  des- 
titute of  specie,  and  relying  upon  the  notes  of 
local  banks,  we  went  into  the  war.  The  result 
was  inevitable — the  explosion  of  our  whole 
monetary  system — the  bankruptcy  of  the  Treas- 
ury'— -the  ruinous  use  of  depreciated  paper — a 
resort  to  Treasury  notes,  on  which  the  creditor 
often  lost  33J  per  cent. — loans  on  oppressive 
terms — and  the  Government  forced  to  make 
common  cause  with  broken  banks  for  the  mu- 
tual support  of  each  other's  credit.  All  this  I 
saw.    I  saw  the  calamities,  the  humiliation, 


and  the  sufferings  of  the  country  ;  and  I  heard 
the  loud  and  insolent  triumph  of  the  Federal 
party — that  part  of  it  which  opposed  the  war 
— exulting  over  an  empty  Treasury,  an  impair- 
ed public  credit,  a  depreciated  paper  currency, 
and  the  national  degradation  for  want  of  solid 
money.  I  saw  all  this ;  and  my  head,  and  my 
heart,  both  told  me  that  the  country  ought 
never  to  be  subjected  to  such  a  fate  again. 

This  was  my  war  experience ;  and  now  for 
the  experience  of  peace.  After  three  years  of 
war,  peace  came,  and  with  it  came  revival  of 
business,  and  a  multitude  of  local  banks,  and 
at  their  head,  that  immense  ^charlatan  of  the 
monetary  system — a  National  Bank !  Off.  went 
the  whole  together ;  specie  payments  resumed ; 
confidence  restored ;  the  credit  system  in  aU 
its  glory,  and  every  branch  of  business  distend- 
ed to  the  bursting  point.  To  judge  of  every 
thing  by  a  single  instance,  it  is  sufficient  to 
name  the  public  lands,  of  which  the  amount  of 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  was  sold  in  a 
single  year  1  and  nearly  all  on  credit,  payable 
in  safe  and  solid  specie-paying  bank  notes.  In 
two  years  the  whole  of  these  banks,  the  char- 
latan among  the  rest,  were  swamped.  Then 
we  had  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  seven  years 
before.  No  specie;  no  notes  equivalent  to 
specie ;  no  credit ;  no  revenues ;  no  price  for 
property !  Tender  laws — property  laws — re- 
plevin laws — stay  laws,  the  order  of  the  day  1 
An  entire  stagnation  of  business  followed,  not 
fictitious,  but  real ;  and  such  was  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  all  produce,  all  property,  and  the 
wages  of  all  labor,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
banks,  and  the  absence  of  specie,  that  all  debt- 
ors were  placed  in  the  jaws  of  ruin,  and  most 
of  them  entirely  ruined.  There  was  no  Treas- 
ury order  then ;  no  removal  of  deposits ;  no 
veto ;  no  Jackson  administration  to  ruin  the 
country ;  yet  the  distress  and  suffering  was  act- 
ually tiien,  what  it  is  falsely  said  to  be,  and 
wickedly  attempted  to  b6  made,  at  present. 
There  is  no  comparison  between  the  state  of 
things  then  and  now. 

At  this  epoch,  this  second  explosion  of  the 
paper  system,  I  came  into  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  I  came  here  in  the  autumn  of 
1820.  I  travelled  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Potomac  amidst  the  crash  of  falling  banks,  the 
wrecks  of  a  paper  currency,  and  the  lamenta- 
tions of  a  sutfering  nation.  I  arrived  here  to 
see  a  Government  without  a  dollar,  and  bor- 
rowing money  to  pay  its  daily  expenses,  which, 
the  year  before,  boasted  a  revenue  of  forty- 
seven  millions,  and  tormented  itself  with  schemes 
to  get  rid  of  surpluses  1  I  commenced  my  Sen- 
atorial career  under  these  circumstances — cir- 
cumstances to  make  me  meditate,  and  to  make 
me  feel.  Happily,  my  associations  were  with 
the  fathers  of  the  Republic — with  Macon  and 
Randolph,  whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  and  whose 
friendship  I  possessed.  My  reading  was  that 
of  the  early  history  of  the  Government — the 
Revolution,  the  Confederation,  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution  of  '89,  and  the  workings 
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of  the  machinery  of  the  Federal  Government 
Tinder  thB  administrations  of  the  earlier  Pres- 
idents-^Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson. 
The  result  of  this  association,  and  of  this  read- 
ing, was  a  thorough  conviction,  1.  That  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  formed  by  hard-money 
men,  and  was  intended  to  be  a  hard-money 
Government;  2.  That  it  had  been  converted 
into  a  paper-money  Government,  contrary  to 
the  genius  and  intention  of  the  constitution ; 
3.  That  this  departure  from  the  constitution 
■was  the  cause  of  the  moneyed  calamities 
during  the  war,  and  again  at  that  time ;  4. 
That  the  remedy  for  these  calamities  was  to  re- 
tuto  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
as  expressed  in  the  revenue  act  of  1789,  and  to 
confine  .the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  gold  and  silver  coin 
only.  These  were  my  convictions ;  and  as 
soon  as  circumstances  were  auspicious  for  ac- 
tion, I  commenced  a  series  of  measures,  all 
tending  to  carry  back  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  to  the  intention  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  fully  believing,  that  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  require  gold  and  silver  for  its 
own  Treasury,  it  would  cause  enough  to  be 
brought  into  the  country,  and  to  remain  in  the 
country,  to  supply  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple with  hard  money  for  all  their  common  and 
ordinary  dealings  and  transactions.  It  was  not 
until  General  Jackson's  administration  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  strong  and  direct  meas- 
ures towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
object  which  presented  itself  to  my  view.  The 
sagacious  Mr.  Macon  often  said  to  me,  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  any  reform,  unless  the 
Administration  is  with  you.  The  election  of 
General  Jackson  gave  such  an  administration. 
Fi'om  that  time  there  was  a  President,  not  only 
to  favor,  but  to  take  the  lead  in  the  great  bus- 
iness of  restoring  the  constitutional  currency, 
and  my  part  became  subordinate  and  easy.  I 
had  only  to  explain  and  defend  the  great  meas- 
ures which  his  sagacity  and  patriotism  conceiv- 
ed and  recommended. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  meas- 
ures, much  less  to  enter  now  into  any  defence 
t  of  them.  A  brief  enumeration  will  suffice :  1. 
No  more  National  Banks.  They  had  been 
found  to  be  the  great  exporters  of  specie ;  and 
their  chartered  right  to  pay  the  Federal  reve- 
nues in  their  own  notes,  was  in  itself  a  clear 
breach  of  the  constitution,  and  banished  gold 
and  silver  from  the  Treasury,  and,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  demand  for  it,  expelled  it  from  the 
country.  2.  To  restore  the  gold  currency,  by 
correcting  the  erroneous  standard  of  gold.  3. 
The  repeal  of  the  act  of  1819,  rendering  unour- 
rent,  witli  a  few  exceptions,  the  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  all  foreign  countries.  4.  The  multipli- 
cation of  tlie  mints,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
coining  money  in  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  for  becoming  places  of  deposit  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys.  6.  The  suppres- 
sion, of  all  local  bank  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars.   Having  no  direct  power  over  the  banks 


of  the  States,  the  only  mode  of  accomplishing 
this  object  was  by  the  revenue  regulations  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  by  operating  on 
public  opinion  in  the  different  States.  My  own 
limit  was  one  hundred  dollars,  but  I  did  not 
attempt  to  establish  it,  because  I  knew  that  I 
could  not  succeed.  My  conviction  is  now  clear 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  bank  note  under  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Such  were  our  measures  for  restoring  the 
currency  of  the  constitution  to  the  coffers  of 
the  Federal  Treasury,  and  supplying  the  coun- 
try with  gold  and  silver  for  all  the  common  and 
ordinary  transactions  and  dealings.  The  suc- 
cess, notwithstanding  a  powerful  combined  po- 
litical and  moneyed  opposition,  was  astonish- 
ingly great.  The  reoharter  of  a  National  Bank 
sunk  under  the  veto,  sustained  by  public  opin- 
ion. The  act  for  the  correction  of  the  gold 
standard  hit  the  point  of  correction  with  such 
perfect  accuracy,  that  the  two  coins,  gold  and 
silver,  issuing  from  our  mint,  have  precisely 
the  same  value  in  the  money  market.  Under 
the  auspicious  operation  of  that  act,  our  gold 
coin  has  risen,  in  little  more  than  three  years, 
from  nothing  to  fifteen  millions,  and  wiU  prob- 
ably rise  to  twenty -five  millions  before  the  ter- 
mination of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  present  term. 
The  act  for  repealing  the  act  of  1819,  and  for 
restoring  foreign  coins  to  circulation,  has  sent 
Mexican  dollars  into  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  has  enabled  other  foreign  coins,  both  gold 
and  silver,  to  make  some  progress  in  penetrat- 
ing our  country.  Silver  has  increased  three- 
fold since  1832,  and  silver  and  gold  together, 
four-fold.  Our  specie  was  twenty  millions 
then ;  it  is  eighty  now,  with  the  prospect  of 
exceeding  a  hundred  millions  before  the  present 
term  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  out.  Our  currency 
in  existence  is  more  abundant  and  more  solid 
than  it  ever  was  before ;  but  the  specie  part 
of  it  is  suppressed  by  the  power  and  policy  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  combined  with 
the  politicians  and  that  part  of  the  banks  which 
follow  its  lead.  Acts  of  Congress  had  passed 
to  operate  upon  small  notes,  and  to  exclude 
those  under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  pay- 
ments altogether,  and  to  exclude  all  others 
which  were  not  convertible  into  gold  and  sUver 
"  upon  the  spot"  at  the  wiU  of  the  holder,  and 
without  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Public  opinion 
had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  of  small 
notes ;  and  the  Republicans  everywhere  were 
moving  towards  the  suppression 'of  aU  under 
twenty  dollars.  Such  was  the  progress,  and 
such  the  success,  of  our  measures  in  May  last, 
when  eight  hundred  banks  stopped  payment  at 
once,  shut  down  close  upon  all  the  specie  in 
their  vaults,  denying  a  ninepence,  a  picayune, 
a  five-cent  piece,  even,  to  the  Government 
whose  thirty  millions  of  deposits  they  held,  or  to 
the  community  who  held  a  liundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  their  notes !  In  the  midst  of  pro- 
found peace,  general  prosperity,  under  a  Gov- 
ernment without  taxes  and  without  a  public 
debt,  with  four  times  as  much  specie  as  was  in 
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it  five  years  before,  came  this  crash  of  the 
banks.     It  came  like  a  clap  of  thunder  in  a 
cloudless  sky.     In  one  moment,  as  it  were,  a 
Government,  -with  thirty  millions  of  revenue 
on  hand,  was  left  without  a  shilling :  in  one 
moment,  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of  souls 
was  deprived  of  ninepences  for  the  market  or 
the  post-office.     As  if  to  proclaim  their  de- 
sign to  banish  all  specie  from  the  land,  a  simul- 
taneous and  universal  deluge  of  small  notes  and 
shin-plasters  was  poured  upon  the  people ;  and 
the  significant  cry  was  set  up,  that  specie  pay- 
ments could  never  be  restored  until  a  National 
Bank  was  established.     This  cry  explained  the 
main  cause  of  the  general  stoppage,  and  the 
sole  cause  of  the  shin-plaster  and  small  note  issue. 
All  this  took  place  in  May  1837.     It  was  a 
repetition,  without  the  excuse  of  war,  of  the 
bank  explosions  of  the  war  in  1814;  it  was  the 
second  explosion  of  the  banks  since  the  war, 
and  in  profound  peace.     It  was  expected  to  as- 
tound, terrify,  subdue,  distress,  and  coerce  tlie 
country  into  a  submission  to  -the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  National  Bank !  a  result  that  would 
have  been  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  Jack- 
son's administration  brought  into  the  country, 
and  which  has  so  well  liept  up  the  value  of  bank 
notes  that  those  which  are  in  good  credit  are  now 
no  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par. 
This  third  explosion  in  twenty-five  years — this 
second  explosion  in  time  of  peace — this  loss  of 
national  revenues,  as  if  by  enchantment — this 
disappearance  of  specie,  as  if  touched  by  a  magic 
wand — roused  and   electrified   the  continent. 
The  public  mind  came  at  a  bound  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to 
be  disconnected  from  the  banks,  and  from  their 
paper  currency.     The  conviction  was  general, 
almost  unanimous,  among  the  Eepublioans  ;  a 
few  only  among  them  were  for  trying  the  local 
banks  and  their  paper  once  more,  as  if  three 
failures  in  twenty-five  years  were  not  sufficient ; 
as  if  another  failure  was  not  inevitable,  and  as 
if  another  failure  must  not  end  In  the  restora- 
tion of  a  National  Bank,  with  the  restoration 
of  the  political  party,  with  all  tlieir  principles 
and  measures,  who  go  with  that  bank.     The 
Federal  party,  of  course,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,   oppose  the  disconnection.     They 
oppose  whatever  the  Republicans  propose,  no 
matter  what.     They  were  opposed  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Government  with  the  State  banks 
three  years  ago,  when  those  banks  were  do- 
ing well ;  they  were  for  compelling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  stick  to  them  now  that  they  have 
done  ill.     This  is  the  state  of  parties :  the  Ee- 
publicans  almost  universally  for  the  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State ;  the  Federalists  almost  uni- 
versally for  the  conjunction  of  Bank  and  State. 
In  this  division  and  subdivision,  I  find  myself 
with  the  mass  of  my  own  party,  and  with  the 
Administration  itself.    I  find  them  now  where 
I  was  many  years  ago.     I  believe  them  to  be 
right,  and  shall  .stand  by  them,  and  abide  their 
fate.    If  they  sink  in  this  contest  with  the 


banks  and  the  federalists,  I  shall  go  down  with 
them. 

I  stand  upon  the  two  principles  of  the  bill — 
1.  The  United  States  to  use  the  money  of  the 
constitution  in  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Federal  Treasury ;  2.  The  United  States 
to  receive  their  own  money,  to  keep  their  own 
money,  and  pay  out  their  own  money.  I  stand 
upon  these  two  principles ;  I  cannot  surrender 
tliem ;  though  I  consent  to  take  them  one  at  a 
time.  The  details  of  the  bill  are  open  to  compro- 
mise. There  I  am  ready  to  give  and  to  take-^to 
surrender  and  concede — to  do  every  thing,  con- 
sistent with  the  preservation  of  the  principles,  to 
conciliate  the  support,  or  to  purchase  the  forbear- 
ance of  friends.  In  some  particulars  I  would 
prefer  a  change  of  details;  I  would  prefei;addi- 
tional  branch  mints  in  place  of  the  Receivers 
General — mints  that  would  answer  the  double 
purpose  of  keeping  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  coining  money  for  the  people. 

The  principles  of  the  bill  I  hold  to  he  found- 
ed in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety,  and  con- 
stitutionality, and  sustained  by  the  fullest  voice 
of  trial  and  experience.    Every  Government 
should  be,  at  all  times,  the  master  of  its  own 
property, — money  and  every  thing  else.     A 
Government  should  not  be  put  to  the  delays 
and  contingencies  of  asking  for  its  own,  much 
less  of  suing  for  it,  and  above  all,  of  having  to 
sue  where  State  laws  may  interpose  to  delay, 
or  to  defeat  the  recovery.     The  revenue  of  a 
Government  is  its  daily  support, — ^it  is  like  the 
daily  support  of  a  family — it  cannot  be  stopped 
or  withheld,  without  affecting  the  existence  of 
the   Government    itself.     Every  Government 
upon  earth,  our  own  excepted,  puts  its  money 
where  it  can  go  and  take  it.    All  other  Gov- 
ernments put  their  money  where  they  can  com- 
mand it,  where  they  can  seize  it,  if  necessary, 
and  punish  a  delinquent  holder.    We  do  the 
same  with  all  our  property,   except  money. 
Our  ships  and  forts,  our  military  and  naval 
stores,  our  public  lands,  and  public  edifices,  are 
all  in  our  own  custody.     "We  do  not  have  to 
beg,  or  bring  suits  at  law,  to  recover  their  pos- 
session.    We  keep  them  subject  to  our  own 
order,  because  the  existence,  and  the  opera-  * 
tions,  of  Government,  which  holds  civil  society 
together,  and  prevents  mankind  from  relapsing 
into  anarchy  and  violence,  will  not  admit  of  in- 
terruptions and  delays.     If  this  is  true  of  prop- 
erty, how  much  more  true  is  it  of  money — that 
daily  pabulum,  without  which  Government  can- 
not exist  a  day  ?     This  fundamental  axiom,  true 
of  every  Go^■ernment,  is  pre-eminently  so  of 
ours.     Our  Government  is  complex— State  and 
Federal— and  each  should  have  its  own  In- 
dependent Treasury.     The  present  constitution 
grew  out  of  the  Independent  Treasury  question. 
Other  causes  helped  on  to  the  formation  of  the 
constitution ;  but  a  revenue  of  its  own — a  rev- 
enue independent  of  the  States,  and  of  course 
independent  of  corporations — was  the  exciting 
and  controlling  cause  which  led  to  its  adoption. 
The  whole  history  of  the  confederation,  from 
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the  close  of  the  Revolution  to  the  year  1789, 
proves  this.  Yet  where  is  the  Independent 
Treasury,  where  is  the  Federal  Treasury,  if 
corporations  are  to  hold  our  money,  may  re- 
fuse to  pay  it  when  they  please,  and  shall  he 
backed  by  their  State  Legislatures  when  they 
refuse  to  pay  ?  To  commit  our  money  to  the 
custody  of  such  corporations,  is  to  forego  the 
end  for  which  the  Federal  Government  was 
formed;  to  commit  it  to  such  corporations 
again,  after  the  experience  which  we  have  had, 
and  during  the  experience  which  we  now  have, 
is  to  repeat  a  folly  for  which  we  have  been 
three  times  punished,  and  to  exhibit  a  fatuity 
which  announces  a  doom  to  destruction.  Up- 
on the  clearest  principles  of  reason,  of  constitu- 
tional obligation,  and  of  experience,  the  Fede- 
ral Government  is  bound  to  take  into  its  own 
hands  the  keeping  of  its  own  money.  This  is 
one  principle  of  the  bill ;  the  other  is  the  use 
of  hard  money  in  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government.  This  prin- 
ciple is  the  ally  of  the  other.  They  go  toge- 
ther, and  can  hardly  live  separately.  To  re- 
ceive the  promissory  notes  of  the  banks,  is  to 
receive  nothing  but  their  promises  to  pay  money. 
If  they  break  that  promise,  the  only  resource  is 
to  take  what  they  choose  to  give ;  that  is  to 
say,  more  broken  promises  to  pay  money,  or 
to  sue  them ;  and,  if  suit  is  brought,  State  laws 
may  interpose  to  protect  the  bank,  and  to  com- 
pel the  Government  to  take  its  pay  in  more 
broken  promises  to  pay.  Far  better  to  take 
the  promissory  notes  of  the  citizens.  They 
would  not  refuse  payment,  as  the  banks  have 
done ;  and  if  they  did,  the  State  Legislatures 
would  not  interpose  to  shield  them. 

The  Federal  Government  ought  to  use  the 
money  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Its  duty 
to  the  constitution  requires  it  to  do  so ;  its 
duty  to  the  country  equally  requires  it.  By 
using  that  money,  two  great  advantages  would 
always  result:  1.  The  Government  would  al- 
ways have  in  its  coffers  real  money ;  2.  The 
country  would  always  possess  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals.  Certainly  the  Fed- 
eral Government  owes  great  duties  to  itself 
and  to  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
It  should  not  abdicate  those  duties,  nor  dele- 
gate them.  It  should  not  expel  specie  from 
the  country  by  abandoning  the  use  of  it.  The 
experience  of  forty  years  shows  that  a  cessation 
of  demand  for  specie,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government,  banishes  gold  and  silver  from  the 
country.  This  was  the  result,  both  under  the 
first  and  second  banks  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  experience  of  five  years 
shows  that  a  demand  for  specie  by  the  Federal 
Government  attracts  it  to  the  country ;  that  we 
have  increased  our  supply  from  twenty  to  eigh- 
ty millions  in  five  years,  under  that  demand ; 
and  that  a  continuation  of  the  demand  will 
continue  the  increase  until  the  country  is  ade- 
quately and  fully  supplied.  This  is  the  way  to 
regulate  the  currency.  A  hundred  and  twenty 
or  thirty  millions  in  gold  and  silver  will  regu- 


late the  banks  and  the  exchanges;  and  that 
amount  can  be  attained,  and  ought  to  be  at- 
tained, in  six  or  seven  years,  by  a  continuation 
of  General  Jackson's  policy. 

An  adequate  supply  of  specie  for  the  coun- 
try, is  one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  Federal 
Government.  By  the  constitution,  it  is  made 
the  conservator  of  specie ;  by  abdicating  its  du- 
ties, it  had  banished  from  the  land  that  which 
it  was  bound  to  preserve.  The  States  delivered 
to  this  Government  in  1789,  an  adequate  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver.  The  first  revenue  law 
ever  passed  by  Congress,  enacted  that  the  rev- 
enue should  be  paid  'Hn  gold  and  silver  coin 
only."  There  was  then  no  complaint  of  soar- 
city.  General  Hamilton's  order  for  evading 
that  law,  did  not  turn  upon  the  ground  of 
scarcity  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the  plea 
of  convenience  in  handling  bank  paper,  and 
upon  the  policy  of  increasing  the  quantity  of 
bank  circulation.  There  was  no  complaint  of 
the  inadequacy  of  specie  until  the  first  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  banished  it  from  the 
country,  as  Mr.  Madison  and  others  predicted 
that  it  would  do. 

Large  mercantile  payments  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be,  made  in  bits  of  paper,  rep- 
resenting masses  of  property.  He  is  a  nin- 
ny, or  believes  others  to  be  ninnies,  who  talks 
about  merchants  spending  their  time  in  count- 
ing piles  of  dollars,  one  by  one.  If  masses  of 
specie  are  to  be  paid,  it  is  done  in  bulk,  in  kegs, 
or  bags,  or  by  weighing,  or  by  a  transfer  of 
credit  on  the  books  of  a  bank.  Bills  of  ex- 
change, receipts,  or  certificates,  representing 
masses  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  grain,  fiour, 
beef,  pork,  lead,  cattle,  &c.,  make  the  great  pay- 
ments. So  far  as  large  mercantile  operations 
are  concerned,  specie  is  but  an  inferior  part  of 
the  means  of  payments.  "With  the  body  of  the 
community,  it  is  different.  Specie  is,  or  should 
be,  the  main  part  of  their  payments,  and  with 
every  Government,  it  should  be  the  sole  in- 
strument of  payments.  As  to  banks,  it  is  in 
vain  for  them  to  expect  to  live  upon  confidence. 
Those  that  attempt  it  will  share  the  fate  of  the 
Irishman's  mare,  which  her  master  undertook 
to  make  live  upon  a  straw  a  d&y.  One-third  in 
specie,  for  all  its  liabilities  in  circulation  and 
deposits,  is  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
With  less  than  that  proportion  the  bank  holds 
herself  to  be  unsafe ;  with  that  proportion  in 
hand,  she  expects  to  make  up  the  other  two- 
thirds,  if  ran  upon,  out  of  the  debts  due  her, 
her  credit  to  borrow,  and  Government  aid  in 
exchequer  bills.  Scarcely  a  bank  in  the  United 
States  undertakes  to  come  up  to  the  Bank  of 
England  standard  of  safety.  The  Legislature 
of  Louisiana  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen 
attempting  to  establish  that  standard.^ 

There  is  a  concerted  attempt  at  this  time  in 
the  United  States  to  decry  specie ;  to  ridicule 
it,  to  vilify  it,  to  suppress  it,  and  to  banish  it. 
Gold,  especially,  is  the  object  of  the  vilifica- 
tion of  this  party — that  gold  which  stands  first 
named  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
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and  which,  from  the  earhest  records  of  the  hu- 
man race,  has  been  the  chosen  money  of  the 
world.  I  do  not  envy  that  party  their  assiduous 
labors  in  the  defamation  of  the  precious  metals. 
I  do  not  fear  the  success  of  their  exertions.  I 
do  not  fear  even  that  they  will  ever  succeed  in 
making  themselves  turn  tlieir  backs  upon  the 
smallest  piece  of  gold  or  silver  which  is  offered 
for  their  acceptance.  The  necessity  of  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  the  precious  metals  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  the 
only  money  which  it  is  safe  for  the  body  of  the 
people  to  handle.  It  is  the  main  basis  for  the 
operations  of  a  bank ;  and  it  is  the  only  stand- 
ard or  measure  of  values.  One  of  the  highest 
functions  of  money  is  to  measure  values.  That 
is  a  function  which  paper  cannot  perform.  The 
measure  of  values  must  itself  possess  intrinsic 
value,  and  must  itself  be  free  from  sudden  or 
material  variations  of  value.  It  must  have  a  uni- 
form and  a  universal  value.  As  well  might 
you  attempt  to  make  a  measure  of  lengths  out 
of  that  which  has  no  length,  a  measure  of 
weights  out  of  that  which  has  no  weight,  a 
measure  of  quantities  out  of  that  which  has  no 
capacity  to  hold  any  quantity,  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  measure  of  values  out  of  that  which 
has  no  intrinsic  value.  The  precious  metals 
alone  can  constitute  a  measure  of  values ;  pa- 
per money  can  measure  the  value  of  nothing, 
not  even  of  itself;  its  own  value  is  eternally 
measured  by  its  relation — by  its  convertibility 
— into  specie.  Its  want  of  intrinsic  value,  its 
liability  to  be  made  in  any  quantity,  or  to  be 
diminished  in  any  quantity,  and  its  liability  to 
total  destruction,  entirely  disqualifies  it  for  the 
high  function  of  a  measure  of  values. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
vested  Congress  with  authority  to  prescribe  a 
uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the -whole  Union.  Congress  has  not  exercised 
that  power ;  but  the  common  feeling  of  the 
people  has  supplied  the  defect  of  Federal  legis- 
lation. In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  they  use  the 
same  weights  and  measures.  A  pound  is  a 
pound,  a  bushel  is  a  bushel,  a  yard  is  a  yard, 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
The  constitution -has  also  vested  Congress  with 
authority  to  regulate  the  value — not  of  curren- 
cy^ for  there  is  no  such  word  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  which  can  be  made  to  in- 
clude paper  currency — but  to  regulate  the  value 
of  the  coin  of  our  own  mint,  and  also  of  foreign 
coin.  This  power  for  forty-five  years,  that  is 
to  say,  from  1789  to  1834,  was  so  erroneously 
exercised  as  to  undervalue  gold  six  and  two- 
thirds  per  cent.  The  consequence  was  the  to- 
tal exclusion  of  gold  from  our  circulation.  In 
1834  this  error  was  corrected ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  gold  is  in  the  full  process  of 
restoration  to  its  constitutional  place  in  our 
currency.  With  respect  to  foreign  coins,  in-, 
stead  of  making  them  current,  as  the  constitu- 
tion intended,  they  were  nearly  all  excluded 
from  circulation  by  the  act  of  1819.  This  false 
legislation  was  also  corrected  in  1834;  and  for- 


eign coins  now  enter  largely  into  our  circula- 
tion. The  year  1884 — the  second  year  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  second  Presidential  term — wiU 
be  an  era,  a  proud  and  glorious  era,  in  the 
history  of  our  constitutional  currency.  It  will 
be  the  era  of  the  reformation  of  the  metallic 
currency.  The  year  1836,  the  last  year  of 
General  Jackson's  second  term,  will  be  another 
glorious  epoch  in  our  financial  history.  It  vras 
in  that  year  that  the  promissory  notes  of  a 
corporation  ceased  to  be  a  lawful  tender  to  the 
United  States  in  discharge  of  all  taxes,  debts, 
and  duties  due  to  her.  The  year  1836  is  the 
epoch  of  this  deliverance  of  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury from  the  dominion  of  a  corporation ;  but 
the  year  1832  divides  the  honor  with  it ;  for  in 
that  year  was  the  blow  struck — the  heroic  veto 
applied — which  effected  the  deliverance.  Three 
noble  acts  have  been  performed ;  but  a  fourth 
remains  to  be  achieved  to  consummate  the  du- 
ties of  the  Federal  Government  in  relation  to 
the  currency.  The  error  of  Mr.  Madison's  ad- 
ministration, at  the  expiration  of  the  existence 
of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  must  not 
be  repeated.  The  notes  of  the  local  banks 
must  not  be  made  a  national  currency !  That 
error  ruined  the  country  in  1814  and  in  1819, 
and  the  repetition  of  it  again  ruined  it  in  1837. 
Three  times,  in  twenty-five  years,  has  that 
error  deprived  the  Treasury  of  its  revenues, 
the  country  of  a  measure  of  values,  and  render- 
ed nugatory  the  uniformity  of  weights  and 
measures,  in  which  the  whole  Union  had  agreed. 
The  effect  upon  the  community  has  been  the 
same  as  if  every  seller  had  possessed  the  priv- 
ilege, and  had  exercised  it,  of  altering  his 
weights  and  measures  at  his  pleasure ;  length- 
ening or  shortening  his  yard-stick ;  enlarging 
or  i-educing  his  bushel ;  diminishing  or  increas- 
ing his  pound-weight  with  every  sale,  and  pre- 
cisely as  it  suited  his  own  interests  in  every 
instance.  This  is  an  enormous  and  a  crying 
evil,  the  parent  of  unnumbered  impositions  up- 
on the  whole  community ;  and  especially  upon 
the  weaker  part.  In  paying  double  for  the 
necessaries  of  life,  the  effect  has  been  precisely 
the  same  as  if  the  purchaser  had  received  but 
half  a  pound,  half  a  yard,  and  half  a  bushel, 
when  he  paid  for  a  full  pound,  a  full  yard,  and 
a  full  bushel.  But,  sir,  I  drop  this  disquisition. 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  carry  me  too  far,  at  the 
present  moment,  into  the  workings  of  the  pa- 
per system.  I  drop  it  with  remarking,  that 
the  arbitrary  debasement  of  the  current  coin, 
formerly  practised  by  some  European  Kings, 
and  latterly  by  some  Turkish  Sultans,  was  in- 
nocent and  harmless,  compared  to  the  mischief 
done  in  our  own  country  by  the  loss  of  a  meas- 
ure of  values,  and  the  consequent,  or  equivalent, 
destruction  of  all  the  measures  of  quantities. 
The  thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  man,  invested 
with  no  legislative  character,  may  say,  that 
paper  money  is  lighter  than  gold  and  silver ; 
that  paper  will  buy  any  thing  that  gold  and 
silver  will  buy ;  that  he  does  not  care  what  his 
money  is  made  of,  provided  it  will  pay  his 
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debts.  The  unreflecting  man  may  talk  in  this 
way ;  but  the  statesman  must  look  at  money 
in  its  exalted  character  of  a  measure  of  values ; 
and  if  that  measure  is  lost  or  destroyed  by  his 
management,  he  commits  a  great  error,  and  in- 
flicts a  great  injury  upon  the  entire  comnmni- 
ty.  We  have  lost  that  measure.  The  Federal 
Government  has  occasioned  its  loss.  The  use 
of  paper  at  the  Federal  Treasury  has  banished 
coin — has  set  an  example  ■which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  States,  and  by  every  indi- 
vidual— until  paper  has  banished  coin,  and  made 
itself  a  forced  tender  in  every  payment.  Paper 
money  is  now  the  actual  currency  of  the  land. 
It  is  the  medium  of  all  payments ;  and,  being 
no  measure  of  values,  there  is  no  stability  of 
prices.  Every  thing  fluctuates.  Trade  is  sub- 
jected to  the  hazards  of  gambling.  The  rem- 
edy for  this  evil — the  means  for  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  measure  of  values — is  for  the 
Federal  Government  to  use  the  true  measure 
itself.  In  supplying  itself  with  the  true  meas- 
ure, it  will  cause  the  whole  country  to  be  sup- 
plied. ITo  nation  can  saturate  itself  with  gold 
and  silver  more  easily  than  the  United  States. 
The  hundred  millions  of  exportable  products, 
annually  sent  abroad — to  say  nothing  of  domes- 
tic mines  and  the  supplies  brought  in  by  emi- 
grants— will  bring  back  an  annual  supply  of  12 
or  15  millions.  We  have  but  to  invite  its 
presence,  by  creating  a  demand  for  it,  and  8  or 
10  millions  of  this  amount  will  annually  remain 
with  us  until  the  national  supply  is  fuU  and 
complete. 

HOUSE  01?  REPRESENTATIVES 

Tetiesdat,  March  15. 

Death  of  the  Hon.  Timothy  Jarvis  Carter. 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  addressed  the  Chair  : 
Mr.  Spbakee  :  These  badges  of  mourning 
which  we  still  wear,  denote  that  Death  has 
lately  been  in  the  midst  of  us.  Again  his  ar- 
row has  flown ;  and  again  has  the  fatal  shaft 
been  sent,  with  unerring  aim,  into  a  small,  and 
already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  melancholy 
office  to  announce  that,  since  the  last  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  Timothy 
Jaevis  Oaetee,  then  one  of  its  members,  from 
the  State  of  Maine,  has  surrendered  up  to  the 
Being  who  gave  it  a  life  upon  which  many 
anxious  hopes  depended,  and  for  whose  pres- 
ervation many  an  ardent  prayer  had  gone  up 
to  the  Father  of  all  spirits.  He  died  last  even- 
ing, at  ten  o'clock,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city, 
after  a  sickness  of  not  very  protracted  duration, 
but  of  great  and  excruciating  intensity  of  suf- 
fering and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous 
Providence  are  inscrutable,  and  while  we  bow 
in  submission,  we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep 
and  solemn  awe. 

Our  deceased  friend  and  colleague  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  and  the  district  which,  so  late- 
ly, he  represented  in  this  branch  of  Congress ; 
and  lie,  therefore,  brought  with  him  the  confi- 


dence, largely  bestowed,  of  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earliest  years.  Well  did  he 
deserve  it.  His  character  for  probity,  integrity, 
Sprightness,  morality,  was  free  from  spot  or 
blemish.  His  principles  were  well  founded.- 
Loving  the  country  of  his  birth,  and  its  insti- ' 
tutions,  with  all  his  heart,  he  pursued  with 
fidelity  such  measures  as  his  judgment  deemed 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
one  and  the  durability  of  the  other.  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession — faithful,  just,  discrimi- 
nating, attentive,  humane,  in  its  practice. 

Of  manners  mild,  courteous,  affable ;  and  a 
temper  kind,  conciliating,  patient,  he  won  re- 
spect and  attachment,  even  from  those  who 
differed  with  him  in  matters  of  opinion ;  and 
probably  there  lives  not  a  human  being  who 
has  a  single  resentment,  or  one  unkind  recollec- 
tion, to  bury  in  his  grave.  He  has  gone,  in  the 
strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  maturity  of 
his  intellect,  the  road  that  all  must  once  pass  : 

" — calcanda,  seme],  via  lethi." 

The  ties  that  bound  him  to  life  are  severed 
forever,  as  all  human  ties  must  be  severed. 

"  Linquenda  tellus,  et  domus,  et  amaus 
Uxor ;  neque  liarum,  quas  colis,  arborum 
Te,  prteter  invisas  cupressos 
Ulla,  brevem  dominum  sequeter." 

Although,  -when  his  eyes  opened  for  the  last 
time  upon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not 
upon  his  own  native  hills ;  though  the  sod 
which  shall  cover  him  will  not  freshen  in  the 
same  influences  which  clothe  them  in  verdure 
and  beauty ;  though  he  died  far  from  his  home, 
the  companions  and  the  brothers  of  his  child- 
hood were  ,with  him — the  sharer  of  his  joys, 
the  solace  of  his  griefs,  stood  by  him ;  and  the 
hand  which  could  best  do  it  assuaged  the  bitter 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  earthly  sounds 
which  fell  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  kindness,  and  affection,  and  support — tones 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove 
to  pierce  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death. 
Tears  shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  sighs  be 
heaved  over  his  lifeless  form ;  tears  not  more 
scalding,  sighs  not  deeper  drawn,  because  not 
mingled  "with  any  bitter  recollections — any 
unavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  could  have  availed — if 
devoted  fraternal  sympathy  and  care — if 
constant,  abiding,  self-sacrificing  affection, 
triumphing  over  exhausted  nature,  and  bear- 
ing up  a  feeble  frame,  unconscious  of  weari- 
ness, through  long  and  painful  vigils,  could  have 
saved  his  life,  he  would  long  have  been  spared 
to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  his  death,  and 
to  the  State  and  to  the  coimtry  which  he  served. 
To  that  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas !  how 
little  will  it  avail!— our  sincere  sympathy  and 
condolence.  He  has  gone  from  this  place  of 
earthly  honors  and  human  distinctions,  to  a 
seat  in  that  "house  which  is  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens." 

As  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  many  vir- 
tues, and  of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  I  move 
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the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  which  I  now 
submit : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  iriU 
attend  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J.  Cartek,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
at  12  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Timothy  J. 
Carter,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to ; 
and  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Saturday. 


[25th  Cono. 


IN  SEITATE. 

TnuESDAT,  March  15. 

Death  of  the  Eon.  T.  J.  Carter. 

Mr.  EuGGLEs  addi-essed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  President:  The  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  just  read,  communi- 
cating the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Timothy  J.  Oabtee,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Maine,  imposes  on  me 
the  duty,  which  I  cannot  perform  without  the 
deepest  emotion,  of  moving  the  custo"mary  res- 
olutions of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. He  died  last  evening  at  the  hour  of 
ten,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  much 
severe  but  patient  suffering— at  peace  with  all, 
at  variance  with  none. 

I  know  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  usu- 
ally been  improved  to  pronounce  eulogies  on 
the  characters  of  deceased  members ;  but  the 
painful  emotions  which  have  been  awakened 
by  the  last  sad  adieu  of  an  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  but  poorly  qualifies  me  to  speak  at 
this  time,  and  in  this  place,  of  his  manly  vir- 
tues,^ his  purity  of  heart,  the  engaging  mildness 
of  his  disposition,  the  unusual  excellence  of  the 
character  he  maintained  in  all  his  domestic  and 
social  relations.  It  is  biit  to  say,  what  all  who 
knew  him  as  I  have  known  liim  would  say, 
tha,t  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  strictest  moral  rectitude,  in  the 
upright,  faithful,  conscientious  performance  of 
every  duty  connected  with  his  station  in  soci- 
ety. 

Though  yet  scarcely  past  the  morning  of  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  proofs  of  the 
estimation  in  which  his  talents  and  probity 
were  held  by  the  people  and  the  councils  of  his 
State. 

As  a  representative,  he  has  been  devotedly 
faithful  to  his  trust,  and  fully  justified  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  virtue  and  patriotism. 
He  sought  not  high  political  distinction.  He 
was  unambitious  of  renown,  but  guided  his 
footsteps  by  that  calm  and  steady  light  which 
shines  all  along  the  pathway  of  duty  and  use- 
fulness. 

He  inherited  his  virtue  from  a  highly  respect- 


able parentage,  and  has  left  a  wide  circle  of 
attached  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  his 
exit ;  three  of  whom,  under  the  ready  impulses 
of  fraternal  affection,  obeyed  the  earliest  sum- 
mons to  his  sick  bed.  Alas !  it  was  but  to  wit- 
ness, with  poignant  grief,  the  closing  scene  in 
the  brief  drama  of  human  existence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father;  but  how 
can  I  presume  here  to  speak  of  the  agonized 
feelings  of  her,  who,  whilst  she  caught  his 
latest  sigh,  felt  that,  as  in  life,  so  almost  in 
death,  his  destinies  were  her  own ! 

With  the  deceased,  life's  fleeting  shadow  has 
passed  by,  and  eternity  has  opened  its  broad 
portals.  Nothing  now  remains  but  the  tears 
of  relatives,  the  regrets  and  sympathies  of 
friends,  and  the  moral  influence  of  his  examnle 
for  all.  ^ 

The  usual  resolutions  were  then  adopted,  that 
the  Senate  would  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Mr.  Oaeteb,  and  go  into  mourning,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Saturday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Satuedat,  March  17. 

General  Geobge  M.  Keim,  a  member  elected 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
MuHLENBEEG,  took  his  Seat. 


IX  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  21. 

Independent  Treasury. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Independent  Treasury  biH,  when  Mi-.  South- 

AED  resumed  his  argument,  in  opposition  to  the 

bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Eives's 
amendment : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Prentiss,  Eives,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Web- 
ster, and  White — 20. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 29. 

Mr.  Peeston,  after  the  result  of  the  vote  was 
announced,  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
asked  permission  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  substitute. 

The  Vice  Peesident  said,  if  there  was  no 
objection  made,  he  would  direct  the  Secretary 
to  record  the  name. 

_  Mr.  Benton-  objected.  He  had  been  there 
eighteen  years,  and  had  uniformly  opposed 
every  motion  of  that  kind.  He  thought  it  es- 
tablished a  bad  precedent  to  permit  Senators 
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to  record  their  names  after  tlie  vote  had  been 
taken,  and  the  result  made  known. 

Mr.  Gbdndt  wished  the  Senator  would  forego 
his  objections,  and  instanced  a  case  during  the 
present  session,  where  he  had  his  name  recorded 
by  one  of  the  reporters  as  voting  against  a 
measure,  when,  in  fact,  he  had  not  voted  at  all. 
On  the  next  morning  he  stated  the  matter  to 
the  Senate,  and  asked  permission  to  have  his 
name  recorded  in  the  affirmative,  which  was 
granted. 

Mr.  King  was  desirous  that  courtesy  should 
be  extended  to  the  Senator,  and  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  record  his  vote ;  and  the  course  was 
the  less  objectionable,  as  the  result  could  not 
be  varied  by  granting  the  permission. 

Mr.  Benton  was  inflexible ;  he  had  (as  he 
before  observed)  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
pursued  the  same  policy,  and  could  not  consent 
to  yield  the  point  now.  He  would  so  far  yield, 
however,  as  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  by 
■which  means  the  same  object  could  be  more 
safely  attained. 

On  Mr.  Benton's  motion,  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Eives's  amendment  was 
ordered ;  and  the  question  was  again  taken  on 
Mr.  RivEs's  substitute,  and  it  was  rejected — 

Yeas.— ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nich- 
olas, Prentiss,  Rives,  Kobbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  and  White— 22. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young.— 30. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

TtJESDAT,  March  2T. 
TJie  Independent  Treasury. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
impose  additional  duties  as  depositaries  upon 
certain  public  officers,  to  appoint  receivers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title — 

Mr.  CAMBEELENa  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion,  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Patton  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

The  vote  resulted  in — yeas  106,  nays  98,  (38 
members  being  absent,  the  House,  with  the 
Speaker,  consisting  of  242,)  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  William  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Dcberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 


ham, Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  Kilgore, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Mitchell,  Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Peck,  PhiUips, 
Pope,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Yorke- 106. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  DeGraff,  Drom- 
goole,  Duncan,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Geo.  N.  Keim,  Kemble,  Legare, 
Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Pren- 
tiss, Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer, 
Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Wor- 
thingtou,  and  Yell — 98. 

So  the  Senate  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Monday,  April  2. 

Decease  of  the  Son.  Isaac  McKim. 

Mr.  HowAED  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speakee  :  I  rise  to  perform  a  duty,  the 
painful  extent  of  which  I  did  not  fully  appre- 
ciate until  the  present  moment.  It  is  from  the 
effort  required  to  control  the  feelings  which  are 
struggling  for  the  mastery,  that  I  am  made 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task.  Sir,  my 
friend  and  colleague,  who  lightened  the  toils 
and  shared  the  responsibilities  of  our  joint  repre- 
sentation, is  no  more.  After  a  brief  but  severe 
illness,  Isaac  MoKim  expired  yesterday  morn- 
ing, meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his  ap- 
proaching end  for  many  days  previous  to  its 
occurrence,  he  looked  steadily  at  death  as  he 
drew  near,  step  by  step,  with  that  unflinching 
courage  which  a  quiet  conscience  only  can  give. 
Feeling  and  knowing,  as  I  now  feel  and  know, 
that  he  had  tried  to  do  his  duty,  he  looked 
forward  without  alarm,  because  he  looked 
backward  without  self-reproach.  His  course 
through  life  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct 
in  this  House,  where,  I  am  sure,  he  has  not  left 
an  unkind  feeling  in  the  breast  of  a  single 
member.  Engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of 
commerce  from  an  unusually  early  period  of 
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life,  he  was  one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  of  that 
enterprising  class  of  merchants,  whose  hazard- 
ous, but  successful  industry,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  built  up,  at  the  same  time,  their  own  for- 
tunes and  the  prosperity  of  the  city  which  we 
partly  represented  upon  this  floor ;  but  the 
liberality  with  which  he  dispensed  his  gains 
around  him,  was  equal  to  the  sagacity  which 
he  manifested  in  their  acquisition.  Two  public 
schools,  one  founded  by  his  father  and  the  other 
by  himself,  have  long  made  his  name  blessed 
by  the  destitute  widow,  to  whose  children  the 
rich  gift  of  education  was  thus  benevolently 
and  wisely  imparted.  The  two  hundred  orphan 
boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the  school 
of  IsAAo  MoKiM,  may  perhaps  be  unconscious 
of  the  loss  which  they  have  sustained,  but  the 
tears  of  their  widowed  mothers,  shed  in  secret 
sorrow,  will  attest  their  mingled  gratitude  and 
regret.  Sir,  to  rescue  from  the  temptations  and 
dangers  of  idleness  and  ignorance,  any  portion 
of  the  youth  of  our  country,  is  to  effect  a  work 
in  which  patriotism  and  philanthropy  eminently 
unite.  But  it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone 
that  the  kindheartedness  of  my  deceased  friend 
was  manifested.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single 
individual  in  our  extensive  population  whose 
loss  will  be  more  felt  or  deplored.  He  has 
passed  through  life  with  such  an  unstained 
character,  that  all  men  of  integrity  knew  him 
to  bo  their  proper  associate.  MUd  and  cour- 
teous in  his  deportment  towards  others,  he  fol- 
lowed, as  a  guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  sin- 
cerity and  honesty  of  purpose,  upon  which  his 
friends  never  counted  in  vain. 

Next  to  his  family,  Mr.  Speaker,  his  loss  falls 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  the  same 
constituency,  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  in 
the  habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communica- 
tion with  each  other  upon  every  topic  relating 
to  our  public  duties,  and  upon  his  strong  saga- 
city I  have  been  accustomed  greatly  to  rely. 
His  untiring  attention  to  business  has  long  been 
conspicuous  in  this  House.  No  care,  no  time, 
no  labor  seemed  to  him  too  great  to  be  devoted 
to  the  public  service.  In  this  House,  amongst 
his  constituents,  in  his  State,  and  by  his  coun- 
try, his  absence  will  be  felt.  It  oiJy  remains 
for  us  to  pay  such  respect  to  his  memory  as  is 
due  to  it,  and,  for  that  purpose,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  members  and 
officers  of  this  House  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
Isaac  McKim,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  ftom  the  State  of  Maryland,  at  H  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral 
of  Isaac  McKim,  deceased. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  members  and  offi- 
cers of  this  House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Isaac  McKim,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  when  the  House  ad- 
journ to-day,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 


The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


rs  SENATE. 

Monday,  April  2. 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  McEim. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Isaac  MoKim,  a  member  of  that  House 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  lis  fu- 
neral would  take  place  from  their  hall  at  11 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ghiotdt  addressed  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Peesidbnt  :  In  the  absence  of  both  the 
Senators  from  Maryland,  1  have  been  requested 
by  the  delegation  in  the  other  House  from  that 
State  to  move  a  concurrence  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  in  honor 
of  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

A  few  days  since  he  was  amongst  us,  in  all 
the  vigor  of  health.  Within  a  few  hours  only 
before  his  death,  he  was  actually  engaged  in 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  as- 
signed him  by  his  country.  He  is  now  gone ; 
and  those  who  esteemed  him  and  loved  him, 
will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McKiM  was  emphatically  the  author  of 
his  own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  in  very 
moderate  circumstances,  without  the  patronage 
of  influential  friends.  His  industry  and  energy, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  clear  and  discriminat- 
ing intelleot,  enabled  him  to  amass  a  fortune, 
not  only  ample,  but  magnificent. 

He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  property, 
hut  he  knew  how  to  use  it.  The  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  in  him  did  not  beget  the  passion 
of  avarice.  Go  to  the  city  of  his  residence, 
and  the  inhabitants  can  point  out  innumerable 
instances  of  his  noble  charities,  and  monuments 
of  his  munificence  and  liberality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  He  had  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  his  State,  and  he  had  often  been 
elected  to  fill  the  station  he  lately  occupied. 
We,  his  associates,  knew  that,  although  he  was 
unassuming  and  unpretending,  he  brought  into 
our  councils  a  stock  of  useful  and  practical 
knowledge  possessed  by  few  men. 

The  reflection  that  he  lived  worthily,  and 
died  probably  without  a  single  enemy,  will 
comfort,  and  in  some  degree  alleviate  the  sor- 
rows, of  her  who  was  the  partner  of  his  bosom 
and  sharer  of  his  joys  and  griefs,  and  those  rel- 
atives and  friends  who  now  deplore  his  loss. 

Mr.  Grtjndt  then  submitted  the  following, 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimously : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Senate  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  McKim,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Mary- 
land, at  11  o'clock  to-morrow,  and,  as  a  testimony 
of  respect  for  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing, by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 
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Thtjesdat,  April  5. 

Anti-Buelling  Bill. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
hill  to  prohihit  the  giving  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge, &c. 

Feidat,  April  6. 
Duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  duel  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  the  punishment  thereof.  The 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay- 
ton to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  punishing  the  offence  by  fine  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  and  by  imprisonment  in  the 
common  jail  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  years. 

Mr.  Linn  observed,  that  when  he  yesterday 
proposed  passing  the  bill  over,  it  was  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  bill,  and  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  who  offered  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  the  propriety  of  introducing  some 
provisions  which  would  enable  the  prosecutor 
under  this  act  to  obtain  witnesses.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  no  punishment  should  be  inflicted 
on  the  seconds  and  surgeons,  and  by  this  means 
witnesses  might  be  procured.  What  would  be 
considered  as  a  challenge  would  bo  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  settle,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  define  it  in  the  act.  Gentlemen  who  intend- 
ed to  fight  might  evade  the  law  in  the  easiest 
way  in  the  world.  They  might  send  an  invita- 
tion to  take  tea  at  some  given  spot,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  any  trivial  and  fictitious  pur- 
pose, taking  care  that  the  true  one  should  be 
understood.  He  thought  it  would  be  the  most 
difficult  thing  in  the  world  to  get  testimony. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  they  could  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty  by  providing  that  the  seconds,  or  any 
other  persons  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  chal- 
lenge, shall  be  competent  witnesses,  exempting 
them  in  such  case  from  punishment. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
would  at  once  proceed  to  take  the  question  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 
If  he  understood  the  amendment,  it  was  to 
make  the  ofi"ence  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  common  jail,  which  he  op- 
posed at  some  length,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  lenient,  and  behind  the  legislation  of  all  the 
States  who  had  noticed  the  subject  at  all.  The 
State  of  Delaware,  he  said,  from  which  the 
gentleman  who  proposed  this  amendment  came, 
and  all  the  New  England  States,  together  with 
several  others,  had  made  this  offence  felony, 
and  punished  it  by  imprisonment  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. 

Mr.  Linn  drew  his  conclusions  directly  diflfer- 
ent  from  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  If 
the  gentleman  would  show  him  a  case  in  any 
of  the  States  where  a  man  concerned  in  a  duel 
had  been  pronounced  a  murderer,  or  sent  to  the 
Vol.  xm.— 42 


penitentiary,  then  his  remarks  would  apply. 
As  he  remarked  the  other  day,  he  wanted  to 
see  a  law  passed  that  would  produce  some  prac- 
tical effects,  not  such  a  law  that  a  jury  could 
not  be  found  to  carry  into  execution.  He  had 
seen  the  effects  of  such  laws  in  his  own  State. 
There  the  punishment  for  fighting  a  duel,  where 
death  ensued,  was  death,  and  yet  men  fought 
duels  as  if  no  law  existed  at  all.  But  they  had 
now  a  law  in  his  State  which  was  more  effectual 
for  the  prevention  of  duelling  than  any  law 
that  had  ever  been  passed.  In  cases  as  assault, 
all  abusive  words  and  defamatory  language 
went  to  the  jury  in  mitigation  of  the  offence — 

Mr.  Benton.     As  a  justification. 

Mr.  Linn.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  justification ;  and  if 
that  abusive  member,  the  tongue,  was  permit- 
ted to  have  too  free  a  license,  the  same  license 
was  permitted  to  the  injured  individual  to  re- 
dress his  grievance.  He  thought  if  the  same 
law  was  applied  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  there  would  be  a  little  more  decorum 
than  he  had  sometimes  witnessed. 

Mr.  HuBBAED  thought  their  legislation  should 
be  governed  by  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
the  measure,  leaving  the  execution  of  the  laws 
to  those  who  had  them  in  charge. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  concurred  entirely 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  (Mr.  Geundy)  in  the  impropriety  of 
dragging  into  the  debate  the  recent  unfortunate 
affair  between  members  of  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  ;  and  he  regretted  that  a  single  Sena- 
tor had  thought  proper  to  recur  in  debate  to 
that  lamentable  conflict.  If  you  examine  par- 
ticular cases,  this  debate  cannot  be  confined  to 
the  recent  one :  it  will  extend  to  many  other 
similar  ones  that  have  occurred  at  different 
periods  of  our  national  existence.  The  time  of 
the  Senate  will  be  occupied  in  worse  than  a 
mere  unprofitable  debate. 

The  recent  unfortunate  affair,  he  regretted  to 
see,  had  been  seized  upon  to  feed  the  fiames  of 
party.  It  had  been  placed  on  party  grounds, 
as  if  one  party  were  duellists,  and  the  other 
not.  This  was  an  unjust  and  unwise  ground 
on  which  to  place  that  or  any  other  similar  oc- 
currence. On  this  subject  there  were  two  par- 
ties, but  they  were  not  the  political  parties 
that  divide  the  people  of  this  nation.  He  was 
bound,  in  truth,  to  admit  the  fact,  however 
much  he  might  feel  disposed  to  throw  the 
mantle  of  oblivion  over  that  part  of  the  past 
history  of  the  country,  that  neither  of  the 
great  political  parties  can  say,  we  are  all  ex- 
empt from  all  participation  in  that  mode  of  de- 
ciding personal  difficulties,  and  yet  all  parties 
speaking  were  opposed  to  this  barbarous  cus- 
tom. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  it  was  useless 
to  legislate ;  that  public  opinion  would  not 
carry  out  their  enactments ;  that  the  law  would 
remain  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  books ;  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  would  degenerate  into 
licentious  personal  abuse ;  that  it  was  necessary 
to  hold  in  terrorem  over  members  of  Congress 
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this  code  of  honor,  as  it  was  termed,  to  restrain 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties  here  ;  that 
the  common  law,  that  punishes  the  homicide 
with  death,  is  sufficient  for  the  protection  of 
society ;  these,  so  far  as  he  had  heard,  were  the 
principal  objections  to  the  proposed  measure ; 
and,  while  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
urged  with  much  zeal,  he  could  not  yield  to  the 
correctness  of  the  principles  nor  to  the  reasons 
by  which  they  had  been  sustained.  The  posi- 
tion had  been  assumed,  and  maintained  with 
much  force,  that  public  opinion  would  not  bear 
Congress  out  in  this  measure.  He  believed 
that  the  truth  was  directly  the  reverse.  Pub- 
lic opinion  was,  at  that  moment,  at  the  doors 
of  the  Capitol,  in  a  voice  of  thunder  request- 
ing, nay,  more,  demanding  of  Congress  to  ar- 
rest this  bloody  code,  to  stay  this  desolating  and 
inhuman  custom. 

The  bill  does  not  contemplate  interfering 
with  the  common  law  offence,  or  the  common 
law  punishment.  It  meets  the  offender  at  the 
threshold,  and  says  to  him,  stop  in  your  mad, 
in  your  unlawful,  your  unholy  career.  You  are 
treading  on  ground  covered  with  ignominy  and 
penalties.  You  must  surrender  your  code  of 
honor,  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  society 
under  which  you  enjoy  aU  the  blessings  that 
surround  you.  Take  not  vengeance  into  your 
own  hands.  You  shall  not  assail  the  life  of  a 
fellow-being.  Nor  shall  you  wantonly  put  your 
own  life  at  hazard.  All  the  States  had  laws 
similar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  peo- 
ple had  demanded  these  laws.  The  District  of 
Columbia  alone  remained  unprotected.  And 
shall  this  District  be  left  the  only  spot  in  the 
nation  in  which  this  work  of  destruction,  this 
waste  of  human  life,  this  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  shall  be  tolerated,  and  suffered 
to  be  carried  on  with  impunity  ?  It  was  al- 
ready said  that  this  was  an  asylum  for  all  man- 
ner of  wickedness  and  crime ;  that  members  of 
Congress,  when  here,  were  removed  from  those 
legal  restraints  under  which  they  act  in  the 
States  from  which  they  came. 

It  has  been  contended  that  if  we  pass  this 
law,  the  freedom  of  debate  will  degenerate  into 
licentiousness  and  personal  abuse ;  that  if  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress  are  not 
to  be  held  personally  responsible  to  the  injur- 
ed party  for  words  spoken  here  of  a  personal 
.character,  the  debates  will  become  personal, 
-vindictive,  and  insufferable.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
•  come  to  that  conclusion.  He  thought  the  pas- 
:  sags  of  the  bill  would  have  a  salutary  effect  on 
the  debates. 

Mr.  Sevibk  said,  that  although  he  was  no 
friend  to  duelling,  yet  he  disliked  this  bill  from 
'  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  He  believed  it  was 
a  bill  wholly  for  the  protection  of  members 
of  Congress,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  protec- 
tion afforded  them  by  the  constitution,  of  ex- 
'  emption  from  arrest  and  from  being  sued  for 
words  .used  in  debate,  wanted  the  additional 
protection  of  this  bill.  A  man  is  vilified  and 
.  abused  in  one  of  the  Houses  of  Congress,  and 


he,  of  course,  will  expect  the  offender  to  give 
him   satisfaction  in   some  way  or  other,  and 
this  bill  says  he  shall  not  have  it.     "What  then 
will  be  the  consequence  ?    "Why,  something  like 
the  affair  of  Hous1»n  and  Stansbury ;  the  in- 
jured man  will  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands, 
chastise   the  traducer,  and  then    he  will  be 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of   the  House,  from 
whence,  after  five  or  six  weeks  are  unprofitably 
consumed  in  the  examination,  he  will  be  dis- 
missed with  a  reprimand.     If  the  object  was 
solely  to  suppress  duelling,  and  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  members,  why  not  pass  a  law  to 
prevent  it  in  our  other  Territories  as  well  as  in 
the  District  of  Columbia?     Why  not  include 
Wisconsin    and    Florida,   and    our    forts   and 
arsenals?     He  thought  this  District  was  al- 
ready sufficiently  disfranchised,  and  he  would 
not  add  any  more  to  its  disabilities.     Members 
of  Congress  might  talk  of  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry, 
as  they  pleased,  and  could  not  be  sued  for  slan- 
der ;  and  now  they  would  take  away  from  the 
injured  individual  the  only  remedy  left  him.    I 
am  opposed  to  passing  laws  for  our  own  protec- 
tion, because  if  you  pass  one,  the  same  reasons 
will  operate  in  passing  another ;  and  the  next 
time  Mr.   Stansbury,  or  Mr.  anybody-else,  is 
whipped  by  Houston,  every  member  of  Congress 
must  have  a  corporal's  guard  to  protect  him  in 
passing  from  his  boarding  house  to  the  Capi- 
tol.    Now  he  would  ask  if  the  people  of  the 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  be  taxed  for 
any  such  purpose,  for  it  would  take  at  least 
three  thousand  men  to  furnish  a  corporal's 
guard  to  each  member,  and  they  must  there- 
fore have  an  additional  army,  or  leave  the  fron- 
tiers exposed.     He  was  satisfied  that  more  im- 
portance was  attached  to  this  subject  than  it 
deserved,  and  he  believed  out  of  one  thousand 
duels,  nine  out  of   every  ten  of  them  were 
fought  for  causes  that  could  not  be  got  over 
any  other  way.     He   knew  that  duels  were 
frequently  fought  for  trivial  causes,  but  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  otherwise  in  a  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases.     He  held  himself  responsible 
for  every  thing  he  said  on  that  floor,  and  he 
would  not  give  a  vote  to  take  away  that  re- 
sponsibility. 
Mr.  Clatton's  amendment  was  lost — 
Yeas. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Strange, 
Trotter,  Walker,  and  White— 12. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Eoane,  Euggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Williams,  and 
Wright— 20. 

Mr.  NiLES  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  persons  offending  under  this  act 
shall  be  forever  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
or  appointment  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Norvell  thought  they  had  carried  the 
matter  far  enough.  They  subjected  the  man 
guilty  of  duelling  to  a  punishment  of  not  less 
than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years'  imprison- 
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ment  in  the  penitentiary,  and  now  the  gentle- 
man wanted  to  add  disqualification  from  office, 
■ffas  it  likely  that  a  man  who  shall  be  imprison- 
ed in  the  penitentiary  will  ever  be  appointed  to 
an  ofBee  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  ITiLBS  spoke  in  defence  of  his  amendment, 
contending  that,  as  the  punishment  had  been  less- 
ened by  the  amendment  just  passed,  an  addi- 
tional penalty  was  necessary,  and  that  the 
penalty  he  proposed  would  most  probably  be 
inflicted,  even  if  the  other  was  not.  Mr.  N. 
could  not  agree  with  his  friend  from  Arkansas, 
(Mr.  Seviek,)  that  this' bill  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  members  of  Congress  only.  It  had  a 
much  higher  object  in  view — that  of  suppress- 
ing an  odious  and  criminal  practice,  and  of 
securing  the  perfect  independence  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people. 

Mr.  NiLKs's  amendment  was  lost — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Lumpkin,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Swift,  Trotter,  Walker,  Williams,  and  Wright 
— U. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Eoane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Tipton,  and  White — 17. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment, 
authorizing  magistrates  when  they  have  suffi- 
cient reason  to  believe  that  a.  duel  is  about  to 
be  fought,  to  issue  their  warrants  to  bring  the 
parties  before  them,  when  they  are  farther  au- 
thorized to  compel  them  to  give  bond  and  se- 
curity to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year,  and  in 
default  thereof,  to  commit  them  to  jail. 

Mr.  OLATToisr  opposed  this  amendment,  as 
contrary  to  one  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  law,  and  contrary  also  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that  no 
warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  White  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert- 
ing a  substitute,  providing  that  every  person 
who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  office  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  qualification,  take  an 
oath  that  he  has  not,  since  the  passage  of  this 
act,  been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  a 
due]. 

Mr.  Prextiss  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  '  which  resulted — 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles, 
Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  and  White — 13. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Niles, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Trotter,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young 
—19. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  third  amendment ;  and  it  was  lost — 

Teas. — Messrs.  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lump- 
kin, Merrick,  Niles,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Smith  of  Con- 


necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  WilUams, 
Wright,  and  Young — 15. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Walker, 
and  White— 16. 

The  other  amendments  were  concurred  in ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  April  10. 
South  Sea  Exploring  Expedition. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  1838." 

Mr.  Beonson  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
late  and  present  Administrations  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  and,  though  he  disclaimed  being 
opposed  to  the  Exploring  Expedition,  either 
the  late  projected  one  or  another,  he  was  in 
favor  of  having  the  bill  recommitted,  because 
he  thought  it  proper  that  the  estimates  should 
be  furnished,  and  the  sum  necessary  for  carry- 
ing it  on  made  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  general  service 
of  the  Navy.  This  was  due  to  the  country,  for 
there  had  been  upwards  of  $700,000  already 
expended,  and  the  only  result  was  that  there 
was  no  longer  an  Exploring  Squadron  in  exist- 
ence, and  the  question  was,  should  they  order 
a  new  one  to  be  fitted  out  ?  He  thought  not, 
especially  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  and  he  also  doubted  whether, 
in  the  present  state  of  feeling  towards  the 
scheme,  both  throughout  the  country  and  in 
thenavy,  any  of  those  great  results  anticipated 
by  its  friends  would  be  produced. 

He  also  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  not  from  his  want 
of  skUl  or  experience,  but  from  his  being  a 
junior  officer,  the  efiect  of  which  would  in- 
crease the  present  dissatisfaction,  and  lead  to 
dissensions. 

Mr.  Wise  suggested  to  some  one  in  favor  of  the 
expedition,  for  he  would  not  move  it  himself, 
to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provision  in  the  bill, 
as  the  House  had  determined  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  the  expedition,  limiting  the  time  within 
which  it  shall  sail.  Fix  any  reasonable  time, 
say  three  months,  or  six,  or  twelve,  or  two 
years,  or  even  three ;  but  in  the  name  of  sense, 
in  the  name  of  economy,  he  did  hope  the  House 
would  limit  the  period. 

Mr.  Malloey  then  moved — 

"  Provided,  That,  in  officering  the  exploring 
squadron,  for  which  appropriations  are  herein  made, 
the  law  of  the  25th  of  February,  1799,  be  not  vio- 
lated in  any  of  its  provisions." 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
The  bin  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
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IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  April  11. 
Belations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  "Walkee  called  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions (Mr.  Buchanan)  to  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico.  It  would  he  recollected,  he 
said,  that  this  Subject  was  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  by  a  special  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Yth  of  February,  1837. 

This  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations ;  and  on  the  18th  February 
following,  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  chairman  of  that 
committee,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  griev- 
ftnces  from  the  Mexican  Goyernment ;  the  mode  and 
manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of  the 
treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly 
confided  to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from 
the  justice  of  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result 
in  speedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed 
in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  have  recurred  which  will  make  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  what  further 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1837,  this  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
Now  we  all  know  that  this  demand  has  been 
again  made,  and  that  it  has  been  ineffectual ; 
that  new  insults  and  injuries  have  been  super- 
added by  Mexico  since  this  period;  that  her 
departing  Minister  had  grossly  insulted  this 
Government  and  country,  and  his  conduct  had 
been  approved  by  Mexico ;  that  her  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs  had  recently  published  a  re- 
port most  insulting  to  our  national  honor ;  and 
to  close  the  long  list  of  Mexican  outrages,  her 
vessels  of  war  had  recently,  in  our  own  seas, 
fired  upon  an  American  steamboat,  carrying 
the  American  flag,  and  prosecuting  a  lawful 
commerce  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly 
power.  This  vessel  had  not  only  been  fired 
upon  and  an  attempt  made  to  capture  her,  but 
the  balls  had  been  fired  through  the  American 
flag,  as  if  in  derision  of  the  idea  that  this  flag 
constituted  any  protection  against  Mexican  out- 
rages. The  flag  of  our  country  had  ceased  then 
to  be  .«ny  protection  to  the  American  citizen, 
in  our  own  vessels,  and  upon  our  own  seas,  as 
indeed  the  name  of  an  American  had  long 
ceased  to  protect  our  citizens  within  the  limits 
of  Mexico.  Not  only  had  it  ceased  to  be  any 
protection  there,  but  it  constituted  an  invitation 
to  insult,  imprisonment,  and  spoliations.  More 
than,  a  year  had  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  above  referred  to.  No  redress 
has  been,  it  is  clear,  none  will  be,  granted  by 
Mexico ;  but  every  day's  delay  on  our  part  on- 
ly witnesses  new  outrages  and  new  insults. 
Four  months  and  upwards  had  now  elapsed 
since  the  commencement  of  this  session,  and  no 


report  had  been  made  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  no  intimation  given 
when,  if  ever,  any  report  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  (chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations)  said  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jections whatever  to  answer  the  interrogatory 
propounded  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 
The  Senator  had  given  day  and  date,  and  cir- 
cumstance, and  all  connected  with  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  committee  had  reported  at  the 
last  regular  session  of  Congress  on  the  subject 
of  our  claims  against  Mexico,  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  our  present  apparent 
listlessness  was  inconsistent  with  our  former 
energy.  This  was  not  the  case.  There  was  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to 
make  a  report  on  this  subject  whenever  it 
might  be  proper. 

The  committee  had  held  a  number  of  in- 
formal consultations  on  the  subject,  and  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  proper  to 
await  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  next  step  we  take,  said  Mr.  B.,  in 
regard  to  Mexico,  must  be  some  measure  that 
may  directly  lead  to  war,  or  war  itself;  because 
he  thought  every  honorable  means  of  concilia- 
tion had  been  exhausted.  Now,  where  ought 
such  a  measure  to  be  introduced  ?  We  have, 
said  he,  examined  the  public  archives,  and  find 
that  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  day,  no  such  measure  has  originated  in 
the  Senate.  Coercive  measures  had  always 
originated  with  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people. 

He  had  made  it  his  business  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, of  the  House,  and  had  been  informed  by 
that  gentleman,  that  the  committee  had  then 
the  subject  under  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion, and  might  be  expected  to  come  to  some 
conclusion  upon  it  within  a  few  days.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  of  opinion  that  they  ought,  at  the  very 
least,  to  wait  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  felt  it  due  to  him- 
self, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  due  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country,  to  say,  that  while  there  was  strong 
ground  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  if  we 
looked  to  the  correspondence  that  had  taken 
place  on  this  subject,  we  would  .find  that  on 
our  part  there  was  much  cause  for  deep  and 
serious  regret.  "What  were  the  facts  in  the 
case  ?  A  Mr.  Greenhow,  a  clerk  in  one  of  the 
public  offices,  was  despatched  to  Mexico  with  a 
large  mass  of  documents,  containing  the  claims 
of  our  citizens,  which  were  to  be  examined  and 
reported  on  within  ten  days,  or  Mr.  Greenhow 
was  to  return.  Now  those  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  tlie  public 
ofilces,  must  know  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  carefully  examined  them  in  so 
many  weeks.  The  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  Mexico  proceeded  to  take  up  these  docu- 
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meuts,  and  examine  them  one  by  one,  admitting 
tlie  justice  of  some,  and  rejecting  others ;  and 
while  tliese  matters  were  still  in  progress,  sud- 
denly the  whole  subject  is  thrown  upon  Con- 
gress, the  President  telling  that  body  he  had 
no  further  negotiations  to  make  with  Mexico. 

■Whenever  a  clear  case  was  made  out,  he  (Mr. 
C.)  was  ready  to  enforce  on  Mexico  what  was 
due  to  law  and  justice.  While  he  would  go 
thus  far,  he  could  not  help  saying,  and  all  who 
looked  to  the  correspondence  must  admit  the 
truth,  that  the  want  of  dignity  and  the  want 
of  temper  that  had  been  manifested  by  persons 
connected  with  the  Government  in  relation  to 
this  whole  matter,  was  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  our  complaints 
against  Mexico  were  of  a  twofold  character. 
The  Government  of  that  country  had  not  only 
refused  to  pay  the  just  claims  of  our  injured 
citizens,  but,  in  several  instances,  had  assailed 
our  national  honor  and  insulted  our  national 
flag.  For  assaults  and  injuries  of  this  de- 
scription, pecuniary  redress  had  never  been 
demanded,  and  could  never  be  accepted.  No 
suitable  explanation  of  these  insults  had 
ever  been  given,  and  no  satisfaction  had  ever 
been  rendered,  although  often  demanded.  The 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  not 
touched  this  part  of  the  case.  A  gross  insult 
had  recently  been  offered  to  the  American  flag, 
of  a  character  requiring  the  most  prompt  and 
effectual  redress,  if  we  were  to  credit  the  state- 
ments published  in  the  New  Orleans  papers 
which  had  lately  reached  this  city.  It  appeared 
that  a  steamboat,  under  the  American  flag,  pur- 
suing her  lawful  commerce  in  our  own  seas,  had 
been  repeatedly  fired  upon  and  brought  to  by 
two  Mexican  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Walkbk  gave  notice  that,  if  no  report 
were  made,  in  regard  to  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  within  a  short  period,  either  in  the 
Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives,  he 
would  move  a  resolution  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject. 


Thuksdat,  April  12. 
Graduation  of  the  Price  of  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  HuBBAKD  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing :  And  all  lands  which  shall  have  been  so 
oflfered  for  fifteen  years,  shall  be  subject  to  en- 
try at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months ;  and  after  that  time,  the  same  shall  be 
subject  to  entry  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre, 
for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  and  after  that 
time  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  The  effect  of  which  is  to  leave 
the  minimum  at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the 
space  of  one  year  for  lands  which  shall  have 
been  in  the  market  ten  years  prior  to  the  30th 
September,  1838  ;  and  after  that  time  the  mini- 
mum is  to  be  75  cents  per  acre. 


Mr.  Tipton  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  If  it  did,  he  should  care  very  little 
about  the  bill,  as  the  State  in  which  he  lived 
was  interested  in  the  provision  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  Hubbaed  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  that  the  provision  which  he  wished  to 
have  stricken  out,  would  have  no  operative  ef- 
fect for  two  years. 

Mr.  Htjbeaed's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  Messrs.  "Walkbe  and  Benton  sever- 
ally addressed  the  Senate  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Tipton  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  no  person  shall  enter  more  than  one  quar- 
ter section  of  land  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  "  one  quarter  section," 
and  inserting  "  one  section ;  "  by  inserting  as 
follows : 

Provided  also,  That  no  one  shall  be  prohibited  from 
entering  any  quantity,  as  heretofore,  of  lands  embraced 
in  this  act,  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  and  a.  quarter 
per  acre." 

The  amendment  as  amended,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Eobinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker,  White, 
and  Young — 21. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  McKean,  Merrick,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Swift,  Wall,  and  Williams— 16. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESBNTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  13. 

Treasury  Notes. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes.' 

He  stated,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
that  almost  the  whole  revenue  was  unavailable, 
as  it  was  now  paid  in  the  Treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  last.  As  the 
appropriation  bills  created  at  this  time  heavy 
drafts  upon  the  Treasury,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  to  replace 
the  notes  so  paid  in  and  cancelled,  by  others  to 
an  equal  amount. 


IN  SENATE. 


Feidat,  April  13. 
Public  Lands. 
The  biU  providing  for  the  reduction  and  grad- 
uation of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  was 
read  the  third  time. 
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Mr.  Oalhotjn'  said,  as  the  bill  was  now  on  its 
passage,  he  was  desirous  of  stating,  in  a  few 
words,  the  reasons  which  would  govern  him. 

The  bill  was  certainly  liable  but  to  little  ob- 
jection as  to  the  details ;  but  he  could  not  give 
it  his  support.  He  felt  satisfied  that  we  had 
arrived  at  the  period,  when  one  of  two  courses 
of  policy  ought  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to 
the  public  lands — either  to  adhere  rigidly  to 
the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  without  making 
any  material  change,  or  to  make  a  cession  of 
them  to  the  new  States  within  whose  limits 
they  are  respectively  situated,  on  terms  mutu- 
ally satisfactory.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  that 
the  extent  of  interests  involved  in  the  public 
domain  is  too  great,  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerful  and  influential,  to  permit  the  laws 
which  regulate  and  dispose  of  the  public  lands 
to  be  the  subject  of  frequent  changes.  Numer- 
ous and  populous  as  those  States  have  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  rejoiced,)  it  was  impossible 
to  prevent  this  mighty  stake  from  being  thrown 
into  the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  from 
having  a  most  pernicious  effect  on  our  politics, 
so  long  as  they  are  under  our  control,  unless  we 
should  abstain  altogether  from  touching  them, 
which  he  found  was  impossible. 

It  was  well  known  that,  under  this  impres- 
sion, he  was  in  favor  of  ceding  them  to  the 
States,  as  the  only  practicable  remedy  against 
the  evil  he  apprehended,  and  that  under  it  he 
had  introduced  a  bill  to  cede  them.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  would  call 
up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  give  it  his  best  aid ;  and  he  did  hope  it 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vote  against  all  measures  which  provided  for 
any  material  change  in  the  land  laws,  as  they 
now  stood. 


HOUSE  OE  EBPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  April  16. 
Texas. 
Mr.  Shields  presented  the  following  joint 
preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee : 

Whereas  we  have  been  anxious  and  attentive  ob- 
servers of  the  progress  of  events  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  unmoved  spectators  of  her  late  gallant  and 
glorious  struggle  for  freedom,  and  have  seen  that 
freedom  achieved  by  those  near  and  dear  to  us  by 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  common  ancestry ;  and 
whereas  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of 
that  Republic,  an  anxious  desire  manifested  to  be- 
come citizens  of  these  United  States ;  and  whereas 
we  believe  that  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  bravery 
of  Texans  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  and  free  Gov- 
ernment, is  an  assurance  of  their  worth,  and  suflS- 
cient  evidence  of  their  qualification,  to  entitle  them 
to  brotherhood  and  citizenship  with  us  ;  and  whereas, 
also,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
these  United  States  is  a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished,  and  an  end  worthy  our  best  exertions  to 
attain,  if  it  can  be  done  without  an  infraction  of  the 


law  of  nations,  or  a  departure  from  the  policy  or 
principles  of  this  Government : 

Now,  therefore.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  That  we  desire  most  anx- 
iously that  Texas  be  acquired  by  these  United  States ; 
and, 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  informed  of  our  desire  to  acquire  the 
territory  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  the  United 
States  by  treaty  or  purchase,  and  at  such  time  as 
they  may  deem  most  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  these 
resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the  Governor  of  this 
State  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, with  a  request  that  they  introduce  them  to  the 
consideration  of  both  branches  of  Congress. 
JOHN  COCKE, 
Speaker  of  the  Haiise  of  Representatives. 
PERRY  H.  CAHAL, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Passed  Jan.  20,  1838. 


Feidat,  April  27. 
Belations  with  Mexico. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  received  yesterday,  was 
taken  up : 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

In  partial  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st  ult.  calling  for 
further  information  on  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the 
resolution  was  referred. 

(Signed)        M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  26th  April,  183S. 

[The  Message  was  accompanied  by  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  mass  of  cor- 
respondence. The  report  set  forth  the  reasons 
why  the  whole  had  not  been  sent  in,  substan- 
tially that  all  that  was  most  material  was  fur- 
nished ;  that  the  whole  was  very  voluminous, 
and  had  been  received  at  so  late  a  period  that 
there  has  been  insuflBcient  time  for  transla- 
tion, &c.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howaed,  the  whole  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 


IN  SENATE. 

Peidat,  April  27. 
Protection  to  Indians,  and  a  Delegate  to  Gon- 


On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrant 
and  other  Indians  west  of  the  States  of  Missouri 
and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  NoEVELL  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
(the  8th  section)  which  provides  for  allowing 
the  confederated  tribes  to  elect  a  delegate  io 
represent  them  at  the  seat  of  Government  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  Congress ;  and  he  objected 
particularly  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  pre- 
amble to  that  section  for  allowing  them  to  elect 
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a  delegate,  as  the  same  argument  might  be  used 
hereafter  in  favor  of  a  negro  delegate.  He 
never  wished  to  see  the  day  in  this  country  in 
which  an  Indian  or  a  negro  would  have  a  seat 
on  the  floor  of  either  House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Linn  said  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  was  intended 
tliat  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  to  attend 
to  the  affairs  of  his  people  generally,  and  to 
give  such  information  to  Congress  as  would 
enable  it  to  be  better  acquainted  with  their  con- 
dition, and  to  legislate  with  more  certainty  and 
effect  with  regard  to  them.  One  of  the  objects 
of  the  bill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 
and  to  give  them  respect  for,  and  confidence  in, 
themselves ;  and  the  most  effectual  way  of 
doing  so  would  be  to  give  them  the  incentive 
of  honorable  ofiioe  ;  and  the  committee  thought 
it  important  that  such  incentives  should  be  held 
out  to  the  ambitious  and  enterprising  of  this 
people,  instead  of  the  ambition  they  now  have 
to  become  warlike  chiefs.  The  bill  was,  in  his 
opinion,  the  most  effectual  measure  that  could 
be  devised  for  the  security  of  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas,  on  the  borders  of  which 
such  numbers  of  these  Indians  had  been  thrown, 
and  also  the  only  feasible  plan  of  saving  these 
unfortunates  from  utter  destruction.  They  had 
been  crowded  back  by  the  white  population 
until  they  could  go  no  further  west,  and  now 
was  the  accepted  time  for  the  philanthropist  to 
step  forward  and  preserve  them. 

Mr.  Ltjmpkin  urged  the  Senate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  consideration  of  the  measure,  which 
he  looked  upon  to  be  the  best  that  could  be 
devised,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
but  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  as  eminently 
calculated  to  elevate  and  improve  their  condi- 
tion. The  objects  embraced  in  this  bill  were 
not  new.  The  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress from  the  days  of  General  Washington  to 
the  present  time ;  and  by  a  reference  to  the 
public  documents  it  would  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Jeflerson,  and  all  of  his  successors,  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  considera- 
tion of  Congress.  He  adverted  to  the  two  able 
reports  made  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  said  that  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  until  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  familiar  to  every  member  of  Congress, 
but  to  the  whole  reading  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. If  this,  he  said,  were  not  enough,  the 
information  presented  during  this  session,  and 
the  able  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Tipton,)  so  replete  with  informa- 
tion and  detail,  would  be  sufiicient  to  call  the 
special  attention  of  every  Senator  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  NoEVELL  modified  his  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  provision  for  a  delegate  of  In- 
dian descent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 


ment during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  object  was  to  allow  the  tribes  an  "  agent," 
instead  of  a  "  delegate,"  as  in  the  bill,  and  to 
leave  the  compensation  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

Mr.  "White  said  that,  provided  he  could  get 
the  benefit  of  having  an  agent  to  be  sent  here 
by  this  confederation,  he  did  not  care  about  the 
name  that  was  to  be  given  him. 

Mr.  Noevell's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Morris, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Trotter, 
Wright,  and  Young — 16. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kives, 
Koane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spence,  Swift  Tipton,  White,  and  Williams — 24. 


Monday,  April  30. 

Protection  to  Iridians. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 

of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 

States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Bavis,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Wall, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— S8. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Niles,  and  Norvell — 6. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

TiTESDAT,  May  1. 
Condition  of  the  Treasury. 
Mr.    Cambeeleng   presented   the   following 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury : 

Treasubt  Department,  April  30,  1838. 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  the  enclosed  statement,  marked 
A,  showing  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
day,  as  to  its  available  resources. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURT, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 

C.  C.  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Rep's. 

A 

Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  up  to  April  28th, 
inclusive,  per  Treasurer's  state- 
ment         $9,423,959  31 

Will  probably  be  issued  30th  April  135,000  00 


9,558,959  31 
$10,000,000  00 


664 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


May,  1838.] 


Death  of  the  Hon.  Joab  Lawler. 


[25th  Cong. 


Not  issued  on  the  1st  of  May,  '38, 
about  -        -        $441,040  69 

Treasury  Notes  receiTed  for  duties,  lands,  and  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States,  per 
returns  received  at  this  office  up  to  the  30th  April, 
'38,  about  -  -        -     $5,160,000  00 

Other  fnnds  available  and  subject  to  draft,  (deduct- 
ing $400,000  in  the  Mint,  and  $590,000  Treasury 
funds,)  about  (less  than)  $500,000  00 


Thuesdat,  May  3. 

Message  from  the  President — The  Mexican  Brig 
«f  War  Ituriide,  and  an  American  Steamboat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Message  from  the  President  : 

To  the  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  : 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitted 
by  me  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  resolution  of  the  16th  ult.  respecting 
an  attack  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  a  Mexican 
armed  vessel  upon  an  American  steamboat,  having 
stated  that  no  information  on  the  subject  had  at  that 
time  reached  the  Department,  I  now  transmit  another 
report  from  the  same  officer,  communicating  u,  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Mexican  Minister,  with  an  accom- 
panying document,  in  reference  to  the  act  alluded  to, 
which  have  been  received  at  the  Department  since 
the  date  of  the  former  report. 

M.  VAN  BUEEN. 
■Washington,  IdMay,  1838. 

The  following  are  the  papers  transmitted :  ' 

Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Mexican  Legation. 
New  Orleans,  April  20,  1838. 
Sir  :  Whilst  the  notices  of  an  insult  pretended  to 
have  been  committed  against  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  waters  of  Texas,  by  the  Mexican  brig 
of  war  Iturbide,  were  confined  to  the  public  news- 
papers, and  I  had  no  documents  by  means  of  which 
I  could  repel  this  calumny,  I  abstained  from  ad- 
dressing you  on  the  subject.  But  as,  according  to 
the  papers,  the  attention  of  the  honorable  chamber 
of  Senators  of  the  Congress  of  the  Union  has  been 
directed  towards  the  charges  published  against  Mex- 
ico, by  the  passengers  of  the  steamboat  Columbia, 
and  I  am  in  possession  of  an  official  statement  from 
the  commander  of  the  said  brig  relating  to  the  occur- 
rence with  the  said  boat,  I  have  the  honor  to  send 
you,  sir,  the  annexed  extract  from  that  document, 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  submit  it  to  the  notice 
of  his  excellency  the  President.  The  captain  of  the 
.Columbia,  and  not  the  captain  of  the  Iturbide,  as 
will  be  here  seen,  provoked  the  attack  to  which  this 
note  refers,  and  the  former  should,  therefore,  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  result,  whatever  it  may  be. 

To  the  Commandant  General  of  the  Mexican  squad- 
ron : 

Bkio  Iturbide,  under  sail,  in  latitude  29°  6',  lon- 
gitude 88°  48',  west  of  Cadiz,  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  this  day,  March  24,  1838. 
At  the  moment  when  you,  sir,  announced,  by  your 
signals,  that  you  saw  sails  in  the  third  quarter,  I 
made  out  the  vessel  to  be  a  steamboat,  coming  from 
the  north,  and  I  discovered  that  she  was  not  the  same 
to  which  we  had  given  chase  this  morning,  and  which  I 


was  apparently  on  her  way  to  Brazoria,  as  this  boat 
has  two  chimneys,  and  the  other  only  one.  As  soon 
as  you  gave  the  signal  for  chase  with  all  speed,  and 
without  our  closing,  {sir  subjecion  a  famacion,)  I 
endeavored  by  a  press  of  sail  to  cut  her  off,  steering 
south-east,  clearing  away  to  be  ready  for  action,  and 
taking  the  other  precautions  ;  but  on  seeing  that  she 
was  hearing  down  on  my  starboard  bmo,  I  ordered  all 
my  men  to  take  their  proper  fire  and  cutting  arms, 
to  be  ready  for  an  attempt  to  board.  While  we 
were  thus  sailing  towards  each  other,  as  you  saw, 
our  distance  was  necessarily  becoming  less,  and  see- 
ing that  her  stem  flag  was  that  of  the  United  States, 
I  hoisted  mine  with  a  pendant,  and  fired  a  gun  with- 
out ball.  I  clewed  up  my  mainsail  in  order  that  she 
should  stop  her  engine  for  me  to  examine  her  ;  but 
this  was  not  done ;  and  as,  on  the  contrary,  her 
movements  towards  me  were  very  suspicious,  I  ordered 
another  gun  to  be  fired,  with  ball,  in  a  direction  very 
wide  of  the  steamboat,  which  was  done  as  a  notice  for 
her  to  stop.  Instead  of  doing  so,  however,  she  con- 
tinued on  her  course,  as  if  with  a  view  of  getting 
past  me  to  the  leeward.  When  I  got  within  speaking 
distance,  I  hailed  her  three  times  with  a  trumpet,  and 
she  did  not  deign  to  give  any  reply  to  either  call. 
On  the  fourth  call,  an  individual  answered,  loading 
me  with  abuse,  and  telling  me  if  I  wanted  to  see  his 
papers,  I  should  come  on  board  his  boat.  AH  this 
was  spoken  without  the  speaking  trumpet ;  and  al- 
though he  was  called  on  to  stop,  in  order  that  his 
papers  and  his  boat  should  be  visited,  he  did  not  do 
so,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  continued  to  insidt  my 
political  insignia  by  the  grossest  obscenities  and  Ian- 


la  consequence  of  the  proceedings,  I  fired  two 
cannon  and  three  muskets,  not  aimed  at  the  steamer, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  her,  that  she  should 
do  as  required.  She,  however,  took  no  notice  of  it, 
but  continued  on  her  way,  letting  off  her  steam, 
which  was  very  high,  so  near  me,  that  the  ashes  and 
some  warm  water  fell  on  board  of  my  vessel. 
"  God  and  Liberty !'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CtisniNG,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 


Tuesday,  May  8. 
Death  of  the  Son,  Jodh  Lawler. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  House : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  have  the  melancholy  duty  to 
perform  of  announcing  to  this  House  the  death 
of  one  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  the  Hon.  Joab  Law- 
ler, expired  this  morning  at  his  lodgings  in  this 
city,  after  a  brief  and  painful  illness,  which  he 
bore  with  unusual  fortitude  and  resignation. 

Less  than  a  week  ago,  and  he  was  present  in 
his  place  in  this  hall,  in  the  performance  of  his 
part  in  the  laborious  duty  assigned  by  the  peo- 
ple to  their  representatives.  He  was  yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  has  been  cut  off  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness. 

By  his  death,  his  immediate  constituents  and 
his  State  have  lost  an  attentive,  intelligent,  and , 
faithful  representative;  his  family  have  been 
deprived  of  a  husband  and  father ;  and  society 
has  lost  a  member,  whose  conduct,  in  every 
relation  of  life,  was  worthy  of  all  imitation. 
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The  deceased  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  those  who  knew  him  well,  to  an  extent 
which  nothing  but  a  coarse  of  life  the  most 
exemplary,  and  a  character  the  most  irre- 
proachable, could  have  secured. 

In  his  State  he  had  filled  several  offices  o'f 
mnoh  importance,  and  under  the  General  Gov- 
ernment he  held  for  several  years  a  trust  of 
great  responsibility.  In  all  his  ofiicial  conduct 
in  the  various  public  stations  held  by  him,  he 
acquired  a  high  character  for  integrity  and  ca- 
pacity, which  no  act  of  his  life  forfeited  or  im- 
paired. 

His  conduct  as  a  member  of  this  House  has 
been  in  character  with  his  whole  life.  While 
he  was  firm  and  unwavering  in  the  discharge 
of  what  he  considered  his  duty  as  a  Eepresent- 
ative,  he  was  mild  and  unobtrusive  in  his  de- 
portment, and  respectful  towards  his  associates. 
He  had  lived  the  life  of  a  Oliristian,  and  died 
without  apprehension  as  to  the  future. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss,  and  respect 
for  his  memory,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Joab  Lawler, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock  me- 
ridian. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Joab  Law- 
ler, deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Joab  Lawler,  by  wearing  crape  on  their  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  to-day, 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock 
meridian. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  JoAn  Lawler, 
late  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow,  at 
12  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  May  8. 
Death  of  Eon.  Joab  Lawler. 

Mr.  King  addressed  the  Senate  :  Mr.  Peesi- 
DENT :  Another  of  the  members  of  this  Congress 
has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  This  unex- 
pected event  is  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  serious  reflections.  "Be  ye  also  ready," 
should  be  impressed  upon  every  heart.  The 
Hon.  Joab  Lawleb,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  breathed  his  last  at  his  board- 
ing-house in  this  city,  about  9  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing. His  sickness  was  of  short  duration  ;  but 
a  life  devoted  to  piety  and  virtue  enabled  him 
to  look  with  calm  and  Christian  resignation  on 
the  dread  change  that  awaited  him. 

Mr.  Lawlek  was  of  humble  origin.  He  was 
destitute  of  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  educa- 


tion ;  but  a  vigorous  intellect,  combined  with 
sterling  integrity,  early  recommended  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
they  placed  him  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State. 
For  years  he  continued  to  discharge  his  duties 
in  that  situation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to 
himself,  so  satisfactory  to  those  he  represented, 
that  they  demanded  his  services  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station.  He  yielded  to  their  wishes,  and 
twice  has  he  been  chosen  to  represent  their 
interests  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  President,  his  mortal  career  has  closed. 
His  country  has  lost  the  services  of  one  of  her 
most  virtuous  citizens ;  his  bereaved  wife  an 
affectionate  husband ;  and  his  orphan  children 
the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent 
father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-stricken  family, 
I  would  say,  "  mourn  not  as  one  without  hope." 
The  husband — the  father — was  a  Christian.  He 
died,  as  the  Christian  dieth,  in  the  full  hope  of 
a  blessed  immortality.  Keep,  then,  before  your 
eyes  the  purity  and  holiness  of  his  life  :  live  as 
he  lived,  and  you  may  go  to  him ;  to  you  he 
can  never  return. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  honorable  Joab  Lawler,  deceased,  which 
will  take  place  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  and,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body  will  go  into  the  usual  mourning, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thuesdat,  May  10. 

Message  from  the  President — Twenty-eight  Mil- 
lions in  Deposit  with  Banks,  and  Fifteen  Mil- 
lions due  from  Individuals,  and  the  Treasury 
in  Danger  of  Stopping  Payment. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  a 
statement  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, by  which  it  appears  that  the  United  States, 
with  over  twenty-eight  millions  in  deposit  with 
the  States,  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  indi- 
viduals and  banks,  are,  from  the  situation  in  which 
those  funds  are  placed,  in  immediate  danger  of  be- 
ing rendered  unable  to  discharge,  with  good  faith 
and  promptitude,  the  various  pecuniary  obligations 
of  the  Government. 

The  occurrence  of  this  result  has  for  some  time 
been  apprehended,  and  efforts  made  to  avert  it. 
As  the  principal  difficulty  arises  from  a  prohibition 
in  the  present  law  to  reissue  such  Treasury  notes  as 
might  be  paid  in  before  they  fall  due,  and  may  be 
effectually  obviated  by  giving  the  Treasury  during 
the  whole  year  the  benefit  of  the  full  amount  orig- 
inally authorized ;  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be 
obvious  and  easy. 

The  serious  embarrassments  likely  to  arise  from 
a  longer  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
induces  me  respectfully  to  invite  the  earUest  action 
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of  Congress  to  the  subject  which  may  be  consistent 
to  a  due  regard  for  other  public  interests. 

M.  VAN  EUKEN. 

Mr.  Oameeeleng  remarked,  that  two  or  three 
days  ago,  he  made  a  motion  on  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  in  these  documents,  hut  -which  failed 
fi-om  its  requiring  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  He 
should  not,  at  this  moment,  renew  the  motion, 
hut  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  do  so  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  unless  the  privileged  ques- 
tion (the  duelling  report)  was  sooner  disposed 
of.  He  then  moved  to  refer  the  foregoing  papers 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  he  printed ;  agreed  to. 


FuiDAT,  May  11. 
Treasury  Notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oambeeleng,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  hill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act 
approved  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  "to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  congratulated  the  commit- 
tee on  the  resumption  of  its  labors  after  so  long 
an  interval.  The  delay  was  unfortunate.  It 
had  been  not  only  embarrassing  to  the  Treasury, 
but  highly  injurious  to  the  public  creditors,  and 
to  all  ia  any  manner  connected  with  the  public 
service.  It  is  an  extraordinary  occurrence,  that 
a  Government,  whose  actual  resources,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  annual  receipts  and  expenditures, 
were  more  ample  than  those  of  any  other  Gov- 
ernment, should,  by  mere  delay  in  legislation, 
be  unable  to  discharge  its  obligations  for  cur- 
rent expenditures. 

All  that  the  Treasury  requires  is  the  full  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  the  12th  October,  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  under  consideration.  That 
act  authorized  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  redeemable  in  twelve  months  from 
the  date  when  issued,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  Government  to  collect,  in  the  mean 
time,  an  equal  amount  which  was  receivable  in 
1838  from  our  banks  and  merchants.  Had  these 
Treasury  notes  been  redeemed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  twelve  months,  that  is,  between  Oc- 
tober 1838,  and  June  1839,  the  Treasury  would 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  its  engagements 
without  any  other  financial  measure. 

We  have  heard  much  here  and  elsewhere 
about  a  bankrupt  Treasury,  loans  and  a  public 
debt.  Such  statements  and  anticipations  are 
without  foundation.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  trust 
the  bankruptcy  of  our  Treasury,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  public  debt,  would  not  be  subjects  of 
rejoicing.  The  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  revulsion,  and  Congress  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  all  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  through  its  financial  measures, 
to  relieve  trade  as  far  as  it  was  practicable. 
There  was  no  bankruptcy  of  the  Treasury.  The 
resources  of  the  Government  were  ample,  but 
the  public  creditors  were  unable  to  meet  their 


engagements.  We  had  extended  the  credit  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  were  about  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  our  custom-house  bonds  to  twelve 
and  fifteen  months,  and  the  debt  of  the  deposit 
banks  still  longer.  Thus  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  revenue  of  188T,  and  previous 
years,  were  postponed  to  1838,  '39,  and  '40.  To 
grant  this  indulgence,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  temporary  use  of  our  credit  for  one-half  the 
amount  of  our  existing  resources.  8uch  was 
the  origin  of  the  Treasury  note  act  of  October. 
The  present  embarrassment  of  the  Treasury 
does  not  arise  from  any  deficiency  of  resources, 
but  from  the  mode  of  executing  the  act  of  Oc- 
tober. The  rate  of  interest  on  the  notes  was 
discretionary  with  the  President,  not  exceeding 
six  per  cent,  per  annum.  Had  he  directed  none 
to  be  issued  under  six  per  cent.,  most  of  them 
would  have  been  taken  up  by  capitalists  or  re- 
mitted abroad,  the  Treasury  would  have  been 
protected,  and  no  supplementary  act  would  have 
been  necessary.  But  there  existed  a  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  a  derangement  of  exchanges, 
and  severe  commercial  embarrassment.  The 
immediate  interest  of  the  Treasury  was  deemed 
subordinate  to  the  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. These  interests  were  consulted  by  fur- 
nishing the  public  debtors  with  an  additional 
medium  of  payment,  and  different  sections  of 
the  Union  with  facilities  of  exchange.  Nearly 
two  millions  were  issued  at  a  nominal  rate  of 
interest,  nearly  three  at  two  per  cent.,  and  over 
four  millions  at  five  per  cent.  They  were  con- 
.sequently  paid  into  the  Treasury  nine  months 
before  they  were  due ;  and  this  is  the  origin  of 
its  temporary  embarrassment. 


Wednesday,  May  16. 
Treasury  Notes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  House 
took  up  the  "bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  ap- 
proved the  12th  of  October,  1837,  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  reported  last 
evening,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HoFFMAif  inquired  whether  it  was  in- 
tended by  this  bill,  that  the  Treasury  notes 
issued,  and  paid  back  into  the  Treasury,  should 
be  cancelled  as  they  came  in  ?  And  will  the 
power  to  issue  expire  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1838,  as  in  the  act  of  the  12th  of  October  ? 

Mr.  Cambeeleng  explained  that,  as  the  bill 
originally  stood,  according  to  his  construction 
of  it,  it  carried  with  it  all  the  provisions  of  that 
act;  but  some  doubts  having  been  expressed 
by  various  gentlemen,  to  obviate  them,  he  had 
extended  the  clause  by  inserting  the  words, 
"  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  limitations,  and 
restrictions"  of  that  act.  Consequently,  this 
bill  would  expire  at  the  time  indicated  in  the 
antecedent  one. 

Mr.  HoFFMAK-  admitted  that  he  had  not  paid 
strict  attention  to  the  amendment  at  the  time 
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it  was  oifered.  He  expressed  his  dissent  from 
the  mode  of  relief  proposed.  Treasury  notes 
■were  objectionable,  because  they  were  unpro- 
ductive, and  always  would  be  depreciated ; 
and  quoted,  in  proof  of  this,  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Gallatin.  He  adverted  to  the  free  banking 
scheme,  which  was,  as  yet,  an  untried  experi- 
ment, and  stated  his  objections  to  some  of  its 
features.  In  reference  to  any  mode  of  relief, 
he  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  "Wise  said  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
financiers  of  the  Government  should  say  that 
they  had  abundant  means,  and  yet  should  be 
compelled  to  use  their  credit  to  raise  money ; 
and  he  made  statements  to  show  that  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  which  had  fallen  upon 
the  Government  and  the  merchants,  had  also 
reached  the  mass  of  the  community,  and  was 
most  oppressive  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
"When  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  was  first  pro- 
posed, the  same  story  of  abundant  means  and 
temporary  expedients  was  held  out,  and  it  was 
said  that  time  was  wanted  for  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  bonds,  for  the  deposit  banks  to  pay 
what  they  owed,  and  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  would  accomplish  all  that  was  desired. 
All  this  had  been  granted,  and  now,  in  the  same 
way,  more  time  was  asked,  and  the  issuing  of 
more  Treasury  notes.  He  referred  to  the  ob- 
jection that  there  was  not  time  to  negotiate  a 
loan,  and  said  he  thought,  though  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  so,  that  Nicholas  Biddle 
would  take  the  loan,  and  pay  the  ten  millions 
in  specie.  That  monster,  he  said,  had  with- 
stood the  colossal  power  of  the  Government 
when  it  was  colossal ;  and  had  maintained  tlie 
credit  of  his  bank  at  home  and  abroad ;  and 
now  that  the  Government  was  weak,  and  was 
brought  into  contempt  everywhere,  Nicholas 
Biddle  was  able  to  loan  the  ten  millions  which 
the  Government  required  to  sustain  their  fiscal 
operations. 

He  compared  the  present  issue  with  that  of 
continental  money  under  the  Confederation, 
and  called  this  the  least  valuable  promise,  be- 
cause it  was  not  prcesenti,  but  prcesenti  solven- 
dvm  infutoro;  and,  after  describing  a  note  of 
the  old  emission,  he  showed  and  described  a 
caricature  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and  inferred 
that  the  people  held  such  expedients  of  the 
Government  in  derision.  He  would  aid  the 
Government  with  all  needful  funds,  but  he  pre- 
ferred the  direct,  open  manner  of  a  loan. 
,  Mr.  Bynum  replied  to  some  of  the  attacks 
made  upon  the  Administration,  and  contended 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  obtaining  funds  was 
adopted  in  order  to  prevent  a  pressure  upon 
the  merchants,  who  had  asked  for  extension, 
and  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  oppressive  call 
upon  the  States  for  the  moneys  deposited  with 
them.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  aid  and 
relieve  the  country.  Since  the  light  of  knowl- 
edge had  burst  upon  the  world,  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  rulers  had  been  exposed,  there  was 
little  danger  that  the  people  could  be  long 
enslaved;   and  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 


enlightened  condition  of  the  age  that  the 
dominance  of  the  bank  had  been  resisted  and 
crushed. 

■Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  commented  upon 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  communication  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  continued  at  length 
an  investigation  of  various  questions  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  currency,  insisting  that  a 
loan  was  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  that  a  loan  could  be  readily  and 
speedily  negotiated  in  this  country ;  and  de- 
fending the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  purchase  of  cotton,,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  Southern  planters,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  of  the  country.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  better  to  resort  to  a  loan 
in  Europe,  rather  than  to  this  measure,  and 
supported  that  ground  by  reference  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  in  past  times,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  times  of  Washington,  Jefferson, 
and  Madison,  who  had  all  been  in  favor  of  that 
mode  of  obtaining  necessary  supplies. 

Mr.  OusHMAN  remarked  that  the  subject  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  the  hour  was  late,  so 
he  moved  the  previous  q"aestion,  which  call  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Geennell  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  was  the  engrossment  of  the  bill ; 
and  they  were — 

Teas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  BeGrafF,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nat. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Gilmore, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  Robert 
McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  MeClure,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pick- 
ens, Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Steuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tumey, 
Vail,  Wagner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell 
—106. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clark,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis, 
Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  HofTnKin,  Hopkins, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Milligan, 
Mitchell,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Pope,  Potts,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reneher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  KiJbinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,   Sergeant, 
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Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Yorke— 99. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  event 
that  they  could  not  be  sold  in  time,  then  to  au- 
thorize the  issue  of  two  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  also  to  authorize  a  loan  of  such  sum 
as  might  be  necessary  for  the  actual  wants  of 
the  Government,  until  such  sale  can  be  made. 

This  motion  was  cut  off  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  question  being  on  adopting  the  title, 

Mr.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  approved  the  12th 
day  of  October,  1837 ;  "  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fletohbb,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
insert  the  following :  "  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Government ; "  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  title,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Raeiden"  said,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
himself  and  his  friends  in  a  correct  attitude  be- 
fore this  nation,  he  would  give  notice  that  he 
should  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed.  He  preferred  the 
amendments  proposing  to  provide  means  partly 
by  loan,  and  partly  by  Treasury  notes,  to  meet 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  Government,  though 
he  should  still  vote  for  the  bill  if  that  proposi- 
tion should  be  rejected. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  May  16. 
Banh  Notes  for  Government  Dues. 

Mr.  Weight,  from  the  Oommitteo  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  joint  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  proposing  to  make 
bank  notes  receivable  and  payable  in  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
made  a  detailed  report. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Allen  would  only  observe  that  this  was 
a  very  important  paper,  embracing  a  subject  all 
interesting  to  the  whole  people  of  this  country. 
It  was  also  very  long  and  elaborate — too  much 
so  to  undergo  a  very  extensive  publication  by 
the  ordinary  public  journals  of  the  country.  To 
supply  its  absence  from  these  journals  would 
require  a  very  large  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  In  looking  into 
the  journals 'of  the  Senate  to  see  what  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  he 
found  that  the  report  made  by  the  post  office 
committee  in  1834,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  an  extra  number  of  copies,  %niounting  to 


30,000.  He  also  found  that  the  numerous  doc- 
uments appended  to  this  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  to  the  number  of  30,000.  The 
order  for  this  printing  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
vote  of  26  to  14.  Mr.  A.  here,  at  the  request 
of  several  gentlemen,  read  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  occasion  referred  to.  Believing  this  docu- 
ment to  be  much  more  important  than  the  post 
office  report  of  1834,  and  that  it,  was  essential 
that  the  people  should  have  the  fullest  informa- 
tion on  the  interesting  subject  involved,  he  was 
for  printing  the  largest  number  of  copies  that 
had  ever  been  ordered  in  that  body — which 
was  30,000. 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  himself  willing  to  vote 
for  the  printing,  and  he  only  wished  gentlemen 
to  agree  among  themselves  what  number  they 
wanted,  and  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  was 
surprised,  however,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  had  not  thought  fit  to  move  some 
disposition  of  the  resolution  upon  which  this 
report  was  made.  It  had  been  a  sufficient  time 
before  the  committee,  and  from  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  the  public  would  expect  some 
action  on  it. 

Mr.  MoEEis  entirely  concurred  with  his  col- 
league as  to  the  importance  of  the  docnment 
just  read.  He  thought  it  was  just  such  a  paper 
as  ought  to  be  extensively  circulated  to  disabuse 
the  public  mind  on  this  important  subject.  If 
he  could  call  back  the  money  which  had  been 
expended  in  printing  this  session,  he  would  will- 
ingly go  to  the  expense  of  printing  half  a  mil- 
lion of  copies ;  but  as  that  could  not  be  done, 
he  was  willing  to  go  to  the  extent  moved  by  his 
colleague. 

The  question  on  printing  30,000  copies,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Eoane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Trotter,  Webster,  Williams,  and  Young 
—23. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  King,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  and 
White— 19. 


HOUSE  OB"  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thijesday,  May  17. 
Treasury  Note  Bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Raeiden  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  announced 
by  the  Chaie. 

Mr.  Eaeiden  explained  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  voting  all  necessary  supplies  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  differed  with  the  majority  of  the 
House  as  to  the  proper  mode.  He  preferred  a 
partial  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  the  remain- 
der to  be  raised  by  a  direct  loan.  He  added, 
that  time  was  of  far  more  importance  at  this 
period  of  the  session  than  the  mode  of  raising 
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means ;  and,  so  far  from  desiring  to  bring  on  a 
protracted  debate,  he  would  himself,  should 
such  spring  up,  vote  for  the  previous  question. 
He  only  wanted  an  opportunity  for  himself  and 
his  friends  to  place  their  names  on  the  record, 
so  that  they  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Boon  thought  this  measure  had  already 
been  debated  long  enough ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  the  previous  question.  The  House  sec- 
onded the  demand,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Beossou-  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
JohnW.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childa,  Clark,  Coifin, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Gushing,  Daviea, 
Bennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  E.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  W. Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, Hopkins,  K.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Kilgore,  Lincoln,  Marvin, 
James  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Pat- 
terson, Peck,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Eencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
Eussell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
John  White,  Elislia  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 110. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodliead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  De- 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W. .  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomig,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McClure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 109. 

The  Ohair  voting  in  the  negative,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost. 


IN  SENATE. 


Fkidat,  May  18. 
Treasury  Notes. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkight,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 


House  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  observed  that  this  bill 
came  to  the  Senate  yesterday  after  12  o'clock, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  re- 
ported back  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  after- 
noon. He  wanted  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  they  had  authority 
from  the  Senate  to  meet  while  the  Senate  was 
in  session. 

Mr.  Weight  would  answer  the  Senator  by 
saying,  that  no  authority  was  given  by  fi^  Sen- 
ate to  the  committee  to  meet  during  the  session 
of  that  day,  nor  did  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee leave  the  chamber,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  bill  was  submitted  to  each  member  of  the 
committee  in  his  place,  three  of  whom  concur- 
red with  him  in  favor  of,  and  in  reporting,  the 
bill  without  amendment ;  the  others,  authoriz- 
ing the  report,  though  dissenting  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webstee  said  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  for  the  engrossment  of  this 
bill  at  so  early  a  period  after  its  reception  from 
the  other  branch.  Scarcely  twenty-four  hours 
had  elapsed,  and  yet  the  question  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  its  third  reading  was  called  for. 
Before  he  gave  his  vote,  he  proposed  to  say  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  subject.  He  begged 
leave  to  disclaim  any  disposition  to  thwart  the 
measures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  desired  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  wished  the  Government 
aided  in  carrying  on  all  the  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  such  as  roads,  harbors, 
etc.,  in  which  it  was  engaged.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  there  were  other  modes  of 
raising  means  that  might  be  resorted  to,  less 
objectionable  than  that  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  them.  At  the  last  extra  session  he  had 
voted  for  the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury 
notes,  and  he  did  not  regret  it,  because,  at  that 
time,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  provide 
present  relief.  Congress  had  been  called  to- 
gether by  the  President  in  a  case  of  great  and 
extraordinary  emergency  ;  and  yet  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  avowed  their  determination  never  to 
vote  for  another  issue  of  these  notes.  One 
great  objection  he  had  to  this  money  was,  that 
it  was  continually  falling  below  par,  and  the 
Government,  therefore,  instead  of  paying  its 
agents,  and  public  servants  in  the  constitutional 
currency  of  the  country,  would  be  paying  them 
in  depreciated  paper.  Another  objection  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind;  which  was,  that  it 
was  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  raising 
money  by  such  means.  There  was  now  no  ex- 
igency, no  very  particular  emergency ;  at  all 
events,  it  had  not  been  made  to  appear  that 
there  was  an  emergency  to  justify  such  a  step. 
Congress  had  already  been  in  session  five  good 
months,  and  yet  we  had  heard  nothing  of  such 
a  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  Treasury.  In  fact, 
there  could  be  no  crisis  now  which  a  vigilant, 
systematic,  and  prudent  oflBcsr  would  not  have 
earlier  foreseen.     Mr.  W.  contended  that  the 
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bill  was  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  renew 
the  penalties,  and  neither  did  it  impose  the 
same  duties  on  collectors,  &c.,  as  in  the  former 
bOl ;  and  he  contended  that  if  the  money  were 
so  much  wanted,  the  proper  mode  to  raise  it 
would  be  by  loan. 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting 
the  issue  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
such  bills  as  might  be  immediately  due. 

Mr.  Weight  observed  that  he  should  en- 
deavor, so  far  as  was  in  his  power,  tD  discharge 
what  j'as  his  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  with- 
out protracting  debate. 

Still  some  portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  seemed  entitled  to  at- 
tention. One  was  his  commendation  of  the 
sound  and  valuable  principle  of  paying  the  pub- 
lic creditor  in  what  was  equivalent  to  specie, 
and  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  Senator 
would  go  with  him  in  favor  of  the  principle 
that  was  not  less  valuable,  that  of  preserving 
the  faith  of  the  Government.  The  report  of  his 
(Mr.  "W.)  to  which  the  Senator  alluded,  was  an 
argument  to  sIjow  that  it  was  highly  improper 
for  this  Government  to  make  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  its  debts  of  the  paper  of  local  corpora- 
tions ;  and  he  confessed  that  to  some  extent 
that  argument  might  be  applied  to  paper  issued 
upon  the  authority,  faith,  and  credit  of  the 
Government  itself.  Then  the  gentleman  would 
ask  him,  why  did  he  urge  this  bill  ?  He  an- 
swered, because  he  believed  the  necessity  ex- 
isted for  it.  We  are  told  by  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  even  in  means  of 
this  character  the  Treasury  is  so  limited,  that 
it  is  in  danger  from  day  to  day  of  being  com- 
pelled to  turn  its'  creditors  from  the  door. 

The  gentleman  had  contended  that  there  was 
no  imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bill. 
Would  the  gentleman  tell  him  why  there  was 
not  ?  He  says  the  Senate,  so  far  as  it  is  con- 
cerned, has  given  authority  to  sell  the  bonds 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He,  (Mr. 
W.,)  remembered  that  the  only  voice  raised 
against  that  measure  was  that  of  the  Senator 
himself,  on  the  ground  that  we  could  not  sell 
these  bonds  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  in  this 
country,  and  that  there  was  not  time  to  send 
them  abroad  for  sale.  He,  (Mr.  W.,)  felt  the  force 
of  that  suggestion,  and  submitted  to  the  Senator 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  Congress  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  means  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  or  by  a  loan,  and  added  that,  if  the  bonds 
did  sell,  it  would  supersede  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  to  the  amount  they  might  sell  for. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
not  broad  enough  to  accomplish  its  object.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  did  not  apprehend  any  difiiculty  on 
that  score.  But  he  spoke  with  great  distrust 
of  his  own  judgment,  as  to  construction  of  law, 
when  the  distinguished  authority  of  the  Senator 
was  against  him.  He  found,  however,  the  bill 
to  read : 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 


States,  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes 
to  be  issued,  according  to  the  provisions  contained 
in,  and  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  limitations,  and 
restrictions  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  •authorize 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  approved  the  twelfth 
day  of  October  last,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  act. 
aforesaid,  and  which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
paid  into  the  Treasury  and  cancelled. 

Now,  as  far  "as  his  comprehension  extended, 
the  clause  just  read  brings  the  whole  of  the  act 
of  the  extra  session  forward,  and  makes  it  ap- 
plicable to  this  bill.  Would  it  be  pretended 
that  under  this  law  a  note  could  be  issued  bear- 
ing more  than  six  per  cent,  interest  ? 

Mr.  Webster.     No. 

Mr.  WniGHT.  Would  it  be  pretended  that 
they  could  issue  more  than  ten  miUions  ? 

Mr.  Webster.     Yes. 

Mr.  Weight  here  read  from  the  bill,  to  show 
that  notes  can  only  be  issued  in  place  of  those 
that  came  in.  Again  :  the  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  law  are  made  receivable 
in  payment  of  all  dues  to  •  this  Government. 
Was  there  any  doubt  of  this  ? 

Mr.  Webster.     No. 

Mr.  Weight.  Then  it  appears  that,  with  one 
exception,  all  the  substantive  provisions  of  the 
law  of  the  extra  session  are  made  applicable  to 
this,  except  the  penal  enactments.  As  a  law- 
yer, he  should  as  confidently  say  that  these  en- 
actments were  brought  forward  as  the  others. 
But  this  was  not  material.  I  find,  said  he,  that, 
as  far  as  the  action  of  the  Senate  is  concerned, 
the  case  is  already  provided  for,  independently, 
by  a  bill  just  passed  to  punish  the  counterfeit- 
ing of  these  notes,  and  by  a  general  law  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  punishment  of  crimes, 
passed  in  1825,  enumerating  the  counterfeiting 
of  Treasury  notes  as  one  of  the  crimes  to  be 
punished.  Again :  at  the  present  session  the 
Judiciary  Committee  have  provided  for  a  sup- 
posed castis  omissus  found  in  both  laws,  which 
was,  that  there  was  no  provision  made  to  pun- 
ish persons  who  should  have  in  their  possession 
counterfeit  Treasury  notes  with  intent  to  pass 
them.  The  Senate  had  passed  this  bill  and  sent 
it  to  the  other  House. 

But  the  Senator  suggests  that  there  are  no 
statements,  and  that,  therefore,  we  do  not  know 
that  the  Treasury  needs  this  supply.  His  mem- 
ory told  him  that  the  wants  of  the  Treasury 
were  so  imperious  as  to  require  a  special  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  that  that  communication  was  made  to 
both  Houses,  and  was  accompanied  by  one  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  that  that  mes- 
sage recommended  this  mode  of  providing  for 
the  exigency,  and  it  seemed  to  him  emphatically 
to  be  the  correct  one.  His  information,  as  late 
as  yesterday  morning,  was,-  that  there  were  but 
$50,000  of  Treasury  notes,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  October,  that  remained  to  be  issued  ;  and 
that  there  were  but  some  $200,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury scattered  over  the  whole  country.  Why 
are  we  brought  to  this  state  of  things  ?    The 
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Senator  told  us  that,  after  passing  the  law  of 
October,  it  was  understood  that  one  of  this 
chai-acter  would  not  be  called  for  again.  But 
the  Senator  did  not  recollect  the  change  that 
was  given  to  that  act  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  passed  this  House  without  any 
provision  as  to  a  reissue  of  the  notes,  but  it 
came  back  from  the  House  with  an  interdiction 
on  such  reissue ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  remembered 
well,  in  moving  for  a  concurrence  with  this 
amendment,  that  he  said  that  the  bill  thus 
amended  would  answer  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  when  further  provision  could  be 
made,  if  necessary.  By  making  these  notes  re- 
ceivable for  the  dues  of  the  Government,  nearly 
six  of  the  ten  millions  had  been  redeemed,  and 
all  our  revenue  coming  in  comes  in  that  paper. 
The  revenue  is  as  large  as  was  anticipated,  but 
there  was  no  money  coming  in ;  and,  though 
they  had  issued  ten  millions  of  paper  within 
$50,000,  they  were  now  but  four  millions  in 
debt,  the  balance  of  the  notes  having  been 
already  redeemed  and  cancelled.  It  was  not  by 
this  bill  that  they  were  incurring  one  dollar 
more  of  debt  than  was  authorized  by  the  act  of 
October  last.  We  have  been  told  of  the  depre- 
ciated character  of  this  paper.  He  believed 
that  some  of  the  prices  current  had  put  it  below 
liank  paper,  though  that  was  at  one  single  point 
of  the  Union  only,  New  York ;  but  it  was  now 
quoted  there  and  at  Philadelphia,  three  or  four 
per  cent,  higher  than  that  paper  (United  States 
Bank  notes)  which  is  held  in  such  high  estima- 
tion by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends.  His  in- 
formation told  him  that  Treasury  notes  were 
higher  at  the  South  than  any  bank  paper.  In 
Philadelphia  it  was  also  higher,  though  in  Ne^^ 
York  it  might  be  quoted  a  trifle  lower.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  point.  The  question 
was,  what  were  they  to  do  ?  "We  cannot,  by 
our  fiat  here,  place  money  in  the  Treasury  at  a 
moment's  warning.  Then  can  we  do  any  thing 
better  than  to  give  to  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  best  paper  in  our  power — that  is- 
sued upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself?  The  limitation  proposed  by  the 
Senator's  amendment  would  not  answer.  Who 
could  tell  how  soon  it  would  come  back  again  ? 
and  how  long  would  two  millions  last,  when  in 
the  single  port  of  New  York  it  comes  in  at  the 
rate  of  $300,000  per  week  ? 

Mr.  Webstee  said  the  candor  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  put  this  bill  on  the  ground 
whicli  expresses  the  different  opinions  between 
him  and  myself  exactly  ;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
it  should  be  understood  that  what  he  says  in 
favor  of  Government  paper  money  goes  to  make 
it,  on  the  whole,  but  little  better  than  the  bad 
money  of  broken  banks.  The  Senator  says  it 
is  at  least  as  good  as  theirs,  which  is  twenty  or 
twenty-five  per  cent,  below  par.  Have  we  con- 
tracted with  our  array,  our  navy,  and  the  judges 
of  our  courts,  to  pay  them  in  something  but  a 
little  better  than  the  depreciated  paper  of  the 
banks  ? 

We  have  heard  much  said  about  the  paper 


party,  the  advocates  of  a  paper  system,  and  a 
paper  Government.  Let  us  see  who  they  are. 
I  insist  that  the  mouth  of  the  Administration 
is  shut  on  this  subject ;  for  all  they  propose  to 
pay  out  is  not  gold  and  silver ;  and  if  we  can- 
not pay  our  own  debts  in  specie,  or  its  equiva- 
lent, how  can  we  demand  it  of  others?  What 
is  the  argument  of  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee,  but  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
cannot  pay  our  debts  ?  He  asks  what  can  be 
done  ?  Sir,  I  will  tell  him.  If  Treasury  notes 
are  issued,  aU  bearing  an  interest  of  five  or  six 
per  cent.,  and  sold  to  supply  us  with  the  means 
of  paying  what  is  due  from  the  Government, 
our  credit  and  punctuality  will  be  sustained. 
He  proposes  that  they  shall  not  be  payable 
under  a  year.  Let  us  issue  them  so,  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  or  six  per  cent.,  and  sell  them  in 
the  market,  and  in  two  hours  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it. 
Why  should  this  not  be  done  ?  Sir,  I  put  the 
question  to  Congress  and  to  the  country.  They 
may  not  sell  at  par,  but  why  not  sell  them  not- 
withstanding ?  If  it  is  not  done,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  properly  pay  its  debts ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  is  to  bear  the  misfortune — the 
Government  itself,  or  its  individual  creditors? 
The  Senator  is  averse  to  this  method,  because 
there  is  an  exigency  in  the  condition  of  the 
Government,  and  it  cannot  pay  its  debts  with- 
out a  sacrifice.  Is  this  the  language  of  individ- 
uals ?  If  there  must  be  a  loss  in  the  payment 
of  a  debt,  on  whom  is  it  to  fall  ?  Does  an  indi- 
vidual say  he  would  have  to  sell  his  property 
cheap,  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  pay  ?  Sir,  there 
is  no  difficialty  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  doing  as  I  have  proposed,  to 
maintain  the  credit  and  good  faith  of  the  coun- 
try ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  selling  our 
own  notes,  and  thus  raising  the  money,  and 
paying  according  to  contract. 

This  bill,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  will  not  have 
the  eifect  to  revive  all  the  act  of  October  last. 
All  that  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  duly  provided  for ;  but  this 
bill  does  not  revive  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  October,  relating  to  the  collector,  his  de- 
posits, and  receipts,  and  all  that ;  and  I  say 
that  it  does  not  revive  the  penal  part  of  that 
law.  The  Senator  speaks  of  the  law  of  1825 
as  supplying  this  deiiciency,  but  in  the  bill  of 
the  last  session  he  thought  the  penal  provision 
necessary,  and  I  had  supposed  that  the  law  of 
1825  did  not  cover  exchequer  bills  subsequent 
to  that  period.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say 
that  this  bill  does  not  revive  those  provisions, 
then  I  say  that  it  does  not  accomplish  its  ob- 
ject in  that  respect. 

The  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars  of  Treas- 
ury notes  are  now  outstanding.  The  gentleman 
says  that  they  are  all  received  for  the  customs 
and  at  the  land  offices,  and  therefore  the  Gov- 
ernment gets  no  money.  Is  it  not  the  reason 
of  the  distribution  of  these  Treasury  notes  that 
they  are  to  serve  the  same  purpose  as  to  get  the 
money  ?    These  reports  show  that  we  have  a 
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Government  currency,  and  have  not  any  thing 
hi  the  Treasury  hut  this  depreciated  paper,  and 
that  is  a  state  of  things  which  I  will  not  agree 
to  encourage.  I  am  opposed  now,  and  always 
have  been,  to  all  introduction  of  paper  money 
as  a  depreciated  currency  for  the  Treasury,  and 
1  ask  again,  if  we  cannot  pay  our  own  dues  at 
par,  who  can  ? 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  had  riot  heard, 
during  the  whole  session,  a  stronger  argument 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  that  the  Government 
should  keep  its  own  funds,  and  collect  them  in 
the  legal  and  constitutional  currency  of  the 
country,  than  that  just  delivered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster.)  He 
entirely  concurred  with  him  that  it  is  bound  to 
pay  its  creditors  in  the  legal  currency,  and  the 
importance  of  preserving  the  public  faith  from 
the  slightest  blot.  But  to  accomplish  this,  the 
Government  must  always  be  kept  in  a  condi- 
tion to  meet  its  engagements,  and  how  could 
this  be  done,  but  by  collecting  its  dues  in  the 
legal  currency,  and  keeping  it  in  its  own  cus- 
tody? 

But  while  he  tells  us  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  noth- 
ing short  of  that  can  preserve  the  public  faith 
immaculate,  he  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of  col- 
lecting its  dues  in  bank  notes  or  their  equiva- 
lent. The  fallacy  consists  in  supposing  that 
such  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  There  is 
nothing  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  but  them- 
selves. Nothing  else  can  legally  pay  debts,  or 
release  the  debtor  from  his  obligation  to  his 
creditor.  This  the  Senator  asserts,  and  insists 
on  most  correctly.  How  then  can  bank  notes 
be  equivalent,  unless  they  can  always  com- 
mand, without  the  possibility  of  failure,  the 
amount  of  gold  or  silver  that  they  call  for  ?  Is 
such  the  fact  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  no- 
torious that  the  Government  has  millions  of 
hank  notes  collected,  when  the  banks  that  is- 
sued them  were  specie-paying  banks,  but  which 
cannot  now  command  a  cent  in  specie  ?  And 
is  it  not  now  compelled  to  dishonor  its  credit, 
and  violate  its  faith,  because  it  collected  its 
dues  in  bank  notes,  and  confided  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  its  funds  to  the  banks  ?  And  yet  while 
the  Senator  denounces  this  want  of  ability  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  is  the  strenuous 
advocate  to  renew  its  connection  with  the 
banks,  under  the  fallacious  idea  that  bank  notes 
and  bank  credit  are  equivalent  to  specie ;  doing, 
in  a  word,  the  very  thing  again  which  has  sub- 
jected the  Government  to  the  necessity  which 
he  so  strongly  condemns !  "Worse  than  this : 
he  proposes  to  repeat  the  process,  when  it  is 
admitted  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Davis,)  and 
his  distinguished  friend  behind  him,  (Mr.  Olat,) 
that  the  renewal  of  the  connection  must  again 
be  followed  in  a  short  time  by  another  explo- 
sion, when  again  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  do  what  the  Senator  so  justly 
and  strongly  condemns  I 

The  Senator,  in  his  zeal  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lic faith,  recommended  that  the  Treasury  notes 


authorized  to  be  issued  by  this  bill,  should  be 
made  to  bear  an  interest  of  6  per  cent.,  and  be 
sold  for  money  instead  of  being  paid  to  the 
public  creditors.     He  did  not  explain  what  he 
meant  by  money.    If  he  means  gold  and  silver, 
does  he  not  see  how  greatly  it  would  impede 
and  embarrass  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  draw  out  at  once  eight  or  ten  millions 
of  specie  ?     Would  he  recommend  that  at  this 
critical  moment,  when  the  banks  were  about 
to  resume?    If  he  means  bank  notes,  then  it 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  advise  the 
Government  to  exchange  its  credit  for  the  credit 
of  the  banks  of  New  York  and  Boston,  (the 
only  specie  payments  at  this  moment,)  and  give 
them  6  per  cent,  to  boot,  when  it  was  notorious 
that  Treasury  notes  were  at  par  in  both  those 
places,  and  would  be  better  over  the  whole 
South  and  West  than  the  very  notes  for  which 
he  proposes  to  exchange  them!     This  would 
certainly  be  a  very  good  operation  for  those 
banks,  but  would  be  a  very  bad  one  for  the 
Government    and    people.     The  Senator  has 
spoken  of  Treasury  notes  as  being  depreciated. 
Such  was  not  the  fact.     They  had  been  above 
par  everywhere,  habitually,  compared  with  the 
local  bank  notes,  except  during  short  intervals 
at  New  York ;  but  that  did  not  show  that  they 
were  actually  depreciated.     We  all  know  that 
the  currency  of  New  York  has  been  in  a  highly 
artificial  state,  from  the  necessity  its  banks 
were  under  to  resume  specie  payments  by  a 
certain  day,  or  forfeit  their  charters.     The  rate 
of  her  exchanges  with  London  clearly  proves 
the  unnatural  condition  of  her  currency.     The 
iifi'erence  in  her  favor  was  far  greater  than 
could  be  explained  by  any  operation  of  com- 
merce, and  if  he  did  not  mistake,  was  greater 
than  the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  notes 
compared  with  her  local  currency,  which  de- 
monstrates that  they  have  not  been  depreciated 
at  any  time,  compared  with  London,  which 
may  fairly  be  considered  the  standard  of  the 
currency  of  the  commercial  world.     Though  he 
regretted,  with  the  Senator,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  at  all  times  been  in  the  condition 
to  meet  its  engagements  in  gold  and  silver,  it 
was.  some  consolation  to  reflect  that  substantial 
justice  had  been  done  to  its  creditors,  as  far  as 
it  had  used  its  own  credit  throughout  this  em- 
barrassing and  painful  crisis. 

The  question  before  them  was  very  simple. 
The  Government  was  out  of  money,  and  there 
were  but  two  ways  of  supplying  the  deficiency 
— to  borrow  it,  or  to  use  its  own  credit ;  and 
the  question  was,  which  should  be  done  ?  The' 
Senator  objected  strongly  to  the  latter,  but  he 
could  not  possibly  be  more  opposed  to  it  than 
he  (Mr.  0.)  was  to  the  former.  It  is  useless  to 
attempt  disguise.  Those  who  advocate  a  loan, 
mean  to  force  the  Government  to  exchange  its 
credit  for  that  of  the  hanks.  To  give  a  clear 
conception  how  the  blending  of  the  credit  of 
the  Government  with  the  banks  operated,  both 
in  relation  to  individuals,  and  the  Government, 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


673 


2d  Sess.] 


Treasury  Notes. 


[May,  1838. 


he  would  illustrate  his  conception  by  a  state- 
ment of  a  case.  Take  three  individuals,  near 
neighbors,  and  of  equal  wealth  and  credit :  say 
three  planters,  each  worth  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  free  of  debt,  and  of  equal  character  for 
fidelity  in  meeting  their  engagements,  and  call 
them  A,  B,  and  0.  It  is  manifest  that,  each 
being  of  equal  credit,  neither  would  think  of 
exchanging  his  credit  for  either  of  the  others, 
much  less  of  paying  a  difference  in  the  exchange. 
But  let  Government  interfere  and  take  up  C, 
and  confer  banking  privileges  upon  him — that 
is,  authorize  his  promissory  notes  to  be  received 
in  its  dues  and  the  purchase  of  its  domain,  and 
give  him  the  use  of  its  funds  between  the  pe- 
riods of  collection  and  disbursements,  and  this 
equality  will  be  destroyed.  A  and  B  would 
now  call  it  an  accommodation  to  obtain  O's 
notes  in  exchange  for  theirs ;  nay,  0  would 
disdain  to  exchange,  unless  the  one  should  en- 
dorse for  the  other,  and  pay  him  six  per  cent, 
difference  ;  and  to  this  exaction  they  would  be 
compelled  to  submit.  A,  for  instance,  wishes 
to  settle  a  son  in  the  West ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  land  from  the  Government,  de- 
sires to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars.  Neither  his 
note  nor  B's  can  buy  land ;  and  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  B,  get  his  en- 
dorsement, which,  from  his  perfect  confidence 
in  his  neighbor,  he  gives  for  nothing,  and  gives 
Lis  note,  with  the  joint  credit  of  both,  in  ex- 
change for  O's  note,  deducting  nearly  seven 
dollars  in  the  hundred,  or  nearly  seven  hun- 
dred on  the  whole.  His  son  puts  the  note  in 
his  pocket-book,  and  goes  oif  to  the  West, 
where,  through  the  magic  of  banking  privi- 
leges, it  is  converted  into  solid  and  fertile  acres. 
Presently  the  Government  gets  out  of  money ; 
and  all  the  friends  of  0  (a  numerous  host)  zeal- 
ously insist  that,  instead  of  using  its  own  notes, 
it  should  sell  them  to  0  in  exchange  for  his, 
and  pay  the  same  difference ;  and  this  they  call 
a  loan—borrowing  money  I  The  thing  is  mon- 
strous. 

Thus  regarding  it,  he  has  long  considered 
public  loans  amongst  the  greatest  impositions ; 
and  he  was  accordingly  mortally  opposed  to  a 
pubUe  debt.  When  there  was  a  deficit,  it  was 
better  by  far  for  the  Government  to  use  its  own 
credit  directly,  nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  im- 
possible, if  the  laws  which  govern  credit  and 
circulation  were  fully  understood,  to  supersede 
a  resort  to  any  other  resource,  without  burthen- 
ing  the  public  with  the  heavy  and  pernicious 
load  of  debt,  contracted  for  the  most  part  by 
the  exchange  of  its  own  credit  for  that  of  the 
banks,  in  the  form  of  bank  notes. 

K  Treasury  notes  were  really  below  par,  as 
asserted  by  the  Senator,  it  would  not  be  at  all 
surprising,  and  might  bo  easily  explained. 
Their  value  mainly  depends  on  their  receivabil- 
ity  in  the  public  dues,  and  it  might  be  antiqi- 
pated  that  the  liberal  indulgence  given  to  the 
public  debtors  at  the  extra  session  would  tend 
to  depress  them  in  the  market;  and  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  high  estimate  placed  on  them  by 
Vol.  XIII.— 43 


the  public,  that  they  have  been  so  little  affected. 
Their  depreciation  during  the  late  war,  when 
they  sunk  below  the  value  of  bank  notes  even, 
during  the  period  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  has  often  been  urged  against  their 
use.  Nothing  was  more  easy  of  explanation. 
The  Government  had  the  weakness  and  folly 
to  permit  it,  by  its  own  voluntary  acts,  by  put- 
ting bank  notes  of  every  description  on  a  level 
with  Treasury  notes' in  a.11  its  transactions,  while 
the  banks  on  their  part  refused  to  put  them  on 
a  level  with  theirs  in  their  transactions.  The 
result  was,  that  bank  notes  could  perform  all 
the  functions  of  circulation,  public  and  private, 
while  Treasury  notes  could  perform  only  a  part. 
Their  depreciation  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  under  the  known  laws  that  regulate  cir- 
culation. The  use  of  bank  credit  by  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  his  opinion,  the  source  of 
great  mischief,  both  in  this  country  and  Eng- 
land. It  was  the  parent  of  the  enormous  debt 
that  has  pressed  so  heavily  on  the  energies  of 
the  latter,  as  great  as  they  are.  He  had  barely 
touched  on  a  range  of  questions  littler  explored 
as  yet,  but  intimately  connected  with  the  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  of  the  country.  When- 
ever the  elements  of  a  true  and  stable  currency 
were  ascertained,  he  felt  assured  that  it  would 
be  found  to  consist  partly  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  of  paper,  resting  not  on  the  credit  and  au- 
thority of  banks,  but  of  the  Government  itself. 

Mr.  Webstek  said :  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  say 
that  he  has  found  my  argument  against  Treas- 
ury notes  a  very  good  one  in  favor  of  separat- 
ing bank  and  State,  for  the  present  state  of  the 
gentleman's  mind  is  such  that  he  would  find 
such  an  argument  anywhere,  on  any  subject, 
and  on  any  occasion.  So  deeply  is  he  immersed 
in  this,  his  favorite  subject,  that  I  verily  be- 
lieve, if  he  should  hear  a  discourse  on  theology, 
or  a  philosophical  dissertation,  he  would  start 
up  and  say  it  contained  fine  doctrines  for  di- 
vorce. But  what  did  I  say  touching  the  doc- 
trine of  divorce  ?  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  fulfil  its  contracts ;  but  what  has 
that  to  do  with  divorce  ?  Did  I  contend  that 
the  Government  should  pay  any  thing  not 
equivalent  to  specie  ?  I  contend  that  Treasury 
notes  can  never  be  at  par,  and  by  that  I  mean 
at  the  established  rates  according  to  law.  The 
gentleman  says  they  are,  and  have  been,  at  par, 
because  they  are  equal  to  par  in  New  York.. 
But  he  might  as  well  say  that  broadcloth,  or 
molasses,  or  any  other  merchandise,  is  at  par. 
His  proposition  is  that  they  are  equal  to  par  in 
New  York  for  the  London  market.  But  what 
of  that  ?  I  mean  that  they  are  not  equivalent 
to  gold  and  silver,  in  the  currency,  and  accord- 
ing to  law. 

He  speaks  of  our  exchanging  credit  with  the 
banks,  and  paying  the  difference.  What  does 
he  mean  by  credit  ?  If  he  means  that  the  Gov- 
ernment can  contract  loans  on  as  good  terms  as 
the  banks,  that  is  not  denied.  Biit  what  would 
you  caU  a  check  which  is  given  on  a  bank? 
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Is  that  credit  ?  It  is  not  credit ;  it  is  a  thing 
entirely  different.  To  make  the  two  cases  at 
all  alike,  the  Government  paper  must  be  re- 
deemable in  specie,  on  demand,  at  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  then,  1  dare  say,  its  paper  would  be 
very  good.  He  asks  if  Mr.  Astor  virould  pay  a 
bank  for  its  credit.  Mr.  Astor,  and  every  man, 
however  large  their  capital,  and  credit,  borrow 
money  of  the  banks  when  they  wish  to  do  it, 
on  time,  because  that  money  is  payable  in  spe- 
cie. The  gentleman  calls  that  an  exchange  of 
credit  for  credit.  But  you  cannot  say  that  a 
note  on  time  is  equivalent  to  a  bank  note  com- 
manding the  specie ;  they  are  entirely  different. 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  Government  credit 
is  the  best  in  the  world ;  but  it  ia  not  the  best 
in  the  way  that  the  Government  uses  it  here. 
If  he  says  bank  notes  circulate  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  that  does  not  make  Govern- 
ment notes  of  this  kind  better  than  bank  notes 
payable  and  paid  in  specie.  It  may  do  very 
well  to  help  out  of  an  emergency;  hut  the 
crisis  is  in  his  argument,  and  the  emergency  in 
his  proposition.  Paper  is  not  equivalent  to 
Specie,  unless  it  is  payable  in  specie. 

I  am  asked  whether  I  would  go  the  length 
of  selling  these  Treasury  notes  for  money,  and 
then  whether  I  would  have  it  in  specie.  I  at 
once  say,  sell  them,  and  then  everybody  will 
know  that  there  will  be  a  choice  only  between 
specie  and  something  that  will  command  specie. 
I  say  make  your  accounts  everywhere  in  specie 
or  its  equivalent.  The  gentleman  supposes  that 
we  are  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  circulation.  If  we  should  grasp  the 
silver  and  shut  it  up  in  the  Treasury  vaults, 
that  would  be  altogether  injurious,  and  the  gen- 
tleman,' therefore,  uses  a  very  good  argument 
to-day  against  what  he  urged  six  months  ago. 
He  now  says,  if  we  withdraw  so  much  specie, 
it  would  cause  embarrassment ;  but  what  did 
he  think  of  demanding  it  for  revenue?  He 
now  says  that  this  Treasury  note  bill  is  a  most 
necessary  step  for  all  the  banks.  He  then  saw 
no  inconvenience  in  demanding  payment  in  spe- 
cie ;  it  would  not  embarrass  the  country,  and 
was  the  only  just  mode  of  collecting  the  rev- 
enue. Let  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo  a 
man  of  just  and  liberal  policy,  addicted  to  no 
mere  theories,  and  bound  down  by  no  party 
dogmas,  and  he  will  make  the  disposition  of 
these  notes  in  the  market  in  a  few  days,  dis- 
turbing nobody,  and  giving  no  occasion  for 
these  agitations  and  alarms ;  it  is  the  contin- 
uing these  Treasury  notes,  and  rejecting  the 
practice  of  twenty  years  for  dreams  and  the- 
ories, that  creates  all  difficulties. 

But  the  gentleman  asks,  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment to  use  its  own  credit?  Certainly  it 
should ;  and  it  is  right  that,  like  individuals,  it 
should  get  money  and  pay  its  own  debts.  It 
should  use  it  now ;  but  is  it  a  proper  use  of 
Government  credit  to  force  it,  instead  of  the 
money,  .on  its  creditors  ?  Is  it  justice  to  tell  its 
creditors,  though  you  prefer' specie  or  the  notes 


of  specie-paying   banks,  you  shall  have  our 
credit  only  ? 

And  now  to  go  back  to  his  example  of  the 
three  farmers,  A,  B,  0.  The  gentleman  sup- 
poses that  the  Government  authorizes  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  paper  of  0,  so  that  he  may  make 
purchases  directly  of  Government,  which  A 
and  B  cannot  do  without  endorsed  notes  at  in- 
terest, and  he  says  that  this  is  just  the  case  with 
the  banks.  I  say  it  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
every  idea  of  credit  involves  time  and  convert- 
ibility ;  and  if  it  does  not,  it  is  nothing.  The 
notes  of  the  bank  are  money  in  effect,  and  to 
say  that  their  paper  is  on  time,  and  that  there 
is  merely  an  exchange  of  credit,  is  what  no 
man  can  say  with  propriety.  Suppose  one  of 
your  officers  in  the  city  of  New  York  sells  a 
Treasury  note,  and  he  gives  you  a  check  on  one 
of  the  banks  paying  specie,  so  that  you  can  go 
across  the  street,  and  get  it  if  yon  choose,  is 
there  any  change  of  credit  if  you  receive  the 
notes  of  the  bank,  when  you  can  go  at  once  and 
get  the  specie  ?  It  is  not  an  exchange  of  credit ; 
it  is  an  exchange  of  credit  for  money,  if  you 
give  your  note  on  time,  for  specie,  or  the  equiv- 
alent of  specie.  This,  Mr.  Astor,  or  any  other 
individual  would  do,  if  he  wished  to  use  his 
credit  for  what  would  give  him  an  immediate 
command  of  specie. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  not  notice  the  criticism 
with  which  the  Senator  opened  his  remarks,  as 
he  considered  that  as  intended  for  the  gallery. 
He  had  long  noticed  that,  when  hard  pressed 
in  argument,  the  Senator  always  resorted  to 
sarcasm  or  ridicule ;  and  there  were  few  occa- 
sions in  which  he  more  needed  their  aid  than 
the  present.  He, never  accused  the  Senator  of 
saying  that  bank  notes  should  be  forced  on  the 
public  creditor  by  the  Government;  on  the 
contrary,  he  rested  his  remarks  on  the  ground 
assumed  by  him,  and  which  he  entirely  ap- 
proved, that  it  could  not,  in  good  faith,  dis- 
charge its  debts  in  any  medium  but  gold  and 
silver,  which  he  regarded  as  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment why  it  should  collect  its  dues  in  the  legal 
currency,  and  keep  its  own  funds  under  its  own 
custody,  that  it  might  always  be  in  the  condi- 
tion to  preserve  its  credit.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Senator  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  Here  lies 
the  delusion  of  the  Senator.  To  be  equivalent 
ii  to  ie  equal  in  all  respects;  and  yet,  while  the 
Senator  confesses  that  they  are  not  equal  in  the 
discharge  of  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment, he  holds  them  to  be  equal  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  it.  The  truth  is,  that  it  is  a 
pure  fiction  to  consider  bank  notes  as  equiva- 
lents to  specie. 

But  the  Senator  has  gone  a  step  farther.  He 
says  that  bank  notes  are  not  credit,  and  do  not 
rest  on  credit!  Not  credit  I  He  would  not 
waste  his  breath  in  dispelling  so  wild  and 
strange  a  delusion,  which  all  around  us  proclaim 
to  be  the  merest  phantom.    So  far  from  being 
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specie,  represeating  specie,  or  resting  on  specie, 
or  being  necessarily  converted  into  specie  on 
demand,  they  are  nothing  but  credit,  credit, 
credit,  throughout. 

Since  the  days  of  the  deposit  bank  of  Amster- 
dam, bank  notes  never  have  represented  specie. 
The  first  act  of  a  bank,  even  when  specie  was 
actually  paid  in,  which  was  rarely  the  case,  was 
to  get  clear  of  it,  except  a  small  portion,  by 
lending  it  out.  The  real  bank  capital,  on  which 
they  mainly  did  business,  was  the  notes  dis- 
counted, which  rested  on  the  credit  of  the  draw- 
era  and  endorsers,  and  on  their  credit  and  sol- 
vency depended  the  credit  and  solvency  of  the 
banks.  It  was,  in  fact,  their  credit,  converted 
into  bank  notes,  and  backed  by  the  Govern- 
ment credit,  on  which  bank  currency  rested. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  bring  and  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par 
with  gold  and  silver.  In  reply,  he  would  refer 
to  the  fact  already  mentioned.  It  appeared  by 
the  Intelligencer,  now  on  his  table,  that  they 
are  now  at  par  with  specie  at  New  York.  But 
he  had  a  much  stronger  fact.  The  Prussian 
Government,  which  he  regarded  as  the  best 
administered  at  present  in  Europe,  had  a  per- 
manent issue  of  Treasury  notes  of  a  large 
amount,  which  were  not  only  at  par  with 
specie,  but  habitually  bore  a  premium ;  which 
completely  refutes  the  assertion  of  the  Senator. 
The  Government,  in  all  civilized  countries,  is 
the  great  money  dealer.  Its  fiscal  action  per- 
vades the  whole  community,  and  affects,  more 
or  less,  every  individual  in  it,  and  it  must,  of 
course,  create  a  general  demand  for  whatever 
it  receives  and  disburses  as  money  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  fiscal  concerns.  To  this  our 
Government  adds  the  possession  of  a  boundless 
and  fertile  domain,  which  is  in  the  course  of 
rapid  settlement,  and  that  necessarily  creates 
aa  extensive  demand  for  whatever  is  received 
in  payment  for  it.  It  is  these  demands  which 
will  ever  keep  Treasury  notes  at  par  value,  un- 
less the  due  proportion  between  demand  and 
supply  should  be  transcended,  or  bank  notes,  or 
some  other  medium  other  than  gold  and  silver, 
be  permitted  to  supply  their  place. 

Mr.  Weestee.  I  wish  it  always  to  be  under- 
stood that,  when  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  in  specie,  I  always  added,  "  or 
the  equivalent  of  specie,"  because  specie-pay- 
ing bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  Un- 
der the  resolution  of  1816,  every  thing  was 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash.  And  why  did  we  allow  the  payment  of 
specie-paying  bank  notes  ?  It  was  for  the  sake 
of  convenience.  But  it  was  not  said  that  they 
would  not  be  subject  to  loss.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  loss,  or  at  least  no  absolute  security ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  specie  itself,  for 
that  may  be  counterfeited.  My  argument  was 
this :  that  the  paper  of  specie-paying  banks 
Was  received  .and  paid,  valuing  it  as  a  constant 
equivalent  to  specie ;  and  this  is  founded  on  the 
fact  that  specie-paying  bank  paper  is  the  repre- 


sentative of  specie,  having  that  which  it  repre- 
sents always  at  command. 

But  I  am  glad  of  one  thing  ;  that  the  gentle- 
man does  not  deny  what  I  said  in  respect  to 
his  being  in  favor  of  a  Government  paper  cur- 
rency ;  but,  oil  the  contrary,  has  confirmed  it. 
If  this  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  of 
State  rights,  it  is  the  result  of  the  doctrine  of 
him  and  his  friends ;  all  tends  to  a  Government 
paper,  a  Government  bank.  He  is  for  a  Gov- 
ermnent  paper,  and  I  go  against  it. 

I  do  not  see  that  Government  pays  in  specie 
any  the  less  because  it  uses  the  agency  of  the 
banks.  For  twenty  years  we  have  paid  in 
specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and  have  used  the 
banks  as  our  agents,  and  we  use  them  now. 
The  gentleman  says  he  wiU  have  nothing  to  do 
with  bank  paper.  But  what  says  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  Does  he  not  say  that  he  will 
receive  bank  notes ;  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
claimed as  a  great  merit  in  the  Administration 
that  they  do  receive  them  ?  Does  the  gentle- 
man suppose  that  specie  is  now  paid  on  goods 
imported  ?  I  understand  just  the  reverse,  and 
that  the  merchant's  check  is  received  for  his 
bond ;  and  this  is  justly  considered  as  equiva- 
lent to  specie.  Therefore,  if  these  Treasury 
notes  were  sold  in  New  York,  the  merchant 
would  give  his  check  for  them. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  complain  that  I  did 
not  answer  his  case  of  A,  B,  0.  It  was  thus, 
as  I  understood  it :  He  supposed  three  farmers 
of  equal  credit,  but  the  Government  says  it 
will  receive  the  paper  of  0.  If  that  were  the 
case,  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  very  foolish 
and  unequal  law.  But  if  he  had  put  it  in  the 
case  of  0  that  his  paper  was  convertible,  on 
demand,  to  specie,  and  that  the  paper  of  the 
other  two  was  not,  he  would  then  have  a  paral- 
lel case,  and  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  0  to 
give  his  paper  this  respectability.  But  that  is 
not  the  object.  The  great  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  accommodation 
of  the  public ;  and,  if  there  is  an  incidental 
benefit,  that  can  be  no  objection,  but  a  recom- 
mendation. But  the  object  is  to  accommodate 
the  public  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  wished  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, that  he  did  not  carry  his  ideas  of  the 
Government  using  its  own  credit  beyond  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  con- 
venient management  of  its  fiscal  concerns. 

If  he  did  not  censure  the  Administration  for 
receiving  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  it 
was  because  he  believed  that  the  laws  left  no 
discretion ;  but,  with  his  opinion,  if  he  were 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  believed  that  he  had 
a  discretion  whether  to  receive  such  notes  or 
not,  he  would  not  permit  a  dollar  of  bank  paper 
to  be  received.  There  was  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility somewhere.  We  are  renewing  our  con- 
nection with  the  banks,  when  it  was  admitted 
that  a  shock  must  again  follow  at  no  distant 
day,  unless  some  measure  was  adopted  to  pre- 
vent it.    He  hoped  gentlemen  would  bring  for- 
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ward  their  plans  for  preventing  it,  so  that  they 
might  be  duly  considered. 

Mr.  PiiESToif  would  give  his  assent  in  no 
shape  or  form  to  the  establishment  of  the  repu- 
diated and  continental  system  of  paper  money. 
He  should  meet  the  crisis  boldly,  and  not  seek 
to  hide  the  matter  under  the  garb  of  a  re-issue 
of  Treasury  notes.  This  bankrupt  state  of  the 
Treasury  must  have  been  known,  or  at  least 
foreseen.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  had 
almost  entirely  ceased ;  the  revenue  from  the 
customs  was  dried  up.  Why,  then,  were  the 
States  not  called  on  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposits  ?  He  would  answer,  that  the  people 
might  not  have  their  eyes  opened  to  scrutinize 
the  conduct  of  the  present  Administration ; 
that  Administration  which  had  promised  so 
much  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
and  done  so  little !  That  explained  the  parti- 
ality for  Treasury  issues,  that  splendid  financial 
operation,  which  made  money  for  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  skill  of  the  engraver ;  the  object 
of  which  was  to  conceal  from  the  people  the 
state  of  embarrassment  which  misrule  had 
brought  upon  them.  It  would  appear  that 
when  we  got  out  of  money,  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  send  to  New  York ;  a  little  steel,  and 
copper,  and  ink,  were  the  only  ingredients  ne- 
cessary for  the  issue,  as  the  people  had  already 
forgotten  the  Commonwealth  paper  of  the  Eev- 
olution  and  the  aisignats  of  France.  What 
was  the  object  of  all  this,  but  to  bring  the 
people  by  degrees  to  the  adoption  of  a  Treas- 
ury Bank.  Mr.  P.  denied  the  constitutional 
right  of  Congress  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
for  so  high  a  right  as  that  he  would  claim  the 
express  power  ;  we  had  the  right  to  tax,  and  to 
borrow,  and  the  enumeration  of  these  powers 
showed  clearly  that  the  right  to  issue  hills  of 
credit  was  not  in  the  grant. 

Mr.  OEiTTBNDEif  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  this  mode  of  raising  money  led  to 
extravagant  issues,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
discouraged.  In  three  years  this  Administra- 
tion, with  the  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
had  spent  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
now  gave  out  an  "  emergency."  If  this  were 
to  continue,  and  the  people  called  on  for  ten 
millions  every  few  months,  the  sooner  the  Ad- 
ministration was  in  the  bills  of  mortality  the 
better !  Nothing  could  cure  it  but  keeping  it 
from  the  money. 

Mr.  Beown.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts spoke  of  the  depreciated  condition  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
notes  of  the  banks,  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  latter.  One  of  the  arguments  of  that 
gentleman,  predicated  on  this  assumption,  was, 
that  Treasury  notes  should  not  be  offered  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Government,  but  that  they 
should,  at  all  times,  have  the  option  of  receiv- 
ing gold  and  silver,  or  their  equivalents.  An- 
other honorable  gentleman,  distinguished  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition,  took  occasion  the 
other  day  to  say,  that  the  notes  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  inferior  in  value  to  those  of  the 


Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now  he  (Mr.  B.) 
happened  to  have  in  his  possession  a  statement, 
which  conclusively  established  the  contrary. 
He  saw  in  the  Price  Current  of  New  Yo'rk, 
dated  the  15th  of  this  month,  that  they  had 
sold  at  par  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  were 
redeemed  in  specie  ;  and,  therefore,  they  were 
equivalent  to  specie. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  gentleman  uttered 
the  remark  that  the  Treasury  notes  were  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  were  four  or  five  per  cent, 
below  par,  when  the  former  were  above,  or 
equal  to  it.  He  found,  also,  by  the  same  paper, 
that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Treasury  notes 
sold  at  2^^  per  cent,  advance.  Now  there  was  . 
that  difference  between  the  current  notes  of 
Philadelphia  and  specie ;  and  therefore,  at  that 
place,  the  Treasury  notes  were  equal  to  specie. 
He  took  the  occasion  to  say  that  these  errors 
and  misrepresentations  were  of  a  piece  with 
many  others  that  daily  went  out  from  this 
body.  One  of  the  great  objects  of  a  certain 
political  party  seemed  to  be  to  assault  and  de- 
stroy the  credit  and  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  and  while  they  did 
that,  they,  in  the  same  breath,  sought  to  elevate 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Such  assaults  were  not  only 
against  the  credit  and  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  they  were 
against  the  honor  and  character  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  for  the  people  and  the 
Government  were  identified,  both  in  credit  and 
in  character ;  and  their  pecuniary  and  political 
interests  were  indissolubly  connected  together. 

No  man  was  more  averse  to  an  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  than  he  was. 
He  was  one  of  that  school,  who  believed  that 
a  rigid  and  judicious  economy,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  finances,  was  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  our  institutions.  But  the 
Government  was  embarrassed,  and  that  embar- 
rassment was  brought  about^  not  by  its  own 
acts,  hut  by  a  great  moneyed  power,  acting  in 
concert  with  a  certain  political  party,  whose 
only  hopes  of  success  rested  in  destroying  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  drying  up  the 
resources  and  commerce  of  their  country.  It 
was  one  of  a  series  of  actions,  put  into  opera- 
tion for  several  years  past,  to  arrest  the  financial 
operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  journals  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  might  be  very  safely  appealed  to,  as 
showing  that  the  opposition  to  President  Jack- 
son's administration  had  almost  uniformly 
favored  a  profuse  and  extravagant  expenditure 
of  the  public  money.  When  he-had  first  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  which  was  at  the_  first 
session  of  Congress  after  the  late  President 
came  into  ofiice,  he  had  found  the  Opposition, 
which  was  mainly  composed  of  the  old  Amer- 
ican System  party,  almost  uniformly  urging 
and  voting  for  the  most  wasteful  appropriations 
of  the  public  money.  There  was  no  system 
of  pensioning,  however  great  the  charge  which 
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it  wa3  likely  to  bring  on  the  Treasury,  that 
did  not,  in  the  main,  meet  their  favor  and  sup- 
port. There  was  no  object  of  internal  im- 
provement, however  improper  and  unconstitu- 
tional, that  it  did  not  find  from  them  a  warm 
sympathy  and  ready  advocacy.  They  were, 
in  the  main,  as  a  party,  the  supporters  of  the 
great  project  for  a  national  road  from  Bufi^alo 
to  New  Orleans,  the  cost  of  which  was  esti- 
mated at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  It  was  this  profuse  system  of  extrav- 
agance, which  at  that  day  found  so  much 
favor  with  the  Oppo^^ition,  that  led  to  the 
menjorable  veto  of  President  Jackson,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Maysville  road  hill;  at 
which  time  bills  were  pending  before  Con- 
gress for  various  projects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  largely 
upwards  of  one  hundred  millions,  and  which 
were  mostly  arrested  by  that  memorable  deci- 
sion of  the  President,  and  the  public  Treasury 
saved  from  a  system  of  the  most  wasteful 
prodigality.  It  was  true,  that  when  some  sur- 
plus had  begun  to  accumulate  in  the  Treasury, 
and  a  plan  for  distribution  among  the  States 
had  been  formed,  the  language  of  economy  had 
sometimes  been  heard  from  that  quarter.  It 
was  a  much  more  rapid  and  expeditious  way 
of  operating  on  public  opinion,  to  act  on  entire 
States,  than  by  the  slower  and  more  detailed 
plan  of  acting  on  sections,  by  granting  appro- 
priations for  roads,  rivers,  &c.  Hence  this 
change,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  plan  of  the  Oppo- 
sition and  American  System  party.  In  this 
point  of  view  he  had  always  regarded  the 
possession  of  a  surplus  more  as  a  source  of  weak- 
ness than  of  patronage  to  those  in  power.  By 
the  dexterous  use  which  the  Opposition  had 
been  disposed  to  make  of  it,  it  had  been  in 
reality  turned  against  the  Administration,  and 
bad  been  a  source  of  patronage  to  those  out 
of  power,  to  aid  their  designs  in  obtaining 
power. 

Mr.  B.  said,  therefore,  on  a  review  of  the 
whole  course  and  policy  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  in  this  country,  that  no  impar- 
tial mind  could  fail  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  and  present  Ad- 
ministrations had,  by  favoring  a  reduction  of 
duties,  and  restricting  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  greatly  promoted  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure,  in  comparison  with 
the  system  of  extravagance  which  would  have 
prevailed  if  the  policy  of  the  Opposition  had 
succeeded.  It  was  not  for  those  who  had  in- 
troduced and  established  an  exorbitant  system 
of  duties  and  taxes,  by  which  large  and  unne- 
cessary .sums  were  brought  into  the  Treasury, 
to  reproach  others  with  extravagance. 

Mr.  Weight  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  answering 
all  the  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made.  Some  of  them  were  well  imderstood, 
and  would  be  easily  corrected.  For  instance, 
we  liaye  been  told,  said  he,  that  ten  millions 
of  debt  were  contracted  by  the  bUl  of  the  extra 


session,  and  that  ten  millions  more  were  asked 
for  now.  Now  every  gentleman  knew  that 
ten  millions  could  not  be  exceeded,  and  that 
not  one  dollar  of  Treasury  notes  could  be 
issued  under  this  bill,  except  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  note  that  had  been  redeemed  and 
cancelled.  "With  reference  to  the  amendment 
))roposing  to  reduce  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  two  millions,  he  would  observe  that  there 
were  the  expenditures  under  the  General  Ap- 
propriation and  Navy  bills  to  be  provided  for, 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  a  bill  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  Florida  war  must  soon  be 
expected  here ;  and  from  information  they  had, 
at  least  two  millions  had  been  expended  on 
that  object  alone,  and  drafts  to  a  large  amount 
for  that  service  were  waiting  here  for  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing the  question  how  the  Treasury  came  to  he 
at  present  out  of  money.  He  should  be  able 
to  answer  that  question  out  of  the  book,  and 
in  such  a  way  that  there  should  not  be  a  man, 
woman,  or  child,  in  the  country  but  would  be 
able  to  understand  it.  It  was  because  the 
Congress  of  1836  distributed  among  the  States 
not  only  the  surplus,  but  nine  millions  of 
appropriated  moneys.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing this  fact.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  every  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress  must  remain  two 
years  to  be  applied  to  the  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  then,  if  not  applied 
for,  it  was  to  go  into  the  surplus  fund.  When 
the  bill  of  1836  was  passed,  this  policy  of  the 
Government  was  violated,  and  it  took  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day, 
whether  it  was  appropriated  or  not.  The 
distribution  was  peremptory  on  that  head,  and 
divided  the  money,  not  that  which  remained 
after  answering  the  appropriations,  but  that 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  stave-ofl'  policy  was  pursued 
then,  as  now,  and  it  was  midsummer  before 
the  appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  stated,  there  was  a  recapture  of 
the  appropriations.  He  denounced  the  recap- 
ture at  the  time,  and  at  the  ensuing  session, 
when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, showing  that  $9,646,000  had  been  recap- 
tured, he  called  for  the  objects  for  which  the 
appropriations  thus  recaptured  had  been  made, 
and  a  detailed  statement  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  explaining  them.  These  facts  were 
known  to  every  gentleman  here,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  represented  to  the  people  that  the 
Treasury  is  destitute  in  consequence  of  extrava- 
gance. If  he  had  known  that  these  statements 
would  have  been  made,  he  would  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  document,  and  shown 
the  portion  of  these  appropriations  that  had 
been  recaptured.  These  Treasury  notes  were 
now  wanted  to  pay  for  them.  He  took  his 
stand,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  with  five  or  six  others, 
against  this  Distribution  bill,  and  he  now  con- 
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gratulated  himself  that  he  had  done  so.  The  con- 
sequences resulting  from  this  bill  had  shown  that 
he  was  right.  He  said  at  the  time  that  it  was 
an  illusion;  that  there  was  no  money;  that 
it  was  all  bank  credits,  that  would  vanish  into 
nothing  as  soon  as  the  banks  were  called  upon. 
He  remembered  a  former  occasion,  when  all 
this  song  of  a  surplus  was  sung  in  the  same 
key,  and  ended  very  much  in  the  same 
manner.  When  he  came  into  Congress,  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  time,  we  had  an  income  of  forty  mil- 
lions, and  a  surplus  of  nine  millions,  and  in  the 
next  there  was  not  a  dollar— no  recapture. 
In  the  first  year  he  was  here,  eight  millions 
were  borrowed,  and  that  too  within  a  year 
after  Mr.  Monroe  had  called  on  Congress  to 
know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  recollected  the  word  "  bam- 
iooded."  It  had  been  quoted  by  the  Senator 
as  often  in  1836  as  to-day,  and  was  a  kind  of 
catch  phrase  used  for  political  effect.  Mr.  T. 
contended  that  if  the  deposit  law  had  gone 
into  operation  as  originally  intended,  all  the 
present  disasters  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  has  told  us  that 
he  was  proud  he  was  one  of  the  six  that  had 
stood  up  against  that  measure,  and  that  he  had 
warned  gentlemen  at  the  time  that  it  would 
destroy  the  banks.  It  so  happened  that  two 
of  the  cashiers  of  banks  of  New  York  had  told 
him  to  take  the  money  out  of  their  hands,  and 
deposit  it  with  the  States,  and  tliat  conversa- 
tion was  what  induced  him  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect.  It  was  well  known 
the  President  said  he  would  veto  such  a  bill ; 
and  with  this  threat  of  the  veto  over  our 
heads,  the  bill  was  not  passed  as  originally 
drafted.  If  it  had,  we  should  now  have  had 
any  money  that  we  might  have  wanted,  had  it 
not  been  for  Executive  interference.  If  this 
act  had  not  been  passed,  which  arrested  the 
eight  or  nine  millions  that  the  Senator  spoke 
of,  where  would  the  gentleman  now  have 
been  if  his  magnificent  schemes  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out?  If  the  report  sent  in 
by  Secretary  Cass  had  not  had  the  effect  to 
arrest  this  extravagant  appropriation,  instead 
of  now  being  called  on  for  ten  millions,  we 
should  be  required  to  give  twenty  or  thirty 
millions. 

Mr.  Oeittendeit  said  he  did  not  understand 
how  this' nine  millions  was  recaptured. 

Mr.  Benton.  Here  take  the  book  and  read  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Ceittenden, 

Ml'.  Bbnton"  said  he  meant  to  speak  out  of 
the  book,  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Tallmadge)  had  denied  that  the 
distribution  act  had  contributed  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks,  and  gave  as  his  authority 
information  derived  from  gentlemen  who  were 
directors  of  two  of  the  New  York  banks.  Now 
he  had  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  others,  at  a  convention  of  the  city  of  New 
York  banks,  and  as  that  report  was  made  for 
all  of  them,  the  two  banks  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  must  have  been  of  the  number.    The 


report  was  made  before  a  meeting  of  all  the 
banks  of  the  city,  and  approved  of  by  the 
whole  of  them. 

Now  here  was  an  enumeration  of  the  causes 
which  produced  a  stoppage  of  the  New  York 
banks.  Four  causes  were  given;  and  one  of 
them  was  the  simultaneous  withdrawal  of  the 
public  deposits,  etc.  Now,  what  caused  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deposits?  It  was 
caused  by  the  distribution  act,  and  not  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  what  he 
asserted;  and  he  was  supported  in  the  asser- 
tion by  all  the  banks  of  New  York.  None 
of  the.  extravagant  appropriations  were  njen- 
tioned  in  the  report  of  the  New  York  banks. 
His  fortification  bill  was  not  mentioned ;  and 
even  the  Specie  Circular  was  not  thought  of. 

Mr.  OALHOtnr  said  that  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  Deposit  act  of  1836  was  so  impe- 
rious, and  its  benefits  so  manifest,  that  it  re- 
quired but  little  to  be  said  in  its  vindication. 
Such  was  the  urgency,  that  it  is  well  known 
many  who  were  disinclined  to  the  meas- 
ure, felt  compelled  to  give  it  their  reluctant 
support,  as  the  only  possible  means  of  extricat- 
ing the  country  from  overwhelming  difficulties, 
and  of  saving  any  portion  of  the  immense  sur- 
plus that  had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  and 
which  was  still  daily  augmenting.  If  there 
had  been  no  other  argument  in  its  favor,  the 
one  which  is  so  clearly  stated  and  forcibly 
urged  in  the  late  report  of  the  Pinance  Com- 
mittee on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  was  all-snfBcient.  That 
document  clearly  proves,  as  was  urged  at  the 
time,  that  a  vicious  circle  had  been  formed 
from  the  deposit  banks  to  the  speculators  in 
land,  and  from  them  to  the  land  offices,  and 
thence  again  to  the  banks ;  by  which  millions 
of  millions  of  the  choicest  portions  of  the 
public  domain  were,  at  every  revolution, 
passed  from  the  peojile  to  the  speculators  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  Every  time  the  wheel 
went  round  the  surplus  was  increased,  and  the 
capacity  for  another  and  more  sweeping  revo- 
lution augmented  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  Deposit  act,  by  ^^■ithdrawing  tlie  funds 
from  the  banks,  and  placing  them  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  States,  cut  and  destroyed  this 
circle,  and  broke  down  the  speculation ;  which, 
if  it  had  continued  another  year  unchecked, 
would  have  transferred  most  of  the  public 
lands  worth  having  from  the  Government  to 
those  whom  the  banks  might  choose  to  des- 
ignate. It  did  more :  it  saved  the  large 
amount  which  was  withdrawn  from  the  banks, 
and  safely  deposited  with  the  States,  much  of 
which,  without  it,  must  necessarily  have  been 
lost. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
funds  from  the  banks  was  the  cause  of  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment.  That  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done  accelerated  that  event,  he 
did  not  doubt ;  but  it  was  idle  and  preposter- 
ous to  suppose  that  the  suspension  would  not 
have  taken  place  without  it.    The  approximate 
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cause  of  that  was  tlie  indebtedness  of  the 
banks  beyond  their  means  of  payment ;  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  deposits  so  far  from  con- 
tributing to  its  increase,  was  the  most  effectual 
measure  that  could  be  devised  to  arrest  its 
further  progress. 

But  we  are  also  told  that  it  is  the  cause  of 
the  present  embarrassment  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that  if  we  could  command  the  deposits  with  the 
States,  we  should  have  ample  means.  That  is 
true ;  but  he  did  not  regard  it  an  evil.  It  is, 
on  the  contrary,  a  great  good,  and  one  in- 
tended by  the  passage  of  the  act.  In  the 
midst  of  the  vast  profusion  of  means,  which 
the  now  expiring  protective  tariff  poured  into 
the  Treasury,  the  Government  had  lost  all  con- 
ception of  economy  and  accountability. 

He  foresaw  the  evil,  and  recommended,  some 
years  since,  in  a  report  on  Executive  patronage, 
the  measure  now  complained  of,  as  the  only 
effectual  remedy  for  the  great  and  growing 
danger.  He  then  saw  clearly  that  nothing 
could  reach  the  evil,  but  the  withdrawal  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  which  could  only  be  effected 
by  placing  it  in  the  custody  of  the  States. 
This  the  deposit  act  did,  and  its  operation  now 
begins  to  tell.  The  Government  can  no  long- 
er indulge  in  boundless  extravagance.  It  must 
economize. 

Among  those  who  had  resisted  extravagant 
appropriations,  he  had  constantly  stood ;  and 
he  now  gave  notice,  that  he  would  support  no 
party  that  did  not  make  economy  and  account- 
ability a  leading  article  in  their  creed  and 
practice.  They  were  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  free  institutions.  He  regarded  fifteen 
millions  annually  as  ample  for  the  support  of 
the  Government,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  it  might  be  well  ad- 
ministered for  three  millions  less,  allowing  for 
the  navy  five  or  six  millions  annually.  Mr. 
Monroe's  administration,  which  was  charged 
with  extravagance,  did  not  average  more  than 
ten,  deducting  the  payment  on  the  national 
debt,  although  the  pensions  then  were  nearly 
as  great  as  at  present. 

Mr.  0.  said  that  his  colleague  had  made  an 
objection  against  the  constitutionality  of  this 
bill,  which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was 
a  rule  with  him,  where  the  constitution  is  sup- 
posed to  be  involved,  to  bestow  his  serious  con- 
sideration before  lie  acted ;  and,  if  he  saw 
reasons  to  doubt,  not  to  give  his  assent.  He 
had  complied  with  the  rule  in  this  case,  and  the 
result  was  a  clear  conviction  that  the  bill  was 
constitutional.  The  right  had  been  exercised 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Govei-nment, 
without  being  before  questioned ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  conception,  came  within  the  powers 
expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  borrow  money, 
which  meant  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
raise  supplies  on  the  public  credit.  Interest 
was  not  essential  to  borrowing ;  and  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  supplies  with  interest,  and  to  prohibit  it 


without  it.  He  denied  that  Treasury  notes  were 
bills  of  credit  in  any  proper  sense  of  those 
terms.  They  were  intended  to  raise  sup- 
plies to  meet  a  temporary  deficit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  were,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than 
means  of  anticipating  the  revenue. 

His  colleague  is  the  strenuous  advocate  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  which  authorizes 
the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes 
of  the  specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scruples 
as  to  the  right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of 
banks  that  do  not  pay  specie.  Now,  no  one 
will  deny  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  in  the  dues  of  the  Government,  is  virtu- 
ally to  endorse  on  each  note  that  it  shall  be 
received  in  the  public  dues;  or  that,  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  do  the  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be 
denied,  that  if  the  Government  has  the  right  to 
write  on  the  back  of  a  bank  note,  that  it  will 
be  received  in  the  public  dues,  it  has  an  equal 
right  to  write  the  same  on  a  blank  piece  of  pa- 
per, or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  to  make  a 
Treasury  note.  The  truth  is,  that  to  authorize 
bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the  public  dues,  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
that  extent.  Treasury  notes,  and  is,  pro  tanto, 
as  much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as 
if  done  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter,  Williams, 
Wright,  and  Young — 27. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  McKean,  Merrick,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Spenoe,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and  White— IS. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Satuhdat,  May  19. 
The  Hon.  Linn"  Banks,  member  elect  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 


TtTESDAT,  May  29. 
North-east  Boundary. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Maine  for  aggressions,  &o.,  committed  on  her 
boundary,  was  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  Evans  said:  The  Message  referred  to 
claims  of  the  State  of  Maine  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  relation 
to  the  boundary,  but  that  he  considered  the 
least  important  question  for  consideration. 
Maine,  he  said,  was  averse  to  the  original  prop- 
osition, which  was  made  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1833;  and  there  had  been  a  controversy 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments 
ever  since,  and  they  could  never  agree,  but  the 
original  proposition  has  been  coupled  with  a 
highly  objectionable  principle  of  surveying  and 
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exploration.  It  went  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
commission,  and  Instead  of  allowing  them  to 
examine  and  run  the  line  according  to  the 
treaty,  they  would  be  compelled  to  run  a  line 
different  from  that  heretofore  contended  for. 
They  would  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  true 
north  line,  and  run  a  line  westward,  which 
would  be  in  effect  an  abandonment  of  all  the 
claims  made  on  our  part.  Maine  insisted  that 
the  commission  should  not  be  restricted  by  any 
thing  but  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  because  it 
was  apparent  that  the  restrictions  proposed 
would  all  operate  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Government  of  Great  Britain  propos- 
ed that  the  commission  should  ascertain  a  point 
in  the  highlands,  which  divide  the  waters,  and 
it  would  inevitatily  give  them  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  for  the  commissioners  would 
certainly  stop  at  the  only  point  where  they 
could  agree,  and  that  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
point  south  of  Mars  Hill,  where  they  had  always 
been  willing  the  line  should  run.  He  went  Into 
an  examination  of  the  terms^f  the  treaty,  and 
referred  to  various  acts  of  parliament  and  proc- 
lamations, together  with  the  original  charters 
of  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts,  Quebec,  and 
Nova  Scotia,  and  contended  that  the  original 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  (now  Maine,)  was 
upon  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  and  after  the  act 
of  Parliament  in  1784,  which,  he  contended, 
confirmed  and  recognized  the  boundary  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  referred  to  the  north-west 
angle  of  that  province  as  the  starting  point  to 
run  the  boundary  of  Maine,  and  from  that  time 
to  this,  the  angle,  as  mentioned  in  the  treaty, 
had  been  fully  recognized,  and  well  known. 
But  he  objected  to  the  terms  of  the  commission, 
that  they  omitted  altogether  to  take  that  start- 
ing point,  and  proposed  to  find  another  and  a 
different  one ;  and  all  the  evidence  contained 
in  charters,  treaties,  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
maps,  was  to  be  left  out  of  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Faiefield  referred  to  and  read  several 
papers  to  show  that  the  proposition  of  the 
American  Government  would  be  favorable,  and 
that  it  was  agreed  in  the  conditions  that  the 
award  of  the  commission  should  be  final  and 
binding  upon  the  parties;  and  he  thought  it 
would  lead  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  award. 

Mr.  OnsHiNo  went  into  a  protest  against  tlie 
terms  proposed  for  the  commission,  and  said 
that  Great  Britain  had  always  declared  that 
they  would  stop  south  of  the  boundary  claimed, 
and  would  never  consent  to  go  farther  north 
than  Mars  Hill.  He  considered  the  American 
proposition  was  an  entire  abandonment  of  the 
claims  of  this  country.  It  was  yielding  to  the 
false  assumption  that  there  were  no  such  high- 
lands as  were  described  in  the  treaty,  which 
were  to  be  reached  by  a  line  running  due  north 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  This 
false  assumption  had  been  made  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  by  consenting  to  the  proposition,  our 
Government  would  yield  the  point,  because,  by 
consenting  to  run  a  line  in  a  different  direction 
to  other  highlands,  It  would  concede  that  no 


such  highlands  existed  as  were  mentioned  in 
the  treaty.  Another  objection  was  that  Great 
Britain  had,  in  the  negotiations  of  1783,  and  in 
1814,  asserted  that  the  United  States  held  all 
their  lands  as  a  grantee,  and  could  hold  no  ter- 
ritory to  which  they  could  not  show  a  title  by 
deed.  This  ground  he  was  disposed  to  resist  as 
fatal  and  false,  involving  questions  of  boundary 
wherever  our  frontier  met  with  that  of  Great 
Britain. 


"Wednesday,  May  30. 
Representatives  from,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Gaeland,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  had  to  an- 
nounce to  the  House  that  the  agreeable  duty 
bad  been  confided  to  him,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
extremely  agreeable  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  that  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi had  re-afiirmed  the  election  made  by 
themselves  in  November  last,  in  sending  See- 
GEANT  S.  Peentiss  and  Thomas  J.  Woed,  as 
their  representatives  in  the  2oth  Congress. 

Messrs.  Peentiss  and  Woed  then  presented 
themselves  for  qualification,  and  as  the  Speakee 
was  about  to  administer  the  oath — 

Mr.  Peentiss  said,  before  taking  the  oath,  he 
wished  to  state  his  objections,.  Though  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  the 
election  just  taken  place,  he  himself  did  not 
believe  that  election  to  be  constitutional  or  val- 
id. In  taking  the  oath,  sir,  said  he,  I  shall  take 
it  under  the  previous  election,  in  November 
last,  and  not  under  the  recent  one,  because,  in 
our  consciences,  we  do  not  believe  the  latter  to 
be  constitutional  or  valid. 

Sescision  of  the  Treasury  Specie  Order. 
Mr.  Shields  called  for  the  reading  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  iti  Congress 
assembled,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make,  or  to  continue  in  force, 
any  general  order  ■which  shall  create  any  difference 
between  the  different  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which  debts  or  dues 
accruing  to  the  United  States  may  be  paid. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded,  the  main  question  order- 
ed, and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Boon  said  he  would  content  himself  with 
demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand,  and  the 
main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution, having  thus  been  ordered  thereon — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Ayorigg,  Banlss,  Beirne, 
Boll,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Boon,  Briggs,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Dawson,  Davee, 
Daviea,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Eve- 
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rett,  Ewing,  Fairfield,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Gal- 
lup, James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode, 
William  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hall,  Halstead,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Lincoln, 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  James  M.  Mason,  Samson 
Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mc- 
Clelkn,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Is^aylor, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Parmenter,  Patterson, 
Peck,  Pennybacker,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rari- 
den,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Robinson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
Sheffer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stuart,  Stratton,  TaUa- 
ferro,  Taylor,  Tillinghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Underwood, 
Vanderveer,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H,  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Worthington, 
Yell,  and  Yorke— 154. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Atherton,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duijcan,  Far- 
rington,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fry,  Harrison,  Holt,  Hubley, 
Keim,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Moore,  Parris,  Petriken,  Rives,  Sheplor, 
Spencer,  Thomas,  Tumey,  and  Jared  W.  Williams 
—29. 


IN  SENATE. 

Friday,  June  1. 

Iowa  Territory — Motion  to  malce  the  Tenure  of 
Judges  during  Good  Behavior — Rejected  he- 
cause  the  Constitution  does  not  apply  to  Ter- 
ritories. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  bill  to  divide  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  establish  the  Territorial  government  of 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  making  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  judges 
during  good  behavior,  instead  of  for  four  years, 
as  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sevieb  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
of  the  inconvenience  of  having  officers  for  life, 
who  must  be  continued  in  office,  no  matter  how 
nnqualified,  unless  they  could  be  convicted  un- 
der an  impeachment,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
flciilt  to  be  done.  He  thought  it  the  safest 
practice  that  the  tenure  of  office  for  all  public 
servants  should  be  for  short  periods. 

Mr.  NoEVELL  said,  that  if  any  defect  or  incon- 
venience resulted  from  the  tenure  of  good  be- 
havior, prescribed  in  this  bill  as  the  tenure  hy 
which  the  judges  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  were 
to  hold  their  offices,  the  fault  was  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  first  section 
of  the  third  article  of  that  instrument  provides 
that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in 
such  inferior  Courts  as  the  Congress  may,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.    The  judges 


both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall 
hold  their  offices  during  good  iehavior."  The 
judges  of  the  Territories  are  the  United  States 
judges,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
under  the  authority  of  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  are  not  United  States  judges, 
they  must  be  foreign  judges,  or  no  judges  at  all. 
In  the  government  of  the  North-western  Terri- 
tory, the  first  Territorial  government  establish- 
ed by  the  United  States,  and  estabhshed  in  the 
same  year  in  which  the  constitution  was 
framed,  a  provision  is  found  constituting  a 
court  of  three  judges ;  "  and  their  commissiems 
shall  continue  in  force  during  good  behavior.^' 
This  may  be  considered  a  contemporaneous  in- 
terpretation of  the  constitutional  provision  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  and  character  of  the  ju- 
dicial ofiioe  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  considered  the  constitution  clear 
on  this  subject.  While,  therefore,  he  should, 
if  unrestrained  by  that  instrument,  be  in  favor 
of  a  term  of  years,  instead  of  the  term  for  life, 
he  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
which  proposed  to  limit  the  tenure  of  these 
Iowa  judges  to  four  years. 

Messrs.  Allen  and  Moeeis  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, contending  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  did  not  apply  to  the  Territories. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  was  lost, 
and  after  amendments,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
bo  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  June  4. 
Boolcs  for  Memhers. 

Mr.  CusHiNG  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  forty  copies,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  three  hundred 
and  sixty  copies  (in  addition  to  the  number  he  is  now 
authorized  to  deliver  to  those  officers)  of  the  1st  vol- 
ume of  the  4th  series,  now  published,  of  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  the  American  Revolution,  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Clark  and  Force ;  and  that  he 
deliver  a  like  number  of  copies  to  each  of  those 
officers,  of  every  succeeding  volume  of  that  work, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  same  shall  have  been  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  publishers. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  of  the  copies  so  furnished,  to  distribute  one 
to  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  each  Territorial  delegate  of  the 
23d,  24th,  and  25th  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  under  some  former  act  or  reso- 
lution «f  Congress. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  0.  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  which  prevailed — ayes 
104,  noes  not  counted. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  twice,  and  the 
question  being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  Bond  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  but 
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the  House  refused,  and  the  other  stage  was 
passed  to,  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 


TnuESDAT,  June  7. 
Pre-emption  Bill. 

The  Senate  "  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  actual  settlers,"  was  taken  up. 

The  OnAiK  propounded  the  question  on  the 
first  amendment,  proposed  by  the  House  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands,  which  was  to  except 
from  the  operations  of  the  pre-emption,  the 
Miami  reserve  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  acquired 
by  treaty,  of  which  the  proclamation  was  made 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the 
22d  of  December  last, 

Mr.  Boon  said  the  subject  under  consideration 
was  one  of  very  deep  interest  to  a  numerous 
and  most  meritorious  class  of  citizens  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories. 

Mr,  GooDE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  granting  the  reserved  alternate  sections  at 
the  price  of  $2  50  per  acre,  on  the  Miami  canal 
line,  in  that  State,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  except 
those  sections  now  settled  and  improved. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mat  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
law  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  any  per- 
sons who  may  now,  or  shall  hereafter,  have 
lived  twelve  months  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  general  consent,  the  bill  and  various 
amendments  pending,  were  all  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thuesdat,  June  Y. 

Florida'  Indian   War,  and  CheroTcee  Treaty  of 

1835. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Weioht,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  House  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  prevention  and  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  for  1838,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  in  1837. 

Mr.  Lttmpkin  said :  I  had  indulged  the  hope, 
and  still  indulge  it,  that  the  Senate  would  be 
permitted  to  act  promptly  on  this  appropria- 
tion bill,  without  bringing  -into  its  discussion 
the  exciting  topics  of  the  Florida  and  Cherokee 
treaties,  and  the  Florida  war.  The  service  of 
the  country  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  at  this  time  suffering  for  the  want  of 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  Drafts  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollai-s  are  at  this  mo- 
ment pressed  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  cannot  be  discharged  till  we  pass  this 
bill.  The  citizens  of  the  country,  who  have 
given  full  and  fair  consideration  for  official 
and  legal  drafts  on  your  Treasury,  ought  not  to 
be  delayed  in  receiving  their  just  dues. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Peeston.) 


The  gentleman,  with  his  usual  eloquence, 
has  eulogized  the  savage  chief  Oseola,  apparent- 
ly forgetful  of  the  many  horrid  deeds  which  led 
to  the  catastrophe  of  this  extraordinary  man. 
When  I  hear  Oseola  eulogized  on  the  floor  of 
this  Senate,  I  can  hut  remember  the  treachery 
of  this  much  indulged  man  to  his  friend  and 
benefactor,  the  lamented  General  Wiley  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  with  whom  I  was  long  associat- 
ed in  public  life,  and  who  was  long  a  respected 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  Yes, 
this  bloodthirsty  Oseola,  not  only  murdered 
General  Thompson,  but  was,  and  has  been,  the 
principal  organ  of  all  the  horrors  of  the  Florida 
war,  indiscriminately  levelled  against  every  age 
and  sex.  Sir,  if  I  fail  to  express  my  sympathy 
in  strains  of  equal  eloquence  with  the  Senator 
from  Soufh  Carolina,  for  the  sufierings  of  the 
deserving  portion  of  the  native  race,  I  will  not 
yield  to  the  gentleman  my  claims  to  feelings  as 
refined,  enlarged,  and  sympathetic  for  sufiering 
humanity,  even  when  a  savage  is  the  victim. 

The  gentleman  has  given  us  a  history  of  his 
support  and  defence  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1835,  and  has  manifested  marked  zeal  in  the 
defence  of  my  State,  and  a  portion  of  its  public 
functionaries.  I  thank  him  kindly  for  all  this 
voluntary  service.  But,  we  find  mingled  with 
all  this  support  of  the  treaty,  and  zeal  to  have 
it  faithfully  and  speedily  executed,  a  spirit  and 
bearing  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman,  which, 
to  my  mind,  is  calculated  to  do  great  injus- 
tice to  the  Administration  which  made  and  has 
sustained  this  treaty ;  as  well  as  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  who  have  borne  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day,  in  bringing  our  Indian 
relations  to  their  present  attitude. 

The  gentleman  reminds  me  of  what  I  have 
often  seen  in  the  course  of  a  life  not  now  a 
very  short  one,  that  is :  persons  vociferous  in  a 
cause  after  the  victory  was  achieved,  and  per- 
sons, too,  who  stood  aloof  while  the  battle 
raged.  I  will  never  permit  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  uncontested,  to  step  in  at  this 
late  day,  and  cap-y  off  whatever  meed  of  praise 
may  be  due  to  those  who  have  struggled  so  long 
to  relieve  my  beloved  State  from  an  Indian  popu- 
lation, I  truly  thank  him  for  all  his  kind  feelings 
and  services  to  my  State,  and  her  citizens, 
whether  private  or  public  men.  But  all  this 
kindness  and  zeal  for  my  State  and  her  distin- 
guished citizens,  shall  not  induce  me  silently  to 
acquiesce  in  direct  or  indirect  censure,  when  im- 
properly cast  upon  me,  or  the  Administration  of 
the  Federal  Government  which  I  support. 

The  Cherokee  treaty  of  1835,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  to  disparage  the  Government  and  the 
Indians  who  formed  it,  I  repeat,  as  I  have  often 
done  before,  it  is  a  monument  of  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  Government  on  one  side,  and  a 
standing  record  of  the  honesty  and  pure  pa- 
triotism of  the  Cherokees  who  negotiated  it,  on 
the  other  side, 

I  was  invited,  at  an  early  day,  to_  aid  as  a 
commissioner  in  the  execution  of  this  treaty, 
and  have  been  familiar  with  every  important 
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transaction  ■  since,  up  to  tlie  present  day.  The 
Executive  Government  has  uniformly,  and  at 
all  times,  expressed  an  unwavering  determina- 
tion to  carry  out  and  execute  the  treaty,  with- 
out infringement  or  change  of  its  provisions. 
It  has  as  uniformly,  constantly,  and  sincerely 
expressed  a  desire  to  discharge  this  duty  in  a 
spirit  of  the  utmost  kindness  and  liberality  tow- 
ards the  Cherokee  people.  In  all  this  I  have 
concurred  and  co-operated  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

But  I  have. uniformly  dissented  to  that  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  which  has  per- 
mitted John  Eoss  and  his  followers,  while  con- 
stantly protesting  against  the  validity  of  the 
treaty,  receiving  the  countenance  and  courtesy 
which  they  have  done  from  the  Government.  I 
have  imiformly  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  best  and  safest  way  to  have  executed  this 
treaty  would  have  been,  from  the  first,  kindly, 
hut  firmly,  to  have  used  the  imperative  language 
to  Ross  and  his  followers — to  have  said  the  argu- 
ment is  exhausted  in  regard  to  the  ti:eaty — It 
must  le  executed.  I  believe  that  no  proposi- 
tions from  Eoss  should  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained, without  being  accompanied  by  a  pledge 
to  cease  from  all  opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Oherokees.  But  I  believe  this  difference  of 
opinion  originated  from  no  difference  of  object. 
It  was  the  desire  of  all  to  execute  the  treaty  in 
that  manner  which  might  be  best  for  all  the 
parties  in  interest. 

On  taking  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  I  found  Eoss 
and  his  delegation  still  here,  memorializing 
Congress,  and  making  propositions  to  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  In  the  month  of  March,  I 
found,  from  information  derived  from  dif- 
erent  sources,  that  the  Executive  Government 
here  was  still  urged  by  gentlemen  in  high  official 
stations,  to  the  ]iolioy  of  conciliating  Eoss  by 
increased  liberality  in  money.  Amongst  oth- 
ers, I  will  i-ead  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Gov- 
ernor Gilmer  of  Georgia,  to  the  Secretary  of 
AVar,  dated  March  5,  1838.  The  Governor 
says:  "The  best  informed  persons  residing 
among  the  Oherokees  express  the  opinion  that 
Eoss  can,  if  he  will,  remove  his  people  at  once. 
To  avoid  the  great  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  Indians,  which  may  be  sacri- 
ficed if  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force,  the 
Government  can  well  afford  to  pay  a  very  lib- 
eral price  for  the  voluntary  and  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  Indians.  To  enable  Eoss  and 
the  chiefs  to  effect  this  object,  I  believe  it  to 
,  be  necessary  for  them  first  to  return  home,  see 
their  people,  and  let  them  be  satisfied  that  their 
efibrts  to  change  the  treaty  have  been  honest, 
though  unavailing.  The  Oherokees  are  so  sus- 
picious of  their  chiefs,  that  even  Eoss,  as  en- 
tirely As  he  has  their  confidence,  might  lose  all 
power  to  serve  them  if  he  attempted  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Government,  for  their  emi- 
gration, before  they  were  consulted,  and  their 
approval  of  the  measure  obtained.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment should  ascertain  upon  Boss's  return 


home,  that  he  had  tlie  power,  and  was  willing 
to  undertake  the  removal  of  his  people,  the 
terms  of  the  contract  could  be  agreed  upon 
without  difiiculty  or  delay."  "  If  the  pertinaci- 
ty of  Eoss  should  create  any  difficulty,  it  might 
be  obviated  in  making  no  reference  in  his  con- 
tract to  the  treaty." 

Very  many  letters  from  other  persons  of  high 
respectability  and  official  standing,  to  the  same 
purport  of  Governor  Gilmer's,  may  be  foimd  on 
the  files  of  the  War  Department.  Indeed,  I 
have  always  myself  anticipated  mischief  grow- 
ing out  of  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  unless 
the  influence  of  Eoss  was  neutralized  by  force 
or  purchase.  Under  this  aspect  of  the  subject, 
and  after  both  branches  of  Congress  had  given 
sufficient  evidence  of  a  determination  to  exe- 
cute the  treaty,  regardless  of  the  remonstrances 
of  Eoss,  and  the  silly  petitions  of  persons  whol- 
ly ignorant  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
were  petitioning,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Eoss  might  possibly  be  in  a  situation  to  yield 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  let  them 
emigrate  to  the  West  in  peace.  And  hence  my 
assent  was  given  to  the  views  suggested  in  the 
extract  of  Gov.  Gilmer's  letter,  which  I  have 
read.  And  while  I  have  uniformly  protested 
against  any  movement  which  might  in  the 
slightest  degree  retard  the  removal  of  the  Oher- 
okees, I  have,  nevertheless,uniformly  and  freely 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  moment  when 
all  opposition  to  the  treaty  by  Eoss  and  his 
party  should  be  yielded  up,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  to  emigrate  with  reasonable  despatch, 
from  that  moment  the  Indians  would  be  secured 
from  any  unreasonable  pressure  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Georgia. 

I  am  fully  apprised  of  the  great  excitement 
which  has  been  produced  in  my  own  State,  and 
elsewhere,  arising  out  of  the  propositions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  John  Eoss,  lately  submit- 
ted to  Congress.  I  am  not  only  apprised  of  the 
excitement,  but  of  the  misapprehension  which 
seems  to  exist  on  this  subject.  I  perceive  from 
tlie  newspapers  of  Georgia  and  other  States,  as 
well  as  from  the  letters  which  I  receive  from 
my  constituents,  that  an  impression  has  been 
made  upon  the  public  mind  that  the  Government 
was  desirous,  and  had  proposed,  unnecessarily, 
to  delay  the  emigration  of  the  Oherokees  for 
two  years.  This  I  know  to  be  an  entire  misap- 
prehension. The  extension  proposed  to  the 
States  by  the  Government,  and  that  in  the  most 
delicate  and  respectful  manner,  was  never  in- 
tended to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  required  b/a  due  regard  to  the 
common  dictates  of  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Oherokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  consistent  with  health  and  com- 
fort. General  Scott  is,  moreover,  instructed  to 
continue  the  prosecution  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians,  and  whether 
their  removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compulsion, 
or  voluntary  emigration  under  their  own 
agents,  so  to  conduct  his  operations  as  to 
place  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  there  in  posses- 
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sion  of  their  property  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  I  admit  that  the  propositions  made 
to  John  Ross,  by  the  Secretary  of  "War,  might 
have  been  put  in  .a  form  less  liable  to  misappre- 
hension. But  I  know  positively  that  the  exposi- 
tion given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  his  letter 
to  Ross,  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  views 
which  he  expressed  to  me  before  making  his 
propositions  to  Ross.  The  Secretary  had  am- 
ple grounds  to  believe  that  Congress  entertained 
the  most  liberal  feelings  towards  the  Cherokees, 
and  would  willingly  soothe  them,  as  far  as  that 
could  reasonably  be  done,  by  additional  appro- 
priations of  money  to  be  applied  to  their  com- 
fort. 

The  position  of  the  Federal  Administration 
of  the  Government  has,  upon  this  Indian  sub- 
ject, for  many  years  past,  been  most  delicate 
and  peculiar.  Especially  since  the  commence- 
ment of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and 
his  manifested  determination  to  relieve  the 
Southern  States  from  the  disadvantages  of  an 
Indian  population.  His  untiring  vigilance  and 
perseverance  on  this  subject  is  now  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Government.  But  at  every 
step  a  most  formidable  and  peculiar  opposition 
has  embarrassed  the  Govei-nment  in  the  prose- 
cution of  its  Indian  policy.  The  Administration 
has  not  only  had  to  encounter  the  combined  and 
regularly  organized  Opposition,  which  were 
known  as  open  and  avowed  opponents,  but 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  less  informed,  have  been 
used  as  opponents  to  the  Indian  policy  of  the 
Government.  Even  in  the  States  most  deeply 
interested,  we  have  sometimes  seen  the  strong 
feelirTgs  of  self-interest,  waived  to  accommodate 
party  spirit  and  party  interest.  At  any  rate,  I 
have  often  found  the  measures  of  General  Jack- 
son and  myself,  even  in  Georgia,  discounte- 
nanced by  some  of  our  political  opponents,  as 
far  as  public  opinion  would  tolerate  an  expres- 
sion of  disapprobation. 

I  concede  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia  good 
intentions,  in  regard  to  his  views  and  efforts  to 
conciliate  John  Ross,  and  have  yielded  some- 
thing of  my  own  opinions  in  order  that  I  might 
co-operate  with  his  views  and  wishes,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Executive  oflBcers  of  the  Federal 
Government.  I  shall  always  do  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  my  State  ample  justice,  whatever  po- 
litical difference  of  opinion  may  happen  to  ex- 
ist. I  do,  however,  most  solemnly  protest 
against  tlie  justice  of  the  effort  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  cast  censure  and  blame 
upon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  yielding  something  to  the 
plainly  expressed  wishes  of  Governor  Gilmer 
•  and  many  of  his  political  friends,  especially  his 
northern  Whig  friends.  If  there  be  any  error 
in  this  matter,  the  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Administration  ;  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pebston,)  as 
the  organ  of  tlie  Southern  wing  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, upbraids  the  Administration  and  its 
friends  with  throwing  weighty  responsibilities 


upon  the  Governor  of  Georgia.  I  would  inquire, 
what  is  the  great  responsibility  thrown  upon 
the  Governors  of  the  four  States  interested  in 
this  matter,  even  under  the  misapprehension 
indulged  that  the  States  had  been  applied  to  for 
two  years  more  time  for  the  emigration  of  the 
Cherokees  ?  Why,  sir,  the  only  responsibility 
is,  to  give  an  answer  in  accordance  with  the 
known  wishes  of  the  whole  people  over  whom 
they  preside.  Where  is  the  Governor  who  need 
be  distressed  or  embarrassed  at  such  responsi- 
bility as  this  ? 

Moreover,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pbestojj)  contends  and  urges  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  John  Ross 
amounts  to  a  new  treaty,  and  to  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  treaty  of  1835.  I  am  not  able  my- 
self to  put  any  such  construction  on  the  propo- 
sals of  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary,  in  his 
proposals  to  Ross,  in  the  very  first  sentence, 
disclaims  all  right  on  tlie  part  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  enter  into  any  treaty  stipula- 
tions wkicli  might  affect  the  rights  of  the  States. 
And  we  find  a  reiteration  of  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
States,  throughout  the  document  under  consid- 
eration. 

That  temporary  mischief  has  grown  out  of 
the  misapprehensions  which  have  spread  over 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  subject,  I  am 
fully  aware.  But,  from  the  nature  of  things,  I 
trust  that  the  excitement  wiU  soon  abate.  The 
constant  and  daily  movements  and  operations 
of  the  Government  must  surely  correct,  without 
delay,  any  mistaken  impressions  which  may 
have  existed.  The  Government  is  moving  for- 
ward in  the  discharge  of  its  duty.  General 
Scott's  instructions  remain  unchanged.  His 
character  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  his  duty 
will  be  discharged  with  fidelity  and  ability. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  request 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pees- 
TON,)  to  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my  constit- 
uents, especially  upon  this  Indian  subject.  I 
can  assure  the  honorable  Senator,  that  he  is 
wholly  mistaken,  if  he  supposes  that  the  bear- 
ing of  his  remarks  will  ever  induce  the  South- 
ern wing  of  his  own  party  to  believe  that  I 
have  no  more  self-love  than  to  give  a  victory  to 
my  opponents,  which  has  been  achieved  by  my 
friends  and  myself 

Mr.  LuMPKis"  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Clay, 
of  Alabama,  Steange,  Southaed,  and  White, 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  and  was  about  to  pass  by 
unanimous  consent,  when  Mr.  Hubbaed  sta- 
ted that  Mr.  Benton  had  expressed  to  liim  a 
desire  to  address  the  Senate  on  its  third  read- 
ing. 


FsroAT,  June  8. 
Florida  Indian,  War  Bill. 
The  question  being  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill— 


DEBATES  OF  CONaKESS. 


685 


2d  Sess.J 


Border  Outrages — Canada  and  the  United  States  Frontier. 


[Juke,  1838. 


Mr.  Bknton  said,  that  so  far  as  the  passage 
of  the  act  was  concerned,  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  Mm  to  say  a  word.  The  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  against  it  wonld  all  vote  for  it ; 
and  it  was  to  answer  things  said  in  their  speech- 
es, and  not  to  gain  votes,  that  he  now  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  speak. 

A  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Southaed) 
has  expressly  charged  that  a  fraud  was  commit- 
ted upon  the  Florida  Indians  in  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  them  for  their  removal  to  the 
West ;  that  the  war  which  has  ensued  was  the 
consequence  of  this  fraud ;  and  that  our  Gov- 
ernment was  responsible  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  and  of  the  world,  for  all  the 
blood  that  has  Iseen  shed,  and  for  all  the  money 
that  has  been  expended,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  war.  This  is  a  heavy  accusation.  At 
home,  it  attaches  to  the  party  in  power,  and  is 
calculated  to  make  them  odious ;  abroad,  it  at- 
taches to  the  country,  and  is  calculated  to  black- 
en the  national  character. ' 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  first  located 
this  imputed  fraud  in  the  Payne's    Landing 
treaty,  negotiated  by  General  Gadsden,  in  Mor- 
ida,  in  the  year  1832 ;  and  after  being  tendered 
an  issue  on  the  fairness  and  generosity  of  that 
treaty  by  the  Senator  from    Alabama,-   (Mr. 
Olat,)  he  transferred  the  charge  to  the  Fort 
Gibson  treaty,  made  in  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1833,  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Ellsworth,  and  Scher- 
merhorn.    This  was  a  considerable  change  of 
loeality,  but  no  change  in  the  accusation  itself; 
the  two  treaties  being  but  one,  and  the  last  be- 
ing a  literal  performance  of  a  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  first.     The  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida  being  an  emigrant  band  of  the  Creeks, 
and  finding  game  exhausted,  subsistence  difii- 
oult,    and    white  settlers    approaching,    con- 
cluded to  foUow  the  mother  tribe,  the  Creeks, 
to  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  reunite 
with  them.     This  was  conditionally  agreed  to 
be  done  at  the  Payne's  Landing  treaty ;  and  in 
that  treaty  it  was  stipulated  that  a  deputation 
of  Seminole  chiefs,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Goyernment  of  the  United  States,  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Creek  country  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi—there to  ascertain  first  whether  a  suita- 
ble country  could  be  obtained  for  them  there  ; 
and  secondly,  whether  ^he  Creeks  would  re- 
ceive them  back  as  a  part  of  their  confederacy : 
and  if  the  deputation  should  be  satisfied  on 
these  two  points,  then  the  conditional  obligation 
to  remove,  contained  in  the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  to  become  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  Seminole  tribe.    The  deputation  went;  the 
two  points  were  solved  in  the  aflarmative ;  the 
obligation  to  remove  became  absolute  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  commenced  prepai-ations  for 
effectmg   their   easy,    gradual,    and  comforta- 
ble removal.    The  entire  emigration  was  to  be 
completed  in  three  years,  one-third  going  annu- 
ally, commencing  in  the  year  1833,  and  to  be 
finished  in  the  years  1834  and  1885.     Thedep- 
ntation  sent  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  com- 


pleted their  agreement  with  the  Creeks  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1833 ;  they  returned  home  im- 
mediately, and  one-third  of  the  tribe  was  to  re- 
move that  year.  Every  thing  was  got  ready  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  both  to  transport 
the  Indians  to  their  new  homes,  and  to  subsist 
them  for  a  year  after  their  arrival  there.  But, 
instead  of  removing,  the  Indians  began  to  invent 
excuses  and  to  interpose  delays,  and  to  pass  off  the 
time  without  commencing  the  emigration.  The 
year  1833,  in  which  one-third  5f  the  tribe  were 
to  remove,  passed  off  without  any  removal ;  the 
year  1834,  in  which  another  third  was  to  go, 
was  passed  off  in  the  same  maimer ;  the  year 
1835,  in  which  the  emigration  was  to  have  been 
completed,  passed  away,  and  the  emigration  was 
not  begun.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  last  days 
of  the  last  month  of  that  year,  while  the  United 
States  was  still  peaceably  urging  the  removal, 
an  accumulation  of  treacherous  and  horrible  as- 
sassinations and  massacres  were  committed. 
The  United  States  Agent,  General  Thompson, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  artillery,  and  five 
others,  were  assassinated  in  sight  of  Fort  King ; 
two  expresses  were  murdered ;  and  Major 
Dade's  command  was  massacred.  In  their  ex- 
cuses and  pretexts  for  not  removing,  the  In- 
dians never  thought  of  the  reasons  which  have 
been  supplied  to  them  on  this  floor.  They 
never  thought  of  alleging  fraud.  Their  pre- 
texts were  frivolous ;  as  that  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance, and  that  bad  Indians  lived  in  that  coun- 
try, and  that  the  old  treaty  of  Fort  Moultrie 
allowed  them  twenty  years  to  live  in  Florida. 
Their  real  motive  was  the  desire  of  blood  and 
pillage  on  the  part  of  many  Indians,  and  still 
more  on  the  part  of  the  five  hundred  runaway 
negroes  mixed  up  among  them. 

This  is  the  plain  and  brief  narrative  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Seminole  war ;  it  is  the 
brief  historical  view  of  the  case ;  and  if  I  was 
speaking  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  in 
reply  to  incidental  remarks,  I  should  content 
myself  with  this  narrative,  and  let  the  question 
go  to  the  country  upon  the  strength  and  credit 
of  this  statement.  But  I  do  not  speak  under 
ordinary  circumstances ;  I  am  not  replying  to 
incidental  and  casual  remarks.  I  speak  in 
answer  to  a  formal  accusation,  preferred  on 
this  floor ;  I  speak  to  defend  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administrations  from  an  odious  charge, 
and,  in  defending  them,  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  our  country  from  the  accusation  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Southaed.) 
Mr.  Benton  then  proceeded  at  much  length  to 
defend  the  last  and  the  present  Administrations 
from  the  charge  stated. 


nOTJSE  OF  REPEEBENTATIVES. 

"Wednesday,  June  20. 
Message  from  the  President— Border  Outrages 

—  Canada  and  the  United  States  Frontier. 

The  Speakee  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Message : 
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To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 
I  transmit,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatiycs  of  the  11th  inst.,  reports 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  Treasury,  and  War,  and 
the  documents  referred  to  by  them  respectively.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  outrages  committed  on  the 
steamboat  Sir  Robert  Peel,  under  the  British  flag, 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the 
steamboat  Telegraph,  under  the  American  flag,  at 
Eockville,  in  Upper  Canada,  hare  not  been  followed 
by  any  demand  of  either  Government  on  the  other 
for  redress.  These  acts  have  been  so  far  treated  on 
each  side  as  criminal  offences,  committed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  tribunals  competent  to  inquire  into  the 
facts,  and  to  punish  the  persons  concerned  in  them. 
Investigations  have  been  made,  some  of  the '  individ- 
uals inculpated  have  been  arrested,  and  prosecutions 
are  in  progress,  the  result  of  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. The  excited  state  of  pubUc  feeling  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Canada,  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  has  occa- 
sioned the  most  painful  anixety  to  this  Government. 
Every  effort  has  been,  and  will  be,  made  to  prevent 
the  success  of  the  design  apparently  formed,  and  in 
course  of  execution  by  Canadians  who  have  found  a 
refuge  within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  few  reckless 
persons  of  our  own  country,  to  involve  the  nation  in 
a  war  with  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such 
design  cannot  succeed  when  the  two  Governments 
appreciate,  and  confidently  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  du- 
ties. With  a  fixed  determination  to  use  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  put  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  termina- 
tion to  these  border  troubles,  I  have  the  most  confident 
assurances  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  British 
authorities  at  home  and  in  the  North  American  posses- 
sions, in  the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose  so  sincerely 
and  earnestly  desired  by  the  Governments  and  people, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

M.  VAN  BUEEN. 
Washington,  June  20,  1838. 

The  Message  and  reports  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  ou  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  June  20. 
Louisiana  Land,  Claims  and  Titles. 

Mr.  MouTON  moved  that  the  bills  relating  to 
private  and  public  land  claims,  he  considered  on 
Friday ;  many  of  which,  he  said,  it  was  right 
should  he  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  Knight  did  not  know  what  there  was  in 
these  hills  to  entitle  them  to  preference. 

Mr.  MouTON  would  not  have  asked  to  have 
taken  them  up,  were  he  not  convinced  that 
they  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
The  most  of  them  were  very  plain  cases,  not 
involving  any  principle  likely  to  lead  to  dis- 
cussion ;  but,  at  the  saine  time,  were  highly 
interesting  to  a  large  portion  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Benton  would  inform  the  Senate  that  it 
was  not  a  private  hill  which  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  asked  to  be  considered  on  Friday,  but 
a  whole  class  of  bills,  some  of  which  had  been 
before  the  country  for  the  last  thirty-four  years 


in  one  shape  or  other ;  and  he  desired  to  have 
them  taken  up  on  that  day. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Abolishment  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

Mr.  Geundt  said  there  was  a  hill  laid  on  the 
table  yesterday,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  ahohshment 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases.  He 
was  favorable  to  the  bill,  and  said  that  if  it 
were  to  be  passed  this  session  it  could  not  be 
acted  on  too  speedily ;  and  he  moved  to  take  it 
up. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment,  viz: 
making  the  matter  correspond  with' those  States 
where  the  said  abolition  of  imprisonment  had 
in  whole  or  in  part  been  abolished. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Pebntiss,  and  passed  by — 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Eobbins,  Robinson,  Euggles,  Sevier,  Smith 
of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  White,  WiUiams, 
and  Wright— 86. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Preston,  and 
Eoane — 4. 

North-eastern  Boundary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Williams's  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  survey  and  determination  of 
the  North-eastern  boundary. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that,  considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  qdestion  to  Maine,  and  that  her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  requested 
by  her  Legislature  to  urge  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  hisduty  to  move  its  reference 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  W.  did  this  with- 
out intending  the  least  disrespect  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Eelations,  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  had  proposed  the  reference, 
and  to  which,  under  other  circumstances,  there 
would  be  an  obvious  propriety  in  committing 
the  bill.  But  it  coujd  not  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  Senate  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  had  stated  his  opinion,  that  if 
the  bill  should  go  to  that  committee  it  would 
probably  keep  it  without  making  a  report,  or 
report  it  back  to  the  Senate  with  notice  that 
he  would  move  its  Indefinite  postponement. 

Messrs.  Weight,  Rives,  Calhoun,  and  Bu- 
chanan, advocated  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  ground 
th-at  it  involved  questions  of  high  iaiport  in 
regard  to  our  foreign  relations.  ^ 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 
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Texas  Annexation — Right  of  Slaves  to  Petition  Congress. 


Feidat,  June  22. 
Washington  Monument  Society. 
Mr.  NoEVELL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
officers  and  managers  of  the  Washington  Monu- 
ment Association  in  rela.tion  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  that  association ;  and  moved 
tliat  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  MoEEis  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
paper;  and  the  Secretary  having  read  a  portion 
of  it, 

Mr.  KiHG  moved  to  Lay  it  on  the  table,  there 
being  several  expressions  in  it  which  he  tliought 
disrespectful,  and  ought  not  to  be  read  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  NoBVELL  hoped  that  his  friend  from 
Alabama  would,  for  a  moment,  withdraw  his 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
paper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  a  body 
of  gentlemen  as  any  in  the  country ;  and  he 
did  think  that,  as  they  considered  themselves 
to  have  been  injuriously  assailed  on  this 
floor,  they  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  It  was  true  that  they  had  used  strong 
language;  but  this,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  natural.  Let  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
then  the  Senate  might  take  what  course  they 
thought  proper,  as  regarded  the  further  dis- 
position of  it.  By  the  statement  of  moneys 
collected,  it  appeared  that  the  society  had  re- 
ceived only  between  27,000  and  28,000  dollars, 
of  which  they  had  invested  upwards  of  $27,- 
000,  principally,  he  believed,  in  Pennsylvania 
State  stocks.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
remained  uninvested.  Except  what  had  been 
allowed  to  collectors  in  the  different  States,  as 
commissions  for  moneys  obtained  from  sub- 
scribers by  them,  very  little  had  been  expend- 
ed, as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was 
authorized  to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  contributors  to  the  monument, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, open  to  the  inspection  of  all. 

Mr.  King  did  not  perceive  that  the  subject 
of  the  memorial  was  a  matter  with  which  the 
Senate  had  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  no  action 
of  the  Senate  could  result  from  it ;  and  secondly, 
he  objected  to  the  further  reading  of  it,  because 
it  contained  expressions,  applied  to  the  Senators 
or  the  Senate,  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  be  read  there. 

Mr.  Pkestost,  who  just  then  entered  the 
chamber,  remarked,  that  the  memorial  was  from 
very  respectable  persons,  who  conceived  them- 
selves injured  by  something  that  transpired  on 
this  floor.  If  it  was  a  question  of  reception, 
ho  must  hear  the  paper  read  before  he  could 
vote  on  it. 

Mr.  Kino  said  there  was  no  question  of  re- 
ception raised.  The  paper  was  received.  His 
niotion  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  respectful  or  not,  he  could  easily  read  it 
at  the  Secretary's  table.  He  had  objected  to 
the  reading,  because  the  paper  spoke  disrespect- 
fully of  members  of  that  body. 


[JcNE,  1838. 


Mr.  Seviee  observed  that  this  day  was  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  private  land 
claims ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  consumed 
as  yesterday  was  in  debate.  *  The  matter  com- 
plained of  by  these  individuals  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  public  newspapers,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  editors  would  have  no  objection  to 
insert  their  reply.  It  was  a  matter  with  which 
the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do,  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  carried. 


HOnSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satuedat,  June  23. 

Texas  Annexation — Right  of  Slaves  to  petition 
Congress — Call  to  order  hy  the  Speaker — 
Appeal  from  the  SpeaTcer — Spealcer  sustained 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  in  his  remarks  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  and  was 
referring  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  House  last  Congress  upon 
his  tendering  a  petition  of  that  character,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  have  no  hesitation  in  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  a  slave,  if  his  memorial 
was  properly  couched,  and  on  a  proper  subject, 
or  something  to  this  effect. 

The  Speakee  called  Mr.  A.  to  order,  saying 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Adams  was  putting  an  extreme  case,  by 
way  of  illustration,  which  was  in  order. 

The  Speakee  again  reminded  Mr.  A.  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Legaee  said  he  felt  •compelled  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  order ;  and 
cries  of  order  were  heard  in  various  parts  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Adams  called  upon  the  Speakee  to  re- 
duce the  disorderly  words  to  writing,  and 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chaie. 

The  Speakee  said  the  Ooaie  could  not  he 
called  upon  to  reduce  remarks  made  out  of 
order  to  writing.  It  had  never  been  known, 
either  by  any  rule,  or  by  parliamentary  usage. 
Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  House,  which  requires  that  dis- 
orderly words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Speakee  said  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  that  rule,'  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one 
member  called  another  to  order  for  disorderly 
or  personal  remarks,  and  not  to  the  Speakee, 
when  he  called  a  member  to  order  for  irrele- 
vant remarks,  for  the  rule  says  the  Speaker 
shall  call  members  to  order,  and  makes  it  \m- 
peratively  his  duty. 
Mr.  Adams  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 
The  Speakee  read  the  rule  requiring  that  a 
member  "  shall  confine  himself  to  the  question 
under  debate,"  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy in  debate.    As  he  was  about  to  put  the 
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question  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair, 

Mr.  Adams  again  insisted  upon  having  the 
■words  reduced  to  Vriting. 

Cries  of  "  order !  "  "  order  1 " 

The  Speaker  directed  Mr.  Adams  to  take  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Adams  continued  to  hold  the  floor,  and 
persisted  in  demanding  that  the  words  should 
be  reduced  to  writing,  and  said  he  would  then 
appeal,  hut  he  would  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision in  the  form  in  which  the  Speakeh  had 
put  it. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question  upon  the 
appeal ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained. 

Teas. — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Anderson,  An- 
drews, Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Banks,  Beatty,  Birdsall, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clown- 
ey,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee, 
Deberry,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Earrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Glascock,  Grant- 
land,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Martin,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
MeClure,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Samuel  W.  Morris,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Payn- 
ter,  Pearee,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  Prentiss,  Kandolph, 
Roily,  Rencher,  Rives,  Rumsey,  Charles  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Steuart,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Word,  Wor- 
thington.  Yell,  and  Yorke — 115. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Borden,  Briggs,  William 
B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Gushing,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  K.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Goode,  Grennell,Halstead,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McEennan,  Mitchell,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peek,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Robin- 
son, Slade,  Stanly,  Tillinghast,  and  Elisha  Whittlesey 
—36. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  July  4. 
North-eastern  Boundary. 

Mr.  BuoHAJTAN,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Eelations,  presented  a  report,  in  which 
they  unanimously  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  after  a'careful  examination  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  whole  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  relative 
to  the  North-eastern  boundary  of  the  former,  the 
Senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  entire  prac- 
ticability of  running  and  marking  that  boundary 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-throo  ;  and  entertain  a  perfect  conviction  of  the 


justice  and  validity  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  full  extent  of  all  the  territory  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

Resolved,  further,  That,  considering  that  more 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  conclusion 
of  that  treaty ;  considering  the  extraordinary  delay 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiations  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governments  of  the  two  countries, 
in  their  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  the  controversy, 
and  considering  the  danger  of  mutual  irritation  and 
collisions  upon  the  border  of  kindred  and  friendly 
nations  from  further  procrastination,  the  Senate  can- 
not forbear  to  express  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
pending  negotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  close, 
and  the  final  decision  of  the  dispute  be  made  as  early 
as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  the 
United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  separate  author- 
ity, to  survey,  and  mark  the  North-eastern  boundary, 
until  all  reasonable  means  of  effecting  that  object  by 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  both  parties  shall 
have  been  exhausted,,  the  "  bill  to  provide  for  survey- 
ing the  North-eastern  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  treaty  of  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-three  "  ought  not  to  pass  ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore ordered  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  had  been  very  anx- 
ious that  the  report  should  he  read  and  weighed 
with  all  the  attention  and  consideration  belong- 
ing to  so  grave  and  important  a  subject ;  the 
question  had  been  most  deliberately  and  care- 
fully examined  in  the  committee ;  the  report, 
which  was  the  work  of  the  Chairman,  was 
prepared  with  very  great  ability ;  that  much 
labor  had  been  devoted  to  it,  in  the  short  space 
that  had  been  allowed,  and  which  was  the 
more  creditable  to  its  author,  amid  his  other 
various  and  pressing  duties ;  and  that  it  was 
well  calculated  to  advance  his  high  character 
before  tlie  country. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  concurred  entirely  with  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  talent  and 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  np,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  presented  the  great  ques- 
tion. If,  unhappily,  at  any  time  hereafter  any 
collision  should  arise  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, which  he  hoped  most  sincerely  would  he 
avoided,  it  was  very  important,  in  his  view, 
that  the  people  of  the  country  should  under- 
stand the  merits  of  the  controversy.  They 
were  set  forth  in  that  report  in  a  condensed, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  suiBciently  complete 
and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fully  to  com- 
prehend and  understand  it.  The  report  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  widely  and  extensively  cir- 
culated. He  should,  therefore,  move  for  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  copies,  the 
largest  that  should  be  thought  proper ;  and  he> 
therefore  moved  for  the  printing  of  10,000 
extra  copies ;  which,  afterwards,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Williams,  supported  by  other 
gentlemen,  he  increased  to  20,000. 

[This  session  of  Congress  was  concluded  by  joint 
resolution  on  Monday,  July  9, 1838.] 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  COIfGIlESS-THmD  SESSION. 


PEOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


SENATE   AND    HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIYES. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  3,  1838. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Hon.  "W.  E.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  Presi- 
dent jjro  tempore. 

The  Chaik  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Epheaim  H.  Foster,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Felix 
Gbbndt. 

The  usual  oath  was  then  administered  to 
Mr.  Foster  by  the  President,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moeeis, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform 
tbe  House  of  Eepresentatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to 


On  motion  by  Mr.  "Weight, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  quo- 
ruaa  of  the  two  Houses  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  might  make  ; 
If  hereupon, 

Messrs.  'Whight  and  Allen  -were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  by  the 
President. 


HOUSE  OE  EEPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  December  3. 

^  This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Polk,  called 
we  House  to  order  at  12  o'clock,  M. 
Vol.  XIII.— 44 


The  following  gentlemen  appeared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats : 

Messrs.  Beees  and  Putnam  of  New  York, 
GiDDiNGS  and  Sweaeinqen  of  Ohio,  and  Ceabb 
of  Alabama. 

Wisconsin  Election. 

Mr.  Oeaet,  of  Michigan,  announced  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Hon.  J.  "W.  Doty  was  in  .attend- 
ance as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  "Wis- 
consin, and  moved  that  he  be  qualified. 

Mr,  Jones,  of  "Wisconsin,  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested against  the  right  of  Mr.  Doty  to  take 
his  seat  in  violation  of  Mr.  J.'s  rights  as  the 
sitting  member,  no  vacancy  having  occurred, 
and  he  having  never  resigned. 

The  Ohaik  said  that  it  was  a  question  for 
the  House  to  take  its  order  upon. 

Mr.  Ceaey  produced  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
Doty's  election  from  Governor  Dodge ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  MoKeim  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Ceaet'b  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meeoee,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till 
Thursday  next. 

Election  of  Cleric. 

The  Chaie  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Chief  Clerk,  notifying  the  House  of  the 
death  of  Col.  "Walter  S.  Feanklin,  late  Clerk 
to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  PETEiKni  then  submitted  a  resolution, 
authorizing  the  present  Assistant  Clerk  to  act 
as  Clerk  of  the  House  until  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Fkanklin  should  be 
fiUed. 

Mr.  MiLLiGAN  moved  to  amend  by  substituting 
a  resolution  for  the  House  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  elect  a  Clerk. 


690 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


December,  1838.] 


The  Presidents  Message. 


[25th  Cong. 


Mr.  Deomgoole  moved  an  amendment  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  election  should  he  vim 
voce. 

Mr.  MiLLiGAN  inquired  if  this  motion  was  in 
order. 

The  Chaie  ruled  it  to  he  so. 

Mr.  Deomgoolb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — ^yeas  119,  nays  91. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
latter  as  amended. 

So  the  House  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  election  of  a  Clerk  forthwith,  vvoa  voce, 
and  Hugh  A.  Gahland,  of  Virginia,  having 
received,  on  the  third  ballot,  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  Congress. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  appeared  in  his  place. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Garland,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  was  organized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Presidenffs  Message. 

Mr.  "Weight,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  quorums  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
make,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them. 

A  Message  was  then  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  by  Martin  Van 
BuREN,  jr.,  his  Private  Secretary,  as  follows  : 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  favorable  circumstances 
in  the  condition  of  our  country,  under  which  you 
reassemble  for  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties.  Though  the  anticipations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  everywhere  been  realized,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  are  re- 
warded with  a  bountiful  return  ;  industry  prospers 
in  its  various  channels  of  business  and  enterprise  ; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
versity of  climate  ;  nothing  threatens,  from  abroad, 
the  continuance  of  external  peace ;  nor  has  any 
thing  at  home  impaired  the  strength  of  those  fra- 
ternal and  domestic  ties  which  constitute  the  only 
guarantee  to  the  success  and  permanency  of  our 
happy  Union,  and  which,  formed  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  have  hitherto  been  honorably  sustained 
through  every  vicissitude  in  our  national  affairs. 
These  blessings,  which  evince  the  care  and  benefi- 
cence of  Providence,  call  for  our  devout  and  fervent 
gratitude. 

We  have  not  less  reason  to  be  grateful  for  other 
boimties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  hand, 
and  more  exclusively  our  own. 

The  present  year  closes  the  first  half  century  of 
our  Federal  institutions  ;  and  our  system — differing 
from  all  others  in  the  acknowledged,  practical,  and 
unlimited  operation  which  it  has  for  so  long  a  period 


given  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people — has  now 
been  fully  tested  by  experience. 

The  constitution  devised  by  our  forefathers  as 
the  framework  and  bond  of  that  system,  then  un- 
tried, has  become  a  settled  form  of  Government ; 
not  only  preserving  and  protecting  the  great  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  was  founded,  but  wonderfully 
promoting  individual  happiness  and  private  inter- 
ests. Though  subject  to  change  and  entire  revo- 
cation, whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  all  these 
purposes,  yet  such  is  the  wisdom  of  its  construc- 
tion, and  so  stable  has  been  the  public  sentiment, 
that  it  remains  unaltered,  except  in  matters  of  de- 
tail, comparatively  unimportant.  It  has  proved 
amply  sufficient  for  the  various  emergencies  inci- 
dent to  our  condition  as  a  nation.  A  formidable 
foreign  war  ;  agitating  collisions  between  domestic, 
and,  in  some  respects,  rival  sovereignties ;  temp- 
tations to  interfere  in  the  intestine  commotions  of 
neighboring  countries ;  the  dangerous  influences 
that  arise  in  periods  of  excessive  prosperity ;  and 
the  anti-republican  tendencies  of  associated  wealth 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  less  formidable,  have 
all  been  encountered,  and  thus  far  successfully  re- 
sisted. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  American  Union  to  test 
the  advantages  of  a  Government  entirely  dependent 
on  the  continual  exercise  of  the  popular  will ;  and 
our  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  as  beneficent  In 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theory.  Each  successive 
change  made  in  our  local  institutions  has  contrib- 
uted to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  has  increased 
the  direct  influence  of  the  mass  of  the  community, 
given  greater  freedom  to  individual  exertion,  and 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment ;  yet  the  intelligence,  prudence,  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  have  kept  pace  with  this  aug- 
mented responsibility.  In  no  country  has  educa- 
tion been  so  widely  diffused.  Domestic  peace  has 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  The  close  bonds  of 
social  intercourse  have  in  no  instance  prevailed 
with  such  harmony  over  a  space  so  vast.  AH  forms 
of  religion  have  united,  for  the  first  time,  to  diffuse 
charity  and  piety,  because,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  nations,  all  have  been  totally  untram- 
melled, and  absolutely  free.  The  deepest  recesses 
of  the  wilderness  have  been  penetrated ;  yet,  in- 
stead of  the  rudeness  in  the  social  condition  conse- 
quent upon  such  adventures  elsewhere,  numerous 
communities  have  sprung  up,  already  unrivalled  in 
prosperity,  general  intelligence,  internal  tranquil- 
lity, and  the  wisdom  of  their  political  institutions. 
Internal  improvement,  the  fruit  of  individual  en- 
terprise, fostered  by  the  protection  of  the  States, 
has  added  new  links  to  the  confederation,  and 
fresh  rewards  to  provident  industry.  Doubtful 
questions  of  domestic  policy  have  been  quietly 
settled  by  mutual  forbearance ;  and  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  minister  to  each 
other.  Taxation  and  public  debt,  the  burdens  • 
which  bear  so  heavily  upon  all  other  countries, 
have  pressed  with  comparative  lightness  upon  us. 
Without  one  entangling  alliance,  our  friendship  is 
prized  by  every  nation  ;  and  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens are  everywhere  respected,  because  they  are 
known  to  be  guarded  by  a  united,  sensitive,  and 
watchful  people. 

To  this  practical  operation  of  our  institutions,  so 
evident  and  successful,  we  owe  that  increased  at- 
tachment to  them  which  is  among  the  most  cheer- 
ing exhibitions  of  popular  sentiment,  and  will  prove 
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their  best  security,  in  time  to  come,  against  foreign 
or  dQmestic  assault. 

This  review  of  the  results  of  our  institutions,  for 
half  a  century,  without  exciting  a  spirit  of  vain 
exultation,  should  serve  to  impress  upon  us  the 
great  principles  from  which  they  have  sprung ; 
constant  and  direct  supervision  by  the  people  over 
every  public  measure ;  strict  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  from  exercising  any  doubt- 
ful or  disputed  powers ;  and  a  cautious  abstinence 
from  all  interference  with  concerns  which  properly 
belong,  and  are  best  left  to  State  regulations  and 
individual  enterprise. 

Full  information  of  the  state  of  our  foreign 
affairs  having  been  recently,  on  different  occa- 
sions, submitted  to  Congress,  I  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  events  as 
have  subsequently  occurred,  or  are  of  such  impor- 
tance as  to  require  particulai*  attention. 

The  most  amicable  dispositions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  Gov- 
ernment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
habitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nual message,  Mexico  was  the  only  nation  which 
could  not  be  included  in  so  gratifying  a  reference 
to  our  foreign  relations. 

I  am  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  you  that 
an  advance  has  been  made  towards  the  adjustment 
of  our  difficulties  with  that  Kepublic,  and  the 
restoration  of  the  customary  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  This  important  change  has 
been  effected  by  conciliatory  negotiations,  that 
have  resulted  in  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between 
the  two  Governments,  which,  when  ratified,  will 
refer  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  friendly  power  all  the 
subjects  of  controversy  between  us  growing  out  of 
injuries  to  individuals.  There  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  equitable  settlement  of 
all  disputed  points  will  be  attained  without  further 
difficulty  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  thus  authorize 
the  free  resumption  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
our  sister  Republic. 

With  respect  to  the  north-eastern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  no  official  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain 
has  passed  since  that  communicated  to  Congress 
towards  the  close  of  their  last  session.  The  offer 
to  negotiate  a  convention  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  commission  of  survey  and  exploration,  I  am, 
however,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  a  conciliatory  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instructions  to  enable  the  British  Minister  here  to 
conclude  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to  him  without  needless  delay.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  instructions  will  be  of  a  liberal 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  successful, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  step  towards  the 
satisfactory  and  final  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and 
regard  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  their  own  coun- 
try, which  has  ever  characterized  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  would  have  prevented  any  por- 
tion of  them  from  using  any  means  to  promote  in- 
smTection  in  the  territory  of  a  power  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  and  with  which  the  United  States 
are  desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions. I  regret  deeply,  however,  to  be  obliged  to 
inform  you  that  this  has  not  been  the  case.  Infor- 
mation has  been  given  to  me,  derived  from  official 
and  other  sources,  that  many  citizens  of  the  United 


States  have  associated  together  to  make  hostile  in- 
cursions from  our  territory  into  Canada,  and  to 
aid  and  abet  insurrection*  there,  in  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
open  disregard  of  their  own  duties  as  citizens. 
This  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invasion  actually  made  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  conjunction  with  Canadians  and 
others,  and  accompanied  by  a  forcible  seizure  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  an  application 
thereof  to  the  prosecution  of  military  operations 
against  the  authorities  and  people  of  Canada. 

The  results  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  country,  hare 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatally  destructive  to 
the  misguided  or  deluded  persons  engaged  in  them, 
and  highly  injurious  to  those  in  whose  behalf  they 
are  professed  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  au- 
thorities in  Canada,  from  intelligence  received  of 
such  intended  movements  among  our  citizens,  have 
felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  precautionary  meas- 
ures against  them ;  have  actually  embodied  the 
militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  repel  the  inva- 
sion to  which  they  believed  the  colonies  were  ex- 
posed from  the  United  States.  A  state  of  feeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  frontier  has  thus  been  pro- 
duced, which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  inter- 
ference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada,  the 
amicable  dispositions  of  the  United  States  towards 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  themselves, 
would  lead  them  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality, 
and  to  restrain  their  citizens  from  all  violations  of 
the  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  its  enforce- 
ment. But  this  Government  recognizes  a  still 
higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peace  of  a  coun- 
try where  order  prevails,  or  has  been  re-established. 
Depredations  by  our  citizens  upon  nations  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  or  combinations  for  com- 
mitting them,  have  at  all  times  been  regarded  by 
the  American  Government  and  people  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Military  incursions  by  our 
citizens  into  countries  so  situated,  and  the  com- 
mission of  acts  of  violence  on  the  members  thereof, 
in  order  to  effi;ct  a  change  in  Its  government,  or 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  have,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government,  been  held  equally 
criminal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punishment,  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace  by  the  perpetration 
of  similar  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persons  have  these  invaluable 
principles  of  international  law — principles,  the  strict 
observance  of  which  is  so  indispensable  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  social  order  in  the  world — been  more 
earnestly  cherished  or  sacredly  respected  than  by 
those  great  and  good  men  who  first  declared,  and 
finally  established,  the  independence  of  our  own 
country.  They  promulgated  and  maintained  them 
at  an  early  and  critical  period  in  our  history  ;  they 
were  subsequently  embodied  in  legislative  enact- 
ments of  a  highly  penal  character,  the  faithful  en- 
forcement of  which  has  hitherto  been,  and  will,  I 
trust,  always  continue  to  be,  regarded  as  a  duty 
inseparably  associated  with  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  honor.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
States  should  feel  an  interest  in  the  spread  of  po- 
litical institutions  as  free  as  they  regard  their  own 
to  be,  is  natural;  nor  can  a  sincere  solicitude  for 
the  success  of  all  those  who  are,  at  any  time,  in 
good  faith  struggling  for  their  acquisition,  be  im- 
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puted  to  our  citizens  as  a  crime.  With  the  entire 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  an  undisguised  expression 
thereof,  on  their  part,  the  Government  has  neither 
the  right,  nor,  I  trust,  the  disposition  to  interfere. 
But  whether  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  require  that  they  should  be  made  a 
party  to  any  such  struggle,  and,  by  inevitable  con- 
sequence, to  the  war  which  is  waged  in  its  support, 
is  a  question  which,  by  our  constitution,  is  wisely 
left  to  Congress  alone  to  decide.  It  is,  by  the  laws, 
already  made  criminal  in  our  citizens  to  embarrass 
or  anticipate  that  decision,  by  unauthorized  military 
operations  on  their  part.  Offences  of  this  char- 
acter, in  addition  to  their  criminahty  as  violations 
of  the  laws  of  our  country,  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  draw  down  upon  our  own  citizens  at  large  the 
multiplied  evils  of  a  foreign  war,  and  expose  to  in- 
j  urious  imputations  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
country.  As  such  they  deserve  to  be  put  down 
with  promptitude  and  decision.  I  cannot  be  mis- 
taken. I  am  confident,  in  counting  on  the  cordial 
and  general  concurrence  of  our  fellow-citizens  in 
this  sentiment.  A  copy  of  the  proclamation  which 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue,  is  herewith  commu- 
nicated. I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism,  the  regard  for  the  honor  and  repu- 
tation of  their  country,  the  respect  for  the  laws 
which  they  have  themselves  enacted  for  their  own 
government,  and  the  love  of  order  for  which  the 
mass  of  our  people  have  been  so  long  and  so  justly 
distinguished,  will  deter  the  comparatively  few  who 
are  engaged  in  them  from  a  further  prosecution  of 
such  desperate  enterprises.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
existing  laws  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
faithfully  executed  ;  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  carry  them  out  in  their  full  extent.  Whether 
they  are  sufficient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  state 
of  things  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  it  is  for  Con- 
gress to  decide. 

It  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
submitted,  that  the  Government  of  Russia  declines 
a  renewal  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  April,  1824,  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  is 
agreed  that  "  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  formed 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  States,  any  establishment  upon 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the 
islands  adjacent,  to  the  north  of  54°  40'  of  north 
latitude  ;  and  that  in  the  same  manner  there  shall  be 
none  formed  by  Russian  subjects,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  Russia,  south  of  the  same  parallel ;  "  and 
by  the  fourth  article,  "that,  during  a  term  of  ten 
years,  counting  from  the  signature  of  the  present 
convention,  the  ships  of  both  powers,  or  which  be- 
long to  their  citizens  or  subjects  respectively,  may 
reciprocally  frequent,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
ever, the  interior  seas,  gulfs,  harbors,  and  creeks 
upon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishing  and  trading  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  country."  The  reasons  assigned  for 
declining  to  renew  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
are,  briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  citizens 
of  the  privilege  it  secures  to  them,  has  been  to  sup- 
ply the  Indians  with  spirituous  liquors,  ammunition, 
and  fire-arms  ;  that  this  traffic  has  been  excluded 
from  the  Russian  trade ;  and  as  the  supplies  fur- 
nished from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the 
Russian  establishments  on  the  north-west  coast,  and 
calculated  to  produce  complaints  between  the  two 
■  Governments,  his  Imperial  Majesty  thinks  it  for  the 


interest  of  both  countries  not  to  accede  to  tlie 
proposition  made  by  the  American  Government  for 
the  renewal  of  the  article  last  referred  to. 

The  correspondence  herewith  communicated  will 
show  the  grounds  upon  which  we  contend  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  the  convention  of  1824,  a  right 
to  trade  with  the  natives  upon  the  coast  in  ques- 
tion, at  unoccupied  places,  liable,  however,  it  is 
admitted,  to  be  at  any  time  extinguished  by  the 
creation  of  Russian  establishments  at  such  points. 
This  right  is  denied  by  the  Russian  Government, 
which  asserts  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  treaty 
of  1824,  each  party  agreed  to  waive  the  general 
right  to  land  on  the  vacant  coasts  on  the  respective 
sides  of  the  degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  and  ac- 
cepted, in  lieu  thereof,  the  mutual  privileges  men- 
tioned in  the  fourth  article.  The  capital  and  ton- 
nage employed  by  our  citizens  in  their  trade  with 
the  north-west  coast  of  America  will,  perhaps,  on 
adverting  to  the  official  statements  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  for  the  last 
few  years,  be  deemed  too  inconsiderable  in  amount 
to  attract  much  attention  ;  yet  the  subject  may,  in 
other  respects,  deserve  the  careful  consideration  of 
Congress. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  blockade  of  the  principal 
ports  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  differences  between  that  Republic  and 
France,  was  instituted  in  May  last,  unfortunately  still 
continues,  enforced  by  a  competent  French  naval 
force,  and  is  necessarily  embarrassing  to  our  own 
trade  in  the  gulf,  in  common  with  that  of  other 
nations.  Every  disposition,  however,  is  believed  to 
exist  on  the  part  of  the  French  Gover;mnent,  to  ren- 
der this  measure  as  little  onerous  as  practicable  to 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  those  of  neutral  commerce  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  an  early  settlement  of  the  dilBculties  between 
France  and  Mexico,  will  soon  re-establish  the  har- 
monious relations  formerly  subsisting  between  them, 
and  again  open  the  ports  of  that  Republic  to  the  ves- 
sels of  all  friendly  nations. 

A  convention  for  marking  that  part  of  the  boun- 
dary between  the  United  States  and  the  Repulhlic  of 
Texas,  which  extends  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
to  the  Red  River,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  this 
city  on  the  25th  of  April  last.  It  has  since  been 
ratified  by  both  Governments ;  and  seasonable  meas- 
ures will  be  taken  to  carry  it  into  effect  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

The  application  of  that  Republic  for  admission 
into  this  Union,  made  in  August,  ISSI,  and  which 
was  declined  for  reasons  already  made  known  to  you, 
had  been  formally  withdrawn,  as  will  appear  from 
the  accompanying  copy  of  the  note  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  which  was  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  occasion  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  above 
mentioned. 

Copies  of  the  convention  with  Texas,  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty  concluded  with  the  King  of  Greece, 
and  of  a  similar  treaty  with  the  Peru-Bolivian  Con- 
federation, the  ratifications  of  which  have  been  re- 
cently exchanged,  accompany  this  message  for  the 
information,  of  Congress,  and  for  such  legislative 
enactments  as  may  be  found  necessai-y  or  expedient, 
in  relation  to  either  of  them. 

To  watch  over  and  foster  the  interests  of  a  grad- 
ually increasing  and  widely  extended  commerce ;  to 
guard  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  whom  busi- 
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ness,  or  pleasure,  or  other  motiyes,  may  tempt  into 
distant  climes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  Cultivate 
those  sentiments  of  mutual  respect  and  good  will 
which  experience  has  proved  so  beneficial  in  inter- 
national Intercourse,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  deemed  it  expedient,  from  time  to  time,  to 
estahlish  diplomatic  connections  with  difi'erent  foreign 
States,  by  the  appointment  of  representatives  to 
reside  within  their  respective  territories.  I  am  grati- 
fied to  be  enabled  to  announce  to  you  that,  since  the 
close  of  your  last  session,  these  relations  have  been 
opened  under  the  happiest  auspices  with  Austria  and 
the  Two  Sicilies ;  that  new  nominations  have  been 
made  in  the  respective  missions  of  Russia,  Brazil, 
Belgium,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  in  this  country  ; 
and  that  a  Minister  Extraordinary  has  been  received, 
accredited  to  this  Government  from  the  Argentine 
Confederation. 

*  An  exposition  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  their  condition  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  $2,765,342.  The 
receipts  of  the  year,  from  customs  and  lands,  will 
probably  amount  to  $20,615,698.  These  usual  sources 
of  revenue  have  been  increased  by  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes — of  which  less  than  eight  milions  of  dollars, 
including  interest  and  principal,  will  be  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year — and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  $2,254,- 
8T1.  The  aggregate  of  means  from  these  and  other 
sources,  with  the  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary last,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  appro- 
priations by  Congress.  The  whole  expenditure  for 
the  year  on  their  account,  including  the  redemption 
of  more  than  eight  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  consti- 
tutes an  aggregate  of  about  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
and  will  still  leave  in  the  Treasury  the  balance  before 
stated. 

'  Nearly  eight  millions  of.  dollars  of  Treasury  notes 
are  to  be  paid  during  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment. For  both  these  purposes,  the  resources  of 
the  Treasury  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficient,  if  the 
charges  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  the  annual 
estimates.  No  excess,  however,  is  liliely  to  exist ; 
nor  can  the  postponed  instalment  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue be  deposited  with  the  States,  nor  any  consider- 
able appropriations  beyond  the  estimates  be  made, 
without  causing  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury.  The 
great  caution  advisable  at  all  times,  of  limiting  appro- 
priations to  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  is  ren- 
dered necessary  at  present  by  the  prospective  and 
rapid  reduction  of  the  tariff ;  while  the  vigilant  jeal- 
ousy, evidently  excited  among  the  people  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  last  few  years,  assures  us  that  they 
expect  from  their  representatives,  and  will  sustain 
them  in  the  exercise  of,  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Much  can  be  effected  by  postponing  appropriations, 
not  immediately  required  for  the  ordinary  public  ser- 
vice, or  for  any  pressing  emergency ;  and  much  by 
reducing  the  expenditures  where  the  entire  and  im- 
mediate accomplishment  of  the  objects  in  view  is  not 
indispensable. 

When  we  call  to  mind  the  recent  and  extreme 
embarrassments  produced  by  excessive  is.^ucs  of 
bank  paper,  aggravated  by  the  unforeseen  withdrawal 
of  much  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  derange- 
ment arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States  as  required  by  Congress  ; 
and  consider  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by  the  re- 


moval of  Indian  tribes ;  by  the  military  operations 
in  Florida ;  and  on  account  of  the  unusually  large 
appropriations  made  at  the  last  two  annual  sessions 
of  Congress  for  other  objects,  we  have  striking  evi- 
dence, in  the  present  efficient  state  of  our  finances, 
of  the  abundant  resources  of  the  country  to  fulfil  all 
its  obligations.  Nor  is  it  less  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  general  business  of  the  community,  deeply  affect' 
ed  as  it  has  been,  is  reviving  with  additional  vigor, 
chastened  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  and  animated 
by  the  hopes  of  the  future.  By  the  curtailment  of 
paper  issues ;  by  curbing  the  sanguine  and  adven- 
turous spirit  of  speculation ;  and  by  the  honorable 
application  of  all  available  means  to  the  fulfilment  of 
obligations,  confidence  has  been  restored  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  ease  and  facility  secured  to  all 
the  operations  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  Government  in  producing  these 
results-has  been  as  efficient  as  its  powers  and  means 
permitted.  By  withholding  from  the  States  the 
deposit  of  the  fourth  instalment,  and  leaving  several 
millions  at  long  credits  with  the  banks,  principally 
in  one  section  of  the  country,  and  more  immediately 
beneficial  to  it ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  aiding  the 
banks  and  commercial  communities  in  other  sections, 
by  postponing  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars ; 
by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  to  enable 
the  Government  to  meet  the  consequences  of  their 
indulgence ;  but  affording,  at  the  same  time,  facili- 
ties for  remittance  and  exchange ;  and  by  steadily 
declining  to  employ  as  general  depositories  of  the 
public  revenues,  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
which  refused  to  redeem  them  with  specie  :  by  these 
measures,  aided  by  the  favorable  action  of  some  of 
the  banks,  and  by  the  support  and  co-operation  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community,  we  have  witnessed 
an  early  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptly  followed  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  This  result  has  been 
alike  salutary  to  the  true  interests  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures  ;  to  public  morals,  respect 
for  the  laws,  and  that  confidence  between  man  and 
man  which  is  so  essential  in  all  our  social  relations. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1814  and 
that  of  1837  is  most  striking.  The  short  duration 
of  the  latter ;  the  pronipt  restoration  of  business ; 
the  evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  adherence 
by  the  Government  to  the  constitutional  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  suspension  by 
the  receipt  of  irredeemable  paper ;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  large  amount  of  specie  in- 
troduced into  the  country  previous  to  1837,  afford 
a  valuable  illustration  of  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  such  a  crisis ;  nor  can  the  comparison 
fail  to  remove  the  impression  that  a  national  bank 
is  necessary  in  such  emergencies.  Not  only  were 
specie  payments  resumed  without  its  aid,  but  ex- 
changes have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored  than 
when  it  existed;  thereby  showing  that  private  cap- 
ital, enterprise,  and  prudence  are  fully  adequate  to 
these  ends.  On  all  these  points  experience  seems 
to  have  confirmed  the  views  heretofore  submitted 
to  Congress.  We  have  been  saved  the  mortification 
of  seeing  the  distress  of  the  community  for  the  third 
time  seized  on  to  fasten  upon  the  country  so  dan- 
gerous an  institution ;  and  we  may  al.=o  hope  that 
the  business  of  individuals  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
from  the  injurious  effects  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  subject.  The  limited  influence 
of  a  national  bank  in  averting  derangement  in  the 
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exchanges  of  the  country,  or  in  compelling  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments,  is  now  not  less  ap- 
parent than  its  tendency  to  increase  inordinate  spec- 
ulation by  sudden  expansions  and  contractions;  its 
disposition  to  create  panic  and  embarrassment  for 
the  promotion  of  its  own  designs  ;  its  interference 
with  politics ;  and  its  far  greater  power  for  evil  than 
for  good,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  institutions 
or  the  operations  of  Government  itself.  What  was, 
in  theie  respects,  but  apprehension  or  opinion  when 
a  national  bank  was  iirst  established,  now  stands 
confirmed  by  humiliating  experience.  The  scenes 
through, which  we  have  passed  conclusively  prove 
how  little  our  commerce,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
or  finances,  require  sucli  an  institution,  and  what 
dangers  are  attendant  on  its  power — a  power,  I 
trust,  never  to  be  conferred  by  the  American  peo- 
ple upon  their  Government,  and  still  less  upon  indi- 
viduals not  responsible  to  them  for  its  unavoidable 
abuses. 

My  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  further  legisla- 
tive provisions  for  the  safekeeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys,  and  my  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  best  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted to  you.  These  have  been  strengthened  by 
recent  events ;  and,  in  the  full  conviction  that  time 
and  experience  must  still  further  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  feel  it  ray  duty,  with  respectful  defer- 
ence to  the  conflicting  views  of  others,  again  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  them. 

With  the  exception  of  limited  sums  deposited  in 
the  few  banks  still  employed  under  the  act  of  1836, 
the  amounts  received  for  duties,  and,  with  very  in- 
considerable exceptions,  those  accruing  from  lands 
also,  have,  since  the  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  deposit  banks,  been  kept  and  dis- 
bursed by  the  Treasurer,  under  his  general  legal 
powers,  subject  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  The  propriety  of  defining 
more  specifically,  and  of  regulating  by  law,  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  wide  scope  of  Executive  discretion, 
has  been  already  submitted  to  Congress. 

A  change  in  the  office  of  collector  at  one  of  our 
principal  ports,  has  brought  to  light  a  defalcation 
of  the  gravest  character,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  in  a  special  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  By  his  report  and  the 
accompanying  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
weekly  returns  of  the  defaulting  officer  apparently 
exhibited,  throughout,  a  faithful  administration  of 
the  aifairs  intrusted  to  his  management.  It,  how- 
ever, now  appears,  that  he  commenced  abstracting 
the  public  moneys  shortly  after  his  appointment, 
and  continued  to  do  so,  progressively  increasing  the 
amount,  for  the  term  of  more  than  seven  years,  em- 
bracing a  portion  of  the  period  during  which  the 
public  moneys  were  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  of  that  of  the  State  bank 
deposit  system,  and  concluding  only  on  his  retire- 
ment from  office  after  that  system  had  substantially 
failed,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments. 

The  way  in  which  this  defalcation  was  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  States,  as  far  as  practicable,  against  loss, 
will  also  be  presented  to  you.  The  case  is  one 
which  imperatively  claims  the  attention  of  Congress, 
and  furnishes  the  strongest  motive  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  more  severe  and  secure  system  for  the 


safekeeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys 
than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed. 

It  seems  proper,  at  all  events,  that,  by  an  early 
enactment,  similar  to  that  of  other  countries,  the 
application  of  public  money  by  an  officer  of  Govern- 
ment to  private  uses,  should  be  made  a  felony,  and 
visited  with  severe  and  ignominious  punishment. 
This  is  already,  in  effect,  the  law  in  respect  to  the 
mint,  and  has  been  productive  of  the  most  salutary 
results.  Whatever  system  is  adopted,  such  an  en- 
actment would  be  wise  as  an  independent  measure, 
since  much  of  the  public  moneys  must,  in  their  col- 
lection and  ultimate  disbursement,  pass  twice  through 
the  hands  of  public  officers,  in  whatever  manner 
they  are  intermediately  kept.  The  Government,  it 
must  be  admitted,  has  been  from  its  commencement 
comparatively  fortunate  in  this  respect.  But  the 
appointing  power  cannot  always  be  well  advised  in 
its  selections,  and  the  experience  of  every  country' 
has  shown  that  public  officers  are  not  at  all  times 
proof  against  temptation.  It  is  a  duty,  therefore, 
which  the  Government  owes,  as  well  to  the  interests 
committed  to  its  care  as  to  the  officers  themselves,  to 
provide  every  guard  against  transgressions  of  this 
character  that  is  consistent  with  reason  and  humanity. 
Congress  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  the  conduct  of 
those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  public  money  ;  and 
I  shall  at  all  times  be  disposed  to  encourage  a  watchful 
discharge  of  this  duty.  If  a  more  direct  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  the  supervision  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  intrusted  with  the  custody  and 
application  of  the  public  money  is  deemed  desirable, 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  assist  in  the  establishment 
of  any  judicious  and  constitutional  plan  by  which 
that  object  may  be  accomplished.  You  will,  in  your 
wisdom,  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  adopting 
such  a  plan,  and  upon  the  measure  necessary  to  its 
eifectual  execution.  When  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  incorporated,  and  made  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  moneys,  a  right  was  reserved 
to  Congress  to  inspect,  at  its  pleasure,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  that  body,  the  books  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank. 

In  one  of  the  States  whose  banking  institutions 
are  supposed  to  rank  among  the  first  in  point  of  sta- 
bility, they  are  subjected  to  constant  examination  by 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  much 
of  the  success  of  its  banking  system  is  attributed  to 
this  watchful  supervision.  The  same  course  has  also, 
in  view  of  its  beneficial  operation,  been  adopted  by 
an  adjoining  State,  favorably  known  for  the  care  it 
has  always  bestowed  upon  whatever  relates  to  its 
financial  concerns.  I  submit  to  your  consideration 
whether  a  committee  of  Congress  might  not  be  profit- 
ably employed  in  inspecting,  at  such  intervals  as 
might  be  deemed  proper,  the  affairs  and  accounts  of 
officers  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  frequent  performance  of  this  duty 
might  be  made  obligatory  on  the  committee  in  re- 
spect to  those  officers  who  have  large  sums  in  their 
possession,  and  left  discretionary  in  respect  to  others. 
They  might  report  to  the  Executive  such  defalca- 
tions as  were  found  to  exist,  with  a  view  to  a  prompt 
removal  from  office  unless  the  default  was  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for ;  and  report,  also,  to  Congress, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  the  result  of 
their  examinations  and  proceedings.  It  does  appear 
to  me  that,  with  a  subjection  of  this  class  of  public 
officers  to  the  general  supervision  of  the  Executive, 
to  examinations  by  a  committee  of   Congress  at 
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periods  of  which  they  should  hare  no  preTious  notice, 
and  to  prosecution  and  punishment  as  for  felony 
for  every  breach  of  trust,  the  safekeeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  under  the  system  proposed,  might  be 
placed  on  a  surer  foundation  than  it  has  ever  occu- 
pied since  the  etablishment  of  the  Government. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -will  lay  before  you 
additional  information  containing  new  details  on  this 
interesting  subject.  To  these  I  ask  your  early  atten- 
tion. That  it  should  have  given  rise  to  great  diver- 
sity of  opinion  cannot  be  a  subject  of  surprise.  After 
the  collection  and  custody  of  the  public  moneys  had 
been  for  so  many  years  connected  with,  and  made 
subsidiary  to,  the  advancement  of  private  interests, 
a  return  to  the  simple  and  self-denying  ordinances  of 
the  constitution  could  not  but  be  difficult.  But 
time  and  •  free  discussion  eliciting  the  sentiments 
of  the  people,  and  aided  by  that  conciliatory  spirit 
which  has  ever  characterized  their  course  on  great 
emergencies,  were  relied  upon  for  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  question.  Already  has  this  anticipation 
on  one  important  point  at  least — the  impropriety  of 
diverting  public  money  to  private  purposes — ^been 
fully  realized.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
legislation  upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  would 
now  be  embarrassed  by  a  difference  of  opinion,  or 
fail  to  receive  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  majority 
of  our  constituents.  The  connection  which  formerly 
existed  between  the  Government  and  banks,  was  in 
reality  injurious  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  community  at  large.  It  aggravated 
the  disasters  of  trade  and  the  derangements  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  administered  hew  excite- 
ment and  additional  means  to  wild  and  reckless  spec- 
ulations, the  disappointments  of  which  threw  the 
country  into  convulsions  of  panic,  and  all  but  pro- 
duced violence  and  bloodshed.  The  imprudent  ex- 
pansion of  bank  credits,  which  was  the  natural  result 
of  the  command  of  the  revenues  of  the  State,  fur- 
nished the  resources  for  unbounded  license  in  every 
species  of  adventure,  seduced  industry  from  its  regu- 
lar and  salutary  occupations  by  the  hope  of  abun- 
dance without  labor,  and  deranged  the  social  state  by 
tempting  all  trades  and  professions  into  the  vortex 
of  speculation  on  remote  contingencies. 

The  same  wide-spreading  influence  impeded  also 
the  resources  of  the  Government,  curtailed  its  useful 
operations,  embarrassed  the  fulfilment  of  its  obliga- 
tions, and  seriously  interfered  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  Large  appropriations  and  oppressive  taxes  are 
the  natural  consequences  of  such  a  connection,  since 
they  increase  the  profits  of  those  who  are  allowed  to 
use  the  public  funds,  and  make  it  their  interest  that 
money  should  be  accumulated  and  expenditures  mul- 
tiplied. It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money  power 
is  tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political 
affairs,  and  all  past  experience  has  shown  on  which 
side  that  influence  will  be  arrayed.  We  deceive  our- 
selves if  we  suppose  that  it  will  ever  be  found  assert- 
ing and  supporting  the  rights  of  the  community  at 
large,  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  few. 

In  a  Government  whose  distinguishing  characteristic 
should  be  a  diffusion  and  equalization  of  its  benefits 
Md  burdens,  the  advantage  of  individuals  will  be 
augmented  at  the  expense  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 
Nor  is  it  the  nature  of  combinations  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  legislative  influence  to  confine  their  inter- 
ference to  the  single  object  for  which  they  were  orig- 
inally formed.  The  temptation  to  extend  it  to  other 
natters,  is,  on  the  contrary,  not  unfrequently  too 
;  to  be  resisted.     The  influence  in  the  direction 


of  public  affairs,  of  the  community  at  large,  is,  there- 
fore, in  no  slight  danger  of  being  sensibly  and  inju- 
riously affected  by  giving  to  a  comparatively  small, 
but  very  efiBcient  class,  a  direct  and  exclusive  per- 
sonal interest  in  so  important  a  portion  of  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  as  that  which  relates  to  the.custody 
of  the  public  moneys.  If  laws  acting  upon  private 
interests  cannot  always  be  avoided,  they  should  be 
•confined  within  the  narrowest  hmits,  and  left, 
wherever  possible,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States. 
When  not  thus  restricted,  they  lead  to  combinations 
of  powerful  associations,  foster  an  influence  necessa- 
rily selfish,  and  turn  the  fair  course  of  legislation  to 
sinister  ends,  rather  than  to  objects  that  advance 
public  liberty,  and  promote  the  general  good. 

The  whole  subject  now  rests  with  you,  and  I  can- 
not but  express  a  hope  that  some  definite  measure 
will  be  adopted  at  the  present  session. 

It  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  deemed  out  of  place  for 
me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  of  my  views 
in  opposition  to  the  policy  of  employing  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  Government  funds,  cannot  justly 
be  construed  as  indicative  of  hostility,  official  or 
personal,  to  those  institutions  ;  or  to  repeat,  in  this 
form,  and  in  connection  with  this  subject,  opinions 
which  I  have  uniformly  entertained,  and  on  all  pro- 
per occasions  expressed.  Though  always  opposed 
to  their  creation  in  the  form  of  exclusive  privileges, 
and  as  a  State  magistrate  aiming  by  appropriate  leg- 
islation to  secure  the  community  against  the  conse- 
quences of  their  occasional  mismanagement,  I  have 
yet  ever  wished  to  see  them  protected  in  the  exercise 
of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have  never  doubted 
their  utility,  when  properly  managed,  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through  that  channel,  the 
other  interests  of  the  community.  To  the  General 
Government  they  present  themselves  merely  as  State 
institutions,  having  no  necessary  connection  with  its 
legislation  or  its  administration.  Like  other  State 
establishments,  they  may  be  used  or  not  in  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  the  Government,  as  public 
policy  and  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  may 
seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper  principal 
upon  which  their  intercourse  with  the  Government 
can  be  regulated,  is  that  which  regulates  their  inter- 
course with  the  private  citizen — the  conferring  of 
mutual  benefits.  When  the  Government  can  accom- 
plish a  financial  operation  better  with  the  aid  of  the 
banks  than  without,  it  should  be  at  liberty  to  seek 
that  aid  as  it  would  the  services  of  a  private  banker, 
or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  giving  the  preference 
to  those  who  will  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Nor 
can  there  ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  as  such,  inducing  them  to  em- 
barrass or  annoy  the  State  banks,  any  more  than  to 
incur  the  hostility  of  any  other  class  of  State  insti- 
tutions, or  of  private  citizens.  It  is  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  that  hostility  to  those  institutions  can 
spring  from  this  source,  or  any  opposition  to  their 
course  of  business,  except  when  they  themselves 
depart  from  ihe  objects  of  their  creation,  and  attempt 
to  usurp  powers  not  conferred  upon  them,  or  to  sub- 
vert the  standard  of  value  established  by  the  consti- 
tution. While  opposition  to  their  regular  operations 
cannot  exist  in  this  quarter,  resistance  to  any  attempt 
to  make  the  Government  dependent  upon  them_  for 
the  successful  administration  of  public  affairs,  is  a, 
matter  of  duty,  as  I  trust  it  ever  will  be  of  inclina- 
tion, no  matter  from  what  motive  or  consideration 
the  attempt  may  originate. 

It  is  no  more  than  just  to  the  banks  to  say,  that. 
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in  the  late  emergency,  most  of  them  firmly  resisted 
the  strongest  temptation  to  extend  their  paper  issues, 
■when  apparently  sustained  in  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  public  opinion,  even  though  in  some 
cases  invited  by  legislative  enactments.  To  this  hon- 
orable course,  aided  by  the  resistance  of  the  General 
Government,  acting  in  obedience  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  introduction 
of  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  may  be  attributed, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  speedy  restoration  of  our  cur- 
rency to  a  sound  state,  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try to  its  wonted  prosperity.  The  banks  have  but  to 
continue  in  the  same  safe  course,  and  be  content  in 
their  appropriate  sphere,  to  avoid  all  interference  from 
the  General  Government,  and  to  derive  from  it  all  the 
protection  and  benefits  which  it  bestows  on  other 
State  establishments,  on  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  on  the  States  themselves.  In  this,  their  true 
position,  they  cannot  but  secure  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  people  and  the  Government,  which 
they  can  only  lose  when,  leaping  from  their  legiti- 
mate sphere,  they  attempt  to  control  the  operations 
of  the  Government  to  their  own  purposes. 

Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  has  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  provisions  to  carry  out  the  wise  and  liberal 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
is,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
results  from  its  operation.  The  recommendations 
formerly  submitted  to  you,  in  respect  to  a  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Having  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  views  then  expressed,  your  attention  to 
them  ia  again  respectfully  requested. 

Every  proper  exertion  has  been  made,  and  will 
be  continued,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
several  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  the  legislation  of  the  two  branches.  A 
favorable  impression  has,  I  trust,  been  made  in  the 
different  foreign  countries  to  which  particular  at- 
tention has  been  directed,  and  although  we  cannot 
hope  for  an  early  change  in  their  policy,  as  in  many 
of  them  a  convenient  and  large  revenue  is  derived 
from  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale  of  this 
article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  really  injurious 
to  the  people  where  they  are  established,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  them  may  be  less  injuriously 
and  with  equal  facility  obtained  from  another  and 
a  liberal  system  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  our  efforts  will  be  eventually  crowned  with 
success,  if  persisted  in  with  temperate  firmness,  and 
sustained  by  prudent  legislation. 

In  recommending  to  Congress  the  adoption  of 
the  necessary  provisions  at  this  session  for  taking 
the  next  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  the  suggestion  presents  itself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measure  might  not  be  use- 
fully extended,  by  causing  it  to  embrace  authentic 
statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  specially 
intrusted  to,  or  necessarily  affected  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
presents  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice confided  to  the  superintendence  of  that  officer. 

The  law  increasing  and  organizing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States  has  been  nearly 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 


sively and  usefully  employed  during  the  past    sea- 
son. 

I  would  again  call  to  your  notice  the  subjects 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  military  de- 
fences of  the  country,  which  were  submitted  to  you 
at  the  last  session ;  but  which  were  not  acted  upon, 
as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  them  is  the  organization  of  the  militia  on  the 
maritime  and  inland  frontiers.  This  measure  ia 
deemed  important,  as  it  is  believed  that  it  will  fur- 
nish an  effective  volunteer  force  in  aid  of  the  regular 
army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  a  general  sys- 
tem of  organization  for  the  entire  miUtia  of  the 
United  States.  The  erection  of  a  national  foundry 
and  gunpowder  manufactory,  and  one  for  making 
small  arms,  the  latter  to  be  situated  at  some  point 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  all  appear  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  again  urged  upon 
your  attention. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
the  distribution  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calculated  to  promote 
regularity  and  economy  in  the  fiscal  administration 
of  the  service,  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try. With  this  view,  likewise,  I  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  presented  by  that  officer  for 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  The  preserva- 
tion of  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who  are  settled  upon  that  border  country,  as  well  as 
the  existence  of  the  Indian  population,  which  might 
be  tempted' by  our  want  of  preparation  to  rush  on 
their  own  destruction,  and  attack  the  white  settle- 
ments, all  seem  to  require  that  this  subject  should 
be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment authorized  to  place  that  country  in  a  state  of 
complete  defence  against  any  assault  from  the 
numerous  and  warlike  tribes  which  are  congregated 
on  that  border. 

It  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  apprise 
you  of  the  entire  removal  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians  to  their  new  home  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  measures  authorized  by  Congress  at  its  last  ses- 
sion with  a  view  to  the  long-standing  controversy 
with  them,  have  had  the  happiest  effect.  By  an 
agreement  concluded  with  them,  by  the  commanding 
general  in  that  country,  who  has  performed  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  him  on  the  occasion  with  commend- 
able energy  and  humanity,  their  removal  has  been 
principally  under  the  conduct  of  their  own  chiefs,  and 
they  have  emigrated  without  any  apparent  reluctance. 

The  successful  accomplishment  of  this  important 
object ;  the  removal  also,  of  the  entire  Creek  nation, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  number  of  fugitives 
amongst  the  Seminoles  in  Florida;  the  progress 
already  made  towards  a  speedy  completion  of  the. 
removal  of  the  Chickasaws,  the  Choctaws,  the  Potta- 
watamies,  the  Ottawas,  and  the  Chippewas,  with  the 
extensive  purchases  of  Indian  lands  during  the  pres- 
ent year,  have  rendered  the  speedy  and  successful 
result  of  the  long-established  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  entirely 
certain.  The  occasion  is,  therefore,  deemed  a  proper 
one  to  place  this  policy  in  such  a  point  of  view,  as 
will  exonerate  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
from  the  undeserved  reproach  which  has  been  cast 
upon  it  through  several  successive  Administrations. 
That  a  mixed  occupancy  of  the  same  territory,  by  the 
white  and  red  man,  is  incompatible  with  the  safety 
or  happiness  of  either,  is  a  position  in  respect  to 
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which  there  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  room  for  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  Eeason  and  experience  have 
'  alite  demonstrated  its  impracticability.  The  bitter 
fruits  of  every  attempt  heretofore  to  overcome  the 
barriers  interposed  by  nature,  have  only  been  de- 
struction, both  physical  and  moral,  to  the  Indian ; 
dangerous  conflicts  of  authority  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Governments ;  and  detriment  to  the  indi- 
vidual prosperity  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  country.  The  remedial 
policy,  the  principles  of  which  were  settled  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  consists  in  an  extinction,  for  a  fair 
consideration,  of  the  title  to  all  lands  still  occupied 
by  the  Indians  within  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States ;  their  removal  to  a  country  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  much  more  extensive,  and  better 
adapted  to  their  condition,  than  that,  on  which  they 
then  resided  ;  the  guarantee  to  them,  by  the  United 
States,  of  their  exclusive  possession  of  that  country 
forever,  exempt  from  all  intrusions  by  white  men, 
with  ample  provisions  for  their  security  against  ex- 
ternal violence  and  internal  dissensions,  and  the 
extension  to  them  of  suitable  facilities  for  their  ad- 
vancement in  civilization.  This  has  not  been  the 
policy  of  particular  administrations  only,  but  of  each 
in  succession  since  the  first  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
under  that  of  Mr.  Monroe.  All  have  labored  for  its 
accomplishment,  only  with  different  degrees  of  suc- 
cess. The  manner  of  its  execution  has,  it  is  true, 
from  time  to  time,  given  rise  to  conflicts  of  opinion 
and  unjust  imputations ;  but  in  respect  to  the  wis- 
dom and  necessity  of  the  policy  itself,  there  has  not, 
from  the  beginning,  existed  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  calm,  judicious,  disinterested  friend  of  the  Indian 
race,  accustomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  double  character  of  contractor  on 
its  own  account,  and  guardian  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted with,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
dealings  of  the  Federal  Govermnent  with  the  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  misrepresentation.  That  there 
occurred  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  country,  as  in 
all  others  where  the  civilize^  race  has  succeeded  to 
the  possessions  of  the  savage,  instances  of  oppression 
and  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  former,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  believe.  No  such  offences  can,  however, 
be  justly  charged  upon  this  Government  since  it  be- 
came free  to  pursue  its  own  course.  Its  dealings 
with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  just  and  friendly 
throughout ;  its  efforts  for  their  civilization  constant, 
and  directed  by  the  best  feelings  of  humanity;  its 
watchfulness  in  protecting  them  from  individual 
frauds  unremitting ;  its  forbearance  under  the  keen- 
est provocations,  the  deepest  injuries,  and  the  most 
flagrant  outrages,  may  challenge  at  least  a  compari- 
son with  any  nation,  ancient  or  modem,  in  similar 
circumstances ;  and  if  in  future  times  a  powerful,  civ- 
ilized, and  happy  nation  of  Indians  shall  be  found  to 
exist  within  the  limits  of  this  northern  continent,  it 
will  be  owing  to  the  consummation  of  that  policy 
which  has  been  so  unjustly  assailed.  Only  a  very 
brief  reference  to  facts  in  confirmation  of  this  asser- 
tion can  in  this  form  be  given,  and  you  are,  there- 
fore, necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  further  details.  To  the  Cherokees, 
whose  case  has  perhaps  excited  the  greatest  share  of 
attention  and  sympathy,  the  United  States  have 
granted  in  fee,  with  a  perpetual  guarantee  of  exclusive 
and  peaceable  possession,  13,554,135  acres  of  land, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  eligibly  situated,  | 


in  a  healthy  climate,  and  in  all  respects  better  suited 
to  their  condition  than  the  country  they  have  left, 
in  exchange  for  only  9,492,160  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  the  same  river.  The  United  States  have  in  addition 
stipulated  to  pay  them  five  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  their  interest  in,  and  improve- 
ments on,  the  lands  thus  relinquished,  and  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  for 
subsistence  and  other  beneficial  purposes;  thereby 
putting  it  in  their  power  to  become  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  independent  separate  communities,  of 
the  same  extent,  in  the  world. 

By  the  treaties  made  and  ratified  with  the  Mia- 
mies,  the  Chippewas,  the  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
and  the  Winnebagoes,  during  the  last  year,  the  In- 
dian title  to  eighteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  thousand  acres  has  been  extinguished.  These 
purchases  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  those 
of  any  previous  year,  and  have,  with  other  Indian 
expenses,  borne  very  heavily  upon  the  Treasury. 
They  leave,  however,  but  a  small  quantity  of  un- 
bought  Indian  lands  withm  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories ;  and  the  Legislature  and  Executive  were 
equally  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  a  final  and  more 
speedy  extinction  of  Indian  titles  within  those  limits. 
The  treaties  which  were,  with  a,  single  exception, 
made  in  pursuance  of  previous  appropriations  for 
defraying  the  expenses,  have  subsequently  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress by  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  them 
into  effect.  Of  the  terms  upon  which  these  impor- 
tant negotiations  were  concluded,  I  can  speak  from 
direct  knowledge  ;  and  I  feel  no  difiiculty  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  the  extensive 
territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid  for  at  its 
fair  value,  and  that  no  more  favorable  terms  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States  than  would  have 
been  reasonably  expected  in  a  negotiation  with  civil- 
ized men,  fully  capable  of  appreciating  and  protect- 
ing their  own  rights.  For  the  Indian  title  to  116,- 
349,89Y  acres  acquired  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
the  United  States  have  paid  $'72,560,056,  in  perma- 
nent annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  Indians,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  subsistence,  merchandise, 
mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  and  im- 
plements. When  the  heavy  expenses  incurred  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  circumstance  that  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  entire  territory  will  be  forever  un- 
salable, are  considered,  and  this  price  is  compared 
with  that  for  which  the  United  States  sell  their  own 
lands,  no  one  can  doubt  that  justice  has  been  done 
to  the  Indians  in  these  purchases  also.  Certain  it  is, 
that  the  transactions  of  the  Federal  Government  with 
the  Indians  have  been  uniformly  characterized  by  a 
sincere  and  paramount  desire  to  promote  their  wel- 
fare ;  and  it  must  be  a  source  of  the  highest  gratifi- 
cation to  every  friend  to  justice  and  humanity  to 
learn  that,  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  from 
time  to  time  thrown  in  its  way,  and  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  from  the  peculiar  and  impractica- 
ble nature  of  the  Indian  character,  the  wise,  humane, 
and  undeviating  policy  of  the  Government  in  this, 
the  most  difficult  of  all  our  relations,  foreign  or  domes- 
tic, has  at  length  been  justified  to  the  world  in  its  near 
approach  to  a  happy  and  certain  consummation. 

The  condition  of  the  tribes  which  occupy  the 
country  set  apart  for  them  in  the  West,  is  highly 
prosperous,  and  encourages  the  hope  of  their  early 
civilization.  They  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  turned  their  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.     All  those  who  have  been 
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established  for  any  length  of  time  in  that  fertile 
region,  maintain  themselves  by  their  own  industry. 
There  are  among  them  traders  of  no  inconsiderable 
capital,  and  planters  exporting  cotton  to  some  ex- 
tent ;  but  the  greater  number  are  small  agriculturists, 
living  in  comfort  upon  the  produce  of  their  farms. 
The  recent  emigrants,  although  they  have  in  some 
instances  removed  reluctantly,  have  readily  acquiesced 
in  thejr  unavoidable  destiny.  They  have  found  at 
once  a  recompense  for  past  sufferings,  and  an  incen- 
tive to  industrious  habits,  in  the  abundance  and  com- 
forts around  them.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
all  these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelings  towards 
the  United  States ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
acquisition  of  individual  wealth,  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture, and  habits  of  industry,  will  gradually  subdue 
their  warlike  propensities  and  incline  them  to  main- 
tain peace  among  themselves.  To  effect  this  desir- 
able object,  the  attention  of  Congress  is  solicited  to 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  their  future  government  and  protection,  as  well 
from  each  other  as  from  the  hostility  of  the  warlike 
tribes  around  them,  and  the  intrusions  of  the  whites. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  has  given  pem  a  per- 
manent home,  and  guaranteed  to  them  its  peaceful 
and  undisturbed  possession.  It  only  remains  to  give 
them  a  government  and  laws  wiich  will  encourage 
industry,  and  secure  to  them  the  reward  of  their 
exertions.  The  importance  of  some  form  of  govern- 
ment cannot  be  too  much  insisted  upon.  The  ear- 
liest effects  will  be  to  diminish  the  causes  of  oc- 
casions for  hostilities  among  the  tribes,  to  inspire  an 
interest  in  the  observance  of  laws  to  which  they  will 
have  themselves  assented,  and  to  multiply  the  securi- 
ties of  property,  and  the  motives  for  self-improve- 
ment. Intimately  connected  with  this  subject,  is  the 
establishment  of  the  military  defences  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  have  been  already 
referred  to.  Without  them,  the  Government  will 
be  powerless  to  redeem  its  pledges  of  protection  to 
the  emigrating  Indians  against  the  numerous  warlike 
tribes  that  surround  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  bordering  States. 

The  case  of  the  Seminoles  constitutes  at  present 
the  only  exception  to  the  successful  efforts  of  the 
Government  to  remove  the  Indians  to  the  homes 
assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Four  hun- 
dred of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1836,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  1837  and  1838,  leaving  in  the  country, 
it  is  supposed,  about  2,000  Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  people ;  the  savage 
and  unprovoked  murders  they  have  lately  commit- 
ted, butchering  whole  families  of  the  settlers  of  the 
Territory,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and 
making  their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of 
the  country,  so  that  no  part  of  it  is  free  from  their 
ravages  ;  their  frequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses 
along  that  dangerous  coast;  and  the  barbarity  with 
which  they  have  murdered  the  passengers  and 
crews  of  such  vessels  as  have  been  wrecked  upon 
the  reefs  and  keys  which  border  the  Gulf,  leave  the 
Government  no  alternative  but  to  continue  the 
military  operations  against  them  until  they  are 
totally  expelled  from  Florida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the 
Government  to  pursue  this  course  towards  the  Sem- 
inoles. The  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good 
faith  all  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have,  in  every  other  instance,  insisted 
upon  a  Uke  performance  of  their  obligations.  To 
relax  from  this  salutary  rule  because  the  Semiaoles 


have  maintained  themselves  so  long  in  the  terri- 
tory they  had  relinquished,  and,  in  defiance  of  their 
frequent  and  solemn  engagements,  still  continue  to 
wage  a,  ruthless  war  against  the  United  States, 
would  not  only  evince  a  want  of  constancy  on 
our  part,  but  be  of  evil  example  in  our  intercourse 
with  other  tribes.  Experience  has  shown  that  but 
little  is  to  be  gained  by  the  march  of  armies  through 
a  country  so  intersected  with  inaccessible  swamps 
and  marshes,  and  which,  from  the  fatal  character 
of  the  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  the  end  of 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  therefore,  to  your  at- 
tention, the  plan  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  the  accompanying  report,  for  the  perma- 
nent occupation  of  the  portion  of  the  Territory  freed 
from  the  Indians,  and  the  more  efScient  protection 
of  the  people  of  Florida  from  their  inhuman  warfare. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  transmitted,  it  will  appear  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  disposable  naval  force  is  either  ac- 
tively employed,  or  in  a  state  of  preparation  for 
the  purposes  of  experience  and  discipline,  and  the 
protection  of  our  commerce.  So  effectual  has  been 
this  protection,  that,  so  far  as  the  information  of 
Government  extends,  not  a.  single  outrage  has 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  present  year,  in  any 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 

The  exploring  expedition  sailed  from  Norfolk  on 
the  19th  of  August  last ;  and  information  has  been 
received  of  its  safe  arrival  at  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira. The  best  spirit  animates  the  officers  and 
crews,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate,  from 
its  efforts,  results  beneficial  to  commerce  and  hon- 
orable to  the  nation. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  no  reduction  of  the 
force  now  in  commission  is  contemplated.  The 
unsettled  state  of  a  portion  of  South  America  ren- 
ders it  indispensable  that  our  commerce  should  re- 
ceive protection  in  that  quarter ;  the  vast  and  in- 
creasing interests  embarked  in  the  trade  of  the  In- 
dian and  China  Seas,  in  the  whale  fisheries  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  require 
equal  attention  to  tj^ir  safety ;  and  a  small 
squadron  may  be  employed  to  great  advantage  on 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting  sudden  demands  for 
the  reinforcement  of  other  stations,  in  aiding  mer- 
chant vessels  in  distress,  in  affording  active  service 
to  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  in  visiting 
the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  which  is  obviously  of  the  highest 
importance. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectfully  called  to 
that  portion  of  the  report  recommending  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  smaller  vessels,  and  to  other  sug- 
gestions contained  in  that  document.  The  rapid  in- 
crease and  wide  expansion  of  our  commerce,  which 
is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  of  profitable  ad- 
venture ;  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  naval  force  for 
its  protection  precisely  in  the  degree  of  its  extension ; 
a  due  regard  to  the  national  rights  and  honor ;  the 
recollection  of  its  former  exploits,  and  the  anticipa- 
tion of  its  future  triumphs  whenever  opportunity 
presents  itself,  which  we  may  rightfully  indulge  from 
the  experience  of  the  past,  all  seem  to  point  to  the 
navy  as  a  most  efficient  arm  of  our  national  defence, 
and  a  proper  object  of  legislative  encouragement. 

The  progress  and  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  General.  The  extent  of  post  roads, 
covered  by  miul  contracts,  ia  stated  to  be  134,818 
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miles,  and  the  annual  transportation  upon  them  34,- 
680  202.  The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
States  is  12,563,  and  rapidly  increasing.  The  gross 
revenue  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
last  was  $4,262,145.  The  accruing  expenditures, 
$4  680,068  ;  excess  of  expenditures,  $417,923'.  This 
has  been  made  up  out  of  the  surplus  previously  on 
hand.  The  cash  on  hand  on  the  first  instant,  was 
8314  068.  The  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June 
1838  was  $161,540  more  than  that  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  183'?.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment bad  been  graduated  upon  the  anticipation  of  a 
largely  increased  revenue.  A  moderate  curtailment 
of  mail  service  consequently  became  necessary,  and 
has  been  effected,  to  shield  the  department  against 
the  danger  of  embarrassment.  Its  revenue  is  now 
improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  onward  course 
in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Your  particular  attention  is  requested  to  so  much 
of  the  Postmaster  General's  report  as  relates  to  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  upon  the  railroads.  The 
laws  on  that  subject  do  not  seem  adequate  to  se- 
cure that  service,  now  become  almost  essential  to  the 
public  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
department  from  combinations  and  unreasonable  de- 
mands. 

Nor  can  I  too  earnestly  request  your  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  secure  building 
for  this  department.  The  danger  of  destruction  to 
which  its  important  books  .and  papers  are  contin- 
ually exposed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combustible 
character  of  the  building  occupied,  as  from  that  of 
Others  in  the  vicinity,  calls  loudly  for  prompt  action. 

Your  attention  is  again  earnestly  invited  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendation  submitted  at  the  last 
session  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  it  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain proceedings  at  law  which  have  recently  been 
prosecuted  in  this  District,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  against  the  Postmaster 
General,  and  which  have  resulted  in  the  payment  of 
money  out  of  the  National  Treasury,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  establishment  of  the  Government,  by 
judicial  compulsion  exercised  by  the  common  law 
writ  of  mandamus,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  of  this 
District. 

The  facta  of  the  case,  and  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  found  fully  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  decision ;  and  any  additional  information  which 
you  may  desire  will  be  supplied  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment. No  interference  in  the  particular  case  is  con- 
templated. The  money  has  been  paid ;  the  claims 
of  the  prosecutors  have  been  satisfied ;  and  the 
whole  subject,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is  finally 
disposed  of;  but  it  is  on  the  supposition  that  the 
case  may  be  regarded  as  an  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  that  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  present  it  to  your  consideration. 

The  object  of  the  application  to  the  circuit  court 
was  to  compel  the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  into 
effect  an  award  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  the  settle- 
ment of  certain  claims  of  their  relators  on  the  Post 
Office  Department,  which  award  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral declined  to  execute  in  full,  until  he  should  re- 
ceive further  legislative  direction  on  the  subject.  If 
the  duty  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General,  by  that 
law,  was  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  an  official  nature, 
belonging  to  his  office  as  a  branch  of  the  Executive, 
then  it  is  obvious,  that  the  constitutional  competency 


of  the  Judiciary  to  direct  and  control  him  in  its  dis- 
charge, was  necessarily  drawn  in  question.  And  if 
the  duty  so  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  exec- 
utive, it  yet  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  had  authority  to  interfere  by 
mandamus — such  a  power  having  never  before  been 
asserted  or  claimed  by  that  court.  With  a  view  to 
the  settlement  of  these  important  questions,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court  was  carried,  by  a  writ  of 
error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  opinion  of  that  tribunal,  the  duty  imposed  on 
the  Postmaster  General  was  not  an  official,  executive 
duty,  but  one  of  a  merely  ministerial  nature.  The 
grave  constitutional  questions  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed were,  therefore,  excluded  from  the  decision 
of  the  case ;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting 
that,  with  powers  and  duties  properly  belonging  to 
the  Executive,  no  other  department  can  interfere  by 
the  writ  of  mandamus  ;  and  the  question,  therefore, 
resolved  itself  into  this;  Has  Congress  conferred 
upon  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  the  power  to 
issue  such  a  writ  to  an  officer  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, commanding  him  to  perform  a  ministerial  act  ? 
A  majority  of  the  court  have  decided  that  it  has,  but 
have  founded  their  decision  upon  a  process  of  reason- 
ing which,  in  my  judgment,  renders  further  legisla- 
tive provision  indispensable  to  the  public  interests 
and  the  equal  administration  of  justice. 

It  has  long  since  been  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  neither  that  tribunal  nor  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  held  within  the  respective  States, 
possess  the  power  in  question ;  but  it  is  now  held 
that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these  high  tribu- 
nals, (to  the  former  by  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
latter  by  Congress,)  has  been,  by  its  legislation, 
vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  District.  No  such 
direct  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  Dis- 
trict is  claimed  ;  but  it  has  been  held  to  result,  by 
necessary  implication,  from  several  sections  of  the 
law  establishing  the  court.  One  of  these  sections 
declares,  that  the  laws  of  Maryland,  as  they  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  should  be  in  force  in  that 
part  of  the  District  ceded  by  that  State ;  and,  by 
this  provision,  the  common  law,  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases,  as  it  prevailed  in  Maryland  in  1801,  was  estab- 
Mshed  in  that  part  of  the  District. 

In  England,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench — ^because 
the  sovereign,  who,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
constitution,  is  the  fountain  of  justice,  originally 
sat  there  in  person,  and  is  still  deemed  to  be  pres- 
ent, in  construction  of  law — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuing  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not  only 
to  inferior  jurisdictions  and  corporations,  but  also 
.to  magistrates  and  others,  commanding  them,  in 
the  King's  name,  to  do  what  their  duty  requires,  in 
cases  where  there  is  a  vested  right,  and  no  other 
specific  remedy.  It  has  been  held,  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is,  by  the  constitution,  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  exercise  this  power,  and  as  the  circuit  court 
of  this  District  is  a  court  of  generaljurisdiction  in 
cases  at  common  law,  and  the  highest  court  of 
original  jurisdiction  in  the  District,  the  right  to 
issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  is  incident  to  its  com- 
mon law  powers.  Another  ground  rehed  upon  to 
maintain  the  power  in  question,  is,  that  it  was  in- 
cluded, by  fair  construction,  in  the  power  it  granted 
to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
act  "  to  provide  for  the  more  convetiient  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
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13th  of  February,  1801;  that  the  act  establishing 
the  circuit  court  of  this  District,  passed  the  ^Ith 
day  of  February,  1801,  conferred  upon  that  court 
and  the  judges  thereof  the  same  powers  as  were  by 
law  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  in  the  judges  of  the  said  courts ;  that 
the  repeal  of  the  first-mentioned  act,  which  took 
place  in  the  next  year,  did  not  divest  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  of  the  authority  in  dispute,  but 
left  it  still  clothed  with  the  powers  over  the  subject 
which,  it  is  conceded,  were  taken  away  from  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  repeal  of 
the  act  of  13th  of  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adoption  of  the  laws  of 
Maryland  for  a  portion  of  this  District  confers  on 
the  circuit  court  thereof,  in  that  portion,  the  tran- 
scendent extra-judicial  prerogative  powers  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England,  or  that  cither 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  by  necessary  implication, 
authorize  the  former  court  to  issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
him  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty,  the  conse- 
quences are,  in  one  respect,  the  same.  The  result 
in  either  case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  are,  in  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
official  duties,  subject  to  different  laws  and  a  dif- 
ferent supervision  :  those  in  the  States  to  one  rule, 
and  those  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  another 
and  a  very  different  one.  In  the  District  their 
official  conduct  is  subject  to  a  judicial  control, 
from  which  in  the  States  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  such  a  power  in  the 
judiciary,  in  a  system  of  Government  constituted 
like  that  of  the  United 'States,  all  must  agree  that 
these  disparaging  discrepancies  in  the  law  and  in 
the  administration  of  justice  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  continue;  and  as  Congress  alone  can 
provide  the  remedy,  the  subject  is  unavoidably  pre- 
sented to  your  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUEEN. 

■Washington,  Decembers,  1838. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Weight, 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  and  that  five  thousand  additional  copies  with- 
out the  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  with 
the  documents,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Decemher  4. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng,  from  the  joint  Committee 
on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  discharged  that  duty,  and  the 
President  had  informed  them,  in  reply,  that  he 
would  transmit  to  the  two  Houses  a  Message 
to-day. 

The  President's  annual  Message  was  then 
brought  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  and,  being 
laid  before  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  was  read 
at  length  by  the  Olerk. 

Mr.  Haynes  moved  that  the  Message  and  ac- 
companying documents  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  that  15,000  copies  with  the  documents,  and 


5,000  without  the  documents,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House. 

.After  some  farther  conversation  between 
Messrs.  Wise,  J.  Gaeland,  and  Haynes,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


Wednesday,  December  5. 

The  Hon.  L.  Saltonstall,  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  the  Son.  Wm.  Patterson. 
Mr.  Fillmoee  then  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speakeb  :  The  painful  and  melancholy 
duty  has  devolved  upon  me  of  announcing  to 
this  House  the  death  of  my  lamented  friend 
and  colleague,  Wm.  Patteesoij.  He  died  at 
his  residence,  in  Warsaw,  on  the  14th  day  of 
August  last. 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  this  Hall  at 
the  close  of  the  late  'session.  He  was  then  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  apparently  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  health.  Blessed  by  his  Creator 
with  a  constitution  that  never  felt  disease — 
environed  by  a  temperance  and  regularity  of 
habit  that  ordinarily  bids  defiance  to  its  ap- 
proach'— no  man  left  this  House  with  fairer 
prospects  of  returning  to  it  again.  But  the 
untiring  assiduity  with  which  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here  during 
that  long  and  arduous  session,  doubtless  sowed 
the  seeds  of  that  disease  which  so  soon  terminat- 
ed his  earthly  existence.  Beneath  the  external 
glow  of  health  that  then  mantled  his  cheek,  was 
insidiously  preying  the  canker-worm  of  death. 
He  was  barely  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom 
of  his  family,  when  his  strength  gave  way,  his 
reason  wandered,  and,  in  a  few  short  days,  all 
that  was  mortal  of  WiUiam  Patterson  "  slept 
beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley."  Would  that 
his  melancholy  tale  ended  here.  But  it  does 
not.  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and  sor- 
rows, worn  down  with  the  watchings  and 
anxieties  of  his  last  illness,  with  a  constitution 
too  feeble  to  support  the  accumulated  distress 
of  a  sensitive  mind,  sunk  beneath  the  weight 
of  her  sorrows,  and,  in  a  few  days  after  his  in- 
terment, she,  too,  "  slept  the  sleep  of  death  " 
by  his  side.  What  an  appalling  bereavement 
to  his  infant  children !  They  are  now  orphans 
in  this  wide  world,  exhibiting  in  their  changed 
condition  an  awful  reality  of  the  uncertainty 
of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 
.  But,  sir,  though  gone,  he  has  left  behind  him 
a  name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  knew 
him.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  character, 
kind  and  generous  in  his  disposition,  honest 
and  inflexible  in  his  purpose — to  know  him  was 
to  respect  and  esteem  him.  His  heart  was 
without  guile ;  and,  though  he  made  no  profes- 
sions, yet  he  habitually  practised  all  the  virtues 
that  adorn  the  life  of  a  most  exemplary  Chris- 
tian. 

He  made  no  pretensions  to  literary  acquire- 
ments or  statesmanlike  qualifications,  and  his 
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native  modesty  naturally  induced  him  to  seek 
tlie  quiet  retirement  of  private  life.  But,  bless- 
ed with  good  sense  and  a  strong  and  retentive 
memory,  he  found  leisure,  amid  the  daily  toils 
of  a  laborious  occupation,  to  cultivate  a  taste 
for  reading,  which  stored  his  mind  -with  useful 
facts.  At  the  unsolicited  request  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  reluctantly  yielded  his  assent  to  oc- 
cupy a  seat  on  this  floor.  How  he  discharged 
that  important  trust  during  the  short  time  he 
participated  in  our  deliberations,  is  known  to 
you  all.  During  a  protracted  and  uncommonly 
arduous  session,  when  many  fainted  by  the 
■ffayside,  he  was  always  at  his  post.  During  a 
time  of  uncommon  excitement  and  political 
acrimony,  he  was  firm  in  the  support  of  what 
he  deemed  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  opin- 
ions of  others  with  whom  he  differed.  In  one 
word,  he  was  constant  and  patient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  his  official  duties,  and  untiring  in 
the  more  humble,  but  useful  labors  of  his  sta- 
tion. Naturally  frank,  honest,  and  confiding, 
he  drew  around  him  a  circle  of  friends,  and,  by 
the  unadulterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  dis- 
armed even  political  opposition  of  its  rancor. 
Finally,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  a  father, 
husband,  brother,  friend,  citizen,  and  legislator, 
he  was  blameless.  That,  no  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  his  many  virtues  should  be  wanting, 
I  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the  reso- 
lutions which  I  send  to  the  Chair  : 

Besohed,  unanimously,  That  this  House  has  re- 
ceived with  deep  sensibility  the  annunciation  of  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  William  Patterson,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  New  York. 
,  'Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Death  of  Eon.  A.  W.  Bruyn. 

Mr.  Geat  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  sincerely  join  in  the  expres- 
sion of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  our  late  lamented 
friend  and  colleague,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  announced,  and  sympathize  with  his  rel- 
atives, and  especially  his  children,  who  have 
suffered  a  double  bereavement ;  and  regret,  yes, 
sir,  deeply  regret,  that  there  is  still  yet  to  be 
announced  another  instance  of  mortality,  which 
occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  among 
the  delegation  from  that  State,  and  that,  top, 
from  the  District  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  I  allude  to  the  late  Hon. 
■Andeew  De  Witt  Beutn,  who,  for  a  consider- 
able period  prior  to,  and  during  all  the  time  he 
served  his  constituents,  in  this  body,  suffered 
under  a  combination  of  diseases  that  impaired 
liis  usefulness  here,  and  finally  terminated  his 
life  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Ithaca.  Aside  from  the  irreparable 
loss  which  his  family  have  sustained,  the  death 
of  Judge  Bruyn  is  regarded  as  no  ordinary  ca- 
lamity to  the  community  to  whom  hB  was  inti- 
mately known,  and  by  whom  his  salutary  influ- 


ence, both  in  public  and  private  life,  was  felt 
and  appreciated.  In  all  situations  in  life,  he 
was  amiable  and  unpretending ;  deliberate  in 
forming  his  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  main- 
taining them.  He  was,  in  all  respects,  an  hon- 
orable man ;  justly,  and  in  a  very  high  degree, 
enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and 
those  who  knew  him  best  respected  him  most. 
He  was  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  distinguished  for 
the  clear  and  comprehensive  view  he  took  of 
all  subjects  presented  for  his  consideration,  pos- 
sessing talents  peculiarly  fitting  for  a  judicial 
station ;  and  after  a  successful  practice  in  his 
profession  for  many  years,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  first  judge  of  the  county  court  in 
the  county  where  he  resided,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  for  several  years,  and  un- 
til he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
distinguished  ability  ;  and  when  he  resigned  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the 
unanimous  and  cordial'  approbation  of  the  bar 
of  his  county,  and  those  whose  peculiar  prov- 
ince it  was  to  join  in  an  expression  of  his  valu- 
able services  in  that  capacity.  Of  his  course 
here  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  he  ac- 
quired a  reputation  here  which  he  maintained 
elsewhere,  of  a  pure,  upright,  and  honest  man. 
I  beg  leave  to  send  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolution,  and  move  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  tender 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy  on  this 
mournful  event,  and  will  testify  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Andrew  De  Witt  Beoyn,  deceased,  late 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The    resolution   was  unanimously   adopted, 
and  then,  on  motion, 
The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  December  10. 
Smithsonian  Legacy. 

The  following  Messages  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  were  laid  before  the 
House : 

Washington,  Dec.  6,  1838. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  ; 

The  act  of  the  1st  July,  1836,  to  enable  the  Execu- 
tive to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  James  Smithson,  late  of  London,  having  received 
its  entire  execution,  and  the  amount  recovered  and 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  having,  agreeably  to  an  act 
of  the  last  session,  been  invested  iii  State  stocks,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  obligation  now  devolving  upon  the  United  States 
to  fulfil  the  object  of  the  bequest.  In  order  to  obtain 
such  information  as  might  seem  to  facilitate  its  attain- 
ment, the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  in  July  last 
to  apply  to  persons  versed  in  science,  and  familiar 
with  the  subject  of  public  education,  for  their  views 
as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  fund  best  calculated 
to  meet  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most 
beneficial  to  mankind.  Copies  of  the  circular  letter, 
written  in  compliance  with  these  directions,  and  of 
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the  answers  to  it  received  at  the  Department  of  State, 
are  herewith  communicated  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  M.  VAN  BUKEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  nine. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tires  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  9th  of  July  last.  M.  VAN  BUKEN. 

Washington,  Dec.  1,  1838. 

Defalcation  of  Sam.  Swartwout,  late  Collector 

of  the  Port  of  New  York. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi'esentativcs  of  the 
United  States : 
I  herewith  transmit  a  special  report,  made  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  consider- 
ation, in  relation  to  the  recently  discovered  default 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector  of  the  customs  at 
the  port  of  New  York. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  the  early  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  adoption  of  the  legal  provisions 
therein  suggested,  or  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  expedient  for  increasing  the  public 
security  against  similar  defalcations  hereafter. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Washington,  Dec.  1  1838. 

Mr.  Oambeelejtg  moved  that  so  much  of  this 
document  as  related  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  of  New  York  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  so  much  as  related  to 
the  revenue  laws  to  that  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  in  making  the  first 
motion,  which  he  regarded  as  one  demanding 
the  exclusive  considej-ation  of  a  committee,  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  did  it  with 
no  design  of  acting  upon  the  committee  him- 
self in  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  charged 
as  he  was  with  the  laborious  duties  on  another 
committee,  he  could  scarcely  devote  the  requi- 
site time ;  and,  independent  of  that  considera- 
tion, it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  him 
that  the  members  should  come  from  a  different 
quarter  of  the  Union  than  Mr.  0.  did. 

Mr.  Mekoee  applauded  the  spirit  and  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  but  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow, 
and  order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  0.  assenting,  the  subject  took  that  tem- 
porary direction.* 

*  Among  the  papers  communicated  by  the  President 
were  the  following  from  Henky  D.  Gilpin,  Esq.,  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury ; 

Mr.  Underwood  completed,  on  Thursday  evening,  the 
examination  of  the  books  and  documents  at  the  custom- 
house, so  far  as  to  enable  him,  with  the  addition  of  the  in- 
for.raation  already  possessed  at  the  Treasury,  to  state  the 
account  of  Mr.  Swartwout  so  as  to  exhibit  truly  the  amount 
due  to  the  United  States.  Ho  then  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton for  the  purpose  of  having  the  account  Anally  adjusted 
and  passed  by  the  accounting  ofBccrs,  as  the  act  of  Congress 
requires,  and  expected  to  return  it  to  me,  at  this  place,  duly 
certiQod,  by  the  12th  Instant.  When  it  is  received,  wo 
shall  be  able  to  adopt  the  summary  proceedings  by  distress 
warrant,  authorizoa  by  the  act  of  May  15, 1820,  should  the 


Tuesday,  December  11. 

Sights  of  the  South. 

When  New  Hampshire  was  called  on, 
Mr.  Atheeton  rose  and  asked  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Government  is  a  Government 
of  limited  powers,  and  that,  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  what- 
ever over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  several  States,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy  that 
institution  within  their  limits. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institu- 
tion in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 


interests  of  the  United  States  make  that  course  most  ad- 
visable. 

It  appeared  proper,  however,  without  waiting  for  this,  to 
take  whatever  measures  were  possible  for  the  immedLate 
security  of  the  United  States.  On  examining  the  letter  of 
attorney  from  Mr.  Swartwout  to  Mr.  Ogden,  I  found  that  it 
conferred  on  the  latter  the  fullest  agency.  He  was  entirely 
impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopting  under  it  such 
measures  for  the  security  of  the  United  States  as  were  in 
his  power.  He  has  paid  over  to  me  the  sum  of  $30,000  in 
cash,  being  the  deposit  in  bank  referred  to  in  the  last  re- 
port. This  sum  I  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  on  special  deposit,  in  the  Bank 
of  America ;  and  herewith  enclose  you  duplicate  receipts 
of  the  cashier  therefor.  Mr.  Ogden  has  also  executed,  as 
the  attorney  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  three  mortgages  of  all  his 
property  in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and 
Maryland.  The  specific  portions  of  property  belonging  to 
Mr.  Swartwout  in  those  States  were  not  all  known  to  Mr. 
Ogden,  but  they  are  described  as  fully  as  his  information 

Eermitted;  and  the  mortgages  embrace,  generally,  all  Mr. 
wartwout's  estate.  Neither  Mr.  Price  nor  myself  have 
been  able  to  learu  that  there  is  any  other  property,  real  or 
person.al,  unless  it  be  the  household  furniture.  The  mort- 
gages have  been  placed  for  record  in  the  register's  office  of 
this  city,  and  of  Bergen  county.  New  Jersey,  and  I  have 
forwarded  that  embracing  the  property  in  Maryland,  to  the 
district  attorney  there,  with  a  request  to  have  it  recorded 
in  the  proper  office  without  delay.  These  mortgages  In- 
clude the  house  and  lots  in  this  city ;  the  large  and  valuable 
meadow  property  at  Hoboken;  and  the  interest  in  the  coal 
lands  at  Cumberland.  As  to  their  value,  I  have  no  means 
of  forming  an  opinion,  but  it  is  r.ated  by  Mr.  Ogden  at  a 
very  large  amount. — [Exirnct,  Nov,  10, 1838. 


Yesterday  I  received  a  dulj*  certified  transcript  of  the  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Swartwout,  as  finally  stated  by  the  accounting 
officers,  showing  a  balance  due  from  him,  as  late  collector 
of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  New  York,  of  $1,844,119  65. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  15th  May, 
1820,  I  forthwith  issued  a  warrant  of  distress  against  the 
said  Samuel  Swartwout,  and  Benjamin  Birdsall,  Charles  L. 
Livingston,  and  Mangle  L.  Quackenboss,  the  sureties  in  the 
official  bond  of  Mr  Swartwout,  which  was  forwarded  from 
tho  office  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  The 
warrant  of  distress,  with  a  copy  of  the  account,  was  de- 
livered to  tho  marshal,  and  he  proceeded  without  delay  to 
make  a  levy  on  the  estato  of  Mr.  Swartwout  and  his  sure- 
ties in  this  district 

In  order  to  perfect  tho  lien  in  tlio  manner  the  act 
requires,  the  marshal  has  already  caused  the  levies  ho  has 
made,  with  the  dates,  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  tho 
clerk  of  the  district  court  for  this  district,  and  will  continue 
so  to  do  as  additional  property  may  he  ascertained.— [ac- 
traat,  Kov.  13, 1S33. 
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public  faith  upon  which  they  entered  into  the  Con- 
federacy. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy, and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
acknowledged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and 
promoting  the  other. 

Resolved,  therefore,^  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
Confederacy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid, 
are  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the 
fundamental  principle  on  which  the  Union  of  these 
States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress ; 
and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  propo- 
sition, or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery,  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation 
thereof,  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  OusHiUG  objected  to  their  introduction 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Atheeton  thereupon  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  CusnisG-  simultaneously 
demanded  tlie  yeas  and  nays ;  which,  being 
ordered,  were — yeas  137,  nays  66. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  resolutions  being  before  tlie  Ilouse, 

Mr.  Athbeton  addressed  the  Ohair  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  addressing  the  House  at  this  time  my  ob- 
ject is,  very  briefly,  to  explain  the  purport  of 
the  resolutions  just  offered,  and  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  present  tliem. 

The  first  resolution  declares  "  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  a  Government  of  limited  powers, 
and  that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever 
over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Confederacy." 

To  suppose  that  this  resolution  would  not 
meet  very  general  assent,  would  be  to  suppose 
that  the  most  ultra  Federal  notions  are  enter- 
tained as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  those  powers  arc  considered  as 
entirely  absolute  and  unlimited.- 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of 
operations  set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  the  several  States,  and  thus  in- 
directly to  destroy  that  institution  within  their 
limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences  which 
their  acts  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce. 
This  resolution  contains  an  expression  of  our 
opinion  as  to  the  ultimate  object  and  tendency 
of  these  petitions  and  memorials.    Can  any  one 


who  does  not  shut  his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on 
around  him,  doubt  as  to  the  effect,  and  as  to 
the  intention  of  these  petitions?  I  cannot 
doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the  open 
avowals  of  these  petitioners  themselves.  In 
saying  this,  I  refer,  however,  not  to  many  hon- 
est persons  who  have  signed  them  without  a 
sufficient  examination  of  the  important  bearing 
of  the  question ;  nor'  to  others,  such  for  in- 
stance as  females  and  children,  who  have  had, 
in  affixing  their  signatures,  too  frequently  no 
definite  intention  or  object ;  but  to  those  who 
call  loudly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,  who  circulate  them  for 
signature,  and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to 
agitate  the  community  on  this  subject. 

The  third  resolution  declares  that  Congress 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly' which  it  can- 
not do  directly,  and  that  the  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  Distinct  of  Columbia 
or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  or  with  the  view, 
of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institution 
in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and 
a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  upon  which  they 
entered  into  this  Confederacy. 

The  fourth  resolution  declares  "  that  the  con- 
stitution rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  this  Confederacy,  and 
that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  acknowl- 
edged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing 
the  one  and  promoting  the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political 
construction  or  political  morality  ought  to  find 
favor  in  this  House,  by  which  the  justice  of 
these  two  resolutions  shall  not  be  fully  admit- 
ted. Indeed,  sir,  I  must  say  that  all  the  reso- 
lutions to  which  I  have  adverted  seem  very 
like  truisms,  about  which  no  dispute  can  be  en- 
tertained ;  and  it  also  seems  to  me,  that  from 
these  the  principles  contained  in  the  fifth  and 
last  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolution  declares  that,  therefore, 
"  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the 
Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confeder- 
acy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of 
the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  union 
of  these  States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Congress." 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  said,  they  seem  to  me 
to  follow  by  necessary  consequence  from  the 
preceding  resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolution 
proceeds  still  further,  and  provides  for  the 
mode  of  action  of  the  House  upon  petitions, 
memorials,  &c.,  on  this  subject ;  and  from  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  first  part  of  the  res- 
olution, the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  action 
prescribedj  becomes  at  once  apparent. 
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The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  provides 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  prop- 
osition or  paper,  tending  or  relating  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as 
aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereof,  shall,  on  the 
presentation  thereof,  without  any  further  action 
thereon,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being 
debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

This  provision  is,  in  effect,  similar  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  24th  of  December,  1837,  on  the 
same  subject.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all,  that*  the  resolution  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber was  also  nearly  similar  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House  several  years  since,  after 
full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a  committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
one  of  them  was  of  the  committee  who  report- 
ed it.  Their  course  met  the  decided  approba- 
tion of  a  majojity  of  their  constituents,  as  I 
believe  has  the  course  of  those  who  supported 
the  similar  resolutions  of  the  24th  December. 
At  any  rate,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  of 
that  constituency,  that  they  are  too  intelligent 
to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and  utterly  unfounded 
pretence,  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution 
is  a  denial  of  any  right  of  petition.  Still,  sir, 
as  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  from  not 
sufBciently  attending  to  the  reasons  inducing  it, 
this  may  have  been  considered  a  measure  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I  have  thought  proper  in 
submitting  that  part  of  the  last  resolution,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  action  by  the  House, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Pikoknet,  and  to  the  resolution 
of  the  24th  December,  1837,  to  preface  it  with 
the  matter  preceding,  embodying  the  reasons 
which  not  only  render  the  propriety  of  this 
course  evident,  but  show  the  impropriety  of 
any  other.  I  would  treat  these  petitions  pre- 
cisely as  I  would  any  other  Involving  similar 
considerations.  These  subjects  have  excited 
anxious  attention  and  reflection  here  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  House,  to 
suppose  that  any  one  of  them  had  not  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question,  whether  we  have  a 
right  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these  petitions  or 
not.  The  Abolitionists  themselves  evince  their 
own  conviction  that  the  minds  of  members, 
even  before  they  enter  this  Hall,  are  made  up 
on  these  subjects,  by  requiring  them  explicitly 
to  state  their  opinions  and  the  vote  they  intend 
to  give..  The  matter  has  been  once  referred  to 
a  committee,  who  fully  examined  it,  and  re- 
ported such  arguments  as  conclusively  show 
our  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  must  be  referred,  and  a  report 
be  made  in  full  upon  it,  and  that  the  whole 
time  of  Congress  should  be  spent  upon  the 
subject  ?  Thb  House,  and  each  member  of  the 
House,  has  fully  considered  the  subjects  in- 
volved in  these  petitions.  If,  then,  the  House 
is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  right  to 
act  on  these  subjects  as  the  petitioners  desire, 
it  is,  as  I  conceive,  our  duty  to  dispose  of  the 


petitions  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  unless 
indeed  our  object  be  to  waste  our  own  time  and 
the  money  of  the  people  in  discussion  intermin- 
able and  unavailing,  or  worse  than  unavailing, 
because  intended  to  manufacture  public  senti- 
ment for  our  constituents  rather  than  to  acquire 
light  for  our  own  guidance,  and  thus  indicating 
the  assumption  that  we  are  the  masters  instead 
of  the  servants  of  the  people.  By  the  mode 
of  action  here  prescribed,  the  petitions  are  to 
be  presented  like  any  other  petitions ;  from  the 
statement  of  their  contents,  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  perceived  that  they 
relate  to  subjects  which  have  been  fully  con- 
sidered by  the  House,  and  on  which  a  majority 
of  the  House  have  definitely  formed  an  opinion 
that  the  House  has  no  legitimate  jurisdiction ; 
and  they  are  at  once  laid  upon  the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  "  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  is  a  matter  exclusively  within 
the  regulation  of  the  States  where  it  exists,  and 
that  any  interference  by  the  inhabitants  of 
other  States  in  regard  to  it,  is  not  only  unau- 
thorized and  intru.sive,  but  faithless  and  dishon- 
orable, as  being  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  sacred  compact  which  binds  us  together  " 
— ^believing  that  the  agitation  now  practised  on 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  whether 
carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining  the 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  .results, 
eitherfrom  a  total  misconception 'of  the  nature 
and  rights  of  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, or,  as  there  is  reason  to  fear  in  some 
instances,  from  hostility  to  our  established  Ee- 
publican  institutions — that  it  tends  to  alienate 
the  friendly  regards  of  different  parts  of  our 
country,  and  introduce  sectional  differences 
and  divisions — ^to  waste  and  consume  the  time 
of  Congress,  and  enormously  to  increase  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  people — that 
it  is  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  slave-holding  States,  but  also,  in 
the  highest  degree,  to  the  integrity  of  the 
Union — that,  if  persisted  in,  it  threatens  to 
involve  the  whole  country  in  the  most  alarming 
evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  discountenanced 
by  every  friend  of  the  Union  and  of  Eepublican 
Government,  I  cannot  but  trust  these  resolu- 
tions will  meet  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  House 

Mr.  A.  then  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  "Wise.  I  ask  the  gentlemen  of  the 
North,  as  the  North  has  been  heard,  that  the 
South  shall  be  heard  also.  These  are  not 
Southern  resolutions,  and  I  repudiate  them  as 
such.     I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  Chair  said  it  was  not  in  order.  ' 

Mr.  OusHiNO  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  on  each  resolution. 

Mr.  Wise.  I  ask  leave  of  this  House  that 
the  South  may  be  heard  upon  this  question. 

The  Ohaih  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
must  he  aware  debate  could  not  be  entertained 
after  the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

Mr.  Wise.  Then  I  ask  that  my  resolution 
may  be  read. 
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The  Chair  said  it  could  only  be  done  hj 
unanimous  consent.  [Cries  of  No !  no !  from 
various  parts  of  the  Hall.] 

Mr.  Wise.  It  is  a  plot  sprung  upon  the 
South. 

Mr.  TiLLiNGHAST  -would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  if,  after  following  up  a 
speech  and  an  argument  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion, he  would  not  withdraw  it  for  at  least  the 
Baine  length  of  time,  for  a  reply,  that  his  argu- 
ment had  consumed.     [Cries  of  Order !  order  1] 

Mr.  Stanly  said,  to  use  the  words  of  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambeeleng)  on 
another  occasion,  he  wanted  to  see  every  man, 
both  North  and  South,  toe  the  mark ;  and 
therefore  he  moved  a  call  of  the  House  ;  which 
was  ordered. 

"When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wise  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and  said,  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  Southern  people  and  Southern 
interests,  I  am  not  here  on  the  subject  of  Abo- 
lition. 

The  call  was  proceeded  in,  and  223  members 
having  responded, 

,  Mr.  Titus  moved  to  dispense  with  its  further 
proceedings. 

So  all  further  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  question  recurring  on 
the  second  for  the  previous  question, 

Mr.  "Wise  again  asked  that  a  resolution  he 
had  drawn  up  as  an  amendment  be  read. 

Mr.  OusHMAH  objected. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules ; 
but  the  Chair  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the 
House,  103  to  102,  and  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Geennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bell  then  rose  and  said  he  would  make 
a  motion,  which  he  hoped  would  be  assented 
to  on  aU  sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  House 
adjourn,  and  to  order  the  resolutions  to  be 
printed  and  laid  on  their  tables  to-morrow, 
wlien  they  would  vote  understandingly  upon 
them. 

The  Chaie  said  the  motion  to  print  would 
require  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  no  gentleman  would  object 
to  a  proposition  that  seemed  to  him  so  reason- 
able. 

Objections  were  made,  however,  in  several 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Bell  then  made  the  motion 
to  adjourn,  on  which  « 

Mr.  CusHMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which,  being  ordered,  were— yeas  102,  nays 
113. 

So  the  House  refusing  to  adjourn,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  ordering  the  main  question  to 
be  put. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  then  raised  the  question 
of  order,  whether,  as  the  116th  rule  of  the 
House  provided  that  no  standing  rule  should 
be  changed  without  one  day's  notice,  and  as 
the  48th  rule  prescribed  the  mode  of  receiving 
Vol.  XUI.— 45 


petitions,  and  the  5th  pending  resolution  pro- 
posed a  change  of  that  rule  so  far  as  a  certain 
class  of  petitions  were  concerned,  one  day's 
notice  should  not  have  been  given. 

The  Ohaie  said,  clearly  not,  and  it  had  been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

Mr.  Peteikeet  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  0.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  said  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  these  res- 
olutions, unless  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  his  views  upon  them.  They 
came  in  a  questionable  shape,  and  he  could  not 
vote  for.  them  without  further  examination. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  be  excused ; 
but  before  the  question  was  propounded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  voted 
against  adjourning  before,  because  he  could  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  previous  question 
would  have  been  sustained,  but  seeing  it  had, 
he  now  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Paekee  called  Tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  108,  nays 
113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  House  also  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  "Wil- 
liams from  voting. 

Mr.  Wise  gave  his  reasons,  in  part,  for  refus- 
ing to  vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions,  but 
he  was  called  to  order  for  travelling  out  of  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  30th  rule.  Mr.  W. 
stated  that  he  should  not  vote. 

Mr.  Stanly  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. 
Jenifee. 

Mr.  Undeewood  moved  the  House  to  exr 
cuse  him,  for  he  could  neither  vote  affirmative- 
ly nor  negatively,  without  placing  himself  in  a 
false  position  ;  but  they  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  198,  nays 
6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coeein, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  December  12. 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolutions  introduced  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Atheeton. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  journal  was  read, 
Mr.  Wise  rose  and  remarked  that  he  did  not 
perceive  entered  on  the  record  the  fact  that  he 
had  refused  to  vote  yesterday,  and  as  he  wanted 
his  constituents  to  see  that  he  had  not  enter- 
tained the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  he  moved  that  the  journal  be  corrected 
accordingly. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  inquired  if  this  motion  would  not  go 
on  the  journal  of  to-day. 

The  Chaie  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  Wise's  object  was  attained  then. 


706 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Deokmbek,  1S38.] 


Abolition  of  Slavery, 


[25tH  Cong. 


The  second  resolution  -vvas  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  and  against  the  remOTal  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions set  on  foot  to  affect  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  the  several  States,  and  thus  indirectly  to  destroy 
that  institution  within  their  limits. 

Mr.  BiDDLE  asked  permission  to  decline  vot- 
ing on  the  second  proposition,  as  "wantonly 
stigmatizing  a  mass  of  men.  Whilst  lie  could 
not  vote  for  it,  he  knew  the  reckless  audacity 
with  which  a  vote  against  it  might  be  nsed  to 
create  a  false  impression.  Mr.  B.  referred  to 
the  stand  ho  had  taken  in  Hs  own  district  on 
this  subject,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  sustained.  His  Van  Buren  opponent  had 
refused  to  answer  the  interrogatories  propound- 
ed. Mr.  B.  thought  that  a  body  of  honorable 
men  ought  not  to  place  liim  in  this  false  light 
for  the  mere  transient  purposes  of  party,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the^elections  at  the  South, 
now  that  those  at  the  North  had  been  got 
through  with  it.  Mr.  B.  was  proceeding  fur- 
ther, but 

The  Ohaie  interposed,  on  the  gronnd  that 
the  gentleman  was  transgressing  the  rules. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Biddle. 

The  question  on  the  second  resolution  was 
then  taken,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  136,  nays 
65. 

"When  the  name  of  Mr.  Vise  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and  said :  I  refuse 
to  vote. 

Mr.  OtrsHiNG  raised  the  question  of  order, 
that  the  gentleman  was  bound  to  vote  unless 
excused,  and  that,  as  the  names  must  be  called 
alphabetically,  the  Clerk  could  not  proceed  to 
the  next  name  and  pass  over  that  of  Mr.  Wise. 

The  Ohaie  said  the  point  had  been  decided 
before ;  the  roll  must  be  proceeded  with,  after 
being  once  commenced. 

Mr.  Gushing  gave  notice  that  he  should  raise 
the  question  again. 

Mr.  Beonson,  who  stated  that  he  was  mo- 
mentarily absent  from  his  seat  when  his  name 
was  called,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in 
the  affirmative  ;  but  leave  was  not  granted. 

As  soon  as  the  roll  was  gone  through,  and 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  OusHma 
again  raised  the  above  question,  but  it  was 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved.  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  whicli  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institu- 
tion in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  an  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 
public  faith  upon  which  they  entered  into  the  Con- 
federacy. 

Mr.  Bomd  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 


tion, so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  the  following 
branch  only : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly. 

The  vote  being  so  taken  resulted  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  173,  nays  30. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  third  resolution 
was  adopted. 

The  second  branch  being  read, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resulted 
also  in  the  affirmative — yeas  164,  nays  40. 

So  the  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the 
fourth  was  taken  up  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the  broad 
principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this 
Confederacy,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
acknowledged  powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  witli  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and 
promoting  the  other. 

Mr.  LijrooLN  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  this  resolution,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on 
the  following  branch : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  rests  on  the 
broad  principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of 
this  Confederacy." 

Such  a  division  being  accordingly  ordered, 
the  vote  thereon  resulted  affirmatively — yeas 
180,  nays  26. 

The  second  branch  of  this  resolution  was  also 
agreed  to — yeas  174,  nays  24. 

[When  Mr.  Kennedv's  name  was  called,  that 
gentleman  said  he  wished  to  inquire,  before  he 
voted,  whether  a  clerical  errror  could  be  first 
corrected  in  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

The  Chair  said  it  could  not. 

Mr.  Kennedy  rejoined  that  he  should  vote 
for  it,  but  he  did  so  protesting  against  its  bad 
grammar.] 

The  fifth  and  last  resolution  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  re- 
moval of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confed- 
eracy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are  in  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the  funda- 
mental principle  on  whicli  the  Union  of  these  States 
rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress ;  and 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition 
or  paper,  touching  or  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforesaid,  or  the  abo- 
lition thereof,  shall*  on  the  presentation  thereof,  with- 
out any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  without  being  debated,  printed,  or  referred. 

Mr.  Kandolph  called  for  a  division  at  the 
word  "  Congress  "  in  the  9th  line ;  which  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wise  then  said,  I  now,  if.it  be  in  order, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  up- 
on all  the  resolutions,  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  with  a  view  of  ofioring  an  amendment  to 
this  proposition,  so  as  to  strike  out  the  words, 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


707 


3d  Sess.] 


Fourth  Instalment  of  Deposit. 


[December,  1838. 


"  witJi  tJi-e  news  aforesaid  ;  "  and  that  gentle- 
men may  not  have  an  excuse  of  apprehending 
a  debate  on  Abolition,  I  pledge  myself  not  to 
say  a  ivord  upon  it.  I  will  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion if  they  will  strike  out  these  words. 

The  Ohaie  could  not  entertain  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Wise.  AVell,  then,  I  will  remark  that 
these  are  the  words  that  sold  the  South. 

The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  was 
adopted— yeas  146,  nays  52. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia, 
•was  called,  that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and 
said, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  in  th'e  affirmative, 
omitting  or  expunging,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes, 
the  words  "  with  the  views  aforesaid."  Con- 
gress has  no  constitutional  power,  for  any 
'■'■mews''''  or  for  any  purposes  whatever  to  in- 
terfere with  the  question.]   . 

Mr.  Potts  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch 
on  the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  Oeaig  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
Tfhich  being  ordered,  were — yeas  85,  nays  129. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Jenifer  inquired  if  the  affirmation  of 
this  last  proposition  would  not  be  identical  with 
a  Yirtual  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  by  the  House  ? 

The  Ohaik  replied  that  that  was  a  question 
which  each  gentleman  must  interpret  for  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  wished  to  be  excused  from 
Toting  upon  this  proposition,  (he  had  voted  for 
all  the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  further,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  propositions  already .  adopted.  Any  vote 
he  could  give  would  be  misconstrued. 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  Ohambees  also  moved  to  be  excused  on 
similar  grounds  to  those  of  Ms  colleague ;  but 
the  House  again  refused. 

The  second  branch  of  the  last  proposition 
"was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beers,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Brodhead, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraff, 
Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairfield, 
Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Eice  Garland,  James 
Gi^am,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
atd,  H\ibley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  C.  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble, 
Kennedy,  Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loomis,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pearoe,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Pickens,  Pratt,  Riley,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Rives,  John 


Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Wagener, 
Webster,  John  White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Jared  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  and  Yell— 126. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Bronson,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Corwiu,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cushiug, 
Darlington,  Davee,  Davies,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddings,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harpe?,  Hastings,  Henry,  William  Herod,  Samuel  Ing- 
ham, Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Parmenter,  Peck,  Potts,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Edward,  Robinson,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall,  Sergeant,  Shetfer,  Slade,  Stratton, 
Tillinghast,  Toland,  Albert  S.  White,  Joseph  L.  Wil- 
liams, Word,  and  Yorke — 73. 

[When  Mr.  Wise's  name  was  called,  that  gen- 
tleman rose  and  said  that,  as  that  proposition 
admits  the  right  of  petition  on  this  subject,  he 
should  refuse  to  vote  upon  it.] 

The  resolutions  being  aU  severally  adopted, 

The  House  adjourned. 


IS  SENATE. 

TnuESDAY  December  13. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  James  Trotter. 

Mr.  Williams  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Fourth  Instahnent  of  Deposit. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
finances,  reported  a  bill  further  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  the 
States,  under  the  act  of  June,  1836;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  should 
like  really  to  see,  if  this  instalment  was  again 
to  be  postponed,  so  contrary  to  what  they  all 
expected  at  the  last  session,  that  it  was  not 
postponed  indefinitely.  He  had  hoped  that 
there  would,  at  least,  have  been  some  prolonga- 
tion of  the  promise  to  the  States,  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  some  time  when  they 
might  reasonably  hope  to  receive  this  money, 
which  they  all  expected,  and  which  many  of 
them  had  made  arrangements  to  appropriate  to 
useful  and  important  purposes.  He  should  like 
to  know  if  one  year's  further  postponement 
would  not  be  sufficient;  and  without  saying 
whether  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  in  any 
event,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  so  amended 
as  to  postpone  the  payment  to  some  day  cer- 
tain, say  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  instead  of 
being  postponed,  as  provided  for  by  the  bill, 
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until  the  further  pleasure  of  Congress  was  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject. 

Mr.  0.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
making  the  postponement  till  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
postponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, though  he  had  not  the  slightest  anticipa- 
tion that  there  would  be  any  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  either  in  this  or  in  the  coming  year. 
The  question  would  then  naturally  occur,  why 
he  gave  such  a  vote.  The  answer  was,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  could  do  no  harm,  and  in  the 
next  place  it  would  have  the  effect  to  check 
this  House  in  its  expenditures.  If  the  expen- 
ditures had  not  been  so  profuse  last  year,  there 
might  then  have  been  a  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment. But  this  and  the  other  House  took  dif- 
ferent views  from  what  he  did,  and  their  ex- 
penditures were  more  profuse  than  they  ever 
had  been  since  he  was  connected  with  the 
Government.  He  had  hoped  at  the  last  session 
that  the  postponement  of  this  instalment  would 
have  had  some  effect  to  check  their  extravagant 
expenditures,  but  though  he  was  disappointed, 
he  would  again  vote  for  the  postponement  with 
the  same  views.  He  would,  however,  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  never  would  consent 
to  vote  a  dollar  for  this  instalment,  which  he 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  debt,  while 
they  had  to  borrow  money.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken  in  regarding 
the  deposit  act  in  the  light  of  a  promise  to  the 
States.  There  was  no  pledge,  no  obligation 
whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  object.  He  re- 
peated again  that  he  would  never  consent  to 
give  his  vote  to  borrow  money  to  pay  that  in- 
stalment. 

Mr.  NiLES  said  he  did  not  purpose  to  enter 
into  an  extended  discussion  of  this  subject,  but 
assertions  had  been  made,  and  principles  ad- 
vanced which  were  of  an  importance  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  is  now,  sir,  for  the  first  time, 
proposed  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of 
a  distribution  among  the  States : — to  raise 
money  from  the  people  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, to  be  distributed  among  the  States  in 
their  corporate  cs,pacity,  to  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  chartered  monopolies.  He  (Mr.  N.)  knew 
this  was  not  intended,  nor  thought  of,  when  the 
deposit  bin  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  The 
object  was  to  get  rid  of  an  enormous  surplus 
which  had  accumulated,  and  was  distributed 
among  ninety  banks,  expanding  our  already 
overgrown  paper  system,  corrupting  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  and  embarrassing  to  public 
and  private  affairs.  On  this  ground  he  voted 
for  that  bill,  as  did  a  majority  of  those  who 
voted  with  him.  But  he  contended  that  the 
object  for  which  the  bill  had  been  passed  was 
accomplished ;  the  surplus  had  been  deposited. 
He  asked  if  it  was  pretended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  now,  or  would  there  be  a  surplus  at 
the  period  proposed  in  the  amendment.    Did 


not  the  gentleman  know  that  by  the  operation 
of  his  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,)  the  bien- 
nial reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports  would 
occur  during  the  coming  year,  thus  lessening, 
by  that  amount,  the  fiscal  resources  of  the 
Government  ?  Under  these  circumstances,  to 
hold  out  the  hope,  as  would  be  done  by  the 
proposed  amendment,  that  the  fourth  instal- 
ment would  be  paid  in  January,  1840,  when 
there  would  be  no  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
would  be  to  sanction  the  idea  that  the  money 
would  be  raised  by  taxation.  This  is  the  es.sen- 
tial  question,  and  the  only  question  before  the 
Senate.  But  it  is  said  that  the  Government 
should  redeem  its  pledge ;  that  the  good  faith 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit.  Sir,  if  it 
is  a  debt  due  by  the  Government  to  the  States, 
it  should  be  discharged.  But,  instead  of  having 
any  just  claim  for_  this  money,  the  States  are 
under  obligations  to  Congress  for  not  reclaiming 
the  three  instalments  already  deposited.  If  it 
was  not  for  the  interposition  of  Congress,  good 
faith  would  have  required  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  recall  the  money  deposited  with 
the  States,  for  the  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  such  were  the  spirit  and  requisitions  of 
the  act.  He,  and  the  friends  who  were  with 
him,  had  supported  the  bill  in  good  faith  as  a 
deposit  act,  not  a  distribution  among  the  States. 
It  was  to  be  a  deposit  of  a  surplus.  This  had 
been  accomplished,  and  the  bill  had  fulfilled  its 
functions.  If  it  was  intended  as  any  more  than 
a  deposit  act — for  a  distribution  of  money 
among  the  States — then  was  our  legislation  a 
fraud  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked  that  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  this  thing  had  been  distinctly  pointed 
out  by  him  when  he  had  the  honor,  in  connec- 
tion with  half  a  dozen  other  gentlemen,  to 
oppose  the  deposit  act.  He  knew  that  it  was 
a  distributten  among  the  States.  He  knew 
that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  system  of 
levying  money  from  the  people,  for  those  who 
would  get  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people. 
He  treated  this  act  then  as  a  distribution,  and 
scouted  the  idea  of  its  being  a  deposit.  He 
knew  there  was  no  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  said  so,  and  that,  in  a  few  years,  we  should 
be  left  without  money.  He  stated  these  facts 
on  this  fioor,  in  such  strong  language,  that  a 
member  came  to  him,  and  begged  him  not  to 
publish  his  remarks.  He  stated  then  that  the 
effect  of  this  act  would  be,  either  to  break  the 
deposit  banks  or  to  compel  them  to  crush  then- 
debtors.  Every  thing  he  then  said  had  been 
verified  to  the  letter.  We  have  seen,  said  Mr. 
B.,  a  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  banks 
of  New  York,  men  of  the  highest  intelligence, 
and  well  versed  in  financial  affairs,  placing  at 
the  head  of  the  reasons  which  compelled  them 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  the  effect  of  this 
distribution  act.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  then  as 
well  as  now,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this  act 
would  be  either  to  compel  these  deposit  hanks 
to   choose   between  stopping  themselves,  or 
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crushing  those  indebted  to  them.  He  knew 
then  that  in  the  short  space  of  two  years  we 
should  be  without  money,  and  it  was  now  seen 
that  he  was  right ;  for  instead  of  calling  back 
from  the  States  any  of  the  money  already  dis- 
tributed to  them,  as  provided  for  in  the  many 
cautious  words  inserted  in  the  act  to  make  it 
appear  like  a  deposit,  the  Government  was 
driven  to  the  expedient  of  raising  money  by  a 
forced  loan,  for  Treasury  notes  were  nothing 
but  a  forced  loan  from  those  to  whom  they 
were  paid.  Instead  of  calling  on  the  States 
for  a  I'eturn  of  a  part  of  this  money  deposited 
with  them,  this  body  was  now  reproached  with 
a  breach  of  faith  to  the  States  for  not  going  on 
to  deposit  the  remainder,  which  was  also  claim- 
ed as  a  debt.  That  which  in  the  first  instance 
was  declared  to  be  a  deposit  only,  and  treated 
on  that  floor  as  a  deposit,  was  now  in  the  same 
place  declared  to  be  a  debt,  and  the  Federal 
Government  was  taunted  with  a.  breach  of 
faith  for  not  paying  it.  Now,  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  motion  under  consideration  ?  It 
was  a  direct  proposition,  to  be  carried  on  here- 
after, of  raising  money  by  indirection  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
the  powerful  and  strong  would  be  arrayed 
against  the  weak.  It  was  a  direct  proposition 
to  commit  this  Government  to  the  system  of 
depositing  money  with  the  States.  The  effect 
would  be,  that  all  that  party  who  are  in  favor 
of  raising  money  of  the  whole  to  divide  among 
the  few,  would  throw  every  vote  to  diminish 
just  and  necessary  appropriations,  and  to  keep 
up  the  taxes.  The  price  of  the  public  lands 
would  be  kept  up  ;  and  by  the  time  the  tariff 
act  shall  have  worked  out  its  object  in  January, 
1840,  there  would  be  enough  interested  to  band 
together  for  the  purpose  of  raising  from  the 
Asiatic  section  of  the  Union,  the  cotton  grow- 
ing States,  a  sufficient  sum  for  distribution. 
Your  cotton  crop,  said  Mr.  B.,  amounting  to 
some  hundred  millions,  will  hold  out  strong 
temptations  to  the  friends  of  this  system  of  dis- 
tribution. Mr.  B.  said  he  had  voted  here  for 
the  last  ten  years  against  this  system  of  collect- 
ing money  for  distribution.  He  opposed  it 
when  it  was  proposed  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Diokeeson,)  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  tariff.  He  opposed  it  with  the 
same  zeal  when  a  subsequent  proposition  was 
made  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  again  when  it  returned  in  the 
insidious  shape  of  a  deposit  act.  In  all  this  he 
found  himself  sustained  by  the  young  State  of 
Missouri ;  for,  young  as  she  was,  and  destitute 
of  resources,  she  despised  the  whole  policy  of 
distribution.  Both  branches  of  her  Legislature 
adopted  a  resolution  condemning  the  whole 
thing,  and  instructing  her  Senators  and  Eepre- 
sentatives  to  oppose  it  forever.  In  obedience 
then  to  her  instructions,  as  well  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  his  own  jndgment,  he 
solemnly  protested  against  the  odious  principle. 
It  was  two  hundred  years  since  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Burleigh  put  into  the  mouth  of  Queen 


Elizabeth  the  noble  sentiment,  that  the  best 
treasury  of  a  Government  was  'the  pockets  of 
the  people.  This  sentiment  was,  even  at  that 
time,  received  with  rapture  by  a  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  it  was  stiU  older  than  the  time  of 
Chancellor  Burleigh,  for  it  was  that  prince  of 
orators  and  statesmen  in  the  Eepublio  of 
Athens,  (Demosthenes,)  when  a  vile  scheme 
was  proposed  to  raise  money  for  a  similar  ob- 
ject, who  indignantly  trampled  the  whole  un- 
der foot,  and  then  uttered  the  memorable  senti- 
ment that  has  since  been  so  often  quoted.  The 
author  said,  "  No !  Leave  this  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  "When  the  country 
needs  it  for  her  defence,  call  for  it,  and  the 
people  win  cheerfully  give  it."  These,  said 
Mr.  B.,  are  my  sentiments.  A  proposition  was 
made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  commit  the 
Senate  to  this  system  of  distribution ;  and  it 
has  been  said  on  that  floor  that  ho  harm  could 
ensue  from  it.  It  was  like  the  old  woman's 
medicine  of  milk  and  water :  if  it  did  no  good, 
it  could  do  no  harm.  Such  language  did  not 
belong  to  statesmen,  nor  to  the  elevated  thea- 
tre of  an  American  Senate.  The  whole  propo- 
sition was  wrong,  to  hold  out  to  the  American 
people  a  scheme  for  future  distribution,  which, 
it  was  evident,  could  not  be  carried  into  effect, 
without  resorting  to  taxation.  What  prospect 
was  there,  he  would  ask,  of  its  being  realized  ? 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  would  be  found  that  so  far 
from  there  being  any  surplus  to  divide,  the 
reverse  was  the  case ;  that  there  was  a  falling 
off  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  land  sales, 
and  a  falling  off  of  that  derived  from  the  tariff; 
and  the  prospect  was  that  by  the  year  1840, 
there  wdbld  be  a  stUl  greater  diminution.  At 
this  very  time  we  were  hardly  able  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
though  we  had  been  forced  to  the  raising  of 
money  by  extraordinary  means,  such  as  selling 
bonds,  and  issuing  Treasury  notes  which  were 
nothing  more  than  forced  loans,  yet  we  had 
been  called  on  for  this  fourth  instalment,  and 
charged  with  breach  of  faith  for  not  making  it. 
Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  under  such  circumstances, 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  principle  of  raising 
money  for  distribution,)  are  we  to  excite  ex- 
pectations in  the  States,  that  this  Government 
is  to  raise  eight  or  nine  millions  by  taxation,  to 
be  divided  among  them?  The  effect  of  the 
vote  taken  on  this  proposition,  if  unhappily  it 
should  be  carried,  would  be  to  make  such  States 
as  were  willing  to  accept  this  money,  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  pledge  that  this  nine  miUions  was 
turned  over  to  them  ;  and  being  so,  it  would 
become  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Government 
'to  provide  the  surplus,  by  arresting  necessary 
appropriations,  by  raising  new  taxes,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  by  a  resort  to  the 
old  tariff;  and  when  this  much  was  done,  then 
all  was  done  that  was  wanted.  The  example 
would  be  set  which  would  be  follo\ved  up,  of 
raising  money  from  the  weaker  portions  of  the 
Union  to  divide  among  the  stronger  and  more 
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populous  parts  of  it.  Our  revenues  were  de- 
rived principally  from  the  weaker  parts  of  the 
TJmon — from  cotton,  which,  being  carried  to 
Europe,  the  proceeds  are  brought  back  in  mer- 
chandise which  pays  duties.  The  agriculture 
of  the  West  also  contributes  its  share  in  the 
same  way.  Then,  said  Mr.  B.,  adopt  this  prop- 
osition— only  establish  the  principle — and  the 
South  and  "West  must  prepare  themselves  in 
future  for  a  heavy  course  of  taxation,  until  the 
falsity  and  enormity  of  the  system  shall  eventu- 
ally prostrate  it.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed 
to  a  postponement  to  the  next  year,  or  to  the 
year  after  that.  He  was  for  a  postponement  not 
only  indefinitely,  but  in  the  strongest  and 
clearest  language  that  could  be  used.  He  was 
for  an  eternal,  perpetual,  and  everlasting  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Peeston  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  in  the  impropriety  of  holding 
out  the  idea  that  this  instalment  would  be  paid 
in  18i0.  He  did  not  think  it  proper  that  the 
Senate  should  take  such  a  course  as  would  hold 
out  a  fallacious  hope,  to  deceive  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  accord- 
ance with  these  sentiments,  he  thought  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  repeal  at  once  the 
first  section  of  the  deposit  act,  and  if  any  Sen- 
ator would  make  such  a  motion  he  would  sup- 
port it.  He  concurred  in  the  sentiment,  that 
the  raising  of  money  for  distribution  was  un- 
constitutional, and  admitted  that  he  was  mis- 
taken in  the  operations  of  the  deposit  act. 
There  was  a  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the 
law,  from  the  frightful  surplus  we  had  accumu- 
lated. But,  sir,  our  part  of  the  law  has  been 
completed ;  the  surplus  has  been  distributed, 
and  the  Treasury  is  compelled  to  anlmconsti- 
tntional  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sustain  itself. 
We  have  appealed  to  the  vigilance  of  the  States, 
and  how  have  they  responded?  Instead  of 
vigilance  and  economy,  the  States  have  gone 
on  in  schemes  of  unparalleled  extravagance. 
Why  appeal  longer  to  the  vigilance  of  the  States 
to  control  us  in  our  expenditures  ?  He  thought 
if  he  had  known  that,  instead  of  reclaiming  the 
money  deposited  with  the  States,  when  the 
Treasury  was  exhausted,  the  Secretary  would 
have  borrowed  money  by  a  forced  loan,  he 
would  have  opposed,  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  the  passage  of  this  law.  He  thought 
that  it  had  been  mischievous  in  its  operations 
in  some  respects,  and  accelerated  the  fiscal 
calamities  under  which  we  have  so  lately  suf- 
fered. But  it  was  not  the  sole  cause.  There 
was  an  antagonist  system  for  getting  rid  of  the 
surplus  by  enormous  appropriations  for  extrav- 
agant and  useless  objects  ;  and  though  our 
system  prevailed,  we  increased  our  expendi- 
tures, even  after  our  surplus  was  deposited 
with  the  States.  We  had  bounded  rapidly 
from  a  surplus  of  sixty  millions  and  an  appro- 
priation of  forty  millions,  to  an  insolvent 
Treasury.  But  the  deposit  act  had  failed  in 
the  great  object  proposed  by  its  enactment, 
and,  having  faUed,  is  it  correct  to  continue  it 


upon  the  statute  book  ?  Is  there  any  proba- 
bility of  any  portion  of  the  money  being  here- 
after reclaimed  from  the  States :  why  then 
continue  it  ?  He  had  acted  in  good  faith  when 
voting  for  that  bill :  he  had  voted  for  it  as  a 
deposit  act ;  a  deposit  which  would  be  called 
for,  and  ought  to  be  called  for  when  needed  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government.  He  was  de- 
ceived. He  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  that  the  act  had  a  squinting  towards 
raising  a  revenue  for  distribution,  and  on  that 
ground  was  for  obliterating  it. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  he  was  about  to  rise  to  oifer  a 
similar  one,  when  he  was  anticipated  by  his 
friend  from  Kentucky.  His  object  having  thus 
been  accomplished,  he  designed  to  sit  still  and 
give  a  silent  vote  on  the  question ;  but  some 
gentlemen  had  seen  fit  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  deposit  act,  which  they  pleased  to  term  a 
distribution  bUl.  He  had  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  whenever  gentlemen  thought 
proper  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  bill,  he 
would  not  sit  still  a  silent  listener.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  passage  of  that  act,  be- 
lieving that  he  was  right  then,  and  he  believed 
so  now.  Gentlemen  talked  of  a  deception 
when  that  bill  was  passed.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
there  was  no  deception  and  no  misconception. 
The  matter  was  perfectly  understood,  and  this 
body  put  the  bill  in  a  shape  to  obviate  all  difB- 
culties.  The  bill  as  it  was  originally  introduced 
was  not  a  distribution  act,  but  one  for  a  mere 
deposit  with  the  States.  But  gentlemen  say 
that  the  effect  of  it  was  a  distribution.  Why, 
General  Jackson  himself  recommended  an  ab- 
solute distribution  three  times  over!  Twice 
in  his  annual  Messages,  and  again  in  his  veto 
Message  on  the  land  bill ;  and  when  he  heard 
that  objections  had  been  raised  in  Congress  as 
to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  .measure,  he 
recommended  that  the  constitution  should  be 
so  amended  as  to  remove  any  doubts  on  the 
subject.  At  that  time  no  objections  were  heard 
from  his  friends ;  no,  sir,  it  was  their  party 
doctrine ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  that  we 
had  a  surplus  revenue  far  beyond  what  had 
been  anticipated,  and  the  proposition  was 
made,  not  for  an  absolute  distribution,  but  for 
a  deposit  with  the  States,  the  whole  matter 
was  changed — the  President  changed  his  opin- 
ions, and  his  friends  changed  theirs.  That  bill, 
however,  passed  the  Senate,  with  only  six  dis- 
senting voices.  How  was  it,  Mr.  T.  asked,  that 
it  had  been  received  with  so  much  dissatisfac- 
tion in  different  parts  of  the  country  ?  It  was 
because  it  had  offended  a  party.  The  official 
organ  here  denounced  it,  and  denounced  every 
man  who  voted  for  it — though  every  member 
of  that  body  but  six  voted  for  it,  and  it  was  the 
very  measure  previously  recommended  by  the 
President.  Now,  how  did  that  bill  pass? 
When  gentlemen  talked  about  giving  money  to 
the  States,  let  us  look  and  see  how  it  was. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  adopted  an  amendment,  by 
which  this  money  was  kept  within  the  control 
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of  Congress.  It  was  provided  tliat  it  should 
be  distributed  among  the  States  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation,  who  should  give  their  cer- 
tificates for  the  amounts  received  by  them,  and 
that  whenever  it  should  be  wanted  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  should  sell  the  certificates  in  the 
market,  which  should,  from  the  time  of  sale, 
bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  That  amend- 
ment placed  the  money  entirely  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government ;  it  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  States,  who  could  nse  it  for  valu- 
able objects,  without  interest,  until  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  it.  The  State  of  New  Yorl^for 
instance,  invested  her  quota  in  her  s#ool 
fund,  which  was  laying  a  firmer  foundation  for 
national  defence  than  if  it  had  been  expended 
ia  brick  and  mortar  in  a  new  system  of  fortifi- 
cations, as  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  wanted 
to  expend  it ;  and  if  this  system  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out,  it  must  in  the  end  have 
bankrupted  the  Treasury,  for  these  fortifications 
would  either  have  gone  into  dilapidation,  or 
they  must  have  appropriated  millions  annually 
to  keep  them  up.  Had  the  deposit  act  passed 
both  Houses  as  it  passed  here,  there  never 
would  have  been  a  necessity  to  call  on  the 
States  for  this  money,  or  to  issue  Treasury 
notes.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
have  had  the  power  to  sell  these  Sertificates  in 
the  market,  which  would  have  been  a  good 
financial  operation,  and  the  money  could  have 
been  obtained  for  the  wants  of  the  Government 
without  putting  the  States  to  the  slightest  in- 
convenience. The  bill,  however,  was  amended 
ia  the  other  HouSe  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
President,  and  by  that  amendment  this  invalu- 
able feature  was  stricken  out,  and  in  lieu  of  it, 
it  was  provided  that  the  Secretary  might  draw 
on  the  States  for  small  instalments,  by  giving  a 
short  previous  notice.  Why,  then,  did  not  the 
Secretary  draw  for  this  money  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act?  Perhaps  he 
thought  the  notice  was  too  long,  and  the  instal- 
meats  too  small,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  care 
to  incur  the  responsibility  of  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  this  view  of  the  case,  was 
it  right  for  gentlemen  to  complain  of  this  act 
as  a  distribution  J  Why,  there  was  no  such 
principle  advocated  or  adopted  here._  The 
principle  contended  for  was  a  deposit  with  the 
States,  where  the  Government  could  command 
it  when  wanted.  Had  the  measure  been  car- 
ried out  as  advocated  and  adopted  in  the  Sen- 
ate, we  should  have  had  no  difiicnlties,  and  the 
States  would  not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a 
call  for  money  which  they  had  laid  out  in  use- 
ful objects.  Gentlemen  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  about  to  be  committed  to  the  system 
of  distribution  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
This  was  not  so.  The  Government  would  be 
no  more  committed  than  it  was  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  the  same  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment  was  made  in  the  terms  now 
proposed.  There  would  be  no  committal  at  all ; 
and  he  was  for  having  the  postponement  placed 


in  the  situation  which  this  amendment  contem- 
plated, so  that  it  should  require  the  action  of 
Congress  to  postpone  it  again ;  and,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus,  it  would  not  he  in  the 
power  of  one  House,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  prevent  its  being  paid  over  to  the 
States.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  committing 
the  Government,  they  were  committed  already. 
They  say  (continued  Mr.  T.)  that  we  are  to 
have  no  more  surpluses.  That  might  be  so ;  but 
in  some  of  the  elections  lately  held  in  his  State, 
he  heard  it  argued  that  in  case  we  had  another 
surplus  we  ought  to  have  a  sub-Treasury,  in 
order  that  the  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
their  issues  on.  He,  for  one,  would  not  consent 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pay 
this  fourth  instalment,  if  both  Houses  thought 
it  right  to  do  so ;  nor  would  he  agree  to  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  veto  to  prevent 
the  States  irom  receiving  this  money. 

Mr.  Rives  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show 
that  the  proposition  before  the  Senate  was  very 
different  from  the  deposit  act;  he  could  not  see 
the  difference.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  the, Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ben- 
tost,)  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Whioht,)  had  taken  on  this  question ;  they  had 
opposed  it  from  the  first,  and  were  consistent 
on  this  point.  But  for  his  own  part,  whatever 
might  be  the  course  of  others  who  had  support- 
ed the  bill,  he  would  never  do  any  thing  that 
would  look  like  a  condemnation — an  ex  post 
facto  condemnation — of  that  act  of  high  legis- 
lation. He  thought  that  there  never  had  an'act 
of  more  beneficial  influence  emanated  from 
Congressional  legislation.  He  was  not  prepar- 
ed to  say  that  the  fourth  instalment  would  not 
be  paid.  He  thought  there  was  a  greater  prob- 
ability of  its  being  paid  than  at  the  last  session, 
when  a  measure  similar  to  the  one  proposed 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  voting  for  it,  he 
did  not  consider  that  we  were  pledged  to  pay 
the  instalment  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
amendment :  his  idea  was  that  it  should  be 
paid  whenever  the  Government  was  in  funds. 
He  thought  that  so  long  as  this  idea  of  a  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  deposit — for  it 
was  strictly  a  deposit — was  held  up,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  not  require  extravagant  appro- 
priations, because  they  will  not  furnish  means 
to  enlarge  Executive  power,  or  promote  Ex- 
ecutive views.  He  said  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report  on  the  finances, 
had  been  reading  a  lecture  to  Congress  on 
bringing  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government ;  but  the  responsibility  of  extrav- 
agant expenditures  must  be  shared  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive with  Congress.  He  deemed  it  a  con- 
sideration of  public  morality  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  deposit  rather  than  obliterate 
the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Beowk  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, already  so  amply  debated,  whether  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States, 
under  the  deposit  act  of  1836,  should  be  post- 
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poned,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or 
whether  the  amendment  offered  to  it  should  be 
adopted.  One  or  two  other  questions  of  great 
importance,  connected  with  our  financial  affairs, 
had  been  touched  on,  and  it  was  his  purpose  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  them. 

He  would  take  leave  to  correct  a  very  gross 
error  which  had  been  fallen  into  by  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  in 
which  the  advocacy  of  the  principle  of  distri- 
bution among  the  several  States  had  been  at- 
tributed to  President  Jackson  in  some  of  hia 
early  messages  to  Congress.  So  far  from  hav- 
ing sanctioned  it,  he  had  expressly  questioned 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to 
raise  money  for  any  such  object.  He  recom- 
mended it  under  two  contingencies :  first,  if 
there  should  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  ac- 
cumulation of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury, 
as  one  of  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  it ;  second- 
ly, if  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  should 
be  first  procured  authorizing  it.  Nor  was  it 
recommended,  subject  even  to  these  two  con- 
tingencies alone,  without,  at  that  time,  there 
should  be  a  failure  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
bring  down  the  revenue  to  a  proper  standard 
of  expenditure,  which  -was  strongly  enjoined  by 
him  in  several  of  his  annual  messages,  and,  as 
he  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  measures  of  his  administration. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat)  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  economy  alleged  to  have  been  practised  in 
the '  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  contrast  to"  the  disadvantage 
of  his  successors.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
the  tariff  act  of  1828,  one  of  the  most  outra- 
geous acts  of  oppression  ever  practised  on  a  free 
people,  and  which  extorted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  the  means  of  extravagance,  and 
consequently  created  an  uncontrollable  necessity 
to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was  one  of  the 
fruits  of  that  most  just  and  economical  Admin- 
istration. It  will  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
magnificent  and  unconstitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have 
effected  them,  would  have  required  miUions 
more  of  taxes,  were,  for  the  first  timia  in  this 
country,  hatched  under  that  Administration. 
The  basis  of  a  mighty  system  of  internal  im- 
provement was  laid  by  it,  by  innumerable  sur- 
veys for  railroads  and  canals,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  innuinerable  plans.  "Who,  there- 
fore, in  all  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this 
Government  ?  Undoubtedly  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  by  whose  act,  and  by  whose 
sanction,  this  enormous  amount  of  money  was 
raised,  which  the  Government  was  compelled 
to  get  rid  of  in  some  way.  Is  it  now  to  be  said 
that  the  political  party  who  mainly  contributed 
to  that  disastrous  state  of  things,  and  whose 
efforts  to  run  the  Government  expenditures  up 
to  their  highest  point,  and  whose  progress  tow- 


ards that  favorite  result  in  their  policy,  was 
powerfully  restrained  by  the  constitutional  neg- 
ative of  the  late  President,  are  the  economical 
party  ?  This  cannot  be  done  until  the  voice  of 
truth  is  silenced,  and  the  public  documents  for- 
gotten. At  the  session  of  Congress  in  1831, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  re- 
port on  the  finances,  carrying  out  the  principle 
assumed  by  President  Jackson,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  Government  should  be  brought  down  to 
a  proper  standard  of  expenditure,  after  present- 
ing a  variety  of  views  in  support  of  that  prop- 
osition, comes  to  the  conclusion  that  "  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  fifteen  miUions  will  be  fuHy 
ade^ate." 

By  this  measure,  proposed  as  an  administra- 
tion measure,  and  mewed  as  an  administration 
measure  at  the  time,  and  for  which  it  was  se- 
verely denounced  by  many  of  the  modern  econ- 
omists, the  administration  of  President  Jackson 
attempted  an  annual  reduction  of  about  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  as  the  revenue  then  accruing 
under  the  measure  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Adams, 
amounted  to  at  least  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  and  often  afterwards  exceeded  that 
amount.  Where  then  were  the  lecturers  on 
economy  ?  Opposed  to  the  reduction,  and  in 
favor  of  keeping  up  the  enormous  income  of 
the  Government !  At  the  head  of  that  party 
stood  the  Sefiator  from  Kentucky,  combating 
for  his  favorite  system.  If  it  could  then  have 
been  reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  then  prevailed,  the  country  would  not 
only  have  been  relieved  from  an  oppressive 
burden,  but  the  means  for  extravagance  would 
have  been  withheld,  and  the  Government  ex- 
penditures, as  a  matter  of  course,  kept  in  their 
true  limits.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  those  to 
complain  who  are  the  true  authors  of  the  evils, 
which  were  inevitable  from  their  own  course 
of  action. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pees- 
ton)  has  also,  said  Mr.  B.,  favored  us  with  a 
lecture  on  economy.  Mr.  B;  expressed  his 
solemn  conviction,  that  if  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  journals  of  the  two  branches  of  Congress 
were  examined  for  the  last  nine  years,  the  po- 
litical party  with  whom  that  gentleman  is  now 
associated,  as  a  body,  would  be  found  to  be  the 
perpetrators  of  the  offence  which  he  now  de- 
nounces. He  would  cite  a  very  few  examples 
as  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 
On  the  question  of  passing  the  biU  giving  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  indemnifying  certain 
merchants  for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  1801,  and  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  without  the  shadow  of  claim  on  the  justice 
of  Congress,  the  vote  by  which  it  passed  tho 
Senate  was  almost  entirely  given  by  the  polit- 
ical party  opposed  to  the  Administration,  while 
only  two  or  three  Senators  friendly  to  the  Ad- 
ministration voted  for  it.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives fortunately  arrested  it.  At  the 
last  session,  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress, 
an  additional  sum  of  two  millions,  beyond  that 
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given  in  the  treaty,  was  proposed  to  be  voted  to 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  a  gentleman  in  Op- 
position. 

Nor  was  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
now  so  strongly  smitten  with  a  passionate  love 
of  economy,  altogether  free  from  the  sin  which 
he  rebukes.  Some  two  sessions  since,  if  he  did 
not  err  in  his  recollection,  that  gentleman  pro- 
posed an  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
for  purchasing  a  collection  of  old  paintings, 
supposed  by  better  connoisseurs  than  himself 
to  have  come  to  this  country  from  Europe,  on 
a  voyage  of  discovery  for  a  better  market, 
where  they,  in  all  probability,  were  a  kind  of 
refuse  among  those  skilled  in  the  fine  arts. 
The  same  gentleman,  he  believed,  also  moved 
an  appropriation  of  a  large  sum  to  purchase  the 
library  of  the  Italian  Count  Bourtillini ;  and, 
indeed,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's 
votes  in  regard  to  such  objects,  and  in  regard 
to  the  numerous  claims  presented  at  every  ses- 
sion to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  he 
thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  an  appeal 
to  his  feelings  which  would  not  meet  with  suc- 
cess from  the  magnificence  and  profusion  of  his 
generosity.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that 
those  who  had  been  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves,  were  now  not  very  candidly  endeav- 
oring to  impute  the  offence  to  others.  He 
could  not,  so  far  as  these  repeated  imputations 
of  extravagance  tended  to  identify  him  with 
them,  hear  them  with  patience  or  composure. 
He  had,  for  the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted 
against  appropriations  for  objects  of  internal 
improvement.  He  had  almost  in  every  in- 
stance, if  not  in  every  one,  voted  against  har- 
bor bills,  which  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
items  of  expense,  because  they  had  almost  in- 
variably contained  some  appropriations  that 
he  believed  unconstitutional.  He  had  voted 
against  the  act  in  1832,  by  which  the  militia  of 
the  Revolution  were  pensioned,  which  had  run 
the  item  of  pensions  up  to  a  sum  of  more  than 
four  millions  annually,  and  which  was  at  that 
time,  viewed  by  him  as  one  of  the  means  by 
■which  the  tariff  party  sought  to  keep  up  a  high 
tariff,  by  increasing  expenditure.  Yet  many 
of  the.  individuals  who  voted  for  that  most  ex- 
travagant measure,  now  talk  about  an  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures,  as  if  tJiey  themselves 
had  not  been  the  chief  agents  of  doing  it !  He 
had  not  only  voted  against  extravagant  expen- 
ditures, but  he  had  made  it  a  cardinal  rule  of 
Ills  action  to  vote  against  creating  any  addition 
to  the  number  of  oflicers  under  the  Federal 
Government,  unless  indispensable  to  the  execu- 
tion of  some  new  law,  required,  as  he  thought, 
by  the  good  of  the  country. 

He  was  gratified  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  of 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  _  It 
had  uniformly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  situ- 
ation of  his  public  life.  He  hoped  that  they 
would,  in  good  faith,  unite  in  'carrying  it  out 
into  practice,  and  not  "  keep  the  promise  to 
the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope." 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  his  remarks 


of  to-day,  repudiates  the  doctrine  attributed  to 
him  by  gentlemen  in  debate,  of  wishing  to  raise 
money  for  purposes  other  than  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  but  at  the  same  time  again 
enforces  upon  our  attention  the  merits  of  his 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States.  What  is  this  but  substantially 
a  proposition  to  increase  the  tariff?  It  is  now 
very  clear,  under  the  operation  of  the  gradual 
decrease  of  the  duties,  that  the  money  accruing 
from  aU  sources,  the  public  lands  included,  will 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  a  reason- 
able system  of  public  expenditure,  under  the 
General  Government.  It  therefore  follows,  as 
a  most  undeniable  and  conclusive  consequence, 
if  the  money  arising  from  the  public  lands  is 
taken  from  the  public  Treasury  and  given  to 
the  States,  that  just  so  much  more  must  be 
raised  from  the  people  of  the  States  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  which  can  be  done  only  in  one 
of  two  ways,  either  by  a  system  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, or  an  increase  of  the  tariff.  The  bill  of 
the  Senator,  therefore,  is  emphatically  a  tariff 
measure  in  its  end  and  effect.  It  should  be  en- 
titled "  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,  to  raise  the  duties  on.  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  &c.  The  South  never  can 
consent  to  revive  a  system,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  which  had  annihilated  her  prosper- 
ity for  years,  and  converted  her  planters  into 
mere  stewards  of  their  own  estates  for  the  ben- 
efit of  others — a  system,  the  ruin  of  which,  to 
her  best  interests,  is  most  palpably  demonstrat- 
ed, from  the  fact  that,  in  proportion  as  it  goes 
down,  her  prosperity  is  rapidly  recovering. 
He  repeated,  that  the  South  never  could  con- 
sent to  see  it  revived,  openly  or  otherwise,  un- 
less she  was  prepared  for  self-destruction  and 
self-immolation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peeston  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  ■REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thtjesdat,  December  13. 
Futility  of  Constitutional  Resolutions. 
Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  being  con- 
ferred by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  no 
resolution  of  this  House  can  add -to  or  deduct  from 
them. 

Abolition  of  Slavery. 

Mr.  Wise  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  as  propositions  containing 
his  sentiments,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  sentiments  of  the  whole  South : 

1.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  abol- 
ish slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States ;  whether  mich  power  in 
the  said  District  or  Territories  be  exerdxed  "  as  a 
means,  or  with  the  view,  of  disturbing  and  overthrow- 
ing  slavery  in  tlie  States  "  or  not. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to 
abolish  the  slave-trade,  or  prohibit  the  removal  of 
slaves  between  the  States,  or  between  the  States 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Congress  cannot  receive  or 
consider  petitions  for  the  exercise  of  any  powers 
whatever  over  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  Con- 
gress does  not  possess. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  laws  of  Congress  alone  gov- 
ern in  prescribing  and  regulating  the  mode  and 
manner  in  which  fugitive  slaves  shall  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  their  rights  to  freedom  held  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  District  of  Columbia  and  Terri- 
tories, and  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  they 
shall  be  restored  or  delivered  to  their  owners  in  the 
slave  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 
pose upon  any  State  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  its 
limits,  as  a  condition  of  admission  into  this  TJnion. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding 
States  of  this  Union  have  the  constitutional  right 
■voluntarily  to  take  their  slaves  to  or  through  a  non- 
sl^veholding  State,  and  to  sojourn  or  remain  tem- 
porarily with  such  slaves  in  the  same,  and  the  slaves 
are  not  thereby  ipso  facto  emancipated ;  and  the 
General  Government  is  constitutionally  bound  to 
protect  the  rights  of  slaveholding  States ;  and  that 
laws  of  non-slaveholding  States  in  conflict  with  the 
laws  of  Congress  providing  for  such  protection,  are 
null  and  void. 

Mr.  Calhoon,  of  Eentvtcky,  asked  tlie  gentle- 
man to  accept  some  he  held  in  his  hand  aa  a 
roodification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Wise  hoped  his  friend  would  not  embar- 
rass him.  He  had  consulted  one  of  his  col- 
leagues ;  and,  in  asking  leave  to  introduce  these 
propositions,  he  would  not  only  pledge  himself 
not  to  debate  them,  hut  he  would  move,  what 
he  deprecated,  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EivES  inquired  if  they  did  not  fall  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  last  resolution  adopted  yes- 
terday ?  (ordering  all  papers  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  to  he  laid  on  the  table.) 

The  Chaie  replied  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  yet  before  the  House,  the  motion  being  for 
leave  to  introduce  them. 

Several  members  said,  "  object  to  them.'' 

Mr.  Rives  did  so,  and  Mr.  "Wise  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  calling  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas  113, 
nays  96. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  there  not  being  two-thirds  .voting  for 
the  motion. 

Mr.SiADE  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following : 

"Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  other  ports 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
laws  thereof,  a  trade  in  human  beings,  whereby 
thousands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and  transport- 
ed from  said  District  to  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, in  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and  whereas,  such  trade  involves  an  out- 
rageous violation  of  .human  rights,  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned,  and 
calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of  legislative 
authority  for  its  suppression :  therefore,  to  the  end 


that  all  obstacles  to  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  for  the  evil 
speedily  provided. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  this 
House  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  the  present  month, 
as  relates  to  the  "  removal  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State,"  and  prohibits  the  action  of  this  House  on 
"  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  proposition, 
or  paper  touching  "  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  is  re- 
scinded. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays ;  which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas 
55,  nays  157. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspendthe  rules. 

Election  of  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gebnijbll, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the 
order  of  Monday,  for  the  election  of  a  Chaplain 
on  its  part,  when  the  Eev.  Mr.  Ebesk  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  17. 
Fourth  Instalment. 

The  hill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  deposit  act  was  taken  up  as  the  order  of 
the  day ;  when 

Mr.  Peeston  said  his  object  in  rising,  when 
this  subject  was  last  before  the  Senate,  was  to 
refute  and  correct  a  misrepresentation  respect- 
ing his  position  in  regard  to  it.    He  had  given 
his  support  originally  to  the  measure,  hut  it 
was  as  a  deposit  bill,  not  as  one  for  distribution. 
Although  aware  of  the  necessity  of  getting  rid 
of  the  accumulated  surplus,  had  he  known  its 
practical  effect,  he  could  not,  except  as  an  ex- 
treme necessity,  have  voted  for  it.     What  he 
had  said  the  other  day  was  applicable  to  the 
bill  as  it  was  practically  and  in  eifeot — a  bill 
for  distribution  instead  of  deposit.    As  a  de- 
posit act,  it  provided  that  the  Secretai-y  of  the 
Treasury  might  reclaim  the  moneys  fi-om  the 
States  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment rendered  it  necessary;  but  at  a  subse- 
quent session  it  was  so  amended,  at  the  instance 
of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Buchanan,)  as  to  take  this  discretion  from 
the  Secretary.     Wheq.  it  was  proposed  to  create 
a  national  debt,  he  was  willing  to  have  moved 
for  the  recall  of  this  money.    The  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eives)  said  that  to 
have  recalled  it  at  the  last  session,  during  the 
fiscal  embarrassments,  would  have  been  ruin- 
ous to  the  States,  and  that  nothing  but  a  for- 
eign war  would  he  a  justifiable  cause  for  so 
doing ;  but  I  think  that  the  States  could,  by 
their  credit,  have  easily  raised  means  to  pay 
off  this  debt.     Under  that  state  of  affairs,  Con- 
gress decided  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  in 
preference  to  reclaiming  the  deposit  with  the 
States.     One  great  benefit  expected  from  the 
operation  of  this  act  was,  that  whenever  the 
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Government  was  disposed  to  a  prodigality  of 
expenditure,  tlie  States  would  be  induced  to 
interpose  and  arrest  the  evil.  Did  they  do  so  ? 
It  was  expected  that  whenever  the  wants  of 
the  Government  required  more  than  their  im- 
mediate means,  these  deposits  would  be  a  source 
for  us  to  draw  on  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
Did  we  do  so  ?  No,  sir ;  we  have  a  national 
debt  existing,  on  which  we  are  paying  interest, 
while  the  money  is  still  in  deposit  with  the 
States.  Congress  has,  by  its  legislation,  declar- 
ed its  most  unequivocal  condemnation  of  the 
deposit  act.  I.  do  not  reprobate  the  biU  as 
passed,  but  think  that,  as  no  human  being  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  this  money  will  be  ever 
paid,  the  most  honest  plan  will  be  to  strike  it 
from  the  statute  book  altogether. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
amendment  to  postpone  the  instalment  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1840,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Rivers,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indi- 
ana, Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  Tipton — 17. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston, 
lioane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
■ffalker,  Wall,  WilUams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Wright,  and  Young — 26. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thuesdat,  December  20. 
Anti-Slmery  and  Anti-Texas  Annexation  Peti- 
tiona;  and  Peliticms  for  Diplomatic  Inter- 
course toith  Hayti. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  a  large  number  of  pe- 
titions from  various  States,  (including  one  or 
two  from  Ohio  county,  Virginia,')  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  of  any  new 
slaveholding  State,  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  for  international  relations  with  Hayti, 
&o.  The  Abolition  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table  under  Mr.  Atheeton's  resolution,  and  the 
others  were  disposed  of  as  stated  above. 

Mr.  Gushing,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of 
economizing  the  time  of  the  House,  would  pre- 
sent, to-day,  but  onl  of  the  many  Abolition 
petitions  intrusted  to  his  charge,  and  would 
postpone  the  others  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  0.  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolution  ordering  those  peti- 
tions on  the  table,  to  be  unconstitutional,  to 
protest  against  it,  and  asked  that  his  protest 
might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
The  Chaie  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order. 


"Wednesday,  December  26. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  John  Fairfield  a  member  from  the 


State  of  Maine,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  present 
Congress ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Speaker  direct- 
ed to  notify  the  Executive  of  Maine  of  the 
fact. 


m  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  31. 
Financial  Policy. 
Mr.  Allen  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  lay  over : 

Resolved,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at 
the  origin  of  this  Government  by  the  first  acts  of  its 
legislation,  and  esjfecially  by  the  30th  section  of  the 
"Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties,  &c.,"  ap- 
proved by  President  Washington  July  31st,  1789, 
and  by  the  4th  section  of  the  "  Act  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department,  &o.,"  approved  by  President 
Washington  September  2d,  1789,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  plain  and  frugal  genius  of  a  Repub- 
lic, and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

Resolved,  That  that  policy  has,  by  a  long  series 
of  subsequent  acts,  been  departed  from,  and  ought 
to  be  restored  in  the  future  administration  of  the 
Government.     And,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Government  ought  to  coUect 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  its  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Government,  to  indi- 
viduals or  to  corporations. 

Resolved,  That  the  taxes  so  paid  by  the  people, 
ought  not  to  be  placed  by  the  Government  in  the 
custody  of  agents,  who  are  not  made  by  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  responsible  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  those  legal  provisions  by  which 
the  Government  was  originally  required,  in  the  trans- 
action of  its  own  affairs,  to  receive  and  to  tender, 
in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is 
made  a  legal  tender  by  the  constitution,  ought  to  be 
revived,  with  those  modifications  only,  as  to  time 
and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  present  condition 
of  the  country. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  December  31. 
British  outrage  at  Schlosser,  on  tlie  Caroline. 
Mr.  OnsHiNa  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate  to  this 
House — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil 
authorities  of  either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violations  of  neutrality  on  the  part, 
whether  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  each. 

2.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Executive,  if  any,  regarding  citizens  of  the 
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United  States  made  prisoners  o£  waj-  at  any  time  in 
any  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  Upper  or 
Lower  Canada. 

3.  Wliether  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
has  made  reparation  for  the  seizure  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  within  the  waters 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  murder  of  American 
citizens  on  board  the  same  by  a  band  of  armed  in- 
vaders from  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
under  the  orders  and  authority  of  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment of  said  province. 

4.  Wheth'er  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  into  negotiations  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  further  distribution  of  presents  and  payment  of 
war  subsidies  by  the  latter  Government  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  within  the  territoriaf  limits  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  said  negotiations. 

5.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  given  to  that  of  Great  Britain  the  stipulated 
notice  to  annul  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
6th  of  September,  182Y,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  establish  military  posts  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

6.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  taken  any  measures,  and  if  any,  what,  to  ad- 
just, settle,  and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St.  Mary's  Falls,  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior ;  and  so  northwardly  and 
westwardly  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  to 
the  Eocky  Mountains. 

•7.  What  correspondence,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  investigation  of  the 
North-eastern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  by 
the  Government  of  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  conterminous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  running  in  part  or  in  whole  through 
the  territories  of  both  Governments :  and  if  so,  the 
results  of  the  same. 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Monroe  Doctrine, 
Mr.  OusHiNa  -then  said  the  discbarge  of  his 
particular  duties  as  a  member  of  the  House,  had 
called  his  attention  to  another  subject  of  inqui- 
ry, perfectly  unexceptionable  in  itself,  and  of 
the  deepest  immediate  interest  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  more  especially  to  the  States  of  the 
South-west.  He  asked  that  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  should  be  i-ead,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  judge  whether  they  would  permit  him 
to  offer  it  at  this  time ;  which  he  would  not 
ask  if  the  subject  were  not  one  of  pressing,  im- 
mediate importance. 


The  House  assenting,  Mr.  0.  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed,  and  lies  over  one  day,  under 
the  rules. 

Whereas,  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  at  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  Con- 
gress, it  was,  among  other  things,  avowed  and  pro- 
clainaed  as  the  settled  national  policy  of  the  United 
States,  that  "  in  the  wars  of  the  European  powers, 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  with  our  policy 
so  to  do  ;"  that  "with  the  movements  in  this  hemi- 
sphere we  are,  of  necessity,  more  immediately  con- 
nected ;"  that  "  we  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  those  powers,  to  declare  that  we 
should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  safety ; "  tlfkt  "  with  the 
existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  European 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  inter- 
fere ;  but  with  the  Governments  who  have  declar- 
ed their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  considera- 
tion and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we  could 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
pressing them,  or  controlling  in  any  other  manner 
their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly 
disposition  towards  the  United  States ;"  and  that 
"it  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  should  be- 
hold such  interposition,  in  any  form,  with  indiffer- 
ence." 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House, 
if  the  same  be  not  in  his  judgment  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  what  explanations  the  King 
of  the  French  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  the  coast 
of  the  Mexican  Republic  by  France ;  the  treatment 
of  vessels  of  the  United  States,  public  or  private,  by 
the  blockading  squadron ;  the  reduction  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  .UUoa ;  and  the  ulterior  views 
and  designs  of  the  French  Government  respecting 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  the  House 
whether  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  in 
the  premises ;  and  to  communicate  any  correspond- 
ence on  the  subjects  aforesaid  which  may  have 
passed  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cushikg,  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


THtTESDAT,  January  3,  1839. 
Wisconsin  Election  Case. 

At  one  o'clock,  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  Territory, 
came  up. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  James  Duane  Doty  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  Ter- 
ritory, and  that  George  W.  Jones  is  not  so  entitled. 
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Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  transposing  the  names,  so  as  to  declare  Mr. 
Jones  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  proceeded  at 
length  to  oppose  the  conclusions  of  the  report. 

Mr.  OusniNG  was  understood  to  argue  in 
favor  of  vacating  the  seat  of  the  sitting  dele- 
gate, upon  the  ground  of  the  irregularity  and 
illegality  of  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  it,  and 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas  ;  and 
intimated  that  he  would,  at  the  proper  time, 
move  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  further  argued  by  Messrs. 
Randolph,  Ceaey,  Fletohek,  and  Tillinghast, 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  reported  hy  the 
committee. 

Mr.  DeGeaff  having  obtained  the  floor, 
moved  the  previous  question  ;  which  motion 
was  sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered. 

The  question  being  upon  concurring  with  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee— 

The  House  then  adopted  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  by  the  following  vote : — yeas  165, 
nays  25. 


Feidat,  January  4. 

Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Taliafeeeo  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  the^  Public  Lands. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  then  con- 
federacy of  the  United  States,  did,  by  resolution,  in 
the  year  ITSO,  recommend  to  the  several  States  of 
the  confederacy,  or  Federal  Union,  having  claims  to 
Western  lands,  a  liberal  surrender  thereof,  as  a  com- 
mon fund,  in  aid  of  establishing  the  public  credit, 
and  to  discharge  the  debt  incurred  by  the  then  exist- 
ing war  with  Great  Britain. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  responding  to 
the  said  recommendation  of  Congress,  did,  on  the 
second  day  of  January,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislative 
Assembly,  adopt  and  submit  to  Congress,  for  their 
Consideration  and  acceptance,  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions on  which  that  State  would  surrender  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  all  the  lands 
within  the  chartered  boundaries  of  Virginia,  north 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  Congress  having  the  .said  terms 
and  conditions  of  cession,  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  under  consideration,  resolved  on  the 
day  of  September,  1783,  to  accept  the  same,  with 
the  exception  only  of  a  stipulation  in  said  terms  of 
cession,  requiring  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to 
Virginia  the  residue  of  her  Western  territory,  lying 
south  and  east  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia,  assenting  to 
the  proposed  exclusion  from  her  terms  of  cession, 
did,  by  an  act  of  her  Legislative  Assembly,  authorize 
her  then  delegates  in  Congress,  to  execute  the  con- 
templated deed  of  cession ;  whereupon,  and  in  vir- 
tue of  the  full  powers  vested  in  them,  the  said  dele^ 
gates,  then  present,  did,  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1'784,  execute  a  conveyance  to  the  United  States, 
of  all  the  lands  to  which  Virginia  had  claim,  north 
and  west  of  the  river  Ohio,  according  to  the  mginal 


terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  Virginia  to  Con- 
gress, for  the  cession  thereof,  with  the  exception  only 
of  the  guarantee  aforesaid,  proposed  by  Congress,  to 
be  excluded  therefrom,  and  assented  to  by  Virginia, 
as  aforesaid. 

And,  whereas,  the  original  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Virginia,  and  assented  to  by  Congress, 
for  the  cession  by  that  State  of  all  her  lands  north 
and  west  of  the  Oliio,  impose  the  following  obliga- 
tions on  Congress : 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Virginia  had  not 
reserved  a  sufBcient  quantity  of  good  land  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  river  Ohio  to  satisfy  the  land 
bounty  promised  by  Virginia  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
and  who  served  in  her  own  State  establishment,  that 
Congress  should  make  up  such  deficiency,  and  of 
good  lauds  lying  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami 
Rivers. 

2.  The  aforesaid  terms  and  conditions  of  cession 
provide,  and  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  "  that  all 
the  lands  in  the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of 
the  before-mentioned  purposes,-  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American 
army,  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States, 
Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whateuer." 

Resolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  whomthat 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands  was  referred,  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  conveyance  of  the 
lands  above  referred  to  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States,  is  not  a  conveyance  in  trust  for  the  specific 
objects  expressly  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  cession. 

2.  Whether  those  objects  have  been  satisfied,  and, 
especially,  whether  Congress,  out  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, has  made  provision  for  the  deficit  of  good  lands 
on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Ohio  River,  to  satisfy 
the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  conti- 
nental establishment ;  if  not,  ought  to  be  promptly 
made  for  that  purpose. 

3.  What  quantity  of  the  ceded  territory  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof,  devoted  an(J  applied  towards 
the  specific  objects  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  ces- 
sion ;  and  what  quantity  of  the  said  territory  has 
been  devoted  to  uses  and  purposes,  not  comprehended 
in  the  terms  and  conditions  of  cession ;  finally,  if 
it  shall  appear,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  land 
in  the  ceded  territory  beyond  what  is  required  to 
satisfy  the  objects  and  purposes  specially  enumerated 
in  the  original  terms  and  conditions,  in  pursuance 
of  which  the  deed  of  cession  was  executed  ;  whether 
Congress  is  not  bound  by  the  manifest  intention 
of  that  deed,  to  provide  for  a  prompt  and  "  bona 
fide"  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  remaining 
lands,  including  the  value  of  so  much  of  these  lands, 
if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted  to  purposes  not 
warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  the  States  of  the 
Union,  according  to  the  ratio  of  distribution  specified 
in  the  deed  of  cession,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  States;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill. 
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Satuedat,  January  5. 
Question  of  Pay  to  Geo.  W.  Jones,  Esq.,  late 
Sitting  Delegate  from  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolution ;  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Jones,  late  dele- 
gate from  the  Territory  of  Wiconsin,  is  not  entitled 
to  his  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Wise  objected ;  whereupon 
Mr.  Mason  said  as  it  was  a  matter  of  some 
importijnce,  he  would  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended ;  and  upon  which  motion,  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  he  had.  received  a 
communication  upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Jones, 
and  would  prefer  that  the  House  would  come 
to  some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before 
the  House  the  following  letters,  which  were 
read :        ' 

House  of  Eepeesentatives, 

January  4,  1839. 
SiK :  I  take  this  mode  of  informing  you  that  a 
resolution  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  be  intro- 
duced to  this  House,  denying  your  right  to  receive 
any  compensation  as  delegate  to  the  present  session 
of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  GIDDINGS. 
Hon.  Geoege  W.  Jones,  "Washington  City. 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 

January  6,  1839. 

Sir  :  Considering  myself  entitled,  under  the  usage 
of  the  House,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  as 
the  sitting  delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of  Washington  for 
my  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  up  to  that  date. 

Having  received  last  evening  the  accompanying 
communication  from  a  member  of  the  House,  Hon. 
J.  R.  GiDDiNGS,  of  Ohio,  and  not  feeling  willing  to 
retain  in  my  hands  the  compensation  alluded  to, 
unless  most  clearly  so  entitled,  I  respectfully  return 
to  the  House,  through  you,  the  original  check,  to  be 
cancelled  by  the  House,  if  in  their  judgment  I  am 
not  entitled  to  it. 

I  came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  the  rightful  delegate  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin, 
to  serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of  March 
next.  This  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice 
of  able  counsel,  before  and  since  my  arrival  here. 
I  entertain  the  same  opinion  still,  but  will  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  House  in  both  cases  without  a 
murmur. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 
Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Speaker,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the  course 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  and  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  House. 

By  the  journal  of  the  extra  session,  at  the 


opening  of  the  present  Congress  in  September, 
1837,  it  appeared  that  "  George  Wallace  Jones 
appeared  as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  was  sworn  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  took  a  seat  in 
the  House."     No  certificates  of  election  of 
members  or  delegates  were  presented  at  the 
time  of  qualification,  and  the  Speaker  could  not 
know  under  what  authority  they  took  their 
seats.     Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  claiming  to  he 
the  i-ightful  sitting  delegate  from  Wisconsin. 
When  the  claim  of  Mr.  Doty  was  presented, 
Mr.  Jones  rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  his 
right.     The  House,  by  its  acquiescence,  recog- 
nized him  as  the  sitting  delegate,  and  took  or- 
der in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim  to  a 
seat-,  as  the  delegate  from  Wisconsin  to  the 
Cfemittee  of  Elections.    Mr.  Jones  continued 
irjliis  seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.    He,  at  va- 
rious times,  as  the  journal  shows,  presented  pe- 
titions and  resolutions,  and  participated  in  the 
business  of  the  House,  as  the  sitting  delegate. 
This  was  permitted  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  until  the  right  to  the  seat  was  decided 
by  the  House.     Whilst  Mr.  Jones  was  thus  the 
sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in  discharge  of  his 
duties   as   such,  the  Sergeant-at-arms  or  the 
presiding  ofiioer  had  no  right  or  power  to  in- 
quire whether  he  was  rightfully  there.     That 
was  a  question  which  the  House  alone  could 
decide.     The  law  regulating  the  ■  pay  of  mem- 
bers and  delegates,  for  aught  that  appeared  of 
record,  entitled  him  to  his  compensation  until 
the  time  he  was  ousted  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
He  called  for  his  compensation,  and  neither  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  nor  the  Speaker  had  any  dis- 
cretion to  refuse  it  under  the  law.     The  check 
for  his  compensation  was  made  out  in  the  usual 
way,  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  signed  under 
the  law.     Since  taking  the  chair  this  morning, 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  laid  on  his 
table.     And  now  the  question  of  compensation, 
under  the  resolution  before  the  House,  was  an 
open  one.     The  House  alone  can  by  its  order 
refuse  the  compensation.     Under  the  law,  the 
Sergeant  and  Speaker  cannot.     The   Speaker 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  House  would  decide 
the  question,  and  thus  relieve  the  subject  from 
all  doubt  and  embarrassment. 

A  long  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  the  res- 
olution was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Mason  of 
Ohio,  and  Giddings,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wise,  Bouldin,  Thomas,  Pope,  Calhoon  of 
Kentucky,  Beonson,  and  Biddlb.  _The  latter, 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  the 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Geiffin  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thomas  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether, 
in  case  the  resolution  should  be  rejected,  he 
would  consider  It  as  authority  to  pay  Mr.  Jones 
his  per  diem  and  mileage. 
•The  Speaker  said  he  shonld  so  consider  it. 
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The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
—yeas  89,  nays  96. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  January  Y. 
Transfer  of  Canal  Stoch  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. 

Mr.  "Walkee,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  hill  to 
authorize  the  transfer,  on  certain  conditions,  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  of  the  stock  held  hy  the 
United  States  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal Company. 

Mr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  said  that  on  the  9th 
of  April  last,  the  Senate,  upon  his  motion,  had 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  as  to  the  divi- 
dends received,  and  present  market  value  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  various  ca- 
nal companies.  To  this  call  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  responded  in  a  statement, 
showing  that  the  Government  had  never  re- 
ceived any  dividend  from  its  stock  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  that  this 
stock  is  much  below  par,  and  that  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money  at 
any  price.  Mr.  W.  said,  as  this  stock  was  yield- 
ing nothing  to  the  Government,  and  could  not 
be  sold  for  money,  he  was  willing  to  transfer  it 
for  a  reasonable  equivalent  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. This  equivalent  was,  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  should  cause,  within  a  specified 
period,  this  canal  to  be  completed  to  the 
Ohio  River;  and  that  when  completed,  the 
canal,  throughout  its  entire  distance,  should  be 
forever  free  for  the  transportation  of  any  prop- 
erty, troops,,  or  seamen  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge 
whatever.  This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise 
of  no  doubtful  nor  disputed  constitutional 
power,  but  simply  provided  for  the  sale  for  a 
reasonable  equivalent  of  this  stock  to  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and'  Canals. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Money  received  for  Oustomi. 

Mr.  HtmiEE,  of  Yirginia,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  present  and  have  printed  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

■Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
which  shall  provide : 

1.  That  all  money  herafter  to  be  received  by  the 
United  States  for  customs,  shall  be  paid  on  four  cer- 
tain days  fixed,  at  intervals  of  three  months,  the 
duties  required  by  the  existing  laws  to  be  paid  in 
cash,  to  be  secured  by  bonds  with  approved  security, 
hearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num from  its  date  until  paid,  and  payable  at  tlie  next 


fixed  quarterly  day,  unless  it  bears  date  within 
twenty  days  of  that  period,  in  which  case  it  is  to  be 
payable  on  the  next  succeeding  day  fixed  for  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  But  if  the  importer  be 
entitled  to  credit  under  the  existing  laws,  the  sum 
due  is  to  be  diminished  by  a  discount  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  centum  for  the  time  through  which  the  said 
credit  extends,  and  the  sum  thus  ascertained  to  be  se- 
cured by  bond  as  aforesaid  under  the  limitations 
above  prescribed. 

2.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  United  States  shall 
be  made  payable,  so  far  as  practicable,  on  four  cer- 
taiu  days,  occurring  at  intervals  of  three  months,  and 
fixed  at  twenty  days  respectively  after  the  days  fixed 
as  aforesaid  for  payment  to  the  United  States. 
These  debts,  in  all  cases  when  practicable,  to  be 
made  payable  at  the  next  day  of  disbursement,  unless 
incurred  within  twenty  days  of  that  time  ;  in  which 
case  to  be  payable  at  the  second  succeediug  day  fixed 
for  that  purpose.  But  if  the  public  creditor  should 
fail  to  present  his  claim  at  the  place  at  which  it  is 

payable  when  due,   or  within days  of  that 

time,  then  the  United  States  to  be  absolved  from  aU 
responsibility  for  any  failure  in  the  disbursing  agent 
at  that  place  to  pay  the  said  creditor :  Provided, 
however.  That  the  said  agent  and  his  sureties  shall  be 
liable,  in  their  individual  capacity,  to  pay  to  the  said 
creditor  any  sums  received  for  his  use,  upon  demand, 
and  without  interest. 

3.  That  all  requisitions  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  other  Departments  of  this  Government  for 
sums  to  be  disbursed  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  shall  be  made  at  least  twenty  days  before 
the  day  fixed  for  public  receipts,  and  next  succeeding 
that  of  the  requisition. 

4.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  after  a  com- 
parison of  the  liabilities  to  and  from  the  Government, 
at  the  next  succeeding  days  of  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement, shall  ascertain  the  probable  surplus  which 
will  be  due  to  the  United  States  upon  the  next  quar- 
terly day  of  receipt,  after  collecting  what  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  next  disbursing  day,  together  with  what- 
ever sum  may  be  needful  as  a  cash  surplus  for  emer- 
gencies of  the  Department  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
The  debtors  of  the  United  States  to  be  entitled  to  an 
extended  credit  upon  the  surplus  thus  ascertained, 
upon  their  giving  bonds,  with  approved  sureties, 
bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  up  to  the  quarterly  day 
of  the  receipts  next  succeeding  that  at  which  the  ori- 
ginal bond  was  due.  Each  public  debtor  offering  se- 
curity as  aforesaid,  to  be  entitled  to  this  further 
credit  upon  an  equal  proportion  of  his  debt ;  which 
proportion  is  to  be  specified  by  public  advertisement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  next  succeeding  day  of  receipt.  But 
all  bonds  given  for  the  surplus  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
wholly  collected  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  before 
any  portion  is  demanded  of  their  bonds  given,  when 
the  debt  for  duties  was  increased. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  9. 
Anti-Slavery  and  Anti-Texas  Annexation  Peti- 
tions. 
Mr.  Peentiss  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  A'ermont,  in- 
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struoting  their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
Eepresentatives  to  use  their  efforts  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  law  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  Union,  and  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
Territories  of  the  Union' — and  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  several  States ;  and  also  protesting 
against  certain  resolutions  (Atheeton's)  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  as  unconstitu- 
tional ;  which  Mr.  P.  moved  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  ordered  tp  be  printed. 

The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foster, 
divided,  and  the  first  division  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  second  divi- 
sion, viz :  to  print  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Peentiss  said  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  print  these  resolutions,  because  he  supposed 
it  would  be  an  act  of  proper  courtesy  to  the 
Legislature  from  whom  they  come.  When  he 
presented  them,  he  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
that  any  serious  objections  would  be  made  to 
them,  or  that  they  would  excite  any  debate,  and 
he  would  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  South,  that 
the  course  which  they  were  pursuing  was  pre- 
cisely the  course  to  increase  the  number,  and 
augment  the  strength  of  the  Abolitionists ; 
and  he  thought  it  in  other  respects  impolitic  and 
injurious,  as  well  as  wrong  and  unreasonable  in 
itself. 

The  virtual  rejection  of  petitions  here  was 
regarded  as  an  infraction  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  this  was  connected  with  the  great 
subject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  to  it  a  power 
not  properly  its  own,  so  that  those  who  were 
opposed  to  extreme  and  premature  measures, 
and  who  wished  to  prevent  useless  excitement 
and  agitation,  found  themselves  powerless  in 
consequence  of  this  connection ;  and  if  this 
course  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  give  way  entirely.  Mr.  P.  trusted  these  res- 
olutions would  b(5  printed  as  an  act  of  common 
courtesy,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  he  saw  a  gentleman  of  the  calmness  and 
correct  judgment  of  the  Senator  from  Vel-mont, 
pursuing  the  course  that  he  did.  That  there 
should  be  any  man  of  any  intelligence  what- 
ever, who  did  not  see  that  this  question  strikes 
at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Union,  alienating 
one  portion  of  it  from  the  other,  and  that  it 
tended  to  the  overthrow  of  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  indeed  surprised  him.  Nor  was  it 
less  wonderful  to  him,  that  any  gentleman  of 
that  description  should  pretend  to  say  that  the 
best  course  of  Southern  gentlemen  was  to  per- 
mit the  Abolitionists  to  come  here  and  urge  the 
question  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  us, 
said  Mr.  C,  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own 
estates ;  that  a  large  part  of  our  property  is  held 
without  law ;  and  that  they  have  the  right  to 
come  here  week  after  week,  year  after  year, 
questioning  our  right  to  it,  and  calumniating  our 
character,  while  the  best  mode  for  us  to  pursue 
is  to  be  quiet.    Sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  would  not 


have  made  these  observations  if  the  remarks 
that  called  them  forth  had  not  come  from  a  re- 
spectable quarter.  The  course  of  the  gentleman' 
from  Vermont  was  a  striking  proof  that  on 
all  questions  of  deep  excitement  the  strongest 
minds  may  be  carried  away.  Mr.  0.  would  say 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  thing 
must  be  arrested  at  home,  by  strong  measures, 
or  the  South  would  take  care  of  itself. 

Mr.  Peentiss  said  that  he  had  simply  asked 
that  these  resolutions  might  be  printed,  as  a 
mark  of  the  courtesy  usually  evinced  to  States 
of  this  Union.  He  did  not  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment on  the  question  of  abolition.  Neither  he 
nor  any  other  Senator  from  the  North  had,  on 
any  occasion,  been  found  to  agitate  that  ques- 
tion. The  fault,  if  it  was  one,  lay  in  another 
quarter.  He  wished  merely  to  discharge  an 
obvious  duty.  If  he  found  it  certain  that  he 
could  not  carry  out  his  own  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  which  he  trusted  were  well 
known,  he  thought  it  best  to  defer  the  attempt 
to  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  These  reso- 
lutions were  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont in  consequence  of  petitions  requiring  their 
passage.  They  were  resolutions  of  instruction, 
and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  wished  to 
discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Knra  found  no  fault  with  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  for  discharging  his  duty  to  his 
State,  in  presetting  such  resolutions  as  they 
thought  proper  to  charge  him  with.  He 
waived,  therefore,  under  these  considerations, 
any  objections  to  receiving  these  resolutions. 
They  came  from  a  sovereign  State ;  but  wheth- 
er that  State  was  true  to  the  principles  which 
should  govern  every  member  of  the  Confeder- 
acy, was  another  question.  With  regard  to  the 
prayer  of  these  resolutions,  every  man  of  com- 
mon intelligence  knew  that  if  it  were  granted, 
this  Union  would  not  last  twenty- four  hours. 
He  knew  that  he  and  every  man  from  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  which  would  be  so  grossly 
outraged  by  such  a  measure,  would  instantly, 
on  the  adoption  of  it,  retire  from  their  seats. 
He  would,  in  such  an  event,  return  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  teU  them  that  the  compact  was 
broken,  the  constitution  violated,  and  their 
property  taken  way  from  them,  and  that  he,  as 
their  representative,  could  render  them  no  fur- 
ther service  by  remaining  where  he  was.  Be- 
lieving that  such  would  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  carrying  out  the  doctrines  con- 
tained in  these  resolutions,  he  could  not  consent 
to  give  them  any  circulation.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  in  wishing 
to  have  these  resolutions  printed  ?  The  Sena- 
tor himself  declared  that  he  did  not  expect  any 
such  thing  as  action  on  those  resolutions ;  and 
yet  he  wished  to  have  them  printed :  for  what  ? 
To  give  encouragement  to  these  people,  to  send 
out  more  memorials  to  act  on  their  Legislature, 
inducing  them  to  interfere  with  matters  which 
do  .not  belong  to  them.  If  that  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  and  he  trusted  and  believed 
it  was  not,  he  might  have  some  reason  for  urg- 
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ing  the  printing  of  these  papers ;  hut  as  he  had 
a  great  respect  for  the  gentleman,  and  believed 
that  he  had  no  such  object  in  view,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  why  he  persisted  in  the  motion. 
He  thanked  the  gentleman  for  warning  the 
South  of  what  became  their  duty,  under  the 
present  state  of  excitement  on  this  subject.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  K.,  we  will  discharge  our  duty  to  our- 
selves and  our  constituents,  without  asking  ad- 
vice from  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  or  from 
Ms  Legislature,  or  the  Legislature  of  any  other 
State.  He  had  hoped  that  they  would  have 
been  spared,  in  this  body,  the  agitating  of  this  ex- 
citing subject.  He  knew  that  it  had  taken  place 
elsewhere  in  a  manner  highly  disgraceful,  but 
.he  had  confidently  expected  that  this  body 
would  escape  it,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont would  be  the  last  man  to  bring  it  up.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  of  making  these  few  obser- 
vations, but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so,  because 
he  thought  the  Senator  from  Vermont  was  forc- 
ing this  iliatter  beyond  what  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  the  motion  to  print  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  But  before  he  submitted  that  motion,  he 
would  remjirk  that  he  fully  concurred  in  the  re- 
mark's of  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina  and 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  King.)  And 
that  he  felt  no  disposition  to  countenance  or  re- 
spect attempts  to  agitate  the  question  of  slavery, 
the  more,  because  it  was  brought  before  the 
Senate  by  the  proceedings  of  a  sovereign  State. 
No,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion, by  obscure  and  ignorant  individuals,  is 
harmless  and  innocent,  when  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 
Yet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Pkentiss) 
admonishes  the  South  to  he  cool  and  quiet,  to 
disregard  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  constant- 
ly warring  against  their  rights  and  interests. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  this  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
robber,  who,  while  he  has  his  hand  in  my  pock- 
et, taking  from  me  that  to  which  he  has  no  just 
claim,  ceases  not  to  admonish  me  to  be  quiet,  be 
easy — ^he  will  do  me  no  harm.  Every  lover  of 
this  Union  should  cease  to  agitate  tliis  question. 
The  interference  of  the  Abolitionists  and  their 
supporters  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
South  is  daily  becoming  more  offensive.  These 
proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  affections 
of  one  portion  of  the  Union  from  the  other. 
We  should  circulate  nothing  from  this  Senate 
calculated  to  increase  excitement  and  prejudice. 
Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  m6ve  to  lay 
the  motion  to  print  on  the  tabic. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Lump- 
kin's motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table,  and  carried — yeas  29,  nays  8. 


Monday,  January  14. 
■  N'orth  Carolina  Resolutions  against  the  Inde- 
pendent Treasury. 
Mr.  Beown  said  he  rose  to  present  to  the 
Senate    certain    resolutions  which  had    been 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Vol.  xni.— 46 


North  Carolina,  at  their  late  session,  expressive 
of  their  views  and  opinions  in  i-egard  to  some 
of  the  important  measures  and  questions  of 
public  policy,  which  have  been,  and  now  are, 
pending  before  the  country.  However  uncour- 
teous  some  of  the  language  was  in  reference  to 
a  late  act  of  this  body,  which  it  had  performed 
in  the  exercise  of  its  high  constitutional  powers, 
and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  that  expressions 
derogating  from  the  respect  due  to  this  body 
were  embraced  in  the  resolutions,  yet  he  could 
not  hesitate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper  sense  of 
respect  to  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  to  offer 
them,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
in  one  of  the  resolutions. 

It  was  alike  due  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion  itself,  to 
state  very  explicitly  the  view  he  took  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  course  which  high  consid- 
erations of  public  duty  required  that  he  should 
pursue  in  regard  to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  re- 
sponsibility under  which  he  acted,  and  had 
given  to  the  subject  that  anxious  deliberation 
which  its  public  importance  and  the  great  ques- 
tions of  public  interest  involved  in  it  demanded. 

In  regard  to  most  of  the  resolutions,  it 
would  readily  be  perceived  that  the  opinions 
expressed  in  them  directly  conflict  with  the 
course  which  he  had  heretofore  pursued  on  the 
measures  of  public  policy  to  which  they  refer, 
and  that  a  principle  is  asserted  in  one  of  them, 
in  regard  to  a  question  of  constitutional  power, 
entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on  the  reso- 
lution ordering  the  expunction  of  the  condem- 
natory resolution  passed  against  President  Jack- 
son, for  removing  the  puljlio  deposits  from  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  to 
extravagant  expenditure,  and  Executive  patron- 
age, referred  to  by  two  others  of  the  resolu- 
tions, his  votes  would  most  abundantly  prove 
that  his  whole  course  had  been,  since  honored 
with  a  seat  in  that  body,  to  diminish  both  as 
far  as  it  was  practicable  for  him  to  do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political 
character  of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquiry 
which  presents  itself  for  consideration  is,  wheth- 
er they  are  to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league and  myself  as  instructions,  or  as  the 
mere  expressions  of  the  opinions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, leaving  us  to  a  discretionary  power  in 
exercising  our  judgments  on  the  .subjects  to 
which  they  relate.  That  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  instructions,  the  proofs,  to  his 
mind,  were  clear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  face,  profess  to  instruct,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  word,  or  any  other  of  mandatory 
import,  is  omitted  with  the  most  guarded  cau- 
tion ;  omitted  no  doubt  not  by  accident,  butby 
design.  "What  could  have  been  the  intention 
for  omitting  it  ?  The  motive  clearly  was,  not 
to  commit  the  party  passing  these  resolutions 
to  the  doctrine  of  instructions.  Whenever, 
said  Mr.  B.,tho  General  Assembly  of  North 
Carolina  has  thought  proper,  on  former  occa- 
sions, to  resort  to  the  great  Kepublican  princi- 
ple of  instruction,  it  has  spoken  out  in  bold, 
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frank,  and  nneciiiivocal  language.  It  has,  by 
directly  instructing  the  Senators  representing 
the  State,  taken  the  responsibility  on  itselt  of 
the  vote  which  it  commanded  them  to  give. 
A  positive  command,  by  instructions,  from  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
particular  vote,  places  the  vote  under  the  control 
of  the  Legislature,  and  is,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  the 
power  commanding  it ;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and  consequently,  reliev- 
ing him  from  all  responsibility  to  the  people  of 
the  State.  The  Legislature,  therefore,  does  not 
take  on  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  Senator's 
vote  unless  it  instructs  him.  On  the  contrary, 
if  it  declines  to  instruct  him,  it  declines  taking 
the  responsibility  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  right  to  expect  him  to  express  their 
opinions  when  they  refuse  to  take  on  them- 
selves the  consequences  of  his  vote  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  has  long  since  established  the  principle 
that  they  had  the  right  to  instruct,  and  so 
essential  has  the  employment  of  that  word  been 
considered  to  the  efficacy  of  i-esolutions  of  in- 
struction, that  the  Eepublioans  of  that  State 
have  invariably  employed  it  on  all  great  occa- 
sions when  they  intended  to  command  the  votes 
of  their  Senators. 

Mr.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  the 
Senate,  he  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Mr. 
Macon,  then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  pre- 
sented resolutions,  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  North  Carolina  at  their  session  of  1816,  in- 
structing their  Senators  to  endeavor  to  procure 
cei'tain -amendments  to  the  constitution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  Legisla- 
ture which  adopted  them  resolved,  in  one  of 
the  resolutions,  "  that  our  Senators  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  IJnited  States  be  instructed,  and 
our  Kepresentatives  be  requested,  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  said  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States."  At  the  succeeding 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolutions  were  again  adopted,  and  again 
asserted,  in  the  same  language,  the  right  of  in- 
struction. That  the  General  Assembly  then 
considered  mandatory  language  as  essential  to 
instructions  is  most  strikingly  obvious,  from 
the  marked  distinction  between  the  terms  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  resolutions  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  the  Representatives  in  Congress.  The 
former  are  expressly  "  instructed,''^  the  latter 
are  merely  "rejMesi«(Z,"  to  perform  their  will. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  clear,  from  the  use  of 
the  latter  term  to  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, over  whose  vote  the  Legislature  never 
professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  instruc- 
tions, never  was  viewed  by  them  as  obligatory 
on  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
great  right  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted, 
and  exercised  in  the  same  language  of  com- 
mand, to  their  Senators,  by  successive  Legisla- 
tures of  North  Carolina,  from  the  period  just 
referred  to  down  to  its  session  of  1834,  when 


they  reasserted  and  exercised,  in  positive  and 
unequivocal  language,  the  right  of  instruction 
on  the  question  of  expunging  from  the  journals 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  resolu- 
tions condemnatory  of  President  Jackson.  The 
long-continued  practice,  therefore,  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  in  regard  to  Instructions, 
shows  very  conclusively,  that  whenever  they 
have  intended  to  take  all  discretion  from  their 
Senators  in  regard  to  any  particular  vote,  that 
they  have  expressly,  and  in  plain  language,  in- 
structed, 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  held,  when  resolutions  direct- 
ly instructing  had  passed  a  legislative  body, 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  go  beyond  the  in- 
structions themselves  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  Legislature ;  but  when  instructions  were 
not  given,  on  the  face  of  the  resolutions,  that  it 
was  competent  to  look  beyond  them  to  arrive 
at  the  intentions  of  those  passing  them.  He 
adverted  to  an  amendment  offered  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  when  the  resolu- 
tions were  before  them,  proposing  to  insert  the 
word  "instruct,"  and  which  was  rejected  by 
the  unanimous  vote  ot  the  friends  of  the  resolu- 
tions, in  both  instances.  This  act,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  decisive  of  the  question,  and  proved 
that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  intend  to 
commit  themselves,  by  their  acts,  to  the  doc- 
trine of  instruction. 

The  resolutions  did  not  merely  omit  to  in- 
struct, but  they  contained,  on  their  face,  expres- 
sions which  constituted  a  direct  attack  on  that 
great  fundamental  principle  of  the  Republican 
creed.  They  declare  that  act  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  expunging  from  its  journals 
the  condemnatory  resolution  against  President 
Jaoksbn,  to  have  been  "  an  act  of  party  servili- 
ty, calculated  to  degrade  the  SerMte." 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  his  own  vote  had  had 
any  agency  in  carrying  into  effect  that  just  sen- 
tence, vindicatory  of  the  constitution  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  both  of  which  had  been 
wantonly  assailed  in  the  unauthorized  and  un- 
just sentence  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  nation,  that  he  had  acted  under  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  command- 
ing it  to  be  done.  He  believed  a  majority  of  the 
State  Legislatures  of  the  Union  had  also  passed 
similar  instructions  to  their  Senators.  If,  there- 
fore, the  doctrine  of  instruction  be  correct,  what 
power  is  there  that  can  rightfully  arraign  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted  in  obedi- 
ence to  it,  and  carried  out  the  will  of  those  un- 
der whose  commands  they  have  performed  the 
act  required  to  be  done  ?  To  impeach,  there- 
fore, the  motives  of  those,  thus  acting  under 
instructions,  is  a  direct  attack -on  the  principle 
of  instruction,  and,  in  effect,  a  denial  of  the 
right  to  instruct. 

But  in  order  to  have  all  doubt  removed  as  to 
the  intention  of  those  who  passed  them,  his 
honorable  colleague  and  himself  had  addressed 
a  respectful  communication  to  the  Legislature 
of  their  State,  asking  to  be  informed  if  the  res- 
olutions were  to  be  taken  as  instructions.    We 
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had  publicly  declared  that  we  -would  obey  or 
resign,  if  i-nsPrueted.  "We  considered,  that  to 
have  dona  either  under  resolutions  not  contain- 
ing instructions,  was  not  required  by  our  pledge, 
and  would  have  been  a  manifest  dereliction  of 
public  duty,  under  aU  the  circumstances.  We 
desired,  then,  proper  ground  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  we  wished  to  do  so  under  the  great 
principle  of  instruction,  and  not  under  resolu- 
tions in  which  it  was  not  recognized.  The 
Legislature,  thus  candidly  and  respectfully  ap- 
pealed to,  have  refused,  in  terms  not  very  cour- 
teous, to  give  any  further  information  as  to  the 
question  of  instruction. 

When  the  issue  was  thus  fairly  presented,  we 
had  a  right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of 
candor,  an  emphatic  expression  of  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  of  instruc- 
tion. If  they  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
instruct,  I  was  prepared,  as  is  known  to  many 
of  my  friends,  instantly  to  have  surrendered 
to  them  the  public  trust  which  I  hold.  They, 
however,  again  decline  to  assert  the  principle 
of  instruction,  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  unquestionable  proof 
that  they  do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  doctrine.  "Which  of  the  parties  had  act- 
ed in  good  faith — those  addressing  the  commu- 
nication, and  soliciting  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  a  plain  question,  to  which  an  answer  was 
easy,  and  which  they  deemed  important  to  the 
public  liberty,  as  well  as  to-  the  regulation  of 
their  own  conduct — or  those  who  had  declined 
to  answer  it  ?  He  would  appeal  to  the  honest 
and  intelligent  judgment  of  his  constituents  to 
decide. 

"When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  cir- 
comstances  which  formed  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  resolutions,  the  guarded  caution  with 
which  the  party  passing  them  avoided  commit- 
ting themselves  on  the  record  to  the  right  of 
instruction,  and  the  open  and  avowed  hostility 
of  some  of  those  voting  for  the  resolutions  to  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  the  direct  attack  on  that 
great  principle  itself,  on  the  face  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature,  on  a 
candid  appeal  made  to  them,  to  assert  the  right 
—the  most  irresistible  proof  is  afforded,  by 
positive  acts,  that  they  (the  Legislature)  did  not 
intend  to  recognize  the  right  of  instruction  ; 
and  if  not,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or  by 
what  right,  either  moral  or  political,  can  it  be 
expected  that  they  wUl  be  considered  and  acted 
on  by  others  as  instructions  ? 

The  resolutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of 
the  people.  If  they  were  instructions,  he  ad- 
mitted that  they  would  be  obligatory  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  term ;  but  they  were  not, 
and  did  not  profess  to  be,  and  therefore  the 
question  as  respects  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is  open  to  the 
freest  inquiry.  He  did  not,  himself,  believe 
that  they  expressed  public  opinion,  as  to  many  of 
the  important  topics  under  which  they  under- 
take to  declare  it.    He  believed  the  people  of  the 


State  had  heard  with  utter  surprise,  that  the 
subject  of  the  expunging  resolutions  had  been 
introduced.  It  was  a  topic  that  had  not  been 
brought  before  them  at  the  elections,  and  there- 
fore, could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Again, 
he  did  not  believe  they  expressed  public 
opinion,  as  no  question  had  ever  been  brought 
more  directly  and  immediately  befoi-e  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Oaroluia  than  was  that,  at  the 
elections  in  1834,  involving  the  course  of  Pres- 
ident Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  justice  of  expunging  the 
sentence  pronounced  against  him  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Senate. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  session  of  1834,  in 
obedience  to  that  public  will,  commanded  their 
Senators,  by  express  instructions,  to  vote  for  it. 
The  people  elected  two  successive  Legislatures, 
which  ratified  and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that 
decision,  as  the  resolutions  remained  unre- 
voked by  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  in  dero- 
gation of  the  well-known  political  consistency 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  to  suppose  that 
a  decision  so  well  con;  idered,  and  so  deliberate- 
ly made,  had  been  reversed  by  them.  No  Pres- 
ident had  ever  been  more  strongly  sustained 
than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three  successive 
elections,  by  the  people  of  that  State,  whose 
well-earned  fame  the  resolutions  which  the 
Legislature  had  passed,  aimed  so  strong  a  blow 
at.  He  could  not,  therefore,  admit  that  his 
constituents  had  abandoned  their  long-cherish- 
ed political  attachments,  and  were  prepared  to 
aid  in  sacrificing  the  public  character  of  the 
honest  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  He 
could  not  consent,  therefore,  to  record,  by  his 
vote,  a  sentence  so  derogatory  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  Legislature  of  1834,  to  whose  favor 
he  was  indebted  for  his  re-election.  To  resign, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admission,  on 
his  part,  that  the  people  had  changed  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  his  acquiescence 
in  the  charge  of  inconsistency  against  them, 
which  it  involved,  which  he  should  consider  it 
a  departure  from  his  duty  to  do,  unless  acting 
under  instructions  that  left  him  no  other  alter- 
native. 

He  had  declared,  in  Ms  speech  on  the  Consti- 
tutional Treasury,  and  on  other  occasions,  that 
if  instructed  by  his  Legislature,  he  _  would  obey 
or  resign.  He  had  used  the  word  in  that  sense 
which  conveys  a  meaning  universally  acted  on 
and  understood  by  the  Republican  party  of  this 
country,  and  had  likewise  asserted  it_  in  his 
speeches,  to  be  a  duty,  in  the  absence  of  instruc- 
tions, to  pursue  the  dictates  of  his  own  judg- 
ment. In  the  alienee  of  instructions,  therefore, 
his  decision  as  to  the  present  resolutions,  which 
did  not  recognize,  in  any  part  of  them,  that 
right,  was  entirely  consistent  with  his  often 
repeated  declarations  on  that  subject. 

The  course  which  his  colleague  and  hnnself 
felt  bound  to  take,  ft-om  a  high  sense  of  public 
duty,  on  this  occasion,  involved  not  simply  the 
question  of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and 
their  own  principles— not  simply  a  question  of 
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mere  party  ascendency,  but  it  involved  ques- 
tions of  far  more  transcendent  importance.  It 
involved  a  great  principle  of  popular  liberty.  If 
they  resigned  their  seats,  they  indirectly  aided  in 
attacking  the  great  fundamental  right  of  instruc- 
tion, which  the  resolutions,  on  their  face,  not 
only  attacked,  as  he  had  already  shown,  but,  by 
their  unquestionable  tendency,  went  to  over- 
throw. They  in  effect,  as  he  had  shown,  con- 
tained a  denial  of  that  doctrine.  For  us,  there- 
fore, to  acquiesce  in  them,  by  obedience  or  res- 
ignation, would  aid  in  subverting  a  principle 
long  consecrated  in  the  Eepublican  creed.  If. 
they  suffered  themselves,  by  indirection,  to  be 
driven  from  the  post  which  the  public  had  as- 
signed them,  he  could  not  permit  himself  to 
doubt  that  the  very  party  that  had  passed  the 
resolutions,  would  point  to  them  to  prove  that 
their  political  friends  had  never  admitted  the 
doctrine  of  instruction.  'We  should  thus  be 
accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  people,  through  their  Legislature,  had 
no  right  to  instruct.  "We  should  thus  contrib- 
ute to  establish  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of 
the  Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  from  the 
State,  would  be  licensed  to  disobey  instructions, 
and  should  be  irresponsible  to  the  people,  as 
they  would  no  doubt  quote  these  mry  resolu- 
tions to  prove  that  instructions  were  no  part 
of  their  political  creed.  It  would,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.,)  be,  in  effect,  an  attack  on  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
either  by  obedience  or  resignation,  and  would 
be  a  surrender  of  a  great  question  of  public  lib- 
erty. Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  political  party,  already  denying  the  right 
of  instruction,  and  asserting  other  dangerous 
doctrines  in  regard  to  popular  rights,  an  im- 
mense engine  to  beat  down  those  rights.  It 
was  placing  in  their  hands  an  instrument  which 
would  serve  as  a  sword  to  use  against  their  po- 
litical adversaries,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
be  used  as  a  shield  to  shelter  and  protect  them- 
selves, when  in  power,  from  instructions.  He, 
therefore,  should  consider  the  abandonment  of 
his  post,  under  such  circumstances,  as  an  aban- 
■donment  of  his  duty  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented,  and  as  betraying  a  want  of 
firmness  to  meet  the  crisis.  He  could  not  re- 
spect himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sin- 
cerely trusted  that  his  high-minded  and  intelli- 
gent cotistituents  would  appreciate  his  motives 
and  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  had  been 
sustained  by  them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness 
of  purpose,  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine 
years,  through  many  trying  and  difiicult  events 
in  public  affairs,  that  impressed  him  with  an 
indelible  sense  of  gratitude. 

He  had  never  sought  ofiice  nor  desired  it  for 
himself;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with 
him  ever,  through  his  means,  enjoyed  office 
under  this  or  the  past  Administration.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  his  constituents  to  decide 
how  far  the  charge  of  '■'party  sermlity"  ap- 
plied to  him,  or  to  his  public  course.  In  order 
to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  motives  which 


actuated  him,  and  to  show  that  he  desired  his 
public  course  should  be  tested  by  the  popular  will 
of  his  State,  at  the  first  State  elections  which 
intervened,  he  had  come  to  the  determination 
to  resign  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  Legislature  of  his  State,  when 
they  should  assemble,  for  the  residue  of  his' 
term  then  remaining. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  full 
extent,  the  great  responsibility  of  his  present 
situation.  But  at  a  great  crisis  in  our  public 
affairs,  when  the  very  existence  of  free  govern- 
ment was  at  stake,  when  an  evident  effort  was 
making  to  strip  the  people  of  their  political 
sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to  transfer  it  to  the 
banking  corporations  of  the  country,  he  should 
dare  to  do  his  duty.  To  falter  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  such  a  crisis,  and  to  shrink 
from  a  just  responsibility  from  a  fear  of  conse- 
quences, would,  while  it  betrayed  an  unbecom- 
ing timidity,  be  treachery  to  those  who  had 
committed  to  them  their  dearest  rights  and  in- 
terests. His  course,  therefore,  was  taken,  and 
it  was  for  his  constituents  to  decide  on  it; 
and  to  that  decision  he  was  prepared  to  yield 
with  entire  deference. 

Mr.  Steange  said :  It  is  with  great  reluc- 
tance, Mr.  President,  that  I  occupy  the  public 
time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  upon  matters 
which  seem  properly  to  rest  between  our  con- 
stituents and  my  colleague  and  myself.  Two 
considerations,  however,  prompt  me  to  occupy 
a  portion  of  both.  The  one  is,  the  established 
practice,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  prevailing 
in  this  body,  on  like  occasions ;  and  the  other, 
its  being,  in  my  judgment,  the  most  convenient 
and  respectful  mode  of  throwing  immediately 
before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with  a 
short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  govern  us. 
I  find  myself  in  one  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  I  have  ever  occupied,  and  my  anxious 
wish  has  been  so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  least, 
the  unwavering  approbation  of  my  own  con- 
science. From  my  political  adversaries,  I  have 
learned  to  know,  by  sad  experience,  that  I  have 
no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not  even  justice  to 
expect.  Act  as  I  may,  my  conduct  will  be  mis- 
represented and  my  motives  impeached.  Even 
from  my  political  friends,  I  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend division  in  their  judgment  of  my 
course,  while  I  know  they  will  do  justice  to  my 
motives. 

The  resolutions  just  read  come  from  a  source 
entitled  to  my  highest  respect  and  most  defer- 
ential consideration.  They  are  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  a  State  to  which  I  am  deeply  indebt- 
ed, ways  without  number.  Though  but  an 
adopted  son  of  that  State,  she  has  heaped  upon 
me  kindnesses  far,  very  far,  beyond  my  deserts, 
and  I  have  enjoyed  golden  opinions  far  beyond 
my  merits  from  all  sorts  of  people.  Though  not 
a  native  of  the  State,  there  has  my  heart  found 
the  objects  of  its  tenderest  affections,  and  thith- 
er does  it  turn  instinctively,  when  the  magic 
word  "home  "  stirs  within  it  those  holy  associa- 
tions which  no  other  word  has  power  to  awaken. 
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Coming,  then,  from  suoh  a  source,  how  gladly 
•would  I  have  found  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direction  to  which  they  might  point !  how 
cheerfully  have  reposed  upon  Such  a  counsellor, 
and  thrown  off  the  responsibility  of  acting  upon 
my  own  fallible  judgment !  Had  these  resolu- 
tions been  couched  in  terms  of  command,  no 
alternative  would  have  been  left  me  but  obe- 
dience or  resignation.  Coming  as  they  do,  mere- 
ly in  the  language  of  counsel  or  advice,  I  should 
unhesitatingly  follow  that  counsel  could  I  do  so 
consistently  with  my  sense  of  duty  and  my 
own  self-respect.  But  the  two  first  of  these 
resolutions  counsel  me  to  that  which  not  aU  the 
terrors  of  an  auto  defe  could  induce  me  to  per- 
form. Gracious  Heaven !  to  place  upon  the 
everlasting  records  of  my  country,  my  own 
declaration,  that  I  had  violated  her  constitution, 
upon  the  infamous  motive  of  party  servility  ! 
No !  sooner  would  I  bite  off  my  tongue,  and 
spit  it  back  in  the  faces  of  those  who  had  coun- 
selled such  infamy,  however  high  and  digniiied 
the  stations  they  might  fill.  No !  conscious  as 
I  am  of  having  been  actuated  in  what  I  did,  by 
motives  of  the  highest,  the  purest,  the  most 
patriotic,  I  am  proud  to  have  my  name  associ- 
ated with  the  act,  and  am  content  that  posterity 
may  judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Mistaken  I  may 
have  been,  but  never  was  corruption  farther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did 
the  deed,  what  were  the  Legislatures  of  the 
noble  States  who  commanded  it  to  be  done  ?  I 
myself,  in  the  part  I  acted,  but  conformed  to 
the  express  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina.  A  Legislature  elected  when 
that  question  was  distinctly  before  the  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  those  instructions  were 
given,  a  Legislature,  a  majority  of  which  was 
favorable  to  those  instructions,  was  again  elect- 
ed. I  could  not,  therefore,  with  proper  respect 
to  the  Legislature  and  people  of  North  Carolina, 
by  whose  command  the  act  was  done,  censure 
it  in  the  manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  restrain  me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thus  remarking  upon 
the  resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or 
impugn  the  conduct  of  those  who  passed  them. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  family  quarrels  should 
never  be  carried  beyond  the  paternal  domain, 
tod,  if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  of  in  the 
temper,  language,  or  substance  of  these  resolu- 
tions, on  a  different  theatre  will  that  complaint  be 
made.  Here,  at  least,  it  is  my  wish  and  my 
purpose  always  to  speak  respectfully  of  those 
whom  the  people  of  North  Carolina  shall  see  fit 
to  elevate  to  high  places. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  having  placed 
conformity  to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
it  remains  to  be  considered  what  is  my  alterna- 
tive course.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consult  the  sug- 
gestions of  impassioned  personal  pride,  I  should 
certainly  resign.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat 
from  a  difficulty  or  danger  than  to  encounter  it, 
and  abide  the  issue.  When  a  man  gets  into  a 
political  difficulty,  tho  shades  of  private  life 
have  many  attractive  charms,  and  upon  them 


he  is  apt  to  cast  a  wishful  eye.  For  my  part, 
I  acknowledge  that  I  feel  myself  in  a  political 
difficulty,  from  which  I  would  willingly  retreat, 
if  I  might  do  so  with  propriety.  But  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  duty  simply,  and  not  of  choice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign,  it  is  my  duty  to 
remain  here.  One  or  the  other  Is  clearly  obli- 
gatory upon  me  ;  and  which,  is  the  question  ? 
As  I  said  before,  had  these  resolutions  been 
couched  in  the  language  of  command,  obedi- 
ence or  resignation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I  accepted  the  trust  I  now  hold,  under  the  full 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  me  here  expect- 
ed me  to  obey  instructions  when  received,  or 
resign.  Such  is  the  creed  of  the  political  party 
that  elected  me,  and  I  should  disappoint  their 
expectations  if  I  refused  to  act  upon  that  prin- 
ciple ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treachery  to  them  if,  upon  any  other 
ground  than  a  high  sense  of  duty,  I  surrendered 
the  post  to  which  they  have  assigned  me.  If 
the  Legislative  elections  in  Nortli  Carolina 
were  shortly  to  occur,  my  position  would  be 
clear  of  all  difficulty.  I  would  at  once,  at  the 
close  of  this  session,  return  back  to  the  people 
tho  trust  I  hold,  to  be  conferred  by  them  ac- 
cording to  their  pleasure.  But  in  the  long  in- 
terval to  ensue  before  another  election  in  that 
State,  very  calamitous  results  might,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, attend  an  immediate  resignation. 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  polit- 
ical struggle  is  now  going  on  in  tlie  land,  preg- 
nant, as  all  admit,  with  the  most  interesting 
consequences.  Each  party  is  full  of  hope,  and 
expects  victory  in  the  issue.  A  feather  may 
turn  tho  scale.  The  diminution  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a  slight  accession  on  the  other,  may 
decide  the  controversy.  And  shall  I  cast  in  a 
feather  into  the  scale  of  my  adversaries  ?  It  is 
my  duty  to  stand  here,  and  do  my  utmost  in 
advancement  of  those  principles  which  I  hold 
sacred.  It  is  my  duty,  if  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  keep  those  out  who  would  certainly  be 
sent  in  my  place.  I  know  there  are  many  men 
of  both  parties  in  North  Carolina  who  are  bet- 
ter qualified  than  myself  to  fill  this  station. 
But  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North  Carolina 
who  differ  with  me  in  political  opinion,  and 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  personal  respect, 
I  should  reluctantly  see  any  ono  here  at  the 
present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me  here, 
therefore,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  will 
maintain  my  post,  unless  driven  from  it  by 
some  paramount  principle,  and  that  I  do  not 
abandon  it  in  a  cowardly  manner,  upon  the 
occurrence  of  the  first  difficulty.  There  is  but 
one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  can 
be  for  a  moment  supposed  to  demand  my  resig- 
nation ;  and  that  is  the  doctrine  of  instruction. 
Upon  that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  fully  and 
ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon 
that  subject,  placed  in  a  situation  to  render  my 
resignation  a  duty  ?  Of  the  political  party  of 
which  a  majority  of  those  who  voted  for  these 
resolutions  constitute  a  part,  it  is  a  principle  < 
that  there  is  no  right  in  the  Legislature  to  in- 
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struct,  and,  consequently,  no  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Senator  either  to  obey  or  resign. 
No  complaint,  therefore,  can  be  made  by  them 
of  any  course  which  we  may  think  proper  to 
adopt.  Of  the  political  party  to  which  I  have 
been  attached,  the  creed  is  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Leigh's  celebrated  report  in  the  Yirginia  Leg- 
islature, and  in  the  uniform  practice  of  all  those 
Legislatures  who  have  attempted  any  efficient 
action  in  Federal  affairs.  In  the  document 
before  mentioned  it  is  said,  "  Senators  are  in- 
structed, and  Representatives  requested  ;  "  and 
it  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence of  language,  that  over  the  one  a  right  to 
command  is  claimed,  and  towards  the  other  the 
mere  tender  of  advice.  In  the  one  case,  they 
may  assume  to  declare  the  popular  will  in  the 
language  proper  to  the  expression  of  will — 
command;  and  when  so  expressed,  it  must 
stand  for  that  will,  whether  really  so  or  not. 
In  the  other,  their  command  does  not  stand  for 
the  popular  will,  and  the  responsibility  still 
rests  upon  the  Eepresentative  to  find  out  what 
it  is.  This  difference  of  language  has  been 
uniformly  used,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn, 
in  all  resolutions  adopted  .by  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States,  whenever  they  have  attempted 
any  direct  action  in  Federal  affairs.  They 
have  assumed  that  the  Legislature  is  recognized 
as  embodying  the  popular  will  of  the  State,  so 
far  as  Senators  are  concerned,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  language  appropi-iate  to  the 
utterance  of  wiU.  But  whenever  they  adopt 
only  such  language  as  they  may  with  propriety 
use  to  a  Eepresentative,  in  addressing  their 
Senators,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  more  opera- 
tive upon  the  one  than  the  other.  In  the  one 
case,  they  themselves  assume  the  responsibility, 
and  stand  between  the  Senator  and  the  people 
of  the  State.  In  the  other  they  do  not  under- 
take to  utter  the  public  will ;  but  while  they 
suggest,  leave  the  public  servant  to  judge  of 
that  will  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Such 
has  been .  the  obvious  understanding  of  all  the 
preceding  Legislatures  of  North  Carolina,  who 
have  undertaken  to  address  their  agents  in  this 
body.  From  their  earliest  action,  down  to 
1834,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  com- 
manding the  act  now  denounced  as  unconstitu- 
tional, and  dictated  by  party  servility,  they 
used  this  peculiar  phraseology.  Language  con- 
sists merely  of  the  signs,  which,  by  common 
consent,  have  been  received  as  representing 
particular  ideas.  Technical  language  frequently 
differs  from  common  language.  By  common 
consent,  the  word  instructions  has  received  a 
technical  signiiication,  when  used  in  an  address 
by  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  in 
Congress.  These  facts  were  all  known  to  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  which  passed 
the  resolutions  under  consideration.  Was, 
then,  the  omission  of  the  word  uniformly  used 
by  the  Legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  de- 
signed direct  action  upon  their  Senators,  an 
•  accidental  or  whimsical  omission  merely ;  and 
was  it  intended  or  believed  that  those  used 


would  be  coefficient  ?  I  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  that  it  was.  In  the  iirst  place  the  known 
belief  of  many  who  voted  for  these  resolutions, 
that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  instruct 
Senators,  and  consequently  that  there  is  no 
obligation  on  Senators  to  obey,  forbids  the  idea. 
They  could  not  have  intended  what  they  be- 
lieved they  had  no  right  to  do.  Such  a  sus- 
picion would,  I  am  persuaded,  do  them,  great 
injustice.  The  just  conclusion  is,  that  they  meant 
to  do  just  what  they  have  done — the  expression 
of  their  belief  that  public  opinion  is  what  they 
set  forth  in  those  resolutions  to  be  their  own 
opinions,  believing,  most  justly,  that  while  they 
had  no  right  to  command,  their  opinions  would 
be  most  respectfully  considered  by  their  Sen- 
ators. The  omission  of  the  word  instruction 
was  designed.  And  why?  Because  it  was 
well  known  that  a  peculiar  force  and  significa- 
tion was  attached  to  it,  and  an  operation  given 
to  it  which  they  did  not  approve,  and  therefore 
did  not  wish  to  sanction  by  its  use.  That  the 
omission  was  designed,  is  further  proven  by 
the  fact,  which  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  in 
both  Houses  a  proposed  amendment  by  its  in- 
sertion was  rejected.  But  to  place  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  myself  ad- 
dressed a  joint  letter  to  the  Legislature — ^not 
inquiring  what  effect  they  intended  their  reso- 
lutions to  have — not  implying  a  doubt  which 
we  did  not  entertain — but  openly  declaring 
what  we  firmly  believed,  that  we  should  not 
hold  them  as  instructions ;  at  the  same  time 
declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  resign,  should 
we  be  instructed.  This  letter  was  written  in 
the  most  perfect .  sincerity  and  good  faith.  I 
care  not  who  may  think  proper  to  question  it. 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  my  own  conscience 
for  my  truth.  But  it  is  also  known  to  friends 
here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  determination  to 
resign  if  my  construction  of  the  resolutions  was 
pronounced  erroneous.  It  was  not  so  pro- 
nounced. "We  received  no  answer  to  our  com- 
munication. The  vindication  of  my  sincerity 
in  addressing  that  letter,  therefore,  presents 
a  strong  consideration  against  resignation.  If  I 
resign  now,  it  may  be  justly  said  that  when  I 
wrote  my  letter  to  the  Legislature  I  considered 
these  resolutions  as  instructions,  in  the  face  of 
my  declaration  to  the  contrary,  and  am  now 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  my  conviction. 
I  still  think,  as  I  thought  then,  that  they  are 
not  instructions,  either  in  fact  or  according  to 
the  intention  of  most  of  those  who  voted  for 
them;  and  so  believing,  the  alternative  of 
obedience  or  resignation  is  not  presented  to  me. 
Is  there,  then,  any  obligation  upon  me  to  resign? 
Does  any  human  being  perceive  any?  Who 
can  point  it  out  ?  Perfect  obedience  is  out  of 
the  question.  It  follows,  then,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  for  the  present  it  is  my  duty  to  re- 
main here,  and,  while  I  do  not  treat  the  resolu- 
tions as  instructions,  I  will  show  them  all  due 
respect,  and  give  to  them  such  influence  over 
my  conduct  as  my  judgment  may  approve.  I 
have  said  that  had  the  Legislature  met  durmg 
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the  ensuing  year,  I  would  resign  at  the  close  of 
this  session ;  but  it  is  still  my  purpose  to  af- 
ford the  sovereign  people  of  North  Carolina  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  deciding  the  important 
question,  by  what  class  of  politicians  they 
choose  to  be  represented  in  this  body.  The 
Legislature,  at  its  first  biennial  session,  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  for  the  seat  I  fill 
a  Democrat  or  a  Federalist ;  one  who  thinks  it 
right  to  wipe  off  the  foul  and  unjust  stigma 
cast  upon  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  or  one 
who  is  for  perpetuating  it  through  all  genera- 
tions. This  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing,  under  a  fair  expression  of  popular  senti- 
ment, and  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
will  I  cheerfully  submit  the  issue. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that  these 
resolutions  were  neither  indecorous  nor  disre- 
spectful. [Mr.  Stkange  said  he  made  no  allu- 
sion to  disrespectful  language.]  Mr.  C.  said  he 
understood  at  least  one  of  the  Senators  to 
say  that  one  of  the  resolutions  was  disrespect- 
ful to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Beown  said  he  spoke 
of  one  of  the  resolutions ;  but,  emanating,  as 
they  did,  from  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  in 
no  possible  contingency  could  he  have  refused 
to  present  them.]  Mr.  C.  said,  if  there  was 
indecorum,  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  not  to  present  the  resolutions. 
[Mr.  Brown  said  there  was  a  very  marked  dif- 
ference between  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereign 
State  and  individuals,  on  this  subject.]  Mr.  C. 
said  he  was  not  aware  there  was  any  such  dis- 
tinction in  the  rules,  and  if  the  Legislature  of  a 
State  uses  disrespectful  language,  it  is  no  more 
to  be  received  than  if  it  were  from  a  private 
citizen.  But  the  Senators  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  complying  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature,  that  they  did  not  contain  the 
word  "  instruct."  He  thought  it  was  infinitely 
more  respectful  to  those  receiving  the  .instruc- 
tions, not  to  use  the  word  instruct.  Sir,  sup- 
pose I  say  to  my  man  Charles,  please  bring  me 
my  boots  or  shoes,  and  he  does  it  with  alacrity ; 
hut,  if  I  should  say,  Charles,  I  instruct  you  to 
bring  me  my  boots,  he  would  think  it  strange 
language,  and,  very  probably,  would  ask  me 
for  an  explanation.  Mr.  C.  said,  while  the 
Senators  expressed  their  disinclination  so 
strongly  to  obeying  these  instructions,  they 
seemed  altogether  to  overlook  that  there  was 
an  alternative  presented  to  them — that  of  resig- 
nation. 

Mr.  Steangb  replied,  that  he  certainly  felt 
much  indebted  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  for  the  advice  he  had  seen  proper 
to  volunteer  on  the  present  occasion.  But  it 
had  been  very  long  since  it  had  been  his  wont 
to  look  for  politicfi  information  from  that  quar- 
ter. On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  with  all  his  talents,  rather  as 
a  beacon  than  a  guide,  and  when  a  course  was 
indicated  by  him,  generally  considered  it  a 
reason  for  shunning,  rather  than  pursuing  it. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  considered  at  all 
remarkable,  if  his  suggestions,  on  the  present 


occasion,  should  have  but  little  weight.  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  say  that  he  considers  my 
complaint,  that  I  have  neither  favor  nor  justice 
to  expect  from  my  political  opponents,  a  little 
gratuitous.  No  man  knows  better  where  the 
shoe  pinches  than  he  who  wears  it.  The  Sen- 
ator knows  nothing  of  the  ground  upon  which 
this  complaint  is  made,  and  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratuitous  or  not. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  had  said,  that  sad  experience  had 
warned  him  not  to  expect  either  favor  or  jus- 
tice from  his  political  opponents — and  he  said 
so  truly.  And  now  that  the  Senator  had  some- 
what forced  it  upon  him,  ho  would  remark, 
that  no  man  had  shown  more  comity  or  defer- 
ence to  his  political  opponents  than  himself; 
and  yet  not  only  the  scurrilous  partisan  news- 
papers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  exchanged  the  courtesies  of  life, 
and  from  whom  he  had  parted  with  the  grasp 
of  friendship,  had  his  motives  been  assailed  and 
his  conduct  impeached.  With  such  facts  before 
him,  he  might  well  say  that  he  could  expect 
neither  favor  nor  justice  from  his  political  op- 
ponents. The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  said, 
with  an  unfairness  and  coarseness  which  he  had 
not  thought  altogether  becoming,  had  observed, 
that  in  remarking  upon  the  impracticability  of 
obedience,  he  (Mr.  S.)  and  his  colleague  seemed 
to  have  overlooked  another  alternative,  and 
that  was  resignation.  Now,  unless  the  Sena- 
tor's senses  were  less  acute  than  usual,  he  must 
have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  liim- 
self  to  declare  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in 
obedience  to  his  own  feelings,  he  would  resign ; 
but  that,  under  present  circumstances,  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  those  who  sent  him  here  com- 
pelled him  to  remain.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky then  takes  up  the  doctrine  of  instruction, 
and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  absence  of 
argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  us  from 
our  position  by  raillery  and  jest,  and  for  that 
purpose  parades  before  us  tliat  ever  favorite 
and  fertile  theme,  his  man  Charles,  and  enter- 
tains the  Senate  with  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  that  distinguished  personage.  But  his 
illustration  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
There  is  no  parity  between  the  relationship 
subsisting  between  the  sovereignty  of  a  State 
and  its  representative  upon  this  floor,  and  that 
between  the  Senator  and  his  slave.  He  was 
(said  Mr.  S.)  the  servant  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  the  slave  of 
.any  other  man.  He  served  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  discern,  in 
compliance  with  the  public  will ;  and  when  ho 
could  not  conscientiously  conform  to  that  will, 
he  would  resign.  Poor  Charles  had  no  such 
alternative.  If  the  Senator's  title  to  him  is 
good,  he  is  his  slave,  and  he  must  yield  obe- 
dience in  whatever  way  he  may  think  proper 
to  address  him:  he  cannot  resign.  Whether 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  able  to  perceive 
any  difi'erence  in  the  signification  of  certain 
terms,  is  a  matter  with  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
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nothing  to  do.  "When  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky spoke,  it  would  be  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  interpret  its  language ;  and  he 
(Mr.  S.)  would  be  very  far  from  indelicately 
obtruding  his  advice.  But  when  the  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  spoke  to  his  colleague 
and  himself,  it  belonged  to  them  to  interpret ; 
and  he  recognized  the  right  of  no  one  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

As  he  understood  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  North  Carolina,  they  recognized  a  difference 
between  instructions  and  other  language  used 
by  the  Legislature.  When  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  position,  he  came  into  it  with  a 
determination  to  act  conformably,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  the  popular  will,  the  principle  which 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  admitted  to  be 
correct ;  and  the  only  question  was,  what  was 
the  popular  will  ?  He  believed  a  part  of  the 
popular  will  in  North  Carolina  was,  that  when 
the  Legislature  instructed  a  Senator  to  vote  for 
or  against  a  particular  measure,  such  instruc- 
tion should  stand  with  him  for  the  popular  will, 
whatever,  in  truth,  the  popular  wiU  might  be  ; 
but  that,  when  not  instructed,  it  was  his  duty 
to  exercise  his  best  judgment,  and  ascertain, 
from  the  several  sources  within  his  reach,  what 
was,  upon  the  whole,  the  popular  will.  He 
believed,  therefore,  that  he  would  act  in  con- 
formity to  the  public  will  in  North  'Carolina, 
whenever  instructed  by  the  Legislature  either 
to  obey  or  resign ;  but  to  treat  every  thing  else 
coming  from  the  Legislature  as  merely  adviso- 
ry, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the 
popular  will.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  in- 
timates that  our  course  of  reasoning  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  even  if  the  word  instruct 
had  been  used,  we  should  have  been  at  liberty 
to  look  behind  this  legislative  declaration,  and 
ascertain  what  was,  in  fact,  the  popular  will. 
In  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  judgment,  the  reasoning  led 
to  no  such  result,  but  precisely  the  contrary. 
They  had  expressly  stated  that  they  believed 
it  to  be  the  popular  will  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Legislature  instructed,  such 
instructions  are  to  be  taken  as  the  popular  will, 
and  acted  upon  as  such ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
such  instructions,  the  Senator  must,  at  his  own 
peril,  ascertain  that  will. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  conclusion, 
rather  ungenerously,  as  he  thought,  chided  him 
and  his  colleague  for  not  bringing  forward  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was 
under  discussion.  If  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  tax  his  recollection,  he  would  find, 
that  at  this  session  of  Congress,  upon  every 
test  question  upon  the  graduation  bill,  both  his 
colleague  and  himself  had  voted  against  it. 
As  he  had  said  before,  he  should  always  vote 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  his  State,  so  far 
as  he  could  understand  them,  when  they  did 
not  conflict,  in  his  judgment,  with  any  great 
principle  which  he  had  no  right  to  disregard. 
Last  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
under  (as  he  now  thought)  a  mistaken  impres- 


sion, that  public  sentiment  in  North  Carolina! 
if  not  in  favor  of  it,  was  at  least  quiescent- 
But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a '  year  when  he 
could  not  look  back  and  say,  "  I  am  wiser  this 
year  than  I  was  last."  He  was  now  inclined 
to  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
should  therefore  unhesitatingly  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  rising  to  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  who,  with  his  ac- 
ciistomed  delicacy,  had,  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  presented  himself  before  that  body,  to 
arraign  the  course  of  his  colleague  and  himself, 
said:  That,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he 
should  protest  against,  and  peremptorily  chal- 
lenge, the  right  of  the  Senator  to  interfere  in  a 
question  purely  between  themselves  and  their 
constituents.  What  right  had  that  Senator  to  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  authority  thus  attempted 
to  be  exercised  by  him  ?  From  whom  did  he 
derive  his  authority  ?  Where  were  his  creden- 
tials ?  Who  had  constituted  him  their  attor- 
ney, in  fact,  thus  to  arraign  the  course  of 
members  on  this  floor  ? 

Having  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  thus  emphati- 
cally to  except  to  the  assumed  power  of  the 
Senator,  and  considering  that  he  had  been  fair- 
ly ousted  of  the  jurisdiction  that  he  had  sought 
to  assert,  he  would  now  go  a  step  further,  and 
say  that  he  should  peremptorily  decline,  from 
high  considerations  of  what  was  due  to  himself 
and  his  own  rights,  to  notice  any  of  the  topics 
introduced  by  him,  or  to  join  issue  with  him  on 
any  one  of  the  questions  which  he  seeks  to 
raise,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  discharging 
our  duties  as  members  of  this  body.  If,  how- 
ever, he  had  considered  it  incumbent  on  him- 
self to  refuse  to  join  issue  with  the  Senator  on 
any  of  the  topics  raised  by  him,  yet  there  were 
some  other  things  which  it  was  his  purpose  to 
say  to  him  before  he  concluded  his  remarks. 

In  the  first  place,  his  constituents  would  no 
doubt  feel  exceedingly  obliged  to  that  gentle- 
man, whose  political  course  had  long  been  dis- 
tinguished for  its  peculiar  devotion  to  Southern 
interests,  for  having  volunteered,  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  to  appear  as  the  champion  of  their 
rights.  The  friends  of  the  great  right  of  in- 
struction wiU,  no  doubt,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  learn  with  no  little  surprise  that  the 
Senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  eulogist ! 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
now  assuming  to  pronounce,  with  oracular  cer- 
tainty and  authority,  the  trne  doctrines  of  the 
right  of  instruction !  How  long,  he  would  ask, 
had  it  been  since  that  gentleman  had  entitled 
himself  to  become  its  teacher  and  expounder  ? 
Was  it  from  the  eminent  services  rendered  by 
him  to  its  principles,  when  instructions  were 
coming  from  a  majority  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  to  their  Senators  on  this  floor,  directing 
them  to  sustain  the  late  Administration  in  the 
mighty  conflict  then  waging  against  it  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  political 
party  acting  in  concert  with  it  ?    Who  does  not 
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remember  that  gentleman's  course  on  that 
most  important  occasion  ?  A  majority  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  believing  that  a  great 
crisis  in  our  public  affairs  had  arrived,  sent  res- 
olutions here  to  their  Senators,  instructing  them 
directly  and  peremptorily — not  resolutions  so 
framed  as  to  be  in  effect  fraudulent  in  regard 
to  that  great  right,  but  resolutions  commanding 
their  Senators,  in  terms  plain  and  unequivocal, 
ft)  carry  out  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator 
then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindica- 
tor ?  Did  he  exhort  the  large  number  of  his 
political  friends,  then  boldly  violating  and  de- 
fying positive  instructions,  to  respect  that  great 
doctrine  ?  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  his  course  was  far 
otherwise.  We  then  heard  daily  anathemas 
from  his  political  friends  against  instructions ; 
the  popular  voice  was  scouted,  although  it  had 
been  expressed  in  some  instances  twice  or  thrice 
to  some  of  the  gentleman's  friends,  in  the  shape 
of  positive  commands,  and,  standing  foremost 
among  those  who  animated  them  to  resist  the 
will  of  their  constituents,  and  exhorted  them  to 
unyielding  firmness  in  that  course,  was  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he 
now  undertakes  to  become  a  lecturer  to  others 
on  the  great  principle  of  instruction ! 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given 
in  this  body,  during  the  famous  panic  session, 
to  the  instructions  sent  by  the  patriotic  State 
,  of  New  Hampshire,  to  her  Senators,  the  first 
movement  of  the  kind,  directing  them  to  vote 
for  expunging  thecondemnatory  sentence  against 
President  Jaclcson,  and  to  sustain  his  adminis- 
tration against  the  war  then  waged  by  the  Op- 
position party,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  The  able  Eepublican  Senator,  who 
presented  them,  was  assailed  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  his  State  insulted,  and  even  the  common 
courtesy  of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion was  refused  by  the  political  friends  of  the 
Senator,  who  then  held  the  power  in  this  body. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  he  demanded,  could 
a  political  party,  who  had  trampled  on  the 
right  of  instruction,  scorned  and  contemned  the 
pnbhc  wiU,  by  the  most  high-handed  outrages, 
whenever  and  wherever  they  had  possessed 
power,  with  what  propriety  could  they  re- 
proach others,  in  regard  to  their  course,  when 
no  instructions  had  been  given  them  ? 

His  constituents  would,  'no  doubt,  be  exceed- 
ingly obliged  for  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  in 
their  affairs,  who  had  been  conspicuously  asso- 
ciated as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  what 
was  familiarly  known,  in  this  country,  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Coalition  Administration." 
Judging, from  their  past  sentiments  in  regard  to 
it,_  he  did  not  believe  that  they  possessed,  at 
this  time,  any  very  strong  desire  to  witness  its 
restoration  to  power  in  any  shape.  If  one 
member  of  that  bygone  administration  had  a 
right  to  interfere  in  their  affairs,  by  offering 
advice,  the  great  political  high  priest  himself 
who  headed  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety, 
claim  to  offer  his.  And  where  now  is  the  head 
of  that  famous  administration,  and  what  are  his 


daily  occupations  ?  Fallen  from  what  was  due. 
to  the  dignity  of  his  former  station,  he  is 
almost  daily  engaged  in  the  disgusting  and 
wretched  pursuit  ot  Abolition  agitation! 

AVhere,  Mr.  B.  would  ask,  were  t\i&  political 
friemk  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  re- 
sided north  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honor- 
able exceptions,  to  be  found  on  that  question  ? 
The  great  mass  of  them  were  found,  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  in  the  Legislative  halls 
of  their  respective  States,  pursuing  a  course  in 
direct  hostility  to  the  South.  There  was  not 
a  State  Legislature  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  political  friends  of  that  Senator  had 
obtained  power,  unless  in  those  where  slavery 
existed,  that  resolutions  attacking  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  South  on  the  vitally  impor- 
tant question  of  slavery  had  not  passed !  And 
he  it  said  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  North,  who  have  been  so 
scandalously  calumniated  by  most  of  the  Fed- 
eral presses  of  the  South,  on  that  question,  that 
while  their  Senators  and  Representatives,  in 
almost  an  entire  body,  have  sustained  our  just 
rights  in  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  there 
is  not  a  single  State  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  Democratic  party  have  had  tfee  power 
in  its  Legislature,  that  they  have  not,  in  the 
noble  spirit  of  justice  and  union,  passed  resolu- 
tions stvoTigly  sustaining  the  rights  of  their  sis- 
ter confederate  States  of  the  South ! 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate 
his  views  of  the  right  of  instruction,  referred 
to  his  own  servant,  and  his  obligations  to  obey 
his  commands,  when  given  by  him.  In  allud- 
ing to  his  remarks  on  this  subject,  it  was  no 
part  of  his  purpose  (said  Mr.  B.  )  to  join  issue 
with  him,  and  to  debate  that  point,  as  he  in- 
tended carefully  to  preserve  the  ground  taken 
at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  not  to  admit,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  his  jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  joining  issue  with  him  on  any  question 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  raise ;  but  he 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee 
manner,  by  asking  another  question.  Let  us 
suppose  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  a  servant  who  desir- 
ed occupation,  had  applied  three  several  times 
to  a  farmer  or  planter  for  employment,  and 
that  that  farmer  or  planter  had  three  times, 
either  from  a  supposed  want  of  honesty  or  skill 
in  the  applicant,  in  pretty  plain  and  posi- 
itive  language,  rejected  his  importunities  to 
enter  his  service :  what  would  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under 
such  circumstances,  could  venture  a  fourth  im- 
portunity ?  He  thought  this  very  like  the  case 
of  a  distinguished  individual,  who  had  present- 
ed himself  three  times  to  the  American  people 
to  be  employed  in  a  certain  high  station,  and 
who  had  been  three  times  signally  rejected; 
and,  if  public  rumor  was  now  to  be  credited, 
was  again  prepared  for  a  fourth  rebuff  by  the 
popular  voice. 

Again,  Mr.  B.  said,  his  constituents  would,  no 
doubt,  feel  and  appreciate  adefeuce,  coming  from 
a  gentleman  whose  almost  entire  public  course, 
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for  a  series  of  years,  had  been  directly  at  war 
■witli  their  rights  and  interests ;  a  Senator  whose 
miscalled  American  system,  until  thrown  off  by 
determined  resistance,  had,  for  a  series  of  years, 
impoverished  and  desolated  the  South,  oppress- 
ed her  citizens,  and  almost  ruined  her  com- 
merce ;  a  Senator,  whose  favorite  system  of 
policy  he  declared  most  solemnly,  in  his  opinion, 
had  aimed  a  more  fatal  blow  at  the  constitution, 
and  Union  of  the  States,  than  any  other  and  all 
other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  our 
glorious  confederacy  to  their  very  foundations ; 
and  which  had  created,  and,  he  feared,  had  es- 
tablished those  dangerous  sectional  prejudices 
and  feelings  which  were  destined  to  endure  too 
long  for  the  harmony  and  safety  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
due  to  himself  and  to  the  occasion,  and  due  to 
the  interference  which  his  remarks  were  in- 
tended to  repel. 


Thuesdat,  January  10. 

Graduation  Bill. 

• 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  reduction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Mr.  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  to  limit  the  reduc- 
tion to  lands  only  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  the  quantities  of  80,  160, 
and  320  acres,  according  to  the  rate  of  reduc- 
tion, and  further  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  after  1840  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Olat  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Mr.  Bttohanan  addressed  the  Senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  as  at  present  amended ;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
amendments,  and  they  were  rejected — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  and  Tip- 
ton—13. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  BroTro,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  of  Miss.,  Wright,  and  Young — 29. 

Mr.  Benton  then  submitted  the  fifty  cent 
clause  of  Mr.  Clay's  amendment — to  permit 
actual  settlers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  years,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  quantity  being  limited  to  eighty  acres  for 
each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay  of 
Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Foster,  Ful- 


ton, King,  Linn;  Lumpldn,  Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  In- 
diana, Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  Young — 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Knight,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Eobbins,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  and  Wright — 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed  as  at 
present  amended,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


Ttjesdat,  January  15. 
Graduation  of  the  Price  of  the  Puhlio  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  came  up  as  the 
unfinished  business;  and  after  a  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Bayaed,  Eobhtson, 
and  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  took  part,  the  question 
was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  aflirma- 
tive — yeas  27,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young 
— 27. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles, Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Talhnadge, 
Wail,  and  Williams  of  Maine — 22. 


Thuesdat,  January  17. 
Graduation  Bill. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  came 
up  on  its  third  reading,  Messrs.  Clay,  Cal- 
houn, Buchanan,  Niles,  Benton,  and  Kma 
addressed  the  Senate,  and  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bOl  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Qay 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young 
—27. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rug- 
gles, Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Talhnadge, 
Wall,  and  Williams  of  Maine — 22. 


TnnBSDAY,  January  24. 

Proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 
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Jlesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  any,  and  if 
any,  how  much,  would  have  been  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  if  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate 
for  a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  granting 
land  to  certain  States,"  which  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  been  acted  upon  up  to  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1839. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  his  reason  for  of- 
fering this  resolution  was  apparent.  A  resolu- 
tion had  passed  the  Senate,  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  for  information  as  to  the  amount  that 
would  have  been  distributed  to  each  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  under  the  distribution  land 
bill,  which  was  vetoed  by  President  Jackson, 
had  that  bill  become  a  law.  An  answer  to  that 
resolution  had  been  received,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  sum  that  would  have  been  dis- 
tributed was  fifty-seven  and  a  half  miDions  of 
dollars.  Now  he  wished  also  to  ascertain  what 
BOW  would  he  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury  had 
that  distribution  taken  place. 

Mr.  NoEVBLL  rose  to  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity presented  by  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  had  fallen,  in  the  table  which  he  had 
furnished  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  which  were  proposed  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  States  by  the  bill  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  which 
received  the  veto  of  President  Jackson  in  1833. 
The  Commissioner  had  stated  that  certain  sums 
under  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  proposed 
for  the  new  States  in  that  bill,  and  certain 
specified  sums  under  the  general  distribution 
proposed  by  it,  would  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas.  If  he  remembered 
rightly,  not  a  cent  would  have  been  received 
under  that  bUl  by  either  Michigan  or  Arkansas. 
They  were  at  that  period  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  No  participation  was  allowed 
to  them  in  that  bill.  It  depended  upon  the 
Bubsequent  pleasure  of  Congress,  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  another  law,  whether  Michigan  or  Ar- 
kansas, would  each  have  received  any  portion  of 
the  moneys  which  were  to  be  distributed,  if  that 
bill  had  become  a  law.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  make  this  statement  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  constituents  at  home. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  till 
to-morrow. 

Salt  Butt/. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  abolish  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowances  dependent  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  support  of  the  bill ;  after  which, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thtjesdat,  January  24. 
Financial  Statement — Expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ Comparative  and  Actual — Increase  of 
Expenditure — Causes    of  it — Difference  be- 
tween Expenses  for  the  Support  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  Extraordinaries. 
Mr.  Oambeeleno,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make 
a  report,  containing  at  large  the  views  of  that 
committee  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
generally;    and  said  that  the  committee  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  should  Congress 
authorize  the  usual  amount  of  new  appropria- 
tions, and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  forti- 
fications, harbors,  &c.,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  provide  five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasury, 
in  addition  to  all  resources  and  receipts  exist- 
ing or  contemplated. 

[The  report  having  been  made,  it  was  read  as  fol- 
lows, and  afterwards  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed.] 

Our  Federal  expenditures  have  been  rapidly, 
though  irregularly,  increasing,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time.  The  fluctuations  appear  to  have 
been  simultaneous  with  an  increasing  or  decreasing 
revenue — an  overflowing  Treasury  uniformly  pro- 
ducing a  sudden  augmentation  of  our  appropria- 
tions. Independent,  however,  of  such  occasional 
extravagance,  it  was  natural  to  anticipate,  especially 
in  the  first  half  century  of  its  existence,  a  steady 
increase  in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  expendi- 
tures of  a  Government  which  had  no  such  establish- 
ments at  its  origin ;  and  particularly  in  a  country 
which  has,  in  so  short  a  period,  doubled  the  num- 
ber of  States  in  the  Confederacy,  enlarged  its  boun- 
dary of  settlement  to  near  five  times  its  extent  in 
1790,  increased  its  population  from  less  than  four 
to  near  seventeen  millions,  and  extended  its  post 
routes  from  1,875  to  near  135,000  miles. 

Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 
an  occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  have 
very  largely  and  unavoidably  increased  the  amount 
of  our  annual  appropriations  for  a  few  years  past ; 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  and  wars  have 
amounted,  within  a  few  years  past,  to  about  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  of  their  lands, 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, were  unavoidably  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  however  it  might  afiect  the 
various  tribes.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  their 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  removal.  The 
addition  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the  Union,  em- 
bracing within  their  boundaries  most  of  these  tribes, 
made  it  necessary,  especiaUy  in  latter  years,  to  pur- 
chase their  lands,  in  order  to  advance  civilization ; 
to  remove  obvious  obstructions  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  country  ;  to  prevent  collision, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  our  States  and  Territories  from  Indian 
depredations.  These  purchases  have  also  been 
founded,  almost  exclusively,  upon  compacts  formed 
with  some  States  more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  on 
our  implied  obligation  to  other  States ;  and  on  res- 
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olutions  and  appropriations  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, extending  through  every  administration  of 
the  Government.  They  were,  moreover,  justifiable 
on  mere  financial  grounds.  By  referring  to  the 
documents  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have 
acquired  by  Indian  treaties,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miUiona  of  acres. 
There  now  remains,  of  unbought  Indian  lands,  less 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  No  extraordinary 
expenditure  can,  therefore,  be  hereafter  anticipated 
for  this  object,  nor  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be 
such  extravagant  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for 
Indian  wars,  owing  to  the  removal  of  almost  all  the 
tribes,  and  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations  in 
Florida,  but  principally  to  the  recent  increase  of 
the  army.  One-half  of  the  amount  expended  in 
these  wars  has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  arising  from  suddenly  calling  into 
the  field  numerous  bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  do  in  consequence  of 
the  inadequate  force  of  the  regular  army.  The 
increase  of  that  force  will  enable  Government,  in 
some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  calls  in  future ; 
and  many  millions  in  our  annual  expenditures 
will  be  saved  by  preventing  Indian  depi-edations, 
and  promptly  suppressing  them  when  they  may 
occur. 

Owing  to  appropriations  of  the  character  referred 
to,  and  to  others  which  will  be  noticed,  there  is  a 
very  considerable  apparent  increase  of  the  Federal 
expenditures  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  appropria- 
tions for  1838,  including  those  under  permanent 
acts,  amounted  to  about  thirty-eight  miUions  of 
dollars.  In  comparing  these  with  the  expenditures 
in  1829,  the  following  items  will  be  found  in  the 
former  which  were  not  in  the  latter,  viz : 

For  preventing  and  suppress- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  $1,000,000 
The  same,  and  for  the 

Cherokee  treaty,  6,'740,000 

Eemoval  of  In- 
dians, annu- 
ities, &c.,       13,060,000 
Do.    do.   in    1829, 

only  420,000 

2,640,000 

$10,380,000 


For  appropriations  for  the  Post  OfBce, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  until  and 
since  1836,  as  these  expenses  are 
paid  out  of  the  postages,        -        -  $4,560,000 

For  the  protection  of  the  Northern  fron- 
tier,      -        -  -  -        625,000 

For  a  nominal  item  in  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  being  a  mere  transfer 
of  an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy  to  the  years  1839  and  1840,       1,500,000 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  almost 
every  branch  of  expenditure,  but  princi- 
pally in  the  following : 
The  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions in  1838,  were  $2,058,500 
Do.   do.  under  permanent 
acts,          -         -        -  1,360,000 


17,066,000 


Total  expenditures  in 
1829,    revolutiona- 
ry, -  $'764,492 
Do.  do.  do.  other,   186,102 


949,694 


Harbors,  &c.,  appropriations 

in  1838,     -        -        -  1,536,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  -  605,000 


2,458,906 


Congressional  expenses,  ap- 
propriations in  1838,  owing, 
in  part,  to  the  long  session,      982,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  -        -      467,000 


1,030,000 


515,000 


Light-houses,   appropriations 

in  1838,  -  663,000 

Expenditures  in  1829,  -      291,600 

371,500 

In   Executive,  Territorial,  judicial   and 
miscellaneous  expenditures,  880,000 


$22,320,406 


3,408,600 


Our  naval  and  military  expenses  have  been  great- 
er since  1829 ;  the  former  owing,  in  part,  to  the 
uncertainty,  at  one  time,  of  our  relations  with 
France,  and  the  latter  to  Indian  wars.  But  our  ex- 
penditures have  been,  since  then,  increased  in 
every  branch  by  an  augmentation  of  the  amount  of 
commercial  credit,  which  adds  to  the  cost  of  all  our 
supplies. 

In  examining  into  our  expenditures,  there  will 
be  found,  in  many  of  them,  much  abuse  requiring 
reform.  Two  branches  do  not  come  annually  un- 
der the  consideration  of  Congress — the  expendi- 
tures for  the  Post  Ofiioe  service,  and  the  expenses 
of  collecting  our  revenue.  The  former,  not  being  a 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasury,  (except  for  the 
expenses  of  the  General  Post  Office,)  are  regulated 
by  the  income  from  postages,  which  are  annually 
increasing  the  number  of  our  routes  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  Of  the 
immense  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  increase 
in  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  It  was  not, 
probably,  more  than  100,000  miles  in  1790 ;  846,468 
in  1793;  as  late  as  1803  it  was  but  3,504,800;  it 
is  now  34,580,202  miles.  Though  not  a  charge 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bound,  as  the 
trustee  of  the  fund,  to  see  that  it  is  administered 
with  economy,  in  order  that  our  mail  routes  may 
be  extended  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  Union. 
It  has  been,  accordingly,  the  subject  of  investiga- 
tion ;  the  Department  has  been  reorganized,  and 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  administered.  There  is 
charged  upon  this  fund,  for  the  service  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  $5,100,000.  If  it  is  designed  that  this 
important  establishment  should  support  itself,  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expenditures  for  the  offices  throughout  the  Union 
and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  by  charging  the  for- 
mer upon  the  fund  of  the  Department,  and  the  lat- 
ter upon  the  Treasury. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  from  cus- 
toms amounted,  in  the  first  ten  years  after  1789,  to 
about  $293,000  annually ;  for  the  last  ten,  ending 
31st  December,  1837,  to  $1,232,000;  it  is  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half.  By  referring  to  the 
table  of  tonnage,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
tonnage  entered  from  abroad  has  increased  from 
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605,000  tons  in  1190  to  2,065,000  tons  in  1837. 
The  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  was  in  1829 
$1,013,000,  and  in  1837  11,492,000.  The  tonnage 
entered  from  abroad  was  1,003,000  in  1829,  and 
2,065,000  tons  in  1837.  The  annual  amount  of 
revenue  is  no  criterion  of  the  expense  of  collection, 
because,  although  we  have  rehnquished  the  duty 
on  more  than  half  of  our  importations,  'the  great 
increase  in  this  branch  of  trade  creates  a  necessity 
for  an  increased  number  of  inspectors.  We  bare 
also,  of  late  years,  introduced  many  very  compli- 
cated provisions  in  our  tariff  laws,  and  added  to  the 
expense  of  collection.  But  a  part  of  this  increase 
is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not  limiting, 
from  time  to  time,  the  number  of  oificers  to  be 
employed,  and  in  permitting  the  collectors  to  pay 
the  whole  expense  of  our  custom-houses  out  of  the 
revenue  received,  without  even  transferring  it  to 
the  public  Treasury.  Had  Congress  periodically 
limited  the  number  of  our  ofScers,  directed  the  col- 
lectors to  pay  all  the  .money  received  by  them  into 
the  Treasury,  required  annual  estimates,  and  made 
specific  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other  branches 
of  the  public  service,  it  would  have  operated  as  a 
sensible  check  on  the  extravagance  of  some  of  our 
collectors. 

Although  the  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirectly 
connected  with  the  question  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  it  without  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  fact  disclosed  in  the  ta- 
ble annexed,  that  while  the  American  tonnage  en- 
tered from  abroad  increased  from  872,949  in  1829, 
to  1,299,720  tons  in  1837,  the  foreign  tonnage  rose 
from  130,743  to  765,703  tons  in  the  same  period — 
a  result  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  our  unwise 
taxes  on  navigation,  and  to  an  abuse  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  their  ships  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
slowly  to  undermine  the  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  Legislative  expenses  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment for  the  first  ten  years  were  annually,  on  an 
average,  about  $171,000;  the  appropriations  for 
the  year  1838  were  $982,000.  A  part  of  this  has 
arisen  from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
of  Congress ;  but  the  most  extravagant  increase 
has  occurred  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  these  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  $10,000  annually ;  while  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  past  year  were  $373,960.  Although 
under  the  immediate  observation  and  exclusive 
control  of  Congress,  there  is  no  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service  where  there  has  been  more  abuse  and 
extravagance.  Thousands  of  documents,  in  many 
instances  of  no  importance,  are  annually  printed ; 
and  the  contingent  funds  of  the  two  Houses  have 
been,  for  some  years  past,  charged  with  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  members  with  books.  There 
las  been,  and  remains  to  be  paid,  on  two  contracts 
alone  of  this  character,  $781,023  37,  not  only  to 
supply  those  who  are  actually  in  Congress,  but 
others  who  have  not  been  members  for  many  years 
past.  Should  such  expenditures  be  continued,  this 
will  very  soon  become  an  important  item  ;  and  in 
any  event,  a  large  amount  will  still  be  required  to 
fulfil  contracts  for  books  in  no  manner  belonging  to 
tbe  legitimate  contingencies  of  either  House  of 
Congress. 

•  The  expenditures  of  the  Executive  Departments 
were,  in  the  ten  years  after  specific  appropriations 
were  made,  about  $195,000  annually;  the  appro- 
priation for  1838  was  $795,000.    This  item  has 


steadily  increased  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  various  establishments,  requiring  Executive 
agency  and  superintendence.  Something  would 
probably  be  saved  if  there  were  one  contingent 
fund  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary,  for  all  the 
ofiices  of  each  Department.  Our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  accounts,  too,  was  established  many  years 
ago  ;  and  a  more  judicious  organization  of  the  De- 
partments might  introduce  greater  simplicity  and 
economy.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  a 
uniform  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  public  expen- 
diture, while  we  continue  to  multiply  our  laws  at 
every  session,  which  must  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  Executive  Departments ;  and  while  we  rapidly 
increase,  as  we  have  done  of  late,  the  number  of 
resolutions  in  both  Houses,  calling  for  information, 
and  frequently  involving  great  labor  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  the  Executive  Departments 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  inconsid- 
erable, or  did  not  exist  at  all,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — such  as  those  for  the 
Mint,  Territorial  Governments,  the  coast  survey, 
arming  and  equipping  militia,  the  public  lands,  and 
public  buildings.  These,  which  in  early  legislation 
were  quite  unimportant,  now  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion annually. 

The  expense  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  ten 
years  after  specific  appropriations  were  made,  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,000  annually  ; 
the  appropriation  for  1838  was  $484,000.  The  in- 
creased expense  for  the  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  might  have  been  anticipated. 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  has  increased  from  about  $30,000  to  $342,000, 
which  is  the  estimate  for  the  present  year.  In  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  reform  seems  to  be 
required.  While  the  clerks  of  our  courts  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  judges,  and  the  fees  of  the  former 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  annually  than  the 
salaries  of  the  latter,  the  appointing  power  may  be 
tempted  to  participate  in  the  profits  of  the  clerk- 
ship, and  to  sanction  the  most  exorbitant  charges. 
The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attorneys  ought 
to  be  more  precisely  regulated  by  law,  and  the 
clerks  ought  not  to  be  appointed  by  the  judges. 

The  expenses  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  early  years  to  about  $50,000 
annually  ;  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  is 
$266,484.  This  expenditure  was  considerably  aug- 
mented by  the  revolutions  in  what  was  formerly  de- 
nominated Spanish  America.  The  estimate  for  the 
present  year  is  not,  however,  so  great  as  the  ex- 
penditure for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  irregular  in  early  years,  but 
all  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  ten 
years  amounted  to  less  than  $32,000  annually ;  the 
estimates  for  1839  amount  to  $866,960,  including 
some  appropriations  not  for  current  expenses.^  This 
increase  is  owing  almost  exclusively  to  annuities  and 
stipulations  under  treaties  with  the  Indians  entered 
into  since  1789. 

Having  no  military  establishment  worthy  of  no- 
tice at  the  origin  of  the  Government,  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  branch  of  the  public  service  have  of 
course  increased.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
settled  area  of  the  United  States  has  increased,  ac- 
cording to  the  calculations  of  a  scientific  engineer,  in 
the  ratio  of  210,575  in  1790,  to  1,013.664  in  1839, 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  extent  of  our 
present  boundaries ;  and  we  may  well  doubt,  not- 
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withstanding  the  recent  increase  of  the  army,  whether 
it  will  ultimately  be  found  adequate  to  protect  all 
our  extensive  frontiers. 

Although  we  have  been  more  liberal  in  our  naval 
appropriations,  that  establishment  still  bears  an  un- 
important rank  in  comparison  with  that  of  every 
other  maritime  nation.  The  improvement  in  steam 
navigation,  however,  seems  to  promise  a  revolution 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime  war,  which  may 
render  this  difference  of  less  importance  as  it  regards 
existing  navies,  and  may  require  new  and  consider- 
able expenditures  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
which  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  appropriations  for  roads  in  1838  were  |540,- 
000.  There  was  no  such  Federal  expenditures  in 
early  years. 

In  the  expenses  for  light-houses  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase,  especially  within  the  last  two 
years.  The  annual  amount  expended  in  the  first  ten 
years,  including  the  maintenance  of  the  establish- 
ment, was  less  than  $35,000.  For  many  years  past 
it  was  less  than  $300,000  annually ;  but  in  1837  it 
was  suddenly  increased  to  $1,220,019,  and  included 
$921,964  for  new  light-houses,  &c.  In  1838  the  ap- 
propriations amounted  to  $663,8'73.  The  estimate 
merely  for  maintaining  the  existing  light-houses  in 
the  year  1839,  amounts  to  $394,000.  The  appropri- 
ations for  new  works  of  this  kind  were  authorized 
without  proper  examinations,  and  much  money  has 
been  wasted  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  Two 
years  ago  Congress  directed  such  examinations  to  be 
made  before  any  new  work  should  be  commenced. 
The  ofScers  reported  in  favor  of  suspending  the  ap- 
propriations for  thirty-one  of  the  number  of  works 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1837.  There  is  a  largo 
amount  now  remaining  unexpended  in  this  branch 
of  the  service. 

The  expenditures  for  fortifications  were  irregular  in 
the  first  years ;  but  from  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $108,000.  The  appropriations  for  1838 
amounted  to  $1,015,000 ;  and  the  estimates  for  1839, 
$1,269,100.  This  part  of  the  national  defence  is  still  in 
a  very  incomplete  state.  The  improvement  in  steam 
batteries  within  a  few  years  past  ren-ders  it,  however, 
a  question  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  it  will  not  also 
produce  an  entire  revolution  in  the  plan  of  harbor 
defence ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  most  judicious 
for  the  present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  the 
armament  of  the  fortifications  we  have  finished,  and 
await  the  result  of  future  experiments  which  will  be- 
come necessary  to  ascertain  whether  floating  steam 
batteries  are  not  superior  to  stationary  fortifications 
in  guarding  the  entrance  into  and  in  defending  har- 
bors. There  are  other  reasons  for  suspending  new 
appropriations  for  1839.  Those  existing  were  not 
made  until  the  7th  July  last,  and  the  act  directed 
that  one-half  of  the  amount  should  be  expended  in 
the  present  year ;  and  there  remained  undrawn  from 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January,  $704,369  66,  be- 
sides the  balances  in  the  hands  of  our  disbursing 
officers.  Under  such  circumstances,  with  a  deficient 
revenue,  and  while  there  is  a  probability  that  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  plan  of  harbor  defence,  and  that 
the  public  money  may  hereafter  be  more  advanta- 
geously expended,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  add  $1,269,100  to  the  large 
amount  unexpended  and  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers. 

For  the  first  six-and-twenty  years  the  average 
amount  annually  paid  for  pensions  was  less  than 
$84,000.    As  late  as  1814  it  was  about  $90,000,  and 


in  1815  less  than  $70,000.  The  late  war  added 
about  $200,000  for  invalids,  and  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  had  died  of  wounds  received  in 
battle.  The  whole  pension  roll  of  the  United  States 
arising  from  the  Revolutionary,  Indian,  and  British 
wars,  did  not  then  exceed  $300,000  annually.  The 
appropriations  for  pensions  in  the  present  year  amount 
to  $2,500,000 ;  to  which  are  to  be  added  the  perma- 
ment  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  and  unexpended 
appropriations  amounting  to  $741,000,  making  an 
aggregate  for  pensions  in  1839  of  $4,241,000 ;  and 
we  have  now  charged  upon  the  public  Treasury  42,- 
600  pensioners.  A  bill  was  passed  at  the  last  session, 
without  debate,  and  approved  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  which  draws  from  the  Treasury  in  the  pres- 
ent year  $1,372,000;  and  there  are  three  general 
pension  bills  now  pending  in  the  House,  which  would, 
if  adopted,  probably  double  the  annual  amount  ap- 
propriated for  pensions. 

This  result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  framers  of  our  con- 
stitution. The  claims  of  our  revolutionary  soldiers 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  services  and 
sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
we  had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  violate 
our  contracts  with  them.  In  their  case  we  were 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  usage  when 
our  means  were  ample  to  indemnify  them.  Pen- 
sions to  invalids  and  to  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  are  killed  or  who  die  of  wounds 
received  in  battle,  form  a  part  of  the  contract, 
where  such  laws  exist,  between  the  Government 
and  the  soldier.  But  in  granting  pensions,  as 
we  have  done,  in  cases  where  the  soldier  was 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  we  violated 
the  pension  principle,  and  charged  the  public 
Treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  representatives  of 
all  who  enlist  in  the  service  of  Government, 
whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  stipulated  for  their  services.  Prior 
to  1836  there  was  no  departure  from  the  ordinary 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  Revolutionary  soldiers ; 
but  in  that  year  provision  was  made  generally  for 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  the 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  whether  of 
wounds  or  not.  *  The  same  rule  was  extended  to 
the  navy  pension  fund,  which  will  be  very  soon 
destroyed  by  such  improvident  legislation.  Prior 
to  1837,  this  fund  was  amply  sufiicient  to  provide 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  had  been  killed  in  battle.  It  was 
invested  in  stocks,  and  amounted,  on  the  1st  March, 
1837,  to  $1,115,239  58:  it  is  now  reduced,  under 
the  operation  of  recent  laws,  to  $293,363  09. 
Should  we  have  no  reform  in  this  branch  of  legis- 
lation, it  will  be  difficult  to  anticipate  the  amount 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  this  expendi- 
ture. If  we  continue  to  grant  pensions  in  cases  of 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  represent- 
atives of  those  who  are  employed  in  the  military 
service,  and  to  all  in  the  naval  service,  we  shall 
soon  follow  the  example  of  some  monarchies,  and 
extend  our  pension  roll,  and  with  equal  justice,  to 
the  representatives  of  all  who  die  in  the  civil  em- 
ployments of  Government. 


*  Tho  act  of  18S6  did  not  include  all  wlio  died  in  the  mili- 
tary service,  after  the  20th  April,  1818,  but  embraced  militid, 
rangers,  sea-fencibles,  and  volunteers,  and  one  or  more  spe- 
cial acts  were  passed  establishing  tho  same  principle  as  to 
the  regular  army, 
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The  committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  to 
the  special  notice  of  the  House  the  heavy  and  rap- 
idly increasing  expenditures  upon  harbors  and 
riTcrs.  This  item  was  unknown  in  the  early  legisla- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government.  The  first  appro- 
priation was  made  in  1802  ;  but  prior  to  1816  only 
$36,449  had  been  expended  upon  two  works,  con- 
nected directly  and  indirectly,  with  navy  yards  and 
light-houses.  In  1816  and  1819  two  other  appro- 
priations were  made,  amounting  to  |34,000,  both 
connected  with  light-houses.  A  few  appropriations 
wore  made  in  1820_,  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  light-houses  and  navy  yards, 
amounting  altogether  to  $51,750;  and  in  1823  two 
harbor  surveys  were  authorized,  at  an  expense  of 
$330. 

After  we  had  adopted  the  policy  of  raising  more 
revenue  than  was  required  for  Federal  purposes, 
and  as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  this  was  one  of  the  new  branches 
of  expenditure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
contemplated  surplus.  Accordingly,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  iistory  of  our  legislation,  an  act 
was  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826,  "  for  im- 
proving certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  cer- 
tain rivers  and  creeks  ;  and  for  authorizing  surveys 
to  be  made  of  certain  bays,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
therein  mentioned."  On  the  2d  of  March,  182'7, 
this  was  followed  by  a  regular  annual  bill,  "to  au- 
thorize the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the  build- 
ing of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes."  These  ex- 
penditures immediately  increased,  in  1827,  to 
183,600;  in  1828,  to  |l21,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
1505,000.  In  1838,  the  appropriations  were  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estimates  for 
1839  amount  to  $1,713,000. 

The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated  for 
these  works  is  $8,919,043  66,  besides  canal  stocks, 
and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporations  of  this 
District  for  investments  in  the  same,  amounting  to 
$3,383,490 ;  making  an  aggregate  of  §12,302,533  66. 
The  estimates  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,650,842  21 ;  but,  judging  by  our  ex- 
perience as  to  former  estimates,  it  will  more  proba- 
bly require  ten  millions,  besides  the  cost  of  some 
of  the  most  expensive  works,  for  which  there  are 
no  estimates  at  all.  In  addition  to  this,  a  bill  is 
now  pending,  and  would  have  passed  the  House  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session  but  for  want  of  time, 
ifhich,  with  the  amendments,  embraced  appropri- 
ations for  new  works  amounting  to  near  a  million 
of  dollars,  and  involving  an  ultimate  expenditure 
of  probably  five  millions  more. 

In  1836  this  subject  was  investigated  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maine,)  on  the  10th  of  February.  That  report 
states  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  "a  real  ne- 
cessity for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  reform,  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  public  works  upon  the  same 
system  which  had,  of  late  years,  obtained  under  the 
Government ;  "  that  they  were  made  subservient "  to 
the  purposes  of  the  individual  wealth  and  profit  of 
the  agents  and  contractors  immediately  concern- 
ed ; "  that  the  appropriation  for  one  year,  and  for 
each  succeeding  year,  in  many  cases  exceeded  the 
whole  of  the  oj:iginal  estimate :  that  many  of  the 
works  were  built  over  again,  and  that  others  were 
rotten  before  they  were  completed.  On  the  31st  of 
January,  1837,  the  same  gentleman  made  another 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 


referring  to  the  former  as  "explanatory  of  the  un- 
productive, yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and  expressive 
of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
branch  of  the  public  service,  unless  some  more  cer- 
tain, and  efficient,  and  economical  system  for  con- 
ducting it  could  be  devised."  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  had  not  been  changed  by  "  the  expe- 
rience of  another  year ;  "  and  the  report  adds,  that, 
"  without  some  curtailment  by  Congress  of  the  class 
of  works  already  projected  as  recipients  of  its  boun- 
ty, and  without  a  decisive  limitation  of  its  appro- 
priations to  works  that  may  justly  be  denominated 
of  the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  necessity 
too,  it  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
the  operations  of  the  civil  engineer  department  will, 
in  a  very  few  years,  rival,  in  expenditures  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  agents  and  operatives,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the.  Government,  and 
constitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  patron- 
age than  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Govern- 
ment. From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expendi- 
tures, corruption,  favoritism,  and  peculation  may 
be  reduced  to  system  more  successfully  in  them 
than  in  almost  any  other  branch  of  the  civil  admin- 
istration." 

If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1837,  it  certainly  cannot  be 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  condition 
of  these  improvements. 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the  103 
works  for  which  appropriations  have  been  made, 
the  following  is  the  result : 

Never  commenced,            -  -     3 
Abandoned,       -                           -  -     1 
Suspended,                         ....  4 
May  perhaps  bo  completed  with  existing  appro- 
priations,                             14 

Completed,  -  -         -  -  20 

Not  completed,         -  .        -        -  61 


Total, 


103 


Some  of  the  works  have  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  but  $409,178  25, 
leaving  all  the  expensive  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  estimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers  for  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages;  and 
such  the  prospect  before  us.  The  time  has  cer- 
tainly arrived  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire 
whether  all  these  expenditures  belong  to  Federal 
legislation ;  and  to  examine  a  system  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of 
our  Government. 


IIT  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  28. 
Fetitionfrom  the  Settlers  in  Oregon  Territortj. 
Mr.  LiNif  presented  the  following  memorial 
from  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory  : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  Slates  of  America  : 
The  undersigned,  settlers  south  of  the  Columbia 
River,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  our  settlement,  begun  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  has  hitherto  prospered  be- 
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yond  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  first 
projectors.  The  products  of  our  fields  have  am- 
ply justified  the  most  flattering  descriptions  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  while  the  facilities  which  •  it  af- 
fords for  rearing  cattle  are,  perhaps,  exceeded  by 
those  of  no  country  in  North  America.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  we  believe,  are  not  gene- 
rally apprised  of  the  extent  of  valuable  country 
west  pf  the  Rocky  Mountains.  A  large  portion  of  the 
territory  from  the  Columbia  River  south,  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  extending  from  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three 
hundred  miles  to  the  interior,  is  either  well -supplied 
with  timber  or  adapted  to  pasturage  or  agriculture. 
The  fertile  valleys  of  the  Wallamette  and  Umpqua 
are  varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,  and  inter- 
oeeted  by  abundant  lateral  streams,  presenting  facili- 
ties for  machinery.  Perhaps  no  country,  of  the 
same  latitude,  is  favored  with  a,  climate  so  mild. 
The  winter  rains,  it  is  true,  are  an  objection ;  but 
they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in- 
tense cold  which  prevails  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  ground  is  seldom  covered 
with  snow,  iior  does  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  hours. 
We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages of  the  Territory.  Its  happy  position  for 
trade  with  China,  India,  and  the  Western  coasts  of 
America,  will  be  readily  recognized.  The  growing 
importance,  however,  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific 
is  not  so  generally  known  and  appreciated.  As 
these  islands  progress  in  civilization,  their  demand 
for  the  produce  of  more  northern  climates  will  in- 
crease. Nor  can  any  country  supply  them  with 
beef,  flour,  &c.,  on  terms  so  advantageous  as  this.  A 
very  successful  effort  has  been  recently  made,  at 
the  Sandwich  islands,  in  the  cultivation  of  coffee 
and  the  sugar  cane.  A  colony  here  will,  in  time, 
thence  easily  derive  these  articles  and  other  trop- 
ical products  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  their 
own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alluded  to  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  its  external 
relations.  They  are,  in  our  opinion,  strong  induce- 
ments for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
take  formal  and  speedy  possession.  We  urge  this 
step  as  promising  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
nation.  But  the  advantages  it  may  confer  upon 
us,  and  the  evils  it  may  avert  from  our  posterity,  are 
incalculable. 

Our  social  intercourse  has  thus  far  been  prosecuted 
with  reference  to  feelings  of  honor,  to  the  feeling 
of  dependence  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
to  their  moral  influence.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
we  have  thus  far  prospered,  but  we  cannot  hope 
that  it  will  continue.  The  agricultural  and  other 
resources  of  the  country  cannot  fail  to  induce  emi- 
gration and  commerce.  As  our  settlement  begins 
to  draw  its  supplies  through  other  channels,  the  feel- 
ing of  dependence  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  which  we  have  alluded  as  one  of  the  safeguards 
of  our  social  intercourse,  will  begin  to  diminish. 
We  are  anxious  when  we  imagine  what  will  be,  what 
must  be,  the  condition  of  so  mixed  a  community, 
free  from  all  legal  restraint,  and  superior  to  that 
moral  influence  which  has  hitherto  been  the  pledge 
of  our  safety. 

Our  interests  are  identified  with  those  of  the 
country  of  our  adoption.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
we  are  the  germ  of  a  great  State,  and  are  anxious 
to  give  an  early  tone  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
character  of  its  citizens.    We  are  fully  aware,  too, 


that  the  destinies  of  our  posterity  will  be  intimately 
affected  by  the  character  of  those  who  emigrate  to 
the  country.  The  territory  must  populate.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States  must  say  by  whom. 
The  natural  resources  of  the  country,  with  a  well- 
judged  civil  code,  will  invite  a  good  community. 
But  a  good  community  will  hardly  emigrate  to  a 
country  which  promises  no  protection  for  life  or 
property.  Inquiries  have  already  been  submitted  to 
some  of  us  for  information  of  the  country.  In  return, 
we  can  only  speak  of  a  country  highly  favored  of 
nature.  We  can  boast  of  no  civil  code.  We  can 
promise  no  protection  but  the  ulterior  resort  of  self- 
defence.  By  whom,  then,  shall  our  country  be 
populated  ?  By  the  reckless  and  unprincipled  adven- 
turer !  not  by  the  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneer  of 
the  West.  By  the  Botany  Bay  refugee,  by  the  rene- 
gade of  civilization  from  the  Rocky  Mountains,  by 
the  profligate,  deserted  seamen  from  Polynesia,  and 
the  unprincipled  sharpers  from  Spanish  America. 
Well  are  we  assured  that  it  will  cost  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  more  to  reduce  elements 
so  discordant  to  social  order,  than  to  promote  our 
permanent  peace  and  prosperity  by  a  timely  action 
of  Congress.  Nor  can  we  suppose  that  so  vicious  a 
population  could  be  relied  on  in  case  of  a  rupture 
between  the  United  States  and  any  other  power. 

Our  intercourse  with  the  natives  among  us,  guided 
much  by  the  same  influence  which  has  promoted  har- 
mony among  ourselves,  has  been  generally  pacific. 
But  the  same  causes  which  will  interrupt  harmony 
among  ourselves,  will  also  interrupt  our  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  natives.  It  is,  therefore,  of  primary 
importance  both  to  them  and  to  us,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  energetic  measure?  to  secure  the 
execution  of  all  laws  affecting  Indian  trade  and  the 
intercourse  of  white  men  and  Indians.  We  have 
thus  briefly  shown  that  the  security  of  our  persons 
and  our  property,  the  hopes .  and  destinies  of  our 
children,  are  involved  in  the  objects  of  our  petition. 
We  do  not  presume  to  suggest  the  manner  in  which 
the  country  should  be  occupied  by  the  Government, 
nor  the  extent  to  which  our  settlement  should  be  en- 
couraged. We  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  our  na- 
tional legislators,  and  leave  the  subject  to  their 
candid  deliberation,  and  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray.   . 

(Signed,)  J.  L.  WHITCOMB,  and  35  others. 

March  16,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Linit,  tie  memorial  was 
read,  laid  on  the  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Salt  Duties. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  tlii5  Senate  took 
np  the  request  made  by  liiin  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty 
and  the  fishing  bounties,  and  allowances  depend- 
ent thereon. 

Mr.  Datis  then  addi-essed  the  Senate,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Benton,  when 
presenting  the  bill  on  Thursday  last. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Davis  at  lengthy 
after  which, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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Thtjesday,  January  31. 
Jfniied  States  JsTaturalization  Laws  in  British 
Court — Gase  of  Theller. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petition 
of  Dr.  E.  A.  Theller,  -who  stated  that  he  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  heen  naturalized, 
and  resides  in  this  country  ;  that  he  had  joined 
in  the  expedition  for  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  had  been  taken  prisoner ;  that  he  had 
been  tried,  and  convicted  of  treason — the 
judge  charging  the  jury  on  his  trial  that  his 
act  of  naturalization  in  this  country  was  null, 
and  of  non-eiJect,  that  no  subsequent  act  could 
expatriate  him  from  his  original  allegiance. 
Under  these  circumstances.  Dr.  T.  asks  that 
Congress  should  take  some  action  on  the 
Bnbject,  which  would  deiine  the  rights  of 
naturalized  citizens. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, 

Mr.  NoEVELL  said,  that  the  memorialist  was 
a  citizen  of  Michigan.  He  was  an  intelligent 
man,  but  an  enthusiast  in  whatever  related' to 
human  liberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  memorial  just  presented.  The 
facts  in  the  memorial  were  as  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  memorialist  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  but  a  naturalized  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
past  year,  he  embarked  in  the  struggle  for 
Canadian  liberty.  He  was  captured  in  the 
Upper  Province  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  To- 
ronto. There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treason  against  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  chief  justice  of  the  province,  who  presided 
at  the  trial,  instructed  the  jury,  that  no  sub- 
ject of  the  kingdom  could  ever  expatriate  him- 
self. Birth,  and  the  residence  of  one  hour  in 
the  British  dominions,  created  a  perpetual 
allegiance.  From  this  allegiance  the  subject 
could  never  be  exonerated,  under  any  plea  or 
pretence.  The  memorialist  owed  his  present 
safety  from  the  penalties  of  treason,  to  his 
escape  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec. 

These  were  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this 
memorial.  Upon  these  facts,  the  memorialist 
appeals  to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
aajustment  of  this  question  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance claimed  by  Great  Britain  from  all  her 
native  born  subjects,  and  for  the  protection  of 
all  such  subjects  as  have  become,  or  may 
heoome,  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  subject  was  certainly  one  of 
great  importance.  The  doctrine  of  perpet- 
ual allegiance,  asserted  by  Great  Britain, 
was  an  absurd  reho  of  feudal  barbarism.  It 
was  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  naturahzati^n  of  the  United  States. 
By  those,  British  subjects  may  and  do  become 
American  citizens.  They  are  entitled,  equally 
with  our  native  citizens,  to  protection  in  all 
their  lawful  pursuits,  wherever  they  may 
li.ippen  to  be.  Tliis  Government  was  thus 
bound  to  protect  them  in  peace  and  in  war. 
Vol.  XIII.— 47 


Mr.  Madison,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  steadily  maintained  this  principle, 
resisted  the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
perpetual  allegiance  of  her  subjects  after  they 
had  become  our  citizens,  and  repeatedly  inti- 
mated his  determination  to  retaliate  for  every 
injury  inflicted  upon  our  naturalized  citizens, 
captured  as  prisoners  of  war,  if  they  were 
punished  on  the  ground  of  their  being  subjects, 
or  if  they  were  treated  differently  from  other 
prisoners  of  war.  The  memorialist  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  recog- 
nized the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  Jier  native  born  sutgects. 
No  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in  those 
treaties.  Our  Eevolutionary  ancestors  were 
all  British  subjects  at  one  time.  In  separating 
from  the  mother  country,  they  ceased  to  be 
her  subjects.  And  how  could  they,  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  which  recognized  them  as  a 
separate  and  independent  nation,  permit  Great 
Britain  to  assert  any  claim  to  the  perpetual 
allegiance  of  those  who  were  born  within  the 
British  realms  ? 

No  principle  is  more  clear  than  that  the 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  possess 
all  the  rights  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro- 
tection which  could  be  claimed  by  native 
citizens.  No  duty  is  more  imperative  upon 
the  Government  than  that  of  affording  equal 
protection  to  the  naturalized  as  to  the  native 
citizen  ;  and  he  had  no  recollection  of  any  fail- 
ure on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Admin- 
istration to  perform  its  duty  in  this  respect. 

The  circumstances  which  had  produced  this 
memorial  were  peculiar,  and  had  embarrassed 
any  action  which  the  Government  might  have 
been  disposed  to  take  on  the  subject.  The  memo- 
rialist had,  in  his  zeal  for  the  Hberty  of  a  foreign 
province  not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  free- 
dom, invaded  that  foreign  province ;  and  had, 
with  a  number  of  our  native  citizens,  _wage_d 
war  upon  the  British  authorities,  while  his 
own  country  was  at  peace  and  in  amity  with 
them,  and  had  been  captured.  Ho  and_  his 
coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at  least  for  a  time, 
expatriated  themselves.  They  had  left  their 
own  country  to  engage  in  a  foreign  civil  war. 
Now,  in  this  situation,  what  right  had  our 
Government  to  exercise  its  power  for  their 
protection,  except  by  way  of  friendly  in- 
terposition? If  the  memoriahst  had  been 
taken  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his  adopted 
country;  if,  without  committing  aggression 
upon  the  established  Government  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  had,  while  passing  through  any  part 
of  its  dominions,  been  taken  on  any  pretext, 
and  tried  for  any  offence  not  committed  against 
the  peace  of  that  power,  and  condemned  on 
the  claim  of  a  perpetual  allegiance  from  him, 
then  this  Government  would  have  been  bound 
to  interpose  for  his  protection,  and  would 
have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the  Jixec- 
utive  acted  with  regard  to  him  precisely 
as    it    did    with    regard    to    native    citizens 
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captured  at  the  same  time  with  him.  It  sent 
an  agent  to  Toronto  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
vailing with  the  provincial  authorities  to 
release  the  prisoners.  It  made  no  distinction 
between  the  naturalized  and  the  native  citizen. 
What  more  could  it  do,  without  involving  the 
nation  in  a  war  ?  It  might  have  made  a  formal 
declaration,  that  it  would  never  recognize  the 
principle  of  perpetual  allegiance,  as  asserted 
in  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  me- 
morialist. It  might,  as  intimated  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  have  remonstrated 
against  that  barbarous  principle.  But  if  it 
had  done  so,  the  danger  was,  that  he  would 
have  been  forthwith  ordered  to  execution,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  showing  a  determination 
practically  to  maintain  the  British  claim  to 
the  perpetual  allegiance  of  their  subjects.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  this  consideration  had 
operated  upon  the  execution  in  this  case.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  this 
Government  had  not  been  inattentive  to  its  duty 
on  this  occasion. 


Thtjesdat,  January  31. 

Liberation  of  American  Slaiies  ly  Britisli  Au- 
thorities while  passing  from  one  U.  8.  port 
to  another. 

Mr.  Oalhotjit  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  made  compen- 
sation in  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Enco- 
mium, and  Comet,  the  first  of  which  was  forced  by 
stress  of  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermuda 
Island,  and  the  other  two  wrecked  on  the  keys  of 
the  Bahamas,  and  the  slaves  on  board  forcibly  seized 
and  detained  by  the  local  authorities ;  and  if  no 
compensation  has  been  made,  the  reasons  why  it  has 
not  been  made,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments,  which  has  taken  place 
since  the  answer  to  a  former  call  on  the  same  subject 
by  the  Senate. 

Small  Silver  Coinage  for  Change. 
Mr.  Stkangb  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
representing  the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Olay,  of  Kentucky,  wished  to  make  a 
single  observation  on  the  subject,  before  it  was 
passed.  This  complaint  of  the  want  of  silver 
change  was  not  confined  to  North  Carolina, 
but  existed  in  other  places,  and  was  produced 
by  that  disproportionate  value  between  gold 
and ,  silver  coin  which  originated  in  the  cele- 
brated gold  bill.  The  effect  of  this  bill 
was  this :  that  when  it  became  necessary  to 
export  specie,  silver  was  exported  in  prefer- 
ence to  gold,  because  the  silver  was  more 
valuable  in  foreign  countries ;  and  hence,  he 
apprehended,  was  the  scarcity  in  North  Car- 


olina. He  had  lately  received  a  communica- 
tion on  this  subject  from  one  of  our  commer- 
cial Northern  cities,  which  attributed  the 
scarcity  of  silver  change  to  this  cause. 

Mr.  Steangb  said  that  when  he  offered  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, he  had  not  the  slightest  expectation  that 
they  would  have  given  rise  to  any  debate; 
but  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  thought 
proper  to  notice  them,  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing notions  on  the  subject  of  the  currency, 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  his  constituents, 
from  whom  these  resolutions  emanated,  to 
make  a  brief  reply.  He  wholly  dissented  from 
the  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  with  regard  to  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced the  scarcity  of  silver  change.  It  was 
not  exportation  which  produced  this  scarcity, 
but  it  arose  from  the  hoarding  of  silver  by  the 
banks,  who  issued,  in  lieu  of  it,  their  small 
notes.  In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  that  silver 
coins  of  the  lower  denominations  were  ever 
exported. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  he  might  be 
permitted,  without  offence,  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  presented  by  these 
resolutions,  particularly  as  it  was  one  of  im- 
portance, to  which  his  attention  had  been 
recently  directed.  He  happened  to  receive,  but 
a  few  days  ago,  a  communication  from  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman,  in  one  of  our  principal  sea- 
ports, affirming  that  the  scarcity  of  silver 
change  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  passage 
of  the  gold  biU ;  because,  by  reducing  the 
standard  of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  less  valu- 
able as  an  article  of  exportation  than  silver, 
and,  therefore,  the  latter  was  always  exported. 
Now  this  was  exactly  what  was  predicted  by 
himself  and  others,  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  law,  .for  the  adjustment  of  the  value 
of  the  two  coins ;  and  the  result  has  proved  the 
correctness  of  the  prediction.  Gold  could  not 
be  exported  under  that  law,  without  disadvan- 
tage, unless  exchange  was  greatly  against  us ; 
but  silver  can  profitably  be  exported,  and 
when  exportation  becomes  necessary,  it  is  of 
course  made  in  that  species  of  coin  in  which 
it  can  be  sent  abroad  without  loss.  This  was 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  information 
which  he  had  just  received  from  an  intelligent 
source,  in  one  of  our  large  commercial  cities. 

Mr.  NiLES  thought  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  was  mistaken  in  the 
causes  to  which  he  had  attributed  the  scarcity 
of  silver  change,  and  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
the  fact  that  a  scarcity  of  change  existed  in 
the  country  at  large.  He  thought  there  was 
no  such  scarcity ;  he  knew,  in  many  places,  it 
was  abundant.  Within  his  own  experience, 
banks  had  refused  to  receive  it.  This  was  a 
convincing  proof  that,  there  was  abundance 
of  it.  It  is  known  to  every  one  who  has  in- 
quired into  this  subject,  that  silver  change  is 
never  exported,  because  its  nominal  value  in  a 
foreign  market  would  be  lost,  and  it  could  only 
be  disposed  of  as  bullion  to  bo  recoined,  occa- 
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sioning  much  loss  by  the  process.     There  may 
be  a  scarcity  of  change  in  some  States,  but 
that  is  the  result  of  their  paper  systems.     The 
hostility   of  paper  to   silver  is  well  known ; 
indeed,  so  hostile  is  it,  that  where  it  has  the 
power,  even  silver  fipennybits  are  driven  out 
of  circulation.     What  was  the  result  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  mint  was  located,   during 
the  late  suspension  ?     In  that  city,  which,  pre- 
rvious  to  the  suspension,  was  thoroughly  satu- 
rated with  silver  change,  after  the  barrier  was 
broken  down  and  the  emission  of  shinplasters 
authorized,  no  change  whatever  could  be  pro- 
cured.   In  a  single  night,  the  state  of  things 
was    completely     changed.      Instead    of    an 
ahundance  of  silver  change,  there  was  an  entire 
absence    of   it.     And  a    similar    result    will 
always  follow  a  similar  cause ;    and  to  the 
extension  of  our  paper  system,  the  circulation 
of  one  dollar  notes,  and  notes  for  a  fractional 
part  of  a  dollar,  may  we  much  more  appropria- 
tely look  for  the  scarcity  of  silver  change,  than 
the  operations  of  the  gold  bill  of  1836. 

Mr.  Steange  said,  that,  upon  reflection,  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  posi- 
tions laid  down  by  him.  Every  man  knew 
that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  of  specie 
in  the  country,  since  the  passage  of  the  gold 
bill.  Now  this  increase  could  not  be  alto- 
gether in  gold,  but  must  be  partly  in  silver  and 
partly  in  gold.  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
there  could  not  be  the  diiferehce  in  value,  be- 
tween the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  supposed ;  for  he 
believed  that  their  relative  value  was  as 
nicely  adjusted  as  it  was  possible  for  human 
ingenuity  to  do  it;  indeed,  this  was  shown 
to  be  the  case  by  the  prices  current  in  foreign 
countries. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  attributed 
the  disappearance  of  silver  specie  to  exporta- 
tion, and  he  attributed  it  to  the  hoarding  of 
it  by  the  banks,  and  partly  by  individuals. 
Change  was  a  thing  that  was  never  exported. 
The  country  must  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb,  before  it  would  suffer  the  inconvenience 
and  loss  of  sending  it  abroad ;  because  it  must 
go  as  mere  bullion,  to  be  recoined,  in  the 
countries  to  which  it  is  sent.  Every  man  of 
reason  and  reflection,  could  see  at  once  the 
true  cause  for  this  scarcity ;  and  upon  the 
soundest  principles  of  philosophy,  when  one 
good  cause  presents  itself  it  was  idle  to  search 
for  another.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  these  remarks,  but  for  the  im- 
mediate connection  the  subject  had  with 
his  constituents  and  himself,  and  but  for  the 
false  position  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  • 

That  Senator  seemed  to  have  taken  Korth 
Carolina  under  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have 
felt  hunself  called  upon  to  take  part  in  the 
public  struggles  within  her.  "When  he  and  his 
colleague,  some  time  ago,  introduced  certain 
resolutions  coming  from  their  State,  the  Sena- 


tor took  the  unusual  course  of  appearirig  as 
the  advocate  of  one  of  the  political  parties  of 
that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened  address,  assign^ 
ing  his  views  as  to  the  complexion  of  the  docu- 
ment, and  the  course  of  the  North  Carolina 
Senators  on  this  floor.  And  what  followed  ? 
Why,  a  garbled  statement  of  the  debate  was 
immediately  sent  out,  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
this  city,  in  advance  of  the  true  statement, 
containing  the  answers  of  his  colleague  and 
himself;  and  no  doubt  the  intended  effect  was 
produced  before  the  contradiction  could  over- 
take the  misrepresentation,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  every  Whig  paper  in  the  State. 
What  was  'the  case  now  ?  These  being  North 
Carolina  resolutions,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  seems  to  take  such  an  interest  in 
that  State,  rises  in  his  place,  and  assumes  a 
position  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  uncon- 
tradicted, win  have  an  unfavorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  We  must,  said  Mr.  S.,  be 
more  fortunate  now  than  usual,  if  the  contra- 
diction accompanies  the  assertion. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  he  would 
assure  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  that 
he  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  interfere 
between  him  and  his  constituents.  When  the 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  instructing  her  Senators  were  pre- 
sented, he  had  offered  some  remarks  because 
they  had  adverted  to  matters  of  general  inter- 
est, and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had 
gone  forth  to  the  world,  no  one  would  regret 
it  more  than  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  had  the  discussion  been  published  just 
as  it  occurred  in  the  Senate,  but  he  had  no 
agency  or  control  of  the  subject.  So  much  for 
that  matter.  This  morning  the  Senator  pre- 
sents resolutions  on  the  subject  of  silver 
change,  and  I,  having  within  a  few  daysreceiv- 
ed  communications  from  different  sections  of 
the  country  on  the  same  subject,  think  proper 
to  make  a  few  remarks;  was  this  interfering 
between  the  Senator  and  his  constituents? 
He  thought  not.  But  the  Senator  seems  to 
think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  cause  to 
which  I  attribute  the  scarcity  of  silver  change, 
viz:  the  unequal  valuation  of  the  gold  bill. 
But  did  not  facts  bear  out  the-assertion  ?  Look 
at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill.  Is  it  not  almost  exclusively 
in  gold?  and  why?  Because  of  the  apprecia- 
tion of  that  metal  and  the  depreciation  of  silver 
by  that  bill.  This  affords  a  greater  profit  on 
the  importation  of  gold,  and  hence  there  is  not 
a  proportionate  supply  of  silver— the  metal 
which  furnishes  change.  So,  too,  when  ex- 
change with  foreign  nations  is  agamst  us, 
and  it  becomes  profitable  to  export  specie  it 
is  found  more  advantageous  to  send  silver  than 
gold;  and  hence  a  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
change  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other 
cities,  which  are  more  immediately  subject 
to  be  drained  of  their  specie  by  their  contiguity 
to  our  commerce.    He  did  not  consider  him- 
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self  infallible  on  this  subject,  but  in  express- 
ing his  views  or  theories  on  the  matter,  he 
did  not  think  he  was  doing  any  thing  improper 
as  an  American  citizen  or  a  member  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Steange  was  very  unwilling  to  prolong 
this  debate,  but  he  had  been  drawn  into  it  very 
unexpectedly  and  unwillingly.  He  had  assum- 
ed a  position,  which  he  felt  bound  to  maintain 
the  truth  and  reason  of.  Ha  said  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  guilty  of  a  petUio 
principii — that  he  had  assumed  a  principle 
not  founded  on  fact.  This  the  Senator  had 
denied,  but  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  had 
shown  a  better  reason  for  the  disapjJearance  of 
silver  change  than  he  had  given  in  the  begin- 
ning ;  and  if  he  was  right,  there  was  no  reason 
for  its  exportation,  but  a  very  good  reason  for 
its  importation. 

The  Sena,tor  could  not  escape  from  his  posi- 
tion, for  whatever  relative  difference  there  was 
between  gold  and  silver,  paper  was  still  cheap- 
er than  either.  He  admitted  that  the  number 
of  one  dollar  notes  was  greatly  reduced.  But 
small  bills,  even  as  low  as  three  dollars,  were 
still  in  circulation,  to  a  great  extent,  and  these, 
as  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  circulate, 
had  the  tendency  to  exclude  change  from  cir- 
culation, and  cause  it  to  be  hoarded.  The  Sen- 
ator said  that  the  banks  had  no  interest  in 
hoarding  specie.  But  this  argument  could  not 
stand,  for  it  was  their  interest  to  hold  on  to  all 
the  specie  they  could  get,  so  as  to  circulate 
their  own  notes,  and  this  was  the  true  cause 
for  the  disappearance  of  change.  It  was,  there- 
fore, pei'fectly  idle  to  search  for  any  other 
cause,  or  to  talk  about  the  exportation  of  the 
smaller  coin  which  never  was  resorted  to. 
"When  the  gold  bill  was  passed  it  was  not  to 
elevate  gold,  but  to  bring  it  to  its  true  value, 
when  compared  with  silvei'.  It  was  contended 
that  the  gold  coin  was  above  par,  and  was, 
consequently,  so  valuable  for  exportation,  that 
it  could  not  remain  in  the  country.  The  bill 
was,  therefore,  passed  to  remedy  that  evil, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  it  had  effected  that 
object. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  did  not  intend  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver  coins,  but  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  object  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  object  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
Atlantic  and  South-western  States,  was  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  silver  change  in  place  of  the 
odious  shinplasters  which  now  infested  the  in- 
terior. "With  proper  legislation  it  was  obvious 
that  that  object  could  be  effected  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  people,  without  any  expense  to 
the  Government.  It.  was  known  to  all  ac- 
quainted with  mining  operations,  that  where 
gold  was  found,  there  was  a  proportion  of  sil- 
ver found  with  it.  Now,  under  the  existing 
laws,  the  branch  mints  were  not  allowed  to 
coin  silver  change,  though  they  had  had  a 
sufBcienoy  of  silver  for  that  purpose,  which,  if 
coined,  would  not  be  exported,  but  go  into  the 


circulation  of  the  country,  in  place  of  those  filthy 
shinplasters  which  now  usurped  their  place. 
That  was  the  object  of  these  resolutions,  and  it 
was  out  of  place  to  go  into  any  foreign  causes 
for  the  scarcity  complained  of. 

Mr.  Benton  applauded  the  sound  and  practi- 
cal views  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Ltjmpkin,)  and  considered  what  he 
said  to  be  entirely  conclusive  on  the  point  to 
which  he  directed  his  observations.  He  did 
not  rise  to  add  any  thing  to  those  remarks,  but 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had 
just  been  printed,  and  laid  on  our  tables,  and 
which  might  not  yet  have  been  observed  by 
members.  It  was  a  report  which  contained 
the  precise  information  which  this  conversa- 
tional debate  required,  and  which  would  show 
how  great  was  the  error  of  supposing  that  gold 
coin  had  been  overvalued  in  the  United  States, 
by  the  act  of  1834,  and  how  far  that  act  was 
from  preventing  an  importation  of  silver,  or 
causing  it  to  be  exported,  or  banishing  silver 
change. 

It  would  be  recollected,  Mr.  B.  said,  that  the 
friends  of  hard  money  had  passed  two  bills  in 
1834 — a  silver  bill,  as  well  as  a  gold  bill.  The 
object  of  the  latter  was  to  correct  the  error  of 
our  gold  standard ;  the  object  of  the  former 
was  to  repeal  the  law  passed  by  the  United 
States  Bank  party  in  1819  to  illegalize  the  cir- 
culation of  all  silver  except  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars, of  which,  in  consequence  of  the  cessation 
of  the  Spanish  dominion  over  Mexico  and  South 
America,  there  were  no  longer  any  coined.  It 
was,  therefore,  an  act  to  illegalize  the  circula- 
tion of  the  only  silver  which  came  to  us. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  these  bills, 
continued  Mr.  B.,  the  most  lugubrious  vaticina- 
tions were  indulged  in  by  the  paper-money 
party.  They  were  incessant  and  vehement  in 
their  declarations  that  the  hard-money  curren- 
cy was  ruined ;  that  gold  was  debased ;  that  it 
would  supersede  silver,  prevent  its  importa- 
tion, cause  its  exportation,  and  drive  it  out  of 
the  country ;  and  that  we  should  have  no  hard- 
money  currency  but  a  debased  gold  coinage. 
These  were  the  declarations  incontinently  re- 
peated at  that  time ;  and  now,  after  upwards 
of  four  years'  experience,  how  stands  the  fact  ? 
Sir,  the  fact  stands  thus :  that  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  silver,  the  actual 
importation  of  that  coin  has  exceeded  thirty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  since  the  passage  of  the 
gold  bill ;  being  the  largest  importation  of  that 
coin  which  has  ever  taken  place  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Federal  Government.  So 
much  for  importation ;  now  for  the  exportation ; 
and  here  it  is  seen  that  the  export,  instead  of 
being  confined  to  silver,  was,  at  the  only  time 
that  a  commercial  exportation  took  place,  which 
was  in  the  spring  of  1887,  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended, far  larger  of  gold,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  the  two  metals  which  were  ia  the 
country,  than  it  was  of  silver.  The  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasm-y  shows  that  the 
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export  of  gold  wag,  during  that  year,  $1,828,- 
000,  while  the  export  of  silver  was  only  $2,756,- 
000.  Kow,  the  quantity  of  silver  in  the  coun- 
try at  that  time  was  at  least  four  times  greater 
than  that  of  gold ;  and,  therefore,  the  export 
of  silver  should  have  been  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions to  have  been  in  proportion  to  the  gold, 
.while  it  was  not,  in  fact,  so  much  as  one  mil- 
lion more.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  our  gold 
hill  has  neither  prevented  the  importation  of 
silver,  nor  caused  its  exportation.  There  is  up- 
wards of  seventy  millions  of  silver  now  in  the 
country,  besides  the  gold ;  and  the  only  cause 
of  its  disappearance  from  circulation  is  in  the 
deluge  of  small  notes  with  which  the  paper- 
money  party  floods  the  land. 

So  much  for  silver :  with  respect  to  gold,  the 
same  i-eport  shows  that  we  have  imported  about 
twenty-six  millions,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bul- 
lion, since  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill ;  that 
there  has  been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the 
United  States  about  a  million  and  a  quarter ; 
and  of  native  bullion  about  two  millions  and  a 
half;  making  an  acquisition  of  that  metal,  in 
ahout  four  years,  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
without  counting  what  came  in  by  emigrants, 
and  escaped  registry  at  the  custom-houses. 
The  whole  acquisition  of  gold  and  silver  since 
1832,  when  the  United  States  Bank  charter 
was  vetoed,  and  when  our-hard-money  policy 
first  commenced,  is  at  least  eighty  millions ; 
which,  added  to  twenty  millions  which  was  in 
the  country  at  that  time,  makes  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  now  in  the  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acquisition  of  gold 
and  silver  since  the  two  hard-money  bills  of 
1834,  the  same  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shows  us  the  state  of  the  circulation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  during  the 
whole  period  of  its  existence ;  and  this  state- 
ment shows  us  that  the  quantity  of  gold  now  in 
the  United  States  is  near  three  times  the  average 
circulation  of  that  Bank,  and  near  one-third 
more  than  it  over  was  at  its  most  expanded 
period.  The  average  circulation  of  that  Bank 
was  only  eleven  millions  of  dollars ;  its  highest 
annual  circulation  was  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, while  our  gold  coin  is  now  actually  about 
thirty  millions.  This  being  the  case,  we  ought 
to  have  a  plentiful  gold  currency ;  we  ought  to 
have  three  times  as  much  gold  in  circulation  as 
we forinerly  had  of  United  States  Banknotes. 
'But this  is  not  the  case;  and  why?  Because 
the  hanks  hoard  the  gold,  and  will  not  pay  it 
out  in  redemption  of  their  notes,  and  because 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  encourages 
and  fosters  that  practice  of  the  banks  by  dis- 
pensing with  the  use  of  gold,  and  using  the  notes 
of  the  banks  in  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  its  revenue.  As  long  as  this  is  the  case — so 
long  as  the  Federal  Government  uses  bank  pa- 
per—gold will  remain  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  it  out  of  them 
hut  to  make  them  overflow — to  goi^e  them — 
to  bring  so  much  gold  into  the  country  that  the 
banks  cannot  hoard  the  whole  of  it. 


This  is  another  proof,  continued  Mr.  B.,  that 
gold  is  not  debased  by  our  new  law.  If  it  was 
debased — if  it  was  reduced  below  its  relative 
value  to  silver — it  would  be  always  paid  out  in 
preference  to  silver  ;  but  it  is  not  so  paid  out. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  hugged  and  hoarded  by 
the  banks;  they  will  give  silver  for  their  notes, 
but  they  make  apologies  when  you  want  gold. 

There  is  still  another  proof  on  this  head ;  it 
is  to  be  found  in  every  price  current.  Look  to 
the  relative  value  of  American  gold  and  silver 
in  any  one  of  these  papers,  and  you  wiU  always 
find  it  to  be  about  equal.  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars— those  with  a  Spanish  king's  head,  especi- 
ally the  pillar  doUars,  the  column  of  Hercules 
dollars — they  bear  a  premium,  because  they  are 
wanted  for  exportation  to  the  East,  where  their 
currency,  for  three  centuries  and  a  half,  has 
made  them  the  most  acceptable  foreign  coin 
which  can  be  carried  to  the  Asiatic  or  African 
countries ;  but  American  gold  coin  and  silver 
are  even  in  the  market. 

No,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expel  silver,  but 
small  bank  notes  and  shinplasters  do  expel  it. 
A  political  party,  and  the  banks  in  their  inter- 
est, do  all  they  can  to  banish  both  gold  and  sil- 
ver ;  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  cease  to  be  accessory  to  another 
explosion  of  the  banks  by  continuing  to  dis- 
pense with  the  use  of  coin,  and  continuing  to 
use  paper  money.  Another  explosion  is  com- 
ing. It  will  come  as  certainly  as  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  seasons ;  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  foresee  the  event,  and  provide 
against  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  1789,  and 
acting  upon  that  act,  and  receiving  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  in  payment  of  its  revenues. 
This  would  check  bank  expansions,  and  protect 
the  country  as  well  as  the  Federal  Treasury. 

At  lOi^  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporta- 
tion of  specie  begins.  The  cotton  dealing  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  can  put  it  up  to  that  point 
any  day  that  it  pleases.  It  put  it  up  in  May  of 
1837;  the  exportation  of  specie  immediately 
began ;  and  over  every  parcel  exported  the 
paper-money  party  shouted,  exulted,  and  -tri- 
umphed, as  if  a  great  victory  had  been  achiev- 
ed. And  so  it  will  be  again.  The  premium  on 
foreign  exchanges  is  now  upwards  of  9  per 
centum ;  it  can  be  made  10^  at  any  moment ; 
then  for  exporting  specie,  triumphing  again, 
more  panics,  shutting  up  banks ;  and  charging 
the  whole  upon  the  Democratic  Administra- 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  North  Carolina  resolution  ; 
it  is  a  wise,  just,  and  necessary  measure  which 
it  requires.  The  branch  mints  should  coin  sil- 
ver change ;  they  will  be  able  to  supply  it  to 
districts  of  interior  country,  which  cannot  ob- 
tain supplies  from  New  Orleans  or  Philadel- 
phia. This  Administration,  and  that  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  have  begun  to  furnish  a  national  sup- 
ply of  silver  change.  They  have  done  much ; 
but  it  is  only  the  commencement  of  what  ought 
to  be  done.  The  country  does  not  yet  feel  the 
supply.    Nine-tenths  of  the  Union  has  no  silver 
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change  of  our  coinage.  It  will  take  years  of 
•close  work  at  all  our  mints  to  give  us  the  supply 
of  this  change  which  France  and  England  has, 
say  three  dollars  ahead  to  each  person  of  their 
whole  population.  It  will  take  us  several  years 
to  attain  that  point ;  and  we  need  it  more  than 
the  French  and  English  do ;  for  we  have  to 
guard  against  the  shinplaster  party ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  another  deluge  of  shinplasters  at 
the  next  suspension  of  the  banks ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  this  pestilence ;  and  it  is  our 
business  to  provide  such  an  ample  supply  of 
silver  change  that  there  can  be  no  pretext  for 
another  issue  of  this  pestiferous  stuff. 

Silver  change  is  never  exported ;  and  this  is 
another  reason  for  an  ample  supply  of  it.  Two 
or  three  dollars  ahead,  for  our  whole  popula- 
tion, ought  to  be  coined  in  25  cent,  10  cent,  and 
5  cent  pieces. 

Mr.  Beown"  observed  that  he  was  not  in  his 
seat  when  his  honorable  colleague  presented 
the  resolutions,  but  he  had  heard  a  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  grown  out  of  them.  He  rose 
now  for  the  purpose  of  declining  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  on  what  he  considered  a  mere 
abstract  proposition.  The  Senate  had  given  the 
best  proof  of  its  conviction  of  the  value  of  silver 
circulation,  by  passing  the  bill  which  he  intro- 
duced at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  to  au- 
thorize the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
He  had  now  nothing  further  to  say  than  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  this  bill  would  receive  a  fa- 
vorable consideration  in  another  quarter. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stbange,  the  resolutions 
were  then  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESBNTATIVES. 

Monday,  February  4. 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Resolutions. 

This  being  petition  day,  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced, as  the  first  business  in  order,  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  pre- 
sented two  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  Evbebtt,  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  slave-trade,  etc.,  which 
Mr.  E.  had  moved  to  have  read,  printed,  and 
■  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  Chaik  had  decided  that  these  resolu- 
tions fell  within  the  operation  of  Mr.  Ather- 
ton's  resolution  of  the  12th  of  December,  and 
that  they  must  go  on  the  table,  in  the  words  of 
that  order,  without  being  read,  printed,  debated, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  Everett  took  an  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision. 

The  Speaker  stated  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
cision substantially  as  follows :  certain  joint 
resolutions  were  presented  from  the  Legislature 
of  Vermont,  embracing,  among  other  things, 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  slave-trade  between 


the  States,  and  the  admission  of  new  States  in- 
to the  Union.  The  Chair  decided  that  these 
portions  of  the  memorials  or  resolutions,  under 
the  ordfer  of  the  House  of  the  12th  of  December 
last,  would  lie  on  the  table.  Any  other  por- 
tion of  the  resolutions  which  merely  went  to 
protest  against  that  order,  would  not  fall  with- 
in the  operation  of  it.  Upon  pi'esenting  these 
resolutions,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  moved 
that  they  Ise  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  a 
committee — 

Mr.  Everett.  To  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Speaker.  It  is  the  same  thing.  The 
Chair  then  reiterated  several  former  decisions 
of  the  House,  identical  with  the  one  then  under 
consideration.  In  the  first  session  of  the  24th 
Congress,  while  the  select  committee  raised 
under  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Pincestet  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  was  in  existence,  a  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  not  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  (Mr.  Patton,)  presented  certain  joint  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of  Abolition,  and  moved  their  ref- 
erence to  that  committee  with  certain  in- 
structions. There  was  an  existing  order  then 
in  force  for  the  reference  of  all  papers  on  this 
subject  to  that  select  committee,  under  similai" 
prohibitions  against  being  read,  debated,  &c., 
and  under  the  general  phraseology  of  that 
order,  the  present  Speaker  decided  that  resolu- 
tions of  State  Legislatures  fell  within  its  order. 
From  that  decision  Mr.  Patton  took  an  appeal, 
and  upon  a  solemn  vote  of  the  House  the  de- 
cision was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  143  to  40. 
Upon  the  point  as  to  reading  such  resolutions, 
the  same  question  was  decided  at  the  same,  and 
again  at  the  subsequent  sessions,  Tiz.,  that, 
under  the  then  existing  orders,  they  could  not 
be  read.  At  the  same  session  of  that  Congress, 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Abolition,  &o., 
was  presented  by  the  same  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  who  asked  for  its  reading.  The 
Speaker  decided  it  must  go  to  the  select  com- 
mittee without  reading,  and  the  House  acqui- 
esced in  that  decision.  At  the  second  session 
of  that  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  after  the  adoption  of  an 
order  similar  to  the  one  now  in  force,  present- 
ed a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Abolition, 
and  called  for  its  reading.  The  Speaker  decid- 
ed that  it  must  go  on  the  table  without  being  , 
read,  printed,  or  referred,  reciting  the  words 
of  the  order.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  this 
decision,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  the  same  occasion,  Mr.  Adams  presented 
upwards  of  twenty  other  similar  petitions,  and 
asked  the  reading  of  each.  The  Speaker  made 
the  same  decision  in  each  case,  the  gentleman 
appealed  in  every  one  of  them,  and  the  appeals 
were  severally  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of 
the  House.  These  questions  had  been  repeat- 
edly settled  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Beonson  had  intended,  at  first,  he  said, 
to  demand  the  previous  question,  but  he  now 
moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGKESS. 


743 


3d  Sess.]         Memonstrance  against  Interference  with  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.     [FEBEnABY,  1839, 


Mr.  EvEEETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion,  wMch,  being  ordered,  were — yeas 
122,  nays  44. 

Mr.  Everett  then  moved  to  refer  that  por- 
tion of  the  resolutions  relating  only  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  12th  of  December  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Deomgoole  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  5. 

Armed  OcBupation  and  Settlement  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  bill  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Florida 
was  taken  up,  and  discussed  by  Messrs.  Ben- 
ton, Pkestox,  and  Linn. 


Thuesdat,  February  Y. 

BemoTistrance  against  outside  Interference  with 
Slmery  in  the  District  of  Golumtia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memo- 
rial, signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  remonstrating  against 
the  interference  of  the  citizens  of  other  parts  of 
the  country  in  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
District,  and  against  any  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  in  compliance  with  such  unauthor- 
ised inlftrferenos. 

After  giving  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of 
the  memorial,  Mr.  0.  said  he  would  embrace 
the  oppoiPtunity  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  these  Abolition  petitions.  He  said 
he  had  been,  and  was  still  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  proper  course  for  the  disposal  of  these  pe- 
titions would  have  been  to  receive  them,  and 
refer  them  to  an  appropriate  committee,  who 
might  present  to  the  community  a  strong  and 
argumentative  appeal  on  the  subject.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  thought  otherwise ;  and 
while  they  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  right 
of  petition,  the  course  whioh'they  had  adopted 
had  enabled  the  Abolitionists  to  represent  them 
as  having  done  so,  and  thereby  greatly  to  in- 
crease their  numerical  strength.  He  said  that 
the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  and  in  the  Territories  was  but  a  means 
of  accomplishing  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Abo- 
litionists— universal  emancipation.  They  were 
stages,  and  short  stages  to  a  bloody  goal — 
emancipation  without  compensation,  and  with- 
out moral  preparation.  For  this  they  were  at- 
tempting to  excite  the  people  of  one  section  of 
the  Union  against  another  section,  by  exagge- 
rated pictures  of  the  horrors  of  slavery.  Hence 
their  continual  agitation  of  the  subject,  _  and 
their  attempt  to  connect  it  with  the  political 
controversies  of  the  country.  He  alluded  to 
the  distiDguished  agitator  on  another  sphere, 
'(O'Oonnell,)  who  has  said  that  we  should  be 
excluded  from  the  respectable  society  of  Eu- 
rope ;  a  society  to  which  he  himself  has  only  a 


kind  of  contraband  admittance,  and  was  tole- 
rated with  a  scornful  repugnance.  He  consid- 
ered his  ebullitions  as  the  malignant  ravings  of 
the  plunderer  of  his  ovvn  country,  and  the  li- 
beller of  a  kindred  people.  He  said  that  persons 
of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  political 
parties  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  profit 
by  the  Abolition  excitement.  Previous  to  the 
late  Presidential  election,  Mr.  Van  Buren  had 
been  charged  with  being  an  Abolitionist.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  never  participated  or  believed  in  this 
chai'ge.  No,  sir,  he  is  no  Abolitionist.  He 
conjured  Abolitionists  to  pause,  and  look  on 
the  dreadful  precipice  towards  which  they  were 
hurrying  our  beloved  country.  He  denied  that 
Congress  had  any  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  of  slavery.  He  said  that  by  the  Mis- 
souri compromise,  Florida  had  a  right,  when 
she  had  the  requisite  population,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  with  the  institution  of  slavery. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so 
long  as  slavery  did  not  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortable occupation  of  the  District  as  a  seat  of 
Government  for  the  Union,  which  was  provid- 
ed by  the  act  of  cession.  The  idea  of  Congress 
having  power  to  prohibit  the  transportation  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  was  preposter- 
ous. He  said  that  the  ultimate  aim  of  Abolition- 
ists was  emancipation,  the  universal  emancipa- 
tion of  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States.  These  were,  on  an  average,  worth  at 
least  four  hundred  dollars  each  ;  and  thus  would 
result  the  destruction  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  single 
fiat  of  legislation.  It  was  said  there  was  no 
right  of  property  in  slaves ;  but  that  was  prop- 
erty which  the  laws  made  property.  If  Aboli- 
tionists were  sincere,  they  should  begin,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  to  raise  these  twelve  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  for  it  would  be  the  height 
of  injustice  to  ask  citizens  of  slaveholding  States 
to  raise  money  to  pay  for  their  own  property. 
He  said  that  the  Abolitionists,  whatever  they 
might  profess,  were  in  favor  of  amalgamation, 
and  supposed,  as  the  leading  white  Abolition- 
ists evinced  no  disposition  to  commence  the 
work,  that  they  intended  that  it  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  poorer  class,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  associ- 
ation. He  said  that  the  two  colors  could  not 
associate  together  on  terms  of  equality;  the 
whites  must  rule  the  blacks,  or  the  blacks 
would  rule  them ;  that  contests  for  superiority 
would  inevitably  take  place,  and  widely  extend- 
ed carnage  and  desolation  would  be  the  result. 
Our  country,  with  its  happy  population,  its 
smiling  cities,  and  well-cultivated  plantations, 
would  present  naught  bat  desolated  fields,  con- 
flagrated cities,  and  scenes  of  butchery  and 
murder.  Mr.  C.  illustrated  and  defended  these 
and  other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length. 

Mr.  CALHomr  said,  that  when  he  turned  his 
eyes  back  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  com- 
pared what  he  then  heard  with  what  was  now 
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said,  in  the  same  quarter,  he  was  forcibly 
struck,  and  he  might  say,  pleasurably,  with  the 
change.  I  thinl?:,  said  he,  that  it  was  just  about 
one  year  since  that  the  Senate  was  engaged  in 
the  discussion  of  a  series  of  resolutions  relating 
to  the  same  subject  on  which  we  have  heard 
the  Senator  to-day,  and  which  occupied  the 
time  of  this  body  for  about  two  weeks,  in  the 
discussion  of  what  many  were  pleased  to  call 
useless  abstractions.  At  that  time  Abolition 
was  advancing  with  strides  which  threatened 
the  Union  itself.  To  meet  the  approaching 
danger,  he  (Mr.  0.)  turned  his  eyes  to  State 
Eights,  as  the  ark  of  our  safety,  and  which  has, 
heretofore,  carried  us  safely  through  every  diffi- 
culty. The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred, 
were  put  forward  as  the  rallying  ground  for  all 
who  embraced  the  State  Eights  creed.  How 
they  were  received  on  the  Opposition  side,  he 
would  not  say ;  but  on  this  side  he  was  ably 
supported  by  his  Republican  friends  of  the 
North,  the  grateful  recollection  of  which  he 
should  ever  retain.  That  movement  gave  the 
first  effectual  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  it  was  followed 
up  by  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  headed  by  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Niles.)  It  took 
the  same  elevated  ground,  that  this  was  not  a 
consolidated  Government,  but  a  Federal  Ee- 
publio  of  confederated  sovereignties ;  and  that 
neither  this  Government  nor  any  of  the  States, 
or  their  citizens,  had  a  right,  either  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions of  the  other  States.  This  address,  fol- 
lowing the  original  move,  had  a  powerful  ef- 
fect in  consolidating  aU  of  the  State  Eights 
creed  throughout  the  entire  non-slaveholding 
States  against  the  Abolitionists,  which  eifectu- 
aUy  checked  their  further  progress. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session,  another 
movement  on  the  same  principle,  made  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  (Mr.  Atheeton's 
resolutions,)  and  which  was  sustained  by  a 
strong  ma-jority,  followed  with  the  most  happy 
effect.  The  work  was  done.  The  spirit  of 
Abolition  was  overthrown,  of  which  we  have 
a  strong  confirmation  .in  what  we  have  this  day 
heard.  The  South  was  consolidated  as  one  man 
against  it,  and  a  great  political  party  of  the 
North  was  neai-ly  equally  united  in  opposition ; 
and  he  hoped,  from  indications  that  could 
scarcely  deceive,  that  the  other  party  there 
would  also  soon  be  found  rallied  against  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  dangers  to  which 
we  have  ever  been  exposed,  this  has  been  the 
greatest.  "We  .may  now  consider  it  as  passed. 
The  resolutions  to  which  ho  referred,  with  the 
following  movements,  gave  the  fatal  Mow,  to 
which  the  position  now  assumed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  has  given  the  iinishing 
stroke.  What  has  been  done,  will  be  followed 
by  a  great  moral  revolution  in  the  tone  of  feel- 
ing and  thinking  in  reference  to  the  domestic 
institutions  of  the  South.    Abeady  the  discus- 


sion has  effected  a  great  change  among  our- 
selves. There  were  many,  very  many,  in  the 
slaveholding  States,  who,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  controversy,  believed  that  slavery,  as  it 
existed  among  us,  was  an  evil  to  he  tolerated, 
because  we  could  not  escape  from  it,  but  not  to 
be  defended.  That  has  passed  away.  We  noiv 
believe  it  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  both  of 
the  races — the  European  and  African,  which, 
by  a  mysterious  Providence,  have  been  brought 
together  in  the  Southern  section  of  this  Union. 
The  one  has  greatly  improved,  and  the  other 
has  not  deteriorated ;  while,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  stay  of  the  Union 
and  our  free  institutions,  and  one  of  the  main 
sources  of  the  unbounded  prosperity  of  the 
whole.  Now  that  we  have  withstood  the  slipck, 
our  institutions  would  be  viewed  more  fairly 
than  they  have  hitherto  been,  and  he  had  no 
apprehension  but  that  the  result  would  be 
a  great  change  of  feeling  towards  them,  not 
only  in  our  country,  but  over  the  civilized 
world. 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  subject.  I  heard  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  with  pleasure.  His  speech  will 
have  a  happy  effect,  and  will  do  much  to  .con- 
summate what  had  already  been  so  happily 
begun,  and  successfully  carried  on  towards  a 
completion. 


Satttedat,  February  9.      • 
Florida  Armed  Occupation. 

Mr.  Beitton'  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
the  armed  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  now  overrun  by  bands  of  ma- 
rauding Indians ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

On  taking  this  question,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  CIs^- 
ton,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Eobbins,  Kuggles,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Webster,  and 
White— 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Wall,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and 
Young — 24. 

Mr.  BentojS^  offered  sevei'al  amendments  to 
the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  offered  an 
amendment  requiring  the  settler  to  be  over 
eighteen  years  of  age,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
grant  of  land  provided  in  the  bill ;  which  was 
adopted ;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bsnton,  the  bill  was  or-  ■ 
dered  to  be  printed  as  amended,  and  laid  on 
the  table  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  05  REPEESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  February  9. 

Amplication  of  Steam  to  Navigation — Dr. 

Bumsey. 
Mr.  Underwood  called  up  the  following  joint 
resolution,  reported  by  him  a  day  or  two  ago, 
from  the  Select  Committee  raised  on  the  sub- 
ject: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tities  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assemiled,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  present  to  James  Rumsey,  junior,  the 
eon  and  only  child  of  James  Kumsey,  deceased,  a 
suitable  gold  medal,  commemorative  of  his  father's 
Bervices  and  high  agency  in  giving  to  the  world  the 
benefits  of  the  steamboat. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  U.  being  agreed  to, 
Mr-  EuMSBT,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said  : 
•James  Kumsey  was  a  native  of  Maryland, 
from  which  StatS  he  removed,  in  early  man- 
hood, to  Shepherdstown,  Virginia,  where  he 
turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  engineering 
and  mechanical  pursuits — superintending  for 
a  time  the  operations  of  the  Potomac  company 
in  improving  'the  navigation  of  that  river — 
suggesting  many  novel  views  in  mechanism, 
and  making  various  improvements  in  milling 
and  th.6  application  of  water  power.  As  early 
as  July  or  August,  1783,  as  appears  by  the 
testimony,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  navi- 
gation by  steam;  and  from  this  time  to  the 
hour  of  his  death  his  whole  soul  was  absorbed 
iu  this  great  subject.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  at  this  early  period  the  mechanic  arts, 
and,  more  especially,  th-at  branch  embracing 
steam  machinery,  were  in  their  very  infancy 
in  America.  There  was  no  steam  machinery 
in  it.  There  were  no  practical  artists  capable 
of  fabricating  any.  Even  in  England,  although 
some  progress  had  been  made  by  "Watt,  the 
steam  engine,  and  its  great  appendage,  the 
boiler  or  generiitor,  were  rude,  imperfect, 
comparatively  inefficient.  Rumsey  had  to  in- 
vent, to  originate  every  thing — to  procure 
from  different  places,  and  different  workshops, 
and,  though  not  a  practical  mechanic,  often  to 
fashion  and  modify  with  his  own  hands  the 
various  parts  of  a  work  even  now  difficult  and 
complicate.  From  the  inexperience  of  work- 
men, and  the  total  absence  of  all  the  tools  and 
machines  now  collected  in  engine-  factories,  his 
progress  was  necessarily  expensive,  slow,  em- 
barrassed, and  all  execution  so  imperfect  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  more  than  partial 
success.  Under  these  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  he  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of 
1784  in  making  a  private,  but  very  imperfect 
experiment,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  invention.  And  notwithstanding 
much  of  his  machinery  was  so  utterly  defective 
as  quickly  to  fail  in  many  parts,  and  to  require 
renewal  and  reconstruction  throughout,  yet 
so  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  success 
from  this  experiment,  that,  at  the  October 
session  of  the  Virginia  Legislatui-e  for  that 


year,  he  applied  for  and  obtained  -an  act 
guaranteeing  to  him  the  exclusive  use  of  his  in- 
vention in  navigating  the  waters  of  the  State. 
This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statutes 
of  that  Commonwealth.  About  the  same 
time,  also,  he  communicated  his  invention  to 
General  Washington,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personage,  the  original  of  which  was 
before  that  committee,  dated  November,  1787, 
to  the  late  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  com- 
munication to  Washington,  because  he  had 
not  matured  and  digested  his  plan,  or  tested 
its  truth  by  any,  even  partial  experiments. 
And  when  he  did  make  it,  so  new,  so  bold,  so 
original,  and  unheard  of  was  it,  that  Washing- 
ton declares  in  that  letter  that  he  considered  it 
"  rather  as  an  ebullition  of  his  genius  "  than  as 
any  thing  likely  to  be  available.  , 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  (January, 
1785,)  he  obtained  a  patent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  steam 
the  bays  and  rivers  of  that  State ;  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  commenced  preparations  for 
an  experinlent  on  a  larger  scale.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  year,  he  was  deeply  engaged 
in  building  a  boat,  and  procuring,  improv- 
ing, adapting  and  testing  the  several  parts  of 
his  machinery.  He  did  not,  however,  from 
the  causes  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  get 
ready  for  a  public  trial  until  the  year  follow- 
ing, (1786,)  which,  all  things  considered,  was 
eminently  successful.  This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac,  near  Shepherdstown, 
Virginia,  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of 
spectators.  It  is  proven  by.  various  witnesses. 
It  is  described  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bedinger, 
and  certified  by  Doctor  Alexander,  of  Balti- 
more, for  whose  high  respectability  I  refer  to 
such  of  the  delegation  from  Maryland  as  are 
acquainted  with  him.  The  gentleman  near  me 
(Mr.  Jenifer)  says  there  is  no  one  more 
worthy  of  full  confidence.  In  this  trial  he 
succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  his  machinery,  in  propelling  Ms 
boat  against  the  current  ly  steam  alone  four  or 
five  miles  an  hour.  There  was  long  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  his  family  an  ancient 
pamphlet — with  high  evidence  of  authenticity 
upon  its  face,  which  I  have  often  read,  and  the 
general  contents  of  which,  I  know,  are  recol- 
lected by  many  persons  in  Kentucky — con- 
taining the  approbatory  certificates  of  numer- 
ous gentlemen,  who  witnessed  this  exhibition ; 
amongst  them,  that  of  General  Gates,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Bedinger.  This  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mislaid ;  and  those  interestedhave 
been  unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  or 
to  obtain  another  copy.  But  independent  of 
this  mass  of  testimony,  the  proof  before  the 
committee  as  to  this  experiment  is  so  clear 
so  ample,  and  conclusive,  that  no  one  can  read 
it  and  doubt.  The  results  of  this  trial  were 
by  no  means  discouraging.  So  far  from  it,  that, 
says  Doctor  Alexander,  who  was  on  board, 
"every   person   present    believed    that    Mi-. 
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Eumsey  had  accomplished  all  his  wishes." 
The  first  efforts  of  Fulton  in  America,  more 
than  twenty  years  after,  were  but  little  more 
successful.  It  was  not  until  after  repeated 
trials — great  and  extensive  modifications  and 
improvements,  requiring  much  time  and  money, 
and  testing  to  the  utmost  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Livingston — that  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  velocity  reasonably  useful.  And  even  the 
utmost  rapidity  with  which  he  navigated  his 
boats  was  far,  infinitely  far,  behind  that  which 
subsequent  improvement  has  achieved.  I  speak 
not  this  in  disparagement  of  Fulton.  It  can- 
not be  so  understood.  Great  inventions,  re- 
quiring complicate  machinery,  are  never  per- 
fected and  seldom  made  eminently  useful  at 
once.  High  excellence  is  rarely  attained  until 
the  mechanical  world  Las  tendered  its  oflfer- 
^  ings — poured  in  its  contributions  through  a 
long  series  of  years.  Time,  labor,  money, 
repeated  modifications  and  experiments — the 
conjoint  suggestions  of  practical  and  theoreti- 
cal mechanics,  are  all  prerequisite  and  auxiliary 
to  the  perfeotuation  of  a  great  invention. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  printing  press  of  our 
day,  throwing  off  thousands  of  accurate  impres- 
sions in  an.honr.  From  its  wondrous  celerity 
in  multiplying  copies,  and  through  the  agency 
of  steam  on  the  land  and  the  water,  scatter- 
ing them  far  and  near,  it  may  almost  be  com- 
pared, in  its  capacity  for  the  diffusion  of  intel- 
lectual light,  to  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  in  his 
capacity  for  shedding  physical  warmth  and 
radiance  upon  the  world.  And  yet  the  press 
of  our  day — all  admirable  as  it  is — is  but  the 
rude  wooden  type  and  clumsy  apparatus  of 
the  great  German  inventor,  in  a  beautiful,  im- 
proved, and  perfected  form. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression,  in  which, 
as  I  promised  brevity,  I  ought  not  to  have 
indulged.  After  his  experiment — successful 
experiment — upon  the  Potomac,  in  1786,  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  Eumsey,  being  under 
the  strong  conviction  that  skilful  workmen 
and  perfect  machinery  were  alone  wanting  to 
the  most  complete  success,  and  sensible  that 
such  could  not  then  be  procured  in  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England  "With  slender 
means  of  his  own,  and  aided — no,  not  aided — 
but  mocked  and  deluded  by  some  timid  and 
unsteady  patronage,  he  there  resumed  with 
untiring  energy  his  great  undertaking.  He 
proceeded  to  procure  patents  from  the  British 
Government  for  steam  navigation,  and  various 
inventions  embracing  improved  steam  engines 
and  boilers;  those  of  Watt,  and  all  preceding 
ones,  being  extremely,  inartificial  and  imper- 
fect. These  patents  bear  date  in  the  beginning 
of  1788.  Many  of  his  inventions,  in  one 
modified  form  or  another,  are  now  in  general 
use.  As,  for  instance,  the  cylindrical  boiler, 
so  superior  to  the  old  tub  or  still-boilers,  in 
the  presentation  of  fire  surface,  and  capacity 
for  holding  highly  rarified  steam,  is  described, 
both  single  and  combined,  in  his  specifications. 


and  is  identical  in  principle  with  the  tub-boiler, 
which  he  used  in  his  Potomac  experiment. 

Difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  a  pecuni- 
ary nature,  and  others,  such  as  invariably 
obstruct  the  progi-ess  of  a  new  invention, 
attended  him  in  England.  He  was  often  com- 
pelled to  abandon,  temporarily,  his  main  object, 
and  turn  his  attention  to  something  else,  in 
order  to  raise  means  to  resume  it.  He  tinder- 
took,  with  the  same  power,  but  by  its  more 
judicious  application,  to  produce  higher  results 
in  several  waterworks,  in  all  which  he  suc- 
ceeded, realizing  thereby  some  reputation,  and 
some  funds  to  apply  to  his  favorite  project. 

At  another  time,  as  mentioned  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
"London  jail,"  and  the  delay,  if  not  defeat,  of 
all  his  high  hopes,  he  was  compelled  to  trans- 
fer, at  what  he  considered  a  ruinous  sacrifice, 
a  large  interest  in  his  invention — a  contract 
which  entangled  and  embarrassed  him  during 
the  remainder  of  his  short  life.  Still,  however, 
he  struggled  on,  undismayed;  and  had  con- 
structed a  boat  of  about  one  hundred  tons 
burden,  and  pushed  forward  his  machinery  so 
near  to  the  point  of  completion  as  to  he  able 
to  indicate  a  day  not  very  distant  for  a  public 
exhibition,  when  his  sudden  death  ensued  from 
apoplexy,  while  discussing  the  principles  of 
one  of  his  inventions  before  a  philosophical 
society  of  London.  A  very  interesting  account 
of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  given  in  the  letter 
of  E.  0.  Wakefield,  amongst  the  papers  before 
the  select  committee.  With  his  life,  the  whole 
project  ceased ;  there  was  no  one  present  to 
administer ;  there  was  no  one  interested  in  his 
undertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  ability  to 
carry  it  out.  Most  men  looked  upon  it  as 
wild  and  visionary.  Few  would  have  been 
willing  to  incur  the  ridicule  of  attempting  to 
complete  it.  All  that  he  left — his  very  boat 
and  machinery — ^barely  sufficed  to  satisfy  anx- 
ious and  greedy  creditors. 

With  the  sudden  death  of  Fieseo,  of  Genoa, 
that  most  extraordinary  revolution  which,  in 
a  single  night,  with  admirable  ability,  he  had 
nearly  effected,  ceased,  rolled  back,  became 
abortive.  So  did  the  sudden  death  of  this 
humbler,  but  more  useful  man,  arrest  all 
further  prosecution,  at  that  time,  of  the  great 
object  to  which  he  had  so  intently  devoted 
himself,  and  which,  in  some  of  the  modes 
which  he  contemplated,  he  must,  had  time 
been  allowed,  have  completed.  He  was  not 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  the  realization 
of  the  highest  design  which  he  had  conceived, 
and  the  consummation  of  which  he  never 
doubted,  to  use  his  own  bold  language,  "  the 
navigation  of  our  great  rivers,  the  lakes,  the 
gulf  stream,  and  the  ocean  itself,  by  the  agency 
of  steam." 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  evident  from  the  informa- 
tion before  the  committee  who  reported  this 
resolution,  that  Eumsey,  from  the  introductory 
letters  which  he  carried,  from  the  high  order 
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of  mechanical  genius  which  he  displayed,  and 
the  daring  and  original  project  which  he  was 
attempting,  attracted  some  attention  in  London, 
and  secured  to  himself  the  acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  many  respectahle  men.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  other  intelligent  Ameri- 
cans, then  resident  in  London,  would  have 
formed  some  acquaintance  both  with  him  and 
the  novel  design  he  was  prosecuting.  It  is 
known  that  Pulton  was  for  many  years,  during 
and  after  this  period,  living  in  Europe,  and 
spending  much  of  his  time  in  London ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  other  proof,  it  conld  scarcely 
be  believed  that  he,  with  a  talent  for  these 
things,  with  a  mind  directed  to  such  objects, 
would  have  failed  in  becoming  acquainted 
with,  and  interesting  himself  in  the  operations 
of  his  countryman,  who  was  occupying  a 
position  of  painful  prominence ;  so  much  so 
that,  as  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  his 
project  was  the  frequent  subject  of  newspaper 
remark,  and  even  of  "play-house  wit."  But 
all  doubt  is  removed  by  the  letter  of  Enmsey 
to  his  friend  Mr.  "West,  in  America,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  Fulton  as  if  they  were  on  terms 
of  intimacy.  Does  not  the  conclusion  almost 
irresistibly  follow,  that,  from  this  association 
with  Rumsey,  and  acquaintance  with  his 
plans,  Fulton  was  advanced  in  knowledge, 
was  led  to  reiiect,  and  ultimately  to  act  on 
this  subject?  And  whether  his  application 
of  steam  power  was  identical  or  dissimilar — 
original  or  derived — wholly  new,  or  modifica- 
tions and  improvements  on  some  of  Rumsey's 
plans — still  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  cruel 
injustice  to  the  memory  of  this  persevering, 
ardent,  talented,  but  unfortunate  man — unfor- 
tunate in  being  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  career — to  say  that 
the  world  was  under  no  obligation  to  him 
'  for  an  invention  so  incalculably,  so  supremely 
important. 

If  further  evidence  was  wanting  to  prove 
that  this  acquaintance  with  Rumsey  was  not 
inoperative  in  turning  Fulton's  attention  to 
the  steamboat,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  he  was  engaged  in  it  in  1793,  very  shortly 
after  the  death  of  Rumsey.  This  is  apparent 
from  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Stanhope, 
who  himself  made  some  experiments  in  1785. 
Fulton  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing his  torpedo"  for  the  explosion  of 
ships;  but,  after  the  death  of  Rumsey,  the 
steamboat  seems  to  have  engaged  his  chief 
attention,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  is 
known,  and  so  stated  by  his  biographer,  that, 
before  his  return  to  America,  he  was  for  many 
years  actively  employed  in  studying  the  sub- 
ject, in  constructing  a  variety  of  models,  and 
making  a  series  of  experiments  on  a  small 
scale.  And  when  it  is  recollected  that  fifteen 
years  thus  elapsed  before  he  obtained  a  motion 
much  exceeding  five  miles  an  hour,  it  is 
matter  of  admiration  that  Rumsey,  without 
any  reflected  lights,  should  in  the  short  period 
allowed  him  have  effected  so  much. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  understood — I  know 
not  with  what  truth,  but  I  believe  the  fact  is 
embodied  in  "  Oolden's  Life " — ^that  when 
Fulton -made  his  first  essay  before  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  vast  multitude  assembled — most 
of  them  doubters,  disbelievers,  sneerers.  After 
a  few  revolutions  of  the  engine,  some  accident 
occurred  from  imperfect  machinery,  leading  to 
a  temporary  suspension  of  the  experiment. 
A  sibylant  voice  arose  from  the  crowd,  "  We 
said  so.  We  hnew  it  would  not  do."  Scoi-n 
and  derision  were  poured  forth  upon  the  man 
who,  improving  on  the  labors  of  his  predeces- 
sor, Rumsey,  was  doing  more  for  the  benefit 
of  his  species  than  has  ever  been  effected  by 
all  the  mighty  armies  and  victorious  chiefs, 
"from  Macedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede." 
Now,  suppose  that  Fulton,  before  remedying 
the  defect,  had  suddenly  died — in  a  land  of 
strangers,  too — leaving  no  one  with  legal 
authority  to  act  for  him — leaving  no  one  in- 
terested in  his  design,  of  skill  and  talent  to 
consummate  it — poor — embarrassed — in  debt 
— with  executions  levied  on  his  very  boat  and 
engine,  and  merely  suspended  as  a  matter  of 
special  grace,  until  this  trial  should  be  made : 
suppose,  from  these  or  the  like  causes,  the 
completion  of  the  steamboat  had  been  post- 
poned for  another  twenty  years;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  some  other  ingenious  man  who 
had  witnessed  Fulton's  efforts — -who  was  inti- 
mate with  his  plans — who  had  been  deeply 
impressed  by  his  powerful  and  lucid  arguments, 
and  wai-med  and  excited  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  subject,  by  his  bold  and  sanguine  spirit 
— had,  after  long  private  preparation,  openly 
resumed  the  project ;  and,  under  more  favor- 
able auspices — from  a  more  advanced  state  of 
the  mechanic  arts,  or  the  benign  influence  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage — had  succeeded,  tri- 
'umphantly  succeeded,  in  establishing  the  utility 
of  the  steamboat,  either  on  some  of  Fulton's 
plans,  or  by  modifications  and  improvements 
of  his  own  ;  now,  I  ask  the  friends  of  Fulton 
whether,  in  this  state  of  the  case — and  more 
especially  if  his  had  been  the  original  effort — 
his  memory  should  have  gone  down  into 
oblivion,  unknown  and  unhonored  by  his 
country?  As  success  alone,  naked  success,  is 
the  criterion  by  which  the  world  forms  its 
estimate  of  merit,  I  know  this  other  individual 
would,  generally,  have  monopolized  the  honor ; 
but  the  inquiring,  the  refiecting,  and  the  just, 
would  not  have  passed  unregarded  the  name 
of  Fulton. 

ifr.  Speaker,  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  take 
a  single  ray  from  the  just  fame  of  Fulton.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  he  improved 
upon,  and  first  broadly  introduced,  the  steani- 
boat  into  general  use,  and  for  this  alone  he  is 
entitled  to  the  boundless  and  eternal  gratitude 
of  mankind.  The  world  has  been  liberal  in 
the  conference  of  honor — something,  too,  his 
country  has  done  for  his  descendants— some- 
thing further  this  House  proposed  doing  at 
the  late  session.    To  that  measure,  when  it 
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was  first  up — the  only  occasion  when  I  was 
■present — I  gave  my  cordial  assent;  and  I 
would  have  i-aised  my  voice  in  its  favor,  had 
I  not  been  sensible,  that  a  cause  sustained  as 
it  was,  by  the  fervid  eloquence  and  powei'ful 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Kentucky, 
(Messrs.  Lesaee,  Biddlb,  Hoffman,  and  Oham- 
BBKS,)  needed  not  my  feeble  advocacy.  But 
in  denying  him  originality  I  do  him  no  injus- 
tice. He  never  claimed  it  himself  His  par- 
tial biographer  cannot  claim  it  for  him.  The 
very  first  act  of  the  New  York  Legislature  in 
his  favor,  in  1798,  recognizes  him  not  as  the 
inventor,  but  the  improver.  All  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  subject  know  that  it  did 
not  begin  with  him.  Long  before,  the  design 
had  been  conceived,  to  a  good  extent  accom- 
plished, its  practicability  proved,  and  was  per- 
sisted in  and  prosecuted  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances,  with  unwavering  confi- 
dence and  irrepressible  resolution,  until  his 
dying  hour,  by  James  Eumsey ;  but  for  his 
acquaintance  with  whom,  it  is  probable  the 
powerful  mind  of  Fulton  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  but 
for  whom  it  is  probable  the  world  would 
yet  have  been  without  the  benefits  of  the 
steamboat. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  individual 
who  contested  Eumsey's  title  to  priority  in 
the  application  of  steam  to  navigation ;  and 
about  his  claims  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity;  for,  as 
to  the  experiment  ascribed  to  the  Spaniard 
Garay,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  DimcAif,) 
at  the  last  session,  when  I  was  not  present,  I 
can  only  say,  that  if  any  such  ever  was  made, 
all  knowledge  of  it  had  sunk  into  utter  obli- 
vion. Ages — centuries  had  rolled  round,  and ' 
the  most  profound  silence  and  ignorance  pre- 
vailed in  regard  to  it.  It  was  unknown  to 
history — unknown  to  tradition — and  could 
have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  steamboat  in  comparatively  modern 
times.  I  acknowledge  that  this  statement 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  entire  fiction;  that, 
if  there  be  such  a  record,  it  was  not  based 
upon  fact.  It  can  scarcely  be  credited  by 
any  one  who  will  look  into  the  history  of  the 
forigin,  progress,  and  improvement  of  the 
steam  engine,  which,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  afterwards,  was  used  for  scarcely 
any  purpose  except  pumping  water  from 
mines,  where  but  little  machinery,  and  nothing 
but  a  simple  rectilinear  action,  was  required. 
If  Gi-aray  was  thus  three  centuries  in  advance 
of  all  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
our  highest  admiration,  we  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  he  lived  in  vain ;  for,  if  the 
archives  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  do  pre- 
sent any  basis  for  this  statement,  there  it 
would  have  mouldered  into  dust,  if  the  success 
of  the  steamboat  in  this  new  world  had  not 
given  interest  to  every  thing  connected  with 


the  subject,  and  caused  the  eye  of  some  anti- 
quarian to  rest  upon  the  passage,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  neglected  as  unintelligible 
or  incredible. 

I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  per- 
son contested  Eumsey's   title  to  precedence. 
It  is  stated  in  the  American  Supplement  to 
Eees's  Encyclopedia — on.  the  subject  of  Steam 
— that  Fitch    made    an.    experiment    on    the 
Delaware  in  1783.    If  this  were  true,  he  pre- 
ceded  Eumsey.     But  I  challenge   the  world 
to  produce   the  testimony  of  a   respectable 
witness,   living  or  dead,  to  corroborate    this 
statement.    None  such  can  be  produced.    The 
assertion  is  utterly  erroneous.    Fitch  himself 
did  not  claim  to  have  thought  of  it  (steam 
navigation)  until   1785.     In   1787  he  built    a 
boat  and  machinery    on  the  Delaware,   and 
made  his    first  experiments  in    1788.     These 
facts  are  very  clearly  proven  by  various  evi- 
dence before  the  committee.    I  wiU  recapi- 
tulate   but    a    part.     The    letter    of   General 
"Washington  to  Governor  Johnson,  written  in 
November,  1787,  which  I  have  before  adverted 
to,   says  that  Eumsey  communicated  to  him 
his  steamboat  invention  in  November,  1784, 
and  that  some  time  afterwards  Fitch  called 
upon  him,  claiming  for  himself  a  similar  inven- 
tion,  and  requesting    an  introductory  letter, 
"  which  he  (Washington)  declined  giving,  and 
went  so  far  as    to  inform    Mr.   Fitch    that, 
though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  disclose  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Eumsey's  discovery,  he  could 
venture  to  assure   him    that    he  (Fitch)  was 
not  original,  but  that  the  idea  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  Mr.   Eumsey."    Now, 
as  Mr.  Eumsey  made  no  communication  on  the 
subject  to  "Washington  until  November  1784, 
it  is  probable  that  this  interview  on  the  part  of 
Fitch  did  not  take  place  until  the  year  follow- 
ing;  and,   indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  show,, 
not  until  the  commencement   of  1786;   and, 
in  either  case,  it  was  at  a  time  when  Eumsey 
was  exerting  every   nerve    in  preparing  for 
that    experiment    which    he    made    on    the 
Potomac  in  1786,  and  which  I  have  before  men- 
tioned.   At  all  events,  it  was  long  after  the 
private  experiments  which  Eumsey  made  in 
1784,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  principles  of 
his  invention.     If  the  statement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, that  Fitch  made  experiments  on  the 
Delaware  near    Philadelphia,   in    1783,   were 
true,  can  it  be  believed  that  "Washington, whose 
comprehensive  vision  took  in  every  thing  likely 
to  be  of  any  use  to  his  country,  would,  at  so 
short  a    distance,   have    never  heard  of   it? 
And  if  he  had  never  heard  of  it,  can  it  be 
credited    that  Fitch,   whose    originality   was 
questioned  and  denied,  would  have  failed  in 
certifying  him  of  it  ?     And  if  "Washington  had 
either  heard  of  it  before,  or  been  informed  of 
it  by  Fitch  at  this  meeting,  could  he,  to  whom 
Eumsey  had  made  no  disclosure  on  the  subject 
till  November,  1784,  have  said  to  Fitch,  Sir, 
you  are  not  original;  Eumsey  is  before  yon. 
No  I  every  one  will  see  in  that  letter,  not 
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1  only  a  refutation  of  the  statement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, but  a  refutation  of  Fitch's  claim  to 
precedence.  On  his  own  presentation  of  his 
case — on  his  own  statements,  declarations,  and 
admissions,  "Washington  refuses  to  give  him  a 
letter,  and  assures  him  that  he  has  been  antici- 
pated by  Rnmsey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from 
Washington  to  Eunisey,  written  in  March,  1786, 
bearing  upon  this  point.  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
12th  volume  of  Sparks's  Life.  In  this  letter 
Washington  urges  Enmsey  to  bring  forward  his 
invention ;  warns  him  that  his  secret  is  leak- 
ing out,  and  that  others  will  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  and  goes  on  to  state  that  one  indi- 
vidual had  called  on  him,  claiming  for  himself 
a  plan  of  steam  navigation,  and  requesting  a 
letter  of  introduction,  which  he  declined  giving. 
Kow,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  indi- 
vidual here  alluded  to  was  Fitch,  and  that  his 
interview  gave  rise  to  this  admonitory  letter, 
and  took  place  not  long  before  its  date. 

The  January  number  of  the  "  New  York 
Eeview,"  just  published,  contains  a  well-written 
article  on  "  steam  navigation,"  and  I  regret  that 
the  writer  was  not  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts  touching  its  early  history.  It  therein 
appears  that  Mr.  Ogden,  claiming  certain  rights 
as  representative  of  Fitch,  asserted  them  by 
petition  before  the  Legislature  of  New  York. 
Among  other  testimony  before  the  committee 
raised  on  this  petition,  was  that  of  Gen. 
Bloomfield,  fixing  the  period  of  Fitch's  experi- 
ment to  1787  or  1788.  •  On  the  authority  of 
De  Warville,  the  correspondent  of  Jefferson, 
and  an  eminent  French  writer  of  that  period, 
I  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  it  was  the 
latter  year. 

In  his  work — published  in  1789 — which  will 
be  found  in  your  library,  he  states  that,  being 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attended 
by  invitation  and  witnessed  Fitch's  experiment. 
In  a  note,  written  in  the  February  following, 
in  London,  he  says  : 

"I  have  just  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Eumsey, 
of  Virginia,  a  gentleman  of  great  ingenuity,  who 
proposes  building  a  vessel  in  which,  without  sails, 
and  by  steam  alone,  he  wSl  cross  the  Atlantic  in  fif- 
teen days." 

This  snblime  conception,  this  bold  under- 
taking of  Eumsey,  the  accomplishment  of 
which  in  the  last  year  has  created  so  vast  a 
sensation,  was  not  unknown  to  me  and  others 
of  his  famOy,  but,  without  the  high  authority 
of  De  Warville,  I  would  not  have  ventured  to 
have  named  it.  The  English  article  in  the 
Encyclopedia  manifests  much  ignorance  and 
carelessness  in  its  preparation ;  as,  for  instance, 
without  the  shadow  of  truth  or  evidence,  it 
ascribes  to  Mr.  Symington,  the  honor  of 
introducing  the  steamboat  into  America,  and 
at  the  same  time  states,  that  Symington's  first 
experiments  were  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  in 
1801.  Lord  Stanhope,  Symington,  the  Abbe 
Arnel  of  France,  Fulton,  and  others,  seem  to 
have  been  urged  to  reflection  and  action  on 
this    subject,    in    consequence    of    Eumsey's 


operations  in  London.  The  American  supple- 
mental article  in  the  Encyclopedia  is  also,  in 
many  respects,  unfair,  disingenuous,  and  un- 
true. The  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  eulogist 
of  Fulton,  aware  that  he  cannot  ascribe  to  his 
favorite  the  glory  of  originality,  endeavors  to 
mystify  and  becloud,  rather  than  to  illustrate, 
the  true  history  of  the  invention  of  the  steam- 
boat. He  gives  to  Fitch,  whose  claims  were 
untenable,  precedence  of  Eumsey ;  and  I  think 
I  have  shown  that  he  succeeded  him,  although 
I  have  dwelt  on  but  a  part  of  the  evidence  : 
that  evidence,  taken  together,  most  clearly 
proves  that  Fitch  was  but  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  further,  and,  as  if  to  do  away 
with  all  claim  which  Eumsey,  or  even  Fitch, 
might  have  upon  the  good  opinion  of  their 
countrymen,  says  that  the  idea  of  steam  naviga- 
tion had  been  entertained  at  a  still  earlier 
period  by  Hulls  of  England,  and  that  therefore 
he  is  better  entitled  to  the  honor  of  orignality, 
than  Eumsey,  although  he  admits  that  he 
made  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  practice,  and 
Eumsey,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances, 
actually  succeeded  in  running  a  boat  against 
the  current  of  a  river  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  The  compiler  further  alleges  that  Eum- 
sey, with  unlimited  patronage,  and  after  full 
trial,  abandoned  the  project  as  hopeless.  In- 
disputable testimony  shows  that  the  assertion 
is  as  unfounded  and  false  as  it  is  illiberal  and 
cruel.  I  judge  that  it  is  from  his  work  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deduces,  what 
he  call  his  "  miscellaneous  facts  "  in  the  report 
upon  the  steam  engine  laid  upon  our  tables  a 
few  days  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
names  and  confusion  of  dates — caused,  no 
doubt,  by  hasty  reference — he  has  not  improved 
the  accuracy  of  the  original  article. 

From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilful 
or  otherwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the 
Encyclopedia,  I  have  no  confidence  in  the 
statement  that  Hulls  of  England,  obtained  a 
patent  for  steam  navigation,  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  by  various 
reflections.  The  steam  engine  at  that  early 
day,  and,  indeed,  down  to  the  time  of  Watt  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was 
very  inefficient,  and  very  little  used  even  for 
the  simplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so  far 
as  my  examination  has  gone,  what  agent  Hulls 
contemplated  using,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And  further,  Eumsey  obtained  a 
patent  from  the  British  Government,  for  the 
same  object  (steam  navigation)  long  afterwards, 
(in  1788,)  which  was  then  considered  by  all  the 
intelligent  and  scientific  men  of  Condon  as  new 
and  original. 

But  even  if  the  idea  of  steam  navigation  had 
been  entertained  in  Europe  at  this  anterior 
period,  Eumsey  was  not  the  less  original. 
There  was  no  knowledge  in  America  that  such 
a  design  had  ever  been  presented  in  Europe. 
Eumsey,  imperfectly  educated  as  he  was,  with 
a  slight  acquaintance  with  books,  relying,  as 
he  did,  on  bis  own  resources,  on  his  owuinven- 
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tive  genius,  had  never  heard  of  it,  and  even  if 
he  had  heard  that  such  a  suggestion  had  been 
made,  it  can  operate  nothing  in  diminution  of 
his  merit.  I,  sir,  can  declare  that  I  have  in- 
vented a'  plan  for  aSrial  navigation — that  I 
have  devised  a  machine  by  which  I  will 
soar  aloft  above  the  dull  atmosphere  encom- 
passing the  earth,  where  clouds  and  storms 
prevail,  into  the  pure  regions  of  ether,  where, 
manufacturing  an  air  suitable  to  the  sustenta- 
tion  of  life,  I  will  traverse  thousands  of  miles 
an  hour.  But  if  I  stop  here — if  I  exhibit  no 
plan — if  I  devise  no  machinery,  if  I,  in  no  way, 
prove  its  feasibility — surely  I  am  entitled  to  no 
credit  for  this  suggestion  of  a  wandering  fancy, 
common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  you 
afterwards,  whether  you  have  heard  my  sug- 
gestion or  not,  devise  a  plan,  construct  machin- 
ery, and  actually  succeed  in  navigating  the 
air,  the  honor  of  originality  is  exclusively  your 
own.  I  cannot  participate — it  would  be  pre- 
posterous for  me  to  arrogate  any  portion  of 
the  credit.  If,  from  the  infant  state  of  the 
mechanic  arts,  or  your  poverty,  or  your  early 
death,  you  left  it  incomplete,  although  you  had 
done  enough  to  prove  its  practicability,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and 
scientific  men,  and  another  afterwards,  im- 
proving upon  your  plan,  brought  it  into  suc- 
cessful and  general  operation,  would  it  not  be 
unfair  that  your  claims,  although  you  had 
found  the  diamond,  although  you  had  put  the 
ball  in  motion,  should  be  entirely  superseded 
and  disregarded  ?  Should  not  the  world,  in  the 
rendition  of  a  just  judgment,  place  you  at  least 
on  terms  of  equality  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer ;  I  have  already  occupied  too  much 
time.  I  will  only  add,  that  while  many  of 
the  representatives  of  James  Eumsey  are 
poor,  very  poor — for,  in  consequence  of  his 
early  death,  they  never  derived  any  benefits 
from  the  numerous  Inventions  of  their  ances- 
tor, except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
whole  country — there  is  yet  one  of  them 
whose  claims  address  themselves  to  the  best 
sympathies  of  our  nature.  The  one  to  whom 
I  allude  is  the  only  son,  the  only  living  child, 
of  James  Rumsey.  While  his  father  was  in 
England  devoting  himself  with  fatal  intensity 
to  the  completion  of  the  steamboat,  that  son, 
by  a  malignant  disease — scarlet  fever^was,  in 
early  infancy,  deprived  of  the  faculties  of 
speech  and  hearing.  Talented,  ingenious,  ready 
and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  employ- 
ments, he  is  pow  earning  a  scanty  subsistence 
by  daily  labor ;  but,  with  the  improvidence 
common  to  persons  in  his  condition,  making 
no  preparation  for  approaching  old  age.  To 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his 
life,  I  have  thought  his  country  might  eon- 
tribute  something,  without  violating  any  prin- 
ciples of  wise  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood  upon  the  bank  of 
the  beautiful  river  which  washes  the  broad 
border  of  my  own  beloved  State,  and  contem- 


plated the  majestic  steam  palace  in  her  proud 
career,  exchanging  with  rapidity  and  cheapness 
the  productions  of  different  climes,  conveying 
with  comfort  and  expedition  the  travelling 
public,  giving  new  life  and  energy  to  com- 
merce, to  agriculture,  to  national  industry  and 
enterprise:  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood 
in  musing  mood  upon  the  shore  of  the  fair 
Ohio,  and  viewed  the  noble  steamer  moving 
victorious  against  wind  and  current, 

"  Walking  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life  "— 

and  then  reflected  that  the  only  son  of  the  man 
who  first  seriously  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  skilful  and  ingenious  to  the  subject — the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first  yoked  the 
power  of  steam  to  the  car  of  commerce — the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first,  by  actual  trial, 
proved  its  practicability — the  only  son  of  the 
man  who,  in  his  arduous  struggles  to  perfect 
and  present  to  the  world  the  steamboat,  ex- 
pended his  little  fortune,  banished  himself  from 
his  home  and  his  country,  and,  in  spite  of  all 
obstacles,  was  pushing  onwards  to  success, 
when  arrested  by  sudden  death.  When  I  have 
reflected  that  the  only  son  of  this  man  was  toil- 
ing for  his  daily  bread,  smitten  by  his  God, 
and  neglected  by  his  country — when  I  have 
contemplated  that  and  this  spectacle,  the 
steamboat  and  this  unfortunate  son  of  its  invent- 
or, feelings,  emotions,  reflections,  have  crowded 
upon  me  of  a  character  which,  as  a  patriot,  a 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,  I  acknowledge 
it  was  improper  and  sinful  to  entertain.  To 
the  support  of  that  stricken  one  I  have  thought 
his  country,  abounding  in  resources,  with  more 
hundreds  of  millions  of  public  domain  than  she 
can  squander  in  ages,  might  contribute  some- 
thing more  substantial  than  a  medal,  without 
any  extraordinary  stretch  of  liberality.  But 
it  is  not  for  me  to  solict  it,  even  for  him.  I  shall 
be  gratified,  deeply  gratified,  if  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  country  shall  honor  the  memory  of 
his  father  for  aU  his  sacrifices  and  all  his  ser- 
vices by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  have  wished  that  the 
task  which  I  have  eiWeavored  to  discharge 
had  been  undertaken  by  another.  But  while 
I  knew  that  on  every  subject  of  a  political  or 
party  nature  there  would  be,  on  this  arena,  a 
host  of  intellectual  champions  armed  cap-a-pie, 
panting  for  the  conflict,  and  struggling  for  the 
floor,  I  apprehend  that,  in  a  cause  of  this 
kind,  which  is  rather  of  private  concernment, 
there  would  be  but  little  interest  felt,  and  but 
few,  if  any,  prepared  to  couch  a  friendly  or 
defensive  lance.  Hence  I  have  been  con- 
strained to  trespass  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  have  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  this  matter;  yet,  occu- 
pying the  peculiar  position  which  I  do,  if  any 
vote  should  be  taken,  I  will,  of  course,  be  ex- 
cused from  participating  in  it. 

The  resolution  passed  the  House  by  a  unani- 
mous vote. 
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Tariff  Compromise  Act  of  1833 — Historical 

Incidents — Its  Origin — Its  Design  to  prevent 

the  Impending  Prostration  of  the  Protective 

System. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  some  days  ago,  in 
tlie  discussion  of  a  bill  then  before  the  Senate, 
he  had  occasion  to  take  some'notice  of  the  com- 
promise act ;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of 
what  had  passed  in  relation  to  it  between  him- 
self and  a  gentleman  who  was  then  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  Since  making 
that  statement,  he  had  had  reason  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  men- 
tioned, (Governor  Diokekson,)  on  the  subject, 
and  he  had  received  an  answer  which  he  would 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  answer 
stand  as  his  statement.  Mr.  B.  here  read  the 
following : 

ScCKASUNNT,  (N.  J.,)  Feb.  5,  1839. 

Dear  Sin  :  Last  evening  I  received  yours  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  which,  no  doubt,  had  been  detained  on 
the  road  a  day  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
rain  by  which  our  country  has  been  lately  del- 
uged. 

Your  letter  contains  an  extract  from  the  National 
Intelligencer,  in  which  it  is  denied  that  Mr.  Webster 
had  said  to  me  that  he  had  not  been  consulted  as  to  the 
compromise  bill,  &o.,  and  you  ask  for  my  recollections 
as  to  this  fact.  I  hasten  to  relate  to  you  the  facts  in 
this  case,  so  far  as  I  can  now  recollect  them.  On  the 
day  before  Mr.  Clat  introduced  this  bill  into  the 
Senate,  he  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bill  on  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  me.  I  had  not  heard  the  notice  given. 
He  said  he  had  intended  to  show  me  the  bill,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  a  multiplicity  of  business  in  which 
he  had  been  engaged,  but  that  I  should  see  it  in  the 
morning. 

Next  morning  I  waited  upon  Mr."  Webster,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a  bill  was  to  be 
introduced.  He  assured  me  that  he  was  not,  and 
that  he  had  not  been  consulted  upon  it,  and  express- 
ed himself  strongly  of  the  disapprobation  with  which 
such  a  measure  would  be  received  in  New  England. 

In  the  morning  I  arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
after  the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced,  and  I 
found  that  Mr.  Clay  had  made  his  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  his  bill.  Had  I  arrived  before  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  had  commenced,  no  doubt  I  should 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  the  bill  before 
it  was  presented.  As  it  was,  I  never  saw  it  until  it 
was  in  print. 

Mr.  Webster,  as  well  as  myself,  opposed  this  bill, 
and  both  voted  against  it.  If  you  read  the  debates 
that  took  place  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  on  the 
21st,  22d,  and  23d  February,  '33,  I  think  you  will  be 
convinced  that  neither  Mr.  Webster  nor  myself 
could  have  had  any  previous  notice  of  this  bill.  I 
have  not  the  file  of  papers  by  me,  but  you  may 
easily  find  them  at  Washington.  I  will,  however, 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Webster's  speech  upon  this  bill,  re- 
ported in  Niles's  Register,  4th  series,  vol.  8,  page  Y, 
in  which  you  will  find  abundant  proof  that  he  could 
not  have  been  consulted  as  to  its  object  or  details. 


Among  other  expressions  are  these  :  "  There  was  no 
expectation  at  the  commencement  of  this  short  ses- 
sion that  such  a  bill  would  be  passed.  The  Senate 
had  not  had  time  to  know  the  pleasure  of  their  mas- 
ters. No  opportunity  had  been  offered  for  obtain- 
ing a  Tcnowledge  of  either  the  covrse  of  -piMic  opin- 
ion, or  the  effect  of  this  measure  on  the  public 
interests."  If  Mr.  Webster  had  Ijeen  consulted  on 
this  bill,  would  he  have  made  such  declarations  ?  or 
if  made,  would  they  have  passed  unanswered  ? 

Mr.  Clay  had  previously  stated  to  me  his  fears, 
that  Mr.  Verplanck's  bill,  which  he  considered  as 
an  administration  measure,  or  some  other  bill  origi- 
nally from  the  same  source,  would  pass,  greatly  to 
the  injury,  if  not  destruction,  of  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country,  and  suggested  the  propriety 
of  making  further  concessions,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  law  of  '82,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  even 
a  part  of  the  protective  system,  but  without  stating 
what  those  concessions  should  be.  I  answered  him, 
that  I  did  not  fear  Mr.  Verplanck's  bill;  that  it 
could  never  pass ;  that  it  was  already  so  altered  and 
amended  that  I  did  not  believe  Mr.  Veeplanok  would 
vote  for  it  himself ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  should 
suffer  the  law  of  1832  to  go  into  complete  operation 
before  we  should  make  any  alterations  in  its  pro- 
visions. 

There  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Clay 
to  consult  me  on  this  bill ;  what  he  said  to  me  I 
considered  as  a  mere  act  of  courtesy.  The  bill 
originated  with  himself,  without  any  participation 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  of  which  both 
he  and  I  were  members.  The  fact,  however,  that  I 
was  associated  with  him  on  that  committee,  led  to 
a  belief  that  I  must  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  before  it  was  matured,  and 
subjected  me  to  some  unpleasant  inquiries,  as  to  this 
fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I  stated  to  you  the 
conversation  I  had  had  with  Mr.  Webster. 

I  regret  extremely  being  called  on  tp  state  conver- 
sations long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recollections 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  time,  may  not  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  my  own;  more  especially  as 
there  was  much  misapprehension  in  the  public  papers 
as  to  the  debates  upon  this  bill. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had' felt  himself  called  on  to 
write  to  Governor  Dickeeson,  to  know  whether 
he  had  made  any  mistake  in  the  statement  he 
gave  as  to  what  had  passed  between  them.  He 
now  presented  Governor  Dickeeson's  own 
words,  by  which  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
statement  he  had  made  was  substantially  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  Webstee  observed  that  it  was,  of  course, 
very  well  known  that  he  differed  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  as  to  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing the  compromise  act.  He  never  complamed, 
however,  of  any  want  of  courtesy  or  kindness 
in  the  Senator,  for  not  consulting  him  on  the 
subject.  The  truth  was,  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  did  communicate  to  him,  some  weeks 
before,  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  bring 
forward  an  important  measure,  without  saying 
what  that  measure  was.    Ho  certainly  did  be- 
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come  acquainted  with  the  measure  hefore  the 
Senator  introduced  it ;  but  he  could  not  say 
that  he  knew  of  it  hefore  the  notice  was  given 
in  the  Senate.  He  was  inclined  to  thinlc  that 
the  conversation  of  which  Governor  Dickeeson 
spealis,  was  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given 
of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
to  introduce  the  bill.  All  he  had  at  present  to 
say  was,  that,  differing  as  he  did  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  with  regard  to  the  measure 
spoken  of,  he  made  no  complaint  as  to  his  not 
being  consulted. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  slightest  consequence  to  the  Sen- 
ate or  the  public,  to  be  informed  of  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great 
public  measure ;  it  was  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
was  submitted  by  himself,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  after  a  full  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives,  was  adopted  by  decisive  majori- 
ties, and  responded  to  by  the  nation  with  an 
enthusiasm  almost  unexampled.  He  was  not 
responsible  to  any  whether  consultations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  the  subject  before  its  intro- 
duction to  the  Senate ;  it  was  sufBoient  for  him 
to  say  that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed  in  the 
manner  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  came  to  this  city  from  Ash- 
land, in  December,  1832.  At  that  time  there 
was  an  impression  generally  prevalent  that  the 
protective  system  was  about  to  receive  a  fatal 
shook,  and  would  be  prostrated.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
in  company  with  a  friend  from  Louisiana,  since 
deceased.  "While  there,  the  project  of  a  com- 
promise of  this  great  and  important  question 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  was  the  subject 
of  reflection  and  consultation  with  that  friend. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  "Webstee) 
passed  through  Philadelphia  about  that  time, 
and  the  plan  was  communicated  to  him  :  it  was 
true  that  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it.  A  committee  of  very  intelligent 
gentlemen  interested  in  manufactures  waited 
on  him  (Mr.  0.)  to  know  what  could  be  done 
to  save  them  from  the  danger  that  was  threaten- 
ing them.  To  this  committee  he  communicated 
his  plan  of  settling  this  question,  at  least  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  it  met  their  hearty  concur- 
rence and  approval. 

Upon  his  return  to  this  city,  he  consulted 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,) 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  at  first  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  it,  but  after  further  consultation  and 
reflection  upon  it,  his  views  were  changed,  and 
he  voted  against  it.  He  thought  it  was  prior 
to  his  introduction  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate, 
that  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  political  fri6nds 
at  his  lodgings ;  there  were  some  eight  or  ten 
present,  and  his  impression  wa3.that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  was  there  :  certain  he 
was  that  he  was  invited.  The  bill  was  read  at 
this  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discussed ;  and 
the  fact  that  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  such  a  measure  in 
contemplation  was  notorious  in  both  Houses  of 


Congress,  and  one  or  two  motions  were  made 
by  persons  who  had  some  glimpses  of  the  plan 
to  anticipate  its  introduction.  He  regarded 
these  particulars  respecting  the  preliminaries 
to  the  introduction  of  the  compromise  act,  ex- 
cept as  maters  of  history,  unimportant ;  the 
great  and  beneficial  results  that  had  followed  its 
adoption,  was  a  sufficient  excuse  for  its  intro- 
duction. 

With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
(Mr.  DicKEESOK",)  whose  letter  had  been  read, 
he  was  upon  such  terms  with  him  as  to  forbid 
a  confidential  intercourse  between  them.  He 
knew  that  he  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  but  he  was  also  a  friend  of 
the  Administration ;  and  he  stood  as  many 
others,  who  considered  their  devotion  to  the 
Administration  paramount  to  their  devotion  to 
the  highest  interests  of  their  country.  It  seems 
that  from  his  letter,  he  did  mention  the  matter 
to  him,  and  it  might  be  so,  but  he  had  no  recol- 
lection of  having  done  so. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  say  that  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  this  conversational  debate,  except 
in  the  single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ment of  what  had  passed  between  Governor 
Dickeeson  and  himself.  He  had  read  the  let- 
ter for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  that  he 
had  committed  no  error  in  reporting  the  con- 
versation of  that  gentleman.  His  object  was 
accomplished  by  the  reading  of  the  letter  itself; 
and  he  believed  it  was  apparent  that  there  was 
no  mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  Governor 
Dickeeson  ;  and  that  the  statement  of  the  lat- 
ter was  very  consistent  with  the  remarks  which 
the  reading  of  the  letter  had  called  forth. 

Mr.  Davis  well  remembered  the  transactions 
of  the  period  referred  to,  for  he  felt  a  very 
strong  interest  in  what  was  going  on.  He  was 
ready  and  willing  to  do  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky aH  the  justice  he  was  entitled  to,  and 
could  corroborate  his  statement  except  as  to 
that  part  in  which  the  Senator  stated  that  he 
(Mr.  D.)  was  at  one  time  favorably  disposed 
towards  the  compromise  act,  which  was  not  so, 
as  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  from  first  to  last. 

Mr.  Weestee  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  seemed  to  suppose  that 
he  (Mr.  W.  )  was  present  at  a  consultation  prior 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  or 
that  he  was  invited  to  attend.  The  latter  was 
very  probable,  but  he  had  no  recollection  what- 
ever of  being  present  at  any  such  consultation. 

Mr.  Knioht  made  a  few  observations,  too 
inaudible  to  be  understood,  which  terminated 
the  discussion  on  the  subject. 


Sattiedat,  February  16. 
Inland  Trade  between  New  Mexico  and  Missouri 
—  Custom-house  on  Missouri  Frontier. 
Mr.  Linn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  request- 
ing Congress  to  pass  a  law  altering  the  present 
mode  of  issuing  titles  to  land ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  and  custom- 
house at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  and 
allowing  those  who  trade  with  Mexico  hy  land 
the  privilege  of  drawback  and  debenture.  Mr. 
Lnof  went  into  a  number  of  interesting  details, 
Bhowing  the  importance  and  former  extent  of 
the  trade  between  this  country  and  the  Mexican 
provinces,  and  with  the  Indians  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  its  comparative  insigniiicance  at 
present.  The  Hudson  Bay  Company,  from 
their  great  facilities  and  advantages,  were  mo- 
nopohzing  the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
trade,  as  they  imported  their  goods  free  of 
duty ;  and  they  would  soon  obtain  a  danger- 
ous ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
He  said  that  if  there  was  not  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  not  only 
the  trade  with  the  Mexican  provinces  would 
cease,  but  that  the  territory  inhabited  by  these 
Indians  would  be  wrested  from  us.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had,  some  days  since,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
with  a  view  to  doing  something  on  this  subject, 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  and 
act  upon  at  an  early  day. 


HOUSE  01'  EEPRESEK'TATIVES. 

Tuesday,  February  19. 
Beorganization  of  the  Navy. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Banks  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill.  The  question  immediately  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ceaet  to  strike 
out  from  the  biU  the  appropriation  to  the  navy 
board. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  he  was  pleased  that  the  House  had,  since 
he  obtained  it,  shaped  for  itself  another  course, 
by  adopting  the  resolution  calling  for  a  report 
of  a  plan  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  the 
next  session  for  reorganizing  this  board,  and, 
therefore,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  say 
much  as  to  the  particular  motion  before  the 
House.  He  thought  the  course  adopted  was 
the  most  appropriate  one.  Mr.  K.  then  went 
on  to  review  the  policy  of  the  past  and  present 
Administrations,  and  denounced  it  in  unmeas- 
ured terms. 

Mr.  Howard  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said,  as  a  friend  of  the  navy,  he  returned_  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
for  the  interest  he  evinced  in  hurrying  forward 
the  proposition ;  and,  instead  of  being  rebuked 
on  account  of  the  section  of  country  from  which 
it  came,  as  he  had  been  done  by  some  gentle- 
men, he  merited  their  thanks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Kennedy,)  in  vindication  of  the 
Administration.  He  referred  to  the  essential 
services  which  that  gentleman  had  rendered  in 
breaking  down  the  administration  of  John  Q. 
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Adams,  which  he  had  just  eulogized,  and  the 
great  talent  he  had  evinced,  and  had  devoted, 
to  bringing  into  existence  the  administrations 
of  General  Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren, 
which  ho  had  just  denounced  in  such  unmeas- 
ured terms.  He  looked  upon  the  violent  strug- 
gle of  the  Opposition  for  the  Presidency,  as  the 
prolific  source  from  which  sprung  all  the  evils 
of  the  present  day  which  his  colleague  (Mr. 
K.)  complained  of.  He  then  referred  to  the 
tariff  question,  which,  he  feared,  instead  of  being 
settled  with  a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  the 
country,  would  be  pressed  into  requisition  to 
subserve  party  ends,  and  instanced  the  periodi- 
cal attempts  to  agitate  that  question  just  preced- 
ing the  past  Presidential  elections.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  limitation  to  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Presidency,  which  had  been  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Un- 
DEBWOOD,)  and  intimated  that  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of  six  years. 
He  then  examined  the  charge  of  proscription 
which  had  been  so  frequently  rung  in  the  ears 
of  the  party,  and  referred  to  the  large  number 
of  the  Opposition  in  office  in  the  State  he  in 
part  represented,  and  elsewhere,  and  reviewed 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Opposition  where 
they  had  the  power. 

Mr.  Kennedy  briefly  rejoined. 

Mr.  Beonson  said  that,  at  the  suggestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the 
amendment  itself,  but  who  did  not  consider  this 
as  the  proper  time  to  press  it,  and  especially 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  morn- 
ing rendered  further  action  at  this  time  un- 
necessary, he  would  withdravj  the  amendment 
he  had  offered;  and  he  withdrew  it  accord- 
ingly. 

IN  SENATE. 

■  Sattteday,  February  23. 

The  Tice  President  leaves  the  Chair  for  the 
Session. 

The  ViOE  President  said,  that  according  to 
usage,  he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the'Senate  this  session.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence,  and  some  business  at  the 
public  offices  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate 
knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  performing 
his  duties  in  the  chair,  and  therefore  his  ab- 
sence from  the  Senate  became  indispensably 
necessary.  He  would  take  this  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  during  the  years  he 
had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  he 
concluded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  hap- 
py return  to  their  families  and  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  26. 
Petition  of  the  Florentine  Lad  tj,  America 

Vespucci. 
Mr.  Walkee,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
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Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  America  Vespucci,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  petition  of  America  Ves- 
pucci as  relates  to  a  grant  of  land,  beg  leave  to 
report : 
That,  conceiving  it  to  be  their  duty  to  verify  the 
facts  upon  which  the  application  was  founded,  they 
have  examined  a  voluminous  mass  of  documentary 
evidence,  and  find  the  statements  of  the  memorial 
to  be  fully  sustained.  They  have  seen  the  authentic 
certificates  of  baptism,  through  many  generations, 
of  the  Vespucci  family  in  Florence,  which  attest  the 
lineage  and  descent  of  the  memorialist.  They  have 
read  the  highly  favorable  and  compliijientary  letter 
of  the  Queen  of  the  French,  through  her  secretary, 
to  the  petitioner.  They  have  read  the  letter  to  her 
of  the  King  of  the  French,  through  the'  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  subscribing  for  a  work  for  the  King,  of 
which  she  was  the  author ;  and  have  also  read  the 
permission  of  the  French  Minister  of  the  Marine  for 
her  to  sail  in  a  French  national  vessel.  The  com- 
mittee have  also  liad  before  them  her  credentials  from 
the  Minister  of  Tuscany,  in  France,  and  many  other 
papers  of  high  character  and  authenticity  in  her 
favor.  They  have  also  witnessed  her  own  personal 
deportment  here,  and  the  manner  in  which  she  has 
been  received  by  the  French  legation,  which,  added 
to  other  testimonials,  leave  not  a  doubt  of  the  identity 
of  the  memorialist,  and  the  truth  of  her  representa- 
tions. 

After  the  lapse,  then,  of  more  than  three  centuries, 
a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americus  Vespucius 
is  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navigator,  before,  and 
also  after  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  landed 
upon  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  among  the  most 
early  and  scientific  of  those  who  succeeded  the  great 
and  pre-eminent  Columbus  in  the  discovery  of  this 
continent.  A  descriptive  narrative  of  his  several 
voyages  was  written  and  published  by  Americus, 
and  Europe  baptized  with  his  name  this  mighty  con- 
tinent. This  name  can  never  now  be  abandoned. 
It  is  the  name  of  our  beloved  country.  It  is  as- 
sociated with  all  the  glories  of  the  past,  and  the  still 
brighter  hopes  of  the  future.  It  is  written  upon  our 
national  constitution,  and  engraven  upon  the  heart 
of  every  true  American.  Under  this  name  we  have 
succeeded  in  two  struggles  with  the  most  formidable 
power  in  Europe,  and  have  so  wonderfully  aug- 
mented in  population  that,  should  the  same  ratio  of 
increase  continue  for  the  future,  the  close  of  this 
century  will  find  within  our  limits  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  and  more  than  five  mil- 
lions within  the  single  city  of  New  York.  In  reflect- 
ing, then,  with  glory  upon  the  name  of  America, 
can  we  forget  the  great  navigator  from  whom  we 
derived  this  proudest  of  earthly  titles  ?  A  descend- 
ant of  Americus  is  now  here  ;  a  young,  interesting, 
dignified,  and  accomplished  lady,  with  a  mind  of  the 
highest  intellectual  culture,  and  a  heart  beating  with 
all  our  own  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  American  and 
of  human  liberty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bears 
is  a  prouder  title  than  any  that  earthly  monarchs  can 
bestow,  and  she  comes  here  asking  of  us  a  small  cor- 
ner of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass  the  remain- 
der of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her  adoption.  She 
comes  here  as  an  exile,  separated  forever  from  her 
family  and  friends,  a  stranger,  without  a  country  and 
without  a  home,  expelled  from  her  native  Italy  for 


the  avowal  and  maintenance  of  opinions  favorable  to 
free  institutions,  and  an  ardent  desire  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  her  country's  freedom.  That  she  is  in- 
deed worthy  of  the  name  of  America  ;  that  her  heart 
is  indeed  imbued  with  American  principles  and  a  fer- 
vent love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  her  case, 
by  toils,  and  perils,  and  sacrifices,  worthy  of  the 
proudest  days  of  antiquity,  when  the  Roman  and  the 
Spartan  matron  were  ever  ready  to  surrender  life 
itself  in  their  country's  service. 

The  petitioner  desires  the  donation  to  her  of  a 
small  tract  of  land  by  Congress.  With  every  feeling 
of  respect  and  kindness  for  the  memorialist,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  deem  it  impossible  for  this 
Government  to  make  the  grant.  They  think  such  a 
grant  without  a  precedent,  and  that  it  would  violate 
the  spirit  of  those  compacts  by  which  the  public  do- 
main was  ceded  to  this  Government.  It  is  the  unan- 
imous and  anxious  desire  of  the  committee  that  the 
petitioner  should  receive  all  the  benefits  and  recogni- 
tion that  this  Government  can  bestow.  What  this 
Government  cannot  do  is  within  the  power  of  the 
American  people.  They  feel  at  least  an  equal  pride 
and  glory  with  us  in  the  name  of  America.  Tlirough- 
out  our  wide-extended  country,  among  all  classes,  this 
feeling  is  universal ;  and  in  the  humblest  cottage  the 
poorest  American  feels  that  this  name,  the  name  of 
his  beloved  country,  is  a  prouder  title  than  any  that 
adorns  the  monarch's  brow,  and  that  if  he  has  no 
other  property,  this  name,  with  all  its  great  and  glo- 
rious associations,  with  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  fu- 
ture, is  an  all-sufficient  heritage  to  transmit  to  his 
children.  This  generous,  patriotic,  and  enlightened 
people  will  take  into  their  own  hands  the  case  of 
America  Vespucci.  They  will  procure  for  her  that 
home  which  she  desires  among  us.  They  will  do  all 
that  Congress  is  forbidden  to  do,  and  infinitely  more 
than  she  asks  or  desires,  and  demonstrate  to  the 
world  that  the  name  of  America,  our  country's  name, 
is  dear  to  us  all,  and  shall  be  honored,  respected, 
and  cherished  in  the  person  of  the  interesting  exile 
from  whose  ancestor  we  derive  the  great  and  glorious 
title. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lawless  Trespassers  and  Depredators,  from  the 
British  Provinces,  on  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  Pkesidext  submitted  the  following  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

I  lay  before  Congress  several  despatches  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Maine,  with  enclosures, 
communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  by  my  direction,  together  with  a 
note  from  H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  same. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that  a  nu- 
merous band  of  lawless  and  desperate  men,  chiefly 
from  the  adjoining  British  Provinces,  but  without 
the  authority  or  sanction  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, had  trespassed  upon  that  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Brtiain  which  is  watered  by  the  River  Aroostook, 
and  claimed  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Maine ;  and 
that  they  had  committed  extensive  depredations  there 
by  cutting  and  destroying  a  very  large  quantity  of 
timber.  It  will  further  appear  that  the  Governor  of 
Maine,  having  been  officially  apprised  of  the  circum- 
stance, had  communicated  it  to  the  Legislature,  with 
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a  recommendation  of  such  provisions,  in  addition  to 
those  already  existing  by  law,  as  would  enable  him 
to  arrest  the  course  of  said  depredations,  disperse  the 
trespassers,  and  secure  the  timber  which  they  were 
about  carrying  away ;  that  in  compliance  with  a  re- 
solve of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  pursuance  of  his 
recommendation,  his  Excellency  had  despatched  the 
land  agent  of  the  State,  with  a  force  deemed  adequate 
to  that  purpose,  to  the  scene  of  the  alleged  depreda- 
tions, who,  after  accomplishing  a  part  of  his  duty, 
was  seized  by  a  band  of  the  trespassers,  at  a  house 
claimed  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine 
whither  he  had  repaired  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  the  laud  agent  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
Fredericlcton,  in  that  Province,  together  with  two 
other  citizens  of  the  State,  who  were  assisting  him  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  Governor  and  Legisla- 
ture of  Maine,  satisfied  that  the  trespassers  had  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  countries,  learning 
that  they  were  in  possession  of  arms,  and  anticipating 
(correctly,  as  the  result  has  proved)  that  persons  of 
their  recltless  and  desperate  character  would  set  at 
naught  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  without  the 
aid  of  a  strong  force,  had  authorized  the  sheriff,  and 
the  officer  appointed  in  the  place  of  the  land  agent, 
to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  an  armed 
posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  these  dep- 
redations, with  a  view  to  the  entire  dispersion  or 
arrest  of  the  trespassers,  and  the  protection  of  the 
puMic  property. 

■In  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 
Maine  and  Sir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  Brunswioli:,  which  has  grown 
out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
communicated,  the  former  is  requested  to  recall  the 
armed  party  advanced  into  the  disputed  territory  for 
the  arrest  of  trespassers,  and  is  informed  that  a 
strong  body  of  Britisli  troops  is  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  support  and  protect  the  authority  and  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  in  said  territory.  In  answer 
to  that  request,  the  Provincial  Governor  is  informed 
of  the  determination  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  sup- 
port the  land  agent  and  his  party,  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  same  determination,  for  the 
execution  of  which  provision  is  made  by  a  resolution 
of  the  State  Legislature,  is  communicated  by  the 
Governor  to  the  General  Government. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
calling  upon  the  Governor  of  Maine  for  the  recall  of 
the  land  agent  and  his  party  from  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  the  British  Minister  in  making  a  similar 
demand  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agreement 
exists  between  the  two  nations  conceding  to  Great 
Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question,  exclusive  possession  of,  and  jurisdiction 
over,  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  important  bear- 
ing which  such  an  agreement,  if  it  existed,  would 
have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  parties, 
and  the  influence  it  might  have  upon  the  adjustment 
of  the  dispute,  are  too  obvious  to  allow  the  error 
upon  which  this  assumption  seems  to  rest  to  pass  for 
a  moment  without  correction.  The  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox's  note,  will  show  the 
ground  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  point.  It  is  believed  that  all  the 
correspondence  wliich  has  passed  between  the  two 
Governments  upon  this  subject  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  Congress,  and  is  now  on  their  files. 


An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  prepared,  accom- 
panies this  communication.  It  is  possible  that  in 
thus  abridging  a  voluminous  correspondence,  com- 
mencing in  1825,  and  continuing  to  a  very  recent 
period,  a  portion  may  have  been  accidentally  over- 
looked ;  but  it  is  believed  that  nothing  has  taken 
place  which  would  materially  change  the  aspect  of  the 
question  as  therein  presented.  Instead  of  sustaining 
the  assumption  of  the  British  functionaries,  that  cor- 
respondence disproves  the  existence  of  any  such 
agreement.  It  shows  that  the  two  Governments  have 
differed  not  only  in  regard  to  the  main  question  of 
title  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  but  with  reference 
also  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  fact  of  the 
actual  exercise  of  it  in  different  portions  thereof. 
Always  aiming  at  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  dis- 
pute, both  parties  have  entertained  and  repeatedly 
urged  upon  each  other  a  desire,  that  each  should  ex- 
ercise its  rights,  whatever  it  considered  them  to  be, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  collision,  and  allay,  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the  excitement  likely 
to  grow  out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  pursuance 
of  such  an  understanding  that  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, upon  the  remonstrance  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
sisted from  making  sales  of  lands,  and  the  General 
Government  from  the  construction  of  a  projected 
military  road  in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  which 
they  claimed  to  have  enjoyed  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion ;  and  that  Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  in  defer- 
ence to  a  similar  remonstrance  from  the  United  States, 
suspended  the  issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  the 
territory  in  controversy,  and  also  the  survey  and  Jo- 
cation  of  a  railroad  tfarough  a  section  of  country  over 
which  she  also  claimed  to  have  exercised  exclusive 
jurisdiction. 

The  State  of  Maine  had  a  right  to  arrest  the  depre- 
dations complained  of;  it  belonged  to  her  to  judge 
of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her  inter- 
ference ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  had  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  New  Brunswick  been  correctly  advised 
of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  he  would  not  have  regarded  the  transaction 
as  requiring,  on  his  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Each 
party  claiming  a  right  to  the  territory,  and  hence  to 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it,  it  is  manifest  that, 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  timber  by  tres- 
passers, acting  against  the  authority  of  both,  and  at 
the  same  time  avoid  forcible  collision  between  the 
contiguous  Governments  during  the  pendency  of  ne- 
gotiations concerning  the  title,  resort  must  be  had  to 
the  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  such  extreme 
cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement 
as  to  the  limits  within  which  it  should  be  exercised 
by  each  party.  The  understanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has 
been  found  heretofore  sufiBcient  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  believe  will  prove  so  hereafter,  if  the  parties 
on  the  frontier,  directly  interested  in  the  question, 
are  respectively  governed  by  a  just  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  forbearance.  If  it  shall  be  found,  as  there 
is  now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  there  is,  in  the 
modes  of  construing  that  understanding  by  the  two 
Governments,  a  difference  not  to  be  reconciled,  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  propose  to  her  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's Government  a  distinct  arrangement  for  the  tem- 
porary and  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction,  by  means 
of  which  similar  difficulties  may  in  future  be  pre- 
vented. 

But  between  an  effort  on  the  part  of  Maine  to  pre- 
serve the  property  in  dispute  from  destruction  by 
intruders,  and  a  military  occupation  by  that  State  of 
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the  territory,  with  a  view  to  hold  it  by  force,  while 
the  settlement  is  a  subject  of  negotiation  between  the 
two  Governments,  there  is  an  essential  difference,  as 
well  in  respect  to  the  position  of  the  State,  as  to  the 
duties  of  the  General  Government.  In  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 
Maine,  on  the  first  of  March  last,  giving  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  bring  the  controversy  to  a 
termination,  and  designed  to  apprise  the  Governor 
of  that  State  of  the  views  of  the  Federal  Executive, 
in  respect  to  the  future,  it  was  stated,  that  while  the 
obligations  of  the  Federal  Government  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  effect  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question  were  fully  recognized,  it  had,  in  the  event 
of  being  unable  to  do  so  specifically,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, no  other  means  to  accomplish  that  object  ami- 
cably, than  by  another  arbitration,  or  by  a  commis- 
sion with  an  umpire  in  the  nature  of  an  arbitration  ; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  all  other  measures  failing, 
the  President  would  feel  it.  his  duty  to  submit  an- 
other proposition  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question  to  a  third  power. 
These  are  still  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and  until 
this  step  shall  have  been  taken,  I  cannot  think  it 
proper  to  invoke  the  attention  of  Congress  to  other 
than  amicable  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  con- 
troversy, or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  in  any  attempt  to  cfi'ect  that  object  by  a  re- 
sort to  force. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  authorities  of  New  Bruns- 
wick should  attempt  to  enforce  tjie  claim  of  exclusive 
jurisdiction  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of  a  military 
occupation  on  their  part  of  the  disputed  territory,  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  consider  the  contingency 
provided  by  the  constitution  as  having  occurred,  on 
the  happening  of  which  a  State  has  the  right  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Government  to  repel  inva- 
sion. 

I  have  expressed  to  the  British  Minister  near  this 
Government  a  confident  expectation  that  the  agents 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  who  have  been  arrested  under 
an  obvious  misapprehension  of  the  object  of  their 
mission,  will  be  promptly  released  ;  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  that  a  similar  course  will  be  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  agents  of  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. I  have  also  recommended  that  any  militia 
that  may  have  been  brought  together  by  the  State 
of  Maine,  frOm  an  apprehension  of  a  collision  with 
the  Government  or  people  of  the  British  Province, 
will  be  voluntarily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  the  results 
anticipated  from  these  representations  will  be  sea- 
sonably realized.  The  parties  more  immediately  in- 
terested cannot  but  perceive  that  an  appeal  to  arms, 
under  existing  circumstances,  will  not  only  prove 
fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would  postpone, 
if  not  defeat,  the  attainment  of  the  main  objects 
which  they  have  in  view.  The  very  incidents  which 
have  recently  occurred,  will  necessarily  awaken  the 
Governments  to  the  importance  of  promptly  adjust- 
ing a  dispute,  by  which  it  is  now  manifest  that  the 
peace  of  the'  two  nations  is  daily  and  imminently  en- 
dangered. This  expectation  is  further  warranted  by 
the  general  forbearance  which  has  hitherto  charac- 
terized the  conduct  of  the  Government  and  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  line.  In  the  uniform  patriotism 
of  Maine,  her  attachment  to  the  Union,  her  respect 
for  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  her  sister  States,  of 
whose  interest  in  her  welfare  she  cannot  be  uncon- 


scious, and,  in  the  solicitude  felt  by  the  country  at 
large  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  our  neigh- 
bors, we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  she  will  not 
disregard  the  request  that  has  been  made  of  her. 

As,  however,  the  session  of  Congress  is  about  to 
terminate,  and  the  agency  of  the  Executive  may  be- 
come necessary  during  the  recess,  it  is  important 
that  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  should  be  drawn 
to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as  may  be  cal- 
culated to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  call  for  an  extra 
session.  With  that  view,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  you,  and  to  invite 
such  action  thereon  as  you  may  think  the  occasion 
requires. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  26th  February,  1839. 

A  very  interesting  discussion  followed,  in 
which.  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Webstee,  Davis, 
Clat  of  Kentucky,  Walker,  Noetell,  and 
Williams  of  Maine,  participated ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ee- 
lations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  five  thousand 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  February  26. 
General  Appropriation  Bill — Branch  Mints. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  and  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  genersd  appropria- 
tion bill ;  the  pending  question  still  being  on 
striking  out  the  appropriations  for  the  Branch 
Mints  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Louisi- 
ana, and  providing  salaries  for  persons  to  super- 
vise the  public  property  thereat. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  gave  notice  that  he  would 
remain  here  all  night,  and  move  a  call  of  the 
House,  rather  than  again  rise  without  closing 
the  amendments  on  this  hill. 

The  debate  was  continued  at  great  length  by 
Messrs.  Ogle,  Btnum,  Geaham,  and  Eenohee. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  appealed  to  the  House  to 
take  the  question,  and  let  the  biU  he  reported. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  was 
taken,  and  rejected. 


IN  SEKATE. 

Wednesday,  February  27. 

Naturalization  Laws — Repeal. 

Mr.  MouTON  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  entire  repeal  of  the  naturalization 
laws  now  in  force,  and 'the  passage  of  other 
laws  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  influx  of 
foreign  emigrants ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  he 
printed. 

Mr.  EiVBS  then  moved  to  recommit  the  hill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  amend  the  hill  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
resolutions  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
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ate  some  time  since ;  which  was  lost — yeas  13,  ■ 
nays  25. 

North-Eastern  Frontier. 
The  Peesident  submitted  the  following  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

■Washington,  Feb.  27,  1839. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  various  other  doc- 
uments received  from  the  Governor  of  Maine,  relat- 
ing to  the  dispute  between  that  State  and  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Brunswick,  which  formed  the  subject  of 
my  Message  on  the  26th  inst. ;  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
memorandum  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the 
United  States,  of  the  terms  upon  which  it  is  believed 
all  collision  can  be  avoided  on  the  frontier,  consist- 
ently with,  and  respecting  the  claims  on  either  side. 
As  the  British  Minister  acts  without  specific  authority 
from  his  Government,  it  will  be  observed  that  this 
memorandum'  has  but  the  force  of  recommendation 
on  the  Provincial  authorities  and  on  the  Government 
of  the  State.  M.  VAN  BUKEN. 

[memorandum.] 

Her  Majesty's  authorities  consider  it  to  have  been 
understood  and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments, that  the  territory  in  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  on  the  North-eastern 
frontier,  should  remain  exclusively  under  British  ju- 
risdiction until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
question. 

The  United  States  Government  have  not  under- 
stood the  above  agreement  in  the  same  sense,  but 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  whatever  for  the  exercise  by  Great  Britain, 
of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  but  a  mutual  understanding 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  jurisdiction  then 
exercised  by  either  party,  over  small  portions  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  should  not  be  enlarged,  but  be 
continued  merely  for  the  preservation  of  local  tran- 
quillity and  the  public  property,  both  forbearing  as 
far  as  practicable  to  exert  any  authority,  and,  when 
any  should  be  exercised  by  either,  placing  upon  the 
conduct  of  each  other  the  most  favorable  construc- 
tion. 

A  complete  understanding  upon  the  question,  thus 
placed  at  issue,  of  present  jurisdiction,  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  friendly  discussion  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and, 
as  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  there  will  be  an  early 
settlement  of  the  question,  this  subordinate  point  of 
difference  can  be  of  but  little  moment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  and  the  Government  of  the  State  of 
Maine  will  act  as  follows :  Her  Majesty's  officers  will 
not  seek  to  expel,  by  military  force,  the  armed  party 
which  has  been  sent  by  Maine  into  the  district  bor- 
'dering  on  the  Aroostook  River ;  but  the  Government 
of  Maine  will,  voluntarily,  and  without  needless  delay, 
withdraw  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory any  armed  force  now  within  them ;  and  if  future 
necessity  should  arise  for  dispersing  notorious  tres- 
passers, or  protecting  public  property  from  depreda- 
tion by  armed  force,  the  operation  <shall  be  conducted 
by  concert,  jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agree- 
ments between  the  Governments  of  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick. 


The  civil  officers  in  the  service  respectively  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  who  have  been  taken 
into  custody  by  the  opposite  parties,  shall  be  re- 
leased. 

Nothing  in  this  memorandum  shall  be  construed 
to  fortify  or  to  weaken,  in  any  respect  whatever,  the 
claim  of  either  party  to  the  ultimate  possession  of  the 
disputed  territory. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic  Maj- 
esty having  no  specific  authority  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  the  undersigned  can  only 
recommend,  as  they  now  earnestly  do,  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  to  regulate  their 
future  proceedings  according  to  the  terms  herein  set 
forth,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  territorial  dis- 
pute, or  until  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  shall  come  to  some  definite  conclu- 
sion on  the  subordinate  point  upon  which  they  are 
now  at  issue. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
H.  S.  FOX,  H.  B.  M.  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

■Washington,  February  27,  1839. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  ■Williams 
of  Me.,  Pkeston,  Davis,  Kuogles,  "Webster, 
Beown,  "Walker,  and  Calhoun,  the  Message 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, and  five  thousand  additional  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

"WEDifESDAT,  February  27. 
Defalcation  Reports. 

Mr.  Haelan,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  17th  of  January  last,  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  defalcations  of  public  offi- 
cers, made  a  reiiort ;  when 

Mr.  Owens,  of  the  same  committee,  on  be- 
half of  the  minority,  by  leave,  submitted  a  re- 
port containing  the  views  of  the  minority  upon 
the  subject-matters  committed  to  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Haelan,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
moved  the  reading  of  the  conclusions  of  the 
committee ;  and  that  5,000  copies  of  the  re- 
ports with  the  journal,  and  20,000  copies  of  the 
reports  without  the  journal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Peteikin  said  he  was  not  opposed  to 
printing,  but  he  objected  to  the  reading,  unless 
all  the  reports  were  read.  And  he  called  for 
the  reading,  accordingly. 

Some  conversation  followed  in  different  parts 
of  the  House,  of  which  little  could  be  heard, 
owing  to  the  extreme  confusion. 

The  Chaie  decided  that  it  was  a  parliament- 
ary right  to  call  for  the  reading ;  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  on  points  of  order. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
the  majority. 

The  reading  was  frequently  interrupted  by 
attempts  to  suspend  it.  And,  after  it  had  pro- 
ceeded some  way,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Owens,  all 
the  reports  (by  general  consent)  were  laid  on 
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the  table ;  and  5,000  copies  thereof,  with  the 
journal,  and  20,000  copies  of  both  documents, 
without  the  journal,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


IN  SBNATE. 

TnuESDAT,  February  28. 
North-Eastern  Boundary. 
Mr.    Bttohahan,   from    the   Committee    on 
Foreign  Eelations,  to  which  was  refei-red  the 
President's  Message,  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  existing  difficulties  on 
the  North-eastern  frontier,  made  a  report  there- 
on, which  was  read,  as  follows : 
The   Committee   on   Foreign   Eelations,   to   which 
was  referred  the  Messages  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  the  26th  and  the  2'7th  inst, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  in  relation  to 
the  existing  difficulties  on  the  North-eastern  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  report  the  following 
resolutions,   and  recommend  their  adoption  by 
the  Senate : 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  can  discover  no  trace, 
throughout  the  long  correspondence  which  has  been 
submitted  to  them,  between  the   Governments   of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  of  any  under- 
standing,   express   or  implied,   much    less    of   any 
"  explicit  agreement,"  such  as  is  now  alleged,  that 
the  territory  in  dispute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern boundary  of  the  latter,  shall  be  placed  and 
remain  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  Government  until  the  settlement  of 
the  question ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  there 
was,  and  is,  a  clear  subsisting  understanding  between 
the  parties,  under  which  they  have  both  acted,  that, 
until  this  question  shall  be  finally  determined,  each 
of  them  shall  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
over  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  except 
such  parts  of  it  as  may  have  been  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  the  one  or  the  other  party. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  the  United  States  are  bound, 
in  good  faith,  to  comply  with  this  understanding, 
during  the  pendency  of  negotiations,  the  Senate  cap- 
not  perceive  that  the  State  of  Maine  has  violated  the 
spirit  of  it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature,  her  land  agent,  with  a  suflScient 
force,  into  the  disputed  territory,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  expelling  lawless  trespassers  engaged  in  impairing 
its  value  by  cutting  down  the  timber ;  both  parties 
having  a  common  right,  and  being  bound  by  a  com- 
mon duty,  to  expel  such  intruders  from  a  territory 
to  which  each  claims  title,  taking  care,  however,  to 
retire  within  their  acknowledged  limits  when  this 
single  object  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

Mesohied,  That  should  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, in  violation  of  the  clear  understanding  be- 
tween the  parties,  persist  in  carrying  its  avowed  de- 
termination into  execution,  and  attempt,  by  military 
force,  to  assume  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  all  of  which,  they  firmly  believe, 
rightfully  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  exigency, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  will  then  have  occurred, 
rendering  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  President, 
under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  and  employ  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such  an  invasion. 
And  in  this  event,  the  Senate  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  the  President  in  defending  the  rights 
of  the  country.  I 


Jiesolved,  Ihsd,  should  the  British  authorities- re- 
frain from  attemping  a  military  occupation  of ,  the 
territory  in  dispute,  and  from  enforcing  their  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  by  arms,  that  then, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  State  of  Maine 
ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a  course  of  similar  for- 
bearance. And  should  she  refuse  to  do  so,  and  de- 
termine to  settle  the  controversy  for  herself  by  force, 
the  adjustment  of  which  is  intrusted  under  the  con- 
stitution to  the  Federal  Government,  in  such  an 
event  there  will  be  no  obhgation  imposed  on  that 
Government  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Treasury  Notes. 

The  hill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
act  providing  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Websteb  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Weisht,  whether  there  was  any  intention  of 
selling  the  remaining  bond  due  by  the  Bant 
of  the  United  States,  gave  it  nnhesitatingly  as 
his  opinion  that  the  sale  of  the  second  "bond 
was  not  only  perfectly  legal,  but  a  judicious 
proceeding.  He  thought,  moreover,  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  funds  had  been  disbursed 
had  a  considerable  agency  in  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments. 

The  hill  was  passed  withont  a  division. 


HOUSE  01"  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thtjesdat,'  February  28. 
Florida  War —Lost  Horses. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  prevent- 
ing and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  1839, 
then  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bell  renewed  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  him  in  committee : 

"  For  paying  the  value  of  the  horses  and  equipage 
of  the  Tennessee  and  other  volunteers  who  have  at 
any  time  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  which  were  turned 
over  to  the  Government  by  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding general,  or  other  commanding  ofHcer,  said 
value  to  be  ascertained  by  the  appraisement  of  said 
value  when  the  volunteers  entered  the  service,  $62,- 
000. 

"  And  the  provisioni  of  acta  approved  and  in  force 
at  various  periods  since  1813,  authorizing  payment 
for  horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
rangers,  militia,  and  volunteers,  are  hereby  revived 
and  extended  for  two  years,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  and  under  the  action  of  the  Third 
Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to  embrace  all  cases  not 
already  satisfied,  of  horses  lost  to  their  owners  in  ser- 
vice as  aforesaid,  in.  battle  or  otherwise,  where  due ' 
care  and  diligence  be  rendered  manifest  on  the  part 
of  the  owner ;  and  whether,  if  the  death  or  loss  of 
rangers'  horses  shall  have  occurred  for  want  of  for- 
age, and  at  places  when  acting  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  commanding  oflBcers,  forage  could  not  have 
been  procured  by  proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner." 

Mr.  KnssELL  renewed  his  amendment  to  the 
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amendment  of  Mr.  Bell,  by  adding  thereto  the 
following : 

"  No  payment,  however,  shall  be  made  for  horses 
or  other  property  lost  or  destroyed,  when  the  loss  or 
destruction  shall  have  been  occasioned  by  the  fault 
or  neglect  of  the  owner,  or  when,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  the  risk  was  upon  the  owner  of  the  property. 
And  the  yaluation,  when  horses  have  been  turned 
over  to  the  Government,  shall  be  made  at  the  time 
they  were  turned  over. 

Mr.  TuENET  Tvarmly  opposed  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  R.,  and  supported  the  original  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  Downing, 

Mr.  Bell  accepted  the  first  branch  of  the 
amendment  as  a  modification  ;  but  the  second, 
he  said,  would  have  the  effect  of  defeating  the 
whole. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Cham- 
BEB8,  the  last  branch  of  Mr.  Russell's  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Geennell  opposed  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Bell,  and  entreated  the  House  to  put  it  oft 
till  next  session,  and  not,  thus  in  the  dark,  vote 
so  large  a  draft  upon  the  Treasury  without 
having  the  facts  or  any  investigation. 

Mr.  Russell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  61. 


IN  SENATE. 

Feidat,  March  1. 

Oerun'al  Appropriation  Bill — Booh  Purchases 

— Disagreement  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  hill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil 
aad  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  1839,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, and  after  several  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance  had  been  concurred 
in,  the  amendment  of  the  committee  proposing 
to  strike  out  the  following  section,  viz :  "  For 
the  balance  due  on  account  of  the  first  volume 
of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  Uriited 
States,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate forty  copies  of  said  work,  and  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  copies  of  said  work,  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d,  24th, 
and  25th  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled  to 
receive  the  same  under  former  resolutions  or 
acts  of  Congress,"  was  considered. 

Mr.  Webstee  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
not  strike  out  this  appropriation.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  un- 
important to  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate 
on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  appro- 
priation to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  this  Government,  and  he 
thought  the  proper  way  was  to  agree  to  it,  and 


not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill  and  the  conse- 
quent stopping  of  the  Government  by  delaying 
the  passage  of  it.  If  gentlemen  would  persist 
in  consuming  time,  and  were  determined  to 
higgle  with  the  House  on  this  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  he  had  warned  them  of 
the  consequences,  and  they  must  take  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  Weight  said,  if  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  responsi- 
bility, or  that  I  fear  to  meet  it, Tie  does  not  know 
me.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  time  was  come  when 
the  Senate  should  make  a  stand  upqp  this  sub- 
ject, and  said  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  bill,  if  it  was  lost,  would  rest  with  those 
who  had  incorporated  this  provision  into  it. 
Mr.  "W.  went  on  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  practice  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  distributing  them  among 
themselves,  and  trusted  that  the  Senate  would 
not  countenance  it  any  longer. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Benton  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
when 

The  Peesident  announced  there  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Sevieb  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Peesident  said  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas might  reach  his  object  by  moving  that  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  summon  the 
absent  Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending, 
the  presiding  oflScer  might  issue  his  warrani, 
and  have  them  brought  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Seviee  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

Several  Senators  requesting  Mr.  S.  to  with- 
draw his  motion, 

Mr.  AValkee  hoped  that  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  would  persist  in  it.  The  only  Sena- 
tors who  were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were 
endangered  by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that 
body,  were  in  their  seats  attending  to  their 
public  duties,  while  a  majority  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  not  the  plea  of  illness  to  offer  as  an 
excuse  for  their  absence,  were  in  their  beds. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  could  not 
induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  compelled  by 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  public  busi- 
ness. 

After  some  conversation  the  motion  was 
withdrawn,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  2. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Boole  Purchases 
— Documentary  History  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1839,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Documentary  History— 
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Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  muoli  length  against 
the  appropriation,  and  also  against  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  books,  and  i-ead  from  reports  of 
committees  to  justify  what  he  said.  He  con- 
sidered this  whole  business  of  printing  books 
for  members  of  Congress — a  practice  which  had 
grown  up  within  a  few  years  past — to  be  one 
of  the  most  abominable  abuses  which  now  be- 
set the  Government,  and  he  considered  this 
particular  job  as  the  most  abominable  of  the 
whole.  Taken  in  every  way,  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  got  through  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  attentive  members — he  meant 
others  still  more  than  himself — the  enormity  of 
the  sum  involved — the  vast  bulk  and  little 
worth  of  the  work — and  the  distribution  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly 
an  abominable  abuse.  None  of  us  knew  that 
such  a  work  was  authorized  by  us.  It  was 
passed  in  1833,  and  it  was  nearly  a  year  after- 
wards before  we  discovered  what  we  had  done. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  found  it  out  from  Mr.  Mangum,  of 
North  Carolina,  at  the  next  session,  who  was 
a  member  of  a  committee  who  discovered  what 
had  been  done ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  it 
was  found  out  that  an  act  had  been  passed  by 
which  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  at 
the  least,  and  possibly  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
to  hh  given  to  an  officer  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives (Mr.  St.  C.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House)  and  Ids  partner,  for  printing  a  work  to 
be  given  to  those  who  voted  that  officer  and 
his  partner  the  money !  As  soon  as  found  out, 
the  abuse  was  resisted  by  some  members,  and 
Las  been  resisted  for  six  years,  but  without 
efiect ;  for  while  a  majority  condemn  and  de- 
nounce it,  yet  they  are  placed  under  duress,  and 
compelled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  the  distri- 
bution by  putting  them  in  the  appropriation  bills 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  then 
making  it  a  question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and 
stop  the  Government,  or  let  the  distribution  go 
on.  He,  for  one,  would  vote  against  it,  and  let 
the  Government  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
sequence ;  and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was 
that  would  break  up  the  Government  before 
they  would  cease  voting  books  to  themselves ! 
Even  if  the  vote  of  the  books  was  right  in  itself, 
it  would  be  wrong  to  be  jjut  into  an  appropri- 
ation bill ;  and  he  would  not  be  coerced  by 
finding  it  there.  But  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itself,  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
abuse—  enormous  for  the  amount  of  money — 
enormous  for  the  principle — enormous  for  the 
frightful  progress  which  it  made — enormous  for 
the  consequences  it  might  lead  to.  Every  ses- 
sion we  have  jobs  and  distributions.  A  multi- 
tude of  works  have  been  printed  and  distribut- 
ed. They  multiply  every  session.  We  vote 
the  money  to  the  jobber — the  jobber  gives  the 
books  to  us — and  many  of  us  sell  the  books  in- 
stanter  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  some  other  pur- 
chaser. Twenty  thousand — forty  thousand — 
sixty  thousand  dollars — are  a  common  vote, 
arid  done  with  a  rapidity  which  defies  all  de- 
scription, and  in  a  way  to  escape  the  notice  of 


the  most  attentive  members.  But  this  is  a 
case,  not  of  twenty — or  forty — or  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  but  of  one  or  two  millions !  It  is 
absolutely  a  case  of  millions,  and  may  be  as 
many  as  the  jobbers  choose  to  make  it.  It  is 
without  limits  or  boundaries ;  it  is  to  print 
whatever  the  jobbers  choose  to  print — for  there 
is  no  earthly  control  over  them — under  the 
name  of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  Kevo- 
lution.  Already  they  inform  us  that  the  private 
and  public  libraries  of  America  and  Europe  are 
to  be  explored  to  find  either  manuscript  or 
printed  matter  to  be  published ;  and  they  are 
at  liberty  to  publish  all  that  they  can  find. 
The  first  computation  supposed  it  might 
amount  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars; 
then  the  undertakers,'  when  the  enormity  of 
that  sum  startled  everybody,  proposed  to  put 
a  limit  on  themselves  by  limiting  the  number 
of  volumes.  They  proposed  to  limit  the  vol- 
umes to  twenty, -and  left  the  number  of  pages 
unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  800  pages. 
The  pay  was  by  the  page — so  much  the  page 
— and  at  this  rate  it  would  come  to  $20,400  a 
volume ;  and  twenty  volumes  would  make 
$4:08,000.  This  seemed  to  impose  a  limit,  but 
it  was  all  an  illusion  !  The  number  of  pages 
were  unlimited,  and  instead  of  800,  the  first 
volume — the  only  one  printed — contains  above 
1,000  pages  I  and  instead  of  $20,400,  the  esti- 
mated, the  actual  price  is  $26,000 !  and  by 
doubling  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $52,- 
000.  This  bill  is  to  pay  a  balance,  a  balance 
due  for  the  first  volume ;  and  this  balance  is 
$5,600!  the  estimated  price  of  $20,400  having 
been  previously  paid.  At  this  rate  the  twenty 
volumes  will  cost  $520,000 ;  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  limit  it  to  that  amount ;  the  publishers 
can  print  what  they  please,  as  many  volumes 
as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages  as  they 
please  in  each  volume ;  and  being  paid  by  the 
page,  the  bulk  of  the  work,  and  the  amonnt  of 
the  price,  is  absolutely  without  limit!  It  is 
also  without  limit  as  to  time !  It  may  last  for 
centuries,  and  through  generations;  and  the 
families  of  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Force  may  be 
pensioned  on  the  Federal  Government  through 
successive  ages.  It  is  a  personal  contract  with 
Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force ;  it  will  descend  to 
their  representatives ;  it  has  taken  six  years 
to  make  one  volume;  and  twenty  volumes, 
even  if  limited  to  that,  would  require,  at  the 
same  rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  to 
complete  the  work.  So  slow  is  the  forthcoming 
work  that  we  have  been  told  on  this  fioor — 
told  by  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  who  began  the 
good  work  of  opposing  this  business — that  he 
was  well  informed  that  a  member  had  sold  his 
interest  in  the  whole  Documentary  History,  for 
which  we  pay  a  million  or  so,  for  ten  dollars  in 
hand. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  the  ground  that  the  whole 
contract  ought  to  be  set  aside,  for  fraud  :  first, 
in  the  manner  of  getting  it  through  Congress 
in  a  way  to  prevent  all  knowledge  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  work,  and  that  by  an  officer  of  the 
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House ;  next,  for  want  of  moral  or  constitu- 
tional powei-  in  the  Congress  to  vote  them- 
selves such  presents ;  third,  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  price  was  fixed,  and  fixed  nearly 
twice  too  much — as  he  proved,  by  reading  an- 
swers to  inquiries  from  the  most  eminent  book- 
sellers of  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  address- 
ed to  them  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  after  the  discovery  of  the  extent 
of  the  job  given  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
He  read  from  the  report  to  show  that  Messrs. 
Clarke  and  Force  virtually  fixed  the  price  them- 
selves by  putting  it  into  the  face  of  the  law, 
that  they  were  to  have  at  the  same  rate  that 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Eives  were  paid  for  a  certain 
work,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  by  Mr. 
Force,  who  was  selected  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr. 
Lowry  for  that  purpose ;  Clarke  and  Force's 
bill  depending  in  Congress,  while  Mr.  Force,  as 
a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price  of  work  which 
was  to  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  with  declaring  that  this  book 
printing  and  book  distributing  business  had 
become  an  enormous  abuse ;  that  the  attention 
of  the  country  ought  to  be  roused  up  to  it ;  and 
if  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
was  lost,  it  would  rouse  the  country,  and,  in 
the  end,  save  millions.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  resisting  this  business  for  six  years 
without  any  efifect,  for  it  was  growing  and  in- 
creasing annually.  But  he  should  go  on  oppos- 
ing it,  opposing  all  these  jobs,  great  and  small. 
He  had  to  encounter  friends  and  foes,  and  to 
draw  on  himself  censure  and  opposition.  He 
was  sorry  for  it,  but  he  could  not  help  it.  The 
abuse  must  be  stopped,  and  he  had  taken  a 
fixed  and  inexorable  resolution  to  try  and  stop 
it.  He  had  put  on  his  iron  nerves,  and  should 
yield  to  neither  friends  nor  foes. 

Mr.  SouTHAED  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  that 
this  sum  was  due  under  a  contract  which  was 
a  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  Congress,  before 
withholding  appropriations,  ought  to  declare 
that  contract  null  and  void,  which  no  one  dared 
to  propose  in  direct  terms,  or  else  they  ought 
to  make  a  compromise,  and  allow  Clarke  and 
Force  suitable  damages. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  vote  for  this  ap- 
propriation, but  a  sense  of  duty  would  not 
allow  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  giving  books  to 
members  of  Congress.  He  agreed,  however, 
if  Clarke  and  Force  should  suffer  damage  on 
account  of  a  failure  in  Congress  to  fulfil  a  con- 
tract, they  ought  to  be  remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Fosteh,  the  question  was 
divided, so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the 
Senate  would  make  this  appropriation;  and, 
second,  whether  the  books  should  be  distributed 
as  provided  for  by  the  bill. 

The  former  of  these  questions  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  thus  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $5,602  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Eoane,  Robinson; 


Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  "Walker,  "Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  "Wright — 20. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick,  Eobbins,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  and  "Webster 
—13. 

The  question  on  the  distribution  of  the  books 
was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Eoane,  Eobinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  "Walk- 
er, "Wall,  "White,  "Williams  of  Maine,  "Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  "Wright — 29. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Davis,  Southard,  and  "Webster — 3. 

The  Maine  Boundary — Increased  Power  and 
Means  to  the  President  in  the  enent  of  In- 
vasion of  that  State. 

The  bill  from  the  House  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for 
the  defence  of  the  "United  States  in  certain  oases 
against  invasion,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
received,  the  16tb  joint  rule  in  the  way  of  its 
reception  was  suspended,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded forthwith  to  consider  the  bill.  After 
having  been  read  the  first  time, 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  under  present  circumstances,  to  refer  this 
bill  to  a  committee.  The  subject  was  perfectly 
understood  by  every  Senator ;  the  bill,  as  it  had 
passed  the  House,  was  on  their  tables ;  and  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  had  been  fully  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  last 
evening.  He  therefore  thought  that  they  had 
better  not  refer  the  bill,  but  take  it  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Whole,  and  act  on  it  at  once. 

Mr.  BtroHANAN  observed  that  the  bill  from 
the  House,  now  before  the  Senate,  entirely  met 
his  approbation,  with  perhaps  a  single  excep- 
tion. Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  doubted 
the  policy  of  sending  a  special  minister  to 
England;  but  he  should  make  no  motion  to 
strike  this  provision  from  the  bill,  unless  his 
doubts  might  be  fortified  by  the  opinion  of 
other  Senators.  "With  this  exception,  if  such 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  he  believed, 
was  just  such  a  one  as  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  would  have  unanimously  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  had  it  not  been  deemed  more 
proper  that  this  measure  should  originate  in 
the  House.  It  was  precisely  in  accordance 
with  the  resolutions  which  had  passed  the  Sen- 
ate last  night,  by  which  we  pledged  ourselves, 
that  in  case  the  British  Government  should 
attempt  to  take  .possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  we  would  stand  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  sustain  him  with  all  the 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  repelling  this 
aggression.  This  bill  contained  no  provisional 
army.  It  simply  authorized  a  resort  to  the 
militia  and  volunteers,  in  case  it  should  become 
necessary  to  call  out  a  military  force  before 
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Congress  could  be  convened,  and  appropriated 
the  money  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object. 
Mr.  B.  agreed  with  his  friend  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Benton,)  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  refer 
this  bill  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  plain  and 
simple  in  its  provisions,  and  the  session  so  near 
its  close.  As  to  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
special  minister  to  England — he  would  be  glad 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  other  Senators  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Tallmadok  observed  that  he  differed 
with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  in  one 
particular.  He  was  highly  in  favor  of  sending 
a  special  minister  to  England.  He  thought  the 
minister  sent  should  be  a  man  of  character  and 
standing,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  the  President 
would  send  any  other. 

Mr.  SouTHAED  acknowledged  that  he  felt 
great  difficulty  in  passing  so  promptly  on  a  bill 
of  such  magnitude.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the 
light  that  other  Senators  did,  as  carrying  out 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  but  going  far  beyond  them.  He 
greatly  feared  the  consequences  of  passing  such 
a  bill,  and  was  alarmed  at  what  would  be  the 
result  of  its  passage.  For  if  it  did  pass,  and 
the  President  should  call  for  the  volunteers 
authorized  by  it,  there  would  be  a  war  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain  which  might 
last  for  years.  Where  were  these  volunteers 
to  be  raised,  and  how  ?  The  moment,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  that  hill  is  passed,  you  will  find  volun- 
teers assembling  under  it,  and  eager  to  march 
into  the  British  territories. 

Now,  I  ask  you  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look 
upon  the  whole  of  our  frontiers,  and  see  what 
has  occurred  there  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  tone  and  temper  of 
the  people.  Did  it  not  require  all  the  exertions 
of  the  Executive  to  repress  the  spirit  that  was 
so  openly  manifested  ?  He  would  as  soon,  Mr. 
S.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  declaration  of  war 
as  this  bill.  The  great  danger  was  that  the 
volunteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they 
would,  as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  British 
territory,  and  thus  bring  on  a  war  while  the 
two  Governments  were  in  the  progress  of  ad- 
justing the  differences  between  them.  There 
were  other  provisions  of  this  bill  to  which  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent,  and  there 
were  others  which  lie  approved  of,  and  among 
the  latter  was  the  one  referred  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York.  He  hoped  that  a  special 
minister  would  be  sent  to  England,  and  that 
the  mission  would  result  in  the  settlement  of 
all  our  differences  with  that  power.  God  for- 
bid that  a  war  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
land, the  representatives  of  the  freedom  of  the 
world,  should  ever  take  place.  He  did  not  fear 
the  contest  if  it  should  be  forced  on  him ;  but, 
said  he,  if  we  go  into  this  conflict,  I  wish  to  go 
into  it  coolly  and  dispassionately,  and  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  carry  with  us  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country.  He  preferred 
that  the  bill  should  be  sent  to  a  committee, 


with  a  view  to  a  more  mature  consideration 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  recommendation 
of  some  measure  less  calculated  to  precipitate 
the  country  into  a  war.  In  the  present  posture 
of  affairs,  this  section  authorizing  the  raising 
of  volunteers,  would  be  looked  on  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
menace,  and  perhaps  lead  this  high-spirited 
people  into  acts  of  hostility,  which  more  mode- 
rate measures  on  our  part  might  prevent.  How 
could  we  expect  any  successful  negotiations  for 
terminating  our  differences  with  the  British 
Governtnent,  with  this  threat  hanging  over 
them  ?  Would  they  not  point  to  it  as  an  act 
of  hostility,  and  refuse  to  negotiate  until  it  was 
withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  S.,  after  some  further  remarks,  conchided 
by  moving  to  refer  the  bUl  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  did  not  know  that  he  had 
any  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill ;  the 
remark  he  made  was  in  regard  to  the  sending 
of  a  minister.  But  he  saw  no  cause  for  the 
alarm  felt  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
No  one  could  pretend  that  volunteers  would  be 
raised  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  till  the 
President  called  for  them ;  and  after  he  has 
called  for  them,  they  will,  as  soon  as  i-aised,  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot 
go  to  Canada,  or  anywhere  else,  without  or- 
ders. He  could  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  that  any  part  of  this  bill 
could,  justly  he  viewed  as  a  threat  or  menace. 
We  have  been  threatened  with  invasion, 
and  though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  threat 
would  be  carried  into  execution,  yet  it  was 
highly  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  any  such 
contingency.  Should  the  British  Government 
complain  of  this  clause  of  the  bOl  as  a  menace, 
which  he  did  not  believe  they  would  do,  the 
President  could  say,  that  from  the  very  nature 
of  our  institutions,  we  were  unprepared  for  any 
emergency,  and  therefore  it  was  that  Congress 
passed  this  measure  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  invasion  that  was  threat- 
ened. We  shall  always,  said  Mr  T.,  enter  into 
a  conflict  with  a  foreign  power  under  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances,  but  we  shall  become 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triumph  in  the 
end.  He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  would  therefore  give  it  his  vote. 
We  passed,  said  he,  unanimously  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations ;  and  last  session  we  passed  resolu- 
tions just  as  strong,  and  what  did  they  amount 
to?  To  nothing.  The  British  Government, 
instead  of  giving  up  their  claims,  had  advanced 
the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  threatened  to  support  it 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  was  for  putting  the  country  in  a 
situation  to  meet  the  threatened  contingency. 
He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  authorizing 
this  volunteer  force  to  be  raised.  They  will  he 
embodied  only  when  the  President  shall  call 
for  them;   and  being  under  his  orders,  they 
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■will  not  be  able  to  march  a  foot  until  he  com- 
mands it. 

Mr.  Meheiok  was  in  favor  of  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
It  was  an  important  measure,  and  should  go 
through  all  the  forms  of  legislation ;  and  if  it 
passed,  it  should  be  after  full  and  solemn  de- 
liberation. There  was  no  man  in  the  country 
more  reluctant  to  go  to  war  than  ho  was.  A 
war  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  people 
he  represented,  but  he  would  not  sacrifice  the 
honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of  any 
consequences  resulting  from  authorizing  this 
volunteer  corps.  They  are,  he  said,  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  freemen  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  them  we  can  as  safely  rely  for  obeying 
the  laws  as  for  defending  the  liberties  of  the 
country.  We  are  about  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  ad- 
journ, and  cannot  meet  again  for  many  months. 
We  are  threatened  with  invasion,  and  the  dan- 
ger is  great  that  the  threat  will  be  carried  into 
execution.  My  opinion  is  (said  Mr.  M.)  that 
war  will  come  before  twelve  months  are  over, 
do  what  you  will.  Ought  we,  then,  to  adjourn 
without  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  President 
to  defend  the  country  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  that  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  considering  the  position 
which  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
the  Senate  would  excuse  him  for  asking  their 
attention  for  a  few  moments,  whilst  he  replied 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  fromlSTew  Jersey, 

(Mr.  SODTHAED.) 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  not  ex- 
cited in  the  sliglitest  degree,  but  am  calm  as  a 
summer's  morning  :  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 
Senate  required  a  caution  against  acting  under 
violent  impulse.  I  confess  that,  throughout 
the  whole  proceeding,  I  have  been  only  anxious 
that  we  should  act  with  such  coolness,  such 
dignity,  and  such  discretion,  as  would  secure 
the  approbation  of  the  country.  This  import- 
aat  object  has,  I  think,  been  accomplished. 
The  justice  of  our  cause  is  palpable ;  and  I 
have  only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being 
obscured,  by  the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in 
tlie  assertion  of  our  rights,  on  which  our  con- 
stituents could  be  fairly  divided  in  opinion.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  I  have  come  into  con- 
flict with  the  State  of  Maine,  in  relation  to  the 
fourth  resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 
Although  I  preferred  that  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  because  it  was  more  precise,  yet 
the  change  in  the  last  clause  does  not  materially 
afi'ect  the  meaning;  and  it  has  procured  a 
unanimous  vote  in  its  favor — a  consummation 
much  to  be  desired.  Should  Maine  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  then 
if  war  must  come,  it  will  find  the  country 
unanimous.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it 
will  be  a  war  of  pure  aggression,  waged,  during 
the  pendency  of  peaceful  negotiations,  for  the 
purpose  of  assuming  exclusive  military  juris- 
diction, against  the  clear  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  over  a  territory 


to  which  she  has  not  even  a  shadow  of  title. 
In  such  an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  war 
or  national  dishonor ;  and  between  these  two, 
what  American  can  hesitate  ?  Force  must  be 
repelled  by  force ;  or  national  degradation  is 
the  inevitable  consequence.  I  confess,  how- 
'ever,  it  is  stiU  diflBcult  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  will  madly  rush  into  such  a  contest  for 
an  object  so  inconsiderable.  This  is  a  question 
for  her  own  decision.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exercise  forbearance 
until  the  shock  of  arms  shall  render  forbearance 
no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
what  is  there  in  this  bill  which  is  not  precisely 
in  conformity  with  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  last  night  ?  Which  was  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  these  resolutions  ?  Was  it  not 
that  one  which  declared  that,  if  the  British 
Government  should,  in  pursuance  of  its  avowed 
determination,  attempt,  by  military  force,  to 
take  possession  of  the  dispiited  territory,  that 
we  would  sustain  the  President  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  in- 
vasion? This  is  the  single  principle  clearly 
and  strongly  expressed  in  the  fourth  resolution. 
What,  then,  do  we  propose  to  do  by  this  biU  ? 
Merely  to  carry  out  this  principle  in  practice ; 
and  that,  too,  in  the  mildest  form  consistently 
with  the  safety  of  the  country.  Would  we  not 
make  ourselves  a  ridiculous  spectacle  before  all 
mankind,  if  we  should  adjourn,  after  adopting 
this  solemn  resolution,  and  leave  the  President, 
without  a  dollar,  to  defend  the  country,  in 
case  it  should  be  attacked  ?  We  first  pledge 
ourselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  sustain 
him ;  and,  when  called  upon  to  redeem  our 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  duty  which, 
but  yesterday,  we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  Is 
there  a  single  Senator  here  prepared  to  act  such 
a  part  ? 

This  bill  is  in  fact  but  little  more  than  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  President,  to  enable  him  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  in  execution  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  existing  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  dis- 
puted territory.  It  is  true  that  the  term  of 
service  is  extended  from  three  to  six  months, 
and  the  President  is  authorized  to  accept  of  the 
services  of  volunteers.  These  are  the  only 
changes  in  the  old  law  effected  by  the  bill.  It 
does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  regular 
army.  Until  the  nest  meeting  of  Congress,  it 
relies  exclusively  upon  the  present  army,  militia 
and  volunteers  of  the  country,  to  repel  the  in- 
vasion of  the  disputed'  territory.  Now,  I  ask, 
what  less  can  we  do,  unless  regardless  of  our 
duty,  we  should  determine  to  adjourn  wliilst 
war  is  impending  over  us,  without  providing 
any  means  of  defence  ?  And  yet  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he  sees  in  the  bill 
a  menace  to  England ;  and  he  dreads  a  rushing 
of  armed  citizen  volunteers  across  our  frontier 
for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power.    But  what  says  the  bill  ?    Un- 
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less  the  contingency  should  happen  for  which 
it  provides,  these  volunteers  will  remain  at 
home.  They  can  never  be  embodied  without 
the  orders  of  the  President.  They  cannot  move 
towards  the  frontier  until  the  event  shall  occur 
on  which  we  have  solemnly  declared  that  we 
will  cordially  co-operate  with  the  President  in-- 
defending  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  country. 
What,  then,  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
the  Senator's  argument  ?  That  we  shall  adopt 
no  precautionary  measures  to  repel  a  threaten- 
ed invasion,  lest  perchance  they  may  be  con- 
strued into  a  menace  by  the  invading  power. 
The  gentleman  has  not  seen  the  point  to  which 
his  own  argument  would  lead  him.  If  he  had, 
it  never  would  have  been  advanced.  Besides, 
this  argument  implies  a  want  of  confidence  in 
our  citizen  volunteers,  which  I  do  not  feel. 

If  we  adjourn  without  passing  this  bill,  we 
shall  richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  a 
Government  valiant  in  resolutions  upon  paper 
— a  Government  mighty  in  words,  but  con- 
temptible in  action.  "We  should  become  the 
scorn  of  our  constituents. 

But  this  bill  is  called  a  threat.  A  threat ! 
To  prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  in- 
vade our  territory  has  been  avowed,  is  a  threat 
which  may  offend  our  powerful  neighbor ! 
Such  was  not  the  opinion  of  General  "Washing- 
ton, He  believed  that  to  prepare  for  war  was 
the  best  mode  of  preserving  peace.  "Weakness 
always  invites  aggression.  Fortunately,  or  un- 
fortunately, for  us,  from  the  very  nature  of  our 
institutions,  we  shall  never  be  well  prepared 
for  war ;  but  for  this  very  reason,  when  we 
have  cause  to  apprehend  immediate  danger, 
our  exertions  ought  to  be  so  much  the  more 
vigorous.  "We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harvey 
is  collecting  and  concentrating  his  forces,  which 
it  is  said  will  amount  to  four  or  five  thousand 
regular  troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
making  a  descent  on  thfe  disputed  territory,  and 
placing  it  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
England.  "When  this  danger  is  impending, 
shall  we  place  ourselves  in  the  contemptible 
position  of  resolving  that  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  be  defended,  and  then  re-resolving  that  it 
shall  not  be  defended,  lest  it  might  give  offence 
to  the  British  Government?  "We  can  never 
avert  war  by  base  submission ;  and  if  we  could, 
the  people  of  this  country  will  never  purchase 
peace  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No,  sir, 
never.  If  the  British  Government  should  ever 
complain  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  our  Minister 
can  point  with  confidence  to  the  letter  and 
proclamation  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  he 
has  first  threatened  to  take  military  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  under  the  express  com- 
mand of  his  sovereign.  He  can  show  that  the 
menace  first  came  from  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  our  proceedings  have  been  purely 
defensive.  The  bill  contains  no  provision  which 
goes  further  than  adopting  the  necessary  means 
of  self-defence,  in  case  a  foreign  foe  should  invade 
our  native  land.  If  my  neighbor  should  be  in 
the  very  act  of  attempting  to  deprive  me  of  my 


"property  by  force,  and  I  should  stand  upon  the 
defensive,  he  might,  with  the  same  propriety, 
turn  about  and  accuse  me  of  threatening  him. 
"Whilst  I  am  in  favor  of  defending  the  just 
rights  of  Maine  to  the  last  extremity ;  I  am  also 
disposed  to  inform  her  distinctly,  that  if,  in 
violation  of  the  constitution,  which  confers 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  Union  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  in  violation  of  the  clear 
subsisting  understanding  between  the  parties, 
she  will  become  the  aggressor,  and  attempt 
permanently  to  occupy  the  disputed  territory 
by  force,  we  are  under  no  constitutional  obliga- 
tion to  come  to  her  aid,  however  difiicult  it 
might  be,  even  in  such  a  case,  to  resist  her  ap- 
peal. In  the  language  of  the  amendment  made 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  it  is  her  duty  to  leave 
the  ultimate  vindication  of  her  rights  to  the 
General  Government,  to  which  it  rightfully  and 
constitutionally  belongs.  Hands  off  from  this 
territory  on  both  sides,  while  negotiations  are 
pending.  During  this  period,  the  question  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  General  Government. 
It  would  be  forever  a  source  of  regret,  both  to 
Maine  herself  and  to  the  whole  country,  if  she 
should  not  withdraw  her  forces  from  this  ter- 
ritory, in  case  Sir  John  Harvey  should  set  her 
the  example,  desisting  from  attempting  its  mili- 
tary occupation. 

I  deprecate  war ;  but  in  a  just  cause  I  do  not 
dread  it.  If  it  should  come  now,  it  will  be  in- 
evitable, and  we  may  appeal  to  the  world  for 
the  justice  of  our  cause.  Our  course  has  hither- 
to been  correct  in  asserting  our  rights.  I  trust 
and  believe  that  Maine  will  not  embarrass  us 
in  pursuing  it  to  the  end.  That  she  has  cause 
to  complain,  I  cheerfully  admit;  but  let  her 
continue  to  rely  upon  the  General  Government, 
and  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  if  arrive  it 
must,  she  will  find  the  country  as  one  man 
rushing  to  her  rescue.  On  the  contrary,  should 
the  patriotic,  but  excited  feeling  which  now 
seems  to  pervade  her  citizens,  drive  them  into 
acts  of  aggression,  and  Involve  us  in  war,  the 
best  cause  will  be  weakened  by  such  conduct, 
and  distraction,  and  division  among  the  citizens 
of  the  other  States,  may  be  the  consequence. 
Let  her  be  prudent  as  well  as  firm.  This  con- 
troversy must  soon  be  ended  either  by  negotia- 
tion or  by  arms.  Let  her  patiently  and  patri- 
otically await  the  result,  unless  the  territory 
should  be  actually  invaded. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  South- 
ard's motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Poreign  Relations,  and  lost  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  SouTnAHD  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  recapitulating  the  argu- 
ments used  by  him  when  first  up. 

Mr.  "Walker  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  late 
hour  to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  bill,  but 
to  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
SouxnAKD,)  and  beseech  him,  by  his  love  of 
country  and  regard  for  its  honor,  and  its  rights, 
not  to  vote  against  this  bill.  It  was  not  the 
bill  that  the  Senator  supposed  it  was.    He  cer- 
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tainly  could  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
understanding  it  truly.  He  appealed  to  the 
Senator  not  to  prevent  a  unanimous  vote  of  this 
body  in  favor  of  a  measure  so  essentially  neces- 
sary for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country. 
He  fully  believed  that  the  Senator  regarded 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  country  as  much 
as  any  man  on  that  floor ;  and  he  had  not  a 
doubt  but  if  he  understood  this  bill  properly,  he 
would  give  it  his  support.  Every  vote  given 
against  this  bill,  said  Mr.  ."W.,  will  be  regarded 
by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senator  who  gave  it,  to  persist  in  her 
unreasonable  pretensions,  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  claims  to  this  disputed  territory. 
.Not  to  pass  this  biU  would  be  dishonorable, 
when  we  had  declared  that  Great  Britain  had 
not  a  shadow  of  claim  to  this  disputed  territory, 
and  that  we  would  consider  her  taking  posses- 
sion of  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  that  would  justify  the  President, 
under  the  constitution,  in  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  it.  When,  in  addition  to  this,  we  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  State  of  Maine  to  sus- 
tain her,  would  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote 
down  the  only  measure  that  would  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Senate  ?  If  we  should  send  a  min- 
ister to  England  after  this  bill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  British  ministry  would 
laugh  him  to  scorn. 

And  under  what  circumstances,  said  Mr.  "W., 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill  ?  Prom  all 
the  official  information  that  is  before  us,  we 
learn  that  the  Governor  of  New  BrAswick 
says  that  ha  is  positively  instructed  by  the 
British  Government  to  take  possession  of  this 
disputed  territory,  and  that  he  is  determined 
to  do  it  with  all  the  force  of  the  Provincial 
Government,  both  regulars  and  militia.  There 
is  a  threat,  and  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it  has 
been  followed  up  by  an  actual  call  for  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  the  dis- 
puted territory.  We  shall  disgrace  ourselves, 
said  Mr.  W.,  by  returning  to  our  homes  and 
leaving  a  sister  State  undefended,  when  she  has 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  coun- 
try of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey — for  he 
beheved  that  patriotism  beats  in  his  bosom  as 
strong  as  in  that  of  any  other  Senator — to  let 
the  vote  on  this  bUl  be  a  unanimous  one  by 
adding  his  voice  in  its  favor ;  so  that  when  our 
minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  power  of  the  country.  He 
knew  that  there  were  those  within  the  sound 
of  his  voice,  who,  armed  with  such  a  moral 
power  as  this  bill,  passed  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  would  give 
him,  could  not  fail  of  bringing  this_  controversy 
to  a  successful  and  happy  termination. 

Mr.  NiLES  said  he  rejoiced  to  see  this  bill  so 
perfectly  acceptable  to  the  members  of  this 
body,  with  but  one  solitary  exception.  "We  all 
agree,  said  he,  in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  the  country  if  we  can 


do  so  without  sacrificing  our  honor.  The  only 
question,  then,  is,  whether  the  assuming  the 
attitude  the  bill  proposes,  by  clothing  the  Pres- 
ident with  power  to  arm  for  defence  only  on 
the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to  open  a  now 
negotiation  on  the  other,  the  latter  purpose 
will  be  frustrated  by  the  former,  as  the  Senator 
from  Now  Jersey  apprehends.  Now,  be  had 
no  such  apprehensions.  All  the  Senator's  ob- 
jections were,  in  his  view,  founded  in  error. 
No  volunteers  could  be  organized  until  the 
President  called  for  them  by  his  proclamation, 
and  when  they  were  organized  they  would  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  excitement  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  they  could,  not  march  a 
foot  without  orders.  But  he  would  pass  over 
this  objection,  as  it  could  not  be  supported  by 
any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible  ob- 
jection raised  was,  whether  Great  Britain 
might  not  consider  the  authorizing  this^  volun- 
teer force  as  some  sort  of  a  menace — as  coming 
to  her  with  the  olive  branch  in  one  hand  and 
the  sword  in  the  other.  This  was  possible ; 
but  what  would  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  assum- 
ing this  attitude  ?  It  would  produce  this  effect : 
it  would  convince  the  British  Government  that 
we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  though 
we  have  a  strong  desire  for  peace,  yet  we  are 
not  willing  to  delay  the  settlement  of  these 
difficulties  any  longer,  and  that  it  must  be 
settled  at  once,  or  produce  a  rupture  between 
the  two  countries.  The  high  attitude  we  as- 
sumed towards  Prance,  notwithstanding  her 
complaints  of  insults,  settled  the  controversy 
with  her,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  present  con- 
troversy will  be  settled  in  twelve  months.  In- 
stead of  its  being  a  war  measure,  I,  for  one, 
said  Mr.  N.,  pronounce  it  to  be  a  peace  meas- 
ure. It  will  preserve  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  If  you  do  not  pass  it,  it  will  pro- 
tract the  negotiation,  and  perhaps  end  in  a  war 
which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood  upon  that 
noble  maxim  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  desired  nothing  from  foreign 
nations  but  what  was  right,  and  would  submit 
to  nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Mr.  SoTJXHAHD  here  moved  to  strike  out  the 
provision  in  the  bUl  for  raising  fifty  thousand 
volunteers ;  which  motion  was  rejected,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yea. — Mr.  Southard. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams  of  Maine, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young— 38. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  carried  by 
a  unanimous  vote — yeas  41. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously. 
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And  tlie  Senate  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  four  o'clock,  a.  m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATlVi;S. 

Satuedat,  March  2. 
EelationB  with  Mexico. 
Mr.  HowAED,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
27th  instant,  relating  to  Mexico,  reported  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  unreasonable  procrastination 
which  has  attended  every  step,  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
in  the  progress  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two 
Governments,  for  many  years  past,  justifies  a  hope 
that  the  minister  who  is  about  to  be  sent  to  that 
country  by  the  President,  will  press  for  a  speedy  and 
definite  settlement  of  the  demands  which  have  so 
repeatedly,  but  ineffectually,  been  made  upon  Mexico 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  impatiently  expect 
the  result  of  this  mission ;  and,  if  it  shall  prove  un- 
availing, will  sustain  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  in  any  ulterior  measures  which  may 
become  necessary. 

Rayti. 

Mr.  Deomgoole,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  resolution,  which 
was  concurred  in,  to  discharge  the  committee 
from  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  me- 
morials asking  for  the  opening  of  international 
relations  with  Hayti. 

Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Mr.  Meeoee,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  concurred  in : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  opening 
or  continuing  negotiations  with  the  Governments  of 
other  nations,  and  particularly  with  those  whose  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  comprehends  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  to  which  the  United  States  have  accred- 
ited ministers  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  practicability  of  opening  a  communica- 
tion between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  by  the 
construction  of  a  ship  channel  or  canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  of  securing  forever,  by  suitable  treaty 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal,  to  all  nations,  on  the  payment  of  reason- 
able tolls. 

The  Maine  Boundary — Bill  to  Increase    the 

Means  of  Defence  in  the  Event  of  Invasion. 

The  House  then,  in  pursuance  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 
Lincoln-  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  difEculties 
in  Maine. 

Mr.  CusHiNG  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Saltgnstall,  who  made  an  expla- 
nation of  his  remarks  of  la9t  evening. 

Mr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  question,  with  reference  to  Sir  John 


Harvey.  Mr.  0.  was  convinced  that  officer  had 
misoonstrned  his  instructions,  and  he  adduced 
facts  which  went  to  show  it.  As  to  the  hill, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  war  measure,  either  on 
its  face  or  in  its  spirit.  "What  were  the  prepa- 
rations contemplated  by  it  ?  Were  they  either 
aggressive  or  belligerent  ?  They  were  not ;  they 
were  purely  defensive,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  1795. 

Instead,  too,  of  being  an  augmentation  of  the 
Executive  power,  derived  under  that  act,  it 
was  a  diminution,  because  the  law  of  '95  gave 
the  President  general  power,  whereas  this  bill 
restricted  it  to  a  particular  exigency,  a  positive 
contingency,  on  the  arising  of  which  alone  he 
could  act.  Having  explained  and  advocated- 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  report, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddle.  As  to  the  present  be- 
ing an  incidehtal  question,  it  was  precisely  one 
of  those  which  the  country  could  understand. 
The  main  issue,  the  question  of  boundary,  was 
involved  in  a  tedious  controver.syj  running 
through  a  long  series  of  ponderous  documents. 
Not  so  with  this.  It  was  a  question  of  fact, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  every  man.  The  State 
of  Maine  had  been  invaded,  and  that  all  could 
imderstand.  Bring  it  home  to  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  life.  A  question  of  title  to  an 
estate  might  be  so  involved  in  intricacy,  that 
no  common  man  could  unravel  it;  but  if  a  tres- 
passer fenced  in  half  his  neighbor's  farm,  it  was 
plainly  understood.  Moreover,  the  case  of  the 
Aroostook  was  stronger  than  that  of  Madawas- 
ka.  In  regard  to  the  latter.  Great  Britain  had 
set  up  a  claim  of  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of 
uti  possidetis.  But  they  had  never  before  set 
up  to  exercise  practical  jurisdiction  in  the  Ar- 
oostook, for  there  the  uti  possidetis  gave  it 
clearly  to  the  United  States,  and  we  had  always 
held  over  it  full  sovereignty.  Mr.  C.  produced 
a  map  published  by  the  House  of  Commons  of 
England,  and  also  cited  the  commission  of  the 
Earl  of  Durham  as  Governor  General  of  all  the 
British  North  American  provinces,  and  which 
demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regarded 
the  sovereignty  over  this  territory  as  not  be- 
longing to  her.  After  dwelling  on  the  main 
points  very  briefly,  Mr.  C.  concluded ;  and  was 
followed  by 

Mr.  Oeaet,  who,  after  a  brief  review  of  the 
question,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  the  bill, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  meas- 
ure, just  as  it  might  be  taken  by  Great  Britain. 
As  for  the  State  of  Maine,  he  knew  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  this  country  too  well  to 
think,  for  a  moment,  that  she  would  recede  a 
single  step ;  and  rather  than  vote  to  coerce  her 
to  do  so,  he  would  abandon  his  seat  and  go 
home.  He  hoped  the  British  Government 
would  at  once  disavow  the  unlawful  acts  of  her 
Provincial  Governor ;  but  if  she  did  not,  he 
was  prepared  for  the  worst  consequences.  Nor 
had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her  mighty  power 
wliich  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  entertain. 
Her  relations  with  Eussia,  with  Persia,  with 
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the  Burmese  empire,  and  the  East  generally, 
■were  of  the  most  critical  character.  The  blood 
she  had  so  cruelly  shed  in  Canada,  had  weaned 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her 
domestic  relations  were  at  this  moment  being 
shaken  to  their  centre.  He  did  not  desire  war, 
but  he  would  yield  nothing  to  preserve  a  dis- 
honorable peace.  After  some  further  remarks, 
Mr.  0.  concluded,  and 

Mr.  Adams  followed  at  length  in  support  of 
the  bill,  and  on  the  question  generally.  He 
said  he  should  not  he  surprised  that,  if  the  Con- 
gress failed  to  do  any  thing  at  the  present  crisis, 
it  might  be  taken  as  an  argument  by  Great 
Britain  that  this  Government  had  left  Maine 
to  its  fate.  She  would  answer  "no  "  to  all  the 
claims  of  that  State  to  have  her  rights  of  juris- 
diction respected.  "Whatever  might  be  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  at  the  present  time,  he  be- 
lieved the  question  would  eventually  have  to 
be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  and,  for  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  have  much  further  negotiation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to 
vote  for  this  bill  as  a  further  notification  to  the 
British  Government — one  which  she  could  not 
misunderstand — as  to  what  were  our  determi- 
nations. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  not 
merely  because  this  contingency  presented  it- 
self, but  to  put  us  in  a  state  of  defence  for  any 
contingency  that  might  occur.  He  understood 
it  as  a  bill  to  arm  merely  for  the  defence  of  our 
soil,  and  not  as  an  indication  that  we  were  de- 
termined or  expected  to  have  war.  England 
cannot  understand  it  thus ;  there  is  nothing 
offensive  in  it  at  all.  Every  independent  na- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  has  the  right  to 
arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right  to  arm 
in  self  defence  is  a  right  of  peace.  Indeed, 
he  was  rather  disposed  to  take  a  stiifer  course 
than  this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altogether 
approve  the  section  which  proposes  to  send  a 
special  minister  to  England;  he  thought  she 
had  assumed  a  wrong  position,  and  should 
rather  send  us  a  special  minister  to  explain 
what,  indeed,  were  her  intentions. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  State  seemed 
to  regret  the  course  Maine  has  taken  ;  but,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  re- 
vered her  for  it ;  it  was  one  sanctioned  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  her  Legislature.  The  act 
of  that  State  was  deliberate,  one  of  the  qualities 
which  belonged  to  firm  and  consistent  action. 
The  act  was  not  rash  and  indiscreet,  as  denoun- 
ced by  some,  but  it  was  the  exercise  of  her  un- 
questionable right  to  defend  her  territory  ;  and 
so  far  from  disapproving,  he  would  esteem  her 
course,  during  the  short  remnant  of  his  life,  as 
honorable. 

We  had  been  so  quiescent,  that  the  usurpa- 
tions of  England  had  now  commenced  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop 
them  where  they  are— send  them  back.  That 
there  should  be  no  further  mistake,  no  further 
delusion  on  the  part  of  England  as  to  what  our 
rights  are  in  this  matter,  he  thought  this  hill 
should   be   passed.      If,  however,   gentlemen 


would  offer  a  substitute  equally  firm,  equally 
argumentative,  he  would  be  willing  to  take  it, 
not  without. 

Mr.  Legaee  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  was  understood  to  intimate  his 
approval  of  the  resolutions  which  passed  the 
Senate ;  and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, vote  this  tremendous  power,  given  in 
the  bill,  to  the  President,  were  he  not  of  the 
opinion  that  he  would  use  it  with  great  pru- 
dence. 

Mr.  Bell  regarded  the  form^er  proceedings  of 
Massachusetts,  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Govern- 
ment, as  of  very  little  consequence  to  the  pres- 
ent question,  because,  if  Great  Britain  intended 
to  assert  her  claim  by  arms,  she  would  give  us 
an  intimation  of  that  fact,  or  otherwise  post- 
pone it,  and  therefore  we  need  not  apprehend 
any  violent  collision  till  we  have  received  in- 
formation from  that  Government.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  think  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  could 
pass  the  House,  and  some  compromise  must  be 
come  to.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  like  war  would  ensue.  He 
had  never  questioned  our  right  to  the  boundary 
claimed  by  us,  and  though  he  had  anticipated 
difiioulties,  yet  there  was  no  issue  of  national 
honor  now  involved.  All  he  thought  the  House 
ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  concur- 
rence in  the  views  of  the  President,  not  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  the  first  section  of  it, 
but  to  grant  llim  a  sufficient  supply  of  money 
to  execute  the  powers  already  vested  in  him, 
in  case  the  contingency  provided  for  under  the 
existing  law  of  '95  should  arise.  He  had  no 
objection  to  vote  a  contingent  appropriation  of 
five  millions  or  more,  and  he  had  no  great  ob- 
jection to  the  proposition  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  England,  if  the  Executive  desired 
it. 

Mr.  Howard  explained  that  the  latter  prop- 
osition was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  no  member  of 
which,  he  believed,  knew  whether  it  met  the 
views  of  the  Executive  or  not. 

Mr.  Bell  was  glad  it  came  from  the  source 
it  did.  He  then  went  on  further  to  sustain  his 
views  of  the  non-expediency  of  action  at  pres- 
ent. They  ought  to  do  no  more  than  declare  their 
own  opinion,  or  concurrence  in  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  and  grant  him  sufiicient  supplies 
for  any  exigency  that  might  arise  till  despatches 
were  received  from  England,  and  the  new  Con- 
gress could  be  called  together.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  go  beyond  this  point. 

Mr.  Everett  remarked,  that  the  only  point 
of  controversy  was  this:  That  the  British 
threatened  to  take  forcible  and  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  debatable  territory,  and  this  is 
what  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  prevent.  But 
an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  that  all  fur- 
ther proceedings  on  both  sides  should  be  estop- 
ped ;  and,  after  communicating  that  fact,  by  the 
President,  there  we  should  have  stopped,  for 
no  further  measures  were  required.  They 
should  not  have  permitted  any  serious  difficulty 
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to  have  grown  out  of  an  incidental  question. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  this  bill  ;  for  in 
any  contingency,  Maine  would  not  be  left  de- 
fenceless, as  the  law  of  '95  was  in  force,  and 
authorized  as  much  as  the  Executive  could  pos- 
sibly do  in  sixty  days. 

At  this  stage,  it  being  3  o'clock,  the  House 
took  its  daily  recess. 

ThanTca  to  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  Elmoee,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  the 
following  resolution :  • 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk,  for  the  able,  im- 
partial, and  dignified  manner  in  'which  he  has  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the  ar- 
duous and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MoKJENiTAN  inquired  of  the  chair  whether 
this  could  be  received  at  this  time  without  sus- 
pending the  rules  of  the  House  for  that  pur- 
pose? 

Mr.  Elmoee  suggested  that  it  had  always 
been  customary  to  offer  a  resolution  of  this 
kind  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  and  it  was  never 
objected  to. 

Mr.  Bell  hoped  that  no  objection  would  be 
made.  It  was  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
would  be  no  objections  of  a  technical  character. 

Mr.  MoKennan"  said  he  should  not  press  the 
inquiry  or  make  further  objection. 

Mr.  OuBTis  renewed  the  objection.  This 
was  not  petition  day,  and  petitions  could  only 
be  presented  on  leave.  The  short  time  remain- 
ing ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  pressing  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  which  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  a  resolution  of  this  description, 
which  would,  in  all  probability,  lead  to  an  ex- 
cited debate. 

Mr.  Elmoee  quoted  from  the  journal  a  prece- 
dent when  a  vote  of  thanl^s  had  been  passed  to 
Mr.  Stevenson.  The  question  of  order  had  then 
been  raised  as  now ;  the  Ohaie  had  decided 
the  motion  to  be  in  order ;  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  House  sustained  the  decision 
of  the  Chaie  by  a  vote  of  95  to  40. 

Mr.  Pbbntiss  said  he  would  not  object  to 
the  offering  of  the  resolution,  but  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  Elmoee  reminded  him  that  it  was  a 
question  of  order,  and  that  no  amendment 
could  be  offered  till  it  had  been  settled,  and  the 
resolution  received. 

Mr.  Wise  said  he  should  never  have  raised 
the  question  of  order  himself,  but  thought  it 
was  very  proper  that  it  should  be  raised  and 
considered ;  ancf  as  it  was  now  up,  he  should 
back  his  friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ouetis) 
in  his  objection.  This  was  a  resolution — 
nothing  more,  and  nothing  else — and  it  came 
under  the  rules  which  governed  the  presenta- 
tion of  resolutions.  If  it  was  in  order,  it  could 
be  only  because  the  rules  admitted  its  presen- 
tation, or  because  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds,  suspended  the  rule  for  a  time.    The 


rules  expressly  forbade  its  being  presented  save 
on  a  particular  duty,  and  the  rules  had  not  been 
suspended. 

Mr.  Otjetis  said  that  to  avoid  delay  he  would 
withdraw  his  question  of  order,  though  he  held 
it  to  be  a  valid  objection  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  Elmoee  said,  that  in  offering  this  resolu- 
tion he  had  only  followed  out  a  practice  of  the 
House  which  had  prevailed  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Government.  Courtesy  had  always 
dictated  to  the  members  of  the  House  to  accord 
to  their  Speaker  that  meed  of  thanks  which 
was  due  to  his  services.  He  had  no  desire 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman ;  nor 
would  he  debate  the  propriety  of  the  reso- 
lution itself;  but  if  others  entered  into  that 
question,  he  should  claim  an  equal  right  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Peentiss  said  that  he  had  come 
to  the  House  prepared  to  expect  the  offer- 
ing of  such  a  resolution.  He  had  seen  indi- 
cations of  its  coming,  and  he  had  come  pre- 
pared also  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  to  sustain  that  amendment,  which 
he  should  do,  if  left  to  sustain  it  alone.  He 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking 
from  it  the  word  "impartial." 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  hour, 
when  they  were  about  so  shortly  to  leave  that 
hall,  to  allude  to  any  thing  which  might  excite 
unpleasant  reminiscences.  He  considered  this 
resolution  as  not  a  mere  matter  of  form.  It 
had  been  claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  parting 
courtesy,  usual  at  the  termination  of  every 
Congress ;  if  it  were  that,  and  nothing  more 
than  that--if  it  were  the  mere  touching  of  the 
cap  or  extending  the  hand  to  the  Speakee  who 
was  retiring  from  office — ^Mr.  P.  would  not 
oppose  or  object  to  it.  He  was  for  encour- 
aging the-  courtesies  of  life,  and  they  had  seen 
quite  enough,  during  the  present  session,  to 
convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  doing  so ; 
but  this  was  a  peculiar  case,  to  which  the  rules 
of  mere  courtesy  did  not  apply.  Mr.  P.  could 
not  consent  to  praise  the  Speaker  for  having 
been  impartial  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  chair,  simply  because  it  was  not  true 
that  he  had  been  impartial.  It  might  be  said 
that  this  was  a  very  small  matter — a  custom- 
ary compliment  merely ;  but,  as  every  gentle- 
man knew,  in  politics,  a  very  small  thing  might 
become  a  very  great  thing ;  a  mere  thread 
might  be  seized  upon,  and,  by  party  manage- 
ment, might  be  woven  at  last  into  a  cable, 
by  which  to  lead  bodies  of  men,  and  to  control 
the  Legislatures  of  States.  The  present  reso- 
lution was  one  which  presented  facilities  for 
being  so  availed  of.  Mr.  P.  had  no  objection 
to  uttering  a  courteous  farewell  to  the  Speaker 
as  a  gentleman,  and  wishing  him  a  pleasant 
journey  home ;  l>ut  he  Relieved  this  wte  of 
tJianJcs  was  to  'be  used  as  so  much  political 
capital  to  do  political  business  upon,  and  he, 
for  one,  was  not  disposed  to  furnish  it. 

He  said  that  the  Speaker  had  not  been  im- 
partial: the  House  did  not  so  consider  him; 
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and  in  proof  of  this,  it  would  be  suflBoient  to 
refer  to  the  vote  of  the  House,  refusing  to 
him,  on  that  very  ground,  the  appointment  of 
the  members  of  an  Investigating  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  defalcations  of  his  own  party. 
And  though  the  debate  on  that  subject  had 
rushed  and  raged  through  the  House  like  an 
unchained  tiger,  leaping  in  all  directions,  yet 
this  was  a  point,  and  the  only  point,  from 
which  it  had  never  departed ;  here  it  had  fixed 
its  fangs  with  a  determined  and  deadly  hold. 
Trust  the  Speaker  with  that  appointment  the 
House  would  not.  And  now,  to  pass  a  solemn 
vote  that  the  Speaker  had  discharged  his  duties 
in  an  "  impartial "  manner,  it  would  be  to 
declare  a  lie.  Mr.  P.  never  would  vote  for 
such  a  declaration.  He  never  would  say  what 
he  did  not  believe,  nor  record  the  assertion  that 
the  Speakee  had  been  impartial,  when  the 
House  had  recorded  its  own  vote  to  the  con- 
trary. Mr  P.  had  here,  in  his  pocket,  a  little 
document,  which  would  speak  very  intelligibly 
as  to  this  Spbakek's  impartiality.  He  well 
knew  what  this  resolution  of  thanks  was 
worth,  under  existing  circumstances.  He 
should  speak  out  plainly  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  incum- 
bent of  the  chair  was  playing  a  political  game, 
in  which  the  smallest  amount  of  capital  was 
useful  to  him.  In  that  game  Mr.  P.  was 
opposed  to  him ;  and  he  would  not,  by  voting 
for  this  resolution,  throw  it  into  his  own  teeth. 
He  would  not  send  that  gentleman  into  the 
electioneering  field  with  this  certificate  in  his 
pocket.  He  would  not  certify  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  positive  lie,  which  was 
to  be  used  against  himself  and  others,  with 
whom  he  acted.  He  would  say  to  the  whole 
country,  that  in  the  formation  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House — and  what  act  was  of 
deeper  importance — the  Speaker  had  not 
been  impartial.  Mr.  P.  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  it  was  unusual  or  improper 
that  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  in  appointing 
its  standing  and  other  committees,  should  place 
upon  them  a  majority  of  those  who  corre- 
sponded with  him  in  political  sentiments ;  of 
this  he  did  not  complain.  But  he  believed 
there  was  not  a  legislative  body  upon  the 
globe  where,  political  parties  being  so  nearly 
balanced,  the  disparity  of  those  parties  in  the 
committees  of  that  body  was  so  enormous. 
Mr.  P.  would  deal  in  no  loose  or  general  asser- 
tions on  this  subject;  he  would  put  his 
finger  upon  the  facts ;  facts  which,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Elmoee) 
was  able  to  swallow,  his  powers  of  deglutition 
must  be  very  different  from  those  of  Mr.  P.  _ 

To  begin  with  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afiairs.  How  stood  parties  there?  There  were 
six  administration  men  to  three  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Was  this— Mr.  P.  put  it_  to  gentle- 
men—was this  a  fair  representation  of  the 
balance  of  parties  in  the  House  itself? 
Then  there  was  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  every  one  admitted  its  importance,  as 
Vol.  xm.— 49 


standing  at  the  head  of  the  finances ;  and  how 
was  it  constituted  ?  Here  again  it  was  six  to 
three.  But  what  was  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections?  Everybody  knew 
that  a  place  on  that  committee  had  been  no 
sinecure,  this  Congress ;  so  far  from  it,  the 
acts  and  reports  of  that  committee  had  shaken 
the  pillars  of  this  Government,  as  the  blind 
Samson  shook  the  pillars  of  Dagon's  temple ; 
if  they  had  not  been  absolutely  thrown  down, 
they  had  at  least  been  shaken  to  their  founda- 
tion. It  was  a  committee  in  which,  of  all 
others,  the  strictest  impartiality  was  demanded ; 
for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  party  was 
most  likely  to  rear  its  hydra  head.  And  how 
did  this  committee — a  committee  of  judges — 
how  did  it  stand  ?  Seven  to  two.  Yes,  seven 
to  two ;  that  was  this  Speaker's  "  impar- 
tiality." Well,  how  stood  the  case  with  the 
Judiciary  Committee?  Here,  again,  it  was 
seven  to  two,  if  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  to  be  ranked  with  the 
Administration ;  but  as  a  change  had  taken 
place  since  the  constitution  of  the  committee, 
it  stood,  on  tl*  most  favorable  statement,  six 
to  three.  Here,  then,  under  the  action  of  this 
most  impartial  Speaker,  the  four  most  important 
committees  of  the  House  were  so  constituted 
as  to  give  the  Administration  party,  as  its 
very  smallest  majority,  two  to  one;  and  the 
most  important  of  them  all,  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  had  seven  on  the  one  side,  and 
but  two  on  the  other ! 

Mr.  P.  did  not  -mean  to  be  understood  as 
derogating,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
character,  or  reflecting  on  the  conduct,  of  the 
members  of  these  committees — far  from  it.. 
They  acted,  no  doubt,  according  to  their  own 
views  of  public  duty.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
balance  of  political  power  in  those  committees 
collectively.  But  how  stood  matters  in  those 
committees  which  exerted  no  party  or  political 
influence  ?  Oh  I  there  he  found  quite  a  differ- 
ent state  of  things.  The  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures contained  eight  Whigs  to  one  Adminis- 
tration man.  Now,  if  their  duty  had  been  to 
manufacture  politics,  did  any  man  believe  that 
such  a  proportion  would  have  been  observed? 
Oh,  no,  the  balance  would  have  been  far  differ- 
ent. Then  there  came  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals — a  committee  which,  how- 
ever useful  or  important,  exerted  no  political 
influence ;  and  it  contained  seven  Whigs. 
Here  the  proportion  was  seven  to  two.  So 
in  the  Committee  on  Kevisal  and  Unfinished 
Business,  seven  to  two.  In  the  little  Com- 
mittees on  Expenditures  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments, it  was  still  larger ;  some  of  these  were 
all  Whigs.  Now,  did  not  this  show  design  ? 
Was  there  not  a  reason  for  so  great  a  con- 
trast? It  showed  a  deliberately  adopted 
principle  of  action,  followed  out  through  the 
whole  selection;  and  this  by  a  Speaker  on 
whose  own  election  to  the  chair,  the  House  had 
been  so  equally  divided,  that  his  election  had 
been  carried  by  thirteen  votes  only  out  of  two 
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hundred  and  forty-seven!  After  this,  could 
Mr.  P.  vets  to  declare  that  this  officer  had 
been  "  impartial "  in  exercising  his  great  and 
most  responsible  power?  This  was  in  the 
appointment  of  committees;  and  then,  as  to 
others  cases,  where  the  House  had  been 
equally  divided,  and  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Ohaie  decided  the  question  one  way  or  the 
other,  would  any  gentleman  point  him  to  a 
single  instance,  whether  of  greater  or  minor 
importance — whether  the  decision  swept  away 
the  whole  political  rights  of  a  State,  or  recog- 
nized the  official  claims  of  the  Globe  news- 
paper, or  settled  the  smallest  question,  where 
the  vote  had  not  invariably  been  given  in  one 
direction  ? 

Mr.  P.  did  not  deny  the  capacity  of  the 
Speaker,  bis  despatch  of  business,  or  his  full 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law 
— he  conceded  all  this — but  it  was  the  facts  he 
had  just  quoted  on  which  Mr.  P.  took  his 
stand,  and  denied,  utterly,  the  "  impartiality  " 
of  the  Ohaib.  And  he  never  would,  out  of 
mere  courtesy,  endorse  a  tool  of  the  Executive, 
or  a  tool  of  the  party.  * 

A  more  perfectly  party  Speaker,  one  who 
would  be  more  disposed  to  bend  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  meet  the  purposes  of  bis  own 
side  in  politics,  never  had  pressed  the  soft  and 
ample  cushions  of  that  gorgeous  chair.  To 
say  that  he  had  been  impartial  iu  the  duties 
of  his  high  office,  would  be  but  flattery,  it 
would  be  certifying  to  what  was  not  true ;  and 
Mr.  P.  had  too  often  seen  the  effects  of  certi- 
ficates, not  to  be  cautious  how  he  gave  them. 
He  was  willing  to  make  the  Speaker  a 
.courteous  parting  bow ;  but  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  let  him  sit  there,  and  do  all  his  party 
work,  and  then  march  out  with  the  honors  of 
war.  The  duties  of  the  chair  were  too  impor- 
tant for  this.  The  presiding  officer  of  that 
House  cut  out,  in  effect,  all  the  business  of  the 
House.  It  was  he  who  placed  before  it  all  the 
material ,  for  its  action ;  and  decided  who 
should  work  it  up.  Through  the  standing 
committees  of  that  House,  his  power  extended 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  the  nation.  It  was  in 
some  respects  beyond  that  of  the  President 
himself.  Such  an  officer  ought  not  to  be  the 
high  priest  of  party  —  that  Moloch  before 
whose  altars  wei;e  daily  immolated  the  dearest 
rights  of  this  Republic.  The  present  Speaker 
was.,  as  the  House  well  Jcnew,  a  candidate  at 
this  time  for  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  his  own 
State;  and  in  the  canvass  there,  and  through- 
out all  the  West,  this  vote  would  ie  referred  to 
as  an  undeiiiable  proof  that  he  had  exercised 
the  utmost  impartiality  while  in  that  chair: 
and  yet  the  House  itself  had  utterly  refused  to 
trust  him.  When  that  damning  fact  should  Je 
"brought  T)y  his  opponents,  what  more  would  he 
have  to  do,  should  this  resolve  pass,  than  to  tear 
from  the  records  of  the  Souse  the  leaf  which 
contained  it,  and  holding  it  up  to  the  sun,  pro- 
nounce all  these  representations  to  ie  unfound- 
<6d  calumnies'!    All  those  gentlemen  who  did 


conscientiously  believe  the  Speaker  had  been 
impartial,  would  of  course  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion ;  but  Mr.  P.  called  upon  all  who  did  not, 
and  could  not  in  their  hearts  believe  so,  but  who 
did  believe  that,  with  strong  hand,  he  had 
wielded  his  power  for  the  purposes  of  a  party, 
to  vote  against  it.  Let  those  who  knew  the 
resolution  to  be  untrue,  say  so  by  their  acts. 
For  one,  if  Mr.  P.  had  ever  seen  the  poised 
needle  turn  and  point  with  still  prevailing 
attraction 'toward  the  pole,  he  had  seen  that 
Speaker  turn  with  equal  constancy  towards 
the  interests  of  his  party.  Gentlemen  might 
raise  the  notes  of  their  te  Beum  laudamus  as 
high  as  they  pleased ;  but  he  called  upon  all 
those  whose  free  sentiments  had  been  crushed  on 
that  floor  by  the  weight  of  his  official  trunch- 
eon, to  let  the  world  see  that  they  would  not  give 
the  lie  to  those  sentiments  of  indignation  which 
had  often  been  forced  from  their  lips  under  the 
smart  of  oppression.  Let  them  not  give  this 
unguarded,  sweeping  certificate  of  good  be- 
havior, to  aid  the  election  of  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee.  Thus  to  vote  a  public  lie,  was  to  set 
a  bad  and  pernicious  example,  particularly  in  a 
free  Kepublic. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  as  his  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  impartially." 

Mr.  Gray  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  resolution,  but  for  the 
purpose,  if  the  House  should  agree  with  him, 
of  having  immediate  action  upon  it,  that  the 
House  might  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
other  business.  He  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  the  previous  question ;  but  before  he 
made  that  motion  he  would  make  a  brief  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Pren- 
tiss,) who  had  not  objected  to  the  resolution 
on  the  ground  that  the  Speaker  had  not  with 
ability  and  impartiality  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  House;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  gentleman  conceded  that  the 
Speaker  had,  with  ability  and  impartiality, 
decided  all  questions  which  by  the  rules  and 
parliamentary  law  of  the  House  it  had  been 
bis  duty  to  decide.  The  whole  ground  of 
objection  was,  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed 
a  majority  of  his  political  friends  on  the  lead- 
ing and  most  important  committees  of  the 
House ;  and  hence  the  Speaker  had  not  been 
impartial.  The  gentleman  said,  strike  out  the 
word  "impartial,"  and  he  would  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

"Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  ap- 
point committees  as  the  House  would  have 
done?  Can  any  one  doubt  that  the  House 
would,  by  ballot,  have  elected  committees 
precisely,  or,  at  least,  substantially,  as  the 
Speaker  had  appointed  them?  Could  an 
instance  be  given  in  which  a  committee  had 
been  elected,  that  the  majority  of  the  House 
had  not  placed  a  distinct  majority  of  their 
political  friends  upon  the  committee  ?  There 
is  a  case  too  recent  to  be  forgotten  by  the 
House — the  Swartwout  committee.    A  major- 
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ity  of  the  House  are  opposed  to  the  Independ- 
ent Treasury,  and  supposed,  perhaps,  that  if 
they  could  have  a  committee  of  opponents  of 
that  measure,  that  arguments  might  be  found 
against  the  measure ;  and  what  was  the  result? 
The  Committee  were  six  and  three — two  to 
one  against  the  Administration. 

The  resolution  offered  is  not  novel;  it  has 
been  customary  here,  and  it  is  customary 
in  State  Legislatures.  One  was  passed  com- 
plimentary to  Mr.  Stevenson  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service.  He  pursued  the 
same  course  as  the  present  Speaker  in  the 
appointment  of  committees,  and  more  recently, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  a  resolution,  in 
nearly,  if  not  the  precise  language  with  the  one 
imder  consideration,  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Bell,)  who  was 
then  in  favor  of  the  Administration,  followed 
the  example  of  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  before  him  the  journals, 
and  would  read  the  appointment  of  committees 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  if  any  one  desired  it.  The  present 
Speaker  has  done  the  same,  nothing  more ; 
and  less  he  could  not  do,  unless  he  entirely  dis- 
regarded the  will  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  G.  said  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cuetis) 
had  raised  a  question  of  order  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  resolution,  and  as  he  supposed 
his  object  was  to  defeat  the  resolution  by  pre- 
venting its  consideration,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
would  refer  to  an  example  in  the  New  York 
Legislature,  which  his  colleague  would  recol- 
lect. In  1838,  the  present  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
During  the  session  party  spirit  ran  high :_  fre- 
quent collisions  took  place  between  the  minor- 
ity of  the  House  and  the  Speaker;  many 
appeals  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  decis- 
ion, and  much  asperity  was  exhibited  in  debate ; 
and  yet,  at  the  close  of  .the  session,  the  minor- 
ity joined  in  an  expression  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaker.  A  distinguished  individual^  of  that 
minority,  formerly  a  member  of  this  House, 
(Mr.  Mann,)  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  rose 
above  the  party  excitement  that  had  pervailed, 
and  made  a  speech  highly  complimentary  of 
the  Speaker;  it  was  due  to  the  Speaker  and 
the  honor  of  the  State  that  the  minority 
should  thus  act,  and  should  the  same  just 
spirit  prevail  here,  what  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker,  and  to  the  honor 
of  the  nation  would  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  significant  objection  is 
raised :  it  is,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion may  make  him  political  capital,  that  it 
may  be  used  in  the  Tennessee  election  "  upon 
every  stump  in  the  State;  "  hence  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  would  withhold  from  him 
the  justice  which,  by  parliamentary  custom,  is 
due  to  him,  lest,  by  doing  justice  to  him  now, 
he  may  have  justice  done  him  hereafter  in  his 
own  State.    Mr.  G.  said  it  was  not  a  matter 


that  ought  to  be  discussed;  the  facts  in  the 
case  were  upon  record,  and  known  to  the 
House;  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  was 
self-evident ;  and  if  gentlemen  wished  to  make 
a  party  question  of  it,  and  show  the  country 
that  they  carried  party  feehngs  to -an  unpre- 
cedented and  unwarrantable  extent,  the  sooner 
they  declare  it  the  better. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  having  been  moved 
upon  the  resolution,  it  was  seconded ;  and 
upon  the  motion,  shall  the  main  question  be 
put,  which  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  92,  nays  75. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  which  was  taken  on  yeas 
and  nays,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote  : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bioknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee,  El- 
more, Farrington,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Garland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,"  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  Robert  MeClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Mc- 
Clure,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
Paynter,  Petrikin,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentiss,  Putnam,  Reily,  Rives,  Shefifer,  Spencer, 
Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turuev,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell — 94. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg, 
Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm. 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Dar- 
lington, Dunn,  Evans,  Ewing,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Herod, 
Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Samson  Mason,  McKen- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle, 
Peck,  P6pe,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Sibley,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams, 
Wise,  and  Word — 57. 


IN  SENATE. 

Sunday,  March  3. 
Disagreement  hetween  the  Houses  and  Struggle 

over  the  Booh  Distribution  Appropriation. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  non-con- 
curred in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1839 :  the  amendments  were,  first,  to 
strike  out  the  provision  that  the  printing  of 
the  Executive  Departments  should  be  done  by 
contract ;  and  the  second  was,  striking  out  the 
provision  for  distributing  copies  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  United  States  to  the 
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members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  that  the  Senate  insist, 
and  that  a  conference  with  the  House  be  asked ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Numerous  bills  from  the  House  were  acted 
on ;  after  which  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until 
6  o'clock. 

EVENINO  SBSSIOlf. 

Mr.  Weight,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  to  consider  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  report- 
ed that  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  had  agreed 
to  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses  to 
adopt  the  following  course :  that  the  Senate 
should  recede  from  so  much  of  its  amendment 
as  provides  for  the  manner  of  executing  the 
printing  for  the  Executive  Departments,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  the  printing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  so  much  of  their 
amendment  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Clarke  and  Force  papers  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
make  the  distribution  to  its  own  members, 
while  any  such  distribution  to  members  of  the 
Senate  is  prohibited. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  never  'would  agree  to 
this  report,  and  he  demanded  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  concurring  in  it.  This  system  of  distributing 
books  had  grown  up  to  an  enormous  abuse,  in- 
deed the  most  enormous  abuse  in  our  Govern- 
ment. He  would  oppose  it  to  the  last ;  and  if 
the  appropriation  bill  was  lost  in  consequence, 
and  the  Government  stopped,  why  let  the  re- 
sponsibility rest  on  those  who  would  incur  the 
risk  for  the  sake  of  securing  to  themselves  three 
or  four  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books. 

Mr.  Weight  asked  that  the  questions  on  con- 
curring with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  be  taken  separately^  which 
was  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  inquired  whether  the  bill 
would  be  lost,  in  case  neither  of  the  two  Houses 
would  agree  to  recede  from  the  ground  taken 
by  them. 

The  President  answered,  that  that  question 
was  not  before  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  if  one  House  should  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  other  should  insist  on  its  disa- 
greement, and  no  compromise  be  effected,  the 
bill  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  observed  that  if  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  saw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distri- 
bution of  books  to  its  members,  he  would  be 
willing  to  let  them  take  the  responsibility,  and 
settle  the  matter  with  their  constituents.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  for  concurring  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence. 

Mr.  NoBVELL  said  that  if  any  principle  was 
involved,  it  applied  as  well  to  the  distribution 


to  the  members  of  the  House  as  of  the  Senate. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  concurring 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  Walkee  was  for  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee. If  that  was  not  done,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  whole  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 
Government,  would  be  lost.  The  Government, 
throughout  all  its  departments,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial,  would  be  brought  to  a 
close ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  all  others 
the  most  unfortunate.  Other  Senators  might 
think  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to  lose  this 
bill  than  to  suffer  members  Of  the  House  to 
vote  themselves  a  few  books.  He  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  would  reconsider  his 
determination,  and  let  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  consequences  of  the 
Senate  adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  taken 
on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  these 
books,  might  be  the  loss  of  the  hill  now  pend- 
ing ;  and  as  that  bill  contained  the  appropria- 
tions necessary  for  keeping  the  Government  in 
action,  gentlemen  were  a  great  deal  alarmed  at 
the  danger  of  the  Government's  being  stopped. 
Then  on  whom  would  the  responsibility  rest  ? 
It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  a  personal  inter- 
est in  these  books ;  and  those  members,  there- 
fore, who  are  to  receive  these  books,  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  question,  in 
which  they  are  personally  interested. 

The  Peesident  here  stated  that  the  discus- 
sion was  not  in  order ;  that,  by  the  joint  rules, 
when  a  committee  of  conference  was  asked  for 
by  one  House,  and  assented  to  by  the  other, 
the  report  of  the  conferees,  together  with  aU 
VaQ  papers,  should  first  be  presented  to  the 
House  that  assented  to  the  conference.  Under 
this  rule,  therefore,  the  report  and  papers  were 
sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House  of  Eepre- 
sentatives. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives,  stating  that  the  House  had 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  on  the  amendments  to  the  General 
Appropriation  bill,  and  resolved  that  the  bill 
do  pass  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concm-ring 
in  that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  as  relates  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  carried. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring 
in  that  part  of  the  report  which  relates  to  the 
distribution  of  the  Clarke  and  Force  docu- 
ments— 

Mr.  Benton  warmly  opposed  concurring  in 
the  agreement.  He  objected  to  it  because  it 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  Houses — 
allowing  a  distribution  of  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  while  it  refused  a  distribu- 
tion of  books  to  the  Senate.  He  objected  to 
it  because  a  distribution  of  books  to  either 
House  was  wrong  in  principle.  Some  gentle- 
men seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  Senate  insisted 
on  its  amendment,  the  appropriation  bill  would 
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be  lost,  and  the  wheels  of  Government  stopped ; 
but  could  they  suppose  there  was  any  member 
of  either  House  who  would  be  willing  to  break 
np  this  Government  for  the  sake  of  retaining 
his  share  of  these  books,  which  was  not  worth 
more  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  at 
the  price  they  cost  the  Government,  and  which, 
if  sold  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  any  other  book- 
seller, would  not  bring  half  or  quarter  of  that 
sum.  Now,  he  was  determined,  as  far  as  it 
depended  on  him,  to  put  it  to  the  test,  whether 
any  member  of  Congress  would  be  willing  to 
put  an  end  to  this  Government  for  the  sake  of 
retaining  his  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars' 
worth  of  these  books. 

Mr.  B.  here  enlarged  on  the  growing  evils  of 
this  system  of  distributing  books  to  members 
of  Congress ;  and,  in  illustration,  alluded  to  the 
manner  in  which  another  proposition  to  dis- 
tribufe  books  had  been  run  through  the  Senate 
last  night.  A  resolution  was  offered  by  a  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstee,)  to  dis- 
tribute among  the  members  two  volumes  relat- 
ing to  the  land  laws.  He  had  given  full  notice 
of  his  opposition  to  this  resolution,  and  his  in- 
tention to  oppose  it  when  it  came  up  for  con- 
sideration. Yet,  in  the  course  of  a  fatiguing 
session  of  eighteen  hours,  he  had  been  absent 
from  his  seat  but  a  few  moments,  and  in  those 
few  moments  this  distribution  was  galloped 
through.  It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  while 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  in  his  seat ;  objected  to  by 
him ;  then  withdrawn ;  taken  up  in  his  ab- 
sence, and  hastily  run  through.  This  book- 
making  concern  was  one  of  the  most  crying 
abuses  in  our  system.  There  was  no  end  to  it 
— it  ran  round  in  a  continued  circle.  In  the 
first  place,  a  sufficient  number  of  books  are  or- 
dered to  supply  the  members  of  a  Congress.  At 
the  ensuing  session,  the  new  members  are  to 
be  supplied ;  and  this  is  easily  done,  and  in  the 
following  manner :  some  of  the  members  who 
had  already  received  copies,  may  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells  them  at  a  small 
advance  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  furnish- 
ed to  the  new  members  at  Government  price 
as  new  books,  who,  in  their  turn,  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad 
infinitum,  so  that  the  original  fifteen  hundred 
copies  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  members, 
the  Government,  at  every  revolution  of  the 
circle,  paying  the  fuU  price.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  would  insist  on  its  amendment,  and  let 
the  people  of  the  country  see  what  members 
of  Congress  were  willing  to  break  up  the 
Government  to  hold  on  to  the  books  they  had 
voted  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never 
voted  for  a  purchase  or  distribution  of  books  in 
his  life.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter, 
and  thought  it  a  most  serious  abuse.  He  would 
not,  however,  inctir  the  hazard  of  such  a  serious 
embarrassment  as  would  result  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  loss  of  the  appropriation  bill. 
He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  and  let 


the  members  of  the  House  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  voting  books  for  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, and  decided  in  the  afiBrmative,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Webster,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Young — 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Davis,  Niles,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  Connecticut,  and  White — 1. 

The  Hon.  William  E.  King  having  tempo- 
rarily retired  from  the  chair — 

Mr.  Tallmadge  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  William  R.  King,  for  his  able, 
impartial,  and  dignified  conduct  as  presiding  officer 
of  this  body. 

Mr.  Davis  heartily  concurred  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SouTHAitD  hoped  the  word  "  unanimous  " 
would  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same 
time  expressing  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  modified  his  resolution  by 
inserting  the  word  unanimous,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Notice  of  Adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkight, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of 
Representatives  that,  having  completed  the  legisla- 
tive business  before  them,  the  Senate  was  ready  to 
adjourn. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Gaeland,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  they  had  passed  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
had  comi)leted  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  further 
communications  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbaed,  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in,  and  Mr.  Hubbaed  and  Mr. 
Fulton  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Booh  Distribution. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  passed 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  distri- 
bution, in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Benton  asked,  what  resolution?  He 
had  been  in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minutes,  the  whole  day  and  the  whole 
night,  and  he  had  not  the  least  recollection  of 
any  resolution  of  the  kind  having  passed,  and 
this  was  the  first  intimation  he  had  that  any 
such  resolution  was  before  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  Allen  also  said  that  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  resolution  having  passed,  and 
he  believed  he  was  in  the  chamber  at  the  time 
of  its  passage. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  stated  that  he 
was  in  the  chair  when  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  was  called  for  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Tallmadge.)  The  resolution 
was  taken  up,  considered,  and  adopted,  with 
all  the  forms  that  are  usual  on  the  passage  of  a 
resolution.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  intended  to  impute  any  incorrect- 
ness of  conduct  to  the  Ohaik  in  the  jjroceedings 
on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BeSton.  Not  at  all :  not  at  aU.  He 
was  out  of  his  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  what  was  done,  or  how  it  was  done ;  he 
only  knew  it  was  quickly  done.  He  was  out 
of  his  seat  but  a  few  minutes ;  was  invited  out 
of  it  into  a  near  room ;  was,  in  fact,  invited  out 
sevei'al  times  before  he  went;  and  was  out 
but  a  few  minutes.  He  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  done  until  since  he  came  back.  He  cer- 
tainly imputed  no  blame  to  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi :  neither  thought  it  nor  imputed  it. 

Mr.  Weight  said  he  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
lution, and  found  that  it  contained  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Secretary,  that  it  had  passed.  With- 
out making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregulari- 
ty with  which  that  resolution  passed,  he  would 
only  say  that  if  their  Secretary,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  other  body  distributed  books  under 
a  resolution  thus  passed,  he  would,  so  far  as  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  concerned,  do  it  upon  his  respon- 
sibility. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said,  that  as  to  the  responsi- 
bility attending  this  resolution,  he  avowed  him- 
self willing  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the 
country.  He  had  called  up  the  resolution,  and 
it  had  been  acted  on  at  his  instance.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
time  and  circumstances,  but  the  same  advan- 
tage had  been  taken  of  him  and  others  in 
various  instances.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
much  of  a  Jackson  man,  but  he  was  perfectly 
willing,  as  regarded  his  participation  in  this 
matter,  to  meet  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  HuBBAED,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  hirii  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  ready  to  adjourn,  provided  he  had 
no  further  communications  to  make,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  the 
President  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  Congress,  and  requested  them  to  wish 
to  each  member  of  the  Senate  a  safe  return  to 
his  family  and  his  home. 

Mr.  Weight  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
not  adjourn  until  they  had  consummated  the 
business  before  them ;  and  they  would  disre- 
gard this  Message,  which  had  been  sprung  upon 


them — and  sprung  upon  them  in  an  irregular 
manner,  during  the  discussion  of  a  pending 
question — and  complete  the  business  before 
them. 

The  question  on  adjournment  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Benton"  said  this  resolution  could  not 
pass.  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  member  to 
stop  it,  and  he  should  use  every  effort  to  do  so. 
It  was  then  after  midnight — it  was  two  o'clock 
— there  is  not  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  present. 
Messages  of  adjournment  have  passed  between 
the  two  Houses  and  with  the  President,  and 
no  act,  save  the  adjournment,  can  be  done  ex- 
cept by  unanimous  consent,  which  hides  ^nd 
covers  up  irregularities.  The  resolution  had 
better  be  dropped  ;  it  cannot  be  passed ;  it  will 
not  be  passed.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  now  after 
two  o'clock — half-past  two  o'clock,  and  he 
moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  and 
that  the  hour  be  entered  on  the  journal.  It 
was  now  half-past  two  o'clock  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  and  the  constitutional  existence  of 
the  Senate  was  at  an  end.  This  was  the  fact, 
and  he  wanted  it  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  inquired  if  the  motion  to  en- 
ter the  hour  on  the  journal  was  in  order. 

The  Peesident  said  that  by  the  rules,  any 
member  who  moved  an  adjournment  had  the 
right  to  have  the  hour  at  which  such  motion 
was  made  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  entry  was  accordingly  made  on  the  jour- 
nal. 

The  Peesident  said  that  before  taking  the 
question  on  adjournment,  he  would  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
He  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  had  left  his 
situation  in  the  chair  for  a  moment,  as  it  had 
led  most  probably  to  unpleasant  feelings.  He 
had  hoped  that  at  this  hour,  when  they  were 
about  to  separate,  nothing  would  have  occurred 
to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  body,  or  interrupt 
the  feelings  of  personal  kindness  so  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  He  had  endeavored,  while 
presiding  over  their  deliberations,  to  which  he 
had  been  called  by  the  kindness  of  the  Senate, 
to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability — ^faithfully  he  believed,  honestly  he 
knew  he  had ;  and  he  regretted,  deeply  regret- 
ted, that  any  thing  should  have  occurred  during 
his  temporaiy  absence  from  the  chair,  to  in- 
duce unpleasant  feelings,  and  prevent  a  harmo- 
nious adjournment. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  that  every  word  spoken 
by  the  Puesident,  (Mr.  King,)  went  into  his 
heart,  and  found  a  resting-place  there.  Like 
him,  he  wished  a  harmonious  adjournment; 
like  him,  he  wished  aU  to  separate  with  feelings 
of  personal  kindness ;  and  for  that  very  pur- 
pose, he  had  moved  the  adjournment.  It  was 
the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  of  an  un- 
pleasant subject ;  to  avoid  a  struggle  which 
will  lead  to  no  results ;  for  the  resolution  could 
not  become  a  law.  He  wished  to  drop  it  as  it 
was ;  and  then  there  would  be  nothing  to  mar 
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the  kind  feelings  whicli  prevailed,  and  which 
all  would  wish,  with  the  Peesident,  to  see  pre- 
served. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Hub- 
bard, King,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 6. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Foster,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  and  White— 12. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the 
journal  that  it  was  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  no  quorum,  only  eighteen  mem- 
bers present,  and  he  now  made  a  motion,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  Phesideni  himself.  In 
doing  so,  he  would  cite  the  example  of  Mr. 
Macon,  whom  they  all  knew,  and  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  scrupulous.  Mr.  Macon  held 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  3d  of 
March  of  the  short  session,  his  powers  as  a 
Senator  ceased,  and  if  the  Senate  was  not 
willing  to  adjourn  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  believe 
that  at  this  hour,  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  March,  you  have  no  au- 
thority here,  and  I  have  no  right  to  address 
you.  I  therefore  mean  to  make  the  question 
with  you,  whether,  at  this  hour,  you  have 
power  to  act.  The  OnAiB  has  given  notice  that 
he  is  going  to  sign  the  resolution,  and  I  object 
to  it.     It  is  the  4th  of  March,  and  no  quorum. 

The  President  said  it  was  a  very  common 
thing  at  the  close  of  the  Congress  to  sit  and  do 
business  after  midnight  on  the  3d  of  March. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  knew  it  was,  but  in  such 
cases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal ;  all 
appeared  there  to  have  been  done  on  the  3d  of 
March.  The  journal  went  on  headed  the  3d, 
and  the  approvals  of  the  President  bore  date 
the  3d.  But  now  this  is  not  the  case.  The 
time  is  marked  on  the  journal ;  it  is  marked 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  the  whole  proceed- 
ing will  be  invalid  on  its  face. 

The  Peesident  was  of  opinion  that  he  could 
not  sign'  the  resolution  when  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
present,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  adjourn. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not ;  that 
a  quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  said  that 
the  Chaie  could  despatch  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
after  the  absentees. 

Mr.  Benton  said  they  had  no  right  to  send 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  after  members ;  that  aU 
power  over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adjourn- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Meehiok  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  He 
said  ho  was  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  but  knew 
not  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  In  fact, 
he  did  not  know  that  the  resolution  had  been 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 


until  he  was  informed  that  it  had  passed.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
would  have  voted  for  it  if  he  had  been  aware  of 
its  having  been  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walkbe  said,  in  regard  to  the  resolution, 
he  had  understood  such  a  one  was  to  be  offer- 
ed, and  not  having  been  offered,  he  had  con- 
cluded that  it  had  been  abandoned.  The  first 
actual  knowledge  he  had  of  the  resolution  being 
before  the  Senate,  was  hearing  its  title  pro- 
nounced by  the  voice  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Williams.)  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant. 
He  read  the  resolution.  I  heard  him  distinctly 
put  the  question ;  and  the  various  questions 
that  are  usually  put  on  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution, were  put  as  fully,  and  as  clearly,  as  they 
generally  are,  and  the  question  was  carried  as 
fairly,  and  the  Senate  was  as  full,  as  it  was 
when  a  majority  of  the  acts  passed  by  that 
body  were  carried. 

Mr.  EoANE  said  that  he  knew  no  more  of  the 
passage  of  that  resolution  than  the»child  un- 
born. He  must  have  been  in  the  chamber  at 
the  time,  but  he  had  never  heard  it  called  up, 
nor  any  question  taken  on  it.  With  respect, 
however,  to  these  Madison  papers,  he  looked  on 
them  in  a  very  different  light  from  the  trash 
that  was  so  often  published  by  Congress.  He 
had  received  this  very  evening,  from  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  in  Virginia,  a  letter  asking 
information  about  them.  It  was  a  letter 
abounding  with  good  sense,  and  placing  a 
proper  estimation  on  these  papers.  With  this 
letter  in  his  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat 
of  his  friend  from  Missouri,  and  endeavored  to 
soften  his  rigid  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  books,  so  as  to  make  the  Madi- 
son papers  an  exception.  He  endeavored  to 
put  these  papers  in  contrast  with  the  trash  that 
was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
which  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials  for  a 
spurious  history  of  the  country.  He  represent- 
ed that  these  Madison  papers  had  already  been 
published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  absurd- 
ity, after  paying  for  them,  to  put  them  away  in 
the  garret,  with  the  trash  that  has  lumbered 
there  among  the  cobwebs  of  time.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  stated  the  terms  on  which  he 
would  agree  to  the  distribution  of  this  particu- 
lar work,  and  that  was,  to  make  a  general  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  Union  and  into  every 
State  ;  and  he  desired  me  to  go  to  the  Secre- 
tary's table,  and  get  the  Clerk  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  general  distribution  of  documents, 
and  then  he  would  support  it.  Mr.  E.  then 
descanted  at  length  on  the  great  value  of  the 
Madison  papers ;  the  importance  that  the  in- 
formation contained  in  them  should  be  dissemi- 
nated as  widely  as  possible,  and  the  absurdity 
of  looking  them  up  from  the  public  view,  after 
having  paid  for  printing  them.  He  did  not 
consider  the  works  of  James  Madison  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  publications  with  which 
it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  two  Houses  to 
supply  their  members — "a  custom  more  hon- 
ored in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance  " — 
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and  he  hoped  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  with  regard  to  distributing 
hooks,  would  not,  like  the  rigid  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  be  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  reference  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Roane)  to  him  was  correct ; 
he  had  refused  to  agree  to  a  distribution  of  the 
Madison  papers  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
but  was  willing  to  a  general  distribution,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  distribution  of  docu- 
ments ;  and  desired  the  Senator  from  Yirginia 
to  get  that  list  from  one  of  the  clerks,  and 
either  to  omit  the  members  of  Congress,  or 
require  them  to  pay  the  cost.  This  general  dis- 
tribution would  carry  the  work  into  every 
State — its  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives 
— .its  Executive  office — its  colleges  and  univer- 
sities— to  all  the  Executive  offices  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government — to  the  library  of  Congress 
— ^to  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  and 
many  others.  It  would  distribute  eleven  or 
twelve  hundred  copies,  and  place  them  in  every 
part  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  best  hands  for 
preservation  and  for  use.  Gentlemen  were  de- 
bating as  if  the  only  alternatives  were  between 
an  exclusive  and  gratuitous  distribution  of 
these  papers  to  members  of  Congress,  or  a  con- 
signment of  them  to  the  worms  in  the  garret, 
and  an  everlasting  loss  of  them  to  mankind. 
This  was  rather  wild.  The  distribution  which 
he  proposed  would  have  saved  them  from  the 
worms,  would  have  given  them  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  to  all  mankind;  it  would  have 
curtailed  nobody  but  members  of  Congress. 

The  Peesidbnt  said  that  on  further  consider- 
ation, and  consulting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  it  did  not  require  a  quorum  to  be 
present  to  authorize  the  signing  of  a  bill  or 
resolution.  It  was  not  propei-ly  au  act  of  legis- 
lation, but  merely  a  signing  to  be  done  by  the 
Chaie  to  authenticate  the  act.  Holding  this 
opinion,  he  would  now  proceed  to  sign  the 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  signing  could  only  be 
done  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate,  and  there 
was  no  Senate  when  there  was  no  quorum. 
Every  signing  was  a  public  act.  The  presiding 
officer  gave  audible  notice  of  it ;  the  Senate 
ceased  to  act ;  no  Senator  could  speak ;  nothing 
could  be  done  while  the  Pkesident  was  signing. 
Mr.  B.  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  acts  could 
only  be  signed  when  the  Senate  was  formed 
and  a  quorum  present. 

The  Chair  then  signed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  said  that  the  resolution  could 
not  now  go  to  the  President  for  his  signature. 
There  is  no  committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  is  necessary  to  form  the  joint 
committee,  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  carry  it.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  adjourned  and  dispersed,  and  the 
two  members  who  composed  part  of  the  Joint 
Committee  to  take  bills  to  the.  President,  had 
ceased  to  exist  as  members  of  Congress ;  the 
body  to  which  they  belonged  had  ceased  to 


exist.  The  resolution  could  not  be  carried : 
there  is  no  authority  existing  which  could  carry 
it. 

Mr.  PpsTEE  said  that  he  would  carry  it.  He 
was  a  member  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  he  had  once  carried  a 
bill  to  the  President  alone,  but  he  had  ascer- 
tained that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  FosTEE  and  Mr.  Meeeick,  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  then  left  the 
chamber  with  the  joint  resolution.] 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  impediments  were  not 
yet  surmounted,  there  was  a  little  difficulty  to 
be  encountered,  when  the  committee  got  back. 
He  had  the  rules  in  his  hand,  and  would  read 
them  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  now  4  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  4th  of  March  ; 
the  House  of  Eepresentatives  adjourned  and 
gone,  and  no  quorum  here.  There  are  obstacles 
ahead. 

Mr.  "White  said  he  would  state  what  he 
knew  respecting  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 
He  had  just  come  into  the  Senate  chamber, 
when  he  heard  the  Senator  occupying  the  chair 
(Mr.  "Williams)  ask  if  a  resolution  should  be 
taken  up.  If  he  gave  it  any  particular  designa- 
tion, it  escaped  my  ear.  The  presiding  officer 
put  the  question,  and  it  was  passed,  several 
voices  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Not  knowing 
what  it  was,  or  what  it  contained,  I  asked  for 
the  reading  of  it,  and  it  was  handed  to  me.  As 
there  was  no  discussion  on  the  subject,  no  di- 
vision asked,  and  none  taken,  and  consequently 
deeming  the  question  an  unimportant  one,  he 
voted  neither  aye  nor  noe.  He  himself  was 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  distributing  books 
among  the  members  of  Congress ;  but  none  of 
those  whose  lead  he  was  accustomed  to  follow 
on  this  subject,  opposing  this  resolution,  and  on 
looking  around  and  observing  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  was  not  in  his 
seat,  he  thought  it  was  an  unimportant  matter, 
and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing  more 
about  it. 

[The  committee  who  waited  On  the  Peesi- 
DENT  for  his  signature  to  the  joint  resolution, 
having  arrived  in  the  Senate  chamber,] 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  a  point  of  order — to  have 
things  done  in  order.  One  of  the  most  solemn 
acts  of  the  two  Houses  is  that  of  sending  bills 
to  the  President  to  be  signed :  it  has  to  be  done 
in  a  prescribed  form,  and  reported  and  recorded 
in  a  prescribed  form.  Upon  this  depends  all 
the  questions  connected  with  the  ten  days' 
constitutional  right  of  the  President  to  retain 
a  bill — his  culpability  if  he  does  not  return  it 
— the  prevention  of  the  return  by  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress — the  efficacy  of  the  bill  as  a 
law,  if  not  returned  in  time,  unless  prevented  by 
an  adjournment.  All  this  makes  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  President  one  of  the  most 
formal  and  serious  acts  of  legislation;  and 
therefore  the  rules  had  carefully  provided  to 
make  the  presentation  a  matter  of  record  in 
each  House  of  Congress — a  record,  the  verity 
of  which  could  not  be  impeached,  and  which 
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would  require  no  extensive  evidence  to  support 
it.  A  standing  committee  was  to  carry  it : 
that  committee  was  to  be  joint :  it  was  to  be 
composed  of  two  members  from  each  House ; 
and  these  two  members  of  each  House  were  to 
make  report  to  their  Houses  respectively  that 
the  bill  had  been  presented,  carefully  stating 
the  day  on  which  it  was  presented ;  and  then 
this  report  was  to  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  House. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  rules,  to  show  that  he 
stated  them  correctly.] 

He  said  these  rules  could  not  have  been  com- 
plied with  in  this  case.  The  joint  standing 
committee  was  dissolved  by  the  dissolution  of 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives.  The  half  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  was  a  nonenity  without 
the  other  half  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. No  record  could  be  made  in  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  which  had  been  adjourned 
for  two  hours,  and  no  such  record  can  be  made 
here,,  as  the  rules  imperatively  require.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to 
the  rules  in  the  entry  which  he  is  to  make. 
The  Senators  wiU  report  what  they  have  done ; 
and  that  is,  they  went  without  tite  committee 
of  the  HoTise  to  the  President,  and  went  on  the 
•4th  of  March ;  and  there  ends  the  work  for 
which  we  have  been  kept  here  so  many  hours. 
It  drops  now,  as  I  proposed  it  should  drop 
three  hours  ago. 

Mr.  Meebiok  reported  that  within  the  last 
hour  the  committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  a  joint  resolution  for  the  distri- 
bution, in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ sine  die. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  if  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
could  adjourn  sine  die.  He  thought  they  could 
only  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until  a  quorum 
was  present. 

The  Pebsident  decided  that  the  Senate 
could  adjourn  sine  die,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  sine  die  at  20  minutes 
past  4  o'clock,  a.  m. 


HOUSE  01'  REPRESENTATIVES. 

SuNDAT,  March  3. 

Booh  Purchme — Documentary  History— Disa- 

greement  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  other  amendment,  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ate had,  in  part,  insisted,  in  relation  to  the 
Documentary  History,  was  then  taken  up._ 

Mr.  PETEiKnr  moved  that  the  House  insist. 

Mr.  ToooET  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  disagreement. 

Mr.  Atheeton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Toxjoey'b 
motion  was  rejected — ayes  66,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  motion  to  insist  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

At  a  subsequent  stage,  the  biU  was  returned 
from  the  Senate,  accompanied  by  a  message 


stating  that  they  still  insisted,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  having  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Oambeeleng  moved  to  concur  in  the 
resolution  for  a  conference,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and,  on  his  motion,  a  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Bond  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Atheeton  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

About  seven  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Bond 
made  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, which  recommended  the  Senate,  in  part,  to 
recede,  and  in  part  to  insist,  upon  their  amend- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  printing  shaU 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
recommended  that  the  Senate  recede  from  part 
of  their  amendment  striking  out  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Documentary  History,  but  only 
so  far  as  the  House  was  concerned,  the  Senate 
abstaining  from  taking  the  books. 

The  report  was  concurred  in  without  a  di- 
vision ;  but,  at  a  subsequent  stage,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Mr.  Bell, 

Mr.  Bond  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  last  matter  was  agreed  to ; 
and,  after  a  desultory  discussion  by  Messrs. 
Bond,  Linooln,  and  Bell, 

Mr.  "Williams,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  rather 
than  peril  a  bill  upon  which  the  temporary 
existence  of  the  Government  depended,  upon  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette,  he  should  demand  the 
previous  question ;  and  it  was  seconded,  car- 
ried, and  the  main  question  ordered  and  put, 
when  the  House  refused  to  reconsider — ayes 
54,  nays  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambeeleng,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr.  Beiggs 
in  the  chair. 

Madison  Papers. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  suspend  the  16th  and  17th  joint  rules 
of  the  House,  so  as  to  pass  a  joint  resolution  to 
provide  for  the  distribution,  in  part,  of  the 
Madison  papers. 

The  joint  resolution  was  soon  after  received, 
and,  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  Wise  briefly  supported  it. 

Mr.  Peteikin  was  not  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion, but  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  re- 
mark that  the  charge  brought  by  Mr.  Bell 
against  the  Senate  was  now  proven  to  be  un- 
founded. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  on  its  third 
reading,  and  the  question  being  on  its  pas- 


Mr.  Deomgoole  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  resolution  was 
passed  without  a  division. 

Adjournment. 

Mr.   OusHMAN,  from  the   Joint   Committee 

appointed  to  wait    on  the  President  of   the 

United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he 

had    further  communications    to  make,  both 
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Houses  were  ready  to  close  the  present  session, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty, 
and  were  informed  by  the  President  that  he 
had  no  further  communication,  hut  he  wished 
the  members  all  a  safe  and  happy  return  to 
their  homes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Connoe  that  the 
House  adjourn  without  day,  when     . 

The  Spbakee  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows :  . 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

In  taking  leave  of  this  body,  in  all  probability  for- 
ever, emotions  are  excited  which  no  language  can 
adequately  convey.  When  I  look  back  to  the  period 
■when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  House,  and  then 
look  around  me  for  those  who  were  at  that  time  my 
associates  here,  I  find  but  few,  very  few,  remaining. 
But  five  members  who  were  here  with  me  fourteen 
years  ago,  continue  to  be  members  of  this  body.  My 
service  here  has  been  constant  and  laborious.  I  can, 
perhaps,  say  what  but  few  others,  if  any,  can — ^that  I 
have  not  failed  to  attend  the  daily  sittings  of  this 
House  a  single  day  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  it, 
save  on  a  single  occasion,  when  prevented  for  a  short 
time  by  indisposition.  In  my  intercourse  with  the 
members  of  this  body,  when  I  occupied  a  place  upon 
the  floor,  though  ooeasionally  engaged  in  debates 
upon  interesting  public  questions,  and  of  an  exciting 
character,  it  is  a  source  of  unmingled  gratification  to 
me  to  recur  to  the  fact,  that  on  no  occasion  was  there 
the  slightest  personal  or  unpleasant  collision  with 
any  of  its  members.  Maintaining,  and  at  all  times 
expressing,  my  own  opinions  firmly,  the  same  right 
was  fully  conceded  to  others.  Our  discussions  were 
at  that  time  conducted  with  that  courtesy  and  deco- 
rum, and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  others,  which 
ought  ever  to  prevail  in  a  deliberative  assembly.  For 
four  years  past  the  station  I  have  occupied,  and  a 
sense  of  propriety,  in  the  divided  and  unusually  ex- 
cited state  of  public  opinion  and  feeling,  which  has 
existed  both  in  this  House  and  in  the  country,  have 
precluded  me  from  participating  in  your  debates. 
Other  duties  were  assigned  me. 

The  high  office  of  Speaker,  to  which  it  has  been 
twice  the  pleasure  of  this  House  to  elevate  me, 
has  been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  re- 
Bponsibility.  Its  difficult,  and  often  delicate,  duties 
have  been  fully  appreciated  and  freely  expressed  by 
all  my  predecessors.  They  have  all  borne  testimony 
to  the  difficulty,  nay,  impossibility,  of  discharging  its 
duties  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all,  especially  in  sea- 
sons of  high  political  or  party  excitement.  Whilst 
they  have  borne  this  testimony,  I  think  I  may  truly 
affirm  that  none  of  them  have  had  a  severer  ordeal 
to  pass  than  has  fallen  to  my  lot.  Frequent  have 
been  the  occasions  when,  but  for  the  indulgent  and 
liberal  support  at  all  times  given  to  me  by  this  House, 
I  should  have  been  utterly  unable  to  preserve  that 
order  and  decorum  which  should  ever  attend  the 


deliberations  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
It  has  been  made  niy  duty  to  decide  more  questions 
of  parliamentary  law  and  of  order,  many  of  them  of 
a  complex  and  diflicult  character,  arising  often  in  the 
midst  of  high  excitement,  in  the  course  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, than  had  been  decided,  it  is  believed,  by  all 
my  predecessors,  from  the  foundation  of  this  Govern- 
ment. This  House  has  uniformly  sustained  me,  with- 
out distinction  of  the  political  parties  of  which  it  has 
been  composed.  Our  records  will  show,  that  upon 
the  numerous  appeals  which  have  been  taken  to  the 
House,  I  have  been  sustained  by  both  political  parties, 
and  often  by  decided  and  large  majorities.  Though 
doubtless  I  may  often  have  fallen  into  error  in  prompt- 
ly deciding  novel  questions,  suddenly  raised,  I  trust  it 
was  not  on  points  material,  and  I  know  it  was  never 
intended.  I  return  to  this  House  my  thanks  for 
their  constant  support  in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous 
and  difBcult  duties  I  have  had  to  perform. 

But,  gentlemen,  my  acknowledgments  are  espe- 
cially due  to  the  majority  of  this  House  for  the  high 
and  flattering  evidence  they  have  given  me  of  their 
approbation  of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  House,  by  the  resolution  you  have  been  pleased 
to  pass.  I  regard  this  as  the  highest  and  most  valued 
testimonial  I  have  ever  received  from  this  House, 
because  I  know  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  has  passed  has  made  it  matter  of  substance,  and 
not  of  mere  form.  I  regard  it  as  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  if  it  had  been  the  common' matter-of- 
course  and  customary  resolution,  which,  in  the  cour- 
tesy usually  prevailing  between  the  presiding  ofiicer 
and  the  members  of  any  deliberative  assembly,  is  al- 
ways passed  at  the  close  of  their  deliberations.  That 
is  unmeaning — ^is  indiscriminately  conferred — is  a 
mere  act  of  courtesy,  and  possesses,  comparatively, 
but  little  value.  I  return  to  the  majority  of  this 
House,  what  I  sincerely  feel,  my  grateful  thanks  for 
this  high  evidence  of  their  approbation  and.  regard, 
given,  as  it  has  been,  at  a  time  of  high  party  excite- 
ment, which,  in  the  accomplishment  of  party  and 
political  objects,  but  too  often  disregards  all  other 
considerations.  I  shall  bear  it  in  grateful  remem- 
brance to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  trust  this  high  ofSce  may  in  future  times  be  filled, 
as  doubtless  it  will  be,  by  abler  men.  It  cannot,  I 
know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  will  devote  himself 
with  more  zeal  and  untiring  industry  to  do  his  whole 
duty  than  I  have  done. 

We  are  now  about  to  separate,  many  of  ns  never 
again  to  meet.  I  wish  you,  gentlemen,  a  safe  return 
to  your  families  and  friends ;  and  whatever  our  re- 
spective future  destinies  may  be,  my  prayer  to .  a 
beneficent  and  overruling  Providence  is,  that  our  fu- 
ture lives  may  be  useful  and  happy. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  that  the  House 
stood  adjourned  without  day. 

The  House,  at  two  o'clock,  a.  m.,  adjourned 
sine  die. 
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Bankriipt  Act— See  Index,  vols.  2,  8,  7. 

Barracks  at  New  Orleans. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Bauton,  Samuel,  Eepresentativo  firom  New  York,  8. 

Baiture  at  New  Orleans.— See  Indeae^  vol.4;  do.  at  St. 
Louis,  see  Index,  vol.  6. 

Batakd,  Riouaed  H.,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  85 ; 
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449;  on  small  notes,  565;  on  books  for  members,  687; 
on  the  independent  treasury,  648;  on  treasury  notes, 
677 ;  on  the  Florida  "War,  685 ;  on  the  fourth  instalment, 
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adopts  the  precedent  set  by  members  of  the  last  Con- 
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members,  620 ;  resolution  passed,  621 ;  motion  to  refer 
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the  resolution  to  the  library  committee,  188 ;  reference 
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adopted,  777,  778.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Boon,  Eatliff,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  4,  461 ;  on  de- 
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BovEE,  Matthias  J.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3. 
BoTD,  Lynn,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4. 
Srazil,  affairs  with.— See  Index,  vol  10. 
Sreach  of  Fri/silege. — See  Index,  vols.  2,  4. 
Breakwater  on  the  Delaware  — See  Index,  vol.  8. 
Brevet  Bank. — See  Index,  vol  9. 

Bbiqgs,  George,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  3, 460 ; 
on  postponing  tho  fourth  instalment,  474.    See  Index, 
vol.  12. 
British  Aggressions  on  Commerce. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 
British  Colonial  Trade.— See  Index,  vols.  9, 11. 
British  Intrigues. — See  Index,  vol.  4. 
British  Invasion  of  American  Soil. — In  the  Senate,  a  mes- 
sage relative  to,  572 ;  importance  of  action,  572. 

In  the  House,  message  and  correspondence  relative  to 
the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  573,  674;  reference  moved, 
575 ;  no  course  should  be  taken  that  would  place  us  in  a 
warlike  position  to  England,  575 ;  greater  disposition  to 
make  war  on  tho  Administration  than  on  England,  575 ; 
first  ascertain  who  is  to  blame,  575 ;  our  neutrality  laws 
penal,  not  preventive,  576. 

In  tho  Senate,  same  message  and  correspondence  re- 
ceived and  referred,  576. 
In  the  House,  a  message  relative  to,  605. 
British  Minister,  conduct  o/.—Sea  Index,  vol.  4. 
British  Trespasses  on  the  State  of  Maine.-la  the  Senate,  a 
message  from  tho  President  relative  to,  754 ;  ordered  to 
be  printed,  756. 
British  West  India  Trade.— See  Index,  vol.  6. 
Bribery. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

BaoniiEAD,  John  C,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 
Beosson,  Isaac  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460; 
on  the  Treasury  Note  bill,  519 ;  on  the  attack  on  the 
Caroline,  575 ;  on  the  Mississippi  election,  621 ;  on  tho 
death  of  Cilley,  636  ;  on  the  Exploring  Expedition,  659. 
Beown,  Bedfobd,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  839;  on 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  89 ;  on  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  158 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 357;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  430;  on  treasury  notes, 
676;  on  tho  fourth  instalment,  711;  on  North  Carolina 
•resolutions,  721,  723.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 13. 
Brown,  John  W.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3.    See 

Index,  vol.  13. 
Brown,  James,  descendants  of.— In  the  House,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  considered,  244 ;  fiicts  of  tho  case,  244;  can 


the  Government  allow  the  indemnity!  245 ;  the  Chero- 
kees  were  regarded  as  in  a  state  of  amity  at  that  time, 
245;  he  was  not  beyond  the  pale  of  the  protection  of 
Government,  246 ;  allowing  this  claim,  it  is  said,  will  in- 
troduce a  new  poKcy  in  our  Government,  246. 

No  foundation  in  principle  for  the  claim,  246 ;  admit 
that  the  aggression  was  made  in  time  of  peace,  247; 
treaties  with  the  Cherokees,  247;  effects  of  war  on 
claims,  248 ;  bill  lost,  248. 

Bruyn,  Andrew  D.  W.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York, 
460. 

Bfcuanan,  Andrew,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3, 
460. 

Buchanan,  James,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  70,  72,  78 ; 
on  the  expunging  resolution,  118 ;  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Colonization  Society,  163 ;  on  copyright  to  foreign- 
ers, 1S3 ;  on  trade  with  Belgium,  191 ;  reports  on  Mexi- 
can affairs,  194;  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  839;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  854-856 ;  on  the  sub- 
Treasury,  422;  on  the  expunging  resolution,  556;  on 
abolition  petitions,  562 ;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions,  588, 
639,  602,  603,  608,  609 ;  on  neutral  relations,  638 ;  on  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  660,  661 ;  relative  to  defending  the 
Maine  boundary,  761,  763. 

Buffalo  and  New  Orleans  Moad.—See  Index,  vol.  11. 

BuEcn,  Samuel,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Burning  of  the  Library  of  Congress. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Burns,  Eobert,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Business  of  the  Extra  SsmoTi,— In  the  House,  resolutions 
relative  to,  considered,  462,  463. 

Btnum,  Jesse  A.,  report  on  abolition  petitions,  25 ;  repre- 
sentative from  North  Carolina,  460.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 


CALHoriN,  WiAiAM  B.,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
3,460. 

Calhoun,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4,  460. 

Calhoun,  John  C,  on  deposits  with  the  States,  61 ;  on  un- 
expended appropriations,  68 ;  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan,- 69,  70,  73 ;  on  the  expunging  resolution,  108 ;  on 
printing  the  Maryland  memorial,  158 ;  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Colonization  Society,  163,164;  on  copyright  to 
foreigners,  183 ;  on  counting  the  votes  for  President,  186 ; 
on  liberation  of  slaves  by  British  authorities,  1S8  ;  on  tho 
distribution  question,  204 ;  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
339;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  856;  on 
treasury  notes,  360;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  374;  on 
abolition  petitions,  557,  560,  561 ;  on  Vermont  resolu- 
tions, 563;  on  his  slavery  resolutions,  568,  570,  571,  580, 
681,  582 ;  on  disturbances  on  the  Northern  frontier,  573 ; 
on  his  resolutions,  683,  584,  586, 593,  695 ;  in  reply  to  Jlr- 
Clay  on  abolition,  599,  600,  601,  602 ;  relative  to  his  reso- 
lutions, 605,  606,  609,  610 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery 
rc'solutions,  616 ;  on  the  independent  treasury,  621,  642 ; 
on  public  lands,  662 ;  on  treasury  notes,  672,  674,  675, 
678;  on  the  fourth  instalment,  703;  relative  to  anti- 
slavery  petitions,  720;  on  outside  interference  with 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  748.  See  Index, 
vols.  4,5,  6,  7,  8, 10, 11,  12. 

Cambeeleng,  Churchill  C,  Eepresentative  from  New 
York,  3;  on  Seminole  hostilities,  11  on  tho  appropria- 
tion bill,  20;  on  surplus  revenue,  248;  on  the  petition 
from  slaves,  272;  on  deposits  with  the  States,  311 ;  on 
funds  for  federal  dues,  381 ;  Eepresentative  fl-om  New 
York,  460;  on  reference  of  the  message,  etc.,  462  ;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  462;  on  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  463;   on  merchants'  bonds,  4«;  on 
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Government  receivers,  464;  on  postponing  the  fourth 
instalment,  469 ;  on  a  national  bank,  479 ;  on  treasury- 
notes,  498 ;  relative  to  tho  Seminole  "War,  61T ;  on  the 
distribution  of  books,  620;  on  treasury  notes,  666;  re- 
ports a  finaucial  statement,  731.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Campbell,  John,  Representative  from  South  Carolina,  460. 

Campbell,  Eobekt  B.,  Kepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
8.    S&e  Index,  vol.  12. 

Campbell,  "William  B.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee, 
461. 

Canadian  ReftigeeB.—See  Index,  vols.  2,  5. 

Canal  in  Illinois. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Canal  around  Muscle  Shoals. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Canal  Stock,  transfer  of. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  relative  to, 
719. 

Caeb,  John,  Eepresentatlve  from  Indiana,  4,  See  Index, 
vols.  11, 12. 

Carraccas,  Relief  of. — See  Indeas,  vol.  4, 

Caeter,  Tluothy  J,,  Representative  from  Maine,  460 ;  de- 
cease of,  653. 

Caetee,  "William  B.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4, 
460 ;  on  the  purchase  of  books,  18 ;  on  losses  in  Florida, 
633. 

Caset,  Zadock,  Representative  from  Illinois,  4,  461.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Caucus,  congressional.— See  Index,  yoLh,o.uA  Ind&e, -vol. 

7,  Amendments  of  the  ConsUtution. 

CnAMBEEs,  George,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

CnAMEEKS,  John,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  4,  460 ; 
on  the  Exploring  Expedition,  257. 

Chanet,  Joiim',  Representative  from  Ohio,  4,  461.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Chapin,  Gkaham  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8. 

CnAPMAN,  Reuben,  Representative  from  Alabama,  4,  461. 

Charges  d'' Affaires,  appointment  of. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Charitable  Objects. — See  Index,  voL  1. 

Chase,  Judge,  official  conduct  and  trial  of — See  Index, 
vol.  3.  '      ■ 

Cheatham,  Richard,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  461. 

Cliesa/peake  and  Delaware  Canal. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Chesapeake  Irrigate,  attack  on. — See  Index,  vol.  3. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.—See  Index,  vols.  8,  9, 10. 

CniLDS,  Timothy,  Eepresentative  from  New  Tork,'8,  460. 

Chootaio  Lands,  e/ncroacJiments  on. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

CJiolera,  Asiatic. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

CiLLEY,  Jonathan,  Representative  from  Maine,  460 ;  on  the 
Seminole  "War,  619 ;  decease  of,  633;  funeral  of,  634. 

In  the  House,  a  resolution  to  investigate  the  causes, 
offered,  635;  awful  tragedy  members  of  the  House  par- 
ticipated in,  635 ;  no  good  can  result  from  the  resolu- 
tions, 635 ;  have  either  of  the  parties  been  guilty  of  any 
moral  delinquency  ?  635;  Congress  has  power  to  act  in 
reference  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  G36;  what  benefit 
can  result  from  this  inquiry?  636;  practice  of  duelling 
condemned,  636 ;  further  debate,  636 ;  resolutions  adopt- 
ed, 636 ;  the  committee,  637. 

Claiboene,  Nathaniel  H.,  Representative  from  "Virginia, 

8.  See  Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Claiboene,  John  F.,  Representative  from  Mississippi,  4, 
460 ;  on  tho  decease  of  David  Dickson,  210  ;  on  the  ar- 
rest of  R.  M.  "Whitney,  2S2 ;  on  tho  Mississippi  election, 
613. 

Claim  Agencies.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Claek,  John  C,  Representative  iVom  New  York,  460;  on 
tho  sub-Treasury,  541. 

Claek,  "William  P.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Clay,  Clement  C,  Senator  from  Alabama,  839;  on  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill,  446 ;  on  pre-emption,  620. 

Clay,  Hekey,  on  the  Land  bill,  61 ;  on  tho  expunging  reso- 


lution, 111 ;  presents  the  petition  of  foreign  emigrants, 
161;  on  incorporating  the  Colonization  Society,  168;  on 
copyright  to  foreigners,  182, 184 ;  on  election  of  Presi- 
dent, 186 ;  on  trade  with  Belgium,  192 ;  on  Mexican  re- 
lations, 198;  on  the  President's  inauguration,  201;  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  839 ;  on  treasury  notes,  859 ;  ^ 
the  sub-Treasury  bill,  403;  on  decease  of  Senator  Kent, 
544 ;  on  small  notes,  565 ;  on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline, 
576;  on  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  557,  560, 
561 ;  on  disturbances  on  the  Northern  frontier,  572;  on 
Calhoun's  resolutions,  596;  offers  resolutions,  598;  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun  on  abolition,  599,  601,  602;  rela- 
tive to  Calhoun's  resolutions,  605,  607;  on  Oregon  Terri- 
tory, 623 ;  on  the  Independent  treasury,  626 ;  on  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  660;  on  bank  notes  for  Government 
dues,  663;  on  north-eastern  boundary,  6S8 ;  on  the  fourth 
instalment,  707 ;  on  the  North  Carolina  resolutions,  727 ; 
on  silver  coinage,  788,  739 ;  on  petition  of  citizens  of 
District  of  Columbia,  743 ;  on  the  tariff  compromise,  752. 
See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8, 11. 

Clayton,  Thomas,  Senator  from  Delaware,  105,  339. 

Cleveland,  Asse  F.,  Representative  from  Georgia,  S,  460. 

Clerk  of  the  Hou^e.—See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Clowney,  "W.  K.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  460. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Cod  Fisheries. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  and  Index,  vol.  5, 
Duties. 

Coffee,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  3;  decease  of, 
211.    See  Ind&x,  vol  12. 

Coin,  gold. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Coinage,  silver. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Coins,  foreign  silver.^See  Index,  vols.  6,  7, 11. 

Coles,  "Walter,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  460, 

Collection  Districts,  western. — See  Index-,  vol.  8. 

Colombia,  minister  to. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Colonization  Society. — In  the  Senate,  a  memorial  praying 
the  incorporation  of,  considered,  163 ;  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  163 ;  this 
memorial  tends  to  increase  the  excitement,  163;  object 
of  the  memorialists,  163 ;  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  this  society  opposed,  163 ;  moved  to  refer  to 
a  select  committee,  163 ;  further  debate  on  the  question 
of  reference,  164. 
*  Motion  to  take  up  the  memorial  lost,  182.  Seelnd&o, 
vols.  9, 11. 

Columbia  River.— See  Index,  vols.  7,  8, 10. 

Commerce  of  the  United  States. — See  Index-,  vols.  1-8. 

Commerce  of  the  West— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Commerce  and  I/'avigation. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  57,  61. 

Compensation  of  Members. — See  Index,  vols.  5, 10 ;  Fay 
of  Members. 

Compensation  of  President  and  Vice-President.^See  In- 
dex, vols.  1,  2. 

Congress.— 'i^th  adjourns,  883;  25th  convenes,  839. 

Connecticut,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Connor,  Henry  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
8,  460.    See  Index,  vols.  7,  8, 10, 11, 12. 

Constii^lt^on  not  applicable  to  Territories. — In  the  Senate, 
a  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  government  of  Iowa, 
681 ;  motion  that  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  be 
during  good  behavior,  681 ;  inconvenience,  681 ;  fault  in 
the  constitution,  681 ;  constitution  does  not  extend  to 
territories,  681 ;  motion  lost,  681. 

Contempts,  judicial.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Contested  Eleetion.—See  Index,  vols.  1,  8,  7. 

Contingent  Expenses. — See  Index,  vols.  2,  8. 

Contracts,  goveniment. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Controversies  between  States.—See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Convoy  System.— See  Index,  vol.  4. 
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Copyrights  to  For&lgners.—ln.  tlie  Senate,  a  memorial  from 
certain  English  authors,  182 ;  its  representations,  182; 
security  of  copyrights  in  England  not  restricted  to 
British  subjects,  188;  moved  to  refer  to  the  Uhrary 
committee,  183;  difficulty  of  the  subject,  183;  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  183 ;  further  memorials,  196. 
Further  memorials,  184;  debate,  184. 
In  the  House,  an  inquiry  respecting  petitions  for, 
248 ;  reasons,  248. 

Cordage^  drawback  on. — See  Ind^  vol.  T. 

CoEwiN,  Thomas,  Kepresentative  from  Ohio,  4,  461.  See 
Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Costs  of  Suit  Tyy  Patentees. — See  Ind^P,  vol.  T. 

Ckaig,  Kobeet,  Representative  ftom  Virginia,  8,  460.  See 
Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Ceamee,  Jouk,  Kepresentative  from  New  Tort,  3.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Crane,  Joseph  H.,  Kepresentative  from  Ohio,  4.  See  In- 
dex, vols.  10, 11, 13. 

Ceanston,  BoBEErB.,  Eepresentative- from  Ehode  Island, 
460. 

Ceaet,  Isaac  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Michigan,  256,  461 ; 
on  deposits  with  the  States,  812 ;  on  the  Maine  boun- 
dary, T66. 

Creek  Indian  ^Negotiation. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — In  the  House,  a  mes- 
sage on,  254 ;  letter  from  the  District  Attorney,  254. 

Cri/mea  against  the  United  States,— See  Index,  vol.  8,  Pe- 
nal Laws,  <&c. 

Ceittenden,  John  J.,  on  the  fortification  bill,  191,  839 ;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  857;  on  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  594;  on  pre-emption,  620;  on  Treasury 
notes,  670.    See  Index,  vols.  6,  12. 

Ceockett,  John  W.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  461 ; 
on  the  Treasury  note  bill,  511. 

Cuba,  Emigrants  /rom.~See  Index,  vol.  4.  Its  importance 
to  the  United  States.— See  Ii^dexa,  vol  9,  Po/nama 
Mission. 

Cumberland  River. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Cv/mberland  Road.— See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  9, 10 ;  and  In- 
dex, vols.  7,  8,  Appropriations. 

CiTETis,  Edwaed,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

CrsniNG,  Caleb,  Eepresentative  ftom  Massachusetts,  3, 
460;  on  abolition  petitions,  265;  on  the  censure  of  Mr. 
Adams,  276;  on  the  Florida  war,  466;  on  postponing 
the  fourth  instalment,  481 ;  on  the  North-eastern  boun- 
dary, 680 ;  on  the  Maine  boundary,  T66. 

CrSHMAN,  Samt7EL,  Eeprcscntative  from  New  Hampshire, 
3,  460 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  475,  494. 

Cutiibeet,  Alfeed,  Senator  from  Georgia,  839 ;  on  abolition 
petitions,  560.    See  Index,  vol  12. 


» 


Darlington,  Edwaed,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
8, 460. 

Daveb,  Thomas,  Eepresentative  ftom  Maine,  460. 

Davis,  Edwaed,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 

Davis,  John  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  4. 

Davis,  John,  on  the  decease  of  George  L.  Kinnard,  211 ; 
protests  against  the  expunging  resolution,  158 ;  on  trade 
with  Belgium,  192;  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  389 ; 
on  abolition  petitions,  558,  659;  on  Calhoun's  resolu- 
tions, 589.    See  Index,  vols.  8,  9, 10, 11, 12. 

Dawson,  William  C,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  235, 
460 ;  on  the  death  of  Cilley,  686. 

Day  of  Humiliation.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Deaf  and  Zhirnb  Institutiona.—See  Index^  vols.  6,  8,  9, 10, 
11. 

Debates,  Register  of— See  Index,  vols.  9, 11. 


Debates,  reporting  of— See  Iiid&x,  vol.  2. 

Debekey,  Edmttnd.  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  3, 
460.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Decattte,  Mes.  Susan. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  on  grant- 
ing a  pension  to,  258.    See  Index,  vols.  9, 11, 12. 

De  Geaff,  John  J.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460, 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Delaware,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Delegates  from,  Territories.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Dennis,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  460. 

Denny,  Haemae,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3 ;  on 
deposits  with  the  States,  822.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Defensive  Measures  against  Great  Britain,  under  John 
Adams.— See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Deposits  with  the  States — In  the  Senate,  leave  to  introduco 
■a  bill  relative  to,  asked,  61 ;  the  bill,  61 ;  a  large  surplus 
will  be  in  the  Treasury,  61 ;  what  shall  be  done  with  it  ? 
61 ;  motion  to  refer  to  committee  on  finance,  62 ;  Senate 
asked  to  create  a  surplus  for  future  distribution,  62 ;  re- 
ferred, 62. 

A  message  from  the  House,  disagreeing  to  amend- 
ments to  the  fortification  bill,  204 ;  important  amend- 
ment, 204;  its  nature,  204;  Senate  adhere,  204. 

In  the  House,  a  resolution  to  release  the  States  from 
the  restoration  of  the  deposits,  212 ;  laid  on  the  table, 
212. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  relative  to,  considered,  309;  the 
permanent  expenditures  of  the  government  doubled 
within  a  few  years,  309 ;  what  amount  of  last  year's  ap- 
propriations remain  unexpended?  309 ;  the  appropria- 
tions will  fall  short  during  the  ensuing  year,  310  ;  the 
amendment  recognizes  a  system  of  permanent  distribu- 
tion, 310 ;  there  will  be  a  large  surplus,  which  it  is 
dangerous  to  leave  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the 
government,  310 ;  the  distribution  principle  corrupting 
and  dangerous,  810 ;  taxation  should  be  reduced  to  the 
wants  of  government,  310. 

This  amendment  will  send  the  money  back  to  tho 
people  again,  311 ;  by  the  distribution  law  the  people  of 
tho  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of 
the  small,  811 ;  this  amendment  levies  money  for  pur- 
poses that  the  constitution  does  not  warrant,  811 ;  if  this 
measure  was  wise  and  proper  at  the  last  session,  why  is 
It  not  now?  311 ;  the  last  bill  distributed  the  money  un- 
equally, unjustly,  812 ;  this  principle  was  sanctioned  by 
the  last  Congress,  812 ;  operation  of  the  measure,  812 ; 
amendment  lost,  314. 

Amendment  renewed  in  the  House,  814;  it  is  said 
there  will  be  no  surplus,  314;  it  is  said  the  amendment 
is  not  made  to  a  proper  bill,  314 ;  it  is  said  to  be  im- 
proper, 314;  amendment  carried,  315;  further  amend- 
ment that  the  distribution  should  be  in  the  ratio  of  tho 
representation,  315 ;  a  plan  conceived  and  matured  by 
the  high  tariff  party,  to  continue  their  scheme  of  in- 
justice, 815 ;  what  is  the  spectacle  we  behold  ?  816 ;  tho 
conduct  of  some  has  been  equivocal,  816 ;  the  whole 
system  contemptible,  316 ;  a  system  of  bargain  and  cor- 
ruption, 817;  injustice  will  be  done  to  distribute  on  the 
basis  of  the  representation  here,  817 ;  shall  there  be  a 
new  and  novel  policy  introduced  in  the  government  ? 
81T. 

Admitted  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy 
the  overflowing  treasury,  318;  the  strange  association 
presented  on  this  floor,  818 ;  this  ratio  something  like 
the  sembhince  of  justice,  819 ;  the  policy  of  distribution 
opposed  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  819 ;  the  amalgama- 
tion of  parties  in  its  favor,  319  the  horror  expressed  at 
Southern  gentlemen  voting  for  this  bill,  820 ;  it  is  said 
we  are  taxing  the  people  for  distribution,  820;  ruinous 
to  call  on  the  States  for  money  deposited  with  them, 
820 ;  the  ratio  of  last  year  more  just  and  equitable  than 
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this  now  proposed,  321 ;  the  funds  raised  ftom  the  sale 
of  lands,  trust  funds,  321 ;  the  surplus  should  be  so  de- 
posited that  the  States  ceding  the  land  might  receive 
the  benefit  of  it,  821 ;  New  York  should  not  oppose  this 
bill  on  the  ground  that  the  small  States  would  receive 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to,  322 ;  the  banks  are  the 
"horse-leeches,"  322;  why  has  the  South  been  suffered 
to  be  so  long  plundered  by  unjust  taxation  ?  823 ;  amend- 
ment lost,  323;  other  amendments,  828;  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  324.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Deposit  Banks.— In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to,  con- 
sidered, 331.    See  Index^  vol.  12. 

Deserters,  hountt/  to. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

BiCKEKSON,  Philemon,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey, 
8.    See  Ind&B,  vol.  12. 

DiOKENB,  AsHBUKT,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  850. 

BiCKEESON,  Mahlon,  letter  on  the  tariff  compromise  act' 
,     751. 

Dickson,  Dayid,  Eepresentative  from  Mississippi,  4 ;  de- 
cease of,  210. 

Diplomatic  Addresses. — See  IndeXy  vol.  9. 

Diplomatic  Expenses.-— See  Index.,  vol.  10. 

Diplomatic  Intercourse.^See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Disbursing  and  AccovmMng  Officers. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Disbursements  of  Public  Money. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Dismal  Swamp  CanoZ, — See  Index,  vols.  8,  9. 

Distress,  public. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Distribution  of  E&oenue. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  rela- 
tive to,  offered,  20;  this  subject  should  come  up  with 
the  army  bill,  20;  prospect  of  diminished  revenue,  20; 
further  debate,  21 ;  previous  question,  etc.,  21. — See  In- 
dex-, vol.  10. 

District  of  Columbia. — In  the  House,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  corporations  of,  considered,  23;  passed,  23  ;  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  23;  concurred  in,  23. 

District  of  Columbia. — See  Index,  vols.  2,  3,  6,  7. 

Divorces  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — See  Index^  vols.  8, 
4,7. 

Domestic  Manufaci/ures.See  Index,  vol,  5. 

DoESET,  EoDERiCK,  appointed  Sergeant-at-arms  in  the 
House,  461. 

BouBLEDAT,  ULTS8E3  F.,  EepiesentatlTe  from  New  York, 
3. 

Drawback  on  defined  Sugar. — See  Index^  vol.  10,  Duties 
on  Imports. 

Deomgoole,  Geoege  C,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3, 
460 ;  on  the  deposit  banks,  19. 

Duelling.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  giving  or 
accepting  a  challenge  in  the  District  introduced,  638; 
motives  for  introducing  the  bill,  633 ;  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining witnesses  to  be  provided  for,  657 ;  such  law  should 
be  passed  as  would  be  executed,  657;  law  of  Missouri, 
C57;  features  of  the  bill,  658;  amendment  lost,  053; 
other  amendments,  658 ;  lost,  659 ;  bill  ordered  to  the 
third  reading,  659. 

Duelling,  Gambling,  etc—See  Index,  vols.  6, 11. 

Duncan,  Alexander,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  461 ;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  471. 

Dtjnlap,  William  C,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4; 
on  the  deposits  with  the  States,  212.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Dunn,  Geokgb  II.,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  461. 

Duties,  discriminating.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Duties  on  Imports. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties on  certain  imports,  considered,  19T ;  a  resolution 
relative  to  moneys  received  for.  duties,  719;  historical 
statement  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  compromise  act, 
751 ;  remarks  by  Senators  acting  in  the  matter,  752. 
See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  8,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 11, 12. 

Duties  on  Tonnage.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Duties,  Taxes,  etc.,  abolition  of— See  Index,  vol.  10. 


Education,  eom/mittee  on.—See  Index^  vol.  10. 
EnwAKDS,  NiNiAN,  address  of. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Edwaeds,  John,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

Efner,  Valentine,  Eepresentative  from  New  York^  8. 

Election  ofPresideM^  etc. — In  the  Senate,  aresolution  rela- 
tive to  the  mode  of  counting  the  votes,  172;  inquire  if 
any  electors  wore  ineligible,  172;  report,  184;  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding  prescribed,  185 ;  debate  relative  to  the 
vote  of  Michigan,  185, 186 ;  votes  counted,  189. 

Election  of  President. — See  Index,  vol.  1,  andi  Index,  vol.8, 
Presidential  Election. 

Electoral  Vote  for  Pre8ideni.--Se6  Index,  xp\.  10. 

EligibiUiy  of  a  Itesident  in  Washington  to  a  Seat  in  tM 
S&asefrom  Massachusetts. — See  Index,  vol,  7 

Elmoee,  F.  H,,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  460. 

Embargo.—See  Index,  vols.  8,  4,  5,  and  Index,  vol.  1,  Crreat 
Britain. 

Emigrants,  foreign.— In  the  Senate,  a  remonstrance  rela- 
tive to  the  Introduction  of  Eoman  Catholic  emigrants, 
offered,  161. 

Enlistments,  encouragement  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Evans,  George,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  8,  460;  on  the 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  281 ;  on  the  decease  of  Timothy 
J.  Carter,  653 ;  on  the  north-eastern  boundary,  679.  See 
Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Everett,  Hoeace,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  3,  460 ; 
on  the  case  of  James  Brown,  246 ;  on  reissuing  notes  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  807;  on  the  Florida  "War,  466; 
on  a  national  bank,  479 ;  on  the  Seminole  "War,  619 ;  on 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  resolutions,  742.  See  Ind&D,  vols. 
10, 11, 12. 

EwiNG,  Thomas,  on  the  Treasury  Circular,  57 ;  on  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan,  71,  77 ;  on  the  expunging  resolu- 
tion, 143.    See  Indesa,  vols.  11, 12. 

EwiNG,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  461.  See  In- 
dex,  vol.  12. 

Exchange  of  Stocks. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Excise  on  Liquors. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  5. 

Executive  Adminisii'aUon. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of 
the  departments  had  been  conducted,  considered,  212; 
the  last  message  of  Andrew  Jackson,  212 ;  who  is  he  ? 
212;  his  career,  213;  conduct  as  President,  214;  com- 
mitted many  grievous  errors,  215 ;  instance  of  Commo- 
dus,  215 ;  the  acts  of  the  President  sanctioned  by  the 
people,  216;  visit  to  Tennessee,  216;  anecdotes,  216; 
the  worst  as  well  as  the  last  message,  217;  condition  of 
the  departments,  217 ;  is  it  true  or  false  that  the  various 
Executive  departments  have  been  conducted  with  abil- 
ity and  integrity  P  218;  that  is  the  issue,  218 ;  let  no  one 
accuM  me  of  commencing  an  attack  on  the  coming  Ad- 
ministration, 218 ;  resolution  adopted,  219. 

The  resolution  predicated  on  a  clause  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  219 ;  compliment  to  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet,  219;  all  the  subjects  contemplated  for  investi- 
gation are  provided  for  by  the  House  committees,  219; 
report  at  the  last  session,  220;  this  is  to  bo  an  &o  parte 
proceeding,  220;  what  are  the  specifications?  220; 
amendment  offered,  221. 

Is  the  gentleman  from  Ehode  Island  put  forward  as 
the  champion  of  Andrew  Jackson  J  221 ;  did  the  Presi- 
dent write  the  laudatory  paragraph?  221;  it  is  said  this 
investigation  is  unnecessary,  222 ;  is  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means  appropriate  to  make  such  examina- 
tions? 222  ;  trial  of  Eeuben  M.  "Whitney,  222;  the  visit 
to  Tennessee,  223 ;  it  is  said,  why  not  move  an  impeach- 
ment of  the  President?  228;  it  is  said  this  is  equivalent 
to  an  impeachment,  224;  all  wo  ask  is,  that  a  committee 
should  examine  the  archives,  records,  and  papers  of  the 
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Government  in  all  the  departments,  and  report,  224;  it  1 
would  be  to  deny  those  officers  a  trial  according  to  the  | 
fltrict  rules  of  criminal  law,  225 ;  further  debate,  226, 
22T. 

"What  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jackson  bears  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people  ?  228 ;  no  precedent  to 
justify  such  a  measure,  229, 230 ;  further  debate,  231, 232, 
233 ;  neither  abuse  nor  corruptions  will  be  found  existing 
in  any  department,  237 ;  the  relentless  opposition  ex- 
hibited, 233 ;  patriotism  of  the  President,  238 ;  impossi- 
ble to  foresee  the  character  of  Van  Burcn's  administra- 
tion, 239;  we  are  charged  with  being  influenced  by  the 
spoils,  239 ;  who  are  the  friends  of  the  banks  ?  239 ;  the 
charge  of  increased  annual  expenditure,  240;  charge  of 
corruption,  240 ;  this  House  assailed,  240 ;  who  rules  the 
opposition  ?  240 ;  who  complains  of  the  President  ?  241 ; 
the  nation  has  approved  the  course  of  the  President,  241 ; 
what  is  to  be  the  future  ?  241 ;  Van  Buren  charged  as 
an  usurper,  242;  the  opposition  contributed  to  make 
him  President,  242;  the  Gwinn  letter,  242;  suppose  the 
President  was  favorable  to  Mr.  Tan  Buren,  was  there 
any  thing  wrong  in  this  ?  243  ;  how  made  a  candidate, 
243;  practices  used  to  defeat  him,  243. 

"What  does  the  original  resolution  propose  ?  251 ;  no 
precedent  for  this  movement  in  parliamentary  history, 
251 ;  a  repetition  of  old  charges,  251 ;  the  Executive  is 
charged  as  having  broken  every  pledge,  252 ;  corruption 
said  to  exist,  252;  allusions  to  the  President,  252;  how 
hope  that  the  people  will  attend  to  your  charges,  253 ; 
the  approaching  administration  is  said  to  be  the  triumph 
of  the  Now  York  system,  253;  original  resolution  con- 
curred in,  254. 
^ecuiive  Department—See  Index^  vol.  1. 
Executive  Government  for  thirteenth  Presidential   term, 

839. 
Executive  Patronage.'-See  Index,  vol,  12. 
Executive  Fowera.—See  Indeos,  vol.  8, 
ExpatriaUmi.—See  Index,  vols.  2,  5,  6. 
ExpediUon  against  Porto  Rico.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Expenditures,  reduction  of. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Exploring  Expedition.— In  the  House,  the  appropriation 
for,  considered,  250;  motion  to  reduce  the  amount  256; 
u  frigate  should  not  be  employed,  256;  the  law  of  the 
last  session  authorized  small  vessels,  257 ;  impression  on 
barbarians,  258 ;  the  bill  making  appropriations  to,  con- 
sidered, 659;  this  expedition  not  in  existence,  659;  a 
separate  appropriation  should  be  mada,  659 ;  iix  the  time 
when  it  should  sail,  659;  amendment  as  to  officering 
the  expedition  lost,  659.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 12. 
Expunging  the  Journal.— See  Index,  vol.  3. 
Expunging  Resolution  —In  the  Senate,  notice  of,  57 ;  of- 
fered, 65;   the  resolution  considered,  99;   three  years 
since  notice  was  ^ven,  99 ;  views  of  President  Van  Bu- 
ren, 100 ;  the  will  of  the  people,  100 ;  a  view  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Jackson,  101 ;  state  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  101;  affairs  at  home,  102;  constitution 
vindicated  from  an  imputation  of  more  than  forty  years, 
102 ;  the  true  theory  and  practical  intent  of  the  consti- 
tution shown  to  the  country,  103 ;  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic money  from  the  bank,  103 ;  wisdom  of  the  treasury 
order,  104;  difficulty  with  France,  104;  he  came  into 
oflice  the  first  of  generals  and  goes  out  the  first  of  states- 
men, 104;  his  confidence  in  the  discernment  and  equity 
of  the  American  people,  105. 

How  was  the  original  resolution  passed?  106;  it  has 
failed  of  its  object,  106 ;  the  President  tried  and  con- 
demned without  form,  106;  ho  has  not  been  tried  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  107;  every 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  body  has  a  right  to 
strike  out,  alter,  erase,  and  correct  its  records,  107. 
The  passage  of  this  resolution  foreseen,  107;  change  in 
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public  sentiment,  107;  Virginia  joined  the  funeral  pro- 
cession, 108. 
Important  amendment,  108. 

The  measure  proposed  is  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, 108 ;  if  you  may  expunge  a  part,  you  may  expunge 
the  whole,  108 ;  interposition  of  Executive  power  has 
made  the  change  here,  109;  what  is  the  pretext  for  this 
enormity?  109;  a  destiny  in  this  thing,  109;  every 
proposition  of  the  original  resolution  true,  111 ;  the 
^  questions  involved  in  the  original  resolution,  112 ; 
position  in  which  the  treasury  stood  previous  to  1833, 
112;  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  bank  in  1833, 
112 ;  appointment  of  Mr.  Duane,  113 ;  power  of  the 
President  for  this  act,  113 ;  no  necessity  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  114;  assumption  of  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent, 114;  powers  of  the  Senate,  114;  impeachment, 
115;  has  not  the  Senate  power  to  remonstrote  against  an 
Executive  usurpation  ?  115 ;  if  not,  what  are  the  conse- 
quences ?  115 ;  precedent  in  France,  116 ;  precedent  in 
Pennsylvania,  116 ;  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  this  resolution  ?  117, 118. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  question  rarely  presented 
to  the  Senate,  119;  who  was  the  President?  119;  the 
original  resolution  is  unjust,  119,  120;  it  is  unconetitu- 
tional,  121, 122, 123 ;  had  the  Senate  any  power  to  adopt 
such  a  resolution  ?  124 ;  do  the  Senate  possess  the  power 
of  expunging  from  theirjournals?  125;  the  word  "keep," 
12G ;  the  word  "  expunge  "  the  appropriate  one,  128 ;  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Jefferson,  128 ;  action  in  Massachusetts, 
128. 

"What  is  it  we  are  called  upon  to  do  ?  130 ;  terms  of 
tlie  resolution,  130 ;  the  word  "  expunge,"  131 ;  has  the 
Senate  any  such  power  over  its  journal  ?  181 ;  Intention 
of  the  journal,  182;  there  are  matters  of  fact  of  which 
the  journal  is  the  highest  evidence,  138 ;  the  friends  of 
the  President  should  preserve  the  resolution  as  a  monu- 
ment of  reproach  to  those  who  participated  in  the  meas- 
ure, 133;  reasons  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution,  133 ;  eight  offered  by  the  mover, 
134;  it  is  the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  and  express  opinions  which 
can  bo  done  only  by  resolution,  135 ;  the  right  to  pass 
the  original  resolution  unquestionable,  136;  passage  of 
the  original  resolution  regretted,  136 ;  the  question  one 
of  power  to  expunge  the  journal,  136;  it  is  said  the  reso- 
lution contained  impeachable  matter,  137. 

This  no  ephemeral  transaction,  137 ;  preamble  objec- 
tionable, 137 ;  advice  to  a  judge  in  the  British  provinces, 
187;  the  constitution  has  not  laid  down  any  restriction 
applicable  to  the  present  case,  18S ;  an  assumption  to 
say  that  the  Senate  impeached  the  President,  138;  the 
act  not  unconstitutional,  138;  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
expunged  for  its  impropriety,  its  dangerous  tendency, 
its  injustice,  and  its  falsehood,  139  ;  its  impropriety,  139 ; 
its.  dangerous  tendency,  140;  its  injustice,  140 ;  its  folse- 
hood,  140;  the  Executive  power,  141 ;  the  right  of  re- 
moval: of  the  deposits,  141 ;  the  privilege  and  duty  of 
the  President,  142 ;  the  act  a  stroke  of  generalship  which 
causes  the  laurels  of  New  Orleans  to  look  pale,  142 ;  a 
master  stroke,  142 ;  the  voice  of  the  people  has  com- 
manded us  to  expunge,  143. 

"We  abandon  no  ground  we  have  ossumed  and  hereto- 
fore sustained,  144;  character  of  the  resolution  of  1834, 
144 ;  power  of  Congress  to  place  the  public  treasure  out 
of  the  immediate  control  of  the  President,  145 ;  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  145;  the  act  of  removal  was  against  law, 
146;  details  of  affairs,  146;  duty  and  action  of  the  bank 
officers,  147 ;  charges  examined,  147,  143 ;  the  removal 
was  in  violation  of  tho  constitution,  149  ;  truth  of  the 
statement  in  the  resolution,  149 ;  our  right  to  spread  it 
on  the  record,  149 ;  why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate 
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to  pass  this  resolution  ?  149 ;  the  Senate  has  a  right  to 
assert  its  own  powers,  149;  it  is  objected  to  as  couched 
in  terms  of  censare,  150  ;  every  thing  that  can  enlist  the 
popular  ear  resorted  to  in  order  to  sustain  this  proposed 
act,  150 ;  it  is  said  the  Senate  is  merely  called  upon  to 
rejudge  its  own  justice^  151;  the  majority  should  well 
consider  this  act,  151 ;  further  debate,  152. 

Protest  of  the  Massachusetts  Senators,  153. 

The  resolution  to  expunge,  155. 

Its  adoption,  156 ;  its  execution,  156 ;  disturbance  ^ 
the  galleries,  156 ;  the  disturber  taken  into  custody,  157; 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  157;  remarks,  157; 
discharged,  157. 

A  resolution  to  expunge  the  expunging  resolution  of- 
fered, B56.    iSee  Index^  vol.  12. 


Faiefield,  JonN,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  3,  460  j  pre- 
sents a  slavery  petition,  5 ;  testimony  in  the  case  of 
E.  M.  Whitney,  298 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 476;  on  the  decease  of  J.  Cilley,  633;  on  the 
causes  of  the  death  of  Cilley,  635 ;  resigns  his  seat  in 
the  House,  715. 

Faneuil  Rail  ResoluUons.—See  Ind&x^  vol.  12, 

Fablin,  Dfdlet,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8. 

Faeeington,  James,  Eepresentative  from  New  Hampshire, 
460. 

Federal  Judges.— See  Index^  vols.  4,  5,  and  Index^  vols.  2, 
3,  AmeTidTnenta  of  the  Constitution. 

FiLLiiOEE,  MiLLAED,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460 ; 
on  the  neutrality  bill,  63S ;  oa  the  decease  of  "William 
Patterson,  700.    See  Jndex^  vol.  12. 

Financial  Affairs. — In  the  Senate,  various  bills  relative  to, 
reported,  352. 

Financial  Policy. — In  the  Senate,  resolutions  offered,  715. 

Financial Statem&nt. — In  the  House,a  report  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government,  731 ;  the  report,  731,  732,  733. 

Fire  in  Kew  York.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by,  874 ;  the  bill,  374. 

Flag  of  tJie  United  States. —  See  /nd«p,  vol.  1. 

Flagg  Letter,  77ie,  493. 

Fletcher,  Isaac,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  460. 

Fletchee,  EiCHARD,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
460;  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill,  503. 

Florida  War. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  of  inquiry  rela- 
tive to  the  delays,  &c.,  offered,  465 ;  committee  to  sit 
during  the  recess,  465;  could  not  begin  sooner,  465; 
great  errors  committed,  465 ;  no  blame  on  the  Secretary 
at  "War,  466 ;  this  department  no  cause  to  fear  investi- 
gation, 466;  the  conduct  of  this  war  a  blot  on  our  repu- 
-tation,  466 ;  resolution  modified  to  include  the  causes  as 
well  as  the  failures  in  the  war,  466. 

A  resolution  of  inquiry  respecting,  offered,  524 ;  sub- 
ject under  investigation  in  various  ways,  524 ;  no  ne- 
cessity, 525;  causes  of  failure  examined,  525;  investiga- 
tion as  necessary  now  as  at  any  time,  525 ;  the  commit- 
tee 525,  526;  explanation  of  General  Jesup's  action, 
541. 

Losses  271.— Eeport  In  favor  of  remuneration  for  losses, 
533 ;  remarks,  583. 

A  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of, 
considered,  617 ;  indispensable  this  bill  should  be  pa-ssed 
without  delay,  617;  bill  committed,  617;  a  general  ap- 
propriation for  the  expenditures  of  the  Indian  service, 
617 ;  was  this  the  way  appropriations  should  bo  made  ? 
617;  the  war  based  on  a  solemn  treaty  made  with  the 
Indians,  618 ;  it  is  said  the  people  of  Florida  are  fatten- 
ing on  the  appropriations,  618;  treachery  of  the  Semi- 
noles,  618;  peculiarity  of  the  war,  618;  policy  of  the 
Government  humane,  619 ;  amendment  moved,  619. 


Amendment  moved  to  the  appropriation  bill,  relative 
to  payment  for  lost  horses,  758. 

Armed  Occupation.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  relative  to, 
considered,  748 ;  motion  to  postpone  lost,  744. 
Florida  Affairs.— See  Index,  vol.  7.    Canal.—See  Index^ 
voL  8.     ClaiTtis.—See  Index,  vols.  10,  11, 12.     Govern- 
ment of.— See  Index,  vol.  6.    Spanish  Treaty/;  Occu- 
pation of.— See  Iiidex,  vol.  4.    Purchase  of— See  In- 
dex, voL  8.     WrecJcers.—See  Index,  vol.  8. 
FooVa  Resolution.— See  Index,  voL  10,  Public  Lands. 
Foreign  Ministers,  abuse  of  Privilege.— See  Index,  vol.  3. 
Foreign  Relations.— See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 
Foreigners,  petitions  from.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 
FoEESTEE,  JonN  B.,  Eeprcseutative  from  Tennessee,  4. 

See  Index,  voL  12. 
Fortification  BUI.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  making  provision 
for  the  collection  of  materials,  considered,  191 ;  further 
information  desired,  191 ;  carrying  out  the  plan  of  Gen- 
eral Bernard,  191;  bill  passed,  191. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  relative  to,  considered,  833; 
amendment  containing  the  deposit  clause  struck  out  by 
the  Senate,  333 ;  shall  we  abandon  our  views  of  public 
duty?  333;  shall  we  suffer  a  surplus  to  remain  in  the 
treasury  ?  334  ;  House  disagree,  334;  Senate  insist,  335 ; 
HotLse  refuse  to  recede,  335 ;  report  of  committee  of 
conference,  835 ;  debate,  336 ;  House  adhere,  337.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 
FosTEE,  EpHEAiii  H.,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  639. 
FosTEE,  Heney  a.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 
Fourth  Instalment—In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  postpone- 
ment of;  reported,  851;  read  a  second  time,  351 ;  called 
here  at  an  extraordinary  emergency,  352;  necessity  for 
relief;  352;  three  evils  under  which  the  community  suf- 
fers, 352;  this  measure  proposed  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  Government,  852 ;  a  question  of  expe- 
diency whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  treasury  from  other  means,  353 ;  it  is  most 
convenient,  853;  what  sort  of  notes  does  the  Secretary 
propose  to  issue  ?  353. 

The  state  of  the  treasury,  853;  money  must  be  bor- 
rowed to  make  out  a  part  of  this  instalment  if  paid, 
854;  if  Congress  insist  npon  this  transfer,  it  must  au- 
thorize a  loan  to  do  it,  354;  dexterity  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  in  extricating  himself  from  diffi- 
culty, 854;  facts  in  regard  to  this  bill,  854  ;  the  deposit 
law  a  bare  transfer  of  the  deposits,  355;  are  we  bound 
on  principle  to  deposit  this  fourth  instalment?  355;  the 
law  of  1815  on  treasury  notes,  355 ;  this  postponement 
ought  to  be  made,  356 ;  another  era  had  now  arisen,  356 ; 
amendment  offered,  356 ;  would  change  the  essential 
principles  and  terms  of  the  deposic  act,  356;  carried, 
356. 

History  of  the  deposit  act,  857;  better  to  curtail 
expenditures  than  to  stop  the  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment, 357;  the  States  have  already  made  a  disposition 
of  the  money,  857 ;  retrenchment  ought  to  be  exercised, 
857. 

No  power  in  the  constitution  to  raise  money  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  depositing  with  the  several  States,  358 ; 
it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new  national  debt,  S5S ; 
for  what  does  the  constitution  authorize  us  to  borrow 
money?  858;  voracious  character  of  the  surplus  spirit, 
858;  Congress  will  never  make  any  requisition  for  this 
money,  S5S;  bill  passed,  359. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  oi; 
reported,  462;  the  bill  to  postpone  considered,  466; 
the  object  of  all  these  bills  is  to  establish  a  treasury 
bank,  466 ;  this  bill  originates  in  the  hostility  of  the  Ad- 
ministration to  the  deposit  law,  467 ;  are  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government  to  be  restricted  now  or  ever? 
467 ;  state  of  the  treasury,  467 ;  have  not  tho  States  ac- 
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quired  rights  under  the  act  of  1836,  which  Congress 
cannot  annul?  467;  shall  we  set  about  curtailing  ex- 
travagance? 468;  extraordinary  expenditures  of  the  la.st 
year,  468 ;  to  continue  this  act  will  create  a  debt,  468. 

The  treasury  bank  already  established,  469 ;  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  469;  a  deficiency  in  our 
means,  469. 

A  clear  contract  was  formed  between  the  States  and 
the  Government  by  the  act  of  1836,  470;  the  President 
proposes  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  470 ;  the 
plan  Is  to  make  this  a  hard-money  Government,  470 ; 
it  will  increase  executive  patronage,  470 ;  the  beginning 
of  a  new  system,  471 ;  amendment  movdB,  471. 

Shall  the  Government  borrow  money  and  pay  this  in- 
stalment? 471 ;  does  the  Government  want  the  money? 
471 ;  state  of  the  treasury,  471 ;  is  it  good  policy  to  de- 
posit this  money  when  the  Government  needs  it?  471 ; 
expectation  has  been  raised  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  the  transfer  would  be  made,  it  is  said,  473;  how  is 
the  amount  to  be  raised?  472;  the  question  is — shall  we 
borrow  money  to  deposit  with  the  States?  473;  it  is 
said  to  be  a  question  of  faith,  473;  it  is  said,  the  expen- 
ditures can  bo  so  reduced  as  to  pay  this  instalment, 
473. 

Does  any  one  pretend  this  instalment  shall  never  be 
paid?  474;  can  it  be  withheld  without  the  consent  of 
the  States?  474;  what  are  the  obligations  resting  on 
Congress,  in  the  relation  which  it  holds  to  the  States, 
relative  to  the  payment  of  this  instalment?  474;  the 
law  of  1S36,  474;  the  proposition  made,  475;  the  re- 
sponse, 475 ;  a  deliberate  contract  between  independent 
sovereignties,  475. 

This  act  is  not  a  contract,  as  has  been  pretended,  475; 
expiration  of  the  law,  475 ;  is  the  fund  necessary  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government?  476;  it  is  said  the 
States  have  acquired  a  vested  right'  in  it,  476 ;  if  a  con- 
tract, is  it  binding  and  valid  ?  476 ;  a  gratuitous  bailment 
to  the  States  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  477 ; 
those  who  oppose,  pervert  the  purposes  of  the  deposit 
act,  477. 

"Wisdom  and  policy  of  the  deposit  law,  478;  no  defi- 
ciency of  resources,  473 ;  the  States  will  receive  this 
fund  in  bank  bills,  but  the  Government  in  coin,  478. 

Opposition  of  the  last  administration  to  the  measures 
recommended  in  the  Message,  480;  the  State  bank  sys- 
tem on  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  coin  is  the  true 
issue,  430 ;  the  bank  system  has  been  adopted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  480;  not  a  bill  simply 
to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment,  480;  the  General 
Government  no  adverse  or  paramount  rights  in  this 
fund  to  the  people,  481 ;  right  that  the  people  should 
have  any  surplus  collected,  481 ;  it  is  said  there  Is  no 
surplus,  781 ;  the  clause  of  the  deposit  act  possesses 
all  the  features  of  a  contract,  431 ;  we  are  asked  to 
break  this  contract,  482 ;  and  in  order  to  help  the  ad- 
ministration out  of  difficulties,  482;  divorce  of  bank 
and  State  no  new  question,  432 ;  sub-Treasuries,  488; 
comparative  safety  of  bank  deposits,  483 ;  the  true  is- 
sue, 433;  amendment  rejected  in  committee,  484;  ob- 
ject of  the  hill,  436;  are  there  no  other  means  of  re- 
plenishing the  treasury  ?  4S6 ;  why  is  there  a  deficiency 
in  tbo  treasury  ?  4S6 ;  the  proposition  to  separate  the  in- 
terests of  the  Government  from  the  people,  487 ;  com- 
petent for  Government  to  create  in  the  form  of  laws, 
contracts  binding  on  it,  437;  what  is  the  nature  and 
spirit  of  the  act  of  1836?  4S7 ;  the  history  of  that  act, 
438;  what  action  by  the  States  ensued  the  passage  ^f 
that  law  ?  4S9 ;  what  is  the  necessity  alleged  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  assumed  by  this  bill  ?  489. 

Is  the  nation  bound  by  contract  to  deposit  this  money 
with  the  States?  490;  objects  of  the  act  of  1836,  490; 


what  was  the  consideration,  and  when  was  the  contract 
consummated  ?  490. 

A  change  come  over  the  spirit  of  our  dream,  490;  ca- 
tastrophe has  come  and  overwhelmed  us,  491 ;  origin  of 
the  deposit  measure,  491 ;  it  is  not  intended  the  States 
shall  ever  receive  this  instalment,  492;  the  bill  Is  In  aid 
of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  492;  how  can  conserva- 
tives vote  for  this  bill,  which  is  part  of  a  system  of  war- 
fare ?  492 ;  "  banks  on  the  hip,"  492 ;  the  Flagg  letter, 
493;  the  evil  which  General  Jackson  did  Uvea  after 
him,  493. 

Previous  question  put,  494 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  494;  motion  to  reconsider,  495. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836  are  peculiar,  495; 
what  will  be  the  result  of  defeating  this  bill?  495;  the 
three  instalments  must  be  called  back,  495 ;  to  execute 
the  law,  the  Secretary  must  draw  contributions  from 
the  States,  to  distribute  back  again,  495 ;  further  re- 
marks, 496 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  carried,  496 ;  amend- 
ments, 497;  bill  passed,  497. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  further  postpone  the  payment 
of,  considered,  707 ;  will  not  one  year's  further  post- 
ponement be  sufficient  ?  707 ;  moved  to  postpone  to 
January  1st,  1840,  708;  postponement  can  do  no  harm, 
708 ;  check  the  House  in  its  expenditures,  703;  now  pro- 
posed to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution, 
708;  effect  of  the  act  foretold,  to  break  the  deposit 
banks,  or  compel  them  to  crush  their  creditors,  708 ; 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  motion  under  consideration? 
709 ;  raising  money  for  distribution  unconstitutional, 
710 ;  tho  original  bill  was  not  a  distribution  act,  710 ; 
distribution  recommended  three  times  by  President 
Jackson,  710;  tho  principle  contended  for  was  deposit 
with  the  States,  where  the  Government  could  com- 
mand it  when  wanted,  711 ;  President  Jackson  ques- 
tioned the  constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to 
raise  money  for  any  such  act,  712  ;  economy  of  Adams' 
administration,  712 ;  further  debate,  718,  714 ;  bill  post- 
poned, 715. 

Fowler,  Samxjel,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  Jersey,  3.  See 
Index^  vol  12. 

France^  claims  on. — See  Index,  vol.  12.  Con-vention  with. 
— See  IndeXy  vol.  11.  Belaiions  ioith.—See  Indeac-, 
vols.  2,  5, 12. 

Franking  Privilege.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  2. 

Feanklin,  "Walter  8.,  appointed  Clerk  of  tho  House,  4, 
461 ;  decease  of,  689. 

Free  Trade  of  the  West— See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Freedom  of  Conscience.— See  Index,  vol  1. 

French,  Eiciiard,  Eepresentntivo  from  Kentucky,  4;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  20 ;  on  the  censure  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, 481. 

French  Colonial  Trade.— See  Index,  vol.  9. 

French  Decrees.—See  Index,  vol.  6. 

French  Refugees.—See  Index,  vol.  1. 

French  SpoUaticns.—ln.  the  House,  amotion  to  print  aUst 
of  the  claimants,  834;  intrinsic  justice  of  the  claims, 
884 ;  abstract  of  tho  list  of  claimants,  885 ;  motion  agreed 
to,  835.    See  Index,  vols.  2,  3,  7, 12. 

Frontiers,  protection  of.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Fkt,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Eepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  8,  460. 

Fugitives fr(ym  Justice—See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Fugitive  Skives.— See  Index,  vols.  5,  6,  7,  Slaves. 

Fuller,  Philo  C,  Eepresentatlve  from  New  York,  8. 

Fulton,  William  S.,  Senator  from  Arkansas,  45,  889. 


Galeraith,  John,  Eepresentatlve  from  Pennsylvania,  8 ; 
on  notes  of  United  States  Bank,  314.    Seelndex,  voL  12. 
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Gales  «fc  Sbaton  elected  Friniera.—See  Index,  vols,  6,  T. 

Gallup,  Albert,  Kepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

Gaeland,  James,  Keprcsentatiyo  from  Virginia,  8, 460 ;  tes- 
timony in  the  case  of  E.  M.  "Whitney,  305 ;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  810 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 479. 

Gaelanu,  Kice,  Eepresentative  from  Louisiana,  4,  461 ;  on 
treasury  notes,  66T.    /See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Gaeland,  Hugh  A.,  chosen  Clerk,  690. 

General,  Commissary. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

General  Welfare. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Georgia,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Georgia  Claims.-— See  Index,  vol.  10.  Land  Claims. — See 
Index,  vol.  8.  Militia  Claims.— See  Index,  vols.  8,  6,  7, 
8,  9.     Protest,  vol.  10. 

German  Language,  laws  in. — See  Ivdex,  vol.  2. 

GnoLSON,  9.  J.,  Eepresentative  from  Mississippi,  243,  460 ; 
on  the  arrest  of  E.  M.  Whitney,  293;  on  the  Mississippi 
election,  621. 

GiDDiNGS,  JosmTA  E.,  Ecprcscntative  from  Ohio,  6S9. 

Gillet,  Eaitsom  H.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8;  on 
a  scene  in  the  committee  room,  262.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Glascock,  Thomas,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  4,  460; 
on  the  Florida  "War,  466,  524. 

GoLDBBOEOTrQii,  EoBEET  H.,  decease  of,  56.  See  Index,  vol, 
12. 

GooDE,  Patkiok  G.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  461. 

GOBUON, ,  hia  proposition  for  a  sub-Treasury  in  1835, 

523. 

Governinent  Itecevvers. — In  the  House,  a  hill  regulating  the 
duties  of,  reported,  464. 

GEAHAa,  James,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
460.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Geaham,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  461. 

Geangek,  Feanois,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3;  on 
slavery  petitions,  10;  on  receiving  a  petition  from 
slaves,  268;  votes  for  as  Yice  President,  2T9. 

GiiAJTT,  Aeeaham  p.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

Geantland,  Seaton,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  4,  460. 

Geayson,  "William  J.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
3.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Geaveb,  "William  J.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4,  460. 

Geat,  Hieam,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460 ;  on  a. 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  ^70. 

Great  Britain,  retaliatory  measures  on.— See  Index, 
vol.  1. 

GreeJcs,  aid  to  the. — See  Index,  vols.  7,  8. 

Geinnell,  George,  jr.,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
3,  460.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Geitfin,  John  K.,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  8, 
460. 

Geundy,  Felix,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  65,  69,  70, 72, 
75 ;  on  election  of  President  and  Yice  President,  184, 
185 ;  on  the  President's  inauguration,  201 ;  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  339 ;  on  abolition  petitions,  560 ;  on  the  de- 
cease of  I.  McKim,  656 ;  on  imprisonment  for  debt,  686. 

Guatemala,  mission  to.—See  Ind&x,  vol.  11. 

Gun'boata.—See  Index,  vol.  1. 


Habeas  Corpus,  suspension  of. — See  Index,  vols.  3,  8. 
Halet,  Elisha,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  3,  460. 
Hall,  Hiland,  Eepresentative  from  Vermont,  3,  460.    See 

Index,  vol.  12. 
Hall,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  3. 
Halset,  Nina,  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  4T6 ; 

on  the  northern  frontier,  624. 
Halsted,  "William,  Eepresentative  fi'om  New  Jersey,  460  ; 

on  tbo  Treasury  Note  bill,  620. 


Hamee,  Thomas  L.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4,461;  on 
the  Executive  administration,  289 ;  on  a  scene  in  the 
committee  room,  264.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Hamilton,  Alexandee,  Heport  of,   as  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury.— See  Index,  vol.  1,  Treasury. 
Hammond,  James  H,,  Eepresentative  from  South  Carolina, 
3,  460 ;  on  slavery  petitions,  5. 

Hannegan,  Edwaed  a..  Representative  from  Indiana,  4; 
on  the  Executive  administration,  237.  See  Index,  vol. 
12. 

Hard,  Gideon,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Hardin,  Benj4&iin,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4.  See 
Index,  vol.  12, 

Haelan,  James,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4,  461. 

JIoTTnony  in  Indiana. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Harper,  Alexandre,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  461. 

Harper,  James,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 

Haeeison,  Albert  G,,  Eepresentative  from  Missouri,  4, 
461. 

Haebison,  Samuel  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
8.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Haeeison,  "William  H.,  votes  for  as  President,  279. 

Hastins,  "William^  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts, 
460. 

Hawes,  Albeet  G.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4;  on 
distribution  of  proceeds  of  land  sales,  21;  on  report  on 
abolition  petitions,  25.    See  Index,  vols.  11,  12. 

Hawes,  Eichaed,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  460. 

Hawkins,  Micajah  T.,  Eepresentative  from  North  Caroli- 
na, 8,  460.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Hatnss,  Chaeles  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  4,  461 ; 
on  the  decease  of  John  Coffee,  211 ;  on  receiving  a  peti- 
tion from  slaves,  266 ;  on  the  Seminole  "War,  619. 

JIayti. — In  the  House,  the  committee  on  opening  interna- 
tional relations  with,  discharged,  766. 

Heathens,  propagating  the  Gospel  among.— See  Index, 
vol.  7. 

Heister,  William,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania.,  3. 
See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Hemp,  American.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Henderson,  Joseph,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Hendeeson,  Francis,  jr.,  the  case  of— See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Hendricks,  "William,  on  the  expunging  resolution,  136. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Henry,  Thomas,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 

Heeeod,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  461. 

Hoae,  — • — ,  on  deposits  with  the  States,  823. 

Hodgson,  Eebeoca,  petition  of— See  Ind&x,  vol.  5. 

Hoffman,  Ogden,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460 ;  on 
the  sub-Treasury,  526 ;  on  treasury  notes,  666. 

Holsey,  Hopkins,  Eepresentative  from  Georgia,  4,  460;  on 
neutral  relations,  631. 

Holt,  Orin,  Eepresentative  from  Connecticut,  460. 

Home  Depariment.-See  Index,  vol.  5,  and  Iiidex,  vol.  1, 
Mcecuti/ve  Department. 

Hom6  Mam,ufactures  in  the  House.—See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Honors  to  the  Brave.— See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Hopkins,  G.  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Tirginia,  8,  460 ;  on 
the  Treasury  Note  bill,  513. 

Hornet,  the  sloop  oficar.—See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Horses  lostinthe  Seminole  War.— See  Index,yo\.  7. 

House  convenes  at  1st  session  of  24th  Congress,  3;  adjourns 
at  close  of  1st  session  of  24th  Congress,  44;  convenes  at 
2d  session  of  24th  Congress,  210;  convenes  at  extra  ses- 
sion of  1837,  460 ;  adjourns  at  close  of  1st  session  of  25th 
Congress,  543. 

Houston,  Gen.  Samuel,  the  case  of — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Howard,  Benjamin  C,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  3, 
460;  reports  on  relations  with  Mexico,  803;  on  French 
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spoliations,  334;  relative  to  the  northern  frontier,  624; 

on  neutral  relations,  680,  63T;  on  the  decease  of  Isaac 

McKim,  655;  on  reorganization  of  the  nary,  T53. 
Howell,  Chakles,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio  4 
HCBBAED,  Henet,  on  the  treasury  circular,' 66;   Senator 

from  New  Hampshire,  839  ;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  419 ; 
•  on  abolition  petitions,  659;   on  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolu- 
tions, 581;  on  duelling,  657;  on  public  lands,  661.    See 

Index,  vols.  10,  U,  12. 
HuBLET,  Edwakd  E.,  Eeprescntative  from  Pennsylvania 

8,  460. 
HtJNT,  HiBAM  P.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3. 
Htjntee,  E.  M.  T.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  400 ;  on 

the  sub-Treasury,  527. 
HuHiEE,  "William  H.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  461. 
HuKTiNGTOif,  Abel,  Eepresftitative  from  New  York,  8. 

See  Index,  vol  12. 
Huntsman,  Adam,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4;  on 

the  recognition  of  Texas,  828. 
Hitron,  proposed  Territory  of.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 


Illinois,  admission  of.— See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Illinois,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Impeachment.— See  Index,  vols.  3, 10. 

Imports.— See  Duties  on  Imports. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt.— See  Index,  vols.  7,  8,  9, 12. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt.— In  the  Senate,  passage  of  the  bill, 

686. 
Inc&ndiary  Publications. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Indemnification  of  Foreigners. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 
Indemnity  for  Spoliations. — See  Index,   vol.    1,    ffreat 

Britain. 
Independent  Treasury  Sill.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for,  etc., 
considered,  374 ;  amendment  oflFored,  374 ;  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  874 ;  reasons  for  not  supporting  the 
amendment,  375 ;  the  treasury  order  has  exerted  a  most 
salutary  inHuence,  875;  the  recent  change  in  affairs  re- 
quires a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  last  administration 
from  the  deposit  banks  to  the  sub-Treasury,  875 ;  course 
of  the  banks  cowardly  and  treacherous,  870 ;  the  deposit 
fiystem  a  failure,  376 ;  is  the  proposed  system  practica- 
ble? 876;  this  is  no  Government,  if  it  has  not  the  power 
within  itself  to  manage  the  finances,  377 ;  how  will  the 
proposed  measure  affect  the  paper  of  the  State  banks? 
377 ;  will  cause  a  complete  separation  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  banks,  378 ;  what  have  been  the  fruits  of 
the  connection  of  bank  and  state?  378 ;  the  banks  have 
become  an  element  of  political  power,  373. 

This  scheme  is  the  most  alarming  proposition  that  has 
ever  been  presented  to  the  American  mind,  380 ;  it  pro- 
poses to  separate  your  fortunes  from  those  of  the  great 
body  of  tho  people,  880;  a  measure  most  noxious  to  the 
West,  881 ;  consequences  that  must  result  from  the 
measure,  381. 
-  A  crisis  of  the  country,  331 ;  what  docs  it  behoove  us 
to  do  in  the  present  exigency  ?  381 ;  do  any  objections 
apply  io  the  present  measure  ?  882 ;  its  simplicity,  8^2 ; 
decision  of  time  in  its  behalf,  382 ;  the  Government  can- 
not continue  her  connection  with  banks  without  stimu- 
lating their  factitious  credit,  3S3 ;  union  of  tho  Govern- 
ment with  the  banks  stimulates  the  natural  evils  of  tho 
banking  system,  883. 

The  President  anticipated  much  diversity  of  opinion 
on  this  subject,  334 ;  banks  as  able  as  ever  to  perform 
the  duties  required  of  them,  884 ;  divorce  of  bank  and 
state  a  mere  catch  phrase,  384 ;  it  strikes  at  tho  founda- 
tion of  the  credit  system,  384 ;  gives  to  the  people  a  de- 
preciated currency,  385 ;  it  will  finally  deprive  them  of 


any  currency  adequate  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
community,  385 ;  tendency  to  bring  the  country  to  an 
exclusive  metallic  currency,  885 ;  a  most  unsafe  and 
dangerous  union,  886 ;  danger  in  the  scheme  ftom  the 
appointment  of  its  officers,  386 ;  every  fact  goes  against 
the  system,  886. 

The  bill  declares  the  divorce,  337;  it  restores  the  cur- 
rency of  the  constitution,  387 ;  great  political,  pecuniary, 
and  moral  evils  have  flowed  from  the  departure,  387 ; 
the  moneyed  losses  to  the  Government  from  the  use  of 
bank  notes,  337 ;  I  am  asked  if  I  would  lose  confidence 
in  all  steamboats  if  one  or  two  should  blow  up,  838 ;  the 
day  of  resumption  mil  be  a  day  of  peril  and  death  to 
many,  883 ;  banks  of  circulation  are  banks  of  hazard  and 
of  failure,  888 ;  the  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  whole, 
389;  what  apology  for  losing  the  precise  advantage  for 
which  tho  constitution  was  framed,  389 ;  the  moral  view 
of  the  question  obvious,  389 ;  what  is  the  obstacle  to  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  ?  890 ;  the  first  petition  to 
Congress  for  a  bank,  390 ;  report  of  the  committee  on  it, 
890 ;  origin  of  banking  in  this  country,  890 ;  what  does 
the  President  recommend  ?  390 ;  the  right  and  obligation 
of  the  Government  to  keep  its  own  money,  891 ;  exam- 
ple of  England,  391 ;  example  of  the  confederation,  891 ; 
the  nature  of  the  bill,  391 ;  capacity  of  the  country  to 
farnish  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  892  ;  evidences, 
892 ;  specie  circulation  of  France,  393 ;  taunted  with 
treasury  notes,  893 ;  views  of  Bonaparte,  393 ;  change  in 
France,  894;  eflbcts  of  the  paper  system  of  England, 
894;  the  amendment  proposed,  395;  objections,  395; 
some  suppose  it  will  boa  great  injury  to  the  local  banks, 
895 ;  objections  to  the  further  use  of  bank  notes,  896 ; 
this  is  a  measure  worthy  to  be  called  reformation,  897. 

Two  plans  before  tho  Senate,  897 ;  a  now  experiment, 
898 ;  imperial  precedents,  898 ;  causes  of  the  present 
distress,  898;  treasury  order,  899;  the  United  States 
Bank,  399,  400,  401 ;  the  present  question,  402 ;  the  per- 
petual and  gratuitous  introduction  of  the  banlc,  402 ; 
who  will  support  my  proposition  ?  402 ;  this  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme  in  the  House  in  18.34,  403 ;  the  gloom  of  the 
future,  404 ;  tho  past,  404 ;  the  peculiar  causes  of  our 
distress,  405 ;  evil  under  which  the  country  labors  is  the 
suspension  of  the  banks,  405 ;  the  system  of  measures 
proposed  by  the  administration,  examined,  405;  why 
this  new  experiment  ?  406 ;  no  prudent  Government  will 
long  run  counter  to  tho  habits  of  the  people,  400 ;  inse-* 
curity  of  tho  measure,  406 ;  liability  to  favoritism,  400 ; 
it  is  said,  tho  Executive  is  now  weak,  407 ;  union  of  tho 
purse  and  the  sword,  407. 

It  is  said,  the  bill  will  increase  Executive  patronage, 
409 ;  letter  from  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank,  New  York, 
409 ;  dangerous  tendencies  of  the  deposit  system,  409 ; 
Executive  patronage,  410 ;  the  President  against  the  ex- 
tension of  patronage,  411 ;  it  is  said  this  bill  establishes  a 
treasury  bank,  411 ;  that  it  will  divorce  the  Government 
from  the  people,  412;  what  is  the  present  law?  412;  it 
is  said,  the  terms,  "  divorce  of  bank  and  state,"  are  pop- 
ular catch-words,  412 ;  the  State  banks  will  be  where 
they  were  before  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  413;  this 
measure  will  prove  a  fountain  of  wealth  and  prosperity 
to  the  South,  413. 

Nothing  in  all  these  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  414 ;  how  has  this  question  arisen  ?  414 ;  posi- 
tion of  tho  administration  when  two  months  old,  414 ; 
tendency  of  the  Message  and  bill  to  abolish  a  useful 
power  of  the  Government,  415 ;  the  characteristic  of  this 
crisis  is  distress,  415 ;  the  single  object  of  these  meas- 
ures is  the  relief  of  the  Government,  416 ;  two  proposi- 
tions to  bo  maintained,  416 ;  duty  of  the  Government  to 
see  a  proper  paper  currency  maintained,  416;  position 
of  the  member  from  South  Carolina  on  the  bank,  417 ; 
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explanation,  417;  the  bill  and  amendments  deny  in  sub- 
stance it  has  any  duty  connected  tvith  the  currency  be- 
yond the  regulation  of  the  coins,  417 ;  this  is  not  true, 
417 ;  what  measures  does  the  Message  recommend  ?  418 ; 
shall  one  of  the  great  jjowcrs  of  the  constitution  be  now 
surrendered  forever?  418;  the  State  banks,  418;  this 
project  is  in  every  respect  objectionable,  419 ;  against 
all  our  usages  and  habits,  419. 

This  bill,  if  carried  into  effect,  cannot  fail  to  relieve 
the  Government,  419 ;  its  effects,  419;  an  objection  by 
banks  to  the  reception  of  the  deposits,  420;  it  Is  object- 
ed to  this  bill,  that  it  provides  for  the.  collection  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  in  gold  and  silver,  420;  that 
it  repeals  the  deposit  bank  act,  421 ;  that  it  creates  one 
currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for  the  peo- 
ple, 421 ;  that  it  divorces  the  Government  from  the 
banks,  421 ;  all  these  measures  look  to  the  relief  of  the 
Government  and  the  people,  432. 

The  commercial  and  manufacturing  classes  suffering 
under  a  periodical  pressure,  422 ;  history  of  the  country 
in  this  respect,  422 ;  whence  this  eternal  vicissitude  in 
the  business  of  the  country?  422;  causes,  422,  423;  the 
present  distress  inevitable,  424 ;  evils  of  a  redundant 
paper  circulation  now  manifest,  424;  the  banks  have  di- 
vorced the  Government  from  themselves,  424 ;  we  are 
now  entirely  free  to  determine  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  public  money,  424;  a  national  bank,  424;  would 
such  a  bank  control  and  regulate  the  issues  of  the  State 
banks  ?  425 ;  mistake  in  regard  to  the  deposit  banks,  425 ; 
no  confidence  in  the  deposit  banks,  426;  when  a  bank 
fails,  who  suffer  ?  426;  the  deluge  of  shinplasters,  426; 
if  you  double  the  circulation  you  double  the  price  of  ar- 
ticles, 427 ;  the  banks  are  now  in  the  power  of  the  State 
Governments,  427;  the  union  between  the  banks  and 
the  treasury  ought  not  to  be  restored,  428;  the  divorce 
should  be  perpetual,  423;  power  of  the  Secretary  over 
these  banks,  if  ho  was  disposed  to  exert  an  improper  in- 
fluence, 428 ;  a  league  of  associated  banks  might  be  more 
dangerous  than  a  national  bank,  423;  the  present  bill, 
429;  the  amendment,  429;  the  funds  receivable,  429. 

This  ferocious  warfare  on  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  deprecated,  429. 

Reasons  in  favor  of  the  measure,  430 ;  the  Government 
dependent  on  the  batiks,  if  they  are  made  depositories, 
430;  hence  the  uncertainty  of  its  financial  affairs,  431 ; 
indebtedness  to  England,  431 ;  a  national  bank  would 
have  been  overwhelmed,  431 ;  the  movements  of  certain 
presses  devotod  to  the  banks,  431 ;  consequence  of  the 
connection  of  the  Government  and  the  banks  for  the 
last  few  years,  432 ;  the  choice  is  between  a  fiscal  agency 
and  a  national  bank,  432. 

Three  measures  proposed  by  this  bill,  432;  objects  to 
be  accomplished  by  them,  433;  security  in  keeping  the 
public  treasure,  433;  to  provide  a  currency  of  gold  and 
silver,  433 ;  the  entire  expulsion  of  paper  not  contended 
for,  433;  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of  paper  and  coin  re- 
duced to  three  classes,  433 ;  applied  to  tho  currency  of 
the  whole  country,  434;  this  measure  will  destroy  the 
proposed  object,  434;  tendency  of  paper  to  expel  coin, 
484 ;  its  effect  on  a  mixed  currency  of  the  country,  435 ; 
it  Is  said,  by  requiring  payments  in  coin  to  the  Govern- 
ment, you  compel  its  circulation,  435;  Qxperionce  at 
present,  435;  Congress  bound  to  furnish  a  sound  cur- 
rency of  coin  and  paper  to  the  people,  436;  power  given 
in  the  constitution  to  regulate  commerce  and  the  stand- 
ards of  value  and  quantity,  486;  power  to  coin  money, 
and  for  what  purpose,  436;  the  conscqucuce  of  tho  ex- 
istence of  this  power  and  tho  constitutional  duty,  4S7; 
duty  of  Congress  to  regulate  tho  issue  of  bank  notes, 
487. 

Measures  proposed  by  the  Finance  Committee,  exam- 


ined, 487;  the  first  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 437 ;  the  second,  to  issue  treasury  notes,  483 ;  the 
third,  to  extend  merchants'  bonds,  488 ;  fourth,  to  extend 
the  time  to  the  deposit  banks  for  repayment,  488;  is 
this  forgetting  the  suffering  interests  of  the  community 
in  our  exclusive  care  of  the  Government?  439;  what  do 
these  measures  amount  to  for  relief?  489 ;  views  of  the 
Message,  489 ;  the  crisis  one  of  deep  interest,  440;  natu- 
ral to  inquire  into  the  causes,  440;  certain  general  posi- 
tions conceded  by  all,  441 ;  influence  of  the  present  bill 
on  the  treasury,  441 ;  give  the  treasury  perfect  command 
of  its  means,  441 ;  relieve  the  treasury  from  the  neces- 
sity of  using  its  means  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  banks, 
442;  cause  a  perfect  uniformity  in  the  value  of  the  col- 
lections and  disbursements  of  the  treasury,  442 ;  what 
unfavorable  influences  will  follow  from  this  bill,  442 ;  in- 
fluences of  the  measure  upon  Government,  443 ;  free  the 
legislation  of  Congress  from  bank  Influence,  443;  effect 
of  this  measure  upon  the  banks,  444 ;  it  is  said,  it  will 
destroy  these  institutions,  444 ;  the  banks  would  be  ben- 
efited in  every  light,  445. 

Amendment,  445 ;  adopted,  445 ;  amendment  author- 
izing reception  of  certain  bank  bills,  lost,  445;  other 
amendments,  446 ;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  446. 

An  apprehension  the  divorce  would  cripple  the  banks, 
446;  effect  of  the  amendment,  446;  gradual  change  in 
the  mode  of  collection,  447;  Government  should  be  able 
to  command  its  own  funds,  447;  further  remarks,  44S; 
bill  passed,  448. 

Immediate  causes  of  our  distress  arise  from  that  pecu- 
liar system  of  credit  and  currency  enlarged  so  exten- 
sively in  this  country  and  England,  521;  disposition  of 
those  who  depend  upon  this  system  to  lean  on  Govern- 
ment, 521 ;  the  slightest  irregular  movement  of  Govern- 
ment produces  a  shock,  521 ;  contraction  of  capitalists 
and  banks,  622 ;  Government  in  a  peculiar  position  un- 
der the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  522 ;  how  shall 
you  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks  ?  522;  three 
alternatives,  522;  influence  of  banks  and  of  individnalsi 
523;  the  proposition  submitted  in  1835,  523;  remarks, 
524. 

This  bill  violates  the  constitution,  526;  said  to  be  no 
new  proposition,  526;  provisions  of  the  bill,  526;  if  the 
bill  passes,  the  money  of  the  people  would  not  be  safe, 
526 ;  in  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial  revolution,  527 ; 
how  can  we  exercise  the  powers  given  us  by  the  consti- 
tion,  and  remould  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government, 
so  as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings  ?  527 ;  under 
our  banking  policy,  the  banks  have  the  exclusive  right 
of  making  paper  money,  and  their  paper  only  received 
for  public  dues,  527 ;  under  the  usury  laws,  they  draw 
higher  interest  than  the  capitalist,  528;  the  false  and  ar- 
tificial laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  528;  if  tho 
State  governments  will  have  a  paper  currency,  this  is 
tho  safest  mode,  528 ;  never  wish  to  see  the  banks  con- 
verted into  political  engines,  529 ;  the  connection  be- 
tween bank  and  state  a  conjunctioa  ominous  to  our  lib- 
erties, 529  ;  plan  of  special  deposits  best,  529;  divorce  ia 
the  great  principle,  530.  * 

The  measures  arc  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  530 ;  it  is  to  operate  on  tho  cur- 
rftncy  as  it  now  is,  530  ;  how  long  is  this  state  of  things 
to  continue  ?  530 ;  specie  banished,  531 ;  what  will  be 
the  probable  operation  of  a  law  that  takes  no  account  of 
the  present  state  of  the  currency?  531 ;  we  could  have 
no  return  to  a  specie  circulation  under  it,  531 ;  tho  Gov- 
ernment must  deal  In  that  currencyin  which  the  people 
deal,  582 ;  suppose  tho  law  carried  out,  what  would  fol- 
low ?  532 ;  resumption  indefinitely  postponed  by  this 
law,  C82. 

A  general  return  to  the  precious  metals  would  embar- 
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rass  and  impede  trade,  534 ;  absurd  to  talk  of  such  a  cur- 
rency in  this  country,  535;  it  is  Baid,  the  only  advantage 
of  a  paper  currency  is  its  cheapness,  535 ;  circulation  of 
Europe,  535 ;  loss  by  a  metallic  currency,  535 ;  it  is  said, 
we  should  not  be  alarmed  by  experiments,  686 ;  curren- 
cy of  bank  paper  not  due  entirely  to  the  Government, 
536 ;  a  word  for  the  South,  53T ;  supposed  injurious  effect 
of  banks  on  the  laboring  classes,  537;  effect  of  expansion 
on  wages,  53T,  538. 

What  have  we  done?  538;  postponed  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, 538 ;  issued  treasury  notes,  539 ;  this  is  the 
next  great  measure,  539;  no  man  can  determine  the. 
number  of  sub-treasuries,  540 ;  what  is  this  hill  ?  540 ; 
one  of  the  great  means  used  by  autocrats  to  perpetuate 
their  power,  540 ;  such  is  this  bill,  541. 

This  measure,  as  a  Democratic  one,  is  new,  542 ;  pub- 
lic opinion  not  suificiently  enlightened,  542  ;  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  542;  carried,  542. 

A  bill,  etc,  consideved,  621;  motion  to  strike  out 
what  relates  to  funding  the  surplus,  621 ;  carried,  621 ; 
this  bill  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  last  session,  622; 
the  producing  classes,  not  the  hanks,  constitute  the 
country,  623 ;  what  had  the  administration  sought  to  do  ? 
023. 

Eesolutions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  present- 
ed, requesting  a  postponement  of  the  bill,  625 ;  the  fea- 
tures of  the  bill,  625 ;  the  right  of  instruction,  625 ;  on 
questions  of  expediency  it  should  be  a  strong  case  to  in- 
duce a  Senator  to  abandon  his  post,  626. 

"Who  are  most  conspicuous  in  pressing  this  bill  upon 
Congress  and  the  people?  626;  it  is  said  we  ought  to 
follow  the  lead  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  627 ; 
he  withdrew  from  us,  627  ;  his  speech  was  plausible,  in- 
genious, abstract,  metaphysical,  and  generalizing,  627 ; 
he  reminds  us  that  we  denounced  the  pet  bank  system, 
62T  ;  he  professes  to  be  the  friend  of  the  banks,  and  at- 
tacked the  whole  banking  system  of  the  country,  628; 
the  additional  amount  of  money  the  banks  furnish  is  a 
powerful  stimulus  to  industry,  629  ;  banks  deemed  highly 
injurious  to  the  planting  interest,  629;  none  profited 
more  by  the  employment  of  capital  and  credit  derived 
from  the  banks,  629  ;  the  argument  against  the  right  of 
the  Government  to  receive  bank  notes  not  sound,  630 :  I 
appeal  from  himself  to  himself,  630;  further  considered, 
633. 

Motion  to  postpone  to  the  next  session,  lost,  642;  tho 
Edgefield  letter,  G43;  reason  for  not  acting  against  the 
administration,  643  ;  what  would  have  been  the  result  if 
we  had  joined  in  the  attack?  G43;  could  I  have  acted 
differently  from  what  I  did?  643 ;  extract  from  the  Edge- 
field letter,  648 ;  the  imputation  falls  to  the  ground,  644 ; 
what  he  charges  on  me  he  has  actually  done,  644;  it  is 
Baid  I  bore  a  character  of  stern  fidelity,  aud  it  is  im- 
plied that  I  forfeited  it,  644 ;  if  he  meant  stern  fidelity 
to  party,  my  answer  is,  I  never  belonged  to  the  party  he 
does  645;  my  present  political  position,  645;  I  cannot 
retort  upon  the  Senator  the  charge  of  being  metaphysi- 
cal, 646  ;  I  make  no  reply  to  the  defects  of  understand- 
ing he  attributes  to  me,  646;  course  of  public  life,  G46; 
the  restrictive  measure,  646;  the  bank  of  1814,  647;  ad- 
ministration of  the  "War  Department,  647. 

"War  experience,  648;  peace  experience,  648;  tho  sec- 
ond explosion  of  the  paper  system,  643;  the  great  meas- 
ures for  restoring  the  currency,  649;  the  bank  explosion 
of  1837,  650;  tho  two  principles  of  the  bill,  650;  founded 
in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety  and  constitutionality, 
650;  tho  Federal  Government  ought  to  use  the  money 
of  the  Federal  constitntion,  651 ;  an  adequate  supply  of 
specie  for  the  conntry  is  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the 
Federal  Government,  651 ;  large  mercantile  payments 
will  forever  be  made  la  bits  of  paper  representing  large 


masses  of  property,  651 ;  the  constitution  vests  in  Con- 
gress power  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin,  652. 
Amendment  rejected,  655 ;  reconsideration  lost,  655. 
In  the  House,  the  Senate  bill  having  been  read  twice, 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  carried,  655, 

Eesolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  pre- 
sented, 721 ;  political  character  of  the  resolutions,  721 ; 
how  far  to  bo  regarded  as  instructions,  721-726;  debate, 
727,  728. 

Indian  Affairs.^See  Index,  vols.  4,  11.  Agencies. — See 
Index,  vol.  10.  Department — See  Index,  voL  7.  I'ac- 
tory  System. — See  Index,  vol.  7.  Lands  within  a  State, 
rights  over. — See  Index,  vol.  1.  Relationa.^See  In* 
dex,  vol.  11.  Title  ^ye8t  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.— 
See  Index,  vol.  8.     Tribes. — See  Index,  vol.  S. 

Indian  War  Volunteers.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Indiana,  admission  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Indiana  Canal. — SeeTndem,\o\  9. 

Indiana,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Indians,  protection  o/-— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  provide  for 
tho  security  of  emigrant  Indians,  considered,  662 ;  ob- 
jection to  the  part  which  allows  tho  confederated  tribes 
to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congress,  662;  the  delegate  to  re- 
side at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  not  have  a  seat  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  663  ;  bill  ordered  to  the  third 
reading,  663. 

Indians,  Cherokee. — See  Index,  vol.  10.  Do,  CJiickasaws 
and  Choctaics.—See  Index,  vol.  9.  Do.  Emigration  of. 
—See  Index,  vol.  10.  Do.  Florida.— See  Ind^x,  vol.  9. 
Do.  Quapaw.—See  Index,  vol.  9.  Do.  Southern. — See 
Index,  vol.  10. 

Indians,  removal  of. — See  Index,  vols.  10, 11. 

Ingerboll,  Joseph  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
3 ;  on  a  bust  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  14, 

Inghaii,  Samxtel,  Ecpresentativo  from  Connecticut,  3,  460. 

Insolvent  Debtors. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Intercourse,  Commercial,  do.  Foreign,  do.  JTon.—See  In- 
dex, vol.  4. 

Interest  due  to  certain  States. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Internal  Improvements. — See  Index,  vols.  7,  8,  9, 10, 11. 

Invalid  Corps. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 


Jackson,  Jabez,  Kepresentative  from  Georgia,  4,  460. 
Jackson,  Tuomas  B.,  Kepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 
Jackson,  William,  Kepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  8. 

See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Jackson,  President,  reply  to  Santa  Anna's  letter,  160. 
Jails  of  States.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 
Janes,  Henry  F.,  Kepresentative  from  Vermont,  8. 
Jakvis,  Leonard,  Representative  from  Maine,  3 ;  on  tho 

Exploring  Expedition,  256.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 12. 
Jenifer,  Daniel,  Kepresentative  from  Maryland,  8,  460; 

on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  486. 
Johnson,  Cave,  Kepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4;  on  the 

purchase  of  books,  15.    See  Index,  vols.  10,  12. 
Johnson,  Henry,  Kepresentative  from  Louisiana,  4,  461. 

See  Index,  vol.  13. 
JoHNBON,  Joseph,  Kepresentative  from  Virginia,  8,  460. 
Johnson,  Richard  M.,  Kepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4 ; 

elected  Vice  President  by  the  Senate,  1S9;  his  letter, 

190;  remarks  on  taking  the  chair  of  the  Senate,  205; 

votes  for  as  Vice  President,  279.    See  Index,  vols.  3,  4, 

5,  6,  7,  8,  10,  11, 12. 
JonNSON,  "William  C,  Kepresentative  from  Maryland,  460; 

on  the  death  of  Cilley,  685.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Jones,  Benjamin,  Kepresentative  from  Ohio,  4.    See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 
Jones,  George  "W.,  Delegate  from  Michigan,  4;  question  of 

pay  to,  718. 
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Jones,  .JoHiT  W.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  3,  460. 
Jones,  Nathaniel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460, 
Journal  of  the  Old  Congress.— See  Index^  vol.  6. 
Journal  ofiTie  Federal  Convention.— See  Indean^  vol.  7. 
Judiciary. —See  Index,  vols.  2,  S,  9, 10, 11, 12. 
JuDSON,  Andrew  T.,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  3. 
Judges.,  Federal.,  remo'val  of, — See  Index,  vols.  2,  4. 


K 

Kane,  Elias  K.,  decease  of,  5.  See  Index,  vols,  8,  9,  10, 11, 
12. 

Keim,  Geoege  M.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  654 

Kemble,  GoTJVEiiNETiE,  Representative  from  New  York,  460. 

Kennedy,  ■ ,  on  reorganization  of  the  navy,  753, 

Kennon,  "William,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4. 

Kent,  Joseph,  on  the  decease  of  R.  H.  Goldborough,  56 ; 
Senator  from  Maryland,  339 ;  decease  of,  554.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Kentuchij  contested  Election. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Kentibchy,  vote  for  President  in  183G,  2S0 

Kenyon  College.— See  Index.,  vol.  9. 

Key,  F.  S.,  letter  on  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  254. 

Key,  "William,  Representative  from  Ohio,  461. 

Kilgoee,  Daniel,  Representative  from  Ohio,  461.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

King,  John  P.,  Senator  from  Georgia,  839;  on  Treasury 
notes,  866;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  397 ;  on  abolition 
petitions,  558 ;  on  Yermont  resolutions,  562 ;  relative  to 
anti-slavery  petitions,  720.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

King,  "William  R.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  339 ;  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society,  164 ;  elected 
President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  173 ;  his  address,  173 ; 
chosen  President  ^ro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  458;  his  re- 
marks, 453 ;  on  the  decease  of  J.  i^awler,  665.  See  In- 
dex, vols.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 11, 12. 

KiNNAED,  Geoege  L.,  Representative  from  Indiana,  4. 

KLiNGENSMiTir,  JonN  "W.,  Representative  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, 8,  460. 

Knight,  Nehemiah  R.,  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  339 
See  Index,  vols.  7,  8,  9, 10, 11, 12. 


Zafayeite,  gratitude  to,— See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  7,  8. 
Lake  Superior  Copper  Mines.— See  Index,  vols.  2,  7, 8, 
Land  BiU,  reported  with  amendments,  72. 
Land  Claims,  confirmation  of  certain.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 
Land  Laws  and  Decisions. — In  the  Senate,  a  resolution 

relative  to  the  collection  of,  considered,  197. 
Land  Purchasers,  relief  of. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 
Land  Titles  in  Louisiana,  Do.  Missouri.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Lands  for  Education. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Lands,   Western.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  3,  4,  6,  7.    Public 

Lands. 
Lane,  Amos,  Representative  from  Indiana,  4;  on  deposits 

with  the  States,  318;  on  the  fortification  bill,  336.    See 

Index,  vol.  12. 
Lansing,  Geeeet  Y.,  Representative  from  New  York,  3. 

See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 
Lapoete,  John,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  8. 
Lawlee,  J(Jab,  Representative  from  Alabama,  4,  461 ;  d 

cease  of,  664. 
Laweence,  Abbott,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  3 ; 

on  the  surplus  revenue,  248;  on  funds  for  federal  dues, 

832. 
Lay,  Geoege  "W.,  Roprosentatlvc  IVom  Now  York,  2.    See 

Index,  vol.  12. 
Lea,  Luke,  Reprcsentativo  from  Tonnosseo,  4.    See  Index, 

vol,  12. 


Leadbettep^  D.  p..  Representative  from  Ohio,  461. 
Lead  Mvnes,  reserved  eale  of.— See  Index,  vols.  7,  9. 
Lead  Mines  of  Missouri. — See  Index,  vol,  10. 
Lee,  Gideon,  Representative  from  New  York,  3 ;  on  the 
printing  of  the  geological  report,  &c.,  235;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  311. 

Lee,  Joshua,  Representative  from  New  York,  8. 
Lee,  Thomas,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  3.    See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 
Legaee,  IlrGH  8.,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
460 ;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  534 ;  on  the  Treasury  Note 
bill,  544. 

Leitensdoefee,  CoL^^ee  Index,  vol.  12. 

Leonard,  Stephen  B.,  Representative  from  New  York,  8, 

Letchee,  E.  p.,  bill  for  th»  relief  of,  passed,  244. 

Lewis,  Dixon  H.,  Representative  from  Alabama^  4 ;  on  re- 
ceiving a  petition  from  slaves,  267,  269. 

Liberation  of  American  Slaves  iy  British  authorities. — 
In  tho  Senate,  a  resolution  relative  to,  presented,  738. 

Liberia  Agency. — See  Index,  vols.  8,  9. 

Library  of  Congress. — See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Library  of  Mr.  Jefferson. — S&e  Index,  vol.  5. 

Lieutenant-General.— See  Index,  voL  5, 

Light  House  Duties.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Limitation,  statutes  of.— See  Index,  vols.  2, 4. 

Lincoln,  Levi,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  3,  460 ; 
presents  remonstrances  against  the  annexation  of  Tex- 
as.   See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Linn,  Lewis  F.,  on  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
158;  Senator  from  Missouri,  839 ;  on  duelling,  657;  on 
protection  to  Indians,  663 ;  on  inland  trade  with  New 
Mexico,  752.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Lvoe  Oah  Plantations. — See  Index,  vols.  7, 9. 

Loan  Bill.— See  Index,  vol  5, 

Logan,  Heney,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  3,  460. 

LooMiB,  Andeew,  Representative  from  Ohio,  461. 

LooMis,  Aeffaxad,  Representative  from  New  York,  460. 

Lots,  public,  in  Washington. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Louisiana,  vote  for  President  in  1836, 250. 

Louisiana  Land  Claims.— In  tho  Senate,  a  motion  to  con- 
sider the  bills  for,  686. 

Love,  Thomas  C,  Representative  from  New  York,  3. 

LowKiE,  "Walter,  resigns  as  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  45. 

Loyall,  Geoege,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8. 

Lucas,  Edwaed,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8. 

Lumpkin,  "Wilson,  Senator  from  Georgia,  556 ;  on  protec- 
tion to  Indians,  663 ;  on  the  Florida  war,  682;  on  anti- 
slaveiy  petitions,  721 ;  on  silver  coinage,  740. 

Lyon,  Francis  B.,  Representative  from  Alabama,  461 ;  on 
counting  the  votes  for  President,  186;  on  the  decease 
of  Joab  Lawler,  664. 

Lyon,  Lucius,  Senator  from  Michigan,  339. 
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Madison,  James,  doceaso  of,  36 ;  committee  on  proceedings 
respecting,  38;  report,  43. 

Madison  Papers.— In  the  Senate,  a  message  relative  to,  56 ; 
a  resolution  to  authorize  the  purchase  of,  considered, 
192;  one  of  tho  most  valuable  works,  193  ;  difficulty  of 
the  science  of  free  government,  193;  failure  of  the 
States  disunited,  193 ;  sovereignty  of  the  nation  with 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  194;  ordered  to  bo  engrossed, 
194;  passed,  196, 197, 
In  the  House,  a  message  relative  to,  211. 
In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  relinquish  to  Mrs.  Madison  tho 
copyright  in  foreign  countries,  reported,  443. 

Mail  Thefts.— See  Indexvol.  7. 

Maine,  admission  of— See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Maine,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 


INDEX. 


793 


Maison  Kouge,  cladm  of.~See  Index^  toIs.  8, 10. 

■Major  General,  office  of.See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Mallobt,  Fkancis,  Eepresentative  from  "Virginia,  460, 

Mangitm,  "Willie  P.,  votes  for,  as  President,  279.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  11. 

Mann,  Abijah,  Jr.,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8;  on 
the  Executive  Administration,  231 ;  on  deposits  -witli 
the  States,  811,  315 ;  on  funds  for  federal  dues,  332.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Mann.  Job,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  3. 

Manning,  Eichaed  J.,  Representative  from  South  Caroli- 
na, 3 ;  decease  of,  22. 

Marignt  D'Atiteeite,  case  of. — See  Index,  vol  9. 

Marine  Service. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Maetin,  Josutta  L.,  Representative  from  Alabama,  4,  461. 

Maevin,  BicnAED  P.,  Representative  from  Ncav  York,  460. 

Maryland,  vote  for  President  in  1S36,  260. 

Maryland,  memorial  on  the  state  of  affairs. — See  Index, 
vol.  5. 

Mason,  John  Y.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  3.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  11. 

Mason,  James  M.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  460 ;  on 
the  recognition  of  Texas,  825 ;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  530. 

Mason,  Moses,  Representative  from  Maine,  8.  See  Index, 
vol.  12. 

Mason,  Samson,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4,  461. 

Mason,  "William,  Representative  from  New  York,  3. 

MasaacTiusetts,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  2S0. 

Masaaehusetta  Memorial  on  the  war  of  1812.— (See  Index, 
vol.  5. 

Masaacltuseits  Militia  Claitns. — See  Index,  vols.  8,  9, 10, 11. 

Mauet,  Abeam  P.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4,  461 ; 
on  the  Mississippi  election,  478,  484. 

Maxwell,  Joun  P.  B.,  Eeprescntativo  from  New  Jersey, 
460. 

May,  "William  L.,  Eepresentative  from  Illinois,  4,  461. 

Mayaville  Uoad. — See  Index,  vols.  10, 11. 

McCaett,  JoKATnAN,  Representative  from  Indiana,  4.  See 
Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

MoClellan,  a.,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  460. 

McClellan,  Robert,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

McCliteb,  Chakles,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
460. 

MoComas,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  8 ;  on 
deposits  with  the  States,  819.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

McKay,  James  J.,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  3, 
460;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  46S ;  on  the 
Florida  war,  524;  on  the  distribution  of  books,  619. 
See  Index,  vols.  11,  12. 

MoKean,  Samuel,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  839;  pre- 
sents anti-slavery  memorial,  6IT,    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

MoKennan,  TnoMAS  M,  T.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, 8, 460.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

MoKeon,  John,  Representative  from  New  York,  8;  on  the 
executive  administration,  250 ;  on  the  arrest  of  R.  M. 
"Whitney,  294;  on  deposits  with  the  States,  818. 

MoKiM,  Isaac,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  8,  460 ;  de- 
cease of,  655.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

MoKiNLET,  John,  Senator  from  Alabama,  72  See  Index, 
vol.  13. 

MoLane,  Jeremiah,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Meade,  Eichaed  "W.,  claim  of— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  of,  passed,  617.  See  Index,  vols.  9, 10, 
12. 

Mediterranea/n  Trade.^See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Membera  of  Congress,  appointmenta  of—See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Memorial  of  Britiah  subjecia  on  Colonization.— See  Index, 
vol.  11. 

Menifee,  R.  A.,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  460 ;  on 


postponing  the  fourth  instalment.  487 ;  on  the  attack  on 
the  Caroline,  575. 
Mercer,  Charles  F.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  460 ; 
on  funds  for  federal  dues,  332 ;  on  the  Mississippi  elec- 
tion, 478;  on  neutral  relations,  631.  See  Index,  vols.  8, 
9,  10, 11, 12. 
Merc7iant8'  Bonds. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time 
of  payment  of,  passed,  367. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  postpone  the  payment  of,  re- 
ported, 464. 
Meeaage,  on  affairs  with  France,  14-24;  at  2d  session  of  24th 
Congress,  46 ;  on  Madison's  writings,  56 ;  relative  to  ship 
canals  across  the  Isthmus,  94;  on  Mexican  affairs,  159; 
on  reprisals  against  Mexico,  187 ;  on  the  Madison  papers, 
211 ;  on  Texan  Independence,  233 ;  relative  to  Michigan, 
236;  on  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  254;  to  1st 
session  of  25th  Congress,  840 ;  at  2d  session  of  25th  Con- 
gross,  544;  on  disturbances  on  the  Northern  Frontier, 
572;  on  invasion  of  American  soil,  573;  relative  to  Mex- 
ico, 662-664;  on  the  Government  money,  065 ;  on  border 
outrages,  685 ;  at  the  3d  session  of  25th  Conicress,  690 ;  on 
the  Smithsonian  Legacy,  T02 ;  on  the  defalcation  of 
Swartwout,  702;  on  British  trespassers  on  the  State  of 
Maine,  754 
Jfexieo. — In  the  Senate,  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  194 ;  redress  to  be  demanded,  194 ;  an- 
other effort  to  preserve  peace  should  be  demanded,  193  ; 
the  departure  of  our  Representative  abrupt  and  unne- 
cessary, 198 ;  instance  at  Ghent,  193 ;  circumstances  of 
the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Ellis,  199;  reprisals  recommended 
by  the  President,  199;  further  explanations,  200;  report 
agreed  to,  200. 

In  the  House,  a  report  on  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent relative  to,  308  ;  a  resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to 
any  coiTCspondence  respecting  the  cession  of  territory 
by  Mexico,  offered,  463 ;  agi'eed  to,  463. 

In  the  Senate,  a  statement  of  the  action  thus  far,  660  ; 
conduct  of  Mexico,  660 ;  proper  to  await  the  action  of  the 
House,  660 ;  the  next  step  must  be  some  measure  that 
may  lead  to  war,  660 ;  what  were  the  facts  in  the  case  ? 
C60  ;  farther  remarks,  661 ;  Message  from  the  President, 
6G2-664. 

In  the  House,  a  resolution  relative  to,  766.  See  Index, 
vol.  12. 
Michigan,  admisaion  of— In.  the  House,  a  bill  relative  to 
the  Southern  Boundary  and  admission,  &c.,  considered, 
29 ;  moved  to  postpone,  to  proceed  with  the  Arkansas 
bill,  29;  recommitment  of  both  moved,  29;  the  question 
ofboundary  should  be  left  for  future  adjustment,  80;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  30 ;  passed,  81. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  relative  to,  65;  remarks,  65; 
referred,  65 ;  motion  to  read  the  bill  for  admission  a  third 
time,  69;  one  of  the  gravest  questions  ever  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  69;  the  bill  should  pass  early,  that  Michi- 
gan might  receive  her  share  of  the  deposits  to  be  dis- 
tributed, G^ ;  the  facts  of  the  case,  69;  more  time  desira- 
ble, 70 ;  is  the  Senate  competent  to  declare  the  acts  of 
the  last  convention  valid?  70;  force  of  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  70 ;  people  of  the  Territory  perfectly  competent 
to  Iwld  a  convention  spontaneously,  without  any  appli- 
cation to  the  Legislature  about  the  matter,  71. 

The  last  convent4on  illegal  and  unauthorized,  71 ;  is 
this  act  of  the  people  a  fulfilment  of  the  condition  of 
admission?  71;  was  society  to  be  reduced  to  its  ele- 
ments ?  Tl ;  such  doctrines  ought  not  to  be  tolerated, 
71 ;  no  act  of  the  Legislature  required  to  give  validity  to 
the  convention,  72;  a  mere  question  of  right,  72;  the 
admission  resisted  for  four  years,  72. 

Orders  postponed  to  consider  the  bill,  72 ;  the  bill,  73; 
moved  to  recommit  and  strike  out  the  preamble,  73; 
the  facts,  73 ;  had  this  self-constituted  assembly  author- 
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ity  to  assent  for  the  State  ?  73 ;  if  not,  then  to  introduce 
her  on  its  authority  would  be  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution,  73;  ou  what  reason  is  it  held 
that  this  assembly  had  the  authority  ?  74  ;  because  more 
votes  were  given  for  this  than  for  the  other  convention, 
74;  a  question  of  principle  involved,  74;  the  authority 
of  numbers  is  made  to  set  aside  the  authority  of  law  and 
the  constitution,  74;  same  principle  involved  in  the  late 
anarchical  movement  of  Maryland,  74;  ground  of  the 
Maryland  insurrection,  74 ;  it  is  said  the  Michigan  as- 
sembly was  not  self-constituted,  74;  Congress  has  no 
right  to  call  a  convention  in  a  State,  74;  how  Michigan 
can  come  in,  74 ;  Michigan  differs  from  the  other  States 
only  in  her  Federal  relations,  75;  what  shall  be  done? 
75. 

Eeview  offsets  and  circumstances,  75;  Congress  did 
not  intend  that  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  necessary,  76 ;  amount  of  the  testimony  as 
to  the  assent  of  the  people,  76;  this  delay  unneces- 
sary, 77. 

Amendment  to  the  preamble  moved,  77;  it  asserts 
what  is  not  a  fact,  77 ;  the  question  is  between  the  two 
conventions— if  the  first  was  legal,  the  last  was  not,  78; 
what  evidence  is  there  of  any  regularity  in  the  elections 
of  delegates?  78. 

What  is  the  question?  79;  shall  we  release  Michigan 
after  she  has  given  her  assent  to  the  conditions?  79; 
opinion  of  the  people  as  to  their  southern  boundary,  79 ; 
shall  we  reject  this  preamble,  which  will  forever  termi- 
nate the  dispute  between  two  States?  80;  views  enter- 
tained of  the  preamble  at  the  last  session,  SO  ;  no  objec- 
tion to  the  act  of  Congress  unless  the  people  are  not  com- 
petent to  give  the  required  assent  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  81 ;  conduct  of  the  people,  81 ; 
Tennessee,  81 ;  Missouri,  81 ;  case  of  Maryland,  82 ;  as  a 
source  of  power  to  the  convention,  legislative  action 
would  have  been  absurd,  82 ;  the  people  are  the  rightful 
authors  of  all  constitutions,  82. 

Present  aspect  of  the  question,  83;  Pennsylvania  af- 
fairs, 83 ;  the  Maryland  branch  of  the  question,  83 ;  re- 
marks of  Madison,  84;  conventions  independent  of  State 
legislation,  84 ;  how  have  State  Legislatures  assumed  to 
have  the  power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?  84 ;  the  case 
of  Michigan,  84 ;  denunciation  of  mobs  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, 65. 

The  bill  involves  a  monstrous  political  heresy,  85 ;  the 
case  simply  stated,  85,  action  under  the  ordinance  of 
*S7,  86  ;  has  the  condition  been  complied  with  ?  86 ;  set- 
tlement of  the  boundaries,  87 ;  privilege  of  Legislatures 
and  force  of  constitutions,  83;  the  power  to  call  the  con- 
vention required  in  Michigan  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  leg- 
islation, 88. 

Grounds  upon  which  the  opposition  to  this  admission 
has  been  made,  89;  she  is  still  a  territory,  89;  Legisla- 
tures and  conventions  are  mere  agents  of  the  people,  in 
whom  all  sovereignty  resides,  89 ;  has  a  single  remon- 
strance been  presented  ?  90 ;  the  Senate  has  not  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  the  people  for  some  years,  90;  this  a 
question  of  facts,  90 ;  what  were  tho  doctrines  of  ^98  ? 
90;  democracy  was  called  a  disease,  91;  purpose  for 
which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed,  91 ;  ab- 
surdity of  the  principle  contended  for,  shown,  91 ;  the 
preamble  unnecessary,  92;  amendment  lost,  92 ;  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  92. 

Senators, — In  the  Senate,  tho  Michigan  Senators  ad- 
mitted, 162;  ballot  for  terms,  162. 

Debate  relative  to  counting  her  vote  for  President,  185. 

In  the  House,  tho  bill  considered,  255;  passed,  255;  tho 
Eopresontativo  qualified,  256.    See  Jndeso,  vol.  12. 
Mic7iig^n.—YQtQ  for  President  in  1886,  280. 
Mileage  of  Members.— See  Jnde^^  vol.  11. 


Military  Academy  and  Academies.— See  Index,  vols.  2 

5,7. 
Military  Hoads.—See  Indexc^  vol.  7. 
Militia  Courts  MarUal.—See  Index,  vols.  9, 10. 
MiLLEE,  Jesse,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3.    See 

Index,  vols.  11, 12. 
MiLLEH,  JouN,  Representative  from  Mis^ssippi,  461. 
MiLLiGAN,  John  J.,  Eepresentativo  from  Delaware,  3,  460. 

See  Index,  voL  11. 
Minister  to  Englamd.—See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Mints^  branch.— la  the  House,  the  subject  considered,  756. 

See  Index,  vol.  12. 
MintSee  Index,  vols.  1,  2, 10. 
Miranda's  Expedition.— See  Index,  vol.  4. 
Mississippi  Election. — In  the  House,  a  report  of  the  com- 
mittee In  favor,  478;  important  subject,  478;  question 
on  concurrence  with  the  report  that  the  members  are 
duly  elected,  484 ;  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pre- 
scribe the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  their 
elections,  484;  not  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  de- 
termine the  time  or  places  and  manner,  484 ;  substitute 
for  the  resolution  oflFered,  485 ;  tho  facts  of  the  case,  485 ; 
are  these  gentlemen  entitled  to  their  seats  ?  485 ;  it  is 
said  vacancies  had  not  happened,  485. 

The  question  depends  upon  what  was  the  vacancy 
and  how  it  is  to  be  filled,  500;  the  vacancy,  500;  have 
these  persons  been  elected  ?  500 ;  it  is  a  vacancy  which 
the  Executive  of  a  State  cannot  supply,  500 ;  still  less 
can'he  supply  it  for  a  term  of  two  years,  500 ;  nullifica- 
tion, 501 ;  this  election  nnconstitutional,  501 ;  how  will 
the  resolution  be  received  by  the  people  of  Mississippi? 
502 ;  adopted,  502. 
A  communication  from  contestants  offered,  563. 
Eesolutions  relative  to,  considered,  613;  contestants 
admitted  to  the  floor,  613;  argument  of  Mr.  Claiborne, 
613;  further  consideration,  616,  621,  622. 

Election  of  members  reaffirmed,  680;  members  admit- 
ted, 680. 
Mississippi  State.— See  Index,  vol.  5;  do.  Territory.-See 

Index,  vol.  8,  Territories, 
Mississippi,  vote  for  President  in  1S36,  280. 
Mississippi  Iiiver,free  navigation -o/.-See  Index,  vol.  2. 
31i8S0uri. — See  Index,  vols.  4,  5,  6,  7. 
Missouri  Land  Claims. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 
Missouri,  vote  for  President  in  1S36,  280, 
MiTcuELL,  CuAKLES  P.,  Ecpresentativo  from  New  York, 

460. 
MoNEOE,  James,  claim  of. — See  Index,  vols.  9, 11. 
Monroe  Doctrine. — In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to, 

716.    See  Index,  vols.  3,  9. 
Montgomery,  "William,  Eepresentativo  from  North  Caroli- 
na, 3,  460. 
Moore,  Ely,  Eepresentative  from  New  Torfe,  3,  461. 
Morgan,  William  S.,  Eepresentative  from  Virginia,  3,  460. 
Morgan,  "William,  the  case  of— See  Index,  vol.  10. 
Morris,  Calvari,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  461. 
Morris,  Mathias,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania,  3, 

460;  on  the  death  of  Cilley,  636;  on  the  civil  list,  647. 
Morris,  Samuel  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  PennsyJvanio, 

490. 
Morris,  Thomas,  Senator  from  Ohio,  839 ;  on  the  admission 
of  Michigan,  70,  71 ;  offers  resolutions  counter  to  thosJ 
of  Mr.  Calhoun,  570;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions,  571,  5S3,  ■ 
584;  on  bank  notes  for  Government  dues,  663.    See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 
Mother  of  Com.  Perry. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 
MouTON,  ALEXANnER,  Scuator  from  Louisiana,  1S2,  839;  on 

.  Louisiana  land  claims,  6S6. 
Mounted  Infantry. — See  Index,  vols.  4, 10, 11. 
Muhlenberg,  Henry  A,,  Eepresentative  ftom  Pennsylva- 
nia, 3,  400. 
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2faUonal  O'baervaiory.—See  Ind&c,  toIs,  2  5. 
rnituraUzation  Zaws.—la  the  Senate,  a  memorial  of  Dr. 
Theller,  737 ;  his  case,  737 ;  a  naturalized  citizen  cap- 
tured in  Canada  and  condemned  for  treason,  737 ;  natu- 
ralized citizens  entitled  to  all  the  protection  of  native 
citizens,  737;  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  737;  a 
petition  for  the  repeal  of,  and  adoption  of  new  laws  pre- 
venting the  indiscriminate  influx  of  foreign  emigrants, 
756.  See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  4, 10. 
Ma/oal  Eetdblishment.See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3, 4,  5,  6,  7,  9 

10. 
Naval  E^loiis.—See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Naval  Pension  Fund.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Naval  ScJiool.—See  Index,  vol.  8,  and  Index,  vol.  9,  Naval 

SstablialiTnent. 
Navigation  Lawa.—See  Index,  vol.  4. 
Na/vy  Pension  Emid.— In  the  Senate,  amendments  of  the 

House  considered,  204. 
Navy,  reorganization  of.— In  the  House,  amotion  to  strike 

out  the  appropriation  to  the  navy  board,  753. 
Nayloe,  Chakles,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  160 ; 

on  the  sub-Treasury,  538. 
Negroes,  free,  in  the  Diatrict  of  Colum'bia.—See  Index, 

vol,  9. 
Negroes,  Mdnapping  of— See  Index,  vol.  2. 
Neutral  Relations, — In  the  Senate,  a  hill  relative  to,  consid- 
ered, 611;  the  law  of  1818,  612;  rights  of  our  three 
neighbors,  612 ;  the  bill  a  measure  of  prevention,  612  ; 
the  first  section,  612;  the  second  tJection,  612;  the  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline  avowed  by  a  British  ofllicer  as 
done  by  his  orders,  612;  amendment  offered,  613;  it 
confines  the  operation  of  the  hill  to  the  foreign  states 
and  colonics  conterminous  with  us,  C13 ;  hill  passed, 
616. 

In  the  House,  principles  on  which  the  bill  is  based, 
630;  policy  of  the  Government,  631;  necessary  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  on  the  northern  frontier,  631 ; 
power  ample  under  the  laws  of  1794  and  1818,  631 ;  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Pinkney, 
631 ;  it  is  said  tlie  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  is  in 
confiict  with  this  bill,  631 ;  principles  of  the  amend- 
ment, 632;  the  act  of  1313  went  far  enough,  632;  a 
measure  entirely  improper  to  be  adopted,  632 ;  a  bill  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  632;  a  monstrous  princi- 
ple, 632;  protection  afl'orded  by  the  British  authorities, 
C32;  further  considered,  637;  passed,  638. 

In  the  Senate,  tho  bill  from  tho  House  reported,  638 ; 
amendments,  639;    first  section   authorizes  a  seizure 
without  limitations,  tho  amendment  designed  to  limit 
it,  639;  two  considerations  in  favor  of  tho  amendment, 
640;   amendment  agreed  to,  640;  second  amendment, 
640;  explanation,  640;  third  and  fourth  amendments, 
640.    See  Index,  vols.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7. 
N&w  JIampshire,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  2S0. 
New  Jersey,  veto  for  President  in  1836,  280. 
New  Mexico  and  Missouri  Inland  Trade.— In  the  Senate, 
a  memorial  relative  to,  presented,  752.     See  Index, 
vol.  8. 
New  Orleans,  defence  of— See  Index,  vol.  5. 
New  York,  vote  for  Presldent.in  1836,  230. 
Niagara  Sufferers.— See  Index,  vols.  5,  6. 
Nicholas,  Robert  C,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  339. 
Wiles,  John  M.,  on  the  treasury  circular,  64 ;  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan,  90;  on  abolition  In  tho  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 153 ;  on  copyright  to  foreigners,  184 ;  Senator 
fVora  Connecticut,  339;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  374; 
on  abolition  petitions,  559;   on  Calhoun's  resolutions, 
591;  on  the  fourth  Instalment,  70S ;  on  silver  coinage, 
783. 


Noble,  "William  H.,  Representative  from  New  York,  400. 

Non^ Excoriation  in  Foreign  Bottoms.^See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Non-Importation.~See  Index,  vols.  8, 4. 

Non-Iniercourse. — See  Intercourse. 

North  Carolina,  vote  for  President  in  1S36,  280. 

North-eastern  Boundary.— \n  tho  House,  a  message  from 
the  President  relative  to,  considered,  679 ;  claims  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  679 ;  proceedings  of  the  commission,  680 ; 
terms  proposed  by  the  commission,  680;  American  pro- 
position an  abandonment  of  the  claim,  680. 

In  the  Senate,  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  survey,  636;  report  relative  to,  658 ;  a  message  rela- 
tive to,  757;  report  on,  75S;  a  bill  giving  the  President 
additional  means  of  defence  in  certain  cases  of  invasion, 
considered,  761 ;  features  of  the  bill,  761 ;  consequences 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  762 ;  no  part  of  the  hill  could  bo 
viewed  as  a  threat,  762 ;  the  justice  of  our  cause  is  palpa- 
ble, 763 ;  the  bill  is  little  more  than  a  contingent  appro- 
priation placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  763 ;  is 
it  a  threat  to  prepare  for  war  when  an  intention  .to  In- 
vade our  territory  has  been  avowed  ?  704 ;  bill  passed 
unanimously,  765. 

In  tho  House,  a  debate  on  the  bill,  766.  S^e  Index. 
vols,  8, 10, 12. 

Northern  Frontier. — In  the  House,  tho  bill  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  on,  considered,  624;  object  of  the  bill, 
624;  should  pause  before  wo  make  any  alteration  in 
those  principles  in  relation  to  our  export  trade,  which 
had  existed  so  long,  624 ;  the  bill  inefficient  to  answer 
the  end  it  proposes,  625. 

NortJi-west  Coast,  exploration  of— See  Index,  vols.  7,  3. 

Noevell,  John,  on  counting  the  votes  for  President,  etc., 
185 ;  Senator  from  Michigan,  339 ;  on  Mr.  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  579 ;  on  neutral  relations,  640  ;  on  protection, 
to  emigrant  Indians,  662 ;  on  tho  tenure  of  judges  in 
Territories,  631 ;  on  the  Washington  Monument  Society, 
687  ;  on  proceeds  of  public  lands,  731 ;  on  tho  naturali- 
zation law,  737.  See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Notes,  Jobepu  C,  Representative  from  Maine,  460. 
Nullification. — See  Index,  voh  12. 


O 

OatTis.—See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Occupying  Claimant  Laiids.See  Index,  vol,  8. 

Office,  a  certain  inquiry  respecting. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Officers,  removal  of — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Officers  of  the  Customs.-^See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Offices,  plurality  of—See  Index,  vol.  3.        • 

Ogle,  Chakles,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 

Ohio  Canal,  land  grant  to. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Ohio  Northern  Boundary. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Ohio  River,  improvement  of. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Ohio  State  Government. — See  Index,  vol.  2. 

0?iio,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  230. 

Ordinance  ofllBJ. — See  Index,  v(ds.  8,  4,  and  Index,  vol.  6, 
Missouri. 

Oregon  Territory. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  oc- 
cupation of,  introduced,  622;  if  the  Territory  is  neglect- 
ed, it  may  pass  ft-om  us,  622 ;  clause  of  the  treaty,  623 ; 
the  time  bad  come  when  wo  ought  to  assort  our  right  to 
Oregon  or  abandon  it  forever,  623;  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  623 ;  a  petition  from  the  settlers  of,  735. 

Orleans  Territories. — See  Index,  vol.  4,  Territories. 
Owens,  Geoegb  W.,  Representative  from  Georgia,  4,  460 ; 
on  slavery  petitions,  7-10 ;  on  report  on,  25. 


Pagr,  Sherman,  Representative  fVom  New  York,  3.    See 
Index,  vol.  12. 
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Painter,  Lemuel,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 
Painting  of  the  Principal  Events  of  the  Ben)olution.~See 

Index,  vols.  5,  9, 10. 
Palmer,  John,  Eepresentativo  from  New  York,  460. 

Panama^  lethmus  of. — In  the  House,  a  resolution  on,  766. 

Panama  Jfinisters,  instructions  to.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Panama  MUsion. — See  Index,  vols.  8,  9. 

Paper  Money,  a  memorial  relative  to,  236. 

Parker,  Amasa  J.,  Representative  from  New  York,  460 ;  on 
the  death  of  Cilley,  635. 

Palmer,  ErciiARD  E.,  Senator  from  Virginia,  61. 

Parker,  Jameb,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  8.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Parks,  Goeham,  Representative  from  Maine,  3.  See  Index, 
vol.  12. 

Parmenter,  "William,  Representative  from  Massachusetts) 
460 ;  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill,  509. 

Patent  Office.See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Patterson,  "William,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4,  460;  (Je- 
ccase  of,  TOO.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Patton,  John  M.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  3,  460 ;  on 
slavery  petitions,  8 ;  on  report  on,  25 ;  on  the  decease  of 
Madison,  36;  on  receiving  a  petition  from  slaves,  267- 
269;  on  the  case  of  E.  M,  Whitney,  804;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  824;  offers  a  resolution  on  abolition  pe- 
titions, 566.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Pay  of  Members.— See  Index,  vols.  5,  6,  10, 11. 

Paym,ent  of  Interest  to  States. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Payment  of  Specie  to  Members.— In  the  House,  resolutions 
relative  to,  considered,  462. 

PearcE)  James  A.,  Representative  from  Maryland,  8,  460. 

Pearoe,  DrTEE  J.,  Representative  from  Rhode  Island,  3 ;  on 
the  Executive  Administration,  219 ;  on  deposits  with  the 
States,  822.    See  Index,  vols.  10,  11, 12. 

Peck,  Judge,  the  case  of— See  Index,  vols.  10, 11. 

Feck,  Lttthek  C,  Representative  from  New  York,  400. 

Penal  Code  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Penal  Code  of  the  Vnited  States.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Penitentiary  in  i7ie  District  of  Columbia. — See  Index, 
vol.  8. 

Pennsylvania  Insurgents.— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

PennsyUania,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  2S0. 

Pennybacker,  Isaac  S.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  460 ; 
on  the  Mississippi  Election,  485. 

Pension  Bill,  revolutionary. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Pension  Laws. — See  Index,  vols.  10,  11, 12. 

Pensions  to  Wounded  Officers  of  the  War  of  1812. — See  In- 
dex, vol.  6. 

Perrt,  Commocore.— ;Sc6  Index,  vol.  10. 

Petition,  the  right  of — In  the  House,  consent  asked  to  in- 
troduce a  resolution  relative  to,  295;  the  resolution, 
296;  modified,  29G;  vote  on  receiving  a  petition  from 
slaves,  296;  vote  on  the  right  of  petition  in  slaves,  296. 

Petitions,  reception  of— See  Index,  vol,  2,  and  Index,  vols. 
1,  6,12,  Slavery. 

Peteikin,  David,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 

Pettigrew,  Ebenezer,  Representative  from  North  Caroli- 
na, 8. 

Peyton,  Baillie,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  4;  on 
slavery  petitions,  6 ;  on  the  deposit  banks,  19 ;  on  the 
Executive  AdminLstration,  221 ;  on  a  scene  in  the  com- 
mittee room,  259.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Philadelphia  Frigate,  captors  of— See  Index,  vol.  9. 

PiiELPS,  Lancelot,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  3, 460. 

Philips,  Stephen  C,  Representative  from  Massachusetts, 
8,  460 ;  on  the  Exploring  Expedition,  257 ;  on  the  Treas- 
ury Note  bill,  512.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

PiOKENB,  Francis  W.,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
8,  460 ;  on  slavery  petitions,  6 ;  on  the  petition  from 
slaves,  272;   on  deposit  with  the  States,  821;   on  the 


fourth  instalment,  471 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 495;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  520. 

Pierce,  Franklin,  Representative  from  New  Hampshire,  3; 
on  slavery  petitions,  6;  on  "West  Point  Academy,  88; 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  889 ;  on  abolition  peti- 
tions, 560 ;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions,  594.  See  Index, 
vol.  12. 

PiNCKNEY,  Henry  L.,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
8;  reports  on  abolition  petitions,  24;  on  the  report,  26 ; 
on  the  petition  from  slaves,  272.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Piracy  in  the  West  Indies.— See  Index,  vols.  7,  8. 

Plttmer,  Aenold,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  400. 

Poinsett,  J.,  his  letter  to  Gen.  Bcott,  574;  do.  to  Gov.  Mar- 
cy,  574 ;  do.  to  Mr.  Fox,  674. 

Polish  Exiles. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Polk,  James  K.,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  4,  461; 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  3 ;  address,  4 ;  reply  to 
the  vote  of  thanks,  337 ;  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House, 
461;  on  the  order  of  business  at  the  extra  session,  4C3; 
reply  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  776.  See  Index,  vols.  8,  9, 
10,  11. 

Pontchartrain  Canal  an/I  Louisiana  College. — See  Index, 
vol.  10. 

Poor  of  Georgetown,  wood  for.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Pope,  John,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  460. 

Portugal,  commerce  ioith.Se6  Index,  vol.  7. 

Postage  of  Newspapers.— See  Indexc,  vol.  3. 

Postage,  reduction  of— See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Postmaster- General,  salary  of^See  Index,  vols.  8,  9. 

Post-office.— See  lyidex,  vol.  1. 

Post-office  Department  Investigation. — See  Indesc,  voL  11. 

Post-office  Patronage.- — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Potomac  River  Bridge.— See  Index,  vol.  3, 

Potter,  "William  "W.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 
460 ;  on  the  death  of  Cilley,  636. 

Potts,  David,  Jr.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  3, 
460.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Powers  ofi/ie  Government. — See  Index,  vol  12. 

Power  of  the  President  to  oHginate  Missions. — See  Index^ 
vol.  11,  Turkish  Mission. 

Pratt,  Zadock,  Representative  from  New  York,  460. 

Pre-empt/ion  Eights. — See  Index,  vols.  7, 10, 11. 

Prentiss,  John  H.,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  460. 

Prentiss,  Samuel,  Senator  from  Vermont,  339 ;  on  the  Ver- 
mont Anti-Slavery  Resolutions,  615;  on  duelling,  633; 
on  printing  anti-slavery  petitions,  720 ;  on  the  Missis- 
sippi election,  622.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 12. 

Prentiss,  Sergeant  S.,  Representative  from  Mississippi, 
680 ;  against  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  708. 

Presents  from  Foreign  Powers.-See  Index,  voL  12. 

Presents  to  Ministers.—See  Index;  vol.  2. 

Presidency,  vacancy  in. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Presidential  Document. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Presidential  Election. — In  the  House,  report  on  mode  ot 
proceeding  to  count  the  votes  for  President,  264 ;  votes 
of  persons  not  competent,  265 ;  counting  the  votes,  278; 
Mr.  Van  Buren  notified,  295. 

Presidential  Election  in  the  Bouse.— See  Index,  vols.  8, 12. 

Peeston,  "William  C,  on  the  Expunging  Resolution,  107, 339 ; 
on  Mexican  nff'airs,  160;  on  coi>yright  to  foreigners,  188. 
184;  on  Texan  Independence,  202;  on  postponing  the 
fourth  instalment,  856 ;  on  the  sub-Treasury,  429 ;  on 
abolition  petitions,  559 ;  on  Calhoun's  Resolutions,  568, 
5G9, 583 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Resolutions,  615 ; 
on  treasury  notes,  676;  on  the  fourth  instalmentj  710, 
714.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Previous  Question. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  4,  5. 
Printing  Old  Journals. — See  Index,  vol.  12, 
Printing,  public— See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Privileges  of  Senate  Officers.— See  Indea^  vol.  7. 
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Private  Zossea  in  Service. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Privateers. — See  Index,  vols.  4,  5. 

Propagating  the  Gospel  among  Vie  IleatJien.—See  Index, 

vol.  T. 
Prosperity  o/the  Cowntry. — See  Index,  vol.  13. 
Protective  Duties. — See  Index,  vol.  1,  and  Index,  vols,  5,  G, 

Duties  on  Imports. 
Protest  of  the  President—See  Inde3&,  vol.  12. 
Protest  of  Massachusetts  Senators  against  the  adoption  of 

tlio  Expunging  Resolution,  153. 
Public  Buildings.— See  Index,  vols,  5,  T. 
Public  Debt. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 
Public  Defaulters.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Public  Documents,  suppression  of. — See  Index,  vol.  7;  do. 

reprinting  of.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 
Public  Expenditures. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 
Public  Mcpenditures.—lietteT  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, 464 
Public  Lands,  distribution  of  proceeds,  <£c. — In  the  House, 
a  resolution  relative  to,  considered,  21 ;  the  true  question 
to  be  decided,  22. 

In  the  Senate,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  asked,  61 ;  ob- 
ject to  continue  the  distribution  with  the  States,  61 ; 
amendment  offered  to  the  bill,  161 ;  lost,  161 ;  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  carried,  182. 

Cession  of. — In  the  Senate,  a  proposition  relative  to, 
190 ;  the  bill  laid  on  the  table,  191. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  sales  except  to  actual  settlers,  &c., 
considered,  109 ;  the  great  principle  of  the  bill  is  to  arrest 
monopolies  of  the  public  lands,  and  limit  sales  to  actual 
settlers,  109 ;  Is  this  principle  such  as  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Senate  ?  109 ;  evils  of  the  existing  system,  110 ;  a 
monopoly  of  its  lands  the  greatest  injury  to  a  country, 
110 ;  what  has  the  Government  gained  by  auction  sales? 
Ill ;  details  of  the  bill,  111. 

Pre-eTuption  to  Actual  Settlers. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill 
to  grant,  &c.,  considered,  620 ;  amendment,  620. 

The  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of,  con- 
sidered, 661 ;  amendments  moved,  661 ;  carried,  661 ; 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  661 ;  one  of  two  courses 
of  policy  ought  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands,  662 ;  adhere  to  the  present  laws,  or  make  a  cession 
to  the  States,  662. 

In  the  House,  the  Semate  bill  relative  to  pre-emption 
considered,  682  ;   resolutions  offered,  717 ;   the  bill  to 
graduate  tho  price  of,  passed,  730 ;  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of,  731. 
566  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10, 13.    Distribution  of 
Proceeds,— See  Index,  vols.  10,  11,  13.     Purchasers 
of. — ;S'66  Index,  vol.  10.    Graduation  of  iJie  Price.— 
See  Index,  vols.  8,  9. 
Public  Money. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Pursers  in  the  Kavy. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 
Putnam, ,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  689. 


Quakers,  memorial  of— See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3. 
Quartermaster'* S  Department. — See  Index,  voL  4. 
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Railroads,  aid  io.—See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Railroad  from  Baltimore  to  Washington.— See  Index,  vol 

11. 
Eandolpu,  Joseph  F.,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey, 

460. 
Ransom,  prohibition  of.—See  Index,  vol.  5. 
Eariden,  James,   Eepresentative  from  Indiana,  461;   on 

postponing   tho   fourth  instalment,  430;   on  treasury 

notes,  663. 


Real  Estate  and  Slaves,  valuation  of.—See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Eeed,  John,  Eepresentative  from  Massachusetts,  3,  460. 

Eeeves,  Eev.  Me.,  chosen  chaplain  of  the  House,  714. 

Eencuee,  Abraham,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
3,  460.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Report  on  the  mode  of  counting  the  votes  for  President,  264. 

Representation,  ratio  of. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  4. 

Representatives,  (jualification  of. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Resignation,  does  it  cause  a  vacancy  f — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Resolution  on  the  decease  of  Elias  K.  Kane,  5;  on  slavery 
petitions,  7 ;  to  admit  the  Michigan  Eepresentative  aa  a 
spectator,  11 ;  on  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  slavery  petitions,  12 ;  for  a  bust  of  Marshall,  14 ;  on 
the  purchase  of  books,  15 ;  on  an  investigation  of  the  de- 
posit banks,  16-19;  on  the  decease  of  EichardJ.  Man- 
ning, 33 ;  on  abolition  petitions,  34,  27,  28  ;  on  the  de- 
cease of  Madison,  37,  43 ;  on  Texas  independence,  43, 99 ; 
on  the  decease  of  E.  H.  Goldsborough,  56 ;  on  commerce 
and  navigation,  57 ;  on  the  treasury  circular,  57 ;  of 
thanks  to  the  Vice  President,  182;  on  counting  the 
votes  for  President,  etc.,  185 ;  on  Madison's  papers,  196 ; 
relative  to  the  land  laws,  198;  of  thanks  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  205;  on  the  decease  of  David 
Dickson,  211 ;  to  release  the  States  from  the  payment  of 
the  deposit,  212;  on  tho  Executive  administration,  312; 
on  the  decease  of  John  Coffee,  211 ;  on  the  decease  of 
George  L.  Kinnard,  212;  on  the  President's  Message, 
219;  on  the  extension  of  the  pension  system,  236;  on 
the  right  of  petition,  295 ;  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  335 ; 

*  of  relief  to  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  258;  relative  to  the 
scene  in  the  committee  room,  263;  on  the  mode  of 
counting  tho  votes  for  President,  2C5;  relative  to  the 
petition  from  slaves,  268,  269,  271;  of  censure  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, 2T3,  274,  230,  231,  282 ;  relative  to  E.  M.  Whitney, 
291,  297,  304,  306  ;  relative  to  notes  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  314;  relative  to  the  deposit  bank^,  331;  on  the 
decease  of  James  Standifer,  462 ;  on  the  payment  of  spe- 
cie to  members,  462;  on  reference  of  tho  ^President's 
Message,  462;  on  the  order  of  business,  462;  on  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  463;  on  annexation,  465;  on 
the  decease  of  Senator  Kent,  555 ;  on  expunging,  550 ; 
of  Mr,  Calhoun  on  slavery,  567,  578 ;  note,  568 ;  of  Mr. 
Clay  relative  to  abolition,  593 ;  on  the  Mississippi  election, 
613,  616,  621 ;  on  Canada  affairs,  616 ;  on  the  distribution 
of  books,  619 ;  on  the  decease  of  J.  Cilley,  633,  634;  on 
investigating  the  causes  of  the  death  of  Cilley,  635;  on 
the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter,  654 ;  on  the  decease  of 
Isaac  McKim,  656 ;  relative  to  Texas,  062 ;  relative  to 
the  decease  of  Joab  Lawler,  665;  rescinding  the  treasury 
order,  680 ;  on  books  fur  members,  681 ;  on  tho  north- 
eastern boundary,  683;  on  the  decease  Of  "Wm.  Patter- 
son, 701 ;  of  Andrew  Y.  Bruyn,  701 ;  on  the  rights  of  tho 
South,  702,  706;  on  slavery,  713;  on  futility  of  constitu- 
tional resolutions,  713 ;  on  financial  policy,  715 ;  on  the 
British  outrage  at  Schlosser,  715;  relative  to  the  Monroe 
doctrine,  716 ;  on  tho  "Wisconsin  election,  716 ;  on  public 
lands,  717 ;  on  money  received  from  customs,  719 ;  rela- 
tive to  proceeds  of  public  lands,  730;  on  the  liberation 
of  American  slaves,  733 ;  relative  to  James  Eamsey,  745 ; 
of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  768. 

Retrenchm-ent. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Revenue  Bonds. — In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  renewal  ol^ 
considered,  482. 

Revenue  Collection  Bill.— See  NiilUficaiion. 

Revenue,  collection  of. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Revenue  Cutiers.—See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Revenue,  reduction  of.—See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Revenue,  surplus.— In  the  House,  a  report  on,  248;  bill  to 
reduce,  249 ;  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  "Ways 
■and  Moans,  249;  important  measure,  249;  will  create  a 
panic  in  the  country,  249 ;  is  it  a  party  measure  ?  249 ; 


798 


INDEX. 


what  does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  say,  but  that 
the  revenue  will  fall  short?  250;  taotion  to  lay  on  the 
table  lost,  250. 

Kinds  of  Money  /or.— In  the  Senate,  notice  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  860;  the  bill  introduced,  867;  the 
President  recommends  gold  and  silver  exclusively,  367; 
effect  of  the  resolution  of  1S18,  36S;  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, 368;  its  principles,  868;  what  is  at  this  moment 
the  ungracious  attitude  in  which  the  Government  is 
placed  towards  the  people  ?  869 ;  a  state  of  things  not  to 
be  perpetuated,  369 ;  divorce  of  bank  and  state  are 
catch-words,  369 ;  we  are  told  of  the  inconvenience  of 
receiving  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  370 ;  the  cur- 
rency should  be  improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
as  well  as  the  Government,  369 ;  tendency  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  precious  metals,  as  stated  by  the  President, 
370;  "increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper,"  371;  the 
measure  proposed  almost  received  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  last  Congress,  371 ;  its  advantages,  371 ;  it 
would  secure  a  sound,  stable,  and  convenient  currency, 
372 ;  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  squints  towards  a  treas- 
ury bank,  372 ;  will  you  organize  such  a  great  moneyed 
machine?  372;  question  involved  in  the  bill,  373;  bill 
ordered  to  a  second  reading,  874. 

Revolution,  soldiers  of.— See  Index-,  vols.  10, 11,  and  Index, 
vols.  8,  6,  Soldiers. 

Revolution,  surviving  officers  of.— See  Indeoi.,  vol.  9. 

Revolutionary  bounty  Lands. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Revolutionary  Claima.— See  Index.,  vol.  12. 

Revolutionary  FenMon  System.— See  Index.,  vol.  8.  * 

Ebtnolds,  John,  Eepresentatlve  from  Illinois,  4.  See  In- 
dex., vol.  12. 

Reynolds,  Joseph,  Representative  from  New  York,  3 ;  on 
deposits  with  the  States,  314. 

EnETT,  R.  Barnwell,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
460;  on  treasury  notes,  499  ;  on  the  Treasury  Note  bill, 
516;  on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  575. 

RJiode  Island^  admission  of— See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Rhode  Island,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

RicnAEDSON,  John  P.,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
460. 

liiPLEY,  Eleazee  "W.,  Representative  from  Louisiana,  4, 461 ; 
on  slavery  petitions,  6 ;  on  the  Executive  administra- 
tion, 228. 

Rives,  Feancis  E.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  460. 

Rives,  "William  C,  his  substitute  relative  to  the  treasury 
circular,  94 ;  on  the  treasury  circular,  95;  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Colonization  Society,  164;  Senator  from  Yir- 
ginia,  339 ;  on  the  kinds  of  money  for  revenue,  367 ;  on 
the  sub-Treasury  bill,  402  ;  on  the  independent  treasury, 
622;  on  the  fourth  instalment,  711.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Roads  and  Canals.,  surveys  for. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Road  from  Detroit  to  Cliicago  ;  do.  from  Pensacola  to  St. 
Augustine;  do.  from  Georgia  to  New  OrleaJis.—See 
Index.,  vol.  8 ;  do.  in  Arkansas.— See  Ind&x,  vol.  9. 

Roads.,  Post— See  Index,  vols,  3,  7. 

Roads,  Post,  repair  of  in  Mlssissippi.—See  Index,  vol.  S. 

Roads  in  States  or  Territories,  difference  "between. — See 
Index,  vols.  9, 10. 

Roane,  John,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8. 

Roane,  John  J.,  Senator  from  Virginia,  389;  on  abolition 
petitions,  557 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery  resolutions, 
616 ;  on  book  purchases,  775. 
RoEBiNa,  Agiier,  on  Madison's  papers,  194;  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  339 ;  on  books  for  members,  637.  See  In- 
dex, vols.  8-12. 
EoBEUTSON,  John,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  460;  on 
report  on  aboliilon  petitions,  25;  on  the  censure  of  Mr. 
Adams,  274;  on  deposits  with  the  States,  812,  322;  on 
treasury  notes,  493;  on  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  606, 
514,  516.    See  Index,  vol  12. 


Robinson,  John  M.,  Senator  from  Illinois,  839.  See  Index, 
vols.  11, 12. 

Rogers,  James,  Representative  from  South  Carolina,  3. 

EuGGLES,  John,  Senator  from  Maine,  339;  on  neutral  rela- 
tions, 613;  on  the  decease  of  Timothy  J.  Carter,  654. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Rules,  amendment  of— See  Index,  vols.  9, 10, 11. 

RuMSET,  Edwaed,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  460;  on 
steam  navigation,  745. 

EussELL,  David,  Representative  from  New  York,  3,  460. 

Russian  Treaty  in  tlie  I^orth-vsest^  coiitraventiov.s  of — See 
Index,  vol.  10. 


S 


Salt  Duty  and  Fishing  Bounty.—See  Index,  vol.  5,  Duties. 

Saltonstall,  L.,  Representative  from  Massachusetts,  800. 

Santa  Anna,  his  letter  to  President  J.ickson,  159. 

Savannah,  relief  of— See  Index,  vol.  2. 

Bawtee,  Samuel  T.,  Representative  from  North  Carolina, 
460. 

Scene  in  a  Committee  Room. — In  the  House,  indulgence  for 
an  explanation  asked,  259;  statement  of  the  Globe,  259; 
extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  committee,  259;  the 
actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion  related,  259. 

How  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  have  been 
misrepresented,  260;  statement  in  detail,  260;  other 
statements  made,  262,  263,  264. 

ScHENCE,  Ferdinand  S.,  Representative  from  New  Jersey, 
3.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

School  Lands. — See  Irtdex,  vol.  10. 

Seam-en,  foreign  merchant. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Seamen,  protection  of— See  Index,  vols.  3,  4. 

Seat  of  Government. — See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  8,  5. 

Secret  Proceedings,  publication  of— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Sedition  Law  of  n98.—See  Index,  vols.  4,  6,  9,  and  Indeo^ 
vol.  2,  Defensive  Measures  and  Seditious  Practices. 

Seminole  War. — In  the  House,  a  bill  making  appropriation 
to  suppress  hostilities,  considered,  11;  their  depreda- 
tions, 11 ;  cause  of  the  disturbances,  12 ;  necessity  for 
speedy  action,  12;  indefinite  character  of  the  appropria- 
tion, 12 ;  light  on  the  subject  desired,  14;  what  are  the 
grounds  for  the  appropriation  ?  14. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  appropriating  for  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities,  considered,  6S2;  the  service  of  the 
Government  and  character  of  the  country  suffering  for 
want  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  682 ;  Osceola,  682 ;  char- 
acter of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1S35,  682;  objectionable 
course  adopted  towards  Ross,  683 ;  his  proceedings,  683; 
position  of  the  administration  upon  this  Indian  subject 
delicate  and  peculiar,  684;  further  remarks,  684. 

It  is  said  a  fraud  was  committed  on  the  Florida  In- 
dians in  the  treaty  for  their  removal,  685;  where  lo- 
cated, 685 ;  narrative  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
Beminole  war,  685. 

Seminole  War. — See  Index,  vol,  6. 

iScnafe  convenes  at  2d  session  24th  Congress,  45;  convenes 

at  extra  session  of  1S37,  329  ;  adjourns  at  close  of  extra 

session  of  1837,  459 ;   convenes  at  2d  session  of  25th 

Congress,  544. 

Sergeant,  John,  Representative  ft-om  Pennsylvania,  460. 

See  Index,  vols.  5,  6,  7,  8, 10, 12. 
Sevier,  Ambrose  II.,  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  4;  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  45,829,  556;  on  duelling,  658;  on  the 
tenure  of  judges  in  Territories,  681.    See  Index,  yol3. 
10,11,12. 
Seymour,  William,  Representative  from  New  York,  3, 
Sheffkr,  Daniel,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania,  460. 
Shepard,  Cuahles,  Eepresentativo  from  North  Carolina, 
460. 
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Shbpabd,  "Wiluam  B.,  Eepreaentative  from  North  Curoli- 
na,  3.    See  JndesB^  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Sheppeed,  Augustine  H.,  Representative  from  North  Car- 
olina, 8,  460.    See  Index,  vols.  9, 10, 11, 12. 

Shields,  E.  J.,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  4,  461 ;  on 
the  case  of  James  Brown,  244. 

SaiNN,  William  N.,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  3. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

SuiPLEK,  Matthias,  Representative  from  Ohio,  461. 

Sibley,  Mark  H.,  Representative  from  New  York,  460 ;  on 
postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  474. 

Sickles,  Nicholas,  Representative  from  New  York,  3. 

^i^^,  culture  of.— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Sinking  Fund.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Silver  Coinage.~la  the  Senate,  petitions  for,  presented, 
788;  this  want  caused  by  the  disproportionate  value 
between  gold  and  silver,  738 ;  hence  silver  exported,  738 ; 
scarcity  not  caused  by  exportation,  738 ;  silver  most 
valuable  for  export,  788;  no  scarcity,  73S;  small  paper 
notes  have  made  change  scarce,  739;  importation  now 
is  almost  exclusively  gold,  739 ;  object  of  the  petition- 
ers to  obtain  a  supply  of  change  instead  of  sMnplastera, 
740;  silver  and  gold,  bills  of  1834,  740;  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  740,  741 ;  shinplasters  expel 
silver,  741 ;  further  debate,  742. 

Blade,  "^illiam,  Representative  from  Vermont,  3,  460;  on 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  563. 

Slavery,  action  of  Indiana.— See  Index,  vol.  3,  Ordinance. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columhia. — In  the  House,  peti- 
tions presented,  6;  laid  on  the  table,  5;  further  peti- 
tions, 5;  motion  not  to  receive,  5;  impropriety  of  intro- 
ducing them,  here,  6;  votes  equivocal,  6;  motion  to  re- 
consider, 6;  right  of  petition  sacred,  6;  care  should  bo 
taken  to  allay  public  feeling,  6 ;  former  motion  misun- 
derstood, 6;  the  question  must  be  met  now  or  at  some 
future  time,  7;  desire  to  agitate  the  question,  7;  motion 
to  reconsider  laid  on  the  table,  7. 

Resolutions  on  the  subject,  7;  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  referring  a  petition,  7;  idle  to  attempt  to  avoid 
this  subject  by  any  parliamentary  manoeuvre,  S;  neces- 
sity of  quieting  the  anxiety  on  the  subject,  8 ;  what  the 
vote  will  show,  8 ;  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  ques- 
tion, 8;  how  disposed  of  formerly,  8,  9;  present  action, 
9;  discussion  will, follow,  9;  what  becomes  of  the  in- 
cendiary speeches  if  they  go  to  the  public?  9;  this  sub- 
ject is  no  affair  of  yours,  10  ;  nothing  satisfy  the  South 
but  the  indignant  rejection  of  these  petitions,  10. 

"Who  are  these  petitioners?  10;  their  condition,  10; 
question  of  reconsideration  carried,  10 ;  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table,  11 ;  carried,  11. 

Resolutions  offered,  12;  question  taken  and  carried, 
13;  the  report  of  tho  select  committee,  24;  not  one 
ground  in  the  whole  report  for  Southern  men  to  rest  a 
foot  upon,  24;  an  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  the 
South,  24 ;  the  report  ought  to  bo  printed,  25 ;  it  yields 
every  thing  the  abolitionists  could  have  expected,  25. 

Motion  to  recommit  with  instructions,  &c.,  25 ;  should 
print  it,  25;  everything  not  surrendered  to  the  aboli- 
tionists, 26 ;  the  number  of  memorials,  26 ;  great  moral 
causes  at  work  in  favor  of  the  South,  26 ;  the  power  of 
Congress  in  the  District,  26;  every  thing  operating  fa- 
vorably for  the  South,  26 ;  further  debate,  27 ;  first  reso- 
lution adopted,  27;  second  resolution  adopted,  23;  third 
adopted,  28. 

In  the  Senate,  a  memorial  of  the  grand  jury  of  "Wash- 
ington, protesting  against  the  interference  of  citizens  of 
distant  Stjites  with  slavery  in  the  District,  158 ;  motion 
to  print  an  extra  number,  153 ;  it  takes  the  right  ground, 
158;  is  the  subject  matter  proper  for  Congress  to  enter- 
tain, 158 ;  it  would  lead  to  tho  belief  that  Congress  was 
about  to  act  on  the  subject,  158. 


Memorials  from  Indiana  presented,  186 ;  motion  to 
receive  laid  on  the  table,  187, 189. 

In  the  House,  petitions  for,  presented  and  laid  on  the 
table,  254;  others  presented,  255;  petition  of  Southern- 
ers, 255;  nothing  about  slavery,  255;  laid  on  the  table, 
255 ;  other  petitions  presented,  and  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  256. 

Petitions  from  females  of  twenty-eight  towns  in  New 
Hampshire,  265 ;  laid  on  the  table,  266. 

Petition  from  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  266;  to  stop 
the  slave-trade  in  the  District,  266. 

Petition  from  twenty-two  slaves,  266;  what  shall  be 
done  with  it  ?  266 ;  first  instance  of  tho  kind,  266 ;  should 
be  summarily  dealt  with,  266;  such  infraction  of  tho 
rules  should  be  punished,  267;  rules  suspended,  267; 
motion  to  take  the  Fredericksburg  petition  from  tho 
table  and  return  it  to  its  authors,  267;  amendment 
moved  relative  to  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from 
slaves,  26S  ;  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  268 ;  an 
abuse  of  the  right  of  petition  to  present  papers  indis- 
criminately, 268;  too  many  seek  to  hide  their  opinions 
on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  under  a  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition,  269;  an  amendment  offered  relative  to  con- 
tempt of  the  House,  269 ;  is  there  the  power  or  the  will 
in  this  House  to  discountenance  such  proceedings?  269; 
the  resolution  states  two  facts,  are  they  so?  269. 

The  charges  made  against  me,  270 ;  attempt  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,  and  praying  for  their  eman- 
cipation, 270;  who  knows  that  this  is  so  ?  270 ;  what  is 
the  decision  of  the  House?  270;  why  are  we  almost 
daily  drawn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract  and  im- 
practicable subjects,  270 ;  views  nnder  which  Mr.  Ad- 
ams acts,  271 ;  charity  for  his  age,  271 ;  will  we  live  up 
to  the  agreement  we  have  made  with  our  Southern 
brethren?  271;  an  attempt  to  introduce  u,  petition 
from  slaves  no  trifling  matter,  271 ;  other  resolutions, 
271. 

The  proceedings  the  effect  of  the  resolutions  on  this 
subject,  272;  bound  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  this 
body,  273;  the  Union  safe,  271 ;  the  venerable  member 
hoaxed,  272 ;  this  subject  ought  not  to  be  discussed  by 
Southern  members,  272 ;  discussion  had  continued  until 
excitement  had  risen  to  the  highest  pitch,  273;  whether 
the  petition  was  a  jest  or  not  his  conduct  was  reprehea- 
Elblc,  273. 

Resolutions  of  censure  of  Mr.  Adams  considered,  273; 
he  did  not  present  the  petition  of  slaves,  274 ;  explana- 
tion, 274;  modification  of  tho  resolutions  offered,  274  ; 
explanation  should  bo  satisfactory,  275;  the  resolution, 
275;  the  explanation  does  not  prove  the  propriety  of 
his  course,  275 ;  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued,  275;  tho  South  not  well  understood, 
275;  did  the  member  from  Massachusetts  violate  any 
parliamentary  rule  ?  276;  was  it  an  offense  to  give  color 
to  the  idea  that -slaves  possess  the  right  of  petition? 
276;  how  gentlemen  seek  to  justify  their  course,  276; 
our  great  fundamental  rights,  276 ;  these  rights  assailed 
in  the  denunciations  of  the  North,  277 ;  can  the  senti- 
ments of  a  portion  of  the  people  in  the  non-slaveholding 
States  be  a  crime  ?  277 ;  the  right  of  petition  not  a  right 
given  by  the  constitution,  277;  will  these  angry  attacks 
check  the  spread  of  the  disapprobation  of  slavery  ?  278  ; 
the  right  of  petition  appertains  to  tho  person  of  the  pe- 
titioner, 278 ;  further  debate,  278. 

The  resolutions,  280 ;  not  true  that  all  men  have  the 
right  to  petition  the  Government,  281 ;  object  of  the 
Abolitionista,  281 ;  the  resolution  of  the  House  relative 
to  these  petitions,  281 ;  its  extent,  2S1 ;  wrong  to  raise 
the  question  whether  slaves  can  petition,  2S1  ;  the 
charge  of  offence  too  va^uo  to  justify  a  vote  of  censure, 
282 ;  legal  rights  of  the  slave,  2S2 ;  character  of  these 
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petitions,   282 ;   modification  of  the  amendment,  2S2 ; 
previous  question  moved  and  not  seconded,  232. 

First  question  before  the  House  was  whether  they 
would  receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  283;  reasons  as- 
signed for  not  receiving  their  petition,  233 ;  petition  a 
right  given  by  the  God  of  nature  to  every  man  when 
created,  2S3  ;  a  petition  is  a  supplication,  284 ;  this  right 
does  not  depend  upon  condition  or  character,  284 ;  once 
admit  that  the  right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  limita- 
tions will  he  constantly  added,  285 ;  does  it  depend  on 
the  power  to  grant  the  request?  235;  the  resolutions 
which  have  been  offered,  285 ;  when  you  charge  others 
with  crimes,  be  sure  of  your  facts,  28C ;  th/eats  of  an  in- 
dictment, 286;  the  members  of  this  House  amenable  to 
a  grand  jury  for  words  spoken  in  debate  1  287 ;  first  re- 
quest of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  287 ; 
not  to  be  intimidated,  287 ;  am  I  to  be  found  guilty  for 
giving  color  to  an  idea?  288;  tho  resolution  does  not 
answer  my  question,  288 ;  it  turns  upon  the  man,  288 ; 
the  second  resolution  a  substitute  for  all  the  others,  289 ; 
not  conscious  of  having  given  the  least  particle  of  offence 
to  the  House,  289;  adjournment  moved  and  lost,  289; 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  moved  and  lost,  290 ;  reso- 
lutions rejected,  290. 

Petitions  presented,  555 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabic, 
carried,  555 ;  others  presented,  555 ;  question  of  recep- 
tion, carried,  555. 

In  the  Senate,  petitions  presented,  557 ;  is  this  feeling 
on  the  increase?  557;  not  on  the  increase,  557;  grows 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fanaticism,  557 ;  no  conciliatory 
course,  no  temporizing,  557;  committee  of  the  District 
not  constituted  to  consider  this  subject,  557 ;  it  is  asked 
if  this  increase  of  petitions  does  not  arise  from  a  belief 
that  the  right  of  petition  is  invaded,  558  ;  limits  of  this 
right,  553 ;  better  meet  the  petitioners  at  once,  and  say 
they  have  no  right  to  come  here  on  this  subject,  558 ; 
their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  just,  558 ;  no  rea- 
son for  urging  their  reception  but  to  produce  excite- 
ment, 559;  men  of  all  parties  concur  in  these  petitions, 
559;  sentiments  of  New  Hampshire,  559;  to  receive 
and  report  would  not  increase  excitement,  559 ;  it  is 
said  the  right  of  petition  is  violated,  559;  nothing 
gained  by  discussion  here,  560 ;  past  course  of  tho  Sen- 
ate, 560 ;  will  control  political  parties  at  the  North,  500 ; 
farther  debate,  561 ;  laid  on  the  table,  562. 

Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Resolutions. — Infamous  libel 
on  the  South,  562 ;  the  united  voice  of  Vermont,  563 ; 
the  time  had  come  to  determine  if  this  Union  was  to  be 
dissolved,  563 ;  respect  due  to  the  source  whence  tho 
resolutions  come,  563 ;  memorial  withdrawn,  563. 

In  the  Hous6,  motion  to  refer  two  memorials  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District,  563;  possible  results  of  such 
a  course,  564;  members  from  Yirginia  requested  to 
retire,  564;  other  delegations  requested  also,  564;  ques- 
tions of  order,  564  ;  House  adjourns,  565 ;  note^  565. 

Eesolutiou  to  lay  all  petitions  on  the  table,  566 ;  pro- 
ceedings, 566 ;  resolution  adopted,  567. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  Jie-^oluHons.— In  the  Senate,  resolu- 
tions offered,  567 ;  the  resolutions,  567 ;  note^  568 ;  object 
of  the  resolutions,  603 ;  dosirablo  to  pass  them  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  569.  ' 

"What  would  abstract  propositions  of  this  nature  effect  ? 
569 ;  no  measure  could  be  considered  child's  play  when 
all  that  was  dear  to  man  was  at  stake,  509 ;  danger  of 
producing  mischief  by  discussion  of  tho  resolutions, 
569;  was  it  not  better  to  meet  tho  question  a  little 
offensively  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  ?  570. 

Counter  resolutions  offered,  570 ;  the  creed  of  tho 
Abolitionists  displayed,  570. 

Ecason  for  pressing  tho  resolutions,  570;  to  decide  If 
any  neutral  ground  could  bo  adopted  on  which  to  rally 


and  check  this  fatal  doctrine,  570 ;  amendments  moved, 
571 ;  debate,  571,  572 ;  vote  on  the  separate  resolutions, 
577;  the  resolutions  as  passed,  577. 

"Why  strike  out  the  words  political^  moral,  or  reUg- 
iou8?  identical  language  of  the  Abolitionists,  579;  this 
the  ground  on  which  to  meet  them,  579 ;  theirs,  a  grand 
scheme  of  universal  emancipation,  579;  amendment 
moved  to  the  third  resolution,  579 ;  slavery  entirely  a 
domestic  question,  579 ;  Maryland  and  Yirginia  would 
never  have  ceded  if  they  imagined  this  question  would 
have  been  raised,  580 ;  reasons  for  inserting  the  words 
proposed  to  be  struck  out,  580 ;  if  this  war  is  to  be 
transferred  to  the  North,  would  you  weaken  the  bonds 
of  those  who  fight  for  the  South  ?  580 ;  General  Gov- 
ernment bound  to  keep  "hands  off,"  581;  effect  of  the 
amendment,  581 ;  further  amendment  offered,  582 ;  re- 
marks, 582. 

Amendment  offered,  583 ;  all  classes  of  men  an  impre- 
scriptible right  above  all  government  to  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition,  583 ;  amendment 
adopted,  583 ;  what  intended  by  the  original  resolutions, 
584 ;  abstractions,  534 ;  amendment  and  resolutions 
cannot  stand  together,  534 ;  source  of  the  amendment, 
585 ;  first  resolution  embodies  the  principles  of  nulli- 
fication, 585 ;  they  contain  all  the  principles  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  535 ;  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, 586 ;  the  resolutions  assume  the  only  consti- 
tutional ground  which  can  give  peace,  586 ;  the  mass 
adverse  to  the  fanatics,  587;  extent  and  magnitude  of 
the  present  danger,  587;  first  object  to  meet  the  disease 
where  it  originated,  588. 

This  not  th,e  best  course  to  attain  the  desired  results, 
583;  this  the  great  centre  of  agitation,  588;  what  shall 
we  gain  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions?  589  ;  what 
have  we  witnessed  on  the  present  occasion?  589;  on 
what  are  these  abstractions  to  operate  ?  589. 

The  resolutions  not  called  for,  589 ;  Abolitionists  have 
no  motive  to  dissolve  the  Union,  590 ;  misguided  philan- 
thropists, 690 ;  discussion  challenged,  590;  not  a  censure 
of  Abolitionists  whispered,  591. 

The  resolutions  sound  and  just,  591 ;  they  are  an  an- 
swer to  the  petitions,  591 ;  designs  of  the  agitators  not 
confined  to  the  District,  592 ;  what  is  the  real  source  of 
danger  ?  592 ;  not  predict  the  issue  of  the  struggle  at 
the  North,  592 ;  amendments  moved,  593 ;  fourth  reso- 
lution adopted,  593 ;  the  fifth,  598 ;  difference  with  the 
other  resolutions,  593 ;  presents  the  issue  in  this  Dis- 
trict, 594;  the  resolutions  meet  the  case,  594;  so  long  as 
slavery  continues  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  it  is  vain  to 
expect  its  abolition  here,  594. 

Vague  and  general  abstractions,  594;  the  mover  relies 
on  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate  with  him,  596 ;  it  is  pos- 
sible the  gentleman  might  be  mistaken,  595;  interference 
with  slavery  a  violation  of  public  faith  to  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  595;  these  resolutions  may  tend  to  in- 
crease excitement,  596 ;  offered  to  revive  and  rally  the 
State  rights  party,  596;  nothing  needed  in  the  slave 
States  to  stimulate  our  vigilance,  596 ;  three  classes  of 
cases  for  the  exercise  of  tho  right  of  petition,  596 ;  it  is 
said  when  a  petition  is  once  in  possession  of  the  Senate, 
tho  right  has  been  practically  enjoined,  597 ;  it  is  said 
these  fanatics  are  beyond  the  reach  of  any  argument, 
597 ;  no  apprehension  for  tho  safety  of  the  Union,  597 ; 
other  resolutions  offered,  698;  to  what  they  relatQ,  598. 
The  principle  taken  that  concession  is  the  way  to 
meet  tho  Abolitionists,  599 ;  what  is  thero  alarming  in 
tho  more  fact  of  receiving  petitions,  599 ;  further  debate, 
599,  600. 

Tho  amendment  entirely  abandons  tho  territories  to 
the  Abolitionists,  601 ;  it  concedes  the  right  of  Congress 
to  appropriate  funds  to  emancipate  slaves,  601 ;  admits 


INDEX. 


801 


the  duty  of  Congreas  to  receive  and  discuss  abolition 
petitions,  601 ;  the  low  and  subdued  tone  of  the  amend- 
ment, 601 ;  reply,  601,  602 ;  amendment  adopted,  602  ; 
Tote  reconsidered,  602 ;  the  first  part  places  slavery  in 
the  District  on  its  true  principles,  602;  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  part  carried,  603. 

No  matter-of-fact  or  ground  of  argument  on  Tvhich 
this  aflarmatlon  of  plighted  faith  can  be  sustained,  603 ; 
Congress  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  District, 
603;  the  States  making  the  cession  expected  Congress 
to  exercise  this  jurisdiction,  603. 

"Would  the  States  have  ceded  this  territory  if  they 
supposed  Congress  would  make  it  an  asylum  for  fugitive 
slaves?  603;  a  violation  of  implied  faith  to  abolish 
slavery  in  this  District,  603. 

The  words  of  the  resolution  speak  for  themselves, 
604;  nothing  to  support  the  affirmation  of  plighted 
faith,  604;  no  provisions  in  the  act  of  cession,  604; 
cases  supposed,  605 ;  first  branch  of  the  substitute  car- 
ried, 605. 

Second  branch  of  the  substitute  considered,  605 ;  note^ 
605 ;  reason  given  for  not  abohshing  slavery  in  Florida, 
because  it  is  inexpedient,  606;  this  fallacious,  606; 
a  particular  territory  should  not  be  designated,  606; 
Missouri  Compromise  a  dangerous  measure,  006 ;  this 
resolution  contrasted  with  the  fifth,  60G ;  no  other  ter- 
ritory but  Florida  in  which  slavery  exists,  607;  it  is  said 
the  tone  of  the  resolutions  is  not  strong  enough,  607; 
two  compromises  on  the  Missouri  question,  607 ;  fur- 
ther debate,  608,  609 ;  resolution  agreed  to,  610. 

Sixth  resolution,  610 ;  the  fundamental  position  that 
the  Union  rests  on  an  equality  among  the  several  States, 
610;  whatever  destroys  this  equality  tenda  to  destroy 
the  Union,  610 ;  further  remarks,  610 ;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  611 ;  carried,  611. 

Vermont  Anti-Slavery  ResoluUona  introduced  again, 
615 ;  their  substance,  615 ;  oflFensive  language  of  the 
resolutions,  615;  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception 
on  the  table,  lost,  616;  resolutions  laid  on  the  table, 
616 ;  presented,  719 ;  debate,  720. 

In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to  abolition  peti- 
tions, &c.,  702 ;  the  resolutions,  702 ;  rules  suspended, 
702 ;  purport  of  the  resolutions,  703 ;  relation  of  master 
and  slave  a  matter  exclusively  within  the  regulation 
of  the  States  where  it  exists,  704 ;  these  are  not  South- 
ern resolutions,  704 ;  previous  question  moved,  704 ;  a 
plot  sprung  on  the  South,  705 ;  let  every  one  toe  the 
mark,  705 ;  vote  on  the  several  resolutions,  705,  706 ; 
further  resolutions  presented,  713 ;  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  742  ;  statement  of  the  Speaker, 
742;  resolutions  laid  on  the  table,  742. 

Eemonstrance  of  citizens  in  the  District  against  out- 
side interference,  743 ;  remarks,  743.    See  Inder^  vols. 

5,  9, 10, 11, 12. 

Slavery,  Ifegro^  in  South  America. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 
Slavery  Resolutions,  relative  to,  in  new  States, — See  Index, 

vols.  8,  6,  and  Index,  vol.  2,  Territories. 
Slaves,  coast,  transportation  of. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 
Slaves,  deported. — See  Index,  vols.  6,9;  do.  fugitive.— See 

Index,  vols.  5,  6, 7 ;  do.  importation  o/.—Seelndeo',  vol, 

6,  and  Index,Yo\.  3,  Duties;  do.  indemnity  for.—See 
Index,  vol.  6 ;  do.  migration  of. — See  Index,  vol.  6 ;  do. 
petitions.— See  Index,  vols.  1,  3,  4,  5. 

Slaves,  liberation  hy  British  authorities. — In  the  Senate,  a 
resolution  of  inquiry  relative  to,  ISS ;  Message  commu- 
nicating the  information  called  for,  202;  facts  of  the 
case,  203;  principle  assumed  by  England  that  there 
could  be  no  property  in  persons,  208 ;  ours  not  the  only 
mode  in  which  man  may  have  dominion  over  man,  203;  , 
why  does  she  not  make  reparation  ?  208.  | 

Vol.  Xni.— 51 


Slaves^  their  right  to  petition. — In  the  House,  remarks  'on, 
6S7. 

Slave- Trade.— See  Index,  vols.  2,  6,  7,  9. 

Slices,  Eev.  Me.,  chosen  chaplain  of  the  Senate,  351. 

Sloane,  Jonathan,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Sloops  of  War.— See  Index,  vol.  7. 

SmaU  Arm.ed  Vessela.-See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Small  JNotes  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — In  the  Senate,  ii 
bill  to  restrain  the  issue  of,  565;  of  doubtful  expediency, 
565;  these  banks  never  authorized  to  issue  less  than  five 
dollar  notes,  565;  no  reasons  for  postponing  the  subject, 
566 ;  further  debate,  566.    See  Index,  voL  12. 

Smitu,  Francis  0.  J.,  Eepresentative  from  Maine,  8,  460 ; 
on  the  ptirchaso  of  books,  17 ;  on  business  of  the  session, 
462 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  477.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Smith,  John,  the  case  of— See  Index,  vol  3. 

Smith,  Nathan,  decease  of,  4.    See  Index,  vol  12. 

Smith,  Oliver  H.,  Senator  from  Indiana,  205,  839 ;  on  the 
sub-Treasury  bill,  379 ;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions,  582, 
584;  on  duelling,  657. 

Smith,  Perry,  Senator  from  Connecticut,  205,  839 ;  on  Cal- 
houn's resolutions,  593. 

Smith,  "William,  votes  for  as  Yico  President,  279. 

Smithsonian  Legacy. — In  the  House,  a  message  relative  to, 
701. 

SmiOiSonian  Institution. — Se&  Index,  vol.  12. 

Snyder,  A.  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Illinois,  401. 

Soldiers  of  the  Revolution.— See  Index,  vols.  3,  G. 

South  American  States.— See  Index,  vols.  6,  7. 

South  Am^erican  and  other  Missions. — See  Index,  vol.  1"2. 

Southard,  Samuel  L.,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  389 ;  on 
the  fortification  bill,  191 ;  on  a  bankrupt  law  applicable 
to  banks,  459;  relative  to  the  Maine  boundary,  702.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

South  Carolina  Claims. — See  Index,  vols.  9,  II. 

South  Carolina,  ordinance  of— See  Index,  vol.  12;  do. 
resolutions.— See  Index,  vol.  12. 

South  Carolina  Protest— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

South  Carolina,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Southgate,  "W.  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  460. 

Spain,  ratification  of  the  treaty  ofl^l^.—See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Spangler,  David,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4.  See  In- 
dex, vol.  12. 

Specie  Fayments.—See  Index,  vols.  5, 12. 

Specie,  transportation  of  in  public  arTned  vessels. — See 
Index,  vol.  7. 

Speight,  Jesse,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina,  3 ;  on 
the  appropriation  bill,  21.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

Spence,  John  H,,  Senator  from  Maryland,  99,  339. 

Spencer,  James  B.,  Eepresentative  from  Noav  York,  460. 

Sprague,  "W.,  Eepresentative  from  Ehode  Island,  460. 

Standifer,  James,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  4;  de- 
cease of,  461.    See  lades',  vol.  12. 

Stanley,  Edwaed  D,,  Eepresentative  from  North  Carolina, 
460. 

State  Ralances.^See  Index,  vol.  2. 

St.  Domingo. — See  Index,  vols.  2,  7. 

Steam,  its  applicaUon  to  navigation.— In  the  House,  u 
resolution  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  son  of  James  Eum- 
sey,  745 ;  history  of  his  application  of  the  use  of  steam, 
745-750. 

Steele,  John  N.,  Eepresentative  from  Maryland,  8. 

Stock,  f^e  million,  n&w. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Stone,  "William,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  461. 

Stoker,  Bellamy,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4;  on  Indian 
hostilities,  14. 

Steange,  Egbert,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  61,  389 ;  on 
the  treasury  circular,  92  ;  on  the  expunging  resolution, 
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137 ;  on  the  memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society,  164 ; 
on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  381 ;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions, 
569;  relative  to  Calhoun's  resolutions,  602;  on- silver 
coinage,  783,739,  740;  on  North  Carolina  resolutions, 
724,  727. 

SiTKATTON,  CuAKLES  C,  Representative  from  New  Jersey, 
460. 

Sttjart,  Akciiibald,  Representative  from  Virginia,  460. 

Su-aMlity  of  States. — See  Jndex^  vol.  2. 

Sub-Treasury.— See  Independent  Treasury. 

Sufferers  at  Alexam'dria^  relief  of.— See  I?idex,  vol.  9. 

Sufferers  in  War. — See  Index.,  toI.  6. 

Sugar  Cane.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Sugar^  drmoback  on  refined.— -See  Index,  vol.  10,  I>iities. 

Sunday  Mails.— See  Index.,  vols.  5,  7,  10, 11. 

Supreme  Court.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Surg  eon- General  of  the  Na'vy, — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

StiTiiEELAHD,  JoEL  B.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 
S.    See  Index,  vols.  10, 11, 12. 

SwAETvPorT,  Sa'mttel,  Ms  defalcation. — In  the  House,  mes- 
sage relative  to,  702;  extract  from  a  paper  communicat- 
ed by  the  President,  702. 

SwEAEiNGEN, ,  Representative  from  Ohio,  6S9. 

Sweden,  commercial  intercourse  with — S&e,  Index,  vol.  9. 

Swift,  Benjamin,  Senator  from  Vci-mont,  339 ;  on  abolition 
petitions,  557;  on  Vermont  resolutions,  563;  on  Cal- 
houn's resolutions,  569 ;  on  the  Vermont  Anti-Slavery 
resolutions,  615.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 


Tacubaya  3Iission. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Taliafekro,  John,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  460. 

Tallmadge,  Nathaniel  P.,  Senator  from  New  York,  339  i 
on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  383 ;  on  treasury  notes,  678; 
on  north-eastern  boundaiy,  683 ;  on  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 710;  relative  to  the  Maine  boundary,  762.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

Taxes,  direct.— See  Index,  vols.  2,  5,  6 ;  do.  war. See  In- 
dex, vol.  6. 

Tatloe,  William,  Representative  from  New  York,  3,  460, 

Tennessee,  admission  of. — See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Tennessee  Zand  Claims.— See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Tennessee,  refuse  lands  in. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

Tennessee,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Territorial  Governments. — See  Index.,  vol.  4. 

Territories.-*- See  Index,  vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  6. 

Texas  Independence.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  to  recog- 
nize, reported,  43 ;  resolutions  adopted,  43. 

In  the  Senate,  a  resolution  relative  to,  99 ;  corre- 
spondence relative  to,  159 ;  recognition  moved,  200 ; 
postponed,  200;  taken  up,  202;  passed,  202;  message 
respecting,  283. 

In  the  House,  an  appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent 
to,  considered,  325 ;  the  question  involves  the  destiny  in 
Bomo  sort  of  a  young  Republic,  825;  non-intervention 
has  hitherto  been  the  practice  of  this  Government,  825 ; 
message  of  Monroe  in  1819,825;  is  it  the  duty  of  this 
country  now  to  recognize  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion? 325;  deficiency  of  onr  information,  325;  her  abil- 
ity to  maintain  a  separate  existence,  326;  an  act  of  re- 
cognition would  be  an  acknowledgment  of  our  deter- 
mination to  uphold  her,  826;  views  of  the  President, 
827 ;  Te.xas  purposes,  upon  our  acknowledgment,  to  seek 
for  admission  into  the  United  States,  327 ;  action  of  her 
Government,  827;  are  we  not  bound  by  eveiy  consider- 
ation of  comity  to  confer  with  Mexico  before  we  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  one  of  her  revolted  provinces  ? 
328. 

Facts  relative  to  Texas,  328,  829,  380 ;  Mexico  can 
never  reassert  her  power  over  Texas,  831. 


In  the  Senate,  remonstrances  presented  against  the 
annexation  of,  449 ;  the  annexation  has  become  a  subject 
of  communication  between  the  two  Governments,  449; 
further  remonstrances,  &17 ;  .petitions,  623. 

In  the -House,  remonstrances  agiinst  the.  annexation 
of,  presented,  464 ;  anti-annexation  petitions  liresented, 
557;  the  resolutions  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature  rela- 
tive to,  presented,  662. 
Texas,  recognition  of. — See  Index,  vol.  12. 
Thanhs  to  the  Speaker.— In  the  House,  a  resolution  of,  of- 
fered, 768 ;  can  this  be  received  without  suspending  the 
rules?  768;  precedents,  768;  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "impartial,"  768 ;  he  has  not  been  impartial,  768; 
details,  769;  a  more  perfect  party  Speaker  there  never 
had  been,  770 ;  further  debate,  771 ;  resolution  passed, 
771. 
TjioMAS,  Francis,  Representative  from' Maryland,  3, 460;  on. 
slavery  petitions,  6 ;  on  the-  admission  of  Michigan,  29; 
on  counting -the  votes  for  Pfesident,  264 ;  on  bankrupt 
laws,  463.    See  Index,  vols.  11, 12 
Thompson,  John,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4.    See  Inder, 

vols.  10, 11, 12. 
Thompson,  "Waddt,  Jr.,  Representative  from  South  Carolina, 
3,  460 ;  on  report  on  abolition  petitions,  24 ;  on  receiving 
a  petition  from  slaves,  268,  271 ;  on  deposits  with  the 
States,  811 ;  on  a  salary  for  an  agent  to  Texas,  335;  on 
the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  575. 
TiLLiNGHAST,  J.  L.,  Representative  from  Rhode  Island,  460; 
on  the  attack  on  the  Caroline,  575;  on  the  distribution 
of  books,  620. 
Tipton,  John,  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District, 

186;  Senator  from  Indiana,  839;  on  small  notes,  566. 
Title  of  FreHdeni. — See  Index,  6. 
TiTTJB,  Obadiah,  Representative  from  New  York,  460. 
ToLAND,   George  "W.,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 

460. 
Topographical  Surveys.— See  Index,  voL  11. 
Torpedo  Mcperiment. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 
ToircET,  Isaac,  Representative  from  Connecticut,  3,  460;  on 

Neutral  Relations,  631. 
Towns,  George  W.  K,  Representative  from  Georgia,  4,  460. 
Treason,  punishment  of.— Sec  MdeXy  vol.  5; 
Treason  and  Sedition  Defined. — See  Index,  vol.  2. 
Treasury,  condition  of  the,  663. 
Treasury. —See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Treasury  Circular.— In  the  Senate,  resolutions  relative  to, 
offered,  57 ;  nature  of  this  paper,  57 ;  objects  for  which 
it  was  framed,  53 ;  errors  of  the  Secretary,  58 ;  to  de- 
stroy the  effect  of  the  deposit  bill,  59  ;  other  mo- 
tives, 59. 

Extract  from  the  President's  Message,  59 ;  this  order 
intended  to  save  the  finances  and  the  currency,  60 ;  the 
constitutional  medium  of  gold  and  silver,  the  only  safety 
to  the  national  finances,  60 ;  opposition  to  the  resolutions, 
CS ;  charges  upon  theii'  advocates,  63 ;  what  is  meant  by 
constitutional  currency?  63;  what  was  the  law  when 
the  Secretary  issued  this  order?  64;  resolution  of 
1816,  64. 

"Weighty  reasons  to  justify  voting  against  this  resolu- 
tion, 64 ;  effects  of  the  order,  65. 

Substitute  offered,  66;  objects  of  the  resolutions,  66; 
is  this  within  our  power  ?  66 ;  power  of  the  Executive  to 
issue  the  order,  66 ;  policy  and  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, 67;  course  of  the  Secretary  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bill,  67. 

The  substitute  considered,  92;  Congress  has  no  power 
to  repeal  an  order  of  tho  Executive  department,  92 ;  a 
direct  declaration  of  repeal  inoperative,  92 ;  the  resolu- 
tions propose  to  prescribe  a  rule  unnecessarily  where  a 
large  discretion  is  necessary,  93 ;  they  are  intended  to 
censure  the  President,  93. 
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The  substitute,  94 ;  the  circular  has  done  its  work,  95;  I 
one  object  of  it  was  to  check  the  tendency  to  bank  is-  1 
sues  and  bank  credits,  95 ;  no  operation  more  delicate 
than  the  reduction  of  the  currency  of  a  countiy,  95; 
now  called  upon  to  establish  some  permanent  and  equal 
rule  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  96 ;  two 
things  to  be  settled  in  our  ideas,  96  ;  object,  not  the  sup- 
pression of  bank  paper,  but  an  efficient  regulation  of 
it,  96;  exclusion  of  small  bills,  97;  the.  system  of  cur- 
rency of  Adam  Smith,  97 ;  reform  in  the  currency  of 
England  traced  in  detail,  98 ;  the  result  of  it  in  practice, 
98  ;  an  abundant  supply  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  or- 
dinary channels  of  circulation,  is  the  end  to  be  aimed  at, 
93 ;  incompatibility  of  a  paper  and  metallic  curren- 
cy, 99. 

Funds  Receivable., — Eill  taken  up,  1G3 ;  amendment 
lost,  163 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  162 ;  the  bill,  165. 
Importance  of  the  original  resolution  for  recision,  now 
in  the  form  of  a  bill,  105 ;  paper  money  intended  to  be 
made  the  currency  of  the  Government,  165;  objections 
against  the  bill,  165 ;  the  attempt  to  suppress  small 
notes,  166 ;  now  the  time  to  do  it,  106 ;  influence  of  the 
small  banks,  166 ;  their  intluence  in  England,  167 ; 
statement  of  Horsley  Palmer,  167 ;  our  present  position, 
163 ;  constitutional  currency,  168 ;  no  certainty  in  the 
kind  of. money  to  be  received  at  the  land  offices,  163; 
tend  to  inundate  the  new  States  with  paper,  163 ;  should 
no  longer  receive  paper  money,  163  ;  a  measure  rescind- 
ing the  treasury  order,  169 ;  effects  of  the  order,  169  ;  its 
effect  on  the  "Western  banks,  170 ;  immediate  means  in 
proportion  to  a  bank's  liability,  170  ;  further  debate, 
171. 

Facts  and  circumstances  under  which  this  controversy 
originated,  173  ;  why  vote  for  a  reference,  and  then  de- 
nounce the  only  report  the  committee  can  make  ?  174  ; 
why  assail  the  committee  ?  174;  scenes  of  ruin  an  ex- 
tinction of  all  banks  would  cause,  174 ;  this  measure  is 
said  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  constitution,  175  ;  resolution  of, 
1816, 175  ;  the  bill  compared,  175 ;  astounding  doctrines 
advanced,  176 ;  the  bill  should  have  been  a  resolution, 
176 ;  the  proviso  of  the  bill,  177 ;  previous  propositions, 
177 ;  views  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  heretofore,  178, 
179  ;  to  authorize  a  receipt  of  bank  notes  In  payment  of 
revenue,  is  not  a  repeal  of  the  constitution,  179 ;  no  in- 
ducement held  out  to  the  banks  to  suppress  small  notes, 
181 ;  further  debate,  181 ;  bill  passed,  190. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for 
revenue,  considered,  S31 ;  amendment  offered,  831 ;  its 
effect  is  to  destroy  every  valuable  provision  of  the  bill, 
832 ;  a  central  power  necessary  to  regulate  the  currency, 
332 ;  this  bill  a  repeal  of  the  Treasury  Act,  8:32  ;  further 
debate,  882 ;  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  833 ;  note, 
383  ;  a  resolution  to  rescind  passed,  G80. 
Treasury  Azotes.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue 
of  reported,  351 ;  motion  to  make  the  amount  ten  mil- 
lions, 859;  is  it  the  object  of  the  Government  to  force 
the  conversion  of  the  sums  in  the  banks  into  metal,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  treasury  f  859  ;  the  object  of  issuing 
treasury  notes  was  to  anticipate  the  fUnds  in  deposit 
with  the  banks,  until  Congress  should  say  how  they 
should  bo  made  available,  859  ;  not  to  be  used  as  bank 
notes  unless  the  law  should  authorize  them  to  be  .^o 
used,  359 ;  but  the  States  would  have  taken  the  hank 
notes,  859. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  views  on  the  first  and  second  bank,  360 ; 
reasons  for  opposition  to  a  reunion  with  banks,  360 ;  in- 
fluence of  Government  endorsement  on  bank  notes,  360 ; 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  state  of  things, 
861 ;  tariff  act  of  1S2S,  861 ;  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  361 ;  other  causes,  862 ;  the  question 
of  relief,  362 ;  Government  can  do  but  little,  362 ;  should 


set  an  example  of  liberal  indulgence,  863 ;  we  have  ar- 
rived at  a  remarkable  era,  363;  days  of  encroachments, 
tariffs,  surpluses,  &c,  past,  363  ;  "  I  move  off  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  rights  banner,"  863 ;  history  of  that 
party,  368  ;  amendments  Offered,  363. 

Misapprehensions  respecting  this  bill,  364 ;  two  classes 
of  treasury  notes,  364;  notes  for  investment,  364;  notes 
for  currency,  364 ;  character  of  the  proposed  notes,  864 ; 
the  hill  denounced  as  the  germ  of  a  new  national  debt, 
365;  the  policy  of  issuing  treasury  notes  ia  time  of 
peace,  365 ;  no  interest  should  be  allowed,  865. 

The  Government  has  an  extensive  domain,  365 ;  inter- 
est would  cause  them  to  be  taken  to  Europe,  866;  an  in- 
jurious effect  would  be  produced  on  the  price  of  cotton 
if  they  bore  interest,  366  ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  al- 
lowance of  interest,  866 ;  the  object  is  to  make  the  notes 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  866 ;  this  matter  of  interest 
should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  306 ; 
amendment  rejected,  367  ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
867 ;  passed,  807. 

In  the  House,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of,  reported, 
463;  a  bill  for  the  issue  of,  considered,  497;  the  Senate 
has  no  right  to  send  a  money  bill  to  this  House,  497; 
this  is  a  money  bill,  497  ;  such  objection  too  late,  493  ;  it 
is  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  revenue,  493 ; 
House  bill  taken  up,  493 ;  condition  of  the  treasury, 
498;  these  notes  denounced  as  paper  money,  49S ;  amend- 
ments proposed,  499 ;  not  bear  interest,  499 ;  object  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  499. 

Views  of  General  Jackson  on  this  bill,  503 ;  objections 
to  the  bill,  503;  commencement  of  a  new  national  debt, 
608 ;  our  mode  of  raising  money  invites  extravagance, 
504;  extracts  from  the  opinions  of  others,  504;  are  we 
prepared  to  run  over  again  a  career  of  improvidence, 
504 ;  what  is  the  fund  looked  to  for  the  redemption  of 
these  notes,  504 ;  prophecy  of  the  message  that  rmder  a 
State  charter  the  bank  would  prove  stronger  than  ever, 
505 ;  complaint  that  the  Pennsylvania  institution  didnot 
continue  to  pay  specie,  505;  the  word  divorce,  is  fo 
reconcile  us  to  every  evil,  606 ;  unnecessary  as  a  revenue 
measure,  506;  other  objections,  507. 

The  bill  is  indirect  and  deceptive,  503  ;  already  passed 
a  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment,  508 ;  Congress 
no  power  to  issue  treasury  notes,  508 ;  the  rate  of  inter- 
est is  left  to  the  Secretary,  608;  earnestness  of  the 
friends  of  the  measure  calculated  to  excite  surprise, 
509 ;  the  commencement  of  a  permanent  and  most  peril- 
ous system,  509 ;  a  great  change  come  over  our  national 
affairs,  509. 

Objected  that  no  rate  of  interest  is  fixed,  509 ;  objected 
that  the  issue  is  unconstitutional,  510 ;  the  present  em- 
barrassments have  not  arisen  from  what  may  be  called 
general  distress,  510 ;  objected  that  the  bill  is  deceptive, 
510. 

Called  upon  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
511 ;  did  the  people  expect  sueh  language  from  those  to 
whose  interests  they  have  shown  so  much  devotion? 
611 ;  should  commence  the  remedy  where  the  evils 
originjitcd,  511;  let  the  treasury  continue  in  want  of 
funds,  512;  only  practicable  relief,  a  Government  loan, 
512. 

This  bill  well  calculated  to  afford  relief,  513;  nothing 
to  do  with  pr  ovlding  a  currency  other  than  the  consti- 
tution literally  mentions,  518. 

A  partial  and  restricted  measure  which  furnishes  a 
hard  currency  to  the  Government  but  not  to'  tho  peo- 
ple, 518 ;  a  measure  for  the  emission  of  ten  millions  of 
paper  currency,  618 ;  nothing  will  do  to  resort  to  the 
extraordinary  and  dangerous  resource  of  treasury  notes, 
514 ;  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank, 
514. 
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No  doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
issue  these  notes,  514;  value  of  the  notes  four  per  cent. 
better  than  bank  paper  in  the  market,  515 ;  in  what 
form  will  these  notes  be  most  beneficial  to  the  public? 
■516 ;  amendment  moved,  516. 

Effects  of  a  debased  and  disordered  currency,  510; 
fearful  this  is  the  first  stage  of  the  disorder,  51T ;  pass  this 
bill  and  the  Government  is  made  independent  of  the 
people,  517 ;  founded  on  a  pretext  utterly  unfounded, 
517;  a  much  better  way  to  supply  the  deficiency,  518; 
compel  the  Government  to  recognize  tho  only  circu- 
lating medium  in  the  country,  518. 

Is  it  not  conceded  that  the  treasury  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted ?  519 ;  called  an  incipient  step  towards  a  treasury 
bank,  519 ;  bill  passed,  520 ;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue 
of,  reported,  661 ;  object  of  this  bill  is  to  give  the  treas- 
ury full  benefit  of  the  act  of  October,  666 ;  resources  of 
the  treasury  were  ample,  but  the  public  creditors  una- 
ble to  meet  their  engagements,  666 ;  treasury  notes  were 
objectionable  because  they  were  unproductive,  and  al- 
ways would  be  depreciated,  66T;  the  present  issue  com- 
pared to  continental  money,  667;  this  method  adopted 
in  order  to  prevent  a  pressure  on  the  merchants,  667; 
bill  passed,  66S ;  motion  to  reconsider,  668;  a  partial  is- 
sue of  notes  and  the  remainder  by  loan  the  best  course, 
668;  motion  to  reconsider  lost,  669. 

In  the  Senate,  the  House  bill  considered,  669 ;  scarcely 
twenty-four  hours  since  the  bill  came  here,  and  the 
question  is  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  669  ;  other 
less  objectionable  modes  of  raising  means  might  be  re- 
sorted to,  669;  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  rais- 
ing money  by  such  means,  669;  it  is  said  there  is  no 
imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bill,  670 ;  it  is  said, 
the  bill  is  not  broad  enough  to  accomplish  its  object, 
670;  it  is  said,  there  are  no  statements  of  the  condition 
of  the  treasury,  670 ;  standing  of  the  notes  in  tho  mar- 
ket, 671 ;  much  has  been  said  about  the  advocates  of  a 
paper  system,  671 ;  this  bill  will  not  have  the  effect  to 
reverse  the  act  of  October,  671 ;  the  Government  bound 
to  pay  its  creditors  in  legal  currency,  672 ;  fallacy  of 
supposing  bank  notes  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  672 ;  it  is 
recommended  the  notes  be  sold  for  money,  672;  the 
present  question  is  a  very  simple  one,  672 ;  if  treasury 
notes  are  really  below  par  it  might  be  easily  explained, 
G73;  treasury  notes  can  never  be  at  the  established 
rates  according  to  law,  673 ;  I  am  asked  if  I  would  sell 
these  notes  for  money  and  have  it  in  specie,  674 ;  the 
example  of  the  three  farmers,  674;  a  fiction  to  consider 
bank  notes  equivalent  to  specie,  674 ;  it  is  said  bank 
notes  are  not  credit,  674 ;  it  is  thought  impossible  to 
keep  bank  notes  at  par  with  gold  and  silver,  675;  under 
the  resolution  of  1816,  every  thing  was  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash,  675;  tho  doctrine  of 
State  rights  tends  to  a  government  paper,  675. 

Give  assent  in  no  shape  and  no  form  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  repudiated  continental  system  of  paper  mo- 
ney, 676 ;  this  mode  of  raising  money  leads  to  extrava- 
gant issues,  676. 

These  notes  equal  to  specie  in  the  market,  676;  the 
Government  embarrassed,  not  by  its  own  acts,  676;  the 
system  of  extravagance  which  formerly  found  so  much 
favor  with  the  opposition  677  ;  the  misrepresentations 
which  have  been  made,  677;  how  the  treasury  came  to 
bo  out  of  money,  677 ;  the  distribution  act  did  not  con- 
tribute to  tho  saspension  of  the  banks,  678 ;  necessity 
of  tho  deposit  act,  678;  the  withdrawal  of  the  funds 
from  the  banks  is  said  to  have  been  tho  cause  of  sus- 
pension, 678;  bill  road  third  time,  679;  in  the  Senate 
the  bill  passed,  758.  See  Index,  vol  6. 
Treaties,  are  they  Supreme  over  State  laios  f—See  Index, 
vol.  12. 


Treaty  of  Ghent,  com/mission  under. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

Treaty,  New  CreeTc.-^See  Index,  vol.  9,  and  Index,  vol.  8. 
Creel:  Indian  Negotiation. 

Treaty  with  Great  Sritain.—See  Index,  vol.  1. 

Treaty  with  Spain.—See  Index,  vol.  6. 

TiirkiHh  Commisdion,  power  of  the  President  to  originate 
Miasions.—See  Index,  vol.  11. 

TtTENEE,  James,  Representative  from  Maryland,  2>.—Se6  In- 
dex, vol,  12. 

TuENEY,  H.  L.,  Eepresentative  from  Tennessee,  401, 

Ttteeill,  Joel,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8;  on  the 
arrest  of  E.  M.  Whitney,  292.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

TiTSTON,  Eev.  Mr.,  elected  chaplain  of  the  House,  463. 

Two-thirds  tote. — See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Ttlee,  John,  votes  for,  as  Yice  President,  279.  See  Index, 
vols.  7,  9,  10, 11, 12. 

U 

Underwood,  Joseph  E.,  Eepresentative  from  Kentucky,  4, 
460 ;  on  the  Executive  Administration,  231 ;  on  deposits 
with  the  States,  811 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instal- 
ment, 469;  OH  the  Florida  War,  542  ;  on  the  neutrality 
bill,  638. 

Union,  dissolution  of. — See  Index,  vol.  4. 

United  States  and  Georgia. — See  Index,  vol  9. 

Unsettled  balances. — See  Index,  vol.  5. 


Vaccination  of  Indians. — See  Index,  vols.  7, 11, 

Yail,  Heket,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  460. 

Yan  Btjeen,  Maetin,  retires  as  President  of  the  Senate, 
172;  his  address,  172;  inaug^iration  of,  206;  his  address, 
206 ;  votes  for,  as  President,  279 ;  answer  on  being  noti- 
fied of  his  election  as  President,  295.  See  Index,  vols. 
7,  8, 12. 

Yandeepoel,  Aahon,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  8; 
on  deposits  with  the  States,  319 ;  on  the  fortification 
bill,  336.    See  Indeto,  vol.  12. 

YANDEftvEEE,  AsRAnAM,  Eeprescntativo  from  New  York, 
460. 

Vermont,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  280. 

Vessels,  Registering  and  Clearing.—Ses  Index,  vol.  1. 

Vica  and  Rear  Admirals.^See  Index,  vol.  5. 

Vice-President,  election  of,  by  the  Senate,  189. 

Vice-Presidenfs  Appeal.—See  Index,  vol.  9. 

Vice-President,  powers  of  the. — See  Index,  vol.  9. 

YiNTON,  Samttel  p.,  Eepresentative  from  Ohio,  4;  on  tho 
exploring  expedition,  257 ;  on  Seminole  hostilities,  12. 
See  Index,  vols.  7,  8,  9,  10, 11, 12. 

Virginia  Zand  Warrants. — See  Index,  vol.  7. 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.— See  Index,Yo\s,4,  5; 
do.  Claims,— See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Virginia,  vote  for  President  in  1836,  2S0. 
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WahasJi  and  Miami  Canal. — See  Index,  vol.  8. 

"Wagenee,  David  B.,  Eepresentative  from  Pennsylvania, 
8,  460. 

Walker,  Eobeet  J.,  on  deposits  with  tho  States,  62 ;  offers 
a  resolution  on  Texan  independence,  99 ;  on  sales  of 
lands  to  actual  settlers,  109;  on  tho  treasury  circular, 
173;  on  Texan  independence,  202 ;  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, 839 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  instalment,  858;  on 
treasury  notes,  865 ;  on  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  409 ;  ou 
pre-emption,  620;  on  relations  with  Mexico,  660;  on  tho 
transfer  of  canal  stock,  719;  relative  to  the  Maine  boun- 
dary, 704.    See  Index,  vol  12. 
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"Wall,  G-areett  D.,  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  339  ;  reports 
on  tlie  Madison  papers,  44S;  on  abolition  petitions,  557, 
562 ;  on  Calhoun's  resolutions,  589.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

War^  conduct  of  the.— See  Index,  toI.  5. 

"Waed,  Aaron,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  3.  See  In- 
dex, TOl.  12. 

"VYard-well,  Daniel,  Eepresentativo  from  Neiv  York,  8. 
See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Waahington''8  Birth-Day. — See  Index,  vol.  11.  Do.  Monu- 
ment.—See  Index,  vols.  5,  6,  7.  Do.  Portrait.— See  In- 
dex., vols.  8, 11, 12.  Do.  Remaina.—See  Index,  vol.  11. 
Do.  Statue. — See  Index,  vol.  11. 

WasJtington  City,  capture  of.— See  Index,  vol.  5. 

'Washington,  George  C,  Representative  from  Maryland,  3. 

Waahingion  Monument  Society. — In  the  Senate,  a  memo- 
rial from,  presented,  687 ;  laid  on  the  table,  637. 

"Webster,  Daniel,  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  339 ;  on  tho 
dangers  of  paper  money,  59 ;  on  the  treasury  circular, 
62;  protests  against  the  expunging  resolution,  158;  on 
the  land  loans,  197 ;  votes  for  as  President,  279 ;  on  post- 
poning tho  fourth,  instalment,  852,  855;  on  the  sub- 
Treasury  bill,  414;  on  the  annexation  of  Texas,  449; 
relative  to  Calhoun's  resolutions,  603,  604,  605 ;  on 
treasury  notes,  669,  671,  673,  675 ;  on  the  tariff  compro- 
mise, 751.    See  Index,  vols.  5,  7,  9, 10, 11, 12. 

"Webster,  Taylor,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4,  461.  See 
Index,  vol.  12. 

"Weeks,  Joseph,  Representative  from  New  Hampshire,  8, 
460. 

West  Point  Academy. — See  Index,  vols,  7, 10.  Do.  Cadets. 
See  Index,  vols.  6,  10.  Do.  Visitors. — See  Index,  vols. 
If,  10. 

West  Point  Academy.— In  the  House,  an  appropriation  for, 
considered,  88;  all  efforts  for  a  reorganization  have 
proved  unsuccessful,  83 ;  it  Is  said  not  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  tho  institution,  88 ;  why 
has  tho  investigation  been  resisted?  33;  "architects  of 
ruin,"  89 ;  characteristics  of  the  law  creating  the  institu- 
tion, 39 ;  no  right  to  educate  young  men  for  private  life, 
89 ;  answer  to  objections  to  the  institution,  40 ;  views  in 
1800  as  to  educating  young  men  gratuitously,  40;  ex- 
tracts from  reports,  41;  the  law  of  1812,  42 ;  further  re- 
marks, 42 ;  bill  passed,  43. 

Western  Armory. — See  Index,  vols.  7,  9, 10. 

•Western  Rivera,  navigation  of.— See  Index,  vol.  8. 

"WniTE,  Albert  S.,  Representative  from  Indiana,  461. 

WuiTE,  Hugh  L.,  votes  for  as  President,  279 ;  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  389.    See  Index,  vols.  8-12. 

White,  John,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  4,  460. 

"White,  Joseph  M.,  Delegate  from  Florida,  4.  See  Index, 
vols.  8-12. 

Whitehead,  John,  testimony  in  tho  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney, 
304. 

Whites,  Vieir  intrusion  on  Indian  Reservations.-See  In- 
dex, vol.  8. 

Whitney's  Patent  Rigid.— See  Index,  vol.  4. 

Whitnev,  E.  M.,  tlie  case  of.— In  tho  House,  report  of  tho 
committee,  291 ;  "Whitney  refuses  to  obey  tho  summons 
to  attend  as  a  witness  before  the  committee,  291 ;  reso- 
lution of  the  report,  291 ;  resolutions  for  the  arrest  of 
"Whitney  offered,  291 ;  counsel  demanded  for  Whitney, 
292;  doubtful  if  ho  has  been  guilty,  292;  your  doctrine 
of  contempt  a  dangerous  one,  292 ;  a  violation  of  duty  to 
see  a  citizen  deprived  of  his  liberty  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  292 ;  tho  complaint  of  the  individual 
chained  with  contempt,  that  an  outrageous  assault  was 
made  on  him  in  tho  committee,  292 ;  the  witness's  rea- 
sons for  not  complying,  293;  the  resolution  assumes 
that  a  contempt  has  been  committed,  298 ;  the  power  of 
this  House  to  punish  for  constructive  contempt  denied, 
293 ;  tho  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed  to 


bring  Mr.  "Whitney  before  tho  House,  294 ;  it  is  the  pro- 
posal to  arrest  an  American  citizen,  294 ;  a  committee 
cannot  have  a  contempt  committed  against  it  by  a  refu- 
sal to  obey  its  orders,  295 ;  the  system  of  privileges  and 
contempts  grown  up  in  this  country,  295 ;  resolution 
adopted,  295. 

Arrest  of  "Whitney,  296 ;  resolution  respecting,  296; 
placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  297;  address  of  the 
Speaker,  297 ;  reply  of  accused,  297 ;  resolution  relative 
to  further  proceeding,  297;  examination  of  witnesses 
before  tho  House,  298  ;  first  Interrogatory  to  Mr.  Fair- 
field, 293;  answer,  298;  second  interrogatory,  298;  reply, 
298 ;  further  interrogatories,  299-804 ;  testimony  of  John 
Whitehead,  304;  testimony  of  James  G-arland,  806. 

Resolution  to  discharge  "Whitney,  806;  passed,  307; 
"Whitney  discharged,  806. 

Whittlesey,  Elisha,  Representative  from  Ohio,  4,  461 ;  on 
the  Mississippi  election,  478.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Whittlesey,  TnoiiAS  T.,  Representative  from  Connecticut, 
460. 

Widows  and  Orphans,  pension  to. — See  Index,  vol.  6. 

Wilde,  Richard  H,,  the  case  of. — See  Index,  vol.  10. 

"WiLDMAN,  Zalmon,  VEtepre^eutativo  from  Connecticut,  3 ; 
decease  of,  5.         -''' 

Williams,  Christophee  H.,  Representative  from  Tennes- 
see, 461. 

Williams,  Jared  "W.,  Representative  from  New  Hampshire, 
460.      * 

Williams,  Joseph  L.,  Representative  from  Tennessee,  460. 

Williams,  Lewis,  Representative  from  North  Carolina,  8, 
460;  administers  the  oath  to  the  Speaker,  4;  on  the 
Mississippi  election,  479;  on  the  Florida  War,  525.  See 
Index,  vols.  7-12. 

Williams,  Ruel,  Senator  from  Maine,  205,  S39. 

Williams,  Shekrod,  Representative  from  Kentucky,  4, 460. 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  707 ;  on  tho 
death  of  J.  Cilley,  638 ;  on  the  north-eastern  boundary, 
686. 

Witnesses,  payment  of,  in  Impeachment  cases. — See  Index, 
vols.  3, 11. 

Wisconsin  Election.— In  the  House,  resolutions  relative  to^ 
716. 

Wiscon&in  Territory.— In  the  House,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Government  considered,  16. 

Wise,  Henry  A.,  Representative  from  Virginia,  8,  460 ;  on 
slavery  petitions,  6;  on  the  report  on  abolition  petitions, 
24;  on  the  Executive  administration,  212;  on  a  scene  in 
the  committee  room,  260,  268 ;  on  the  case  of  E.  M. 
Whitney,  290;  on  tho  Florida  War,  465,  466;  on  post- 
poning the  fourth  instalment,  490 ;  on  treasury  notes, 
498,  667;  relative  to  tbo  Seminole  War,  617;  on  tho 
rights  of  tho  South,  704,  705.    See  Index,  vol.  12. 

Weight,  Silas,  on  the  distribution  question,  204;  Senator 
from  New  York,  389 ;  reports  on  financial  measures, 
851 ;  on  treasury  notes,  859,  866,  669,  670,  677 ;  reports 
relief  for  sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  874 ;  on  the 
sub-Treasury,  437 ;  on  small  notes,  565;  on  the  independ- 
ent treasury,  621.    See  Index,  vols.  9, 10, 12. 

Word,  Thomas  J.,  Ee^ccsentative  from  Mississippi,  CSO, 

WoRTOiNGTON,  J.  T.  H.,  Representative  from  Marj'land, 
460. 


Yazoo  Purc?iaee.—See  Index,  vols.  5,  8,  9, 

Teas  and  2^aya.—ln  the  Senate,  on  committing  the  bill  for 
deposits  with  the  States,  62 ;  relative  to  tho  admission 
of  Michigan,  92 ;  on  the  expunging  resolutions,  156;  on 
sales  of  public  lands  only  to  actual  settlers,  IGl ;  on  tho 
treasury  circular,  162;    on  the  Colonization  Society's 
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memorial,  182 ;  on  iimeftdment  to  the  land  bill,  1S2 ; 
relative  to  countlp^- tlie  votes  for  President,  etc.,  186 ; 
on  an  abolitioQ"iPemorial,  187, 190 ;  on  treasury  funds, 
190 ;  on  the  cession  of  the  public  lands,  191 ;  on  the  for- 
tificatfoii  fcill,  191 ;  relative  to  the  papers  of  Madison, 
197  •  qji  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  197 ;  on  deposit  with 
the-'States,  202,  204;  on  Texas  independence,  202 ;  rela- 
tr7e  to  Mexican  affairs,  202 ;  on  the  issue  of  treasury 

"notes,  367;  relative  to  the  fourth  instalment,  856,  859; 

■  on  postponing  the  sub- Treasury  bill,  408;  relative  to  a 
United  States  Bank,  409 ;  on  abolition  petitions,  562, 
507;  on  small  note  bill,  566;  relative  to  Mr.  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  577,  5T8,  583,  598,  602,  610,  611;  on  the  claim 
of  E.  "W.  Meade,  617;  on  postponing  the  independent 
treasury  bill,  642 ;  on  amendment  to  the  treasury  bill, 
654,  655;  relative  to  duelling,  658,  659;  on  the  gradua- 
tion bill,  661 ;  relative  to  an  Indian  Delegate  to  Wash- 
ington, 663;  on  protection  to  Indians,  663;  on  bank 
notes  for  Governmfent  dues,  668 ;  on  the  Treasury  Note 
bill,  679 ;  on  imprisonment  for  debt,  686 ;  on  postponing 
the  fourth  instalment,  T15 ;  on  the  graduation  bill,  730 ; 
on  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  744;  relative  to  book 
purchases,  761. 

In  the  House,  on  laying  slavery  petitions  on  the  table, 
5, 11 ;  on  resolutions  relative  to  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  slavery  petitions,  13 ;  on  the  appropri- 
ation bill,  21 ;  on  the  report  on  abolition  petitions,  27, 


2S ;  on  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  30 ;  do.  Arkansas,  31 ;  on  Texas  independence, 
48 ;  to  lay  the  surplus  revenue  bill  on  the  table,  250 ;  on 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  255 ;  on  the  censure  of  Mr. 
Adams,  290 ;  on  the  right  of  a  slave  to  petition,  296 ;  on 
the  discharge  of  E.  M.  Whitney,  307;  on  deposits  with 
the  States,  824;  on  funds  receivable  for  Federal  dues, 
832;  on  the  deposit  clause  of  the  fortification  bill,  334; 
on  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  for- 
tification  bill,  837;  relative  to  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  445, 
446,  448;  on  a  national  bank,  479 ;  relative  to  the  fourth 
instalment,  494, 497 ;  relative  to  the  Mississippi  election, 
502 ;  on  a  national  bank,  507 ;  on  tho  Treasury  Note 
bill,  523,  667,  669 ;  on  reception  of  abolition  petitions, 
555 ;  relative  to  investigating  the  canse  of  the  death  of 
Cilley,  637;  on  the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  655 ;  on 
rescinding  the  treasury  order,  630 ;  on  decision  of  the 
Chair,  688 ;  relative  to  slavery  petitions,  707 ;  on  thanks 
to  the  Speaker,  771 ;  relative  to  book  purchases,  773. 

Yell,  Abchibald,  on  deposits  witb  the  States,  315 ;  Eepre- 
sentative  from  Arkansas,  461. 

ToEKE,  Thomas  Jones,  Eepresentative  from  New  Jersey, 
460. 

Young,  John,  Eepresentative  from  New  York,  210. 

Young,  Eicuaed  M.,  Senator  from  Illinois,  205,  839 ;  on  Mr. 
Calhoun's  resolutions,  579,  582. 
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